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LIFE   OF   CHAUCER. 

Geoffrey  Chaucer  was  born  in  London,  about  1340  (not  1328,  as  was  formerly 

id).  His  fiither  was  John  Chaucer,  citizen  and  vintner  of  London,  and  his  mother's 
name  was  Agnes.  His  grandfather  was  Robert  Chaucer,  of  Ipswich  and  London,  who 
married  a  widow  named  Maria  Heyroun,  with  a  son  Thomas  Heyroun.  John 
Chaucer's  house  stood  in  Upper  Thames  Street,  beside  Walbrook,  just  where  that 
street  is  now  crossed  by  the  South-Eastem  Railway  from  Cannon-street  Station.  Here 
it  was  that  the  poet  spent  his  earliest  days,  and  in  an  interesting  passage  in  his  Par- 
doneres  Tale  (lines  549-572),  he  incidentally  displays  his  knowledge  of  various  wines 
and  the  ways  of  mixing  them  together. 

John  Chaucer,  the  poet's  iiEither,  was  in  attendance  on  Edward  III.  in  1338, and  this 
connexion  w^ith  the  court  led  to  his  son's  employment  there,  some  years  afterwards,  as 
a  page  in  the  household  of  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Lionel,  duke  of  Clarence,  the  third  son  of 
Edward  III.  In  the  household  accounts  of  this  princess,  mention  is  made  of  various 
articles  of  clothing  and  other  necessaries  purchased  for  '  Geoffrey  Chaucer'  in  April, 
Iff  ay,  and  Decemt>er,  1357,  when  he  was  about  seventeen  years  old.  In  1359  he  joined 
the  army  of  Edward  III.  when  that  king  invaded  France,  and  was  there  taken  pris- 
oner. In  May,  Z360,  the  peace  of  Bretigny  (near  Chartres)  was  concluded  between  the 
French  and  English  kings.  Chaucer  had  been  set  at  liberty  in  March,  when  Edward 
paid  16/.  towards  his  ransom. 

1367.  We  can  only  conjecture  the  manner  in  which  he  spent  his  life  firom  hints 
given  us  in  his  own  works,  and  from  various  notices  of  him  in  official  records.  To 
consider  the  latter  first,  we  find,  from  the  Issue  Rolls  of  the  Exchequer,  that  a  life-pen- 
sion of  ao  marks  was  granted  by  the  king  to  Chaucer  in  1367,  in  consideration  of  his 
services,  as  being  one  of  the  valets  of  the  king's  household.  During  1368  and  part  of 
1369  he  was  in  London,  and  received  his  pension  in  person.  In  October,  1368,  his 
patron,  Prince  Lionel,  died,  and  it  appears  that  Chaucer's  services  were  consequently 
transferred  to  the  next  brother,  John  of  Gaunt,  duke  of  Lancaster. 

1360.  In  the  autumn  of  1369,  the  year  of  the  third  great  pestilence  of  Edward's 
reign,  Blanche,  the  first  wife  of  John  of  Gaunt,  died  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-nine. 
Chaucer  did  honour  to  her  memory  in  one  of  his  earliest  poems,  entitled  *  The  Deth  of 
Blaunche  the  Duchesse.' 

1370-1373.  From  1370  to  1386,  Chaucer  was  attached  to  the  court,  and  employed 
in  frequent  diplomatic  services. 

In  December,  137a,  being  employed  in  the  king's  service,  he  left  England  for  Genoa, 
Pisa,  and  Florence,  and  remained  in  Italy  for  nearly  eleven  months,  but  we  again  find 
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him  in  London  on  November  22, 1373.  This  visit  of  his  to  Italy  is  of  great  importance, 
as  it  exercised  a  marked  influence  on  his  writings,  and  enables  us  to  understand  the 
development  of  his  genius. 

1374.  His  conduct  during  this  mission  to  Italy  met  with  the  full  approval  of  the 
king,  who,  on  the  celebration  of  the  great  festival  at  Windsor  on  St.  George's  day 
(April  33)  in  1374,  granted  our  poet  a  pitcher  of  wine  daily,  to  be  received  from  the 
king's  butler.  On  May  10  of  the  same  year,  Chaucer  took  a  lease  of  a  house  in  Aid- 
gate,  for  the  term  of  his  life,  from  the  Corporation  of  London ;  but  he  afterwards  gave 
it  up  to  a  friend  in  October,  1386;  and  it  is  probable  that  he  had  ceased  to  reside  in  it 
for  a  year  or  more  previously.  On  June  8, 1374,  he  was  appointed  to  the  important 
office  of  Comptroller  of  the  Customs  and  Subsidy  of  Wools,  Skins,  and  Leather,  for 
the  port  of  London ;  and  a  few  days  later  (June  13)  received  a  life-pension  of  10/. 
from  the  duke  of  Lancaster  for  the  good  service  rendered  by  him  and  his  wife  Philippa 
to  the  said  Duke,  to  his  consort,  and  to  his  mother  the  Queen.  This  is  the  first 
mention  of  Philippa  Chaucer  as  Geoffrey's  wife,  though  a  Philippa  Chaucer  is  men- 
tioned as  one  of  the  Ladies  of  the  Chamber  to  Queen  Philippa,  on  September  12, 
1366,  and  subsequently.  It  has  been  conjectured  that  Chaucer  was  not  married 
till  1374,  and  that  he  married  a  relative,  or  at  least  some  one  bearing  the  same  name 
as  himself;  but  this  supposition  is  needless  and  improbable ;  there  is  no  reason  why 
the  Philippa  Chaucer  mentioned  in  1366  may  not  have  been  already  married  to  the 
poet,  who  was  then  at  least  26  years  of  age. 

1375.  In  1375  his  income  was  increased  by  receiving  from  the  Crown  (Novem- 
ber 8)  the  custody  of  the  lands  and  person  of  one  Edmond  Staplegate,  of  Kent.  This 
he  retained  for  three  years,  during  which  he  received  Z04/. ;  together  with  some  smaller 
sums  from  another  source. 

1376.  On  July  12, 1376,  the  king  granted  Chaucer  the  sum  of  71/.  4^.  6</.,  being  the 
value  of  a  fine  paid  by  one  John  Kent  for  shipping  wool  without  paying  the  duty 
thereon.  Towards  the  end  of  this  year.  Sir  John  Burley  and  Geoffrey  Chaucer  were 
employed  upon  some  secret  service,  for  which  the  latter  received  6/.  13J.  4^. 

1377.  In  February,  1377,  Chaucer  was  employed  on  a  secret  mission  to  Flanders, 
and  received  for  it,  in  all,  the  sum  of  30/.  In  April  he  was  sent  to  France,  to  treat 
for  peace  with  king  Charles  V.;  for  this  service  he  received,  in  all,  the  sum  of 
48/.  ly.  ^.  On  June  21,  king  Edward  III.  died,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  grandson, 
Richard  II. 

1378.  In  January,  Chaucer  seems  to  have  been  employed  in  France.  Soon  after- 
wards, he  was  again  sent  to  Italy,  from  May  28  to  September  19,  being  employed  on 
a  mission  to  Lombardy,  to  treat  with  Bemabo  Visconti,  duke  of  Milan ;  to  whose 
death  (in  1385)  the  poet  alludes  in  his  Monkes  Tale  (U.  3589-3596),  where  he  describes 
him  as  — 

'  Of  Melan  grete  Bamabo  Viscounte, 
God  of  delyt,  and  scourge  of  Lumbardye.' 

Before  leaving  England  on  this  business,  Chaucer  appointed  his  friend  John  Gower, 
the  poet,  as  one  of  his  agents  to  represent  him  in  his  absence. 

1380.  By  deed  of  May  i,  1380,  one  Cecilia  Chaumpayne  released  Chaucer  from  a 
charge  which  she  had  brought  against  him, '  de  raptu  meo.'  We  have  no  means  of 
ascertaining  either  the  nature  of  the  charge,  or  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

1382.  We  have  seen  that  Chaucer  had  been  appointed  Comptroller  of  the  Wool 
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Customs  in  1374.     Whilst  still  retaining  this  ofhce,  he  was  now  also  appointed  Comp- 
troller of  the  Petty  Customs  (May  8, 138a). 

1385.  In  February,  1385,  he  was  allowed  the  great  privilege  of  nominating  a  per- 
manent deputy  to  perform  his  duties  as  Comptroller.  It  is  highly  probable  that  he 
owed  this  feivour  to '  the  good  queen  Anne/  first  wife  of  king  Richard  II. ;  for,  in  the 
Prologue  to  the  Legend  of  Good  Women,  probably  written  during  this  period  of  his 
newly-acquired  freedom  from  irksome  duties,  he  expresses  himself  most  gratefully 
towards  her. 

If  we  may  trust  the  description  of  his  house  and  garden  in  the  Prologue  to  the 
Legend  of  Good  Women,  probably  composed  in  the  spring  of  1385,  it  would  appear 
that  he  was  then  living  in  the  country,  and  had  already  given  up  his  house  over  the 
city  gate  at  Aldgate  to  Richard  Forster,  who  obtained  a  formal  lease  of  it  from  the  Cor- 
poration of  London  in  October,  1386.  We  learn  incidentally,  from  a  note  to  the 
Envoy  to  Scogan,  1.  45,  that  he  was  living  at  Greenwich  at  the  time  when  he  wrote  that 
poem  (probably  in  1393).  And  it  is  highly  probable  that  Chaucer's  residence  at  Green- 
wich extended  from  1385  to  the  end  of  1399,  when  he  took  a  new  house  at  Westminster. 
This  supposition  agrees  well  with  various  hints  that  we  obtain  from  other  notices. 
Thus,  in  1390,  he  was  appointed  (with  five  others)  to  superintend  the  repairing  of  the 
banks  of  the  Thames  between  Woolwich  and  Greenwich.  In  the  same  year  he  was 
robbed  at  Hatcham  (as  we  shall  see  below),  which  is  near  Deptford  and  Greenwich. 
And  we  find  the  singular  reference  in  the  Canterbury  Tales  (A  3907),  where  the  Host 
suddenly  exclaims  — '  Lo !  Grenewich,  ther  many  a  shrewe  is  inne ' ;  which  looks  like 
a  sly  insinuation,  on  the  Host's  part,  that  Greenwich  at  that  time  contained  many 
*  shrews '  or  rascals.  Few  places  would  serve  better  than  Greenwich  for  frequent  obser- 
vation of  Canterbury  pilgrims. 

1386.  In  this  year  Chaucer  was  elected  a  knight  of  the  shire  for  Kent,  in  the 
Parliament  held  at  Westminster.  In  August,  his  patron  John  of  Gaunt  went  to  Spain ; 
and  during  his  absence,  his  brother  Thomas,  duke  of  Gloucester,  contrived  to  deprive 
&e  king  of  all  power,  by  appointing  a  regency  of  eleven  persons,  himself  being  at 
the  head  of  them.  As  the  duke  of  Gloucester  was  ill  disposed  towards  his  brother 
John,  it  is  probable  that  we  can  thus  account  for  the  fact  that,  in  December  of 
this  year,  Chaucer  was  dismissed  from  both  his  offices,  of  Comptroller  of  Wool  and 
Comptroller  of  Petty  Customs,  others  being  appointed  in  his  place.  This  sudden 
and  great  loss  reduced  the  poet  from  comparative  wealth  to  poverty;  he  was 
compelled  to  raise  money  upon  his  pensions,  which  were  assigned  to  John  Scalby  on 
May  I,  1388. 

In  October  of  this  year  (1386),  there  was  a  £iimous  trial  between  Richard  Lord 
Scrope  and  Sir  Thomas  Grosvenor,  during  which  Chaucer  deposed  that  he  was  '  forty 
years  of  age  and  upwards,  and  had  borne  arms  for  twenty-seven  years.'  He  was,  in 
&ct,  about  forty-six  years  old,  having  l>een  bom,  as  said  above,  about  1340.  More- 
over, it  is  probable  that  he  first  bore  arms  in  1359,  when  he  went  with  the  invading 
army  to  Fiance.    Thb  exactly  tallies  with  his  own  statement. 

1387.  In  this  year  died  Chaucer's  wife,  Philippa ;  to  this  loss  he  alludes  in  his 
Envoy  to  Bukton.  It  must  have  been  about  this  time  that  he  was  composing  portions 
of  his  grmtest  poem,  the  Canterbury  Tales. 

1389.  On  May  3,  Richard  II.  suddenly  took  the  government  into  his  own  hands. 
John  of  Gaunt  returned  to  England  soon  afterwards,  and  effected  an  outward  recon- 
ciliation between  the  king  and  the  duke  of  Gloucester.    The  Lancastrian  party  was 
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now  once  more  in  power,  and  Chaucer  was  appointed  Clerk  of  the  King's  Works  at 
Westminster  on  July  12,  at  a  salary  of  2r.  a  day  (more  than  i/.  of  our  present  money, 
at  the  ieast). 

1390.  In  this  year,  Chaucer  was  also  appointed  Clerk  of  the  Works  at  St 
George's  Chapel  at  Windsor,  and  was  put  on  a  Commission  to  repair  the  banks 
of  the  Thames  between  Woolwich  and  Greenwich.  In  a  writ,  dated  July  i  in  this 
year,  he  was  allowed  the  costs  of  putting  up  Scaffolds  in  Smithfield  for  the  King 
and  Queen  to  view  the  tournament  which  had  taken  place  there  in  May.  This 
helps  to  explain  the  minute  account  of  the  method  of  conducting  a  tournament 
which  we  meet  with  in  the  Knight's  Tale.  In  the  preceding  month  he  had  been 
appointed,  by  the  Earl  of  March,  joint  Forester  (with  Richard  Brittle)  of  North 
Petherton  Park  in  Somerset.  In  September,  he  was  twice  robbed  of  some  of  the 
king's  money;  once,  at  Westminster,  of  10/.;  and  again,  near  the  '  foule  ok*  (foul 
oak)  at  Hatcham,  Surrey,  of  9/.  y,  Sd, ;  but  the  repayment  of  these  sums  was  foigiven 
him. 

1301.  This  is  the  date  given  by  Chaucer  to  his  prose  Treatise  on  the  Astrolabe, 
which  he  compiled  for  the  use  of  his  '  little  son '  Lewis,  of  whom  nothing  more  is 
known ;  and  it  is  supposed  that  he  died  at  an  early  age.  At  this  time,  for  some 
unknown  reason,  the  poet  unfortunately  lost  his  appointment  as  Clerk  of  the  Works. 

1394.  In  February  of  this  year,  Chaucer  received  a  grant  from  the  king  of  ao/. 
a  year  for  life ;  nevertheless,  he  seems  to  have  been  in  want  of  money,  as  we  find  him 
making  applications  for  the  advancement  of  money  from  his  pension. 

1398.  In  this  year  or  the  preceding,  Chaucer  was  made  sole  Forester  of  North 
Petherton  Park,  instead  of  joint  Forester,  as  in  1390.  In  the  Easter  Term,  he  was  sued 
for  a  debt  of  14/.  is.  iid.  In  October,  the  king  granted  him  a  tun  of  wine  yearly,  for 
his  life-time. 

1399.  On  September  30,  Henry  IV.  became  king  of  England,  and  Chaucer  ad- 
dressed to  him  a  complaint  regarding  his  poverty,  called  a '  Compleynt  to  his  Purs,' 
in  response  to  which,  only  four  days  afterwards,  Henry  granted  that  the  poet's  pension 
of  twenty  marks  (13/.  dr.  8^.)  should  be  doubled,  in  addition  to  the  ao/.  a  year  which 
had  been  granted  to  him  in  1394. 

On  Christmas  eve  of  this  year,  Chaucer  took  a  long  lease  of  a  house  in  the  garden 
of  the  Chapel  of  St  Mary,  Westminster ;  this  house  stood  near  the  spot  now  occupied 
by  King  Henry  the  Seventh's  Chapel.  The  lease  is  in  the  Muniment  Room  of  West- 
minster Abbey  (Historical  MSS.  Commission,  i.  95). 

1400.  The  traditional  date  of  Chaucer's  death  is  October  25, 1400;  in  the  second 
year  of  Henry  IV.  His  death  doubtless  took  place  in  his  newly-acquired  house  at 
Westminster  ;  and  he  attained  to  the  age  of  about  sixty  years.  Of  his  £unily, 
nothing  is  known.  His  '  little  son '  Lewis  probably  died  young ;  and  there  is  no  evi- 
dence earlier  than  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  that  the  Thomas  Chaucer  whose  great- 
grandson,  John  de  la  Pole,  Earl  of  Lincoln,  was  declared  heir  to  the  throne  by  his 
uncle,  Richard  III.,  in  1484,  was  Chaucer's  son.  As  Thomas  Chaucer  was  a  man  oi 
great  wealth,  and  of  some  mark,  we  should  have  expected  to  find  early  and  undoubted 
evidence  as  to  his  parentage.  We  find,  however,  that  Thomas  Gascoigne,  who  wrote 
a  Theological  Dictionary,  and  died  in  1458,  refers  to  the  poet  in  these  words:  —  *  Fuit 
idem  Chawscrus  pater  Thomae  Chawserus,  armigcri,  qui  Thomas  sepelitur  in  Nuhelm 
iuxta  Oxoniam.'  Gascoigne  was  in  a  position  to  know  the  truth,  since  he  was  Chan- 
cellor of  Oxford,  and  Thomas  Chaucer  had  held  the  manor  of  Ewelme,  at  no 
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great  distance,  till  his  death  in  1434.  If  this  information  be  correct,  it  then 
becomes  highly  probable  that  Chaucer's  wife  Philippa  was  Philippa  Roet,  sister 
of  the  Kathanne  de  Roet  oC  Hainault,  who  married  Sir  John  Swynford,  and  after- 
wards became  the  mistress,  and  in  1396  the  third  wife  of  John  of  Gaunt.  This 
has  been  inferred  from  the  fact  that  Thomas  Chaucer's  arms  contain  three  wheels, 
sui^Msed  to  represent  the  name  of  Roet ;  since  the  Old  French  roet  means  '  a  little 
wheel.'  Those  who  accept  this  infierence  see  good  reasons  for  explaining  the 
favours  extended  to  Chaucer  both  by  John  of  Gaunt  himself  and  his  son  King 
Henry  IV. 

CHARACTER  OF  CHAUCER. 

There  is  no  space  here  for  exhibiting  fully  the  revelation  of  Chaucer's  character 
as  expressed  by  numerous  passages  in  his  works.  We  easily  recognise  in  them 
a  man  of  cheerful  and  genial  nature,  with  great  powers  of  originality,  full  of 
freshness  and  humour,  a  keen  observer  of  men,  and  at  the  same  time  an  en- 
thusiastic and  untiring  student  of  books.  He  tells  a  story  excellently  and  sets  his 
characters  before  us  with  dramatic  clearness ;  and  he  has  also  an  exquisite  ear  for 
music  and  pays  great  attention  to  the  melodious  flow  of  his  verse.  Except  in  his 
prose  tales,  he  frequently  affects,  in  his  Canterbury  Tales,  an  air  of  simplicity 
which  sits  upon  him  gracefully  enough.  In  his  Prologue  to  Sir  Thopas,  he  describes 
himself  as  a  '  large,'  i.  e.  a  somewhat  corpulent  man,  and  no  '  poppet '  to  embrace, 
that  is, not  slender  in  the  waist;  as  having  an  'elvish'  or  abstracted  look,  often 
sfarmgon  the  ground  'as  if  he  would  find  a  hare,'  and  'doing  no  dalliance'  to  any 
man*  i.  e.  not  entering  briskly  into  casual  conversation.  His  numerous  references 
and  quotations  show  that  he  was  deeply  read  in  all  medieval  learning,  and  well 
acquamted  with  Latin,  French  (both  of  England  and  of  the  continent),  and  Italian, 
besides  being  a  master  of  the  East-midland  dialect  of  English.  A  passage  in  the 
Reves  Tale  imitates  some  of  the  peculiarities  of  the  Northumbrian  dialect  with 
much  fidelity.  On  the  other  hand,  he  occasionally  introduces  forms  into  his  poems 
HaaX  are  peculiarly  Kentish;  owing,  as  I  am  inclined  to  suggest,  to  his  residence 
lor  some  years  at  Greenwich.  In  his  Hous  of  Fame,  he  tells  us  how  he  had  '  set  his 
wit  to  make  books,  songs,  and  ditties  in  rime/  and  often  '  made  his  head  ache  at 
night  with  writing  in  his  study.'  For,  when  he  had  done  his  official  work  for  the 
day,  and  '  made  his  reckonings,'  he  used  to  go  home  and  become  wholly  absorbed 
in  his  books,  'hearing  neither  this  nor  that';  and,  'in  stead  of  rest  and  new 
tilings '  (recreation),  he  used  '  to  sit  at  a  book,  as  dumb  as  a  stone,  till  his  look  was 
dased';  and  thus  did  he  'five  as  a  hermit,  though  (unlike  a  hermit)  his  abstinence 
was  bat  little.'  So  great  (as  he  tells  us  in  the  Prologue  to  The  Legend  of  Good 
Womem)  was  his  love  of  nature,  that.  '  when  the  month  of  May  is  come,  and  I  hear 
the  birds  sing,  and  see  the  flowers  springing  up,  £Eu-ewell  then  to  my  book  and 
to  my  devotion'  to  reading.  In  many  passages  he  insists  on  the  value  of  the 
purity  of  womanhood  and  the  nobility  of  manhood,  taking  the  latter  to  be  de- 
pendent upon  good  feeling  and  courtesy.  As  he  says  in  TAe  Wife  of  Bath's  Tale^ 
*  the  man  who  is  always  the  most  virtuous,  and  most  endeavours  to  be  constant  in  the 
performance  of  gentle  deeds,  is  to  be  taken  to  be  the  greatest  gentleman.  Christ 
desires  that  we  should  derive  our  gentleness  from  Him,  and  not  from  our  ancestors, 
however  rich.' 
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WRITINGS  OF  CHAUCER. 

Other  notices  of  Chaucer  must  be  gathered  from  his  writings  and  from  what  v 
know  about  them.  It  is  advisable  to  date  his  various  works,  where  possible,  as  well ; 
we  can,  and  to  consider  the  result. 

Chaucer's  works  fall  (as  shewn  by  Ten  Brink)  into  three  periods.  During  tl 
first  of  these,  he  imitated  French  models,  particularly  the  famous  and  very  long  poe: 
entitled  L^  Roman  de  la  Rose,  of  which,  as  he  himself  tells  us,  he  made  a  translatio 
It  so  happens  that  there  exist  what  are  apparently  two.  but  are  really  three  fraj 
ments  of  translations  of  two  different  parts  of  this  poem;  they  are  found  in 
MS.  at  Glasgow,  written  out  about  A.D.  1430-40,  and  in  the  early  printed  edition 
These  three  fragments,  marked  A,  B,  C  in  the  present  volume,  appear  to  be  t 
different  hands ;  and  only  the  first  of  them  can  be  reconciled  with  Chaucer's  usu 
diction  and  grammar.  We  must  regretfully  infer  that  the  major  part  of  Chaucer 
own  translation  is  irrecoverably  lost  The  poems  of  this  First  Period  were  writtc 
before  he  set  out  on  his  Italian  travels  in  1372,  and  there  is  no  trace  in  them  of  at 
Italian  influence. 

The  poems  of  the  Second  Period  (1373-1384)  clearly  shew  the  influence  of  Italia 
literature,  especially  of  Dante's  Divina  Commedia,  and  of  Boccaccio's  poems  entitle 
II  Teseide  and  II  Filostrato.  Curiously  enough,  there  is  nothing  to  shew  thj 
Chaucer  was  acquainted,  at  first-hand,  with  Boccaccio's  Decamerone. 

The  poems  of  the  Third  Period  are  chiefly  remarkable  for  a  larger  share  of  orig 
nality,  and  are  considered  as  beginning  with  the  Legend  of  Good  Women,  the  fir 
poem  in  which  the  poet  employed  what  is  now  known  as  the  '  heroic '  couplet.wfaic 
he  adapted  from  Guillaume  de  Machault. 

The  following  list  is  arranged,  conjecturally,  in  chronological  order. 

Origenes  upon  the  Maudeleyne  {lost). 

Book  of  the  l^oun  {lost), 

Ceys  and  Alcioun ;  afterwards  (probably)  partly  preserved  in  the  Book  of  th 
Duchesse. 

The  Romaunt  of  the  Rose.  (Fragment  A  (11.  1-1705)  is  all  that  can  fairly  b 
claimed  as  Chaucer's  work.  Fragment  B  is  written  in  a  dialect  approximating  to  ttu 
of  Lincolnshire.    The  author  of  Fragment  C,  like  that  of  B,  remains  unknown.) 

A.  B.  C.  —  Minor  Poems,  I. 

1369.  Book  of  the  Duchesse.  —  M.  P.  III. 

Lyf  of  St  Cecyle  (afterwards  adapted  to  become  the  Second  Nonnes  Tale). 

Monkes  Tale  (parts  of) ;  lines  3365-3652  clearly  belong  to  a  later  period. 

About  X372-3.    Clerkes  Tale ;  except  E  995-1008,  and  the  Envoy. 

Palamon  and  Arcite ;  of  which  some  scraps  are  preserved  in  other  poems.  It  wa 
also  used  as  the  basis  of  the  Knightes  Tale. 

Compleint  to  his  Lady.  —  M.  P.  VI. 

An  Amorous  Compleint,  made  at  Windsor. — M.  P.  XXII. 

Womanly  Noblesse.—  M.  P.  XXIV. 

Compleint  imto  Pitfe.  —  M.  P.  II. 

Anelida  and  Arcite  (containing  ten  stanzas  from  Palamon).  —  M.  P.  VII. 

The  Tale  of  Melibeus  (in  its  original  form) ;  partly  translated  from  Albertano  < 
Brescia. 

The  Persones  Tale  (in  its  original  form) ;  partly  translated  fsom  Frire  Lorens. 
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Of  the  Wretched  Engendring  of  Mankind ;  mentioned  in  the  Legend,  Text  A, 
1. 414 ;  and  partly  preserved  in  scraps  occurring  in  the  Man  of  Lawes  Tale,  B  99-zai, 

421-7, 771-7,  935-931.  113S-41. 

Man  of  Lawes  Tale  (in  its  original  form)  ;  partly  translated  from  Nicholas  Trivet. 

1377-81.  Translation  of  Boethius. 

1379?  Complaint  of  Mars.  —  M.  P.  IV. 

1379-83.  TroOus  and  Criseyde ;  (partly  from  Boccaccio's  II  Filostrato  and  Gtiido 
delle  Colonne's  Historia  Troiae;  containing  three  stanzas  from  Palaraon). 

Wordes  to  Adam  (concerning  Boethius  and  Troilus).  —  M.  P.  VIII. 

The  Former  Age;  chiefly  from  Boethius,  Book  II.  met.  V.  —  M.  P.  IX. 

Fortune ;  containing  hints  from  Boethius.  —  M.  P.  X. 

1382.  Parlement  of  Foules  (containing  six  stanzas  fit>m  Palamon) .  —  M.  P.  V. 

1383-4.  House  of  Fame ;  containing  hints  from  Dante ;  unfinisketL 

1385-6.  Legend  of  Good  Women ;  unfinished, 

1386.  Canterbury  Tales  begun. 

1387-8.  Central  period  of  the  Canterbury  Tales. 

1389,  &c.  The  Tales  continued. 

1391.  Treatise  on  the  Astrolabe ;  chiefly  from  Messahala ;  unfinished, 

1393?  Compleint  of  Venus.  — M.  P.  XVIII. 

1393.  Lenvoy  to  Scogan.  —  M.  P.  XVI. 

1396.  Lenvoy  to  Bukton.  —  M.  P.  XVII. 

1399.  Envoy  to  Compleint  to  his  Purse.  —  M.  P.  XIX. 

The  following  occasional  triple  roundel  and  balades  may  have  been  composed 
between  1380  and  1396:  —  Merciless  Beauts.  —  M.  P.  XL  Balade  to  Rosemounde. — 
M.  P.  XII.  Against  Women  Unconstaunt.  —  M.  P.  XXI.  Compleint  to  his  Purse 
(except  the  Envoy).  —  M.  P.  XIX.  Lak  of  Stedfastnesse.  —  M.  P.  XV.  Gentilesse.  — 
M.  P.  XIV.    Truth.  — M.  P.  XIII.    Proverbes  of  Chaucer.  — M.  P.  XX. 

EDITIONS  OF  CHAUCER. 

Several  of  Chaucer's  Poems  were  printed  at  various  times  by  Caxton  and  others, 
but  the  first  collected  edition  of  his  works  was  that  edited  by  W.  Thynne  in  1532. 
This  was  reprinted,  with  the  addition  of  the  spurious  Plowman* s  Tale,  in  1542 ;  and 
again,  about  1550.  Later  editions  appeared  in  1561  (with  large  additions  by  John 
Stowe) ;  in  1598  (re-edited  by  Thomas  Speght),  second  edition,  1602,  and  reprinted  in 
1687.  Still  later  editions  were  the  very  bad  one  by  Urry,  in  1721,  and  the  excellent  one 
by  Tyrwhitt,  of  the  Canterbury  Tales  only,  in  1775-8.  These  editions,  excepting 
Tyrwhitt's,  have  done  much  to  confuse  the  public  as  to  the  genuine  works  of  Chaucer, 
because  in  them  a  large  ndbber  of  poems,  some  known  (even  by  the  editors)  to  be  by 
Lydgale.  Gower,  Hoccleve,  and  Scogan,  together  with  others  obviously  spurious,  were 
carelessly  added  to  works  by  Chaucer  himself  ;  and  many  erroneous  notions  have 
been  deduced  from  the  study  of  this  incongruous  mixture. 

It  most  suffice  to  say  here  that  most  of  the  later  editions,  since  the  publication  of 
Tyrwbitfs  remarks  on  the  subject,  reject  many  of  these  additional  pieces,  but  still 
unadvisedly  admit  the  poems  entitled  The  Court  of  Love,  The  Complaint  of  the  Bletck 
Knigki,  Chaucer's  Dream,  The  Flower  and  the  Leaf  and  The  Cuckoo  and  the  Nightin- 
gale, Of  these.  The  Complaint  of  the  Black  Knight  is  now  known  to  be  by  Lydgate ; 
The  PUmer  emd  the  Leaf  cannot  be  earlier  than  1450,  and  was  probably  written,  as  it 
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purports  to  be,  by  a  lady ;  whilst  1^  Cauri  of  Love  can  hardly  be  earlier  than  1500. 
and  Chaucer's  Dream  (so  called)  is  of  still  later  date.  Nothing  but  a  complete  igno- 
rance of  the  history  of  the  English  language  can  connect  these  fifteenth-century  and 
sixteenth-century  poems  with  Chaucer.  The  only  poem,  in  the  above  set,  which  can 
possibly  be  as  old  as  the  fourteenth  century,  is  The  Cuckoo  and  the  Nightingale.  There 
is  no  evidence  of  any  kind  to  connect  it  with  Chaucer ;  and  Professor  Lounsbury 
decisively  rejects  it,  on  the  internal  evidence.  It  admits  a  few  rimes  (see  p.  xxii)  such 
as  Chaucer  nowhere  employs. 


GRAMMATICAL  HINTS. 

The  following  brief  hints  contain  but  a  minimum  of  information,  and  include 
nothing  that  should  not  be  extremely  fiEuniliar  to  the  student. 

Observe  that,  in  Chaucer's  English,  the  final  syllables  -e^  -ed,  -en,  -es,  almost  always 
form  a  distinct  and  separate  syllable,  so  that  a  large  number  of  words  had  then  a 
syllable  more  than  they  have  now.  Unless  this  rule  be  observed,  no  progress  in  the 
study  is  possible.  In  particular,  always  soimd  this  final  -e  (like  the  a  in  China)  at  the 
end  of  a  line. 

Final  -<  is  elided,  or  slurred  over,  wh-^n  the  next  word  begins  with  a  vowel,  oris  one 
of  certain  words  beginning  with  h,  viz.  Ti)  a  pronoun,  as  he;  (a)  part  of  the  verb 
have;  (3)  the  adverbs  heer,  how;  (4}  r:ute  h  in  honour,  houre.  In  a  similar  position, 
final  -er,  -eh,  -el,  -y  are  slurred  over  likewise;  Hivts get-en  is  i^dMy gefn  in  1.  agii. 

Final  -e  is  sometimes  dropped  in  a  few  common  words,  such  as  were,  were,  hadde, 
had,  wolde,  would. 

Middle  -e-  is  also  sometimes  dropped,  as  in  havenes,  pronounced  (haavnez),  1.  407. 
But  trew-e-ly  (481)  is  trisyllabic. 

The  reasons  for  sounding  the  final  -e,  -en,  -es,  as  distinct  syllables,  are  grammatical. 
These  endings  represent  older  inflexions,  mostly  Anglo-Saxon ;  and  were  once,  in 
fact,  essential.  But,  in  Chaucer's  time,  they  were  beginning  to  disappear,  and  many 
are  now  lost  altogether. 

Final  -e.  The  various  sources  of  the  M.E.  (i.  e.  Middle-English)  final  -e  are, 
chiefly,  these  following. 

I.  The  A.S.  (Anglo-Saxon)  sb.  ended  ina  voweL  Thus  A.S.  har-a,  a  hare,  became 
M.E.  har-e  (191). 

3.  The  A.F.  (Anglo-French)  sb.  ended  in  a  vowel  which  was  formerly  sounded. 
Thus  A.F.  milodi-e  (four  syllables)  is  M.E.  melody-e  (four  syllables.  9). 

3.  The  dative  case  often  ends  in  -e,  especially  after  the  prepositions  at,  by,  for,  in,  of, 
on,  to.  Thus  rdt-e  (2)  is  the  dative  case  of  root,  a  root.  We  even  find  the  form  of  an 
oblique  case  used  as  a  nom.  case,  owing  to  confusion.  Thus  A.S.  hwelp^  a  whelp, 
makes  the  dat.  hwelp-e;  Chaucer  has  whelps  as  a  nominative  (257). 

4.  The  forms  hell-e  (so  in  A.S.),  sonn-e  (A.S.  sunn-an)  are  geniiives  ;  see  Book  Duch. 
171 ;  A  1051.    Similarly  -y  represents  a  genitive  sufiiz  in  lad-y,  88,  695. 

5.  The  definite  form  of  the  adjective  (i.  e.  the  form  used  when  the  deC  art.  the  or  a 
possessive  or  demonstrative  pronoun  precedes  it)  ends  in  -€»    Ex. :  th*yong-e,  7. 

6.  The  adj.  pi  ends  in  -r  /  as  smal-e,  9. 

>  The  numbers  refer  to  the  lines  of  The  Prologue  to  the  Canteibury  Tales;  tee  p.  419. 
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7.  Even  the  adj.  sing,  may  end  in  -*;  as  swit-e  (5),  from  A.S.  sweU,  sweet,  in  which 
the  final  -e  is  essential.    So  also  trewe^  from  A.S.  tretnoe  :  531. 

8.  Verbs:  the  infinitive  and  gerund  (with  to)  end  in  -tn^oi  -e ;  as  big^iim-e,  4a;  /or 
to  rys-e,  33. 

9.  Strong  verbs :  the  pp.  (past  participle)  ends  in  -en  or  -^ ;  as  y-rotin-e,  8. 

la  Weak  verbs:  the  pt.  t  (past  tense)  ends  in  -ede,  -de,  -te.-e;  as  say^.jo.  Some- 
times in  -ed,  z& proved,  547.  Observe  lakh-e-de,  756;  lov'de,  97;  wet-te,  lag;  wemt-efyS. 

11.  Verbs:  various  other  inflexions  in-€H  ot -€.  Thus  slep-en^  3  p.  pr.  pi.,  10; 
ioer-€H,  I  p.  pt  p!.,  29 ;  gess-e,  i  p.  pr.  s.,  8a ;  smert-e,  3  p.  pr.  s.  subj.,  230,  &c. 

12.  Adverbs  and  prepositions  may  end  in  -en  ox  -e ;  as  aiov-en,  53;  aboiU-e,  prep. 
158.  adv.  488. 

Final  -en.  The  suffix  -en  usually  denotes  either  (i)  the  pi.  sb.,  as  hos-tn,  456; 
(2)  the  infin.  or  gerundial  infin.  of  a  verb,  as  to  loend-en,  21 ;  (3)  the  pp.  of  a  strong 
verb,  as  kolp-tn,  18 ;  (4)  the  pi.  of  any  tense  of  a  verb,  as  wer-en,  1  p.  pt.  pi.,  29 ;  (5) 
a  prep,  or  adverb,  as  abov-en^  53. 

Final  -es.  The  final  -es  denotes  either  (i)  the  gen.  sing.,  as  lord-es,  47;  (2)  the 
pi.  sb.,  as  shour-€s,  i ;  or  (3)  an  adverb,  as  thry-€s,  562.  But  the  gen.  of  ia^  is  lady; 
and  of  fader  \%  fader.    And  the  plural  may  end  in  -s,  as  in  palmers^  13. 

The  student  should  endeavour  to  make  out,  in  every  case,  the  reason  for  the  use  of 
final  '€,  -en,  or  -es.  He  will  thus  acquire  the  grammar.  The  above  hints  explain  most 
cases  that  can  arise. 

Farther  notes.  Some  neuter  sbs.  do  not  change  in  the  plural,  as  kors,  pi. 
hers,   74.    So  also  neet,  sheep,  stuyn,  yeer. 

Comparatives  end  in  -er,  as  grett-er,  adj.,  197 ;  or  -re,  as  ftr-re,  adv.,  48.  Super- 
latives, in  -est,  occasional  def.  form  -est-e,  as  best-e,  252.  Pronouns :  tho,  those ;  this, 
pi.  thise,  these;  thilke,  that;  ilke,  same.  Atte,  for  at  the.  Ye,  nom. ;  yow,  dat.  and 
ace,  you.  Hir,  their  (also  her) ;  hem^  them.  His,  his,  its.  Whiche,  what  sort  of,  40; 
what,  i.  e.  *  why,'  184 ;  That  ,  .  .  he,  who,  44,  45 ;  whd  so,  whoever,  741.  Men,  one, 
with  a  sing,  verb,  as  men  smoot,  one  smote,  149. 

Verbs.  Verbs  are  distinguished  as  being  weak  or  strong.  In  the  former,  the  pp. 
ends  in  -ed,  -d,  or  -//  in  the  latter,  in  -en,  or  -e, 

A  simple  rule  is  this.  In  weak  verbs,  the  pt.  t.  ends  in  -ede  (rarely  -td),  -de,  -ie,  -e, 
so  that  the  final  -e  is  here  extremely  common,  but  it  does  not  appear  in  the  pp. ; 
conversely,  in  strong  verbs,  it  is  the  pp.  that  ends  in  -en  or  -e,  which  never  appears  in 
the  first  or  third  person  singular  of  the  past  tense.  Elx.  went-e,  3  p.  pt.  s.,  78,  is 
a  weak  past  tense ;  cla-d,  103,  is  a  weak  pp.  Conversely,  y-ronn-e,  8,  is  a  strong  pp. ; 
tleep,  98,  is  a  strong  pt  t.  The  prefix  y-  (A.S.  ge-)  can  be  prefixed  to  any  pp.,  and 
makes  no  difference. 

Strong  verbs  usually  shew  vowel-change ;  thus  bigan  (44)  is  the  pt  t  of  biginnen. 
But  note  that  this  is  not  a  sure  guide;  for  raugh-ie  (136)  is  the  pt  t.  of  rech-en,  to 
reach,  and  is  weak.    Slep^n,  to  sleep,  pt.  t  sleep,  is  strong. 

In  strong  verbs,  the  vowel  of  the  past  tense  is  changed,  sometimes,  in  the  plural. 
Thus  the  pt  t  sing,  of  ryd-en,  to  ride,  is  rood,  169 ;  but  the  pi.  is  rid-en,  825.  The  pp. 
is  aiso  rid-en,  48. 

The  usual  formulae  for  the  conjugation  of  verbs  are  as  follows. 

Present  tense.    Sing,  -e,  -est,  -eth  (-th) ;  pi.  -en  or  -e. 

Past  tense ;  weak  verbs.  Sing,  -ede  {-de  or  -ed) ,  -de,  -te,  -e  (in  persons  i  and  3); 
-edest,  -desif  -test,  -est  (a  person) .    Plural,  -eden,^  -ede^  -de^  -den,  -ten,  -U,  -e  (all  persons). 
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Past  tense ;  strong  verbs.  Sing,  indie  no  sujfix  (in  persons  i  and  3) ;  -«,  occa- 
sionally (2  person).    Sing.  subj.  -e  (all  persons).    Plural  of  both  moods:  -en,  -e. 

Imperative.  Sing.  ,9  person:  no  sujix  (usually);  -€  (in  some  weak  verbs). 
Plural,  a  person:  -^M,  -th;  (sometimes  -e). 

Infinitive :  -en,  -e.  The  gerundial  infinitive  has  to  or  for  to  prefixed,  and  often 
denotes  purpose. 

Participles.  Present :  -ing,  often  -inge  at  the  end  of  a  line.  Pp.  of  weak  verbs : 
-ed,  -d,  -t.    Pp.  of  strong  verbs :  -en,  -e, 

N.B.  We  find  the  contracted  form  hU,  for  biddeth,  in  the  3  p.  pr.  s.  indicative,  187. 

Similar  contractions  are  common ;  hence  hit  means  '  hideth ' ;  rit  means  '  rideth ' ; 
sit, '  sitteth ' ;  let, '  leadeth,'  B  1496 ;  &c 

Formation  of  Past  Tenses.  The  form  of  the  pt.  t.  of  a  weak  verb  depends  on 
the  form  of  its  stem.    There  are  three  classes  of  such  verbs. 

1.  Infin.  -ten ;  pt.  -ede  {-de),  or  -ed.  Thus  lov-ien,  to  love ;  pt.  t.  lov-ede  {pronounced 
luvd»),  or  lov-ed  (luved).    Compare  lakk-e-de,  756;  though  the  infin.  is  lakk^en. 

2.  Infin. -^/i;  pt.  t.-de,-te,  or  sometimes  (after  d  or  t)-e;  without  vowel-change, 
except  such  as  is  due  to  contraction.  Ex.  Aer-en,  to  hear,  pt.  t.  Aer-de;  kep-en,  to 
keep,  pt.  t.  kep-te :  led-en,  to  lead,  pt.  t.  lad-de  (short  for  if^d-de),    Cf.  went-e,  went. 

3.  Infin.  -en,  with  a  modified  vowel  in  the  infinitive,  the  root-Vowel  appearing  in 
the  pt.  t.  and  pp.  Thus  the  root  SOK  (ct  Gothic  sokjan,  to  seek)  appears  in  the 
A.S.  pt.  t.  sbh-te,  pp.  sbh-t,  M.E.  soght-e,  sogh-t ;  but  the  o  becomes  e  (as  in  A.S,/dt, 
foot,  pi. /^/,  feet)  in  the  infin.  sec-an,  M.E.  sek-en,  E.  seek,  Cf.  tell-en,  pt.  t.  tol-de  ; 
tech-en,  pt.  t.  taugh-te. 

N.B.  The  pp.  of  a  weak  verb  results  fi'om  the  pt  t.  by  dropping  -e  (unless  it  has 
been  dropped  already) ;  thus  pt  t  tol-de  gives  pp.  tol-d, 

Stronsr  verbs.  The  seven  conjugations  of  strong  verbs  are  given  in  my  Princi- 
ples of  Etymology.  I  take  as  representative  verbs  the  following :  fcUl,  shake,  bear,  give, 
drink,  drive,  choose,  A  more  usual  order  (though  it  makes  no  real  difference)  is 
I.  drive,  2.  choose,  3.  drink,  4.  bear,  S^give,  6.  shake,  7.  fall. 

The  '  principal  parts '  are :  (a)  the  infinitive ;  (b)  the  past  tense,  singular ;  (c)  the 
pt.  t.  pi. ;  (d)  the  pp. 

1.  'Drive.'  Here  Chaucer  has:  (a)  tyd-en,  to  ride;  (b)  rood;  (c)  rld-en ;  (d) 
rid-en.  So  also  byt-en,  bite,  tys-en,  rise,  shyn-en,  shine,  shryv-en,  shrive,  stnyt-en,  smite, 
wryt-en,  write  i.    I  here  write  y  to  denote  long  1. 

2.  'Choose.'    As:  (a)  j^M-^^f ,  to  seethe ;  {^)  seeth;  {c,fl)  sod-en. 

3.  '  Drink.'  As :  (a)  biginn-en ;  (b)  bigan ;  (c)  bigonnen ;  (d)  bigonnen.  So  also 
drinken,  ginnen,  rinnen,  to  run,  singen,  springen,  swinken,  to  toil,  winnen,  delven, 
/Sghten  (pt.  t  s. /aught),  helpen,  kerven,  thresshen. 

4.  '  Bear.'  As:  (a)  ber-en ;  (b)  bar;  {c)ber-en;  (d)  bor-en.  Soaho breken,sheren, 
stelen.     Comen  has :  (b)  com ;  (c)  com-en ;  (d)  c9m-en. 

5.  'Give.'  As:  {a) yev-en,yiv-en;  {b) ya/;  {c)yhhen;  {d)  yiv-en.  So  also geten 
{pp. geten);  speken  {pp.  spoken), 

6.  'Shake.'  As:  (a)  bak-en ;  (b)  book;  (c)  bok-en;  (d)  bak-en.  So  a\so  dratoen, 
shaken,  shaven,  stonden  (pt.  t.  stood) ,  taken,  sweren  (pp.  swor-e) . 

7.  '  Fall.'    As :  (a)  fall-en  ;  (b)  JU;  (c)  JUl-en ;  (d)  fail-en.    So  holden,  pt  t  held; 

*  Chaucer's  Prologue  does  not  contain  specimens  of  all  the  parts  of  the  verbs  mentioned. 
Thus  x?th*H  only  occurs  in  the  infinitive  (383) ;  however,  the  pi.  t.  seeth  occurs  elsewhere,  vix.  in 
the  Clerkcs  Tale,  £337. 
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iei-efi,  pt.  t.  /^//;  slip-en,  pt.  t.  sleep;  blbwen^growen,  kncw-en,  pt.  t  blew,  &c.;  wep-en, 
pt  t.  «v^;  goam,  pp.  y-goon,  y-go^  a86.  Compare  the  complete  list  of  strong  M.E. 
verbs,  in  Si>ecimens  of  English,  ed.  Morris  and  Skeat,  pt.  i. 

AnomiaJoua  Verbe.  Among  these  note  the  following.  Been,  ben,  are.  Imper. 
pi.  beeth,  beth,  be  ye.     Pp.  been,  ben,  been. 

Can,  I  know;  pi.  connen;  pt.  t.  coude,  knew,  could:  pp.  couth,  known.  Dar, 
I  dare;  pt.  t.  dorste.  May,  I  may;  pi.  mowen;  subjunctive,  mowe,  pi.  mowen.  Moot, 
I  must,  I  may,  he  must,  he  may;  pi.  mbten,  mote ;  pt.  t.  mbste.  Oghte,  ought.  Shal, 
pi.  shulUn,  skul :  pt.  t.  sholde.  Witen,  to  know;  wool,  wot,  I  know,  he  knows  ;  pi. 
witen  (correctly;  but  Chaucer  also  has  >'^  wool);  pt.  t.  wiste,  knew;  pp.  itnst.  Wil, 
wol,  wole,  will;  pi.  wolen,  wilen;  pt.  t.  wolde.     "Diar,  needs ;  pt.  t.  thurte, 

Negr&tives.  Nam,  for  ne  am,  am  not;  nis,  for  ne  is,  is  not;  nas,  was  not;  nere, 
were  not;  nadde,  had  not;  nil,  will  not;  nolde,  would  not;  noot,  I  know  not,  he 
knows  not;  niste,  knew  not;  ne  ,  .  ,  ne,  neither  .  .  .  nor,  603.  Double  negatives. 
70. 71,  &c. 

Adverbs.  End  in  -e,  as  dep-e,  deeply ;  or  -fy,  as  subtil-ly ;  or  -e-ly,  as  tretthe-fy, 
truly ;  or  -en,  -e,  as  bifor-en,  bifor-e ;  or  in  -es,  as  thry-es,  thrice.  Ther,  where,  547 ; 
ther  as,  where  that,  34. 

PrepositionB.  End  in  -en,  -e,  -es;  &c.  Til,  for  to,  before  a  vowel  IVi/A  adjoins 
its  verb ;  791. 

METRE. 

Chaucer  was  our  first  great  metrist,  and  enriched  our  literature  with  several 
forms  of  metre  which  had  not  been  previously  employed  in  English.  These  he 
borrowed  chiefly  from  Guillaume  de  Machault,  who  made  use  of  stanzas  of  seven, 
eight,  and  nine  lines,  and  even  wrote  at  least  one  Compleint  in  the  'heroic' 
couplet 

The  metre  of  four  accents,  in  rimed  couplets,  had  been  in  use  in  English  long 
before  Chaucer's  time ;  and  he  adopted  it  in  translating  Le  Roman  de  la  Rose  (the 
original  being  in  the  same  metre),  in  the  Book  of  the  Duchesse,  and  in  the  House  of 
Fame. 

The  ballad-metre,  as  employed  in  the  Tale  of  Sir  Thopas,  is  also  older  than  his 
time.    In  £act,  this  Tale  is  a  burlesque  imitation  of  some  of  the  old  Romances. 

The  four-line  stanza,  in  the  Proverbes,  was  likewise  nothing  new. 

But  he  employed  the  following  metres,  in  English,  for  the  first  time. 

I.  The  8-line  stanza,  with  the  rimes  arranged  in  the  order  ababbcbc ;  i.  e.  with  the 
first  line  (a)  riming  with  the  third  (a),  and  so  on.  Exx.  A.B.C. ;  The  Monkes  Tale; 
The  Former  Age ;  Lenvoy  to  Bukton. 

i^.  The  same,  thrice  repeated,  with  a  refrain.  Ex.  (part  of)  Fortune;  Compleint 
to  Venus ;  Balade  to  Rosemounde. 

a.  The  7-line  stanza,  with  the  rimes  ababbcc;  a  favourite  metre.  Exx.  Lyf  of 
Seint  Cecyle ;  Clerkes  Tale ;  Palamon  and  Arcite ;  (part  of)  Compleint  to  his  Lady ; 
An  Amorous  Compleint;  Compleint  to  Pit^;  (part  of)  Anelida;  The  Wretched 
Engendring  of  Mankind ;  The  Man  of  Lawes  Tale ;  (part  of)  The  Compleint  of  Mars ; 
Troilus  and  Criseyde ;  Wordes  to  Adam ;  (part  of)  The  Parlement  of  Foules ;  (parts 
of)  The  Canterbury  Tales ;  Lenvoy  to  Scogan. 

a  b.  The  same  7-line  stanza,  thrice  repeated,  with  a  refirain.    Exx.  Against  Women 
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Unconstaunt ;  Compleint  to  his  Purse ;  Lak  of  Stedfiutnesse ;  Gentilesse ;  Truth.    Also 
in  the  Legend  of  Good  Women.  249-069. 

2  c.  The  7-line  stanza,  with  the  rimes  ababbab.    Ex.  (part  of)  Fortune. 

3.  Terza  Rima.    Only  a  few  lines ;  in  the  Compleint  to  his  Lady. 

4.  The  lo-line  stanza,  aabaabcddc.    In  the  Compleint  to  his  Lady. 

5.  The  9-line  stanza,  aabaabbab.    Only  in  Anelida. 

5  b.  The  same,  with  internal  rimes.    Only  in  Anelida. 

5  c.  The  same  as  5,  but  thrice  repeated.    Only  in  Womanly  Noblesse. 

6.  Two  stanzas  of  16  lines  each;  with  the  rimes  aaabaaab  •  bbbabbba.  Only  in 
Anelida. 

7.  The  9-line  stanza,  aabaabbcc.    Only  in  the  latter  part  of  the  Compleint  of  Mars. 

8.  The  roundeU    In  the  Parlement  of  Foules ;  and  Merciless  Beauts. 

9.  The  heroic  couplet.  In  the  Legend  of  Good  Women  and  parts  of  the  Canter- 
bury Tales. 

10.  A  6-line  stanza,  repeated  six  times ;  with  the  rimes  ababcb.  Only  in  the  £nvoy 
to  the  Clerkes  Tale. 

11.  A  lo-line  stanza,  aabaabbaab.    Only  in  the  Envoy  to  the  Compleint  of  Venus. 

12.  A  6-line  stanza,  ababaa.    Only  in  the  Envoy  to  Womanly  Noblesse. 

13.  A  5-line  stanza,  aabba.    Only  in  the  Envoy  to  Compleint  to  his  Purse. 

The  following  pieces  are  in  prose.  The  Tale  of  Melibeus.  The  Persones  Tale. 
The  translation  of  Boethius,  De  Consolatione  Philosophiae.  The  Treatise  on  the 
Astrolabe. 

VERSIFICATION. 

Some  lines  drop  the  first  syllable,  and  the  first  foot  contains  one  syllable  only ; 
as :  Ging  |  len  in,  &c.  170. 

Many  rimes  are  domhU,  as  cloistre,  oistre,  181 ;  Rom-^,  id  me,  671 ;  nan-es,  noon  is,  533. 
Always  sound  final  -€  at  the  end  of  a  Une.  Rimes  may  be  treble,  as  apotkec-4r-i^s, 
Utu-dr-i-€s,  425 ;  so  at  U.  207,  513,  709.    Compare  the  Grammatical  Hints. 

Caesura.  The  caesura,  or  middle  pause,  allows  extra  syllables  to  be  preserved. 
Thus,  at  1.  993,  we  have :  — 

For  hfm  was  l^ver — hav*  At  his  b6ddes  h6ed. 

The  pause  gives  time  for  the  -er,  of  Ihher,    Similarly,  we  may  preserve  the  -er  of 
deliver,  84;  -*  in  mor-e,  98;  -^  in  curteisy-e,  132;  -ie  {—y)  in  car-ie,  13a 
Compare  also :  — 

With-6ut-e  bak-e  met-e  —  was  nev'r  his  hous ;    343. 
ThAt  I  no.dr6p-e  —  ne  fill'  upon  hir  brest ;   131. 

The  syllables  -er,  -€»,  -el,  -ed,  before  a  vowel,  or  h  (in  he,  &c.),  are  light,  and  do  not 
always  count  in  scansion ;  see  11.  84,  291,  296,  334,  &c.  Cf.  ma\ny  a  breem  |  ;  350. 
Read  the  lines  deliberately,  and  remember  the  old  pronunciation. 

Accent.  Variable,  in  some  words ;  ct  miller,  545,  with  the  archaic  trisyllabic 
mil-lir-e,  541.  Also,  in  French  words,  we  have  kdnour,  582;  but  the  archaic  hon&ur, 
46.    Cf.  licdur,  3 ;  verhi,  4. 

PRONUNCIATION. 

The  M.E.  pronunciation  was  widely  different  from  the  present,  especially  in  the 
vowel-sounds.    The  sounds  of  the  vowels  were  nearly  as  in  French  and  Italian. 
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They  can  be  denoted  by  phonetic  invariable  symbols,  enclosed  within  marks  of 
parenthesis.    Convenient  phonetic  symbols  are  these  following. 

Vowels,  (aa),  as  a  in  father;  (a)  short,  as  a  in  aha!  (ae),  open  long  if,  as  a  in 
Mary ;  (e),  open  short  ^,  as  ^  in  b^'d;  (ee),  close  long  e,  as  e  in  v<ril ;  (i)  short,  as  F.  i 
in  Uni,  or  (nearly)  as  £.  «  in  in ;  (ii),  as  ee  in  dte^ ;  (ao),  open  long  o^  as  aw  in  sau>  / 
(o)  open  short  0,  as  ^  in  Tio\\  (00),  close  long  ^,  as  0  in  noXe,  or  o  in  German  's^'; 
(u).  as  «  in  fivll ;  (uu),  as  00  in  liM^l ;  (ti),  as  F.  «  in  F. '  tcu ' ;  (U*),  as  long  G.  ii  in  G. 
'  grarn.'     Also  (a),  as  final  a  in  China. 

DiphtlionffS.  (ai),  sayinfiy;  (au),  as  <ntf  in  noio  ;  (ei) ,  as  ei  in  v«/l ;  (oi),  as  oi  in 
bi^il. 

Ck>n80Xiants  (special) .  (k),  as  ^  in  ^at ;  (s) ,  as  c  in  c\\.y ;  (ch) ,  as  in  chwxch ; 
(tch),  as  in  caJch;  (th),  as  th  in  Min;  (dh),  as  th  in  Men.  Also  (h),  when  not  initial, 
to  denote  a  guttural  sound,  like  G.  ch  in  Nar^t,  Li^t,  but  weaker,  and  varying  with 
the  preceding  vowel. 

An  accent  is  denoted  by  (*).  as  in  M.E.  name  (naa'ma). 

By  help  of  these  symbols,  it  is  possible  to  explain  the  meaning  of  the  M.E.  symbols 
employed  by  the  scribes  in  Chaucer's  Tales.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  sounds 
they  denote.  The  letters  in  thick  type  are  the  letters  actually  employed;  the  letters 
within  parenthesis  denote  the  sounds,  as  above. 

Observe  that  long  '  p,'  also  written  '  d,*  means  the  same  as  (ao)  ;  and  long '  p,*  also 
written  '  h,'  means  the  same  as  (ae). 

a  short,  (a).  Ex.  al  (al) ;  or  (az).  N.B.  The  modem  a  in  cat  (kaet)  is  denoted  by 
(ae) ,  and  does  not  occur  in  Chaucer. 

a  long,  (aa).  (i)  at  the  end  of  a  syllable;  as  a^e  (aa'ja)  ;  (2)  before  s  or  ce;  as 
cos  {ksa&)y/ace  (faa'sa). 

al.  ay  (ei),  originally  perhaps  (ai)  ;  but  eU  and  el,  both  being  pronounced  as  (ei), 
had  already  been  confused,  and  invariably  rime  together  in  Chaucer.  Cf.  ^.gay, 
prey. 

au,  aw  (au).    Ex.  avaunt  (avau'nt) ;  awe  (au*?). 

c,  as  (k),  except  before  e  and  i;  as  (s),  before  e  and  i. 

ch  (ch)  ;  cch  (tch). 

e  short,  (e).    ¥x./etheres  (fedh'rez);  middle  e  dropped. 

e  final,  (a) ;  and  often  dropped  or  elided  or  very  lightly  touched. 

e  long  and  open,  (ae).    Sometimes  denoted  by  '^ '  or  '  ^p.'    Ex.  clene  (klae'na). 

e  long  and  close,  (ee).    Ex.  swete  (swee'td)  ;  %oe^  (weep). 

ei,  ey  (ei).    Ex.  streU  (streit)  ;  wey  (wei). 

9  hard,  L  e.  (g) ,  except  before  e  and  i  ;  (j) ,  before  e  and  1.  Kx.g'o  (gao)  ;  age  (aa  'ja) . 

irh  (h),G,ch,  Ex.  light  (\\\hX).  The  vowel  was  at  first  short,  then  half-long  (as 
probably  in  Chaucer),  then  wholly  long,  when  the  (h)  dropped  out.  Later,  (ii)  became 
(ei)  and  is  now  (ai). 

9^  (n),  with  long  preceding  vowel;  as  digne  (dii'na). 

i  short,  (i).  As  F.  1  in  fifni ;  but  often  as  E.  t  in  in  ;  the  latter  is  near  enough.  So 
also  7,  when  short,  as  in  many  (man'i). 

i.  y  long,  (ii).    Ex.  /  (ii)  ;  melodye  (m^l'odii'a). 

ie  (ee),  the  same  as  ee.    Ex.  mischief  (mischeeO> 

I  consonantal,  (j).  Ex.  lay  (jei) ;  luge  (jii'ja).  So  in  the  MSS.;  but  here  printed 
•j.'asinyoy  (jei). 

le,  often  vocalic  (1),  as  in  E.  tempU  (temp'l).    But  note  stables  (staa'blez). 


xxii  Introtittction. 

ng  (ngg) ;  always  as  in  E.  litter,    Ex.  ihrn^  (thingg). 

o  short,  (o),  as  in  of  (ov) .  But  as  (pu)  before  ^^.  And  uofe  parHcularfy,  that  it  is 
always  (u),  i.e.  as  » in  iu\\  wherever  it  has  a  sound  like  u  in  mod.  E.,  as  in  company , 
son,  monk,  cousin,  Sec,    Ex.  somte  (sun*na),  monA  (mungk),  mocAe  (muchs). 

o  long  and  open,  (ao).  Sometimes  denoted  by  'p'  or  'pp.*  Ex.  ^o  (gAo) ;  stoon 
(staon). 

o  long  and  close,  (oo).    Ex.  sofe  (soo'ta) ;  Aood  (hood). 

ol.  oy  (oi). 

ou.  OW  (uu)  ;  as  in  Jlour  (fluur)  ;  now  (nuu).    Rarely  (pu),  as  in  souU  (spula). 

Offh'(puh),  with  open  0,  as  in  E.  not,  followed  by  short  (u). 

OUgrh  (uuh)  ;  with  uu  as  in  E,/ooi  (fuul) ;  or  as  Ofirh. 

r  is  always  strongfy  trilled,    BBh  (shsh),  as  in /ressht  (fresh*sha). 

U  short,  (a) ;  French ;  as  in  just  (jiist).    Rarely  (u),  as  in  cut  (kut)  ;  English. 

u  long,  (ti*) ,  as  in  nature  (natii'ra)  ;  French. 

we  final,  (wa),  but  often  merely  (u).    Ex.  arwes  (arwez)  ;  bowe  (baou'a,  bpu'a)  ; 
morwe  (moru) ;  so  blew  (blee'u). 

N.B.  Open  long  e  (ae)  often  arises  from  A.S.  a,  ea,  or  lengthening  of  e.  Ex.  wfre 
(waers),  A.S.  waron  ;  ffi  (aek),  A.S. eac ;  spfken  (spaekan),  A.S.  sprecan.  Open  long^ 
(ao)  often  arises  from  A.S.  a,  or  lengthening  of  0,  Ex. /J  (f&o),  A.S.  fa;  ^en,A.S. 
open,  Chaucer  refrains  from  riming  open  long  e  (ae),  when  arising  from  A.S.  ea,  or 
lengthening  of  e,  with  the  close  e  arising  from  A.S.  e  or  eo.  But  there  is  some  uncer- 
tainty about  the  quality  of  the  e  arising  from  A.S.  ^,  or  from  mutation. 

The  occurrence  of  rimes  such  as  Chaucer  never  employs  furnishes  an  easy  test  for 
poems  which  have  been  supposed  to  be  his  on  insufticient  grounds.  Thus,  in  The 
Cuckoo  and  the  Nightingale,  stanza  13, ^^^x rimes  with  been;  whereas  the  form  green 
never  occurs  in  Chaucer,  who  always  employs  gren-e  (gree'na)  as  a  dissyllable,  ia 
accordance  with  its  etymology  from  A.S.  grine.  In  the  same  poem,  upon  rimes  with 
mon,  a  man  (stanza  17) ;  but  Chaucer  knows  nothing  of  such  a  form  as  mon, 

Non-Chaucerian  rimes  occur  in  large  numbers  in  Fragment  B  of  the  Romaunt  of 
the  Rose. 


ERRATA. 

P.  135.  coU  a.  1.  ao6 ;  for  coniuracion  read  conjuracion. 
P.  215. 1. 684.    Delete  the  comma  at  the  end  of  the  line. 
P.  ai6. 1  766.    Alter  the  note  of  interrogation  to  a  comma. 
P.  aa6. 1.  358.    Delete  the  comma  at  the  end  of  the  line. 
P.  390. 1. 1 171 ;  for  wrong,  and  seyde  read  y/rongp,  and  seyd. 
P.  592. 1.  3076 ;  for  But  if  read  But-if. 
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Words  and  syllables  enclosed  within  square  brackets  are  supplied  by  the  Editor. 
Beadings  marked  with  an  obelus  (f)  are  doubtttd,  and  are  accounted  for  in  the 
Appendix 

[Only  thre^  Fra^pnenU  of  this  translation  have  come  doim  to  us.  Ofthese^  Fragment  A 
t>  6y  Chaucer ;  Fragment  IRisbya  Northerner,  and  has  many  corrupt  readings:  whilst 
Fragment  C  is  of  doubtful  origin^  and  I  do  not  feel  sure  that  it  is  Chaucer*s.\ 
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Hast  men  seyn  that  in  sweveninges 

Ther  nis  but  fables  and  lesinges  ; 

But  men  may  somme  fswevenes  seen, 

Which  hardely  +ne  false  been, 

Bat  afterward  ben  api^araunte.  5 

This  may  I  drawe  to  waraiinte 

An  authour,  that  hight  Macrobes, 

That  halt  not  dremes  false  ne  lees, 

But  undoth  us  the  avisioun 

That  whylom  mette  king  Cipioun.  10 

And  who-so  sayth,  or  weneth  it  be 
A  jape,  or  elles  [a]  nycetee 
To  wene  that  dremes  after  falle, 
Let  who-so  liste  a  fool  me  calle. 
For  this  trowe  I,  and  say  for  me,  15 

That  dremes  signifiaunce  be 
Of  good,  and  harme  to  many  wightes. 
That  drexnen  in  her  alepe  a-nightes 
Ful  many  thinges  covertly, 
That  fallen  after  al  openly.  20 

The  Dream. 

Within  my  twenty  yere  of  age, 
Whan  that  Love  taketh  his  corage 
Of  yonge  folk,  I  wente  sone 
To  bedde,  as  I  was  wont  to  done. 
And  fiEuit  I  fsleep ;  and  in  sleping,         2$ 
He  mette  iwiche  a  swevening, 


That  lykede  me  wonders  wel ; 

But  in  that  sweven  is  never  a  del 

That  it  nis  afterward  befedle, 

Hight  as  this  dreem  wol  telle  us  alle.    30 

Now  this  dreem  wol  I  lyme  aright, 

To  make  your  hertes  gayo  and  light ; 

For  Love  it  prayeth,  and  also 

Commaundeth  me  that  it  be  so. 

And  if  ther  any  aske  me,  35 

Whether  that  it  be  ho  or  she. 

How  [that]  this  book  [the]  which  is  here 

Shall  t  hot«,  that  I  rede  you  here  ; 

It  is  the  Bomance  of  the  Bose, 

In  which  al  the  art  of  love  I  close.         40 

The  mater  fair  is  of  to  make ; 
Gk>d  graunte  in  gree  that  she  it  take 
For  whom  that  it  begonnen  is ! 
And  that  is  she  that  hath,  y-wis, 
So  moohel  prys ;  and  ther-to  she  45 

So  worthy  is  biloved  be, 
That  she  wel  oughte,  of  prys  and  right. 
Be  clepod  Bose  of  every  wight. 

That  it  was  May  me  thoughte  tho, 
It  is  fyve  yere  or  more  ago  ;  50 

That  it  was  May,  thus  dremed  me, 
In  tyme  of  love  and  jolitee, 
That  al  thing  gixineth  waxen  gay, 
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55 


ThoM  wodps  eek  recovoren  grene, 
That  iliyo  in  winter  bo«a  to  seue  \ 
And  th'  erthe  weioth  prond  withaUe, 
For  (wnt«  dewoa  thnt  on  it  falls,  6a 

And  [al|  the  pnro  eat&t  fnivot 
In  which  that  winter  hulde  it  ut ; 
And  than  bicom^Cb  tfao  ground  go  prond 
That  it  wol  have  a  nowe  ihrond, 
And  mnkoth  ao  qaaynt  his  robe  and  fayr  65 
That  It  fhath  hewes  an  hundred  payr 
Of  graa  and  floorea,  inde  and  peis, 
And  many  hewsa  fnl  djfven : 
That  ii  (he  robe  I  men?,  y-wia, 
Through  which  the  ground  tnpreiaen  U.70 

The  briddea,  thnt  han  loft  bir  song, 
Wbyl  they  hon  InfTred  cold  bo  strong 
In  nedrvE.  grille,  and  derk  to  sigbte, 
Ben  in  Ub,t,  for  tbe  Bonne  brighte, 
80  glsdo,  tbat  they  ihewe  in  singing,     75 
That  in  hir  berto  ii  awloh  l.vfaing. 
That  tbey  mote  linger,  and  be  light. 
Than  doth  the  nightii) Kale  hir  might 
To  make  noyie,  and  lingen  biythe. 
Than  ii  blirfnl,  many  a  sytho,  80 

The  cbolanndre  and  the  jtapingai'. 
Than  ynnge  folk  entonden  oy 
For  to  bon  gay  and  amorouB, 
The  tymo  is  than  ao  savnrona. 
Hard  ia  bia  herto  thnt  lovcth  nought    85 
In  Uny,  whan  al  this  mirth  is  wrought ; 
■Whnn  he  may  on  these  brannohea  hare 
The  smale  briddes  lingen  cloro 
Hir  bliafiil  swete  aong  pitoua ; 
Aod  in  this  ■eoona  delitius,  ^o 

\Vhao  love  nffrayoth  alle  thing. 
He  thonghto  a-nLgbt,  in  my  Kleping, 
Hight  in  my  bed,  fnl  redily, 
Thnt  it  was  by  the  morowe  erly, 
And  up  I  looa,  and  gan  me  clothe  1        1:5 
Ano<m  I  wixh  myn  hondOB  botho ; 
A  sylvre  ncdle  forth  I  drogh 
Oat  of  on  efruUor  qnayut  y-uogh, 
And  gan  this  nedle  tbrede  anon  ; 
For  ont  of  toun  me  list  to  gon  km 

The  snwnc  of  briddes  for  to  here, 
That  on  thise  f  busshes  singen  clera 
And  in  the  swete  sewmn  tbat  leef  Is, 
With  a  thiede  baating  my  slsvu, 


Aloon  I  wento  in  my  playing,  11 

The  smale  fonles  song  harkning ; 
That  peyned  hem  fill  many  a  payre 
To  singe  on  bowes  blosmcd  fayre. 
JoUf  and  gay,  fnl  of  gladnesae. 
Toward  a  river  +1  gan  me  drasee,  1; 

That  I  herde  renno  faste  by  ; 
For  fkirer  ploying  non  sangb  I 
Than  playen  mo  by  that  riveer, 
For  from  an  hiJlo  that  stood  thor  neer 
CnmdonnthBBtreemfulatifandbold,  1 
Clear  was  the  water,  and  as  cold 
As  any  welle  is.  100th  to  seyne ; 
And  aomdel  lasse  it  was  than  Seine, 
But  it  was  stiaigbter  wel  away. 
And  never  saogh  I,  er  that  day,  ti 

The  water  thnt  so  wel  lyked  me ; 
And  wonder  glad  was  I  to  see 
Tbat  lusty  place,  and  that  riveer ; 
And  with  that  water  that  ran  so  cleor 
My  face  I  wisah.     Thosaughlwal        1: 
The  botmo  paved  overydol 
With  gravel,  fnl  of  stones  shenp. 
The  medewe  softo,  awoto,  and  grene. 
Beet  right  on  the  water-ayde. 
Fnl  deer  was  than  the  morow-tyde,      1,^ 
And  ful  atlempre,  ont  of  drede. 
Tho  gan  I  walke  through  the  medo, 
Donnwanl  ay  in  ray  pleying, 
The  river-sydo  coeteying. 

The  Garden. 
And  whan  I  had  a  whylo  goon,  11 

I  anugh  a  Oianta  right  anoon, 
Fnl  long  and  brood,  and  everydel 
-tEnclos  it  was,  and  walled  wel, 
With  bye  wallol  ombntaiUed, 
Portrayed  without,  and  wel  entailled  14 
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And  botho  images  and  peyntnres 
Gon  I  bihulde  biaily. 
And  I  wol  toUo  you,  redily. 
Of  thilke  images  the  semblanneo. 
As  fer  OS  I  have  remembrannce. 
Hate. 
A-Dildde  saugh  I  Uatx  stonde. 
That  for  hir  wiathe,  ire,  and  onde, 
Semcd  to  been  a  fmoverease. 
An  angry  wight,  a  chideresse  \ 
And  IVil  of  gyle,  and  fel  corage. 
By  semblaunt  was  that  like  Image. 
And  iha  wat  no-thing  wel  an*yed, 
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Bat  \yls.  a  wood  woxninan  afn^ed ; 

Y-froanced  fonle  was  hir  visage,  155 

And  grcnning  for  dispitoos  rage  ; 

Hir  n<»e  snorted  up  for  tene. 

Fnl  liidoos  was  she  for  to  sene, 

Fnl  foul  and  rusty  was  she,  this. 

Hir  heed  y-writhen  was,  y-wis,  160 

Fnl  grimly  with  a  greet  towayle. 

Felonye. 
An  image  of  another  entayle, 
A  lift  half,  was  hir  faste  by  : 
Hir  name  above  hir  heed  sangh  I, 
And  she  was  called  Fxlohtv.  165 

Vilanye. 

Another  inmge,  that  YiiJiinrB 
T-cleped  was,  saogh  I  and  fond 
Upon  the  walle  on  hir  right  hond. 
Tilanye  was  lyk  somdel 
That  other  image  ;  and,  tmsteth  wel,  170 
She  semed  n  wikked  creature. 
By  countenaunce,  in  portrayture. 
She  semed  be  ful  despitous. 
And  eek  ful  proud  and  outrageous. 
Wel  conde  he  peynte,  I  undertake,       175 
That  swiche  image  coude  make. 
Ful  foul  and  chcrlish  semed  she, 
And  eek  vilajmous  for  to  be, 
And  litel  coude  of  norture. 
To  worshipe  any  creature.  180 

Coveityae. 

And  next  was  i>eynted  Ck>vxrnr8E, 
That  cggeth  folk,  in  many  gyse. 
To  take  and  yeve  right  nought  ageyn, 
And  grete  tresours  up  to  lejm. 
And  that  is  she  that  for  usure  185 

Leneth  to  many  a  creature 
The  lasse  for  the  more  winning. 
So  ooveitous  is  her  brenning. 
And  that  is  she,  for  penyes  fele. 
That  techeth  for  to  robbe  and  stele       190 
These  thcves,  and  these  smale  harlotes  ; 
And  that  is  routhe,  for  by  hir  throt^, 
Fnl  many  oon  hangeth  at  the  laste. 
She  makcth  folk  compasse  and  caste 
To  taken  other  folkes  thing,  195 

Through  robberie,  or  fmiscounting. 
And  that  is  she  that  maketh  trechoures ; 
And  she  [that]  maketh  false  pledoures, 
That  with  hir  termes  and  hir  domes 
Doon  maydens,  children,  and  eek  gromes 
Hir  heritage  to  forgo.  101 


Ful  croked  were  hir  hondes  two  ; 

For  Coveityse  is  ever  wood 

To  grypen  other  folkes  good. 

Coveit3r8e,  for  hir  winning,  205 

Ful  leef  hath  other  mennes  thing. 

Avarice. 

Another  image  sot  saugh  I 
Next  Coveityse  faste  by, 
And  she  was  cleped  Avarice. 
Ful  foul  in  pejTiting  was  that  vice ;      210 
Ful  sad  and  caytif  was  she  eek, 
And  al-8o  grene  as  any  leek. 
So  yvel  hewed  was  hir  colour, 
Hir  semed  have  lived  in  langour. 
She  was  lyk  thing  for  hungre  deed,      215 
That  ladde  hir  lyf  only  by  breed 
Knedcn  with  eisel  strong  and  egre  ; 
And  therto  she  was  lene  and  megre. 
And  she  was  clad  ful  povrely, 
Al  in  an  old  torn  fcourtepy,  220 

As  she  were  al  with  dogges  torn  ; 
And  bothe  bihinde  and  eek  bifom 
Clouted  was  she  beggarly. 
A  mantel  heng  hir  faste  by. 
Upon  a  perche,  wcyke  and  smalle ;       335 
A  bumet  cote  heng  therwithalle, 
Furred  with  no  monivere. 
But  with  a  fnrre  rough  of  here. 
Of  lambc-skinnes  hevy  and  blake  ; 
It  was  ful  old,  I  undertake.  230 

For  Avarice  to  clothe  hir  wel 
Ne  hasteth  hir,  never  a  del ; 
For  certeynly  it  were  hir  loth 
To  weren  ofte  that  ilke  cloth  ; 
And  if  it  were  forwered,  she  235 

Wolde  have  ful  greet  necessitee 
Of  clothing,  er  she  boughte  hir  newe, 
Al  were  it  bad  of  wolle  and  hewe. 
This  Avarice  held  in  hir  hande 
A  purs,  that  heng  [doun]  by  a  bande ;    240 
And  that  she  hidde  and  bond  so  strongs, 
Men  must  abyde  wonder  longe 
Out  of  that  purs  er  ther  come  ought. 
For  that  ne  cometh  not  in  hir  thought ; 
It  was  not,  ccrtein,  hir  entente  245 

That  fro  that  purs  a  i>eny  wente. 

Envye. 

And  by  that  image,  nygh  y-nough. 
Was  •f-i)eynt  Ekvye,  that  never  lough, 
Nor  never  wel  in  herte  ferde 
But-if  she  outher  saugh  or  herde  250 
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Som  greet  mischaance,  or  greet  disese. 
No-thing  may  bo  moch  hir  plese 
As  mischef  and  misavontaro  ; 
Or  whan  she  soeth  discomfiture 
+On  any  worthy  man  [to]  fallo,  355 

Than  lyketh  hir  [ful]  wel  withalle. 
She  is  fnl  glad  in  hir  corage, 
If  slio  soo  any  greet  linage 
Bo  brought  to  nought  in  shamAil  wyse. 
And  if  a  man  in  honour  ryso,  260 

Or  by  his  witte,  or  by  prowesse, 
Of  that  hath  she  gret  hevinesse  ; 
For,  trusteth  wel,  slie  goth  nigh  wood 
When  any  chaunce  happeth  good. 
Envye  is  of  swich  crueltee,  265 

That  feith  ne  trouthe  holdeth  she 
Tr)  freend  ne  felawe,  bad  or  good. 
No  she  hath  kin  noon  of  hir  blood, 
That  she  nis  ful  hir  enemy ; 
She  noldo,  I  dar  seyn  hardely,  270 

Hir  owne  fader  forde  wel. 
And  sore  a])yeth  she  everydel 
Hir  malice,  and  hir  maltalent : 
For  she  is  in  so  g^eet  turment 
And  hath   siich    [wo],   whan    folk  doth 
good,  275 

Tliat  nigh  she  meltcth  for  pure  wood ; 
Hir  herto  kervoth  and  +to-breketh 
That  gfod  the  pople  wel  awreketh, 
Envye,  y-wis,  shal  never  lotto 
Som  blame  upon  the  folk  to  sette.        aSo 
1  trowe  that  if  Envye,  y-wig, 
Knewe  the  l>cste  man  that  is 
On  this  syde  or  biyond  the  see, 
Yit  somwhat  lakken  him  wolde  she. 
And  if  ho  were  so  hende  and  wys,         285 
That  she  ne  mighte  al  abate  his  prys, 
Yit  woldc  she  blame  his  worthinesse,. 
Or  by  hir  wordes  moke  it  lesse. 
T  saugh  Envyo,  in  that  x>0}'nting, 
Hadde  a  wondorlul  loking ;  290 

For  she  no  loked  but  awry, 
Or  overthwart,  al  boggingly. 
And  she  haddo  [cck]  a  foul  usage  ; 
She  mighte  loke  in  no  visage 
Of  man  or  womman  forth-right  ple3m,  ags 
But  shctte  oon  y6  for  disdeyn  ; 
So  for  envye  brenned  she 
Whan  she  mighte  any  man  [y]-flee, 
That  fair,  or  worthy  were,  or  wys, 
Or  elles  stood  in  folkes  pryi,  300 


Sorowe. 

SoRowB  was  pejmted  next  Envye 
Upon  that  walle  of  masonrye. 
But  wel  was  seen  in  hir  colour 
That  she  hadde  lived  in  langour ; 
Hir  semed  hav6  the  Jaunyce.  305 

Nought  half  so  pale  was  Avaryce, 
Nor  no-thing  lyk,  [as]  of  lonesse  ; 
For  sorowe,  thought,  and  greet  distresse, 
That  she  hadde  suffred  day  and  night 
Mode  hir  ful  yelwe,  and  no-thing  bright, 
Ful  fade,  pale,  and  megre  also.  311 

Was  never  wight  yit  half  so  wo 
As  that  hir  semod  for  to  be. 
Nor  so  fulfilled  of  ire  as  she. 
I  trowe  that  no  wight  mighte  hir  plese,3i5 
Nor  do  that  thing  that  mighte  hir  ose ; 
Nor  she  ne  wolde  hir  sorowe  slake, 
Nor  comfort  noon  unto  hir  take  ; 
So  depe  was  hir  wo  bigonnen, 
And  eek  hir  herte  in  angre  ronnen,      320 
A  sorowful  thing  wel  semed  she. 
Nor  she  hadde  no-thing  slowe  be 
For  to  forcraoohen  al  hir  face, 
And  for  to  frende  in  many  place 
Hir  clothes,  and  for  to  t«re  hir  swire,  325 
As  she  that  was  fulfilled  of  ire  ; 
And  al  to-torn  lay  eek  hir  here 
Aboute  hir  shuldres,  hero  and  there, 
As  she  that  hadde  it  ol  to-ront 
For  angpre  and  for  maltalont.  330 

And  eek  I  telle  you  certoj'nly 
How  that  she  weep  ful  tenderly. 
In  world  nis  wight  so  hard  of  herto 
That  hadde  seen  hir  sorowes  smorte, 
That  nolde  have  had  of  hir  pitee,  335 

So  wo-bigoon  a  thing  was  she. 
She  al  to-dasshte  hir-self  for  wo, 
And  smoot  tog^der  hir  handes  two. 
To  sorwe  was  she  ful  onteutyf, 
That  woful  recchelees  caityf ;  340 

Hir  rough  to  litel  of  ploying, 
Or  of  clipping  or  [of]  kissing ; 
For  who-so  sorwefVil  is  in  horte 
Him  liste  not  to  ploye  ne  storto, 
Nor  for  to  daunsen,  ne  to  singe,  345 

Ne  may  his  herte  in  temi>er  bringe 
To  make  joye  on  even  or  morowe ; 
For  joye  is  contraire  unto  sorowe. 

Elde. 

Eldb  was  peynted  after  this, 
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That  shorter  vma  a  foot,  y-wis,  350 

Than  she  was  wont  in  her  yonghede. 

Unnethe  hir-self  she  mighte  fede  ; 

So  feblo  and  eck  so  old  was  she 

That  fiulod  was  al  hir  beantee. 

Ful  salowe  was  waxen  hir  colour,  355 

Hir  heed  for-hoor  was,  whyt  as  flour. 

Y-wis,  gret  qualm  ne  were  it  no<in, 

Ne  sinne,  although  hir  lyf  were  gon. 

Al  woxcn  was  hir  body  unweldo, 

An«l  drye,  and  dwyned  al  for  elde.        360 

A  foul  forwelkod  thing  was  she 

That  whylom  round  and  softe  had  be. 

Hir  eres  shoken  fast  withalle, 

As  from  her  heed  they  wolde  falle. 

HLr  face  frounced  and  forpyned,  365 

And  lK>the  hir  hondes  lorn,  fordwyned. 

S<^  old  she  was  that  she  ne  wente 

A  f<x»t,  but  it  were  by^  potento. 

Time. 
The  Tyme,  that  passeth  night  and  day, 
And  restelocs  travayleth  ay,  370 

And  steleth  from  us  so  prively, 
That  to  us  semeth  sikerly 
That  it  in  oon  point  dwelleth  ever, 
And  certos,  it  no  resteth  never. 
But  goth  so  faste,  and  passeth  ay,         375 
That  ther  nis  man  that  thinke  may 
^Vhat  tyme  that  now  present  is  : 
Askcth  at  these  clerkes  this  ; 
For  [or]  men  thinke  it  redily. 
Three  tymes  been  y-passed  by.  380 

The  tj-me,  that  may  not  sojoumo, 
But  goth,  and  fnever  may  retoume, 
As  water  that  doun  renneth  ay, 
Bnt  never  drope  retoume  may  ; 
Ther  may  no-thing  as  tyme  endure,     385 
Metal,  nor  ertholy  creature  ; 
For  alle  thing  it  fret,  and  shal : 
The  tyme  oek,  that  chaungeth  al, 
And  al  doth  waxe  and  fostred  be. 
And  alle  thing  distroyeth  he  :  390 

The  tyme,  that  eldeth  our  auncessours 
And  ehleth  kinges  and  emperours, 
And  that  us  alle  shal  overcom.cn 
£r  that  dceth  us  shal  have  nomen  : 
The  tyme,  that  hath  al  in  weldo  395 

To  el  den  folk,  had  maad  hir  elde 
So  inly,  that,  to  my  witing. 
She  mighte  helpe  hir-self  no-thing. 
But  turned  ageyn  unto  childhede ; 


She  had  no- thing  hir-self  to  lede,         400 
Ne  wit  ne  pith  infwith]  hir  holde 
More  than  a  child  of  two  yeer  olde. 
But  natheles,  I  trowe  that  she 
Was  fair  sum  tyme,  and  fresh  to  see. 
Whan  she  was  in  hir  rightful  age  :       405 
But  she  was  past  al  that  passage 
And  was  a  doted  thing  bicomen. 
A  furred  cope  on  had  she  nomen  ; 
Wei  had  she  chul  hir-self  and  warm, 
For  cold  mighte  elles  doon  hir  harm.  4n> 
These  olde  folk  have  alwey  colde, 
Hir    kind    is    swiche,  whan    they    ben 
olde. 

Pope-holy. 
Another  thing  was  doon  ther  write, 
That  semede  lyk  an  ipocrite. 
And  it  was  clei>ed  Popk-iioly.  4 15 

That  ilko  is  she  that  prively 
No  spaireth  never  a  wikked  dede. 
Whan  men  of  hir  taken  non  hede  ; 
And  maketh  hir  outward  precious, 
With  pale  visage  and  pitous,  420 

And  semeth  a-  simple  creature  ; 
But  ther  nis  no  misaventure 
That  she  ne  thenketh  in  hir  corage. 
Ful  lyk  to  hir  was  that  imago, 
That  maked  was  lyk  hir  scmblaunco.   425 
She  was  ful  simple  of  countenance, 
And  she  was  clothed  and  eek  shod, 
As  she  were,  for  the  love  of  god, 
Yoldcn  to  religioun, 

Swich  semed  hir  devocioun.  430 

A  sautor  held  she  faste  in  honde. 
And  bisily  she  gan  to  fonde 
To  make  many  a  feynt  prayere 
To  god,  and  to  his  seyntes  dere. 
No  she  was  gay,  fresh,  ne  jolj-f,  4,v> 

But  semed  l^e  ful  ententyf 
To  godo  werkos,  and  to  faire. 
And  tlierto  she  had  on  an  haire. 
No  certos,  she  was  fat  no-thing. 
But  semed  wery  for  fasting  ;  440 

Of  colour  pale  and  deed  was  she. 
From  hir  the  gate  fshal  wemed  bo 
Of  paradys,  that  blisful  place  ; 
For  swich  folk  maketh  lene  hir  fface, 
As  Crist  seith  in  his  evangyle,  445 

To  gete  hem  prys  in  toun  a  whyle  ; 
And  for  a  litel  glorie  veine 
They  lesen  god  and  eek  his  reine. 
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Povert. 

And  alderlast  of  eveiichoon, 
Was  peynted  Potsbt  al  aloon,  450 

That  not  a  peny  hadde  in  wolde, 
Al-thongh  [that]  she  hir  clothes  solde, 
And  though  she  shalde  anhonged  be; 
For  naked  as  a  worm  was  she. 
And  if  the  weder  stormy  were,  455 

For  oolde  she  shalde  have  deyed  there. 
She  nadde  on  but  a  streit  old  sak, 
And  many  a  clout  on  it  ther  stak ; 
This  was  hir  cote  and  hir  mantel. 
No  more  was  there,  never  a  del,  460 

To  clothe  her  with  ;  I  undertake, 
Gret  leyser  hadde  she  to  quake. 
And  she  was  put,  that  I  of  talke, 
Fer  fro  these  other,  up  in  an  halke ; 
There  lurked  and  there  ooured  she ;    465 
For  povre  thing,  wher-so  it  be. 
Is  shamfast,  and  dospysed  ay. 
Acursed  may  wel  be  that  d^y. 
That  povre  man  conoeyved  is  ; 
For  god  wot,  al  to  selde,  y-wis,  470 

Is  any  povre  man  wel  fed^ 
Or  wel  arayed  or  y-cled. 
Or  wel  biloved,  in  swich  wyse 
In  honour  that  he  may  aryse. 

Alle  these  thinges,  wel  avysed,  475 

As  I  have  you  er  this  devysed. 
With  gold  and  asure  over  alio 
Dei>eynted  were  upon  the  walle. 
Squar  was  the  wal,  and  high  somdel ; 
Enclosed,  and  y-barred  wel,  480 

In  stede  of  h^^e,  was  that  gardin ; 
Ck)m  never  shepherde  therin. 
Into  that  gardyn,  wel  [y-]wrought, 
Who-Bo  that  me  coude  have  brought, 
By  i-laddre,  or  ellos  by  degree,  485 

It  wolde  wel  have  lyked  ma 
For  swich  solace,  swich  joye,  and  play, 
I  trowe  that  never  man  ne  sayi 
As  in  that  place  delitous. 
The  gardin  was  not  daungerous  490 

To  herberwe  briddes  many  oon. 
So  riche  a  fyerd  was  never  noon 
Of  briddes  songe,  and  braunches  grene. 
Therin  were  briddes  mo,  I  wene. 
Than  been  in  alle  the  rowme  of  Fraunce. 
Ful  blisf^il  was  the  accordaunce  496 

Of  swete  and  pitous  songe  they  made. 
For  al  this  world  it  oughte  glade. 


And  I  my-self  so  mery  ferdo. 
Whan  I  hir  blisful  songes  herde,  500 

That  for  an  hundred  pound  fnolde  I, — 
If  that  the  passage  openly 
Hadde  been  unto  me  free — 
That  I  nolde  entren  for  to  see 
Thassemblee,  god  fit  kepe  and  were !    505 
Of  briddes,  whiche  thorinne  were, 
That  songen,  through  hir  mery  throtes, 
Daunces  of  love,  and  mory  notes. 

Whan  I  thus  herde  foulcs  singe, 
I  fel  faste  in  a  weymentingo,  510 

By  which  art,  or  by  what  engyn 
I  mighte  come  in  that  gardyn ; 
But  way  I  couthe  finde  noon 
Into  that  gardin  for  fco  goon. 
Ne  nought  wiste  I  if  that  ther  were     515 
Eyther  hole  or  place  [oj-where, 
By  which  I  mighte  have  entree  ; 
Ne  ther  was  noon  to  techo  me  ; 
For  I  was  al  aloon,  y-wis, 
fFul  wo  and  anguissous  of  this.  520 

Til  atte  last  bithoughte  I  me, 
That  by  no  weye  ne  mighte  it  be  ; 
That  ther  nas  laddre  or  wey  to  passe. 
Or  hole,  into  so  fair  a  place. 

Tho  gan  I  go  a  ful  gret  pas  535 

Envyroning  even  in  compos 
The  closing  of  the  square  wal. 
Til  that  I  fond  a  wiket  smal 
So  shet,  that  I  ne  mighte  in  goon, 
And  other  entree  was  ther  noon.  530 

The  Door. 

Upon  this  dore  I  gan  to  smyte. 
That  was  [so]  fetys  and  so  lyte  ; 
For  other  wey  coude  I  not  seko. 
Ful  long  I  shoof,  and  knokked  eke. 
And  stood  ful  long  and  of[t]  herkning  5^ 
If  that  I  herde  fa  wight  coming  ; 
Til  that  the  dore  of  thilke  entree 
A  mayden  curteys  opened  me. 

Ydelnesse. 
Hir  heer  was  as  jrelowe  of  hewe 
As  any  basin  scoured  newe.  540 

Hir  flesh  [as]  tendre  as  is  a  chike, 
With  bente  browes,  smothe  and  sliko; 
And  by  mesure  large  were 
The  opening  of  hir  y6n  clere. 
Hir  nose  of  good  proporcioun,  545 

Hir  y6n  greye  as  a  faucoun, 
With  swete  breeth  and  wel  savoured. 
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Hir  face  whyt  and  wel  coloured, 

With  litel  month,  and  round  to  see  ; 

A  clove  chin  eek  hadde  she.  550 

Hir  nekke  was  of  good  fasonn 

In  lengthe  and  gretnesse,  hy  resoan, 

Wiihoute  blejoie,  scabbe,  or  royne. 

Fro  Jemsalem  nnto  Bnrgoyne 

Ther  nis  a  fairer  nekke,  y-wis,  555 

To  fele  how  smotho  and  softe  it  is, 

Hir  throte,  al-so  whyt  of  hewe 

As  snow  on  braunche  snowed  newe. 

Of  body  f  al  wel  wrought  was  she ; 

Men  neded  not,  in  no  cuntree,  560 

A  fairer  body  for  to  seka 

And  of  fyn  orfrays  had  she  eke 

A  chai^elet :  bo  semly  oon 

Ke  wered  never  mayde  ux>on  ;  ,  .  .  . 

And  faire  above  that  chapelet  565 

A  rose  gerland  had  she  set. 

She  hadde  [in  honde]  a  gay  mirour, 

And  with  a  riche  gold  tressour 

Hir  heed  was  tressed  queyntely ; 

Hir  sieves  sewed  fctisly.  570 

And  for  to  kepe  hir  hondos  faire 

Of  gloves  whyte  she  hadde  a  paire. 

And  she  hadde  on  a  cote  of  grene 

Of  cloth  of  Glaunt ;  withouten  wene, 

Wel  semed  by  hir  apparayle  575 

She  was  not  wont  to  greet  travayle. 

For  whan  she  kempt  was  fetisly, 

And  wel  arayed  and  richely, 

Thanne  had  she  doon  al  hir  joumee  ; 

For  meiy  and  wel  bigoon  was  she.        580 

She  ladde  a  lusty  Ijrf  in  May, 

She  hadde  no  thought,  by  night  ne  day, 

Of  no-thing,  but  it  were  oonly 

To  graythe  hir  wel  and  uncouthly. 

Whan  that  this  doro  hadde  opened  me 
This  fmayden,  semely  for  to  see,  586 

I  thanked  hir  as  I  best  mighte. 
And  axede  hir  how  that  she  highte. 
And  what  she  was,  I  axede  eke. 
And  she  to  me  was  nought  unmeke,    590 
Ne  of  hir  answer  daungerous. 
But  faire  answerde,  and  seide  thus  : — 
*  Lo,  sir,  my  name  is  Yoslitssse  ; 
So  clei>e  men  me,  more  and  lesse. 
Ful  mighty  and  ful  riche  am  I,  595 

And  that  of  oon  thing,  namely ; 
For  I  entende  to  no-thing 
But  to  my  jo3re,  and  my  pleying, 


And  for  to  kembe  and  tresse  me. 
Aqueynted  am  I,  and  privee  600 

With  Mirthe,  lord  of  this  gardyn, 
That  fro  the  lande  fAlexandryn 
Made  the  trees  fbe  hider  fet, 
That  in  this  gardin  been  y-set.  604 

And  when  the  trees  were  woxenon  highte, 
This  wal,  that  stant  here  in  thy  sighte, 
Dide  Mirthe  enclosen  al  abouto  ; 
And  these  images,  al  withoute, 
He  dide  hem  bothe  entaile  and  pejrnte, 
That  neither  ben  jolyf  ne  queynte,        610 
But  they  ben  ful  of  sorowe  and  wo, 
As  thou  hast  seen  a  whyle  ago. 

*  And  ofte  tjrme,  him  to  solace, 
Sir  Mirthe  cometh  into  this  place. 
And  eek  with  him  cometh  his  meynee, 
Tliat  liven  in  lust  and  jolitee.  616 

And  now  is  Mirthe  therin,  to  here 
The  briddes,  how  they  singen  clere. 
The  mavis  and  the  nightingale, 
And  other  joly  briddes  smale.  620 

And  thus  he  walketh  to  solace 
Him  and  his  folk  ;  for  swetter  place 
To  pleyen  in  he  may  not  findo, 
Although  he  soughte  oon  in-til  Inde. 
The  alther-faircst  folk  to  see  625 

That  in  this  world  may  founde  be 
Hath  Mirthe  with  him  in  his  route. 
That  folowen  him  alwayes  aboute.' 

When  Ydelnesse  had  told  al  this. 
And  I  hadde  herknod  wel,  y-wis,  63c) 

Than  seide  I  to  dame  Ydelnesse, 
'  Now  al-so  wisly  god  me  blesse, 
Sith  Mirthe,  that  is  so  fair  and  free, 
Is  in  this  yerde  with  his  meynee, 
Fro  thilke  assomblce,  if  I  may,  635 

Shal  no  man  weme  me  to-day, 
That  I  this  night  ne  mote  it  see. 
For,  wel  wene  I,  ther  with  him  be 
A  fair  and  joly  companye 
Fulfilled  of  alle  curtesye.*  640 

And  forth,  without  wordes  mo, 
In  at  the  wikot  wente  I  tho, 
That  Ydelnesse  hadde  opened  me. 
Into  that  gardin  fair  to  see. 

The  Garden. 
And  whan  I  was  [therjin,  y-wis,         645 
Myn  herto  was  ful  glad  of  this. 
For  wel  wendo  I  ful  sikerly 
Have  been  in  paradys  erth[c]ly ; 
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So  fair  it  was,  that,  tmsteth  wel, 

It  semed  a  place  espiritael.  650 

For  cert«8,  as  at  my  devys, 

Ther  is  no  place  in  paradys 

So  g^ood  in  for  to  dwelle  or  be 

As  in  that  Qasdiit,  thoug^lite  me  ; 

For  there  was  many  a  brid  singing^,     655 

Throughout  the  yerde  al  thringing. 

In  many  places  were  nightingales, 

Alpes,  finches,  and  wodewales, 

That  in  her  swete  song  dclyten 

In  thilke  fplace  as  thoy  habyten.         660 

Ther  might'O  men  see  many  flokkes 

Of  turtles  and  [of]  laverokkos. 

Chalaundres  fele  saw  I  there. 

That  wery,  nigh  forsongen  were. 

And  thrustles,  terins,  and  mavys,        665 

That  songen  for  to  winne  hem  prys, 

And  eek  to  sormounte  in  hir  song 

fThese  other  briddes  hem  among. 

By  note  made  fair  sorvyse 

These  briddes,  that  I  you  devyse  ;         670 

They  songe  hir  song  as  fairo  and  wel 

As  angels  doon  csi)irituel. 

And,  trusteth  wel,  whan  I  hem  herde. 

Full  lustily  and  wel  I  ferdo  ; 

For  never  yit  swich  melodye  675 

Was  herd  of  man  that  mighte  dye. 

Swich  swete  song  was  hem  among. 

That  me  thoughte  it  no  briddes  song. 

But  it  was  wonder  lyk  to  be 

Song  of  mermaydens  of  the  see  ;  680 

That,  for  her  singing  is  so  clere. 

Though  we  mermaydens  olcpe  hem  here 

In  English,  as  in  our  usaunco. 

Men  clcpe[n]  hem  sereyns  in  Fraunoo. 

£ntentif  weren  for  to  singe  685 

These  briddes  that  nought  unkunninge 
Wore  of  hir  craft,  and  apprentys, 
But  of  [hir]  song  sotyl  and  wys. 
And  certcs,  whan  I  herde  hir  song, 
And  saw  the  grene  place  among,  690 

In  herte  I  wex  so  wonder  gay. 
That  I  was  never  erst,  er  that  day, 
So  jolyf,  nor  so  wel  bigo, 
Ne  mory  in  herte,  as  I  was  tho. 
And  than  wiste  I,  and  saw  ful  wel,      695 
That  Ydolnesse  me  served  wel, 
That  me  putte  in  swich  jolitoe. 
Hir  freend  wel  oughte  I  for  to  be, 
Sith  she  the  dore  of  that  gardyn 


Hadde  opened,  and  me  leten  in.  700 

From  henn^orth  how  that  I  wroughte, 
I  shal  you  tellen,  as  me  thoughte. 
First,  whereof  Mirthe  served  there, 
And  eek  what  folk  ther  with  him  were, 
Without[e]  fable  I  wol  descryve.  705 

And  of  that  gardin  eek  as  blyve 
I  wol  you  tellen  after  this. 
The  faire  fasoun  al,  y-wis. 
That  wel  [y-]wrought  was  for  the  nones, 
I  may  not  telle  you  al  at  ones :  710 

But  as  I  may  and  can,  I  shal 
By  ordre  tellen  you  it  aL 

Ful  fair  servyse  and  eek  ful  swete 
These  briddes  maden  as  they  sete. 
Layes  of  love,  ful  wel  sowning  715 

They  songen  in  hir  jargoning  ; 
Summe  highe  and  summe  eek  lowe  songe 
Upon  the  braunches  grene  y-spronge. 
The  sweotnesse  of  hir  melodye 
Made  al  myn  herte  in  freverdye.  7X) 

And  whan  that  I  hadde  herd,  I  trowe, 
These  briddes  singing  on  a  rowe. 
Than  mighte  I  not  withholde  me 
That  I  ne  wente  in  for  to  see 
Sir  Mirthe  ;  for  my  desiring  725 

Was  him  to  seen,  over  alle  thing. 
His  countonaunce  and  his  manere  : 
That  sighte  was  to  me  ful  dero. 
Sir  Mirthe. 

Tho  wente  I  forth  on  my  right  hond 
Doun  by  a  litel  path  I  fond  730 

Of  mentes  ful,  and  fenel  grene  ; 
And  faste  by,  without^  wene. 
Si  a  M1KT11E  I  fond  ;  and  right  anoon 
Unto  sir  Mirthe  gan  t  goon, 
Ther-as  he  was,  him  to  solace.  7AS 

And  with  him,  in  that  lusty  place, 
So  fair  folk  and  so  fresh  hadde  he, 
That  whan  I  saw,  I  wondrcd  me 
Fro  whennes  swich  folk  mighte  come, 
So  faire  they  weren,  alle  and  some  ;     740 
For  they  were  lyk,  as  to  my  sighte. 
To  angels,  that  ben  fothcred  bright^. 
Gladnesse. 

This  folk,  of  which  I  telle  you  so, 
Upon  a  carole  wenten  tho. 
A  lady  caroled  hem,  that  highte  745 

GLJt.DNE88s,  [the]  blisful,  tho  lighte ; 
Wol  coude  she  singe  and  lustily, 
Non  half  so  wol  and  semely. 
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And  make  in  song  swich  refreininge, 

It  sat  hir  wonder  wel  to  singe.  750 

Hir  vois  fol  cleer  was  and  ful  swote. 

She  was  nought  mde  ne  unmete, 

Bat  coathe  y-now  of  swich  doing 

As  longeth  unto  caroling  : 

For  she  was  wont  in  evexy  place  755 

To  singen  first,  folk  to  solace  ; 

For  singing  most  she  gaf  hir  to  ; 

Xo  crait  had  she  so  leef  to  do. 

Tho  mightest  thou  caroles  seen, 
And  folk  [ther]  daunoe  and  mery  been,  760 
And  i-mako  many  a  fair  tourning 
Upon  the  grene  gras  springing. 
Ther  mightest  thou  see  these  floutonrs, 
Hinstrales,  and  eek  jogelours. 
That  wcl  to  singe  dide  hir  peyne.  765 

Somme  songe  songes  of  Loreyne  ; 
For  in  Lioreyne  hir  not^  be 
Fol  swetter  than  in  this  contree. 
Ther  was  many  a  timbestere, 
And  saylours,  that  I  dar  wel  swere       770 
Couthe  hir  craflb  ful  parfitly. 
The  timbres  up  ful  sotilly 
They  caste,  and  hente(n  hem]  ful  ofte 
Upon  u  finger  faire  and  sofke, 
That  they  [ne]  fayled  never-mo.  775 

Fal  fetis  damiselles  two, 
Right  yonge,  and  fulle  of  semlihede, 
In  kirtlos,  and  non  other  wede, 
And  faire  tressed  eveiy  tresse, 
Had  Mirthe  doon,  for  his  noblesse,       780 
Amidde  tho  carole  for  to  dannce  ; 
But  her-of  lyth  no  remembraunce, 
How  that  they  daunced  quejrntoly. 
That  oon  wolde  come  al  prively 
Agayn  that  other  :  and  whan  they  were 
Togidre  almost,  they  threwe  y-fere       786 
Hir  mouthes  so,  that  through  hir  play 
It  semed  as  they  kiste  alway  ; 
To  daonccn  wcl  coude  they  the  gyse  ; 
What  shuldo  I  more  to  you  devyse  ?     790 
Xo  f  bede  I  never  thennes  go, 
Whyles  that  I  saw  hem  daunce  so. 
Curtesye. 

Upon  the  carole  wonder  faste 
I  gan  biholde  ;  til  atte  laste 
A  lady  gan  mo  for  to  espye,  795 

And  she  was  cleped  CrKTmYE, 
The  worshipful,  the  dcbonaire  ; 
I  pxmy  god  ever  falla  hir  fikire ! 


Ful  curteisly  she  called  mo, 
*  What  do  ye  there,   beau  sire  ? '    quod 
she,  800 

'  Come  [neer],  and  if  it  lyko  yow 
To  dauncen,  daunceth  with  us  now ' 
And  I,  withoute  tarying, 
Went*  into  the  caroling. 
I  was  abasshed  never  a  del,  805 

But  it  me  lykede  right  wcl 
That  Curtesye  me  cleped  so. 
And  bad  me  on  the  daunce  go. 
For  if  I  hadde  durst,  certejm 
I  wolde  have  caroled  right  fajTi,  810 

As  man  that  was  to  daunce  blythe. 
Than  gan  I  lokcn  ofte  sythe 
The  shap,  the  bodies,  and  tho  chores, 
The  oountenaunce  and  the  mancres 
Of  alle  the  folk  that  daunced  there,      815 
And  I  shal  telle  what  they  were. 

Mirthe. 

Ful  fair  was  Mirthe,  ful  long  and  high  ; 
A  fairer  man  I  never  sigh. 
As  round  as  appel  was  his  face, 
Ful  rody  and  whyt  in  every  place.        820 
Fetys  he  was  and  wel  boseye, 
With  metely  mouth  and  ygn  greyo  ; 
His  nose  by  mesure  wrought  ful  right ; 
Crisp  was  his  beer,  and  eek  ful  bright. 
His  shuldres  of  a  large  brede,  835 

And  smalish  in  the  girdilstede. 
He  semed  lyk  a  portreiture. 
So  noble  he  was  of  his  stature, 
So  fair,  so  joly,  and  so  fetys, 
With  limes  wrought  at  poynt  devys,    830 
Deliver,  smert,  and  of  gret  might ; 
Ne  sawe  thou  never  man  so  light. 
Of  berde  unnethe  hadde  he  no-thing. 
For  it  was  in  tho  firsto  spring. 
Ful  yong  he  was,  and  mery  of  thought, 
And  in  samyt,  with  briddes  wrough*    836 
And  with  gold  betcn  fetisly, 
His  body  was  clad  ful  richely. 
Wrought  was  his  robe  in  straunge  g3rse, 
And  al  to-slitered  for  queyntyse  840 

In  many  a  place,  lowe  and  hye. 
And  shod  he  was  with  greet  maistrye, 
With  shoon  decoped,  and  with  laas. 
By  druerye,  and  by  solas, 
His  leef  a  rosen  ohapelet  845 

Had  maad,  and  on  his  heed  it  set. 

And  wite  ye  who  was  his  leef? 
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Gladnesse. 
Dame  Gladkks  ther  was  him  so  leof, 
That  singoth  so  wel  with  glad  corage, 
That  from  she  was  twelve  yeer  of  age,  850 
She  of  hir  love  grannt  him  made. 
Sir  Mirthe  hir  by  the  linger  hadde 
[In]  daonsing,  and  she  him  also ; 
Gret  love  was  atwixe  hem  two. 
Bothe  were  they  faire  and  brighte  of  hewe; 
She  semede  lyk  a  rose  newe  856 

Of  colonr,  and  hir  flesh  so  tendre, 
That  with  a  brere  smale  and  slendre 
Men  mighto  it  clevo,  I  dar  wel  fsayn. 
Hir  forheed,  frounceles  al  fplajrn.        860 
Bente  were  hir  browes  two, 
Hir  y6n  greye,  and  gladde  also, 
That  laoghede  ay  in  hir  semblaant, 
First  or  the  mouth,  by  covenaunt. 
I  "j-noot  what  of  hir  nose  descryve  ;       865 
So  fair  hath  no  womman  alyve  .... 
Hir  hecr  was  yelow^e,  and  deer  shyning, 
I  wot  no  lady  so  lyking. 
Of  orfrays  fresh  was  hir  gerland ; 
I,  whiche  seen  have  a  thousand,  870 

Saugh  never,  y-wis,  no  gerlond  yit, 
So  wel  [y]- wrought  of  silk  as  it. 
And  in  an  over-gilt  samyt 
Clad  she  was,  by  grot  delyt. 
Of  which  hir  leef  a  robe  werde,  875 

The  myrier  she  in  herte  ferde. 

Cupide. 

And  next  hir  wente,  on  hir  other  syde, 
The  god  of  Love,  that  can  devyde 
Love,  tas  him  lykoth  it  [to]  be. 
But  he  can  cherles  daunten,  he,  880 

And  maken  folkes  pryde  fallen. 
And  he  can  wel  these  lordes  thrallen, 
And  ladies  putte  at  lowo  degree, 
Whan  he  may  hem  to  proude  see. 

This  God  of  Love  of  his  fnsoun  885 

Was  lyk  no  knave,  ne  quistroun  ; 
His  beautee  gretly  was  to  pryso. 
But  of  his  robe  to  devyso 
I  drede  encombred  for  to  be. 
For  nought  y-clad  in  sUk  was  he,         890 
But  al  in  floures  and  flourettes, 
Y-painted  al  with  amorettes ; 
And  with  losenges  and  scochouns. 
With  briddes,  libardes,  and  lyouns, 
And  other  beestes  wrought  ful  weL      895 
His  gamement  was  evexydel 


Y-portreyd  and  y-wrought  with  floures, 
By  dyvers  medling  of  coloures. 
Floures  ther  were  of  many  gyse 
Y-set  by  compas  in  assyse  ;  900 

Ther  lakked  no  flour,  to  my  dome, 
Xe  nought  so  mucho  as  flour  of  brome, 
Ne  violets,  no  cek  pervenke, 
Ne  flour  non,  that  man  can  on  thenke ; 
And  many  a  rose-leef  ful  long  905 

Was  entormodled  ther-among : 
And  also  on  his  heed  was  set 
Of  roses  rede  a  chapelot. 
But  nightingales,  a  ful  gret  route. 
That  flyon  over  his  heed  nboute,  910 

The  leves  felden  as  they  flyen  ; 
And  he  was  al  with  briddes  wryen, 
With  popinjay,  with  nightingale. 
With  chalaundre,  and  with  wodewale, 
With  finch, with  lark,andwith  archanngeL 
He  semede  as  he  were  an  aungcl  </i6 

That  doun  were  comen  fro  hovene  clere. 
Swete-Loking. 
Love  hadde  with  him  a  Iwichelere, 
That  he  made  alweyes  with  him  bo  ; 
SwETE-LoKiNG  clepcd  was  he.  9 jo 

This  bacholere  stood  biholding 
The  daunce,  and  in  his  honde  holding 
•fTurke  bowes  two  hadde  he. 
That  oon  of  hem  was  of  a  tree 
That  beroth  a  fniyt  of  savour  wikke  ;  9-25 
Ful  croked  was  that  foulo  stikko. 
And  knotty  here  and  there  also. 
And  blak  as  ber>',  or  any  slo. 
Tliat  other  bowe  was  of  a  plan  to 
Without  wem,  I  dar  warante,  9j^o 

Fnl  even,  and  by  proporcioun 
Trotys  and  long,  of  good  fasoun. 
And  it  was  peynted  wel  and  tliwiton, 
And  over-al  diapred  and  writen 
With  ladies  and  with  bacheloros,  935 

Ful  lightsom  and  [ful]  glad  of  chores. 
These  bowes  two  held  Swet«-Loking, 
That  semcd  lyk  no  gadeliug. 
And  ten  brode  arowes  held  ho  there, 
Of  which  five  in  his  right  bond  were.  940 
But  they  were  sliaven  w^el  and  dight, 
Nokked  and  fcthered  a-right ; 
And  al  they  were  with  gold  bigoon, 
And  strongo  poynted  everichoon, 
And  sharpe  for  to  kerven  weoL  945 

But  Iren  was  ther  noon  ne  steel ; 
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For  al  was  gold,  men  mighte  it  see, 
Ont-take  the  fetheres  and  the  tree. 

Beantee. 

The  swiftest  of  these  arowes  fyve 
Out  of  a  bowe  for  to  dryve,  950 

And  best  0]-fethered  for  to  flee, 
And  fairest  eek,  was  cleped  Beautejb. 

Simplesse. 
That  other  arowe,  that  hurteth  lesse, 
Was  clei)ed,  as  I  trowe,  Simplesse. 

Fratinchyse. 
The  thridde  cleped  was  FKAUNcnrsE,     955 
That  fethered  was,  in  noble  wyse, 
With  valour  and  with  curtesye. 

Companye. 
The  fonrthe  was  clepetl  Compakye, 
That  he^y  for  to  "f-sheten  is  ; 
But  who-so  sheteth  right,  y-wis,  960 

May  therwith  doon  gret  harm  and  wo. 

Fair*Semblaant. 
The  fifte  of  these,  and  laste  also, 
Faik-Semrlacnt  men  that  arowe  calle, 
The  lee8t«  grevous  of  hem  alle  ; 
Yit  can  it  make  a  ful  grct  wounde,       965 
Bat  ho  may  hope  his  sores  sounde, 
That  hurt  is  with  that  arowe,  y-wis  ; 
His  wo  the  bet  bistowed  is. 
For  ho  may  soner  have  gladncsse, 
His  langour  oughte  be  the  lesse.  970 

lyve  arr»wcs  were  of  other  gyse, 
That  beon  ful  foule  to  devyse ; 
For  shaft  and  ende,  sooth  to  telle, 
Were  al-so  blak  as  feend  in  helle. 

Pryde. 
The  first  of  hem  is  called  Pbtde  ;      975 
Vilanye. 
That  other  arowe  next  him  bi^yde, 
It  was  [yl-cleped  Vilaxye  ; 
That  arowe  was  as  with  felonye 
Envenimcd,  and  with  spitous  blame. 

Shame. 
The  thridde  of  hem  was  cleped  Shame.  980 

Wanhope. 
The  fourthe,  Wahhope  cleped  is, 

Newe-Thought. 
The  fifte,  the  NEWE-THouorr,  y-wis. 
These  arowes  that  I  speko  of  here, 
Were  alle  fyye  +of  oon  mancre. 
And  alle  were  they  resemblable.  985 

To  hem  was  wel  sitting  and  able 
The  foole  croked  bowe  hidous, 
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That  knotty  was,  and  al  roynous. 
That  bowe  semede  wel  to  shete 
These  arowes  fyve,  that  beon  unmete,  990 
Contrarie  to  that  other  fyyo. 
But  though  I  telle  not  as  blyve 
Of  hir  power,  no  of  hir  might, 
Her-after  shal  I  tellon  right 
The  sothe,  and  eek  signifiaunce,  ^^95 

As  fer  as  I  have  remoml)raunce  : 
Al  shal  be  seid,  I  undertake, 
Er  of  this  boko  an  ende  I  make. 
Now  come  I  to  my  tale  ageyn. 
But  alderfirst,  I  wol  you  seyn  i<xx> 

The  fasoun  and  the  countenaunces 
Of  al  the  folk  that  on  the  daunco  is. 
The  God  of  Love,  jolyf  and  light, 
Ladde  on  his  hondo  a  lady  bright. 
Of  high  prys,  and  of  greet  degnree.        icx)5 

Beautee. 
This  lady  called  was  Beautee, 
t  As  was  an  arowe,  of  which  I  tolde. 
Ful  wel  [y]-thewed  was  she  holdc  ; 
No  she  was  derk  no  broun,  but  bright, 
And  deer  as  [is]  the  mono-light,  loio 

Ageyn  whom  alle  the  sterres  semen 
But  smale  candels,  as  wo  domen. 
Hir  flesh  was  tendro  as  dewo  of  flour, 
Hir  chere  was  simple  as  byrde  in  hour  ; 
As  whyt  as  lilio  or  rose  in  rya  1015 

Hir  face,  gentil  and  tretys. 
Fetys  she  was,  and  smal  to  see ; 
No  fwindred  browes  hadde  she, 
No  popped  hir,  for  it  nedcd  nought 
To  windre  hir,  or  to  peynte  hir  ought.  1020 
Hir  tresses  yelowe  and  longo  straughten, 
Unto  hir  heles  doun  they  raughton  : 
Hir  nose,  hir  mouth,  and  eye  and  cheke 
Wel  wrought,  and  al  the  rcmenaunt  eke. 
A  ful  gret  savour  and  a  8wot<5  1025 

Mo  fthinkoth  in  myn  herte  rote, 
As  helpe  mo  god,  whan  I  remombre 
Of  the  fasoun  of  every  membro  ! 
In  world  is  noon  so  fair  a  wight ; 
For  yong  sho  was,  and  bowed  bright,   io3i> 
+Wys,  plesaunt,  and  fotys  withalle. 
Gen  to,  and  in  hir  middel  smalle. 

Richesse. 
Bisydo  Beautc  yode  Eiciiesse, 
•f-An  high  lady  of  greet  noblosse. 
And  greet  of  prys  in  every  place.  1035 

But  who-so  dorste  to  hir  trespace, 
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Or  til  hir  folk,  in  •j'worde  or  dede, 

Ho  woro  ful  hardy,  out  of  drode ; 

For  botho  sho  helpe  and  hindre  may : 

And  that  is  nought  of  yisterday  1040 

That  riche  folk  have  ful  gret  might 

To  helpe,  and  eek  to  greve  a  wight. 

The  beste  and  grettest  of  valour 

Diden  Bichesse  ful  gret  honour, 

And  besy  weren  hir  to  serve  ;  1045 

For  that  they  wolde  hir  love  deserve, 

They  cleped  hir  *  Lady,'  grete  and  smalle ; 

This  wyde  world  hir  dredeth  alle ; 

This  world  is  al  in  hir  daungere. 

Hir  court  hath  many  a  losengere,        1050 

And  many  a  traj^our  envious, 

That  been  ful  besy  and  curious 

For  to  dispreisen,  and  to  blame 

That  best  deserven  love  and  name. 

Bifore  the  folk,  hem  to  bigylen,  1055 

These  losengeres  hem  preyse,  and  smylen, 

And  thus  the  world  with  word  anoynten ; 

But  afterward  thoy  fprikke  and  poynten 

The  folk  right  to  the  bare  boon, 

Bihinde  her  bak  whan  they  ben  goon, 

And  foule  abate  the  folkes  prys.  1061 

Ful  many  a  worthy  man  and  wsrs. 

An  hundred,  have  [they]  don  to  dye, 

These  losengeres,  through  flateiye ; 

And  maketh  folk  ful  straunge  be,        1065 

Ther-as  hem  oughte  bo  prive. 

Wei  jrvel  mote  thoy  thryve  and  thee. 

And  yvel  fiuryved  mote  they  be, 

These  losengeres,  fal  of  envye  ! 

Xo  good  man  loveth  hir  companjre.    1070 

Bichesse  a  robe  of  purpre  on  hadde, 
Ke  trowo  not  that  I  lye  or  madde ; 
For  in  this  world  is  noon  it  liche, 
Ne  by  a  thousand  deel  so  riche. 
No  noon  so  fair ;  for  it  ful  wel  1075 

With  orfrajrs  leyd  was  everj^el. 
And  portrayed  in  the  ribaninges 
Of  dukes  stories,  and  of  kinges. 
And  with  a  bend  of  gold  tasseled, 
And  knoppes  fyne  of  gold  f  ameled.    1080 
Aboute  hir  nekke  of  gentil  ontaile 
Was  shet  the  riche  chevesaile. 
In  which  ther  was  ful  gret  plenteo 
Of  stones  dere  and  bright  to  see. 

Bychesse  a  girdol  hadde  upon,         1085 
The  bokel  of  it  was  of  a  stoon 
Of  vertu  greet)  and  mochel  of  might ; 


For  who-so  bar  the  stoon  so  bright, 
Of  venim  fthurte  him  no-thing  doute, 
While  he  the  stoon  hadde  him  aboute. 
That  stoon  was  greetly  for  to  love,     1091 
And  til  a  riche  mannes  bihove 
Worth  al  the  gold  in  Bome  and  Fryse. 
The  mourdaunt,  wought  in  noble  wyse, 
Was  of  a  stoon  ful  precious,  1095 

That  was  so  fyn  and  vertuous, 
That  hool  a  man  it  coude  make 
Of  palasye,  and  of  tooth-ako. 
And  yit  the  stoon  hadde  suche  a  grace, 
That  he  was  siker  in  every  place,         iioo 
Al  thilke  day,  not  blind  to  been, 
That  fasting  mighte  that  stoon  seen. 
The  barres  were  of  gold  fal  fyne. 
Upon  a  tissu  of  satyne, 
Ful  hevy,  greet,  and  no-thing  light,   1105 
In  everich  was  a  besaunt-wight; 

Upon  the  tresses  of  Bichesse 
Was  set  a  cerde,  for  noblesse, 
Of  brend  gold,  that  ful  lighte  shoon  ; 
So  fair,  trowe  I,  was  never  noon.         11 10 
But  ho  were  cunning,  for  the  nones, 
That  coude  devysen  alle  the  stones 
That  in  that  cercle  sheweu  clere ; 
It  is  a  wonder  thing  to  here. 
For  no  man  coude  preyse  or  gesse        1 1 15 
Of  hem  the  valewe  or  richcsso. 
Bubyes  there  were,  saphyres,  fjagouncea 
And  emeraudes,  more  than  two  ounces. 
But  al  bifore,  ful  sotilly, 
A  fyn  carboucle  set  saugh  I.  iiau 

The  stoon  so  cleer  was  and  so  bright, 
That,  al-so  sone  as  it  was  night. 
Men  mighte  seen  to  go,  for  node, 
A  myle  or  two,  in  lengthe  and  bredo. 
Swich  light  [tho]  sprang  out  of  the  stoon. 
That  Bichesse  wonder  brighto  shoon,  11^ 
Bothe  hir  heed,  and  al  hir  face, 
And  eke  aboute  hir  al  the  place. 

Dame  Bichesse  on  hir  bond  gan  lede 
A  yong  man  ful  of  semelihede,  1130 

That  she  best  loved  of  any  thing ; 
His  lust  was  muche  in  housholding. 
In  clothing  was  he  ful  fetys. 
And  lovede  wel  have  hors  of  prys. 
He  wende  to  have  reproved  be  1135 

Of  thefte  or  mordre,  if  that  he 
Hadde  in  his  stable  an  hakeney. 
And  thazfore  he  de^rred  ay 
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To  been  aqaeynted  with  Bicheese  ; 

For  al  his  pnrpos,  as  I  gesse,  1140 

Was  for  to  make  greet  dispense, 

Withonte  weming  or  defence. 

And  Richesse  might  it  wel  sasteno, 

And  hir  dispenses  wel  mayntene, 

And  him  alwey  swich  plentee  sende   1145 

Of  gold  and  silver  for  to  spende 

Withonte  lakking  or  daungere, 

As  it  were  ponred  in  a  gamere. 

Largesse. 

And  after  on  the  dannce  wente 
Laroessk,  that  sette  al  hir  entente     1150 
For  to  be  honourable  and  free ; 
Of  Alexandres  kin  was  she ; 
Hir  moste  joye  was,  y-wis, 
Whan  that  she  yaf,  and  seide  '  have  this.* 
Not  Avarice,  the  fonle  captyf,  1155 

Was  half  to  grype  so  ententyf, 
As  Largesse  is  to  yeve  and  spende. 
And  god  y-nough  alwey  hir  sende, 
So  that  the  more  she  yaf  awey, 
The  more,  y-wis,  she  hadde  alwey.      11 60 
Gret  loos  hath  Largesse,  and  gret  piys ; 
For  bothe  wys  folk  and  unwys 
Were  hoolly  to  hir  banndon  brought, 
So  wel  with  yiftes  hath  she  wrought. 
And  if  she  hadde  an  enemy,  1 165 

I  trowe,  that  she  coude  craftily 
Make  him  ftd  sone  hir  freend  to  be. 
So  large  of  yift  and  free  was  she  ; 
Therfore  she  stood  in  love  and  grace 
Of  riche  and  povre  in  every  place.       11 70 
A  fdl  gret  fool  is  he,  y-wis, 
That  bothe  riche  and  nigard  is. 
A  lord  may  have  no  maner  vice 
That  greveth  more  than  avarice. 
For  nigard  never  with  strengthe  of  hond 
May  winne  him  greet  lordship  or  lond. 
For  freendes  al  to  fewe  hath  he  11 77 

To  doon  his  wil  i>erfourmed  be. 
And  who-so  wol  have  freendes  here, 
He  may  not  holde  his  tresoor  dere.     1180 
For  by  ensample  I  telle  this. 
Bight  as  an  adamannt,  y-wis, 
Can  drawen  to  him  sotilly 
The  yren,  that  is  leyd  thereby, 
80  draweth  folkes  hertes,  y-wis,  11 85 

Silver  and  gold  that  yeven  is. 

Largesse  hadde  on  a  robe  fresshe 
Of  riche  pnxpur  i-Sarsinesshe. 


Wel  fonrmed  was  hir  face  and  clere. 
And  opened  had  she  hir  colere  ;  1190 

For  she  right  there  hadde  in  present 
Unto  a  lady  maad  present 
Of  a  gold  broche,  ful  wel  wrought. 
And  certes,  it  missat  hir  nought ; 
For  through  hir  smokke,  wrought  with 
silk,  1 195 

The  flesh  was  seen,  as  whyt  as  milk. 
Largesse,  that  worthy  was  and  wys, 
Held  by  the  honde  a  knight  of  prys. 
Was  sib  to  Arthour  of  Bretaigne, 
And  that  was  he  that  bar  the  enseigne 
Of  worship,  and  the  fgonfanoun.  laoi 

And  yit  he  is  of  swich  renoun, 
That  men  of  him  seye  fairo  thinges 
Bifore  barouns,  erles,  and  kinges. 
This  knight  was  oomen  al  newely       1205 
Fro  toumeyinge  faste  by ; 
Ther  hadde  he  doon  gret  chivaliye 
Through  his  vertu  and  his  maistiye  ; 
And  for  the  love  of  his  lemman 
fHod  cast  doun  many  a  doughty  man.  12 10 
Fraunchyse. 
And  next  him  daunced  dame  Fkaus- 

CIIYSE, 

Arrayed  in  ful  noble  gyse. 

She  was  not  broun  ne  dun  of  howe, 

But  whyt  as  snowe  y-fallen  newe. 

Hir  nose  was  wrought  at  poynt  dev3^,i2i5 

For  it  was  gentil  and  tretys ; 

With  eycn  gladde,  and  browes  bente  ; 

Hir  heer  doun  to  hir  heles  wente. 

And  she  was  simple  as  dowve  on  tree, 

Ful  debonaire  of  herte  was  she.  1220 

She  durste  never  seyn  no  do 

But  that  [thing]  that  hir  longed  ta 

And  if  a  man  were  in  distresse. 

And  for  hir  love  in  hevinesse, 

Hir  herte  wolde  have  ful  greet  pitee,  1225 

She  was  so  amiable  and  free. 

For  were  a  man  for  hir  bistad, 

She  wolde  ben  right  sore  adrad 

That  she  dide  over  greet  outrage, 

But  she  him  holpe  his  harm  to  aswage ; 

Hir  thoughte  it  elles  a  vilanye.  T231 

And  she  hadde  on  a  sukkcnye. 

That  not  of  f  hempen  herdos  was  ; 

So  fair  was  noon  in  alle  Arras. 

Lord,  it  was  rideled  fetjrsly !  1235 

Ther  nas  nat  foo  poynt,  trewely, 
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That  it  nas  in  his  right  ossyse. 

Fill  wel  y-clothed  was  Fraunchyse ; 

For  ther  is  no  cloth  sitteth  bet 

On  damisolle,  than  doth  roket.  1240 

A  wommau  wel  more  fetys  is 

In  roket  than  in  ci)to,  y-wis. 

The  wliyte  roket,  ridole<l  faire, 

fBitokonojl,  that  ftil  dobonaire 

And  swete  was  she  that  it  here.  1245 

By  hir  daunced  a  bachelere ; 
I  can  not  telle  yon  what  he  hight«, 
But  fair  he  was,  and  of  good  highte, 
Al  hadde  he  be,  I  soy  no  more. 
The  lordes  sone  of  Windesore.  1250 

Curtesye. 

And  next  that  daunced  Curtksyk, 
That  preised  was  of  lowe  and  hye, 
For  neither  proud  ne  fool  was  she. 
She  for  to  dnunce  called  me, 
(I  i)raygod  yevo  hir  right  good  grace !)  1255 
Whan  I  com  first  into  the  place. 
She  was  not  nyco,  no  outrageous, 
But  wys  and  war,  and  vertuous, 
Of  faire  sjiecho,  and  faire  answere  ; 
Was  never  wight  misseid  of  here  ;       1260 
She  bar  no  rancour  t<»  no  wight. 
Cleer  broun  she  was,  and  therto  bright 
(^f  face,  of  b<Mly  avenaunt ; 
I  wot  no  lady  so  plosaunt. 
She  were  worthy  for  to  bene  1265 

An  empcresso  or  crouned  queue. 

And  by  hir  wen  to  a  knight  dauncing 
That  worthy  was  and  wel  speking, 
And  ful  wel  coude  ho  doon  honour. 
The  knight  was  fair  and  stif  in  stour,  1270 
And  in  armure  a  somcly  man, 
And  wel  biloved  of  his  lemman. 
Ydelnesse. 

Fair  Ydxluksss  than  saugh  I, 
That  alwey  was  me  fasto  by. 
Of  hir  have  I,  withouten  fayle,  1275 

Told  yow  the  shap  and  aparayle  ; 
For  (as  I  seide)  lo,  that  was  she 
That  dide  mo  so  great  bountee, 
That  she  the  gate  of  the  gardin 
Undido,  and  leet  me  jiassen  in.  1280 

Youthe. 

And  after  daunced,  as  I  gesse, 
+Yoin^K,  Itdfild  of  lustinesse, 
That  nas  not  yit  twelve  yoer  of  age, 
With  herte  wilde,  and  thought  volage ; 


Nyce  she  was,  but  she  no  men  to  1285 

Noon  harm  ne  slight  in  hir  entente, 

But  only  lust  and  joliteo. 

For  yonge  folk,  wol  witon  ye. 

Have  litel  thought  but  on  hir  play. 

Hir  lemman  was  bisydo  alway,  129a 

In  swich  a  gyse,  that  he  hir  kisto 

At  allc  tymes  that  him  liste, 

That  al  the  dannce  mighte  it  see  ; 

They  make  no  force  of  privotoe  ; 

For  who  s]>ak  of  hem  yvol  or  wel,         1295 

They  were  ashamed  nover-£Miol, 

But  men  mighte  soon  hem  kisse  there, 

As  it  two  yonge  douves  were. 

For  yong  was  thilke  bachelere. 

Of  beaute  wot  I  noon  his  pero  ;  1300 

And  he  was  riglit  of  swich  an  age 

As  Youthe  his  leef.  and  swich  coroge. 

The  lusty  folk  f  thus  dauncetl  there, 
And  also  other  that  witli  hem  were, 
That  weren  alle  of  hir  meynee  ;  1305 

Ful  hondo  folk,  and  wys,  and  free, 
And  folk  of  fair  port,  trewely, 
Thor  weren  alle  comunly. 

Whan  I  hadde  seen  the  count«naunce8 
Of  hem  that  ladden  thus  these  daunces, 
Than  hadde  I  wil  to  gtmn  an<l  see        1311 
The  gardin  that  so  lykod  mo, 
And  lokon  on  these  fairo  f  loreres, 
On  pyn-trees,  cedres,  and  oliveres. 
The  daunces  than  fy-endeii  wore ;        1315 
For  many  of  hem  that  daunced  there 
W^ere  with  hir  loves  went  awey 
Under  the  trees  to  have  hir  pley. 

A,  lord  !  they  lived  lustily  ! 
A  gret  fool  wore  ho,  sikerly,  1320 

That  nolde,  his  thankes,  swich  13^  lede ! 
For  this  dar  I  seyn,  out  of  drede, 
That  who-so  mighte  so  wol  faro. 
For  Iwtter  l>'f  f  thurte  him  not  care  ; 
For  ther  nis  so  gt>od  paradys  1325 

As  have  a  love  at  his  dovyB. 

Out  of  that  place  wentc  I  tho, 
And  in  that  gardin  gan  I  go, 
I'leying  along  ful  merily. 
The  Qod  of  Love  ful  hastoly  1330 

Unto  him  Swete-Loking  clepte. 
No  longer  wolde  he  that  fhe  kept« 
His  bowe  of  golde,  that  shoon  so  bright. 
He  f  bad  him  bende  it  anon-right ; 
And  he  ful  sone  [it]  sette  f  on  ende,     1335 
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And  at  a  braid  he  gan  it  bende, 
And  took  him  of  his  arowes  fyve, 
Ful  sharpe  and  redy  for  to  dryve. 
Now  god  that  sit  in  magestee 
Fro  deedly  woondos  kope  me,  1340 

If  so  be  that  he  fwol  me  shete ; 
For  if  I  with  his  arowe  mete, 
It  +W0I  me  greven  sore,  y-wis ! 
Bat  I,  that  no-thing  wiste  of  this, 
Wente  np  and  dotin  ftd  yiany  a  wey,  1345 
And  he  me  folwed  faste  alwey ; 
Bnt  no-wher  wolde  I  reste  me. 
Til  I  hadde  al  the  fyerde  in  be. 
The  gardin  was,  by  mesnring, 
Hight  even  and  sqnar  in  compassing ;  1350 
It  was  as  long  as  it  was  large. 

The  Trees. 
Of  fmyt  hadde  every  tree  his  chargOf 
But  it  were  any  hidoos  tree 
Of  which  ther  were  two  or  three. 
Ther  were,  and  that  wot  I  fal  wel,       1355 
Of  pomgamettes  a  ful  gret  del ; 
That  is  a  fruyt  ful  wel  to  lyke. 
Namely  to  folk  whan  they  ben  syke. 
And  trees  ther  were,  greet  foisonn, 
That  baren  notes  in  hir  sesoxm,  1360 

Sach  as  men  notemigges  calle. 
That  swote  of  savour  been  withalle. 
And  alemandres  greet  plentee, 
Figes,  and  many  a  date-tree 
Ther  weren,  if  men  hadde  nede,  1365 

Through  the  fyerd  in  length  and  brede. 
Ther  was  eek  wexing  many  a  spyce, 
As  clow-gelofre,  and  licoryce, 
Gingcre,  and  greyn  de  •j-paradys, 
Canelle,  and  setewale  of  prys,  1370 

And  many  a  spyce  delitable, 
To  eten  whan  men  ryse  fro  table. 
And  many  hoomly  trees  ther  were. 
That  peches,  coynes,  and  apples  here, 
Hedlers,  ploumes,  x>eres,  chesteynes,   1375 
Cheryse,  of  whiche  many  on  fayn  is, 
Notes,  aleys,  and  bolas. 
That  for  to  seen  it  was  solas  ; 
With  many  high  lorer  and  pyn 
Was  renged  clene  al  that  gardyn  ;      1380 
With  cipros,  and  with  oliveres, 
Of  which  that  nigh  no  plente  here  is. 
Ther  were  elmes  grete  and  stronge, 
Maples,  asshe,  ook,  ash,  planes  longe, 
Yyn  ew,  popler,  and  lindef  £uTe,         1385 


And  othere  trees  ful  many  a  payre. 

What  sholde  I  telle  you  more  of  it  ? 
Ther  were  so  many  tre^s  jdt, 
That  I  sholde  al  encombred  be 
£r  I  had  rekened  every  tree.  1390 

These  trees  were  set,  that  I  devyse, 
Oon  from  another,  in  assyso, 
Five  fadome  or  sixe,  I  trowe  so, 
But  they  were  hye  and  grete  also  : 
And  for  to  kepe  out  wel  the  sonne,      1395 
The  croppes  were  so  thikke  y-ronne, 
And  every  braunch  in  other  fknet, 
And  fill  of  grene  leves  fset, 
That  Sonne  mighte  noon  descende, 
Lest  [it]  the  tendre  grasses  shende.     1400 
Ther  mighte  men  does  and  roes  y-see, 
And  of  squirels  ful  greet  plentee. 
From  bough  to  bough  alwey  leping. 
Conies  ther  were  also  pla3dng, 
That  comen  out  of  hir  daperes  1405 

Of  sondry  colours  and  maneres. 
And  maden  many  a  tumeying 
Upon  the  fresshe  gras  springing. 
The  Welles. 

In  places  saw  I  welxjcs  there. 
In  whiche  ther  no  frogges  were,  14 10 

And  fair  in  shadwe  was  every  welle ; 
But  I  ne  can  the  nombre  telle 
Of  stremes  smale,  that  by  devys 
Mirthe  had  don  come  through  condys, 
Of  which  the  water,  in  renning,  1415 

Gan  make  a  no3rse  ftil  lyking. 

About  the  brinkes  of  thise  welles, 
And  by  the  stremes  ovor-al  elles 
Sprang  up  the  gras,  as  thikke  y-set 
And  sofbe  as  any  veluSt,  1430 

On  which  men  mighte  his  lemman  leye, 
As  on  a  fetherbed,  to  pleye. 
For  th'erthe  was  ful  softe  and  swete. 
Through  moisture  of  the  welle  wete 
Sprang  up  the  sote  grene  gras,  1435 

As  fair,  as  thikke,  as  mister  was. 
But  muche  amended  it  the  place, 
That  th'erthe  was  of  swich  a  grace 
That  it  of  fioures  had  plente. 
That  both  in  somer  and  winter  be.      1430 

Ther  sprang  the  violete  al  newe. 
And  fresshe  x)ervinke,  riche  of  hewe. 
And  floures  yelowe,  whyte,  and  rede  ; 
Swich  plentee  grew  ther  never  in  mede. 
Ful  gay  was  al  the  ground,  and  qaejnit. 
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And  pondred,  8.8  men  had  it  pejnt,     1436 
With  many  a  fresh  and  sondry  flour, 
That  casten  up  Ail  good  savour. 

I  wol  not  long^  holde  you  in  £Etble 
Of  al  this  gardin  fdelitable.  1440 

I  moot  my  tonge  stinten  nede, 
For  I  ne  may,  withouten  drede, 
Xaught  tellen  you  the  beaut«e  al, 
No  half  the  bountee  therewithal. 

I  wente  on  right  honde  and  on  left  1445 
Aboute  tho  place  ;  it  was  not  left, 
Til  I  haddo  al  the  fyerde  in  been, 
In  tho  f  estres  that  men  mighte  seen. 
And  thus  whyle  I  wente  in  my  pley, 
The  Grod  of  Love  me  folowed  ay,  1450 

Right  as  an  hunter  can  abyde 
The  beste,  til  he  seeth  his  tyde 
To  f  shete,  at  good  mes,  to  the  dere, 
Whan  that  him  nodeth  go  no  nere. 

And  so  bofil,  I  rested  me  1455 

Besyde  a  wolle,  under  a  tree, 
Which  tree  in  Praunco  men  call  a  pyn. 
But,  sith  the  tyme  of  king  Pepyn, 
Xe  gre-w  ther  tree  in  mannes  sighte 
So  fair,  ne  so  wel  woxe  in  highte  ;       1460 
In  al  that  ycrdo  so  high  was  noon. 
And  springing  in  a  marble-stoon 
Had  nature  sot,  the  sotho  to  telle, 
Under  that  pyn-treo  a  welle. 
And  on  the  border,  al  withoute,  1465 

Was  writen,  in  the  stone  aboute, 
Lettres  smale,  that  seyden  thus, 
'  Here  starf  the  faire  Narcisus.' 
Narcisus. 

NxRCtsrs  was  a  bachelere. 
That  Love  had  caught  in  his  daungere, 
And  in  his  net  gan  him  so  streyne,     1471 
And  dido  him  so  to  wepe  and  pleyne, 
That  nede  him  muste  his  lyf  forgo. 
For  a  fair  lady,  hight  Echo, 
Him  loved  over  any  creature,  1475 

And  gan  for  him  swich  peyne  endure, 
That  on  a  tyme  she  him  tolde, 
That,  if  he  hir  loven  noldo, 
'  That  hir  behoved  nodes  dye, 
Ther  lay  non  other  remedyo.  1480 

But  natheles,  for  his  beautee. 
So  fiers  and  daungerous  was  he. 
That  he  nolde  graunten  hir  asking. 
For  wcping,  ne  for  fair  praying. 
And  whan  she  herde  him  weme  hir  so, 


She  hadde  in  herte  so  gret  wo,  i486 

And  took  it  in  so  gret  dispyt, 
That  she,  withoute  more  respjrt, 
Was  deed  anoon.     But,  er  she  deyde, 
Ful  pitously  to  god  she  preyde,  1490 

That  proude-herted  Narcisus, 
That  was  in  love  so  daungerous, 
Mighte  on  a  day  ben  hampred  so 
For  love,  and  been  so  hoot  for  wo, 
That  never  he  n^ghte  joye  atteyne  ;  1495 
Than  shulde  he  fele  in  every  veyne 
What  sorowe  trewe  lovers  maken, 
That  been  so  "t-vilaynsly  forsaken. 
This  prayer  was  but  resonable, 
Therfor  god  held  it  ferme  and  stable :  1500 
For  Narcisus,  shortly  to  telle. 
By  aventure  com  to  that  welle 
To  reste  him  in  that  shadowing 
A  day,  whan  he  com  fro  hunting. 
This  Narcisus  had  suffred  paynes        1505 
For  renning  alday  in  the  playnes. 
And  was  for  thurst  in  greet  distresse 
Of  hete,  and  of  his  werinesse 
That  hadde  his  breeth  almost  blnomen. 
Whan  he  was  to  that  welle  y-comen,  151U 
That  shadwed  was  with  braunches  greno, 
He  thoughte  of  thilke  water  shene 
To  drinke  and  fresshe  him  wel  withallo ; 
And  doun  on  knees  he  gan  to  falle. 
And    forth    his    heed    and    nekke    out- 
straughte  15 15 

To  drinken  of  that  welle  a  draughte. 
And  in  the  water  anoon  was  sene 
His  nose,  his  mouth,  his  yfin  shene, 
And  he  ther-of  was  al  abasohed ; 
His  owne  shadowe  had  him  bitrasshed. 
For  wel  wende  he  the  forme  see  152 1 

Of  a  child  of  greet  beautoe. 
Wel  couthe  Love  him  wreko  tho 
Of  daunger  and  of  pryde  also 
That  Narcisus  somtyme  him  here.        1525 
He  quitto  him  wel  his  guerdon  there ; 
For  he  f  so  musede  in  the  welle. 
That,  shortly  al  the  sothe  to  tolle, 
He  lovede  his  owne  shadowe  so, 
That  atte  laste  he  starf  for  wo.  1530 

For  whan  he  saugh  that  he  his  wille 
Mighte  in  no  numer  wey  fulfille. 
And  that  he  was  so  faste  caught 
That  he  him  couthe  comfort  naught, 
He  loste  his  wit  right  in  that  place,    1535 
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And  deyde  within  a  litel  sx)ace. 
And  thus  his  warisonn  he  took 
For  tho  lady  that  he  forsook. 

Ladyes,  I  preye  en  sample  taketh, 
Ye  that  ayoins  your  love  mistaketh  :  1540 
For  if  hir  deeth  be  yow  to  vryte, 
God  can  ftil  wel  your  whyle  qujrte. 

Whan  that  this  lettre,  of  whiche  I  telle, 
Had  taught  me  that  it  was  the  welle 
Of  Narcisus  in  his  beautee,  1545 

I  gan  anoon  withdrawo  me, 
Whan  it  fel  in  my  remembraunce, 
That  him  bitiddo  swich  mischaunce. 

The  Welle. 
But  at  the  laste  than  thoughte  I, 
That  scathelea,  ful  sikerly,  1550 

I  mighte  unto  The  Welle  go. 
Wherof  shuldo  I  abasshen  so  ? 
Unto  the  welle  than  wente  I  me, 
And  donn  I  louted  for  to  see 
The  clere  "water  in  the  stoon,  1555 

And  eok  the  gravel,  which  that  shoon 
Down  in  tho  botme,  as  silver  fyn  ; 
For  of  the  welle,  this  is  the  fyn. 
In  world  is  noon  so  clcer  of  hewe. 
The  water  is  ever  fresh  and  newe        1560 
That  welmoth  up  in  wawes  brighte 
The  monntance  of  two  finger  highte. 
Aboutcn  it  is  gras  springing. 
For  moisto  so  thikke  and  wel  lyking. 
That  it  ne  may  in  winter  dye,  1565 

Xo  moro  than  may  the  see  be  drye. 

Down  at  the  botme  set  saw  I 
Two  cristal  stones  crafbely 
In  thilke  fresshe  and  faire  welle. 
But  o  thing  soothly  dar  I  telle,  1570 

That  ye  wol  holdo  a  greet  mervaylo 
Whan  it  is  told,  without«n  fayle. 
For  whan  the  sonne,  cleer  in  sighte. 
Cast  in  that  welle  his  hemes  brighte, 
And  that  the  heet  descended  is,  1575 

Than  taketh  the  cristal  stoon,  y-wis, 
Agayn  the  sonne  an  hundred  hewes, 
Blewe,  yelowe,  and  rede,  that  fresh  and 

newe  is. 
Tit  hath  the  merveilous  cristal  1579 

Swich  strengthe,  that  the  place  overal, 
Bothe  fowl  and  tree,  and  leves  grene, 
And  al  the  yerd  in  it  is  sene. 
And  for  to  doon  you  understonde, 
lo  make  enMunple  wol  I  fonde  ; 


Right  as  a  mirour  openly  1585 

Sheweth  al  thing  that  stant  therby. 
As  wel  tho  colour  as  the  figure, 
Withoutcn  any  coverture ; 
Right  so  the  cristal  stoon,  shyning, 
Without«n  BJiy  discey\'ing,  1590 

The  f  estres  of  the  yerdo  accuseth 
To  him  that  in  the  water  museth  ; 
For  ever,  in  which  half  that  f  ho  be, 
f  He  may  wel  half  tho  gardin  see  ; 
And  if  he  tume,  he  may  right  wel      1595 
Seen  tho  remenaunt  everydel. 
For  thor  is  noon  so  litel  thing 
So  hid,  ne  closed  with  shitting, 
That  it  ne  is  sene,  as  though  it  were 
Peynted  in  the  cristal  there.  1600 

This  is  the  mirour  perilous, 
In  which  the  proude  Narcisus 
Saw  al  his  face  fair  and  bright. 
That  made  him  sith  to  lye  upright. 
For  who-so  loke  in  that  mirour,  1605 

Ther  may  no-thing  ben  his  socour 
That  he  ne  shal  ther  seen  som  thing 
That  shal  him  Icde  into  floving. 
Ful  many  a  worthy  man  hath  it 
Y-blent ;  for  folk  of  grettest  wit  1610 

Ben  sone  caught  here  and  awayted  ; 
Withouten  resp3rt  been  they  bayted. 
Heer  comth  to  folk  of-newe  rage, 
Heer  chaungeth  many  wight  corage  ; 
Heer  lyth  no  reed  ne  wit  therto ;         1615 
For  Venus  sone,  daun  Cupido, 
Hath  sowen  there  of  love  the  seed, 
That  help  ne  lyth  ther  noon,  ne  reed. 
So  cerclcth  it  the  welle  aboute. 
His  ginnes  hath  he  set  withouto  1620 

Right  for  to  cacche  in  his  pantercs 
These  damoysels  and  bachelercs. 
Love  will  noon  other  bridde  cacche. 
Though  he  sette  either  net  or  lacclie.  1644 
And  for  the  seed  that  heer  was  sowen. 
This  welle  is  cleped,  as  wel  is  knowen. 
The  Welle  of  Love,  of  verray  right. 
Of  which  ther  hath  ful  many  a  wight 
Spoke  in  bokes  dyversely. 
But  they  shulle  never  so  verily  1630 

Descripcioun  of  tho  welle  here. 
No  eek  the  sothe  of  this  matero. 
As  ye  shulle,  whan  I  have  undo 
The  crafb  that  hir  bilongeth  to. 

Alway  me  lyked  for  to  dwelle,  1635 
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To  soon  the  cristal  in  the  wellOf 

That  shewed  me  fol  openly 

A  thousand  th ingles  fasto  by. 

But  I  may  sayo,  in  sory  houre 

Stood  I  to  loken  or  to  poure  ;  1640 

For  sithon  [have]  I  sore  fsj-ked, 

That  mirour  hath  me  now  entryked. 

But  hadde  I  first  knowen  in  my  wit 

The  vertue  and  [the]  fstrongthe  of  it, 

I  nolde  not  have  mused  there  ;  1645 

He  hadde  bet  ben  elles-where  ; 

For  in  the  snare  I  fel  anoon, 

That  hath  fbitraisshod  many  oon. 

The  Roser. 
In  thilke  mirour  saw  I  tho, 
Among  a  thousand  thinges  mo,  1650 

A  RosKR  charged  ful  of  roses, 
That  with  an  hegge  aboute  endos  is. 
Tho  had  I  svrich  lust  and  env>*e. 
That,  for  Parys  no  for  Pavye, 
Nolde  I  have  left  to  goon  and  see        1655 
Ther  grettest  hcpo  of  roses  be. 
Whan  I  was  with  this  rage  hent, 
That  caught  hath  many  a  man  and  shent, 
Toward  the  roscr  gan  I  go.  . 
And  whan  I  was  not  for  therfro,  1660 

Tho  savour  of  tho  roses  swote 
Me  smoot  right  to  the  herto  rote, 
As  I  hadde  al  embawmed  fbe. 
And  if  I  no  hadde  endouted  me 
To  have  ben  hated  or  assailed,  1665 

My  thankes,  f  wolde  I  not  have  failed 
To  puUe  a  rose  of  al  that  route 
To  berc[n]  in  layn.  honde  aboute. 
And  smellen  to  it  wher  I  wente  ; 
But  ever  I  dredde  me  to  repente,        1670 


And  lest  it  g^roved  or  for-thoughte 
The  lord  that  thilke  gardyn  wroughto. 
Of  roses  wore  ther  grot  woon, 
So  faire  +wexe  never  in  roon. 
Of  knoppes  clos,  some  saw  I  there,       1675 
And  some  wel  beter  woxen  wero  ; 
And  some  ther  been  of  other  moysoun, 
That  drowe  nigh  to  hir  sosoun. 
And  speddo  hem  faste  for  to  sprede  ; 
I  love  wol  swicho  roses  rede ;  i68o 

For  brode  roses,  and  open  also, 
Bon  passed  in  a  day  or  two  ; 
But  knoppes  wilen  fresshe  bo 
Two  dayes  atto  leest,  or  throe. 
The  knoppes  gretly  lyked  me,  1685 

For  fairer  may  ther  no  man  see. 
Who-so  mighte  have[n]  oon  of  alio. 
It  oughto  him  been  ful  leef  withal le. 
Mighte  I  [a]  gorlond  of  Jhom  goten, 
For  no  riohesse  I  wolde  it  leten.  i6go 

The  Knoppe. 
Among  THE  KNOPPKS  I  chees  oon 
So  fair,  that  of  the  remenaunt  noon 
No  preyse  I  half  so  wel  as  it, 
Whan  I  avyse  it  in  my  wit. 
For  it  so  wel  was  enlumyned  1695 

With  colour  reed,  as  wol  [yj-f^-ned 
As  nature  coutho  it  make  fairo. 
And  it  i  had  loves  wol  foure  paire. 
That  Kindo  had  set  through  his  knowing 
About  the  rede  +rose  springing.  1700 

The  stalko  was  as  rissho  right. 
And  theron  stood  the  knoppo  upright. 
That  it  no  bowed  upon  no  syde. 
The  swote  smelle  sprong  so  wyde 
That  it  dido  al  the  place  aboute —       17U5 


PBAGMENT   B. 


[Line  1705  it  incomplete,  as  the  sentence  Jias  no  verb.    Here  the  genuine  portion  ends. 

Line  1706  gives  a  false  rime,  and  is  by  another  hand.] 


Whan  I  had  smelled  the  savour  swoto, 
No  willo  hadde  I  fro  thons  ^HLt  go. 
But  somdel  neer  it  wente  I  tho 
To  take  it ;  but  myn  hond,  for  drede, 
No  dorste  I  to  the  rose  bode,  1710 

For  thistels  sharpe,  of  many  maneres, 
Netles,  thomes,  and  hoked  breres ; 


f  Ful  muche  they  distourbled  me, 
For  sore  I  dradde  to  harmed  be. 

The  Qod  of  Love,  with  bowe  bent. 
That  al  day  set  hadde  his  talent 
To  pursuen  and  to  spyon  me. 
Was  stonding  by  a  fige-trce. 
And  whan  he  sawe  how  that  I 
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Had  chosen  so  ententifiy  1720 

riie  +botoun,  more  nnto  my  pay 
Than  any  other  that  I  say, 
He  took  an  arowe  ful  sharply  whet, 
And  in  his  bowo  whan  it  was  set, 
Ho  streight  np  to  his  ere  drough  1725 

The  stronge  bowe,  that  was  so  tough, 
And  shet  at  me  so  wonder  smerte, 
Tliat  through  myn  eye  unto  myn  herte 
The  takel  smoot,  and  depe  it  wente. 
And  ther-with-al  such  cold  me  hente, 
That,  under  clothes  warme  and  sofbe,  1731 
"f Sith  that  day  I  have  chevered  ofte. 

Whan  I  was  hurt  thus  in  [that]  stounde, 
I  fel  doun  plat  unto  the  grounde. 
Myn  herte  failed  and  fejrnted  ay,         1735 
And  long  tyme  [ther]  a-swone  I  lay. 
But  whan  I  com  out  of  swoning. 
And  hadde  wit,  and  my  feling, 
I  was  al  maat,  and  wendo  ful  wel 
Of  blood  have  loren  a  ful  gret  deL       1740 
But  certcs,  the  arowe  that  in  mo  stood 
Of  me  ne  drew  no  drope  of  blood, 
For-why  I  found  my  wounde  al  dreye, 
Tlian  took  I  with  myn  hondis  tweye 
The  arowe,  and  ful  fast  out  it  plight,  1745 
And  in  the  pulling  sore  I  sight. 
So  at  the  last  the  shaft  of  tree 
I  drough  out,  with  the  fothers  three. 
But  yet  the  hoked  heed,  y-wis. 
The  whiche  Beautee  callid  is,  1750 

Gan  so  depe  in  myn  herte  passe. 
That  I  it  mighte  nought  arace  ; 
But  in  myn  herte  stille  it  Bt4x>d, 
Al  bledde  I  not  a  drope  of  blood. 
I  was  bothe  anguissous  and  trouble     1755 
For  the  peril  that  I  saw  double  ; 
I  niste  what  to  seye  or  do, 
Ne  g^te  a  leche  my  woundis  fto  ; 
For  neithir  thurgh  gras  ne  rote, 
Xe  hadde  I  help  of  ho])e  ne  bote.         1760 
But  to  the  botoun  ever-mo 
Myn  herte  drew  ;  for  al  my  wo. 
My  thought  was  in  non  other  thing. 
For  hadde  it  been  in  my  keping, 
It  wolde  have  brought  my  lyf  agayn.  1765 
For  +certeinly,  I  dar  wel  seyn. 
The  sight  only,  and  the  savour, 
Alogged  muche  of  my  langour. 
Than  gan  I  for  to  drawe  me 
Toward  the  botoun  fair  to  see  ;  1770 


And  Love  hadde  gete  him,  in  fa  throwe^ 

Another  arowe  into  his  bowe. 

And  for  to  shote  g^n  him  dresse  ; 

The  arowis  name  was  Simplesso. 

And  whan  that  Love  gan  nyghe  me  nere. 

He  drow  it  up,  withouten  were,  1776 

And  shot  at  me  with  al  his  might, 

So  that  this  arowe  anon-right 

Thourghout  [myn]  eigh,  as  it  was  founde, 

Into  myn  herte  hath  maad  a  wounde. 

Thanne  I  anoon  dido  al  my  crafte       1781 

For  to  draw  en  out  the  shafte. 

And  ther-with-al  I  sighed  eft. 

But  in  mjm  herte  the  heed  was  loft, 

Which  ay  oncresid  my  desyre,  1785 

Unto  the  botoun  drawe  nere  ; 

And  ever,  mo  that  me  was  wo. 

The  more  dosyr  hadde  I  to  go 

Unto  the  rosor,  where  that  grew 

The  fresshe  botoun  so  bright  of  hewe.  1790 

Bctir  me  were  have  loten  be  ; 

But  it  bihoved  nedes  mo 

To  don  right  as  myn  herte  Imd. 

For  ever  the  body  must  be  lad 

Aftir  the  herte  ;  in  welo  and  wo,  1795 

Of  force  togidre  they  must  go. 

But  never  tliis  archer  wolde  fyne 

To  sheto  at  me  with  all  his  pyne. 

And  for  to  moke  me  to  him  mete. 

The  thridde  arowe  he  gan  to  shete  1800 
Whan  best  his  tyme  he  mighte  espye, 
The  which  was  named  Ourtesye  ; 
Into  myn  herte  it  dide  avale. 
A-swone  I  fol,  bothe  deed  and  pale ; 
Long  tyme  I  lay,  and  stired  nought,  1805 
Til  I  abraid  out  of  my  thought. 
And  faste  than  I  avyscd  me 
To  drawe[n]  out  the  shafte  of  tree ; 
But  ever  the  heed  was  left  bihinde 
For  ought  I  couthe  pulle  or  winde,     x8io 
So  sore  it  stikid  whan  I  was  hit. 
That  by  no  craft  I  might  it  flit ; 
But  anguissous  and  ful  of  thought, 
I  ffelte  such  wo,  my  woundo  ay  wrought, 
That  somoned  me  alway  to  go  1815 

Toward  the  rose,  that  pleased  me  so ; 
But  I  ne  durste  in  no  manere, 
Bicause  the  archer  was  so  nere. 
For  evermore  gladly,  as  I  rede, 
Brent  child  of  fyr  hath  muche  dredo.  i8ao 
And,  oertis  jdt,  for  al  my  peyne, 
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Though  that  I  sigh  yit  arwis  reyne. 

And  groande  qnarels  sharpe  of  Bt«le, 

Ne  for  no  payne  that  I  might  fele, 

Yit  might  I  not  my-silf  with-holde     1825 

Tho  faire  roser  to  biholde ; 

For  Lovo  me  yaf  sich  hardement 

For  to  falfille  his  commanndement. 

Upon  my  feet  I  roos  up  than 

Feble,  as  a  forwoundid  man  ;  1850 

And  forth  to  gon  [my]  might  I  sette, 

And  for  the  archer  nolde  I  lette. 

Toward  the  roser  fast  I  drow  ; 

But  thomes  sharpe  mo  than  y-now 

Ther  were,  and  also  thistels  thikke,    1835 

And  breres,  brimme  for  to  prikke, 

That  I  ne  mighte  geto  grace 

The  rowe  thomes  for  to  passe. 

To  scne  the  roses  frcsshe  of  hewe, 

I  must  abidOf  though  it  me  rewe,         1840 

The  hegrro  abouto  so  thikke  was, 

That  closid  tho  roses  in  compas. 

But  o  thing  lykcd  me  right  wele  ; 
I  was  so  nygh,  I  mighte  fele 
Of  the  botoun  the  swote  odour,  1845 

And  also  see  the  fresshe  colour ; 
And  that  right  grotly  lyked  me. 
That  I  so  neer  fit  mighte  see. 
Sich  joye  anoon  therof  hadde  I, 
That  I  forgat  my  malady.  1850 

To  sene  fit  hadde  I  sich  delyt. 
Of  sorwe  and  angre  I  was  al  quit. 
And  of  my  woundes  that  I  had  fthar ; 
For  no-thing  lyken  me  might  fmar 
Than  dwellen  by  the  roser  ay,  1855 

And  thennes  never  to  passe  away. 

But  whan  a  whyle  I  had  be  thar. 
The  God  of  Love,  which  al  to-shar 
Myn  herte  with  his  arwis  kene, 
fCasto  him  to  yeve  me  woundis  grene. 
He  shot  at  me  ful  hastily  1861 

An  arwe  named  Company, 
The  whiche  takel  is  ful  able 
To  make  these  ladies  merciable. 
Than  I  anoon  gan  chaungen  he  we      1865 
For  g^vaunce  of  my  wounde  newe, 
That  I  agasm  fel  in  swoning, 
And  sighed  sore  in  compleyning. 
Sore  I  compleyned  that  my  sore 
On  me  gan  gnroven  more  and  more.     187U 
I  had  non  hope  of  allegeaunce  ; 
So  nigh  I  drow  to  desperaunce, 


I  rought  of  dethe  ne  of  lyf. 

Whither  that  love  wolde  me  dryf. 

If  me  a  martir  wolde  he  make,  1875 

I  might  his  power  nought  forsake. 

And  whyl  for  anger  thus  I  wook. 

The  God  of  Love  an  arowe  took  ; 

Ful  sharp  it  was  and  [ful]  pugnaunt, 

And  it  was  calUd  Fair-Semblaunt,       x88o 

The  which  in  no  wys  wol  consente. 

That  any  lover  him  repente 

To  serve  his  love  with  herte  and  alia, 

For  any  pexil  that  may  bifallo. 

But  though  this  arwe  was  kene  groonde 

As  any  rasour  that  is  founde,  1886 

To  cutte  and  kerve,  at  the  po3mt. 

The  God  of  Love  it  hadde  anoynt 

With  a  precious  oynement, 

Somdel  to  yeve  aleggement  1890 

Upon  the  woundes  that  he  had 

Through  the  body  in  my  herte  maad, 

To  helpe  hir  sores,  and  to  cure, 

And  that  they  may  the  bet  endure. 

But  yit  this  arwe,  withoute  more,        1895 

Made  in  myn  herte  a  large  sore. 

That  in  ful  gret  peyne  I  abood. 

But  ay  the  oynement  wente  abrood  ; 

Throughout  my  woundes  largo  and  wyde 

It  spredde  aboute  in  every  syde  ;         1900 

Through  whos  vertu  and  whos  might 

"iiyn  herte  joyful  was  and  light. 

I  had  been  deed  and  al  to-shent 

But  for  the  precious  oynement. 

The  shaft  I  drow  out  of  the  arwe,       1905 

Boking  for  wo  right  wondir  narwe ; 

But  the  heed  which  made  me  smerte, 

Lefte  bihinde  in  myn  herte 

With  other  foure,  I  dar  well  say, 

That  never  wol  be  take  away ;  1910 

But  the  oynement  halp  mo  wele. 

And  yit  sich  sorwe  dide  I  fele 

+Of  my  woundes  fresshe  and  newe, 

That  al-day  I  ohaunged  hewe. 

As  men  might  see  in  my  visage.  1915 

The  arwis  were  so  fulle  of  rage, 

So  variaunt  of  diversitee. 

That  men  in  everich  mighte  see 

Both  gret  anoy  and  eek  swetnesse, 

And  joye  me3mt  with  bittimesso,        1920 

Now  were  they  esy,  now  where  they  wood, 

In  hem  I  felte  both  harm  and  good ; 

Now  sore  without  aleggement, 
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Xow  +8ofteiiing  with  oynexnent ; 

It  softned  here,  and  fprikked  there,  1925 

Thus  ese  and  anger  to^der  were. 

The  God  of  Love  deliverly 
Com  lepand  to  me  hastily, 
And  seide  to  me,  in  gret  rape, 

*  Yeld  thee,  for  thou  may  not  eao&pe !  1930 
May  no  defence  availe  thee  here  ; 
Therfore  I  rede  mak  no  danngere. 

If  thou  wolt  yelde  thee  hastily, 

Thon  shalt  [the]  rather  have  mercy. 

He  is  a  fool  in  sikemesse,  1935 

That  with  daunger  or  stoutnosse 

Bebellith  ther  that  he  sholde  plese  ; 

In  snch  folye  is  litel  ese. 

Be  meek,  wher  thou  must  nedis  bowe ; 

To  stryve  ageyn  is  nought  thy  prowe. 

Ck>me  at  ones,  and  have  y-do,  1941 

For  I  wol  that  it  be  so. 

Than  yeld  thee  here  debonairly.* 

And  I  answerid  ful  humbly, 

*  Gladly,  sir  ;   at  your  bidding,  1945 
I  wol  me  yelde  in  alle  thing. 

To  your  servyse  I  wol  me  take  ; 

For  god  defende  that  I  shulde  make 

Ageyn  your  bidding  resistence  ; 

I  wol  not  doon  so  gret  offence  ;  1950 

For  if  I  dide,  it  were  no  skile. 

Ye  may  do  with  me  what  ye  wile, 

Save  or  spille,  and  also  sloo  ; 

Fro  you  in  no  wyse  may  I  go. 

My  lyf,  my  deth,  is  in  your  honde,      1955 

I  may  not  laste  out  of  your  bonde. 

Pleyn  at  your  list  I  yelde  me. 

Hoping  in  herte,  that  sumtyme  ye 

Comfort  and  ese  shulle  me  sende  ; 

Or  ellis  shortly,  this  is  the  ende,         i960 

Withouten  helthe  I  moot  ay  dure, 

But-if  ye  take  me  to  your  cure. 

Comfort  or  helthe  how  shuld  I  have, 

8ith  ye  me  hurte,  but  ye  me  save  ? 

The  helthe  of  f  lovers  moot  be  founde 

Wher-as  they  token  firste  hir  wounde. 

And  if  ye  list  of  me  to  make  1967 

Your  prisoner,  I  wol  it  take 

Of  herte  and  wil,  fully  at  greo. 

Hoolly  and  pleyn  I  yelde  me,  1970 

Withoute  feyning  or  feyntyse. 

To  be  governed  by  your  empryse. 

Of  you  I  here  so  much  prys, 

I  wol  ben  hool  at  your  devys 
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For  to  ftilfille  your  lyking 

And  repente  for  no-thing. 

Hoping  to  have  yit  in  som  tyde 

Mercy,  of  that  [that]  I  abyde.' 

And  with  that  covenaunt  yeld  I  me, 

Anoon  doun  kneling  upon  my  knee,  1980 

Profermg  for  to  kisse  his  feet ; 

But  for  no-thing  he  wolde  me  lete. 

And  seide,  '  I  love  thee  bothe  and  preyse, 

Sen  that  thyn.  answer  doth  me  ese, 

For  thou  answerid  so  curteisly.  1985 

For  now  I  wot  wel  uttirly. 

That  thou  art  gentil,  by  thy  speche. 

For  though  a  man  fer  wolde  secho, 

He  shulde  not  finden,  in  certeyn, 

No  sich  answer  of  no  vileyn  ;  1990 

For  sich  a  word  ne  mighte  nought 

Isse  out  of  a  vilayns  thought. 

Thou  shalt  not  lesen  of  thy  speche, 

For  [to]  thy  helping  wol  I  eche. 

And  eek  encrescn  that  I  may.  1995 

But  first  I  wol  that  thou  obay 

Fully,  for  thyn  avauntage. 

Anon  to  do  mo  here  homage. 

And  sithe[n]  kisse  thou  shalt  my  mouth, 

Which  to  no  vilayn  was  never  couth  2000 

For  to  aproche  it,  no  for  to  touche  ; 

For  sauf  fto  cherlis  I  no  voucho 

That  they  shulle  never  noigh  it  nere. 

For  curteys,  and  of  fair  manere, 

Wel  taught,  and  tal  of  gentilnesse     3(x>5 

He  muste  ben,  that  shal  me  kisse. 

And  also  of  ful  high  fraunchyse. 

That  shal  atteyne  to  that  empryso. 

*  And  first  of  o  thing  wame  I  thee. 
That  peyne  and  gret  adversitee  2010 

He  mot  endure,  and  eek  travaile. 
That  shal  me  serve,  withoute  faile. 
But  ther-agcyns,  thee  to  comforte. 
And  with  thy  servise  to  dosporte. 
Thou  mayst  ful  glad  and  joyful  be      2015 
So  good  a  maister  to  have  as  me. 
And  lord  of  so  high  renoun. 
I  here  of  Love  the  gonfauoun, 
Of  Curtesye  the  banere  ; 
For  I  am  of  the  silf  manere,  2020 

Gentil,  curtejrs,  meek  and  free  ; 
That  who  [so]  ever  ententif  be 
Mo  to  honoure,  doute,  and  serve, 
And  also  that  he  him  observe 
Fro  trespas  and  fro  vilanye,  2025 


22 


ZH  (S^omcLunt  of  (9^  (£lo«e« 


[FsAaMxar^ 


And  him  goveme  in  cnrtesye 

With  wil  and  with  entencionn  5 

For  whan  he  first  in  my  prisoxin 

Is  caught,  than  most^  he  uttirly, 

Fro  thonnes-forth  fal  hisily,  3030 

Cast«  him  gentil  for  to  be, 

If  ho  desjTe  helpe  of  me.' 

Anoon  withouten  more  delay, 
Withouten  dannger  or  affray, 
I  bicom  his  man  anoon,  3035 

And  gave  him  thankes  many  a  oon, 
And  kneled  doun  with  hondis  joynt. 
And  made  it  in  my  port  ful  "j-quoynt ; 
The  joye  wento  to  myn  hcrte  rote. 
Whan  I  hod  kissed  his  month  so  swote, 
I  had  sich  mirth  e  and  sich  lyking,     2041 
It  cared  me  of  langoisshing. 
He  askid  of  me  than  hosta/ros  :— 
*  I  have,'  he  seidc,  *  'f'tan  fole  homages 
Of  oon  and  other,  where  I  have  been  2CX45 
f  Disceyved  ofte,  withouten  wene. 
Those  felouns,  fuUo  of  falsit«e, 
Have  many  sythcs  bigyled  me, 
And  through  falshode  hir  lust  acheved, 
Wherof  I  repent©  and  am  agreved,     2050 
And  I  hem  gete  in  my  daungore, 
Hir  falshed  shulle  they  bye  ful  dere. 
But  for  I  love  thee,  I  seye  thee  pleyn, 
I  wol  of  thee  bo  more  certcyn  ; 
For  thee  so  sore  I  wol  now  binde,       2055 
That  thou  away  no  shalt  not  winde 
For  to  denyen  tlie  covenaunt. 
Or  doon  that  is  not  avenaunt. 
That  thou  were  fals  it  were  greet  reuthe, 
Sith  thou  somest  so  ful  of  treuthe.'    2060 

'  Sire,  if  thee  list  to  undirstande, 
I  mcrveile  thee  asking  this  demande. 
For-why  or  wherfore  shuldo  ye 
Ostages  or  borwis  asko  of  me, 
Or  any  other  sikimesso,  2065 

Sith  ye  wote,  in  sothfastnesse. 
That  ye  have  me  fsurprjrsed  so. 
And  hool  myn  hcrte  ftan  me  fro, 
That  it  wol  do  for  me  no-thing 
But-if  it  be  at  your  bidding  ?  2070 

Hyn  herte  is  yours,  and  myn  right  nought, 
As  it  bilioveth,  in  dede  and  thought, 
Redy  in  alio  to  worcho  your  willo. 
Whether  so  [it]  tume  to  good  or  ille. 
So  sore  it  lustith  you  to  plese,  2075 

No  man  therof  may  you  fdisseise. 


Ye  have  theron  set  sich  justise. 

That  it  is  werreyd  in  many  wise. 

And  if  ye  doute  it  nolde  obeye, 

Ye  may  therof  do  make  a  kcye,  2080 

And  holde  it  with  you  for  ostage.' 

'  Now  certis,  this  is  notm  outrage,* 

Quoth  Love,  '  and  fully  I  accord  ; 

For  of  the  body  ho  is  ful  lord 

That  hath  the  herte  in  his  tresor  ;      2085 

Outrage  it  wore  to  asken  more.' 

Than  of  his  aumenor  he  drough 
A  litcl  koyo,  fotys  y-nough. 
Which  was  of  gold  polisshed  clere, 
And  seide  to  me,  *  With  this  keye  here 
Th3Ti  herte  to  me  now  wol  I  shette  ;  2091 
For  al  my  jowellis  loko  and  knotte 
I  binde  under  this  lit<)l  keye, 
That  no  wight  may  caryo  awoye  ; 
This  keye  is  ful  of  grot  poeste.'  2<ig5 

With  which  anoon  he  touchid  mo 
Undir  tho  syde  ful  softely. 
That  he  myn  herte  sodeynly 
Without  [al]  anoy  had  spered, 
Tliat  yit  right  nought  it  hath  mo  dered. 
Whan  he  had  doi)n  his  wil  al-out,       2101 
And  I  had  put  him  out  of  dout, 
'  Sire,'  I  seide,  '  I  have  right  grot  wille 
Your  lust  and  plosaunce  to  fulfillo. 
Loko  ye  my  scrviso  take  at  gree,  2105 

By  thilke  feith  ye  owe  to  mo. 
I  seye  nought  for  rocroaundyse. 
For  I  nought  douto  of  your  servjrso. 
But  the  servaunt  travoileth  in  vayne, 
Tliat  for  to  serven  doth  his  payno        2 no 
Unto  that  lord,  which  in  no  wyse 
Can  him  no  thank  for  his  scrvyse.' 

Love  seide,  '  Dismaye  thee  nought, 
Sin  thou  for  sucour  hast  me  sought. 
In  thank  thy  sorvise  wol  I  take,  2115 

And  high  of  +gree  I  wol  thee  make, 
If  wikkidnosse  no  hindre  thee  ; 
But,  as  I  hopo,  it  shal  nought  bo. 
To  worship  no  wight  by  aventure 
May  come,  but-if  he  peyne  endure.      2120 
Abyde  and  suffre  thy  distresso  ; 
That  hurtith  now,  it  shal  be  lesse  ; 
I  wot  my-silf  what  may  thee  save. 
What  medicyno  thou  woldist  have. 
And  if  thy  troutho  to  me  thou  kepe,  2125 
I  shal  unto  thyn  helping  eke. 
To  cure  thy  woundes  and  make  hem  dene. 
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Wher-Bo  they  be  olde  or  grene ; 

Thou  shall  be  holpen,  at  -wordis  fewe. 

For  certeynly  thou  shall  wd  shewe     2130 

Wher  thai  Ihoii  serves!  with  good  wille, 

For  to  complisshen  and  fuliille 

My  comaundementis,  day  and  night, 

WTiiche  I  to  lovers  yeve  of  right.* 

'  Ah,  sire,  for  goddis  love,'  said  I,     2135 
'  Er  ye  pasae  hens,  enlentifly 
Your  comaundemcntis  to  mo  ye  say, 
And  I  shal  kepe  hem,  if  I  may  ; 
For  hem  to  kepcn  is  al  my  thought. 
And  if  so  be  I  wot  them  nought,         2140 
Than  may  I  [sinne]  unwitingly. 
Wherfore  I  pray  you  enterely, 
With  al  myn  herte,  me  to  lore. 
That  I  trcspasse  in  no  manero.' 

The  gtfd  of  love  than  chargid  mo      2145 
Anoon,  as  ye  shal  here  and  see, 
Word  by  word,  by  right  empryse, 
So  as  the  Romance  shal  devyse. 

The  maister  lesith  his  tj-me  to  lere, 
\\1ian  the  disciple  wol  not  here.  215) 

It  is  but  veyn  on  him  to  swinke, 
Tliat  on  his  loming  wol  not  thinke. 
\Mio-80  lust  love,  let  him  cntende, 
For  now  the  Romance  -f  gfinnoth  amende. 
Nt>w  is  gotxi  to  hero,  in  fay,  2155 

If  any  be  that  can  it  say. 
And  iwynte  it  as  the  resoun  is 
Set ;  for  other-gate,  y-wis. 
It  shal  nought  wel  in  alle  thing 
Be  brought  to  good  undirstonding  ;    2160 
For  a  reder  that  poyntith  illo 
A  good  sentence  may  ofte  spille. 
The  book  is  good  at  the  ending, 
Maad  of  newe  and  lusty  thing ; 
For  who-so  wol  the  ending  here,         2165 
The  crafte  of  love  he  shal  now  lere. 
If  that  he  wol  so  long  abyde. 
Til  I  this  Romance  may  unhyde, 
And  undo  the  signifiannce 
«>f  this  dreme  into  Romaunce.  2170 

The  s'>thfa8tnesse,  that  now  is  hid, 
"Without  coverture  shal  be  kid, 
\^lian  I  undon  have  this  dreming, 
Wherin  no  word  is  of  lesing. 

*  Vilany,  at  the  biginning,  2175 

I  wol,'  i  sayd  Love,  •  over  alle  thing. 
Thou  leve,  if  thou  wolt  [not]  be 
Fals,  and  trespasae  agegnies  me. 


I  curse  and  blame  generally 

Alio  hem  that  loven  vilany  ;  2180 

For  vilany  makith  vilayn. 

And  by  his  dedis  a  cherle  is  seyn, 

Thiso  vilajTis  am  without  pitee, 

Frendshipe,  love,  and  al  bounte. 

I  nil  receyve  fto  my  scryj'se  2185 

Hem  that  ben  vilayns  of  empryso. 

'  But  nndirstonde  in  thyn  entent. 
That  this  is  not  myn  ent^in dement, 
To  clepe  no  wight  in  no  agos 
Only  gontil  for  his  linages.  3190 

But  who-so  [that]  is  vcrtuous. 
And  in  his  port  nought  outrageous, 
Whan  sich  oon  thou  sees!  thee  biforn, 
Though  he  bo  not  gentil  born, 
Thou  maysl  wcl  seyn,  this  is  ^b.  soth,  2195 
That  ho  is  gentil,  bicause  he  doth 
As  longeth  to  a  gentilman  ; 
Of  hem  non  other  demo  I  can. 
For  certeynly,  withouton  dredo, 
A  cherle  is  demed  by  his  dcdc,  2200 

Of  hye  or  lowe,  as  ye  may  see. 
Or  of  what  kinrede  that  he  be. 
Xo  say  nought,  for  noon  yvel  wille. 
Thing  that  is  to  holden  stillo  ; 
It  is  no  worship  to  misseyo.  2205 

Thou  mayst  ensamplo  take  of  Keye, 
That  was  somtyme,  for  misseying, 
Hated  bothe  of  olde  and  ying  ; 
As  for  as  Gaweyn,  the  worthy. 
Was  preysed  for  his  curtesy,  2210 

Keye  was  hated,  for  he  was  fel, 
Of  word  dispitous  and  cruel. 
Wherfore  be  wyse  and  aqueyntable, 
GK)odly  of  word,  and  resonablo 
Bothe  to  lesse  and  ock  to  mar.  2215 

And  whan  thou  comcst  ther  men  ar, 
Loko  that  tliou  have  in  custom  ay 
First  to  salue  hem,  if  thou  may  : 
And  if  it  falle,  that  of  hem  som 
Salue  thee  first,  be  not  dom,  2220 

But  quyte  him  curteisly  anoon 
Without  abiding,  er  they  goon. 

*  For  no-thing  eek  thy  tunge  applye 
To  speko  wordis  of  ribaudyo. 
To  vilajTi  sjieche  in  no  degree  2225 

Lat  never  thy  lipi>e  unboundon  be. 
For  I  nought  holdo  him,  in  good  feith, 
Curteys,  thai  foule  wordis  seith. 
And  alle  wimiuen  serve  and  preyse, 
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And  to  thy  power  hir  honour  reyse.    2230 
And  if  that  any  missayere 
Dispjrse  wimmen,  that  thou  mayst  here. 
Blame  him,  and bidde himholde  him  stille. 
And  sot  thy  might  and  al  thy  wille 
Wimmen  and  ladies  for  to  pleso,         2235 
And  to  do  thing  that  may  hem  ese, 
That  they  ever  sx>eke  good  of  thee, 
For  so  thou  mayst  best  preysed  bo. 

'  Loko  fro  pryde  thoa  kopo  thee  wele ; 
For  thou  mayst  bothe  perceyve  and  fele, 
That  pryde  is  botho  foly  and  sinne  ;    2241 
And  he  that  pryde  hath,  him  withinne, 
Ne  may  his  herte,  in  no  wyse, 
Meken  no  souplen  to  servyse. 
For  prydo  is  founde,  in  every  part,     2245 
Contrarie  unto  Loves  art. 
And  he  that  loveth  trewcly 
Shuldo  him  contene  jolily, 
Withouten  pryde  in  sondry  "wj-se. 
And  him  disgyson  in  queyntjBe.  2250 

For  queynt  array,  withouten  drede, 
Is  no-thing  proud,  who  takith  hede ; 
For  fresh  array,  as  men  may  see, 
Withouten  pryde  may  ofbo  be. 

*  Majmtene  thy-silf  aftir  thy  rent,    2255 
Of  robo  and  eok  of  gamemont ; 
For  many  sythe  fair  clothing 
A  man  amendith  in  mioh  thing. 
And  loke  alwey  that  they  be  shape. 
What  gamemont  that  thou  shalt  make, 
Of  him  that  can  [hem]  beste  do,  2261 

With  al  that  x>erteyneth  thcrto. 
Poyntis  and  sieves  be  wel  sittand, 
Bight  and  streight  fupon  the  hand. 
Of  shoon  and  botes,  newe  and  faire,    2265 
Loke  at  the  leest  thou  have  a  paire ; 
And  that  they  sitte  so  fctisly, 
That  these  rude  may  uttirly 
Merveyle,  sith  that  they  sitte  so  pleyn, 
How  thoy  come  on  or  of  ageyn.  2270 

Were  stroite  gloves,  with  •faumenere 
Of  silk  ;  and  alwey  with  good  choro 
Thou  yovo,  if  thou  have  richesse  ; 
And  if  thou  havo  nought,  spend  the  lesse. 
Alwoy  bo  merry,  if  thou  may,  2275 

But  waste  not  thy  good  alway. 
Have  hat  of  floures  fresh  as  Maj% 
Chapelet  of  roses  of  Whitsonday  ^ 
For  sich  array  no  fcost  but  lyte. 
Thyn  hondis  wash,  thy  teeth  m&ke  whyte. 


And  let  no  filthe  upon  thee  be.  2281 

Thy  nailes  blak  if  thou  mayst  see, 

Voide  it  awey  deliverly, 

And  kembe  thjoi  heed  right  jolily. 

fFard  not  thy  visage  in  no  wjrso,         2285 

For  that  of  love  is  not  th'  empryse  ; 

For  love  doth  haten,  as  I  finde, 

A  beaute  that  oometh  not  of  kinde. 

Alwey  in  herte  I  rede  thee 

Glad  and  mery  for  to  be,  2290 

And  be  as  jo3rful  as  thou  can  ; 

Love  hath  no  joyo  of  sorowful  man. 

That  yvel  is  ful  of  curtesye 

That  f  lauhwith  in  his  maladye  ; 

For  ever  of  love  the  siknesse  2295 

Is  meynd  with  swete  euid  bittemesse. 

The  soro  of  love  is  merveilous  ; 

For  now  the  lover  [is]  joyous. 

Now  can  he  plejme,  now  can  he  grone, 

Now  can  he  singen,  now  maken  mono. 

To-day  ho  pleyneth  for  hovinesse,        2301 

To-morowe  he  fpleyeth  for  jolynesse. 

The  Ijf  of  love  is  ful  contrarie. 

Which  stoundemele  can  ofbo  varie. 

But  if  thou  canst  [som]  mirthis  make,  2305 

That  men  in  greo  wole  gladly  take, 

Do  it  goodly,  I  oomaunde  thee  ; 

For  men  sholde,  wher-so-evor  they  be, 

Do  thing  that  hem  [best]  sitting  is, 

For  therof  cometh  good  loos  and  pris.  2310 

Wher-of  that  thou  be  vertuous, 

Ne  be  not  straunge  ne  daungorous. 

For  if  that  thou  good  rider  be, 

Prike  gladly,  that  men  may  so. 

In  armes  also  if  thou  conne,  2315 

Pursue,  til  thou  a  name  hast  wonne. 

And  if  thy  voice  be  fair  and  clere, 

Thou  shalt  maken  no  gret  daungere 

Whan  to  singe  thoy  goodly  projre  ; 

It  is  thy  worship  for  to  oboye.  2320 

Also  to  you  it  longith  ay 

To  harpe  and  gitemo,  daunce  and  play ; 

For  if  he  can  wel  foote  and  daunce. 

It  may  him  greetly  do  avaunco. 

Among  eek,  for  thy  lady  sake,  2325 

Songes  and  complayntes  that  thou  make ; 

For  that  wol  fmeve  [hem]  in  hir  herte, 

Whan  they  redon  of  thy  smerte. 

Loke  that  no  man  for  scarce  thee  holde. 

For  that  may  greve  thee  many-folde.  2330 

Besoun  wol  that  a  lover  be 
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In  hia  yiftes  more  large  and  free 

Than  cherles  that  been  not  of  loving, 

For  who  ther-of  can  any  thing, 

He  shal  bo  leef  ay  for  to  yeve,  2335 

In  fLovos  lore  who  so  woldo  levo ; 

Por  he  that,  throagh  a  sodeyn  sight. 

Or  for  a  kissing,  anon-right 

Yaf  hool  his  herte  in  wlUe  and  thought, 

And  to  him-silf  kepith  right  nought,  3340 

Aftir  -f-swich  yift,  is  good  resoun. 

He  yeve  his  good  in  abandoun. 

*  Now  wol  I  shortly  here  reherce, 
Of  that  [that]  I  have  seid  in  verse, 

Al  the  sentence  by  and  by,  2345 

In  wordis  fewe  compendiously, 

That  thou  the  bet  mayst  on  hem  thinke, 

\Vhether-so  it  be  thou  wake  or  winke  ; 

For  [that]  the  wordis  litel  grove 

A  man  to  kope,  whanne  it  is  breve.     3350 

*  Who-so  with  Love  wol  goon  or  ryde 
He  mot  be  curteys,  and  void  of  pryde, 
Mery  and  fulle  of  jolite, 

And  of  largesse  alosed  be. 

'  First  I  joyne  thee,  here  in  penaunce, 
That  ever,  withouto  rei)entaunce,        3356 
Thou  set  thy  thought  in  thy  loving. 
To  laste  withoute  repenting  ; 
And  thenke  upon  thy  mirthis  swete. 
That  shal  folowe  aftir  whan  ye  mete.  3360 

*  And  for  thou  trewe  to  love  shalt  be, 
I  wol,  and  [eek]  comaunde  thee. 

That  in  00  place  thou  sette,  al  hool, 
ThjTi  herte,  withouten  halfen  dool, 
For  trecherie,  fin  sikemcsse  ;  2365 

For  I  lovedo  never  doublenesse. 
To  many  his  herte  that  wol  depart, 
Everiche  shal  have  but  litel  i)art. 
But  of  him  drede  I  me  right  nought. 
That  in  00  place  settith  his  thought.  3370 
Therforo  in  00  place  it  sette. 
And  let  it  never  thennes  flette. 
For  if  thou  yovest  it  in  lening, 
I  holde  it  but  a  wrecchid  thing : 
Therfore  yeve  it  hool  and  quyte,  2375 

And  thou  shalt  have  the  more  merite. 
If  it  be  lent,  than  aftir  soon. 
The  bountee  and  the  thank  is  doon  ; 
But,  in  love,  free  yeven  thing 
Rcquyrith  a  gret  guerdoning.  3380 

Yeve  it  in  yifl  al  quit  fully. 
And  make  thy  yiit  debonairly ; 


For  men  that  yifb  [wol]  holde  more  dere 

That  yeven  is  with  gladsome  chere. 

That  yift  nought  to  preiscn  is  2385 

That  man  yeveth,  maugre  his. 

Whan  thou  hast  yeven  thyn  herte,  as  I 

Have  seid  thee  here  [al]  openly. 

Than  aventures  shullo  thee  falle, 

Which  harde  and  hevy  been  withalle.  3391) 

For  ofte  whan  thou  bithenkist  thee 

Of  thy  loving,  wher-so  thou  be, 

Fro  folk  thou  must  depart  in  hy. 

That  noon  perce3^o  thy  malady. 

But  hyde  thjTi  harm  thou  must  alone,3395 

And  go  forth  sole,  and  make  thy  mone. 

Thou  shalt  no  whyl  be  in  00  stat, 

But  whylom  cold  and  w^hylom  hat ; 

Now  reed  as  rose,  now  yolowe  and  fade. 

Such  sorowe,  I  trowe,  thou  never  hade ; 

Cotidien,  ne  [yit]  quartcyne,  2401 

It  is  nat  so  ful  of  poyne. 

For  ofte  tymes  it  shal  fallo 

In  love,  among  thy  peynos  alio. 

That  thou  thy-solf,  al  hoolly,  ^405 

Foryeten  shalt  so  utterly, 

That  many  tymes  thou  shalt  be 

Stillo  as  an  image  of  tree, 

Dom  as  a  stoon,  without  stering 

Of  foot  or  bond,  without  spoking  ;       2410 

Than,  sono  after  al  thy  pcync, 

To  memorie  shalt  thou  come  ageyn, 

A[s]  man  abasshed  wondre  sore. 

And  after  sighen  more  and  more. 

For  wit  thou  wel,  withouten  wene,     2415 

In  swioh  astat  ful  oft  have  been 

That  have  the  yvel  of  love  assayd, 

Wher-through  thou  art  so  dismayd. 

'  After,  a  thought  shal  take  thee  so. 
That  thy  love  is  to  for  thee  fro  :  3420 

Thou  shalt  say,  "  Go<i,  what  may  this  be. 
That  I  ne  may  my  lady  see  ? 
Myne  herte  aloon  is  to  her  go. 
And  I  abyde  al  sole  in  wo. 
Departed  firo  myn  owne  thought,         3425 
And  with  myne  eyen  see  right  nought. 
Alas,  myn  eyen  fsende  I  ne  may. 
My  careful  herte  to  convay ! 
Myn  hertes  gydo  but  they  be, 
I  praise  no-thing  what  over  they  see.  2430 
Shul  they  abyde  thanne  ?  nay ; 
But  goon  fvisyte  without  delay 
That  myn  herte  desyreth  so. 
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Por  certeynly,  bat-if  th^  go, 

A  fool  my-self  I  may  wel  holde,  2435 

Whan  I  ne  see  what  1x1301  herte  wolde. 

Wherfore  I  wol  gon  her  to  eeen, 

Or  esed  shal  I  never  been, 

Bat  I  have  Bom  tokening." 

Then  goet  thou  forth  without  dwelling ; 

But  ofte  thou  faylest  of  thy  de9yre,     3441 

Er  thou  majrst  come  hir  any  nere, 

And  wastest  in  vayn  thy  passage. 

Than  fallest  thou  in  a  newe  rage  ; 

For  wante  of  sight  thou  ginnest  mome, 

And  homward  pensif  dost  retome.     2446 

In  greet  mischeef  than  shalt  thou  be, 

For  than  agayn  shal  come  to  thee 

Sighes  and  pleyntes,  with  newe  wo, 

That  no  ioching  prikketh  so.  3450 

Who  wot  it  nought,  he  may  go  lere 

Of  hem  that  byen  love  so  dere. 

*  No-thing  thyn  herte  appesen  may. 
That  oft  thou  wolt  goon  and  assay. 
If  thou  mayst  seen,  by  aventuro,         3455 
Thy  lyves  joy,  thyn  hertis  cure ; 
So  that,  by  grace  if  thou  might 
Atteyno  of  hir  to  have  a  sight. 
Than  slialt  thou  doon  non  other  dede 
But  with  that  sight  thyn  eyen  fede.  2460 
That  faire  fresh  whan  thou  mayst  see, 
Thyn  herte  shal  so  ravisshed  be, 
That  never  thou  woldest,  thy  thankis,  lete, 
Ne  remove,  for  to  see  that  swete. 
The  more  thou  seest  in  sothfastnesse,  2465 
The  more  thou  fcoveytest  of  that  swet- 

nosso ; 
The  more  thyn  herte  brenneth  in  fyr, 
The  more  thyn  herte  is  in  desyr. 
For  who  oonsidroth  every  del, 
It  may  be  lykned  wondir  wel,  2476 

The  peyne  of  love,  unto  a  fere  ; 
For  ever  [the]  more  thou  noighest  nere 
^Thought,  or  who>so  that  it  be. 
For  verray  sothe  I  telle  it  thee. 
The  hatter  ever  shal  thou  brenne,       3475 
Aa  experience  shal  thee  kenne. 
Wher-so  [thou]  comest  in  any  cost. 
Who  is  next  fyr,  he  brenneth  most. 
And  yit  forsothe,  for  al  thjm  hete. 
Though  thou  for  love  swelte  and  swete. 
No  for  no-thing  thou  felen  may,         3481 
Thou  shalt  not  willen  to  passe  away. 
And  though  thou  go^  yet  must  thee  nede 


Thenke  al-day  on  hir  fairhede, 

Whom  thou  bihelde  with  so  good  wille ; 

And  holde  thyself  bigyled  iUe,  3486 

That  thou  ne  haddest  non  hardement 

To  shewe  hir  ought  of  thyn  en  tent. 

Thjrn  herte  ful  sore  thou  wolt  dispyse. 

And  eek  repreve  of  cowardyse,  3490 

That  thou,  so  dulle  in  every  thing, 

Were  dom  for  drede,  without  speking, 

Thou  shalt  eek  thenke  thou  didest  foly, 

That  thou  wert  hir  so  faste  by, 

And  durst  not  auntre  thee  to  say        3495 

Som-thing,  er  thou  cam  away  ; 

For  thou  haddist  no  more  wonne. 

To  spoke  of  hir  whan  thou  bigonne  : 

But  fyif  she  wolde,  for  thy  sake. 

In  armes  goodly  thee  have  take,         3500 

It  shulde  have  be  more  worth  to  thee 

Than  of  tresour  greet  plentee. 

'  Thus  shalt  thou  mome  and  eek  com- 
ployn. 
And  gete  enchesoun  to  goon  agejoi 
Unto  thy  walk,  or  to  thy  place,  3505 

Where  thou  biheld  hir  fleshly  face. 
And  never,  for  fals  suspcccioun. 
Thou  woldest  finde  occasioun 
For  to  gon  unto  hir  hous. 
So  art  thou  thanne  desirous  3510 

A  sight  of  hir  for  to  have. 
If  thou  thine  honour  mightcst  save. 
Or  any  erand  mightist  make 
Thider,  for  thy  loves  sake  ; 
Ful  fayn  thou  woldist,  but  for  drede  3515 
Thou  gost  not,  lest  that  men  take  hede. 
Wherfore  I  rede,  in  thy  going. 
And  also  in  thyn  ageyn-ooming, 
Thou  be  wel  war  that  men  no  wit ; 
Feyne  thee  other  cause  than  it  3530 

To  go  that  weye,  or  faste  by ; 
To  hele  wel  is  no  folye. 
And  if  so  be  it  happo  thee 
That  thou  thy  love  ther  mayst  see, 
In  siker  wyse  thou  hir  salewe,  3535 

Wherwith  thy  colour  wol  transmewe. 
And  eke  thy  blood  shal  al  to-quake. 
Thy  hewe  eek  chaungen  for  hir  sake. 
But  word  and  wit,  with  chcre  ful  pale, 
Shul  wante  for  to  telle  thy  tale.  3530 

And  if  thou  mayst  so  fer-forth  winne^ 
That  thou  [thy]  resoun  durst  biginne. 
And  woldist  seyn  three  thingis  or  mo, 
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Thou  shalt  ful  soanly  seyn  the  two. 
Though  thou  bithenke  thee  never  so  wel, 
Thou  shalt  foryeto  yit  somdel,  2536 

Bnt-if  thou  dole  with  trecherye. 
For  fals  lovers  xnowe  al  folye 
Seyiif  what  hem  lust,  withouten  drede. 
They  be  so  double  in  hir  falshede  ;      2540 
For  they  in  herte  cunne  thenke  a  thing 
And  seyn  another,  in  hir  speking. 
And  whan  thy  speche  is  endid  al, 
Bight  thus  to  thee  it  shal  bifal ; 
If  any  word  than  come  to  minde,        2545 
That  thou  to  seye  hast  left  bihinde, 
Than  thou  shalt  brenne  in  greet  martyr ; 
For  thou  shalt  brenne  as  any  fyr. 
This  is  the  stryf  and  eke  the  affray, 
And  the  batail  that  lastith  ay.  2550 

This  bargeyn  ende  may  never  take, 
But-if  that  she  thy  }>ees  wil  make. 

*  And  whan  the  night  is  comen,  anon 
A  thousand  angres  shal  come  upon. 
To  beddo  as  fast  thou  wolt  thee  dight,  2555 
Where  thou  shalt  have  but  smal  delyt ; 
For  whan  thou  wonest  for  to  slepe, 
So  ful  of  peyne  shalt  thou  crepe, 
Sterte  in  thy  bodde  aboute  ful  W3rde, 
And  tume  ful  ofbe  on  every  syde  ;      2560 
Now  downward  groffe,  and  now  upright, 
And  walowe  in  wo  the  longe  night ; 
Thjrne  armis  shalt  thou  sprede  abrede, 
As  man  in  werre  were  fforwerreyd. 
Than  shal  thee  come  a  remembraunce 
Of  hir  shai)e  and  hir  semblaunce        2566 
Wherto  non  other  may  be  pere. 
And  wite  thou  wel,  withoute  were, 
That  thee  shal  f  seme,  somtyme  that  night. 
That  thou  hast  hir,  that  is  so  bright,  2570 
Naked  bitwene  thjn  armes  there, 
Al  sothfastnesse  as  though  it  were. 
Thou  shalt  make  castels  than  in  Spayne, 
And  dreme  of  joye,  al  but  in  vayne. 
And  thee  delyten  of  right  nought,       2575 
Whyl  thou  so  slomrest  in  that  thought, 
That  is  so  swete  and  dolitable. 
The  which,  in  soth,  nis  but  a  fable, 
For  it  ne  shal  no  whyle  laste. 
Than  shalt  thou  sighe  and  wepe  faste,  2580 
And  say,  **  Dere  god,  what  thing  is  this  ? 
My  dreme  is  turned  al  amis. 
Which  was  ful  swete  and  apparent. 
But  now  I  wake,  it  is  al  shent 


Now  yede  this  mexy  thought  away  !    2^«i 

Twenty  tymes  upon  a  day 

I  wolde  this  thought  wolde  come  ageyn, 

For  it  alleggith  wel  my  peyn. 

It  makith  me  ful  of  joyful  thought. 

It  sleeth  me,  that  it  lastith  noght.      2590 

A,  lord  !  why  nil  ye  me  socouro. 

The  joye,  I  trowe,  that  I  langoure  ? 

The  deth  I  wolde  mo  shulde  slo 

Whyl  I  lye  in  hir  armes  two. 

Mjm  harm  is  hard,  withouten  wene^  2595 

My  greet  unese  ful  ofte  I  mene. 

But  wolde  Love  do  so  I  might 

Have  fully  joye  of  hir  so  bright. 

My  pejme  were  quit  me  richely. 

Alias,  to  greet  a  thing  aske  I !  2600 

It  is  but  foly,  and  wrong  wening, 

To  aske  so  outrageous  a  thing. 

And  who-so  askith  folily. 

He  moot  be  warned  hastily  ; 

And  I  ne  wot  what  I  may  say,  2605 

I  am  so  fcr  out  of  the  way  ; 

For  I  wolde  have  ful  gret  lyking 

And  ful  gret  joye  of  lasse  thing. 

For  wolde  she,  of  hir  gentilnesse, 

Withouten  more,  me  onis  kosso,         2610 

It  were  to  me  a  greet  guerdoun, 

Beloes  of  al  my  passioun. 

But  it  is  hard  to  come  therto ; 

Al  is  but  foly  that  I  do. 

So  high  I  have  myn  herte  set,  2615 

Where  I  may  no  comfort  get. 

fl  noot  wher  I  sey  wel  or  nought ; 

But  this  I  wot  wel  in  my  thought. 

That  it  were  fbet  of  hir  aloon. 

For  to  stinte  my  wo  and  moon,  2620 

A  loke  on  fme  y-cast  goodly, 

f  Than  for  to  have,  al  utterly. 

Of  another  al  hool  the  pley. 

A  !  lord  !  wher  I  shal  bydo  the  day 

That  ever  she  shal  my  lady  be  ?  2625 

He  is  ful  cured  that  may  hir  see. 

A  !  god  !  whan  shal  the  dawning  spring  ? 

To  fly  thus  is  an  angry  thing  ; 

I  have  no  joye  thus  here  to  ly 

Whan  that  my  love  is  not  me  by.        2630 

A  man  to  lyen  hath  gret  disose. 

Which  may  not  slepe  ne  roste  in  esa 

I  wolde  it  dawed,  and  were  now  day, 

And  that  the  night  were  went  away  ; 

For  were  it  day,  I  wolde  upryse.  2635 
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A  !  slowe  Sonne,  shew  thyn  enpryse  ! 
Speed  thee  to  sprede  thy  bemis  bright, 
And  chace  the  derknesse  of  the  night, 
To  putte  away  the  stoundes  strongo, 
Which  in  mo  lasten  al  to  longe."        2640 

*  Tlie  night  shalt  thou  contene  so, 
Withoute  rest,  in  peyne  and  wo  ; 
If  over  thou  knowe  of  love  distresse. 
Thou  shalt  mowo  lerne  in  that  siknosse. 
And  thus  enduring  shalt  thou  ly,        2645 
And  ryso  on  morwo  up  erly 
Out  of  thy  boildo,  and  hameys  thee 
Er  ever  dawning  thou  mayst  see, 
Al  iirivily  than  shalt  thou  goon, 
What  f  weder  it  be,  thy-silf  aloon,       2650 
For  reyn,  or  hayl,  for  snow,  for  slete, 
Thider  she  dwollith  that  is  so  swete. 
The  which  may  falle  aslepe  be. 
And  thenkith  but  lit«l  upon  thee. 
Than  shalt  thou  goon,  ful  foule  aferd ;  2655 
Loke  if  the  gate  be  unsi)ord. 
And  waite  without  in  wo  and  peyn. 
Fill  yvel  a-colde  in  windo  and  reyn. 
Than  shal  thou  go  the  dore  bifore, 
If  thou  maist  fyndo  any  score,  2660 

Or  hole,  or  reft,  what  over  it  were  ; 
Than  shalt  thou  stoupe,  and  lay  to  ere. 
If  they  within  a-slepe  bo  ; 
I  mono,  alio  save  thj'  hidy  free. 
Whom  waking  if  thou  mayst  aspye,    2665 
Go  put  thy-silf  in  jupartyo, 
To  aske  g^ace,  and  thee  bimene, 
That  she  may  wit«,  withoutcn  wene. 
That  thou  [a]night  no  rest  hast  had, 
So  sore  for  hir  thou  were  bistad,  2670 

Wommen  wel  ought  pite  to  take 
Of  hem  that  sorwen  for  hir  sake. 
And  loke,  for  love  of  that  relyko. 
That  thou  thenke  non  other  lyke. 
For  f  whom  thou  hast  so  greet  annoy,  2675 
+Shal  kisse  thee  or  thou  go  away. 
And  hold  that  in  ful  grot  doyntoo. 
And,  for  that  no  man  shal  thee  see 
Bifore  the  hous,  ne  in  the  way, 
Loke  thou  be  goon  ageyn  er  day.         2680 
Snche  coming,  and  such  going. 
Such  hovinesse,  and  such  walking, 
Makith  lovers,  withouten  wene, 
Under  hir  clothes  pale  and  lene. 
For  Love  leveth  colour  ne  cleemesse  ;  2685 
Who  loveth  trewe  hath  no  fatnesse. 


Thou  shalt  wel  by  thy-selfe  see 
That  thou  must  nedis  assayed  be. 
For  men  that  shape  hem  other  wey 
Falsly  her  ladies  to  bitray,  2690 

It  is  no  wonder  though  they  bo  fat ; 
With  false  othes  hir  loves  they  gat ; 
For  oft  I  see  suche  loscngeours 
Fatter  than  abbatis  or  priours. 

'  Yet  with  o  thing  I  thee  charge,     2695 
That  is  to  soye,  that  thou  be  larg^ 
Unto  the  mayd  that  hir  doth  servo, 
So  best  hir  thank  thou  shalt  deserve. 
Yeve  hir  yiftes,  and  get  hir  grace, 
For  so  thou  may  [hir]  thank  purchace,270o 
That  she  thee  worthy  holde  and  free. 
Thy  lady,  and  alio  that  may  thee  see. 
Also  hir  servauntos  worshipe  ay. 
And  pleso  as  muche  as  thou  may  ; 
Gret  good  through  hem  may  come  to  thee, 
Bicause  with  hir  they  boon  privo.        2706 
They  shal  hir  telle  how  they  thee  fand 
Curteis  and  wys,  and  wol  doand, 
And  she  shal  preyso  [thee]  wol  the  *tn3mre. 
Loke  out  of  londe  thou  b©  not  ffare  ;  2710 
And  if  such  causo  thou  have,  that  thee 
Bihoveth  "fgon  out  of  controc, 
Levo  hoed  thyn  herto  in  hostage. 
Til  thou  ageyn  mako  thy  passage. 
Thenk  long  to  see  the  swete  thing       2715 
That  hath  thyn  horte  in  hir  keping. 

'  Now  have  I  told  thee,  in.  what  wyao 
A  lover  shal  do  me  servj'se. 
Do  it  than,  if  thou  wolt  have 
The  mode  that  thou  afbir  crave.'  2720 

Whan  Love  al  this  had  bodcn  me, 
I  seide  him  : — '  Sire,  how  may  it  be 
That  lovers  may  in  such  manero 
Endure  the  peyne  ye  have  seid  here  ? 
I  merveyle  me  wonder  faste,  2725 

How  any  man  may  live  or  lasto 
In  such  peyne,  and  siich  brenning. 
In  sorwe  and  thought,  and  sucli  sighing, 
Ay  unrolcsod  wo  to  make. 
Whether  so  it  be  they  slope  or  wake.  2730 
In  such  annoy  continuely. 
As  helpe  me  god,  this  merveile  I, 
How  man,  but  he  were  maad  of  stele, 
Might  live  a  month,  such  peynes  to  fele.* 

The  God  of  Lovo  than  seide  me,        2735 
'  Freond,  by  the  feith  I  owe  to  thee. 
May  no  man  have  good,  but  he  it  by. 
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A  man  loveth  more  tendirly 

The  thing  that  he  hath  bought  most  dere. 

For  wite  thou  wel,  withouten  were,    2740 

In  thank  that  thing  is  taken  more, 

For  which  a  man  hath  snffred  sore, 

Certift,  no  wo  ne  may  atteyne 

Unto  the  sore  of  loves  pejme. 

Non  jrvel  therto  ne  may  amonnte,       2745 

No  more  than  a  man  [may]  counte 

The  dropes  that  of  the  water  he. 

For  drye  as  wel  the  grete  see 

Thou  mightist,  as  the  harmes  telle 

Of  hem  that  with  Love  dwelle  2750 

In  servyse  ;  for  peyne  hem  sleeth. 

And  that  ech  man  wolde  flee  the  deeth, 

And  trowe  they  shnlde  never  escape, 

Nere  that  hope  couthe  hem  make 

Glad  as  man  in  prisoon  set,  2755 

And  may  not  geten  for  to  et 

But  barly-breed,  and  watir  pure, 

And  lyeth  in  vermin  and  in  ordure  ; 

With  alle  this,  yit  can  he  live. 

Good  hope  such  comfort  hath  him  yive. 

Which  maketh  weno  that  he  shal  be  2761 

Delivered  and  come  to  liberte  ; 

In  fortune  is  [his]  fulle  trust. 

Though  he  lye  in  strawe  or  dust, 

In  hope  is  al  his  susteyning.  2765 

And  so  for  lovers,  in  hir  wening, 

Whiche  Love  hath  shit  in  his  prisoun  ; 

Good-Hope  is  hir  salvacioun. 

G<KKl-Hope,  how  sore  that  they  smerte, 

Yeveth  hem  bothe  wille  and  herte      2770 

To  profre  hir  body  to  martyre  ; 

For  Hope  so  sore  doth  hem  desyre 

To  suffre  ech  harm  that  men  devyse. 

For  joye  that  f aftir  shal  aryse. 

•  Hope,  in  desire  [to]  cacche  victorie  ; 
In  Hope,  of  love  is  al  the  glorie,  2776 

For  Hope  is  al  that  love  may  yive  ; 
Nere  Hope,  ther  shulde  no  lover  live, 
Blessid  be  Hope,  which  with  desyre 
Avaunceth  lovers  in  such  manere.       2780 
Good-Hope  is  curteis  for  to  plese, 
To  kepe  lovers  from  al  disese. 
Hope  kepith  his  lond,  and  wol  abyde, 
For  any  peril  that  may  betyde ; 
For  Hope  to  lovers,  as  most  cheef,       2785 
Doth  hem  endure[n]  al  mischeef ; 
Hope  is  her  help,  whan  mister  is. 
And  I  shal  yeve  thee  eek,  y-wig, 


Three  other  thingis,  that  greet  solas 
Doth  to  hem  that  be  in  my  las.  2790 

'  The  fir8t(e]  good  that  may  be  founde. 
To  hem  that  in  my  lace  be  bounde. 
Is  Swete-Thought,  for  to  recorde 
Thing  wherwith  thou  canst  accorde 
Best  in  thyn  herte,  wher  she  be ;         2795 
-f  Thought  in  absence  is  good  to  thee. 
Whan  any  lover  doth  compleyne. 
And  livoth  in  distresse  and  peyne. 
Than  Swete-Thought  shal  come,  as  blyve, 
Awey  his  angre  for  to  dryve.  2S00 

It  makith  lovers  have  remembraunce 
Of  comfort,  and  of  high  plesaunce. 
That  Hope  hath  hight  liim  for  to  winne 
For  Thought  anoon  than  shal  biginne, 
As  fer,  god  wot,  as  he  can  finde,  2805 

To  make  a  mirrour  of  his  minde  ; 
For  to  biholde  he  wol  not  lotte. 
Hir  person  he  shal  afore  him  sette, 
Hir  laughing  eyen,  porsaunt  and  clere, 
Hir  shape,  hir  fourme,  hir  goodly  chere, 
Hir  mouth  that  is  so  gracious,  281 1 

So  swete,  and  cek  so  saverous  ; 
Of  alle  hir  fetures  ho  shal  take  hede. 
His  eyen  with  alle  hir  limes  fede. 

'  Thus  Swete-Thenking  shal  aswnge  2815 
The  peyne  of  lovers,  and  hir  rage. 
Thy  joye  shal  double,  withoute  gesse. 
Whan  thou  thenkist  on  hir  sendinesse, 
Or  of  hir  laughing,  or  of  hir  chere. 
That  to  thoo  made  thy  lady  dere.         2820 
This  comfort  wol  I  that  thou  take ; 
And  if  the  next  thou  wolt  forsake 
Which  is  not  lesso  saverous, 
Thou  shuldist  +been  to  daungerous. 

'  The  secounde  shal  be  Swete-Speche, 
That  hath  to  many  oon  be  lecho,        2826 
To  bringo  hem  out  of  wo  and  were, 
And  helpe  many  a  bachilore  ; 
And  many  a  lady  sent  socoure. 
That  have  loved  par-amour,  2830 

Through  speking,  whan  they   mighten 

hero 
Of  hir  lovers,  to  hem  so  dore. 
To  f  hem  it  voidith  al  hir  smerte, 
The  which  is  closed  in  hir  herte. 
In  herte  it  makith  hem  glad  and  light, 
Speche,  whan  they  mowe  have  sight.  2836 
And  therfore  now  it  cometh  to  minde 
In  olde  dawes,  as  I  finde, 
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That  clerkis  writcn  that  hir  knewe, 

Thcr  was  a  lady  fresh  of  hewe,  3840 

Which  of  hir  love  made  a  song, 

On  him  for  to  remcmbre  among, 

In  which  she  seide,  "  Whan  that  I  here 

Speken  of  him  that  is  so  dere. 

To  me  it  voidith  al  [my]  smerte,  2845 

Y-wis,  ho  sit  so  nere  myn  herte. 

To  speko  of  him,  at  eve  or  morwe, 

It  coreth  me  of  al  my  sorwe. 

To  me  is  noon  so  high  plesannce 

As  of  his  persone  daliaunce."  2850 

She  wist  fol  wcl  that  Swete-Speking 

Comfortith  in  ful  muche  thing. 

Hir  love  she  had  fol  wcl  assayed. 

Of  him  she  was  fal  wel  apayed  ; 

To  speke  of  him  hir  joye  was  set.         2855 

Therforo  I  rede  thee  that  thou  get 

A  fclowe  that  can  wel  concele 

And  kepe  thy  counsel,  and  wel  hele. 

To  whom  go  shewe  hooUy  thyn  herte, 

Bothe  welo  and  wo,  joye  and  smerte  :  2860 

To  gete  comfort  to  him  thou  go, 

And  privily,  between  yow  two. 

Ye  shol  speke  of  that  goodly  thing, 

That  hath  thyn  herte  in  hir  keping ; 

Of  hir  beaute  and  hir  semblannce,       2865 

And  of  hir  goodly  coantenatince. 

Of  al  thy  state  thou  shalt  him  sey. 

And  asko  him  counseil  how  thou  may 

Do  any  thing  that  may  hir  plese  ; 

For  it  to  thee  shal  do  gret  ese,  2870 

That  he  may  wite  thou  trust  him  so, 

Botho  of  thy  wele  and  of  thy  wo. 

And  if  his  herte  to  love  be  set. 

His  comx>anye  is  muche  the  bet, 

For  resoun  wol,  he  shewe  to  thee        2875 

Al  uttirly  his  privite  ; 

And  what  she  is  he  lovcth  so, 

To  thee  pleynly  ho  shal  undo, 

Withouto  drede  of  any  shame, 

Botho  telle  hir  renoun  and  hir  name.  2880 

T}ian  shal  he  forther,  ferre  and  nere, 

And  namely  to  thy  lady  dere, 

In  siker  wyse ;  ye,  every  other 

Shal  helpen  as  his  owne  brother, 

In  trouthe  withoute  doublenesse,         2885 

And  kepen  cloos  in  sikemesse. 

For  it  is  noble  thing,  in  fay. 

To  have  a  man  thou  darst  say 

Thy  prive  counsel  every  del ; 


For  that  wol  comfort  thee  right  wel,  2890 
And  thou  shalt  holde  thee  wel  apayed. 
Whan  such  a  freend  thou  hast  assayed. 

'  The  thridde  good  of  greet  comfort 
That  yeveth  to  lovers  most  disport, 
Comith  of  sight  and  biholding,  2895 

That  clepid  is  Swete-Loking, 
The  whiche  may  noon  ese  do, 
Whan  thou  art  fer  thy  lady  fro ; 
Wherfore  thou  prese  alwey  to  be 
In  place,  where  thou  mayst  hir  se.      2900 
For  it  is  thing  most  amorous, 
Most  delitable  and  saverous, 
For  to  aswage  a  mannes  sorowe, 
To  sene  his  lady  by  the  morowe. 
For  it  is  a  tal  noble  thinge  2905 

Whan  thyn  eyen  have  meting 
With  that  relyke  precious, 
Wherof  they  be  so  desirous. 
But  al  day  after,  soth  it  is. 
They  have  no  drede  to  fkren  amis,      2910 
They  dreden  neither  wind  ne  reyn, 
Ne  [yit]  non  other  manor  peyn. 
For  whan  thyn  eyen  were  thus  in  blis, 
Yit  of  hir  curtesye,  y-wis, 
Aloon  they  can  not  have  hir  joye,       2915 
But  to  the  herte  they  [it]  convoye  ; 
Part  of  hir  blis  to  him  fthey  sonde. 
Of  al  this  harm  to  make  an  ende. 
The  eye  is  a  good  messangere, 
Which  can  to  the  herte  in  such  manere 
Tidyngis  sonde,  that  [he]  hath  seen,    2921 
To  voide  him  of  his  peynes  deen. 
Wherof  the  herte  reioyseth  so 
That  a  gret  party  of  his  wo 
Is  voided,  and  put  awey  to  flight.        2935 
Right  as  the  derknesse  of  the  night 
Is  chased  with  clerenesse  of  the  mone, 
Right  so  is  al  his  wo  ful  sone 
Devoided  dene,  whan  that  the  sight 
Biholden  may  that  fresshe  wight        2950 
That  the  herte  desyreth  so, 
That  al  his  derknesse  is  ago  ; 
For  than  the  herte  is  al  at  ese. 
Whan  they  seen  that  [that]  may  hem  plese. 

'  Now  have  I  *)*thee  declared  al-out,  2935 
Of  that  thou  were  in  drede  and  dout ; 
For  I  have  told  thee  feithftilly 
What  thee  may  curen  utterly. 
And  alle  lovers  that  wole  be 
Fcithful,  and  ful  of  stabilite.  2940 
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Gkxxl-Hopo  alwcy  kepe  by  thy  syde. 
And  Swete-Thonght  make  eek  abyde, 
Swete-Loking  and  Swete-Speche ; 
Of  alle  thyn  harmes  they  shal  be  leche. 
Of  evexy  thoa  shalt  have  greet  plesannce  ; 
If  thoa  canst  bydo  in  sofferannce,      2946 
And  serve  wel  without  feyntyse. 
Thou  shalt  be  quit  of  thyn  empryse, 
With  more  guerdoun,  if  that  thou  live  ; 
But  al  this  tyme  this  I  thee  yive.*       2950 

The  God  of  Love  whan  al  the  day 
Had  taught  me,  as  ye  have  herd  say, 
And  enfourmed  compendiously, 
He  vanished  awey  al  sodeynly, 
And  I  alone  lefle,  al  sole,  3955 

So  ful  of  complejmt  and  of  dole. 
For  I  saw  no  other  man  ther  me  by. 
My  woundcs  me  greved  wondirly ; 
Me  for  to  curen  no-thing  I  knew, 
Save  the  botoun  bright  of  hew,  2960 

Wheron  was  set  hoolly  my  thought ; 
Of  other  comfort  knew  I  nought, 
But  it  were  through  the  God  of  Love ; 
I  knew  nat  elles  to  my  bihove 
That  might  me  ese  or  comfort  gete,    3965 
But^if  ho  wolde  him  entermete. 

The  roser  was,  withoute  doute, 
Closed  with  an  hegge  withoute. 
As  ye  to-fom  have  herd  me  seyn ; 
And  faat  I  bisied,  and  wolde  fayn        3970 
Have  passed  the  haye,  if  I  might 
Have  geten  in  by  any  slight 
Unto  the  botoun  so  fair  to  see. 
But  ever  I  dradde  blamed  to  be, 
If  men  wolde  have  suspecoioun  3975 

That  I  wolde  of  entcncioun 
Have  stole  the  roses  that  ther  were ; 
Therfore  to  entre  I  was  in  fere. 
But  at  the  last,  as  I  bithought 
Whether  I  sholde  passe  or  nought,     3980 
I  saw  com  with  a  gladde  chere 
To  me,  a  lusty  bachelere. 
Of  good  stature,  and  of  good  hight, 
And  Bialacoil  forsothe  he  hight. 
Sone  he  was  to  Curtesy,  3985 

And  he  me  graunted  ful  gladly 
The  passage  of  the  outer  hay. 
And  seide : — *  Sir,  how  that  ye  may 
Passe,  if  [it]  your  wille  be. 
The  fresshe  roser  for  to  see,  3990 

And  ye  the  swete  savour  fele. 


Your  f  warrant  may  [I  be]  right  wele  ; 

80  thou  thee  kepe  fro  folye, 

Shal  no  man  do  thee  vilanye. 

If  I  may  helpe  you  in  ought,  3995 

I  shal  not  fcyno,  dredeth  nought ; 

For  I  am  boundo  to  your  servyso. 

Fully  devoide  of  feyntyse.* 

Than  unto  Bialacoil  saido  I, 

*  I  thank  you,  sir,  ful  hertely,  3000 

And  your  biheest  [I]  take  at  gree, 

That  ye  so  goodly  profer  me  ; 

To  you  it  cometh  of  greet  fraunchyse. 

That  ye  me  profer  your  servyse.' 

Than  aflir,  ful  deliverly,  3005 

Through  the  breres  anoon  wente  I, 

Wherof  encombred  was  the  hay. 

I  was  wel  plesed,  the  soth  to  say. 

To  see  the  botoun  fair  and  swote, 

So  fresshe  spronge  out  of  the  rote.      3010 

And  Bialacoil  me  served  wel. 
Whan  I  so  nygh  me  mighte  fele 
Of  the  botoun  the  swete  odour. 
And  so  lusty  hewed  of  colour. 
But  than  a  cherl  (foule  him  bltyde  !)  3015 
Bisyde  the  roses  gan  him  hyde. 
To  kepe  the  roses  of  that  roser, 
Of  whom  the  name  was  Daunger. 
This  cherl  was  hid  there  in  the  greves. 
Covered  with  grasse  and  with  levcs,   3020 
To  spye  and  take  whom  that  he  fond 
Unto  that  roser  putte  an  bond. 
He  was  not  sole,  for  ther  was  mo  ; 
For  with  him  were  other  two 
Of  wikked  maners,  and  yvel  fame.      3035 
That  oon  was  depid,  by  his  name, 
Wikked-Tonge,  god  yeve  him  sorwe  ! 
For  neither  at  eve,  ne  at  morwe. 
He  can  of  no  man  [no]  good  si)eke , 
On  many  a  just  man  doth  he  wreke.  3030 
Ther  was  a  womman  eek,  that  hight 
Shame,  that,  who  can  reken  right, 
Trespas  was  hir  fadir  name, 
Hir  moder  Resoun  ;  and  thus  was  Shame 
[On  lyve]  brought  of  these  ilk  two.      3035 
And  yet  had  Trespas  never  ado 
With  Hesoun,  ne  never  ley  hir  by. 
He  was  so  hidous  and  ugly, 
I  mene,  this  that  Trespas  hight ; 
But  Resoun  oonceyveth,  of  a  sight,     3040 
Shame,  of  that  I  spak  afom. 
And  whan  that  Shame  was  thus  bom, 
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It  -was  ordejned,  that  Chastitoe 

Shulde  of  tho  roser  lady  be, 

Wliich,  of  the  botonns  moro  and  las,  3045 

With  sondry  folk  assailed  was, 

That  sho  no  wisto  what  to  do. 

For  Venus  hir  assallith  so, 

That  night  and  day  from  hir  she  stal 

Botouns  an<l  roses  ovor-al.  3050 

To  Resoun  than  prayoth  Chastitoe, 

"Whom  Venus  fflomed  over  the  see, 

That  she  hir  dought^r  wolde  hir  lone, 

To  kepc  the  rosor  fresh  and  grene. 

Anoon  Tlesonn  to  Chastitoe  3055 

Is  fully  assented  that  it  be. 

And  grauntid  hir,  at  hir  request, 

That  Shame,  hicause  sho  is  honest, 

Rhal  koper  of  the  roser  be. 

And  thus  to  kepe  it  ther  were  throe,  3060 

That  noon  shulde  hardy  be  ne  bold 

(Wore  ho  yong,  or  were  he  old) 

Ageyn  hir  wille  awey  to  bore 

Botouns  ne  roses,  that  ther  were. 

I  had  wcl  sped,  had  I  not  been  3065 

Awayted  with  these  three,  and  seen. 

For  Bialacoil,  that  was  so  fair, 

So  gracious  and  debonair, 

Quitte  him  to  mo  ful  curteisly, 

And,  mo  to  plcse,  bad  that  I  3070 

Shuld  drawe  me  to  the  botoun  nore  ; 

Prose  in,  to  touohe  the  rosere 

Which  bar  the  rosos,  ho  yaf  me  leve  ; 

This  graunt  ne  might  but  litel  gn^ve. 

And  for  lie  saw  it  lyked  me,  3075 

Right  nygh  tlie  botoun  pulledo  he 

A  leef  al  grene,  and  yaf  me  that. 

The  which  ful  nygh  tho  botoun  sat ; 

I  made  [mol  of  that  leef  ful  queynt. 

And  whan  I  felte  I  was  aquoynt  3080 

With  Bialacoil,  and  so  privo, 

I  wcnde  al  at  my  wille  had  be. 

Then  wex  I  hardy  for  to  tel 

To  Diolacoil  how  me  bifel 

Of  Love,  tliat  took  and  wounded  me,  3085 

And  seido  :  *  Sir,  so  mote  I  thee, 

I  may  no  joye  have  in  no  wyse, 

fpon  no  syde,  but  it  ryse  ; 

For  sitho  (if  I  shal  not  feyne) 

In  herto  I  have  had  so  gret  pejrne,      3090 

So  gret  annoy,  and  such  ai&ay. 

That  I  ne  wot  what  I  shal  say  ; 

I  drede  your  wrath  to  disserve. 


Lever  me  were,  that  knyves  kerve 

My  body  shulde  in  pecis  smalle,  3095 

Than  in  any  wyse  it  shulde  fcdle 

That  ye  wratthed  shulde  been  with  me.* 

'  Sey  boldely  thy  wille,*  quod  he, 

'  I  nil  be  wroth,  if  that  I  may,  3099 

For  nought  that  thou  shalt  to  mo  say.* 

Thanne  seide  I,  '  Sir,  not  you  displese 
To  knowen  of  my  greet  unese, 
In  which  only  love  hath  me  brought ; 
For  peynes  greet,  disese  and  thought, 
Fro  day  to  day  he  dotli  me  dryo  ;         3105 
Supposeth  not,  sir,  that  I  lye. 
In  me  fyve  woundes  dido  ho  make, 
The  sore  of  whiche  shal  never  slake 
But  ye  the  botoun  graunte  mo. 
Which  is  most  passaunt  of  beautee,    3110 
My  lyf,  my  deth,  and  my  martyre, 
And  tresour  that  I  most  dosyre.* 

Than  Bialacoil,  affrayed  all, 
Seyde,  '  Sir,  it  may  not  fall ; 
That  ye  desire,  it  may  not  fryse.         31 15 
What  ?  wolde  ye  shende  me  in  this  wyse  ? 
A  mochel  foolo  than  I  were. 
If  I  suffrid  you  awey  to  here 
The  fresh  botoun,  so  fair  of  sight. 
For  it  were  neither  skile  ne  right       3120 
Of  the  rosor  ye  broke  the  rind. 
Or  take  the  rose  afom  his  kind ; 
Ye  ar  not  courteys  to  oske  it. 
Lat  it  stil  on  the  roser  sit, 
And  fgrowe  til  it  anvcnded  bo,  3125 

And  pariitly  come  to  beaute. 
I  nolde  not  that  it  puUod  wer 
Fro  tho  roser  that  it  ber. 
To  me  it  is  so  leef  and  dere.* 

With  that  sterte  out  anoon  Danngere, 
Out  of  the  place  whore  he  was  hid.     3131 
His  malice  in  his  chore  was  kid  ; 
Ful  greet  he  was,  and  blak  of  hewe, 
Sturdy  and  hidous,  who-so  him  knewe  ; 
Like  sharp  urchouns  his  hore  was  growe, 
His  eyes  frcde  as  the  lire-glow  ;  3136 

His  nose  frounced  ful  k  irked  stood, 
He  com  criand  as  he  were  wood. 
And  seide,  *  Bialacoil,  tel  me  why 
Thou  bringest  hider  so  boldly  3140 

Him  that  so  nygh  [is]  the  roser  ? 
Thou  worchist  in  a  wrong  manor ; 
He  thenkith  to  dishonour  thee, 
Thou  art  weX  worthy  to  have  mangree 
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To  late  him  of  the  roser  wit ;  3145 

Who  fterveth  a  feloun  is  yvel  quit. 

Thon  woldist  have  doon  greet  bountee, 

And  ho  with  shame  wolde  quyte  thee. 

Flee  hennes,  felowe  !  I  rode  thee  go ! 

It  wanteth  litel  fl  wol  thee  slo  ;  3150 

For  Bialacoil  ne  knew  thee  nought, 

Whan  thee  to  serve  he  sette  his  thought ; 

For  thou  wolt  shame  him,  if  thou  might, 

Bothe  ageyn  resoun  and  right. 

I  wol  no  more  in  thee  afiye,  3155 

That  comest  so  slyghly  for  tespye  ; 

For  it  preveth  wonder  wel, 

Thy  slight  and  tresoun  every  del.' 

I  durst  no  more  ther  make  abode, 
For  the  cherl,  he  was  so  wode  ;  31&) 

So  gan  he  threten  and  manace, 
And  thurgh  the  haye  he  did  me  chaco. 
For  feer  of  him  I  tremblid  and  quook, 
So  cherlishly  his  heed  he  shook  ; 
And  seide,  if  eft  he  might  me  take,     3165 
I  shulde  not  from  his  hondis  scape. 

Than  Bialacoil  is  fled  and  mate. 
And  I  al  solo,  disconsolate. 
Was  left  aloon  in  peyne  and  thought ; 
For  shame,  to  deth  I  was  nygh  brought. 
Than  thought  I  on  mjTi  high  foly,       3 171 
How  that  my  body,*  utterly. 
Was  yeve  to  peyne  and  to  martyre  ; 
And  therto  hadde  I  so  gret  yre, 
That  I  ne  durst  the  huyes  passe  ;         3175 
There  was  non  hope,  there  was  no  grace. 
I  tpowo  never  man  wiste  of  peyne. 
But  he  were  laced  in  Loves  chejme  ; 
Ne  no  man  [wot],  and  sooth  it  is, 
But-if  he  love,  what  anger  is.  3180 

Lore  holdith  his  hcest  to  me  right  wele. 
Whan  peyne  he  seide  I  shulde  fele. 
Non  herte  may  thenke,  ne  tunge  seyne, 
A  quarter  of  my  wo  and  peyne. 
I  might  not  with  the  anger  laste  ;       3185 
Mjm  herte  in  poynt  was  for  to  braste. 
Whan  I  thought  on  the  rose,  that  so 
Was  through  Daunger  cast  me  fro. 

A  long  whyl  stood  I  in  that  state, 
Til  that  me  saugh  so  mad  and  mate   3190 
The  lady  of  the  highe  ward. 
Which  from  hlr  tour  lokid  thiderward. 
Bcsoun  men  clepe  that  lady. 
Which  from  hir  tour  deliverly 
Come  doun  to  me  withouten  more.      3195 


But  she  was  neither  yong,  no  here, 

Ne  high  ne  low,  ne  fat  ne  lene. 

But  best,  as  it  were  in  a  menc. 

Hir  eyen  two  were  cleer  and  light 

As  any  candel  that  brenneth  bright ;  3200 

And  on  hir  heed  she  haddo  a  crown. 

Hir  semede  wel  an  high  pcrsoiin  ; 

For  rounde  enviroun,  hir  crownet 

Was  ful  of  riche  stonis  fret. 

Hir  goodly  somblannt,  by  de\'ys,  3205 

I  trowe  were  maad  in  paradys  ; 

f  Nature  had  never  such  a  grace, 

To  forgo  a  work  of  such  compnce. 

For  certeyn,  fbut  the  letter  lye, 

God  him-silf,  that  is  so  high,  3210 

Made  hir  aftir  his  image. 

And  yaf  hir  sith  sich  avauntage, 

That  she  hath  might  and  seignor^'e 

To  kex)e  men  from  al  folyo  ; 

Who-so  wole  trowe  hir  lore,  3215 

Ne  may  offenden  nevermore. 

And  whyl  I  stood  thus  derk  and  pale, 
Bcsoun  bigan  to  me  hir  tale  ; 
She  seide  :  '  Al  hayl,  my  swete  frend  ! 
Foly  and  childhood  wol  thee  shend,    3-iatj 
Which  thee  have  put  in  greet  affray  ; 
Thou  hast  bought  dere  the  tyme  of  May, 
That  made  thyn  herte  mery  to  be. 
In  yvel  tyme  thou  wentist  to  see 
The  gardin,  wherof  Ydilnesse  3225 

Bar  the  keye,  and  was  maistrcsso 
Whan  thou  yedest  in  the  daunce 
With  hir,  and  haddefst]  aqueyntaunce  : 
Hir  aquejmtaunoe  is  perilous. 
First  softe,  and  aflir[ward]  noyous  ;     3230 
She  hath  [thee]  trasshed,  withoute  ween  ; 
The  God  of  Love  had  thee  not  seen, 
Ne  hadde  Ydilnesse  thee  conveyed 
In  the  verger  where  Mirthe  him  pleyed. 
If  Foly  have  supprised  thee,  3235 

Do  so  that  it  recovered  be  ; 
And  be  wel  war  to  take  no  more 
Counsel,  that  greveth  aftir  sore  ; 
He  is  wys  that  wol  himsilf  chastyse. 
And  though  a  young  man  in  any  vryse 
Trespace  among,  and  do  foly,  3241 

Lat  him  not  tarye,  but  hastily 
Lat  him  amende  what  so  bo  mis. 
And  eek  I  counsoile  thee,  y-wis. 
The  God  of  Love  hooUy  foryet,  3245 

That  hath  thee  in  sich  peyne  set. 
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And  thee  in  herte  tormented  so. 

I  can  nat  seen  how  thou  mayst  go 

Other  weyes  to  garisonn  ; 

For  Daunger,  that  is  so  felonn,  3250 

Folly  pnrposith  thee  to  werrey, 

Which  is  ful  cruel,  the  soth  to  sey. 

*  And  yit  of  Dannger  cometh  no  bhuno, 
In  reward  of  my  doughter  Shame, 
\Vhich  hath  the  roses  in  hir  warde,     3255 
As  she  that  may  be  no  mnsarde. 

And  Wikked-Timge  is  with  these  two, 

That  suffrith  no  man  thidcr  go  ; 

For  er  a  thing  be  do,  he  shal. 

Where  that  he  cometh,  over-al,  3260 

In  fourty  places,  if  it  be  sought, 

Seye    thing    that    never    was    doon    ne 

wrought ; 
So  moche  tresonn  is  in  his  male, 
Of  falsncsse  for  to  ffeyne  a  tale. 
Thou  dolest  with  ang^  folk,  y-wis  ;    3365 
Wherfor  to  thee  [it]  bettir  is 
From  these  folk  awey  to  fare. 
For  they  wol  make  thee  live  in  care. 
This  is  the  yvel  that  Love  they  calle, 
Wherin  ther  is  but  foly  alle,  3270 

For  love  is  foly  everydel ; 
Who  lovcth,  in  no  wyso  may  do  wel, 
Ne  sette  his  thought  on  no  good  werk. 
His  scole  he  lesith,  if  he  f  be  clerk  ; 
Of  other  craft  eek  if  he  be,  3275 

Ho  shal  not  thryve  therin  ;  for  he 
In  love  shal  have  more  passioun 
Than  monke,  hermyte,  or  chanonn. 
The  peyno  is  hard,  out  of  mesure. 
The  joyo  may  eck  no  whyl  endure  ;     3280 
And  in  the  possessioun 
Is  muche  tribulacioun  ; 
The  joye  it  is  so  short-lasting. 
And  but  in  happe  is  the  geting  ; 
For  I  see  ther  many  in  travaille,         3285 
That  atte  lasto  foule  fayle. 
I  was  no-thing  thy  counscler, 
Whan  thou  wore  maad  the  homager 
Of  God  of  Love  to  hastily  ; 
Ther  was  no  wisdom,  but  foly.  3290 

Thyn  horte  was  joly,  but  not  sage, 
Whan  thou  were  brought  in  sich  a  rage, 
To  yelde  thee  so  redily, 
And  to  Love,  of  his  gret  maistry. 

•  I  rede  thee  Love  awey  to  dry^e,     3295 
That  makith  theo  rocche  not  of  thy  lyve. 


The  foly  more  fro  day  to  day 
Shal  growe,  but  thou  it  pntte  away. 
Take  with  thy  teeth  the  bridel  faste. 
To  daunts  thyn  herte  ;  and  eek  thee  caste. 
If  that  thou  mayst,  to  gete  fdefonce  3301 
For  to  redresse  thy  first  offence. 
Who-so  his  herte  alwoy  wol  leve, 
Shal  finde  among  that  shal  him  greve.' 

Whan  I  hir  herd  thus  mo  chastyse,  3305 
I  answerd  in  ful  angry  wyse. 
I  prayed  hir  cessen  of  hir  speche, 
Outher  to  chastyse  me  or  teche, 
To  bidde  me  my  thought  refreyne. 
Which    Love    hath    caught    in   his  d^ 
moyne  : —  3310 

*  What  ?  wene  ye  Love  wol  consent, 
That  me  assailith  with  bowe  bent, 
To  draw  myn  horte  out  of  his  honde, 
Which  is  so  quikly  in  his  bonde  ? 
That  ye  counsayle,  may  never  be  ;       3315 
For  whan  he  first  arested  me. 
He  took  myn  herte  so  hool  him  til, 
Tliat  it  is  no-thing  at  my  wil ; 
He  ftaughte  it  so  him  for  to  obey, 
That  he  it  sparred  with  a  key.  3310 

I  pray  yow  lat  me  bo  al  stillo. 
For  ye  may  wel,  if  that  ye  willo. 
Your  wordis  waste  in  idilnesso  ; 
For  utterly',  withouten  gesso, 
Al  that  ye  seyn  is  but  in  veyno.  3325 

Me  were  lever  dye  in  the  peyne. 
Than  Love  to  me-ward  shulde  arette 
Falshocd,  or  tresoun  on  me  sette. 
I  wol  me  goto  prys  or  blajne, 
And  love  trewe,  to  save  my  name  ;      3330 
■{•Who  me  chastysith,  I  him  hate.* 

With  that  word  Resoun  wonte  hir  gate, 
Whan  she  saugh  for  no  sormoning 
She  might  me  fro  my  foly  bring. 
Than  dismayed,  I  left©  al  sool,  3335 

Forwery,  forwandred  as  a  fool. 
For  I  ne  knew  no  fchevisaunce. 
Than  fel  into  my  remembraunce, 
How  Love  bade  me  to  purveye 
A  felowe,  to  whom  I  mighte  seye        3340 
My  counsel  and  my  privete. 
For  that  shulde  muche  availe  me. 
With  th|it  bithought  I  me,  that  I 
Hadde  a  felowe  faste  by, 
Trewe  and  siker,  curteys,  and  hend,  3345 
And  he  was  called  by  name  a  Freend ; 
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A  trewer  felowe  was  nowher  noon. 

In  hasto  to  him  I  wcnte  anoon. 

And  to  him  al  my  wo  I  tolde, 

Fro  him  right  nonght  I  wold  withholds. 

I  tolde  him  al  withoute  were,  3351 

And  made  my  compleynt  on  Danngere, 

How  for  to  see  he  was  hidoos, 

And  to-me-ward  contrarious ; 

The  whiche  throngh  his  cmelte  3355 

Was  in  po5mt  to  have  nieygned  me  ; 

With  Bialacoil  whan  he  me  soy 

Within  the  gardyn  walke  and  pley, 

Pro  me  he  made  him  for  to  go, 

And  I  bilefle  aloon  in  wo  ;  3360 

I  darst  no  longer  with  him  speke, 

For  Dannger  seido  he  wolde  be  wreke, 

Whan  that  he  sawe  how  I  wente 

The  fresshe  hotonn  for  to  hente, 

If  I  were  hardy  to  come  neer  3365 

Bitwene  the  hay  and  the  roser. 

This  Freend,  whan  he  wiste  of  my 
thought, 
He  discomforted  me  right  nonght, 
But  scide,  *  Felowe,  be  not  so  mad, 
Ne  so  abaysshed  nor  bistad.  3370 

My-silf  I  knowe  fol  wel  Datmgere, 
And  how  he  is  feers  of  his  chere. 
At  prime  temps.  Love  to  manace  ; 
Fol  ofte  I  have  ben  in  his  caas. 
A  feloun  first  thongh  that  he  be,         3375 
Aftir  thoa  shalt  him  souple  see. 
Of  long  passed  I  knew  him  wele  ; 
Ungoodly  first  thongh  men  him  fele, 
He  wol  meek  aflir,  in  his  bering. 
Been,  for  service  and  obeysshing.       3380 
I  shal  thee  telle  what  thou  shalt  do  : — 
If  ekely  I  rede  thon  go  him  to, 
Of  herte  pray  him  specialy 
Of  thy  trespace  to  have  mercy. 
And  bote  him  wel, [him]  here  to  plese,  3385 
That  thon  shalt  nevermore  him  displese. 
Who  can  best  serve  of  flatery, 
Shal  plese  Daunger  most  nttirly.' 

My  Freend  hath  seid  to  me  so  wel, 
That  he  me  esid  hath  somdel,  3390 

And  eek  allegged  of  my  torment ; 
For  throngh  him  had  I  hardement 
Agayn  to  Dannger  for  to  go. 
To  prevo  if  I  might  meke  him  so. 

To  Dannger  cam  I,  al  ashamed,       3395 
The  which  afom  me  hadde  blamed, 


De^jrring  for  to  pese  my  wo  ; 

Bnt  over  hegge  durst  I  not  go. 

For  he  fforbad  me  the  passage. 

I  fond  him  cruel  in  his  rage,  3400 

And  in  his  bond  a  gret  bnrdoun. 

To  him  I  knelid  lowe  adoun, 

Pul  meke  of  port,  and  simple  of  chere, 

And  seide,  '  Sir,  I  am  comen  here 

Only  to  aske  of  you  mercy.  3405 

That  greveth  me,  [sir],  ful  gretly 

That  ever  my  lyf  I  wratthed  you, 

But  for  to  amende  I  am  come  now. 

With  al  my  might,  bothe  loude  and  stiUe, 

To  doon  right  at  your  owne  wille  ;      3410 

For  Love  made  me  for  to  do 

That  I  have  trespassed  hidirto  ; 

Fro  whom   I  ne  may  withdrawe   myn 

hcrte ; 
Yit  shal  I  never,  for  joy  ne  smerte. 
What  so  bifalle,  good  or  illo,  3415 

Offende  more  ageyn  your  wille. 
Lever  I  have  endure  disese 
Than  do  that  shuldo  you  displese. 

'  I  you  require  and  pray,  that  jro 
Of  me  have  mercy  and  pitee,  3420 

To  stinte  your  yre  that  greveth  so, 
That  I  wol  swere  for  evermo 
To  be  redressid  at  your  lyking. 
If  I  trespasse  in  any  thing  ; 
Save  that  I  pray  thee  graunte  me       3425 
A  thing  that  may  nat  warned  be. 
That  I  may  love,  al  only  ; 
Non  other  thing  of  you  aske  I. 
I  shal  doon  elles  wel,  y-wis, 
If  of  your  grace  ye  graunto  me  this.  3430 
And  ye  [ne]  may  not  letten  me, 
For  wel  wot  ye  that  love  is  free. 
And  I  shal  loven,  f  sith  that  I  wil, 
Who-ever  lyke  it  wel  or  il ; 
And  yit  ne  wold  I,  for  al  Fraunce,      3435 
Do  thing  to  do  you  displesaunce.' 

Than  Dannger  fil  in  his  cntont 
For  to  foryeve  his  maltalent ; 
But  al  his  wratthe  yit  at  laste 
He  hath  relesed,  I  preyde  so  faste  :     3440 
Shortly  he  scide,  *  Thy  request 
Is  not  to  mochol  dishonest ; 
Ne  I  wol  not  weme  it  thee. 
For  yit  no-thing  engreveth  me. 
For  though  thou  love  thus  evermore,  3445 
To  me  is  neither  softe  ne  sore. 
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Lnre  fwlier  the«  list ;  what  recchith  □ 
S..  [thou]  fer  fro  m,v  rogos  bo  ? 

In  onj-  tymo  to  jaata  tho  hny.'  j, 

Thna  hath  lio  |;rniTint»d  tay  pr^yere. 

Than  wpnto  I  forth,  withtratuti  vfere 
T'olfl  my  Freend,  and  toMo  him  al, 
Whinh  "M«  rEfiht  joyfnl  of  my  talR 
Hoaoide.  'Nowgrith  vol  thyn  affaire,    j 
ITn  ahal  to  theo  bo  dobonikiro^ 
Though  ho  afom  was  diiipitniu, 
Hn  ahnl  heflrnftir  bo  graci'>n& 
If  hfl  wero  touch  id  on  Bom  good  veynp. 
Ho  ahnl.1  yit  mwon  on  thy  pe.vnn.       3^ 
Saffro,  I  redo,  nnd  no  booat  mnhp, 
Til  thoa  atKood  mes  mayst  liim  takp. 
Hy  anffrauQce.  and  [by]  wordis  »oit?, 
A  man  may  nvereomofn]  ofle 
Him  that  nfom  ho  haddo  in  drede,     j^ 
In  bookiji  lothly  an  I  raile.' 

Thaa  hath  my  Freond  with  gret  00 
fort 
Avnnnood  me  with  hlj^h  disport, 
Which  wolde  mo  good  aa  micb  aa  I. 
And  thnnno  anoon  fhl  aodoynly  j^ 

I  look  my  love,  nnd  Btreieht  I  wont 
T'nto  the  haj-;  for  gtot  talent 
T  had  to  seen  tho  freah  bntonn, 
Whorin  lay  my  salvarionn  ; 
And  Dannger  took  kepe,  if  that  I        j, 
Kepo  him  oovonannt  trpwly, 
^  ooro  r  dmddo  his  managing, 
I  dnnt  not  broke[n]hi8  bidding; 
For,  lest  that  I  wore  of  him  shcnt, 
I  brak  not  his  eomaundement,  y 

For  to  piirohiUHi  his  Rood  wil. 
It  WHS  (hard)  for  (o  lomo  ther-til, 
His  mercy  was  to  fcr  bihindo ; 
I  Bo]>t«,  for  I  no  might  it  Undo. 
I  oomplcyned  nnd  nighnl  soro,  .1. 

And  lansnisBbod  cTCrmoro, 
F.>rldurstnoto(-orgo 
l^nto  tlio  rose  I  IovikI  bo. 
Thar^hoot  my  doming  outorly, 
+Than  hod  he  knowlego  crrfeiuly,      3^ 
+That  Love  mo  laddo  in  sich  a  wyse, 
■  That  in  mo  ther  wos  no  fr)Titr»| 


9ro  come  of  graee,  ti 
annchyse,  and  with 
Fnlflld  the  botonn  of  bonntoo 


forther 


1  to  Dun 


L-right 


ir  might, 

d  helpo  in  wordo  and  in  dode,         jjos 
r  wel  they  sangh  that  it  was  nod^. 
■at.  of  hir  erace,  dame  Fronnehyw) 
th  tnken  [word)  of  this  empryso ! 
9  aoide,  '  Danngor,  (rret  wrong  yo  do 
worche  this  man  ao  mneho  wo,       3J10 
pynen  him  bo  angprly; 
is  to  yon  grot  viUnj-. 

it  he  hath  trespassed  ageyn  yon, 

re  that  he  loreth  ;  wherforo  ye  shnlde 


'oldo  him 


Ind  Inve  in  no  ■ 
That  the  have  pi 
For  thoQgh  that 
Fro  Love  his  hen 
Now,  BwBtu  si  r,  t 


lakith  hi 


idothia; 


10  dide  ai 


Alias,  what 
To  doon  to  ] 
What  won] 


make, 


ntnko, 


isy> 


■r  wiUe.      SSIS 


Sitb  ho  so  lowly  overy  v 
redy,  AS  ye  Inst  de^-ys 
If  Love  hntb  cooght  hir 
b'obcyo  in  every 
And  been  j'onr  snget  nt 
Shnldo  yo  tberfore  willcn  hmi  illo7 

inldo  him  spare  more,  al-imt, 
Than  him  that  is  botho  prond  and  stont 
■tesyo  wol  that  yo  soronr 
n  that  ben  meke  nndiryonrenro.  \<40 
His  herto  is  hard,  that  w<da  not  meke, 
Whan  men  of  mekenesse  him  bUeko.' 
'  That  is 


'Wei 


loltott 


VeuqniBShoth,  and  also  mplaocolye ; 
To  stoude  forth  in  sncb  duroaae, 
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ThU  craeltee  and  wikkednesse. 

"Wlierforo  I  pray  you,  sir  Danngere, 

For  to  mayntene  no  lenger  here  3550 

Sach  cruel  werre  agayn  your  man. 

As  hoolly  youres  as  over  he  can ; 

Xor  that  ye  worchen  no  more  wo 

f On  this  caytif  that  languisshith  so, 

Which  wol  no  more  to  you  trespasse,  3555 

But  put  him  hoolly  in  your  grace. 

His  offense  ne  was  but  lyte  ; 

The  God  of  Love  it  was  to  wyto, 

That  he  your  thral  so  gretly  is, 

And  if  yo  harm  him,  yo  doon  amis  ;  3560 

For  he  hath  had  ful  hard  pcnaunce, 

Sith  that  ye  relle  him  th'aqueyntaunce 

Of  Bialacoil,  his  moste  joye. 

Which  alle  his  pcynes  might  acoye. 

He  was  bifom  anoyed  sore,  3565 

But  than  yo  doubled  him  wel  more  ; 

For  he  of  blis  hath  hen  ful  bare, 

Sith  Bialacoil  was  fro  him  fare. 

Love  hath  to  him  do  gp'cot  distresse, 

He  hath  no  nedo  of  more  duresse.       3570 

Voideth  from  him  your  ire,  I  redo ; 

Ye  may  not  winncn  in  this  dede. 

Maketh  Bialacoil  repeiro  ageyn, 

And  haveth  pite  upon  his  peyn  ; 

For  Fraunchise  wol,  and  I,  Pite,         3575 

That  merciful  to  him  ye  be  ; 

And  sith  that  she  and  I  accorde, 

Have  upon  him  misericorde ; 

For  I  you  pray,  and  eek  moneste, 

Nought  to  refasen  our  requeste  ;         3580 

For  he  is  hard  and  fel  of  thought, 

That  for  us  two  wol  do  right  nought.' 

Daungcr  no  might  no  more  endure, 
He  meke<l  him  unto  mesure. 

*  I  wol  in  no  wyse,'  seitli  Danngere,  3585 
*Denye  that  ye  have  asked  here ; 
It  were  to  greet  uncurtesye. 
I  wol  ye  have  the  companye 
Of  Bialacoil,  as  ye  devjrse  ; 
I  wol  him  lette[n]  in  no  wyse.'  3590 

To  Bialacoil  than  wente  in  hy 
Fraunchysc,  and  seide  ful  curteisly  : — 
*  Ye  have  to  longe  be  deignous 
Unto  this  lover,  and  daungerous, 
Pro  him  to  withdrawe  your  presence,  3505 
Which  hath  do  to  him  grete  offence, 
That  ye  not  wolde  upon  him  see  ; 
Wherfore  a  sorowful  man  is  he. 


Shape  ye  to  paye  him,  and  to  plese, 
Of  my  love  if  ye  wol  have  ese.  3()Oo 

Fulfil  his  wil,  sith  that  yo  knowe 
Daunger  is  daunted  and  brought  lowe 
Thurgh  help  of  me  and  of  Pite  ; 
You  fthar  no  more  afered  bo.' 

'  I  shal  do  right  as  j'o  wil,'  3(k:5 

Saith  Bialacoil,  ^  for  it  is  skil, 
Sith  Daunger  wol  that  it  so  be.' 
Than  Fraunchise  hath  him  sent  to  ma 

Bialacoil  at  the  biginning 
Salued  me  in  his  coming.  3610 

No  straungenes  was  in  him  seen, 
Xo  more  than  he  ne  had  wrathud  been. 
As  fairo  seniblaunt  than  shewed  he  me, 
And  goodly,  as  afom  did  he  ; 
And  by  the  honde,  withouten  doute,  3615 
Within  the  haye,  right  al  aboute 
Ho  laddo  me,  with  right  good  chere, 
Al  environ  the  vorgere. 
That  Daunger  had  mo  chased  fro. 
Now  have  I  leve  over-al  to  go  ;  36-w) 

Now  am  I  raised,  at  my  devys, 
Fro  hello  unto  paradys. 
Thus  Bialacoil,  of  gcntilnesse. 
With  alio  his  peyne  and  besinesse, 
Hath  shewed  mo,  only  of  grace,  36'.$ 

The  estres  of  the  swote  place. 

I  saw  the  rose,  whan  I  was  nigh. 
Was  gretter  woxen,  and  more  hip^h, 
Fresh,  ro<ly,  and  fair  of  howe. 
Of  colour  ever  ylicho  newe.  3(:  50 

And  whan  I  had  it  longe  seen, 
I  saugh  that  through  the  leves  grene 
The  rose  sproddo  to  spanishing  ; 
To  Bene  it  was  a  goodly  thing. 
But  it  ne  was  so  spred  on  brede,  36.^5 

That  men  within  might  knowe  the  sedo  ; 
For  it  covert  was  and  [en]close 
Bothe  with  tho  leves  and  with  tho  rose. 
The  stalk  was  even  and  grene  upright, 
It  was  theron  a  goodly  sight ;  3640 

And  wel  the  better,  withouten  weno, 
For  the  seed  was  not  [y]-seno. 
Ful  faire  it  spradde,  fgod  it  blesse  ! 
For  sucho  another,  as  I  gesso, 
Afom  ne  was,  no  more  vormayle.        3645 
I  was  abawed  for  mervcyle. 
For  ever,  tho  fairer  that  it  was, 
Tho  more  I  am  bounden  in  Loves  laos, 

Longe  I  abood  there,  soth  to  saye, 
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Til  Bialaooil  I  gan  to  praye,  3650 

Whan  that  I  saw  him  in  no  wyse 

To  me  wamen  his  servyse, 

That  he  me  wolde  ^raunte  a  thing, 

Which  to  remembre  is  wel  sitting ; 

This  is  to  sajne,  that  of  his  grace       3655 

He  wolde  me  yeve  leyser  and  sx>ace 

To  me  that  was  so  desirous 

To  have  a  kissing  precious 

Of  the  goodly  freshe  rose, 

That  f  swetely  smelleth  in  my  nose ;  3660 

*  For  if  it  you  displesed  nought, 

I  wolde  gladly,  as  I  have  sought, 

Have  a  cos  thorof  freely 

Of  your  yeffc ;  for  certainly 

I  wol  non  have  but  by  your  leve,         3665 

So  loth  me  were  you  for  to  greve.* 

He  sayde,  ^  Frond,  so  god  mo  spodo, 
Of  Chastito  I  have  suche  dredo. 
Thou  shuldest  not  warned  be  for  me, 
But  I  dar  not,  for  Chastite.  3670 

Agayn  hir  dar  I  not  misdo. 
For  alwey  biddeth  she  me  so 
To  yeve  no  lover  love  to  kisse ; 
For  who  therto  may  winnen,  y-wis, 
He  of  the  surplus  of  the  pray  3675 

May  live  in  hope  to  get  som  day. 
For  who  so  kissing  may  attayne. 
Of  loves  peyne  hath,  soth  to  sayne, 
The  beste  and  most  avenaunt. 
And  emest  of  the  remenaunt.'  3680 

Of  his  answere  I  syghed  sore  ; 
I  durst  assaye  him  the  no  more, 
I  had  such  drede  to  greve  him  ay. 
A  man  shulde  not  to  muche  assaye 
To  chafe  his  frend  out  of  mesure,       3685 
Nor  put  his  lyf  in  avonture  ; 
For  no  man  at  the  firste  stroke 
Ne  may  nat  felle  doun  an  oke  ; 
Nor  of  the  reisins  have  the  wyne, 
Til  grapes  frype  ^iid  wel  afyne  3690 

Be  sore  empressid,  I  you  ensure, 
And  drawen  out  of  the  pressure. 
But  I,  forpeyned  wonder  stronge, 
fThought  that  I  abood  right  longe 
Afbir  the  kis,  in  peyne  and  wo,  3695 

Sith  I  to  kis  desyred  so  : 
Til  that,  +rewing  on  my  distresse, 
Ther  fto  me  Venus  the  goddesse. 
Which  ay  werreyeth  Chastite, 
Came  of  hir  grace,  to  socoure  me,       3700 


Wlios  might  is  knowe  fer  and  wyde, 

For  she  is  modir  of  Cupyde, 

The  Qod  of  Love,  blinde  as  stoon. 

That  holpith  lovers  many  oon. 

This  lady  brought  in  hir  right  hond  3705 

Of  brenning  fyr  a  biasing  brond  ; 

Wherof  the  flawme  and  bote  fyr 

Hath  many  a  lady  in  desyr 

Of  love  brought,  and  sore  hot. 

And  in  hir  serviso  hir  fhertos  sot.      3710 

This  lady  was  of  good  ontayle. 

Bight  wondirful  of  apparayle ; 

By  hir  atyre  so  bright  and  shene. 

Men  might  perceyvo  wel,  and  seen, 

She  was  not  of  religioun.  3715 

Nor  I  nil  make  mencioun 

Nor  of  [hir]  robe,  nor  of  tresour. 

Of  broche,  "j-nor  of  hir  riche  attour ; 

Ne  of  hir  girdil  aboute  hir  syde. 

For  that  I  nil  not  long  abyde.  3730 

But  knowith  wel,  that  oerteynly 

She  was  arayed  richely. 

Devoyd  of  pryde  certcyn  she  was  ; 

To  Bialacoil  she  wento  a  pas. 

And  to  him  shortly,  in  a  clause,  3725 

She  seide  :  *  Sir,  what  is  the  cause 

Ye  been  of  port  so  daungerous 

Unto  this  lover,  and  deynous. 

To  graunte  him  no-thing  but  a  kis  ? 

To  weme  it  him  ye  doon  amis ;  3730 

Sith  wel  ye  wote,  how  that  he 

Is  Loves  servaunt,  as  ye  may  see. 

And  hath  beaute,  wher-through  [he]  is 

Worthy  of  love  to  have  the  blis. 

How  he  is  semely,  biholde  and  see,     3735 

How  he  is  fair,  how  he  is  free. 

How  he  is  swote  and  debonair, 

Of  age  yong,  lusty,  and  fair. 

Ther  is  no  lady  so  hauteyno, 

Duchesse,  countosse,  ne  chasteleyne,  3740 

That  I  nolde  holde  hir  ungoodly 

For  to  refuse  him  outerly. 

His  breeth  is  also  good  and  swete, 

And  eke  his  lippis  rody,  and  mete 

Only  to  fpleyen,  and  to  kisse.  3743 

Graunte  him  a  kis,  of  gentilnesso  ! 

His  teeth  am  also  whyte  and  dene ; 

Me  thinkith  wrong,  withouten  wene, 

If  ye  now  weme  him,  trustith  me. 

To  graunte  that  a  kis  liavo  ho ;  3790 

The  lasse  fto  helpe  him  that  yo  haste, 


Fkaomkbt  B. 


Zit  (Si^mauni  of  (0e  Q^oee. 


39 


The  more  t  jme  shul  ye  waste.* 

Whan  the  flawxne  of  the  verry  brond, 
That  Venns  brought  in  hir  right  bond, 
Had  Bialacoil  with  hete  smete,  3755 

Anoon  he  fbad,  withonten  letto, 
Grannte  to  me  the  rose  kisse. 
Than  of  my  peyne  I  gan  to  lisse, 
And  to  the  rose  anoon  wente  I, 
And  kissid  it  fhl  feithfdlly.  3760 

Thar  no  man  aske  if  I  was  bly  the. 
Whan  the  savoor  soft  and  Ijrthe 
Strook  to  myn  herte  withoute  morOi 
And  me  alegged  of  my  sore, 
So  was  I  fdl  of  joye  and  blisse.  3765 

It  is  fair  sich  a  flour  to  kisse, 
It  was  so  swote  and  saverous. 
I  might  not  be  so  anguisshous, 
That  I  mote  glad  and  joly  be, 
Whan  that  I  remembre  me.  3770 

Yit  ever  among,  sothly  to  seyn, 
I  snffre  noye  and  moche  peyn. 

The  see  may  never  be  so  stil, 
That  with  a  litel  windo  it  fnil 
Overwhelme  and  tume  also,  3775 

As  it  were  wood,  in  wawis  go. 
Aftir  the  calm  the  trouble  sone 
Mot  folowe,  and  chaunge  as  the  mone. 
Right  so  fareth  Love,  that  selde  in  oon 
Holdith  his  anker  ;  for  right  anoon   3780 
Whan  they  in  ese  wene  best  to  live, 
They  been  with  tempest  al  fordrive. 
Who  serveth  Love,  can  telle  of  wo ; 
The  stoundemelo  joye  mot  overgo. 
Now  he  hurteth,  and  now  he  cureth,  3785 
For  selde  in  00  poynt  Love  endureth. 

Now  is  it  right  me  to  procede, 
How  Shame  gan  medle  and  take  hede, 
Thnrgh  whom  felle  angres  I  have  had  ; 
And  how  the  stronge  wal  was  maad,    3790 
And  the  castell  of  brede  and  lengthe. 
That  God  of  Love  wan  with  his  strengthe. 
Al  this  in  romance  wil  I  sette. 
And  for  no-thing  ne  wil  I  lette, 
80  that  it  lyking  to  hir  be,  3795 

That  is  the  flour  of  beaute  ; 
For  she  may  best  my  labour  quyte, 
That  I  for  hir  love  shal  endyte. 

Wikkid-Tunge,  that  the  covyne 
Of  every  lover  can  devyne  3800 

Worst,  and  addlth  more  somdel, 
(For  Wikkid-Tunge  seith  never  wel), 


To  me-ward  bar  he  right  grct  hate, 
Espying  me  erly  and  late, 
Til  he  hath  seen  the  gret[e]  chere       3805 
Of  Bialacoil  and  me  y-fere. 
He  mighte  not  his  tunge  withstondo 
Worse  to  reporte  than  he  fondo, 
He  was  so  ful  of  cursed  rnge  ; 
It  sat  him  wel  of  his  linage,       *  3810 

For  him  an  Irish  womman  bar. 
His  tunge  was  fyled  sharp,  and  squar, 
Poignaunt  and  right  kerving, 
And  wonder  bitter  in  speking. 
For  whan  that  he  me  gan  espyo,  3815 

He  swoor,  afferming  sikirly, 
Bitwene  Bialacoil  and  me 
Was  yvel  aquajoitaunoe  and  privee. 
He  spak  therof  so  folily. 
That  he  awakid  Jclousy ;  38JO 

Which,  al  afrayed  in  his  rysing. 
Whan  that  he  herde  [him]  jangling, 
He  ran  anoon,  as  ho  were  wood. 
To  Bialacoil  ther  that  he  stood  ; 
Which  hadde  lever  in  this  caas  3835 

Have  been  at  Beynes  or  Amyas  ; 
For  foot-hoot,  in  his  felonye 
To  him  thus  seide  Jelousyo  : — 
^  Why  hast  thou  been  so  necligent. 
To  kepen,  whan  I  was  absent,  3830 

This  verger  here  left  in  thy  ward  ? 
To  me  thou  haddist  no  reward. 
To  truste  (to  thy  confusioun) 
Him  thus,  to  whom  suspeocionn 
I  have  right  greet,  for  it  is  node  ;        3835 
It  is  wel  shewed  by  the  dcde. 
Greet  faute  in  thee  now  have  I  founde  ; 
By  god,  anoon  thou  shalt  be  boimde, 
And  faste  loken  in  a  tour, 
Withoute  refujrt  or  socour.  3840 

For  Shame  to  long  hath  bo  thee  fro  ; 
Over  sone  she  was  ago. 
Whan  thou  hast  lost  bothodrede  and  fere. 
It  semed  wel  she  was  not  here. 
She  was  [not]  bisy,  in  no  \%'y8e,  3845 

To  kepe  thee  and  [to]  chastyse, 
And  for  to  helpen  Chastitee 
To  kepe  the  roser,  as  thinkith  me. 
For  than  this  boy-knave  so  boldely 
Ne  sholde  not  have  be  hardy,  38511 

[Ne]  in  this  fverger  had  such  g^ome. 
Which  now  me  tumeth  to  gret  shame.' 
Bialacoil  nist  what  to  sey ; 
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Fal  fayn  he  wolde  have  fled  awey, 

For  fere  ban  hid,  nere  than  he  3855 

Al  Bodeynly  took  him  with  xne. 

And  whan  I  sangh  he  hadde  so, 

This  Jclonsye,  take  us  two, 

I  was  astonod,  and  knew  no  redo, 

But  floddo  awey  for  verrey  dredo.        3860 

Than  Shame  cam  forth  ful  simply  ; 
She  wondo  have  trespaced  ful  gretly  ; 
Humble  of  hir  port,  and  made  it  simple, 
Wering  a  vaylo  in  stcdo  of  wimple, 
As  nonnis  doon  in  hir  abbey.  3865 

Bicause  hir  herte  was  in  affray, 
She  gan  to  spcke,  within  a  throwe. 
To  Jelousye,  right  wonder  lowe. 
First  of  his  g^ce  she  bisought. 
And  seide  : — '  Sire,  ne  lovoth  nought  3870 
Wikkid-Tunge,  that  fals  espye, 
"Which  is  so  glad  to  fejTie  and  lye. 
He  hath  you  maad,  thurgh  flateriug. 
On  Bialacoil  a  fals  lesing. 
His  falsnesse  is  not  now  anew,  3875 

It  is  to  long  that  he  him  knew. 
This  is  not  the  firsto  day  ; 
For  Wikkid-Tungo  hath  custom  ay 
Yongd  folkis  to  bewreye, 
And  false  losingcs  on  hem  f  leyo.         3880 

'  Yit  nevertheles  I  see  among, 
That  the  loigne  it  is  so  longe 
Of  Bialacoil,  hertis  to  lure, 
In  Loves  sorvise  for  to  endure, 
Drawing  suche  folk  him  to,  3885 

That  he  had  no-thing  with  to  do  ; 
But  in  sothnesse  I  trowe  nought. 
That  Bialacoil  hadde  ever  in  thought 
To  do  trespace  or  vilanye  ; 
But,  for  his  modir  Curtesye  3890 

Hath  taught  him  over  [for]  to  be 
Good  of  aqueyntaunce  and  privee  ; 
For  he  loveth  non  hcvinesse, 
But  mirthe  and  pley,  and  al  gladnosse ; 
He  hateth  alle  ftrecherous,  3895 

Soleyn  folk  and  envious  ; 
For  [wel]  ye  witen  how  that  he 
Wol  ever  glad  and  joyful  be 
Honestly  with  folk  to  pley. 
I  have  be  negligent,  in  good  fey,  3900 

To  chastise  him  ;  therfore  now  I 
Of  herte  fcrye  you  hero  mercy, 
That  I  have  been  so  recheles 
To  tamcn  him,  withouton  lees. 


Of  my  foly  I  me  repente  ;  3905 

Now  wol  I  hool  sette  myn  entente 
To  kepe,  bothe  floudo  and  stillo, 
Bialacoil  to  do  your  willc.' 

'  Shame,  Shame,'  seyde  Jclousy, 
'  To  be  bitrasshod  gret  drcde  have  I.  3910 
Lecherye  hath  clombe  so  hye. 
That  almost  blered  is  myn  ye  ; 
No  wonder  is,  if  that  drodo  have  L 
Over-al  regnith  Lechery, 
Whos  might  [yit]  growith  night  and  day. 
Bothe  in  cloistre  and  in  abbey  3916 

Chastite  is  werreyod  over-al. 
Therfore  I  wol  with  siker  wal 
Close  bothe  roses  and  roscr. 
I  have  to  longe  in  this  maner  3920 

Left  hem  unclosid  wilfully  ; 
Wherfore  I  am  right  inwardly 
Sorowful  and  repente  me. 
But  now  they  shal  no  lenger  bo 
Unclosid  ;  and  yit  I  drede  sore,  3925 

I  shal  repente  ferthermore, 
For  the  game  goth  al  amis. 
Counsel  I  -f-mot  [take]  newe,  y-wis. 
I  have  to  longe  tristed  thee, 
But  now  it  shal  no  lenger  be  ;  3930 

For  he  may  best,  in  every  cost, 
Disceyve,  that  men  tristcn  most. 
I  see  wel  that  I  am  nygh  shent, 
But-if  I  sette  my  fal  cntent 
Remedye  to  purveye.  3935 

Therfore  close  I  shal  the  weye 
Fro  hem  that  wol  the  rose  espye. 
And  come  to  wayte  me  vilanye. 
For,  in  good  feith  and  in  trouthe, 
I  wol  not  lette,  for  no  slouthe,  3940 

To  live  the  more  in  sikimessc, 
fTo  make  anoon  a  fortercsse, 
•j-To  enclose  the  roses  of  good  savour. 
In  middis  shal  I  make  a  tour 
To  putte  Bialacoil  in  prisoun,  3945 

For  ever  I  drede  me  of  tresoun. 
I  trowe  I  shal  him  kcpe  so. 
That  he  shal  have  no  might  to  go 
Aboute  to  make  companye 
To  hem  that  thenke  of  vilanye  ;  3950 

No  to  no  such  as  hath  ben  Iiero 
Afom,  and  founde  in  him  good  chere, 
Which  han  assailed  him  to  shcnde. 
And  with  hir  trowandyse  to  blonde. 
A  fool  is  eyth  [for]  to  bigyle  ;  3955 
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Bnt  m^y  I  lyve  a  litel  while, 

He  Bhal  forthenko  his  fair  semblannt.' 

And  with  that  word  cam  Drede  ayannt, 
Which  was  ahasshed,  and  in  gret  fere, 
Whan  he  wiste  Jelonsye  was  there.    3960 
He  was  for  drede  in  such  affray, 
That  not  a  word  dorste  he  say, 
Bat  quaking  stood  ful  stille  aloon, 
Til  Jeloosye  his  wey  was  goon, 
Save  Shame,  that  him  not  forsook  ;    3965 
Bothe  Drede  and  she  fol  sore  qaook  ; 
[Til]  that  at  laste  Drede  abreyde. 
And  to  his  cosin  Shame  seyde  : 
*  Shame,'  he  seide,  *  in  sothfastnesse, 
To  mo  it  is  gret  hevinesse,  3970 

That  the  noyse  so  fer  is  go. 
And  the  sclanndre  of  ns  two. 
Bat  sith  that  it  is  [so]  hifalle, 
Wo  may  it  not  ageyn  [do]  calle. 
Whan  onis  sprongen  is  a  fame.  3975 

For  many  a  yeer  withoaten  blame 
We  han  been,  and  many  a  day  ; 
For  many  an  April  and  many  a  May 
We  han  [y]-passed,  not  [a]shamed, 
Til  Jeloosye  hath  us  blamed  3980 

Of  mistrast  and  sospecioan 
Causeles,  withoaten  enchesoon. 
Qo  wo  to  Daunger  hastily, 
And  late  us  shewe  him  openly. 
That  he  hath  not  aright  [y]-wrought,  3985 
Whan  that  he  sette  nought  his  thought 
To  kepe  better  the  purpryse  ; 
In  his  doing  he  is  not  wyse. 
He  hath  to  us  [y}-do  gret  wrong, 
That  hath  suffred  now  so  long  3990 

Bialacoil  to  have  his  wille, 
Alle  his  lustes  to  fulfille. 
He  must  amende  it  utterly. 
Or  ellis  shal  he  fvilaynsly 
Exyled  be  out  of  this  londe  ;  3995 

For  he  the  werre  may  not  withstonde 
Of  Jeloosye,  nor  the  greef, 
Sith  Bialacoil  is  at  mischeef.' 

To  Daunger,  Shame  and  Drede  anoon 
The  righte  wey  ben  [bothe  a]-goon.    4cxx> 
The  cherl  they  founden  hem  afom 
Ligging  undir  an  hawethom. 
Undir  his  heed  no  pilowe  was. 
Bat  in  the  stede  a  trusse  of  gras. 
He  slombred,  and  a  nappe  he  took,    4005 
Til  g*»a*inA  pitoosly  him  shook, 


And  greet  manace  on  him  gan  make. 
*  Why  slepist  thou  whan  thou  shuld  wake  P* 
Quod  Shame ;  '  thou  dost  us  vilanye  ! 
Who  tristith  thee,  he  doth  folye,        4010 
To  kepe  roses  or  botouns. 
Whan  they  ben  faire  in  hir  sesouns. 
Thou  art  woxe  to  familiere 
Where  thou  shulde  be  straunge  of  chere. 
Stout  of  thy  port,  redy  to  grove.  4015 

Thou  dost  gret  foly  for  to  love 
Bialacoil  here-in,  to  calle 
The  yonder  man  to  shenden  us  alle. 
Though  that  thou  slepe,  wo  may  here 
Of  Jelousie  grot  noyse  hero.  4020 

Art  thou  now  late  ?  ryse  up  fin  hy. 
And  stoppe  sone  and  deliverly 
Alle  the  gappis  of  the  hay  ; 
Do  no  favour,  I  thee  pray. 
It  fallith  no-thing  to  thy  name  40^5 

■f-Make  fair  semblaunt,  where  thou  maist 
blame. 

'  If  Bialacoil  be  swete  and  free. 
Dogged  and  fol  thou  shuldist  be  ; 
Froward  and  outrageous,  y-wis  ; 
A  cherl  chaungeth  that  curteis  is.      4030 
This  have  I  herd  ofte  in  soying. 
That  man  [ne]  may,  for  no  daunting, 
Make  a  spcrhauke  of  a  bosarde. 
Alle  men  wole  holde  thee  for  musardo, 
That  debonair  have  founden  thee  ;     4035 
It  sit  thee  nought  curteis  to  be ; 
To  do  men  plesaunce  or  servyse. 
In  thee  it  is  recreaundyso. 
Let  thy  werkis,  fer  and  nero. 
Be  lyke  thy  name,  which  is  Daungere.' 

Than,  al  abawid  in  shewing,  4041 

Anoon  spak  Dreed,  right  thus  seying. 
And  seide,  *  Daunger,  I  drede  me 
That  thou  ne  wolt  [not]  bisy  bo 
To  kepe  that  thou  hast  to  kepe  ;         4045 
Whan  thou  shuldist  wake,  thou  art  aslepe. 
Thou  shalt  be  greved  certeynly, 
If  thee  aspye  Jelousy, 
Or  if  he  finde  thee  in  blame. 
Ho  hath  to-day  assailed  Shame,  4050 

And  chased  awey,  with  gret  manace, 
Bialacoil  out  of  this  place, 
And  swereth  shortly  that  he  shal 
Enclose  him  in  a  sturdy  wal ; 
And  al  is  for  thy  wikkednesse,  4055 

For  that  thee  £uleth  straongenease. 
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Thyn  herte,  I  trowe,  be  failed  al ; 

Thou  Bhalt  rei)ent<j  in  special, 

If  Jelousye  the  sothe  knew© ; 

Thou  shalt  forthenke,  and  sore  rewe.'  4060 

With  that  the  cherl  his  clubbe  gan  shake, 
Frouning  his  eyen  gan  to  make, 
And  hidous  chere  ;  as  man  in  rage, 
For  ire  he  brente  in  his  visage. 
Whan  that  he  horde  him  blamed  so,  4065 
He  scidc,  '  Out  of  my  >\'it  I  go  ; 
To  bo  discomfit  I  have  gret  wrong. 
Certis,  I  have  now  lived  to  long, 
Sith  I  may  not  this  closer  kepe  ; 
Al  quik  I  woldo  be  dolven  dcpe,  4070 

If  any  man  shal  more  repeiro 
Into  this  garden,  for  foulo  or  faire. 
Myn  herte  for  ire  goth  a-fere, 
That  I  lete  any  entre  here, 
I  have  do  foly,  now  I  see,  4075 

But  now  it  shal  amended  be. 
Who  settith  foot  here  any  more, 
Truly,  he  shal  repento  it  sore  ; 
For  no  man  mo  into  this  place 
Of  me  to  entre  shal  have  grace.  4080 

Lever  I  haddc,  with  swerdis  twejmo, 
Thurgh-out  myn  herte,  in  every  vejTie 
Forced  to  be,  with  many  a  wounde, 
Than  sloutho  shuldo  in  me  be  foundo. 
From  hennosforth,  by  night  or  day,  4085 
I  shal  defende  it,  if  I  may, 
Withouten  any  excepcioun 
Of  ech  mancr  condicioun  ; 
And  if  I  fany  man  it  graunte, 
Holdeth  me  for  recreaunto.'  4090 

Than  Daunger  on  his  feet  gan  stonde, 
And  hente  a  burdoun  in  his  honde. 
Wroth  in  his  ire,  ne  lefto  he  nought. 
But  thurgh  the  verger  he  hath  sought. 
If  he  might  finde  hole  or  trace,  4095 

Wher-thurgh  that  me[n]  mot  forthby  pace. 
Or  any  gappe,  he  dide  it  close, 
That  no  man  mighte  touche  a  rose 
Of  the  rosor  al  aboute  ; 
He  shitteth  every  man  withoute.         4100 

Thus  day  by  day  Daunger  is  wers, 
More  wondirful  and  more  divers. 
And  feller  eek  than  ever  he  was ; 
For  him  ful  oft  I  singe  '  alias  ! ' 
For  I  ne  may  nought,  thurgh  his  ire,  4105 
Becover  that  I  most  desire. 
Myn  herte,  alias,  wol  brest  a-two, 


For  Bialacoil  I  wratthcd  so. 

For  certejuly,  in  every  membra 

I  quake,  whan  I  me  remembro  41 10 

Of  the  botoun,  which  [that]  I  woldo 

FuUe  ofte  a  day  seen  and  biholde. 

And  whan  I  thcnke  ux>on  the  kisse. 

And  how  muche  joye  and  blisse 

I  haddo  thurgh  the  savour  swcte,        4 115 

For  wante  of  it  I  grone  and  grete. 

Me  thenkith  I  fele  yit  in  my  nose 

The  swete  savour  of  the  rose. 

And  now  I  woot  that  I  mot  go 

So  fer  the  fresshe  floures  fro,  4120 

To  me  ful  welcome  were  the  deeth  ; 

Absens  therof,  alias,  me  slecth  ! 

For  whylora  with  this  rose,  alias, 

I  touched  nose,  mouth,  and  face  ; 

But  now  the  deeth  I  must  abyde.        4125 

But  Love  consente,  another  tj^de, 

That  on  is  I  touche  may  and  kisse, 

I  trowe  my  peyne  shal  never  lisse. 

Tlicron  is  al  my  coveityse. 

Which  brent  myn  herto  in  many  wyse. 

Now  shal  repairo  agajm  sighinge,        4 131 

Long  wacche  on  nightis,  and  no  sleplngo; 

Thought  in  wisshing,  torment,  and  wo. 

With  many  a  turning  to  and  fro, 

That  half  my  peyne  I  can  not  telle.     4135 

For  I  am  fallen  into  helle 

From  paradys  and  welthe,  the  more 

My  turment  greveth  ;  more  and  more 

Anoyeth  now  the  bittirncsse. 

That  I  tofom  have  felt  swetnesse.       4140 

And  Wikkid-Tunge,  thurgh  his  falshede, 

Causeth  al  my  wo  and  drede. 

On  mo  he  leyeth  a  pitous  charge, 

Bicause  his  tunge  was  to  large. 

Now  it  is  tyme,  shortly  that  I  4145 

Telle  you  som-thing  of  Jelousj-, 
That  was  in  g^et  suspecioun. 
Aboute  him  lefte  he  no  masoun. 
That  stoon  coude  leye,  ne  querrour  ; 
He  hired  hem  to  make  a  tour.  4150 

And  first,  the  roses  for  to  kepe, 
Aboute  hem  made  he  a  diche  depc, 
Right  wondir  large,  and  also  brood  ; 
Upon  the  whicho  also  stood 
Of  squared  stoon  a  sturdy  wal,  4155 

Which  on  a  cragge  was  founded  al. 
And  right  gprot  thikkenesse  eek  it  bar. 
Abouten,  it  was  founded  squar, 
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An  hnndrcd  fadome  on  every  syde, 

It  was  al  liche  longe  and  wyde.  4160 

Lest  any  tyme  it  were  assay  led, 

Fnl  wel  abont«  it  was  batayled  ; 

And  roande  enviroun  eek  were  set 

Fnl  many  a  riche  and  fair  tooret. 

At  every  corner  of  this  wal  4165 

Was  set  a  tour  fnl  principal ; 

And  everich  had<le,  withoute  fable, 

A  portc-colys  defcnsablo 

To  kex>e  of  enemies,  and  to  g^eve, 

That  there  hir  force  woldo  prove.         4170 

And  eek  amiddo  this  pnrprj'so 

Was  maad  a  tour  of  grct  maistryse  ; 

A  fairer  saugh  no  man  v/ith  sight, 

Largo  and  wyde,  and  of  grot  might. 

They  [ne]  dredde  noon  assaut  4175 

Of  ginne,  gunne,  nor  skaifaut. 

[For]  the  tempruro  of  the  mortero 

Was  maad  of  licour  wonder  dero  ; 

Of  quikke  lyme  persant  and  egre. 

The  which  ^i-as  tempred  with  vincgre. 

The  stoon  was  hard  fas  ademant,       4181 

Wherof  they  made  the  foundcmcnt. 

The  tour  was  roande,  maad  in  compas ; 

In  al  this  world  no  richer  was, 

Xe  better  ordeignod  therwithoL  4185 

Abonte  the  tour  was  maad  a  wal, 

So  that,  bitwijct  that  and  the  tour, 

fRosers  were  set  of  swete  savour, 

With  many  roses  that  they  here. 

And  eek  within  the  castel  were  4190 

Springoldes,  gunnes,  bows,  archers  ; 

And  eok  above,  atte  comers. 

Men  scyn  over  the  walle  stonde 

Grete  cugynes,  f  whiche  were  nigh  honde ; 

And  in  the  kernels,  here  and  there,    4195 

Of  arblasters  gret  plentee  were. 

Xoon   armure  might   hir   stroke   with- 

stonde. 
It  were  foly  to  preco  to  honde. 
Without  the  diche  were  listes  made. 
With  wallas  batayled  large  and  brade,4aoo 
For  men  and  hors  shulde  not  attejme 
To  neigh  the  diche  over  the  pleyno. 
Thus  Jelousye  hath  enviroun 
Set  aboute  his  gamisoun 
With  walles  rocmde,  and  diche  depe,  4205 
Only  the  roser  for  to  kepe. 
And  Daonger  [eek],  erly  and  late 
The  keyec  kepte  of  the  utter  gate, 


The  which  opencth  toward  the  eest. 
And  he  hadde  with  him  atto  lecst      4J10 
Thritty  servauntes,  echon  by  name. 

That  other  gate  kepte  Shame, 
Which  openede,  as  it  was  couth, 
Toward  the  parte  of  the  south. 
Scrgcauntes  assigned  were  hir  to         4^15 
Ful  many,  hir  wille  for  to  do. 

Than  Drcdo  hadde  in  hir  baillyo 
The  keping  of  the  conestableryo. 
Toward  the  north,  I  undirstondc, 
That  opened  ui>on  the  left  honde,        4^*^> 
The  which  for  no-thing  may  be  sure, 
But-if  she  do  [hir]  bisy  cure 
Erly  on  morowe  and  also  late, 
Strongly  to  shette  and  barre  the  gate. 
Of  every  thing  that  she  may  see  4^25 

Drode  is  aferd,  wher>so  she  be  ; 
For  with  a  puflf  of  litel  windo 
Drede  is  ostonied  in  hir  minde, 
Therfore,  for  stelinge  of  the  rose, 
I  redo  hir  nought  the  yate  unclose.    4^30 
A  foulis  flight  wol  make  hir  flee. 
And  eok  a  shadowe,  if  she  it  sec. 

Thanne  Wikkcd-Tungo,  I'ul  of  cnvj-o. 
With  soudiours  of  Norman  dye. 
As  he  that  causeth  al  the  bat<i,  4235 

Was  keper  of  the  fourthe  gate, 
And  also  to  the  tother  three 
He  went  ful  ofte,  for  to  see. 
Wlian  his  lot  was  to  wake  a-night, 
His  instrumentis  wolde  he  dight,        4240 
For  to  bio  we  and  make  soun, 
Ofter  than  ho  hath  enchesouu ; 
And  walken  oft  upon  the  wal. 
Comers  and  wikettis  over-al 
Ful  narwo  serchen  and  espyo  ;  4245 

Though  he  nought  fond,  yit  wolde  he  lye. 
Discordaunt  ever  fro  armonye, 
And  distoned  from  melodye, 
Controve  he  wolde,  and  foule  fayle, 
With  hompypes  of  Comewayle.  4250 

In  floytes  made  he  discordaunce, 
And  in  his  musik,  with  mischaunce, 
He  woldo  seyn,  with  notes  newe. 
That  he  [ne]  fond  no  womman  trewe, 
Ne  that  he  saugh  never,  in  his  lyf,      4255 
Unto  hir  husbonde  a  trewe  wyf ; 
Ne  noon  so  ful  of  honestee, 
That  she  nil  langhe  and  mery  be 
Whan  that  she  hereth,  or  may  espye, 
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A  man  speken  of  lecheiye.  4260 

Everich  of  horn  hath  somme  vyce  ; 

Oon  is  dishonest,  another  is  nyoe  ; 

If  oon  be  ful  of  vilanye, 

Another  hath  a  likerous  ye  ; 

If  oon  be  ful  of  wantonesse,  4265 

Another  is  a  chideresse. 

Thus   Wikked-Tunge    (god    yeve  him 
shame !) 
Can  pntte  hem  everichone  in  blame 
Withonte  desert  and  causeles  ; 
He  lyeth,  though  they  been  giltles.     4270 
I  have  pite  to  seen  the  sorwe, 
That  fwaketh  bothe  eve  and  morwe, 
To  innocents  doth  such  grevaonce  ; 
I  pray  god  yeve  him  evel  chaonoe, 
That  he  ever  so  bi^  is  4275 

Of  any  womman  to  seyn  amis  ! 

Eek  Jelousye  god  oonfonnde, 
That  hath  [y]-maad  a  tour  so  rotinde. 
And  made  aboute  a  garisonn 
To  sotte  Bialacoil  in  prisonn  ;  4280 

The  which  is  shet  there  in  the  tour, 
Ful  longe  to  holdo  there  sojoor, 
There  for  to  live[n]  in  ponannc«. 
And  for  to  do  him  more  grevaonce, 
fTher  hath  orde3mod  Jelousye  4285 

An  olde  vekke,  for  to  espye 
The  maner  of  his  govemaunce  ; 
The  whiche  devel,  in  hir  enfaunoe, 
Had  lemed  [muche]  of  Loves  art, 
And  of  his  pleyes  took  hir  part ;         4290 
She  was  fexpert  in  his  servyse. 
She  knew  ech  wrenche  and  every  gyse 
Of  love,  and  every  [loveres]  wyle, 
It  was  [the]  harder  hir  to  g>'le. 
Of  Bialacoil  she  took  ay  hede,  4295 

That  ever  he  liveth  in  wo  and  drede. 
He  kepte  him  coy  and  eek  privee, 
Lest  in  him  she  hadde  see 
Any  foly  countcnaunce, 
For  she  knew  al  the  olde  dannce.        4500 
And  aftir  this,  whan  Jelousye 
Had  Bialacoil  in  his  baillye. 
And  shette  him  up  that  was  so  free. 
For  seure  of  him  he  wolde  bo, 
He  trusteth  sore  in  his  castel ;  4305 

The  stronge  werk  him  lyketh  wet 
Ho  dradde  nat  that  no  glotouns 
Shulde  stele  his  roses  or  botouns. 
The  roses  weren  assured  alls, 


Defenced  with  the  stronge  walle.         4310 
Now  Jelousye  ful  wel  may  bo 
Of  drede  devoid,  in  libertee. 
Whether  that  ho  slope  or  wake  ; 
For  of  his  roses  may  noon  be  take. 

But  I,  alias,  now  mome  shal ;  4315 

Bicause  I  was  without  the  wal, 
Ful  moche  dole  and  mono  I  made. 
Who  hadde  wist  what  wo  I  hadde, 
I  Srowe  he  wolde  have  hod  pitoe. 
Love  to  deere  had  sold  to  me  4320 

The  good  that  of  his  love  hadde  L 
I  fwende  a  bought  it  al  queyntly ; 
But  now,  thurgh  doubling  of  my  peyn, 
I  see  he  wolde  it  selle  ogeyn. 
And  me  a  newe  bargeyn  lore,  4325 

The  which  al-out  the  more  is  dere. 
For  the  solace  that  I  have  lorn. 
Than  I  hadde  it  never  afom. 
Certayn  I  am  ful  lyk,  indeed, 
To  him  that  cast  in  ortho  his  seed  ;     4330 
And  hath  joie  of  the  newe  spring. 
Whan  it  greneth  in  the  ginning. 
And  is  also  fair  and  fresh  of  flour. 
Lusty  to  seen,  swote  of  odour ; 
But  er  he  it  in  sheves  shore,  4335 

May  falle  a  weder  that  shal  it  dere. 
And  make[n]  it  to  fade  and  falle, 
The  stalk,  the  grejrn,  and  floures  alle  ; 
That  to  the  ftilier  is  fordone 
The  hope  that  he  hadde  ti>  sone.  4340 

I  drede,  certeyn,  that  so  fare  I ; 
For  hope  and  travaile  sikerly 
Ben  me  biraft  al  with  a  storm  ; 
The  floure  nil  seden  of  my  com. 
For  Love  hath  so  avaunced  me,  4345 

Whan  I  bigan  my  privitee 
To  Bialacoil  al  for  to  telle, 
Whom  I  ne  fond  froward  ne  foUe, 
But  took  a-greo  al  hool  my  play. 
But  Love  is  of  so  hard  assay,  4350 

That  al  at  onis  he  reved  me. 
Whan  I  fwend  best  aboven  have  be. 
It  is  of  Love,  as  of  Fortune, 
That  chaungeth  ofto,  and  nil  contune  ; 
Which  whylom  wol  on  folke  smyle,     4355 
And  gloumbe  on  hem  another  whyle  ; 
Now  freend,  now  foo,  [thou]  shalt  hir  fele. 
For  [in]  a  twinkling  toumeth  hir  wheel. 
She  can  wxythe  hir  heed  awey, 
Thisistheoonooorsof  hir  pley ;         4360 
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She  can  areyse  that  doth  mome, 

And  whirle  adown,  and  overtnme 

Who  sittith  hieghstf  fal  as  hir  ^-list ; 

A  fool  is  he  that  wol  hir  trist. 

For  it  fam  I  that  am  com  donn  43(35 

Thorgh  -f-change  and  revolncioun  ! 

Sith  Bialacoil  mot  fro  me  twinne, 

Shet  in  the  prisoun  yond  withinne, 

His  absence  at  myn  herte  I  fele  ; 

For  al  my  joye  and  al  mjm  hele  4370 

Was  in  him  and  in  the  rose, 

That  bnt  yon  fwal,  which  him  doth  dose, 

Open,  that  I  may  him  see, 

Love  nil  not  that  I  cnred  be 

Of  the  peynes  that  I  endure,  4375 

Nor  of  my  crael  aventure. 

A,  Bialacoil,  mjoi  owne  dere ! 
Thongh  thou  bo  now  a  prisonere, 
Kepe  atte  Icste  thyn  herte  to  me, 
And  snffro  not  that  it  dannted  be  ;     4380 
Ne  lat  not  Jelonsye,  in  Ids  rage, 
Pntt«n  thyn  herte  in  no  servage. 
Althoogh  he  chastice  thee  withonte. 
And  make  thy  body  unto  him  loute. 
Have  herte  as  hard  as  dyamaunt,        4385 
Stedefast,  and  nought  pliaunt ; 
In  prisoun  though  thy  body  be. 
At  large  kepe  thjrn  herto  free. 
A  trewe  herte  wol  not  plye 
For  no  manace  that  it  may  drye.        4390 
U^  Jelousye  doth  thee  payne, 
Quyte  him  his  whyle  thus  agajnie. 
To  vcnge  thee,  atte  leest  in  thought. 
If  other  way  thou  mayest  nought ; 
And  in  this  wyse  sotiUy  4395 

Worche,  and  winne  the  maistry. 
But  yit  I  am  in  gret  affray 
Lest  thou  do  not  as  I  say  ; 
I  drede  thou  canst  me  greet  maugree. 
That  thou  emprison^  art  for  me  ;      4400 
Bat  that  [is]  not  for  my  trespas. 
For  thurgh  me  never  discovered  was 
Yit  thing  that  oughte  be  secree. 
W^el  more  anoy  [ther]  is  in  me. 
Than  is  in  thee,  of  this  mischaunce  ;  4405 
For  I  endure  more  hard  penaunce 
Than  any  [man]  can  seyn  or  thinke, 
That  for  the  sorwe  almost  I  sinke. 
Whan  I  remembre  me  of  my  wo, 
Ful  nygh  out  of  my  wit  I  go.  4410 

Inwi^  myn  herte  I  fele  blede, 


For  comfortles  the  deeth  I  dredo. 
Ow  I  not  wel  to  have  distresso. 
Whan  false,  thurgh  hir  wikkednesse, 
And  trai tours,  that  am  envyous,         4415 
To  noyen  mo  be  so  coragious  ? 

A,  Bialacoil !  ful  wel  I  see. 
That  they  hem  shape  to  discejrvo  thee, 
To  make  thee  buxom  to  hir  lawe. 
And  with  hir  corde  thee  to  drawe       4420 
Wlier-so  hem  lust,  right  at  hir  wil ; 
I  drede  they  have  thee  brought  thertiL 
Withouto  comfort,  thought  me  sleoth  ; 
This  game  wol  bringe  me  to  my  deeth. 
For  if  your  fgode  wHle  I  lese,  4425 

I  mote  be  deed  ;  I  may  not  chese. 
And  if  that  thou  foryete  me, 
'Myn.  herte  shal  never  in  lyking  be  ; 
Nor  elles-where  finde  solace. 
If  I  be  put  out  of  your  grac«,  4430 

As  it  shal  never  been,  I  hope  ; 
Than  shulde  I  fallen]  in  wanhoi>e. 

[Here^  at  1.  4070  0/  the  French  text, 
ends  the  tcork  of  G^.  de  Lorris ;  and 
begins  the  tcork  0/ Jean  de  Meun.] 

Alias,  in  wanhope  ? — nay,  pardeo ! 
For  I  wol  never  dispeired  be. 
If  Hope  me  faile,  than  am  I  44.^ 

Ungracious  and  unworthy ; 
In  Hope  I  wol  comforted  be. 
For  Love,  whan  he  bitaught  hir  me, 
Seide,  that  Hope,  wher-so  I  go, 
Shulde  ay  be  relees  to  my  wo.  4440 

But  what  and  she  my  balis  bete. 
And  be  to  me  curteis  and  swete  ? 
She  is  in  no-thing  ful  certeyn. 
Lovers  she  put  in  ful  g^et  peyn. 
And  makith  hem  with  wo  to  dele.      4445 
Hir  fair  biheest  disceyveth  fele. 
For  she  wol  bihote,  sikirly, 
And  fallen  afkir  outrely. 
A  !  that  is  a  ful  noyous  thing  ! 
For  many  a  lover,  in  loving,  4450 

Hangeth  upon  hir,  and  trusteth  fieist, 
Whiche  lese  hir  travel  at  the  last. 
Of  thing  to  comen  she  woot  right  nought ; 
Therfore,  if  it  be  wysly  sought, 
Hir  counseille,  foly  is  to  take.  4455 

For  many  tymes,  whan  she  wol  make 
A  ful  good  silogisme,  I  drede 
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Tliat  aftirward  thor  shal  in  dede 

Folwo  an  cvel  connlusioun  ; 

Tills  pat  me  in  confnsioon.  4460 

For  many  tymca  I  have  it  seen, 

That  many  have  bigyled  been, 

For  tnist  that  they  have  set  in  Hope, 

Which  ful  horn  aitirward  a-slope. 

But  natlicles  yit,  ghidly  she  woldo,  4465 
That  ho,  that  wol  him  with  hir  holde, 
Haddo  alio  tymos  -f-his  purpos  clore, 
Withouto  deceyte,  or  any  were. 
That  she  desiroth  sikirly  ; 
Whan  I  hir  blamed,  I  did  foly.  44.70 

Bnt  what  avayleth  hir  good  wille, 
Whan  she  no  may  staunche  my  stonndo 

ille? 
Tliat  holpith  litol,  that  she  may  do, 
Oiit4vko  biheost  unto  my  wo. 
And  heeste  cortojTi,  in  no  wyse,  4475 

Withoute  yift,  is  not  to  -11)1^80. 

Whan  hccst  and  deed  a-sundir  varie, 
They  doon  [me  have]  a  gret  contrarie. 
Thus  am  I  posscd  up  and  doun 
With  dool,  thought,  and  confusioun ;  44^ 
Of  my  disese  ther  is  no  noumbre. 
Panngor  and  Shame  mo  oncumbre, 
l")re<lo  also,  and  Jolousyo, 
And  Wikkod-Tunge,  ful  of  envye. 
Of  whicho  the  sharpe  and  cruel  ire     4485 
Ful  oft  me  put  in  grot  martire. 
Tliey  han  my  joye  fully  let, 
Sith  Bialacoil  they  have  bishet 
Fn>  mo  in  prisoun  wikkidly, 
Whom  I  love  so  entierly,  4490 

That  it  wol  my  bane  bo, 
But  I  the  soncr  may  him  see. 
And  yit  moreover,  wurst  of  alio, 
Ther  is  set  to  kepe,  foulo  hir  bifalle  ! 
A  rimpled  vokke,  fer  ronno  in  age,     4495 
Frowning  and  yelowe  in  hir  visage. 
Which  in  awayte  Ijrth  day  and  night, 
Tliat  noon  of  hom  may  have  a  sight. 
Now  moot  my  sorwe  enforced  bo ; 
Ful  soth  it  is,  that  Lovo  yaf  mo  4500 

Three  wonder  yiftes  of  his  grace. 
Which  I  have  lorn  now  in  this  place, 
Sith  they  no  may,  withoute  drede, 
Holpen  but  litel,  who  taketh  hede. 
For  hero  availeth  no  Swete-Th ought,  4505 
And  Swete-Si>eche  helpith  right  nought. 
The  thridde  was  called  Swete-Loking, 


That  now  is  lorn,  without  losing. 

[Thol  yiftes  were  fair,  but  not  forthy 

They  holpo  mo  but  simp[il]ly,  4510 

But  Bialacoil  [may]  loosed  be, 

To  gon  at  largo  and  to  bo  free. 

For  him  my  Ij'f  lyth  al  in  dtmt, 

But-if  ho  come  tho  rather  out. 

Alias  !  I  trowo  it  wol  not  been  !  4515 

For  how  shuld  I  evermore  him  seen  ? 

He  may  not  out,  and  that  is  wrong, 

Bicauso  tho  tour  is  so  strong. 

How  shulde  ho  out  ?  by  whos  prowosse, 

Out  of  so  strong  a  fortoresse  ?  4520 

By  me,  corteyn,  it  nil  be  do  ; 

God  woot,  I  have  rxp  wit  thorto  ! 

But  wol  I  woot  I  was  in  rage, 

Whan  I  to  Lovo  dide  homage. 

Who  was  in  cause,  in  sothfastncsse,  45^5 

But  hir-silf,  dame  Idolnesso, 

Which  mo  conveyed,  thurgh  fair  prayore, 

To  entro  into  thai  fair  vcrgere  ? 

She  was  to  blame  mc  to  levo, 

Tho  which  now  doth  me  sore  grove.    4530 

A  foolis  word  is  nought  to  trowo, 

No  worth  an  appel  for  to  lowo  ; 

Men  shulde  him  snibbo  bittirly, 

At  prymo  temps  of  his  foly. 

I  was  a  fool,  and  she  mo  loved,  4535 

Thurgh  whom  I  am  right  nought  releved. 

Sho  accomplisshod  al  my  wil, 

That  now  mo  grevoth  wondir  iL 

Besoun  me  seido  what  shulde  falle. 

A  fool  my-silf  I  may  wel  calle,  4540 

That  lovo  asydo  I  had  not  leydo, 

And  trowed  that  dame  Resoun  soydo. 

Besoun  had  botho  skilo  and  right, 

Whan  sho  mo  blamed,  with  al  hir  might, 

To  medio  of  lovo,  that  hath  mo  shent ; 

But  corteyn  now  I  wol  repent.  4546 

'  And  shulde  I  repent  ?    Nay,  parde  ! 
A  fals  traitour  thcui  shulde  I  be. 
The  develles  ongins  woldo  me  take, 
If  I  my  f  lorde  woldo  forsake,  4550 

Or  Bialacoil  falsly  bitraye. 
Shulde  I  at  mischoef  hate  him  ?  nay, 
Sith  he  now,  for  his  curtesye, 
Is  in  prisoun  of  Jelousye. 
Curtesye  corteyn  dide  he  me,  4555 

So  f  muche,  it  may  not  yolden  be, 
Whan  ho  the  hay  passon  me  let«, 
To  kiflse  the  rose,  faire  and  swete  : 
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Shulde  I  therfore  ctmne  him  maugree  ? 
Xay,  certe>Tily,  it  shal  not  be  ;  4560 

For  Lovo  shal  never,  fif  god  wil, 
Here  of  me,  thurgh  word  or  wil, 
OflV'Uce  or  compUiyTit,  more  or  lesse, 
Neither  of  Hoije  nor  Idilnesso  ; 
For  certis,  it  were  wrong  that  I  4565 

Hated  hem  for  hir  enrtesye. 
Ther  is  not  ellis,  but  soffre  and  thinke, 
And  waken  whan  I  shulde  winko  ; 
Abyde  in  ho{>e,  til  Love,  thurgh  chaunce, 
Sende  me  socour  or  allegeaunce,         4570 
Expectant  ay  til  I  may  mete 
To  get^n  mercy  of  that  sweto. 

'  VVhylom  I  thinke  how  Love  to  me 
Seyde  he  wolde  take[n]  att[e]  gree 
My  servise,  if  unpacience  4575 

Caused  me  to  doon  offence. 
He  seyde,  '^  In  thank  I  shal  it  take, 
And  high  maister  eek  thee  make, 
If  wikkednesse  no  reve  it  thee  ; 
But  sone,  I  trowe,  that  shal  not  be."  4580 
These  were  his  wordis  by  and  by  ; 
It  semed  he  loved  mo  trewly. 
Xow  is  thor  not  but  serve  him  wele, 
If  that  I  thinke  his  thank  to  felo. 
My  good,  myn  harm,  lylh  hool  in  mo  ; 
In  Love  may  no  defaute  be  ;  45S6 

For  trewe  Love  -j-failid  never  man. 
Sothly,  the  faute  mot  nedis  than 
(As  God  forbede  !)  be  founde  in  me, 
And  how  it  comoth,  I  can  not  see.      4590 
Now  lat  it  goon  as  it  may  go  ; 
Whether  Lovo  wol  soconre  mo  or  slo, 
He  may  do  hool  on  mo  his  wil. 
I  am  so  sore  bounde  him  til. 
From  hia  servyse  I  may  not  flcen  ;      4595 
For  lyf  and  dcth,  withouten  wene. 
Is  in  his  hand  ;  I  may  not  chose  ; 
He  may  mo  do  bothe  winne  and  lose. 
And  sith  so  sore  he  doth  me  grove, 
Yit,  if  my  lust  he  wolde  acheve  4600 

To  Bialacoil  goodly  to  be, 
I  yeve  no  force  what  felle  on  me. 
For  though  I  dye,  as  I  mot  node, 
I  praye  Love,  of  his  goodlihede, 
To  Bialacoil  do  gentilnesse,  4^5 

For  whom  I  live  in  such  distresse, 
That  I  mote  deyen  for  penaunce. 
But  first,  withonte  repentannoe, 
I  wol  me  oonfeMe  in  good  entent, 


And  make  in  haste  my  testament,      4610 
As  lovers  doon  that  felen  smerto  : — 
To  Bialacoil  levo  I  myn  horte 
Al  hool,  withouto  departing, 
Or  doublencsse  of  repenting,* 

Coment  Raisoun  vient  a  Zj'amant. 

Thus  as  I  made  my  passage  4615 

In  compleynt,  and  in  cruel  rage. 
And  I  fnist  wher  to  findo  a  lecho 
That  couthe  unto  myn  helping  echo, 
Sodeynly  agayn  comcn  doun 
Out  of  hir  tour  I  saugh  liesoun,  4620 

Discrete  and  wys,  and  ful  plosaunt, 
And  of  hir  porte  ful  avcnaunt. 
The  righte  wey  she  t<K)k  to  me. 
Which  stood  in  greet  perplexite. 
That  was  posshed  in  every  side,  462^ 

That  I  nist  where  I  might  abyde, 
Til  she,  demurely  sad  of  chore, 
Seide  to  me  as  she  com  ncre  : — 

•  MjTi  owne  freend,  art  thou  yit  greved  ? 
How  is  this  quarel  yit  achevwl  4630 

Of  Loves  sydo  ?    Anoon  mo  telle  ; 
Hast  thou  not  yit  of  lovo  thy  fiUe  ? 
Art  thou  not  wery  of  thy  ser\'yso 
That  thee  hath  [pynedj  in  sich  wj-se  ? 
What  joye  hast  thou  in  thy  loving  ?  4635 
Is  it  sweto  or  bitter  thing  ? 
Canst  thou  yit  chose,  lat  me  see. 
What  best  thy  socour  mighte  bo  ? 

'  Thou  servest  a  ful  noblo  lord. 
That  maketli  thee  thral  for  thy  reward, 
Which  ay  renewith  thy  turment,       4641 
With  foly  so  ho  hath  thee  blent. 
Thou  feUo  in  mischeef  thilko  day, 
Wlian  thou  didest,  the  sotho  to  say, 
Obeysaunco  and  eek  homage  ;  4645 

Thou  wroughtest  no-thing  as  the  sage. 
Wlian  thou  bicam  his  liege  man, 
Thou  didist  a  grot  foly  than  ; 
Thou  wistest  not  what  fel  thorto. 
With  what  lord  thou  haddist  to  do.    4650 
If  thou  haddifit  him  wel  knowe. 
Thou  haddist  nought  be  brought  so  lowe ; 
For  if  thou  wistest  what  it  were. 
Thou  noldist  serve  him  half  a  yeer. 
Not  a  weke,  nor  half  a  day,  4655 

Ne  yit  an  hour  withoute  delay, 
Ne  never  f  han  loved  paramours, 
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His  lordship  is  so  ful  of  shoures. 
Knowest  him  ought  ? ' 

L'Amaunt.  '  Ye,  dame,  parde  ! ' 

RaUoutu     '  Nay,  nay.' 

L'Amaunt.       *Ycs,  I.' 

JRaisoUn.  *  Wherof,  lat  soo  ? '  4660 

L'Amaunt.     *  Of  that  he  seyde  I  sholdo 
be 
Glad  to  have  sich  lord  as  he, 
And  maister  of  sich  seignorj'.' 

Raiaoun.     *  Knowist  him  no  more  ? ' 

L'Amaunt.  *  Nay,  certis,  I, 

Save  that  he  yaf  mo  rewles  there,       4665 
And  wento  his  wey,  I  niste  "where, 
And  I  abood  bounde  in  balaunoe.' 

Raisoun.   *  Lo,  there  a  noble  oonisannce ! 
Bat  I  wil  that  thou  knowe  him  now 
Ginning  and  ende,  sith  that  thou       4670 
Art  so  anguisshous  and  mate, 
Disfigured  out  of  astate  ; 
Ther  may  no  wrecche  have  more  of  wo, 
Ne  oaitif  noon  enduren  so. 
It  wore  to  every  man  sitting  4675 

Of  his  lord  have  knowleching. 
For  if  thou  knewe  him,  out  of  dout, 
Lightly  thou  shulde  escapen  out 
Of  the  prisoun  that  marreth  thee.' 

L'Amaunt     '  Ye,  dame  !  sith  my  lord 
is  ho,  4680 

And  I  his  man,  maad  with  myn  honde, 
I  woldo  right  fayn  undirstondo 
To  knowe[n]  of  what  kinde  he  be, 
If  any  wolde  enforme  me.* 

Raitoun.     *  I  wolde,'  seid  Besoun,  *  thee 
lere,  4685 

Rith  thou  to  leme  hast  sich  desire. 
And  showe  thee,  withouten  fable, 
A  thing  that  is  not  demonstrable. 
Thou  shalt  [here  leme]  without  science. 
And  knowe,  withoute  exi>€rience,      4690 
The  thing  that  may  not  knowen  be, 
Ne  wist  no  shewid  in  no  degree. 
Thou  mayst  the  sothe  of  it  not  witen. 
Though  in  thee  it  were  writen. 
Thou  shalt  not  knowe  therof  more     4695 
Whyle  thou  art  reuled  by  his  lore  ; 
But  unto  him  that  love  wol  floe. 
The  knotte  may  unclosed  be, 
Which  hath  to  thee,  as  it  is  founde, 
So  long  be  knet  and  not  unboundo.    4700 
Now  sette  wel  thyn  entencioun, 


To  here  of  love  discripcioun. 

*  Love,  it  is  an  hateful  pees, 
A  free  ac-quitaunce,  without  relees, 
fA  trouthe,  fret  full  of  falshede,  4705 

A  sikemesse,  al  set  in  dredo  ; 
In  herte  is  a  disi>eiring  hope, 
And  fVille  of  hope,  it  is  wanhope  ; 
Wyse  woodnesse,  and  wood  resoun, 
A  swete  peril,  in  to  droune,  4710 

An  hovy  birthen,  light  to  here, 
A  wikked  wawe  awey  to  were. 
It  is  Caribdis  perilous, 
Disagreable  and  gracious. 
It  is  discordaunce  that  can  aocordo,   4715 
And  aooordaunce  to  discordo. 
It  is  cunning  withoute  science, 
Wisdom  withoute  sapience. 
Wit  withoute  discrecioun, 
Havoir,  withoute  possossioun.  4720 

It  is  f  sike  hole  and  hool  siknesso, 
A  fthrust  drowned  fin  dronkenesse, 
fAn  helthe  ful  of  maladye, 
And  charitee  ful  of  envye, 
fAn  hunger  ful  of  habundaunce,        4725 
And  a  gr^y  suffisaunce  ; 
Dolyt  right  ful  of  hevinesse. 
And  dreri[h]ed  ful  of  gladnesse  ; 
Bitter  swetnesse  and  swete  errour. 
Right  evol  savoured  good  savour ;       4730 
fSinne  that  x)ardoun  hath  withinno. 
And    pardoun    spotted    without    [with] 

sinne ; 
A  peyne  also  it  is,  joyous. 
And  felonye  right  pitous  ; 
Also  pley  that  selde  is  stable,  4735 

And  stedefast  [stat],  right  movable  ; 
A  strengthe,  weyked  to  stonde  upright, 
And  feblenesse,  ful  of  might ; 
Wit  unavjrsed,  sage  folye. 
And  joye  ful  of  turmentrye ;  474'> 

A  laughter  it  is,  weping  ay. 
Best,  that  traveyleth  night  and  day  ; 
Also  a  swete  helle  it  is. 
And  a  sorowfhl  Paradys  ; 
A  plesaunt  gayl  and  esy  prisoun,        4745 
And,  ful  of  froste,  somer  sesoun  ; 
Pryme  temps,  tal  of  frostes  whyte. 
And  Mayt  devoide  of  al  delyte. 
With  seer  braunches,  blossoms  ungrene ; 
And  newe  froyt,  fiUid  with  winter  tene. 
It  is  a  slowe,  may  not  forbore  4751 
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RaggGS,  ribaned  vrith  gold,  to  wero: 

For  al-so  wel  wol  lovo  be  set 

Under  raggcs  as  riche  rochet ; 

And  cek  as  wel  f  be  amourettes  4755 

In  mourning  blak,  as  bright  burnettes. 

For  noon  is  of  so  mochel  prya, 

Ne  no  man  founden  [is]  so  wys, 

Ne  noon  so  high  is  of  pan^e, 

Xe  no  man  founde  of  wit  so  sage,       4760 

Xo  man  so  hurdy  ne  so  wight, 

Xe  no  man  of  so  mochel  might, 

Xoon  so  fulfilled  of  bounte, 

•f-But  ho  with  love  may  daunted  be. 

Al  the  world  holdith  this  way  ;  4765 

Love  makith  alle  to  goon  miswey, 

But  it  bo  they  of  y^el  lyf. 

Whom  Qcnius  cursith,  man  and  wyf,   • 

That  wrongly  werke  ageyn  nature. 

Noon  suche  I  love,  ne  have  no  euro    4770 

Of  suche  as  Loves  servaunts  been. 

And  wol  not  by  my  counsel  fleen. 

For  I  ne  preyso  that  loving, 

Wher-thnrgh  man,  at  the  laste  ending, 

Shal  calle  hem  wrecchis  fulle  of  wo,   4775 

Love  greveth  hem  and  shendith  so. 

But  if  thou  wolt  wel  Love  eschewe. 

For  to  escape  out  of  his  mewe. 

And  make  al  hool  thy  sorwe  to  slake, 

No  bettir  counsel  mayst  thou  take,     4780 

Than  thinke  to  fleen  wel,  y-wis  ; 

May  nought  helpo  ellcs ;   for  wite  thon 

this  : — 
If  thou  flee  it,  it  shal  flee  thee  ; 
Folowo  it,  and  folowen  shal  it  thee.' 
L'Amaunt.     Whan  I  hadde    herd    al 
Resoun  scyn,  4785 

Which  hadde  spilt  hir  speche  in  veyn  : 
*  Dame,*  seydo  I,  '  I  dar  wel  sey 
Of  this  avaunt  me  wel  I  may 
That  from  your  scole  so  deviaunt 
I  am,  that  never  the  more  avaunt     4790 
Right  nought  am  I,  thurgh  your  doctryne ; 
I  dulle  under  your  disciplyne  ; 
I  wot  no  more  than  [I]  wist  f  er, 
To  me  so  contrarie  and  so  fer 
Is  every  thing  that  ye  mo  lere  ;  4795 

And  yit  I  can  it  al  fparcuere. 
Myn  herte  foryetith  therof  right  nought. 
It  is  so  writen  in  my  thought ; 
And  depe  fgraven  it  is  so  tendir 
Thai  al  by  herte  I  can  it  rendre,       4800 


And  redo  it  over  comunely  ; 
But  to  my-silf  Icwedist  am  I. 

'  But  sith  ye  love  discreven  so. 
And  lakke  and  preiso  it,  botho  two, 
Defyneth  it  into  this  letter,  4805 

That  I  may  tlicnke  on  it  the  better 
For  I  horde  never  fdifiyne  it  ere, 
And  wilfully  I  wolde  it  lere.' 

liaisoun,     '  If  lovo  bo  serched  wel  and 
sought. 
It  is  a  sykenesse  of  the  thought  4810 

Annexed  and  fknct  bitwixe  tweyne, 
•j- Which  male  and  female,  with  00  che3me, 
So  froly  byndith,  that  they  nil  twinne, 
Whether  so  therof  they  lese  or  winne. 
The  roote  springith,  thurgh  hoot  bren- 
ning,  4815 

Into  disordinat  desiring 
For  to  kissen  and  enbracc. 
And  at  her  lust  them  to  solace. 
Of  other  thing  love  recchith  nought. 
But  settoth  hir  herte  and  al  hir  thought 
More  for  delectacioun  4821 

Than  any  procreacioun 
Of  other  frujrt  by  fengendring  ; 
Which  love  to  god  is  not  plesing  ; 
For  of  hir  body  fruyt  to  get  4825 

They  yeve  no  force,  they  are  so  set 
Upon  delyt,  to  pley  in-fere. 
And  sommo  have  also  this  manere. 
To  fejmen  hem  for  lovo  soke  ; 
Sich  love  I  prcise  not  at  a  leke.  4830 

For  paramours  they  do  but  feyne  ; 
To  love  truly  they  disdeyne. 
They  falsen  ladies  traitoursly. 
And  sweren  hem  othes  utterly. 
With  many  a  losing,  and  many  a  fable, 
And  al  they  finden  decejrvable.  4836 

And,  whanne  they  fher  lust  han  geten, 
The  hoote  ernes  they  al  foryeten. 
Wimmen,  the  harm  they  byen  ful  sore  ; 
But  men  this  thenken  evermore,        4840 
That  lasse  harm  is,  so  mote  I  thee, 
Disccyve  them,  than  disceyved  be  ; 
And  namely,  wher  they  ne  may 
Findo  non  other  mene  wey. 
For  I  wot  wel,  in  sothfastnesse,  4845 

That  fwho  doth  now  his  bisynesse 
With  any  womman  for  to  dele, 
For  any  lust  that  he  may  fele, 
Bat-if  it  be  for  ongendmre, 
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Ho  Jotli  tmspoase.  I  yon  onsora. 
For  he  eha]d«  B«tt«>n  al  his  wll 
Ta  e<'<pn  a  I>Uy  thing  him  til, 
And  to  aoBtenelnl  if  ho  might. 
And  kapft  forth,  by  faindos  right, 
mhlabto, 


<  III  is 


Whoii  fitdor  or  modor  am  in  grave,  4lWi> 
Hirchildrtin  shiilde,  whnn  they  ben  deedo, 
Fnl  diltfteDt  bm,  in  bir  stoodo, 
To  use  that  werke  on  snch  n  vysr, 
That  oon  may  thurgh  another  Tyse. 
Therforo  act  Kinde  therin  del.i-t,  4S65 

And  of  that  dedo  bo  not  erke, 

Belt  otU  sythes  haunt  thnt  werke. 

For  n(«n  wolde  drawn  thcrof  »  diuoght 

Xu  wom  dolyt,  which  hath  him  canght 

This  hadde  BotU  damo  Nature  i  4S71 

For  noon  goth  right,  I  theo  enaure, 

No  hath  entent  ho<jl  no  partyt ; 

For  liir  desir  is  for  dclyt, 

Tl.o  which  fortenod  orece  and  eke       4875 

The  ph>y  of  hive  for-ofto  Boko, 

Anil  tlirallD  hem-ailf,  they  be  so  nyee. 

Unto  the  prince  of  every  vyco. 

For  of  Gch  ainne  it  ia  the  rote, 

Unlffallo  lust,  though  it  be  aote,         4SS0 

Anil  of  al  yvol  the  raeyne, 

Aa  Tnllioi 


In  n  boke  ho  made  of  Age, 

\VLor  thnt  more  be  prtyaeth  Elde,     4 

Thougli  he  be  croked  and  unwelde. 

Than  Yoatho  in  hia  dlioripeionn. 
For  Voutho  set  bothe  man  and  wyf 
In  nl  perel  of  soule  and  lyf  j  4 

And  porel  ia,  but  men  have  grace, 
The  -flyme  of  yootbo  for  to  pace, 
Withonte  any  doth  or  distroaae, 
Itiaaofulofwildenoaao; 


So  ofte  it  d 

oth  ahome  or  da 

To  him  or 

It  ledith  m 

And  makith  him  Ion  yvel 

And  lede  hii  lyf  diirawlily, 

And  holt  him  payed  with  noon  estsie. 

Within  him-ailf  (8  such  debate, 

Ha  cfaanngith  pnipoa  and  entent, 

And  yalt  (him)  into  aom  covent, 

To  liven  aflic  her  empryae,  41)1 

And  loaith  fi^om  and  frauncliy*". 

That  Natare  in  him  hodde  Bet. 

The  which  ageyn  he  may  not  i^ et. 

If  he  there  make  hia  mansioua 

For  to  ahydo  profeasioun.  4^1 

Thoogh  for  a  tyme  hia  herte  abaente, 

It  may  not  faylo,  ho  sbal  rcpente. 

And  eke  abyde  thilke  day 

To  leve  hia  ahit,  and  goon  hie  way, 

And  lasith  hia  worship  and  his  name. 

But  al  hia  l,vf  he  dothao  moumo, 
Bicauae  he  dar  not  boom  retiinme. 
Frodom  of  kinde  »o  lost  hath  he 


That 


49» 


+Bat-if  that  god  him  graunte  grace 

That  he  may,  er  he  hennea  pace, 

Conteyno  nndir  obedience 

Thnrgh  tho  vortn  of  patience. 

For  Youths  set  man  in  al  fob-e,  49'S 

In  unthrift  and  in  rihandyo. 

In  leocheiye,  and  in  outrage, 

60  ofle  it  ohaungith  of  oorage. 

Youthe  ginneth  oHe  aich  bargoyn, 

That  mti^  not  ende  withouten  peyn,  49,10 

In  gret  perel  ia  set  yonth-hede, 

Delyt  ao  doth  his  bridil  lede. 

Delyt  fthna  hanRiih,  drede  thee  nought, 

Botho  mannia  body  and  his  thought, 

Only  thnrgh  fYonthe,  his  cbamberere, 

That  to  don  yvel  is  cnatomere.  49A(> 

And  of  nought  eUca  taketh  hode 

But  only  folkea  for  to  lede 

Into  disporte  and  wildenesae, 

So  ia  [ahe]  ft'oward  from  Bndaease.       4^0 

'  But  Elde  drawith  hem  therfro  ; 
Who  wot  it  nought,  he  may  wel  go 
tDemaud  of  hem  that  now  am  oMe, 
That  whylom  Youthe  hadde  in  holde. 
Which  yit  -f  remembre  of  tendir  age,  494; 
How  it  hezn  brought  in  many  a  rage. 
And  many  a  foly  therin  wrought. 
Bnt  now  that  Elde  hath  -f-hem  thurgh- 

aooght, 
They  repente  hem  of  her  fblye, 
That  Youthe  ham  putta  in  jupardye,  49^ 
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In  porel  and  in  muche  wo. 
And  made  hem  ofte  amis  to  do, 
And  suen  yvel  companye, 
Riot  and  avontorye, 

'  But  Elde  fcan  a^eyn  restrejTie     4955 
From  sue  he  foly,  and  refreyne, 
And  set  men,  by  hir  ordinaunco, 
In  good  reule  and  in  govemaunce. 
But  y^'ol  slie  sjx'ndith  hir  servyso, 
For  no  man  wol  hir  love,  fno  pryse ;  4960 
She  is  hated,  this  wot  I  wele. 
Hir  aoqueyntaunce  wolde  no  man  fele, 
Ne  han  of  Elde  companye, 
Men  hate  to  be  of  hir  alye. 
For  no  man  wolde  bicomen  olde, .       4965 
Ne  dye,  whan  he  ia  yong  and  bolde. 
And  Elde  morveilith  right  g^etly, 
Whan  they  rcmembre  hem  inwardly 
Of  many  a  perelous  empryse, 
AVhicho  that  they  wrought  in    sondry 
M-j-se,  4970 

How  ever  they  might,  withoute  blame, 
E*«cape  awey  withoute  shame, 
In  youthe,  without^^n]  damage 
Or  repreef  of  her  linage, 
Ijosse  of  membre,  sheding  of  blode,     4975 
Perel  of  deth,  or  losse  of  good. 

*  Wost    thou    nought    where    Youthe 
abit, 
That  men  so  preisen  in  her  wit  ? 
With  Delyt  she  halt  sojour, 
For  bothe  they  dwellon  in  00  tour.     4980 
As  longo  as  Youthe  is  in  sesoun, 
They  dwellen  in  oon  mansioun. 
Delyt  of  Youthe  wol  have  servy^e 
To  do  what  so  he  wol  dovyse  ; 
And  Youthe  is  redy  evermore  4985 

For  to  obey,  for  smerte  of  sore, 
Unto  Delyt,  and  him  to  yive 
Hir  servise,  whyl  that  she  may  live. 

'  Where  Elde  abit,  I  wol  thee  telle 
Shortly,  and  no  whyle  dwelle,  4990 

For  thider  bihoveth  thee  to  go. 
If  Deth  in  youthe  thee  not  slo. 
Of  this  journey  thou  maist  not  faile. 
With  hir  Labour  and  Travailo 
Logged  been,  with  Sorwo  and  Wo,     4995 
That  never  out  of  hir  courte  go. 
Peyne  and  Distresse,  Syknesse  and  Ire, 
And  Malenooly,  that  angry  Bire, 
Ben  of  hir  paleys  Benatours ; 


Oroning    and    Grucching,    hir    herber- 
geours,  5000 

The  day  and  night,  hir  to  turment, 
With  cruel  Deth  they  hir  present, 
And  tellen  hir,  erliche  and  late. 
That  Deth  -f-stant  armed  at  hir  gate. 
Than  bringe  they  to  hir  remembraunce 
The  foly  dcdis  of  hir  infaunce,  5006 

Which  causon  hir  to  mourn e  in  wo 
That  Youthe  hath  hir  bigilod  so, 
WTiich  sodoJ^lly  awoy  is  hasted. 
She   fwepeth  the   tjTne   that   she  hath 
wasted,  5010 

Compleyning  of  the  preterit. 
And  the  present,  that  not  abit. 
And  of  hir  olde  vanit^o. 
That,  but  afom  hir  she  may  see 
In  the  future  som  socour,  5015 

To  leggen  hir  of  hir  dolour. 
To  graunt  hir  tyme  of  repentaunce, 
For  hir  sinnes  to  do  penaunce. 
And  at  the  lusto  so  hir  governe 
To  winno  the  joy  that  is  et«rne,  50^0 

Fro  which  go  bakward  Youthe  fhir  made, 
In  vanitee  to  droime  and  wade. 
For  present  tyme  abidith  nought. 
It  is  more  swift  than  any  thought  ; 
So  litel  whyle  it  doth  endure  5025 

That  ther  nis  compte  ne  mesure. 

'  But  how  that  ever  the  game  go. 
Who  list  "thave  joye  and  mirth  also 
Of  love,  bo  it  he  or  she. 
High  or  lowe,  who[so]  it  be,  5030 

In  frujrt  they  shulde  hem  delyte  ; 
Her  part  they  may  not  elles  quyte, 
To  save  hem-silf  in  honestee. 
And  yit  ful  many  oon  I  see 
Of  wimmcn,  sothly  for  to  seyne,  5035 

That  [ay]  desire  and  wolde  fayne 
The  pley  of  love,  they  bo  so  wilde. 
And  not  coveite  to  go  with  childe. 
And  if  with  child  they  bo  perchaunce. 
They  wole  it  holdo  a  gret  mischaunce ; 
But  what-som-ever  wo  they  fele,         5041 
They  wol  not  pleyne,  but  concele  ; 
But-if  it  be  any  fool  or  nyce. 
In  whom  that  shame  hath  no  justyce. 
For  to  delyt  echon  they  drawe,  5045 

That  haunte  this  werk,  bothe  high  and 

lawe. 
Save  flich  that  ar[e]n  worth  right  nought, 
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That  for  money  wnl  be  bought. 


Whan 


love  I 


proiBf 


^an,  though  t>lie  be  wood, 
That  yeveth  hir-iUf  for  any  good. 
For  Utel  shnlde  A  man  telle 
Ofhir,  thnt  wol  hir  body  soUe, 
Be  she  mayde,  be  aho  wyf,  s°SS 

That  qoik  wol  sclle  hir,  by  hir  lyf 
How  fairo  chore  that  cTor  she  make, 
He  is  a  wrocche,  1  nndirtake. 
That  floreth  Bach  one,  for  Bwete  or  «onr, 
Thongh  §he  him  callo  hir  paramonr,  5060 
And  Isngheth  on  him,  and  makith  him 

feeste. 
For  ccrtej-nly  no  anche  [a]  beerto 
To  bo  loi-ed  IB  not  worthy, 
Or  bore  the  name  of  dnite]ry. 
NooD  shnldo  hir  please,  bat  he  were  wood. 
That  wol  dispoile  him  of  his  good.      so66 

^But  she,  for  solace  and  for  pley. 

Hay  a  jewel  or  other  thing 

Take  of  her  loves  free  yeving  ;  5070 

Bnt  that  she  aska  it  in  no  wyse. 

For  drede  of  shame  of  covoitysa. 

And  she  of  hi™  may  htm,  certeyn, 

Withonte  sclaundre,  yaven  ageyn, 

And  joyne  her  hertee  togidre  so  5075 

In  love,  and  take  and  yeve  also. 

Trowe  not  that  I  wolde  hem  twinne. 

Whan  in  her  tovs  ther  it  no  dnne ; 

I  wnl  that  they  togedre  go. 

And  doon  al  that  they  han  ado,  5080 

As  cnrteia  sholde  and  debonaire. 

And  in  her  love  beren  hero  fatro, 

Withonte  vyce,  bothe  he  and  the ; 

Pro  foly  love  +they  kope  hem  dcrs     soSj 
That  brenneth  hertia  with  his  fere ; 
And  that  hor  love,  in  any  wjse. 
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!  sholde  engendrid  be 
Of  trewo  herte,  jost,  and  gocree,  joj 

And  notof  SQch  aa  satto  her  thonght 
To  have  her  loBt,  and  ellis  nooght. 
So  are  they  caught  in  Lovea  lace, 
Truly,  for  bodily  solace. 
Fleshly  delyt  is  so  preeent  509 

With  thee,  that  sette  al  thyn  entsnt, 
Withonte  mora  (what  shnlde  I  glow  f) 


[FuaHSxTl). 

For  to  gete  and  have  the  Booe ; 

Which  makith  thae  eo  mate  and  wood 

That  tboa  deairest  noon  other  good,  jioo 

But  thoa  art  not  an  inohe  the  nerre. 

Bat  ever  abydeit  in  sorwe  and  worre, 

As  in  thy  face  it  ia  sens  ; 

It  makith  tbee  hotho  pale  and  lene ; 

Thy  might,  thy  vertn  goth  away.        jioj 

A  Bory  gest,  in  goode  fky, 

Thon  +herberede»t  Uwm  in  thyn  inne, 

Wherfore  I  rede,  thou  shotte  him  out. 

Or  he  shal  greve  thee,  ont  of  donte;  5110 

For  to  thy  profit  it  wol  tnme. 

If  he  nomoie  with  thee  sojoume. 

In  gret  mischeef  and  sorwe  sonken 

Ben  hertiB,  that  of  love  am  drunken, 

As  thon  peraventore  knowen  shal,      S"S 

Whan  thoa  bait  lo«t  fthy  tyme  a]. 

And  spent  +thy  yonthe  in  ydilnesao, 

In  waate,  and  wofiU  loitinesae ; 

If  thon  maist  live  the  tyme  to  see 

Of  love  for  to  delivered  bo,  sijo 

Thy  tyme  thon  shalt  biwepe  sore 

The  whiche  never  thon  maist  restore. 

(For  tyme  lost,  as  men  may  see. 

For  no-thing  may  recnred  be). 

And  if  thou  scape  yit,  atte  laste,  5115 

Fro  Love,  that  bath  thee  ao  faala 

Knit  and  boonden  la  his  laoe, 

Cert^n,  I  holde  it  but  a  graoa. 

For  many  oon,  as  it  is  seyn. 

Have  lost,  and  ipent  also  in  veyn,      jijo 

In  his  servyge,  withoato  aocoor. 

Body  and  •onle,  good,  and  treeonr, 

1  strengths,  and  eek  richease. 
Of  whicb  they  haddo  never  redrease.' 

Thna  tanght  and  preched  hath  Hesonn, 
Bnt  Love  apilte  hir  eermoun,  5136 

That  was  ao  imped  in  my  thonght, 
That  hir  doctrine  I  sette  at  nought. 

lide  she  never  a  dele. 
That  I  ne  onderBtode  it  welo,  5140 

Word  by  word,  the  mater  aL 
Bat  onto  Love  I  was  ao  thral, 
Which  oallith  over.al  his  piay. 
He  chasith  so  my  thought  -^alway. 
And  holdith  myn  hecte  tmdir  hii  sele, 
Al  tnut  and  trew  as  any  itele  ;  5146 

80  that  no  devocioim 
Ne  hadde  I  in  the  sermonja 


■k^i. 
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Of  dame  Resotm,  ne  of  hir  rede ; 

It  toke  no  sojoor  in  myn  hede.  5150 

For  alle  yede  out  at  oon  ere 

That  in  that  other  she  dide  lere ; 

Folly  on  me  she  lost  hir  lore, 

Hir  speche  me  greved  wondir  sore. 

fThan  onto  hir  for  ire  I  seide,         5155 
For  anger,  as  I  dide  ahraide  : 
*  Dame,  and  is  it  your  wille  algate. 
That  I  not  lovo,  but  that  I  hate 
Alle  men,  as  ye  me  teche? 
For  if  I  do  aftir  your  speche,  5160 

Sith  that  ye  sejm  love  is  not  good, 
Than  must  I  nedis  say  with  mood, 
If  I  it  leve,  in  hatrede  ay 
Liven,  and  voide  love  away 
From  me,  [and  been]  a  sinful  wreoche. 
Hated  of  all  that  [love  that]  tecche.    5166 
I  may  not  go  noon  other  gate, 
For  either  must  I  love  or  hate. 
And  if  I  hate  men  of-newe 
More  than  love,  it  wol  me  rewe,  5170 

As  by  your  preching  semeth  me. 
For  Love  no-thing  ne  proisith  thee. 
Ye  yeve  good  counseil,  sikirly. 
That  prechith  me  al-day,  that  I 
Shnlde  not  Loves  lore  alowe  ;  5175 

He  were  a  fool,  wolde  you  not  trowe ! 
In  speche  also  ye  han  me  taught 
Another  love,  that  knowen  is  naught. 
Which  I  have  herd  you  not  repreve, 
To  love  ech  other  ;  by  your  leve,         5180 
If  ye  wolde  dif^e  it  me, 
I  wolde  gladly  here,  to  see, 
At  the  leest,  if  I  may  lere 
Of  sondiy  loves  the  manere.* 

Eai9on.     ^Certis,    fireend,    a    fool    art 
thou  5185 

Whan  that  thou  no-thing  wolt  allowe 
That  I  [thee]  for  thy  profit  say. 
Yit  wol  I  sey  thee  more,  in  fay ; 
For  I  am  redy,  at  the  leste, 
To  accomplisshe  thy  requeste,  5190 

But  I  not  wher  it  wol  avayle ; 
In  veyne,  perauntre,  I  shal  travayle. 
Love  ther  is  in  sondry  wyse, 
As  I  shal  thee  here  devyse. 
For  som  love  lefbl  is  and  good ;  5195 

I  mene  not  that  which  makith  thee  wood. 
And  bringith  thee  in  many  a  fit, 
And  raviathith  fro  thee  al  thy  wit. 


It  is  so  merveilous  and  que^iit ; 

With  such  love  be  no  more  aqueynt.  $200 

Comment  Baisoun  difflnist 
tAmistie. 

'  Love  of  Frendshipe  also  thor  is. 
Which  makith  no  man  doon  amis, 
Of  wille  knit  bitwixe  two. 
That  wol  not  brake  for  wole  ne  wo ; 
Which  long  is  lykly  to  contune,  5J05 

Whan  wille  and  goodis  ben  in  oomune ; 
Grounded  by  goddis  ordinaunce, 
Hool,  withoute  discordaunce ; 
With  hem  holding  comuntoe 
Of  al  her  goode  in  charitee,  5210 

That  ther  be  noon  excepcioun 
Thurgh  chaunging  of  entencioun ; 
That  ech  helpe  other  at  hir  neede. 
And  wysly  hele  bothe  word  and  dede ; 
Trewe  of  mening,  devoid  of  slouthe,   5215 
For  wit  is  nought  withoute  trouthe ; 
So  that  the  ton  dar  al  his  thought 
Seyn  to  his  freend,  and  spare  nought. 
As  to  him-silf,  without  dreding 
To  be  discovered  by  wreying.  5^20 

For  glad  is  that  conjunccioun. 
Whan  ther  is  noon  suspecioun 
[Ne  lak  in  hem],  whom  thoy  wolde  prove 
That  trew  and  parfit  weren  in  love. 
For  no  man  may  be  amiable,  $22$ 

But-if  he  be  so  ferme  and  stable. 
That  fortune  chaunge  him  not,  ne  blinde. 
But  that  his  freend  alwey  him  findo, 
Bothe  pore  and  riche,  in  oo[n]  [e]state. 
For  if  his  freend,  thurgh  any  gate,     5330 
Wol  oompleyne  of  his  povertee. 
He  shulde  not  byde  so  long,  til  he 
Of  his  helping  him  requere ; 
For  good  deed,  don  [but]  thurgh  prayere, 
Is  sold,  and  bought  to  dero,  y-wls,       5335 
To  hert  that  of  gret  valotir  is. 
For  hert  fulfilled  of  gentilnesse 
Can  y  vel  demene  his  distresse. 
And  man  that  worthy  is  of  name 
To  asken  often  hath  gret  shame.         5240 
A  good  man  brenneth  in  his  thought 
For  shame,  whan  he  axeth  ought. 
He  hath  gret  thought,  and  dredith  ay 
For  his  disese,  whan  he  shal  pray 
His  freend,  lest  that  he  warned  be,    5245 
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Til  that  ho  previ 

But  whao  that  he  hnth  fonndeo  oon 

That  traaty  is  and  trcw  as  Btone, 

Anrl  Ibathl  auaygd  him  at  al, 

And  found  liim  sCedefust  as  a  -wal,      51,1^1 

And  of  hia  frcendship  bo  certpj-ne, 

Ho  6hat  him  ehowo  botbo  joye  luirl  poyne» 

And  al  that  JheJ  dar  thinhp  or  eey, 

Withoiito  ihamp,  as  ho  wcl  msy. 

For  how  Bliulda  lio  aalmmiyl  bo  5155 

Ofsichoonail  toldetheof 

For  whan  ho  woot  liis  Bocrec  Ihonght, 

The  tbridde  shal   kaowe  thor-of   right 

For  twpyn  in  nomhro  ii  bet  than  three 


Ino' 


insol  ni 


For  every  wys  mnn,  ont  of  dm 
Can  kepe  hia  tan^  til  he  sco  n 
And  foolea  ma  not  holde  hir  tt 


d  if  he  I 


Ko  Bhol  na  mochel  him  molests 
As  hia  felow,  for  that  he 
May  not  folilUe  hii  volnntee 
lAs)  folly  aj  he  hath  requered. 
If  fbothe  hcrtis  Love  hnth  feroJ, 
Joy  and  vo  they  ahnl  dopart, 
And  take  evenly  ech  hia  part. 
Half  his  anoy  he  ahal  have  ay, 

rhftt  that  ha  m 


doffl 


Iflo 


vol  dor 


'And  whilom  ofthia  +amil«e  538 

Spak  Tnllioa  in  n  diteo  ; 
f"  A  moD  aholda  mabca  his  reqaeat 
Unto  hia  freond,  that  is  honeat ; 
And  he  goodly  ahulde  it  AilQIle, 
Bnt  it  the  mora  were  out  of  akile,       5191 
And  otherwise  not  graant  therto, 
Except  only  in  fcaaea  two  : 
If  men  his  fraend  to  deth  wolde  diTve, 
Lat  him  be  biaj'  t«  save  hia  lyve. 
Also  if  men  vcdea  him  uaayle,  5191 


iiT^bip  to  make  him  faile, 


Lat  him,  with  fnl  ent 
Hia  dover  doon  in  eol 
That  his  freend  ne  al 
In  thia  two  fcaaes  ui 
Taking  do  kepo  to  aki 
As  forre  as  love  niay  1 
This  oitghbo  no  man  t 
This  love  that  1  have 

that  then  : 


medbe, 


'e  the  t 


mther. 


It  doth  ac 


That  is 

Which  dosyre  is  so  oonstreynod 

That  (it)  is  but  w 

Awcy  fro  trouthe 

For  it  maymoth,  in  many  wys^^ 
Syke  hertis  with  wveityao ; 
Al  in  winning  and  in  profyt 
delyt. 


This 


«  hangetl 


SI'S 


That,  Hit  leae  iiia  hope,  pcrcban 

Of  lucre,  that  lio  is  act  Qpon, 

It  wot  faile,  and  quenche  anon  ; 

For  no  man  may  be  amorous, 

Ne  in  his  living  vertuoos, 

BuHif  J  he  kive  more,  in  mood. 

Men  for  hem-silf  than  fur  hir  good. 

For  love  that  prollt  doth  abyds 

la  fala,  and  bit  not  in  no  tydo.  smj 

[Thia)  love  cometh  of  dame  Fortnne, 

That  litel  whyla  wol  eontune  ; 

For  it  ahal  chaongen  wonder  sone, 

And  take  eclips  right  as  the  mone, 

Whan  +ahe  is  from  na  [y>let  SJ35 

ThnrRh  erthe.  that  bitwiza  ia  aet 

The  Sonne  and  hir,  aa  it  may  falls. 

Be  it  ia  party,  or  in  alio ; 

The  shadowe  makoth  her  bemis  merke. 

And  hir  homes  U>  shewe  derke,  5.t4<i 

That  part  where  she  hath  lost  ftbe  ly^t 

Of  Phebua  fully,  and  the  sight ; 

the  ahadowe  ia  overpast, 
umined  ageyn  aa  faate,         5^144 
fThurgh  brIgbtueaH  of  the  aonne  hemes 
Ttiat  yeveth  to  hir  a^eyn  hir  lames. 
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That  love  is  ri^ht  of  sich  natxire  ; 

Now  is  [it]  fair,  and  now  obscure, 

Now  bright,  now  clipsy  of  manere, 

And  whylom  dim,  and  whylom  clere.  5350 

As  sono  as  Poverte  ginneth  take, 

With  mantel  and  [with]  wedis  blake 

[It]  hidith  of  Love  the  light  awcy, 

That  into  night  it  tumeth  day ; 

It  may  not  see  Richesse  shyne  5355 

Til  the  blakke  shadowes  fjme. 

For,  whan  Richesse  shyneth  bright. 

Love  recovereth  ageyn  his  light ; 

And  whan  it  failith,  he  wol  flit, 

And  as  she  fgroweth,  so  groweth  it.  5360 

'  Of  this  love,  here  what  I  sey  : — 
The  riche  men  are  loved  ay, 
And  namely  tho  that  sx>arand  bene. 
That  wol  not  wasshe  hir  hertes  clone 
Of  tho  filthe,  nor  of  the  vyco  5365 

Of  gredy  brenning  avaryce. 
The  riche  man  ful  fond  is,  y-wis, 
That  woneth  that  he  loved  is. 
If  that  his  herte  it  tindirstood, 
It  is  not  he,  it  is  his  good  ;  5370 

He  may  wel  witen  in  his  thought. 
His  good  is  loved,  and  he  right  nought. 
For  if  he  be  a  nigard  eke, 
Men  wole  not  sette  by  him  a  leke, 
But  hat<*n  him  ;  this  is  the  soth.  5375 

Lo,  what  profit  his  catel  doth  ! 
Of  every  man  that  may  him  see. 
It  geteth  him  nought  but  enmitee. 
But  he  amende  -f-him  of  that  vyce. 
And  knowe  him-silf,  he  is  not  wys.     5380 

*  Certis,  he  shulde  ay  freendly  be, 
To  gete  him  love  also  ben  free, 
Or  ellis  he  is  not  wyse  ne  sage 
No  more  than  is  a  gote  ramage. 
That  he  not  loveth,  his  dede  proveth, 
Whan  he  his  richesse  so  wel  loveth,  5386 
That  he  wol  hyde  it  ay  and  spare. 
His  pore  freendis  seen  forfare  ; 
To  kepe  ^dt  ay  is  his  purpose, 
Til  for  drede  his  eyen  close,  5390 

And  til  a  wikked  deth  him  take ; 
Him  hadde  lever  asondre  shake, 
And  late  fhis  limes  asondre  ryve, 
Than  leve  his  richesse  in  his  lyve. 
He  thenkith  parte  it  with  no  man  ;    5395 
Certayn,  no  love  is  in  him  than. 
How  shulde  love  within  him  be, 


Whan  in  his  herte  is  no  pite  ? 

That  ho  trespassoth,  wel  I  wat. 

For  ech  man  knowith  his  estut ;  5400 

For  wel  him  foughte  bo  reproved 

That  loveth  nought,  no  is  not  loved. 

'  But  sith  we  am  to  Fortune  comen, 
And  fhan  our  sermoun  of  hir  nomen, 
A  wondir  wil  I  telle  thee  now,  5405 

Thou  hordist  never  sich  oon,  I  trow. 
I  not  whor  thou  mo  leven  shal. 
Though  sothfastnesso  it  be  fin  al. 
As  it  is  writ^n,  and  is  sooth, 
That  unto  men  more  profit  doth  5410 

Tho  fro  ward  Fortune  and  contrairo, 
Than  the  swote  and  debonaire  : 
And  if  thee  thinke  it  is  doutable, 
It  is  thurgh  argument  provable. 
For  the  debonaire  and  softe  5415 

Falsith  and  bigylith  ofte  ; 
For  licho  a  moder  she  can  cherishe 
And  milken  as  doth  a  norys  ; 
And  of  hir  goode  to  fhem  doles, 
And  yeveth  fhem  part  of  her  joweles, 
With  grete  richesse  and  dignitee  ;      5421 
And  hem  she  hoteth  stabilitee 
In  a  state  that  is  not  stable, 
But  chaunging  ay  and  variable  ; 
And  fedith  -j-hem  with  glorie  veyne,   5425 
And  worldly  blisse  noncert^yno. 
Whan  she  "l-hem  settith  on  hir  whole, 
Than  wene  they  to  bo  right  wclo, 
And  in  so  stable  state  withalle. 
That  never  they  wene  lor  to  falle.       5430 
And  whan  they  set  so  high[c]  be, 
They  wene  to  have  in  certeintee 
Of  hertly  frendis  fso  grot  noumbre. 
That  no-thing  mighte  her  stat  encombre  ; 
They  truste  hem  so  on  every  syde,      5435 
Wening  with  fhem  they  wolde  abyde 
In  every  perel  and  mischaunce, 
Withoute  chaunge  or  variaunce, 
Bothe  of  catol  and  of  good  ; 
And  also  for  to  spende  hir  blood         5440 
And  alle  hir  membris  for  to  spille, 
Only  to  fulfille  hir  wille. 
They  maken  it  hole  in  many  wyse, 
And  hoten  hem  hir  ful  servyse, 
How  sore  that  it  do  hem  smerte,         5445 
Into  hir  very  naked  sherte  ! 
Herte  and  al,  so  hole  they  yeve, 
For  the  tyxne  that  they  may  live, 
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Bo  that,  with  her  flatoryo, 

They  maken  foolia  gloritlye  s^SO 

Of  hir  wordU  [grsetj  (polling, 

And  han  -^bere-of  a  rejojung, 

And  trowfl  horn  ag  tho  Kvimgyle ; 

And  it  it  al  ialflhoed  and  gyl% 

Aa  they  ihal  aftorwarde[»]  aeo,  stsS 

WhOD  they  arn  falle  in  povartoo, 

And  been  of  good  and  cstel  bare ; 

Thaa    Bholde   they   hsu   who    freendia 

For  of  en  hnndred,  corteynly, 

Nor  of  a  thoosand  fal  scarsly,  5460 

If  a  ahal  thoy  fynilo  nnnothia  oon, 

Whan  poreriee  ii  comen  apoD. 

For  tthia  Fortono  that  I  of  telle, 

With  men  whan  hir  lost  to  dwelle, 

MaUth  hem  to  lem  hii  ooniiannoe,    5465 

'  But  frownrd  Fortune  and  perverM, 
Whan  high  eatatis  aha  doth  reverse, 
And  maketh  hem  to  tomble  doan 
Of  hir  whole,  -with  aodoyn  tonm,         5(70 
And  from  hir  richease  doth  ham  floe, 
And  plongeth  horn  in  povartoo. 
As  a  itepmoder  anvyona, 
And  ieyeth  a  phutre  dolorona 
Unto  her  hertii,  wounded  egro,  H75 

Which  ifl  not  tempred  with  vino^ro, 
Bat  with  povcrte  and  indigence, 
fShe  ahewstb,  by  experience. 
That  she  ii  Fortune  verely 
In  whom  no  man  iholde  affy,  54S0 

Hot  in  hir  yelti*  have  flaunco, 

Thoa  can  aha  makeu  high  and  lowo. 

Whan  they  from  richesae  ar[e)n  throwe. 

Fully  to  knowen,  withonten  wera,      5483 

Freend  of  feffect,  and  freend  of  chore ; 

And  which  in  love  wareo  trew  and  atabla, 

And  whiche  alao  weran  rariabla, 

After  Fortune,  hir  goddoaae. 

In  poverte,  outher  in  richeaao ;  5490 

For  al  +aho  yevoth,  ont  of  drede, 

Unhappa  bersvelh  it  in  dode  ; 

For  Infortune  flat  not  oon 

Of  fVeendia,  whan  Fortune  is  goon  ; 

I  mono  tho  freandia  that  vol  flea       5495 

Anoon  aa  antteth  poTartee, 

And  yit  they  »ol  not  lere  hem  ao, 

But  in  ech  plaoe  where  they  go 


liahappe  ham  diffame. 


And,  I 

Prataudith  most  of  atablen 

Whan  that  they  aawe  him  sot  onlofte, 

And  waren  of  him  aocoured  otte, 

And  most  y-holpe  in  al  hir  node  :        5505 

But  now  they  take  no  maner  hede. 

But  leyn,  In  voice  of  flaterye. 

That  now  apperith  bir  folye, 

Over^  where-so  they  fore, 

And  ainge,  "  Go,  farewel  feldefare."    5510 

Alia  BOohs  fi-eendis  1  beihrawe. 

For  of  [the]  trewe  thsr  ha  to  fewo ; 

Bat  aotbfast  freondia,  what  aa  bityde. 

In  eveiy  fortune  wolon  abyde  ; 

They  han  bir  hartia  in  auche  nobleaae 

That  they  nil  love  for  no  richeaao ;      ,^516 

Mor,  for  that  Fortune  may  hem  sonde, 

They  wolen  ham  Boooare  and  defends  ; 

And  chaungfl  for  soRe  ne  for  sore. 

For  who  ia  freend,  loveth  evermore,    sjm 

Though  mendrawa  award  bia  fraand  to  alo. 


[0  may  not  be 
But,  in  [tho]  CO 


9  that  I  al 


With  to 
Thurgh  vanemon 


onding,  aa  fclonn. 


<ol  gon  hia  way, 
For  no-thing  grave  him  more  na  may ; 
And  for  nought  ellia  wol  he  floe,  ig}! 

If  that  he  love  in  atabiUtee. 
And  certeyn,  he  ia  wel  bigoon 
Among  a  thoosand  that  tyndith  oon. 
For  ther  may  bo  no  richeaao,  55.15 

Agoyna  fVandahip,  of  worthjnesae; 
For  it  na  may  ao  high  atteigne 
Aa  may  the  valoure,  sooth  to  seyne. 
Of  bim  that  loveth  trew  and  wel ; 
Frsndahip  is  mora  than  is  cateL  5.;4ii 

For  fi-eend  in  court  ay  better  is 
Than  pony  in  [hia]  purs,  certia ; 
And  Fortune,  miahapping. 
Whan  npon  men  she  ia  ^falling, 
Thorgh  miitnming  of  hir  chaunoe,    5545 
And  fcaateth  hem  onte  of  balaunea. 
She  makith,  thurgh  hir  a( 
Uen  ftal  oleerly  for  to  aea 
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Him  that  is  freend  in  ezistenoe 

From  him  that  is  by  apparence.  5550 

For  Infortnne  makith  anoon 

To  knowe  thy  freendifl  fro  thy  foon, 

By  experience,  right  as  it  ia  ; 

The  which  is  more  to  preyse,  y-wis, 

Than  f  is  miche  richesse  and  tresour  ; 

For  more  -f-doth  profit  and  valour       5556 

Poverte,  and  snch  adversiteef 

Bifore  than  doth  prosperitee  ; 

For  the  toon  yeveth  conisaonce, 

And  the  tother  ignoraunce.  5560 

*  And  thus  in  poverte  is  in  dede 
Troathe  declared  fro  falsehede  ; 
For  feynte  frendis  it  wol  declare, 
And  trcwo  also,  what  wey  they  fare. 
For  whan  he  was  in  his  richesse,         5565 
These  frecndis,  fol  of  donblenesse, 
Off  rid  him  in  many  wyse 
Hert  and  body,  and  servyse. , 
What  wolde  he  than  ha  fyeve  to  ha 

bought 
To  knowen  openly  her  thonght,  5570 

That  he  now  hath  so  clerly  seen  ? 
Tbe  lusse  bigyled  he  sholde  have  been 
And  he  hodde  than  perceyvcd  it. 
Bat  richesse  nold  not  late  him  wit. 
Wei  more  avaontage  doth  him  than,  5575 
Sith  that  it  makith  him  a  wys  man. 
The  greet  mischeef  that  he  freceyveth, 
Than  doth  richesse  that  him  deceyveth. 
Richesse  riche  ne  makith  nought 
Him  that  on  tresour  set  his  thought ; 
For  richesse  stont  in  suffisaunce  5581 

And  no-thing  in  habnndaunce  ; 
For  suffisaunce  al-only 
Makith  men  to  live  richely. 
For  he  that  hath  [but]  miches  tweyne, 
Ne  [more]  value  in  his  demeigne,         5586 
Livcth  more  at  ese,  and  more  is  riche, 
Than  doth  he  that  is  [so]  chiche, 
And  in  his  bem  hath,  soth  to  seyn, 
An  hundred  -f-muwis  of  whete  grrejm,  5590 
Though  he  be  chapman  or  marohaunt, 
And  have  of  golde  many  besaunt. 
For  in  the  geting  he  hath  such  wo, 
And  in  the  keping  drede  also, 
An<l  set  evermore  his  bisyncsso  5595 

For  to  encrese,  and  not  to  lesse, 
For  to  augment  and  multiply. 
And  though  on  hepis  fit  lye  him  by, 


Yit  never  shal  make  his  richrase 

Asseth  unto  his  gredinesse.  5600 

But  the  povre  that  recchith  nought. 

Save  of  his  lyflode,  in  his  thought, 

Which  that  he  gotith  with  his  travailc. 

He  dredith  nought  that  it  shal  faile, 

Though  he  have  lytel  worldis  good,    5605 

Mete  and  drinke,  and  esy  food, 

Upon  his  travel  and  living. 

And  also  suffisaunt  clothing. 

Or  if  in  syknesse  that  ho  folle. 

And  lothe  mete  and  drink  withalle,   5610 

Though  he  have  nought,  his  mete  to  by, 

He  shal  bithinko  him  hastely. 

To  putte  him  out  of  al  daunger. 

That  ho  of  mete  hath  no  mister  ; 

Or  that  he  may  with  litol  eke  5O15 

Be  founden,  whyl  that  ho  is  seke  ; 

Or  that  men  shul  him  fbere  in  hast, 

To  live,  til  his  syknesse  be  x^ast. 

To  somme  maysondewe  bisyde  ;  5O19 

Ho  cast  nought  what  shal  him  bityde. 

He  thenkith  nought  that  ever  he  shal 

Into  any  syknesse  falle. 

*■  And  though  it  falle,  as  it  may  be, 
That  al  betyme  spare  shal  he 
As  mochel  as  shal  to  him  sufTyce,        5625 
Whyl  he  is  syke  in  any  wyse. 
He  doth  [it],  for  that  he  wol  be 
Content  with  his  povertee 
Withoute  nede  of  any  man. 
So  miche  in  litel  have  he  can,  5630 

He  is  apayed  with  his  fortune  ; 
And  for  he  nil  bo  importune 
Unto  no  wight,  ne  onerous, 
Nor  of  hir  goodcs  coveitous  ; 
Therfore  he  spareth,  it  may  wel  been, 
His  pore  estat  for  to  susteno.  5636 

*  Or  if  him  lust  not  for  to  spare, 
But  suffrith  forth,  as  nought  ne  ware, 
Atte  last  it  hapneth,  as  it  may. 
Right  unto  his  laste  day,  5640 

And  ftaketh  the  world  as  it  wolde  bo  ; 
For  ever  in  herte  thenkith  he. 
The  soncr  that  [the]  deeth  him  slo, 
To  paradys  the  soner  go 
He  shal,  there  for  to  live  in  blisse,      5645 
Where  that  he  shal  no  good  misse. 
Thider  he  hopith  god  shal  him  sende 
Aftir  his  wrecchid  lyves  ende. 
Fictagoras  himsilf  reherses, 
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In  ■  bCNik  that  the  Golden  Verma       5650 

It  olepid,  for  the  nobilitee 

Of  the  hnnonnitle  ditee  :— 

"  Than,  whan  thnn  gort  thy  body  1^, 

Tree  in  tha  eir  thoa  limit  np  go, 

And  leren  al  hnnuuiitee,  5 

And  purely  li»o  in  deitoe." — 

He  ia  K  fool,  withonten  were, 

That  trowith  have  hii  connCre  here. 

That  may  then  olerkia  ao;n  and  see  51 
In  Boeoe  of  ConBolacinnn, 
Where  it  a  maked  menoionn 
Of  onr  conntree  pleyn  at  tho  oye, 
By  teching  of  philoeophye, 
Where  lewid  men  might  lere  wit,       j 
Who-so  that  wolde  translatsn  it. 
If  he  be  lich  that  can  wel  Uve 


Aflir 
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And  not  deiyreth  more  to  have, 
That  may  fro  povertee  him  gave  : 


It  no  man  wrecched,  lint  he  it  weue, 
Be  he  king,  knight,  or  ribaad. 
And  many  a  rifaaud  is  mery  and  baud. 
That  swinklth,  and  bcrith,  bothe  day  and 
ni«ht,  J67S 

Many  a  bnrtben  of  grot  might. 

For  he  snifritli  in  pacienM. 
They  langb  and  daanco,  trippeoudBinge, 
And  ley  not  np  for  her  lining.  5680 

Bnt  in  tho  tavern  al  diependith 
The  winning  that  god  hem  Bendith. 
Than  goth  he,  fardels  for  to  bero, 
With  u  good  chere  aa  he  dide  ere  ; 
To  awinke  and  tiareile  he  not  feycith. 
For  for  to  Tobben  he  diMleyuith  ;        56S6 
Bat  right  anoon,  aftir  hie  swicke, 
He  goth  to  tavern  for  to  dricke. 
Alls  theu  ar  rinhe  in  abondaance, 
That  can  thne  have  nifflunncfl  .s6go 

Aj  god  nel  kumrith,  wiihoate  were. 

Shol  never  for  richesse  rirhe  bee, 

Bat  oyermo™  pore  and  indigent,        5695 

Scarce,  and  gredy  in  liia  entent. 

Ther  may  no  marchnnnt  lire  at  eso ; 
Hia  harta  in  aich  a  fwere  ia  set, 


[FuaiiEfT  B. 

That  it  qnlk  hrenneth  [more]  to  get,  5700 

No  never  ahal  ^nongh  have  gcton  ; 

Thongh  he  have  gold  in  gerncra  yeten. 

For  to  be  nedy  he  drodith  aore. 

Whorfore  to  geten  more  and  more 

He  aet  hie  herte  and  hia  desire ;  5705 

So  bote  he  bronnith  in  the  fire 

Of  eoveitiae,  that  makith  him  wood 

To  parohase  other  mennea  good. 

Ha  ondirfongith  a  gret  pcyno. 

That  nudirtakith  to  drinke  np  Seyat ; 

For  the  more  ho  drinkith,  ay  571  r 

The  more  he  leveth,  tho  aoth  to  say. 

fThii  ig  the  thnrst  of  fiOs  gating, 

That  last  ever  in  coveiting. 

And  the  angniaahe  and  distresae  .>;7I5 

With  the  fire  of  gredineaae. 

Sho  fighteth  with  him  ay,  and  stryvoth, 

That  hia  horte  aaondre  ryvolh  ; 

Such  grediDossa  him  assay  lit  h. 

That  whan  he  most  hath,  most  he  fsj'lith. 

*  Phisiciens  and  advocat^-a  57J1 

Oon  right  by  tho  same  yatea  ; 
They  aelle  bir  Boleoco  for  winning. 
And  hannto  hir  crane  for  greet  goting. 
Hir  winning  is  of  sQch  swotaoBse,        J7JJ 
That  if  a  man  falls  in  sikenesso, 
They  ore  tnl  glad,  for  hir  encreae  ; 
For  by  hir  wille,  withoute  leea, 
Everiehe  roan  shnldo  bo  aeko,  ,^719 

And  thoogh  they  dye,  the.v  set  not  a  leke. 
AOer,  whan  they  the  gold  have  take, 
Fnl  litel  care  for  hem  they  make. 
Thej-  wolde  that  fourty  were  aeko  at  onia, 
Ye,  two  hundred,  in  flesh  and  bonia. 
And  yit  two  thonaand,  aa  I  geaae,        5735 
For  to  encreaen  her  rich  ease. 
They  wol  not  worchen,  in  no  wyae, 
Bnt  for  lucro  and  coveityse  ; 
For  fyayk  ginneth  flrat  by  fu, 
Tho  fyBycien  also  aotholy  1  STV 

And  Bithen  it  goth  fro  /y  to  fay ; 
To  tmats  on  hem,  it  ig  foly  ; 
For  they  nU,  in  no  manor  gree, 
Do  right  noaght  for  charltee. 

'  Kke  in  the  same  secte  are  set         5745 
Alio  tho  that  preehen  for  to  get 


andri 


in  greet  diatrosae. 
That  folk  [ne]  live  not  holily. 
Bnt  ttbovan  al,  apeoialy, 
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Sich  as  prechen  [for]  v^ynglorie, 

And  toward  god  have  no  memoriei 

Bat  forth  as  ypocrites  trace, 

And  to  her  sonles  deth  porchaoe, 

And  outward  fshewcn  holjmesse,        5755 

Though  they  be  fhlle  of  cnrsidnesse. 

Not  liche  to  the  apostles  twelve, 

Th^  decesrve  other  and  hem-selve ; 

Bigyled  is  the  gyler  than. 

For  preching  of  a  cursed  man,  5760 

Though  [it]  to  other  may  profyte, 

Himsilf  availeth  not  a  myto ; 

For  oft  good  predicaoioun 

Cometh  of  evel  entencioun. 

To  him  not  vailith  his  preching,  5765 

Al  helpe  he  other  with  his  teching  ; 

For  whore  they  good  ensaumple  take, 

There  is  he  with  v^ynglorie  shake. 

*  But  lat  us  loven  these  prechoures. 
And  speke  of  hem  that  in  her  toures  5770 
Hepe  up  her  gold,  and  faste  shette, 
And  sore  theron  her  herte  sette. 
They  neither  love  god,  ne  drede 
They  kepe  more  than  it  is  nede, 
And  in  her  bag^^  sore  it  binde,  5775 

Out  of  the  Sonne,  and  of  the  winde  ; 
Th^  putte  up  more  than  nede  ware, 
Whan  they  seen  pore  folk  forfare. 
For  hunger  dye,  and  for  cold  quake  ; 
God  can  wel  vengeaunce  therof  take.  5780 
fThree  gret  misoheves  hem  assailith. 
And  thus  in  gadring  ay  travaylith  ; 


With  moche  peyne  thoy  winne  rinhesso  ; 

And  drede  hem  holdith  in  distresse. 

To  kepe  that  they  gadre  faste  ;  5785 

With  sorwe  they  leve  it  at  the  laste  ; 

With  sorwe  they  bothe  dye  and  live. 

That  fto  richesse  her  hortis  yive. 

And  in  defauto  of  love  it  is, 

As  it  shewith  ful  wel,  y-wis.  5790 

For  if  these  gredy,  the  sothe  to  seyn, 

Loveden,  and  were  loved  ageyn. 

And  good  love  regned  over-alle. 

Such  wikkidnesse  ne  shulde  falle ; 

But  he  shulde  yeve  that  most  good  had 

To  hem  that  weren  in  nede  bistad,     5796 

And  live  withoute  fals  usure. 

For  charitee  ful  clene  and  pure. 

If  they  hem  yeve  to  goodnesse. 

Defending  hem  from  ydelnesse,  5800 

In  al  this  world  than  pore  noon 

We  shulde  finde,  I  trowe,  not  oon. 

But  chaunged  is  this  world  unstable  ; 

For  love  is  over-al  vendable. 

We  see  that  no  man  loveth  now         5805 

Bat  for  winning  and  for  prow  ; 

And  love  is  thralled  in  servage 

Whan  it  is  sold  for  avauntage  ; 

Yit  wommen  wol  hir  bodies  sells  ;      5809 

Suche  soules  goth  to  the  devel  of  hello.' 

[Here  endt  1.  5170  of  the  F.  text.  A 
great  gap  follows.  The  next  line  an^ 
awera  to  1.  10717  cf  the  aame.] 
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Whan  Love  had  told  hem  lus  entente, 

The  baronage  to  councel  wente  ; 

In  many  sentences  they  fiUe, 

And  dyirersly  they  seide  hir  wille  : 

But  aftir  discord  they  accorded,  5815 

And  hir  accord  to  Love  recorded. 

*  Sir,'  seiden  they,  '  we  been  at  oon, 

By  even  accord  of  everichoon. 

Out-take  Bichesse  al-only. 

That  sworen  hath  ful  hauteynly,         5820 

That  she  the  castel  fnil  assailc, 

Ne  smyte  a  stroke  in  this  bataile. 

With  dart,  ne  mace,  spere,  ne  knyf. 


For  man  that  speketh  or  bereth  the  lyf. 

And  blameth  your  empryse,  y-wis,      5825 

And  from  our  boost  departed  is, 

(At  leeste  wey,  as  in  this  plyte,) 

So  hath  she  this  man  in  dispjrte  ; 

For  she  seith  he  ne  loved  hir  never. 

And  therfor  she  wol  hate  him  ever.    583a 

For  he  wol  gadre  no  tresore. 

He  hath  hir  wrath  for  evermore. 

He  agilte  hir  never  in  other  caas, 

Lo,  hero  al  hoolly  his  trespas  ! 

She  seith  wel,  that  this  other  day       5855 

He  asked  hir  leve  to  goon  the  way 
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Tba,t  u  olepid  To-moche-Yovine. 

For  who  that  dredeth  sire  ne  dame 

And  ipalc  ftil  fiure  in  hi»  proj-ing  ; 

Shal  it  abye  in  body  or  name. 

But  wlmn  hs  praydo  hir.  pore  wu  he, 

And,  natholee,  yit  oonne  we 

Therfore  the  wuracd  him  tho  entree. 

S840 

Sende  after  hir,  if  nedo  be  ;                   5890 

No  yit  i>  ho  not  thriven  eo 

And  were  ahe  nigh,  she  eomen  woldo, 

That  ho  httth  geten  a  peny  or  two, 

I  trowe  that  no-thing  might  bir  holde. 

That  qoitly  is  hia  owno  in  hold. 

■  My  modor  ia  of  greet  prowease  ; 

ThQB  bath  RichoBen  us  aUe  told  ; 

And  whan  BiohoMo  n*  this  rc«fded 

satj 

That  cost  bath  many  a  pound  or  this,  589; 

Witbouten  hir  we  b«n  ncoorded. 

And  yit  men  eeide  it  was  my  dede  ; 

That  FalBO-Sftmblant  and  AbBtinann 

00, 

But  I  come  never  in  that  elode  ; 

With  alls  tba  folk  of  hir  baUilo, 

Ne  mo  ne  lyketh,  eo  mote  1  thoo, 

Sholle  at  the  hinder  gato  asiieylo. 

5850 

Such  ttonres  take  withonte  me.           5400 

That  Wikhid.Tungo  hath  in  keping 

For-wby  mo  thenketh  that,  in  no  wysc. 

With  his  NnrmnuB,  falle  of  iangling 

It  may  ben  cleped  but  marchBoUise. 

And  wiih  hem  Cartoaio  and  Lnreoese, 

'  Go  bye  a  courser,  blak  or  whylo. 

That  .hullo  ahewo  hir  hardinowe 

And  pay  thertbr  ;  than  art  thou  quylft 

To  tho  oldo  wyf  that  tkepeth  eo  horde 

Pair- Welcoming  within  her  WMdc 

SSS6 

Nb  thon  him,  whan  thou  (hastj  it  bought. 

Than  shal  Dpljte  and  Wel-HcIingB 

I  wol  not  seUing  clepo  yeving.              SV"? 

Fonde  Shamo  adoun  to  bringo ; 

With  h1  hir  boost,  erly  and  late. 

Hero  lyth  no  thank,  no  no  merjte, 

Thoy  Bhulk  assatlen  fthilke  gate. 

5860 

That  oon  goth  from  that  other  al  qnylc. 

AgHj-nos  Dredo  ahiU  Haniinesao 

Aaanyle,  and  also  SikenioBoo, 

For,  whan  his  hors  is  in  tho  stable, 

With  al  the  folk  of  hir  leding. 

He  may  it  eelle  agoyn,  pardee, 

That  never  wist  what  was  flcing. 

And  winne  on  it,  snch  hap  mey  be  ; 

'  Praimehj-se  ahal  fighlo,  and  eok  Pitee, 

Al  may  the  man  not  1«B,  y-wia,           j^ij 

With  Dnunger  ftil  of  croolloo. 

5(166 

For  at  the  leest  the  skin  ia  hie. 

Thna  is  your  boost  ordej^ed  wel ; 

Orelles,ifitBohityde 

Donn  ihal  tho  cnatel  every  del, 

That  he  wol  kepo  hie  bora  to  ryde. 

If  evericho  do  bis  entente. 

Yit  is  he  lord  ay  ofhis  hors. 

So  that  Venos  be  presente. 

^70 

Bat  thilke  chaffare  is  wel  wore,           59m 

Tour  modor,  ful  of  vassalage. 

There  Venus  entremeteth  nought ; 

That  can  y-nough  of  such  usage  ; 

For  who-«o  BQcb  chaffare  bath  bought, 

Witbouten  bir  may  no  wight  spede 

He  ahal  not  worchen  so  wysly, 

ThU  work,  neither  for  word  no  dede 

That  be  ne  sbul  lose  al  ontorly 

Therforo  is  good  j-o  for  hir  sonde, 

.sStS 

Botbe  hia  money  and  hia  ehaffare ;      5915 

For  tbnrgh  hir  may  thU  werk  amende.' 

But  tho  seller  of  the  ware 

Amour.     'Lordinges,  my    modor 

the 

The  prys  and  profit  have  shal. 

Certoyn,  tbe  byer  sbal  leee  al ; 

For  he  no  can  so  dere  it  bye 

Ni.  not  [at]  ol  at  my  willing. 

To  have  lordship  and  ful  maistiye,      5930 

No  dot h  not  el  my  desyring. 

5880 

No  have  power  to  make  letting 

Tit  can  she  som-tyme  doon  labour, 

Neither  for  yift  ne  for  procbing. 

Whan  that  hir  lust,  in  my  soconr, 

That  of  bis  chaffare,  maugre  his, 

+A1  my  nedoa  for  to  acbove, 

Another  shal  have  as  mocho,  y.wis. 

But  now  I  thonke  hir  not  to  grove. 

If  be  wol  yeve  as  mocho  as  ho,              593; 

Hy  moder  ia  she,  and  of  chiUhode 

J88s 

Of  what  oontroy  ao  that  he  be  ; 

I  bathe  worabipe  hir,  end  eok  drode 

Or  for  right  nought,  lo  bappe  may. 

FkAQMnrr  C] 
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If  he  can  flater  hir  to  hir  paj. 
Ben  than  snche  marchannts  wyse  ? 
No,  but  fooles  in  every  "wyse,  5940 

Whan  they  bye  snch  thing  wilfully, 
Ther-as  they  lese  her  good  fiully. 
But  natheles,  this  dar  I  saye, 
My  moder  is  not  wont  to  paye, 
For  she  is  neither  so  fool  ne  nyce,       5945 
To  entremete  hir  of  sich  vyce. 
But  truste  wel,  he  shal  paye  al, 
That  repento  of  his  bargeyn  shal, 
^Tian  Poverte  put  him  in  distresse, 
A I  were  he  scoler  to  Richesse,  5950 

That  is  for  me  in  gret  yeming, 
Whan  she  assenteth  to  my  willing. 
*  But,  [by]  my  moder  seint  Venus, 
And  by  hir  fader  Satumus, 
That  hir  engendrid  by  his  lyf,  5955 

But  not  upon  his  wedded  wyf ! 
Yit  wol  I  more  unto  you  swere, 
To  make  this  thing  the  si^urere  ; 
Now  by  that  feith,  and  that  fleautee 
i  I  owe  to  alle  my  brethren  free,  59^ 

Of  which  ther  nis  wight  under  heven 
That  can  her  fad  res  names  neven. 
So  dyvers  and  so  many  ther  be 
That  with  my  moder  have  be  privee  ! 
Yit  woldo  I  swere,  for  sikemesse,        5965 
The  i)olo  of  hello  to  my  witnesse. 
Now  drinke  I  not  this  yeer  clarreo, 
If  that  I  lye,  or  forsworn  bo  ! 
(For  of  the  goddes  the  usage  is. 
That  who-so  him  forswereth  amis,      5970 
Shal  that  yeer  drinke  no  clarree). 
Kow  have  I  sworn  y-nough,  pardoo  ; 
If  I  forswore  me,  than  am  I  lorn. 
But  I  wol  never  be  forsworn. 
Sith  Richesse  hath  me  failed  hero,      5975 
She  shal  abye  that  trespas  fdere, 
At  leeste  wey,  but  [she]  hir  armo 
With  swerd,  or  sparth,  or  gisarmc. 
For  certes,  sith  sho  loveth  not  me. 
Fro  thilke  tyino  that  she  may  see       5980 
The  castel  and  the  tour  to-shake, 
In  sory  tyme  she  shal  awake. 
If  I  may  grype  a  riche  man, 
I  shal  BO  pulle  him,  if  I  can, 
That  he  shal,  in  a  fewe  stoundes,        5985 
Lese  aUe  his  markes  and  his  poundes. 
I  shal  him  make  his  pens  outslinge, 
Bnt-^if]  they  in  his  gemer  springe  ; 


Our  maydens  shal  eek  plukke  him  so, 
That  him  shal  neden  fetheres  mo,       5990 
And  make  him  selle  his  lond  to  spcnde. 
But  he  the  bet  cunne  him  defende. 

*  Pore  men  han  maad  hir  lord  of  me  ; 
Although  they  not  so  mighty  be. 
That  they  may  fede  me  in  delyt,  5995 

I  wol  not  have  hem  in  despyt. 
Xo  good  man  hateth  hem,  as  I  gesso  ; 
For  chinche  and  foloun  is  Richesse, 
That  so  can  chase  hem  and  dispyse. 
And  hem  defoule  in  sondry  wyse.        6000 
Tliey  loven  ful  bet,  so  god  me  spede. 
Than  doth  the  riche,  chinchy  f  gnede, 
And  been,  in  good  feith,  more  stable 
And  trewer,  and  more  serviable  ; 
And  therfore  it  suffyseth  me  6005 

Hir  goode  herte,  and  hir  f  leautee. 
They  han  on  me  set  al  hir  thought, 
And  therfore  I  forgote  hem  nought. 
I  "fn^rolde  hem  bringe  in  greet  noblesse, 
If  that  I  were  god  of  Richesse,  6010 

As  I  am  god  of  Love,  sothly. 
Such  routhe  upon  hir  plejTit  have  I. 
Therfore  I  must  his  socour  be. 
That  peyneth  him  to  serven  me  ; 
For  if  he  deyde  for  love  of  this,  6015 

Than  semeth  in  me  no  love  ther  is.' 

'  Sir,'  seido  they,  '  sooth  is,  every  del, 
That  ye  reherce,  and  we  wot  wel 
Thilk  oth  to  lioldo  is  resonable  ; 
For  it  is  good  and  covenuble,  6020 

That  ye  on  riche  men  han  sworn. 
For,  sir,  this  wot  wo  wel  bifom  ; 
If  riche  men  doon  you  homage. 
That  is  as  ftwles  doon  outrage  ; 
But  ye  shul  not  forsworen  be,  6025 

Ne  let  therfore  to  drinke  clarree. 
Or  piment  makcd  fresh  and  nowe. 
Ladyes  shulle  hem  such  pepir  brewe, 
If  that  they  falle  into  hir  laas. 
That  they  for  wo  mo  wo  seyn  '  Alias  ! ' 
Ladyes  shuln  over  so  curteis  be,  6031 

That  they  shal  quyte  your  oth  al  free. 
Ne  seketh  never  other  vicaire, 
For  they  shal  speke  with  hem  so  faire 
That  ye  shal  holde  you  payed  ful  wol. 
Though  ye  you  medle  never  a  del.      6036 
Lat  ladies  worche  with  hir  thiiigcs. 
They  shal  hem  telle  so  fele  tydinges. 
And  moeve  hem  eke  so  many  roquestis 


6i 

By  eaUay,  tbat  not  boaeit  ii,  604D 

And  tbert«  yeve  hem  nch  thankingea, 
Wliali  with  kissing,  sad  with  talkingec, 
That  oerte*,  if  Ibcy  troved  be, 
Shal  naver  leva  hem  loud  no  fee 
That  it  nil  na  tha  mcwble  fare,  6045 

Of  which  thev  first  delivered  nrs. 
Now  may  ye  telle  us  al  yonc  willo, 
And  we  yutir  hestaa  ihal  fnlfille. 

'  But  Fals-Semblant  dar  not,  for  drado 
Of  yoo,  sir,  medio  him  of  this  dedo,  (iojo 
For  he  ceith  that  ye  been  hit  fo ; 
He  not,  if  yo  wol  worehe  him  wo. 
Wherfore  we  pray  yon  idle,  boan^re. 
That  ye  forgiiie  him  now  yonr  ira. 
And  that  ho  may  dwelle,  as  yonr  man, 
With  Abrtinonee,  his  dero  lemman  ;  6os6 
This  onr  accord  and  onr  wil  now,' 

'  Parf^,^  Bcide  Love,  'Igraonteityow ; 
I  wol  wel  holde  him  for  my  man  ;       6059 

'  Fala-Somblant,'  qnod  Love, '  in  this  wy«o 
I  take  thee  here  to  my  aervysa, 
Tbat  thon  our  froendii  heipe  alw^, 
And  f  btndre  hem  neither  night  ne  day> 
But  do  thy  might  hem  to  releve,        606s 

Thyn  be  this  might,  I  grannt  it  thee, 

Hy  king  of  harlot«s  sbaJI  thou  be  ; 

Wo  wol  that  thou  have  »ach  honour. 

Certeyn,  tboo  art  a  fU«  traitour,        6070 

And  sek  a  thsof ;  aith  thon  were  bom, 

A  thousand  tyme  thon  art  forsworn. 

Bat,  natheles,  in  our  boring. 

To  pntte  our  folk  out  of  donting, 

I  bid  thee  teche  hem,  woetow  how  P  6075 

By  »omme  general  sigDo  now, 

In  what  place  thon  shalt  fonnden  be, 

If  that  men  had  mister  of  thee  r 

And  how  men  shal  thee  best  espye. 


Z^  (Bemaunt  of  (Qe  (£le0C 
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3r  thee 


1  knowt 


Tel  in  what  place  is  thyn  haimting.' 

F.  Sfm.  'Sir,  Ihavefeledyverawoniug, 
Thnt  I  kepo  not  rehersed  be. 
So  that  ye  wolde  reapyten  me. 
For  if  that  I  telle  yon  the  sothe,         6085 
1  may  have  harm  and  shame  bothe. 
If  that  my  felowea  wisteu  it, 
Hy  tales  shnlden  me  be  quit ; 
For  cert«yn,  they  wolde  hate  me. 
If  ever  Iknewehiicroettei  tio^o 


For  they  wolde  over^l  bolde  hem  stille 

Of  tronthe  that  is  ageyn  hir  wille  ; 

Snche  tales  kepen  they  not  here. 

I  might  etlsone  bye  it  ful  dere, 

If  I  seide  of  hem  any  thing,  flo^j 

That  enght  displeseth  to  hir  hering. 

For  what  word  that  hem  prikke  or  bytelh, 

In  that  wurd  noon  of  hem  delyteth, 

Al  were  it  gospel,  the  evangyle. 

That  wolde  reprove  hem  of  hir  gyle,  610a 

For  they  are  cruel  and  hanteyn. 

And  thii  thing  wot  I  wel,  certeyu, 

If  I  speke  ought  to  peire  bir  loos, 

Yonr  court  shal  not  so  wel  be  cloDi, 

That  tbey  ne  shal  wite  it  atte  last.    6105 

Of  good  men  am  I  nought  Bgaot, 

For  they  wol  taken  on  hem  ne-thlng. 

Whan  that  they  knowe  al  my  meniag ; 

Hut  he  that  wol  it  on  him  take, 

He  wol  himself  suapecions  make,        6110 

That  he  his  lyf  let  covertly. 

In  Oyle  and  in  Ipooriay, 

That  me  engendred  and  yaf  fostring.^ 

^  They  mule  a  fvl  good  engendring,' 
Quod  Love, '  for  wbo-eo  Boothly  telle,  6115 
They  engendred  the  devel  of  bellel 

'  But  nedely,  how-se-ever  it  be,' 
Quod  Love,  '  I  wol  and  charge  thee. 
To  telle  anoon  thy  woning-plsces, 
Hering  ech  wight  that  in  thia  place  ij ; 
And  what  lyf  that  thon  livest  also,     6111 
Hyde  it  no  longer  now  ;  wherto  ? 
Thon  moat  discover  al  thy  wnrohing. 
How  than  servest,  and  of  what  thing, 
Though  that  thon  ihnldest  fur  thy  aoth- 

Ben  al  to-beten  and  to-drawe ; 
And  yit  art  thon  not  wont,  pardee. 
Bat  natheles,  though  then  beten  be, 
Thon  Shalt  not  bo  the  first,  that  bo 
Hath  for  soth-sawe  anffred  wo.'  6i.io 

F.  Sem,  '  Sir,  aith  that  it  may  lyken 
yon, 
Though  that  Ishnldobealaynrigbtnow, 

For  tberto  have  I  gret  talent.'  61J4 

Withoaten  worde*  mo,  right  than, 
Fal>-8emblant  hia  •ermon  bigan, 
And  eeids  hem  thoa  la  andienoe  : — 
'  Baronns,  tak  hede  of  my  ientenoe  1 
That  wight  tbat  list  to  have  knowing 
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Of  Fals-SemblAnt,  fill  of  flatering,      6140 
He  must  in  worldly  folk  him  seke. 
And,  certes,  in  the  cloistres  eke  ; 
I  wone  no-whcre  but  in  hem  tweye  ; 
Bat  not  lyk  even,  sooth  to  8eye  ; 
Shortly,  I  wol  herberwe  me  6145 

There  I  hope  best  to  hulstred  be  ; 
And  certeynly,  sikerest  hyding 
Is  nndemeth  humblest  clothing. 

'  Religions  folk  ben  fal  covert ; 
Seeoler  folk  ben  more  appert.  6150 

Bat  nathcles,  I  wol  not  blame 
Beligious  folk,  ne  hem  diffame, 
In  what  habit  that  ever  they  go  : 
Beligioun  humble,  and  trewe  also, 
Wol  I  not  blame,  ne  dispyse,  6155 

But  I  nil  love  it,  in  no  wyse. 
I  mene  of  fals  religious. 
That  stoute  ben,  and  malicious ; 
That  wolen  in  an  abit  go. 
And  setton  not  hir  herte  therto.         6160 

'  Religious  folk  ben  al  pitous  ; 
Thou  shalt  not  seen  oon  dispitous. 
They  loven  no  pryde,  ne  no  stryf. 
But  humbly  they  wol  lede  hir  lyf ; 
With  fswich  folk  wol  I  never  be.        6165 
And  if  I  dwelle,  I  feyne  me 
I  may  wel  in  her  abit  go ; 
But  me  were  lover  my  nekke  atwo, 
Than  f  lete  a  purpose  that  I  take, 
WTiat  covenaunt  that  ever  I  make.     6170 
I  dwelle  with  hem  that  proude  be. 
And  ftdlo  of  wylos  and  subtelte  ; 
That  worship  of  this  world  coveyten, 
And  grete  -j-nedes  cunne  espleyten ;    6174 
And  goon  and  gadren  greet  pitaunoes. 
And  purchace  hem  the  acqueyntaunces 
Of  men  that  mighty  lyf  may  leden ; 
And  feyne  hem  pore,  and  hem-self  feden 
With  gode  morcels  delicious. 
And  drinken  good  wyn  precious,        6180 
And  preche  us  povert  and  distresse. 
And  fisshen  hem-self  greet  richesse 
With  wyly  nettis  that  they  caste  : 
It  wol  come  foul  out  at  the  laste. 
They  ben  firo  dene  religioun  went ;    6185 
They  make  the  world  an  argument 
That  hath  a  foul  conclusioun. 
"  I  have  a  robe  of  religioun, 
Than  am  I  al  religious  : " 
This  argument  is  al  roignons  ;  6190 


It  is  not  worth  a  croked  brere  ; 
Habit  no  maketh  *{-monk  no  frere, 
But  clene  lyf  and  devocioun 
Maketh  gode  men  of  religioun. 
Nathelosse,  ther  can  noon  answere,    6195 
How  high  that  ever  his  heed  ho  shero 
With  rasour  whetted  never  so  kene, 
That  Gyle  in  braunches  cut  thrittene ; 
Ther  can  no  wight  distincte  it  so. 
That  he  dar  sey  a  word  therto.  6200 

*  But  what  herberwe  that  ever  I  take, 
Or  what  semblant  that  ever  I  make, 
I  mene  but  gyle,  and  folowo  that ; 
For  right  no  mo  than  Gibbe  our  cat 
[fFro  myce  and  rattes  went  his  wyle], 
Ne  entende  I  [not]  but  to  f  begyle  ;     6006 
Ne  no  wight  may,  by  my  clothing, 
Wite  with  what  folk  is  my  dwelling , 
Ne  by  my  wordis  yet,  pardee. 
So  softo  and  so  plosaunt  they  be.         6210 
Bihold  the  dedes  that  I  do  ; 
But  thou  be  blind,  thou  oughtest  so  ; 
For,  vario  hir  wordis  fro  hir  dede. 
They  thenke  on  gyle,  without[en]  drede, 
What  maner  clothing  that  they  were, 
Or  what  estat  that  ever  they  here,      6216 
Lered  or  lewd,  lord  or  lady. 
Knight,  squier,  burgeis,  or  bayly.' 

Right  thus  whyl  Fals-Semblant    ser- 
moneth, 
Eftsones  Love  him  arcsoneth,  6220 

And  brak  his  tale  in  the  speking 
As  though  he  had  him  told  losing  ; 
And  scido  :  '  What,  devel,  is  that  I  here  ? 
WHiat  folk  hast  thou  us  nempned  here  ? 
May  men  finde  religioun  6225 

In  worldly  habitacioun  ?  ' 

F.  Sem,  '  Ye,  sir ;  it  foloweth  not  that 
they 
Shulde  lede  a  wikked  lyf,  parfey, 
Ne  not  therforo  her  soulcs  lose, 
That  hem  to  worldly  clothes  chese ;    6230 
For,  certes,  it  were  gret  pitee. 
Men  may  in  seculer  dothos  see 
Florisshen  holy  religioun. 
Ful  many  a  seynt  in  fecld  and  toun, 
With  many  a  virgin  glorious,  6235 

Devout,  and  fal  religious, 
Had  dcycd,  that  fcomun  clothe  ay  beren, 
Yit  seyntes  never-the-les  they  weren, 
I  coude  reken  you  many  a  ten  ; 
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Ye,  wgl  nigh  alle  these  holy  wimrnen. 
That  mon  in  cliircbes  herie  and  Beke,  6341 
Biitbo  nuiydeus,  ftQd  thcao  wyves  eke, 
That  harcQ  fmany  a  fair  ihild  here, 
Wored  alwej-  clothis  m>eii]ero, 
And  in  the  Bftme  dydon  they,  6ns 

TJiat  geyottB  weron,  and  been  ulwey. 
Tlie  alovcn  thousood  mBydeaa  dere, 
Tliat  bcnin  in  heven  hir  ctorgea  clere, 
Of  wbich  men  rode  in  chirche,  and  siiiga, 
Wore  tako  in  aecnler  clothing,  63; 

Whan  they  resseyved  martiidom, 

Good  hertfl  maketh  the  gode  thought ; 
TliB  clothing  yoveth  ne  rovetU  nought. 
The  godo  thought  and  the  warchiag,  Oiss 
Tliat  inokoth  -treligionn  flowring, 
Thee  lyth  tlie  goo.1  roligioQO 
After  tho  right  ontencionn. 

'  Who-BO  toke  a  wothora  akin, 
And  wrapped  a,  gredy  wolf  thorin,       6160 
For  bo  ehalde  go  with  lambes  whyte, 
Woneet  thou  not  he  woldo  hem  byte? 
Yia  I  no™r-tb»-laa,  as  he  ware  wood, 
Ho  woldo  hem  wory,   and    drinke    tho 

And  wol  tho  rather  hem  disoeyve,       6165 
Fur,  sith  they  cnude  not  poroeyvo 
His  treget  anil  bii  cmoltoa. 
They  woldo  him  folowe,  al  woldo  he  flee. 

'  If  ther  lie  wolvoa  of  sich  haws 
Amongea  theao  apoatLis  nvwo,  6^70 

Thou,  holychirche,  thou  mayBt  be  wayled! 
Sit  h  that  thy  citee  is  auayled 
Thonrgh  knightes  of  thyn  owne  iablc, 
Ooil  wot  thy  lordshi]!  is  doutable  ! 
If  thoy  enforce  Ihem)  it  to  winne,        6ijs 
Tliat  Bhalde  defende  it  fro  withinne, 
Who  might  defence  nj-ena  hem  imikuf 
Withont{onI  atroke  it  mot  ba  take 
Of  trepeget  or  mangonoi  1 
Without  displaying  of  pensd.  6180 

And  if  god  nil  don  It  Boconr. 
Bnt  Ut  [hem]  ronne  in  this  qolonr, 
Thou  mooat  thyn  haesUi  latsn  be. 
Than  is  ther  nonglit,  bnt  yeldo  theo, 

0,  doutelees,  fijSs 


jl  hoi 


Bnt  grettor  harni  bityde  thee, 
That  they  al  maistor  of  it  be. 
Wal  oonue  they  icuruo  tltee  < 


By  day  stnffen  they  the  wal,  6390 

And  al  the  night  they  mynen  there- 
Kay,  thoQ  -fmoflt  planton  elleawhere 
Thyn  impea,  if  thou  wolt  tVuyt  have ; 
Abyd  not  there  thy-aelf  to  Have. 

'  Bat  now  pees  t  hero  I  tame  ageyn  ; 
I  wol  no  more  of  thia  thing  -tsoini,      6196 
If  I  may  pasaen  me  herby  ; 
I  mighto  maken  yon  wery. 
Bnt  I  wol  hoten  you  alway 
To  holpe  your  fyeendos  what  I  may,    6joo 
80  ihey  wollen  my  company  ; 
For  thoy  ba  ahent  al-oaterly 
Bnt-ifBofalla,  t"       "" 


Oftw 


tnd  they 


™,6305 


And  eek  my  le 

Or  they  ahnl  not  my  love  deaerve. 
Foraothe,  I  am  a  fala  trnitonr ; 
Ood  jugged  me  for  a  thecf  trichour ; 
Forsworn  I  am,  but  wel  nygh  non 
Wot  of  my  gj-le,  til  it  be  don.  6310 

'  Thoaigh  me    hath    many  ooa    deth 
resseyved, 
That  my  trtgat  never  apereoyved  ; 
And  yit  reaaeyveth,  and  abal  reasojrvo. 
That  my  falsneaae  fnever  aperceyve  : 
But  wbo40  doth,  if  ho  wya  bo,  6)15 

Him  is  right  good  be  war  of  me. 
aligh  ia  the  [fdopcyving 


That 

For  Prothen 


ohim 


Thor-aa  I  mighle  knowen  be, 
Though  mon  me  bothe  might  her 
Ful  wel  I  can  my  clothes  chaani 
Takei 


<•}'$ 


I  knight,  now  Ehaatiileyo ; 
Now  prelat,  and  now  chapolayn ; 
Now  preat,  now  clerk,  and  now  foratere ; 
Now  am  I  mniater,  now  scolore  ;  6uo 

Now  monk,  now  chanoon,  now  baily  ; 


Andcj 


'  am  I  Hobort,  now  l^ohyn  ; 

Now  froro  Mononr,  now  lacobyn  ; 

And  with  me  folweth  m;  loteby. 
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To  don  me  solos  and  company,  6^40 

That  hight  dame  fAbstincnce-Streyned, 

In  many  a  qnoynt  array  f j*}.feyned. 

Bight  as  it  comcth  to  hir  lyking, 

I  fulfille  al  bir  desiring. 

Somtyme  a  worn  mans  doth  take  I ;    6345 

Xow  am  I  mayde,  now  lady. 

Somtymo  I  am  religions  ; 

Now  lyk  an  anker  in  an  hons. 

Somtyme  am  I  prioresse, 

And  now  a  nonno,  and  now  abbesse  ;  6350 

And  go  thurgh  alle  regionns, 

Seking  alle  religionns. 

But  to  what  ordre  that  I  am  sworn, 

I  take  the  strawe,  and  fleto  the  com  ; 

To  fblynde  folk  [ther]  I  onhabite,        6355 

I  axe  no-more  but  hir  abite. 

What  wol  ye  more  ?  in  every  wyso, 

Right  as  me  list,  I  me  disgyse. 

Wei  can  I  here  me  under  weed  ; 

I'nlyk  is  my  word  to  my  deed.  6360 

Thus  make  I  in  my  trappes  falle, 

Thurgh  my  pryvileges,  aJle 

That  ben  in  Cristcndom  al3rve. 

I  may  assoile,  and  I  may  shryve, 

That  no  prelat  may  lette  me,  6365 

Al  folk,  wher-ever  they  founde  be  : 

I  noot  no  prelat  may  don  so. 

Bat  it  the  pope  be,  and  no  mo, 

That  made  thilk  establisshing. 

Xow  is  not  this  a  propre  thing  ?  6370 

But^  were  my  sleightes  aperceyved, 

[fXe  shulde  I  more  been  receyved] 

As  I  was  wont ;  and  wostow  why  ? 

For  I  dide  hem  a  trcgetry ; 

But  therof  yeve  I  litel  tale,  6375 

1  have  the  silver  and  the  mole  ; 

80  have  I  prcched  and  eek  shriven, 

So  have  I  take,  so  have  fme  yiven, 

Thurgh  hir  foly,  husbond  and  wyf, 

That  I  lede  right  a  joly  lyf,  6380 

Thurgh  simplcsse  of  the  prelacyo  ; 

They  know  not  al  my  tregctrye. 

*■  But  for  as  moche  as  man  and  wyf 
8hnld  shewe  hir  i>aroche-prest  hir  lyf 
Ones  a  yeer,  as  seith  the  book,  6385 

Er  any  wight  his  housel  took, 
Than  have  I  pryvileges  largo. 
That  may  of  moche  thing  discharge ; 
For  he  may  seye  right  thus,  pardee  : — 
*'  Sir  Freest,  in  thrift  I  telle  it  thee,  6390 


That  he,  to  whom  that  I  am  shriven. 

Hath  me  assoiled,  and  mo  yiven 

Pcnaunce  soothly,  for  my  sinno. 

Which  that  I  fond  me  gilty  inno  ; 

Ne  I  no  have  never  entencioun  6395 

To  make  double  confessioun, 

Ne  reherce  eft  my  shrift  to  thee  ; 

0  shrift  is  right  y-nough  to  mo. 
This  oughte  thee  suffyce  wel, 

Ne  be  not  rebel  never-o-del ;  6400 

For  certes,  though  thou  haddest  it  sworn, 

1  wot  no  prest  no  prelat  born 

That  may  to  shrift  eft  me  constroyno. 

And  if  they  don,  I  wol  me  pleyne  ; 

For  I  wot  where  to  ployne  weL  6405 

Thou  shalt  not  streyno  me  a  del, 

Ne  enforce  me,  ne  -j-yit  me  trouble, 

To  moke  my  confessioun  double. 

Ne  I  have  none  affeccioun 

To  have  double  absolucioun.  6410 

The  firste  is  right  y-nough  to  me  , 

This  latter  assoiling  quyte  I  thee. 

I  am  unbounde  ;  what  ma^-st  thou  iindo 

More  of  my  sinnes  me  to  unbindo  ? 

For  he,  that  might  hath  in  his  bond,  6415 

Of  alle  my  sinnes  me  unbond. 

And  if  thou  wolt  me  thus  constreyno, 

That  me  mot  nedis  on  thee  pleyne. 

There  shal  no  jugge  imperial, 

Ne  bisshop,  ne  official,  6420 

Don  jugement  on  me  ;  for  I 

Shal  gon  and  pleyne  mo  openly 

Unto  my  shrift-fader  newe, 

(That  hight  not  Frero  Wolf  untrewo  !) 

And  he  shal  ')-chevise  him  for  mc,       6435 

For  I  trowe  he  can  hampro  thee. 

But,  lord  !  he  wolde  be  wrooth  withalle, 

If  men  him  wolde  Frere  Wolf  collo  I 

For  he  wolde  have  no  pocicncc. 

But  don  al  cruel  vengeaunce  !  6430 

He  wolde  his  might  don  at  the  leest, 

[Ne]  no-thing  spare  for  goddes  hccst. 

And,  god  BO  wis  be  my  socour, 

But  thou  yeve  me  my  Saviour 

At  Ester,  whan  it  lyketh  me,  6435 

Withouto  presing  more  on  thoo, 

I  wol  forth,  and  to  him  goon, 

AjQ.d  he  shal  housel  me  anoon, 

For  I  am  out  of  thy  gruoching  ; 

I  kepe  not  dele  with  thee  no-thing.*'  6440 

Thus  may  ho  shryve  him,  that  forsakctli 
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Kii  parocbe-preil,  and  to  mo  taketb. 

And  if  the  prestwol  him  reTnie, 

I  am  ful  r»dy  faim  to  lUciue, 

Aod  him  ponisslie  and  haoipre  lo,      6445 

That  ho  his  chirche  tbal  farfto. 

'  Bnt  who-H>  hath  ia  hia  feling 
The  coiweqnpnoa  of  moh  ihiTving, 
Sholsmn  that  preat  may  nevsr  have  might 
To  knows  the  consoieocs  aright  64^ 

Of  him  that  ia  under  hi*  care. 
And  this  ofeynfi  holy  scripture. 
That  biddath  every  herda  hontste 
Have  verry  knowing  of  hia  beata. 
Bnt  pore  folk  thot  goon  by  atrato,       64SS 
That  have  no  gold,  ne  aommea  ^rete, 
Hem  woldo  I  late  to  bir  prdatot, 
Or  lot*  bir  praatea  knowo  bir  atatei, 
For  to  me  right  nought  yeve  thoy.* 

Amour.  '  And  why  fia  it  ?  ■ 

F.  Ssm.  '  Por  they  ne  may.    6460 

They  ben  so  bare,  I  Inks  no  keep  ; 
Btit  I  will  have  the  fatte  ahcep  ; — 
Lot  parish  preatea  have  the  lono, 
T  yeve  not  of  hir  harm  a  bene  t 
And  if  that  prelata  graccben  it,  6465 

That  onghten  -twroth  bo  in  bir  wit. 
To  leae  bar  fatte  bealea  ao, 

ITiat  they  ahsl  leaen  with  |the]  force, 
Ye,  bothe  bir  mytro  and  hir  oroce.      6470 
Thus  jape  I  ham,  and  have  do  longe, 
ily  privalagea  been  so  atronge.' 

Fala-Semblont  woHe  bare  atinted  here, 
But  Love  ne  mode  bim  no  anch  chare 
That  be  wua  wory  of  hia  aawa  ;  6475 

Bat  for  to  make  him  glad  and  fawo, 
He  eeido  :— '  Tel  on  mora  apccialy, 
Huw  that  tbon  aervoat  autrauly. 
Tel  forth,  and  ahame  thee  never  a  del ; 
For  aa  thyn  abit  ahowith  wel,  64S0 

Thon  faemoat  an  holy  heramyto.' 

i:  Stm.  '  Soth  ii,  bat  I  am  an  ypocryte.' 
'  Thon  goat  and  precbeal  pover- 


;    but  richessD  hath 


tee?' 

r  S(m.  <-\ 

Amoar.     'Then     preeheet    abstinence 
also  t '  64SJ 

F.  Sem.  '  Sir,  I  wol  Alien,  so  mote  I  go, 
II;  pannche  of  gode  mete  and  wyne, 
Ai  shnlda  a  maiWw  of  djvyne ; 


For  how  that  I  mo  pover  feyne, 

Yit  alle  pore  folk  I  disdeyne.  6491) 

*  1  love  't^bet  the  aoqneyntannce 
Ten  tymea,  ofthekingof  Fraonce, 
Than  of  f  pore  man  of  mylde  mode, 
Though  that  hia  aonle  be  also  gode. 
For  whoQ  I  lee  beggera  qoaking,         6495 

For  bnngre  cryo,  and  eek  for  core. 

They  been  ao  pore,  and  fal  of  pyae, 
They  might  not  ones  j-evo  me  "Kljne,  6500 
For  they  have  no-tliing  bnt  bir  lyf ; 
What  ahnldo  be  yeve  that  likketb  his 

knyff 
It  ia  bnt  foly  lo  eniremete. 
To  sake  in  honndaa  nsat  fat  mats. 
Let  bare  ham  to  the  apitel  anoon,         6505 
Bnt,  for  me,  comfort  gate  they  noon. 
Bnt  a  riche  aike  nsoraro 
Wolde  I  via.Tte  and  drawa  noro  j 


ADdiftheranyre 
%%'bythatllototh 
Woatow  how  I  tm 


And  tharfore  I  wol  drawo  hem  ner.    6sM 
But  aa  gret  hurt,  it  may  ao  be. 
Hath  faoul  in  right  gret  poverte, 
Aa  aoul  in  grat  richaaae,  forsothe, 
Al-be-it  that  they  burten  bothe. 
For  richaaae  and  mondiciteas  6515 

eitremitees; 


The  I 

Thar  lyth  of  vortu  tho  1 


n,  ftil  wel  I  w 


For  Solan 

In  hia  PaiBblea 

Aa  it  is  knnwe  of  niony  a  wight. 
In  bis  +tbnttvtbe  cbapitre  right  ; 
'■  God.  thou  ma  kepo,  for  thy  poostee, 

For  if  a  riche  man  him  dresae  6; 

To  thenke  to  moche  on  [bii)  richeaia. 
His  berte  on  that  so  fer  is  set, 
That  he  bis  creatooi  foiyet ; 
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And  him,  that  'f'beggixig  wol  ay  greve, 

How  shulde  I  by  his  Mrord  him  leve  ?  6540 

Umnethe  that  ho  nis  a  micher, 

Forsworn,  or  elles  i-god  ia  Iyer." 

Thus  seith  Salamon[o8]  sawes ; 

Ke  we  finde  writen  in  no  lawes, 

And  namely  in  onr  Cristen  lay —        6545 

(Who  seith  '  ye,'  I  dar  sey  *  nay ') — 

That  Crist,  ne  his  apostles  dere, 

Whyl  that  they  walkede  in  erthe  here, 

Were  never  seen  her  bred  begging, 

For  they  nolde  beggen  for  no-thing.   6550 

And  right  thus  were  men  wont  to  teche ; 

And  in  this  wyse  wolde  it  preche 

The  maistres  of  divinitee 

Somtyme  in  Paris  the  citee. 

*  And  if  men  wolde  ther-geyn  appose 
The  naked  text,  and  lete  the  glose,      6556 
It  mighte  sone  assoiled  be  ; 
For  men  may  wel  the  sothe  see, 
That,  parde,  they  mighte  axe  a  thing 
Pleynly  forth,  without  begging.  6560 

For  they  weren  goddes  herdes  dere, 
And  cure  of  sonles  hadden  here. 
They  nolde  no-thing  begge  hir  fodo ; 
For  after  Crist  was  don  on  rode. 
With  "thir  propre  hondes  they  wrought, 
And  with  travel,  and  elles  nought,      6566 
They  wonnen  all  hir  sustenaunce, 
And  liveden  forth  in  hir  penaunce, 
And  the  remenaunt  fyeve  awey 
To  other  pore  "tfolk  idwey.  6570 

They  neither  bilden  tour  ne  halle. 
But  "f-leye  in  houses  smale  withalle. 
A  mighty  man,  that  can  and  may, 
Shnlde  with  his  honde  and  body  alway 
Winno  him  his  food  in  laboring,  6575 

If  he  ne  have  rent  or  sich  a  thing, 
Although  he  be  religious, 
And  god  to  serven  curious. 
Thus  mote  he  don,  or  do  trespas, 
But-if  it  be  in  certejm  cas,  6580 

That  I  can  reherce,  if  mister  be, 
Bight  wd,  whan  the  tyme  I  see. 

'  Seke  the  book  of  Seynt  Austin, 
Be  it  in  paper  or  perchemin,  6584 

There-as  he  writ  of  these  worchinges, 
Thou  shalt  seen  that  non  excusinges 
A  parfit  man  ne  shulde  seke 
By  wordes,  ne  by  dedes  eke, 
Although  he  be  religious, 


6590 


And  god  to  serven  curious. 

That  he  ne  shal,  so  mote  I  go, 

With  propre  hondes  and  body  also, 

Gete  his  food  in  laboring, 

Jf  he  ne  have  propretee  of  thing. 

Yit  shulde  he  selle  al  his  substaunce,  6595 

And  with  his  swink  have  sustenaunce, 

If  he  be  parfit  in  bountee. 

Thus  han  tho  bookes  tolde  me  : 

For  he  that  wol  gon  ydilly, 

And  useth  it  ay  besUy  6600 

To  haunten  other  mennes  table, 

He  is  a  trechour,  ful  of  fable  ; 

Ne  he  ne  may,  by  gode  resoun, 

Excuse  him  by  his  orisoun. 

For  men  bihoveth,  in  som  gyse,  6605 

fSom-tyme  leven  goddes  servyse 

To  gon  and  purchasen  her  nede. 

Men  mote  eten,  that  is  no  drede. 

And  slepe,  and  eck  do  other  thing  ; 

So  longe  may  they  leve  praying.  6610 

So  may  they  eek  hir  prayer  blinne. 

While  that  they  werko,  hir  moto  to  winne. 

Se3nit  Austin  wol  therto  accorde, 

In  thilke  book  that  I  recorde. 

Justinian  eek,  that  made  lawes,  6615 

Hath  thus  forboden,  by  olde  dawes, 

**  No  man,  up  peyne  to  be  deed. 

Mighty  of  body,  to  begge  his  breed, 

If  he  may  swinke,  it  for  to  goto  ; 

Men  shulde  him  rather  mayme  or  bete. 

Or  doon  of  him  apert  justice,  6621 

Than  saffren  him  in  such  malice." 

They  don  not  wel,  so  mote  I  go. 

That  taken  such  almesse  so, 

But  if  they  have  som  privelege,  66^5 

That  of  the  peyne  hem  wol  allege. 

But  how  that  is,  can  I  not  see, 

But-if  the  prince  disseyved  be  ; 

Ne  I  ne  wene  not,  sikerly. 

That  they  may  have  it  rightfully.        6630 

But  I  wol  not  determjme 

Of  princes  power,  ne  deiyne, 

Ne  by  my  word  comprende,  y-wis. 

If  it  so  fer  may  strecche  in  this. 

I  wol  not  entremete  a  del ;  6635 

But  I  trowe  that  the  book  seith  wel, 

Wbo  that  taketh  almesses,  that  be 

Dewe  to  folk  that  men  may  see 

Lame,  feble,  wery,  and  bare. 

Pore,  or  in  such  maner  oare,  6640 
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{That  ronno  winne  beta  ncvcrmo, 

For  they  liiiTe  no  power  thorto], 

Hu  eteth  his  owne  dampning, 

Bat-if  ho  lye,  ttutt  madonl  thing. 

And  if  yo  sncli  a  tniannt  fir.dp,  6645 

ChMtiBO  him  wel,  if  ya  ho  kindo. 

Bot  tbey  vnLde  hate  you,  percaa» 

And,  if  yo  Alien  in  hir  laOB, 

They  woldo  enionea  do  yon  uiatbe, 

irthat  they  mighte.  late  or  rathe  )      6650 

For  they  he  not  ful  pocient, 

Tlial  han  the  world  thus  fonio  blent. 

And  witeth  wel,  [wher]  that  god  bad 

The  good  man  gelle  al  that  be  had, 

And  folowe  bim,  and  to  pore  it  yiro,  6655 

He  woldo  not  tlierfore  that  ha  livs 

To  serren  him  in  metidfcnco, 

But  lie  bad  wirken  whan  that  nede  is, 
And  folwo  bim  in  goode  dedes.  666a 

Seynt  Poole,  that  loved  al  holy  obirobe. 
Ho  bade  th'apoBtlea  for  to  wirobe, 
And  winnen  hir  lyflode  in  that  »y»e. 
And  hem  defended  tmaondyio,  6664 

And  aaide,  "  Wirkalb  with  yon  rhonden  ;  " 
Thns  shuldo  the  thing  be  underfltondon. 
Ho  nolde,  y-wis,  f  bidde  hem  bc^^ng, 
Ne  Bellen  gospel,  no  preching, 
Leat  tbey  borafte.  with  hir  asking. 
Folk  ofhircfttel  or  of  hir  thine.  6670 
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That  yevoth  bis  good,  for  ha  na  can 
Weme  it  for  shame,  or  alias  he 
Woldc  of  the  aakar  dalivered  be  ; 
And,  for  he  bim  encombretk  so,  66 

He  yevetb  him  good  to  late  him  go  : 
Bat  it  oan  him  no-thing  prolate, 
They  lose  the  yiH  and  the  meryte. 
The  goode  folk,  that  Poalo  to  precbed, 
Profred  him  ofte,  whan  he  hem  teched, 
Som  of  hir  good  in  chsrite  ;  66 

Bat  therof  right  no-thing  took  be  ; 
But  of  bia  bondwcrk  wolde  be  gete 
Clolbeg  to  wrycn  him.  and  his  mete.' 

liven,  6685 

That  al  bis  good  to  poro  hath  yiven. 
And  wol  bnt  only  bidde  bia  bcdes, 
And  never  with  fboDd  labours  bii  nadas : 
SUybedoBof' 
r.  San.  '  Ye,  sir.' 


nour.  '  And  how  ?  ■ 

Sem.  '  Sir,  I  wol  gladly  telle  yow  i— 
Seynt  Anstin  seiCh,  a  man  may  be       6691 

nines  that  han  propretee. 
As  tomptera  and  boepitelen, 
id  as  these  chauotuu  re^nlen, 
■  whyte  monkes,  or  these  blako —    fifii.i 
(I  wole  no  mo  enaamplas  make) — 
And  take  tborof  his  snstening, 
For  therinoe  Ijth  no  begging ; 

fYif  Austin  gabbetb  not  of  this.  67<» 

And  yit  fnl  many  a  monk  labonreth. 
That  god  in  holy  chirche  boDonreth  ; 
For  whan  hir  swinking  it  Bgoon, 
They  rede  and  singe  in  chirche  nnoon. 

'  And  for  Iter  hath  ben  greet  discord, 
Aa  many  a  wight  may  bore  record,     6706 
Upon  Ibe  estate  of  fmandienoe, 
I  wol  shortly,  in  yoor  presence. 
Telle  bow  a.  nuin  roay  bagga  at  node, 
That  hath  not  wherwitb  bim  io  fedo,  6710 
Hangre  bis  felonos  jangalingas. 
For  sothfastnessa  wol  non  bidinges  ; 
And  yit,  peroas,  1  may  abeye 
That  I  to  yow  sothly  thns  seyo. 

^  Lo,  here  the  caas  especial :  6715 

If  a  man  be  so  bestial 
That  ha  of  no  cran  bath  science. 
And  nought  dasyretb  ignori^nce. 
Than  may  bo  go  a-bogging  yemc. 
Til  bo  som  maner  craft  can  lemc,        6;n> 
Thnrgh  which,  withont(G]  tmannding, 
Ho  may  in  troatho  have  his  living. 
Or  if  he  may  don  no  labonr, 
For  clde,  or  syknoHge,  or  langour. 
Or  for  bis  tcndro  oga  also,  67^,^ 

Than  may  be  yit  a-begging  go. 

'  Or  if  be  bave,  peravcnCare, 
Thnrgh  qsage  of  his  noritura, 
Tjvod  over  delicioojil.v. 
Than  ougbten  good  folk  comnnly        67,(0 
Han  of  bis  miscbpcf  som  pitee, 
And  suffrea  bim  also,  that  bp 
May  gon  aboute  and  bogg''  bis  breed, 
That  he  be  not  for  bnngur  deed.  ^ 

Or  if  ho  have  of  craft  cunning,  67:1! 

And  strengthe  also,  and  desiring 
To  wirken,  as  he  hnddo  wbat, 
But  be  Sude  neither  this  ne  tbat, 
Than  may  be  begge,  til  that  he 
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HftTe  g«ten  his  necasntee.  6740 

*  Or  if  hui  winning  be  so  lyte, 
That  his  labour  wol  not  acquyte 
Safficiantly  al  his  living, 

Tit  may  he  go  his  breed  begging ; 

Fro  dore  to  dore  he  may  go  trace,        6745 

Til  he  the  remenannt  may  porchace. 

Or  if  a  man  wolde  undertake 

Any  empiyse  for  to  make, 

In  the  resoons  of  onr  lay, 

And  it  defenden  as  he  may,  6750 

Be  it  with  armes  or  lettmre, 

Or  other  covenable  cure, 

If  it  be  so  he  pore  be. 

Than  may  he  begge,  til  that  he 

Hay  finde  in  tronthe  for  to  swinke,     6755 

And  gete  him  clotheCs],  mete,  and  drinke. 

Swinke  he  with  hondes  corporel. 

And  not  with  hondes  espiritueL 

'  In  al  this[e]  caas,  and  in  semblables. 
If  that  ther  ben  mo  resonables,  6760 

He  may  begge,  as  I  telle  you  hero, 
And  elles  nought,  in  no  manere  ; 
As  William  Seynt  Amour  wolde  precho. 
And  ofte  wolde  dispute  and  teche 
Of  this  matere  alio  openly  6765 

At  Paris  ftil  solemp[ne]ly. 
And  al-so  god  my  soulo  blesso. 
As  he  had,  in  this  stedfastnesse, 
The  accord  of  the  uniyersitee. 
And  of  the  puple,  as  semoth  mo.  6770 

*  No  good  man  oughte  it  to  refuse, 
Ne  oughte  him  therof  to  excuse. 

Be  wrooth  or  blythe  who-so  be  ; 

For  I  wol  speke,  and  telle  it  thee, 

Al  shnlde  I  dye,  and  be  put  doun,        6775 

As  was  scynt  Foul,  in  derk  prisoun  ; 

Or  be  ezile<l  in  this  caas 

With  wrong,  as  maister  William  was. 

That  my  moder  Ypocrisye 

Banisshed  for  hir  greet  envye.  6780 

*  My  moder  flemed  him,  Seynt  Amour  : 
This  noble  dide  such  labour 

To  8uste>iie  ever  the  loyaltoe. 

That  he  to  moche  agilte  mo. 

He  made  a  book,  and  leet  it  wryte,     6785 

Wherin  his  lyf  he  dide  al  wrjrte. 

And  wolde  ich  reneyed  begging. 

And  lived  by  my  traveyling, 

If  I  ne  had  rent  ne  other  good. 

^Vhat  ?  wened  he  that  I  were  wood  ?  6790 


For  labour  might  me  never  plese, 

I  have  more  wil  to  been  at  ese ; 

And  have  wel  lover,  sooth  to  sey, 

Bifore  the  puplo  patre  and  prey, 

And  wrye  me  in  my  foxerye  6795 

Under  a  cope  of  papelardye.* 

Quod  Love, '  What  devel  is  this  I  here? 
AMiat  wordes  teUest  thou  me  here  ? ' 

F.  Sem.  '  What,  sir  ? ' 

Amour.  '  Falsnesse,  that  apert  is  ; 

Than  dredest  thou  not  god  ? ' 

JF*.  Sem,   .  No,  certes  :   6iH>o 

For  selde  in  greet  thing  shal  he  spede 
In  this  world,  that  god  wol  drede. 
For  folk  that  hem  to  vertu  yiven. 
And  truly  on  hor  owne  liven, 
And  hem  in  goodnesse  ay  contene,      dSos 
On  hem  is  litel  thrift  y-sene  ; 
Such  folk  drinken  g^et  misese  ; 
That  lyf  [no]  may  me  never  plese. 
But  see  what  gold  ban  usurers. 
And  silver  eek  in  [hir]  gamers,  6K10 

Taylagiers,  and  these  monyours, 
Bailifs,  bedels,  provost,  countours  ; 
These  liven  wel  nygh  by  ravyne ; 
The  smale  puplo  hem  mote  enclync, 
And  they  as  wolves  wol  hem  eten.       ^>8i5 
Upon  the  pore  folk  they  gcton 
Ful  moche  of  that  they  spende  or  kepc  ; 
Nis  none  of  hem  that  he  nil  strepo. 
And  -f-wryon  him-self  wel  atte  fullo ; 
Without[e]  scalding  they  hem  pulle.  <^-<> 
The  stronge  the  foble  overgoth  ; 
But  I,  that  were  my  simple  doth, 
Robbe  bothe  fTobbod  and  robbours. 
And  gyle  f  gyled  and  gylours. 
By  my  treget,  I  gadre  and  threste       6825 
The  greet  tresour  into  my  cheste, 
That  lyth  with  me  so  faste  boundo. 
Myn  higho  paleys  do  I  founde. 
And  my  delytes  I  fulfiUe 
With  wyne  at  feestes  at  my  wUlo,      6830 
And  tables  fulle  of  entremccs ; 
I  wol  no  lyf,  but  ese  and  peos, 
And  winne  gold  to  spende  also. 
For  whan  tho  grete  bogge  is  go, 
It  comoth  right  [eft]  with  my  japes.    6835 
Make  I  not  wel  tumble  myn  apes  ? 
To  winne  is  alwey  myn  entcnt ; 
My  purchas  is  better  than  my  rent ; 
For  though  I  shulde  beten  be, 
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Withontla]  me  m^j  no  wight  dare. 

I  walks  HuleB  for  to  care. 

Of  al  the  worlds  care  have  I 

In  brsde  and  lengths  ;  b 

I  vol  boths  prsche  and  a 

With  faonde*  wills  I  not 

For  of  the  pope  I  have  the  bulle  j 

I  no  holda  not  my  witte*  dulla. 

I  wol  not  rtintsn,  in  my  lyre, 

Thsss  cmpsitmrei  for  to  ahiyre,  6650 

Or  ItyngeB,  dufaea,  and  lordea  gnt^ ; 

Bat  pore  folk  al  qnyte  I  lete. 

I  love  no  mcb  ibryring,  pardee, 

Bnt  it  for  other  cenae  be. 

I  rekks  not  of  pore  men,  6855 

Eir  Bstate  is  not  worth  an  hen. 

'Vniere  fjndest  thoa  a  iwinksr  of  labour 

Have  me  nnto  hia  oonfeesonr  ? 

Bnt  emper«iMa,  and  dacheaus, 

Thiaa  qnenea,  and  eek  [thise]  cooutsuei, 

Thirc  abbflisea,  and  eek  Bigyns,  6861 

^aco  grsto  ladysfl  paloayns, 

Theaa  joly  knightsi,  and  baillyyea, 

Thiaa  nonnea,  and  tbiaa  bnrgeia  wyvaa^ 

That  richs  bssn,  and  eek  pleaing,        6865 

And  thiee  maidene  welfaring, 

Wber-«o  they  cU  J  or  naked  be, 

Unoouncciled  goth  ther  noon  £ro  me. 

And,  for  her  sonlea  savetee. 

At  lord  and  lady,  and  hir  maynea,      (iSjo 

I  tat,  whan  thay  ham  to  me  ahryTa, 

The  proprst«e  of  al  bir  lyra, 

And  make  hem  trows,  bothe  mosat  and 

ls«t, 
Hir  parocb-preat  nis  bnt  a  beeit 
Ayeni  ms  and  tny  company,  687; 

That  Bhrewea  been  aa  greet  aa  I ; 
For  whiphe  I  wol  not  hyde  in  hold 
Ko  privetee  that  me  it  told. 
That  I  by  word  or  aigne,  y-via, 
■(NUmnksbem  knows  what  it  ia,      6SB0 
And  they  wolen  alKi  tsUen  ms ; 
Tbey  bsls  tco  me  no  privitee. 
And  for  to  make  yow  hem  peroeyven, 
That  naen  folk  thna  to  diacayven, 
I  wol  yon  aoyn,  withooton  drede,        6885 
What  man  may  in  the  goapel  redo 
Of  Seynt  Hathaw,  the  goapolare. 
That  aelth,  aa  I  ahal  yon  aey  here. 
'  Upon  tbs  chain  of  Uoyiea — 


■  it  gloaed,  doatelea  : 
I  the  olde  t 


by  ia  the  chairs  ment- 
Sitto  Boribsi  and  Fharii(i)an  ;— 
That  ia  to  aayn,  the  carted  man 
Whioha  that  we  ypooritea  oalla—        6895 
Doth  that  ths;  precbe.  I  rado  yon  alle, 
Bat  doth  not  aa  they  don  a  del. 
That  been  not  very  to  aeye  wsl. 
Bat  to  do  wel,  no  willo  liaYo  they ; 
And  they  wolde  binds  on  folk  alwey, 
That  ben  to  [be]  begylod  aUs,  6901 

-t-Bordena  that  ban  importable ; 
On  folkea  ahnldrea  thingea  they  ooachsn 
That  they  nil  with  hsr  angrea  tonchsn.' 

Amour.  '  And  why  wol  they  not  toncba 
it?' 

F,  Stm,  '  Why  f  6905 

For  hem  ne  liat  not,  alkerly ; 
For  aadds  fbardsna  that  men  taken 
Make  foUea  sholdrea  akec 
And  if  they  do  ongbt  that  good  be. 
That  ia  for  folk  it  shulda  aae  :  6910 

Hsr  fbordsra  larger  maksn  they, 
And  make  hir  bemmaa  wyde  alway. 
And  lovon  aetea  at  ths  toble„ 
The  firate  and  moat  honourable  ; 
And  for  to  han  the  flrat  ohaJerea        6915 
In  aynagogei,  to  hem  Jul  dors  ia  i 
And  willsn  that  folk  ham  lonto  and  grets. 
Whan  that  they  paaaen  thnigh  the  atrete. 
And  wolen  bs  cleped  '  Haiatsr '  also. 
But  they  ne  ahnlde  not  willen  ao  \      0930 
The  goepal  ia  thsr-ageyna. 


seth  wsl  bir 


-ikkidi 


.nother 

Of  hem  that  wol  aysns  na  be, 
Wo  hate  +hem  deedly  everichoon,       6915 
And  we  wol  werry  fhom,  aa  oon. 
Him  that  oon  hateth,  hato  we  alls, 
And  ooDJecto  how  to  doon  him  falls, 
And  if  we  aesn  him  winne  honour, 
Kicbeoaa  or  prayi,  thurgh  hii  valonr,  6930 
ProTcnda,  rent,  or  dignitee, 
Fnl  f^t,  y-wia,  oompaasen  we 
By  what  ladder  be  ia  olumben  ao ; 
And  for  to  makeu  bim  dovin  to  go, 
With  troiaoon  we  wole  him  defame,  6935 
And  doon  him  laae  hia  gods  name. 
Thna  IVom  hii  ladder  ws  him  take. 
And  thui  hia  fteendea  foea  ws  maks ; 


CX] 


Zit  (flonuittni  of  ^  (£lo«^ 


71 


Bat  word  ne  wite  ahal  he  noon, 

TH  alle  his  freendes  been  his  foon.     6940 

For  if  we  dide  it  openly, 

We  might  have  blame  redily ; 

For  hadde  he  wist  of  oar  maljce, 

He  hadde  him  kept,  bat  he  were  nyoe. 

*  Another  is  this,  that,  if  so  ikUe    6945 
That  ther  be  oon  among  as  alle 
That  doth  a  good  torn,  oat  of  drede, 
We  sejm  it  is  oar  alder  dede. 
Ye,  sikerly,  thoagh  he  it  feyned. 
Or  that  him  list,  or  that  him  deyned  6950 
A  man  thargh  him  avaanced  be ; 
Therof  alle  parceners  be  we. 
And  tellen  folk,  wher-so  we  go. 
That  man  thargh  as  is  sprongen  so. 
And  for  to  have  of  men  preysing,       6955 
We  parchace,  thargh  oar  flatering, 
Of  riche  men,  of  gret  poastee, 
Lettres,  to  witnesse  onr  boantee ; 
So  that  noan  weneth,  that  may  as  see. 
That  alle  vertn  in  as  be.  6960 

And  alwey  pore  we  as  feyne  ; 
Bat  how  so  that  we  begge  or  pleyne. 
We  ben  the  folk,  withoat  lesing, 
That  al  thing  have  withoat  having. 
Thas  be  we  dred  of  the  paple,  y-wis.  6965 
And  gladly  my  parpos  is  this  : — 
I  dele  with  no  wight,  bat  he 
Have  gold  and  tresoar  gret  plentee ; 
Hir  acqaeyntaanoe  wel  love  I ; 
This  is  moche  my  de^yr,  shortly.        6970 
I  entremete  me  of  brocages, 
I  make  pees  and  mariages, 
I  am  gladly  execatoar. 
And  many  tymes  procaratoor ; 
I  am  somtyme  messager  ;  6975 

That  falleth  not  to  my  mister. 
And  many  tymes  I  make  enqaestes  ; 
For  me  that  office  not  honest  is ; 
To  dele  with  other  mennes  thing. 
That  is  to  me  a  gret  lyking.  6980 

And  if  that  ye  have  oaght  to  do 
In  place  that  I  repeire  to, 
I  shal  it  speden  thargh  my  wit. 
As  sone  as  ye  have  told  me  it. 
80  that  ye  serve  me  to  pay,  6985 

My  servise  shal  be  3roar  alvray. 
Bot  who-so  wol  chastyse  me, 
Anoon  my  love  lost  hath  he  ; 
For  I  love  no  man  in  no  gyse, 


That  wol  me  reprove  or  chastyse ;      6990 
Bat  I  wolde  al  folk  undertake. 
And  of  no  wight  no  teching  take  ; 
For  I,  that  other  folk  chastyo, 
Wol  not  be  taaght  fro  my  folye. 

'  I  love  noon  hermitage  more  ;         6995 
Alle  desertes,  and  holies  hore, 
And  grete  wodes  everichoon, 
I  lete  hem  to  the  Baptist  lohan. 
I  qaethe  him  quyte,  and  him  release 
Of  Egipt  al  the  wildimesse  ;  7000 

To  fer  wore  alle  my  monsioons 
Fro  alle  citees  and  goode  tonnes. 
My  paleis  and  myn  hoas  make  I 
There  men  may  rcnne  in  openly. 
And  sey  that  I  the  world  forsake.       7005 
Bat  al  amidde  I  bUdo  and  make 
My  hoos,  and  swimme  and  pley  therinne 
Bet  than  a  fish  doth  with  his  finne. 

*  Of  Antocristes  men  am  I, 

Of  whiche  that  Crist  seith  openly,      7010 

They  have  abit  of  holinesse, 

And  liven  in  sach  wikkednesse. 

Outward,  lambren  semen  wo, 

Falle  of  goodnesse  and  of  pitee, 

And  inward  we,  withoaten  fable,        7015 

Ben  gredy  wolves  ravisable. 

We  environne  bothe  londo  and  see  ; 

With  al  the  world  f  werroyen  we  ; 

Wo  wol  ordeyne  of  alle  thing, 

Of  folkes  good,  and  her  living.  7020 

*  If  ther  be  castol  or  citee 
Wherin  that  any  boagorons  bo. 
Although  that  they  of  Milayne  were, 
For  ther-of  ben  they  blamed  there  : 

Or  if  a  wight,  out  of  mesure,  7025 

Woldo  lene  his  gold,  and  take  usure, 

For  that  he  is  so  covoitous  : 

Or  if  he  be  to  leccherous, 

Or  f  thefe,  or  haunto  simonye  ; 

Or  provost,  ful  of  trechorye,  7030 

Or  prelat,  living  jolily, 

Or  prost  that  halt  his  queue  him  by  ; 

Or  olde  horos  hostilers. 

Or  other  bawdos  or  bordillers. 

Or  elles  blamed  of  any  vyoe,  7035 

Of  whiche  men  shulden  doon  justyce : 

By  alio  the  soyntes  that  we  pray. 

But  they  dofcnde  f  hem  with  lamprey, 

With  luce,  with  eles,  with  samouns, 

With  tendre  gees,  and  with  capouns,  7040 
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With  tartes,  or  with  fcheMS  lat. 
With  Joynts  flawne^,  Urode  and  flat, 
With  calewejB,  or  with  pallBillaj 
With  cooingoflf  or  witli  fyn  vitullc, 
That  ve,  nnder  oar  clothes  -wjile,        7a 
Haken  ifaorgh  our  golct  gljdo  : 


Z^  (Bmuunf  of  f(c  (Bosc 


■\  do  I 


Roo-Teuisoim,  fyj-bake  in  pAato  : 
Whether  bo  Ihnt  he  loaro  or  groi. 
Ho  Bhsl  hove  of  a  conlo  n  loigne, 
Willi  wbiehe  men  eheX  him  hii 


lalD, 


idD  a: 


ildedo, 


n  for  hi 

That  men  shnllo  hero  him  crye  end  rare 
A  myle-wey  abonte,  and  more. 
Or  piles  he  shol  in  prisonn  dj-c,  Jv^ 

Bot-ifho  wol  [onr]  frendship  byo, 
Or  Btnerten  that  that  he  linth  do, 
More  thou  his  gilt  amonDteth  to. 
Bnt,  and  he  coDthc  thnrgh  hil  sleight 
Do  malEen  tip  a.  totu  of  height,  ;n6o 

yonglitronghtolwhclhi'T  of  stono  or  tree, 
Or  ortho,  or  tarves  though  it  be, 
Thongh  it  wore  of  no  voundo  stone 
Wmneht  with  wjnjTs  and  acantilone, 
80  that  the  tour  were  staffed  vel        7065 
With  Alls  richoMe  temporal  ; 
And  thanne,  that  ho  wolde  □pdresae 
EugynH,  bolhe  more  and  Icsoe, 
To  casto  Ht  us,  by  every  syde— 
To  here  his  goodo  name  wyde —  jupj 

Such  eloigbtes  [on]  I  shal  yow  nerene, 
BarolleB  of  wyne,  by  sixe  or  Beveue, 
Or  gold  in  BokkoB  gret  plente, 
Ho  sbuldo  sane  delivered  be 
And  if  he  hOTO  noon  Bicb  pitannoes,    ;d7J 
Late  him  stndy  in  oqnipoleneeB, 
And  lele  lyes  and  fallaces, 
If  thnt  ho  wolJe  doserro  our  graces; 
Or  wo  shoJ  here  him  such  witnesse 
Of  sinnp,  and  of  his  wiecphidnesse,     7080 
And  doon  hia  loos  so  wydo  renno, 
That  al  qnik  wo  shnlde  him  brenno, 
"10  penannce, 


lirelw 


vthao 


'  For  thod  shalt  neier,  for  no-thing, 
Con  knowen  ariglit  hy  her  clothing    70! 
Tho  traitonrfl  folio  of  trechorye, 
Bat  thoo  her  werkes  can  aspj-e. 
And  ne  hadde  the  good  keping  he 
\Vhrlom  of  the  nnivertilee,  70. 


That  kepeth  ths  key  of  Crist«Ddome, 
fThey  had  been  tormented,  alio  and  some. 
Sacbe  been  the  atinking  [lols]  prophetis  ; 
Nis  non  of  hem,  that  good  prophete  is  ; 
For  they,  thorgh  wikked  oDtencionn,  jaff 
The  yeor  of  the  Inoamacionn 
A  thoosand  and  two  hand  red  year, 
F^-ve  and  fifty,  ferther  ae  Dor, 
Bronghten  a  book,  with  Bory  grace. 
To  yevcn  ensample  in  comitno  plaoo,  7rao 
That  aeide  thns,  thongh  it  were  fabhi  :-~ 
'  This  is  the  Gospel  renlnrable. 
That  fro  the  Holy  Qoost  is  Bant." 

"  wore  it  worth  to  bea  |y)-hrent  1 
Entitled  was  in  snch  manerc  7105 

This  Ixwk,  of  which  I  telle  hero. 
Ther  aoa  no  wight  in  al  Parys, 
Bifora  Onr  Lady,  at  parrys, 
fThat  [he]  ne  mighte  bye  the  book, 
+To  copy,  if  him  talent  took.  ;mo 

Ther  might  b»  Bee,  by  greet  tresonn, 
FqI  many  falB  coropariBonn  >-~  *~ 
"  As  moche  as,  thttrgb  his  grete  might, 
Bo  it  of  hete,  or  of  light, 
The  snnno  Bonnoantoth  the  mono,       7115 
That  tmnbler  is,  and  channgeth  Bone, 

.  the  noto-kemel  the  shcllo — 
(I  acome  nat  that  I  yow  teUo)— 
Dight  BO,  withouten  any  gyle, 
Sormonateth  this  Dohls  Evangylo       7110 
Tho  word  of  any  evangelist." 

to  her  title  they  token  Christ ; 
And  many  snch  comparisonn. 
Of  which  I  make  no  mencioun, 
Might  mea  in  that  boks  ffndo,  7115 

Who-so  coado  of  hem  have  mindo. 

'  Th'  Dniversiteo,  that  tho  was  aslope, 
Oan  for  to  braide,  and  taken  kepe  | 
And  at  the  noys  tho  hoed  np-^aste, 
Ko  never  sithen  slepte  it  faslo,  71J0 

Bnt  np  it  sterte.  and  armes  took 
Aycns  this  fals  horrible  book, 
Al  redy  batail  for  to  make. 
And  to  the  jngo  the  book  to  take. 
Bnt  they  that  bronghton  the  book  there 

They  nolde  shewe  it  more  a  del. 
But  thenne  it  kepte,  and  kepen  wll, 
Til  sucIl  a  tyme  that  they  may  boo 
That  they  so  strongo  woien  be,  7r4o 

That  no  wight  may  hem  wal  withitonde ; 
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For  bj  that  book  they  doiyt  not  8tond& 

Away  they  gonne  it  for  to  here. 

For  they  ne  dorste  not  answere 

By  expoeicioon  -f'ne  gloee  7145 

To  that  that  clerkes  wole  appose 

Ayens  the  coraednesse,  y-wis, 

That  in  that  boke  writen  is. 

Kow  wot  I  not,  ne  I  can  not  see 

What  maner  ende  that  there  shal  be  7150 

Of  al  this  [boke]  that  they  hyde  ; 

Bnt  yit  algate  they  shal  abyde 

Til  that  they  may  it  bet  defonde  ; 

This  trowe  I  best,  wol  be  hir  ende.  t 

*  Thus  Antecrist  abjrden  we,  7155 

For  we  ben  alle  of  his  meynee  ; 
And  what  man  that  wol  not  be  so, 
Right  Bono  he  shal  his  lyf  forgo. 
We  wol  a  puple  fon  him  areyse, 
And  thorgh  our  gyle  doon  him  seise,  7160 
And  him  on  sharpe  sper^  ryve, 
Or  other-weyes  bringe  him  fro  lyve, 
But-if  that  he  wol  folowe,  y-wis, 
That  in  oar  boke  writen  is. 
Thus  moche  wol  onr  book  signifyo,      7165 
That  whyl  [that]  Peter  hath  maistrye, 
May  never  Johan  shewe  wel  his  might. 

'  Now  have  I  you  declared  right 
The  mening  of  the  bark  and  rinde 
That  maketh  the  ontenciouns  blinde.  7170 
Bat  now  at  erst  I  wol  biginne 
To  expowne  you  the  pith  withinne  : — 
[fAnd  first,  by  Peter,  as  I  wene, 
The  Pope  himself  we  wolden  mene,] 
And  [eek]  the  secolers  domprehende,  7175 
That  Cristes  lawe  wol  defende. 
And  sholde  it  kepen  and  mayntenen 
Ayeines  hem  that  al  sostenen, 
And  falsly  to  the  paple  teohen. 
fAnd  Johan  bitokeneth  hem  fthat  pre- 
rhen,  7180 

That  thcr  nis  lawe  oovenable 
Bat  thilke  Gospel  Perdorable, 
That  fro  the  Holy  Gost  was  sent 
To  tome  folk  that  been  miswent. 
The  strengthe  of  Johan  they  undirstonde 
The   grace    in    which,   they   seye,  they 
stonde,  7186 

That  doth  the  sinfal  folk  converte, 
And  hem  to  Jesns  Crist  reverte. 

^  Fnl  many  another  horriblete 
U»y  men  in  that  boke  see,  7190 

D 


That  ben  comannded,  dontelos, 

Ayens  the  lawe  of  Rome  expres  ; 

And  alle  with  Antecrist  they  holden, 

As  men  may  in  the  book  biholdon. 

And  than  comaonden  they  to  sleen    7195 

Alle  tho  that  with  Peter  been  ; 

Bat  they  shal  nevere  have  that  might, 

And,  god  tofom,  for  stryf  to  fight, 

That  they  ne  shal  y-nough  [men]  finde 

That  Peters  lawe  shal  have  in  minde,  7200 

And  ever  holdo,  and  so  mayntene. 

That  at  the  last  it  shal  bo  scne, 

That  they  shal  alle  come  therto. 

For  ooght  that  they  can  speko  or  da 

And  thilke  lawe  shal  not  stonde,         7205 

That  they  by  Johan  have  undirstonde  ; 

Bat,  maugre  hem,  it  shal  adoan. 

And  been  broaght  to  confhsioon. 

But  I  wol  stinte  of  this  matere. 

For  it  is  wonder  long  to  here  ;  7210 

But  hadde  that  ilko  book  endured, 

Of  better  estate  I  were  ensured  ; 

And  freendes  have  I  yit,  pardee. 

That  han  me  set  in  greet  degree. 

*  Of  al  this  world  is  emperour  7215 

Gyle  my  fader,  the  trechour, 
And  emp[e]resse  my  moder  is, 
Maugre  the  Holy  Gost,  y-wis. 
Our  mighty  linage  and  our  route 
Begneth  in  every  regno  aboute  ;  7220 

And  wel  is  fworth  we  maistrc^  be. 
For  ol  this  world  g^veme  we. 
And  can  the  folk  so  wel  disceyvo. 
That  noon  our  gyle  can  perceyve  ; 
And  though  they  doon,   they  dar    not 
sayo ;  7225 

The  sothe  dar  no  wight  biwreye. 
But  he  in  Cristis  wrath  him  ledeth. 
That  more  than  Crist  my  bretheren  dre- 

deth. 
He  nis  no  ful  good  champioun. 
That  dredeth  such  similacioun  *.  7230 

Nor  that  for  peyne  wole  refasen 
Us  to'  correcten  and  accusen. 
He  wol  not  entremete  by  right, 
Ne  have  god  in  his  eye-sight. 
And  therfore  god  shal  him  punyce  ;    7235 
But  me  ne  rekketh  of  no  vyce, 
Sithen  men  us  loven  comunably, 
And  holden  us  for  so  worthy. 
That  we  may  folk  reprove  echoon, 


74 


Z^t  (Stomaunf  of  (fie  (Bote- 


And  we  nil  Iikts  npref  of  noon.  7)40 

Whom  abnlien  folk  worabJpen  so 
Bat  DB,  that  «tintaQ  never  mo 
To  patren  wh;I  tlint  folk  na  see, 
Thongh  itnntao  bitiiDdehem  bof 

Tfasn  to  enhaauce  chivslire, 

AnJ  lovo  noble  men  and  gay, 

That  joly  glothea  weren  alwaj? 

If  they  be  aich  folk  s>  they  semen, 

So  clene,  as  men  her  clothes  demen.  7)50 

And  that  her  -wordes  folowe  her  dede, 

It  U  grot  pite,  ont  of  drede, 

For  Uiey  vol  be  noon  ypocritea  1 

Of  hem,  ma  thiDkethiitJgTctspiteii; 

1  can  not  love  hem  on  no  BydoL  7155 

Bat  Bogger*  with  these  bodes  wyde, 

With  Bleighe  and  pale  fooes  lene, 

And  grcyo  clothes  not  Rd  dene, 

Bnt  frettod  t\il  of  tatarwaggea, 

And  highe  shoes,  knopped  with  daggcs, 

That  frounoen  lyha  b.  qnaile-pype,        7161 

Or  botes  riveling  ai  a.  gypo  ; 

To  iDch  folk  as  I  yon  devyse 

Shulda  princFs  and  theae  lordes  wyse 

Take  alle  her  londea  and  her  thingcs,  7165 

Bothe  werre  and  pecs,  in  govermngea  ; 

To  SDch  folk  Bholde  a  prince  him  yive. 

That  walds  his  lyf  in  honoar  Uve. 

And  if  they  be  not  b«  they  Heme, 

That  aerren  thus  the  world  to  qoeme,  7170 

There  wolde  I  dwelle,  to  diacejre 

The  folk,  for  they  aha!  not  porceyro. 

'  Bat  I  De  Bpeke  ia  no  such  wyse. 
That  men  aholde  bnmble  abit  diapyse, 
80  that  no  pryde  ther-nnder  be.  7175 

No  man  iholde  hate,  as  thinketh  me, 
The  pore  man  in  aich  clothing. 
Bnt  god  no  preiieth  him  no-thing, 
lliat  seith  he  hath  the  world  foraake. 
And  hath  to  worldly  glorie  him  take,  73S0 
And  vrol  of  aiche  delyces  nse  ; 
Who  may  that  Begger  wel  eionse  ?  , 
That  papelard,  that  him  yeldeth  so. 
And  wol  to  worldly  eao  go. 
And  seith  that  he  the  world  hath  left. 
And  grodily  it  giypoth  ofl,  718* 

He  is  the  honnd,  Bhame  is  to  seyn. 
That  to  hia  caating  goth  ageyn. 

'  Bnt  nnto  yon  dar  I  not  lya  ; 
But  mi^t«  I  felen  or  aspye  7190 


That  ye  percejcred  it  no-thing. 
Ye  sholdefn)  hare  a  staj-k  lesing 
Right  in  yonr  bond  tbuB,  to  bigiune, 
t  nolde  it  lette  for  no  linne.' 

Tho  god  lough  at  the  wonder  tho,    7)95 
And  every  wight  gan  langho  also, 

'  Lo  hero  a  man  aright 
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'  FaU  Semblant,^  qnod  Lovo,  ^  aey  to  me, 
Sith  I  thus  have  avaunced  thee,  7.100 

That  in  my  oourt  is  thy  dwelling. 
And  of  ribaadEB  sbalt  be  my  king, 
Wult  thou  wel  holden  my  forwanletf ' 

F-  Setit^     *  Ye,  air,  l^m  hennes  fore- 

Hadde  never  yonr  fader  here-bifom    730s 
Bervaont  bo  trewe,  aith  ho  was  bom.' 
Amnur.     •  That  is  ayeinca  aJ  nature.' 
F.  Sm.     'Sir,  put  yon  in  that  aven- 

For  thoogh  ye  borowca  take  of  me, 

Tho  sikerer  shol  ye  never  bo  7.:io 

For  ostnges,  ne  sikimcase. 

Or  cbartres,  for  to  bore  witncsae. 

I  toka  yonr-self  to  raconl  here. 

That  men  ne  may,  in  no  manere, 

Toren  thB  wolf  ont  of  hia  hyde,  ;]is 

Til  ho  bo  ffioyn,  bak  and  syde. 

Though  men  him  bete  and  al  defyle ; 

What?  woneyatbat  I  wolebigyle? 

For  I  am  clothed  mekely, 

Thec-tmder  is  al  my  trechery ;  7J10 

Myn  herto  channgolh  never  the  mo 

For  noon  abit,  in  which  I  go. 

Though  I  have  chore  of  aimplenesse, 

I  am  not  wery  of  ghrewedncBBa. 

Uy  Ivmman,  Streyned- Abstinence,       7315 

Huth  Blister  of  my  purveannce  ; 

6be  hadde  ful  longe  ago  be  deed, 

Xore  my  coancel  and  my  reed  ; 

Lete  hir  altone,  and  you  and  me.' 

And  Love  nnawordo,  '  I  tmsto  thee  7330 
Withoutfp]  borowc,  for  I  wol  noon.' 
And  Fals-Semhlant,  the  thref,  anoon. 
Right  in  that  Uko  anme  place, 
That  hadde  of  tresoon  ol  hiafaco         7334 
Sight  bhtk  withinne,  anil  whyt  withoate, 
Thouketh  him,  gan  on  hia  knees  louto. 

Than  was  ther  noogbt,  but '  ET017  man 
Now  to  aasaut,  that  Bailen  can,' 
Qnod  Love, '  and  that  tal  hardily.' 
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Than  armed  they  hexn  coxnxnnnly       7340 

Of  sich  annoor  as  to  hem  feL 

Whan  they  were  armed,  fers  and  fel, 

They  wente  hem  forth,  alle  in  a  route, 

And  sette  the  castel  al  aboute  ; 

They  wil  nought  away,  for  no  drede,  7345 

Til  it  BO  be  that  they  ben  dedo, 

Or  til  they  have  the  caatel  take. 

And  foore  batels  they  gan  make. 

And  parted  hem  in  fuare  anoon, 

And  toke  her  way,  and  forth  they  goon, 

The  fonre  gates  for  to  assaile,  7351 

Of  whiche  the  kepors  wol  not  -failo  ; 

For  they  ben  neither  syke  no  dedo, 

Bnt  hardy  folk,  and  stronge  in  dede. 

Now  wole  I  seyn  the  countenaunce  7355 
Of  Fals-Semblant,  and  Abstinannce, 
That  ben  to  Wikkid-Tonge  went. 
Bnt  first  they  helde  her  parlement, 
Whether  it  to  done  were 
To  maken  hem  be  knowcn  there,         7360 
Or  elles  walken  forth  disgysed. 
Bat  at  the  laste  they  devysed. 
That  they  wold  goon  in  tapinage, 
As  it  were  in  a  pilgrimage, 
Lyk  good  and  holy  folk  nnfeyned.       7365 
And  Dame  Ab6tinence-Stre3*ned 
Took  on  a  robe  of  camelyne, 
And  gan  hir  f  graitho  as  a  Begjme. 
A  large  coverchief  of  thrcdo 
She  wrapped  al  aboate  hir  hede,  7370 

Bat  she  forgat  not  hir  saatere  ; 
A  peire  of  bedes  eek  she  here 
Upon  a  lace,  al  of  wh.^'t  thredo, 
On  which  that  she  hir  bedes  bede  ; 
Bat  she  ne  boughte  hom  never  a  del,  7375 
For  they  were  govon  her,  I  wot  wel, 
God  wot,  of  a  ful  holy  frere, 
That  seide  he  was  hir  fader  dere, 
To  whom  she  haddo  ofbcr  went 
Than  any  frere  of  his  covcnt.  73S0 

And  he  vis^'tcd  hir  also, 
And  many  a  sermoun  seido  hir  to ; 
He  nolde  lette,  for  man  on  lyve, 
That  he  ne  wolde  hir  ofte  shryva 
And  with  so  gret  devocion  7385 

They  made[n]  her  confession. 
That  they  had  ofte,  for  the  nones, 
Two  hedes  in  one  hood  at  ones. 

Of  fair  shape  I  *t'dev>'8e  her  thee, 
Bat  pale  of  fjoce  somtyme  was  she ;     7390 
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That  false  traitonresse  nntrewe 

Was  lyk  that  salowe  hors  of  howe. 

That  in  the  Apocalips  is  shewed, 

That  signifyeth  ftho  folk  beshrewod, 

That  been  al  ful  of  trecherj'O,  7395 

And  pale,  thurgh  hypocrisye  ; 

For  on  that  hors  no  colour  is, 

But  only  deed  and  pale,  y-wis. 

Of  suche  a  colour  enlangoured 

Was  Abstinence,  y-wis,  coloured  ;       7410 

Of  her  estat  she  her  repented, 

As  her  visage  represented. 

She  had  a  burdoun  al  of  Thefte, 
That  Gyle  had  yeve  her  of  his  yefte  ; 
And  a  scrippo  of  Fainte  Distresse,       7405 
That  ful  was  of  elcngenesse, 
And  forth  she  walked  sobrely : 
And  False-Scmblant  saynt,  ie  vous  dy, 
fHad,  as  it  were  for  such  mistere, 
Don  on  the  cope  of  a  frere,  74  lu 

With  chore  simple,  and  ful  pitous  ; 
His  looking  was  not  disdeinous. 
No  proud,  but  moke  and  ful  pesible. 
About  his  nekko  he  bar  a  bible. 
And  squiorly  forth  gan  he  gon  ;  74 15 

And,  for  to  reste  his  limmos  upon, 
He  had  of  Treson  a  potonte  ; 
As  he  were  fcblo,  his  way  ho  wente. 
But  in  his  slevo  ho  gan  to  thringo 
A  rasour  sharp,  and  wel  bytinge,         74  a: 
That  was  forged  in  a  forge, 
WTiich  that  men  clepcn  Coui)e-gorge. 

So  longo  forth  hir  way  they  nomen, 
Til  they  to  W^icked-Tongo  comen, 
That  at  his  gate  was  sitting,  74^5 

And  saw  folk  in  the  way  passing. 
The  pilgrimos  saw  ho  fasto  by, 
That  beren  hem  ful  mckely, 
And  fhumbloly  they  with  him  mette. 
Damo  Abstinence  first  him  grette,      74311 
And  sith  him  False-Semblant  salued, 
jVnd  ho  hem  ;  but  ho  not  fremued, 
For  ho  ne  dredde  hem  not  a-doL 
For  when  ho  saw  hir  faces  wel, 
Alway  in  herto  him  thoughte  so,  7435 

He  shuldo  knowe  hem  botho  two  ; 
For  wel  he  knew  Dome  Abstinaunce, 
But  he  no  know  not  Constreynauncc. 
He  knew  nat  that  she  was  constrayneil, 
No  of  hor  thoves  lyfo  feyned,  7440 

But  wende  sho  com  of  wil  al  free ; 
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But  she  com  In  another  degree ; 
Anil  if  of  good  vil  nhe  began, 
That  wil  wu  f^od  her  [at]  than. 

And  Fab-Semblant  had  be  lejn  ftls, 
But  he  knew  nat  that  he  vru  falB.       7^6 
Yet  fala  was  he.  bat  his  filanessa 
>  Ne  cuudo  he  nab  eepye,  nor  gessa  ; 
For  Somblant  was  bo  elje  wrought, 
That  fdJanesse  he  ne  eapyed  Qonght.    74^ 
Bnt  haddeet  thim  knowen  hica  befom, 
Thon  woldeat  on  a  bake  have  awoin, 
Whan  than  him  nngh  in  thilko  aray 
That  be,  that  whylom  wa*  »  ga;, 
And  of  the  daunce  Joly  Bobin,  7455 

Wu  tho  become  a  Jacobin. 
Bat  soUielf ,  what  so  men  him  calle, 
Frere(i]  Frechonra  been  good  men  alle  ; 
Hir  order  wickedly  thej  beren. 
Snche  minrtrell™  if  1  that]  they  veren. 
So  been  Angostins  and  Cordileree,       7461 
And  Carmea,  and  eek  Sakked.  Frorea, 
And  aUe  frerea,  ahoddo  and  bore, 
(Thongh   some   of  hem  ben  grete  and 

■qnare) 
Fnl  holy  men,  aa  I  hem  dome  ;  7465 

Everich  of  bem  wolde  good  man  eanie. 
Bat  abalt  thoa  never  of  apparenco 
Seen  coDcludo  good  oonBeqaonoo 
In  none  argament,  y-wia, 
If  existence  al  failed  ia.  747a 

For  men  may  finde  alvay  lopbyme 
The  connqnence  to  envenyma, 
'WhctM  that  fhatb  tbe  aabteltae 
The  doable  aeuteuoe  for  to  aae. 

Whan  the  pilgiymeB  comman  were  7475 
To  Wicked-Tonge,  that  dwelled  there, 
Hir  hameis  nigh  hem  waa  algate ; 
By  Wicked-Tonge  adonn  they  late. 
That  bad  hem  nor  him  for  to  some. 
And  of  tydingea  telle  him  •ome.  7480 

And    vyde    hem  ;— '  What  csa  maketh 

To  come  into  this  place  now  T ' 

■Sir,'  aeyde  Btrained-Abatinaance, 

'  We,  fur  to  drye  oor  ponaance, 

With  hsrtoa  pitoaa  and  devoate,  7485 

Are  conunen,  aa  pilgrimea  gon  abonte ; 

Wei  nigh  on  f ota  alway  wo  go  j 

Fnl  fdnaty  been  oar  heles  two  ; 

And  thoa  bothe  wa  ban  aant 

worhl  that  ia  micwent, 


To  yava  anaample,  and  pioche  alaUL 
To  fiaihen  ainfal  men  we  go, 
For  other  flashing  ua  fleibe  wa. 
And,  lir,  for  that  charitee, 
Ab  we  be  wont,  herberwa  we  crave. 

And,  BO  it  Bhnlde  yoa  nat  diaplaBa, 
Wa  woldan,  if  it  were  your  eeo, 

And  Wikked-ToQge  anawerde  ageyn. 


,    7Sn" 
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Soy  what  yoa  Ii»t,  and  I  wol  bore.' 
'  Oraunt  mercy,  awete  aire  dare  ! ' 
Quod  alderflrab  J>amc  Abetinenca,       ^^ 
And  thai  began  aha  b  ir  aanteQca  : 
Com.  AbtUnttux.  '  Sir,  tha  firat  vertai 

The  greteet,  and  mo«t  aorerayn 

That  may  be  foundo  in  any  man. 

For  having,  or  for  wit  ha  con,  751 

That  ii,  hii  tooge  to  refreyno  ; 

Therto  oaght  averr  wight  him  p«yne. 

For  it  is  better  Btillo  bo 

Than  for  to  ipaken  harm,  pardea  ! 

And  be  that  harkeneth  it  gladly,         7.^1 

He  ia  no  good  man,  aikerly. 

And,  air,  aboven  al  otbar  sinna^ 

In  that  art  then  m«t  gilty  inne. 

Thoa  spake  a  japo  not  long  ago, 

(And,  sir,  that  waa  right  yvel  do)        7jj 

Of  a  yong  man  that  here  repaired, 

And  never  yet  tbiB  place  apaired. 

Thoa  seydeat  be  awaited  nothing 

Bat  to  discayve  Fair-Welcoming. 

Ye  aeyde  nothing  sooth  of  that ;  751 

Bat,  sir,  ye  lye ;  I  tall  yon  plat ; 

He  ne  cometb  no  more,  ne  goth,  pardee 

I  trow  ya  shai  bim  never  see. 

Fair-Welcoming  in  prison  is, 

That  ofte  bath  pleyed  with  yon,  er  this, 

Tbe  fairest  games  that  he  conde, 

Withoata  fllthe,  stille  or  londe ; 

Now  dar  -f  ha  nat  hiroaelf  solace. 

Ye  baa  also  the  man  do  choca, 

Tliat  be  dar  neither  come  no  go.  7;^ 

What  meveth  yon  to  hate  him  so 

Bnt  properly  yoar  wikked  thonght. 

That  many  a  (alM  losing  hath  thoogbt  ? 

That  meveth  your  foide  eloqaenoe, 

That  jan^eth  ever  in  andienoe, 
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And  on  the  folk  areyseth  blame, 

And  doth  hem  dishonour  and  shame, 

For  thin^  that  may  have  no  proving. 

Bat  lyklinesae,  and  contriving. 

For  I  dar  seyn,  tliat  Beson  demeth,    7545 

It  is  not  al  sooth  thing  that  semeth 

And  it  is  sinne  to  controve 

Thing  that  is  [for]  to  reprove  ; 

This  wot  ye  wel ;  and,  sir,  therefore 

Ye  am  to  blame  [wel]  the  more.  7550 

And,  natheleaso,  ho  rekketh  lyte  ; 

Ho  yevoth  nat  now  thereof  a  myte  ; 

For  if  he  thonghte  harm,  parfay, 

He  wolde  come  and  gon  al  day  ; 

He  conde  him-selfe  nat  abetene.  7555 

Now  cometh  he  nat,  and  that  is  sene, 

For  he  ne  taketh  of  it  no  cure, 

Bat-if  it  be  throngh  aventore, 

And  lasse  than  other  folk,  algate. 

And  thou  here  watchest  at  the  gate,  7560 

With  spere  in  thyne  arest  alway  ; 

There  muse,  musard,  al  the  day. 

Thou  wakest  night  and  day  for  thought  ; 

Y-wis,  thy  traveyl  is  for  nought. 

And  Jelousye,  withouten  faile,  7565 

Shal  never  quyte  thee  thy  travailo. 

And  scathe  is,  that  Fair- Welcoming, 

Without(en]  any  trespassing, 

Shal  wrongfully  in  prison  be, 

Ther  wepeth  and  langnissheth  he.       7570 

And  though  thou  never  yet,  y-wis, 

Agiltest  man  no  more  but  this, 

(Take  not  a-grcef )  it  were  worthy 

To  putte  theo  out  of  this  baily, 

And  afterward  in  prison  lye,  7575 

And  fettre  thee  til  that  thou  dye ; 

For  thou  shalt  for  this  sinne  dwelle 

Right  in  the  devils  ers  of  belle, 

But-if  that  thou  repente  thee.'  7579 

'  l£a  fay,  thou  lyest  falsly ! '  quod  he. 
'  What  ?  welcome  with  mischaunce  now ! 
Have  I  therfore  herbered  you 
To  seye  me  shame,  and  eek  reprove  ? 
With  sory  happe,  to  your  bihove, 
.^m  I  to-day  your  herbergere  !  7585 

60,  herber  you  elleswhere  than  here. 
That  ban  a  Iyer  called  me  ! 
Two  tregetours  art  thou  and  he. 
That  in  myn  hous  do  me  this  shame, 
And  for  my  soth-sawe  ye  me  blame.   7590 
Is  this  the  sermoun  that  ye  make  ? 


To  alle  the  develles  I  me  take. 

Or  ellcs,  god,  thou  me  confounde : 

But  or  men  diden  this  castel  founde, 

It  passcth  not  ten  dayes  or  twelve,     7595 

But  it  was  told  right  to  my-selvo, 

And  as  they  scide,  right  so  tolde  I, 

He  kiste  the  Rose  privily  ! 

Thus  seido  I  now,  and  have  seid  yore  ; 

I  not  wher  ho  dido  any  more.  7600 

Why  shuldo  men  sey  me  such  a  thing. 

If  it  hadde  boon  gabbing? 

Right  so  scide  I,  and  wol  seye  3rit ; 

I  trowe,  I  lyod  not  of  it ; 

And  with  my  hemes  I  wol  blowe         7605 

To  alle  neighboris  a-rowe, 

How  he  hath  bothe  comcn  and  gon.' 

Tho  spak  Fals-Semblunt  right  unon, 
*  Al  is  not  gospel,  out  of  doute. 
That  men  seyn  in  the  toune  aboute  ;  7610 
Ley  no  deef  ere  to  my  speking  ; 
I  swere  yow,  sir,  it  is  gabbing ! 
I  trowe  ye  wot  wel  certcynly. 
That  no  man  loveth  him  tenderly 
That  seith  him  harm,  if  he  wot  it,      7615 
Al  be  ho  never  so  pore  of  wit. 
And  sooth  is  also  sikerly, 
(This  knowe  ye,  sir,  as  wel  as  I), 
That  lovers  gladly  wol  visyten 
The  places  thor  hir  loves  habyten.      7620 
This  man  you  loveth  and  eek  honoureth ; 
This  man  to  servo  you  labouroth ; 
And  clepeth  you  his  freend  so  doro. 
And  this  man  maketh  you  good  chore. 
And  overj'-wher  that  [he]  you  moteth, 
Ho  you  saleweth,  and  ho  you  groteth.  7626 
Ho  preseth  not  so  oftc,  that  ye 
Ought  of  his  come  encombrod  be  ; 
Ther  presen  other  folk  on  yow 
Ful  ofter  than  [that]  he  doth  now.      7630 
And  if  his  herto  him  streyned  so 
Unto  tho  Rose  for  to  go^ 
Ye  shuldo  him  seen  so  ofte  nede. 
That  ye  shuldo  take  him  with  the  dodo. 
Ho  coudo  his  coming  not  forbere,        7635 
Though  yo  him  thrilled  with  a  spere  ; 
It  nero  not  thanne  as  it  is  now. 
But  trustoth  wel,  I  swore  it  yow. 
That  it  is  clene  out  of  his  thought. 
Sir,  certos,  ho  ne  thenkoth  it  nought ; 
No  more  ne  doth  Fair- Welcoming,     7641 
That  sore  abyeth  al  this  thing. 
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And  if  tliey  were  of  oon  eissent, 

SembUnt,  a  good  man  semen  ye  ; 

Vol  tone  wero  the  Ba™  hent  ; 

And,  Abstinence,  fol  wywj  ye  (erne  ; 

The  mangTB  ynures  woliie  be.                7S45 

Of  0  talent  yon  bothe  I  deme.              767+ 

And  sir,  of  0  thing  horkenctb  me  : — 

Bitli  yo  this  man,  that  loTcth  yow, 

F.  Stm.  'Bight  here  anoon' thoa  ahalt 

Hud  aoiJ  auch  harm  and  ghame  now, 

bo  .hriven. 

WtMhwel.  irhegeMcdit, 

And  sey  thy  sinne  withonte  more  ; 

Yo  may  wel  domen  in  your  wit,           7650 

Of  thia  Shalt  thou  repento  sore  ; 

He  Dolde  no-tliing  love  von  so, 

For  I  am  preeat,  and  have  ponatee 

Ne  oallen  you  liis  freend  also, 

To  ehiyvo  folk  of  moat  dignitee           7«1.) 

Bnt  night  and  day  ho  fwolde  wake, 

That  t^n,  as  wvde  aa  world  may  dare. 

the  castol  to  destroys  and  take, 

Of  nl  this  world  I  have  the  cure, 

If  it  were  aooth  as  yo  devjraa  ;              7655 

And  that  had  never  yit  peraoan. 

No  viearie  of  no  nmner  tnnn. 

Might  it  i.anie  him  even-dol, 

And,  god  wot,  I  have  of  thro                76S5 

Or  liy  him-aelf  porceyven  wol  ; 

A  thooaand  tymes  more  piteo 

For  sitli  he  might  not  come  and  ffon 

Than  hath  thy  jireeat  parochial, 

As  ho  was  wiiylom  wont  to  don.          7660 

Though  ho  thy  freend  be  apecial. 

He  might  it  Enno  wite  and  soo  ; 

I  have  avaonlngo,  in  0  wj-se. 

But  now  >1  otl.er.»T™  ■^loth  he. 

Tlian  have  +yo,  sir.  al-ooterly 

Nehalflolettredaaaml. 

Deservo.1  hollo,  and  jolyly 

I  am  licenced  boldely 

The  deth  of  helle,  doutelpB,                  7665 

In  diviaitee  to  rede, 

That  thrailen  folk  »o  giUoles.' 

Palfl-Semblant  piwoth  bo  this  thing 

If  yo  wol  >-.m  now  confesse.                  769s 

That  ho  can  noon  answering, 

And  love  j-onr  ainnes  more  and  lesse. 

Wilhont  abood,  hnele  donn  anon, 

That  nygli  ho  fel  in  ropentnnnco,       75;u 

And  j-on  sbal  have  abeolucion.'          ;6p8 

And  acide  him  :-•  Sir,  it  may  wel  bo. 

THE   MINOR   POEMS. 


-M- 


I.     AN  A.  B.  C. 

Indpit  carmen  tecundum  ordinem  lUerarum  Alphdbeti, 


Alxiortt  and  ol  xnerciable  qaene, 

To  whom  that  al  this  world  fleeth  for 

socour, 
T,>  have  relees  of  sinne,  sorwo  and  tone, 
Glorious  virg^ine,  of  alle  floares  flour, 
To  thee  I  flee,  confounded  in  errour !      5 
Help  and  releve,  thou  mighty  debonaire, 
Have  mercy  on  my  i>erilous  langour  ! 
Yenquisshed  m'  hath  my  cruel  adversaire. 

Bonnteo  so  fix  hath  in  thyn  herte  his 

tente, 
That  -wel  I  wot  thou  wolt  my  socour  be,  10 
Thou  canst  not  wame  him  that,  with 

good  entente, 
Axeth  thyn  help.  Thyn  herte  is  ay  so  free, 
Thou  art  lai^sse  of  ployn  felicitoe, 
Haven  of  refut,  of  quiete  and  of  reste. 
Lo,  how  that  theves  seven  chasen  me  !  15 
Help,  lady  bright,  er  that  my  ship  to- 

breste ! 

Comfort  is  noon,  but  in  yow,  lady  dero ; 
For  lo,  my  sinne  and  vny  confusioun, 
Which  onghtcn  not  in  thy  presence  ajv- 

pero, 
Han  take  on  me  a  grevous  accioun         20 
Of  verrey  right  and  desperacioun  ; 
And,  as  by  right,  they  mightcn  wel  sus- 

tene 
That  I  were  worthy  my  dampnacioun, 
Xere  mercy  of  yon,  blisfol  hevene  quene. 


Doute  is  ther  noon,  thou  queen  of  miseri- 

corde,  25 

That  thou  n'art  cause  of  grace  and  mercy 

here  ; 
God  vouched  sauf  thurgh  thee  with  us 

t'acorde. 
For  certcs,  Cristes  blisful  moder  dere. 
Were  now  the  bowe  bent  in  swich  manere. 
As  it  was  first,  of  justice  and  of  yre,      30 
The  rightful  God  nolde  of  no  mercy  here ; 
But  thurgh  thee  ban  we  gprace,  as  we 

desyre. 

Sver  hath  myn  hope  of  refut  been  in  thee. 
For  heer-bifom  ful  ofte,  in  many  a  wyse. 
Hast  thou  to  misericorde  roceyrod  me.  35 
But  mercy,  lady,  at  the  grete  assyse. 
Whan  we  shul  come  bifore  the  hye  jus- 

tyse ! 
So  litel  fruit  shal  thanne  in  me  be  founde. 
That,   but  thou  er  that  day  me  -j-wel 

chastjTse, 
Of  vorrey  right  my  werk  me  wol  con- 

founde.  40 

Fleeing,  I  flee  for  socour  to  thy  tente 
Mo  for  to  hyde  from  tempest  ful  of  drede, 
Biseching  you  that  ye  you  not  absente, 
Thoughlbowikke.  O  help  yit  at  this  nede! 
Al  have  I  been  a  besto  in  wille  and  dcde, 
Yit,  lady,  thou  me  clothe  with  thy  grace. 
Thyn  enemy  and  myn  (lady,  tak  hede)  47 
Un-to  my  deeth  in  poynt  is  me  to  chace. 


So 
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Glorioiui  mayde  and  moder,  wliich  that 

never 
Were  bitter,  neither  in  erthe  nor  in  see,  50 
Bat  ftil  of  swetnosso  and  of  mercy  ever, 
Help  that  my  fader  bo  not  wroth  with  me ! 
Spek  thon,  for  I  ne  dar  not  him  ynsee. 
So  have  I  doon  in  erthe,  alias  ther-whyle ! 
That  certes,  bnt-if  thou  my  sooonr  be,  55 
To  stink  eteme  he  wol  my  gost  exyle. 

He  vouched  sauf,  tol  him,  as  was  his  wille, 
Bicome  a  man,  to  have  our  alliaunce. 
And  with  his  precious  blood  ho  wroot  the 

biUe 
Up-on  the  crois,  as  general  acquitaunce, 
To  every  i>enitcnt  in  fVil  crcaunce  ;        61 
And   thorfor,  lady  bright,   thou  for  us 

praye. 
Than  shalt  thou  bothe  stinto  al  his  grev- 

aunce. 
And  make  our  foo  to  failen  of  his  praye 

I  wot  it  wel,  thou  wolt  ben  our  sooour,  65 
Thou  art  so  ful  of  bountee,  in  certeyn. 
For,  whan  a  soule  falleth  in  errour. 
Thy  pitee  goth  and  haleth  him  ayeyn. 
Than  makest  thou   his  pees  with    his 

Bovereyn, 
And  bringest  him  out  of  the  crooked 

strete.  70 

Who-so  thee  loveth  ho  shal  not  love  in 

veyn. 
That  shal  he  flnde,  as  he  the  lyf  shal  lete. 

Kalenderes  enlumined  ben  they 

That  in  this  world  ben  lighted  with  thy 

name. 
And  who-so  goth  to  you  the  righte  wey,  75 
Him  thar  not  drede  in  soule  to  be  lame. 
Now,  queen  of  comfort,  sith  thou  art  that 

same 
To  whom  I  sechc  for  my  medicyne, 
Lat  not  my  foo  no  more  my  wounde  en- 
tame, 
Kyn  hele  in-to  thyn  hand  al  I  resigne.  80 

Iiady,  thy  sorwe  can  I  not  portreye 
Under  the  cros,  ne  his  grevous  ponaunce. 
But,  for  your  bothes  peynes,  I  you  preye, 
Lat  not  our  alder  foo  make  his  bobaunoe, 
That  he  hath  in  his  listes  of  mischaunoe  85 
Convict  that  ye  bothe  have  bought  so 
dere. 


As  I  seide  erst,  thou  ground  of  our  sub- 

staunce, 
(Continue  on  us  thy  pitous  eyen  dere ! 

Moises,  that  saugh  the  bush  with  flaumos 

rede 
Brenninge,  of  which  ther  never  a  stikke 

brende,  90 

Was  signe  of  thyn  unwemmed  maiden- 

hede. 
Thou  art  the  bush  on  which  ther  gan 

descende 
The  Holy  Gost,  the  which  that  Moises 

wende 
Had  ben  a-fyr  ;  and  this  was  in  figure. 
Now  lady,  from  the  fyr  thou  us  defend  e  95 
Which  that  in  helle  eternally  shal  dure. 

KToble  princesse,  that  never  haddest  pore, 

Certes,  if  any  comfort  in  us  be, 

That  cometh  of  thee,  thou  Cristes  moder 

dere, 
We  han  non  other  melodye  or  glee      ioc> 
Us  to  rejoyse  in  our  advorsitee, 
N*  advocat  noon  that  wol  and  dar  so  prcye 
For  us,  and  that  for  litel  hyre  as  ye. 
That  helpen  for  an  Avo-Marie  or  tweya 

O  verrey  light  of  eyen  that  ben  blinde,  u>5 
O  verrey  lust  of  labour  and  distresse, 
O  tresorere  of  bountee  to  mankinde. 
Thee  whom    Qod    chees  to  moder    for 

humblesse ! 
From  his  ancille  he  made  thee  maistresso 
Of  hevene  and  erthe,  our  bille  up  for  to 

bede.  no 

This  world  awaiteth  ever  on  thy  good- 

nesse, 
For  thou  ne  failest  never  wight  at  nede. 

Purpos  I  have  sum  tyme  for  t'enquero, 
Wherfore  and  why  the  Holy  Oost  thoe 

soughte. 
Whan  Gabrielles  vois  cam  to  thyn  ere.  1 15 
He  not  to  werre  us   swich   a   wonder 

.    wroughte, 
But  for  to  save  us  that  he  sithen  boughtc 
Than  nedeth  us  no  wei)en  us  for  to  save. 
But  only  ther  we  did  not,  as  us  oughtc. 
Do  penitence,  and  mercy  axe  and  have.  120 

Queen  of  comfort,  yit  whan  I  me  bithink 
That  I  agilt  have  bothe,  him  and  thee, 
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And  that  my  soule  is  worthy  for  to  sinker 
Alias,  I,  caitif,  whider  may  I  flee  ? 
Who  &hal  tin-to  thy  sone  my  mene  be?  125 
Who,  but  thy-fielf,  that  art  of  piteo  wello  ? 
Thou  hast  more  renthe  on  our  adversitee 
Than  in  this  -world  mighte  any  tun^  telle. 

Bedresse  me,  moder,  and  me  chastysef 
For,  certeynly,  my  fadres  chaatisinge  130 
That  dar  I  nought  abyden  in  no  wyse  : 
So  hidous  is  his  .rightful  rekeninge. 
Koder,  of  whom  our  mercy  gan  to  springe, 
Beth  ye  my  juge  and  eek  my  soules  leche ; 
For  ever  in  you  is  pitee  haboundinge   135 
To  ech  that  wol  of  piteo  you  biseche. 

80th  is,  that  God  ne  graunteth  no  pitee 
With-oute  thee ;  for  God,  of  his  goodnosse, 
Foxyiveth  noon,  but  it  lyke  un-to  thee. 
He  hath  thee  maked  vicaire  and  mais- 
tr esse  140 

Of  al  the  world,  and  eek  govemeresse 
Of  hevene,  and  he  represseth  his  justyse 
After  thy  wille,  and  therefore  in  witnesse 
He  hath  thee  crouned  in  so  ryal  wyse. 

Temple  devout,  ther  god  hath  his  won- 

inge,  145 

Fro  which  these  misbileved  pryved  been, 
To  you  my  soule  penitent  I  bringe. 
Receyve  me  !  I  can  no  ferther  fleen  ! 
With  thomes  venimous,  O  hevene  queen, 
For  which  the  erthe  acursed  was  ful  yore, 
I  am  so  wounded,  as  ye  may  wel  seen,  151 
That  I  am  lost  almost ; — it  smert  so  sore. 

Virgine,  that  art  so  noble  of  apparaile. 
And  ledest  us  in-to  the  hye  tour  154 


Of  Paradys,  thou  me  wisse  and  counsaile, 
How  I  may  have  thy  grace  and  thysocour; 
Al  have  I  been  in  filthe  and  in  crrour. 
Lady,  un-to  that  court  thou  mo  ajoume 
That  deped  is  thy  bench,  O  fressho  flour  I 
Ther-as  that  mercy  ever  sbal  sojoume.  160 

Xristus,   thy  sone,   that   in   this  world 

alighte, 
Up-on  the  cros  to  suffro  his  x>assioun, 
And  f  eek,  that  Longios  his  herte  pighte. 
And  made  his  herte  blood  to  renneadoun ; 
And  al  was  this  for  my  salvacioun  ;      165 
And  I  to  him  am  fals  and  eek  unkinde, 
And  yit  he  wol  not  my  dampnaoioun — 
This  thanke  I  you,  socour  of  al  mankinde. 

Tsaao  was  figure  of  his  decth,  certeyn. 
That  so  fer-forth  his  fader  wolde  obeyo  170 
That  him  no  rough te  no-thing  to  be  slayn ; 
Right  so  thy  sone  list,  as  a  lamb,  to  deye. 
Now  lady,  ful  of  mercy,  I  you  proye, 
Sith  ho  his  mercy  mesurcd  so  largo. 
Be  ye  not  skant ;  for  alle  wo  singe  and 
Beye  175 

That  ye  ben  from  vengeaunce  ay  our  targe. 

Zacharie  you  clei>eth  the  open  wello 
To  wasshe  sinful  soule  out  of  his  gilt. 
Therfore  this  lessoun  oughte  I  wel  to  telle 
That,  nere  thy  tender  herte,  we  weren- 

spilt.  180 

Now  lady  brighte,  sith  thou  canst  and  wilt 
Ben  to  the  seed  of  Adam  merciable, 
So  bring  us  to  that  palais  that  is  bilt 
To  penitents  that   ben  to  mercy  able. 

Amen.  184 


EscplicU  carmen. 


II.     THE  COMPLEYNTE   UNTO   PITE. 


Prrs,  that  I  have  sotight  so  yore  ago. 
With  herte  sore,  and  ful  of  besy  peyne, 
That  in  this  world  was  never  wight  so  wo 
With'OUte  dethe  ;  and,  if  I  shal  not  feyne, 
Hy  purpos  was,  to  Pite  to  compleyne      5 
Upon  the  cmeltee  and  tirannye 
Of  Love,  that  for  my  trouthe  doth  me  dye. 


And  when  that  I,  by  lengthe  of  certeyn 

yeres. 
Had  ever  in  oon  a  tyme  sought  to  spcko, 
To  Pite  ran  I,  al  bespreynt  with  teres,  10 
To  preyen  hir  on  Crueltee  m'  awreke. 
But,  er  I  might  with  any  worde  out- 
broke, 


82 


tr$e  QTltnor  ^oeme. 


Or  tellcn  any  of  my  peynes  sxnerte, 

I  fond  liir  deod,  and  buried  in  an  herto. 

Adonn  I  fol,  -when  that  I  sangh  the  hcrse, 
Deod  08  a  stoon,  whyl  that  tho  swogh  nxe 

Inste ;  i6 

Bat  np  I  roos,  with  colour  ful  diverse, 
And  pitously  on  hir  myn  y^n  caste, 
And  ner  tho  corps  I  gan  to  presen  &ste, 
And  for  the  soule  I  shoop  mo  for  to 

preye ;  20 

I  -fnas  but  lorn ;  ther  fnas  no  more  to 

seye. 

Thus  am  I  slayn,  sith  that  Pite  is  deed  ; 
Alios !  that  day !   that  over  hit  shnldo 

folle ! 
Wliot  manor  man  dar  now  holdo  up  his 

heed? 
To  whom  shal  any  sonvf\il  herte  calle  ?  35 
Now  Crueltco  hath  cast  to  sleen  us  alle, 
In  ydel  hope,  folk  redeleos  of  peyne — 
Sith  she  is  deed — ^to  whom  shul  we  com- 

pleyne  ? 

But  yot  encreseth  me  this  wonder  newe, 
That  no  wight  woot  that  she  is  deed,  but  I ; 
So  many  men  as  in  hir  tynxe  hir  knewe, 
And  yet  sho  dyed  not  so  sodeynly  ;        32 
For  I  have  sought  hir  ever  ful  besily 
Sith  first  I  hadde  wit  or  mannes  mindo  ; 
But  she  was  deed,  er  that  I  coude  hir 
finde.  35 

Aboute  hir  herso  ther  stodon  lustily, 
Withouten  any  wo,  as  thoughto  me, 
Bountee  parfit,  wel  armed  and  richely, 
And  frosshe  Boautoo,  Lust,  and  Jolitco, 
Assured  Manor,  Youtho,  and  Honosteo,  40 
Wisdom,  Estaat,  [and]  Drcod,  and  Go- 

vemaunce, 
Confedred  botho  by  bondo  and  olliaunce. 

A  compleynt  hoddo  I,  writcn,  in  myn 

hond, 
For  to  have  put  to  Pite  as  a  bille. 
But  whan  I  al  this  companye  ther  fond, 
That  rather  woldon  al  my  cause  spille  46 
Than  do  me  help,  I  held  my  pleynte  stille ; 
For  to  that  folk,  withouten  any  failo, 
Withoute  Pite  may  no  bille  availe. 

Then  leve  I  al  thise  virtues,  sauf  Pite,  50 
Keping  tho  corps,a8  ye  have  herd  me  Bejni, 


Confedred  oUe  by  bonde  of  Crueltee, 
And  been  assented  that  I  shal  be  sle>'n. 
And  I  have  put  my  compleynt  up  ogeyn  ; 
For  to  my  foos  my  bille  I  dor  not  shewe, 
Theffect  of  which  seith  thus,  in  wordes 
fewe : —  56 

Ths  mile. 

•T  *  Humblest  of  herto,  hyest  of  reverence, 
Benigne  flour,  coroune  of  vertues  allc, 
Sheweth  unto  your  rial  excellence 
Your  servaunt,  if  I  dursto  me  so  callc,  60 
His  mortal  harm,  in  which  he  is  y-falle, 
And  noght  al  only  for  his  evel  fare. 
But  for  your  ronoun,  as  he  shal  declare. 

'  Hit    stondeth    thus :   your    contraire, 

Crueltee, 
Allyed  is  ageynst  your  rogalj'e  65 

Under  colour  of  womanly  Beautec, 
For    men    [no]   shuld    not    knowe    hir 

tirannyo. 
With  Bountee,  Gentilesse,  and  Curtesyo, 
And  hath  depryved  you  now  of  your  place 
That    hight    "Beautee,    apertenant    to 


Grace," 


?» 


*  For  kindly,  by  your  heritage  right, 
Ye  been  annexed  ever  unto  Bountee ; 
And  verrayly  ye  oughte  do  your  might 
To  helpe  Troutho  in  his  adversitee. 

Ye  been  also  the  coroune  of  Beautee  ;    75 
And  certes,  if  ye  wanton  in  thise  twcyne. 
The  world  is  lore  ;  ther  fnis  no  more  to 
seyne. 

^  *  £ek  what  availeth  Manor  and  Gen- 
tilesse 
Withoute  you,  benigne  creature  ? 
Shal  Crueltee  be  your  govemeresse  ?     80 
Alias !  what  herte  may  hit  longo  endure  ? 
Wherfor,  but  ye  the  rathor  take  cure 
To  broke  that  perilous  alliaunce. 
Ye  sleen  hem  that  ben  in  your  obeisaunco. 

*  And  further  over,  if  ye  suffre  this,        85 
Your  renoun  is  fordo  than  in  a  throwe  ; 
Ther  shal  no  man  wite  wel  what  Pite  is. 
Alias !  that  your  renoun  shuld  bo  so  lowe ! 
Ye  be  than  fro  your  heritage  y-throwe 
By  Crueltee,  that  occupieth  your  place ;  90 
And  we  despeired|  that  seken  to  your 

grace. 
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*  Hato  mercy  on  me,  thoa  Herenus  quene, 
That  yoa  have  Bought  so  tenderly  and 

yore; 
Let  somstreem  of  your  light  on  me  be  sene 
That  love  and  drede  you,  ay  lenger  the 

more.  95 

For,  sothly  for  to  sejoie,  I  here  the  sore, 
And,  thongh  I  be  not  canning  for  to 

pleyne, 
For  goddes  love,  have  mercy  on  my  peyne ! 

*"  *  My  i)eyne  is  this,  that  what  so  I  desire 
That  have  I  not,  ne  no-thing  lyk  therto  ; 
And  ever  set  Desire  myn  herte  on  fire ; 
£ek  on  that  other  syde,  wher-so  I  go,  loa 
What  maner  thing  that  may  encrese  wo 
That  have  I  redy,  unsoght,  everywhere ; 
Me  [no]  lakketh  bat  my  deth,  and  thux 
my  here.  105 


*  What  nedeth  to  shewe  parcel  of  my 

peyne? 
Sith  every  wo  that  herte  may  bethinke 
I  snffre,  and  yet  I  dar  not  to  you  ployne  ; 
For  wel  I  woot,   al-though   I   wake  or 

winke. 
Ye  rekke  not  whether  I  flete  or  sinke.  1 10 
But  natheles,  my  trouthe  I  shal  sustene 
Unto  my  deeth,  and  that  shal  wel  be 

sene. 

*  This  is  to  sejoie,  I  wol  be  youres  ever ; 
Though  ye  me  sleo  by  Cmeltee,  your  fo, 
Algato  my  spirit  shal  never  dissever     115 
Fro  your  servyse,  for  any  peyne  or  wo. 
Sith  ye  be  deed — alias  !  that  hit  is  so  ! — 
Thus  for  your  deth  I  may  wol  wepe  and 

pleyne  u8 

With  herte  sore  and  ful  of  besy  peyne.* 


Here  endeUi  the  exclamacion  of  tlie  Deth  of  Pyte. 


III.     THE  BOOK  OF  THE   DUCHESSE. 


The  Proem. 

I  HAVE  grot  wonder,  by  this  liglite. 
How  that  I  live,  for  day  ne  nighte 
j  may  nat  slepe  wel  nigh  noght ; 
I  have  so  many  an  ydel  thoght 
Purely  for  defaute  of  slepe, 
That,  by  my  trouthe,  I  take  ')-kei)e 
Of  no-thing,  how  hit  cometh  or  goth, 
Xe  me  nis  no-thing  leef  nor  loth. 
Al  is  y-liche  good  to  me — 
Joye  or  sorowe,  wherso  hit  be — 
For  I  have  feling  in  no-thing. 
But,  as  it  were,  a  mased  thing, 
Alway  in  point  to  falle  a-doun  ; 
For  fsory  imaginacioun 
Is  alway  hoolly  in  my  minde. 

And  wel  ye  woot,  agayncs  kinde 
Hit  were  to  liven  in  this  wyse  ; 
For  nature  woldo  nat  sufiyse 
To  noon  erthely  creature 
Not  longo  tjrme  to  endure 


10 


»5 


30 


Withoute  slepe,  and  be[en]  in  sorwe  ; 

And  I  ne  may,  no  night  ne  morwe, 

Slepo;  and  fthus  molancolye, 

And  dreed  I  have  for  to  dye, 

Dofaute  of  slepe,  and  hovinesso  25 

Hath  slcyn  my  spirit  of  quiknesse. 

That  I  have  lost  al  lustihedo. 

Sucho  fantasyes  ben  in  myn  hede 

So  I  not  what  is  best  to  do. 

But  men  mighte  axe  me,  why  so        30 
I  may  not  slope,  and  what  me  is? 
But  natheles,  who  aske  this 
Lesoth  his  asking  trowely. 
liy-sclven  can  not  telle  why 
The  sooth  ;  but  trewcly,  as  I  gesse,         35 
I  holds  hit  be  a  siknesse 
That  I  have  suffrod  this  eight  yere. 
And  yet  my  bote  is  never  the  nere  ; 
For  ther  is  phisicien  but  oon. 
That  may  me  hele ;  but  that  is  doon.    40 
Passe  we  over  until  eft ; 
That  wil  not  be,  moot  node  be  left ; 
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Oqt  finrt  niHtero  ia  good  to  koiio. 

Bnt  I  mowe  of  my  lordo  here  !' 

So  whrin  I  mw  I  might  not  »lepe, 

Suth  .orwe  tbia  Udy  to  her  took            gj 

Til  now  Ulo,  thU  other  night,                 « 

That  trewely  T.  which  made  thii  book, 

Upon  my  boddo  I  *at  npright. 

Had  .wieh  pite  and  awich  rowthe 

And  had  oon  reche  me  a  book. 

To  rede  hir  aorwe,  that,  hr  my  trowthe. 

A  romnonco,  and  he  hit  mc  tixik. 

I  ferde  Ibe  wo™  al  tho  morwe 

To  rmlo  and  diyvo  tho  night  away  ; 

After,  to  thenken  on  her  aorwe.            i.r. 

For  rao  thoghte  it  hotter  play                  jo 

So  whan  fshe  conde  here  no  word 

Then  pl»re[nj  eitlior  nt  chewe  or  tablM. 

That  no  man  mighto  flndo  hir  lord. 

And  in  this  hoke  were  writen  fkUw 

Fnl  oft  .he  awounod,  and  aeide  '  alas ! ' 

That  clerkoB  hsddo,  in  olde  tyme, 

For  aorwe  ftil  nigh  wood  ahe  was. 

And  othor  p«>ta.  put  in  rymo 

Ne  ihe  coudo  no  reed  hot  oon  ;              tirj 

To  mio,  and  for  to  bo  in  mindo               55 

Dut  donn  on  kneea  ahe  aat  anoon. 

Wliyl  men  lovpd  tlio  lawe  of  kindo. 

And  fweep,  that  pita  waa  to  here. 

This  book  no  spsk  but  of  snch  thingo, 

'Almorey!  aweto  lady  dero  ! ' 

Of  qucnpa  IjTos,  and  of  kinges. 

Qnod  .ho  to  Juno,  hir  goddeue ; 

And  many  nthere  thingea  amale. 

■  Help  me  out  of  thia  diatreaac,               110 

Amongo  al  tliis  I  fond  a  tola                   60 

And  j-eve  mo  grace  my  lord  to  ua 

That  me  tlionghfco  a  wonder  thing. 

S-ioe,  or  wito  wh«r-ao  ho  be. 

This  wat  tho  tale  :  Ther  was  a  king 

Or  how  ho  farcth,  or  in  what  wyae, 

That  highte  Spj-s,  and  haddc  a  wyf. 

And  I  ahal  make  yon  aacrlfj-BD, 

The  besto  that  miglifo  bore  lyf ; 

And  hooUy  yourea  become  I  ahal            1  ij 

And  this  quono  highto  AJcyone.              65 

With  good  wil,  body,  herte,  an.l  al  ; 

So  hit  befcl,  therafter  sone, 

And  but  lion  wilt  thia,  laily  awota. 

This  king  woldo  wenden  over  lee. 

Send  me  grace  t«  .lepe,  and  mcto 

To  tollen  ihortly,  -whan  that  he 

In  my  alepe  aom  oert*j-n  aweven. 

Wae  in  tho  aoe,  thni  in  this  i^yse, 

Wher-through  that  I  may  knowen  even 

Socho  a  tcmiieit  gan  to  ryso                     70 

\Vhether  my  lord  bo  qnik  or  doed.'        wi 

Tliat  bmk  liir  nuut,  and  nmde  it  fallo. 

With  that  word  aho  hang  douo  the  heed, 

And  dlefte  liir  ship,  and  dreinto  hom  alio, 

And  Al  a-iwown  aa  cold  as  aton  ; 

That  never  wo«  fonndcn,  HS  it  tellOB, 

Hir  women  caughte  her  np  anon. 

Bord  ne  man,  no  nothing  elleB. 

And  broghton  hir  in  bed  al  naked,       uj 

night  thna  this  king  Soya  lo»(e  hi.  lyf.  75 

Now-tfor  (0  apokcn  ofliiawvf  i— 

Waa  wery,  and  tbn.  Ihe  dede  aleep 

Thiahxdr.  that  KB.  left  at  homo,     ' 

Fil  on  her,  or  ahe  toke  keep, 

Hath  wonder,  that  the  king  ne  come 

Through  Juno,  that  had  herd  hir  bone. 

Hoom,  for  hit  wa.  a  longe  tenne. 

That  made  hir  [for]  to  alepe  sone  ;         ijo 

Anon  her  herte  te»n  to  erme  ;                80 

For  as  she  piayde,  +B0  was  don, 

And  for  that  hir  thoughts  evenno 

In  dede  ;  for  Juno,  right  anon, 

Hit  «a.  not  wel  -fha  dwelte  ao, 

She  longod  ao  after  the  king 

To  do  her  erande,  and  be  com  nare. 

That  corle.,  hit  wore  a  pitona  thing 

Hlian  he  waa  coma,  ahe  bad  him  thna  :  1.(5 

To  toUe  hir  hertelj-  »rwlbl  Ij-f                Bj 

'  Oo  hot,'  qood  Juno,  '  to  Morphona, 

That  fhaddo,  ala«  !  thi.  noble  wyf ; 

Thon  knoweat  him  wel,  the  god  of  aloep ; 

For  him  .he  loved  alderbori. 

Anon  aho  aento  hotbo  eeat  and  wert 

Sey  tbn.  on  my  halfe,  that  he 

To  aekc  him,  hnt  they  fonnda  non^lit. 

Oo  faato  into  the  gcete  see,                     140 

'  Ala. ! '  quoth  .ho,  'that  1  wa.  wronjlit  I 

And  bid  bim  that,  on  alle  thing. 

And  whor  my  lord,  my  Iotb,  be  deed  i  91 

no  take  np  Sey.  body  the  king, 

Certe.,  I  nil  never  ete  breed, 

That  Ij-th  ftil  pale  and  no-thing  rody. 

I  make  a-vowe  to  my  god  here. 

Bid  him  crepe  into  tho  body. 
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And  do  it  goon  to  Alcyone  145 

The  qnene,  ther  she  lyth  alone, 
And  ahewe  hir  shortly,  hit  is  no  nay, 
How  hit  ^was  dreynt  this  other  day  ; 
And  do  the  body  speke  fso 
Right  as  hit  was  wont  to  do,  150 

The  whyles  that  hit  was  on  lyve. 
Go  now  foste,  and  hy  thee  blyve  ! ' 

This  mcssager  took  leve  and  wente 
Upon  his  wey,  and  never  ne  stente 
Til  he  com  to  the  derke  valeye  155 

That  st&nt  bytwene  roch^  tweye, 
Ther  never  yet  grew  com  ne  gras, 
Ke  tree,  ne  ^nothing  that  ought  was, 
Beste,  ne  man,  ne  'f'nothing  elles, 
Save  ther  were  a  fewe  welles  160 

Came  renning  fro  the  cliffes  adoun, 
That  made  a  deedly  sloping  sonn, 
And  ronnen  donn  right  by  a  cave 
That  was  under  a  rokke  y-grave 
Amid  the  valey,  wonder  depe.  165 

Ther  thise  goddes  laye  and  slepe, 
Korpheos,  and  Eclympasteyre, 
That  was  the  god  of  slepes  heyre, 
That  slepe  and  did  non  other  werk. 

This  cave  was  also  as  derk  170 

As  belle  pit  over-al  aboute  ; 
They  had  good  leyser  for  to  route 
To  envye,  who  might  slepe  beste  ; 
Some  henge  hir  chin  upon  hir  breste 
And  fslepe  upright,  hir  heed  y-hod,     175 
And  some  lay{e]  naked  in  hir  bed, 
And  slci)e  whyles  the  dayes  laste. 

This  messager  com  flying  fasto. 
And  cryed,  *  O  ho  !  awak  anon  ! '  179 

Hit  was  for  noght ;  ther  herde  him  non. 

*  Awak  ! '  quod  he,  *  who  is,  lyth  there  ?  * 
And  blew  his  horn  right  in  hir  ere, 
And  cryed  '  awaketh  ! '  wonder  hyfl. 
This  god  of  slepe,  with  his  oon  y6 

Cast  up,  faxed,  *  who  clepeth  there  ? '  185 

*  Hit  am  I,'  quod  this  messagere ; 

*  Juno  bad  thou  shuldest  goon  ' — 
And  tolde  him  what  he  shulde  doon 
As  I  have  told  yow  here-tofore  ; 

Hit  is  no  need  reherse  hit  more  ;  190 

And  wente  his  wey,  whan  ho  had  sayd. 

Anon  this  god  of  slepe  a-brayd 
Out  of  his  slepe,  and  gan  to  goon. 
And  did  as  he  had  bode  him  doon  ; 
Took  up  the  dreynte  body  sone,  195 


And  bar  hit  forth  to  Alcyone, 

His  wyf  the  queue,  thcr-as  she  lay. 

Right  even  a  quarter  before  day. 

And  stood  right  at  hir  beddcs  fete. 

And  called  hir,  right  as  she  hete,  2cx> 

By  name,  and  seyde,  *  my  swete  wyf, 

Awak  !  let  be  your  sorwful  lyf ! 

For  in  your  sorwe  ther  lyth  no  reed  ; 

For  certes,  swete,  I  f  nam  but  deed  ; 

Ye  shul  me  never  on  lyve  y-see.  205 

But  good  swete  horte,  [look]  that  ye 

Bury  my  body,  fat  whiche  a  tyde 

Ye  mowe  hit  flnde  the  see  besyde  ; 

And  far-wel,  swete,  my  worldes  blisse  ! 

I  praye  god  your  sorwe  lisso  ;  a  10 

To  litel  whyl  our  blisse  lasteth  ! ' 

With  that  hir  eyen  up  she  casteth, 
And  saw  noght  j    '  f  A ! '    quod  she,  *  for 

sorwe !' 
And  deyed  within  the  thridde  morwe. 
But  what  she  sayde  more  in  that  swow 
I  may  not  telle  yow  as  now,  316 

Hit  were  to  longe  for  to  dweUe  ; 
My  first  matere  I  wil  yow  telle, 
Wherfor  I  have  told  this  thing 
Of  Alcione  and  Seys  the  king.  220 

For  thus  moche  dar  I  say[o]  wel, 
I  had  be  dolven  everydol. 
And  doed,  right  through  defaute  of  sleep, 
If  I  nad  red  and  take[n]  keep 
Of  this  tale  next  before  :  225 

And  I  wol  telle  yow  wherfore ; 
For  I  ne  might,  for  bote  ne  bale, 
Slepe,  or  I  had  red  this  tale 
Of  this  dreynte  Seys  the  king, 
And  of  the  goddes  of  sleping.  230 

Whan  I  had  red  this  tale  wel, 
And  over-loked  hit  overydel. 
Me  though te  wonder  if  hit  were  so  ; 
For  I  had  never  herd  speke,  or  tho. 
Of  no  goddes  that  coudo  make  a^s 

Men  [for]  to  slepe,  ne  for  to  wake  ; 
For  I  ne  knew  never  god  but  oon. 
And  in  my  game  I  sayde  anoon — 
And  yet  me  list  right  evel  to  plcyo — 
'  Rather  then  that  I  shulde  deyo  240 

Through  defaute  of  sleping  thus, 
I  wolde  yive  thilke  Morpheus, 
Or  his  goddesse,  dame  Juno, 
Or  som  wight  elles,  I  ne  roghte  who — 
To  make  me  slope  and  have  som  rcsto— 
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I  wil  3rive  him  the  alder-beste  246 

Yifb  that  over  he  abood  his  l3rve, 

And  here  on  warde,  right  now,  as  blyve ; 

If  ho  wol  make  me  slepo  a  lyto. 

Of  downe  of  pure  dowves  whyte  250 

I  wil  yive  him  a  fether-bed, 

Bayed  with  golde,  and  right  wel  clod 

In  fyn  bhik  satin  doutremere, 

And  many  a  pilow,  and  evexy  bore 

Of  clothe  of  Keynes,  to  slope  softo  ;       255 

Him  thar  not  nedo  to  tomen  ofto. 

And  I  wol  yive  him  al  that  fallos 

To  a  chambre  ;  and  al  his  hallos 

I  wol  do  peynte  with  pure  golde, 

And  tapite  hem  ful  many  folde  260 

Of  00  sute  ;  this  shal  he  have, 

If  I  wiste  whor  were  his  cave. 

If  he  can  make  me  slepo  sone, 

As  did  the  goddesse  f  Alcionc. 

And  thus  this  ilke  god,  Morpheus,        265 

May  winne  of  me  mo  fe6s  thus 

Than  ever  he  wan  ;  and  to  Juno, 

That  is  his  goddesse,  I  shal  so  do, 

I  trow  that  she  shal  holde  hor  payd.* 

I  hadde  unneth  that  word  y-sayd      270 
Bight  thus  as  I  have  told  hit  yow, 
That  sodeynly,  I  niste  how, 
Swich  a  lust  anoon  me  took 
To  slepo,  that  right  upon  my  book 
I  ill  aslepe,  and  therwith  even  275 

Me  mette  so  inly  swete  a  swevon. 
So  wonderful,  that  never  jdt 
I  trowe  no  man  hadde  the  wit 
To  conne  wol  ipy  sweven  rede  ; 
No,  not  Joseph ,  withouto  drede,  280 

Of  Egipte,  he  that  redde  so 
The  kinges  meting  Pharao, 
No  more  than  coude  the  leste  of  us  ; 
No  nat  scarsly  Macrobeus, 
(He  that  wroot  al  th^avisioun  285 

That  he  mette,  king  Scipioun, 
The  noble  man,  the  Afirican — 
Swiche  mervayles  fortuned  than) 
I  trowe,  a-rede  my  dremes  even. 
Lo,  thus  hit  was,  this  was  my  sweven.  290 

The  Dream, 

Me  thoughte  thus  : — that  hit  was  May, 

And  in  the  dawning  ther  I  lay. 

Mo  mette  thus,  in  my  bed  al  naked  : — 


f  I  loked  forth,  for  I  was  waked 
With  smale  foules  a  grot  hepe,  295 

That  had  af&ayed  me  out  of  fslepe 
Through  noyse  and  swetnesse  of  hir  song  ; 
And,  as  me  mette,  they  sate  among. 
Upon  my  chambre-roof  withoute, 
Upon  the  tyles,  fal  a-boute,  30J 

And  songen,  everich  in  his  wyse, 
The  moste  solempne  servyse 
By  note,  that  ever  man,  I  trowe, 
Had  herd  ;  for  som  of  hem  song  lowe, 
Som  bye,  and  al  of  oon  acorde.  505 

To  telle  shortly,  at  00  worde, 
Was  never  y-herd  so  swete  a  steven, 
But  hit  had  be  a  thing  of  heven  ; — 
So  mery  a  soun,  so  sweto  entunes, 
That  certes,  for  the  toune  of  Tewnes,  310 
I  nolde  but  I  had  herd  hem  singe  ; 
For  al  my  chambre  gan  to  ringe 
Through  singing  of  hir  armonye. 
For  instrument  nor  melodye 
Was  nowher  herd  yet  half  so  swete,     315 
Nor  of  acorde  half  so  mete  ; 
For  ther  was  noon  of  hem  that  feyned 
To  singe,  for  ech  of  hem  him  x>eyiied 
To  finde  out  mery  crafty  notes  ; 
They  no  spared  not  hir  throtcs.  320 

And,  sooth  to  seyn,  my  chambre  was 
Ful  wel  depejmted,  and  with  glas 
Were  al  the  windowes  wel  y-glased, 
Ful  clere,  and  nat  an  hole  y-crased, 
That  to  beholde  hit  was  gret  joye.        325 
For  hoolly  al  the  storie  of  Troye 
Was  in  the  glasing  y-wroght  thus. 
Of  Ector  and  f  king  Priamus, 
Of  Achilles  and  fLamedon, 
Of  fMedea  and  of  Jason,  330 

Of  Paris,  Eleyne,  and  Lavyne. 
And  faHe  the  walles  with  colours  fyne 
Were  peynted,  bothe  text  and  glose, 
fOf  al  the  Bomaunce  of  the  Boso. 
My  windowes  weren  shot  echon,  335 

And  through  the  glas  the  sunne  shon 
I'pon  my  bed  with  brighte  hemes, 
With  many  glade  gilden  stremes ; 
And  cck  the  welken  was  so  fair. 
Blew,  bright,  clere  was  the  air,  340 

And  fol  atempre,  for  sothe,  hit  w«s ; 
For  nother  fcold  nor  hoot  hit  nas, 
No  in  al  the  welken  was  a  doude. 
And  as  I  lay  thus,  wonder  loude 
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Me  thonghte  I  herde  an  hnnte  blowe  345 
T  assaje  his  horn,  and  for  to  knowe 
Whether  hit  -were  clere  or  hors  of  Sonne. 

fl  herde  goinge,  np  and  donno, 
Men,  hors,  honndes,  and  other  thing ; 
And  al  men  sx>eken  of  hunting,  550 

How  they    wolde    slee    the    hert    with 

strengthe, 
And  how  the  hert  had,  npon  lengtho, 
So  moche  embosed,  I  not  now  what. 
Anon-right,  whan  I  herde  that. 
How  that  they  wolde  on  hnnting  goon, 
I  was  right  glad,  and  np  anoon  ;  356 

[I]  took  my  hors,  and  forth  I  wente 
Out  of  my  chambre  ;  I  never  stente 
Til  I  com  to  the  feld  withoute. 
Ther  overtook  I  a  gret  route  360 

Of  hnntes  and  cek  of  foresteres. 
With  many  relayes  and  lymeres, 
And  hyed  hem  to  the  forest  faste, 
And  I  with  hem  ; — so  at  the  laste 
I  asked  oon,  ladde  a  lymere : —  365 

*  Say,  folow,  who  shal  hante[n]  here  ?* 
Qaod  I ;  and  he  answerde  ageyn, 
'  Sir,  th*emperoar  Octovien,' 
Qnod  he,  *  and  is  heer  faste  by.' 
'  A  goddes  halfe,  in  good  tjrme,'  qnod  I, 
'  Go  we  faste !  *  and  gan  to  rydo.  371 

j»  Whan  we  came  to  the  forest-syde, 
Every  man  dide,  right  anoon. 
As  to  hnnting  fil  to  doon. 
The  mayster-hunte  anoon,  fot-hoot,      375 
With  a  gret  home  blew  three  moot 
At  the  nncoapling  of  his  honndes. 
Within  a  whyl  the  hert  [y]-fonndo  is, 
Y-halowed,  and  rechased  faste 
Longe  tyme ;  and  fat  the  laste,  380 

This  hert  msed  and  stal  away 
Fro  alle  the  honndes  a  prevy  way. 
The  honndes  had  overshoto  hem  alio, 
And  were  on  a  defaute  y-falle ; 
Therwith  the  hnnte  wonder  faste         3S5 
Blew  a  forloyn  at  the  laste. 

I  was  go  walked  fro  my  tree, 
And  as  I  wente,  ther  cam  by  mo 
A  whelp,  that  fanned  me  as  I  stood. 
That  hadde  y-folowed,  and  conde  no  good. 
Hit  com  and  creep  to  me  as  lowe,         391 
Bight  as  hit  hadde  mo  y-knowe, 
Hild  donn  his  heed  and  joyned  his  eres, 
And  leyde  al  smothe  doon  his  heres. 
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I  wolde  ban  caught  hit,  and  anoon 

Hit  fledde,  and  was  fro  mo  goon  ; 

And  I  him  folwod,  and  hit  forth  wonto 

Donn  by  a  floury  greno  wente 

Pul  thikko  of  g^ras,  ful  softo  and  swote, 

With  floures  felo,  faire  under  fete,       4a> 

And  litol  used,  hit  seemed  thus  ; 

For  bothe  Flora  and  Zephirus, 

They  two  that  make  floures  growo. 

Had  mad  hir  dwelling  ther,  I  trowo  ; 

For  hit  was,  on  to  beholde,  405 

As  thogh  the  ertho  en\'yo  wolde 

To  bo  gayer  than  the  hcven. 

To  have  mo  floures,  swiche  seven 

As  in  the  welkon  sterres  bo. 

Hit  had  forgete  the  poverteo  41U 

That  winter,  through  his  coldo  morwes. 

Had  mad  hit  suffrc[n],  and  his  sorwcs  ; 

Al  was  forgoten,  and  that  was  seno. 

For  al  the  wodo  was  waxen  grene, 

Swetnesse  of  dewe  had  mad  it  waxe.     415 

Hit  is  no  need  eek  for  to  axo 
Wher  ther  were  many  greno  groves, 
Or  thikke  of  trees,  so  ful  of  loves  ; 
And  every  tree  stood  by  him-selvo 
Fro  other  wel  ten  foot  or  twelve.  4^0 

So  grcte  trees,  so  huge  of  strcngtho, 
Of  fourty  or  fifty  fadmo  lengtho. 
Clone  withoute  bough  or  stikke. 
With  croppes  brodo,  and  eck  as  thikkc — 
They  wero  nat  an  inche  a-sondor —      425 
That  hit  was  shadwe  ovcr-al  under  ; 
And  many  an  hert  and  many  an  hindo 
Was  both  before  me  and  bihindo. 
Of  founes,  sourcs,  bukkes,  doC-s 
Was  ful  the  wode,  and  many  roCs,       430 
And  many  squirolles,  that  sotc 
Ful  hye  upon  the  trees,  and  eto. 
And  in  hir  manor  made  festes. 
Shortly,  hit  was  so  ful  of  bestes. 
That  thogh  Argus,  the  noble  countour, 
Sete  to  rekene  in  his  countour,  436 

And  rokcne(d]  with  his  figures  ten — 
For  by  tho  figures  mowo  al  ken. 
If  they  be  crafty,  rekeno  and  noumbro, 
And  telle  of  every  thing  the  noumbre — 
Yet  shulde  ho  fayle  to  rekene  even      441 
Tho  wondres,  me  mette  in  my  swoven. 

But  forth  they  romed  fwonder  fasto 
Donn  tho  wode  ;  so  at  the  laste 
I  was  war  of  a  man  in  blak,  445 


88                                Zit  Qntmor  Q^oenw. 

Thnt  sat  and  bod  r-tnrn«d  hii  tsk 

And  pale,  for  fno  blood  wm  wne 

To  ui  ..ke,  an  hoge  tree. 

InnomaneclimeofbiiL 

■  r*rd,'  thoghta  I,  '  who  may  that  be? 

Anooa  therwith  whan  I  WW  thi.,     5.^ 

Wliat  ayloth  him  to  ■ttton  hara  ? ' 

He  ferde  thus  evel  ther  be  sate. 

I  wente  and  stood  right  at  hi.  fete. 

Thon  fond  I  »itl8  even  npriRht 

And  grett«  him,  but  he  spak  noght. 

A  wonder  wcl-faringe  kni((ht— 

Bat  argued  with  bis  owno  thoght. 

By  tho  maner  me  thonghte  lo— 

And  la  hii  witte  disputed  fute              s"^ 

Of  )[ooit  mochol,  and+yon(t  therto, 

Why  and  how  his  lyf  might  histe  ; 

Of  tlieogeoffournnd  twenty  yaor.      45J 

Him  thoQghte  his  sorwos  were  so  smcrta 

XTpon  his  bcnlo  bat  litel  heer, 

And  lay  so  oohle  upon  his  herte  ; 

And  ho  WU8  .^lothod  al  in  blakke. 

80,  through  hi.  .orwe  and  hevy  thoght, 

I  stalked  oven  nnto  h>>  bakke, 

And  tJiar  I  stflod  u  sliUB  u  ought, 

For  he  had  wel  nigh  lost  his  mindo,     .sii 

That,  sooth  to  sayo,  ha  saw  me  noagbt, 

Thogh  Pten,  that  men  clepe  god  ofkinde, 

Fnr-why  ho  hong  hia  heed  adomis.        461 

Were  for  his  nrwes  never  so  wrooth. 

And  with  a  deedly  sorwful  aoone 

Bnt  at  the  lasts,  to  sayn  right  sooth, 

He  was  war  of  me,  how  I  stood              yij 

Of  a  eomploynt  to  him-sslTa, 

Before  him,  and  dido  of  myn  hood. 

Tlio  moste  pite,  the  moste  rowthe,        465 

And  teretta  him,  as  I  best  conda 

Tlint  emt  I  harda  ;  for,  by  jny  trowtho. 

Hit  was  ETat  wonder  that  nature 

He  sayde,  ■  I  prey  thee,  be  not  wrooth. 

Uieht  SQffrc[nl  any  creature 

I  herde  tbee  not,  to  wya  the  sootb,       jjo 

To  have  swieh  sorwe,  and  be  not  deed. 

Ne  I  saw  thee  not,  .ir.  trewely.' 

Pul  pitouB,  pala,  and  nothinj  reed,       47i> 

'  A 1  goode  sir.  no  fora.'  qnod  I, 

He  mj-do  a  lay,  a  manor  long, 

'  I  am  right  Kiry  if  I  have  ought 

Withoute  note,  withonte  song, 

Deatronbled  yow  oat  of  your  thonght ; 

And  hit  was  this  ;  for  fwel  I  can 

For-yive  me  if  I  have  mis-Uko.'              51J 

Echorse  bit  i  right  tboi  hit  begun.— 

'  Yis,  th'  amende,  i.  light  to  make,' 

T'lhavaofsorweBogretwoon,             4;; 

Qaod  he,  '  for  tber  lyth  noon  thei^to  ; 

That  joyo  gele  I  never  noon. 

Ther  U  no-lhing  miwajd  nor  do.' 

Now  that  I  »oe  my  lady  bright. 

Lo  ;  how  goodly  spak  this  knight, 

Which  I  have  loved  with  ol  my  might. 

As  it  had  been  anotier  wight ;              jjo 

Is  fro  ma  deed,  and  Ig  a-goon.+              471) 

Ho  niado  it  nonther  tongh  do  quoynte. 

*^Alliu,[o]d«th1  whatayleththee,    4B1 

And  I  saw  that,  and  gau  me  miaoynte 

Tlmt  thon  noldest  have  taken  me, 

With  him,  and  fond  him  so  tretablo. 

Whan  that  thou  toke  toy  lady  ™eto? 

Hight  wonder  skilfnl  and  reeonable, 

That  wai  »  fayr,  »  fredi,  »  free. 

As  me  thoghte,  for  al  his  bale.                5.15 

80  good ,  that  man  may  wel  [j+««        4»i 

Asoon-right  I  gan  fiude  a  tal« 

To  him,  to  loke  wher  I  might  ought 

Have  more  knowing  of  his  thought. 

Uia  Borowful  herte  gaa  ftste  faynte, 

■  Sir,'  qaod  I,  '  this  game  is  doon  ; 

Aiid  his  spiritea  waxen  dade  ; 

I  holde  that  this  hert  he  goon  ;             540 

The  blood  was  fled,  for  pure  dreJe,       4.)o 

Thise  htmte.  M>nne  him  nowher  aee.' 

Doun  to  hia  horto,  to  make  him  warm— 

'  I  do  no  fors  therof,'  qnod  he. 

For  wel  hit  fcled  tho  herte  had  hunn- 

'  My  thought  is  theiMin  nevor  a  deL' 

To  ivite  ook  why  hit  WM  «-dr»d 

'  By  our  lord,'  qnod  I,  '  I  trow  yow  wel. 

Ily  kjnde,  and  for  to  make  hit  glad  ; 

Rightsomothinkethbyyourohere.    m5 

For  hit  >>  momb™  principal                   4.^ 

But,  sir,  00  thing  wol  ye  here? 

OTIhebodyi  and  (hat  made  al 

He  thinkath,  in  grot  sorwe  I  yow  .98 

His  hewe  cbannge  and  waze  grene 

But  eertei,  [good]  sir,  yif  that  ya 

m.    ^$«  Qg^ooft  of  i^t  ®ttc$e00e. 
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Wolde  ought  discnre  xne  your  wo, 

I  -wolde^  as  wis  god  helpe  me  so,  550 

Amende  hit,  yif  I  can  or  may ; 

Ye  mowe  preve  hit  by  assay. 

For,  by  my  troathe,  to  make  yow  hool, 

I  wol  do  al  my  power  hool ; 

And  telleth  me  of  your  sorwes  smertOf 

Faraventore  hit  may  ese  your  herte,    556 

That  semeth  ful  sake  nnder  your  syde.' 

With  that  ho  loked  on  me  a^de, 
As  who  sayth,  '  nay,  that  wol  not  be.' 
'  Graunt  mercy,  gode  frend,*  quod  he, 
'  I  thanke  thee  that  thou  woldest  so,    561 
But  hit  may  never  the  rather  be  do. 
No  man  may  my  sorwe  glade, 
Tliat    makoth    my    hewe   to    falle    and 

&de, 
And  hath  myn  understonding  lorn,     565 
That  me  is  wo  that  I  was  bom  ! 
May  noght  make  my  sorwes  alydo, 
Nought  tho  remedies  of  O^yde  ; 
Xe  Orpheus,  god  of  melodye, 
Xe  Dcdalus,  with  fplayes  slye  ;  570 

Xe  hele  me  may  tphisicien, 
Xoght  Ipocras,  ne  Galicn  ; 
He  is  wo  that  I  live  houres  twelve  ; 
But  who  BO  wol  assayo  him-selvo 
Whether  his  herte  can  have  pite  575 

Of  any  sorwe,  lat  him  see  me. 
1  wreccho,  that  deeth  hath  mad  al  naked 
Of  aUe  blisse  that  was  ever  makod, 
Y- wort  he  worste  of  alle  wightes. 
That  hate  my  dayes  and  my  nightes  ;  580 
Hy  lyf,  my  lustes  be  me  lothe. 
For  al  welfare  and  I  be  wrothe. 
The  pure  deeth  is  so  i-my  fo, 
+Thogh  I  wolde  deye,  hit  wolde  not  so  ; 
For  whan  I  folwe  hit,  hit  wol  flee  ;       585 
I  wolde  have  fhit,  hit  nil  not  me. 
This  is  my  peyne  withouto  reed, 
Alway  deying,  and  be  not  deed, 
That  fSesiphus,  that  l3rth  in  helle, 
Uay  n(>t  of  more  sorwe  telle.  590 

And  who  so  wiste  al,  by  my  trouthe. 
My  sorwo,  but  ho  haddo  routhe 
And  pite  of  my  sorwes  smerte, 
That  nxan  hath  a  fcendly  herte. 
For  who  so  sceth  me  first  on  mor^'o     595 
May  seyn,  he  hath  [y]-mot  with  sorwe  ; 
For  I  am  sorwo  and  sorwe  is  I. 

*  Alias !  and  I  wol  telle  the  why  ; 


My  fsong  is  turned  to  plojrning. 

And  al  my  laughter  to  weping,  6o<^ 

My  glade  thoghtes  to  hovinesse. 

In  travaile  is  myn  ydelnesse 

And  eek  my  reste  ;  my  wele  is  wo. 

My  good  is  harm,  and  ovcr-mo 

In  wrathe  is  turned  my  ploying,  (n.}$ 

And  my  delyt  in-to  sorwing. 

Myn  hole  is  turned  into  seeknesse, 

In  drede  is  al  my  sikemesse. 

To  derke  is  turned  al  my  light. 

My  wit  is  foly,  my  day  is  night,  610 

My  love  is  hate,  my  sleep  waking, 

My  mirthe  and  meles  is  fasting. 

My  countenaunce  is  nycete. 

And  al  abaved  wher-so  I  be, 

My  pees,  in  pleding  and  in  werre  ;        615 

Alias !  how  mighte  I  fare  werre  ? 

*  My  boldnesse  is  turned  to  shame. 
For  fals  Fortune  hath  pleyd  a  game 
Atte  ches  with  me,  alias  !  tho  whyle  ! 
The  trayteresse  fals  and  fnl  of  gyle,      620 
That  al  behoteth  and  no-thing  halt, 
She  goth  upright  and  yet  she  halt, 
That  baggeth  foule  and  loketh  faire. 
The  dispitous6  debonaire. 
That  scometh  many  a  creature  !  625 

An  ydole  of  fals  portraiture 
Is  she,  for  she  wil  sone  wryen  ; 
She  is  the  monstres  heed  y-wr>'en. 
As  filth  over  y-strawed  with  flourcs  ; 
Hir  moste  worship  and  hir  fflour  is     630 
To  lyen,  for  that  is  hir  nature  ; 
Withouto  feyth,  lawe,  or  mesure 
She  is  fals  ;  and  ever  laugh inge 
With  oon  eye,  and  that  other  wopinge. 
Tliat  is  broght  up,  she  set  al  doun.        635 
I  lykne  hir  to  tho  scorpioun. 
That  is  a  fals  flat^ring  bcste  ; 
For  with  his  hodo  he  maketh  feste, 
But  al  amid  his  flatoringe 
With  his  tayle  he  wol  stinge,  640 

And  envenyme  ;  and  so  wol  she. 
She  is  th'  onvyous  charito 
That  is  ay  fals,  and  semeth  welo  ; 
So  tumeth  she  hir  false  whele 
Abouto,  for  it  is  no-thing  stable,  645 

Now  by  the  fyro,  now  at  tablo  ; 
Ful  many  oon  hath  she  thus  y-bleut. 
She  is  pley  of  enchauntement, 
That  semeth  oon  and  is  nat  so, 
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Tho  false  theef !  what  hath  sho  do,      650 
Trowest  thon  ?    by  our  lord,  I  wol  thee 

Beye. 
Atte  ches  with  me  she  gan  to  plcyo : 
With  hir  false  draughtes  divers 
She  stal  on  me,  and  took  my  fers 
And  whan  I  saw  my  fers  awcye,  655 

Alas  !  I  couthe  no  lenger  pleyo. 
But  scyde,  "  farwol,  swete,  y-wis, 
And  farwel  al  that  ever  ther  is  !  " 
Therwith  Fortune  seyde  "  chck  hero  ! " 
And   "  mate  ! "    in  f  mid  pointe  of  the 

chekkere  660 

With  a  poune  erraunt,  alias ! 
Pul  craftier  to  plcy  she  was 
Than  Athalus,  that  made  the  game 
First  of  the  chcs  :  so  was  his  name. 
But  god  wolde  I  had  ones  or  twyes       665 
Y-koud  and  knowe  the  jeupardycs 
That  coude  the  Qrok  Pithagores  ! 
I  shulde  have  pleyd  the  bet  at  ches, 
And  kept  my  fers  the  bet  therby ; 
And  thogh  wherto  ?  for  trewoly  670 

I  hold  that  wish  nat  worth  a  stree  1 
Hit  had  bo  never  the  bet  for  me. 
For  Fortune  can  so  many  a  wyle, 
Ther  be  but  fewe  can  hir  bogyle, 
And  cck  she  is  tho  las  to  blame  ;  675 

Hy-self  I  wolde  have  do  the  same. 
Before  god,  hadde  I  been  as  she  ; 
She  oghte  the  more  excused  be. 
For  this  I  say  yet  more  therto, 
Hadde  I  be  god  and  mighte  have  do    680 
My  wille,  whan  fmy  fers  she  caughte, 
I  wolde  have  drawe  the  same  draughte. 
For,  also  wis  god  yive  me  reste, 
I  dar  wol  swore  she  took  the  beste  ! 
'But    through  that  draughte  I  have 

lorn  685 

My  blisse  ;  alias  !  that  I  was  bom ! 
For  evermore,  I  trowe  trewly, 
For  al  my  wil,  my  lust  hoolly 
Is  turned  ;  but  yet,  what  to  done  ? 
By  our  lord,  hit  is  to  deye  sone  !  690 

For  no-tliing  I  [no]  love  it  noght, 
But  live  and  dcyo  right  in  this  thoght. 
'j-Thcr  nis  planote  in  firmament. 
No  in  air,  ne  in  erthe,  noon  clement, 
That  they  ne  yive  me  a  yift  echoon      695 
Of  weping,  whan  I  am  aloon. 
For  whan  that  I  avyse  me  wol, 
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And  bethenke  me  every-del. 

How  that  ther  lyth  in  rekcning. 

In  my  sorwe,  for  northing  ; 

And  how  ther  leveth  no.  gladnesse 

May  gladde  me  of  my  distresso. 

And  how  I  have  lost  sulHsanco, 

And  therto  I  have  no  plesance, 

Than  may  I  say,  I  have  right  noght.    705 

And  whan  al  this  falleth  in  my  thoght. 

Alias  !  than  am  I  overcome  ! 

For  that  is  doon  is  not  to  come  ! 

I  have  more  sorowe  than  Tantalo.' 

And  whan  I  herde  him  telle  this  tale 
Thus  pitously,  as  I  yow  telle,  71 1 

Unnethe  mighte  I  lenger  dwelle, 
Hit  dide  myn  herte  so  mocho  wo. 

'  A  !  good  sir  ! '  quod  I,  '  say  not  so  ! 
Have  som  pite  on  your  nature  7x5 

That  formed  yow  to  creature  ; 
Hcmembre  yow  of  Socrates ; 
For  ho  ne  counted  nat  three  strees 
Of  noght  that  Fortune  coude  do.' 

'  No,'  quod  he,  *  I  can  not  so.'  720 

*  Why  so  ?  good  sir  I  fparde  I '  quod  I ; 
'  Ne  say  noght  so,  for  trewoly, 
Thogh  ye  had  lost  the  ferses  twelve. 
And  ye  for  sorwe  mordred  your-selve. 
Ye  sholdo  be  dampned  in  this  cas         725 
By  as  good  right  as  Medea  was. 
That  slow  hir  children  for  Jason  ; 
And  Phyllis  fals  for  Demophon 
Hcng  hir-self,  so  weylaway  ! 
For  he  had  broke  his  terme-doy  730 

To  come  to  hir.    Another  rage 
Had  Dydo,  "f-quene  oek  of  Cartage, 
That  slow  hir-self,  for  Eneas 
Was  fals  ;  [a !]  whiche  a  fool  she  was  ! 
And  Ecquo  dyed  for  Narcisus  735 

Nolde  nat  love  hir  ;  and  right  thus 
Hath  many  another  foly  don. 
And  for  Dalida  dyed  Sampson, 
That  slow  him-self  with  a  pilere. 
But  ther  is  "fnoon  a-lyve  here  740 

Wolde  for  a  fers  make[n]  this  wo  ! ' 

'  Why  so  ? '  quod  he  ;  '  hit  is  nat  so  ; 
Thou  wost  ful  Utol  what  thou  menest ; 
I  have  lost  more  than  thou  wenest.' 

*  Lo,  f  sir,  how  may  that  be  ? '  quod  I ;  745 

*  Good  sir,  tel  me  al  hoolly 

In  what  wyse,  how,  why,  and  wherfore 
That  ye  have  thus  your  blisse  lore.' 
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*  Blythly,*  quod  he,  *  00m  sit  adonn ; 

I  telle  thee  up  condicionn  750 

That  thou  f  hoolly,  with  al  thy  wit, 
Do  thyn  entent  to  herkene  hit.' 

*  Yis,  sir.'     *  Swere  thy  troathe  ther-to.' 

*  Ghidly.'     *  Do  than  holde  her-to ! ' 

*  I  shal  right  bljrthly,  bo  god  me  save,  755 
Hoolly,  with  al  the  witte  I  have. 

Here  yow,  as  wel  as  I  can.' 

^Agoddeshalf!'  qnod  he,  and  began : — 

*  Sir,'  qnod  he,  *  sith  first  I  couthe 
Have  any  maner  wit  fro  youthe,  760 
Or  kindely  nnderstonding 

To  comprehende,  in  any  thing, 

Wliat  love  was,  in  myn  owne  wit, 

Dredeles,  I  have  ever  jdt 

Be  tributary,  and  yiven  rente  765 

To  love  hoolly  with  gode  entente. 

And  through  plesaunce  become  his  thral, 

With  good  wil,  body,  herte,  and  al. 

Al  this  I  putte  in  his  servage. 

As  to  my  lorde,  and  dide  homage  ;        770 

And  ful  devoutly  *{  prayde  him  to. 

He  shulde  besette  myn  herte  so. 

That  it  plesaunce  to  him  were. 

And  worship  to  my  lady  dare. 

*  And  this  was  longe,  and  many  a  yeor 
Or  that  myn  herte  was  set  o-wher,  776 
That  I  did  thus,  and  nisto  why  ; 

I  trowe  hit  cam  me  kindely. 

PSaraunter  I  was  therto  fable 

As  a  whyt  wal  or  a  table  ;  780 

For  hit  is  redy  to  cacche  and  take 

Al  that  men  wil  therin  make, 

Wher-so  men  wol  portreye  or  peynte, 

Be  the  werkes  never  so  qucynte. 

*  And  thilke  tyme  I  ferde  fso  785 
I  was  able  to  have  lemed  tho. 

And  to  have  coud  as  wel  or  better, 

Paraunter,  other  art  or  letter. 

But  for  love  cam  first  in  my  thought, 

Tberfore  I  forgat  it  nought.  790 

I  ehees  love  to  my  firsto  craft, 

Therfor  hit  is  with  me  [y)-laft. 

Forwhy  I  took  hit  of  so  yong  age, 

That  malice  hadde  my  corage 

Kat  that  tyme  turned  to  no-thing        795 

Through  to  mochel  knowloching. 

For  that  t3rme  Youthe,  my  maistresse, 

Governed  me  in  ydelnesse  ; 

For  hit  was  in  my  firste  youthe. 


And  tho  ful  litel  good  I  couthe ;  800 

For  al  my  werkes  were  flittingo, 

f  And  al  my  thoghtes  varyinge  ; 

Al  were  to  me  y-licho  good. 

That  I  knew  tho  ;  but  thus  hit  stood. 

'  Hit  happed  that  I  cam  fa  day         805 
Into  a  place,  thor  '\  I  say, 
Trewly,  the  fayrest  companyfi 
Of  ladies,  that  ever  man  with  yO 
Had  seen  togedres  in  00  place. 
Shal  I  clepe  hit  hap  other  grace  810 

That  broghte  me  ther  ?  nay,  but  Fortune, 
That  is  to  lyen  ful  comuno. 
The  false  traytercsse,  porvers, 
Gk>d  wolde  I  coude  clcpe  hir  wers  ! 
For  now  she  worcheth  me  ful  wo,         815 
And  I  wol  telle  sone  why  so. 

*  Among  thise  ladies  thus  echoon, 
Soth  to  seyn,  I  saw  Tther]  oon 
That  was  lyk  noon  of  [al]  the  route  ; 
For  I  dar  swere,  withoute  doutc,  820 

That  as  the  somercs  sonno  bright 
Is  fairer,  derer,  and  hath  more  light 
Than  any  fplanetc,  [is]  in  heven. 
The  mone,  or  the  sterres  seven. 
For  al  the  worlde,  so  hod  she  835 

Sarmounted  hem  alle  of  beauto, 
Of  maner  and  of  comlinesso. 
Of  stature  and  fwel  sot  glodnesse, 
Of  goodlihede  fso  wel  boseye — 
Shortly,  what  shal  I  more  seyo  ?  830 

By  god,  and  by  his  hulwes  twelve. 
It  was  my  swete,  right  as  liir-solve  ! 
She  had  so  stedfost  countenauuce. 
So  noble  port  and  meyntenaunce. 
And  Love,  that  had  herd  my  bone,       835 
Had  espycd  me  thus  sone, 
That  she  ful  sone,  in  my  thoght. 
As  helpo  me  god,  so  was  y-caught 
So  sodcnly,  that  I  ne  took 
No  maner  freed  but  at  hir  look  840 

And  ot  mjrn  herte  ;  for-why  hir  eyen 
So  gladly,  I  trow,  mjoi  herte  seyen. 
That  purely  tho  myn  owne  thoght 
Seyde  hit  were  "tbtit  serve  hir  for  noght 
Than  with  another  to  be  wcL  845 

And  hit  was  sooth,  for,  evorydcl, 
I  wil  anoon-right  telle  thee  why, 

'  I  saw  hir  daunce  so  comlily, 
Carole  and  singe  so  swetely, 
Laughe  and  pleyo  so  womanly,  850 


^6e  Qninor  (|}«Mui. 


Ne  lumthrr  ydw,  ne  bronn  bit  nu ; 
Mo  thoghtc,  most  lyk  gold  hit  was. 
An't  wliichs  cyen  my  Isdy  hndae  ! 
Debonair,  ([oode.  glade,  nnd  sadde,       A6 
Simple,  of  good  mochol,  noglit  to  wyde ; 
'  Tberto  liir  look  nna  not  A-syde, 
Ne  ovortbwert,  bnt  besot  so  wol, 
Hit  drew  and  look  np,  cverjrdd, 
AUe  that  <m  hir  gan  beholdo.  »6 

Hir  ejen  scmod  anoon  alio  woldo 
Have  mercy  ;  fi-ilea  wend™  bo  ; 
Bat  hit  «-(iB  never  the  ralher  do. 
Hit  n««  no  eonntrereted  tbing, 
It  was  hir  owne  pnre  lohitie,  R; 

Thnt  the  Roddosao,  dame  Nature, 


oomprebsndefn]  hir  heaate  ; 
J  thna  mocbe  dar  I  aeyn,  that  ahe 
J  frody,  fresh,  and  lyvelj-  hewod  ;  9115  ^\ 
1  every  day  hir  besote  nowed.  * 

And  nogh  hir  face  mu  alitcr-bost ; 
certei,  Nature  had  awich  loat 
aaha  that  fair,  that  trewly  aba 
I  hir  cheef  patron  of  boaatee,  gio 

And  cheef  ouaamplB  of  al  hir  worke, 
And  mouatra  ;  for,  bo  hit  never  so  derkc, 
Ue  thinketh  I  see  hir  over-mo. 
d  yet  more-over,  tbogh  alio  tho 


That 


Hir  loking  waa  not  foly  sprad. 
No  wildoly,  thogh  that  ahe  pleyde  ; 
But  ever,  me  thoghle,  hir  eycn  aeyd< 
"  By  god,  my  wraihe  is  al  for-yivo  1 ' 
'  Therwith  liir  lieto  »o  wel  (o  live, 
a-drad. 


>  Bobre 


er,  I  tr 


flgUdi 


vith  hir  Joke  ahe  herte. 
And  that  Bat  hir  fnl  lyte  at  hortp, 
Forahoknewno-thinftofhir  thnght  ;8R: 
Bnt  whether  abo  knew,  or  know  hit  noght, 
Aluate  aha  no  rORhto  of  hem  a  streo  1 
To  geto  hir  love  no  ncr  naa  ho 
Thnt  vroncd  at  home,  than  he  in  lude ; 
Tlio  formost  was  alwny  bohiude.  Rpo 

Bnt  godo  folk,  over  al  other. 

Of  whicbe  lova  abo  wai  wonder  largo, 
In  skilfal  places  that  bero  ehac^. 
'  fWhich  a  viaage  had  she  ther- 
AUne  I  myn  herte  ia  wonder  wo 
That  I  ne  can  diacryTon  hit ! 
Me  lakketb  botho  English  and  wii 
For  to  nndo  hit  at  the  fuUo  j 
And  eek  my  spirits  be  so  dnUo 
So  greet  a  thing  fbr  to  devyae. 


[Tbey]  no  aholde  have  fonndi 

~n  ol  bir  face  a  wikked  aigno  ; 

For  hit  waa  sad,  aimple,  and  ben[gn& 

■  And  which  a  goodly  eofte  speche 
Had  (hat  sweto,  my  lyvea  lecho  !  < 

rendly,  and  so  wel  y-gronnded, 
I'p  al  reaonn  ao  wel  y-founded, 
BO  tretable  to  allc  godo, 

1 1  dar  Bwcra  -fby  tbo  rode. 
Of  eloqnenoo  was  nevpr  fonndo 

weto  a  Bowninga  facotmde, 
Ne  trewor  Mnged,  ne  aoomed  laase, 

let  coade  hole  ;  that,  by  the  maaae 

rste  Bwere,  tbogh  the  pope  bit  aon 
That  thor  was  never  -tthroneh  hir  ton 

L  ne  woman  gretly  harmed  ; 
Aa  for  hir,  [thor]  was  al  harm  hid  ; 
No  laase  flatoring  in  hir  worde, 


rely,  hi 


mploi 


wrdo 


Ros 


Or  troQthe  of  any  mannea  honda. 
Ne  cbyde  ahe  conde  never  a  del, 
That  knoweth  al  the  world  ful  weL 
'  Bnt  Ewich  a  fnimease  of  a  nekkc 
Had  that  Bwete,  that  boon  uor  brekks 
Nna  tber  non  acne,  that  mU-wt.  041 

Hit  wna  whyi,  amotha,  streght,  and  fflat, 
Wit  honten  hole  ;  -faud  canel-booD, 
Aa  by  acming,  had  aba  noon. 
Kir  throte,  oi  t  have  now  momaire,     04; 

Of  good  gretneaao,  and  noght  to  grete. 

'  And  gode  fnire  Whtte  aba  beta. 
That  was  my  lady  name  right. 
Sha  was  bothe  fair  and  bright,  qta 

Right  fairs  shaldre*.  and  body  long 
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She  hadde,  and  armeSf  every  11th 
Fattiah,  flesshy,  not  ^reet  therwith ; 
Right  wh3rte  handes,  and  nayles  rede,  955 
Roiindc  breetes  ;  and  of  good  bredo 
Hit  hippes  were,  a  streight  flat  bak. 
I  knew  on  hir  non  other  lak 
That  al  hir  limmos  nere  f  sowing, 
In  as  fer  as  I  had  knowing.  960 

*  Therto  she  conde  so  wcl  plcye, 
Whan  that  hir  liste,  that  I  dar  seye, 
That  she  was  lyk  to  torche  bright, 
That  every  man  may  take  of  light 
Ynogh,  and  hit  hath  never  the  lesse.  965 

'  Of  manor  and  of  comlinesse 
Right  so  ferdo  my  lady  dero  ; 
For  every  wight  of  hir  manere 
Might  cacche  ynogh,  if  that  he  wolde. 
If  he  had  eyen  hir  to  beholde.  970 

For  I  dar  f  sweren,  if  that  she 
Had  among  t«n  thonsand  be. 
She  wolds  have  be,  at  the  Icstc, 
A  cheef  mi  roar  of  al  the  foste, 
Thogh  they  had  'stonden  in  a  rowe,      975 
To  mennes  cyen  that  conde  have  knowe. 
For  wher-so  men  had  pleyd  or  waked. 
Me  thoghte  the  felawship  as  naked 
Withonten  hir,  that  saw  I  ones. 
As  a  coronne  withont«  stones.  980 

Trewely  she  was,  to  myn  yC, 
The  soleyn  fcnix  of  Arabye, 
For  ther  liveth  never  bnt  oon ; 
Xe  swich  as  she  no  knew  I  noon. 

'  To  speke  of  goodnesso  ;  trewly  she  9H5 
Had  as  moche  debonairte 
As  ever  had  Hester  in  the  bible, 
And  more,  if  more  were  possible. 
And,  soth  to  seyne,  therwith-al 
She  had  a  wit  so  general,  990 

So  hool  enclyned  to  alle  gode. 
That  al  hir  wit  was  set,  by  the  rode, 
Withonto  malice,  nx>on  gladnesse  ; 
tTherto  I  saw  never  yet  a  lesse 
Harmfdl,  than  she  was  in  doing.  995 

I  sey  nat  that  she  ne  had  knowing 
What  fwas  harm  ;  or  elles  she 
Had  cond  no  good,  so  thinkcth  me. 

'  And  trewly,  for  to  speke  of  tronthc, 
Bat  she  had  had,  hit  had  bo  ronthe.  1000 
Therof  she  had  so  moche  hir  del — 
And  I  dar  sejm  and  swere  hit  wel — 
That  Tnmthe  him'Self,  over  al  and  al, 


Had  chose  his  manor  principal 

In  hir,  that  was  his  resting-place.       1C05 

Ther-to  she  hadde  the  moste  grace. 

To  have  stedfast  perseverannco. 

And  csy,  atempro  govemaonce. 

That  ever  I  knew  or  wiste  yit ; 

So  pare  suflfraant  was  hir  wit.  loio 

And  reson  gladly  she  understood, 

Hit  folowed  wel  she  conde  good. 

She  used  gladly  to  do  wel ; 

These  wore  hir  manors  every-del. 

*  Therwith  she  loved  so  wel  right,    1015 
She  wrong  do  wolde  to  no  wight ; 
No  wight  might  do  hir  no  shame. 
She  loved  so  wcl  hir  owne  name. 
Hir  luste  to  holde  no  wight  in  hondo  ; 
Nc,  be  thou  sikcr,  she  '|*nolde  fondo    1020 
To  holdo  no  wight  in  balaunce. 
By  half  word  no  by  countcnaunce, 
But-if  men  wolde  upon  hir  lye  ; 
Xe  sende  men  in-to  Walakye, 
To  Pruyso  and  in-to  Tartarye,  1025 

To  Alisaundre,  ne  in-to  Turkye, 
And  bidde  him  faste,  anoon  that  he 

00  hoodies  fto  the  dryo  see, 

And  come  hoom  by  the  Carrenaro  ; 
And  seye,  "  Sir,  be  now  right  ware     1030 
That  I  may  of  yow  here  scjm 
Worship,  or  that  ye  come  ageyn  ! " 
She  no  used  no  suche  knakkcs  smalo. 

'  But  wherfor  that  I  telle  my  tale  ? 
Right  on  this  same,  as  I  Imvo  seyd,     1035 
Was  hoolly  al  my  love  Icyd  ; 
For  certes,  she  was,  tliut  sweto  wyf. 
My  sufiisaunco,  my  lust,  my  lyf, 
Myn  hap,  myn  hole,  and  al  my  blisse. 
My  worldes  welfare  and  my  flisso,     1040 
And  I  hirs  hoolly,  evorydcl.' 

'  By  our  lord,'  quod  I, '  I  trowe  yow  wel ! 
Hardely,  your  love  was  wel  beset, 

1  not  how  yo  mighte  have  do  bet.* 

'  Bet?  ne  no  wight  so  wel ! '  quod  he.  1045 

*  I  trowe  hit,  sir,'  quod  I,  '  pardo  ! ' 

'  Nay,  love  hit  wel ! '   '  Sir,  so  do  I ; 

I  levo  yow  wel,  that  trewely 

Yow  thoghte,  that  she  was  the  beste, 

And  to  beholde  the  aldcrfaircste,        1050 

Wlio  so  had  loked  -f^th  your  eyen.' 

'  With  myn  ?  nay,  alle  that  hir  scyen 
Scyde,  and  swore[n]  hit  was  so. 
And  thogh  they  no  hadde,  I  wolde  tho 


94                             ^U  Qtlftior  (poem*. 

Have  loved  bert  my  Udy  fre, 

'OSS 

He  tboghte  no-thing  mights  me  grevo. 

Tho^h  I  hsd  htul  ol  the  bMuto« 

Were  ay  sorwos  never  eo  amcTte. 

That  over  hnd  Alcipyadeg, 

And  yit  ahe  lit  ao  in  myn  berto. 

And  a1  the  strenstbo  of  Ercalel, 

That,  by  my  tronthe,  I  uoldo  noghl. 

And  thorto  had  the  wrthine™ 

ForalthiBworlda,oatofmy  thoght  itiu 

loflO 

Levo  my  Udy ;  no,  trewly ! ' 

That  over  was  in  Babiloyne, 

'  Now,  by  my  tronthe,  air,'  qaod  I, 

In  Cutae«,  or  in  Hacodoyne, 

■  Ue  thinkoth  ye  have  auoh  a  ohannca 

OrinItome,orinNini™; 

As  ahrift  withonte  ropentannco.' 

And  thorto  ol-m  hardy  be 

'  Hepentannca  1  nay  ly,' qnod  ho ;     1115 

Aa  wft«  Ector,  w>  have  I  joye, 

1065 

'  Shnlde  I  now  repento  me 

That  Achillea  slow  at  Troys— 

To  love  '  nay,  certes,  than  wore  I  wel 

And  thorfor  was  ho  elayn  also 

War.  than  waa  Aihitofel, 

In  a  temple,  for  botho  two 

Or  Anthenor,  ao  have  I  joye, 

Were  alayn,  ho  and  fAntilog™, 

The  traylonr  that  betmyaed  Troya,     iix> 

And  so  Myth  Dorcs  Prigias, 

Or  the  false  Oenolon, 

Forloveof[hir]PolL,en:^ 

He  that  purchased  the  treson 

Or  been  wnT>  "8  Minerva. 

Of  Howland  and  of  OUvere. 

I  wolde  ever,  withonto  drede. 

Nay,  why!  I  am  a-lyve  here 

Have  loved  hir,  for  I  moste  node  1 

I  nil  foryeto  hir  never-mo.'                     iiis 

■'  Node  1  "  nay,  +1  pibbo  now. 

'  Now,  gode  air,'  qnod  I  [right]  tho. 

Noght  ■•  nedc,"  and  I  wol  teUe  how. 

'  Ye  han  wel  told  me  her-bofore. 

For  of  good  wille  myn  horto  hit  wolde, 

It  ia  no  need  reherse  hit-mom 

And  eck  to  love  l.ir  I  wm  holde 

How  ya  aawe  hir  first,  and  where ; 

Ab  for  (ho  fairest  and  llio  beste. 

'  Sho  waa  aa  good,  ao  have  I  reate, 

loSu 

To  hir  which  was  yonr  Brate  spoohe— 

As  over  wns  Penolope  of  Oreae, 

Thorof  I  wolde  yow  be-seohe — 

Or  as  the  noble  wyf  Laeroco, 

And  how  ahe  kaews  first  yonr  thoght. 

That  WHS  the  beata— ho  t*lleth  thni. 

TSTiether  ye  lovod  hir  or  noght, 

The  Homiiin  Tytn.  Living- 

And  teUeth  me  eek  what  yo  have  loro  ; 

She  waa  aa  good,  and  no-thing  lyke, 

i"85 

I  horde  row  t«Ua  her-befora'                1 1  ;fi 

Thogh  hir  atorios  be  antentyke  ; 

'  Te,'  seyde  he,  '  then  noat  what  thou 

Aleato  she  «-aii  aa  trowe  as  sho. 

■  Bnt  wberfor  thnt  I  tello  thoo 

I  have  loit  more  than  thon  weneat.' 

Whan  I  first  my  lady  aoy? 

'  What  ioB  ia  that,  [sir]  ?  ■  qnod  I  tho ; 

I  y^E  right  yong,  [the]  aooth  to  «y. 

1090 

'  Nil  ahe  not  love  yow  ?  iahitsor        ii.|u 

And  fill  gnit  need  I  hadde  to  leme ; 

Or  have  ye  oght  [y.]doon  amia. 

Whan  my  herte  wolde  yeme 

That  ahe  hath  loft  yow  7  is  bit  this  7 

To  love,  it  wna  a  greet  ompryae. 

For  goddea love,  tfll  meal.' 

Bat  OS  my  wit  conde  beat  aoffyse, 

'  Before  god,'  qnod  he,  '  and  I  abal. 

After  my  yonge  ohildly  wit, 

I  saye  right  as  Ihave  w^,                    1143 

Withonte  drede,  T  beaette  hit 

On  hir  wa.  al  my  love  loyd  [ 

To  lo\-a  hir  in  my  beate  wyaa. 

And  yet  abo  nieto  hit  fnever  a  del 

Noght  longe  tyme,  levo  hit  wol. 

Tliat  I  ttho  eonde,  by  my  tronthe. 

For  bo  right  aiker.  I  dnrslo  Doght       1149 

Withonto  fayning  onther  ilontho ; 

For  al  tbia  worlde  teUo  bir  my  thoght, 

For  wonder  fayn  I  wolde  hir  see. 

No  I  wolde  have  wiatthed  hir,  trewly. 

So  mochel  hit  amended  ma, 

For  woatow  whyf  the  waa  lady 

That,  whan  I  saw  hir  fint  a-morwe, 

Of  tho  body  ;  aho  had  the  herte, 

And  who  hath  that,  may  not  asterte. 

Of  at  day  aft«T,  iU  hit  wera  ova  i 

■«« 
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Trewly  I  did  my  besinesse 

To  moke  song'es,  as  I  best  coado, 

And  ofte  tyxne  I  song  horn  loade  ; 

And  made  song^os  a  gret  del, 

Al-thogh  I  coude  not  make  so  wcl       1160 

Songes,  ne  knowe  the  art  al, 

As  coude  Lamekes  sone  Tubal, 

That  fond  out  first  the  art  of  songe  ; 

For,  as  his  brothers  hamers  ronge 

Upon  his  anvclt  up  and  doun,  11 65 

Therof  he  took  the  firste  soun ; 

But  Grekes  scyn,  Pictagoras, 

That  he  the  firste  finder  was 

Of  the  art  ;  Aurora  tclleth  so, 

But  therof  no  fors,  of  hem  two.  1 1 70 

Algates  Bonges  thus  I  made 

Of  my  feling,  myn  herte  to  glade  ; 
And  lo  !  this  was  [the]  alther-firste, 
I  not  wher  [that]  hit  were  the  wersto. — 
T  "  Lord,  hit  maketh  myn  herte  light. 
Whan  I  thenke  on  that  swete  wight  11 76 
That  is  so  semely  on  to  see  ; 
And  wisshe  to  god  hit  might  so  bo, 
That  she  wolde  holde  me  for  hir  knight, 
My  lady,  that  is  so  fair  and  bright !  " — 
^  Now  have  I  told  thee,  sooth  to  saj'e, 
My  firste  song.     Upon  a  daye  1 182 

I  bcthoghte  me  what  wo 
And  sorwe  that  I  suffrcd  tho 
For  hir,  and  yet  she  wiste  hit  noght,  1185 
Xe  telle  hir  durste  I  nat  my  thoght. 
*'  Alias ! "  thoghte  I,  "  I  can  no  reed  ; 
And,  but  I  telle  hir,  I  fnam  but  deed  ; 
And  if  I  telle  hir,  to  seye  fsooth, 
I  am  a-dred  she  wol  be  vnrooth  ;  1190 

Alias  !  what  shol  I  thanne  do?" 

'  In  this  debat  I  was  so  wo, 
Me  thoghte  myn  herte  braste  a-tweyn  ! 
So  atte  laste,  soth  to  seyn, 
I  me  bethoghte  that  nature  11 95 

Xe  formed  never  in  creature 
So  mocho  beaute,  trewely. 
And  bounte,  withouten  mercy. 

*  In  hope  of  that,  my  tale  I  tolde 
With  sorwe,  as  that  I  never  sholde,    iacx> 
For  nedes  ;  and,  mangree  my  heed, 
I  moste  have  told  hir  or  be  deed. 
I  not  wcl  how  that  I  began, 
Fol  evel  reherse[n]  hit  I  can  ; 
And  eek,  as  helpe  me  god  with-al,       1205 
I  trowe  hit  was  in  the  dismal, 


That  was  the  ten  woundes  of  Egi^ite  ; 

For  many  a  word  I  over-skipte 

In  my  tale,  for  pure  fore 

Ivest  my  wordos  mis-set  were.  laio 

With  sorweful  herte,  and  woundes  dede, 

Softe  and  quaking  for  pure  drede 

And  shame,  and  stinting  in  my  tale 

For  ferdc,  and  m>'n  howo  al  pole, 

Ful  ofte  I  wex  botho  pale  and  reed ;    12 15 

Bowing  to  hir,  I  hcng  the  heed  ; 

I  durste  nat  ones  loke  hir  on. 

For  wit,  mancre,  and  al  was  gon. 

I  seydo  '*  mercy  ! "  and  no  more ; 

Hit  nas  no  game,  hit  sat  me  sore         1220 

'  So  atte  last«,  sooth  to  seyn, 
Wlian  that  myn  herte  was  come  ageyn, 
To  telle  shortly  al  my  speche, 
With  hool  herte  I  gan  hir  besecho 
That  she  wolde  be  my  lady  swete  ;       1225 
And  swor,  and  gan  hir  hertely  hete 
Ever  to  be  stedfost  and  trowe, 
And  love  hir  alwey  freshly  newe, 
Ajid  never  other  lady  have. 
And  al  hir  worship  for  to  save  1230 

As  I  best  coude  ;  I  swor  hir  this — 
"  For  youres  is  al  that  ever  ther  is 
For  evermore,  myn  horte  swete  ! 
And  never  f  false  yow,  but  I  mete, 
I  nil,  as  wis  god  helpe  mo  so  ! "  1235 

'  And  whan  I  had  my  tale  y-do, 
Ood  wot,  she  acountod  nat  a  stroe 
Of  al  my  tale,  so  thoghte  me. 
To  telle  shortly  fas  hit  is, 
Trewly  hir  answcre,  hit  was  this  ;       1240 
I  can  not  now  wcl  countcrfete 
Hir  wordos,  but  this  was  the  greto 
Of  hir  answere  ;  she  saydo,  *'  nay" 
Al-outerly.     Alias  !  that  day 
The  sorwe  I  suflfred,  and  the  wo  !         1245 
That  trewly  Cassandra,  that  so 
Bewayled  the  dcstruccioun 
Of  Troye  and  of  Ilioun, 
Had  never  swich  sorwe  as  I  tho. 
I  durste  no  more  say  therto  1250 

For  pure  fere,  but  stal  away  ; 
And  thus  I  lived  ful  many  a  day  : 
That  trewely,  I  hadde  no  need 
Fcrther  than  my  boddes  heed 
Never  a  day  to  seche  sorwe ;  1255 

I  fond  hit  redy  every  morwe, 
For-why  I  loved  hir  in  no  gore. 
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^  So  hit  befel,  another  yere, 
I  thoaghte  ones  I  woldo  fonde 
To  do  hir  knowe  and  nnderstonde      1260 
My  wo  ;  and  she  wel  understood 
That  I  ne  wilnod  thing  but  good, 
And  worship,  and  to  kepe  hir  name 
Over  f  al  thing,  and  drede  hir  shame, 
And  was  so  besy  hir  to  serve ; —  1265 

And  pite  wore  I  shulde  stervo, 
Sith  that  I  wilned  noon  harm,  y-wis. 
So  whan  my  lady  know  al  this, 
My  lady  yaf  me  al  hoolly 
The  noblo  yifb  of  hir  mercy,  1270 

Saving  hir  worship,  by  al  weyes  ; 
Dredles,  I  mono  noon  other  weyes. 
And  therwith  she  yaf  me  a  ring  ; 
I  trowe  hit  was  the  firste  thing  ; 
But  if  myn  herte  was  y-waxe  1275 

Qlad,  that  is  no  need  to  axe  ! 
As  holx>e  me  god,  I  was  as  blyve, 
Heysed,  as  fro  dethe  to  lyve, 
Of  alio  happes  the  alder-beste. 
The  gladdest  and  the  moste  at  reste.  1280 
For  trewoly,  that  swete  wight. 
Whan  I  had  wrong  and  she  the  right, 
She  wolde  alwey  so  goodely 
For-yevo  me  so  debonairly. 
In  alio  my  youthe,  in  alle  chaonce,     1285 
She  took  me  in  hir  govemannce. 

'  Therwith  she  was  alway  so  trewe, 
Our  joye  was  evor  y-liche  newo  ; 
Our  hertes  wem  so  even  a  pajrre. 
That  never  nas  that  oon  oontrayre      1290 
To  that  other,  for  no  wo. 
For  sothe,  y-liche  they  sufired  tho 
Oo  blisse  and  eek  00  sorwe  bothe  ; 
Y-liche    they    were    bothe    gladde    and 

wrothe  ; 
Al  was  us  oon,  withoute  were.  1295 

^jid  thus  we  lived  ftil  many  a  yero 


So  wel,  I  can  nat  telle  how.' 

*  Sir,'  quod  I,  *  wher  is  she  now  ? ' 

*  Now  ! '  quod  he,  and  stinte  anoon. 

Therwith  he  wex  as  deed  as  stoon,  1300 
And  seyde,  *  alias  !  that  I  was  bore ! 
That  was  the  los,  that  her-before 
I  tolde  thee,  that  I  had  lorn. 
Bethenk  how  I  seyde  her-befom,         1504 
*'  Thou  wost  ful  litel  what  thou  menest ; 
I  have  lost  more  than  thou  wenest " — 
God  wot,  alias !  right  that  was  she  !  * 

*  Alias  !  sir,  how?  what  may  that  be?* 
»She    is    deed!*    ♦Nay!'    *Yis,  by  my 

trouthe !  * 

*  Is  that  your  los  ?  by  god,  hit  is  routhe  ! ' 

And  with  that  worde,  right  anoon,  1311 
They  gan  to  strake  forth  ;  al  was  doon, 
For  that  tyme,  the  hert-hunting. 

With  that,  me  thoghte,  that  this  king 
Gan  [quikly]  hoomward  for  to  ryde     13 15 
Unto  a  place  ^-ther  besyde. 
Which  was  irom  us  but  a  lyt«, 
A  long  castel  with  walles  whyte. 
By  seynt  Johan  !  on  a  riche  hll, 
As  me  mette  ;  but  thus  it  fiL  1320 

Bight  thus  me  mette,  as  I  yow  telle, 
That  in  the  castel  i-was  a  belle. 
As  hit  had  smiten  houres  twelve. — 

Therwith  I  awook  my-selve, 
And  fond  me  lying  in  my  bed  ;  1325 

And  the  book  that  I  had  red. 
Of  Alcyone  and  Se3r8  the  king. 
And  of  the  goddos  of  sloping, 
I  fond  it  in  myn  honde  fal  even. 

Thoghte  I,  '  this  is  so  queynt  a  sweven, 
That  I  wol,  by  processe  of  tyme,  1331 

Fonde  to  putte  this  sweven  in  ryme 
As  I  can  best ;  and  that  anoon.' — 
This  was  my  sweven ;  now  hit  is  doon.  1334 
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IV.     THE   COMPLEYNT  OF  MARS. 


TheProem, 

'  GuiDKTH,  ye  foules,  of  the  morow  gray, 
Lo !  Venus  riBen  among  yon  rowes  redo  ! 
And  flonres  fresshOf  hononreth  ye  this 

day; 
For  when  the  Sonne  nprist,  then  wol  ye 

sprede. 
Bnt  ye  lovers,  that  lye  in  any  drede,       5 
Fle^th,  lest  wikked  tonges  yow  espye  ; 
Lo!  yond  the  sonne,  the  candel  of  jeloeye! 

With  teres  hlewe,  and  with  a  wounded 

herte 
Taketh  yoor  leve  ;  and,  with  seynt  John 

to  borow, 
Apeseth  somwhat  of  yonr  sorowM  smerte, 
I^ine  Cometh  eft,  that  cese  shal  your 

■orow ;  1 1 

The    glade    night    is    worth    an    hevy 

morow  ! ' — 
(Seynt  Yalentyne  !  a   fonl  thus  herdo  I 

singe 
Upon  thy  day,  er  sonne  gan  up-springe). — 

Yet  sang  this  foul — *  I  rede  yow  al  a-wako. 
And  ye,  that  han  not  chosen  in  humble 

wyse,  16 

Without    repenting    ch^eth   yow   your 

make. 
And  ye,  that  han  fhl  chosen  as  I  devyse, 
Yet  at  the  leste  ronoveleth  yonr  servyse  ; 
Confermeth  it  perpetuely  to  dure,  ao 

And  paciently  taketh  your  aventure. 

And  for  the  worship  of  this  hye  feste, 
Yet  wol  I,  in  jny  briddes  wyse,  singe 
The  sentence  of  the  compleynt,  at  the 

lesto. 
That  woful  liars  made  atte  dox)artinge  35 
.^To  fresshe  Venus  in  a  morweninge, 
Whan  Phebus,  with  his  fjrry  torches  rede, 
Bansaked  evexy  lover  in  his  drede. 

The  Story, 

T  Whylom    the    thridde    hevenes   lord 

above, 
As  wel  by  hevenish  revolucioan  30 


Ajs  by  desert,  hath  wonne  Venus  his  love, 
And  she  hath  take  him  in  subjoccioun, 
Ajid  OS  a  maistresse    taught    him   his 

lessonn, 
Comaunding  him  that  never,  in  hir  ser- 
vyse. 
He  nere  so  bold  no  lover  to  despyse.       35 

For  she  forbad  him  jelosye  at  alio, 
And  cruelte,  and  host,  and  tirannyo ; 
She  made  him  at  hir  lust  so  humble  and 

talle. 
That  when  hir  deyned  caste  on  him  hir  yC, 
He  took  in  pacicnce  to  live  or  dye  ;        40 
And  thus  she  brydeleth  him  in  hir  man- 

ere. 
With  no-thing  but  with  scourging  of  hir 

chere. 

Who  regneth  now  in  blisse  but  Venus, 
That  hath  this  worthy  knight  in  govem- 

aunce? 
Who  singeth  now  but  Mars,  that  ser\'ot]i 

thus  45 

The  fairo  Venus,  causer  of  plcsaunce  ? 
He  b3mt  him  to  perpetual  obeisaunce. 
And  she  bynt  hir  to  loven  him  for  ever, 
But  so  be  that  his  trespas  hit  dissever. 

Thus  be  they  knit,  and  regnen  as  in  heven 
By  loking  most ;  til  hit  fil,  on  a  tyde,  51 
That  by  hir  bothe  assent  was  set  a  steven. 
That  Mars  shal  entro,  as  faste  as  he  may 

glyde, 
Into  hir  ncxte  paloys,  to  abyde, 
Walking  his  cours  til  she  had  him  Ortake, 
And  he  preydo  hir  to  haste  hir  for  his 

sake.  56 

Then  seyde  he  thus — "  mjTi  hertes  lady 

swete. 
Ye  knowe  wel  my  mischef  in  that  place ; 
For  sikerly,  til  that  I  with  yow  mete,   59 
My  lyf  stant  ther  in  aventure  and  grace ; 
But  when  I  see  the  beaute  of  your  face, 
Ther  is  no  dreed  of  deeth  may  do  me 

smerte. 
For  al  your  lust  is  ese  to  myn  herte." 
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Shohath  sogprct  compassion  of  hir  knight, 
That  dwelleth  in  solitndo  til  sho  come  ;  65 
For  hit  stood  so,  that  ilke  tyme,  no  wight 
Coimsoylcd  him,  ne  seyde  to  him  welcome, 
That  nigh  hir  wit  for  wo  was  overcome  ; 
Wherforo  she  speddo  hir  as  faste  in  hir 

weyo, 
Almost  in  oon  day,  as  he  dide  in  tweye.  70 

The  greto  joyo  that  was  hetwix  hem  two, 
Whan  they  ho  met,  ther  may  no  tonge 

telle, 
Ther  is  no  more,  but  tinto  bed  they  go, 
And  thns  in  joye  and  blisse  I  leto  hem 

dwelle ; 
This  worthy  Mars,  that  is  of  knighthod 

welle,  75 

The  flonr  of  faimes  lappeth  in  his  armes, 
And  Venus  kisseth  Mars,  the  god  of  armes. 

Sojourned  hath  this  Mars,  of  which  I  rede, 

In  chambre  amid  the  paleys  prively 

A  certeyn  tyme,  til  him  fel  a  drede,       80 

Through  Phebus,  that  was  comen  hastely 

Within  the  paloys-yatcs  sturdely, 

With  torche    in  hondc,  of  which    the 

stremes  brighto 
On  Venus  chambre  knokkeden  ful  lighte. 

The  chambre,  ther  as  lay  this  fresshe 

queue,  85 

Depeynted  was  with  whyte  boles  grete, 
And  by  the  light  she  knew,  that  shoon 

so  shene. 
That  Phebus  cam  to  brcnne  hem  with  his 

hete; 
This  sely  Venus,  *)-dreynt  in  teres  wete, 
Enbraceth  Mars,  and  seyde,  "  alas !  I  dye ! 
The  torch  is  come,  that  al  this  world  wol 

wrye."  91 

Up  sterto  Mars,  him  liste  not  to  slepe, 
W^an  he  his  lady  horde  so  compleyne  ; 
But,  for  his  nature  was  not  for  to  wepe. 
In  stedo  of  tores,  fro  liis  eyen  twejme    95 
The  fyry  si)arkGs  brosten  out  for  peyne  ; 
And  hente  his  hauberk,  that  lay  hinx  be- 

sydo ; 
Flee  wolde  he  not,  ne  mighte  him-selven 

hyde. 

He  throweth  on  liis  helm  of  huge  wighte. 

And  girt  him  with  his  swerde ;  and  in 

his  honde  200 


His  mighty  spero,  as  he  was  wont  to 

fighte. 
Ho  shaketh  so  that  almost  it  to-wondo  ; 
Ful  hevy  he  was  to  walken  over  londc  ; 
He  may  not  holde  with  Venus  companyc. 
But  bad  hir  fleen,  lest  Phebus  hir  espye. 

O  wofdl  Mars !  alas !  what  mayst  thou 
seyn,  106 

That  in  the  paleys  of  thy  disturbaunce 
Art  left  behinde,  in  i)eril  to  bo  slejm  ? 
And  yet  ther-to  is  double  thy  penauncc. 
For  she,  that  hath  thyn  herte  in  govem- 


aunce. 


no 


Is  passed  halfo  the  stremes  of  thyn  y€n  ; 
That  thou  nere  swift,  wel  mayst  thou 
wepe  and  cryen. 

Now  fleeth  Venus  un-to  Cylenius  tour. 
With  voide  cours,  for  fere  of  Phebus  Ij^t. 
Alas  !  and  ther  ne  hath  she  no  socour,  1 15 
For  she  ne  fond  ne  saw  no  maner  wight ; 
And  eek  as  ther  sho  had  but  litil  might ; 
Wher-for,  hir-solven  for  to  hyde  and  save, 
Within  the  gate  she  fledde  into  a  cave. 

Derk  was  this  cave,  and  smoking  as  the 

helle,  1 30 

Not  but  two  pas  within  the  gate  hit  stood ; 
A  naturel  day  in  derk  I  lete  hir  dwelle. 
Now  wol  I  speke  of  Mars,  furious  and 

wood ; 
For  sorow  he  wolde  have  seen  his  hcrto 

blood ; 
Sith  that  he  mighte  fhir  don  no  com- 

panye,  1^5 

He  ne  roghte  not  a  myte  for  to  dye. 

So  feble  he  wex,  for  hete  and  for  his  wo, 
That  nigh  he  swelt,  he  mighte  unnethe 

endure; 
He  passeth  but  00  stejrre  in  dayes  two, 
But  ner  the  les,  for  al  his  hevy  armuro,  i.^ 
He  foloweth  hir  that  is  his  lyvea  euro  ; 
For  whos  departing  he  took  grotter  yre 
Thanne  for  al  his  brenning  in  the  tyre. 

After  he  walketh  softely  a  pas, 
Compleyning,  that  hit  pite  was  to  here.  135 
He  seyde,  "  O  lady  bright,  Venus  !  alas  ! 
That  ever  so  wyde  a  compas  is  my  spcre ! 
Alas  !  whan  shal  I  mete  yow,  herte  derc. 
This  twelfto  day  of  April  I  endure, 
Through  jeloos  Phebus,  this  misayontnre." 
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Now  *f-helpe  god  sely  Venns  allone  I      141 
Bat,  as  god  wolde,  hit  happed  for  to  be, 
That,  whyl  that  Venns  weping  made  hir 

mone, 
Cyienios,  rydlng  in  his  chevanch^,       144 
Pro  Venns  valance  mighte  his  paleys  see, 
And  Venns  he  salneth,  and  maketh  chere, 
And  hir  reoeyveth  as  his  frend  fnl  dere. 

Mars  dwelloth  forth  in  his  advorsitee, 
Compleyning  ever  on  hir  departinge  ; 
And  what  his  compleynt  was,  remem- 

breth  me  ;  150 

And  therfore,  in  this  losty  morweninge, 
As  I  best  can,  I  wol  hit  sejoi  and  singe, 
And  after  that  I  wol  my  leve  take  ; 
And  god  yeve  eveiy  wight  joye  of  his 

make ! 

The  Compleynt  of  Mars. 

The  Proem  of  the  Compleynt. 

*F  The  ordre  of  compleynt  rcquireth  skil- 
folly,  155 

That  if  a  wight  shal  pleyne  pitonsly, 
Ther  mot  be  canse  wherfor  that  men 
pleyne ; 
Or  men  may  deme  he  ployneth  folily 
And  canselcs  ;  alas  !  that  am  not  I ! 
Wherfor  the  gronnd  and  cause  of  al 
my  pejue,  160 

So  as  my  troubled  wit  may  hit  ateyne, 
I  wol  reherse  ;  not  for  to  have  redresse, 
But  to  declare  my  ground  of  hevinesse. 

Devotion, 

*?  The  firste  tjrme,  alas !  that  I  was  wroght, 
And  for  certeyn  effectes  hidcr  broght  165 

By  him  that  lordeth  ech  intelligence, 
I  yaf  my  trewe  servise  and  my  thoght. 
For   evermore — how    dere    I    have    hit 
boght!— 
To  hir,  that  is  of  so  grot  excellence, 
That  what  wight  that  first  aheweth  his 
presence,  170 

When  she  is  wroth  and  takcth  of  him  no 

cure, 
He  may  not  longo  in  joye  of  love  endure. 

This  is  no  formed  mater  that  I  telle ; 
My  lady  is  the  verr^y  sours  and  welle 


Of  beaute,   lust,  frcdum,   and  gentil- 


nesse. 
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Of  riche  amy — how  dcro  mon  hit  ecIIc  ! — 

Of  .nl  disport  in  wliich  mcnfrcndlydwcllc, 

Of  love  and  pley,  and  of  benigno  hum- 

blesse, 
Of  Sonne  of  instruments  of  ol  swctnossc ; 
And  therto  so  wcl  fortuned  and  thewed. 
That  through  the  world  hir  goodiiosse  is 
y-shewed.  181 

What  wonder  is  then,  thogh  that  I  bo- 

sette 
My  servise  on  sucho  oon,  tliat  may  mo 
knctte 
To  wole  or  wo,  sith  hit  Ijrth  in   hir 
might  ?  184 

Therfor  my  herte  for  ever  I  to  hir  hette ; 
Ne  trewly,  for  my  dotho,  I  shal  not  letto 
To  ben  hir  trewest  servaunt  and  hir 

knight. 
I  flater  noght,  that  may  wite  evcr>' 
wight ; 
For  this  day  in  hir  servise  sliol  I  dye  ; 
But  grace  be,  I  see  hir  never  with  3'C.    190 

A  Ijody  in  fear  and  tcoe. 

^  To  whom  shal  I  than  plej-no  of  my  dis- 

tresse  ? 
Who  may  mo  helpo,  who  may  my  harm 
redresse  ? 
Shal  I  complcyno  unto  my  Ixidy  free  ? 
Nay,  certes  !  for  she  hath  such  hevinesse. 
For  fere  and  eek  for  wo,  that,  as  I  gesso, 
In  litil  tyme  hit  wol  hir  bane  bo.      196 
But  were  she  sauf,  hit  wcr  no  fors  of  mo. 
Alas  !  that  ever  lovers  mote  endure, 
For  love,  so  many  a  perilous  aventure  ! 

For  thogh  so  be  that  lovers  be  as  trowe2(x> 
As  any  metal  that  is  forged  newe. 

In  many  a  cas  hem  tydeth  ofbe  sorowe. 

Somtyme  hir  ladies  will  not  on  hem  rowe, 

Somtyme,  yif  that  jelosyo  hit  knewo, 

They  mightcn  lightly  leye  hir  hecil  to 

borowo ;  205 

Somtjrme  envyous  folke    with   tnnges 

horowe 

Depraven  hem  ;  alas  !    whom  mny  they 

pleso? 
But  he  be  fals,  no  lover  hath  his  ese. 
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But  what  availoth  snohe  a  long  sermonn 
Of  aventures  of  lov6,  up  and  doon  ?     210 

I  wol  retnmo  and  speken  of  my  "peyne  ; 
The  point  is  this  of  my  destmccioon, 
"ilLj  righte  lady,  my  sulvacioon, 

Is  in  affray,  and  not  to  whom  to  plejoie. 

O  horte  swete,  O  lady  sovereyne !      215 
For  your  disese,  wel  oghte  I  swoune  and 

Fwelte, 
Thogh  I  non  other  harm  ne  drede  felte. 

JnstabilUy  of  Hap^nua. 
^  To  what  fyn  mado  the  god  that  sit  so 

Benothcn  him,  love  other  companye, 
And  streyneth  folk  to  love,  malg^  hir 
hcdo  ?  220 

And  then  hir  joye,  for  oght  I  can  ospye, 
Ne  lasteth  not  the  twinkeling  of  an  yS, 
And  somme  han  never  joye  til  they  be 

dede. 
What  mcneth  this  ?  what  is  this  misti- 
hcde? 
Whorto  constreynoth  he  his  folk  so  faste 
Thing  to  desyre,  but  hit  sholde  laste  ?  226 

And  thogh  he  mado  a  lover  love  a  thing, 
Andmakcth  hit  seme  stedfast  and  daring. 

Yet  puttcth  he  in  hit  sach  misaventnre, 
That  reste  nis  ther  noon  in  his  yeving.  230 
And  that  is  wonder,  that  so  just  a  king 

Doth  such  hardncsso  to  his  creature. 

Thus,  whether  love  brcke  or  ellcs  dure, 
Algates  he  that  hath  with  love  to  done 
Hath  ofter  wo  then  changed  is  the  mone. 

Hit  semeth  he  hath  to  lovers  enmite,  236 

And  lyk  a  flssher,  as  men  alday  may  see, 

Baiteth  his  angle-hook  with  som  ples- 

aunce. 

Til  mony  a  ilsh  is  wood  til  that  he  he  239 

Sesed  ther-with ;  and  then  at  erst  hath  he 

Al  his  desyr,  and  ther-with  al  mis- 

chaunco ; 
And  thogh  the  lyne  brcke,  he  hath 
penaunce ; 
Tor  with  the  hoke  he  wounded  is  so  sore. 
That  he  his  wages  hath  for  ever-more. 

7^  Brooch  of  Thebes. 

*r  The  broche  of  Thebes  was  of  suche  a 
kinde,  245 

So  fol  of  rubies  and  of  stones  Inde, 


That  every  wight,  that  sette  on  hit  an 

yfi, 

He  wende  anon  to  worthe  out  of  his 

minde  ; 
So  sore  the  beaute  wolde  his  herte  binde. 
Til  he  hit  hadde,  him  thoghte  he  mosto 

dye ;  251) 

And  whan  that  hit  was  his,  than  shuldo 

he  drye 
Such  wo  for  drede,  ay  whyl  that  he  hit 

hadde, 
That  welnigh    for   the  fere  he    shuldo 

madde. 

And  whan  hit  was  fro  his  possessioun, 
Than  had  he  double  wo  and  passioun  255 

For  he  so  fair  a  tresor  had  forgo ; 
But  yet  this  broche,  as  in  oonclusioun, 
Was  not  the  cause  of  this  oonfusioun  ; 

But  he  that  wroghte  hit  enfortuned  hit 
so, 

That  every  wight  that  had  hit  shuld 
have  wo ;  260 

And  therfor  in  the  worcher  was  the  vyce. 
And  in  the  covetour  that  was  so  nyce. 

So  fareth  hit  by  lovers  and  by  me ; 
For  thogh  my  lady  have  so  gret  beauty. 
That  I  was  mad  til  I  had  gete  hir 
grace,  265 

She  was  not  cause  of  myn  adversitee, 
But  he  that  wroghte  hir,  also   mot  I 
thee, 
That  putt«  suche  a  beaute  in  hir  face. 
That  made  me  to  covete  and  purchace 
Myn   owne   deth;    him   wyte   I   that   I 
dye,  270 

And  myn  unwit,  that  ever  I  clomb  so 
hye 

An  Appeal  for  Sympathy. 

IF  But  to  yow,  hardy  knightcs  of  renoun, 
Sin  that  ye  be  of  my  divisioun, 

Al  be  I  not  worthy  fso  grete  a  name. 
Yet,  seyn  these  clerkes,  I  am  your  po- 
troun ;  275 

Ther-for  ye  oghte  have  som  compossionn 

Of  my  disese,  and  take  it  noght  a>game. 

The  proudest  of  yow  may  be  mad  ful 
tame; 
Wherfor  I  prey  yow,  of  your  gentilesse, 
That  yo  compleyne  for  myn  hevinesse.  280 
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And  ye,  my  ladies,  that  ben  trewe  and 

stable, 
By  way  of  kinde,  yo  oghten  to  be  able 

To  have  pile  of  folk  that  be  in  pe3me  : 
Now  have  ye  cause  to  clothe  yow  in  sable ; 
Sith  that  yoor  emperice,  the  honorable, 
Is  dcsolat,  wel  oghte  ye  to  pleyno  ;   286 
Xow  shald  your  holy  teres  fallo  and 
ruync 
Alas  I  your  honour  and  your  empcricc, 
Nigh   deed  for  drede,   ne  can   hir    not 
chevise. 


Complcsmeth  eek,  yo  lovers,  al  in-fcre,  290 
For  hir  that,  with  unformed  humble  chern, 

Was  ever  ro<ly  to  do  yow  socour  ; 
Ck>mple3aieth  hir  that  ever  hath  had  yow 

dere ; 
Coniplcyneth  beau  to,  fredom,  and  monero ; 
Compleyncth  hir  that  ondeth  your  la- 
bour ;  595 
Complcyneth   thiike    cnsamplo    of   al 
honour, 
That  never  dido  but  al  gontilesso  ;        297 
Elytheth  therfor  on  hir  som  Idndencssc' 
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The  Proem. 

Thb  lyf  so  short,  the  craft  so  long  to  Icmc, 
Th*assay  so  hard,  so  sharp  the  conquering, 
The  dredfal  joyo,  that  alwey  slit  so  ycmo, 
Al  this  mene  I  by  love,  that  my  feling  4 
Astonyeth  with  his  wondorfal  worching 
So  sore  y-wis,  that  whan  I  on  him  thinko, 
Xat  wot  I  wel  wher  that  I  wake  or  "winke. 

For  al  be  that  I  knowe  not  love  in  dode, 
Ne  wot  how  that  he  quyteth  folk  hir  hyre, 
Yet  happoth  me  ful  ofte  in  bokes  rede  10 
Of  his  miracles,  and  his  cruel  jrre  ; 
Ther  rede  I  wel  he  wol  bo  lord  and  syre, 
I  dar  not  seyn,  his  strokes  been  so  sore, 
Dut  god  save  swich  a  lord !   I  can  no 
more. 

Of  usage,  what  for  luste  what  for  lore,  15 
On  bokes  rede  I  ofte,  as  I  yow  toldo. 
But  wherfor  that  I  speke  al  this?  not  yore 
Agon,  hit  happed  me  for  to  beholde 
Upon  a  boke,  was  write  with  Icttres  oldo  ; 
And  ther-upon,acerteyn  thing  to  leme,3o 
The  longo  day  ful  faste  I  radde  and  yome. 

For  out  of  olde  feldes,  as  men  seith, 
Conxeth  al  this  newe  com  fro  yecr  to  ycro ; 
And  out  of  olde  bokes,  in  good  feith, 
Cometh  al  this  newe  science  that  men 
Icre.  25 


But  now  to  purpos  as  of  this  matere — 
To  rede  forth  hit  gan  me  so  dclj'te, 
That  al  the  day  me  thoughto  but  a  lyto. 

This  book  of  which  I  make  mencioun, 
Entitled  was  al  thus,  as  I  shal  telle,      ^o 
*  Tullius  of  the  dreme  of  Scipioun ' ; 
Chapitres  seven  hit  haddo,  of  hevene  and 

hclle. 
And    erthe,    and    soules    that   therinne 

dwclle, 
Of  whiche,  as  shortly  as  I  can  hit  trete,  34 
Of  his  sentence  I  wol  you  seyn  the  grete. 

First  telleth  hit,  whan  Scipioun  was  come 
In  Afrik,  how  he  mette  Mossinisse, 
That  him  for  joye  in  armes  hath  y-nome. 
Than  telleth  f  hit  hir  speohe  and  al  the 

blisse 
That  was  betwix  hem,  til  the  day  gan 


misse 


40 


And  how  his  auncestre,  African  so  dere, 
Gan  in  his  slope  that  night  to  him  apperc. 

Than  telleth  hit  that,  fro  a  sterry  place. 
How  African  hath  him  Cartage  shewed, 
And  warned  him  before  of  al  his  grace,  45 
And  seyde  him,  what  man,  lercd  other 

lowed, 
That  loveth  comun  profit,  wel  y-thowod, 
He  shal  unto  a  blisful  place  wende, 
Ther  as  joye  is  that  last  withouten  endo. 
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Than  asked  ho,  if  folk  that  heor  be  dede 
Have  lyf  and  dwelling  in  another  place ;  51 
And  African  seyde,  *  ye,  without^  dredo,* 
And  that  oar  present  worldes  lyvos  space 
Nis  bnt  a  maner  dcth,  what  wey  we  trace, 
And  rightful  folk  shal  go,  after  they  dye, 
To  hoven ;  and  shewed  him  the  galaxye.  56 

Than  shewed  he  him  the  litel  erthe,  that 

heer  is, 
At  regard  of  the  hovenes  qnantite  ; 
And  after  shewed  he  him  the  nyne  speres, 
And  after  that  the  melodye  herde  he    60 
That  cometh  of  thilke  speros  thryes  three. 
That  wello  is  of  mosj'ke  and  melodye 
In  this  world  hcer,  and  cause  of  armonye. 

Than  bad  he  him,  sin  erthe  was  so  lyte, 
And  fnl  of  torment  and  of  harde  grace,  65 
That  he  no  shulde  him  in  the  world 

deljte. 
Than  tolde  he  him,  in  certej'n  yeres  spcuse. 
That  every  sterre  shuldo  come  into  hia 

place 
Ther  hit  was  first ;  and  al  shulde  out  of 

minde  69 

That  in  this  worldo  is  don  of  al  mankinde. 

Thau  prayde  him  Scipioun  to  telle  him  al 
Tlie  woy  to  come  iin-to  that  hevene  blisse ; 
And  ho  seyde,  'know  thy-self  first  im- 
mortal. 
And  loke  ay  besily  thou  werke  and  wisse 
To  comun  profit,  and  thou  shalt  nat  misse 
To  comen  swiftly  to  that  place  dere,  j6 
Tliat  ful  of  blisse  is  and  of  soules  clere. 

But  brekcrs  of  the  la  we,  soth  to  seyne. 
And  lecherous  folk,  after  that  they  be 

dedo,  79 

Shul  al  wey  wh  i  rlc  aboute  th'erthe  in  peyno, 
Til  many  a  world  be  passed,  out  of  drede. 
And  than,  for-yoven  alle  hir  wikked  dede, 
Tlion  shul  they  come  nnto  that  blisful 

place, 
To  which  to  comcn  god  thoo  sende  his 

grace ! ' — 

Tlio  day  gan  failcn,  and  the  derke  night, 
Tliat  rovoth  bostcs  i'roni  hir  besinesse,   86 
Beralto  me  my  book  for  lakke  of  light. 
And  to  my  beddo  I  gan  me  for  to  dresse, 
TnlfiUl  of  thought  and  bcsy  hevinesse  ; 


For  botho  I  haddo  thing  which  that  I 
nolde,  90 

And  eek  I  ne  hadde  that  thing  that  I 
wolde. 

But  fynally  my  spirit,  at  the  lastc, 
For-wery  of  my  labour  al  the  day. 
Took  rest,  that  made  me  to  slope  faste. 
And  in  my  slepe  I  mette,  as  I  lay,  95 

How  African,  right  in  that  selfe  aray 
That    Scipioun    him    saw    beforo    that 

tyde. 
Was  comen,  and  stood  right  at  my  beddos 

syde. 

The  wery  hunter,  slepinge  in  his  bed. 
To  wode  ayein  his  minde  goth  anoon  ;  kxi 
The  jugo   dremeth   how  his  ploes   ben 

sped; 
The  carter  dremeth  how  his  cartes  goon ; 
The  riche,  of  gold ;  the  knight  fight  with 

his  foon, 
The  seke  met  he  drinketh  of  the  tonne  ; 
The  lover  met  he  hath  his  lady  wonne.  105 

Can  I  nat  seyn  if  that  the  cause  were 

For  I  had  red  of  African  beforn. 

That  made  me  to  mete  that  he  stood 

there  ; 
But  thus  seyde  he,  '  thou  hast  thee  so 

wel  born 
In  loking  of  myn  olde  book  to-torn,     no 
Of  which  Macrobie  roglitc  nat  a  lyte. 
That    somdel    of   thy    labour    wolde    I 

quyte !  * — 

Citherea  !  thou  blisful  lady  swete. 
That  with  thy  fyr-brand  dauntest  whom 

thee  lest. 
And  madest  me  this  swevon  for  to  mete. 
Be  thou  my  help  in  this,  for  thou  mayst 

best;  116 

As  wisly  as  I  saw  thee  north-north-wo.-rt. 
When  I  began  my  sweven  for  to  wryte, 
So  yif  me  might  to  ryme  hit  and  endyte ! 

The  Story, 

This  forseid  African  me  hente  anoon,  i^> 
And  forth  with  him  unto  a  gate  broghte 
Bight  of  a  x>arke,  walled  with  grene  stoon; 
And  over  the  gate,  with  Icttros  largo 

y-wroghte, 
Ther  wcren  vers  y-writen,  as  me  thoghte. 
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On  eyther  halfe,  of  ful  gret  difference,  i  ^5 
Of  which  I  shal  yow  sey  the  pleyn  sen- 
tcnco. 

*  Thorgh  me  men  goon  in-to  that  blisftil 

place 
Of  hertes  hele  and  dedly  woundes  cure  ; 
Thorgh  me  men  goon  nnto  the  welle  of 

Grace, 
Ther  greno  and    lusty  May  shal    ever 

endure ;  130 

This  is  the  wcy  to  al  good  aventure  ; 
Be  glad,  thou  reder,  and  thy  sorwe  of- 

caste, 
Al  open  am   I ;   passe  in,  and  hy  the 

faste!' 

*  Thorgh  me  men  goon,'  than  sjiak  th^t 

other  syde, 
^  Unto  the  mortal  strokes  of  the  spere,  155 
Of  which  Disdayn  and  Dannger  is  the 

gyde, 
Ther  tree  shal  never  fruit  ne  leves  here. 
This  streem  you  ledeth  to  the  sorwful 

were, 
Ther  as  the  fish  in  prison  is  al  drye  ; 
Th'eschewing  is  only  the  remedye.'      140 

ThiscTors  of  gold  and  blak  y-writen  were, 
The  whiche  I  gan  a  stonnde  to  beholde. 
For  with  that  oon  encresed  ay  my  fere, 
And  with  that  other  gan  myn  herte  tx>lde ; 
That  oon  me  hette,  that  other  did  me 
colde,  145 

No  wit  had  I,  for  errour,  for  to  chese. 
To  cntre  or  flee,  or  me  to  save  or  lese. 

Bight  as,  betwixen  adamauntes  two 
Of  even  might,  a  pece  of  iren  y-set,      149 
That  hath  no  might  to  mevo  to  ne  fro — 
For  what  that  on  may  hale,  that  other 

let— 
Ferde  I,  that  nisto  whether  me  was  bet. 
To  entre  or  leve,  til  African  my  gyde 
Me    hente,  and  shoof  in   at  the  gates 

wydc. 

And  seydo,  '  hit  stondeth  writen  in  thy 
face,  155 

Thyn  errour,  though  thou  telle  it  not  to 
me ; 

But  drcd  thee  nat  to  come  in-to  this 
place, 


For  this  wryting  is  no-thing  mont  by 

thee, 
Xe  by  noon,  but  he  Loves  ser\'ant  bo  ; 
For  thou  of  love  hast  lost  thy  tost,  I 

gesse,  160 

As  seek  man  hath  of  sweto  and  bitter- 

uesse. 

But    natheles,   al-though  that  thou  be 

dulle, 
Yit  that  thou  canst  not  do,  yit  mayst 

thou  see  ; 
For  many  a  man  that  may  not  stonde 

a  pulle, 
Yit   lyketh    him    at    the    wrastling   for 

to  be,  165 

And  dometh  yit  whor  he  do  bet  or  he  ; 
And  if  thou  haddest  cunning  for  t'endyle, 
I  shal  thee  shewen  mater  of  to  wxyte.* 

With  that  my  bond  in  his  ho  took  anoon, 
Of  which  I  comfort  caughte,  and  wente 

in  faste  ;  170 

But  lord  !  so  I  was  glad  and  wol  begoon  ! 
For  over-al,  wher  that  I  myn  eyen  caste, 
Were  trees  clod  with  levos  that  ay  shal 

lasto, 
Eche  in  his  kinde,  of  colour  fresh  and 

greno 
As  emeraude,  that  joye  was  to  scne.     175 

The  bilder  ook,  and  eek  the  hardy  assho  ; 
The  piler  elm,  the  cofro  unto  caroyno  ; 
The    boxtreo    piper ;    holm    to   whippes 

lasshe  ; 
The    sayling    flrr ;    the   cipres,    deth  to 

pleyno ;  179 

Tlie  shetor  cw,  the  asp  for  shaftcs  pleyne  ; 
The  olyvo  of  pees,  and  eek  the  drunken 

vyne, 
The  victor  palm,  the  laurer  to  dovyno. 

A  garden  saw  I,  ful  of  blosmy  bowos. 
Upon  a  river,  in  a  greno  mede,  184 

Ther  as  that  swetnesse  evermore  y-now  is, 
With  floures  whyte,  blewe,  yelowe,  and 

redo  ; 
And  colde  wellc-stremes,  no-thing  dcde. 
That  swommen  ful  of  smale  fisshcs  lighte, 
Withfinnes  rede  and  scales  silver-brighte. 

On  every  bough  the  briddcs  herde  I  singe. 
With  voys  of  auugel  in  hir  arnionye,  191 
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8om  be^yed  hem  hlr  briddee  forth  to 

bringe ; 
The  lltel  conyes  to  hir  pley  gnnno  hye, 
And  ibrthcr  ol  aboute  I  gan  espyo 
The  drodful  roo,  the  buk,  the  hert  and 

hinde,  195 

Sqnerels,  and  bestos  smalo  of  gcntilkindo. 

Of  instruments  of  stronges  in  acord 
Herde  I  so  plcye  a  ravisshing  swetnesse, 
That  god,  that  maker  is  of  al  and  lord, 
No  herde  never  better,  as  I  gesso  ;        200 
Therwith  a  wind,  unnethe  hit  might  be 

Icsse, 
Made  in  the  loves  grene  a  noiso  sofbe 
Acordant  to  the  foales  songe  on-lofte. 

The  air  of  that  place  so  attempre  was 
That  never  was  grevannce  of  hoot  ne 

cold ;  205 

Ther  wex  eek  every  holsom  spyoe  and 

gras, 
Xe  no  man  may  ther  wexe  seek  ne  old  ; 
Yet  was  ther  joye  more  a  thousand  fold 
Then  man  can  telle ;  ne  never  wolde  it 

nighte, 
But  ay  elccr  day  to  any  mannes  sighte. 

Under  a  tree,  bosyde  a  welle,  I  say        211 
Cupyde  our  lord  his  arwes  forge  and  fyle  ; 
And  at  his  fete  his  bowe  al  redy  lay, 
And  wel  his  doghter  tempred  al  the  whyle 
The  hedes  in  the  welle,  and  with  hir 

wyle  215 

She  couched  hem  after  as  they  shulde 

serve, 
Som  for  to  slee,  and  som  to  wounde  and 

kerve. 

Tho  was  I  war  of  Plesaunce  anon-right. 
And  of  Aray,  and  Lust,  and  Cnrtesyo  ; 
And  of  the  Craft  that  can  and  hath  the 

might  220 

To  doon  by  force  a  wight  to  do  folye — 
Disfigurat  was  she,  I  nil  not  lye  ; 
And  by  him-sclf,  under  an  oke,  I  gesse, 
Sawe  I  Delyt,  that  stood  with  Gentil- 

nesse. 

f  saw  Beautee,  withouten  any  atyr,      225 
And  Youthe,  ful  of  game  and  lolyte, 
Fool-hardinesse,  Flatery,  and  Dosyr, 
Messagerye,  and  Mede,  and  other  three — 
Hir  names  shul  noght  hero  be  told  for  me — 


And  upon  pilers  grete  of  jasper  longe  250 
I  saw  a  temple  of  bras  y-founded  stronge. 

Aboute  the  temple  daunceden  alway 
Wommen  y-nowo,  of  whiche  somme  ther 

were 
Faire  of  hem-self,  and  somme  of  hem 

were  gay ; 
In    kirtels,    al    disshevele,   wente    they 

there —  235 

That  was  hir  office  alwey,  j^eer  1^  yere — 
And  on  the  temple,  of  doves  wh3rte  and 

£Edre 
Saw  I  sittinge  many  a  hundred  paire 

Before  the  temple-dore  ful  soberly 
Dame  Pees  sat,  with  a  curteyn  in  hir 

bond :  240 

And  hir  besyde,  wonder  discretly, 
Dame  Pacience  sitting  ther  I  fond 
With  face  pale,  upon  an  hille  of  sond ; 
And  alder-next,  within  and  eek  with- 

oute,  244. 

Behest  and  Art,  and  of  hir  folke  a  route. 

Within  the  temple,  of  syghes  bote  as  fyr 
I  herde  a  swogh  that  gan  aboute  renne  ; 
Which  syghes  were  engcndred  with  desyr, 
That  maden  every  auter  for  to  brenne 
Of  neweflaume  ;  and  wel  aspyed  I  thenne 
That  al  the  cause  of  sorwes  that  they 
drye  251 

Com  of  the  bitter  goddesse  Jalousyo. 

The  god  Priapus  saw  I,  as  I  wente, 
Within  the  temple,  in  soverayn  place 

stonde. 
In  Bwich  aray  as  whan  the  asse  him 

shente  255 

With  crye  by  night,  and  with  his  ceptro 

in  honde ; 
Ful  besily  men  gunne  assaye  and  fonde 
Upon  his  hede  to  sette,  of  sondry  hewe, 
Qarlondes  ful  of  fressho  floures  newe. 

And  in  a  privee  comer,  in  disporte,     260 
Fond  I  Venus  and  hir  porter  Bichossc, 
That  was  ful  noble  and  hauteyn  of  hir 

porte; 
Derk  was  that  place,  but  afterward  light- 

nesse 
I  saw  a  lyte,  unnethe  hit  might  be  lesse, 
And  on  a  bed  of  golde  she  lay  to  reste,  265 
Til  that  the  bote  sonno  gan  to  weste. 
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Hir  gilte  herea  with  a  Gulden  threde 
Y-bonnden  were,  untressed  as  she  lay, 
And  naked  fro  the  bresto  unto  the  hcdo 
Men  might  hir  see ;  and,  sothly  for  to 
say,  270 

The  rcmenant  wel  kevered  to  my  pay 
Right  with  a  subtil  kerchef  of  Valence, 
Ther  was  no  thikker  cloth   of  no  de- 
fence. 

The  place  3'af  a  thousand  savours  swote, 
And  Bachus,  god  of  wyn,  sat  hir  besyde. 
And  Ceres   next,   that  doth  of  hunger 

bote ;  ^  aj6 

And,  as  I  seide,  amiddes  laj^ipryde, 
To  whom    on    knees  two  yongo  folkes 

crj'do 
To  ben  hir  help  ;  but  thus  I  leet  hir  Ij'e, 
And  ferther  in  the  temple  I  gan  espye 

That,  in  dispyte  of  Diane  the  chaste,  aSi 
Fnl  many  a  bowo  y*broke  heng  on  the 

wal 
Of  maydcns,  sucho  as  gunno  hir  tymes 

waste 
In  hir  servyse  ;  and  peynted  over  al 
Of  many  a  stoiy,  of  which  I  touche  shal 
A  fewe,  as  of  Calixto  and  Athalaunte,  286 
And  many  a  mayde,  of  which  the  name  I 

wante ; 

Snmjrramus,  Candace,  and  Ercules, 
Biblis,  Dido,  Tisbe  and  Piramus, 
Tristram,  Isoude,  Paris,  and  Achilles,  390 
Elc>-ne,  Cleopatre,  and  Troilns, 
Silla,  and  eek  the  moder  of  Bomulus — 
.Alle  these  were  peynted  on  that  other 

syde. 
And  al  hir  love,  and  in  what  pljrte  they 

dyde. 

Whan  I  was  come  ayen  into  the  place  295 
That  I  of  spak,  that  was  so  swote  and 

grene, 
Forth  welk  I  tho,  my-selven  to  solace. 
Tho  was  I  war  wher  that  ther  sat  a 

quene 
That,  as  of  light  the  somer-sonne  sheno 
Passcth  the  sterre,  right  so  over  mesure 
She  fairer  was  than  any  creature.        501 

And  in  a  lannde,  upon  an  hille  of  floures, 
Was  set  this  noble  goddesse  Nature ; 


Of  brannchcs  were  hir  hallos  and  hir 

bourcs, 
Y-wrought  after  hir  craft  and  hir  mesure ; 
Ne   ther  nas  foul  that    comcth   of   on- 

gendruro,  306 

That  they  no  wore  i>rest  in  hir  presence. 
To  take  hir  doom  and  yovo  hir  audience. 

For  this  was  on  sej-nt  Valentynes  da5-, 
Whan  every  foul  cometh  ther  to  chcso 

his  make,  d^' 

Of  every  kinde,  that  men  thenko  may  ; 
And   that    so   huge    a  noyse  gan  they 

make. 
That  erthe  and  soe,  and  tree,  and  everj' 

lake 
80  ful  was,  that  unnethe  was  ther  space 
For  me  to  stonde,  so  ful  was  al  the  place. 

And  right  as  Aleyn,   in  the   PlejTit  of 
Kinde,  3»6 

Devyseth  Nature  of  aray  and  face, 
In  swich  aray  men  mighte[n]  hir  ther 

findc. 
This  noble  emperesse,  fVU  of  gn^ace, 
Bad  every  foul  to  take  his  owno  place,  32ti 
As  they  were  wont  alwey  fro  yeer  to 

yere, 
Sejmt  Valentynes  day,  to  stonden  there. 

That  is  to  sey,  the  foules  of  ravyne 
Were  hyest  set ;    and  than  the  foules 

smale. 
That  eten  as  hem  nature  wolde  enclyno. 
As  worm,  or  thing  of  whiche  I  telle  no 

tale ;  326 

But  water-foul  sat  lowest  in  the  dale  ; 
And  foul  that  liveth  by  seed  sat  on  the 

grene. 
And  that  so  fele,  that  wonder  was  to 

sene. 

Ther  mighte  men  the  royal  egle  iinde. 
That  with  his  sharpe  look  perceth  the 

33» 


Sonne ; 


And  other  egles  of  a  lower  kinde. 

Of  which  that  clerkes  wel  devysen  conno. 

Ther  was  the  tyraunt  with  his  fethres 

donne 
And  greye,  I  mene  the  goshauk,   that 

doth  pyno  335 

To  briddes  for  his  outrageous  ravyne. 
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The  g^ntil  fiEmcon,  that  with  his  feet 

distreyneth 
The  king^  hond ;  the  hardy  sperhank 

eke, 
The  quayles  foo ;  the  merlion  that  pejueth 
Him-eelf  fill  ofte,  the  iarke  for  to  seke  ; 
Ther   was    the    douve,    with    hir    eyen 

meko ;  341 

The  jalous  swan,  ayons  his  deth   that 

singeth  ; 
The  oole  eek,  that  of  dothe  the  bode 

hringeth  ; 

The  crane  the  geannt,  with  his  trompes 
Boune ; 

The  theef,  the  chogh  ;  and  eek  the  jang- 
ling pye ;  345 

The  scorning  jay ;  the  eles  foo,  the 
heroone ; 

The  false  lapwing,  ftd  of  trecherye ; 

The  stare,  that  the  connseyl  can  bewrye  ; 

The  tftme  niddok  ;  and  the  coward  kyte ; 

The  cok,  that  orloge  is  of  thorpes  lyte  ;  350 

The  sparow,  Vonns  sone ;  the  nightin- 
gale. 

That  depeth  forth  the  fresshe  leves  newe ; 

The  swalow,  mordrer  of  the  flyCs  smale 

That  maken  hony  of  floores  fresshe  of 
hewe ; 

The  wedded  turtel,  with  hir  herte  trewe ; 

The  pecok,  with  his  anngels  fethros 
brighto ;  356 

The  fesaunt,  scomer  of  the  cok  by  nighte  ; 

The  waker  goos ;  the  cukkow  ever  nn- 

kinde ; 
The  popinjay,  ful  of  delicasye ; 
The  ^rako,  stroyer  of  his  o^i^e  kinc^e ;  360 
The  stork,  the  wrekor  of  avoaterye  ; 
The  hote  cormerannt  of  glotonye  ; 
The  raven  wys,  the  crow  with  vois  of 

care ; 
The  throstel  olde  ;  the  frosty  feldefare. 

What  shnldo  I  soyn  ?  of  fooles  every 
kindo  365 

That  in  this  worlde  han  fethrcs  and 
stature, 

Men  mighten  in  that  place  assembled 
finde 

Before  the  noble  goddosse  Nature. 

And  everich  of  horn  did  his  bosy  cure 


Benignely  to  chese  or  for  to  take,         370 
By  hir  acord,  his  formel  or  his  make. 

But  to  the  poynt — Nature  held  on  liir 

honde 
A  formel  egle,  of  shap  the  gentileste 
That  ever  she  among  hir  werkes  fonde, 
The  most  benigno  and  the  goodlieste  ; 
In  hir  was  every  vertu  at  his  reste,      376 
So  ferforth,  that    Nature    hir-self  had 

blisse 
To  loke  on  hir,  and  ofbe  hir  bek  to  kisse. 

Nature,  the  vicaire  of  th'almyghty  lordc. 
That  hoot,  l^dy  hovy,  light,  [and]  moist 

and  dreye  3&> 

Hath  knit  by  even  noumbre  of  acorde, 
In  esy  vois  began  to  spoke  and  seye, 
'  Foules,  tak  hede  of  my    sentence,   I 

preye. 
And,  for  your  ese,  in  furthering  of  your 

nede,  384 

As  faste  as  I  may  speke,  I  wol  me  spede. 

Ye  know  wel  how,  seynt  Valentynee  day, 
By  my  statut  and  through  my  govcr- 

naunoe, 
Ye  come  for  to  chese — and  flee  your  way — 
Your  makes,  as  I  prik  yow  with  plesaunce. 
But  natheles,  my  rightful  ordenaunc^  390 
May  I  not  lete,  for  al  this  world  to  winne. 
That  he  that  most  is  worthy  shal  beginne. 

The  tercel  egle,  as  that  ye  knowen  wel, 
The  foul  rojral  above  yow  in  degree, 
The  wyse  and  worthy,  secree,  trewe  as 

stel,  395 

The  which  I  fformed  have,  as  ye  may  see, 
In  every  part  as  hit  best  lyketh  me, 
Hit  nedeth  noght  his  shap  yow  to  devyse. 
He  shal  first  chese  and  speken  in  his 

gyse. 

And  after  him,  by  order  shul  ye  chese,  400 
After  your  kindo,  everich  as  yow  lyketh, 
And,  as  your  hap  is,  shul  ye  winne  or 

lese ; 
But  which  of  yow  that  love  most  cn- 

tryketh, 
Ood  sende  him  hir  that  sorest  for  him 

syketh/ 
And  therwithHGtl  the  tercel  gan  she  calle, 
And  seyde,  *my  sone,  the  choys  is  to 

thee  falle.  406 
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Bat  natheles,  in  thiB  condicioun 
Hot  be  tho  choys  of  everich  that  is  here, 
That  she  a^ree  to  his  eleccioun,  409 

Who-so  he  be  that  shulde  been  hir  fore  ; 
This  is  onr  nsage  alwey,  fro  yeor  to  yere ; 
And  "who  so  may  at  this  time  have  his 

grace, 
In  blisful  tyme  he  com  in-to  this  phice.' 

With  hed  enclyncd  and  with  fnl  humble 

chere 
This  royal  tercel  spak  and  taried  nought ; 
'  Unto  my  sovereyn  lady,  and  noght  my 

fcre^  416 

I  chese,  and  chese  with  wille  and  herte 

and  thought, 
The  formel   on    your   bond    so   wel   y- 

wrought, 
WTios  I  am  al  and  ever  wol  hir  serve, 
Do  what  hir  list,  to  do  me  live  or  sterve. 

Beseching  hir  of  mercy  and  of  grace,  42 1 
As  she  that  is  my  lady  sovereyne  ; 
Or  let  me  dye  present  in  this  place. 
For  certes,  long  may  I  not  live  in  peyne  ; 
For  in  myn  herte  is  corven  every  veyne  ; 
Having  reward  [al]  only  to  my  trouthe,  426 
My  dero    herte,   have    on    my  wo  som 
routhe. 

And  if  that  I  to  hir  bo  founde  untrewe, 
Disobeysaunt,  or  wilful  negligent, 
Avauntour,  or  in  proems  love  a  newe,  430 
I  pray  to  you  this  be  my  jugoment. 
That  with  these  foules  I  be  al  to-rent. 
That  ilke  day  that  ever  she  me  finde 
To  hir  untrewe,  or  in  my  gilte  unkinde. 

And  sin  that  noon  loveth  hir  so  wel  as  I, 
Al  be  she  never  of  love  me  behette,  436 
Than  oghte  she  be  myn    thourgh    hir 

mercy, 
For  other  bond  can  I  noon  on  hir  knette. 
For  never,  for  no  wo,  ne  shal  I  lette  439 
To  scrven  hir,  how  fer  so  that  she  wcnde  ; 
Sey  what  yow  list,  my  tale  is  at  an  en  do.' 

Bight  as  the  fresshe,  rede  rose  newe 
Ayen  the  somer-sonne  coloured  is, 
Kight  BO  for  shame  al  wcxen  gan  the 

hewe 
Of  this  formel,  whan  she  herde  al  this  ; 
She  ncyther  answerdo  '  wel,'   ne  seyde 

amis.  446 


So  sore  abasshed  was  she,  til  that  Nature 
Seyde,  '  doghter,  drede  yow  noght,  I  yow 
assure.' 

Another  tercel  egle  spak  anoon 

Of  lower  kinde,  and  seyde,   *that  shal 

not  be ;  450 

I  love  hir  bet  than  ye  do,  by  seynt  John, 
Or  at  to  leste  I  love  hir  as  wel  as  yo  ; 
And  lenger  have  served  hir,  in  my  degree, 
And  if  she  shulde  have  loved  for  long' 

loving,  454 

To  me  allone  had  been  the  guerdoning. 

I  dar  eek  seye,  if  she  me  finde  fals, 
Unkinde,  jangler,  or  rebel  any  wyse. 
Or  jalous,  do  mo  hongen  by  the  hals  ! 
And  but  I  bero  me  in  hir  sorvyse 
As  wel  as  that  my  wit  can  me  suiiyse,  460 
Fro  poynt  to  poynt,  hir  honour  for  to 

save, 
Tak  she  my  lyf,  and  al  the  good  I  have.' 

The  thridde  tercel  egle  answerde  tho, 
'  Now,  sirs,  ye  seen  the  litel  leyser  hero  ; 
For  every  foul  cryeth  out  to  been  a-go  465 
Forth  with  his  make,  or  with  his  lady 

dero ; 
And  eek  Nature  hir-self  no  wol  nought 

here, 
For  tarying  here,  noght  half  that  I  wolde 

seye ; 
And  but  I  speke,  I  mot  for  sorwe  dpyo. 

Of  long  servyse  avaunto  I  me  no-thing. 
But  as  possible  is  me  to  dye  to-day  471 
For  wo,  as  he  that  hath  ben  Innguisshing 
Thise  twenty  winter,  and  wel  happen  may 
A  man  may  serven  bet  and  more  to  pay 
In  half  a  yere,  al-though  hit  were  no  more, 
Than  som  man  doth  that  hath  served  tal 
yore.  476 

I  ne  say  not  this  by  me,  for  I  ne  can 
Do  no  servyse  that  may  my  lady  plese  ; 
But  I  dar  seyn,  I  am  hir  trewest  man 
As  to  my  dome,  and  feynest  wolde  hir  esc  ; 
At  shorte  wordos,  til  that  deth  me  scse,  481 
I  wol  ben  hires,  whether  I  wake  or  "winko, 
And  trcwe  in  al  that  herte  may  bethinke.' 

Of  al  my  lyf^  sin  that  day  I  was  bom, 
So  gentil  plee  in  love  or  other  thing    485 
Ne  herde  never  no  man  me  bcfom, 
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■\Vho[so]  that  hodde  leysor  and  ctmninff 
For  to  rohorso  liir  chore  and  hir  spoking ; 
And  from  tho  mor>vo  gon  this  si)ccho  lasto 
Til  doonwarddrowtho  sonnewonderfaste. 

Tho  noyso  of  fonles  for  to  bon  delivered  491 
80  londe  rong,  Minvo  dixtn  and  let  us 

wondc ! ' 
That  wel  wende  I  the  wodo  hod  al  to- 

shivcrcd. 

*  Como  of !  *  they  crj'do,  *  alias  !  yo  wil  us 

shende ! 
Whan  shal  your  cursed  pleding  have  an 

endo  ?  495 

How  shuldo  a  juge  eyther  party  love, 
For  yeo  or  nay,  "with-out«n  any  prevo  ?  * 

Tho  goos,  tho  cokkow,  and  the  doke  also 
So  crydon  *  kek,  kok ! '  *  kukkow ! ' '  qnek, 

quek ! '  hyc, 
That  thorgh  myn  ores  the  noyso  wento  tho. 
The  goos  seyde,  *  al  this  nis  not  worth  a 

ilye !  501 

But  I  can  shape  hereof  a  romedyc, 
And  I  wol  sey  my  vordit  fairo  and  swythe 
For   water-foul,    who-so    bo    wrooth    or 

blytho.' 

*And   I  for  worm-foul,'  scyde  tho   fool 
cukkow,  505 

*  For  I  wol,  of  myn  owne  auctorite, 

For  comune  spedo,  take  tho  chargo  now, 
For  to  delivere  us  is  gret  charity/ 

*  Yo  may  abyde  a  whyle  yet,  pardo  ! ' 
Soldo  the  turtel,  '  if  hit  bo  your  wille  510 
A  wight  may  speko,  him  wore  as  good  be 

stille. 

I  am  a  seed-foul,  oon  tlie  unworthiosto, 
Tliat  wot  I  wel,  and  litel  of  kunningo ; 
But  bet  is  that  a  wightcs  tonge  resto 
Than  entremoten  him  of  such  doingo  515 
Of  which  he  neythor  rode  can  nor  bingo. 
And  who-so  doth,  ful  foule  himself  aoloy- 

eth, 
For  office  uncommitted  ofto  anoyeth. ' 

Nature,  which  that  alway  had  an  ere 
To  murmour  of  tho  lewednos  behinde,  $00 
With   facound   voys   seide,    *  hold   your 

tongas  there ! 
And  I  shal  sone,  I  hope,  a  counsoyl  findo 
Tou  to  delivere,  and  fro  this  no3r8e  un- 

binde ; 


^  j'^^y  of  every  folk  men  shal  oon  callo 
To  seyn  the  verdit  for  you  foules  alle.'5i5 

Assented  were  to  this  conclosioun 
The  briddes  alio  ;  and  fonles  of  ra\yno 
Han  chosen  first,  by  pleyn  clec«ioun, 
The  torcolet  of  tho  faucon,  to  diffyno  539 
Al  hir  sentence,  and  as  him  list,  tormyne ; 
And  to  Nature  him  gonnen  to  prescnto, 
And  she  accepteth  him  with  glad  entente. 

The  tercelet  seide  than  in  this  manerc  : 

*  Ful  hard  were  hit  to  prove  hit  by  resonn 
Who  loveth  best  this  gcntil  formel  hero ; 
For  everich  hath  swich  replicacioun,  5,?^ 
That   noon    by   skilles    may  bo    broght 

a-doun  ; 
I  can  not  seen  that  arguments  avayle  ; 
Than  someth  hit  ther  moste  bo  bataylo. ' 

*  Al  redy  ! '  quod  these  eglos  tercels  tho. 

*  Nay,  sirs  ! '  quod  he,  *•  if  that  I  dorste  it 

seye,  541 

Ye  doon  me  wrong,  my  talo  is  not  y-do  ! 
For  sirs,  no  takoth  noght  a-gref,  I  preyc, 
It  may  noght  gon,  as  yo  wolde,  in  this 

weye ; 
Oure  is  tho  voys  that  han  tho  charge  in 

honde,  545 

And  to  the  juges  dome  ye  mot  en  stondo  ; 

And  therfor  pees  !  I  soyo,  as  to  my  wit, 
He  wolde  thinke  how  that  tho  worth iesto 
Of  knighthode,  and  longest  hath  used  hit, 
Hoste  of  estat,  of  blode  the  gentilesto,  551) 
Wore  sittingest  for  hir,  if  that  hir  Iesto ; 
And  of  these  three  she  wot  hir-solf,  Itrowc, 
Which  that  he  bo,  for  hit  is  light  t«> 
knowe. ' 

The  water-foules  han  her  hodes  loyd 
Togeder,  and  of  short  avysement,  555 

Whan  ovorioh  had  his  largo  goleo  seyd. 
They  seyden  sothly,  al  by  oon  assent. 
How  that  *  the  goos,  with  hir  faooundo 

gent, 
That  so  desyreth  to  pronounce  our  node, 
Shal  telle  our  tale,'  and  preyde  *  god  hir 

si>ode.'  56c> 

And  for  these  water-foules  tho  began 
The  goos  to  speko,  and  in  hir  oakelingo 
She  seyde,  ^  pees !  now  tak  kepe  every 
man. 
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And   herkeneth  which    a   reson   I  shol 

bringe ; 
My  wit  is  sharp,  I  love  no  taryinge  ;     565 
I  seyc,  I  redo  him,  though  he  were  my 

brother, 
But    she   wol    love   him,   lat   him  love 

another ! ' 

•  Lo  here  !  a  i)arfit  reson  of  a  goos  ! ' 
<laod  the  sperhauk  ;  '  never  mot  she  thee ! 
Lo,  swich  hit  is  to  have  a  tonge  loos !  570 
Xow  pardc,  fool,  yet  were  hit  bet  for 

thee 
Have  holde  thy  pecs,  than  shewed  thy 

nycete! 
Hit  lyth  not  in  his  wit  nor  in  his  wille. 
But  sooth  is  seyd,  **  a  fool  can  noght  be 

stille."' 

The  langhter  aroos  of  gentil  foules  alle, 

And  right  anoon  the  seed-fonl  chosen 
hadde  576 

The  turtel  tre'w^,  and  g^nne  hir  to  hem 
calle, 

And  preyden.  hir  to  seyo  the  sothe  sadde 

Of  this  matere,  and  askod  what  she  radde ; 

And  she  answerde,  that  pleynly  hir  en- 
tente 580 

She  wolde  she  we,  and  sothly  what  she 
mentc. 

'  Nay,  godforbede  alover  shuldechaonge ! ' 
The  tortel  seydc,  and  wex  for  shame  al 
reed  ; 

•  Th(^h    that    his     lady     ever-more     be 

strannge,  584 

Yet  let  him  serve  hir  ever,  til  he  be  deed  ; 
For  sothe,  I  preyso  noght  the  gooses  reed  ; 
For  thogh  she  deyed,  I  wolde  non  other 

make, 
I  wol  ben  hires,  til  that  the  deth  me  take. ' 

•  Wei  bonrded  ! '  quod  the  doke,  '  by  my 

hat !  589 

That  men  shulde  alwey  lovon,  causeles. 
Who  can  a  reson  find©  or  wit  in  that  ? 
Daunceth  he  mury  that  is  mirtheles  ? 
Who  sholde  rocche  of  that  is  reccheles  ? 
Yc,  quek  !  *  yit  quod  tlio  doke,  ful  wel  and 

faire, 
'  There  been  mo  sterres,  god  wot,  than  a 


paire 


I  * 


595 


'  Now  fy^  cherl ! '  quod  the  gentil  tercelet, 
'  Out  of  the  dunghil  com  that  word  ful 

right, 
Thou  canst  noght  see  which  thing  is  wcl 

bo-set : 
Thou  farest  by  love  as  oules  doon  by  light, 
The  day  hem  blent,  ful  wel  they  see  by 

night ;  600 

Thy  kind  is  of  so  lowe  a  wrechednesse. 
That  what  love  is,  thou  canst  nat  see  no 

gesse. ' 

Tho  gan  the  cukkow  putto  him  forth  in 

prees 
For  foul  that  oteth  worm,  and  seide  blyve, 
'  So  I,'  quod  ho,  '  may  have  my  make  in 

pees,  605 

I  recche  not  how  longe  that  ye  stryve  ; 
Lat  ech  of  hem  bo  solcyn  al  hir  lyvo. 
This  is  my  reed,  sin  they  may  not  acorde  ; 
This  shorte  lesson  nedeth  noght  recorde.* 

'  Y'o  !   have  tlie  glotoun   fild  ynogli  his 

paunche,  610 

Than  are  wo  wel ! '  seyde  tho  merlioun  ; 
*  Thou  mordrer  of  the  heysuggo  on  the 

braunche 
That  broghte  thee  forth,  thou  "f-rewthelees 

glotoun  ! 
Live  thou  soleyn,  wormes  corrupcioun  ! 
For  no  fors  is  of  lakke  of  thy  nature  ;  615 
Go,  lowed  be  thou,  whyl  the  world  may 

dure ! ' 

'  Now  pees,'  quod  Nature,  '  I  comaunde 

hero ; 
For  I  have  herd  al  your  opinioun, 
And  in  effect  yet  bo  wo  never  tho  nero  ; 
But  fynally,  this  is  my  conclusioun,     6a) 
That  she  hir-self  shal  han  tho  eleccioun 
Of  whom  hir  list,  who-so  be  wrooth  or 

blj-the, 
Him  that  she  cheest,  ho  shal  hir  have  as 

swythe. 

For  sith  hit  may  not  here  discussed  be 
Who  loveth  hir  best,  as  seide  tho  tercelet, 
Than  wol  I  doon  hir  this  favour,  that 

she  626 

Shal  have  right  him  on  whom  hir  herte 

is  set. 
And  he  hir  that  his  herte  hath  on  hir 

knet. 


no 
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This  juge  I,  Nature,  for  I  may  not  lyC  ; 
To  noon  estat  I  have  non  other  yfi.      630 

But  as  for  counseyl  for  to  chese  a  make, 
If  hit  were  reson,  cortes,  than  wolde  I 
Coonseylo  yow  the  royal  tercel  take, 
As  seide  the  tercelet  fhl  skilfully, 
As  for  the  gentilcst  and  most  worthy,  635 
Wliich  I  have  wroght  so  wel  to  my  pies- 

aunce ; 
That  to  yow  oghte  been  a  suffisaunce/ 

With   drodful  vols   the   formel  hir  an- 

swerde, 
'  My  rightful  lady,  goddesse  of  Nature, 
Soth  is  that  I  am  ever  under  your  yerde, 
Lyk  aa  is  everiche  other  creature,        641 
And  moot  be  youres  whyl  my  lyf  may 

dure  ; 
And  therfor  graunt«th  me  my  iirste  bone. 
And  myn  entente  I  wol  yow  sey  right 

sone. ' 

"  I  graunto  it  you,'  quod  she ;  and  right 
anoon  645 

This  formel  egle  spak  in  this  degree, 

*■  Almighty  queue,  unto  this  yeer  be  doon 

I  aske  respit  for  to  avyscn  me. 

And  after  that  to  have  my  choys  al 
free ; 

This  al  and  som,  that  I  wolde  speke  and 
soye ;  650 

Ye  gete  no  more,  al-though  ye  do  me  deye. 

I  wol  noght  serven  Venus  ne  Cupyde 
For  sotho  as  yet,  by  no  manere  wey.' 
'  Now  sin  it  may  non  other  wyse  betyde,' 
Quod  tho  Nature,  '  here  is  no  more  to 

8«y ;  655 

Than  wolde  I  that  these  fouleswere  a-wey 
Ech  with  his  make,  for  tarying  lenger 

hero ' — 
And  seyde  hem  thus,  as  ye  shul  after  here. 

'To  you    speke    I,    ye    tercelets,'  quod 

Nature, 
^Beth  of  good  herte  and  ser^'eth,  alio 

three ;  660 

A  yeer  is  not  so  longe  to  endure. 
And  ech  of  yow  pejme  him,  in  his  degree, 
Por  to  do  wel ;  for,  god  wot,  quit  is  she 


Fro  yow  this  yeer ;  what  after  so  befalle. 
This  entremes  is  dressed  for  you  alle.'  665 

And  whan  this  werk  al  broght  was  to  an 

ende, 
To  every  foule  Nature  yaf  his  make 
By  even  acorde,  and  on  hir  wey  they 

wende. 
A !  lord !   the  blisse  and  joyo  that  they 

make !  669 

For  ech  of  hem  gan  other  in  winges  take, 
And  with  hir  nekkes  ech  gan  other  winde, 
Thanking  alwey  the  noble  goddesse  of 

kinde. 

But  first  were  chosen  foules  for  to  singe, 
Aa  yeer  by  yere  was  alwey  hir  usaunce 
To  singe  a  roundel  at  hir  departinge,  675 
To  do  Nature  honour  and  plesaunce. 
The  note,  I  trowo,  maked  was  in  Fraunco ; 
The  wordes  were  swich  as  ye  may  heer 

finde. 
The  nexte  vers,  as  I  now  have  in  minde. 

Qui  bien  aime  a  tard  ouhlU. 

'Now  welcom    somer,    with    tliy  sonno 

Bofte,  68(> 

That  hast  this  wintres  weders  over-shake. 

And  driven  awey  the  longe  nightes  blake ! 

Sejmt  Yalentyn,    that   art   ful   hy   on- 
lofto  ;— 

Thus  singen  smale  foules  for  thy  sake — 
Now  welcom  somer ^  tcith  thysonne  tofte^  Cli^^ 
Thai  hoMt  this  tciiUres  feeders  over'Shake. 

Wel  han  they  cause  for  to  gladen  ofto, 
Sith  ech  of  hem  recovered  hath  his  make ; 
Ful  blisful  may  they  singen  whan  they 
wake ; 
Now  toelcom  somer y  ioith  thy  sonne  softe^  690 
That  hagt  this  tcintres  feeders  over-shake^ 
And  driven  awey  the  longe  niffhtes  blake.' 

And  with  the  showting,  whan  hir  song 

was  do. 
That  foules  maden  at  hir  flight  a-waj*, 
I  wook,  and  other  bokcs  took  me  to     695 
To  rede  upon,  and  yet  I  rede  alway ; 
I  hope,  y-wis,  to  rede  so  som  day 
That  I  shal  mete  som  thing  for  to  fare  698 
The  bet ;  and  thus  to  rede  I  nil  not  spare. 
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VL     A  COMPLEINT  TO  HIS  LADY. 


I.     (/n  Kven-Une  stanzas.) 

The  longo  night,  -whan  every  creatnre 
Shnlde  have  hir  rest  in  somwhat,  as  by 
kinde, 
Or  elles  no  may  hir  lyf  nat  long  endure, 
Hit  falleth  most  in-to  my  wofiil  minde 
How  I  so  fer  have  broght  my-selt'be- 
hindo,  5 

That,  saof  the  decth,  ther  may  no-thing 

me  lisse. 
So  desespaired  I  am  from  alle  blisse. 

This  same   thoght   me   lasteth  til    the 

morwe. 

And  from  the  morwe  forth  til  hit  be  eve; 

Ther  nedcth  mo  no  care  for  to  borwe,    lo 

For  bothe  I  have  good  lejrser  and  good 

leve  ; 
Ther  is  no  wight  that  wol  mo  wo  bereve 
To  wepe  y-nogh,  and  wailen  al  my  fiUo  ; 
The  sore  Bi>ark  of  peyno  fdoth  me  spille. 

II.    (In  Tersa  Rima;  imperfect.) 

[fThe  sore  spark  of  peyne  doth  me  spille ;] 

This  Love  hath  [eekj  me  set  in  swich  a 

place  I 6 

That  my  desyr  [he]  never  wol  fnlfille ; 

For  neither  pitce,  mercy,  neither  grace 

Can  I  nat  finde  ;  and  f  fro  my  sorwfal 

herte. 
For  to  be  deed,  I  can  hit  nat  arace.    ao 
The  mure  I  love,  the  more  she  doth  mo 
smerto ; 
Through  which  I  see,  with-onte  remedye, 
That  from  the  deeth  I  may  no  wyse 
asterte; 
[fFor  this  day  in  hir  servise  shal  I  dye]. 

IIL    {In  Terza  Bima ;  imperfect.) 

[fThns  am  I  slain,  with  sorwes  ftil  dy- 
verse ;  25 

Fnl  longe  agoon  I  oghte  have  taken 
hede]. 


Now  sothly,  what  slie  hight  I  wol  re- 
herse ; 
Hir  name  is  Bountco,  sot  in  womanhede, 
Sadnesse  in  youtho,  and  Beautee  pryde- 

lees, 
And  Plesaonce,  under  govomaunce  and 
drodo ;  30 

Hir  surname  oek  is  Foire  Rowthelees, 
The  Wyse,  y-knit  un-to  Good  Aventure, 
That,  for  I  love  hir,  f  sleeth  me  giltelees. 
Hir  love  I  best,  and  shal,  whyl  I  may 
dure. 
Bet  than  my-self  an  hundred  thousand 
deel,  35 

Than  al  this  worldes  richesse  or  crea- 
ture. 
Now  hath  nat  LovO  me  bestowed  weel 
To  lovi},  ther  I  never  shal  have  part  ? 
Alias !  right  thus  is  turned  me  the  wheel, 
Thus  am  I  slayn  with  loves  fyry  dart.   40 
I  can  but  love  hir  best,  my  swote  fo  ; 
Love  hath  me  taught  no  more  of  his  art 
But  serve  alwey,  and  stinto  for  no  wo. 

lY.    (In  ten-line  stanzas.) 

[  With]-in  my  trewe  careful  herte  ther  is 
So  moche  wo,  and  [eek]  so  litel  blis,       45 

That  wo  is  mo  that  ever  I  was  bore  ; 
For  al  that  thing  which  I  desyre  I  mis, 
And  al  that  ever  I  wolde  nat,  I-wis, 

That  finde  I  redy  to  me  evermore  ; 
And  of  al  this  I  not  to  whom  me  pleyne.  50 

For  she  that  mighto  me  out  of  this 
bringe 

Ne  reccheth  nat  whether  I  wepe  or 
singe ; 
So  litel  rewthe  hath  she  upon  my  peyne. 

Alias !  whan  sleping-time  is,  than  I  wake, 
Wlian  I  shulde  daunce,  for  fere  than  I 

quake ;  55 

[fYow  rekketh  never  wher  I  flete  or 

sinko ;] 
This  hevy  lyf  I  lede  for  your  sake, 
Thogh  ye  ther-of  in  no  wyse  hede  tftke, 
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ff For  on  my  wo  yow  ilojmeth  not  to 
thinko.]  59 

My  hortcs  lady,  and  hool  my  lyvos  queue ! 
For  trowly  dorsto  I  Beyo,  as  that  I  fele, 
Me  (semoth  that  yonr  swoto  horte  of  stele 

Is  whetted  now  ageyncs  mo  to  kene. 

My  dore  herto,  and  best  beloved  fo, 
Why  lylcoth  yow  to  do  me  al  this  wo,    65 
What  have  I  doon  that  groveth  yow,  or 
sayd, 
But  for  I  servo  and  love  yow  an<l  no  mo? 
And  whylst  I  live,  I  wol  -f  do  over  so ; 
And  therfor,  swete,  ne  beth  nat  evil 
apayd. 
For  so  good  and  so  fair  as  [that]  ye  bo,  70 
Hit  were  [a]  right  grot  wonder  but  ye 

hadde 
Of  alle  servants,  bothe  goode  and  badde ; 
And  leest  worthy  of  alle  hem,  I  am  he. 

But  never-the-les,  my  righte  lady  swete, 
Thogh  that  I  bo  unconning  and  unmete  75 

To  serve  as  I  best  coudo  ay  your  hy- 
nesse, 
Yit  is  ther  fayncr  noon,  that  wolde  I  hete, 
Than  I,  to  do  fyow  esc,  or  elles  bete 

WhatHM>  I  wiste  were  to  i-yow  distresse. 
And  hadde  I  might  as  good  as  I  have  wille, 

Than  shulde  ye  fele  wher  it  wer  so  or 
noon  ;  81 

For  "fin  this  worlde  living  is  ther  noon 
That  fa^'ncr  wolde  your  hortes  wil  fulfille. 

For  bothe  I  love,  and  eek  dreed  yow  so 

sore. 
And  algates  m(x>t,  and  have  doon  yow, 
ful  yore,  85 

That  bet  loved  is  noon,  ne  never  shal ; 
And  yit  I  wolde  bosoche  yow  of  no  more 
But  leveth  wel,  and  be  nat  wrooth  ther- 
fore. 
And  lat  me  serve  3*ow  forth  ;    lo !   this 
isaL 
For  I  am  nat  so  hanly  ne  so  wood         90 
For  to  desire  that  ye  shuldo  love  me ; 
For  wel  I  wot,  alias  !  that  may  nat  be ; 
I  am  so  litel  worthy,  and  ye  so  good. 

For  ye  be  oon  the  worthiest  on-lyve, 
And  I  the  most  unlykly  for  to  thryvc  ;  95 
Yit,  for  al  this,  [now]  witeth  ye  right 
wele, 


That  ye  ne  shnl  me  from  yonr  service 

dryve 
That  I  nil  ay,  with  alle  my  wittes  fyvo^ 

Servo  yow  trewly,  what  wo  so  that  I  felo. 

For  I  am  set  on  yow  in  swich  manerc  I(m> 

That,  thogh  ye  never  wil  upon  me  rowo. 

I  moste  yow  love,  and  fever  been  an 

trewe 

As  any  can  or  may  on-l3rve  [here]. 

+The  more  that  I  love  jrow,  goodly  free, 
The  lasse  finde  I  that  ye  loven  me ;      105 

Alias !   whan  shal  that  harde  wit  a- 
mende  ? 
Wher  is  now  al  your  wommanly  piteo. 
Your  gentilesse  and  your  debonairtee, 

Wil   ye   no    thing   ther-of  upon    mo 
8i)ende  ? 
And  so  hool,  swete,  as  I  am  youros  al,  iii> 

And  so  gret  wil  as  I  have  yovr  to  servo, 

Now,  certes,  and  ye  lete  mo  thus  stcrvo, 
Yit  have  ye  wonne  thcr-on  but  a  smal. 

For,   at  my  knowing,   I   do   fno-thing 

why, 
And  this  I  wol  beseche  yow  hcrtoly,     1 15 

That,  ther  ever  ye  findo,  whyl  ye  live, 
A  trewer  servant  to  yow  than  am  I, 
Leveth    [me]    thanne,    and    sleeth    me 
hardcly. 
And  I  my  deeth  to  you  wol  al  forgive. 
Ajid  if  ye  flude  no  trewer  f  man  than  me, 
[Why]  will  j'e  suffte  than  that  I  thus 
spille,  i^T 

And  for  no  manor  gilt  but  my  good 
wiUe? 
As  good  wer  thanne  untrewe  as  trewe 
to  be. 

But  I,  my  l3rf  and  deeth,  to  yow  obeye, 
And  with  right  buxom  herte  hoolly  I 
preye,  125 

As  [is]  your  moste  plesure,  so  doth  by  me ; 
+Wel  lever  is  me  lyken  yow  and  deye 
Than  for  to  any  thing  or  thinko  or  seyo 
That  fmighte  yow  offendo  in  any  tymo. 
And  therfor,  swete,  rewe  on  my  pejmes 
smerte,  130 

And  of  your  grace  granteth  me  som 

drope ; 
For  elles  may  me  lasto  f  blis  ne  hope, 
Ne  fdwellen  in  my  trouble  careful  herto. 


VII.    JBinttiU  anb  JBitciU. 


"3 


VII.     ANELIDA  AND  ARCITE. 


The  Compleynt  of  feire  Anelida 
and  falsArcite. 

Proan. 

Tnou  ferso  god  of  ormes,  Mors  tho  redo, 
That  in  tho  frosty  country  called  Trace, 
Within  thy  grisly  temple  fnl  of  drede 
Honoured  art,  sls  x)atroun  of  that  place  ! 
With  thy  Bellona,  Pallas,  ful  of  grace,   5 
Be  present,  and  my  song  continno  and 

gye; 
At  my  beginning  thus  to  thee  I  crye. 

For  hit  fnl  depe  is  sonken  in  my  mindo. 
With  pitons  herte  in  English  for  t'endyte 
This  olde  storie,in  Latin  which  Ifinde,  10 
Of  quene  Anelida  and  fals  Arcite, 
That  elde,  which  that  al  can  freto  and 

byte, 
As  hit  hath  freten  mony  a  noble  storie, 
Hath  nigh  devoured  out  of  our  memorie. 

Be  faTorable  eek,  thou  Polymnia,  15 

On  Pamaso  that,  with  thy  sustros  glade, 
By  £licon,  not  fer  from  Cirrea, 
Singcst  with  vols  memorial  in  the  shade, 
Under  the  laurer  which  that  may  not 

fade. 
And  do  that  I  my  ship  to  haven  winne  ;  20 
First    folow    I    Staco,    and    after    him 

G>rinne. 

The  Story. 

Jamque  demos patrias,  dc. ;  Statii  Thebais, 

xii.  519. 

Whan  Theseus,  with  werres  longe  and 

grete. 
The  aspre  folk  of  Cithe  had  over-come, 
With  laurer  crouned,  in  his  char  gold- 
bete, 
Hoom  to  his  contre-houses  is  y-come ; —  25 
For  which  the  peple  blisful,  al  andsomme, 
So  cryden,  that  unto  the  storres  hit  wcnte. 
And  him  to  honouron  dido  al  hir  en- 
tente ; — 


Beforn  this  duk,  in  signe  of  hy  victorie, 
Tlie  trompes  come,  and  in  his  baner  large 
The  imago  of  Mars;  and,   in  token  of 

glorie,  ?i 

Men   mighten    seen    of   tresor  many  a 

charge, 
Many  a  bright  helm,  and  many  a  spore 

and  targe, 
Many  a  fresh  knight,  nnd  many  a  blisful 

route, 
On  hors,  on  fote,  in  al  the  foldo  aboute.  35 

Ipolita  his  wyf,  tho  hardy  queue 
Of  Cithia^  that  ho  conquered  liaddo. 
With  Emelyo,  hir  yongo  suster  shone, 
Fairo  in  a  char  of  goldo  he  with  him  ladilo, 
That  al  the  ground  aboute  hir  char  she 

spradde  40 

With  brightnesse  of  tho  boauteo  in  hir 

face, 
FulfLld  of  largesse  and  of  alio  grace. 

With  his  triumpho  and  laurer-crounod 

thus. 
In  al  the  floure  of  fortunes  yevinge, 
Lete  I  this  noble  prince  Theseus  45 

Toward  Athenes  in  his  wcy  rydingo, 
And  founde  I  wol  in  shortly  for  to  bringo 
Tho  slye  wey  of  that  I  gan  to  wrytc. 
Of  queue  Anelida  and  fals  Arcito. 

Mars,   which  that   through   his  furious 

course  of  yre,  50 

Tlie  oldo  wrath  of  Juno  to  fulfillo. 
Hath  set  tho  i>eplcs  hertcs  botho  on  fjro 
Of  Thebes  and  Grece,   everich  other  to 

kille 
With  blody  spores,  no  rested  never  stillo. 
But  throng  now  her,  now  ther,  among 

hem  botho,  *i^ 

Tliat  everich  other  slough,  so  wor  they 

wrothe. 

For  whan  Amphiorax  and  Tydeus, 
Ipomedon,  Parthonopee  also 
Were  dedo,  and  sla>-n  [was]  proud  Cam- 
paneus, 
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And  whan  the  wreoches  Thebans,  breth- 
eren  two,  60 

Were  slajm,  and  king^  Adrastos  hoom 
a-go, 

So  desolat  stood  Thebes  and  so  bare, 

That  no  wight  coude  remedie  of  his  care. 

And  whan  the  olde  Creon  gan  ^pye 
How  that  the  blood   roiaJ  was  broght 

adoun,  65 

He  held  the  cite  by  his  tirannyo, 
And  did  the  gentils  of  that  regioun 
To  been  his  frendes,  and  dwellen  in  the 

toon. 
So  what  for  love  of  him,  and  what  for  awe, 
The  noble  folk  wer  to  the  tonne  y-drawe. 

Among  al  these,  Anelida  the  qnene       71 
Of  Ermony  was  in  that  tonn  dwellinge, 
That  fairer  was  then  is  the  sonne  shene ; 
Through-out  the  world  so  gan  hir  name 

springe. 
That  hir  to  seen  had  every  wight  lykinge  ; 
For,  as  of  trouthe,  is  ther  noon  hir  liohe,  76 
Of  al  the  women  in  this  worlde  riche. 

Yong  was  this  queue,  of  twenty  yeer  of 

elde, 
Of  midel  stature,  and  of  swioh  faimesse. 
That  nature  had  a  joye  hir  to  behelde ;   80 
And  for  to  speken  of  hir  stedfastnesse. 
She  passed  hath  Penelope  and  Lucresse, 
And  shortly,  if  she  shal  be  comprehended. 
In  hir  ne  mighto  no-thing  been  amended. 

This  Theban  knight  [Arcite]  eek,  sooth  to 

seyn,  85 

Was  yong,  and  ther-with-al  a  lusty  knight, 

But  he  was  double  in  love  and  uo-thing 

ployn. 
And  subtil  in  that  crafto  over  any  wight. 
And  with  his  cunning  wan   this  lady 

bright ; 
For  so  ferforth  he  gan  hir  trouthe  assure. 
That  she  him  f  trust  over  any  creature.  91 

What  shuld  I  seyn  ?  she  loved  Arcite  so, 
That, whan  that  he  was  absent  any  throwe. 
Anon  hir  thoghte  hir  herte  brast  »-two ; 
For  in  hir  sight  to  hir  ho  bar  him  lowe,  95 
80  that  she  wende   have  al  his  herte 

y-knowe ; 
But  he  was  fals ;  it  nas  but  f^ned  chere, 
As  nedeth  not  to  men  such  craft  to  lere. 


But  never-the-les  ful  mikel  besinesse 
Had  he,  er  that  he  mighte  his  lady  winne, 
And  swoor  he  wolde  dyen  for  di8tresse,ioi 
Or  from  his  wit  he  seyde  he  wolde  twinne. 
Alas,  the  whyle  !  for  hit  was  routhe  and 

sinne, 
That  she  upon  his  sorowes  wolde  rewe, 
But  no-thing  thenketh  the  fals  as  doth 

the  trewe.  105 

Hir  fredom  fond  Arcite  in  swich  manere, 
That  al  was  his  that  she  hath,  moche  or 

lyte, 
Ne  to  no  creature  made  she  chere 
Ferther  than  that  hit  lyked  to  Arcite ; 
Ther  was  no  lak  with  which  he  mighto 

hir  wyte,  1 10 

She  was  so  ferforth  yeven  him  to  plose, 
That  al  that  lyked  him,  hit  did  hir  ose. 

Ther  nas  to  hir  no  manor  lettro  y-sent 
That    touched   love,    from    any    moner 

"Wight, 
That  she  no  shewed  hit  him,  er  hit  was 

brent ;  1 15 

So  pleyn  she  was,  and  did  hir  fulle  might, 
That  she  nil  hyden  nothing  from  hir 

knight. 
Lest  he  of  any  untrouthe  hir  upbreyde ; 
Withouten  bode  his  heste  she  obeyde. 

And  eek  he  made  him  jelous  over  here,  120 
That,  what  that  any  man  had  to  hir  seyd, 
Anoon  he  wolde  preyen  hir  to  swere 
What  was  that  word,  or  make  him  ovel 

apayd; 
Than  wende  she  out  of  hir  wit  have  brayd ; 
But  al  this  nas  but  sleight  and  fiateryo, 
Withouten  love  he  feyned  jelosye.        ia6 

And  al  this  took  she  so  debonerly, 
That  al  his  wille,  hir  thoghte  hit  skilful 

thing. 
And  ever  the  longer  floved  him  tenderly*, 
And  did  him  honour  as  he  were  a  king.  130 
Hir  herte  was  wedded  to  him  with  a  ring ; 
So  ferforth  upon  trouthe  is  hir  entente, 
That  wher  he  goth,  hir  herte  with  him 

wente. 

Whan  she  shal  ete,  on  him  is  so  hir 

thoght,  134 

That  wel  unnethe  of  mete  took  she  keep ; 
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And  whan  that   she  was  to  hir  reste 

broght, 
On  him  she  thoghte  alwey  til  that  she 

sleep; 
Whan  he  was  absent,  prevely  she  weep  ; 
Thns  liveth  fair  Anelida  the  qaene      139 
For  &la  Arcite,  that  did  hir  al  this  tene. 

This  fals  Arcite,  of  his  new-fangelnesse, 
For  she  to  him  so  lowly  was  and  trewe, 
Took  lesse  deyntee  for  hir  stedfastnesse, 
And  saw  another  lady,  proud  and  newe, 
And  right  anon  he  cladde  him  in  hir 

hewe —  145 

Wot  I  not  whether  in  whyte,  rede,  or 

grene — 
And  falsed  fair  Anelida  the  qaene. 

Bat  never-the-les,  gret  wonder  was  hit 

noon 
Thogh  he  wor  fals,  for  hit  is  kinde  of 

man,  149 

Sith  Lomek  was,  that  is  so  longe  agoon. 
To  been  in  love  as  fals  as  ever  he  can  ; 
He  was  the  firste  fader  that  began 
To  loven  two,  and  was  in  bigamye  ; 
And  he  fband  tentes  first,  bat-if  men  lye. 

This  fals  Arcite  samwhat  moste  he  feyne, 
AVhan  he  wex  fals,  to  covere  his  trai- 

toryc,  156 

Right  as  an  hors,  that  can  both  byte  and 

pleyne  ; 
For  he  bar  hir  on  honde  of  trecherye. 
And    swoor  he-  coade    hir    doablenesse 

espye, 
And  al  was  falsnes  that  she  to  him  mente ; 
Thns  swoor  this  theef,  and  forth  his  way 

he  wente.  161 

Alas  !  what  herte  might  endnren  hit. 
For  routhe  or  wo,  hir  sorow  for  to  telle  ? 
Or  what  man  hath  the  canning  or  the 

wit? 
Or  what  man  might  with-in  the  chambre 

dwelle,  165 

If  I  to  him  rehersen  shal  the  heUe, 
That  saffreth  fSedr  Anelida  the  qaeno 
For  fals  Arcite,  that  did  hir  al  this  tene  ? 

She  wepeth,  waileth,  swownoth  pitoasly, 
To  grounde  deed  she  falleth  as  a  stoon ; 
Al  crampissheth  hir  limes  crokedly,     171 
She  speketh  as  hir  wit  were  al  agoon  ; 


Other  coloar  then  asshen  hath  she  noon, 
Noon  other  word  -f  she  speketh  mocho  or 

Ij-te, 
Bat '  mercy,  crael  herte  myn,  Arcite  !'  175 

And  thus  endaroth,  til  that  she  was  so 

mate 
That  she  ne  hath  foot  on  which  she  may 

sastene ; 
But  forth  langnisshingever  in  this  estate. 
Of  which  Arcite  hath  nother  roathe  ne 

tene  ; 
His   herte  was    olles-where,    newe    and 

grene,  180 

That  on  hir  wo  no  de^moth  him  not  to 

thinke, 
Him  rekketh  never  wher  she  fiete    or 

sinke. 

His  newe  lady  holdeth  him  so  narowe 
Up  by  the  brydel,  at  the  staves  ende. 
That  every  word,  he  dradde  hit  as  an 

arowe ;  185 

Hir  daanger  made  him  botho  bowe  and 

bende. 
And  as  hir  liste,   made  him  tamo   or 

wende ; 
For  she  no  gratinted  him  in  hir  livinge 
No  grace,  why  that  ho  hath  lust  to  singe; 

Bat  drof  him  forth,   annotho  listo  hir 

knowe  190 

Tliat  ho  was  servaant  "j-to  hir  ladyshippe. 

But  lest  that  ho  wer  proudo,  she  hold 

him  lowe ; 
Thus  serveth  he,  withouten  fee  or  shix)e. 
She  sent  him    now   to  londe,   now    to 
shippe ;  194 

And  for  she  yaf  him  daunger  al  his  fillo, 
Therfor  she  had  him  at  hir  owne  willc. 

Ensample  of  this,  ye  thrifty  wimmen  alio. 
Take  here  Anelida  and  fals  Arcite, 
That  for  hir  liste  him  *  dere  herte  '  calle, 
And  was  so  meek,  thorfor  he  loved  hir 

Ij^e ;  21X) 

The  kinde  of  mannos  herte  is  to  delyto 
In  thing  that  straunge  is,  also  god  mo 

save ! 
For  what  he  may  not  gete,  that  wolde  he 

have. 

Now  tume  we  to  Anelida  ageyn, 

That  pyneth  day  by  day  in  languisshing ; 
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But  whan  she  saw  that  hir  ne  gat  no 
geyn,  ao6 

Upon  a  day,  ful  sorowfully  weping, 
She  caste  hir  for  to  make  a  complcjming, 
And  with  hir  owno  hondo  she  gan  hit 

wryto  ; 
And  sento  hit   to  hir    Thoban    knight 
Arcitc,  iio 

The  Compleynt  of  Anelida  the  qnene 
upon  fals  Arcite. 

Proem. 

So  thirloth  with  tho  poynt  of  remem- 

braunce, 
Tho  swcrd  of  sorowe,  y-whet  with  fals 
plesanncc, 
Myn  lierte,  bare  of  blis  and  blak  of 
hewe, 
That  turned  is  in  quaking  al  my  dannco, 
My  surctee  in  a-whaped  countcnaunce ;  215 
Sith  hit  availeth  not  for  to  ben  trewe  ; 
For  who-so  trewest  is,   hit   shal    hir 
rewc, 
Tliat  servoth  love  and  doth  hir  observ- 
aunce 
Alwoy  to  oon,  and  chaungeth  for  no 
newe. 

(Strophe.) 

1. 

I  wot  my-self  as  wel  as  any  wight ;       320 
For  I  loved  oon  with  al  my  herte  and 
might 
More  then  my-self,  an  hundre<l  thou- 
•sand  sythe, 
And  called  him  my  hcrtcs  lyf,  my  knight, 
And  was  al  his,  as  for  as  hit  was  right ; 
And  whan  that  he  was  glad,  than  was 
I  blythe,  2^5 

And  his  discse  was  my  dccth  as  swytho ; 
And  ho  ayein  his  troutho  me  had  plight 
For  ever-more,  his  lady  me  to  kythe. 

2. 

Now  is  he  fals,  alas  !  and  oauseles. 
And  of  my  wo  ho  is  so  routholes,  2.^) 

That  with  a  wordo  him  list  not  ones 
dejrne 
To  bring  ayein  my  sorowful  herte  in  pees, 
For  ho  is  caught  up  in  a-nother  lees. 


Bight  as  him  list,  he  laugheth  at  my 

peyne,  234 

And  I  ne  can  myn  herte  not  restreyne, 

Til  at  I  ne  love  him  alwey,  ncver-the-les  ; 

And  of  al  this  I  not  to  whom  me  plcync. 

3. 

And    shal    I    pleyne — alas !    tho    hardc 

stounde — 
Un-to  my  foo  that  yaf  my  herte  a  woundc, 

And  yet  desyreth  that  myn  harm  bo 
more  ?  240 

Nay,  certes  !  ferthor  wol  I  never  ffoundo 
Xon  other  help,  my  sores  for  to  soundo. 

My  dcstinee  hath  shapen  it  ful  yoro  ; 

I  wil  non  other  medecyne  no  lore  ; 
I  wil  ben  ay  ther  I  was  ones  bounde,  245 

That  I  have  seid,  be  seid  for  ever-more ! 

4. 

Alas  !  wher  is  become  your  gontilesse  ! 
Your  wordes  fullo  of  plesaunce  and  hum- 
blesse  ? 

Your  observaunces  in  so  low  manere. 
And  your  awayting  and  your  besinesse  250 
Ui>on  me,  that  ye  calden  your  m&istresse. 

Your  soverejTi  lady  in  this  worldo  here? 

Alas  !  and  is  ther  uother  word  ne  chcre 
Ye  vouchesauf  upon  myn  hevinesse  ? 

Alas  !  your  love,  I  bye  hit  al  to  dere.  255 

5. 

Xow  certes,  swete,  thogh  that  ye 

Thus  causeles  the  cause  be 

Of  my  dedly  adversitee. 
Your  manly  reson  oghte  it  to  respyte 

To  sleo  your  frend,  and  namely  me,  260 

Tliat  never  yet  in  no  degree 

Offended  yow,  as  wisly  he. 
That  al  wot,  out  of  wo  my  soule  quyte  ! 

%  But  for  I  shewed  yow,  Arcite, 

Al  that  men  woldo  to  mo  wryte,        265 

And  was  so  besy,  yow  to  delyte — 

My  honour  save — ^meke,  kinde,  and  free, 
Therfor  ye  putte  on  mo  the  wyto, 
And  of  me  recche  not  a  myte, 
Thogh  that  the  swerd  of  sorow  byte  370 

My  woftil  herte  through  your  orueltoe. 

6. 

My  swete  foo,    why  do  ye  so,    for  shame? 
And  thenke  ye    that  farthered  be    your 
name, 
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To  love  a  newe,    and  been  nntrewe  ? 
nay! 
And  pntto  jow     in  sclaonder  now     and 
blame,  375 

And  do  to  me    adversitee    and  grame, 
That  loTo  yow  moet,        god,  wel  thon 

wost !      alwoy  ? 

Yet  turn  ujcyn^    and  be  al  pleyn    som 

day. 

And  than  shal  this    that  now  is  mis    be 

game,  279 

And  al  for-yive,    whyl  that  I  live   may. 

(Antitlrophe.) 

L 
Jjf>  I  herte  myn,  al  this  is  for  to  sej'no. 
As  whether  shal  I  preye  or  elles  pleyno  ? 
Whiche  is  the  wey  to  duou  yow  to  be 
trewe? 
For  cither  mot  I  have  yow  in  my  cheyne, 
Or  with  the  detho  ye  mot  departe  ns 
tweyno ;  385 

Ther  ben  non  other  mene  weyes  nowo  ; 
For  god  so  Mrisly  on  my  soale  rowe, 
As  verily  ye  sleen  me  with  the  peyne ; 
That  may  ye  see  nnfeyned  of  myn  he  we. 

2. 
For  thus  ferforth  have  I  my  deth  [y]- 
soght,  390 

3fy-self  I  mordre  with  my  prevy  thoght ; 
For  Borow  and  ronthe  of  your  nnkinde- 
nMse 
I  wepe,  I  wake,  I  faste ;  al  holpoth  noght ; 
I  weyve  joye  that  is  to  8i>eko  of  oght, 
I  voyde  comi>anye,  I  flee  gladnesse ;  395 
Who  may  avannte  hir  bet  of  hevinesse 
Tlien  I?  and  to  this  plyte  have  ye  mo 
broght, 
Withonto  gilt ;  me  nodeth  no  witncsso. 

3. 

And  sholde  I  pr^e,  and  wejrve  woman- 

hede? 
Xay !  rather  deth  then  do  so  fotd  a  dodo, 
And  axe  meroy  gilteles !  what  nede  ?  301 
And  if  I  pleyno  what  lyf  that  I  lede, 
Yow  rokkeih  not ;  that  know  I,  ont  of 
drede; 
And  if  I  unto  yow  myn  othcs  bede 


For  myn  cxense,  a  scorn  slrnl  be  my 

mede ;  305 

Yonr  chero  flonroth,  bat  hit  wol  not  scdo ; 

Fol  longe  agoon  I  oghto  have  take  hede. 

4. 

For  thogh  I  hadde  yow  to-morow  ageyn, 
I  might  OS  wel  holdo  Averill  fro  rcyn, 

As  holde  yow,  to  make  yow  stedfost.  310 
Almighty  god,  of  trouthe  sovercyn, 
Wher  is  the  tronthe  of  man  ?  who  hath 
hit  sleyn  ? 

Wlio  that  hem  lovotli  shal  hem  fj-ndo 
as  fast 

As  in  a  tempest  is  a  roten  mast. 
Is  that  a  tamo  best  that  is  ay  fcyn        315 

To  renno  away,  when  he  is  leost  ngast  ? 


Now  mercy,  swote,  if  I  missc.yc, 
Have  I  soyd  oght  amis,  I  prc^'o  ? 
I  not ;  my  wit  is  al  uweyc. 

I  fare  as  doth  the  song  of  Chauntc-pleurc. 
For  now  I  pleyno,  and  now  I  pleye,  3^1 
I  am  so  masod  that  I  deye, 
Arcite  hath  bom  awey  tho  keyo 

Of  al  my  worlde,  and  my  good  uvontorc ! 

%  For  in  this  worldo  nis  creature     335 
Wakinge,  in  more  discomfituro 
Then  I,  no  more  sorow  endure  ; 

And  if  I  sloiM)  a  furlong  wey  or  twoyo, 
Than  thinkoth  mo,  that  your  figure 
Before  me  stant,  clad  in  asnre,  330 

To  profren  eft  a  nowo  assure 

For  to  be  trewe,  and  mercy  mo  to  preye. 

6. 

The  longe  night       this  wonder  sight      I 

drye. 
And  on  the  day    for  this  afray   I  dye,  334. 
And  of  al  this    right  noght,  y-wis,     ye 
recohe. 
Ne  never  mo    myn  yCn  two     be  drye, 
And  to  your  routhe    and  to  your  trouthe 
I  cryo. 
lint  welawcy !  to  for  bo  they  to  feoche ; 
Thus    holdoth  me      my  dcstinee      u 
wreccho.  339 

But  me  to  rede    out  of  this  drede    or  gye 
Ne  may  my  wit,     so  woyk  is  hit,     not 
streoohe. 
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Conclusion, 

Than  ende  I  thus,  sith  I  may  do    no 

more, 
I  yevo  hit  up  for  now  and  ever-moro ; 

For  I  shal  nover  eft  putten  in  balaunce 

My    sekcmeSf    ne    lome    of   love    the 

lore.  345 

But  as  the  swan,  I  have  herd  seyd  ful 

yore, 

Ayeins   his   doth  shal    singe   in   his 

X>cnaunce, 
So  singe  I  here  my  destiny  or  chaonce. 


How  that  Arcite  Anelida  so  sore 
Hath  thirled  with  the  iK>ynt  of  remem- 
hraunce !  550 

The  ttory  continued. 

Whan  that  Anelida  this  wofal  quene 
Hath  of  hir  hande  writen  in  this  w3no. 
With  face  deed,  hetwixe  pale  and  grene. 
She  fel  a-swowo  ;  and  sith  she  gan  to  O'sc, 
And  unto  Mars  avoweth  saorifyse         ^^55 
With-in   the   temple,    with    a  sorowfnl 

chero. 
That  shapen  was  as  ye  shal  after  here.  ^7 


(Unfiniahed.) 


VIII.     CHAUCERS  WORDES  UNTO  ADAM, 
HIS   OWNE  SCRIVEYN. 


Adam  scriveyn,  if  ever  it  thee  bifalle 
Boece  or  Troilus  to  wryten  nowe. 
Under  thy  lokkes  thou  most  have  the 

scalle, 
But  after  my  making  thou  wxyte  trewe. 


So  ofbe  a  daye  I  mot  thy  werk  renewe,    5 
Hit  to  correote  and  eek  to  rubhe  and 

scrape  ; 
And  al  is  through  thy  negligence  and 

rape. 


IX.     THE   FORMER   AGE. 


A  BL.18FCL  lyf,  a  paisible  and  a  swete 

Ledden  the  i)eplcs  in  the  former  ago  ; 

They  hclde  hem  payed  fof  fruites,  that 
they  ete. 

Which  that  the  feldes  yave  hem  by  usage ; 

They  ne  were  nat  forpampred  with  out- 
rage ;  5 

Unknowen  was  the  quern  and  eek  the 
melle  ; 

They  eten  mast,  hawes,  and  swich  poun- 
age. 

And  dronken  water  of  the  coldo  wolla 


Yit  nas  the  ground  nat  wounded  with 

the  plough. 
But  com  up-sprong,  unsowe  of  manncs 

bond,  10 

The  which  they  fgniden,  and  oete  nat 

half  y-nough. 
No  man  yit  knew  the  forwes  of  his  lond  ; 
No  man  the   fyr  out   of  the   flint  yit 

fond; 
Un-korven  and  un-grobbed  lay  the  vyne ; 
No  man  yit  in  the  morter  spyces  grond  15 
To  clarrc,  no  to  sauso  of  galantyne. 
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No  mader,  welde,  or  wood  no  litestere 
Ne  knew ;   the  flees  was  of  his  former 

hewe; 
Xo  flesh  ne  wisto  offence  of  egge  or  8i>ere ; 
Xo  cojn  ne  know  man  which  was  fkls  or 

trewe ;  ao 

No  ship  yit  karf  the  wawes  grene  and 

blewe ; 
No  marchannt  yit  ne  fette  outlaxidish 

ware ; 
No  ftrompes  for  the  werros  folk  ne  knewe, 
No  toores  heyo,  and  walles  ronnde  or 

square. 

What  sholde  it  han  avayled  to  werreye  ?  2$ 
Thcr  lay  no  profit,  ther  was  no  richesse, 
Bat  cursed  was  the  tyme,  I  dar  wel  seye, 
That  men  first  dide  hir  swety  bysinesse 
To  grobbe  up  metal,  Inrkinge  in  dark- 

ne0se, 
And  in  the  riveres  first  gemmes  soghte.  30 
Alias !  than  sprong  up  al  the  cursednesse 
Of  covetyse,  that  first  our  sorwe  broghte  ! 

Thise  t^Taunts  putte  horn  gladly  nat  in 

pres. 
No  f  wildnesse,  no  no  busshes  for  to  winne 
Ther  poverto  is,  as  seith  Diogenes,         35 
Tlier  as  vitailo  is  ock  so  skars  and  thinne 
That  noght  but  mast  or  apples  is  ther- 

inne. 
But,  ther  as  baggcs  been  and  fat  vitaile, 
Tlier  wol  they  gon,  and  spare  for  no  sinne 
With  al  hir  ost  the  cite  for  t'assaile.     40 


Tit  were  no  paleis-chaumbres,  ne  non 

hcdles ; 
In  caves  and  [in]  wodes  softe  and  sweto 
Slcpten  this  blissed  folk  with-oute  walles, 
On  gras  or  leves  in  parfit  fquiete. 
No    donn    of   fetheros,    ne    no    bleched 

shete  45 

Was  kid  to  hem,  but  in  seurtee  they 

slepte ; 
Hir  hortes  were  al  oon,  with-oute  galles, 
Evorich  of  hem  his  feith  to  other  kepte. 

Unforged  was  the  hauberk  and  the  plate ; 
The  lambish  peple,  voyd  of  alio  vyce,     5i> 
Hadden  no  fantasye  to  debate. 
But  ech  of  hem  wolde  other  wel  cheryce  ; 
No  pryde,  non  envye,  non  avaryce. 
No  lord,  no  taylage  by  no  tyrannyo  ; 
Humblesse  and  pees,  good  feith,  the  em- 
.  perice,  55 

[•f-Fulfilled  erthe  of  olde  curtesye.] 

Yit  was  not  Jupiter  the  likerous. 
That  first  was  fader  of  dolicacye. 
Come  in  this  world ;   ne  Nembrot,  de- 
sirous 
To   reynen,    had   nat  maad   his  tourcs 
hye.  60 

Alias,  alias !   now  may  men  wepe  and 

cryo ! 
For  in  our  dayes  nis  but  covetyse 
[And]  doublenesse,  and  tresoun  and  envj^e, 
Poysoun,  manslauhtro,   and  mordre  in 
sondry  wyse.  64 


Finit  Etas  prima.    Chancers. 


X.     FORTUNE. 


Balctdes  de  vUage  aanspeinture, 

I.    L«  Pleintif  countre  Fortnne. 

This  wrecched  worldes  transmutacioun, 
As  wele  or   wo,  now   povre    and   now 

honour, 
With-outen  ordre  or  wys  discrecioun 
(Governed  is  by  Fortunes  errour  ; 
But  nathelcs,  the  lak  of  hir  favour         5 


No  may  nat  don  me  singen,  though  I  dye, 
'  lay  tout  perdu  mon  temps  et  mon  labour  :* 
For  fynally,  Fortune,  I  thee  defye  ! 

Yit  is  me  left  the  light  of  my  resoun, 
To  knowen  frend  fro  fo  in  thy  mirour.  10 
So  muche  hath  yit  thy  whirling  up  and 

doun 
Y-taught  me  for  to  knowon  in  an  hour. 
But  trewely,  no  force  of  thy  reddour 
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To  hlzn  that  over  hixn-self  hatli  the  mays- 

trj'o! 
My  safHsaunco  bIioI  bo  my  soconr  :  15 

For  fynally,  Fortune,  I  thee  defyo  ! 

0  Socrates,  tlion  stedfast  champioun, 
Sho  never  mighto  be  thy  tormentour ; 
Tliou  never  dreddest  hir  oppressioiin, 
Xo  in  hir  chore  fonnde  thou  no  savour.  20 
Thou  knowe  wel  deceit  of  hir  colour, 
And  that  hir  moste  worshipe  is  to  lye. 

1  knowe  hir  eok  a  fals  dissimulour : 
For  fjTially,  Fortune,  I  thee  defye  ! 

IL  La  respounse  de  Fortune  an  Pleintifl 

No  man  is  wrecched,  but  him-self  hit 

weno,  25 

And  he  tliat  hath  him-self   hath   suf- 

ilsaunce. 
Why  seystow  thanne  I  am  to  thee  so 

kcne. 
That  hast  thy-solf  out  of  my  govemannce? 
Scy  thxis :   *  Graunt  mercy  of  thyn  har 

boundannco 
That  thou  hast  lent  or  this.*    Why  wolt 

thoustrj've?  30 

Wliat    MTOstow    yit,    how    I    thee    wol 

avaunce  ? 
And  cek  thou  hast  thy  beste  frend  alyve  ! 

I  have  thco  taught  divisioun  bi-twene 
Frend  of  effect,  and  finend  of  oounten* 

aunce ; 
Tlieo    ncdeth    nat    the    galle    of    noon 

hycne,  35 

That  cnreth  eyen  derko  fro  hir  penaunoe  ; 
Now  soestow  cleer,  that  were  in  ignor- 

aunce. 
Yit  halt  th^m  ancre,  and  yit  thou  mayst 

arryve 
Ther  bountee  berth  the  keye  of  my  sub- 

staunco :  39 

And  cek  thou  hast  thy  beste  frend  alyve. 

How  many  have  I  refused  to  sustene, 
Sin  I  theo  fostrod  have  in  thy  plesaunce ! 
Woltow  than  make  a  statut  on  thy  quene 
That  I  shal  been  ay  ut  thyn  ordinaunce  ? 
Thou  bom  art  in  my  regno  of  variaunce, 


Aboute  the  wheel  with  other  most  thou 
dryve.  4^» 

My  lore  is  bet  than  wikke  is  thy  grvy- 
aunce, 

And  eek  thou  hast  thy  beste  frend  alyve. 

nL    La  respounse  du  Pleintif 
countre  Fortune. 

Thy  lore  I  dampne,  hit  is  adversiteo. 
My  frend  maystow  nat  reven,  blind  god- 

desse !  51) 

That  I  thy  firendes  knowe,  I  thanko  hit 

thee. 
Tak  hem  agayn,  lat  hem  go  Ij'e  on  presse  I 
The  negardye  in  keping  hir  richesse 
Prenostik  is  thou  wolt  hir  tour  assayle ; 
Wikke  appetyt  oomth  ay  before  seknesse : 
In  general,  this  reule  may  nat  faylo.     5(1 

La  respounse  de  Fortune  countre 
le  Pleintif. 

Tliou  pinchest  at  my  mutabilitee. 
For  I  thee  lente  a  drope  of  my  richesse, 
And  now  me  lyketh  to  with-drawe  me. 
Why  sholdestow  my  real  tee  oppresse  ?  61  > 
The  see  may  ebbe  and  flowen  more  or  lessc ; 
The  welkne  hath  might  to  shyne,  rejme, 

or  hayle ; 
Bight  so  mot  I  kythen  my  brotelnesse. 
In  general,  this  reule  may  nat  faylo. 

Lo,  th'cxecucion  of  the  magestoe  Osi 

That  al  purveyeth  of  his  rightwisnesse, 
That  same  thing  *  Fortune '  clopen  yc. 
Ye  blinde  bestes,  Ail  of  lewednesse  ! 
The  hevene  hath  propretee  of  sikcmesso. 
This  world  hath  ever  resteles  travoylo ;  711 
Thy  laste  day  is  onde  of  myn  intresso  : 
In  general,  this  reule  may  nat  faylo. 

Lenvoy  de  Fortune. 

Princes,  I  prey  you  of  your  gentilessc, 
Lat  nat  this  man  on  me  thus  crye  and 

pleyne. 
And  I  shal  quyte  you  your  bisinesse      7-; 
At  my  requeste,  as  three  of  you  or  tweyno ; 
And,  but  you  list  releve  him  of  his  pe>'no, 
Preyeth  his  beste  frend,  of  his  noblesse, 
That  to  som  betor  estat  ho  mi^'atteyne.  79 


ExpliciL 
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XL     MERCILES  BEAUTE:    A  TRIPLE  ROUNDEL. 


L     Captivity. 

Yoru  yCn  two  wol  slee  mo  Bodenly, 
I  may  the  beaat^  of  hem  not  sustene, 
So  woundeth  hit  through-out  my  herte 
kene. 

And  but  your  word  wol  helen  hastily 
Ky  hertes  wounde,  whyl  that  hit  is  grene, 
your  ySn  ttoo  wol  alee  me  soderdy^  6 

J  may  the  beauts  of  hem  not  siutene, 

XJ-pon  my  troutho  I  sey  yow  feithfully. 

That  ye  ben  of  my  lyf  and  deeth  the  queue ; 

For  with  my  deeth  the  trouthe  shalbe  sone. 

Your  yfn  two  wol  alee  me  aodenly,         1 1 

/  may  the  heauU  of  hem  not  austene^ 

So  woundeth  hit  tkTO%igh-outmy  herte  kene. 

U.     Ruction, 

So  hath  your  beauts  fro  your  herte  chaced 

Pitee^  that  me  ne  availeth  not  to  pleyne ; 

For  Daunger   halt   your   mercy  in  his 

cheyue.  i6 

Giltles  my  deeth  thus  han  ye  me  pur- 

chaced; 
I  sey  yow  sooth,  me  nedeth  not  to  feyne ; 


So  hath  your  heauU  fro  your  herte  chaced 
Pitee^  that  me  ne  availeth  not  to  pleyne.  20 

Alias!  that  nature   hath   in  yow  com- 
passed 
So  greet  bcautd,  that  no  man  may  atteyne 
To  mercy,  though  ho  stervo  for  the  peyne. 
So  hath  your  heauU  fro  your  herte  chaced 
Pitee,  that  me  ne  availeth  not  to  pleyne;  25 
For  Daunger  halt  your  mercy  in  hia  cheyne, 

III.     Eacape. 

Sin  I  fro  Lovo  escaped  am  so  fUt, 

I  never  thenk  to  ben  in  his  prison  Icne; 

Sin  I  am  free,  I  counte  him  not  a  bene. 

He  may  answere,  and  seye  this  or  that ;  30 
I  do  no  fors,  I  sx>eko  right  as  I  mono. 
Sin  I  fro  Love  eacaped  am  ao  fat^ 
I  never  thenk  to  ben  in  hia  prison  lene. 

Love  hath  my  name  y-striko  out  of  his 

sclat, 
And  he  is  strike  out  of  my  bokos  clone  35 
For  ever-mo  ;  fthor  is  non  other  mene. 
Sin  J  fro  Love  eacaped  am  ao  fat^ 
I  never  thenk  to  hen  in  his  priaon  lene ; 
Sin  I  am  free^  T  counte  him  not  a  bene,  39 


Explicit. 


XIL     TO   ROSEMOUNDE.     A  BALADE. 


Kadaii c,  yo  ben  of  al  beauts  shiyne 
As  fer  as  cercled  is  the  mappemounde  ; 
For  as  the  cristal  glorious  yo  shyne, 
And  lyko  ruby  ben  your  chokes  rounde. 
I^erwith  ye  ben  so  mery  and  so  jocounde. 
That  at  a  revel  whan  that  I  see  you 
daunce,  6 

It  is  an  oynement  unto  my  wounde, 
Thogh  ye  to  xne  ne  do  no  daliaunce. 


For  thogh  I  wepo  of  teres  fnl  a  tjTie, 
Yet  may  that  wo  myn  herte  nat  con- 

foundc ;  10 

Your  fseemly  voys  that  yo  so  fsmal  out- 

twyne 
Maketh    m^    thoght  in    joye  and    blis 

habounde. 
So  curteisly  I  go,  with  lovS  bounde, 
That  to  my-sclf  I  sey,  in  my  penaunce, 
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Suffyseth  me  to  love  you,  Hosemoonde,  15 
Thogh  ye  to  mo  no  do  no  daliatinco. 

"Sua  never  pyk  -walwed  in  galaantyne 
As  I  in  love  am  wolwed  and  y-wonndo  ; 
For  which  fal  ofte  I  of  my-self  divj'ne 

TregentU. 


That  I  am  trewe  TriBtam  the  soconnde.  m 
My  love  may  not  ref'reyd  be  nor  afonnde ; 
I  brenno  ay  in  an  amorous  plesannce. 
Do  what  you  list,  I  wil  your  thral  lie 

founde, 
Thogh  ye  to  mo  no  do  no  ilalianuco.      24 

Chancer. 


XIII.     TRUTH. 


Balade  de  bon  conseyl. 

Fl£e  fro  the  prcos,  and  dwelle  with  soth- 

fastnosse, 
Snffyco    unto   thy  goo<l,  though  hit  be 

smal; 
For  hord  hath  hate,  and  climbing  tikel- 

nesso. 
Frees  hath  on\yo,  and  wele  blent  overal ; 
Savour  no  more  than  thee  bihovo  shal ;  5 
Work  wel  thy-t»elf,  that  other  folk  canst 

rode ; 
And  trouthe  shal  dolivcre,  hit  is  no  drede. 

TempoMt  thee  noght  al  croked  to  redrcsse, 
In  trust  of  hir  that  tumoth  as  a  bal : 
Grot  roste  stant  in  litel  bosinosse  ;         10 
And  eok  be  war  to  spome  ageyn  an  al ; 
istryve  noght,  as  doth  tlie  crokke  with 

tho  wal. 
Baunto  th^'-solf,   that  duunt«st  otheres 

dcde  ; 
And  troutho  shal  delivero,  hit  is  no  drodo. 


Tbat  thee  is  sent,  recoyvo  in  buxnmnesse, 
The  wrastling  for  this  worlde  axeth  a 

faL  16 

Her  nis  non  hoom,  her  nis  but  wildor- 

ncsse  : 
Forth,  pilgrim,  forth  !     Forth,  bcste,  out 

of  thy  stal ! 
Know  thy  controe,  look  up,  thank  Ood 

of  al ; 
Hold  the  hyo  wey,  and  lat  thy  gost  theo 

lode  :  20 

And  troutho  shal  delivero,  hit  is  no  drede. 

Envoy. 

Thorfore,    thou    vache,    love    thyn    old 

WTecchcilnoBse 
Unto  tho  worlde ;  love  now  to  be  thral  ; 
Cr>'0  him  mercy,  that  of  his  hy  goodn^»e 
Made  thoe  of  noght,  and  in  especial       35 
Draw  unto  him,  and  pray  in  general 
For  thee,  and  eok  for  other,  hevenlich 

mede ;  27 

And  trouthe  shal  delivero,  hit  is  no  drede. 


Explicit  Le  bon  connseill  de  G.  Chancer. 


XIV.     GENTILESSE. 


Moral  Balade  of  Chaucer. 

The  flrsto  stok,  fuder  of  gentilesse — 
What  man  that  olaymcth  gontil  for  to  be, 
Must  folowo  his  trace,  and  alio  his  wittcs 

drosso 
Vertu  to  sowo,  and  vyees  for  to  flee. 
For  unto  vertu  longeth  dignitce,  5 


And  noght  the  revere,  sanfly  dar  I  dome, 
Al  were  he  mytre,  croune,  or  diademe. 

Til  is  flrste  stok  was  ful  of  right  wisnosse, 
Trewo  of  his   word,  sobre,  pitous,  and 

free, 
Clone  of  his  goste,  and  loved  bosinosse,    u> 
Agcinst  tho  ^yco  of  slouthe,  in  houcsteo  ; 
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And,  but  his  hoir  love  vertn,  as  dide  he, 
Ho  is  noght  gentil,  thogh  he  riche  seme, 
Al  'wero  he  znytre,  croune,  or  diademe. 

Vyce  may  wel  be  heir  to  old  richesse ;    15 
Bat  ther  may  no  man,  as  men  may  wel  see, 


Beqaetho  liis  heir  his  vertnons  noblesse 
That  is  appropred  unto  no  degree, 
I  But  to  the  flrste  fader  in  niagestoo, 
I  That  fmaketh  hiui  his  heir,  that  can  him 
I  qnemo,  21 » 

'  Al  were  he  mytre,  croune,  or  diademe. 


XV.     LAK  OF  STEDFASTNESSE. 


Balade. 

SoM  tyme  this  world  was  so  stedfast  and 

stable, 
That  monnes  word  was  obligacionn. 
And  now  hit  is  so  fals  and  deceivable, 
That  word  and  deed,  as  in  conclosioun, 
Ben  no-thing  lyk,  for  turned  up  so  doun  5 
Is  al  this  world  for  mede  and  wilfulnesse. 
That  al  is  lost  for  lak  of  stedfastnesse. 

\Vhat  maketh  this  world  to  be  so  variable. 
But  lust  that  folk  liave  in  dissensioun  ? 
Among  us  now  a  man  is  holde  unable,  10 
But-if  he  can,  by  som  collusioun, 
Don  his  neighbour  wrong  or  oppressioun. 
What  causeth  this,  but  wilful  wrecched- 

nesso. 
That  al  is  lost,  for  lak  of  stedfastnesse  ? 


Troutho  is  put  doun,  resonn  is  holden 
fable ;  15 

Vortu  hath  now  no  dominacioun, 
Pitoo  exyled,  no  man  is  mcrciable. 
Through  covetyse  is  blent  discrecioun  ; 
The  world  liath  mad  a  pcrmutacionn 
Fro  right  to  wrong,  fro  trouthe  to  fikol- 


nosse. 


;iu 


That  al  is  lost,  for  lak  of  stedfastnesse. 

Lenvoy  to  King  Richard. 

O  prince,  desyre  to  bo  honourable, 
Cherish  thy  folk  and  hate  cxtorcioun  ! 
Suffre  no  thing,  that  may  be  reprevablo 
To  thyn  ostat,  don  in  thy  rcgioun.         25 
Shew  forth  thy  swerd  of  castigacioun, 
Drcd  Ood,  do  law,  lovo  trouthe  and  worth  i- 
nesse,  27 

And  wed  thy  folk  agoin  to  stedfastnesse. 


Explicit. 


XVI.     LENVOY  DE   CHAUCER  A  SCOGAN. 


To-BBOKSx  been  the  statuts  hye  in  hevene 
That  creat  were  eternally  to  dure, 
Sith  that  I  see  the  brighte  goddes  serene 
Mow  wepe  and  wayle,  and  passioun  en- 
dure. 
As  may  in  erthe  a  mortal  creature.  5 

Alias,  fro  whennes  may  this  thing  pro- 
cede? 
Of  whiche  erronr  I  deye  almost  for  drede. 


By  wonlc  eteme  whylom  was  hit  shape 
That  fro  the  fifte  ccrclo,  in  no  manere, 
No  mighte   a  drope  of   tores  doun  es- 

cai)€.  10 

But  now  so  wepetli  Venus  in  hir  sperc. 
That  with  hir  teres  she  wol  drencho  us 

here. 
Alias,  Scogan  !  this  is  for  thyn  offence ! 
I  Thou  causest  this  deluge  of  pestilence. 
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Hast  thou  not  seydf  in  blaspheme  of  this 

goddesi  15 

Through  piyde,   or  through    thy  grete 

rakelnesso, 
Swich  thing  as  in  the  lawe  of  love  for- 

bodo  is? 
That,  for  thy  lady  saw  nat  thy  distresse, 
Therfor  thou  yavo  hir  up  at  Michelmesse ! 
Alias,  Scogan !  of  oldo  folk  ne  3'onge     30 
Was  never  erst  Scogan  blamed  for  his 

tonge ! 

Thou  drowe  in  scorn  Cupyde  eek  to  record 
Of  thilke  rebel  word  that  thou  hast  spoken, 
For  which  he  wol  no  leng^r  be  thy  lord. 
And,  Scogan,   thogh  his    bowe  be    nat 
broken,  35 

He  wol  nat  with  his  arwcs  been  y-wroken 
On  thee,  ne  me,  ne  noon  of  our  figure  ; 
We  shul  of  him  have  nejrther  hurt  ne  cu  re. 

Now  certcs,  frond,  I  drede  of  thjm  un- 

happe, 
liost  for  thy  gilt  the  wrecho  of  Love  pso- 

cede  30 

On  alle  hem  that  ben  hore  and  rounde  of 

shape, 


That  ben  so  lykly  folk  in  love  to  spede. 
Than  shul  we  for  our  labour  han  no  mede ; 
But  wel  I  wot,  thou  wilt  answere  and  seye : 
'  Lo  !  olde  Grisel  list  to  ryme  and  pleye  !  * 

Nay,  Scogan,  sey  not  so,  for  I  m 'excuse,  36 
Q-od  help  me  so  !  in  no  rym,  doutelees, 
Ne  thinke  I  never  of  slope  wak  my  muse. 
That  rusteth  in  my  sheUie  stille  in  pees. 
Whyl  I  was  yong,  I  putte  hir  forth  in 
prees,  40 

But  al  shal  passe  that  men  prose  or  ryme ; 
Take  every  man  his  turn,  as  for  his  tyme. 

Envoy. 

Scogan,  that  knelest  at  the  stremes  heed  ^ 
Of  grace,  of  alio  honour  and  worthinesse, 
In  th^ende  of  which  streme  *  I  am  dul  as 

deed,  45 

Forgeto  in  solitarie  wildemesse  ; 
Yet,  Scogan,  thenke  on  Tullius  kinde- 

nesse, 
Minne  thy  frend,  ther  it  may  fructifye  ! 
Far-wel,  and  lok  thou  never  eft  Love 

defye !  49 


1  I.  e.  Windeaore. 


^  I.e.  Grenewich. 


XVII.  LENVOY  DE  CHAUGER  A  BUKTON. 


The  connseil  of  Chancer  tonching 
Mariage,  which  was  sent  to  Bukton. 

My  maister  Bukton,  whan  of  Criste  our 

kinge 
Was  axed,  what  is  trouthe  or  sothfaiBt- 

nesse, 
He  nat  a  word  answerde  to  that  axinge. 
As  who  saith :    *  no  man  is  al  trewe,' 

I  gesse. 
And  therfor,  thogh  I  highte  to  expresse 
The  sorwe  and  wo  that  is  in  manage,     6 
I  dar  not  wryte  of  hit  no  wikkedn^ue, 
Lest  I  my-self  falle  eft  in  swich  dotage. 

I  wol  nat  seyn,  how  that  hit  is  the  cheyne 
Of  Sathanas,  on  which  he  gnaweth  ever,  10 


But  I  dar  seyn,  were  he  out  of  his  pejme. 
As  by  his   wille,  he  wolde  be   bounde 

never. 
But  thilke  doted  fool  that  eft  hath  lever 
Y-cheyned  be  than  out  of  prisoun  orepe, 
God  lete  him  never  fro  his  wo  dissever,  15 
Ne  no  man  him  bewayle,  though  he  wepe. 

But  yit,  lest  thou  do  worse,  tak  a  wyf ; 
Bet  is  to  wedde,  than  bronne  in  worse 

wyse. 
But  thou  shalt  have  sorwe  on  thy  flesh, 

thylyf. 
And  been  thy  wyves  thral,  as  seyn  these 

wyse;  ao 

And  if  that  holy  writ  may  nat  euffyte^ 
Experience  ahal  thee  teche,  so  may  happe, 


Zit  €ompfepn(  of  QOtnuB. 
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That  thee  were  lever  to  be  take  in  Fryse 
Than  eit  to  falle  of  wedding  in  the  trappe. 


Envoy. 

This  litel  writ,  proverbes,  or  figure 
I  sonde  yon,  tak  kepe  of  hit,  I  rede  : 


25 


Unwys  is  he  that  can  no  wele  endnre. 
If  thou  be  siker,  put  thee  nat  in  dredo. 
The  Wyf  of  Bathe  I  pray  you  that  ye  rede 
Of  this  matere  that  wo  have  on  hondo.  $0 
God  graunte  you  your  lyf  frely  to  lede 
In  fredom ;  4§  ful  hard  is  to  be  bonde. 


Explicit. 


XVni.  THE  COMPLEYNT  OF  VENUS. 


I.    (The  Lover's  uxrrthinesa.) 

Thbb  nis  so  hy  comfort  to  my  jflesaunce, 
Whan  that  I  am  in  any  hevinesse, 
As  for  to  have  leyser  of  remembraunce 
Upon  the  manhod  and  the  worthinesse, 
Upon  the  trouthe,  and  on  the  stedfastnesse 
Of  him  whos  I  am  al,  whyl  I  may  dure  ;  6 
Ther  oghte  blame  me  no  creature, 
For  every  wight  preiseth  his  gentilesse. 

In  him  is  bountee,  wisdom,  govemaunce 
Wei  more  then  any  mannes  wit  can  gesse ; 
For  grace  hath  wold  so    ferforth  him 
avaunco  11 

That  of  knighthode  he  is  parfit  richesse. 
Honour  honoureth  him  for  his  noblesse  ; 
Therto  so  wcl  hath  formed  him  Nature, 
Tliat  I  am  his  for  ever,  I  him  assure,      15 
For  every  wight  preiseth  his  gentilesse. 

And  not-withstanding  al  his  sufiftsaunce. 
His  gcntil  herto  is  of  so  greet  humblosse 
To  me  in  wordc,  in  werke,  in  contenaunce, 
And  me  to  serve  is  al  his  besinesse,        ao 
That  I  am  set  in  verrey  sikemesse. 
Thus  oghte  I  blesse  wel  myn  aventure, 
Sith  that  him  list  me  serven  and  honoure ; 
For  every  wight  preiseth  his  gentilesse. 


(Disquietude  caused  by  Jealousy.) 

Now  certes,  Love,  hit  is  right  covenable 
That  men  ful  dore  bye  thy  noble  thing,  26 
As  wake  a-bedde,  and  fasten  at  the  table, 
Weping  to  laughe,  and  singe  in  com- 

pleyning, 
And  donn  to  caste  visage  and  loking, 


Often  to  chaungen  hewe  and  contenaunce, 
f  Pleyne  in  sleping,  and  dremen  at  the 
dauncc,  31 

Al  the  re  vers  of  any  glad  feling. 

Jalousye  be  hanged  by  a  cable  ! 
She  wolde  al  knowe  through  hir  espying; 
Ther  doth  no  wight  no-thing  so  resonable, 
That  al  nis  harm  in  hir  imagening.       36 
Thus  dere  abought  is  lov6,  in  yoving, 
Which  ofte  he  yivoth  with-oute  ordin- 

aunce. 
As  sorow  ynogh,  and  litel  of  plesaunce, 
Al  the  revers  of  any  glad  feling.  40 

A  litel  tyme  his  yift  is  agreablc. 
But  ful  encomberous  is  the  using  ; 
For  sotel  Jalousye,  the  dcceyvablo, 
Ful  often-tymo  causeth  destourbing. 
Thus  be  we  ever  in  dredo  and  suffering, 
In  nouncerteyn  wo  languisshe  in   pon- 

aunce,  46 

And  han  ful  often  many  an  hard  mes- 

chaunce, 
Al  the  revers  of  any  glad  feling. 

III.     (Satisfaction  in  Constancy.) 

But  certes.  Love,  I  sey  nat  in  such  wyse 
That  for  t'cscaj^o  out  of  your  lace  I  monte ; 
For  I  so  longo  have  been  in  yourservyse  51 
That  for  to  lete  of  wol  I  never  assento  ; 
No  force  thogh  Jalousye  mo  tormento  ; 
Snffyceth  me  to  see  him  whan  I  may,    54 
And  therforo  certes,  to  myn  ending-day 
To  love  him  best  no  shal  I  never  repente. 

And  certes.  Love,  whan  I  me  wel  avyse 
On  any  estat  that  man  may  represente, 
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tr^e  (nitnor  ffiottM. 


Than  havo  je  maked  me,  throagli  your 

franchyse, 
Choso  the  best  tliat  ever  on  crtho  wente. 
3fow  love  wol,  }iorto,  and  look  thou  never 

Btente ;  6i 

And  let  the  jelons  pntto  h^Sn  assay 
That,  for  no  jwyno  wol  I  nat  sey  nay  ; 
To  love  him  best  ne  shul  I  never  repente. 

Uerto,  to  thco  hit  oghto  y-nogh  suffyse  65 
That  Love  so  hy  a  f^raco  to  thoo  sente, 
To  chese  the  worthiest  in  uUe  wyse 
And  most  afinroablo  unto  myu  entente. 
Seche  no  ferther,  ne^'ther  wey  ne  wente, 
Sith  I  have  sufflsaunce  unto  my  pay.     70 
Thus  wol  I  ende  this  corapleynt  or  lay ; 
To  love  him  best  ne  shal  I  never  repente. 


Lenvoy. 

Princess,   receyveth   this    complcynt  in 

grree, 
Unto  your  excellent  benigniteo 

Direct  after  my  litel  snfSsaance.         75 
For  eld,  that  in  my  spirit  dnlleth  me, 
Hath  of  endyting  al  the  sotelt^eo 

Wei   ny   bereft    out    of    my   remem- 

braunce ; 
And  eek  to  me  hit  is  a  g^eet  pen* 
aunce, 
Sith  rym  in  English  hath  swich  scarsitee. 
To  folowe  word  by  word  the  curiositco  Hi 
Of  Oraunson,  flour  of  hem  that  make 
in  Fraonce. 


XIX.    THE  COMPLEINT  OF  CHAUCER  TO  HIS 

EMPTY  PURSE. 


To  you,  my  purse,  and  to  non  other  wight 
Comployne  I,  for  ye  Ix)  my  lady  dere  ! 
I  am  so  sory,  now  that  ye  be  light ; 
For  certes,  but  ye  make  me  hevy  chore, 
Ho  were  as  leef  be  Icyd  up-on  my  here  ;  5 
For  whiche  un-to  your  mercy  thus  I  crye : 
Beth  hovy  ageyn,  or  elles  nM>t  I  dye ! 

Now  voucheth  sauf  this  day,  or  hit  be 

night. 
That  I  of  you  the  blisful  soun  may  here, 
Or  see  your  colour  lyk  the  sonne  bright. 
That  of  yelownosse  haddo  never  pere.    1 1 
Ye  be  my  lyf,  ye  be  myn  hertes  stere, 
(^cne  of  comfort  and  of  good  oompanye : 
Beth  hevy  age3m,  or  ollcs  mot  I  dye  ! 


Now  purs,  that  be  to  me  my  lyves  light,  15 
And  saveour,  as  doun  in  this  worlde  here, 
Out  of  this  toune  help  mo  through  your 

might, 
Sin  that  ye  wole  nat  been  my  tresorere  ; 
For  I  am  shave  as  nyo  as  any  frere. 
But  yit  I  pray  un-to  your  curtesye  :      .10 
Beth  hevy  ageyn,  or  elles  mot  I  dye ! 

Lenvoy  de  Chaucer. 

O  conquerour  of  Brutes  Albioun  ! 
Which  that  l^  lyne  and  free  eleocioun 
Ben  verray  king,  this  song  to  you  I  sende ; 
And  ye,  that  mowen  al  our  harm  amende. 
Have  minde  up-on  my  supplicacioun  !  2b 


XX.      PROVERBS. 


Proverbe  of  Chaucer. 


T. 


What  shul  thise  clothes  fmany-fold, 
Lo  !  this  hote  somors  day  ? — 

After  greet  heet  cometh  cold  ; 
No  man  caste  his  pilcho  away. 


IL 


Of  al  this  world  the  wyde  oompas 
Hit  wol  not  in  myn  armes  twcyne. 

Who-so  mochel  wol  embrace 
Litel  therof  he  shal  distreyne. 


JSipptnUx* 
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APPENDIX. 


[The  following  Poemt  are  alto  probably  genuine  ;  hut  are  placed  here 

for  lack  of  external  evidence.] 


XXI.     AGAINST  WOMEN   UNCONSTANT. 


Balade. 

Haoaxs,  for  jrcmr  nowe-fangelnosse, 
Many  a  servaunt  have  yo  pat  out  of  grace, 
I  take  my  Icvo  of  your  aiiBtodfastnesso, 
For  wel  I  wot,  -whyl  yo  have  Ijrves  space, 
Ye  can  not  love  fal  half  yeer  in  a  place  ;  5 
To  newo  thing  your  lust  ig  ever  kene  ; 
In  stedo  of  blew,  thus  may  yo  were  al 
grene. 

Right  as  a  mironr  nothing  may  enpresse, 
Bat,  lightly  as  it  cometh,  so  mot  it  poco, 
So  £areth  yoar  love,  your  werkes  bereth 
witnesse.  10 

Ther  is  no  feith  that  may  yoar  herte  en- 
brace; 


But,  as  a  wedcrcok,  that  tumoth  his  faco 
With  every  win<l,  yo  fare,  and  tliat  is 

sene ; 
In  stedo  of  Mew,  thns  may  yo  woro  al 

grcno. 

Ye  might  be  shrjTiod,  for  your  brotolnossc. 
Bet  than  Dalyda,  Creseido  or  Coudoco  ;  16 
For  ever  in  chaunging  f  stant  your  sikcr- 

nesse. 
That  tocho  may  no  wight  fro  your  hcrto 

arace  ; 
If  yo  lose  oon,  yo  can  wel  twcyn  porchaco ; 
Al  light  for  somcr,  ye  woot  wel  what  I 

mono,  30 

In  stodo  of  blew,  thus  may  ye  were  al 

grene. 


Krplicit. 


XXII.     AN    AMOROUS  COMPLEINT.     (COMPLEINT 

DAMOURS.) 


An  amorous  Compleint»  made  at 
Windsor. 

I,    wuicn     that    am    the    sorwefolleste 

man 
That  in  this  world  was  ever  yit  livinge, 
And  Icest  recoverer  of  him-selven  can, 
Beginne  *flhii8  my  deedly  compleiningo 
On  hir,  that  may  to  lyf  and  deeth  mo 

bringc,  5 


Which  liath  on  mo  no  morcy  ne  no  rowtho 
That  love  hir  best,  but  sleoth  me  for  my 
trewthe. 

Can  I  noght  doon  ne  seyo  that  may  yow 

lyko, 
f For  certos,  now,  alias!  alias!  tho  whylo! 
Your  plesaunco  is  to  laughen  wlian  I 

syko,  10 

And  thus  yo  mo  from  al  my  blisso  oxylo. 


^^  (nitner  ^otme. 


Ye  han  mo  eaat  in  tbilko  ipitotu  ;Is 
Tber  Dover  man  on  lyva  tnighto  utoite  ; 
This  h&ve  I  for  I  lovS  yon,  awate  heiie ! 
Sooth  is,  that  wol  I  woot,  by  lyklineoM, 
If  that  it  irere  thing  pouible  to  do         i6 
T'acompte  yoaro  bentee  and  goodneaae, 
I  have  no  vfooder  thngh  ye  do  me  wo  ; 
Sithlitli'DQWOrthieatthatmnyiTdaorBO, 
Dnrsto  over  thinken  in  ao  by  a  place,    au 
What  wonder  ia,  thosh  je  do  mo  no  fiTOOo  ? 
Alias !  thns  ii  my  Ij-f  broa£b(  to  an  ande, 
ily  deeth,  T  aoe,  is  my  oonolaaioiui ; 
I  may  wel  aingB, '  in  aory  tyme  I  spondo 
Mylyf;'  that  Bong  may  have  oonftiaionn ! 


yforl 


.roy,  pit. 


and  dee 


ydeodlycl 


Alle  thise  did? n,  in  the 

And  in  this  w;fsa  and  in  diapayTO  1  live 

Tn  lovS ;  nay,  but  in  dispayr^  I  dye  !      30 

But  ahal  1  thus  [to}  yow  my  deeth  for-pve, 

That  caneeles  doth  ma  this  sonv  drye  r 

Ye,  certea,  I !  For  she  of  my  folya 

Hath  nooght  to  done,  although  she  do  me 

1!  M 
Than  aith  I  oi 
And  sith  that  I  liave  this,  withoate  bir 

Than  may  I  seyn,  right  shortly  in  aclanae, 
It  is  no  blamo  Dnto  hir  womanheed 
Thon^  Bwich  a  wr^coho  aa  I  be  for  hir 
deed ;  40 

[And]  yet  alwoy  two  thingaa  doon  ma  dyB, 


with  hir  wil  that  I  hir  >e 
10  thou 


80  that,  olgntog,  ahe  ia  tho  vonsy  rots 
Of  my  diieao,  Mid  of  my  dothe  also ; 
For  with  nan  word  aho  mighte  be  my  bote, 
If  that  she  vonchedsaof  for  todoso.     46 
Bnt  [why]  than  is  hir  glodneaae  at  my  wo  ? 
It  is  hir  wone  plcsannco  for  to  take, 


■1,  thnr 


18  til  my  wondannge,  50 

d  boflte  eek  that  nature 
r  ahol,   whyl  that  the 


Itw 


a  greet  defaate  in  kiuda. 


Yit  ii  al  this  no  Uk  to  hir,  pardae. 
Bat  god  or  nature  aoro  wolde  I  blame  j 

For,  thongh  aha  ahewe  no  pite  nnto  me, 
Sitben  that  she  doth  othere  men thesame, 
I  d«pyse  my  ladies  game ;  Gi 
>  laoghen  whan  man  syketh, 
And  I  oaaea  to,  al  that  hir  list  and  lyketb  I 
Tit  wolda  I,  a»  I  dor.  witi  (orwefol  herto 
BisQche  nn-to  your  meke  womonhede  6s 
That  I  DOW    doTvte  my  iharpe  ■orwea 


That  1  hava  aeid  here}  thitmgh  myn  nn- 
In  any  wordo  to  your  diaploainge.  711 

Lotbeat  of  anything  that  ever  woa  loth 
Wera  me,  ai  wlaly  god  my  eonle  eavo  ! 
To  aeyn  a  thing  throngh  which  ye  might 

And,  to  that  day  that  I  bo  leyd  in  gmve, 
A  trewer  servannt  sholle  ye  never  havo ; 
And,  though  that  I  en  yow  have  pleyned 

Forgiveth  it  me,  myn  owna  lady  dore ! 
Ever  have  I   been,  and  ahal,  how-«o  I 

Onthertolivoordye.yoQr  humble  Irewc; 
Ye  been  tome  my  ginning  and  myn  ende, 
of  the  aterre  bright 


of 


hewt 


Alwey  in  oon  to  luva  yow  freshly  newe, 
Dygodandbymytroutho,ia  myn  entente; 
To  live  or  dye,  I  wol  It  never  repente  I 
This  compleynt  on  saint  Valeutynea  day, 
Whan  eveiy  fool  [Iherj  cheaen  ahal  hia 

make,  86 

To  Mr,  whos  I  am  hool,  and  shal  alwey. 
This  woful  song  and  this  compleynt  I 

make, 
That  never  yit  wolde  mo  to  moroy  take ; 
And  yit  wol  I  [for]  Bvermore  her  serve  gi> 
And  love  hir  best,  althoogh  aha  da  me 


(QE)omanfp  QtoSfeeee. 
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XXIII.     A   BALADE   OF  COMPLEYNT. 

[This  U  added  <u  hsing  a  good  example  of  a  Compleynt  in  Chaucer's  styli.] 


CoMPLZTSK  ne  oonde,  ne  might  myn  herte 

never 
Hy  pcynos  halve,  no  what  torment  I  have, 
Thoagh  that  I  sholde  in  yoar  presence 

hen  ever. 
My  hertes  lady,  as  wisly  he  me  save 
That  bountee  made,  and  bentee  list  to 

grave  5 

In  3roarpersone,  and  bad  hem  bothe  infore 
£ver  t'awayte,  and  ay  be  wher  ye  were. 

As  wisly  he  gye  alle  my  joyes  here 
As  I  am  yonres,  and  to  yow  sad  and  trewe, 
And  ye,  my  lyi'  and  cause  of  my  good 
chere,  10 


And  deoth  also,  whan  ye  my  pcynes  newe, 
My  world  es  joye,  whom  I  wol  serve  and 

sewe, 
My  hevcn  hool,  and  al  my  sufosaunce. 
Whom  for  to  serve  is  set  al  my  plesaunce. 

Boseching  yow  in  my  most  humble  wy.^ 
Taccepte  in  worth  this  litcl  povro  dyte,  16 
And  for  my  troutho  my  service  nat  do- 

spyse, 
Myn  obsorvaunce  eek  have  nat  in  dcspyte, 
Ne  yit  to  long  to  suffren  in  this  plyte  ; 
I  yow  bescche,  mjTi  hertes  lady,  hero,   20 
Sith   I   yow  serve,  and   so  wil   yeer  by 

ye  re. 


XXIV.     WOMANLY   NOBLESSE. 

[This  genuine  poem  uww  first  printed  in  June,  1894.] 


Balade  that  Chancier  made. 

So  hath  my  herte  caught  in  r^membraunce 

Your  beauts  hool,  and  stedfast  govern- 

aunce, 

Your  vertues  all^,  and  your  hy  noblesse, 

That  yon  to  serve  is  set  al  miy  plesaunce ; 

So  wel  me  lykth  your  womanly  conten- 

aunce,  5 

Your  fresshe  fetures  and  your  com- 

lineese, 
That,  whyl   I  live,   my    herte  to  his 
maistresse. 
You  hath  ful  chose,  in  trew  pers^veraunco. 
Never  to  chaunge,  for  no  maner  dis- 
tresse. 

And    sith    I    [you]    shal    do    this    ob- 
servaunce  10 

Al  my  lyf,  withouten  displesaunoe. 

You  for  to  serve  with  al  my  bcsinesse, 
[Taketh  me,  lady,  in  your  obcisaunce] 
And  have  me  somwhat  in  your  souven- 
aunce. 
My  wofulhert«8uffreth  greet  duresse;  15 
And   [lokc]  how  humbl[ol]y,   with    al 
timplesse, 


My  wil  I  c6nformo  to  your  ordenaunce, 
As  you  best  list,  my  peynos  f  to  redressa 

Considring  eek  how  I  hango  in  balaunce 
In    your    servycd ;     swich,    lo !    is    my 
chaunce,  20 

Abyding  grace,  whan  that  your  gcntil- 
nesse 
Of  my  gret  wo  list  doon  allegoaunce, 
And  with  your  pit^  mo  sora  wyse  avaunce, 
In  ful  rebating  of  my  hevinesse ; 
And  think  fresdun,  that  wommanly 
noblesse  25 

Shuld  nat  desyre  f  for  to  doon  outrance 
Ther-osshe  flndeth  noon  unbuxumnesse. 

Lenvoye. 

Auctour  of  nortnre,  lotly  of  plesaunce, 
Soveraine  of  beauto,  flour  of  womman- 
hede. 
Take  ye  non  hedo  unto  myn  ignoraunco,  50 
But  this  receyveth  of  your  goodlihode. 
Thinking   that    I   have    caught   in    re- 

membraunce 
Y'our  boaut^  hool,  your  stedfast  govern- 
aunce. 
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Metrs  L     Carmina  qui  quondam  gtudio 
Jlorenie  peregi. 

Allas  !  I,  weping,  am  oonstreined  to 
biginnen  vers  of  sorowftil  materet  that 
whylom  in  florisching  stndie  made  delit- 
able  ditees.     For  lo !  rendinge  Muses  of 

5  poetes  endyteii  to  me  thinges  to  be 
writen  ;  and  drery  vers  of  wrecchednorae 
woten  my  face  with  verray  teres.  At 
the  Icesto,  no  drede  ne  mighte  over- 
comen  tho  Muses,  that  they  ne  weren 

lo  felawes,  and  folweden  my  wey,  t?uit  is 
to  sejftiy  tcAan  /  teas  exyled;  they  that 
weren  glorie  of  my  youthe,  whylom  wele- 
fVil  and  grene,  comforten  now  the  sorow- 
ful  werdes  of  mo,  olde  man.     For  elde 

15  is  comen  unwarly  upon  me,  hasted  by 
the  harmos  that  I  have,  and  sorow  hath 
comaunded  his  age  to  be  in  me.  Heres 
horo  ben  shtid  overtjnneliche  upon  myn 
hcved,  and  the  slake  skin  trembleth  upon 

30  myn  emptod  body.  Thilko  de^th  of  men 
is  wcleful  that  no  cometh  not  in  yeres 
that  ben  swete,  but  cometh  to  wrecches, 
often  y-clepcd.  Alias !  alias !  with  how 
deef  an  ere  dceth,  cruel,  tometh  awey 

35  fro  wrecches,  /^nd  naiteth  to  closen 
wepingo  cyen  !  Whyl  Fortune,  unfoith- 
ful,  favorede  mo  with  lighte  goodes,  the 
sorowful  houre,  that  is  to  seyiv,  the  deeth^ 
haddo  almost  dreynt  myn  heved.     But 

30  now,  for  Fortune  cloudy  hath  chaunged 


hir  deceyvable  chore  to  me-ward,  myn 
unpitous  l3rf  draweth  a-long  unagreablo 
dwellinges  in  me.  O  ye,  my  irendes,  what 
orwhertoavauntede  ye  me  to  ben  weleful? 
for  ho  that  hath  fallen  stood  nat  in  35 
stedefast  degree. 

Frosb  L     Hec  dum  mecum  tacihis  ipse 
reptUarem. 

Whylo  that  I  stille  recordede  thise 
thinges  with  my-self,  and  markede  my 
woeply  compleynte  with  office  of  pointel, 
I  saw,  stondinge  aboven  the  heighte  of 
myn  heved,  a  woman  of  ful  greet  re-  5 
verenoe  by  semblaunt,  hir  eyen  bren- 
ninge  and  cleer-seinge  over  the  comune 
might  of  men  ;  with  a  lyfly  colour,  and 
with  swich  vigour  and  strengthe  that  it 
ne  mighte  nat  ben  empted ;  al  were  it  10 
so  that  she  was  ful  of  so  greet  age,  that 
men  ne  woldo  nat  trowcn,  in  no  manerc, 
that  she  were  of  oure  elde.  The  stature 
of  hir  was  of  a  doutous  jugement ;  for 
som-tyme  she  constreinede  and  shronk  15 
hiivselven  lyk  to  the  comune  mesuro  of 
men,  and  sum-tyme  it  scmede  that  she 
touchede  the  hevene  with  tho  heighte  of 
hir  heved ;  and  whan  she  heef  hir  heved 
hyer,  she  percede  the  solve  hevene,  so  20 
that  the  sighte  of  men  looking  was  in 
ydoL  Hir  clothes  weren  maked  of  right 
delye  thredes  and  subtil  crafte,  of  per- 
durable matere  ;  tho  whiche  clothes  she 


tl 
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'5  ha<ldc  woven  with  hir  owene  hondes,  as 
I  knew  wel  after  by  hir-self,  declaringo 
and  shewinge  to  mo  the  beantee ;  the 
whiche  clothes  a  derknesse  of  a  forleten 
and  dispysed  oldo  haddo    dusked    and 

50  derked,  as  it  is  wont  to  derken  bi- 
smokede  image&  In  the  netherest^ 
hem  or  bordore  of  thise  clothes  men 
redden,  y-woven  in,  a  Grekissh  P,  that 
rigmfytth  the  lyfActi/;  and  abo-ven  that 

35  lettre,  in  the  heyeste  bordore,  a  Grekissh 
T,  that  Mgnifyeth  the  lyf  Contemplatif, 
And  bi-twixen  these  two  lettres  ther 
weren  seyn  degrees,  nobly  y-wroght  in 
manere  of  laddres ;   by  whiche  degrees 

40  men  mighten  climben  fro  the  nethereste 
lettro  to  the  npporeste.  Natheles,  handes 
of  some  men  hadde  corven  that  cloth 
by  violence  and  by  strengthe ;  and 
everiche  man  of  hem  hadde  bom  awey 

45  swiche  peces  as  he  mighto  geten.  And 
forsothe,  this  forseide  woman  bar  smale 
bokes  in  hir  right  hand,  and  in  hir  Icit 
hand  she  bar  a  ceptre.  And  whan  she 
say  thise  poetical  Moses  aprochen  abonte 

so  my  bed,  and  endytinge  wordes  to  my 
wepinges,  she  was  a  litel  amoved,  and 
glowede  with  croel  oyen.  *  Who,*  qood 
she,  ^  hath  soffred  aprochen  to  this  syke 
man  thise  comone  strompetes  of  swich 

55  a  place  that  men  clepen  the  theatre  ? 
The  whiche  nat  only  ne  asswagen  nat 
hise  sorwes  with  none  remedies,  hot  they 
wolden  fedon  and  norisshen  hem  with 
swete  venim.     Forsothe,  thise  ben  tho 

60  that  with  thomes  and  prikkingcs  of 
talents  or  affeccioons,  whiche  that  ne 
ben  no-thing  froctefyinge  nor  profitable, 
destrc^en  the  com  plentevous  of  fmites 
of  resonn ;  for  they  holden  the  hertes 

6s  of  men  in  osage,  but  they  ne  delivere 
nat  folk  fro  maladye.  But  if  ye  Moses 
hadden  withdrawen  fro  me,  with  yoor 
flateryes,  any  uncunninge  and  unprofit- 
able man,  as  men  ben  wont  to  finde 

70  comunly  amonges  the  poeple,  I  wolde 
wene  suffro  the  lasse  grevously ;  for-why, 
in  swiche  an  unprofitable  man,  myn 
ententes  ne  weren  no-thing  endamaged. 
But  ye  withdrawen  ffVom  me  this  man, 

75  that  hath  be  norisshed  in  the  studies  or 


scoles  of  Eleaticis  and  of  Achademicis  in 
Grece.  But  gotli  now  rather  awey,  yo 
mermaidencs,  whiche  that  ben  swete  til 
it  be  at  tho  laste,  and  sufi*reth  this  man 
to  be  cured  and  helcd  by  mj-ne  Muses,*  8o- 
that  is  to  seyn^  by  noie/ul  sciences.  And 
thus  this  compunyo  of  Muses  y-blamed 
cAsten  wrothly  the  chere  dounward  to 
the  erthe ;  and,  shewinge  by  reednesse 
hir  shame,  they  passed  en  sorowl'olly  the  85 
threshfold.  And  I,  of  whom  the  sighte, 
ploungcd  in  teres,  was  derked  so  that 
I  ne  mighto  not  knowon  what  that 
womman  was,  of  so  imperial  auctoritee, 
I  wcx  al  abaisshed  and  astoned,  and  caste  9^ 
my  sighte  doun  to  the  erthe,  and  bigan 
stille  for  to  abyde  what  she  wolde  don 
afterward,  Tho  com  sho  ner,  and  sette 
hir  doun  up-on  the  utteroste  comer  of 
my  bed ;  and  she,  biholdingo  my  chere,  95 
that  was  cast  to  tho  erthe,  hevy  and 
grevous  of  wepinge,  compleinede,  with 
thise  wordes  that  I  shal  seycn,  the  per- 
turbacioun  of  my  thought. 

Metre  II.    lieu  quam  precipiti  mersa 
pro/undo. 

'Alias!  how  tho  thought  of  man,  dreint 
in  over-throwingo  doepnesso,  dulleth,  and 
forletoth  his  propro  cleernesso,  mintinge 
to  g<K)n  in-to  foreine  derknesscs,  as  ofte 
as  his  anoyous  bisincsso  wcxeth  with-  5 
outo  mesure,  that  is  driven  to  and  fro 
with  worldly  windes !  This  man,  that 
whylom  was  free,  to  whom  tho  heveno 
was  ox>en  and  knowen,  and  was  wont 
to  goon  in  heveneliche  pathes,  and  saugh  i» 
the  lightnesse  of  the  redo  sonne,  and 
saxigh  the  sterrcs  of  the  colde  mono,  and 
whiche  sterre  in  heveno  uscth  wandering 
recourses,  y-flit  by  dyv'orso  spores — this 
man,  ovcrcomer,  haddo  comprehended  15 
al  this  by  noumbre  ofacountinge  in  astro- 
nomye.  And  over  this,  ho  was  wont  to 
scken  the  causes  whennes  the  souning 
windes  moeven  and  bision  tho  smotho 
water  of  the  see  ;  and  what  spirit  tornoth  2t> 
tho  stable  heveno ;  and  why  tho  storro 
arj'seth  out  of  the  rede  eest,  to  fallen  in 
tho  westrene  wawes ;  and  what  atempreth 
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tha    Itistj-  boaros  of    the    Unto    somer 

3,S  AOfioan,  thnt  hi^litoth  And  Apparaileth 
tlir  rrtha  witli  roeene  flowrci ;  nnd  who 
maknth  that  plent^vouae  Autompne,  in 
fnllB  j-oroB,  flotath  with  hoiy  grspea. 
And  cpk  thia  man  was  wont  to  telle  the 

30  dyvene  oaoie*  of  nature  that  weren 
y-hiildo.  Alias  !  now  lyeth  he  ompted  of 
tijht  of  Ilia  thonght ;  and  hiB  nokke  la 

5,  pressed  with  hevy  iheynos ;  and  berotfa 
Ills  chere  onnlynad  ailonn  for  the  ffreto 

33  weiglitc, 


thof 


lol 


FBoar  II,     Sft  mrdirljit,  Inquit.  Umput 

Bnt  tyme  is  now/  qaod  she,  *  of  moJi- 
cineinorethanofcompleinte.'    Fonothe 

alia  the  lookinga  of  hir  eyon,  leido :— '  Art 

5  nitt  tliun  he,'   qnod  aha, '  that  whylom 

y-norLsshed  with  my  milk,  and  fostflred 

with    mynG    metcis,   were    escaped    and 

I  yafthoe  swicho  amiiires  thnt,  j-if  thou 
ifl  thy-se!f  n«  hoadast  first  coxt  hem  o-woy, 
they  shnlden  ban  defended  thee  iniiker- 
noHe  that  may  nat 
Kuoweit  thon  ma  nat  ?    'Hliy 


S  It  war. 


oninga  hath 


t  only  stitle,  Imt  with-outon  office  of 

tnnite  and  al  doamb.  Bhe  leida  hir  band 

3i>  aotMy  apon  my  btaet,  and  seida  ;  '  Hare 

nia  no  poril, '  qnod  she  ;  '  he  is  iUlBnintti 

sykonra  to  hertei  thnt  ben  dooei»od.  Ho 
hath  a  litcl  furyetcn  liim-adf,  but  oertaa 

J5  he  ahal  lightly  remombren  liim-Belf,  yif 
BO  be  tlint  he  hath  knowen  ma  or  now  ; 
and  that  bo  may  bo  don,  I  wil  wypen 
a  litel  hig  eycn,  that  ban  derked  by  tho 
olondeof  mortal  thingoB,'    Thiae  wordBB 

30  aeide  she,  and  with  the  lappe  of  hir  gar- 
ment, y-plyted  in  a  fionnce,  she  drjede 
myn  oyeu,  that  weren  fnUe  of  the  wavsi 
of  my  wepingea. 


Uetre  lit     Tmc  me  dfMum  U'flierunt 
noeU  ienibre. 

ThnB,  whan  that  night  vaa  fliirnanni 
and  chaaed  a-way,  derknasBea  forleften 
me,  and  to  myn  cyan  repeirofle  ayain  hir 
firste  Btreogtbe.  And,  right  bycusaiunple 
as  the  Bonne  is  hid  whan  tho  atcrres  ben  5 
olnatred  (rtof  li  to  tei/n,  tc/ian  iterrtt  btti 
Covertd  wiOl  ctoudetj  by  a  awifle  wiude 
that  higbte  Cboroa,  and  that  the  firma- 
ment stant  deikod  by  wet*  ploongy 
cloDdaa,  and  that  the  aterrea  nat  apperen  in 
np^n  hevone,  so  that  the  night  semeth 
sprad  np-on  orthe  ;  yif  tbanne  the  wind 
that  highte  Boriai,  y-oent  oat  of  the  cavei 
of  the  oontree  of  Trace,  betetb  this  night 
ftliat  it  to  tei/ii,  cJuuetk  it  a-toey),  and  15 
deacovoreth  the  dosed  day !  than  ihyneth 
Fbabna  y-(hakoD  with  sodcin  light,  and 
imytelh  with  his  hemes  in  merrelinga 

Paosa  Itl.     naud  aUltr  trUlicie  nebvlU 
dlttolutU. 

Bight  so,  and  non  othar  wyie,  tha 
oloudas  of  sorwe  dissolved  and  don  a^wey, 
I  took  herene,  and  receivede  minde  to 
knowen  the  face  of  my  iysicisn  ;  ao  that 
I  Betto  myn  ayen  on  hir,  and  ibatnede  my  5 
lookinge.  I  beholde  my  norice  fliilo- 
•ophie,  In  whoB  hooses  1  bodde  oanversed 
and  hanntad  tm  my  yonthe  ;  and  I  seida 
thnB.  '  O  thna  maistrtsie  of  oils  rertnes, 
descended  from  tho  eovaroin  sate,  why  10 

myn  exil?    Artow  coman  for  thon  art 
maked  conpablo  with  me  of  false  blames  f 
PMl.    '  O,'  qnod  she,  '  my  norry,  abolde 
T  forsaken  thee  now,  and  sbolde  I  nat  if 
parten  with  thee,  by  oomnna  tniTaile,  tha 
charge  that  thon  host  BniTrecl  for  envis  of 
my  name?    Cartas,  it  nare  not  leveful  no 
eittinge  thing  to  Phiiosophie,   to  laton 
witb-ontan  companyo  the  way  of  him  that  10 
is  innocent.    Sholde  I  thannereiianlcmy 
blame,  and  agrysen  as  Fhough  ther  warn 
bifallen  a  newe  thing?  quiui  diceret,  firm. 
For  trowHtow  that  Fhilosophie  be  now 
aldarfirst   assailed  in  perils  by  folk   of  j^ 
wikkedo  manera?    Have  I  nat  itriTen 


QgFoe($itt5.    Qg^ooft  I:  ^roee  iv. 


133 


with  fal  greet  8tr3rf,  in  olde  t3rine,  bifore 
the  age  of  my  Plato,  ayeines  the  foolhardi- 
nesse  of  folye  ?    And  eek,  the  same  Plato 

3i>liTinge,  his  maister  Socrates  deservede 
victorie  of  unrightful  deeth  in  my  pre- 
sence. The  heritage  of  which  Socrates — 
ike  keritoffe  is  to  tyn  the  doctrine  of  the 
vchkhe  Socrates  in  his  qpiuioun  (nf  Feliciiee^ 

35  that  J  cLepe  veUJulnease — whan  that  the 
poeple  of  Epicnriens  and  Stoiciens  and 
many  othre  enforceden  hem  to  go  ravisshe 
everich  man  for  his  port — that  is  to  seyn^ 
that  everich  of  hem  wolds  dratoen  to  the 
40  d^ence  of  his  opifdoun  the  wordes  of 
Socrates — ^they,  as  in  portie  of  hir  preye, 
to-drowen  me,  cryinge  and  debatinge 
ther-ayeins,  and  corven  and  to-renten  my 
dothea  that  I  hadde  woven  with  myn 

45  handes ;  and  with  tho  clontes  that  they 
hodden  araced  out  of  my  clothes  they 
wenten  awey,  weninge  that  I  hadde  gon 
with  hem  everydeL  In  whiche  Epv- 
euriens  and  Stoiciens,  for  as  moche  as  ther 

.9>  semede  some  traces  or  steppes  of  myn 
hubite,  the  folye  of  men,  weninge  tho  Epi- 
curiens  and  Stoiciens  my  famuleres,  per- 
verted {sc  perseqiundo)  some  through  the 
errour  of  the  wikkede    or    uncunninge 

55  moltitude  of  hem.  This  is  to  seyn  that, 
for  they  semede  philosophres,  they  tceren 
pursued  to  the  deeth  and  slayn.  So  yif  thou 
hast  nat  knowen  the  exilinge  of  Anaxo- 
gore,  ne  the  enpoysoninge  of  Socrates,  ne 

Ui  the  tonrments  of  Zeno,  for  they  weren 
straungeres :  yit  mightestow  han  knowen 
the  Senecciens  and  the  Canios  and  the 
fSoranos,  of  whiche  folk  the  renoun  is 
neither  over-olde  ne  unsolempne.     The 

(■5  whiche  men,  no-thing  elles  ne  broughte 
hem  to  the  deeth  but  only  for  they  weren 
enfunrmed  of  myno  maneros,  and  seme- 
den  most  unlyke  to  the  studies  of  wik- 
kede folk.    And  forthy  thou  oughtest  nat 

7^  to  wondren  though  that  I,  in  the  bittro 
see  of  this  lyf,  bo  fordriven  with  tem- 
pestes  blowringe  aboute,  in  the  whiche 
tempestes  this  is  my  most  purpos,  that  is 
to  seyn,  to  disploscn  to  wikkede  men.     Of 

75  whiche  shrewes,  al  be  the  ost  never  so 
greet,  it  is  to  diepyse  ;  for  it  nis  governed 
with  no  lodcr  of  resoun,  but  it  is  ravisshed 


only  by  fletinge  errour  folyly  and  lightly. 
And  if  they  som-tyme,  mokinge  an  ost 
ayeins  us,  assoilo  us  as  stronger,  our  ledor  8c) 
draweth  to-gidere  hise  richesses  in-to  his 
tour,  and  thoy  ben  ententif  aboute  sor- 
pulors  or  sachcls  unprofitable  for  to  taken. 
But  we  that  ben  heye  aboven,  siker  fro 
alio  tumulte  and  wode  noise,  wamestored  85 
and  enclosed  in  swich  a  palis,  whider  as 
that  chateringe  or  onoyinge  folye  ne  may 
nat  atayne,  we  scome  swiche  ravineres 
and  hcnteres  of  fouleste  thinges. 

M  ETKE  IV.    Quisquis  composito  serenus  euo, 

"Wlio-so  it  bo  that  is  cleer  of  vertu,  sod, 
and  wel  ordinat  of  livinge,  that  hath  put 
under  foot  the  proude  werdes  and  looketh 
upright  up-on  either  fortune,  he  may 
holde  his  chore  undiscomfited.  The  rage  5 
ne  the  monaces  of  the  see,  commoevinge 
or  chasiuge  upward  heto  fro  the  botme, 
ne  shol  not  moeve  that  man ;  ne  tho 
unstable  mountaigne  that  highte  Vesovus, 
that  wrytheth  out  through  his  brokono  it) 
chiminocs  smokinge  fyres.  Ne  the  wey 
of  f  thonder-lcyt.,  that  is  wont  to  smyten 
heye  toures,  ne  shal  nat  moeve  that  man. 
Wher-to  thanne,  o  wrecchos,  dredo  yo 
tirauntes  that  ben  wode  |Lnd  felonous  15 
with-oute  any  strengtho?  Hope  after 
no-thing,  ne  dredo  nat ;  and  so  sholtow 
desarmen  the  ire  of  thilke  unmighty 
tiraunt  But  who-so  that,  quakingc, 
dredoth  or  desiroth  thing  that  nis  nat  »> 
stable  of  his  right,  that  man  that  so  doth 
hath  cast  awey  his  shcld  and  is  remoeved 
fro  his  place,  and  enlaceth  him  in  tho 
chcyno  with  tho  which  ho  may  ben 
drawen.  *5 

Pkosi:  IY.     SerUisne,  inquit,  hcc 

Folcstow,'  quod  she,  'thiso  thinges, 
and  entron  they  aught  in  thy  corago? 
Artow  lyke  an  asso  to  the  harpe  ?  Why 
wepcstow,  why  gpillostow  teres?  Yif 
thou  abydest  after  help  of  thy  leche,  thee  5 
bihovoth  disco vere  thy  wounde.'  Tho 

I,  that  hadde  godered  strengtho  in  my 
corage,  answerode  and  seide :  *  And 
nedeth  it  yit,'  quod  I,  'of  rehersingo  or 
of  omonicioun ;     and    sheweth    it    nat  10 
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y-noagh  by  liim-salt  tho  Bbarpnosse  of 
Fortanc,  tlint  woiotli  wood  ikj-ciu«  me? 
Xs  moGveth  it  nat  tliM  to  uen  fho  f^e 
or  the  muiaro  of  tliis  place  (I.  pHtovn)? 

:,  Ii  tliii  the  librnrio  trLlcha  tbat  thou 
hndilest  choson  fur  a  right  certein  sate  to 
theo  in  mjn  hoDSf  ther-aj  thoa  despTit«dsBt 
otla  with  ma  of  tha  Bcienocs  of  tbiDgel 
toQchinBe  divinitee  and  touohinga  miin- 

Ki  kinde?  Was  thaimo  niyn  habile  Iwich 
a*  it  i»  now  ?  Was  than  my  face  or  my 
ohera  swicho  as  nan  Iqvati  dietr^,  nm), 
whoD    I    Boughto  with  thee  sccrota   of 

<f  nerei  and  the  resonn  of  slle  my  Ij-f  to  the 
onaanmploofthaordroofhevener  lanaC 
thia  Iho  gnordoun  that  I  refarre  to  thoa, 
to  whom  I  liavs  be  otwiwnnt?  Cartes, 
thoa  conrermedest.  by  tho  moutb  of  Plato, 

<u  thia  sentence,  (Ast  it  to  tyn,  that  camano 
thingas  or  comnnaliteos  woren  bllsfal,  yif 
they  that  ha<l<len  studied  al  fully  to  wis- 
dom governodoQ  thilke  thinges,  or  ellos 
yitr  it  so  biflUo  that  tha  goTemonre*  of 

>5  coDiDnaliteos  stndioden  to  geten  wisdom. 
Tboo  Bcidcst  ooh.  by  tha  mouth  of  the 
rjuna  Plato,  that    it    wnj 


o  gode  folk.    And  therfoi 


i  to  pulh 


forth  in 


in  octe  of  comnne  administradoaD  thilke 
t  hinges  that  1  hadde  lamed  of  (hoe  among 
my  secree  resting-wbyles.  Thou,  and  god 
that  pntte  thee  in  the  thoogblos  of  wj-ie 

HI  folk,  ben  knowinge  with  mo,  that  no- 
thing na  broughte  mo  to  maistrie  or 
dignitee.  but  tho  comune  studie  of  alia 
(•oolnosw.  And  ther-of  eomth  it  that 
bi-twix«n  wikked  folk  and  me  ban  ben 

^  grcvous  discordes,  that  ne  migblen  lien 
relcsod  by  pmyeres  ;  forthislibortoeliath 
the  freedom  of  conscience,  I  hat  t  be  wiatthe 
of  more  mighty  folk  hath  alwey  ben  da- 
cpysed  of  me  for  saiTicioon  of  riglii.     How 

.<!  olta  buTo  I  resisted  nnd  witbstonde  thilke 
man  that  highte  Conigaate,  that  tnode 


alwey  assaatea  ay  eins  tho  pra«pro  fort  iines 
of  pore  feblo  folk?  How  ofto  eek  bnve 
I  pnt  of  or  caat  out  him,  Trigwille,  pro- 
vo(t  of  tbo  kingea  hooj,  bothe  of  the  >>5 
wTongea  that  be  baddo  bignnne  to  don, 
and  eek  ftdly  performed  ?  How  ofto  bai-o 
I  covered  and  defended  by  the  anctoritee 
of  me,  put  ayeina  parils— (Aof  i»  ta  lejpi. 
pvt  myn  auctorilee  fn  peril  /or— tho  7" 
wrecched  pore  folk,  that  the  coTet^se  of 
Btranngeree  nnptinished  tottnnentaden 
alwey  with  ralse^sae  and  grenaunoea  out 
ofnoombro?  Never  man  ne  drow  me  yit 
fro  right  to  wrongo.  Whan  I  say  the  7s 
fortunes  and  the  rlchesses  of  the  poeple 
of  the  provinces  ben  harmed  or  amenusad, 
onther  by  privee  lavynas  or  by  eomnno 
tributes  or  cariagee,  aa  eory  was  I  lis  they 

that    snffreden    tbo    harm. Cloasa.  &; 

Whan  that  Theodorif,  (Ae  ting  of  Oo(A*», 
In  a  dtre  i/ire,  hadd*  Aise  gemera  ful  of 
com,  ami  cnmaundede  that  no  man  m  tlaMe 
byen  no  corn  til  hit  can  weraiolcf,  and  thai 
al  a  gretmu  itertpryt,  Boax  wUhttoodOtat  Sj 
ordinaum*,  and  orer-com  it,  knoiringe  al 

Ihit  tlu  king  him-telf. -Teims.  Whan 

it  was  in  the  soum  bongrj-  tyme,  ther 
was  establUsbed  or  oryod  grovoia  nnd 
inplitabla  [;uempcimin,  that  men  saj'cn  9c 

damagon  nl  tha  province  of  Cami«igue, 
I  took  stryf  oycins  the  provost  of  tbo 
Pretoria  for  oomuna  profit.  And,  tha  king 
knowinge  of  it,  I  overoom  it,  so  that  the  <y. 

effect. IGlossa.]  ^Coempcioun.thatitto 

KlfR,  comuta  achat  or  bying  to-gidm,  that 
Ktrt  alabliuhed  «p-on  tlie  poepit  by  iicfci* 
a  maiurs  impoticiovn,  as  tcho-to  bouBhtc  i< 
a  biiMld  co?v,  he  mosM  yeve  the  king  the 

A/le  jfflrt, [Textua.1  PnuHn,   a  conn- 

BcUler  of  Rome,  the  ricbcssea  of  the 
wbicha  Paulin  tho  lioundes  of  the  palnys. 
that  11  to  s^vn,  [fie  offlrfee,  wutden  ban  i< 
devoured  by  hope  and  oovetise,  j-it  dn™- 
Ihimautofthejowe3(sc/auWbu«)ofbem 
that  gnpeden.  And  for  as  mooho  as  tlic 
peyna  of  the  aocuiacioun  ajugod  hifom  nc 
slioldo  nat  sodeinly  henten  no  pnnissben  1 : 
wrongfully  Albin.  a  connseiller  of  Rome, 
I  patto  me  ayeins  the  bates  nnd  indi^- 
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nacioiinB  of  tho  aoonaor  Cipriazu  Is  it  nat 
thanne  y-noogh  y-eeyn,  that  I  have  pur- 

115  chased  grete  discordcs  ayeins  xny-self  ? 
But  I  onghte  be  tho  more  assured  ayeins 
alle  othre  folk  («.  Somayni\  that  for  the 
love  of  rightwisnesse  I  ne  reserved  never 
no-thing  to  my-self  to  hemward  of  the 

lio  kinges  halle,  sc  officers,  by  the  whiohe 
I  were  the  more  siker.  But  thorugh  tho 
same  acousors  aocusinge,  I  am  oon- 
dempned.  Of  the  noumbir  of  the  whiche 
accQsors  oon  Basilius,  that  whylom  was 

125  chased  out  of  the  kinges  service,  is  now 
compelled  in  aocusinge  of  my  name,  for 
nede  of  foreine  moneyo.  Also  Opilion  and 
Oaudencius  han  accused  mo,  al  be  it  so 
that  the  justice    regal   hadde   whylom 

130  demed  hem  bothe  to  go  in-to  exil  for  hir 
trecheryes  and  fraudes  withouto  noumbir. 
To  whiche  jugement  they  nolden  nat 
obeye,  but  defendeden  hem  by  the  siker- 
nesse  of  holy  houses,  that  is  to  seyn^JUdden 

>55  itUo  ttintuaries ;  and  whan  this  was  aper- 
oeived  to  the  king,  ho  comaiundode,  that 
but  they  voidede  the  citee  of  Bavenne  by 
oertein  day  assigned,  that  mon  sholde 
merken  hem  on  the  forheved  with  an  hoot 

140  }rren  and  chasen  hem  out  of  the  toune. 
Now  what  thing,  semeth  thee,  mights  ben 
lykned  to  this  crueltee  ?  For  certes,  thilke 
same  da^  was  received  the  accusinge  of 
my  name  by  thilke  same  accusors.   What 

145  may  ben  seid  her-to  ?  {quasi  diceret,  riichil). 
Hath  my  studio  and  my  cunninge  de- 
served thus ;  or  elles  the  forseide  damp- 
nacioun  Oj/  m«,  made  that  hem  rightful 
accusors  or  no  ?  (quasi  diceret,  rum).    Was 

15U  not  Fortune  ashamed  of  this  ?  Certes,  al 
hadde  nat  Fortune  ben  ashamed  that 
innocence  was  accused,  yit  oughte  she 
han  had  shame  of  the  iilthe  of  myno 
occusours. 

155  But,  axestow  in  sommo,  of  what  gilt 
I  am  accused,  men  seyn  that  I  woldo  save 
the  companye  of  the  senatours.  And 
desirest  thou  to  heren  in  what  manere  ? 
I  am  accused  that  I  sholde  han    des- 

irio  tourbed  the  accusor  to  beren  lettres,  by 
whiche  he  sholde  han  maked  the  sena- 
tonres  gilty  ayeins  the  kinges  real  ma- 
jestee.    O  maistresso,  what  demestow  of 


this  ?  Shal  I  forsake  this  blame,  that  I  no 
be  no  shame  to  thee  ?  (quasi  diceret j  non).  165 
Certes,  I  have  wold  it,  tJiat  is  to  seyn,  tlie 
savacioun  of  the  senat,  ne  I  shal  never 
leten  to  wilno  it,  and  that  I  confesse  and 
am  aknowo ;  but  the  entent-e  of  tho 
accusor  to  be  destourbod  shal  cese.  For  iji) 
shal  I  clepe  it  thanne  a  felonie  or  a  sinno 
that  I  have  desired  the  savacioun  of  tho 
ordro  of  the  senat  ?  (quari  diceret^  dubito 
quid).  And  certes  yit  hadde  thilke  same 
senat  don  by  me,  thorugh  hir  decrets  and  i75 
hir  jugements,  as  though  it  were  a  sinno 
or  a  felonie ;  tJiat  is  to  seyn,  to  wilne  the 
savacioun  of  hem  (sc.  senatus).  But  folye, 
that  lyeth  olwey  to  him-self,  may  not 
chaunge  themeriteof  thinges.  Noltrowo  i&) 
nat,  by  the  jugement  of  Socrates,  that  it 
were  leveful  to  me  to  hydo  tho  sotho, 
ne  assente  to  lesingos.  But  certos,  how 
so  over  it  be  of  this,  I  putte  it  to  gessen  or 
proison  to  the  jugement  of  thee  and  of  185 
wyse  folk.  Of  which©  thing  al  tho  ordi- 
naunce  and  the  sotho,  for  as  mocho  as 
folk  that  ben  to  comen  alter  our  dayos 
shullen  knowen  it,  I  have  put  it  in  scrip- 
ture and  in  remombraunco.  For  touching  190 
tho  lettres  falsly  maked,  by  whiche  lettres 
I  am  accused  to  han  hoped  the  fredom  of 
Borne,  what  aperteneth  me  to  spoke  ther- 
of?  Of  whiche  lettres  tho  fraude  haddo 
ben  shewed  aportly,  yif  I  haddo  hod  195 
libertee  for  to  han  used  and  been  at  tho 
confossioun  of  myno  accusours,  tho 
whiche  tiling  in  olio  nedos  hath  greet 
streng^ho.  For  what  other  fredom  may 
men  hopon  ?  Certes,  I  woldo  that  som  300 
other  fredom  mighto  ben  hoped.  I  wolde 
thanne  han  answered  by  the  wordos 
of  a  man  that  highte  Canius ;  for  whan 
ho  was  accused  by  Gaius  Cesar,  Ger- 
mejmos  sone,  that  he  (Canius)  was  know-  205 
inge  and  consentingo  of  a  conjuracioun 
y-mnkod  ayeins  him  (sc.  Oaius),  this 
Canius  answcredo  thus :  "  Yif  I  haddo 
wist  it,  thou  haddest  nat  wist  it."  In 
which  tiling  sorwe  hath  nat  so  dulled  my  aio 
wit,  that  I  ployne  only  that  shrewedo  folk 
aporailen  felonies  ayeins  vertu ;  but  I 
wondre  greet ly  how  that  they  may  per- 
forme  thinges  that  they  haddo  hoped  for  to 
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5  don.  For-why,  to  wQds  ihrewedneBae, 
that  cnmth  poriivealQTO  of  otxre  ile&ote ; 
btxC  it  is  lyk  a  tnonAtro  (mil  a  znarvaill^f 
how  that,  in  iho  prewnt  aighto  of  god, 
mfly  "ben  aohevod  and  perlbmiod  Bwiche 

V  thiuf^es  fa  every  felonnnd  mim  hath  con- 
Oflived  in  his  thought  ayeina  innocents 
For  which  thing  oon  of  thy  famileres  nat 
mukilfully  axed  thus:  "  Vif  god  ii, 
vhenues  oomon  n-ikkeds  thinges?    And 

•S  F>f  B°d  no  ii,  whsmies  (wmen  godo 
thiagea?"  Bat  al  hadde  it  bon  loveftJ 
(hat  felonoiiB  folk,  that  now  desiron  the 
blood  and  the  deeth  of  alls  gnde  men  and 
eek  of  alia  the  leaal,  han  wilned  to  gon 

lO  dcetroyen  mo,  whom  they  han  leyea 
alwey  batajlen  and  def^den  goda  men 
and  edc  al  the  senAt,  yit  bad  I  uat 
desoerved  of  the  faderec,  lAoC  itiotej/n,  of 
th»  tenatimrei,  that  they  Bholden  wilne  my 

15  destrai 


Thou 


whan  I  wolde  doon  or  soyen  any  thing, 
them  thyKlf,  olwey  preHnt,rewladostma. 
At  the  city  of  Verone,  whan  th«t  the 
|o  king,  grsdy  of  comDno  ■langbtor,  casto 
bim  to  transportoD  up  ol  the  ordre  of  the 
lenat  the  gilt  of  his  real  nugeateo,  of  the 
whiche  gilt  that  Albin  woa  accused,  with 
how  gret  BikemeoBa  of  peril  to  mo  do- 
ff fendede  I  a]  the  aenat  i  Then  woit  wol 
that  1  Beye  sooth,  ue  I  ne  avauntede  me 
never  in  preyBingeofmy-self.  Foralway, 
whan  any  wight  rocciveth  precious  renoiux 
in  avaunttnge  hlm-self  of  his  werkes,  ha 
fu  omeuosath  the  Bocree  of  his  ooDScionce. 
Bat  now  thou  mayBt  wel  aeeti  to  what 
ends  I  am  comcn  fur  myue  iDDOOeQce ; 
I  reccivo  peyne  of  iala  folonye  for  guezdon 
of  rerray  vortu.  And  what  open  con- 
US  i^BBioun  of  fckiaye  hadde  over  JngsB  BO 
acordnnnt  in  crueltoc,  thai  it  to  Kj/a,  at 
mt/n  aeaalnge  AufA,  that  either  errour  of 


,   that  ii 


clleB  CI 


a  alio  mortal 


le  of  hem,  that  it 
to  ttytx,  that  ii  ne  irKlynedt  torn  Jute  to  Aan 
pUet  or  aimpaulouH  ?  For  al-thogh  I 
hodde  ben  Hccusect  (lint  I  wolde  brenne 
holy  honse*.  and  Btrangle  preeatos  with 
ij  wikkcilc  Bworde,  or  that  I  hadde  greythed 


.  Butni 


fro  theciteeci/'ifi 

thODBand  pas,  I  am  with-outo  defence  :; 
dampued  to  proBcripcionn  and  to  (ho 
deeth,  for  the  Btndie  and  bonntees  that 
I  have  doon  to  tbo  seaat.  But  O,  wol  ben 
they  worthy  of  merite  {at  tcko  uith,  noil!, 
ther  mighte  never  .vit  non  of  ham  bo  a; 
convict  of  Bwicbo  ft  blamessmj-neis!  Of 
whicbo  trodpas,  niyne  accuS4>nrB  sayan  ful 
wol  the  dignitoo  ;  the  whicha  digniteo, 
for  they  wolden  derken  it  with  modeling 
of  Bom  folouye,  they  borott  mo  on  hand,  Jf 
and  lyeden,  that  I  haddo  point  and  de- 
fooled  my  conscioneo  with  sacrilege,  for 
ooveitise  of  digniteo.  And  cortos,  thou  thy- 
Belf,  that  art  plaunt 


mortal  thingoB ;  no  sacrilege  hadde  no 
loTo  to  ban  a  place  in  ma  bifom  thyuo 
eyeo.  For  thou  droppedest  every  day  in 
myno  eres  and  In  my  thought  thilke 
oomaundement  of  PiotagoraB,  tAat  it  to  jq 
OTyn,  men  shal  serve  to  godde,  and  not  to 
goddet.  No  it  waa  nat  oonveniont,  ih  m 
nedf,  to  taken  help  of  the  foulest  spiritee  ; 
T,  that  thou  bast  ordeined  and  Bet  in 
Bwioho  aicellence  that  thou  makedeat  me  ii; 
Ijk  to  god.  And  over  this, therightdene 
Booroe  chanmbro  of  myno  bona,  tluU  it  to 
Bfyn,  my  *nLfi  aud  tho  companya  of  myn 

wol  holy  as  worthy  to  bon  reverenced  31' 
thorugh  hia  owne  dedes,   defenden  me 
from  alle  Baspecionn  of  awich  blame.  But 
O  malice  t    For  thoy  that  accnsen  me 
taken  of  thee,  PMlomphii,  feith  of  bo  grot 
blame  1    For  they  trowen  that  I  have  bad  ^ 
aiSuitee    to    maleilce    or  tnettautitemeTit, 
by-cause    that    I    am    replenisahed   and 
fulfilled  wiih  thy  tochingoa,  and  enformed 
of  tby  tnanorei.    And  thos  it  (ofBaethnot 
only,  that  thy  reverence  ne  avalle  me  not,  }i 
but-yif  that  thoo,  of  tby  free  wille,  rMher 
bo  blemiBhed  with  myn  ofTeDclouo.     But 
cartel,  to  tho  harmca  that  I  have,  thor 
bitydeth  yit  thia  encroca  of  harm,  that 
the  geasinge  and  the  jugement  of  moche  31 
folk  ne  looken  no-thing  to  the  doaortea  of 


(S>oe((tu«.    Q^ooft  I :  Qlleire  v. 


137 


thingM,  bnt  only  to  the  aventaro  of 
fortune;  and  jugen  that  only  swiche 
thinges  ben  purveyed  of  god,  whiche  that 

530  temporel  weleftdnesse  commendcth. 

Glose.  A$  thus:  that^  yif  a  wight  have 
protperUee,  he  is  a  good  man  and  worthy  to 
han  that  proeperitee;  and  whoso  haih 
adversUee^  he  is  a  wikked  many  and  god 

i^S  hath  forsake  him,  and  he  is  worthy  to  Turn 
that  adversitee.     This  is  the  opinioun  of 

some  folk. ^And    ther-of  comth    that 

good  gesainge,  first  of  alle  thing,  forsaketh 
wrecches  :  certes,  it  greveth  me  to  thinke 

S3P  right  now  the  dyvorse  sentences  that  the 
poeple  seith  of  me.  And  thus  moche 
I  seye,  that  the  laste  charge  of  oontrarious 
fortune  is  this :  that,  whan  that  any 
blame  is  leyd  upon  a  caitif,  men  wenen 

335  that  he  hath  deserved  that  he  suffroth. 
And  I,  that  am  put  awoy  fro  gode  men, 
and  despoiled  of  dignitees,  and  defouled 
of  my  name  by  gessinge,  have  suffred 
torment  for  my  gode  dedes.    Certes,  me 

^^o  semeth  that  I  see  the  felonous  covines  of 
wikked  men  habounden  in  joye  and  in 
gladneese.  And  I  see  that  every  lorel 
fthapeth  him  to  finde  out  nowo  fraudes  for 
to  accuse  gode  folk.     And  I  see  that  gode 

545  men  beth  overthrowen  for  drede  of  my 
peril ;  and  every  luxurious  tourmentour 
dar  doon  alle  felonye  unpunisshed  and 
ben  excited  therto  by  yiftes ;  and  inno- 
cents ne  ben  not  only  despoiled  of  siker- 

550  nesse  but  of  defence  ;  and  therforo  me  list 
to  cry  en  to  god  in  this  wj-se  : — 

Hktbs  V.     O  stelliferi  conditor  orbis. 

O  thou  maker  of  the  whelo  that  bereth 
the  sterres,  which  that  art  y-fastned  to 
thy  perdurable  chayer,  and  tomest  the 
hevene  with  a  ravisshing  sweigh,  and 
5  constreinest  the  sterres  to  suffren  thy 
lawe ;  so  that  the  mone  som-t>iuo  shjming 
with  hir  fill  homos,  meting  with  olle  the 
hemes  of  the  sonne  hir  brother,  hydeth 
the  sterres  that  ben  Icsse  ;  and  somtyme, 
lu  whan  the  mone,  pale  with  hir  dcrko 
homes,  approcheth  the  sonne,  leseth  hir 
lightes ;  and  that  the  ove-sterre  Hesperus, 
whiche  that  in  the  first 0  tyme  of  the  night 


bringeth  forth  hir  colde  arysingos,  comoth 
eft  ayein  hir  used  cours,  and  is  pale  by  15 
the  morwe  at  the  rj-sing  of  the  sonno,  and 
is  thanne  cleped  Lucifer.  Thou  restreinost 
the  day  by  shorter  dwelling,  in  the  tyme, 
of  colde  winter  that  maketh  the  leves  to 
falle.  Thou  dividest  the  swifte  tydos  of  20 
the  night,  whan  the  bote  somer  is  comen. 
Thy  might  atemprcth  the  variaunts 
sesons  of  the  yere  ;  so  that  Zephirus  the 
debonoir  wind  bringeth  ayein,  in  the  first 
somer  sesounj  the  leves  that  the  wind  that  35 
highte  Boreas  hath  refl  awcy  in  autumpne, 
that  is  to  seyn^  in  the  laste  ends  of  somer ; 
and  the  sedes  that  the  st«rre  that  highto 
A  returns  saw,  ben  waxen  hcye  comes 
whan  the  sterre  Sirius  eschaufoth  hem.  30 
Ther  nis  no-thing  unbounde  from  his  olde 
lawe,  no  forleteth  thewcrko  of  hispropre 
estat.  O  thou  govemour,  g^veminge 
alle  tliingcs  hy  certoin  cndc,  why  ro- 
fusostow  only  to  govcrno  the  workcs  of  35 
men  by  dowo  manoro?  Why  suHrest 
thou  that  slydinge  fortune  tomoth  so 
greto  entrechauugingos  of  thinges,  so  that 
anoyous  peyno,  that  sholde  dewely 
punisshe  felouns,  punissheth  innocents'?  40 
And  folk  of  wikkodo  maneres  sitten  in 
heye  chayrcs,  and  anoyinge  folk  treden, 
and  that  unrightfully,  on  the  uekkes  of 
holy  men?  And  vortu,  clor-sh^iiinge 
naturelly,  is  hid  in  dcrko  derkenesses,  and  45 
the  rightful  man  beroth  the  blame  and 
the  pojTie  of  the  feloun.  Ne  forsweringo 
ne  the  fraudo,  covered  and  kembd  with 
a  fals  colour,  uo  anoyoth  nat  to  shrowes ; 
the  whiche  shrewcs,  whan  hem  list  to  5" 
usen  hir  strengtho,  they  rcjoyseu  hem  to 
putten  under  hem  the  soveroyne  kinges, 
whiche  that  people  with-outen  noumbro 
dredcn.  O  thou,  what  so  ever  thou 
lie  that  knittcst  alio  bondes  of  thinges,  55 
loko  on  thise  wrecchedo  erthes  ;  wo  men 
that  ben  nat  a  foulo  party,  but  a  fayr 
party  of  so  grote  a  work,  wo  ben  tormented 
in  this  soo  of  fortune.  Thou  govemour, 
withdraw  and  rcstrcyno  the  ravisshingo  fx) 
flodcs,  and  fastne  and  forme  thiso  erthes 
stable  with  thilke  bondo,  with  whicho 
thou  governest  the  hevene  that  is  so 
large.' 


F  3 
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Whim  I  hnd-io,  vrith  acontiimrl  «orwe. 
sobbed  or  barken  oat  thiae  tbingeSf  slie 
with  hir  chare  poaibla,  ttnd  no-thing 
smooTed  wiih  mj'  oomplointeg,  nids  then : 
S  '  Whan  I  aay  the?, '  quod  she.  '  BOrwclnl 
nnd  vepin^,  I  wiste  anon  that  thnu  ^ore 

how  for  th3-na  eiile  wM,  yif  thy  tale  ne 
baCde  aheweil  it  to  me.  Bot  ccrtea,  ai  be 
lu  thoa  fer  fro  thy  contree,  thoQ  bart  n&t 
pat  oat  of  it ;  but  thouhaat  (ailed  of  thy 
■weye  end  gon  amis.     And  yil  thon  hast 

thy  contreo,  than  host  thoa  put  out  thy- 
isself rnthprthnnan.vothorwighthath.  For 
no  wight  bnt  tby4etf  ne  mlghte  never 
Iian  don  that  to  thee.  For  yif  thoa  ro- 
membreof  what  (ontree  thoa  art  bom,  it 
ni»  nat  eo'*"'^^  (T  omparonrB,  no  by 
lo  govemement  of  mnltitnde,  as  "weren  tho 

and  oo  king,  and  (hai  iM  god,  tfuU  it  lord  of 


;   whic 


e  Ibat 


lenience  of  my  bokos.  And  certeinljr  of 
thy  dcBortea,  bistowod  in  comnne  good,  So 
tfaoa  hast  seid  Booth,  bat  after  the  nmlti- 
tnde  of  thy  gnde  dedos,  thou  hast  seid 
fewe  i  and  of  the  honeatee  or  of  the  fnla- 
DMse  of  tbingei  that  ben  aposed  ayoin* 
thee,  tbon  bait  rememfared  thinges  that  $5 
ben  knowon  to  alia  folk.  And  of  the 
felonyei  and  f^aadel  of  thyne  aoonsonra, 
it  lemath  thee  havo  y-tonched  it  foraothe 
rightftilly  and  shortly,  al  mighton  tho 

voosely  ben  oooth  io  the  montho  of  the 
poeple  that  knoweth  al  tbii.  Thon  bait 
eek  blamed  gretly  and  compleined  of  the 
wrongful  dede  of  tho  lenat.  And  thoa 
hast  sorwed  for  my  blame,  and  thou  halt  fij 
wopea  for  tho  damage  of  thy  renoautfaat 
is  apayrcd ;  and  thy  laste  sorwe  eiohaofede 
oyoini    fortune,    and    oompleinoat    that 

the  deierteB  of  folk.     And  in  the  Utere  /« 
ends  of  thy  wode  Muse,  thon  preyedest 
that  thilke  pees  that  govemet^  the  hoveno 
shiilde  goixme  the  crtbe.     But  for  that 


of  tho  dwelling  of  hisc  ciloiencs,  aud  nat 
rj  for  to  pntto  hem  in  eicil  ;  of  (he  whicho 
lorde  it  is  a  p'tverayne  fredom  to  bo 
governed  by  the  brydel  of  him  and  obrye 
to  his  justice.  Hnstow  forj-cton  thilke 
right  olde  law«  of  thy  cites,  iu  the  whicho 
)o  citee  it  is  ordeined  and  establissbed,  tliat 
for  what  wight  that  hath  lever  foanden 

wher,  he  ma.v  nat  be  exiled  by  no  right 
from  that  place?      For  who-so   that  is 

■J,  contpned  in-with  the  palis  and  the  cloiof 
tbilko  citee,  tber  nis  no  drede  that  ho 
may  deserve  to  ben  exiled.  But  who-so 
Ibat  letcth  the  wil  for  to  enbahite  Ihero, 
he  forloteth  also  to  deserve  to  ben  eit«icin 

J.  ofthilkooitee.  So  that  I  aey,  that  the 
face  of  this  |>htco  no  movcth  mo  nat  so 
mochcl  as  thjuo  owne  face.  Ke  I  axe  nat 
rather  the  waUes  of  thy  libraria,  apor- 
ayled  and  wronght  with  yvory  and  with 

15  ghu,  than  after  the  acta  of  thy  thonght. 
In  whiche  I  putt*  nat  whylom  bokoa,  but 
I  putte  that  that  maketh  bakes  worthy  of 
pryi  UE  precious,   that  ii  to  seyn,  the 


manye  ■ 


lod  tbee,  and  sorwe  and  ire  and  75 
wcpinge  to-drawen  theo  dyveraely ;  aa 
then  art  now  Itebla  of  thonght,  migbtier 
remedies  no  shiillcn  nat  yit  toochon  thee, 
fur  whiche  we  vol  nscn  lomdel  lighter 
medicines  :  so  tbat  tbilko  pasiiouns  that  So 
hen  woien  harde  iu  swcUinge,  by  portor- 
badouni     flowing    in-to    thy    thonght, 

tho  strengths  of  a  moro  mighty  and  more 
egra  medicine,  by  on  eaier  touchinge.  s^ 


TChan  that  tho  bevy  sterre  of  the 
Caucre  eschaufath  by  Ilia  bemei  of  Fhe- 
bus,  thai  ii  Co  Myn,  vhan  Oua  PhAta  Vie 
tonne  u  in  tiit  tigfte  of  the  Cancrt,  wh&«o 
ycvoth  thanne  lar^ly  hise  sedea  to  the  5 
feldes  that  refnsen  to  receiven  hem,  lot 
him  gon,  faigyled  of  troat  that  he  hadde 
to  bis  com,  to  acorn*  of  okea.  Yif  tbon 
volt  gadre  violettea,  ne  go  than  not  to 


tl 
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10  the  pxurptir  wode  whan  the  feld,  chirk- 
i^S^i  agryscth  of  colde  by  the  felnesse  of 
the  'vrinde  that  highte  Aqoilon.  Yif  thon 
desirest  or  wolt  asen  grapes,  ne  seke  thoa 
natf  with  a  glotonoas  hond,  to  streyne 

15  and  presse  the  stalkes  of  the  vine  in  the 
ferst  gomer  sosoiin  ;  for  Bachns,  the  god 
of  W3me,  hath  rather  yeven  hiso  yiites  to 
aatompne,  the  later  eruU  0/ tomer.  Gknl 
tokneth  and  assigneth  the  tymes,  ablingo 

so  hem  to  hir  propres  offices ;  no  he  no 
snffreth  nat  the  stoundes  whiche  that 
him-self  hath  devyded  and  constreyned 
to  ben  y-medled  to-gidere.  And  forthy 
he  that  forletcth  certein  ordznannce  of 

-5  doinge  by  over-throwingo  wey,  he  ne  hath 
no  glade  issae  or  ende  of  hia  werkca. 

PaosK  YL    Primum  igitur  paterime  me 
pauculis  rogaciofUbu*. 

First  woltow  goffre  me  to  tonche  and 
aasaye  the  ostat  of  thy  thought  by  a  fewe 
demanndes,  bo  that  I  may  understonde 
what  bo  tho  mancre  of  thy  coracioun  ?  * 

5  Boece,  ^  Axe  me/  quod  I,  *  at  thy  wille, 
what  thoa  wolt,  and  I  shal  answere.* 

Tho  seide  she  thas :  *  Whether  we- 
nestow,*  quod  she,  *that  thia  world  be 
governed    by    foolish    happes    and   for- 

w  tnnona,  or  elles  that  there  bo  in  it  any 
govemement    of   resonn  ? '  '  Certes,' 

qaod  I,  *  I  ne  trowe  nat  in  no  manere, 
that  so  certein  thingos  sholde  bo  moeved 
by  fortonons  fortune  ;  but  I  wot  wol  that 

15  god,  maker  and  mayster,  is  govornonr  of 
his  werk.  Ne  never  nas  yit  day  that 
mighte  putte  me  out  of  tho  sothnesse  of 
that  sentence.' 

*So  is  it,*  quod  she;  'for  the  same 

xi  thing  songo  thou  a  litel  her-bifom,  and 
biweyledest  and  biweptest,  that  only  men 
weren  put  out  of  the  cure  of  god.  For  of 
alio  other  thinges  thou  no  doutedest  nat 
that  they  nere  governed  by  resoun.     But 

2$  owh  !  (i,  pape !)  I  wondre  gretly,  certes, 
why  that  thou  art  syk,  sin  that  thou  art 
put  in  so  holsom  a  sentence.  But  lat  us 
leken  depper;  I  conjecte  that  ther  lak- 
keth  I  not  nere  what.     But  sey  me  this  * 

jo  tin  that  thoa  ne  doatest  nat  that  this 

F 


world  bo  governed  by  god,  with  whiche 
governailcs  takcstow  hede  that  it  is 
governed  ? '  '  Unnothe,'  quod  I,  '  knowe 
I  the  sentence  of  thy  questiouu ;  so  that 
I  ne  may  nat  yit  answeren  to  thy  de-  35 
manndes.' 

'  I  nas  nat  deceived,'  quod  she,  'that 
ther  ne  failoth  somwhat,  by  whiche  the 
malady e  of  thy  perturbocioun  is  crept 
in-to  thy  thought,  so  as  tho  strengthe  of  40 
the  palis  chyning  is  open.  But  soy  mo 
this  :  rcmembrest  thou  what  is  the  ende 
of  thinges,  and  whider  that  tho  cnten- 
cioun  of  alio  kinde  tcndeth  ?  '  *  I  have 
herd  it  told  som-tyme,'  quod  I ;  *  but  45 
drcrinesse  hath  dulled  my  memorie.' 

'Certes,'  qur>d  she,  'thou  wost  wel 
whonncs  that  alle  thinges  ben  comen  and 
prrxjcdeth?  '  '  I  wot  wel,'  quod  I,  and 
answorode,  that '  god  is  beginning  of  aL'  5u 

'  And  how  may  this  be, '  quod  she, '  that, 
sin  thou  knowest  the  beginning  of 
thinges,  that  thou  ne  knowest  nat  what 
is  the  ende  of  thinges  ?  But  swiche  ben 
the  customes  of  perturbaciouns,  and  this  55 
power  they  han,  that  they  may  moeve 
a  man  out  of  his  place,  that  is  to  Myn,  fro 
the  stablenes  and  per/eccioun  qf  hia  knouy- 
ingf ;  but,  certes,  they  may  nat  al  arace 
him,  no  alione  him  in  aL  But  I  wolde  60 
that  thou  woldcst  answere  to  this : 
remembrestow  that  thou  art  a  man?' 
'Why  sholde  I  nat  remembro  that?' 
quo<l  I. 

'  Maystow  nat  telle  me  thanne,'  quod  65 
she,  '  what  thing  is  a  man  ? '     '  Axestow 
mo  nat,'  quod   I,   'whether    that  I  be 
a  resonable  mortal  beest  ?   I  woot  wel,  and 
I  confesse  wel  that  I  am  it.' 

'  Wistestow  never  yit  that  thou  were  70 
any  other  thing?*    quod  she.  'No,' 

quod  I. 

'  Now  woot  I,'  quod  she, '  other  cause  of 
thy  maladye,  and  that  right  grete.  Thou 
hast  leit  for  to  knowen  thy-self,  what  75 
thou  art ;  thorugh  whiche  I  have  pleynly 
foundcn  the  cause  of  thy  maladye,  or  elles 
the  entree  of  rccoveringe  of  thyn  hole, 
For-why,  for  thou  art  confounded  with 
foryeting  of  thy-self,  for-thy  sorwestow  80 
that  thoa  art  exiled  of  thy  propre  goodea. 

5 
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thingeg,  for-tby  domeitow  that  falonou 

and  wikke<l  men  ben  miglity  and  weleftiL 

P,i  Arid  for  thon  hiut  forjcten  by  wbiche 


f|.  bnt. 


n  grete  . 


I  thanks  the  nnctor  and  tho  maker  of 
hale,  thnC  naturo  liittb  not  aI  fbrloMn 
th«e,  I  linve  grct«  ncidMhingei  of  th]^ 
hcU,  and  tbot  is,  ths  sotho  sentenoo  of 
.15  gm-enmnnco  cif  the  worldo  ;  that  then 
liilciiist  that  tliB  gDverninga  of  it  nis  uat 
Enbject  ne  undenmt  to  the  folio  of  thJM 
bnpijea  avontnroiu,  but  to  the  resonn  of 
god.     And  Ibor-for  ilonto  thee  no-thing ; 

■III  tiir  of  this  litel  spark  thyn  beta  of  Iff 
ihal  shyne.  Bat  fur  na  mocbe  as  it  !■ 
nut  tymo  jit  of  faster  remedies,  and  the 
nature  nf  thonghtos  deceived  is  this, 
that  as  oflo  lu  they  caston  awey  solha 

iDj  opinioons,  they  dothcn    hem    in    &Ue 

derkenesso  of  |<ertiirbacioun  wexeth  np, 
tliat  Donfomiilcth  tho  vorray  insighte  : 
and  tliat  dcrkenesse  shal  I  assayo  som- 
11"  what  to  roaken  tbinno  and  wnyk  by 
li^htoanil  mcncliclio  rctncdici;  bo  that, 


after  that  the  derkenesie  of  deoeivingn 
dasiringsB  ii  don  awey,  thon  move  knowo 
the  shyninge  of  verray  light. 

MinKi  VII.  XubOnu  alrli. 
The  Bterres,  covorod  with  l>lBke  cloades. 
ne  mowen  yelen  s-donn  no  light.  Yiftho 
tronble  wind  that  bight  Anster,  turning 
and  walwinge  the  see,  medleth  tho  bete, 
(Ant  U  lo  teyn,  Uu  bonllng  tip  from  Vit  5 
hotme;  the  -wawes,  that  wbylom  weren 
olere  as  gins  and  lyke  to  tba  faiia  ctero 
dayeSt  vithstandfl  anon  tho  sigbtoa  of  men 
by  tbe  fllthe  and  ordtiro  that  ii  roolrcd. 
And  the  fletinge  streem,  that  royletb  ■" 
donn  iyyetAy  Ho  heye  monntaignos,  is 
arested  and  resisted  ofte  tymo  by  the 
cnconntringe  of  a  stoon  tliat  is  departed 
and  iWlon  ftom  »om  rocho.  And  for- 
tby,  yif  thon  wolt  loken  and  demon  i,"; 
■ooth  with  oleer  light,  and  holden  tho 
T»ey  with  a  right  path,  woyi'o  thon  joye, 
dryf  fto  thee  drode,  flemo  thon  hope,  nn 
laC  no  sorwe  apruche  ;  lluit  ii  to  teyn,  lat 
BOB  tif  tllbf /jur  poMiouiu  owr-cuni«B  thre  m 
or  blftute  thte.  For  clondy  and  derke  i^ 
thiike  thonght,  and  bonnde  with  brydles. 
whoro-AS  thiso  thinges  regnen.' 


Explicit  Liber  Primna. 


Pbobe  I.    Poitea  paaUtptr  i 


lAt  who  mifjlilf  teyn  thvt:  AJtfr  thitt 
.'i  ihii^a  sAe  (tints  a  HUl;  and  whan  iA« 
ajterceiTid  by  atempn  atiH^nrtae  thai  I  loof 
/■Hlenti/  lo  herkene  Air,  the  btgan  to  (pel's  In 
IhUmiK):  >Yiri,'<inodsbe, 'haronnder- 
sCnndon  and  knowcn  oatrely  the  cansos 
i»and  tho  habit  of  thy  maladye,  thon 
langnissest  and  art  dofefed  for  doayr  and 
tnlcnt  of  thy  rather  fortanc.    She,  that 


like  Fortune  only,  that  ia  chatingod.  ns 

thovi  feynesl.  tn  thee-n-ard,  hath  pervcno-l 
tliaclaerneasoaiidthocstntofthycomgc.  .; 
I  nndorstondo  ths  fQlfr-foldo  colours  niid 
deceites   of   thilko    merv-eilons  monstn' 

ramihu-itea  with  hem  that  she  onlbreeth 
to  biKV-lo;  8oloiise,tilthatshoconf»nndc  J. 
with  nnsnfFerfible  sorwe  horn  tliat  she 
hathlotlin  despei-r  nnpnrveyed.  Asd.rif 
thon  remambros't  wel  tho  kindo,  tho 
manorea,  and  the  dosert  of  thiike  Fortimc, 
thon  Shalt  wel  knows  that,  as  in  bir,  (■ 
thoa  never  na  haddast  no  bast  y-loat  any 
fair  thing.     Bat,  m  I  trowe,  I  shal  nnt 
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gretly  travailen  to  do  thee  remembren  on 
thiae  thinges.  For  thou  were  wont  to 
i^>  hnrtelen  and  despysen  hir,  with  manly 
wordes,  whan  she  was  blaundissingo  and 
present,  and  pnrsewedest  hir  with  sen- 
tences that  were  drawen  out  of  myn 
entree,  that  is  to  aeyn^  out  o/myn  informiO- 

ns  eioun.  But  no  sodein  mntacionn  no 
bitydeth  nat  with-onte  a  manere  channg- 
inge  of  corages  ;  and  so  is  it  befallen  that 
then  art  a  litcl  departed  f^  the  pees  of 
rhy  thonght. 

4ft  But  now  is  tyme  that  thon  drinko  and 
atasto  some  softe  and  delitable  thinges  ; 
so  that,  whan  they  ben  entred  with-in 
thee,  it  roowe  maken  wey  to  strengero 
'Irinkes  of  medicjrnes.    Com  now  forth 

45  therforo  the  snasionn  of  swetenesso  re- 
thorien,  whiche  that  goth  only  the  right 
wey,  whyl  sho  forsaketh  nat  myno 
ostAtats.  And  with  Bhetorioe  00m  forth 
Mnsice,    a   damisel    of  our   hons,  that 

,9}  singeth  now  lighter  moedes  or  proladowu^ 
now  hevyer.  What  eyleth  thee,  man? 
What  is  it  that  hath  cast  thee  in-to 
mominge  and  in-to  wepinge?  I  trowo 
that  thou  hast  sejm  som  newo  thing  and 

^x,  anconth.  Thon  wenest  that  Fortnne  bo 
f^hannged  ayein  thee ;  but  thou  wenest 
MfcTong,  yif  thou  that  wene.  Alwey  tho 
hen  hir  maneres ;  she  hath  rather  kept, 
as  to  thco-ward,  hir  propre  stablenesse  in 

^>  the  chaunginge  of  hir-self.  Bight  swich 
was  she  whan  she  flatered  thoe,  and 
'leceived  thee  with  unlevoful  lykinges  of 
:nls  welcftilnease.  Thou  hast  now  knowen 
and  ataynt  the  doutous  or  double  visage 

65  of  thilke  blindo  goddesse  Fortune.  She, 
that  yit  covereth  hir  and  wimpleth  hir 
tn  nther  folk,  hath  shewotl  hir  every- 
4el  to  thee.  Yif  thou  aprovest  hir  and 
thenkest  that  sho  is  good,  use  hir  maneres 

;i)  and  pleyne  thee  nat.  And  yif  thou 
agrysest  hir  falso  trecherye,  desp3r8e  and 
oast  awey  hir  that  pleyoth  so  harmfally  ; 
for  she,  that  is  now  cause  of  so  muche 
sorwo  to  thoe,  sholde  ben  cause  to  thee  of 

75  pees  and  of  joye.  She  hath  forsaken  thee, 
forsothe ;  the  whiche  that  never  man 
may  ben  siker  that  sho  no  shal  forsake 
him. Glose.  But  nathelety  tome  hokes 


Turn  the  text  thus:    For  sotho,  sho  hath 
forsaken  thee,  ne  thcr  nis  no  man  siker  Po 

that  she  no  hath  nat  forsaken. 

Holdostow    than    thilko    welefulncsso 
precious  to  thoe  that  shal  possen  ?    And 
is  present  Fortune  deroworthe  to  theo, 
which  that  nis  nat  feithful  for  to  dwollc ;  K5 
and,    whan    she   goth   awoy,    that    sho 
bringeth  a  wight  in  sorwo  ?    For  sin  sho 
may  nat  ben  with-holden  at  a  mannes 
willo,  sho  makcth  him  a  wreccho  whan 
she  departeth  fro  him.  What  other  thing  <;<, 
is  flittinge  Fortune  but  a  manor  showing© 
of  wrocchedncsse  that  is  to  comen  ?    No 
it  no  suffyseth  nat  only  to  loken  on  thingo 
that  is  present  bifom  the  eycn  of  a  man. 
But  wisdom  lokcth  and  amesureth  tho  y.s 
endo  of  thinges ;  and  tho  same  chaung- 
inge from  oon  in-to  an-other,  tJiat  ia  to 
aeyriy  from   adversitee   in-to    prosperitee, 
maketh  that  the  mnnaces  of  Fortune  no 
ben  nat  for  to  dredcn,  ne  the  flateringcs  nv 
of  hir  to  ben  desired.     Thtis,  at  tho  laste, 
it  bihoveth  thee  to  suffren  with  cveno 
willo  in  pocienco  al  that  is  don  in-with  tho 
floor  of  Fortune,  tJiat  is  to  seyn,  in  this 
worlds  sin  thou  hast  ones  put  thy  nckko  w^ 
under  tho  yok  of  hir.     For  yif  thou  wolt 
wryten  a  lawe  of  wendiuge  and  of  dwell- 
inge  to  Fortune,  whiche  that  thou  hast 
chosen  frcly  to  ben  thy  lady,  artow  nat 
wrongful  in  that,  and  makest  Fortune  no 
wroth  and  aspere  by  thyn   inpatience, 
and  yit  thou  mayst   nat  chaunge  hir? 
Yif  thou  committest  and  bitakest  thy 
sailes  to  the  windo,  thou  ehalt  bo  shoven, 
not  thider  that  thou  woldest,  but  whider  115 
that  the  wind  shoveth  thee.     Yif  thou 
castcst  thy  sedes  in-to  the  feldes,  thou 
sholdcst  han  in  mindo  that  the  yeres  ben, 
amoiiges,    other- why lo    plentevous    and 
other-whylo  bareyne.    Thou  hast  bitaken  uo 
thy-self  to  tlie  govemaunce  of  Fortune, 
and    for-thy    it    bihoveth   thee    to    ben 
obeisaunt  to  the  maneres  of  thy  lady. 
Enforcest  thou  thee  to  aresten  or  with- 
holden  tho  swiftnesse  and  tho  sweigh  of  125 
hir  tuminge  whole  ?    O  thou  fool  of  alio 
mortal  fooles,  if  Fortune  bigan  to  dwello 
stable,   she  cescdo  thanno  to  ben  For- 
tune ! 


SIuKius.   l$»i  n :  (gutn  I. 


Whan  Fortune  with  n  prond  right 
band  hath  tomcd  hir  channginge 
jtonndoa,  she  ffirctU  Ivk  the  manorea  of 
tbo  boillu^  Eurj^. GIoml.    Eurjffie 

,•:  li  an  arm  o/  the  tre  that  ebbelli  and 
JtoweUi;    and  aom-tynte   ttu  rtraem    it   on 

0  ii)de,   and  tom-tyme   on   Iht   other. 

Text.  She,  omel  Fortano,  cSBteth  Bdoim 
kiagos  that  whj-lom  vereD  7-drBdi  and 

III  obe,  ileceiv&ble,  CDhaanseth  up  the  hum- 
bio  chero  of  him  that  is  disiwmfited. 
Na  8he  noitlier  hereth  no  rekkath  of 
wrecchede  wppinges;  au<l8heifl  so  hard 
that  she  langhcth  and  scomoth  the  wcp- 

1.7  iugoa  uf  hrm,  the  whicha  she  bath  mskod 
wepe  with  hir  free  wille.  Thai  she 
pluyoth,  and  thns  she  proeveth  hir 
itrengthes  ;  and  shewoth  a  greet  voDder 
to  alls  hir  sorvaanteg,  jif  tliat  k  wight 

r>  is  leyn  welolnl,  and  oTerthrowa  lu  an 


Paosi  II.     VeUtm  auttrnjuaita  Uxun. 

Certes,  I  wolde  ploteu  with  thee  a  fewa 

thinKos,  usinge  the  wordes  of  Fortone; 

tak  hede  now  thy-sclf,  fif  that  she  axeth 

right.     "0  thon  man,  whor-foro  maketit 

5  thou  mogiltybrthyneevory-dayesrleyn- 
JDges?  What  wrong  have  I  don  thoe? 
"miat  goodea  hava  I  bireft  thea  tHat 
woren  throe?  Stiyf  or  pleCe  with  mo, 
hifore  what  jnge  that  thoa  wait,  of  the 

tu  poasessionn  of  richessea  or  of  dignitnes. 
And  yif  thon  mayst  shewen  me  that  ever 
any  mortal  man  hath  rooeivi?d  any  of  tbo 
thinges  to  bon  hise  in  propro,  than  wol 
I  grauDl«  frely  that  alio  thilke  thingoa 

[5  weroD  thyne  whiche  that  thon  axest. 
Whan  that  nature  broogbte  thee  forth 
ontof  thy  moder  wombo,  I  receyved  thsa 
naked    and    nedy  of  alio  thingea,   and 


.sshode    thea   ^ 


I  environnde  thee  with  alle  the  abonn- 


dance  and  ihyninge  of  alia  goode*  that 
ben  in  Tay  right.     Now  it  lyketh  me  to  3f 
wi(h.draweo  my  hand;    thoa  bast  had 
grace  as   he  that  hath  used  of  foreine 
goodes ;    thou  hast  no  right  to  pleyne 
thee,  a«  though  thoa  baddest  oatr^  for- 
lorn alle  thy  thinges.    Whypleyneat  thon  .V. 
thaona  F     I  have  dona  thoe  no  wrong. 
Richessas,    honours,    and    swiche   other 
thinges  ben  of  my  right.     My  aarvaantes 
knowen  mo  for  hir  lady;    they  oomen 
with  ma,  and  departen  whan  I  wende.  .1.1 
I  dar  wel  aflennen  hardily,  that  yif  tbo 
thinges,  of  whioh  thou  pleynest  that  thoa 
hast  forlorn,  hadde  bini  thyne,  thon  ne 
haddast  not  lorn  hem.     Sbal  I  thanne 
only  bon  defended  to  luen  my  right?  4' 
Cortes,  it  is  lerefiil  to  the  bevene  to  make 
olers  dayes,  and,  >ft«r  that,  to  coveren 
tho  same  dayes  with  derke  nighl«&    Tl>o 
yeer  hath  cek  lore  to    apparailon    tho 
Tisage  of  the  ertho,  now  with  fionras  and  4J 
jtow  with  frtiit,  and  to  oonfonnden  hem 

The  aee  hath  eek  his  right  to  ben  som- 
blaandishing    1 


aothew 


itedefast,  1 


nhoi 


onth  t 


1  that  stedati 


id  this  ploy  1  ploye  con- 
tinuoly.  I  tome  the  whirlinge  wheel 
with  the  toming  cercle ;  I  am  glad  to 
ohanngen  the  loweit  to  the  heyest,  and 
the  heyest  to  the  lowest.  Worth  up,  if  fie 
thon  wolt,  so  it  be  by  this  lawe,  that  thon 
ne  holde  nat  that  1  do  thoe  wronge  thogh 
thoa  descondo  adoon,  whan  the  resouii  of 
my  pley  axeth  it.  Wistest  thon  nat 
h<jw  Cresnl,  the  king  of  Lydiens,  of  f,^ 
whiche  king  Cyrus  was  fnl  soro  agaat 
a  ILtal  bifom,  that  this  rewliche  Creaos 
was  caught  of  Cyrus  and  lad  to  tho  frr  to 
lion  brent,  bat  that  a  r^n  deacendedo 
iloun  fro  heveno  that  roeoowode  bim  f  7^' 
And  is  it  out  of  thy  minde  bow  that 
Panlns,  oonsnl  of  Brane,  whan  he  hadde 
taken  the  king  of  Farciena,  weep  pitoosly 
for  the  captlvitea   of  the   lelf  kinge? 


Q^oetQtue.    (£^oofi  n:  (proee  in. 
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75  What  other  thing  Liwailen  the  cryinges 
of  tragedies  but  only  the  dedes  of  Fortune, 
that  with  an  nnwar  stroke  overtometh 
realmes  of  grete  nobloy  ? Close.  TVa- 


ffedie  it  to  aeyHj  a  diUe  of  a  proaperitee  /or 

8u  a  tyme^  that  etnUth  in  tcrecchednesae. 

Lemedest  nat  thou  in  Greke^  whan  thou 
were  yonge,  that  in  the  entree,  or  in  the 
ceJere,  of  Jupiter,  ther  hen  couched  two 
tonnes ;  that  on  is  ful  of  good,  that  other 

S5  is  fnl  of  harm  ?    What  right  hast  thou  to  ■ 
plejne,  yif  thou  hast  taken  more  plente- 
vously  of  the  gode  syde,  that  is  to  aeyn^  of 
my  rtcAeawt  and  profperitea;  and  what 
eek  if  I  ne  be  nat  al  departed  fro  thee  ? 

9**  What  eek  y\f  my  mutabilitee  yiveth  thee 
rightful  cause  of  hope  to  ban  yit  bcter 
thinges  ?  Natheles  dismaye  thee  nat  in 
thy  thought ;  and  thou  that  art  put  in 
the  comune  realmo  of  alle,  no  dcsyre  nat 

95  to  liven  by  thyn  only  propro  right. 

HrrKX  IL     Si  qitanttu  rapidia  flatihua 
incitus. 

Thongh  Plcntec,  that  ia  goddesae  of 
riehauf«j  hielde  adoun  with  ful  horn,  and 
withdrawoth  nat  hir  hand,  as  many 
richesses  as  the  see  tometh  upward 
5  sandes  whan  it  is  moeved  with  raxissh- 
inge  blastes,  or  elles  as  many  richesses 
MM  ther  sbynen  brighte  sterres  on  hevcno 
on  the  sterry  nightes;  yit,  for  al  that, 
mankinde  nolde  not  cese  to  wcpe  wrecch- 

to  ede  pleyntes.  And  al  be  it  so  that  god 
recejrveth  gladly  hir  preyers,  and  yiveth 
them  (as  fool-large)  mocho  gold,  and 
aparaileth  coveitous  men  with  noblo  or 
dere  honours  :    yit  semeth   hem  haven 

>5y-gcten  no-thing,  but  alwey  hir  cruel 
ravyne,  devonringe  al  that  they  han 
geten,  sheweth  other  gapinges ;  t?uU  ia  to 
feya,  gapen  and  deayren  yit  after  mo  rich- 
eaaea.   What  brydles  mighten  withholden, 

so  to  any  certein  onde,  the  desordenee  cove- 
tiie  of  men,  whan,  ever  the  rather  that  it 
fleteth  in  large  yiftes,  the  more  ay  bren- 
neth  in  hem  the  thurst  of  havingo  ? 
Certes  he  that,  quakinge  and  dredful, 

35  weneth  him-solven  nedy,  he  ne  livoth 
Dtv«r-more  riche.*' 


Peobe  III.     Iliia  igitur  ai  pro  an  tecum 
Fortuna  loqueretur. 


Therfor,  yif  that  Fortune  spake  with 
thee  for  hir-self  in  this  manere,  for-sothe 
thou  ne  haddest  nat  what  thou  mightest 
answcro.  And,  if  thou  hast  any-thing 
wherwith  thou  ma3'est  rightfully  de-  5 
fendcn  thy  complcint,  it  behoveth  thee 
to  showen  it ;  and  I  wol  yeven  thee  space 
to  tellen  it. '  Boece.  '  Certeynly,'  quod 
I  tbanno,  Hhiso  beth  faire  thinges, 
and  enointed  with  hony  swetenesse  of  ic 
rethorike  and  musike  ;  and  only  whyl 
they  ben  herd  they  ben  delicious.  But  to 
wrecches  is  a  dopper  felinge  of  harm ; 
this  ia  to  aeyny  tJiat  wrecches  felen  the 
harmea  that  they  auffren  more  grevoualy  15 
than  the  rem^diea  or  the  delitea  of  thiss 
u'ordea  motcen  gladen  or  comforten  hem  ;  so 
that,  whan  thise  thinges  stinten  for  to 
soune  in  ores,  the  sorwe  that  is  inset 
grovoth  the  thought.'  20 

Phil.  'Bight  so  is  it,' quod  she,  *  For 
thise  no  ben  yit  nono  remedies  of  thy 
maladye  ;  but  they  ben  a  manor  norissh- 
inges  of  thy  sorwe,  yit  rebel  ayein  thy 
curacioun.  For  whan  that  tyme  is,  I  *5 
shal  moeve  swiche  thinges  that  percen 
hem-self  dejie.  But  natheles,  that  thou 
shalt  notwilne  toletcn  thy-solf  a  wrecche, 
hast  thou  foryeten  tho  noumber  and  the 
manere  of  thy  welcfulnesse  ?  I  holde  me  30 
stille,  how  that  the  soverayne  men  of  the 
citoe  token  thee  in  cure  and  kepingo, 
whan  thou  were  orphelin  of  fader  and 
moder,  and  were  chosen  in  affinitee  of 
princes  of  the  citee ;  and  thou  bigunne  .)5 
rather  to  be  leef  and  dere  than  forto  ben 
a  neighbour ;  the  whiche  thing  is  the 
most  precious  kindo  of  any  propinquitee 
or  alyaunce  that  may  ben.  Who  is  it 
that  ne  seide  tho  that  thou  were  right  4° 
weleful,  with  so  grete  a  nobleye  of  thy 
fadres-in-lawe,  and  with  the  chastitee  of 
thy  wj'f,  and  with  the  oportunitee  and 
noblesse  of  thy  masculin  children,  that  ia 
to  aeyn^  thy  aoneaf  And  over  al  this — me  45 
list  to  passen  the  comune  thinges — how 
thou  haddest  in  thy  youthe  dignitees  that 


144  (getf^tus.    tgMt  II :  (mc^  HI. 
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'5  thou  hoH  yU  many  Jutbundaunees  of  thinges. 

Text  For  al  be  it  bo  that  the  ydel 

name  of  aventiixx)a8  welefVilnesse  moeveth 
thee  now,  it  is  levefnl  that  thou  rekne 
with  me  of  how  manye  grete  thinges 
t^  thou  haat  yit  plentee.  And  therfor,  yif 
that  thilke  thing  that  thou  haddest  for 
most  precious  iu  al  thy  richesse  of  for- 
tune be  kept  to  thee  yit,  by  the  grace  of 
gud^  unwemmed  and  undefouled,  mayst 

25  thou  thanno  pleyne  rightfully  upon  the 
meschef  of  Fortune,  sin  thou  hast  yit  thy 
beste  thinges  ?  Certes,  yit  liveth  in  good 
point  thilke  precious  honour  of  man- 
kinde,  Symacus,  thy  wyves  fader,  which 

30  that  is  a  man  maked  alle  of  sapience  and 
of  vertu ;  the  whiche  man  thou  woldest 
byen  redely  with  the  prys  of  thyn  owne 
lyf.  He  biwayleth  the  wronges  that  men 
don  to  thee,  and  nat  for  him-solf ;  for  ho 

35  liveth  in  sikemesse  of  any  sentences  put 
ayeins  him.  And  yit  liveth  thy  wyf, 
that  is  atempre  of  wit,  and  passingo  other 
wimmen  in  dennesse  of  chastetee ;  and 
for  I  wol  closen  shortely  hir  bountees,  she 

40  is  lyk  to  hir  fader.  I  telle  thee  wel,  that 
■ho  liveth  looth  of  this  lyf,  and  kepeth  to 
thee  only  hir  goost ;  and  is  al  maat  and 
overoomen  by  wepingo  and  sorwe  for 
desyr  of  thee,  in  the  whiche  thing  only 

45  I  moot  graunten  that  thy  welefulnesse  is 
amenused.  What  shal  I  seyn  eek  of  thy 
two  sones,  conseilours,  of  whiche,  as  of 
children  of  hir  age,  ther  shyneth  the 
lyknesse  of  the  wit  of  hir  fader  or  of  hir 

5u  elder  fader  ?  And  sin  the  sovorcyn  cure 
of  aUe  murtol  folk  is  to  savcn  hir  owen 
lyves,  O  how  weleful  art  thou,  yif  thou 
knowe  thy  goodes !  For  yit  ben  ther 
thinges  dwelled  to  thee-ward,  that  no 

55  man  douteth  that  they  no  ben  more 
dereworthe  to  thee  than  thyn  owen  lyf. 
And  for-tby  drye  thy  teres,  for  3rit  nis 
nat  everich  fortune  al  hateful  to  thee- 
ward,  no  over  greet  tempesfc  hath  nat  3rit 

^  fallen  upon  thee,  whan  that  thyn  ancres 
eleven  faste,  that  neither  wolcn  suifren 
the  connfort  of  this  tyme  present  ne  the 
hope  of  tyme  cominge  to  passen  ne  to 
faylen.'        Boece.  '  And  I  preye,'  quod  I, 

05  *  that   faste    moten    they   halden ;   for 


whylcs  that  they  halden,  how-so-ever  that 
thinges  ben,  I  shal  wel  flctcn  forth  and 
escapon ;  but  thou  mayst  wel  seen  how 
g^oto  aparaylcs  and  aray  that  mo  lak- 
keth,  that  ben  passed  away  fro  me.'  71) 

Phil.  '  I  have  som-what  avaunsed  and 
forthered  thee,'  quod  she,  *  yif  that  thou 
anoye  nat  or  forthinko  nat  of  al  thy 
fortune  :  as  tcho  seith^  I  Tiave  tom-what 
comforted  thee^  to  that  thou  temput  thee  75 
tMt  thits  tcith  al  thy  fortune,  tin  thou  hast 
yit  thy  hette  thinges.  But  I  may  nat  suifren 
thy  doliees,  that  pleynest  so  wepinge  and 
angnissous,  for  that  ther  lakketh  som- 
what  to  thy  welefulnosso.    For  what  man  Kc> 
is  so  satl  or  of  so  parfit  welolulnesse,  that 
he  ne  strjrveth  and  plcyneth  on  som  halve 
ayen  the  qualiteo  of  his  ostat  ?    For-why 
ful  anguissons  thing  is  the  condicioun  of 
mannes  goodes  ;  for  cither  it  cometh  nat  K5 
al-togidor  to  a  wight,  or  elles  it  last  nat 
perpetueL      For    sum    man   hath   greto. 
richesses,  but  ho  is  ashamed  of  his  un- 
g^ntel  linage ;   and  som  is  renowned  of 
noblesse  of  kinrede,  but  ho  is  enclosed  in  m> 
so  g^ete  anguissho  of  nedo  of  thinges,  that 
him  were  lever  that  he  were  unknowp. 
And  som  man  haboundeth  both  in  rich- 
esse and  noblesse,  but  yit  he  bewaileth 
his  chaste  lyf,  for  ho  no  hath  no  wyf.  95 
And  som  man  is  wel  and  selily  y-maried, 
but  he  hath  no  children,  and  norissheth 
his  richesses    to   the  eyres   of   strange 
folkes.     And  som  man  is  gladed  with 
children,  but  he  wepeth  ful  sory  for  the  io»J 
trespas  of  his  sono  or  of  his  dough ter. 
And  for  this  ther  ne  acordeth  no  wight 
lightly  to  the  condicioun  of  his  fortune ; 
for  alwoy  to  every  man  ther  is  in  som- 
what  that,  unassayed,  he  no  wot  nat ;  or  105 
dies  ho  dredeth  that  ho  hath  assayed. 
And  addo  this  also,  that  every  weletul 
man  hath  a  ful  dolicat  fclinge ;  so  that, 
but-yif  alle  thinges  bifalle  at  his  owne 
wil,  for  ho  is  impacient,  or  is  nat  used  to  lUi 
han  non  atlvorsitee,  anon  ho  is  throwen 
adoun  for  every  litel  thing.    And  ful  litel 
thinges    ben   tho   that  withdrawen  the 
somme  or  the  pcrfeccioun  of  blisfulnesso 
fro  hem  that  ben  most  fortunat.     How  1 1  r 
many  men,  trowest  thou,  wolden  demen 
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hcm-self  to  ben  almoat  in  hevene.  yil 
thoy  mighten  ntn.vne  to  tho  leeat  party  of 
theremnuont  ofthy  fartane?  Thiswune 

w  pUco  tlmt  thou  rlepest  aitil,  is  contree  to 
hem  that  onhiibiCrn  hear,  and  forthy 
nothJDit  [ia]  wrec«hed  but  whan  thon 
wonest  it :  at  m&o  idlh,  thrm  ihy^^,  nc 
i»  udgU  tllti.  niM  a  tcne^it,  but  icMan  \e 

15  KmetA  liinnelfavrreedubtireputiKioano/ 
hit  conge.  And  ayeioward,  slle  fortnne 
ia  blLafnl  to  a  man  by  tbo  agroabletee  oc 
by  tho  egalileo  of  him  that  auffroth  it. 
What  man  ia  that,  that  ia  so  welefnl, 

|o  that  nnldc  changian  hia  estat  whan  he 
hath  Init  paqicnna?  Tho  awetnease  of 
mannss  wolefnlneaae  is  iprayoed  witi 
monv  biternosaes;  the  wbic^he  welef^l- 
n«ssc,  al-thoagh  it  aeme  awetg  and  juyfnl 

)5  to  hem  tliat  nsetb  it,  yit  niAJ'  it  nat  ben 
with-holden  that  it  no  gutb  away  whan  it 
vol?.  Thanne  is  it  vol  Bcno,  how  wrecched 
is  tho  bliafnlnesse  of  mortal  (hinges,  that 
neither  it   dnreth  perpetuel  with    hem 

^  that  every  fortune  receiren  agreablely  or 
egaly,  ne  it  delyteth  nat  in  »1  to  hem 
that  ben  anguiasouB.  O  ye  morUU  folh, 
what  eeVe  ya  tlianns  bUsfnlneaaa  ant  of 
yonr-ee]f>  whiobe  that  is  pnt  inyonr-self? 

IS  Emjur  and  folyo  confoundoth  yow. 

T  ahal  ahewe  theo  ahortcly  the  poynt 
of  Bovereyne  bliafulnease.  la  ther  any- 
thing more  prociona  to  thee  than  thy- 
Bfllf?Thnnwoltan8wer6,"nar."  Thanne. 

!0  ytf  it  80  be  that  Ihoa  art  mighty  over 
thy-aetf,  thai  it  tn  tej/n,  by  trangTiiUHa  nf 
thy  uncle,  than  hast  tboa  thing  in  thy 
power  that  thott  noldest  never  leaen*  no 
Fortune  ne   may  nat  beneme  it  thee. 

|t5  And  rhat  thon  mayst  knowe  that  bUafnl- 
nesse  ne  may  nat  itanden  in  Ihingea  that 
bou  fortunoua  and  temporel,  now  tindcr- 
Btonde  and  goder  it  to-gtdere  thus  :  Yif 
btiafulDesae  be  the  aovereyn  good  of  nature 

So  that  liveth  by  roaoon.  ne  thilke  thing  nii 
nat  Bovereyn  good  that 


,    Ifor 


iatbiJkethingthat 

may  nat  ben  token  awoy) ;  than  ahewetb 

is  it  wel,  that  the  nnatablenesso  at  fortane 

may  nat  atayne  to  reoeiven  verroy  blii- 

fnlnraan      And  yit 


that  tbia  toumbling  welefnlneose  ledeth. 
eitlier  he  woot  that  it  is  chaangeable,  or 
ellea  he  woot  it  nat.  And  }-if  be  woot  1; 
it  nat,  what  bliafnl  fortune  may  ther  be 
in  the  blindnease  of  ignoianee  ?  And  yif 
be  woDt  that  it  ia  cbanngeable.  he  moot 
alwey  ben  adiad  Ibat  be  ne  lese  that 
thing  that  Lo  ne  doabtetb  nat  but  that  '7 
he  may  leaen  it ;  a*  irho  teilh,  lu  mot  bai 
alieetl  agatt,  Utt  kt  lem  iKat  ht  vnt  trtl  ht 
nuv  lew  it.  For  wbicb,  tbn  contitiuel 
dreed  that  he  balh  ne  auffreth  him  nat 
to  ben  weloftiL  Or  yif  he  lees  it,  he  18 
weneth  to  be  diapysed  and  forleten. 
Certe*  eek.  that  is  a  ful  Utel  good  that 
im  with  eiene  berte  whan  il 


lott  thait  of  th»  havingt.     And  for 
moche  aa  thon  tby-gelf  art  be,  to  whom  it 
bath    ben    ebewed    and    proved    by  ful 
manye   demonstraoionna,  aa  I  wot  wel, 
that  the  bowIos  of  men  no  mowe  nat 

and  certoin,  that  fortunoua  wolefnlnoese 
endatb  by  tho  deeth  of  the  body ;  it  may 
nat  ben  doated  that,  yif  that  deoth  may 
take  awey  bliafidneise,  that  alle  the  kinde 
of  mortal  thingea  ne  dacendetb  in-t«  i<j 
wTocchodnosaa  by  the  ende  of  the  daetb. 
And  ain  we  knowen  wel,  that  many  a 
man  hath  Bought  the  fruit  of  blisTalnesw 
nat  only  with  Bnffring:o  of  deeth,  but  eek 
with  Buffringe  of  peynea  and  tormentos ;  k 
how  mights  than  this  present  lyf  mokon 
hlisfnl,  Bin  that,  whan  thilke  aelve 


lyf   i 


Ddod.    i 


L    folk    I 


Uetir  IT.     QuiSiiBlt  HOlrt  jiemmcn. 

What  moner  man,  stable  and  war,  that 
wulo  founden  him  a  perdurable  aeto,  and 
ne  wale  nat  ben  caat  down  with  the  loude 
bUatea  of  the  wind  Euma;  and  wole 
daspyao  the  aee,  manaainge  with  flodoa ;  ,1; 
lat  him  eecbewen  to  bildo  on  the  cop 
of  tho  monntaigne  or  in  the  moiate  aandoa. 
For  the  fello  wind  Austor  tormenteth  the 
cop  of  the  Qiountaigne  with  all  hia 
atrcngthea  ;  nnd  tiie  lauae  aandes  refnaen  v 
to  beren  the  hevy  wighte.        And  forthy. 
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if  thou  wolt  fleen  the  poriloos  aventnre, 
that  U  to  wyn,  of  the  worlde  ;  have  minde 
certeinly  to  ficchen  thyn  hons  of  a  xnorye 

15  cite  in  a  lowe  stoon.  For  al-though  the 
wind,  troubling  the  see,  thondro  with 
over-throwinges,  thou  that  art  put  in 
qniete,  and  weleful  by  strengthe  of  thy 
palifl,  shalt  leden  a  cleer  age,  scominge 

sn  the  woodnesses  and  the  ires  of  the  eyr. 

Pbosk  v.    Set  cum  mtionum  iam  in  te, 

Dut  for  as  moche  as  the  norirahingos 
of  my  resouns  descenden  now  in-to  thee, 
I  trowe  it  were  tyme  to  uscn  a  litel 
stronger    medicynes.      Now    undbrstond 

5  heer,  al  were  it  so  that  the  yiftes  of 
Fortune  ne  were  natbrutel  ne  transitorio, 
what  is  ther  in  hem  that  may  l>e  th;^-!! 
in  any  tyme,  or  elles  that  it  nis  foul,  yif 
that  it  be  considered  and  loked  porfitly  ? 

10  Richeases,  ben  they  precious  by  the  nature 
of  hem-self,  or  elles  by  the  nature  of 
thee  ?  What  is  most  worth  of  richesses  ? 
Is  it  nat  gold  or  might  of  moneye 
assembled?      Certes,    thilko    gold    and 

15  thilke  moneye  shjrneth  and  yeveth  betere 
renoun  to  hem  that  desx)cnden  it  thanne 
to  thilke  folk  that  mokercn  it ;  for  avar- 
ice maketh  alwcy  mokereres  to  ben  hated, 
and  largesse  maketh  folk  cleer  of  renoun. 

10  For  sin  that  swich  thing  as  is  transferred 
fram  o  man  to  another  ne  may  nat 
dwellen  with  no  man ;  ccrtcs,  thanne  is 
thilke  moneye  precious  whnn  it  is  trans- 
lated into  other  folk  and  stcnteth  to  ben 

25  had,  by  usage  of  large  ycvinge  of  him 
that  hath  yeven  it.  And  also  :  yif  that  al 
the  moneye  that  is  o\''er-al  in  the  worlde 
were  gadered  toward  o  man,  it  sholde 
maken  alle  other  men  to  lK>n  nedy  as  of 

|othat.  And  certes  a  voys  al  hool,  that 
i$  to  teyn^  \cUh-ouie  ameniuinge,  fulfilleth 
to-gidere  the  hcring  of  moche  folk ;  but 
certes,  youre  richesses  ne  mowen  nat 
passen  in-to  moche  folke  with-oute  amen- 

'i5  nsinge.  And  whan  they  ben  apassed, 
nedes  they  maken  hem  i>ore  that  for-gon 
the  richesses.  O  !  streito  and  nedy  depe 
I  this  richcase,  sin  that  many  folk  ne 
may  nat  han  it  al,  ne  al  may  it  nat 


comen  to  o  man  with-outen  jwvertee  of  4^ 
alle  other   folk !     And  the  shyninge   of 
gemmcs,    that    I    depe    precious    stones^ 
drawcth  it  nat  the  eyen  of  folk  to  hem- 
ward,  that  is  to  seyn^  for  the  heauiee  ?    But 
certes,  yif  ther  were  beautee  or  bounteo  45 
in  the  shyninge  of  stones,  thilke  cleor- 
nesso  is  of  the  stones  hom-self,  and  nat 
of  men  ;  for  whiche  I  wondre  gretly  that 
men  mervailen  on  swiche  thinges.     For- 
why,  what  thing  is  it,  that  yif  it  wanteth  50 
moeving  and  jojTituro  of  sowle  and  body, 
that  by  right  mights  semen  a  fair  crea- 
ture to  hiin  that  hath  a  sowle  of  resoun  ? 
For  al  be  it  so  that  gemmcs  drawen  to 
hem-self  a  litcl  of  the  laste  beautee  of  the  55 
world,  through  the  entente  of  hir  crcatour 
and  through  the  distinccioun  of  hem-self ; 
yit,  for  as  mochel  as  they  ben  put  under 
youre  excellence,  they  ne  han  nat  deserved 
by  no  wey  that  ye  sholden  mervailen  on  60 
hem.   And  the  beautee  of  feldes,  dolyteth 
it  nat  mochel  nn-to  yow? ' 

Boece.  '  Why  sholde  it  nat  del3rten  us, 
sin  that  it  is  a  right  fair  porcioun  of  the 
right  faire  werke,  that  is  to  Sf.yn^  of  this  65 
toorld  ?  And  right  so  ben  we  gladed  som- 
tyme  of  the  face  of  the  see  whan  it  is 
cleer ;  and  also  mervTiilcn  we  on  the 
hevene  and  on  the  sterres,  and  on  the 
Sonne  and  on  the  mone.*  T^ 

Philosophye.  '  Aperteneth,*  quod  she, 
'any  of  thilke  thinges  to  thee?  Why 
darst  thou  glorifyen  thee  in  the  shyninge 
of  any  swiche  thinges?  Art  thou  dis- 
tingwed  and  embelised  by  the  springinge  75 
flour cs  of  the  first  somer  sesoun,  or 
swelloth  thy  plentco  in  the  fruites  of 
somer?  Why  art  thou  ravisshed  with 
ydel  joyes?  Why  embracest  thou  straunge 
goodes  as  they  wercn  thyne  ?  Fortune  ne  80 
shal  never  maken  that  swiche  thinges 
ben  thyne,  that  nature  of  thinges  hath 
maked  foreine  fro  thee.  Sooth  is  that, 
with-outen  doute,  the  frutes  of  the  erthe 
owen  to  ben  to  the  norissinge  of  bostes.  85 
And  yif  thou  wolt  falfille  thy  nede  after 
that  it  suifyseth  to  nature,  than  is  it  no 
nede  that  thou  seke  after  the  superfluitee 
of  fortune.  For  with  ful  fewe  things 
and  with  ful  litel  thinges  nature  halt  hir  90 


goefdius.    Q^ooft  n:  fptwt  v. 


,  apayed  ;  and  yif  thoa  it-nlt  achokea  tbe 
ftilflllingB  of  natara  with  flnporfluiteel, 
cerCeg,  thilks  IbingeB  that  thou  wolt 
thrcsten  or  poaran  into  nataro  sboUan 

Weneit  thou  eek  tliM  it  be  a  fair  thing 
to  tbyoe  with  dyverse  clothings?  Of 
whicho  clothing  jif  tho  hcant^  be 
n^reeable  to  lolten  np-on^  1  woi  mfirvoilen 

:•)  on  the  natora  of  the  nuitere  of  thilke 
clothes,  or  elles  on  the  werkmiui  that 
wrenghla  hem.  But  olio  a  long  route  of 
ir.oyuoe,  maketli  that  a  btiiful  man  t  The 
Bhiche  serrauts,  yif  tliey  brn  vicious  of 

>5  condicioans,  it  is  a  j^rest  charge  and  a 
diitruccioan  to  the  hous,  and  a  greet 
i^nomy  to  the  lord  him-Bclf.  And  yif  they 
ben  goode  mon,  how  ihal  stmnngo  or 
foroine  goocInoBSo  ben  put  in  the  nonmbre 

o  of  thy  richoasa?  So  that,  by  all  tbeee 
foneide  thingci,  it  is  clearly  y-«hewed, 
that  never  oon  of  tbilke  thineea  that 
thoTi  Acountedeat  for  thyne  goodee  nae 
nat  tb;  good.     In  the  whicha  thingea, 

5  ylf  thor  be  no  beantce  to  ben  dceyrcd, 
why  aholdeat  thou  ben  mry  yif  tbon  lese 
hem,  or  why  iholdeat  thou  rejoyecn  thee 
to  boldon  bem  J  For  yif  they  ben  faire 
ofhirowno  hindo,  wliat  nportcneth  that 

«  to  thee  ?  For  III  ao  wel  sholdon  they  ban 
bon  fairs  by  hem-Bolvo,  though  they  wenm 
ileparted  frala  atle  thyne  richeueB.     Por- 

for  that  tliey  comon  among  thy  rioheBicj ; 

'5  but,  for  they  aemeden  fnirc  anil  precioaj, 
ther-for  thou  haddeit  lover  rskne  hem 
amongea  thy  richeiHB.  But  what  da- 
sireat  thou  of  Fortune  with  aa  greto  n 
noiao,  and  with  so  greto  a  faro?    I  tiowe 

i>  tbon  seko  to  dryve  awoy  aedo  with  ha- 
banilaance  of  fhingvi ;  but  certei,  it 
tometh  to  you  al  in  the  contnuie. 
Fofwby  certea,  it  nodeth  of  fol  manyo 
helpingoa    to    kepca    the    illverailee    of 

IS  pracioua  oatelcxcntB.  And  Booth  it  la, 
that  of  manyo  thingea  ban  they  nedo 
that  maoyo  tbingcs  han  ;  and  ayeinwnrd, 
of  litel  nodeth  hem  that  meBuren  hir  flllo  I 
alter  the  nedo  of  kindo,  nod  nnt  after  I 

u  tho outrage  of  coveilyio.  la  it  ttinnnoao,  I 
that  ye   men    no  hnn  no  proper    pood  I 


y-aet  in  yon,  for  which  ye  motes  eaken 
outward  j-ouro  goodea  in  foreine  and 
aubgit  thingcB?  So  ia  thanne  the  con- 
dicinun  of  thlngea  tomed  ap-sOKtowQ.  141 
that  n  man,  that  u  s  devyna  beest  by 
raerito  of  hia  rawran,  Uiinketh  that  him- 
•elf  nia  neither  faire  ue  noble,  but-ytt' 
it  bo  thorugh  pouesslotm  of  oetalmentB 
that  no  han  no  lowle*.  And  oertea.  nl  i.ii 
othor  Ihingea  ben  apayed  of  hir  cwnp 
beautcc  ;  but  ye  men,  that  ben  lemblabb: 
to  god  by  your  reaonablo  thought,  delircn 
to  nparailen  your  eicellent  kindo  of  the 
lowoat  thinges  ;  ne  ye  underatondeu  nat  i5,'! 
how  greet  a  wrong  yo  don  to  yonr 
creatonr.  For  ho  wolds  that  mankimie 
were  moit  worthy  and  noblaof  any  otbre 
erthely  tbingeg;  and  ye  threato  sdoon 
j-ourdigniteeBbenethothelowestthingee.  ift- 
For  yif  that  al  the  good  of  every  tbingn 
be  more  precious  than  ii  thilke  thing 
whoa  that  the  good  ia :  ain  ye  demen 
that  the  foulesto  thingea  ben  yonro 
guodes,  tbanna  aubmitten  yo  and  pntten  11S5 
yonc-aelven  under  tho  foidests  thinp^a 
by  your  estimacioun ;  and  certea,  this 
tydoth  nnt  with-onto  yoore  desertCB.  For 
certes,  swiche  ia  the  condicioun  of  alln 
mankinds,  that  only  whan  it  hath  know.  170 
inge  of  it-Bclve,  tban  paasetb  it  in 
noblciao  alio  other  thingea ;  and  whan 
it  forlctetb  tho  knowinge  of  it-«eir,  than 
ia  it  brought  bincthea  alia  beeatea.  For* 
why  al  other  livingo  boeatea  han  of  kindo  17? 
to  knows  nat  hem-aelf;  but  whan  that 
men  leten  tho  knowinge  of  hemself,  it 
cometh  hem  of  vies.  Bnt  how  brodo 
ahewcth  the  orrour  and  the  folyo  of  J-ow 
men,  that  wenen  that  any  thing  may  i^i 
ben  aparailed  wi(li  atraange  aparaile- 
raenta  !  Bat  for  aotha  that  may  nat  ben 
doon.  For  yif  a  wight  ahyneth  with 
thinges  that  ben  put  to  him,  <u  thut,  if 
thiXkn  fhinge4  $hynen  leUh  vhich  a  men  is  t*^5 
aparailed,  certes,  thilko  tbinges  ben 
cnmended  and  preyaed  with  which  ho  i^ 
aparailed ;  bnt  nathclea,  the  thing  that 
ia  covered  and  wrapped  under  that 
dwelleth  In  bis  iiltho  And  I  denj-e  n/i 
that  thilke  thing  be  good  that  anoyoth 
liim  that  hath  it.     Oabbo  I   of  this? 
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Tliaa  wolt  seyo  "  nay."  Certes,  richessos 
ban  anoyed  ful  ofbe  hem  that  han  tho 

19s  richeBS^  ;  sin  that  every  wikked  shrewe, 
(and  for  his  wikkednesse  the  more  gredy 
after  other  folkes  richesses,  wher-so  ever 
it  be  in  any  place,  be  it  gold  or  precious 
stones),  weneth  him  only  most  worthy 

aoi>that  hath  hem.  Thou  thanne,  that  so 
bisy  dredest  now  the  swerd  and  now  the 
spere,  yif  thou  haddest  entred  in  the 
path  of  this  lyf  a  voide  wayferinge  man, 
than  woldest  thou  singe  befom  the  theef ; 

210  as  tcho  seith^  a  pore  man,  that  berth  no 
richeme  on  him  by  the  toeye,  may  boldely 
mnge  bifom  thevea,  Jbr  Tie  JuUh  nat  toherof 
to  bfn  robbed.  O  precious  and  right  cleer 
is  the  blisfdlnesse  of  mortal  richesses, 

ai5  that,  whan  thou  hast  geten  it,  than  hast 
thoQ  lorn  thy  sikemesse ! 

Metbx  Y.    Felix  nimium  prior  etas, 

Blisfnl  was  the  first  ago  of  men  !  They 
helden  hem  ai>ayed  with  the  metes  that 
the  trewe  feldes  bronghten  forth.  They 
ne  distroyede  nor  deceivedo  nat  hem-self 

5  with  outrage.  They  weron  wont  lightly 
to  slaken  hir  hunger  at  even  with  acomes 
of  okes.  They  ne  coude  nat  medly  the 
yifte  of  Bachus  to  tho  cloer  hony ;  that 
is  to  seyn,  they  coude  make  no  piment  nor 

10  clarree ;  ne  they  coude  nat  medle  the 
brighte  fleeses  of  tho  contree  of  Seriens 
with  the  venim  of  T^rie  ;  this  is  to  seyn, 
they  coude  nat  deyen  whyte  fleeses  of  Serien 
contree  with  the  blode  of  a  maner  shelfisshe 

15  that  menfinden  in  Tyrie^  unth  whiche  blood 
men  deyen  purpur.  They  slepen  hoolsom 
slepes  up-on  the  gras,  and  dronken  of  the 
renninge  wateres ;  and  layon  under  the 
shadwes  of  the  heye  pyn-trees.     Ne  no 

ao  g(;st  ne  straungcre  ne  carf  yit  the  heye 
see  with  ores  or  with  sbippes ;  ne  they 
ne  hadde  seyn  3rit  none  nowe  strondes, 
to  leden  marchaundyso  in-to  dyverse 
oontrees.     Tho  weren  the  cruel  clariouns 

2^  ful  hust  and  fal  stille,  ne  blood  y-shad 
by  egre  hato  ne  hadde  nat  deyed  yit 
armures.  For  wher-to  or  which  wood- 
nesse  of  enemys  wolde  first  moeven  armes, 
whan  they  seyen  cruel  woundes,  ne  none 


modes  be  of  blood  y-shad?        I  woldo  $0 
that  ouro  tymes  sholde  tome  ayein  to 
the  olde  maneres !     But  the  anguissous 
love  of  havingo  brcnneth  in  folk  more 
cruely  than  tbo  fyr  of  the  mountaigno 
Ethna,  that  ay  brenneth.      Alias !    what  $^ 
was  he  that  first  dalf  up  the  gobetes  or 
the  weigbtes  of  gold  covered  under  erthe, 
and  tbo  precious  stones  that  wolden  han 
ben  bid?     He  dalf  up  precious  perils. 
That  is  to  seyn^  that  he  that  hem  first  up  40 
dalf^  he  dalf  up  a  precious  peril;  for- why 
for  the  preciousnesse  ofswiche  thinge,  haili 
many  man  ben  in  peril. 

Prose  YL  Quid  autem  de  dignitaiibus. 

But  what  sbal  I  seye  of  dignitees  and 
of   powers,    tbo    wbicbe    yo    men,   that 
neither  knowen  vorray  dignitee  no  verray 
power,    areysen    hem    as    heye    as    tho 
hoveno  ?      The    wbicbe     dignitoes    and  5 
powers,  yif  they  comen  to  any  wikkcd 
man,   they  don  as  grote   damages  and 
dostrucciouns  as  doth  the  flaumbe  of  tho 
mountaigno    Ethna,   whan  the  flaumbe 
walwetb  up ;   no  no  delugo  ne  doth  so  10 
cruel  barmes.     Certes,  thee  remembreth 
wel,  as  I  trowe,  that  tbilke  dignitee  that 
men  clepen  the  imperie  of  consulers,  the 
whicho  that  wbylom  was  biginningc  of 
fredom,  your©  cldres  coveitoden  to  ban  15 
don  away  that  dignitee,  few  the  pryde  of 
tbo  consulers.     And  right  for  the  same 
pryde  your    old  res,    bifom    that    tymo, 
bailden  don  awey,   out  of  tho  citee  of 
Home,  tho  kinges  namo ;  that  is  to  seyn,  30 
they  nolde  Turn  no  lenger  no  king.  But  now, 
yif  so  be  that  dignitocs  and  powers  bo 
yeven  to  goode  men,  the  wbicbe  thing 
is  ful  selde,  what  agroablo  thing  is  thor 
in  tbo  dignitees  or  powers  but  only  tbo  '^5 
goodnesso  of  folkes  that  usen  hem  ?    And 
tberlbr  it  is  thus,  that  honour  no  comtb 
nat  to  vertu  for  cause  of  dignitee,  but 
ayeinward  honour  comtb  to  digniteo  for 
cause  of  vertu.      But  wbicbe  is  tbilke  30 
youre  derewortbe  power,  that  is  so  cleor 
and    so    requerablo?      O    ye    ortbelicbo 
bestes,    considore    yo    nat    over    which 
thinge  that  it  semeth  that  ye  han  power  ? 


iro 
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U  Now  yif  thoD  isyn  a  moiu  ftmonges  other 
mys«  that  chalsiniiged  to  liiiu-self-'W&rd 
rucht  and  powor  over  alls  other  my*, 
how  groet  acorn  woldeftt  thon  han  of  it  I 
OlcMa.  So  /areth  U  b|f  Mm ,-  UU  bnly  Aoth 

tnjMiMr  Di«r  (lt«  body.  For  yif  tbim  lake 
wol  np-on  the  body  of  a,  wigjht,  wliat 
thing  (halt  thoa  findo  more  freele  than  ii 
mankinde ;  the  whiche  men  nel  oils  ben 
Elays  with  bj-tin^a  of  amole  flyes.  or  elles 

in-WthBpriveteesofmannt.sbodyP  But 
whor  Bhal  man  finden  any  man  that  may 
exercon  or  hamiten  any  right  np-on 
another  man,  but  only  np-on  hii  body, 

ro  or  elles  np-on  thlngoB  that  ben  lowere 
tbau  tho  body,  the  whtcho  1  cicpa  for- 
tunoiu  pomcBiiounB?  UaysC  thoa  ovar 
have  any  comanndomant  over  a,  fres 
corage  ?   Moyst  thon  remaen  fio  the  eatat 

■5  of  hifl  propre  rerte  a  thonght  that  ia 
clyvinge  to-gidero  in  him-aelf  by  ited» 
fiut  roioim?  Ai  whylom  a  tyrannt 
irende  to  oonfonnie  a  free  man  ofoorage, 
le  him  by  torment, 
acounfolk 


bia  owue  tonge  and  caste  it  in  the  viuge 

65  of  thQke  wode  tjmnnt ;  so  that  the  tor- 
ment* that  Ihii  tyraant  wende  to  ban 
maked  mater^  of  cruoli«e,  thii  wyie  man 
maked  it  matere  of  vertu. 

Bat  what  thing  is  it  that  a  man  may 

7u  dOD  U>  another  man,  that  he  ne  may 
teceyvon  the  lame  thing  of  othra  folk 
ia  him-BOlf :  or  Ihu^  icAdC  may  a  man  don 
iofolk;  that /oik  ne  mag  don  him  Oiemimf 
I  have  herd  told  of  Bnsirides,  that  vu 

7S  wont  toflloen  hia  geatea  that  herbcrwoden 
in  his  houa ;  and  he  was  sloyn  him-aelf 
of  Eronlea  that  was  bis  geat.  Begnliu 
Iiadda  taken  in  bataile  many  men  of 
Affrike  and  cast  hem  in-to  ibUrea  ;  bat 

&>  H>ne  after  he  moBte  yeve  his  handes  to 
ben  bounilavrith  tho  chcyneiof  hem  that 
ho  hadde  whylom  overoomen.  Wenest 
thoa  thanne  that  he  be  mighty,  that 
hath  no  power  to  don  a  thing,  tliat  othre 

85  ne  may  don  in  him  that  he  doth  in  othre  ? 


And  yit  more-over,  yif  it  to  were  that 
thise  dignitees  or  powerea  hadden  any 
propre  or  tiataral  goodneese  in  bem-aelf, 
never  nolJen  they  cornea  to  shrewei. 
For  oontrartoaa  tbingea  ne  bea  nat  wont  i;o 
to  ben  y-felawabiped  to-gidere.  Mature 
refaeeth  that  contrarions  tbingas  ben 
y-joigned.  And  bo,  as  I  am  in  certein 
that  ri^htwikked  fcdk  ban  dignitoes  ofte 
tyme,  than  sbeweth  it  wel  that  dignitww  ^s 
and  powers  ne  ben  nat  goode  of  hir  owne 
kinde ;  sin  that  theysafTren  hem-aelfto 
cloven  or  joinen  hem  to  shrewes.  And 
certea,  tbe  same  thing  may  I  most 
dignelicba  jagen  and  seyn  of  alio  the  iiu 
yitles  of  tbrtana  tliat  most  plentevoosly 
oomen  to  ihiewea  ;  of  the  whiche  yiftes, 
I  tiowe  that  it  oaghta  ben  ooiuidered, 
that  no  man  doatetb  that  ha  nis  strong 
in  whom  he  seeth  atrengtho ;  and  in  10; 
whom  that  awiftnesse  ia,  sooth  it  ia  that 
he  ia  iwift.  Also  musiko  maketb  ma- 
■iclena,  and  phisike  maketb  pbiaiciens, 
and  lethoriko  retboriena.  Far-why  the 
natara  of  every  thing  maketh  his  pro-  iii> 
pretee,  ne  it  ia  nat  entremedled  with  tbe 
effecta  of  the  contmriooa  thingea  ;  and, 
chasoth  ont  tbingcs  that  ben 


laketh  nat  a  man  mighty 
over  him-self,  whiuha  that  vicions  tastes 
holdea  destroyned  with  cheynes  that  na 
mowen  nat  bo  anboandon.  And  digni- 
taes  that  bon  yovcn  to  shrewede  folk  nat  "" 
only  ae  maketh  hem  nat  digne,  bnt  it 
shewcth  rather  al  openly  that  they  ban 
unworthy  and  nndigne.  And  why  ia  it 
thnB  1  Certos,  for  ye  ban  Joye  to  olepen 
thingeswith  false  names  thatbereii  hem  115 
alle  in  the  contrarie  ;  the  wbiohe  names 
bon  ful  ofte  reproovcd  by  tbe  effecte  of 

lichessea  ne  onghtcn  nat  by  right  to  ben 
deped  richeasea ;  na  awicli  power  ne  130 
oiighte  nat  ben  oleped  power  ;  ne  swich 
dignit-ee  ne  oaghte  nat  ben  cleped  dig- 
nitco.  And  at  the  laate,  I  may  con- 
clude the  same  thing  of  alle  the  yiftes 
of  Fortane,  in  which  Iher  nis  nothing  ijg 
to  bea  desired,  ne  that  bath  in  him-aslf 
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tange  and  of  mnnerea  and  oak  of 
oon  of  hir  livings,  ben  onlubited  in 
>  cloB  of  tbilke  litel  habitacla ;  to  the 
idle  nacioani,  what  for  difflculUw  of 
j-os  and  what  f»r  dj-reraiteo  of  bin- 
1,  and  whnC  for  defuuta  of  unntnga 


it  only  tho 


in^o  of  r 


Tulliui 


.f  tha 


)  nat  j-it  passed  no  clonmbon  ovar 
ilio  mountnigna  that  highw  Cauoasna ; 
mid  J-it  waa,  thilke  tj-ma,  BoniB  wel 
waxen  and  eretUy  rodoutcd  of  tho  Farthea 
imd  eek  of  other  folk  enhabitinge  abonta. 
5  Seestow  nat  thanna  how  atrait  and  how 
ronipivsaecl  ia  thilke  glorie  that  ye  trav 
ailen  abonta  to  ahawe  and  to  multiply e  ? 
Ma.v  thaniis  the  gloria  of  a  ains 
~         "  "    ■       na  the  6una 


of  B 


,  climben 
t  that 


nc  iiaaaan?  And  eak,  saoatoi 
tho  tnanerei  of  dyvone  folk  and  eek  hir 
lawes  ben  diaponlannt  among  liam-aalf ; 
BOthattliiIke  thing  that  Bom  man  jugea 
Hi;  worthy  of  prvysingo,  other  folk  jugen 
that  it  i»  worthy  of  torment?  And  thor- 
•if  comth  it  that.  thoagl>  <i  man  delyte 

nat  in  no  wj-se  bringon  forth  na  spredon 
ifi>  his  name  Ui  many  maner  i>oeple9.  There- 
tor  oveiy  man  onghte  to  bon  apayod  of 
his  glorie  that  is  publiashed  among  his 
owno  neighbonrs ;  and  thitka  noble  ro- 
ninin   abal    bon    rcslrcyncil  within    the 


I,  llial 


a  ful  ] 


hath    tho    wrecchoit    and    nady 
lit  ont  of  m:     " 
.  so  that,  ce. 
thewh 


Al  bs  it 

■)  (liilkowrytineeaprofilenli 

wiytinges  long  and  dork  e 

Itotho  hem  and  eok  liir  au 

1«  gptun  yow  a  iwnlnrableteo, 


1    thcnli 


go,  yon 


>e  ahal  lostCD.  But 
Kolt  mskcn  compari- 
II  apocaa  of  clomit««, 


what  thing  hast  thon  by  whicho  thou 
mayat  rejoysen  theo  of  long  laatinge  of 
thy  name  ?  For  yif  ther  were  maked  1 1> 
compariaonn  of  tha  abydinge  of  a  moment 
to  Ion  thonsand  winter,  for  aa  moohal  as 
bathe  the  Braces  l>an  ended,  yit  hath  tho 
moment  som  porctoiin  of  it,  ol-thongh  it 
liCel  be.  Bat  nathalaa,  thilke  aelre  noum-  ti: 
brs  of  yeres,  and  eek  as  many  yeres  as 
ther-to  may  be  mnltiplyed,  ne  may  nat, 
certes,  ben  comparisoned  to  the  perdore- 
bletee  tliat  ia  endeloa  ;  forof  thingestbat 
ban  ende  may  be  makod  oomparisoon,  ir 
but  of  thtngea  that  ben  wjth-oaten  ende, 
to  thingea  that  han  ondc,  may  be  maked 
no  compariaonn.  And  forthy  ia  it  thai, 
al-tbcmgb  ronoon,  of  as  long  tyme  aa  ever 
thee  list  to  thin  ken,  were  thonght  to  the  u 
regard  of  etemitee,  that  ia  unstaanohable 
and  inSnit,  it  ne  aholde  nat  onlyaemen 
litel,  bnt  pluynliche  right  naught.     But 

a-right,   but-yif  it  ba  for  the  audience  u 
of  poeple   and   fur  ydel  ramoura;    and 
ye    forsaken    tha    greta  worthinesae    of 
conscience  and  of  vertu,  and  ye  soken 
your  gnardouna  of  the  amate  wordes  of 
straunge  folk.        Havo    now   heer    and  ij 
nnderstonde,  in  the  lightnosse  of  swich 
pryde   and    veins    glorio,    how    a    man 
acomode  festivaly  and  merilyawich  vani' 
tee.     Whylom    thor    waa   a    man    that 
hadde    aaaayed  with    atiyvinge    wordes  H 
another  man,  the  whicha,  nat  for  usage 
of  varray  verta    but    for    iiroud    veino 
glorie,  bad  taken  up-on  him  falsly  the 
name  of  aphiloaopbra.     Thia  rather  man 
thai  I  >pak  o/thonghte  bo  woUo  aunye,  i.| 
whcr  he,  thilke,  were  a  philosophre  or 
no ;  that  ia  to  eoyn,  yif  t}jut  be  woldo 
han    enffrcd    lightly    in    pacieaca    the 
wrongos  thntworen  don  un-tu  him.    This 
fcynode  iJiilgeiipbre  taok  patience  a.  litel  t,' 
whylo,    audi   whan    ba    bad  do    racelvad 
wordes  of  outrage,  ho,  as  in  atrjTinge 
ayein  and  rpjoyainge  of  him-self,  aaydo 
at  the  laate  right  thus:  " nndentondest 
thou  nat  that  lama  philoaophrer"  That  i; 
olbor  man  anawerde  ayein  ful  bytingly, 
and  seyde :  "  I  hadde  wel  nnilerstonden 
it,  yif  thon  haddest  holden  (by  tonge 
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stille."     Bat  what  is  it  to  thise  noble 

160  vorthj  men  (for,  oertes,  of  swiche  folko 
fpeke  I)  that  seken  glorie  with  vertn? 
What  is  it  ? '  qnod  ghe  ;  *  -what  attcyneth 
fame  to  swiche  folk,  whan  the  body  is 
resolved,  by  the  deeth  at  the  laste  ?    For 

>6s  yif  it  so  be  that  men  dycn  in  al,  th€U 
ii  to  sryn,  body  and  mnele^  the  whiche 
thing  our  resonn  defendeth  ns  to  bilevcn, 
thanne  is  ther  no  glorio  in  no  wyse.  For 
fehat  sholde  thUke  glorie  ben,  whan  he, 

170  of  whom  thilke  glorie  is  seyd  to  be,  nis 
right  naoght  in  no  wyse  ?  And  yif  the 
■owle,  whiche  that  hath  in  it-self  science 
of  goode  werkes,  nnbonnden  fro  the 
prison  of  the  erthe,  wendeth  frely  to  the 

175  hevene,  despyseth  it  nat  thanne  alle 
erthely  occnpacioan ;  and,  being  in 
hevene,  rejoyseth  that  it  is  exempt  fro 
alle  erthely  thinges  ?  Ag  w?m  aeith,  thanne 
rekketh  the  wwle  of  no  glorie  of  renown 

180  of  thie  toorUL 

Hktrx  YII.    Quicunt2ue  mlam  mente 
praecipiti  petit. 

Who-so  that,  with  overthrowinge 
thought,  only  scketh  glorie  of  fame, 
and  weneth  that  it  be  sovereyn  good : 
lat  him  lokon  np-on  the  brode  shewinge 

5  contrees  of  hevene,  and  up-on  the  streito 
site  of  this  erthe ;  and  ho  shal  ben 
ashamed  of  the  encrees  of  his  name,  that 
may  nat  fulfiUe  the  litel  comi>as  cf  the 
erthe,     O !  what  ooveiten  pronde  folk  to 

10  liften  np  hir  nekkes  in  ydel  in  the  dedly 

•  yok  of  this  toorlde  ?    For  al-though  that 

renonn  y-sprad,  passinge  to  feme  poeples, 

goth  by  djrverse  tonges ;  and  al-thongh 

that  grete    houses  or  kinredes  shynen 

15  with  dere  titles  of  honours;  yit,  nathcles, 
deeth  despyseth  alle  heyo  glorie  of  fame  : 
and  deeth  wrapx>eth  to-gidere  the  hoye 
heredes  and  the  lowe,  and  maketh  egal 
and  evene  the  heyeste  to  the  lowesto. 

*>  Wher  wonen  now  the  bones  of  trewe 
Fabricius?  What  is  now  Brutus,  or 
ftieme  Catoun?  The  thinne  fame,  yit 
lastinge,  of  hir  ydol  names,  is  marked 
with  a  fewe  lettres ;  but  al-though  that 

25  we  han  knowen  the  faire  wordes  of  the 


fames  of  hem,  it  is  nat  yoven  to  knowo 
hem  that  ben  dede  and  consumptc.  Lig- 
geth  thanne  stillc,  al  outrely  unknow- 
able ;  no  fame  no  maketh  yow  nat  knowo. 
And  yif  yo  weno  to  liven  the  longer  for  30 
winde  of  your  mortal  name,  whan  o 
cruel  day  slml  ravissho  yow,  thanne  is 
the  seconde  deeth  dwellinge  un-to  yow.* 
Glose.  The  first  d^th  he  clepeth  heer  the 
departinge  of  the  body  and  the  eotnle  ;  and  35 
the  seeonde  deeth  he  clepeth^  as  heer^  the 
stintinge  of  the  renoun  of  fame. 

Pbose  VIII.     Set  ne  me  inexorabile  contra 
foriunam. 

'But  for  OS  mochcl  as  thou  shalt  nr.t 
wenen,'  qno<l  she,  *  that  I  bore  nntretablo 
bataile  aycins  fortune,  yit  som-tymo  it 
bifallcth  that  she,  doceyv-ablo,  deserveth 
to  han  right  good  tliank  of  men  ;  and  5 
that  is,  whan  she  hir-solf  opneth,  and 
whan  she  descovercth  hir  frount,  and 
sheweth  hir  manercs.  Pcraventure  yit 
understondest  thou  nat  that  I  shol  seyo. 
It  is  a  wonder  that  I  desire  to  telle,  and  10 
forthy  nnnethe  may  I  unpleyten  my 
sentence  with  wordes ;  for  I  deme  that 
oontrarious  Fortune  profitoth  moro  to 
men  than  Fortune  dobonaire.  For  al- 
wey,  whan  Fortune  scmeth  debonaire,  15 
than  she  lyeth  falsly  in  bihetinge  tho 
hope  of  welefalnesse  ;  but  forsothe  con- 
trarious  Fortune  is  alwcy  soothfast,  wlian 
she  sheweth  hir-self  unstable  thorugh 
hir  chaungingo.  The  amiable  Fortune  20 
deceyveth  folk ;  the  contrarie  Fortune 
techeth.  The  amiable  Fortune  bindcth 
with  the  boautoo  of  false  goodcs  tho 
hertes  of  folk  that  uson  hem ;  the  con- 
trarie Fortune  unbindeth  hem  by  tho  25 
knowinge  of  froelo  wclcfulnesse.  Tho 
amiable  Fortune  mayst  thou  seen  alwcy 
f  windy  and  flowinge,  and  ever  mis- 
knowinge  of  hir-self;  the  contrarie  For- 
tune is  atompre  and  restreyned,  and  wys  30 
thorugh  exercise  of  hir  adversitee.  At 
the  losto,  amiable  Fortune  with  hir 
flateringes  draweth  miswandringe  men 
fro  the  sovereyne  g^ood ;  the  contrarioua 
Fortune  ledeth  ofte  folk  ayein  to  sooth-  35 
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fast  goodes,  and  haleth  hem  ayein  as 
"with  an  hooke.  Wenest  thou  thanno 
that  thou  oughtest  to  leten  this  a  litel 
thing,    that    this    aspre    and    horrible 

4"  Fortune  hath  discovered  to  thee  the 
thonghtes  of  thy  trewe  freendes?  For- 
why  this  ilke  Fortune  hath  departed 
and  uncovered  to  thee  bothe  the  certein 
visages  and  eek  the  doutous  visages  of 

45  thy  felawes.  Whan  she  departed  awey 
fro  thee,  she  took  awey  hir  freendes,  and 
lafte  thee  thyne  freendes.  Now  whan 
thou  were  richo  and  woleful,  as  thee 
semodo,  with  how  mochel  woldest  thou 

5t>  han  bought  the  ftille  knowinge  of  this, 
that  is  to  wyn,  the  knnwinge  of  thy  verray 
frefiTulea?  Now  ple^me  thoe  nat  thanne 
of  richesse  y-lom,  sin  thou  hast  founden 
tho  moste  precious  kinde  of  richesses, 

55  that  is  to  se>'n,  thy  verray  freendes. 


Metkx  vin. 


Quod  mundw  ttahili 
fid^. 


That  the  world  with  stable  feith  varieth 
acordable  chaungingos ;  that  tho  con- 
trarious    quolitee    of    elements    holden 


among  hem-self  aliaunce  perdurable;  that 
Phebns  the  sonne  with  his  goldene  chariet  5 
bringeth  forth  the  rosene  day ;  that  the 
mone  hath  commaundement  over  the 
nightes,  which  nightes  Hesi>erT)s  the  eve- 
Bterre  hath  brought ;  that  the  see,  greedy 
to  flowen,  oonstreyneth  with  a  certein  10 
ende  hise  flodes,  so  that  it  is  nat  levefol 
to  strecche  hise  brode  termes  or  boundes 
np-on  the  erthes,  that  is  to  aeyn^  to  covert 
al  the  erthe : — al  this  aoordaunce  of 
thinges  is  bounden  with  Love,  that  15 
govemeth  erthe  and  see,  and  hath  also 
oommaundements  to  the  hevenes.  And 
yif  this  Love  slakede  the  brydeles,  alle 
thinges  that  now  lovon  hem  to-gederes 
wolden  mAken  a  bataile  continuely,  and  at) 
stryven  to  fordoon  the  fasoun  of  this 
worlde,  the  whiche  they  now  leden  in 
acordable  feith  by  faire  moevinges.  This 
Love  halt  to-gideres  poeples  joigned  with 
an  holy  bond,  and  knitteth  sacrement  2$ 
of  manages  of  chaste  loves ;  and  Love 
endyteth  lawes  to  trewe  felawes.  O ! 
weleful  were  mankinde,  yif  thilke  Lovo 
that  govemeth  hevene  governed  youre 
corages!'  3) 


Explicit  Liber  secnndna. 


BOOK    III. 


Prose  L    lam  cantum  illaftnierat 

Bt  this  she  hadde  ended  hir  song, 
whan  tho  swectnesso  of  hir  diteo  hadde 
thorugh-percod  me  tliat  was  desirous  of 
herkniugo,    and    I    astoned    hadde   yit 

5  streighte  myn  ores,  that  is  to  eeyn^  to 
Iterkne  the  bet  tchat  $he  voolde  teye ;  so 
that  a  litel  hore-after  I  seyde  thus :  '  O 
thou  that  art  sovereyn  comfort  of  an- 
guissous  corogos,  so  thou  liast  remounted 

ii>  and  norisshcd  mo  with  the  weighte  of 
thy  sentences  and  with  delyt  of  thy 
siiigingo ;  so  that  I  trowe  nat  now  that 
1 1)0  unparigal  to  the  strokes  of  Fortune  : 
ae  tcho  seyth^  I  dar  tcel  tunc  suffren  al  the 

15  asMutea  of  Fortune^  and  tctl  dcfvnde  me 


fro  hir.  And  tho  remedies  whiche  that 
thou  seydest  her-bifom  weren  right 
sharpe,  nat  only  that  I  am  nat  a-grisen 
of  hem  now,  but  I,  desirous  of  heringe, 
axe  gretelytoheren  the  remedies.*  Than  20 
seyde  she  thus :  *  That  felede  I  ful  wel,' 
quod  she,  '  whan  that  thou,  ententif  and 
stiUe,  ravisshedest  my  wordes;  and  I 
abood  til  that  thou  haddest  swich  habito 
of  thy  thought  as  thou  hast  now ;  or  elles  25 
til  that  I  my-self  hadde  makod  to  thee 
the  same  habit,  which  that  is  a  more 
verray  thing.  And  certes,  the  remenaunt 
of  thinges  that  ben  yit  to  seye  ben  swichc, 
that  Arst  whan  men  taston  hem  they  ben  30 
bytinge,  but  whan  they  ben  recey\'od 
\  withinne  a  wight,  than  ben  they  swete. 
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Bat  for  thou   aeyst   that  thou  art   so 
denrooa  to  herkne  hem,  with  how  gret 

55  brenninge  woldest  thou  glowen,  yif  thou 
wistest  whider  I  wol  leden  thee!' 
*Whideristhat?'  qnod  L 

»To  thilke  verray  welefulnesse,'  qnod 
she,   *of  whiche   thyn  herte   dremoth ; 

40  but  for  as  xnoche  as  thy  sighte  is  ocupied 
and  distorbed  by  imaginacioun  cferthely 
tkimgeM^  thon  xnayst  nat  jdt  seen  thilke 
selve  welefnhiesse.'  *  Do,'  quod  I,  *•  and 
shewe  me  what  is  thilke  verray  welefol- 

45  nesse,  I  preye  thee,  with-oate  tar>dnge.' 

*Thaft  wole  I  gladly  don,'  qnod  she, 

*  for  the  cause  of  thee ;  but  I  wol  first 

marken  thee  by  wordes  and  I  wol  en- 

forcen  me  to  enformen  thee  thUke  faUe 

50  cause  c/ t^i^fulnuae  that  thou  more  know- 
ost ;  so  that,  whan  thou  hast  fully  bi- 
holden  thilke  false  goodes,  and  torned 
thyn  eyen  to  that  other  sydo,  thou  mowe 
knowe  the  deemesse  of  verre^  blisfol- 

55  nesse. 

McTBs  I.     Qui  severe  ingenuum  uolei 
agrum. 

Who-so  wole  sowo  a  feeld  plontivons, 
lat  him  first  delivere  it  fro  thomes,  and 
kenre  asunder  with  his  hook  the  bosshes 
and  the  fern,  so  that  the  com  may  comen 

5  hevy  of  eres  and  of  grejmes.  Hony  is 
the  more  swete,  yif  mouthes  han  first 
tasted  savourea  that  bon  wikkid.  The 
sterres  shynen  more  agreably  whan  the 
wind  Nothns  leteth  his  ploongy  blastes ; 

10  and  after  that  Lucifer  the  day-sterre 
hath  chased  awey  the  derke  night,  the 
day  the  fairere  ledeth  the  rosene  hors 
<\f  the  aonne.  And  right  so  thou,  bi- 
holdinge  first  the  false  goodes,  bigin  to 

15  with-drawen  thy  nekke  fro  the  yok  of 
erthely  affecdouru ;  and  after-ward  the 
▼erray  goodes  shollen  entren  in>to  thy 
oorage.' 

Pbose  IL     Tunc  defixo  paullulum  uieu. 

Tho  fastnede  she  a  litel  the  sighte  of 
hir  eyen,  and  with-drow  hir  right  as  it 
were  in-to  the  streite  sete  of  hir  thought ; 


and  bigan  to  speke  right  thus  :  '  Alle  tho 
cures,'  quod  she,  ^  of  mortal  folk,  whicho  5 
that  travaylen  hem  in  many  mancr 
studies,  goon  certes  by  diverse  weyes, 
but  nathelos  they  enforcen  hem  alio  to 
comen  only  to  oon  ende  of  blisfolnesse. 
And  blisfolnesse  is  swiche  a  good,  that  10 
who-so  that  hath  geten  it,  he  ne  may, 
over  that,  no-thing  more  desyre.  And 
this  thing  is  forsothe  the  sovereyn  good 
that  conteyneth  in  him-self  alio  maner 
goodes ;  to  the  whiche  good  yif  thor  15 
failede  any  thing,  it  mighte  nat  ben 
cleped  sovereyn  good :  for  thanne  were 
ther  som  good,  out  of  this  ilke  sovereyn 
good,  that  mighte  ben  desired.  Now  is 
it  deer  and  certoln  thanne,  that  blisful-  3<> 
nesse  is  a  parfit  cstat  by  the  congre- 
gacioun  of  alle  goodes ;  the  whicho 
blisfulnesse,  as  I  have  seyd,  alle  mortal 
folk  enforcen  hem  to  geten  by  diverse 
weyes.  For-why  the  coveitiso  of  verray  25 
good  is  naturelly  y-plaunted  in  tho  hertes 
of  men ;  but  the  miswondringe  errour 
mis-ledeth  hem  in-to  false  goodos.  Of 
the  whiche  men,  som  of  hem  wenon  that 
sovereyn  good  be  to  liven  with-oute  node  7." 
of  any  thing,  and  travaylen  hem  to  be 
haboundaunt  of  richesses.  And  som 
other  men  demen  that  sovereyn  good 
be,  for  to  ben  right  digno  of  reverence ; 
and  enforcen  hem  to  ben  reverenced  35 
among  hir  neighbours  by  tho  honours 
that  they  han  y-geten.  And  som  folk 
ther  ben  that  holdon,  that  right  heigh 
power  bo  sovereyn  good,  and  enforcen 
hem  for  to  regnen,  or  dies  to  joignen  40 
hem  to  hem  that  region.  And  it  semeth 
to  some  other  folk,  that  noblesse  of  re- 
noun  be  the  sovereyn  good  ;  and  hasten 
licm  to  goten  glorious  name  by  tho  arts 
of  werre  and  of  pecs.  And  many  folk  45 
mesurcn  and  gessen  that  sovereyn  good 
l>e  joyo  and  gladnosse,  and  wcnen  that 
it  be  right  blisful  thing  to  ploungen  hem 
in  voluptuous  dolj-t.  And  ther  ben  folk 
that  entrcdiaungcn  the  causes  and  the  5^1 
ondes  of  thiso  forseyde  goodes,  as  they 
that  desircn  richesses  to  lian  XK>wer  and 
dd.\'tes ;  or  dies  they  desircn  power  for 
to  han  moneye,  or  for  cause  of  rcnoun. 
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S.^  In  tliiie  tbinges,  and  ii 


thus :    noblaase    Jknd    favoiiT  of  people, 

wyf  and  children,  tlmt  men  de«iren  for 
canae  of  del^t  and  of  uuirineHe.  Bat 
forsotbe,  frendeti  ne  aholden  nat  be 
rekneil  a-mon^  the  godiu  of  fortune,  bat 

65  of  vertn  ;  for  it  ia  a  fal  holy  mnner  thia«r. 
Alio  thiBO  othre  thinges,  foraotbe,  ben 
taken  for  caose  of  power  or  elles  for 
caaso  of  delyt.  Cortai,  now  am  I  redy 
to  Tcforron  the  i^oodn  of  the  body  to  tbise 

ju  foTKida  thuiKea  aboven  ;  for  it  leineth 
that  Htren^he  and  gretneese  of  body 
yoven  power  and  worthiueBBe,  and  that 
beaatoe  and  swiitneuo  yevcn  uobleasea 
and  glorio  of  renona  ;  and  hele  of  body 

7S  eemetli  yevoo  deljt.  In  alio  thus  thinffes 
It  aemtth  only  that  btiafulnosso  ia  desired. 
For-why  thilko  thing  that  evory  man 
deslreth  most  ovar  alls  thingea,  be 
denielh  that  it  ba  the  Bovereyn  good ; 

Eo  but  I  have  dafyned  that  blisfnlneaae  ii 
the  Boverejn  good  ;  for  which  eveiy  wifht 
demeth,  that  tJiilhe  eitat  that  hodeaireth 
over  alle  thingea,  tbat  it  be  blialalneue. 
Xow  hoflt  thoQ  thanno  bifum  thyn  oyen 

S$  almest  b1  the  purposed  forma  of  the  welo- 
fatnesae  of  man-kinde,  that  ia  to  aeyn, 
Ficbeaaea,  honours,  power,  and  glorie,  and 
delyts.  The  whin  he  delyt  only  considoreda 
Epicnms,  and  juged  and  eatabtisahed  tbat 

9J>  delyt  ia  tlio  sovereyn  good  ;  for  as  moche 
B9  alle  othre  tbingea.  aa  him  tboof^hte, 
bi-refte  awey  joyo  and  mirtbo  fram  the 
berte.  Dut  I  rotome  ayoin  to  the  atndiea 
of  men,  ofwhiohe  men  the  corage  olwey 

95  reberaetb  and  ceketh  the  aovereyn  ffood, 
at  bo  it  ao  that  it  be  with  a  derked 
memorje  ;  bat  he  not  by  whiche  path, 
right  na  a  dronken  man  not  nat  by 
whiche  path  ho  may  relorae  him  to  bia 
no  bous.  Spmolli  it  tbaane  tbat  folk  fblyen 
and  erren  tbat  cniorcen  hem  to  have 
nede  <>f  nothing?  Cartes,  tbor  nia  non 
other  tiling  that  may  so  wdl  performe 
bliafttlnvaw.  na  an  esUt  plentivona  of  alia 
•OS  goodea,  that  nc  hath  nedo  of  non  other 


thing,  bat  tbat  ia  aoffiaaont  of  bimaalf 

nnto  bim-self.  And  folyon  awiche  folk 
thanne,  tbat  wenen  that  tbtlke  thing 
that  ia  right  good,  that  it  be  eck  riffbt 

Certea.  nay.  For  tbat  thing  nia  ceither 
foul  no  worthy  to  ben  deapiaed,  that  wel 
neigh  al  the  enlencionn  of  mortal  folk 
travaylen  for  to  geten  it.  And  power, 
ougbto  nat  that  eek  to  ben  rekened  1 1 
amongea  goodes?  What  elles?  For  it 
ianattowene  that  tbilko  thing,  that  is 
moat  worthy  of  alle  thinges,  be  febla  and 
with-onte  atningthe.  And  cleemessa  of 
renoun,  oogble  that  to  ban  ileapiaedf  u 
Certea,  thermaynn  man  forsake,  thatal 
thing  that  ia  right  excellent  and  nuble, 
that  it  no  aemeth  to  ben  right  cleer  and 
reaomed.  For  certea,  it  nedeth  nat  to 
aeye,  tbat  bUafolnEaae  be  [nat]  angniaaonB  a 
na  drery,  no  anbgit  to  grevaoiicee  ne  tu 
sorwca,  ain  that  in  right  litel  thingoa 
folk  sekcn  to  havo  and  to  nsen  that  may 
delyten  hem.  Cortes,  Ihiao  ben  the 
thinges  that  men  wolen  and  desiren  to  ij 
geten.  And  for  ibis  oauie  desiren  they 
richesaea,  dignit^-es,  regues,  gloria,  and 
delicei.  For  therby  wenen  tbay  to  ban 
mfBaaimce,  honour,  power,  renoon,  and 
gUdnesse.  Than  is  it  good,  that  men  ij 
seken  thui  by  eo  many  diverse  atndiea. 
In  whiche  deiyr  it  may  lightly  ben 
ahewed  how  grot  is  the  strengthe  of 
nature ;  for  bow  hi  tbat  moa  han  diverse 
sentences  and  diarardinge,  algatas  men  14 
acorden  alle  in  lovinge  the  ende  of  good- 

Mbtke  II.     ijvanliu  rerumjlectat  habenai. 

It  lyketh  me  to  ahewe,  by  aobtil  aong, 
with  alokke  anddolitable  aoun  of  strengca, 
bow  that  Nature,  mighty,  enclinoth  and 
flitteth  the  govememonts  of  tbingea,  and 
by  whiche  lawn  sbo,  pnrveyable,  kepeth  S 
the  greCe  world  ;  and  bow  she,  bindinge, 
reatreynoth  alle  thiogea  by  a  bonde  that 
may  nat  ben  nnbunnde.  Al  be  it  ao  that 
the  lyouns  of  the  contrn  of  Pane  beren 
the  tiire  chaynaa,  and  taken  metea  of  ><• 
the  hoodes  of  folk  tliat  yeven  it  hem, 
and  dreden  hir  sturdy  aoyatrea  of  whiche 
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tliej  ben  wont  to  soffren  lietinges :  yif 
that  hir  horrible  moathes  ben  be-bled, 

,  15  tkat  is  to  Myn,  of  besU$  devoured^  hir 
oorage  of  time  ixassed,  that  hath  ben  ydel 
and  rested,  repeyreth  ayoin ;  and  they 
roren  grevoosly  and  remembren  on  hir 
nature,  and  slaken  hir  nekkes  fVam  hir 

9a  chaynes  nnbounde  ;  and  hir  mayster,  first 
to-tom  -with  blody  tooth,  assayeth  the 
wode  wrathes  of  hem ;  this  is  to  seytty 
they  freUn  hir  mayster.  And  the  jange- 
linge    brid    that    singeth    on    the  heye 

95  braonches,  that  is  to  seyn^  in  the  vnde^ 
and  after  is  enclosed  in  a  stroyt  cage : 
al-thongh  that  the  pleyinge  bisinesse  of 
men  ycveth  hem  honiede  drinkes  and 
large  metes  with  swete  stndie,  yit  nathe- 

90  les,  yif  thilke  brid,  skippinge  out  of  hir 
streyte  cage,  seeth  the  agreables  shadewes 
of  the  wodes,  she  dofonloth  with  hir  feet 
hir  metes  y-shad,  and  seketh  mouminge 
only  the  wode ;  and  twitereth,  desiringe 

A5  the  wode,  with  hir  swete  vois.  The  yerde 
of  a  tree,  that  is  haled  a-doan  by  mighty 
strengthe,  boweth  redily  the  crop  a-doun : 
but  yif  that  the  hand  of  him  that  it  bente 
lat  it  gon  ayein,  anon  the  crop  loketh 

40  np-right  to  hevene.  The  sonne  Phebus, 
that  falleth  at  even  in  the  westrene 
wawes,  retometh  ayein  eftsones  his  carte, 
by  privee  ]>ath,  ther-as  it  is  wont  aryse. 
Alle  thinges  seken  ayoin  to  hir  propre 

45  oonrs,  and  alle  thinges  rcjoysen  hem  of 
hir  retominge  ayein  to  hir  nature.  Ne 
non  ordinaunce  nis  bitaken  to  thinges, 
bat  that  that  hath  joyncd  the  endinge 
to  the  beg^ninge,  and  hath  maked  the 

90  conrs  of  it-self  stable,  that  it  chaungeth 
not  from  his  propre  kinde. 

Pbosx  m.  Vos  quoque^  0  terrena  animaZia. 

Certes  also  ye  men,  that  ben  ertheliche 
beestes,  dremen  alwey  youre  beginninge, 
al-though  it  bo  with  a  thinne  imagina- 
cionn ;  and  by  a  maner  thoughte,  al  be 
5  it  nat  deerly  ne  parfitly,  ye  loken  fram 
a-fer  to  thilke  verray  fyn  of  blisfulnesse  ; 
and  ther-fore  natnrel  entencionn  ledeth 
you  to  thilke  verray  good,  but  many 
maner  errours  mis-tometh  you  ther-fro. 


Consider  now  yif  that  by  thilke  thinges,  10 
by  whiche  a  man  weneth  to  g^ten  him 
blisfulnesse,  yif  that  he  may  comen  to 
thilke  ende  that  he  weneth  to  come  by 
nature.  For  yif  that  moneyo  or  honours, 
or  thise  other  forseyde  thinges  bringen  15 
to  men  swich  a  thing  that  no  good  ne 
fayle  hem  no  semeth  fayle,  cartes  than 
wole  I  g^unte  that  they  ben  makod 
blisful  by  thilke  thinges  that  they  han 
geten.  But  yif  so  be  that  thilke  thinges  20 
ne  mowon  nat  performon  that  they  bi- 
heten,  and  that  ther  be  dofaute  of  manyo 
goodes,  sheweth  it  nat  thanne  cleerly 
that  fals  beautee  of  blisfulnesse  is  knowen 
and  ateint  in  thilke  thinges?  First  and  ^5 
forward  thou  thy-self,  that  haddest  ha- 
bundaunces  of  richesses  nat  long  agon, 
I  axe  3rif  that,  in  tho  habundaunce  of  alle 
thilke  richosses,  tliou  wore  never  an- 
guissous  or  sory  in  thy  corage  of  any  .v> 
wrong  or  grevaunce  that  bi-tiddo  thee  on 
any  syde  ? '  '  Certes,'  quod  I,  '  it  ne  ro- 
mombreth  me  nat  that  overo  I  was  so 
free  of  my  thought  that  I  ne  was  olwoy 
in  nnguissh  of  som-what.*  35 

'And  was  nat  that,'  quod  sho,  '  for  that 
thee  lakked  som-what  that  tliou  noldest 
nat  han  lakked,  or  ellos  thou  haddost 
that  thou  noldest  nat  han  had  ?'  *■  Right 
so  is  it,'  quod  I.  40 

*  Thanne  dosiredest  thou  the  presence 
of  that  oon  and  the  absence  of  that 
other  ?'         '  I  graunte  wel,'  quod  I. 

*  Forsothe,'    quod    sho,    '  than    ncdeth 
ther  som-what  that  ever>'  man  desireth  ? '  45 
'  Yo,  thor  nedeth,'  quod  I. 

'  Cortes,'  quod  she,  '  and  ho  that  hath 
lakke  or  nede  of  aught  nis  nat  in  every 
wcy    suffisaunt    to    himself?'  *No,' 

quod  I.  S** 

'  And  thou,'  quo<l  she,  '  in  al  the  plentee 
of  thy  richesses  haddest  thilke  lakke  of 
sufiisaunso  ? '         '  What  ellos  ?*  quod  I 

*  Thanne  may  nat  richesses  makon  that 

a  man  nis  nody,  no  that  he  be  suffisaunt  55 
to  him-sclf ;  and  that  was  it  that  they 
bi-highten,  as  it  semeth.  And  eek  certes 
I  trowe,  that  this  bo  gretly  to  considere, 
that  moneye  ne  hath  nat  in  his  owne 
kinde  that  it  ne  may  ben  bi-nomen  of  60 
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hem  thnt  ban  it,  awtigTO  horn  ?'       '  I  bi- 
knowe  it  wed,'  qood  I. 

'  Why  aholdest  thou  nat  bi-knowon  it,' 
quod  sho,  *  whan  ovciy  day  the  strenger 

•S  fblh  bi-nemen  it  fro  tho  febler,  maugrs 
bem  ?  For  whennes  comeu  elles  nllo  thiie 
foroyna  complesTites  or  qnerelos  of  plet- 
ingca,  bat  for  that  men  »zen  ayoiD  here 
moneya  that  hath  ben  bt-nomen  hem  \iy 

i>  force  or  by  gyle,  and  alvey  mangre 
hem  ? '         •  Right  to  is  it,'  qnod  I. 

'Than,'  qaod  she,  'hath  a  man  nede 
to  iiBkon  him  foreyne  helpo  by  whLcho  he 
may  dofBodo  hia  moaeyo  ? '         '  Who  mny 

'5  eey  nay  ? '  qnod  I. 

'  Cprtoa,'  qnod  she;  'and  him  neilodc 
non  bolp,  yif  ho  nohoddc  no  raoneyo  that 
he  mighto  Ibbo?'         "That  is  donteles,' 

i"  "Than  is  this  thingo  timed  in-to  tho 
oontrsTyo,'  qnod  »he.  '  For  rioho«»e«, 
that  men  woncn  sholdo  make  sufEsaaoee, 
ibey  moken  n  mnn  rather  hnn  nedo  at 
forcjne  help  !     Which  is  the  manere  or 

>S  the  gyse,'  qnod  she,  'that  richeMO  msy 
dryvQ  awey  nedo  ?  Riche  folk,  may  they 
neither  hau   lianger  no  thnrst  P    Hiive 

limes  on  winter?  Biitthim  woltansverea, 
>J  Clmt  richc  men  han  y-now  whor-wEth  they 
may  staunohon  hjr  haneor,  elnken  hir 
thnnt,  and  don  a-voy  colt].  In  this  wyee 
may  nede  be  connfortcd  liy  richesna ; 
bat  ccrtoa,  node  no  may  nat  al  ontrely 
15  ben  don  a-wey.  For  thongh  this  neilc, 
that  is  alwey  gapinge  and  grody,  he  ful- 
Atd  with  Tichosflos,  and  axo  any  thing, 
yit  dwelleth  (hanne  a  nedo  that  mightc 
bo  fulflld.  I  holde  me  slillo,  and  telle 
11  nat  how  that  litel  thing  laffiseth  to 
natnro ;  but  cert^  to  avari^^o  y-noogh 
ne  RienBcth  nothing.  For  sin  that  rich- 
OSSC9  no  may  nat  al  don  awey  node,  but 
richcsBes  makcn  node,  what  may  it  thanno 


Bholde  it  never  stannchen  his  eovcitiso ; 
and    though    he    hadde    his    nckke    ;-- 
charged  with  precious  stones  of  the  rede  S 
see,  and  though  he  do  ere  his  feldcs  plen- 

shal  his  bytinge  bisineeae  for-leten  him 
whyl  he  liveth.  Do  the  li^te  rifhesses  ne 
sbolle  nat  beren  him  companyD  whan  he  ■<: 


PaoiE  IV.     Set  dJfMaltt. 
But  dignitoes,  to  whom  they  ben  oomen, 
maken  they  him  honornblo  and  reverent  f 
Han  they  nat  so  gret  atrengthe,  that  they 
may  pntte  vcrtaes  in  the  hertea  of  folk 
that  neen  tho  lordshipos  of  hem?      Or 5 
ellee   mny  they  don    o-woy  tho    ■ryctat 
Ccrtoe,  thoy  ne  he  nat  wont  to  don  awey 
wikkednesse,  bnt  thay  ton  wont  rather 
to   ahewen   wikkednesse.     And   theivrf 
oomth  it  that  I  have  right  grete  desdeyn,  ii> 
that  dignitoea  ben  yevon  ofto  to  wikkoil 
men;    for  which  thing  Catnllns  cleped 
a  eoraul  of  Rome,   iKat    ftiffWa    Nonini. 
"poatnm"  or  "boch";  o*  vtio  teylh,  he 
eltpeil  him  a  txmgregaeiotin  of  vyce*  In  hit  la 
brrtt,  at  a  pattum  it  ful  of  canpednm, 
al  wore  this  Xoniaa  set  in  n  chayre  of 
dignitee.      Seest  thon  nat  thanue  how 
gret  vilenyo    dignitees    don    to  wikke<l 
menf    Certes,  unworlhinesso  of  wikkod  jo 
men  sholdo  bo  tho  lasso  y-sene,  yif  they 
nero  renomed  of  none  hononra     Certea, 
thon  thyself  no  migliteat  nat  bon  brought 
with  ns  roanyo  perils  as  thon  mightest 
snifron    that    tbun    woldest    beren    the  s5 
magistrat  with  Decorat ;  that  it  to  teyn, 
thai  for  no  peril  that  mighte  b^aUen  Ihtt 
by  nffence  of  Iht   kinj/    Theodorike,   thoa 
notilctl  nat  be  fklaioe  in  govemaunce  with 
Derorat;  whan  thon  sayo  that  he  hadde  30 
wikhed  enrage  of  a  ISkcrooa  shrewe  and 


1.  thai 


□  that 


So  I  I 


:,   for 


ir  fletinge  ol  of  guld,  yi 


jugen  hem  worthy  n 
rpverenoo,  thot  I  dome  and  holds  nn- 
worthy  to  hon  thilke  same  honours.  Now  3S 
yif  thou  sayo  a  man  that  were  ftxlflld  of 
wisdom,  certea,  thon  ne  mtghtoit  nat 
demo  that  ho  were  nnwortJiy  to  the 
honour,  or  ellea  to  the  wisdom  of  which 
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depen  been,  that,  after  that  he  hath  shad 

5  hise  a^cablo  honies,  he  fleeth  awey,  and 

stingeth  the  hertos,   of   hem  that  ben 

y-smite,  with  bytingo  overlongo  holdings. 

PaosE  VIII.    Niha  igitur  dubium  est. 

Now  is  it  no  donte  thanne  that  thise 
wcyes  ne  ben  a  maner  mislcdinges  to 
blisfulnesse,  ne  that  they  ne  mowe  nat 
leden  folk  thider  as  they  bihcten  to  ledon 
5  hem.  Bnt  with  how  grete  harmcs  thise 
forseydo  weyes  ben  enlaced,  I  shal  showe 
thee  shortly.  For-why  yif  thou  enforcest 
thee  to  asemblo  xnoneyo,  thou  most  bi- 
reven  him  his  moneye  that  hath  it.     And 

lo  yif  thou  wolt  shynen  with  dignitoes,  thou 
most  bisechen  and  supplien  hem  that 
yoven  tho  dignitoes.  And  yif  thou  covei- 
test  by  honour  to  gon  bifom  other  folk, 
thou  shalt  defoulo  thy-self  thorugh  hum- 

15  blcsso  of  axinge.  Yif  thou  desirest  i>ower, 
thou  shalt  by  awaytos  of  thy  subgits 
anoyously  ben  cast  under  manyo  pcriles. 
Axest  thou  glorie?  Thou  shalt  ben  so 
dostrat  by  aspre  thinges  that  thou  shalt 

30  forgoon  sikcmesse.  And  yif  thou  wolt 
leden  thy  lyf  in  dclices,  every  wight  shal 
despisen  thee  and  forleten  thee,  as  thou 
that  art  thral  to  thing  that  is  right  foul 
and  brotel ;  that  is  to  seyn,  sorvaunt  to 

25  thy  body.  Xow  is  it  thanne  wel  seen, 
how  litel  and  how  brotel  possessioun  they 
coveiten,  that  putten  the  goodos  of  the 
body  aboven  hir  owne  resoun.  For  mayst 
thou  sormounten  thise  olifaunts  in  grot- 

30  nesse  or  weight  of  body  ?  Or  mayst  thou 
ben  stronger  than  the  bole  ?  Mayst  thou 
ben  swifter  than  the  tygre  ?  Bihold  the 
spaces  and  the  stablcnesse  and  tho  swifte 
cours  of  the  hevone,  and  stint  som-tymo 

35  to  wondren  on  foule  thinges  ;  the  which 
hevenc,  certes,  nis  nat  rather  for  thise 
thinges  to  ben  wondred  up-on,  than  for 
tho  resoun  by  which  it  is  governed.  But 
the  shjTiing  of  thy  forme,  that  i$  to  $eyn, 

40  t?te  beautee  of  thy  body^  how  swiftly  pass- 
inge  is  it,  and  how  transitorio  :  certes,  it 
is  more  flittingo  than  the  mutabilitoe  of 
flowers  of  the  somcr-sesoun.  For  so  Aris- 
totle telleth,  that  yif  that  men  hadden 


eyon  of  a  beest  that  highte  lynx,  so  that  45 
the  lokinge  of  folk  mightepercen  thorugh 
tho  thinges  that  with-stondon  it,  who-so 
loked  thanne  in  the  entrailes  of  the  body 
of  Alcibiades,  that  was  ful  fayr  in  the 
superfice  with-outo,  it  shold  seme  right  5^ 
foul.     And  forthj',  yif  thou  semest  fayr, 
thy  nature  maketh  nat  that,   but  tho 
desceivaunce  of  the  foblesse  of  the  eyen 
that  loken.    But  preyse  the  goodes  of  the 
body  as  mochel  as  ever  thee  list ;  so  that  55 
thou  knowe  algates  that,  what-so  it  be, 
that  iB  to  teyn^  of  the  goodea  of  thy  body^ 
which  that  thou  wondrest  up-on,  may 
ben  destroyed  or  dissolved  by  the  heto  of 
a  fevere  of  three  dayes.     Of  alio  whiche  60 
forseyde    thinges  I    may    reducen    this 
shortly  in  a  somme,  that  thise  worldly 
goodes,  whiche  that  ne  mowen  nat  yeven 
that  they  biheten,  ne  ben  nat  parfit  by 
the  congregacioun  of  alle  g^oodes ;  that  65 
they  ne  ben  nat  weyes  ne  pathes  that 
bringen  men  to  blisfulncsse,  ne  maken 
men  to  ben  blisfuL 

Mktbx  vm.    Eheu  !  quae  miseros 
tramite  deuio8. 

Alias !  which  folye  and  which  igno- 
raunce  misledeth  wandringe  wrecches 
f^  the  i>ath  of  verray  goode  !  Certes, 
ye  ne  seken  no  gold  in  gprene  trees,  ne  ye 
ne  gadoren  nat  precious  stones  in  the  5 
vynes,  ne  ye  ne  hyden  nat  your  ginnes 
in  the  bye  mountaigncs  to  cacchen  fish 
of  whiche  ye  may  maken  riche  festes. 
And  yif  yow  lyketh  to  hunto  to  roes,  ye 
ne  gon  nat  to  the  fordes  of  the  water  that  10 
highte  Tyrcne.  And  over  this,  men 
knowen  wel  the  crykes  and  the  cavemes 
of  the  see  y-hid  in  the  flodos,  and  knowen 
cek  which  water  is  most  plentivous  of 
whyto  perles,  and  knowen  which  water  15 
haboundoth  most  of  rede  purpre,  that  ia  to 
9fynj  of  a  maner  ihelle-Jfsh  tnith  which  men 
dyen  purpre  ;  and  knowen  which  strondes 
habounden  most  with  tendre  fisshes,  or  of 
shar];>e  fisshes  that  highten  echines.  Bnt  30 
folk  suffren  hem-self  to  ben  so  blindo, 
that  hem  ne  recchoth  nat  to  knowe  where 
thilko  goodes  ben  y-hid  whiche  that  they 
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oovelten,  but  plonngen  hem  in  erthe  and 
>5  seken  there  thilke  good  that  sonnonnteth 
the  hevene  that  bereth  the  sterres.  What 
preyere  may  I  maken  that  be  digne  to 
the  nyce  thooghtes  of  men  ?  Bnt  I  preye 
that  they  coveiten  richesse  and  hononrs, 
30  so  that,  whan  they  han  geten  tho  false 
goodes  with  greet  travaile,  that  ther-by 
they  mowe  knowen  the  verray  goodes. 


Peosx  IX    Hadenus  mendada  formam, 

Itsaifyseth  that  I  have  shewed  hider-to 
the  forme  of  false  welefolnesse,  so  that, 
yif  thou  loke  now  cleerly,  the  order  of 
Tayn  entencionn  reqnireth  trom.  hennes- 

5  forth  to  ahewen  thee  the  verray  welefol- 
nesse.' *  For  sothe,'  qnod  I,  *  I  see  wel 
now  that  snfflsaance  may  nat  comcn  by 
richesses,  ne  power  by  reames,  ne  rever- 
ence by  dignitees,  ne  gentilesse  by  glorie, 

10  ne  joye  by  delices.* 

'And  hast  thonwel  knowen  the  canses/ 
quod  she,  *  why  it  is  ? '  *  Certes,  me 
semeth,'  qnod  I,  '  that  I  see  hem  right  as 
thongh  it  were  thomgh  a  litel  clifbe  ;  but 

15  me  were  lever  knowen  hem  more  openly 
of  thee.* 

*  Certes,*  qnod  she,  *  the  resoun  is  al 
redy.  For  thilke  thing  that  simply  is 
o  thing,  with-outen  any  devisioun,  the 

30  erronr  and  folye  of  mankinde  departeth 
and  devydeth  it,  and  misledeth  it  and 
transporteth  from  verray  and  parfit  good 
to  goodes  that  ben  false  and  nnparfit. 
But  sey  me  this.     Wenest  thou  that  he, 

as  that  hath  nede  of  power,  that  him  ne 
lakketh  no-thing  ?  *        •  Nay,'  qnod  I. . 

*  Certes,'  qnod  she,  *  thou  seyst  a-right. 
For  yif  so  be  that  ther  is  a  thing,  that  in 
any  partye  be  febler  of  power,  certes,  as 

30  in  that,  it  mot  nedes  ben  nedy  of  foreine 
help.*         *  Right  so  is  it,'  qnod  I. 

'  Snffisannce  and  power  ben  thanne  of 
o  kinde  ?  *  *  So  semeth  it,'  qnod  I. 
*And  demest  thon,'  qnod  she,  *that 
J5  a  thing  that  is  of  this  manere,  that  ia  to 
«yn,  guffisaunt  and  mighty^  onghte  ben 
despysed,  or  dies  that  it  be  right  digne  of 
reverence  aboven  alle  thinges  ? '    *  Certes, ' 


qnod  I,  '  it  nis  no  donte,  that  it  is  right 
worthy  to  ben  reverenced.'  40 

'  Lat  ns,'  qnod  she,  '  adden  thanne 
reverence  to  snffisannce  and  to  power,  so 
that  we  demen  that  thise  three  thinges 
ben  al  o  thing.*  *  Certes,*  qnod  I,  '  lat  ns 
adden  it,  yif  we  wolen  grannten  the  sothe.  *  45 

'  What  demest  thou    thanne  ? '    qnod 
she  ;  *  is  that  a  derk  thing  and  nat  noble, 
that  ia  auffiaaunt,  reverent^  and  mighty^  or 
elles  that  it  is  right  noble  and   right 
cleer  by  oelebritee  of  renoun  ?    Consider  50 
thanne,*  quod  she,  *  as  we  han  grannted 
her-bifom,  that  he  that  ne  hath  nede  of 
no-thing,  and  is  most  mighty  and  most 
digne  of  honour,  yif  him  nedeth  any 
oleemesse  of  renoun,  which  cleemesse  he  5S 
mighte  nat  grannten  of  him-self,  so  that, 
for  lakke  of  thilke  cleemesse,  he  mighte 
seme  the  febeler  on  any  syde  or  tho  more 
out-cast  ?  '    Close.   Thia  ia  to  aeyn,  nay ; 
for  who-ao  that  ia  auffiaaunt^  mighty^  and  Co 
reverent^  cleemeaae  of  renoun  folweth  of  the 
foraeyde  ihingea ;  he  hath  it  al  redy  of  hia 
auffiaaunce,        Boece,  *I  may  nat,*  quod 
I,  *  denye  it ;  but  I  mot  graunte  as  it  is, 
that  this  thing  be  right  celebrable  by  6$ 
cleemesse  of  renoun  and  noblesse.  * 

*  Thanne  folweth  it,'  qnod  she,  *  that  we 
adden  cleemesse  of  renoun  to  the  three 
forseyde    thinges,   so   that    ther    ne    be 
amonges  hem  no  difference  ?  *        '  This  is  70 
a  consequence,'  quod  I. 

*  This  thing  thanne,'  quod  she,  *  that  ne 
hath  nede  of  no  foreine  thing,  and  that 
may  don  alle  thinges  by  hise  strengthes, 
and  that  is  noble  and  honourable,  nis  nat  75 
that  a  mcry  thing  and  a  joyful  ?  *  '  But 
whennes,'  quod  I,  '  that  any  sorwe  mighte 
comen  to  this  thing  that  is  swiche,  certes, 

I  may  nat  thinke.' 

'  Thanne  moten  we  graunte,'  quod  she,  80 
*  that  this  thing  be  ful  of  glodnesse,  yif 
the  forseyde  thinges  ben  sothe ;  and 
certes,  also  mote  we  grannten  that  suffi- 
saunce,  power,  noblesse,  reverence,  and 
gludnesse  ben  only  dyverse  by  names,  but  85 
hir  Bubstaunce  hath  no  diversitee.*  '  It 
mot  needly  been  so,'  quod  L 

*  Thilke  thing  thanne,'  quod  she,  *  that 
is   oon  and  simple  in   his  nature,  the 
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90  wikkednesse  of  men  departeth  it  and 
devydeth  it ;  and  whan  they  enforoen 
hem  to  goten  partye  of  a  thing  that  ne 
hath  no  part,  they  ne  geten  hem  neither 
thilke  partye  that  nis  non,  ne  the  thing 
95  al  hool  that  they  no  desire  nat.*  *  In 
-which  manere  ?  *  qnod  I. 

'  Thilke  man,'  quod  she,  *  that  secheth 
richesses  to  fleen  povert«e,  he  ne  tra- 
vaileth  him  nat  for  to  gete  power  ;  for  he 

i(X)  hath  lever  ben  derk  and  vyl ;  and  eek 
withdraweth  from  him-self  many  naturel 
delyts,  for  he  nolde  lese  the  moneye  that 
he  hath  assembled.  Bat  certes,  in  this 
manere  he  ne  getoth  him  nat  suflBisaunoe 

X05  that  power  forletoth,  and  that  molostie 
prikketh,  and  that  iilthe  maketh  out-cast, 
and  that  derkonesse  hydeth.  And  certes, 
he  that  desireth  only  power,  he  wasteth 
and  scatereth   riohesse,  and  despyseth 

110  delyts,  and  eek  honour  that  is  with-oute 
power,  ne  he  ne  preyseth  glorie  no-thing. 
Certes,  thus  seest  thou  wel,  that  manye 
thinges  faylen  to  him ;  for  he  hath  som- 
tyme  defaute  of  many  necessitees,  and 

J 15  many  anguisshes  byten  him;  and  whan 
he  no  may  nat  don  tho  defautes  arwey,  he 
forleteth  to  ben  mighty,  and  that  is  tho 
thing  that  he  most  desireth.  And  right 
thus  may  I  maken  semblable  resouns  of 

120  honours,  and  of  glorie,  and  of  deljrts. 
For  so  as  every  of  thise  forseyde  thinges 
is  the  same  that  thiso  other  thinges  ben, 
that  ia  to  seyn^  al  oon  thing ^  who-so  that 
ever  seketh  to  goten  that  oon  of  thise, 

125  and  nat  that  other,  he  ne  geteth  nat  that 

he  desireth.'        Boece.  *  What  soyst  thou 

thanne,  yif  that  a  man  ooveiteth  to  geten 

alio  thiso  thinges  to-gider  ? ' 

PhiloaophU.     '  Certes,'   quod    she,    *  I 

130  wolde  seye,  that  he  wolde  geten  him 
sovereyn  blisftdnosse ;  but  that  shal  he 
nat  finde  in  tho  thinges  that  I  have 
showed,  that  ne  mowen  nat  yeven  that 
thoy  boheten.'       *  Cortes,  no,'  quod  I. 

155  *  Thanne,*  quod  she,  *  ne  sholden  men 
nat  by  no  wey  seken  bllsitdnesse  inswiche 
thinges  as  men  wone  that  they  ne  mowen 
yeven  but  o  thing  senglely  of  alle  that 
men  seken.'         '  I  gri*ftunte  wel,'  quod  I ; 

140  *  ne  no  Bother  thing  ne  may  ben  sayd. ' 


*  Now  hast  thou  thanne,'  quod  she,  'the 
forme  and  the  causes  of  false  weleful- 
nesse.  Now  tome  and  flitte  the  cyeii 
of  thy  thought ;  for  ther  shalt  thou 
seen  anon  thilke  verray  blisfnlnesse  that  145 
I  have  bihight  thee.'        *  Certes,'  quod  I, 

'  it  is  cleer  and  open,  thogh  it  were  to 
a  blinde  man  ;  and  that  shewedest  thou 
me  fill  wel  a  litel  her-bifom,  whan  thou 
enforcedest  thee  to  shewe  me  the  causes  150 
of  tho  false  blisfolnesse.  For  but-yif  I 
be  bigyled,  thanne  is  thilke  the  verray 
blisftilnesse  parfit,  that  parfitly  maketh 
a  man  suffisaunt,  mighty,  honourable, 
noble,  and  ful  of  gladnesse.  And,  for  155 
thou  shalt  wel  knowe  that  I  have  wel 
understonden  thise  thinges  with-in  my 
herte,  I  knowe  wel  that  thilke  blisfnl- 
nesse, that  may  verrayly  yeven  oon  of 
the  forseyde  thinges,  sin  they  ben  al  oon,  160 
I  knowe,  doutcles,  that  thilke  thing  is 
the  fulle  blisfiilnesse.' 

'  O   my   norie,'    quod    she,    *  by    this 
opinioun  I  seye  that  thou  art  blisful,  yif 
thou  putte  this  thor-to  that  I  shal  soyn.'  165 
'What  is  that?'  quod  I. 

'  Trowest  thou  that  ther  be  any  thing 
in  thise  orthely  mortal  toumbling  thinges 
that  may  bringon  this  ostat  ? '  *  Ccrtos,* 
quod  I,  *I  trowe  it  naught;  and  thon  170 
hast  shewed  me  wel  that  over  thilke  good 
ther  nis  no-thing  more  to  ben  desired.* 

*  Thise  thinges  thanne,'  quod  she,  *  that 
ia  to  aey^  erthely  siijffiaaunce  and  power  and 
iwiche  thingeif  either  they  semen  lyke-  175 
nesses  of  verray  good,  or  olles  it  someth 
that  they  yeve  to  mortal  folk  a  maner  of 
goodes  that  ne  ben  nat  parfit ;  but  thilke 
gcifid  that  is  verray  and  parfit,  that  may 
they  nat  yeven.'  *I  acorde  me  wel,*  180 
quod  I. 

*  Thanne,*  quod  she,  '  for  as  mochel  as 
thou  hast  knowen  which  is  thilke  vormy 
blisfnlnesse,  and  eek  whiche  thilke 
thinges  ben  that  lyen  falsly  blisfVdnesse,  185 
that  is  to  9tyn^  thai  by  deceits  semen  verray 
goodeSf  now  behoveth  thee  to  knowe 
whennes  and  where  thou  mowe  seke 
thilke  verray  blisfnlnesse.'  *  Certes,' 
quod  I,  '  that  desire  I  groetly,  and  have  190 
abiden  longo  tiyme  to  herknen  it.' 
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*  Bat  for  aa  moche,'  quod  she,  '  as  it 
lyketh  to  my  disciple  Plato,  in  his  book  of 
*'  in  Timeo/*  that  in  right  litel  thinges 

195  men  sholden  hisechen  the  help  of  god, 
what  jngest  thoa  that  be  now  to  done,  so 
that  we  may  deserve  to  finde  the  sete  of 
thilke  verray  good  ? '  *  Certes,'  qnod  I, 
*  I  deme  that  we  shollen  depen  the  fader 

joo  of  alle  goodes ;  for  with-onten  him  nia 
ther  no-thing  fonnden  a-right.' 

*  Thoa  seyst  a-right,'  quod  she ;  and 
bigan  anon  to  singen  right  thus : — 


Metrx  IX.     O  qui  perpeiua  mundum 
ratione  giibemaa, 

• 

*  O  thoa  fader,  creator  of  hevene  and  of 
erthes,  that  govemest  this  world  by  per- 
darable  resoon,  that  comanndest  the 
tymes  to  gon  from  sin  that  age  hadde 

5  beginninge ;  thou  that  dwellest  thy-self 
ay  stedefast  and  stablo>  and  yevest  alle 
othre  things  to  ben  moeved  ;  ne  foreine 
causes  necesseden  thee  never  to  oompoune 
werk  of  fioteringe  matere,  but  only  the 

10  forme  of  soverein  good  y-set  with-in  thee 
with-oute  envye,  that  moevede  thee  freely. 
Thoa  that  art  alder-fayrest,  beringe  the 
faire  world  in  thy  thought,  formedest 
this  world  to  the  lyknesse  semblable  of 

15  that  faire  world  in  thy  thought.  Thou 
drawest  al  thing  of  thy  soverein  en- 
saumpler,  and  comaundest  that  this 
world,  parfitliche  y-maked,  have  freely 
and  abaolut    his   parfit  parties.      Thou 

JO  bindest  the  elements  by  noumbres  pro- 
porcionables,  that  the  colde  thinges 
mowen  acorden  with  the  bote  thinges, 
and  the  drye  thinges  with  the  moiste 
thinges ;  that  the  iyr,  that  is  purest,  ne 

3S  flee  nat  over  hye,  ne  that  the  hevinesse 
ne  drawe  nat  adoun  over-lowe  the  erthes 
that  ben  plounged  in  the  wateres.  Thou 
knittest  to-gider  the  meno  sowle  of  treble 
kinde,  moevinge  alle   thinges,  and  de- 

yo  vydest  it  by  membres  acordinge ;  and 
whan  it  is  thus  devyded,  it  hath  asembled 
a  moevinge  in-to  two  roundes ;  it  goth  to 
tome  ayein  to  him-sell,  and  envirouneth 
a  ttd  deep    thought,    and    tometh   the 


hevene  by  semblable  image.     Thou  by  35 
evene-lyke  causes  enhansest  the  sowles 
and  the  lasse  lyves,   and,   ablinge  hem 
heye  by  lighte  cartes,  thou  sowest  hem 
in-to  hevene  and  in-to  erthe  ;  and  whan 
they  ben  converted  to  thee  by  thy  be-  40 
nigno  lawe,  thou  makest  hem   retome 
ayein  to  thee  by  ayein-ledinge  fyr.     O 
fader,  yivo  thou  to  the  thought  to  styen  up 
in-to  thy  streite  sete,  and  graunte  him  to 
enviroune  the  welle  of  good ;   and,  the  45 
lighte  y-founde,  graunte  him  to  fichen  the 
dere  sightes  of  his  corage  in  thee.    And 
scater  thou  and  to-breke  thou  the  weightes 
and  the  doudes  of  erthely  hevinesse,  and 
shyne  thou  by  thy  brightnesse.    For  thou  50 
art  deemesse ;  thou  art  pejrsible  reste  to 
debonaire  folk ;  thou  thy-self  art  bigin- 
ninge,  berer,  leder,  path,  and  terme ;  to 
loke  on  thee,  that  is  our  ende. 

Pbosk  X.     Quoniam  igUur  quae  Ht 
imperfecti. 

For  as  moche  thanne  as  thou  hast  seyn, 
which  is  the  forme  of  good  that  nis  nat 
parfit,  and  which  is  the  forme  of  good  that 
is  parfit,  now  trowe  I  that  it  were  good  to 
shewe  in  what  this  perfeccioun  of  blisfnl-  5 
nesse  is  set.  And  in  this  thing,  I  trowe 
that  we  sholden  first  enquere  for  to  witen, 
yif  that  any  swiche  manor  good  as  thilke 
good  that  thou  hast  diffinisshed  a  litel 
heer-biforn,  that  ie  to  eeyn^  soverein  good^  10 
may  ben  founde  in  the  nature  of  thinges  ; 
for  that  veyn  imaginacioun  of  thought  ne 
deceyve  us  nat,  and  putte  us  out  of  the 
sothfastnesse  of  thilke  thing  that  is  sum- 
mittod  unto  us.  But  it  may  nat  ben  15 
deneyed  that  thilko  good  ne  is,  and  that 
it  nis  right  as  welle  of  alle  goodes.  For 
al  thing  that  is  deped  inparfit  is  proeved 
inparfit  by  the  amenusingo  of  perfeccioun 
or  of  thing  that  is  parfit.  And  ther-of  20 
comth  it,  that  in  every  thing  general,  yii 
that  men  seen  any-thing  that  is  inparfit, 
certes,  in  thilke  general  ther  mot  ben 
som-thing  that  is  parfit ;  for  yif  so  be  that 
perfeccioun  is  don  awey,  men  may  nat  25 
thinko  no  seye  fro  whennes  thilke  thing 
is  that  is  cleped  inparfit.    For  the  naturo 
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ofthiograna  took  cati  liir baginninpi of 

thinfies   amennsed  snd  inpurflt,  bat 

ga  procedflth  of  thingea  that  b«n  al  hoolo 

and  abaolnt,  and  dewundetli  bo  donn  ' 

enttoreit  thinses,  and  in-to  thingea  empty 

aud    with-ontan   frnt.     Bat,   aa  I  have 

7-ahewed  a  litel  her-biforn,  that  yif  ther 

35  be  a  blisfnlneaiB  that  be  freele  and  Tsya 

and  inparflt,  ther  may  no  man  doate  that 

ther  nil  aom  bliafiilnBHe   that  ia  aad, 

■tedefaat,  and  parflt,'        Boea.  'Tbii  ii 

eoncluded,'  quod  I,  '  fennelr  and  loth- 

4(]fitstl)'.' 

PhUotophit,  '  Bat  conddere  alao,'  qnod 

'      ahe,    'in   vbam   this   bUaftUnesie    en- 

hahiteth.    The  comtme  ocordaimas  and 

oonoeite  of  the  coragea  of  men  proeveth 

45  and  gnanteth,  that  god,  prinoe  of  alia 

tbin^i,  is  good.    For,  so  aa  nothing-  ne 

nuty  bon  tbooght  bettre  tbtm  god,  it  may 

nat    bon    dontad  thanno  that  be,  that 

notbing  nU  bettre,  that  he  nia   good. 

SO  Certei,  leaoan  aboweth  that  god  is  so 

good,  that  it  proveth  by  Terray  force  that 

parfit  good  ia  in  him.    For  yif  god  no  ia 

■wich,  he  ne  mny  nnt  ben  prince  of  alls 

thingea ;  foi  certes  som-thing  possessing 

S5  in  it-self  parftt  good,  iholde  ben  mor« 

worthy  than  god,  and  it  sholile  semen  that 

thillie  thing-  vera  flrat,  and  elder  than 

god.     For  -we  han  shewed  apertly  that 

alle  tbinges  that  ben  porflt  ben  Ant  or 

6otbinges  that  ben  nnporfll;  and  fbr-thy, 

for  ma  moche  as  that  my  resonn  or  my 

procea  ne  go  nat  a-wey  with-oate  an  ende, 

we  owen  to  gramitan  that  the  soverein 

god  is  right  fnl  of  aovoroin  parflt  good. 

6s  And  we  han  estublisahed  that  the  soverein 

good  is  Torray  hliifulnesM  :  thanne  mot  it 

nodes  bo,  that  -rerray  bliaiiilnoase  is  set  in 

•overoin  god.'        '  Thia  take  I  wel,'  qnod 

I,  *  ne  tluB  ne  may  cat  ben  withsoid  in  no 

JO  man  ere.' 

'  Bat  I  pre.1-^'  qaod  ahe,  '  aoe  now  how 
thon  mayst  proeven,  holily  and  with-oate 
oornpcioan,  this  that  I  have  aeyd,  that 
the  soverein  god  is  light  fill  of  soverein 
ngood,'  'In -which  manere?'  good  L 
'  Weneat  thon  aught,'  qaod  ihe, '  that 
this  prince  of  alle  thuigea  have  y-taka 
thilke  soverein  good  auy-whei  oat  of  him- 


self, of  which  soverein  good  men  provelh 
that  he  ia  ftil,  right  as  than  nughteat  3u 
thinken  that  god,  that  hath  bliaftalneaae 
In  him-eelf,  and  thilke  bliaftilneaas  that 
ia  in  him,  wersn  dyvors  in  snbalannoe  f 
For  yif  thon  wane  that  god  have  received 
thilks  good  ont  of  him-nlf,  thon  mayst  »•; 
wena  that  he  that  yaf  thilke  good  to  god 
bo  more  worthy  than  is  god.     Bat  I  am 
bi-knowen  and  confesse,  and  that  right 
dignely,  that  god  is  right  worthy  aboren 
alle  thinges ;  and,  yif  so  be  that  this  good  go 
be  in  him  by  nature,  bat  that  it  is  dyven 
firo  him  t?  weninge  rceouu,  sin  we  speke 
of  god  prinoe  of  alle  thinges :  feigne  who- 
so feigne  may,  who  -was  he  that  hath 
oosjoignedthisedyverss  thinges  to-gider?  95 
And  aek,  at  the  last«,  ase  wel  that  a  thing 
that  is  dyven  troia  any  thing,  that  thilke 
thing  nia  nat  that  same  thing  tto  which 
it  is  nnderstcnden  to  ben  dyvera.  Thanno 
Mweth  it,  tJiat  thilke  thing  that  by  his  lou 
nature  ia  dyvers  fto  soverein  good,  that 
that  thing  nia  nat  soverein  good  ;  bnt 
eertes,  thai  were  a  felonona  ooiaednease 
to  thinken  that  of  him  that  nothing  nis 
more  worth.     For  alwey,  of  alle  thingea,  1115 
the  nature  of  horn  ne  may  nat  bon  bettre 
than  his  biginning ;    for  which  I  may 
oondaden,  by  right  verray  reioan,  that 
thilke  that  is  biginning  of  alia  thingea, 
thilke  IBDie  thing  ia  soverein  good  in  his  1 10 
sabetannoe.'        'Thon  hast  aeyd  right- 
folly/  qood  1. 

'  Bat  we  han  graonted,'  qaod  she,  *  thai 
the  soverein  good  is  bliaiiilnasae,'  *  And 
that  is  sooth,' qaod  L  115 

'  Thanne,'  qnod  she,  '  moton  we  nedei 
graunten  and  cwnfe«en  that  thilke  same 
soverein  good  be  god. '  '  Certes,'  quod 
I,  'I  ne  may  nat  denye  ne  withstonde 
the  resoons  parposed ;  and  I  see  wel  that  ttci 
it  fnlweth  by  Btrengthe  of  the  premisses.' 

'Loke  now,'  qaod  she,  'yif  this  be 
proved  yit  more  fermely  thus :  that  ther 
ne  mowen  nat  ben  two  soverein  goodes 
that  bon  dyverse  amonge  hem-self.  For  115 
certes,  the  goodes  that  ben  dyverse 
amonges  hem-aalf,  that  oon  nis  nat  that 
that  other  is  ;  thanng  ne  may  neither  of 
hem  ben  parflt,  so  as  either  of  hem  Iak> 
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ijoketh  to  other.  Bat  that  that  nis  nat 
parflt,  men  may  seen  apertly  that  it  nis 
nat  sovorein.  The  thinges,  thanno,  that 
ben  sovereinly  goode,  ne  mowen  by  no 
wey  ben  dyrerse.     But  I  have  wel  con- 

ij5  eluded  that  blisfulnesse  and  god  ben  the 
Boverein  good ;  for  whiche  it  mot  nedes 
ben,  that  soverein  blisfulnesse  is  soverein 
divinitee.*  *  Nothing/   quod    I,    ^nis 

more  soothfast  than  this,  ne  more  ferme 

140  l^  resoun  ;  ne  a  more  worthy  thing  than 
god  may  nat  ben  concluded.' 

'  Up-on  thise  thinges  thanne,'  quod  she, 
'right  as  thise  geometriens,  whan  they 
han  shewed  hir  proposiciouns,  ben  wont 

145  to  bringen  in  thinges  that  they  clopen 
poxismes,  or  declaraciouru  of  foraeide 
tkmge»y  right  so  wole  I  yeve  thee  heer  as 
a  ooroUarie,  or  a  mede  of  coroune.  For- 
why,  for  as  moohe  as  by  the  getingo  of 

150  blisfulnesse  men  ben  maked  blisful,  and 
blisfulnesse  is  divinitee :  thanno  is  it 
manifest  and  open,  that  by  the  getingo  of 
divinitee  men  ben  makod  blisful.  Bight 
as  1^  the  getinge  of  justice  [they  ben 

155  maked  just],  and  by  the  gotinge  of  sa- 
pience they  ben  maked  wyse :  right  so, 
nedes,  by  the  semblablo  resoun,  whan 
they  han  geten  divinitee,  they  ben  maked 
goddes.      Thanno  is  every  blisful  man 

160  god  ;  but  certes,  by  nature,  ther  nis  but 
o  god ;  but,  by  the  i)articipacioun  of 
divinitee,  ther  ne  let  no  desturbeth 
nothing  that  ther  ne  ben  manye  goddes.' 
*This    is,'   quod  I,  'a   fair    thing   and 

1(^5  a  precious,  clei>e  it  as  thou  wult ;  be  it 
porismo  or  corollarie,'  or  mede  ofcuroune 
or  declaringes, 

*  Certes,'  quod  she,  ^  nothing  nis  fayrer 
than  is  the  thing  that  by  resoun  sholde 

170  ben  added  to  thise  forseide  thinges.' 
'  What  thing  ? '  quod  I. 

*  So,'  quod  she,  *•  as  it  semeth  that  blis- 
fulnesse conteneth  many  thinges,  it  were 
for  to  witen   whether   that    alio   thise 

175  thinges  makcn  or  conjoignon  as  a  maner 
body  of  blisfulnesse,  by  dyversitee  of 
parties  or  of  membros  ;  or  elles,  yif  that 
any  of  alio  thilke  thinges  be  swich  that  it 
acomplisshe  hy  him-self  the  substaunce  of 

iSo  Uisfolnesse,  so  that  alle  thise  othre  thinges 


ben  referred  and  brought  to  blisfulnesse,' 
that  is  to  seyri,  as  to  the  cheef  of  hem. 

*  I  wolde,'  quod  I,  '  that  thou  makedest 
me  cleorly  to  understonde   what    thou 
seyst,  and  that  thou  recordedest  me  the  185 
forseydo  thinges.' 

*  Have  I  nat  juged,'  quod  she,  *  that 
blisfulnesse  is  good  ? '  '  Yis,  forsothe,' 
quod  I ;  ^  and  that  soverein  good.' 

^  Adde  thanne,'  quod  she,  '  thilke  good,  190 
thai  is  maked  blisfulnesse^  to  alle  the  for- 
seide thinges ;   for  thilke  same  blisful- 
nesse that  is    domed    to    ben    sovorein 
suffisaunco,  thilke  selve  is  soverein  power, 
soverein  reverence,  sovorein  cleemesse  or  195 
noblesse^  and  soverein  delyt.      Conclnsio. 
What  seyst  thou  thanno  of  alle  thise 
thinges,    that    is    to   soyn,    suf&saunce, 
XH>wer,  and  this  otlire  thinges;  ben  they 
thanne  as  membres  of  blisfulnesse,  or  ben  aoo 
they  referred  and  brought  to  soverein 
good,  right    as    alio    thinges    that    })eix 
brought  to  the  ch  ief  of  hem  ? '      'I  under- 
stonde wel ; '    quod  I,  *  what  thou  pur- 
posest  to  soke ;  but  I  desire  for  to  herkno  305 
that  thou  shewe  it  mo.' 

*"  Tak  now  thus  the  discrecioun  of  this 
que^ion,'  quod  she.  *  Yif  alle  thise 
thinges,'  quod  she,  *  weron  membres  to 
felicitee,  than  weren  they  dyverse  that  210 
oon  from  that  other ;  and  swich  is  the 
nature  of  parties  or  of  membres,  that 
dyverse    membres    compounen   a  body.' 

*  Certes,'  quod  I,  '  it  hath  wel  ben  shewed 
heer-biforn,  that  alle  thise  thinges  ben  315 
alle  o  thing.' 

*  Thanne  ben  they  none  membres,'  quod 
she ;  '  for  elles  it  sholde  seme  that  blis- 
fulnesse were  conioigncd  al  of  on  mem- 
bre  allone  ;  but  that  is  a  thing  that  may  220 
nat  be  don.'  '  This  thing,'  quod  I,  *  nis 
nat  doutoiis  ;  but  I  abydo  to  herknen  the 
remnaunt  of  thy  questioun.' 

'  This  is  open   and  cleer,'  quod  she, 

*  that  alle  othre  thinges  bon  referred  and  22$ 
brought  to  good.  For  therefore  is  suffi- 
saunce  rcquercd,  for  it  is  domed  to  ben 
good ;  and  forthy  is  power  requered,  for 
men  trowen  also  that  it  be  good  ;  and  this 
same  thing  mowen  we  thinken  and  con-  230 
jecten  of  reverence,  and  of  noblesse,  and 
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of  delyt.  Thanne  ia  lOTereiii  Eood  the 
■omTno  Knd  tha  caiua  of  al  tlut  traghto 
ban  denred ;  far-why  thilke  thing  that 

lU  with-holdeth  no  good  in  it-ulf,  ne  wm- 
btnnncfl  of  p>od,  it  ne  may  nat  wel  in  no 
miLncre  be  desired  no  reqnAred^  And  tho 
controrio  ;  for  thogh  tbat  things*  by  hir 
untnro  no  ben  nat  goodo,  algates,  yif  men 

140  wono  that  ben  goode,  yit  ben  they  deaired 
M  though  that  they  weren  vorraylicho 
goods.  And  therfor  la  it  that  men 
ooghten  to  wena  by  right,  that  boanteo 
bo  tlio  ■overein  tyo,  and  the  caiuo  of  alle 

>45  tho  thingos  that  ben  to  reqoeren.  Bat 
cortoB.  tbilho  that  ii  canu  fur  which  men 
reqaoron  any  thing,  it  someth  thatthilke 
■aniD  thing  be  moct  deairwl.  Asthna  -.yif 
that  a  wight  wolde  ryden  for  canao  of 

ijn  hele,  ho  ne  deaireth  nat  ao  mochel  the 
moevinge  to  rydan,  aa  the  effect  of  hia 
hclo,  Ifow  thanne,  ain  that  alio  thingea 
bon  reqaered  for  the  grace  of  gnod,  they 
no  ben  nut  deali^  of  alio  folk  more 

155  tbanno  tho  same  good.  Bnt  wa  han 
grannted  that  bliifhlneaae  ia  that  thing, 
I'lir  whictie  that  alle  thiio  olhro  thingea 
Iwn  desired ;  thanne  ia  it  thna ;  that, 
a,  only  bliafnlnesaa  ia  reqnered'  and 
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lired.      By  . 
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n  other  place. 

UrmnX  Hue  omnei  parHer  mnlU  eapIL 
O  ometh  nllo  tfrgider  now.  ye  that  ben 
y-canght  ooU  y-boondo  with  wikkede 
cbej'Dcii,  by  the  dcceivable  delyt  of  erthely 
thingi'9  cnhabitingo  in  yonr  thought  I 
S  Hoor  ahiil  ben  tho  roate  of  j'onr  laboara, 
heer  is  Ibo  havvno  stable  in  peynbia 
quicte  ;  this  ullone  ia  the  open  refht  to 
wreoehcs.  Glosa,  nit  It  to  aeyn,  Oiat 
l/g    that    ben  combrtd  and    draipcd  iHth 


worldeli/  affeaioum,  camelh  noa  to  UUi  10 
toctrrin  good,  (Aaf  it  god,  lliat  it  rt/ut  to 
hem  IliaC  toolen  amtn  to  him.     Toitna. 
Alio  tho  thingea  that  the  river  Tagna 
yeveth  yow  with  hia  goLleno  gravailea,  or 
ellea    alle    Iho   tbEngei   that    tho    river  15 
Hermaa  yevcth  with  hia  rede  brinks,  or 
that  Indna  yeveth,  that  ia  next  the  hots 
party  of  tho  world,  that  medleth   tho 
greno  atonsa  with  the  whyte,  no  aholdo 
nat  oleeren  tho  looklnge  of  yonr  thought,  w 
bnt  hyden  rather  your   blinde  ooragea 
with-in  hir  derknesaa.     Al  that  lyketh 
yow  heer,  and  excyteth  and  moeveth  yonr 
thoughtea,  the  erthe  halh  aoriaahad  it  in 
hiao  lowo  cavea.     Bnt  tho  ahyningo,  by  35 
whicho    the    hevene    ia    governed    and 
whennc*    he    hath    hia  atrengthe,   that 
eaohneth  the  derke  overthrowinge  of  the 
aowla ;  and  who-ao  may  knowen  thilke 
light  of  blislblnoBBe,  he  ahal  wel  aeyn,  30 
that  the  wbyto  bemeaofthaaonneneben 

PRoa"  XL    Atterttior,  Inquam. 

Bone.  'I  aaaento  me,'  qnod  I;  'for 
alio  thiae  thingea  ben  atrongly  bonnden 
with  right  fenne  reaonna.' 

FhilotopMe.  '  Row  mochel  wilt  thon 
preyaau  it,'  qnod  aho,  'yif  that  thon  5 
knowe  what  thilke  good  isT'  '  I  wul 
prejae  it,'  qnod  1,  '  by  piya  with-onten 
ende,  yif  it  ahal  bityde  me  to  knows  alao 
to-gidor  gnd  that  ia  good.' 

'  Certes,'  qnod  ahe,  '  that  ahal  I  dn  theo  10 
by  verroy  reaonn,  yif  that  thn  thingea 
that  I  bavo  conclnded  a  litel  hcr-bifom 
dwellen  only  in  hir  first  gmnnting.' 
'  They  dwellen  granntod  to  thoe,'  qnod  I ; 
thititloieyH,iu  vho  teith:  I  grauHlo  Up  15 
foTttidt  canelattotim. 

'  Have  I  nat  shewed  thee,'  quod  she, 
'that  the  thingea  that  ben  reqaered  of 
many  fulkes  ne  ben  nat  verray  goodea  ne 
parflte,  for  they  ben  dyveise  that  oon  Sro  10 
that  othro ;  and  ao  aa  ech  of  hem  ia  lak- 
kingo  to  other,  they  ne  han  no  power  to 
bringen  a  good  that  ia  lU  and  abaolnt  f 
Bnt  thanne  at  erat  ben  they  vorray  good, 
wfaanne  they  ben  gadered  to-gider  alle  :; 
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in-to  o  forme  and  in-to  oon  wirkinge,  so 
that  tiiilke  thing  that  is  snflBsannce, 
thilke  same  be  power,  and  reverence,  and 
noUesie,  and  mirthe ;  and  forsothe,  bnt- 

ju  yif  aUe  thise  thinges  ben  alle  oon  same 
thing,  they  ne  han  nat  wherby  that  th^y 
mowen  ben  pat  in  the  nonmber  of  thinges 
that  onghten  ben  requered  or  desired.' 
*  It  is  shewed,'  quod  I ;  *  ne  her-of  may 

35  ther  no  man  donten.' 

*  The  thinges  thanne,'  qnod  she,  *  that 
ne  ben  no  goodes  whanne  they  ben  dy- 
▼erse,  and  whan  they  beginnen  to  ben 
alle  oon  thing  thanne  ben  they  goodes, 

40  ne  comth  it  hem  nat  thanne  by  the 
getinge  of  onitee,  that  they  ben  maked 
goodes  ? '     *  So  it  sezneth,'  qnod  I. 

*  Bat  al  thing  that  is  good,'  qnod  she, 
'granntest  thou  that  it  be  good  by  the 

45  participacioan  of  good,   or   no  ? '  *  I 

graonte  it,'  qnod  L 

*  Thanne  most  thon  grannten,'  quod 
she,  *  by  semblable  resonn,  that  oon  and 
good  be  00  same  thing.     For  of  thinges, 

50  of  whiche  that  the  effect  nis  nat  natnrelly 
diverse,  nedes  the  substance  mot  be  00 
same  thing.'  *I  ne  may  nat  denye 
that,'  quod  L 

*  Hast  thon  nat  knowen  wel,'  qnod  she, 
55  '  that  al  thing  that  is  hath  so  longe  his 

dwellinge  and  his  substaonce  as  longe  as 
it  is  oon ;  bat  whan  it  forleteth  to  ben 
oon,  it  mot  nedes  dyen  and  cornmpe  to- 
gider  ? '         *  In  which  manere  ? '  quod  I. 

60  *  Bight  as  in  bestes,'  quod  she,  *  whan 
the  sowle  and  the  body  ben  conjoigned 
in  oon  and  dwellen  to-gider,  it  is  clcpcd 
a  beest.  And  whan  hir  unitce  is  destroyed 
by  the  disseveraunce  of  that  oon  from 

6$  that  other,  than  sheweth  it  wel  that  it  is 
a  ded  thing,  and  that  it  nis  no  lengcr 
no  beest.  And  the  body  of  a  wight,  whyl 
it  dwelleth  in  00  forme  by  conjunccioun 
of  membres,   it   is  wel  seyn  that   it  is 

;o  a  figure  of  nmn-kinde.  And  yif  the 
parties  of  the  body  ben  so  devyded  and 
dissevered,  tJiat  oon  fro  that  other^  that 
they  destroj'en  unitee,  the  body  forleteth 
to  hen  that  it  was  bifom.     And,  who-so 

75  wolde  renne  in  the  same  manere  by  alle 
thingtta^  he  sholde  seen  that,  with-oate 


doute,  every  thing  is  in  his  substaunce  as 
longe  as  it  is  oon  ;  and  whan  it  forleteth 
to  ben  oon,'  it    dyeth    and  perissheth.' 
^Whan    I    considero,'    quod   I,    *manyo  8u 
thinges,  I  see  non  other.' 

*Is  ther  any-thing  thanne,'  quod  she, 
*  that,  in  as  moche  as  it  liveth  naturelly, 
that  forleteth  the  talent  or  appetyt  of  his 
beingo,  and  desireth  to  come  to  dceth  and  85 
to  corui)cioun  ? '  *Yif  I   considere,' 

quod  I,  *  the  beestes  that  han  any  maner 
nature  of  wilningo  and  of  nillinge,  I  no 
flnde  no  beest,  but-yif  it  bo  constrcined 
fro  with-oute  forth,  that  forleteth  or  90 
dcspyseth  the  cntoncioun  to  liven  and 
to  duren,  or  that  wole,  his  thankes, 
hasten  him  to  dyen.  For  every  beest 
travailoth  him  to  deffende  and  kepe  the 
savacioun  of  his  lyf,  and  oschueth  deeth  95 
and  dostraccionn.  But  certes,  I  doute 
me  of  herbes  and  of  trees,  that  is  to  seyn, 
that  I  am  in  a  doute  of  swiche  thinges  (u 
herbes  or  treeSy  that  no  han  no  folinge 
sowles,  ne  no  naturel  tcirkinges  seruinge  to  100 
appetytes  as  bestes  han,  tchether  they  han 
appetyt  to  dwellen  and  to  durenj* 

*  Certes,'  quod  she,   *ne  ther-of  thar 
thee  nat  doute.     Now  loko  up-on  thise 
hGrl)es  and  thise  trees  ;  they  wexen  first  105 
in  swiche  places  as  ben  covenable  to  hem, 
in  whiche  places  they  ne  mowen  nat  sone 
dyen  no  dryen,  as  longo  as  hir  nature 
may  doffendcn   hem.     For  som  of  hem 
waxen   in   feoldes,   and   som    in   moun-  no 
taignes,  and  othro  waxen  in  mareys,  and 
othre  eleven  on  roches,  and  somme  waxen 
plcntivouB  in  sondes ;   and  yif  that  any 
wight  enforce  liim   to  heron  hem  in-to 
othre    places,    tliey    wcxon    drye.      For  115 
nature  yeveth  to  every  thing  that  that 
is  convenient  to  him,  and  tra^iuleth  tliat 
they  no  dye  nat,  as  longe  as  they  han 
power  to  dwellen   an<l  to  liven.     Wliat 
woltow  seyn  of  this,  that  they  drawen  120 
alio  hir  norisshinges  by  hir  rotes,  right 
as  tliey  hudden  hir  mouthcs  y-plounged 
with-in  the  crthes,   and   shoden  by  hir 
maryes  hir  wodo  and  hir  bark?     And 
what  woltow  sejTi  of  this,   that  thilke  125 
thing  that  is  right  softe,  as  the  mar^'o  is, 
that  is  alwey  hid  in  the  seto,  ol  with- 
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iano,  and  that  i»  defended  fro  witli-onto 
b;  the  BtftdufostneBso  of  wodo ;  and  that 

o  the  uttcresto  bnrlc  ia  put  ■yoina  tha  des- 
tempemunce  uf  the  hevene,  u  ■  defeodonr 
mighty  to  aaffron  hai'm?  And  thus, 
cort«B.  maystoHF  nel  seen  liov  greet  ig 
the  diligence  of  iiatnre  ;  for  alls  thingoa 

IS  ronovolen  and  pnplisahen  hem  with  seed 
y.maltiiilyed  ;  no  ther  ni»  no  man  that  ne 
wot  wel  that  they  no  ben  right  aa 
a  fonndnment  and  edifice,  for  to  dnren 
nat  only  for  a  tyme,  bnt  right  aa  for 

o  to  rloreo  pordomlily  by  geaeraoioun.  And 
tho  thingee  eek  that 


t  eoh  of 


hem  by  semblabla  resoou  to  kepen  that 
is  hira,  that  it  la  jeyn,  tliat  it  acordinga  to 

\S  Mr  mture  in  conxirodimn  of  hir  btinge 
andemlanngtf  For  whei^for  eUoabecBth 
lightneeso  tho  flantnbes  np,  and  tha 
weigbto  preiseth  the  ertho  a-doon,  bnt 
for  as  mocbo  as  thilke  places  anif  tbilko 

[O  mocvingea  ban  covenable  to  eTsrioh  of 
horn?  And  forsothe  every  thing  kepeth 
thilke  that  !■  aconlinga  and  propre  to 
him,  right  as  tlunges  that  ben  contiariea 
and  encmys  corompen  hem.    And  yit  tho 

;5  harda  thingei,  as  otooes,  olyven  and 
holden  hir  purties  to-gider  right  foste  and 
harde,  ftnd  duffendan  hem  in  withBtimd- 
ingo  that  they  ne  daparta  nat  lightly 
a-twinnc.      And    tha  thiuges  that    ben 

ia  sons  and  fletinge.  as  ia  water  and  e^, 
they  departen  lightly,  and  yevan  place 
to  hem  (hnC  broken  or  devyden  hem ; 
bnt  nathclos,  they  retomen  soae  ayoin 
in-to  the  same  tbiuges  ito  wbannes  they 
■ttcfi.    Bat  fyr  fleeth  and  raftiaeth 


Na  I  u 


wilfnl  moevinges  of  the  sowlo 
that  is  knowingo,  bnt  of  the  uatnrel 
entcncionu  of  thinges,  as  thns  :  right  as 

o  we  Bwolwo  tha  mote  tbatwa  receiTen  and 
no  tliinko  nnt  on  it,  and  as  we  drawea 
onr  brcvth  in  alcpiuge  that  wa  wite  it 
nat  whylo  wo  alepcn.  For  oertes,  in  the 
beestM,  the  lovo  of  hir  livinges  ne  of  hit 

'5  beingpa  ne  comtk  nat  of  the  wilningea 
of  tho  sowlo,  bat  of  the  biginningea  of 
natnro.  For  certaa,  thorogh  oonatrein- 
inge  cansea,  wil  deaireth  and  smbnoeth 


fDl  ofta  tyme  tha  death  that  nature 
dredeth ;  that  i$  to  wyn  aa  tktu ;  t/uil  tfi 
a  man  may  btn  ronttrrgned  to,  by  torn 
cauw,  mat  hit  wtt  dalrtth  and  talath  the 
dttth  ahich  that  Botunt  hattth  and  drtd- 
tth  fid  tort.  And  somtymo  wa  seeth 
the  oontrarye,  a*  thoa :  that  the  wil  of  iH 
a  wight  deatorbeth  and  conatreyneth  that 
that  nature  deairetii  and  reqnereth  al- 
vey,  that  it  to  tejpi,  tha  werk  of  gonera- 

dwelleth  and  is  snatened  the  long  dora-  '^ 
bletea  of  mortal  thingea.     And  thus  this 
oharitae  and  this  love,  that  every  thing 
hath  to  him-Mlf,  ne  oomth  nat  of  tho 
moevingo  of  the  sowle,  bnt  of  tha  en- 
tencionn  of  nature.     For  the  pnrviaunca  19 
of  god  hath  yaven  to  thingea  that  ben 
oreat  of  him  thia,  that  ia  a  fbl  grat  canaa 
to  liven  and  to  duren  ;   for  which  they 
deairen  natnrelly  hir  lyf  as  lou^  as  ever 
tbey  mowen.    For  which  thou  inayst  nat  *> 
dreda,    by   no    manare,    that    alia    tho 
thinges  that  ben  anywbero,  that  they  ne 
reqneren  natnrelly  Uie  fenne  stablenosao 
of   perdorablo    dwellinge,  and    eek  tho 
eachninge  of  deatmooionn.'     'Now  con-  m 
fossa  I  wel,'  quod  I, '  that  I  see  now  wel 
certainly,  with-outo  dontea,  the  thingea 
that  whylom  semeden  nn  certain  to  mo,' 

'But,'  qaod  she,  'thilke  thing  tiiat 
desireth  to  be  and  to  dwellen  perdnrably,  '■' 
he  deaireth  to  ben  oon  ;  for  yif  that  that 
oon  ware  deatroyed,  cartel,  beinge  ne 
ahulda  ther  non  dwellen  to  no  wight.' 
'  That  ia  aootb,'  quod  I. 

'Thanne,'     quod     ahe,     'deairen    alio  ir 
thingea  oon  ?'         '  I  aaaente,'  quod  I. 

'  And  I  have  ahewed,'  quod  she, '  that 
thilke  same  oon  ia  thilke  that  is  good  i ' 
'  Ye,  for  aothe,'  qnod  L 

'Alio  thingea  thanne,'  quod  ahe,  're-  3> 
qoiren  good ;  and  thilke  good  thanna 
mayst  thoa  deaurven  right  thus :  good 
is  thilke  thing  that  every  wight  deaireth.' 
'Thor  ns  may  be  thought,'  qnod  I,  'no 
more  verray  thing.  For  either  alle  11. 
thinges  ban  refbrred  and  brongjit  to 
nought,  and  £oteren  with-cnte  govemoiiT, 
despoiled  of  oon  as  of  hir  propre  beved  ; 
or  elles,  yif  ther  be  any  thing  to  which 
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i50  that  alio  thinges  tenden  and  hyen,  that 
thixig  moste  ben  the  soverein  good  of  alle 
goodea.* 

Thanne  seyde  she  thus :  *  O  my  nory,' 
quod  she,  *  I  have  gret  gladnesse  of  thee ; 

t^  for  thou  hast  ficched  in  thjm  herte  the 
middel  soothfastnesse,  that  ia  to  myn,  the 
prikke;  but  this  thing  hath  ben  des- 
covered  to  thee,  in  that  thou  seydest 
that  thou  wistest  nat  a  litel  her-bifom.' 

2+0  •  What  was  that  ?'  quod  L 

*That  thou  ne  wistest  nat,'  quod  she, 
*  which  was  the  ende  of  thinges ;  and 
eertes,  that  is  the  thing  that  every  wight 
desireth ;  and  for  as  mochel  as  we  han 

2|5  gadered  and  comprehended  that  good  is 
thilke  thing  that  is  desired  of  alle,  thanne 
moten  we  nedes  confessen,  that  good  is 
the  fyn  of  alle  thinges. 

MxTsx  XL    QuisquU  profunda  mente 
ueHigat  uerum, 

Who-so  that  seketh  sooth  by  a  deep 
thoght,  and  coveiteth  nat  to  ben  deceived 
by  no  mis-weyes,  lat  him  rollen  and 
trenden  with-inne  him-self  the  light  of 

5  his  inward  sighte ;  and  lat  him  gadere 
syein,  endyninge  in-to  a  compas,  the 
longe  moevinges  of  his  thouglites;  and 
lat  him  techen  his  corage  that  he  hath 
enclosed  and  hid  in  his  tresors,  al  that 

10  he  compasseth  or  seketh  fro  with-oute. 
And  thanne  thilke  thinge,  that  the  blake 
eloude  of  errour  whylom  hadde  y-covered, 
thai  lighten  more  cleerly  thanne  Fhebns 
him-aelf  ne  shyneth.        Qlosa.    WTKhso 

15  Wfle  •eJben  the  deep  grounde  of  sooth  in  his 
thought,  and  u»l  nat  be  deceived  by  false 
proposicumns  that  goon  amis  fro  t?ie  trouthe, 
lat  him  wet  examine  and  rolle  idth-inne 
himself  the  nature  and  the  propretees  of  the 

» thing ;  and  lat  him  yit  effsones  examine 
and  roUen  his  thoughtes  by  good  deliberor- 
ciotm,  or  that  A«  deme  ;  and  lot  him  techen 
his  sowle  thai  it  hath,  by  natural  principles 
kindeliche  y-hid   vyith-in  it-self  alU   the 

25  trouthe  the  v:hiche  he  imagineth  to  ben  in 
thinf^  with-oute.  And  thanne  alle  the 
derknesse  of  his  midcnowinge  shal  seme  more 
evidently  to  Hghte  of  his  understondinge 


tJianne  the  sonne  ne  semeth  to  sighte  witJi^ 
oute-forth.        For  eertes  the  body,  bring-  30 
inge  the  weighto  of  foryetinge,  ne  hath 
nat  chased  out  of  your  thoughte  al  the 
deemesse  of  your  knowinge  ;  for  certeinly 
the  seed  of  sooth  haldeth  and  cljrveth 
with-in  your  corage,  and  it  is  awaked  35 
and  excyted  by  the  windo  and  by  the 
blastes  of  doctrine.    For  wherfor   elles 
demen  yo  of  your  owne  wil  the  rightes, 
whan  ye  ben  axed,  but-yif  so  were  that 
the  norisshinge  of  resoun  ne  livedo  y-  4° 
plounged  in  the  dopthe  of  your  herte? 
this  is  to  seyn,  how  sholden  men  demen  the 
sooth  of  any  thing  that  were  axed,  yif  tJier 
nere  a  rote  of  soothfastnesse  that  were  y- 
plounged  and  hid  in  naturel  principles,  the  45 
whiche  soothfastnesse  lived  with-in  the  deep- 
nesse  of  the  thought.    And  yif  so  be  that 
the  Muse    and    the    doctrine    of   Plato 
singeth  sooth,  al  that  every  wight  lemeth, 
he  ne  doth   no-thing  elles  thanne  but  5^ 
recordeth,  as  men  recorden  thinges  that 
ben  foryeten,' 

PsoBE  XII.     Tum  ego,  Platoni,  inquam, 

Thanne  seido  I  thus  :  *  I  acorde  me 
gretly  to  Plato,  for  thou  remembrest 
and  recordest  me  thise  thinges  yit  the 
secounde  tyme  ;  that  is  to  seyn,  first  whan 
I  loste  my  memorie  by  the  contagious  5 
conjunccioun  of  the  body  with  the  sowle ; 
and  eftsones  afterward,  whan  I  loste  it, 
confounded  by  the  charge  and  by  th% 
burdeno  of  my  sorwe.* 

And  thanne  seido  she  thus  :  '  yif  thou  10 
loke,'  quod  she,  '  first  the  thinges  that 
thou  hast  graunted,  it  ne  shal  nat  ben 
right  far  that  thou  ne  shalt  remembren 
thilke  thing  that  thou  seydest  that  thou 
nistest  nat.'        'What  thing?'  quod  L      15 

'  By  whiche  g^vemement,'  quod  she, 
'  that  this  world  is  governed.'  *  Me 
remembreth  it  wel,'  quod  I ;  '  and  I  con- 
fesse  wel  that  I  ne  wiste  it  naught.  But 
al-be-it  so  that  I  see  now  from  a-fer  what  ao 
thou  purposest,  algates,  I  desire  yit  to 
herkene  it  of  thee  more  pleynly.' 

'Thou    ne    wendesl    nat,'    quod    she, 
'a  litel   her-bifom,  that  men    sholden 
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'5  dont«  that  this  world  nu  p>veriled  by 

god."  *  Certes,'  qaod  I, '  ne  yit  ne  donte 
I  it  nsoglit,  De  I  nel  never  wene  that 
It  wore  to  doato ;  a*  Kho  teith,  but  I  uol 
•Ml  (Aa(  ffod  govenuth  il\it  vxnid;   and 

JU  I  abal  ilinrtly  uiBwerea  tbee  by  wlmt 
reBoans  I  am  brought  to  this.  This 
world,' cinod  I,  '  of  so  manye  dyverse  and 
coQtrarione  pnrties,  ub  migbt«  never  hda 
ben  agsemblBd  in  o  forme,  bnt-yif  tber 

3S  aere  oon  that  conjoi^nede  so  nrnnye  dj'- 
verM  thinges ;  and  the  same  dyveraitee 
of  hir  natnrea,  that  wi  ducorden  that 
■»□  tHi  thtX  Dthor,  moste  departen  and 
tmjoJgaen    tb^    thinges    that   hoD  con- 

40  joiRiipd,  yif  ther  ne  wero  oon  that  oon- 
leneile  that  ho  hath  conjoined  and  y- 
boundo.  Xo  the  cart«In  ordre  of  n&tora 
ne  Bholde  nat  brings  forth  §0  ordsnee 
mocvingca,    by    phicei,    hy    tymoa,    by 

45  doingog,  by  ipiuee,  l>y  qnaliteea,  yif  thor 
ne  wore  oon  that  wore  ay  Btedefart 
dwellingo,  that  ordeynedc  and  disponede 
tbise  dyvoraileeB  of  nioevingee.  And 
thiLko  thing,  what-«o-aviFr  it  bo,  by  which 

JO  that  alle  thingeabony.makod  and  y-lad, 
I  clejie  hiui  '^god  " ;  that  ia  a  word  that 
iBnscItoaUofolk.- 

Thuine  *eyde  abe  :    'sin   thon  feleet 
tbos  tbiee  tbin^es.'  qnod  she,  '  I  trowe 

SS  that  I  have  litel  more  to  done  that  tboo, 
mighty  of  welefiUnoBSe,  iiiwl  and  lonnde, 
ne  BBS  eftsones  thy  contrce.  Bat  Ut  ns 
token  the  thingeB  that  we  hau  pnrpoaed 
her-bifom.    Have  I  nat  Doombred  and 

to  seyd,'  qnod  ihe,  'that  Boffisatuico  ib  in 
blisfulnea*e,  and  we  ban  acorded  that 
godis  tbilkosamo  bliif nlnaue  ? '  '  Yia, 
jbrsothe.'  quod  I. 

'And    that,   to    goveme    this    worM,' 

6^  qaod  she,  '  ne  shal  be  never  ban  nede 
of  non  help  fro  witb-ontef  For  ellei, 
yif  he  hadde  nede  of  any  help,  he  ne 
■bnldo  nat  have  no  fnl  nfflBaauce  F ' 
'  Yia,  tba»  it  mot  nedo*  be,'  qnod  I. 

^  'Thanne  ordoineth  ba  by  him-stJf  al- 
one alio  thingM?'  qaod  aho.  'That 
may  nat  be  denoyed."  qnod  I. 

'And  I  have  shewed  that  god  is  the 
■ame  good  ?'         'It  remembreth  me  vet,' 


'  Tfaatine  ordeinetb  he  alle  tbinges  by 
tbilke  good,'  qaod  she ;  '  sin  be,  which 
that  we  ban  soorded  to  bo  good,  giivemeth 
alle  things*  by  him-sslf;  and  he  is  as 
a  keye  and  a  stere  by  which  that  the  So 
edifice  of  this  world  is  y-kept  itatile 
and  witb-oQte  ooronmpinge.'  '  I  acorde 
me  greetly,'  quod  I ;  '  and  I  aperceivedo 
a  litel  hop-bifom  that  tbonwoldest  aeye 
thns  ;  al-bs-it  so  that  it  were  by  a  thione  115 

'I  trowe  it  wel/  quod  ahe;  'fbr,  as 
I  trowe,  thon  ledoAt  now  more  ententifly 
Uiyne  eyen  to  token  the  ¥ern^  goodoa. 
But  nathelee  the  thing  that  I  shal  telle  90 
thee  yit  ne  ihewetb  nat  lasse  to  loken.' 
'Whatiathatt'  qnod  I. 

*  So  as  men  trowen,'  qnod  she,  '  and 
that  rightfully,  that  god  govomoth  alle 
tbiiigi>B  by  the  keye  of  bis  goodnesse,  95 
and  Bile  thise  lamc  tbingee,  as  I  have 
tanght  thee,  hasten  hem  by  natorel  en- 

man  doaton  that  tbey  no  bo  governed 
Tolnntariely,  and  that  they  ne  converten  100 
hem  of  hir  owno  wil  to  the  wil  of  hir 
ordanonr,  aa  they  that  bea  acordinge  and 
enolyninge  to  hir  govemour  and  hir 
king."  '  It  mnt  nodes  lie  go,'  quod  I  ; 
'for  the  reanma  ne  sholde  nat  semen  105 
blisful  yif  thor  were  a  yok  of  mis- 
drawingas  in  dyverso  parties ;  ne  the 
savinge  of  obedient  tbinges  ne  sholde  nat 
be.' 

'Thanne  is  ther  nothing,'  qnod  she,  110 
■that  kepeth  tkia  nature,  that  enforceth 
him  to  goon  ayoin  god  ? '         '  No.'  qnod  I. 

'  And  3'if  ttiat  any-thing  enforcede  him 
to  with-Btonda  god,  mighte  it  availcn  at 
the    laate    ayeing    him,    that    we    ban  iix 
grannted  to  bon  almighty  by  the  rif^bt 
of  bliBfulnoBBef        'Cones,' qnod  I,  'al- 

'Thanno  is  thor  no-lhing.'  qaod  she. 
'that  eitbor  wolo  or  may  with-atonden  no 
to  this  Boverein  good  ?'         'I  trowe  nat,' 

'  Thanne  ia  thilks  the  soverein  good,' 
quod  she,  'that  alio  thinges  govemetb 
strongly,   and   ordeyneth    bom    softely.'  1J5 
Thanne  aeyde  I    thuB :    'I  delyte  mo,' 
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qiiod  I,  '  nat  only  in  the  endes  or  in  the 
Bomme  of  the  resonns  that  thou  haat 
concladed  and  proeved,  "but  thilke  'wordei 

130  that  thon  usest  deljten  me  moche  more ; 
so,  at  the  laste,  foolei  that  auntyme 
renden  grete  thinget  onghten  ben  Sr 
■hamed  of  hem-self ;'  that  it  to  seyn,  that 
we  /00U9  that  reprehenden  tcikkedly  the 

1J5  tUmfea  that  Umchen  goddes  ffovemaunce^ 
we  oughten  ben  aehanud  of  our-telf:  a$ 
ly  that  myde  that  god  refuaeth  only  the 
werkes  of  m^  a«i4l  me  entremeteth  nat  qf 


14U  *  Thon  hast  wel  herd,*  quod  she,  *  the 
faUea  of  the  poetes,  how  the  giannts 
aaaaileden  the  hevene  toith  the  goddea; 
bnt  forsothe,  the  debonair  force  of  god 
depoeede  hem,  as  it  was  worthy ;  tJiat  ie 

M5  to  teyn,  dettroyede  the  giaunts,  as  it  vxu 
tporthy.  Bat  wilt  thou  that  wa  joigpien 
to-gider  thilke  same  resonns?  For  per- 
aTentnre,  of  awich  conjnncioon  may 
sterten  np  som  fair  sparkle  of  Booth.' 

150  *  Do/  qnod  I,  *  as  thee  liste.' 

'  Wenest  thon,*  quod  she,  *  that  god  ne 
he  almighty  ?    No  man  is  in  donte  of  it.* 

*  Cert«s,'  qnod  I,  '  no  wight  ne  donteth 
it,  yif  he  be  in  his  minde.' 

155  *  Bnt  he,  *  qnod  she,  *  that  is  almighty, 
ther    nis   nothing   that   he    ne    may?* 

*  That  is  sooth,'  qnod  L 

*  May  god  don  yvel  ? '  qnod  she.  *  Nay, 
forsothe,*  qnod  I. 

160  ^Thanne  is  yvel  nothing,'  qnod  she, 
*8in  that  he  ne  may  nat  don  yvel  that 
may  don  alle  thinges.'  *  Scomest  thon 
me  ? '  qnod  I ;  *or  ellee  pleyeat  thou  or 
deeeivegt  thou  me,  that  hast  so  woven  me 

165  with  thy  resonns  the  hous  of  Dedalns, 
10  entrelaoed  that  it  is  nnable  to  be  nn- 
laced ;  thon  that  other- whyle  entrest 
ther  thon  issest,  and  other-whyle  issest 
ther  thon  entrest,  ne  foldest  thon  nat 

170  to-gider,  byreplicadounofwordeey  amaner 
wonderfnl  oercle  or  environinge  of  the 
simpliciteA  devyne?  For  certes,  a  litel 
her-bifom,  whan  thon  bignnne  at  hlisfnl- 
nesse,  thon  seydest  that  it  is  soverein 

175  good ;  and  seydest  that  it  is  sot  in  soverein 
god ;  and  seydest  that  god  him-self  is 
soverein  good  ;  and  that  god  is  the  fuUe 


blisftilnesse ;  for  which  thon  yave  me  as 
a  covenable  yift,  that  is  to  seyn,  that  no 
wight  nis  blisfnl  bnt-yif  he  bo  god  also  iSo 
ther-with.      And  seidest   eek,   that   the 
forme  of  good  is  the  snbstaance  of  god 
and  of  blisfnlnesse  ;    and  seidest,   that 
thilke  same  oon   is  thilke   same  good, 
that  is  reqnered  and  desired  of  alle  the  x^5 
kinde  of  thinges.    And  thon  proevcdest, 
in  dispntinge,  that  god  govemeth  all  the 
thinges  of  the  world  by  the  govemements 
of  boon  tee,  and  seydest,  that  alle  thinges 
wolen  obeyen  to  him  ;  and  seydest,  that  190 
the  nature  of  yvel  nis  no-thing.     And 
thise  thinges  no  shewcdest  thou  nat  with 
none  resonns  y-taken  fro  with-oute,  but 
by  proeves  in  cerd^« andhoomlich  knowen  ; 
the  whiche  proeves  drawcn  to  hem-self  ^95 
hir  foith  and  hir  acord,  overich  of  hem 
of  other.' 

Thanne  seyde  she  thus :  '  I  ne  scomo 
thee  nat,  ne  pleye,  ne  deceive  thee\  bnt 
I  have  shewed  thee  the  thing  that  is  200 
grettest  over  alle  thinges  by  the  yift  of 
god,  that  we  whylom  proyeden.  For  this 
is  the  forme  of  the  de\yne  substannce, 
that  is  swich  that  it  ne  slydeth  nat  in-to 
oxitterest  foreine  thinges,  ne  ne  receiveth  305 
no  straungo  thinges  in  him  ;  but  right 
as  Parmenides  soyde  in  Greek  of  thilke 
devyne  substannce ;  he  soyde  thus  :  that 
"  thilke  devyne  substannce  tometh  the 
world  and  the  moevuble  cercle  of  thinges,  210 
whyl  thilke  dev3me  8ul)staunce  kepeth 
it-solf  with-oute  moevinge;"  that  is  to 
seyn,  that  it  ne  moeveth  never-mo,  and  yit  it 
moeveth  alle  othre  thincjcs.  But  natheles, 
yif  I  have  stired  rcsouns  that  ne  ben  nat  215 
taken  fro  with-oute  the  compas  of  thing 
of  which  we  troten,  but  resonns  that  ben 
bistowed  with-in  that  compas,  ther  nis 
nat  why  that  thou  sholdest  merveilen  ; 
sin  thou  hast  lerned  by  the  sentence  of  220 
Plato,  that  "  nodes  the  wordes  moten  be 
cosines  to  the  thinges  of  which  they 
speken." 

Mktrs  XII.     Felix,  qui  potuit  honi. 

BlisfHil  is  that  man  that  may  seen  the 
clere  welle  of  good;   blisftd  is  he  that 
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may  unbinden  hixn  fro  tho  bondes  of  the 
bevy  erthe.  The  poete  of  Trace,  OrphetUf 
5  that  whylom  hadde  right  greet  Borwe 
for  the  deeth  of  his  wyf,  after  that  he 
hadde  xnaked,  by  his  -weeply  songes,  the 
wodeSf  xnoeTablOf  to  rennen  ;  and  hadde 
maked  the  riveres  to  stonden  stille  ;  and 

lo  hadde  maked  the  hertes  and  the  hindes 
to  joignen,  dredeles,  hir  sydes  to  cruel 
lyonnSf  /br  to  herknen  hia  aonge ;  and 
hadde  maked  that  the  hare  was  nat  agast 
of  the  hoondef  which  that  was  plesed  by 

15  his  songe :  so,  whan  the  moste  ardannt 
love  of  his  wif  brendo  the  entrailes  of  his 
brest,  ne  the  songes  that  hadden  over- 
oomen  alle  thinges  ne  mighten  nat  a»> 
Bwagen    hir  lord  OrphetUj  he  pleynede 

ao  him  of  the  hevene  goddes  that  weren 
cmel  to  him ;  he  wento  him  to  the  houses 
of  belle.  And  there  he  temprede  hise 
blaundisshinge  songes  by  resowninge 
strenges,  and  spak  and  song  in  wepinge 

25  al  that  ever  he  hadde  received  and  laved 
out  of  the  noble  welles  of  his  moder 
CaUiope  the  goddesse ;  and  he  song  with 
OS  mochel  as  he  mighte  of  wepinge,  and 
with  as  moche  as  love,  that  doublede  his 

30  sorwe,  mighte  yeve  him  and  techen  him  ; 
and  he  oommoevede  the  helle,  and  re- 
querede  and  bisoughte  by  swete  preyere 
the  lordes  of  sowles  in  helle,  of  relesinge ; 
tJuU  is  to  aeyHy  to  yilden  him  his  tcyf. 

35  CerberuSy  the  porter  of  helle,  with  his 
three  hevedes,  waa  caught  and  al  abayst 
for  the  newe  song ;  and  tho  three  god- 
desses, Furies^  and  vengeresses  of  felonyes, 
that  tormenten  and  agasten  the  sowles 

40  by  anoy,  woxen  sorwful  and  sory,  and 


wepen  teres  for  pitee.    Tho  ne  was  nat 
the  hoved  of  Ixion  y-tormented  by  the 
overthrowinge  wheel ;  and  Tantalus,  that 
was  destroyed  by  the  woodnesse  of  longe 
thurst,  dcspyseth  the  flodes  to  drinko ;  45 
the  fowl  that  highte  vdLtor,  that  eteth 
the  stomak  or  the  giser  of  Tityus,  is  so 
fulfild  of  his  song^  that  it  nil  eten  ne 
tyren  no  more.     At  the  laste  the  lord 
and  juge  of  sowles  was  moeved  to  miseri-  50 
oordes  and  cryde,  *'  we  ben  overcomen," 
quod  he ;  '*  yive  we  to  Orpheus  his  wyf 
to  here  him  companye ;  he  hath  wel  y- 
bought  hir  by  his  song  and  hia  ditee ; 
but  we  wol  putte  a  lawe  in  this,  and  55 
oovenaunt  in  the  yifte :   that  is  to  seyn, 
that,  til  he  be  out  of  helle,  yif  he  loke 
behinde  him,  that  his  wyf  shal  comen 
ayein  unto  us."        But  what  is  he  that 
may  yive  a  lawe  to  loveres  ?    liove  is  60 
a  gretter  lawe  and  a  stronger  to  him-self 
than  any  lawe  that  men  may  yeven.    Alias ! 
whan  Orpheus  and  his  wyf  weren  almost 
at  the  termes  of  the  night,  that  is  to  seyn^ 
at  the   laste   boundes   of  hetle^  Orpheus  65 
lokede  abakward  on  Kurydice  his  wyf, 
and  losto  hir,  and  was  deed. 

This  fable  aperteineth  to  yow  alle,  who- 
80-ever  dcsireth  or  seketh  to  lede  his 
thought  in-to  the  soverein  day,  tJuU  istojo 
seyn,  to  deemesse  of  soverein  good.  For 
who-so  that  over  bo  so  overcomen  that 
he  ficche  his  eyen  into  the  putte  of  helle, 
that  is  to  seyn^  toTio-so  sette  his  tlioughtes  in 
erthely  thinges^  al  that  ever  he  hath  75 
drawen  of  the  noblo  good  celestial,  he 
lesoth  it  whan  he  loketh  the  belles,'  that 
is  to  seyn,  in-to  lowe  thinges  of  the  erthe 
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BOOK  IV. 


Pboss  L   Ilec  cum  Philoaophia^  dignitate 
uultus. 

Whan  Philosophye  hadde  songensoftoly 
and  dolitably  tho  forseido  thinges,  kepinge 
the  digniteo  of  hir  chero  and  the  weighte 
of  hir  wordes,  I  thanne,  that  ne  hadde 


nat  al-outerly  foryet«n  the  wepinge  and  5 
tho  mouminge  that  was  set  in  myn 
herte,  forbrak  the  entencioun  of  hir  tlmt 
ontendede  yit  to  seyn  some  othre  thinges. 
*  O,*  quod  I,  *  thou  that  art  gydoresse  of 
verrey  light ;  the  thinges  that  thou  hast  10 
seid  me  hider-to  ben  so  dere  to  me  and 
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■o  ahewinge  by  the  devyne  lookinge  of 
hem,  and  by  thy  resoims,  that  they  ne 
mowen    ben    overoomen.      And    thilke 

15  thinges  that  thou  toldest  me,  al-be-it  so 
that  I  hadde  whylom  foiyeten  hem,  for 
the  Borwe  of  the  wrong  that  hath  ben 
don  to  me,  yit  natheles  they  ne  weren 
nat  al-oatrely  nnknowen  to  me.    But  this 

x>  tame  is,  namely,  a  right  greet  caase  of 
my  sorwe,  wo  as  the  govemonr  of  thingee 
is  good,  yif  that  jrveles  mowen  ben  by 
any  weyes  ;  or  elles  yif  that  jrveles  passen 
with-onte pnnisshinge.   The  whiche  thing 

25  only,  how  worthy  it  is  to  ben  wondred 
np-on,  thou  considerest  it  wel  thy-self 
certeinly.  Bnt  yit  to  this  thing  ther  is 
yit  another  thing  y-joigned,  more  to  ben 
wondred  up-on.  For  felonye  is  emperesse, 

30  and  flooreth  ful  of  richesaea ;  and  vertn 
nis  nat  al-only  with-oute  medes,  but  it 
is  cast  nnder  and  fortroden  under  the 
feet  of  felonons  folk ;  and  it  abyeth  the 
torments  in  stede  of  wikkede  folounes. 

35  Of  alle  whiche  thinges  ther  nis  no  wight 
that  may  merveylen  y-nongh,  ne  com- 
pleine,  that  swiche  thinges  ben  doon  in 
the  regno  of  god,  that  alle  thinges  woot 
and  alle  thinges  may,  and  ne  wole  nat 

40  bat  only  gode  thinges.' 

Thanne  seyde  she  thus  :  '  Certes,'  quod 
she,  *■  that  were  a  greet  merveyle,  and  an 
enbasshinge  with-oaton  ende,  and  wel 
more  horrible  than  alio  monstres,  yif  it 

45  were  as  thon  wenest;  that  ia  to  aeyn^  that 
in  the  right  ordenee  hoos  of  so  mochel 
a  &der  and  an  ordenoor  of  mejrnee,  that 
the  vesseles  that  ben  foule  and  vyle 
sholden  ben  honoured  and  heried,  and 

5D  the  precious  vesseles  sholden  ben  de- 
fooled  and  vyle ;  bat  it  nis  nat  so.  For 
jrif  tho  thinges  that  I  have  concluded 
a  litel  her-bifom  ben  kept  hole  and  un- 
raoed,    thou    shalt   wel    knowo    by  the 

55  autoritee  of  god,  of  the  whos  regno 
I  speke,  that  certes  the  gode  folk  ben 
alwey  mighty,  and  shrewes  ben  alwey 
out-cast  and  feble ;  ne  the  vyces  ne  ben 
never-mo  with-oute  peyne,  ne  the  vertues 

60  ne  ben  nat  with-oute  mede ;  and  that 
blisftilneeses  comen  alwey  to  goode  folk, 
and  infortune  oomth  alwey  to  wikked 


folk.  And  thou  shalt  wel  knowe  many 
thinges  of  this  kinde,  that  shollen  cosen 
thy  pleintes,  and  strengthen  thee  with  65 
stedefast  sadnesse.  And  for  thou  hast 
seyn  the  forme  of  the  verray  blisfulncsse 
by  me,  that  have  whylom  showed  it  thee, 
and  thou  hast  knowen  in  whom  blisful- 
nesse  is  y-set,  alle  thinges  y-treted  that  70 
I  trowe  ben  neoessarie  to  putten  forth, 
I  shal  shewe  thee  the  woy  that  shal 
bringen  thee  ayein  un-to  thyn  hous. 
And  I  shal  ficchen  fetheres  in  thy  thought, 
by  whiche  it  may  arysen  in  heighte,  so  75 
that,  alle  tribulacioun  y-don  awoy,  thou, 
by  my  gydinge  and  by  my  path  and  by 
my  sledes,  shalt  mowe  rctome  hool  and 
sound  in-to  thy  contree. 

-Metbe  L    Sunt  etenim  permae  uolucrea 

mihu 

I  have,  forsothe,  swifbe  fetheres  that 
surmounten  the  heighte  of  hevene.  Whan 
the  swifte  thought  hath  clothed  it-self  in 
tho  fetheres,  it  despyseth  the  hateful 
erthes,  and  surmounteth  the  roundncsse  5 
of  the  grote  ayr  ;  and  it  seeth  tho  cloudes 
behinde  his  bak  ;  and  passeth  the  heighte 
of  the  region  of  the  fyr,  that  eschaufeth 
by  the  swifte  moevinge  of  the  firmament, 
til  that  he  areyseth  him  in-to  tho  houses  10 
that  beren  the  sterros,  and  joyneth  his 
weyes  with  the  sonne  Phobus,  and  fclaw- 
shipeth  the  wey  of  the  olde  coldo  Satur- 
nus ;  and  he  y-maked  a  knight  of  the 
clere  sterre ;  that  is  to  teyn^  thcU  the  15 
thougJU  ia  maked  goddea  knight  by  the 
aekinge  of  trovihe  to  comen  to  the  verray 
knotdecJie  of  god.  And  thilke  thoght 
renneth  by  the  cercle  of  the  storrcs,  in 
alle  places  thor-as  the  shjminge  night  is  20 
peinted ;  that  ia  to  aeyn^  the  night  ttiat  ia 
clottdelea ;  for  on  nightea  t?uit  ben  doudelea 
it  aemeth  aa  the  hevene  were  peinted  uith 
dyverae  imagea  of  aterrea.  And  whanne 
he  hath  y-doon  ther  y-nough,  he  shal  25 
forleten  the  laste  hevene,  and  he  shal 
prcssen  and  wenden  on  the  bak  of  the 
swifte  firmament,  and  he  shal  ben  maked 
parfit  of  the  worshipful  light  of  god, 
Ther  halt  the  lord  of  kinges  tho  ceptre  30 


neth  tho  ■wifta  cart  or  nyn,  Uial  It  to 
15  K|pn,  tJie  circuUr  mooHngi  of  (fta  ttmne. 
Aad  jif  thy  T«y  lodoth  thoe  Ayein  ■» 
thkt  thoa  bo  bronght  tbider,  tbanna 
volt  thou  leya  now  tbat  that  is  the 
contree  that  thou  reqnereat,  of  which 
.o  thon  DQ  hAdde^  dci  miniio  :  "hnt  now  it 
ramembreth  me  wel,  heer  wae  I  born, 
heer  wol  I  fostno  my  de^roe,  hecr  vole 
I  dvelle."  But  yif  theo  lykslh  thaDDe 
to  loken  on  th»  derknone  of  the  erthe 
.5  that  thou  hast  Cirlaten,  thsune  Bhnlt 
thou  ■«□  that  thisa  fslonoiu  tyreunts, 
that  tho  wroochedB  pcpio  dredoth,  now 
tbollen  bea  oxylod  iio  thllke  fayre  um- 


PaoH  n.    Ttm  tgo,  Papaa,  inquam. 

TliMi  icydE  T  thus : '  owh  1 1  wondra  me 

that  thou  bihoteBt  mo  ao  grete  thingee ; 

ne  I  ne  douta  nat  that  thou  ne  mayat 

wel  porforme  that  thou  bjhateat.     But 

S  I  preye  theo  only  this,  that  thou  ne 
tarye  oat  to  telle  mo  thilke  tbiogea  that 
thou  hast  moovod,' 

^  First,'    quod  ahe,   ^  thou  most  nodes 
knowen,     that    goodo    folk    ben    alwey 

10  (trosgo  and  miKhly,  and  the  shrowes 
ben  feble  and  desert  and  naked  of  alia 
■tronf^hea  And  of  tbiSD  tbinges,  oortes, 
ererich  of  hem  is  declared  and  ihcwed 
by  other.     For  so  as  good  and  yvel  ben 

■5  two  contraries,  yif  so  be  that  good  be 
steclofaat,  than  ihewoth  the  fehlESso  of 
j-vel  al  oiionly;  and  yif  thou  knowe 
clocrly  the  I'rel.'neasa  of  yval,  the  stodo- 
faalnoBBe  of  good  is  kcowon.     But  for  as 

HI  macho  as  (ho  foy  of  my  sentence  sbal 
be  the  more  fermo  and  haboundaunt, 
I  will  gon  by  that  00  wey  and  by  tliat 


that  ben  ; 


a  this  1:1 


now  OQ  that  syde.  Two  thinges  ther  ben 
in  whichs  the  effect  of  alia  the  dodes  of 
mankinde  atanileth.  that  is  to  seyn,  wil 
and  powor  ;  and  yif  that  oon  of  thiao  two 
&yleth,  thor  ni*  nothing  that  may  be 


the  wil  nis  but  in  ydel  and  stont  for 
naught.  And  ther-of  eometh  it,  that  yif 
thou  Bee  a  wight  that  wolde  getan  that  iS 
ho  may  nat  goten,  thou  mayit  nat  douten 
that  power  ne  iayleth  him  to  haven  that 
ha  wolde.'  <Thla  ia  open  and  deer,' 
quod  I ;  '  ne  it  may  nat  ben  dengyed  in 


'  And  yif  thou 
'that  hath  dooi 
thou  nilt  nat  d 
hod  power  tc 


1  thi 


Fight,*  quod  she, 
he  wolde  doon, 
t  he  ne  bath 
Ko,'  qaod  L 


that  that  eyety  wight  may,  4] 
in  that  men  may  holden  him  mighty ; 
at  teho  tft/Oi,  in  to  nwchs  at  man  U  mlghlff 
U>  dona  Oiing,  in  to  mocka  men  Mall  Mm 
mighig ;  and  in  that  that  he  ne  may,  in 
that  men  demen  him  to  be  feble.'  '  I  511 
DOnfeSM  it  wel,'  quod  T. 

'  Romembreth  thee,'  qnod  she,   '  that 
I  have  gadered  and  shewed  t^  fors 


IS  that 


L  of  the  wi! 


ikinde,  which  that  is  lad  by  dyven 
studies,  haatoth  to  comen  to  blisfulnesse  t ' 
'  It  romembreth  ma  wel,'  quod  I, '  that  it 
bath  ben  shewed.' 

'  And  record?th  theo  net  thanne,'  qnod 
she,  'thatblisfolneeae  is  thilke  same  good  6d 
that  men  reqnoren ;  so  that,  when  that 
blisfblnesae  is  requared  of  alle,  that  good 
also  is  reqnered  and  desired  of  aUaf 
'  It  ne  recordeth  me  nat.'  qund  I ;  '  for 
I  have  it  grotly  alwey  flcehed  in    my  65 

'Alle  folk  thanne,'  qaod  (ha,  'goods 
and  eok  badde,  onfarpen  hem  witb-onts 
difference  of  entonci<>un  to  comen  to 
good  f '  '  This     is     a    veir^    oouM-  ja 

qnence,'  quod  1 

'  And  certein  ia,'  quod  nho,  '  that  by  the 
getin|{e  of  good  ben  men  y-moked  goodaV* 
'  This  is  certein,'  quod  I. 

'Thanne  geten   goode  men  tbat  they  75 
desiren  P'         '  So  eemelh  i(,'  qnod  I. 

'  Bat  wikkeda  folk,'  qnod  sbe,  <yif  thej 
gelen  the  good  that  thoy  desiien,  they  na 
mowe  nat  be  wikkedeF'  'So  is  it,' 
quodX.  80 
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'Thanne,  so  as  that  con  and  that 
other,*  quod  Bhe,  *  desiren  good  ;  and  the 
goode  folk  geten  good^  and  nat  the  wikke 
folk ;  thanne  nu  it  no  doate  that  the 

«5  goode  folk  ne  ben  mighty  and  the  wik- 

^  kede  folk  ben  feble?'        ^WTio^  that 

ever,*   qaod  I,   'douteth  of  this,  he  ne 

may  nat  oonsidere  the  nature  of  thinges 

ne  the  consequence  of  resouns.' 

90  And  over  this  quod  she,  *  Yif  that  ther 
be  two  thinges  that  han  00  same  purpose 
by  kinde,  and  that  oon  of  hem  pursueth 
and  parformeth  thilke  same  thing  by 
natorel  office,  and  that  other  no  may  nat 

95  doon  thilke  naturel  office,  but  folweth,  by 
other  manere  thanne  is  convenablo  to 
nature,  him  that  acomplissheth  his  pur- 
po8  kindely,  and  yit  he  ne  acomplissheth 
nat  his  owne  purpos:  whether  of  thise 

100  two  demestow  for  more  mighty  ?  *  *  Yif 
that  I  conjecte,'  quod  I,  *  that  thou  wolt 
seye,  algates  yit  I  desire  to  herkne  it 
more  ploynly  of  thee.' 

'  Thou  wilt  nat  thanne  denej^,*  quod 

105  she,  *  that  the  moevement  of  goinge  nis  in 
men  by  kinde  ?  *       *  No,  forsothe,'  quod  L 

*  Xe  thou  ne  doutest  nat,'  quod  she, 
'  that  thilke  naturel  office  of  going^o  ne 
be  the  office  of  feet  ? '        '  I  ne  doute  it 

ifo  nat,'  quod  L 

*  Thanne,'  quod  she,  *  yif  that  a  wight 
be  mighty  to  moeve  and  goth  upon  his 
feet,  and  another,  to  whom  thilke  naturel 
office  of  feet  lakketh,  enforcoth  him  to 

115  gon  crepinge  ui>-on  his  handes  :  whiche 
of  thise  two  oughte  to  ben  holdcn  the 
more  mighty  by  right  ? '  *  Knit  forth 
the  remenaunt,*  quod  I ;  *  for  no  wight  ne 
douteth  that  he  that  may  gon  by  naturel 

ijo  office  of  feet  ne  be  more  mighty  than  he 
that  no  may  nat.' 

*  But  the  soverein  good,'  quod  she, 
^  that  is  oveneliche  purposed  to  the  gode 
folk  and  to  baddc,  the  gode  folk  seken  it 

125  by  naturel  office  of  vertues,  and  the 
shrewes  enforcen  hem  to  getcn  it  by 
dyvcrse  coveityse  o/erthely  thinges^  which 
that  nis  no  naturel  office  to  geten  thilke 
same  soverein  good.     Trowostow  that  it 

150  be  any  other  wyse  ? '  '  Nay,'  quod  I ; 
*  for  the  consequence  is  open  and  shew- 


ingo  of  thinges  that  I  have  grnunted ; 
that  nedos  gode  folk  moten  ben  mighty, 
and  shrewes  feeble  and  nnmighty.' 

*  Thou  renncst  a-right  bifom  mo,'  quod  135 
she,  '  and  this  is  the  jugomcnt ;  that  it  to 
seyn^  I  juge  of  thee  right  as  thise  leches 
ben  wont  to  hopen  0/  ayke  fulk^  vrhan 
they  aperceyren  that  nature  is  redressed 
and  withstondeth  to  the  malodyc.     But,  140 
for  I  800  thee  now  ol  rcdy  to  tho  undor- 
stondingo,  I  shal  shewo  thee  more  thikko 
and  continuel  rcsouns.   For  loke  now  how 
greotly   showoth    tho    feblcsse    and    in- 
firmitee  of  wikkedo  folk,  that  ne  mowen  145 
nat  comon  to  that  hir  naturel  entencioun 
ledeth  horn,  and  ^nt  almost  thilke  naturel 
entencioun  constreinoth  hem.    And  what 
trere  to  demen  thanne  ofshrewea^  yif  thilke 
naturol  help  haddo  forlcten    hem,   the  150 
which  naturel   help   of  intencioun   goth 
awey  bifom  horn,  and  is  so  greet  that 
unnetho  it  may  ben  overcome  ?   Ck)nsider 
thanne  how  greet  dofauto  of  power  and 
how  greet  feblesso  ther  is  in  wikkede  155 
felonousfolk  ;  09  tcho  seyth,  the  gretter  thing 
that  is  coveited  and  the  desire  nat  acom- 
plisshed^    of  the    lasse  miyht    is   he  that 
coveiteth  it  and  may  nat  acomplissTie,    And 
forthy  Philosophie  seyth  thus  by  soverein  iCo 
good :  Ne  shrewes  ne  requeren  nat  lighte 
modes  no  vejnie  games,  whiche  they  no 
may  folwen  no  holden  ;  but  they  fallen  of 
thilke   sommo    and    of   tho    hoighto  of 
thinges,  that  is  to  seyn,  soverein  good ;  no  165 
tliise  wrocchos  no  comcn  nat  to  the  effect 
of  soverein  goody  tho  which  they  enforcen 
hem  only  to  getcn,  by  nightos  and  by 
daycs  ;  in  tho  getingo  of  which  good  tho 
strcngtho  of  good  folk  is  ful  wel  y-scne.  170 
For  right  so  as  thou  mightest  demen  him 
mighty  of  goinge,  that  gooth  on  his  feet 
til  ho  mighto  come  to  thilke  place,  fro  the 
whiche  place  thor  no  layc  no  wey  further 
to  bon  gon  ;   rijrht  so  most  thou  nodes  175 
demon  him  for  right  mighty,  that  geteth 
and  atejTioth  to  tho  endo  of  alio  thinges 
that  bon  to  dcsire,biyondo  the  whiche  endo 
ther  nis  nothing  to  desire.     Of  tho  which 
power  of  good  folk  men  may  conclude,  that  180 
the  wikkod  men  semen  to  be  bareine  and 
naked  of  alio  strengthe.     For-why  for- 


178 
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leten  they  vertnes  and  folwen  vyces? 
Nis  it  nat  for  that  they  ne  knowen  nat 

185  the  goodes  ?  Bat  what  thing  is  more  feble 
and  more  caitif  thanne  is  the  blindnesse 
of  ignoraunce  ?  Or  elles  they  knowen  fnl 
wel  whiche  thinges  that  they  onghten 
folwe,  but  lecherye  and  ooveityse  over- 

190  throweth  hem  mistomed  ;  and  oertes,  so 
doth  distemperaunce  to  feble  men,  that 
ne  mowen  nat  wrastlen  ayeins  the  vyoed. 
Ne  knowen  they  nat  thanne  wel  that  they 
forloten  the  good  wilfully,  and  tomen 

295  hem  wilfully  to  vyces  ?  And  in  this  wyso 
they  ne  forleten  nat  only  to  ben  mighty, 
but  they  forleten  al-outrely  in  any  wyse 
for  to  ben.  For  they  that  forleten  the 
comone  fyn  of  alle  thinges  that  ben,  they 

20()  forleten  also  therwith-al  for  to  ben.  And 
per-avontnre  it  sholde  semen  to  som  folk 
that  this  were  a  merveile  to  seyen  :  that 
shrewos,  whiche  that  contionen  the  more 
partye  of  men,  ne  ben  nat  ne  han  no 

305  beinge ;  but  natheles,  it  is  so,  and  thus 
stant  this  thing.  For  they  that  ben 
shrewos,  I  deneyo  nat  that  they  ben 
shrowes ;  bnt  I  doneye,  and  seye  simplely 
and  pleinly,  that  they  ne  ben  nat,  ne  han 

310  no  beinge.  For  right  as  thou  mightest 
seyen  of  the  carayne  of  a  man,  that  it 
were  a  deed  man,  bat  thoa  ne  mightest 
nat  simplely  callen  it  a  man ;  so  graante 
I  wel  forsotho,  that  vicious  folk  ben  wik- 

215  ked,  but  I  ne  may  nat  graunten  absolntly 
and  simplely  that  they  ben.  For  thilke 
thing  that  with-holdeth  ordro  and  kepeth 
nature,  thilke  thing  is  and  hath  beinge  ; 
but  what  thing  that  faileth  of  that,  tfuU 

23ii  U  to  Aeyn,  that  he  forleteth  naturel  ordre^ 
he  forleteth  thilke  thing  that  is  set  in  his 
nature.  But  thou  wolt  sejni,  that  shrewes 
mowen.  Certes,  that  ne  doneye  I  nat; 
but  certes,  hir  power  ne  descendeth  nat 

225  of  strengthe,  but  of  foblesse.  For  they 
mowen  don  wikkednesses ;  the  whiche 
they  ne  mighte  nat  don,  yif  they  mighten 
dwellen  in  the  forme  and  in  the  doinge  of 
good  folk.    And  thilke  power  sheweth  fVil 

330  evidently  that  they  ne  mowen  right 
naught.  For  so  as  I  liavo  gadered  and 
proeved  a  litel  her-bifom,  that  3n^el  is 
naught ;  and  so  as  shrewes  mowen  only 


but  shrewednesses,  this  conoluiuoun  is 
al  cleer,  that  shrewes  ne  mowen  right  235 
naught,  ne  han  no  power.  And  for  as 
moche  as  thou  understonde  which  is  the 
strengthe  of  this  power  of  shrewes,  I  have 
definisshed  a  litel  her-bifom,  that  nothing 
is  so  mighty  as  soverein  good.'  *  That  240 
is  sooth,*  quod  I. 

*And  thilke  same  soverein  good  may 
don  non  yvel  ? '        '  Certes,  no,'  quod  L 

*  Is  ther  any  wight  thanne,'  quod  she, 

*  that  weneth  that  men  mowen  doon  alle  245 
thinges  ? '        ^  No  man,'  quod  I,  '  but-yif 
he  be  out  of  his  yritte.' 

*  But,  certes,  shrewes  mowen  don  yvel,' 
quod  she.         'Te,   wolde  god,'  quod   I, 

*  that  they  mighten  don  non  !'  250 

i  Thanne,'  quod  she,  *  so  as  he  that  is 
mighty  to  doon  only  but  goode  thinges 
may  don  alle  thinges ;  and  they  that  ben 
mighty  to  don  yvele  thinges  ne  mowen 
nat  alle  thinges  :  thanne  is  it  open  thing  255 
and  manifest,  that  they  that  mowen  don 
yvel  ben  of  lasse  power.   And  yit,  to  proeve 
this  ooncZtmown,  ther  helpeth  me  this,  that 
I  have  y-shewed   her-bifom,    that   alle 
power  is  to  be  noumbred  among  thinges  200 
that  men  oughten  requere.    And  I  have 
shewed  that  alle  thinges,  that  oughten 
ben  desired,  ben  referred  to  good,  right  as 
to  a  manor  heigh te  of  hir  nature.  But  for  ' 
to  mowen  don  yvel  and  folonye  ne  may  2ti$ 
nat  ben  referred  to  good.  Thanne  nis  nat 
yvel   of  the    noumbir  of  thinges  that 
oughte   ben    desired.      But   alle   power 
oughte  ben  desired  and  requered.    Than 
is  it  open  and  cleer  that  the  power  ne  the  270 
mowinge  of  shrewes  nis  no  power ;  and  of 
alle  thise  thinges  it  sheweth  wel,  that  the 
goode  folke  ben  certeinly  mighty,  and  the 
shrewes  douteles  ben  unmighty.    And  it 
is  cleer  and  open  that  thilke  opinioun  of  275 
Plato  is  verray  and  sooth,  that  seith,  that 
only  vryse   men    may   doon    that    they 
desiron ;    and  shrewes  mowen  haunten 
that  hem  lyketh,  but  that  they  desiren, 
that  is  to  seyn,  to  comen  to  sovereign  good^  a8o 
they  ne  han  no  power  to  acomplisshen 
that.     For  shrewes  don  that  hem  list, 
whan,  by  tho    thinges    in  which    they 
delyten,  they  wenen  to  ateino  to  thilke 
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SS5  good  that  they  desiren ;  bat  they  ne  geten 
ne  ateinen  nat  ther-to,  for  Tyces  ne  ooxnen 
sat  to  bUafolnesse. 

McTRE  n.     Quo9  Hides  aedere  ceUaa, 

Who-Bo  that  the  covertonres  of  hir 
v^yno  ajmrailes  mighte  strepen  of  thiso 
proade  kinges,  that  thou  seest  sitten  on 
heigh  in  hir  chaires  gliteringe  in  shyninge 

5  porpre,  envirooned  with  sarwful  armnrea, 
manaainge  with  cmel  moath,  blowinge 
by  woodnesse  of  horte,  he  sholde  seen 
thanne  that  thilke  lordes  beren  with-inne 
hir    corages    fnl    streite    cheines.      For 

10  lecherye  tormenteth  hem  in  that  oon 
lyde  with  gredy  venims ;  and  troublable 
ire^  that  araiseth  in  him  the  flodes  0/ 
tjxntblinges^  tormenteth  ujvon  that  other 
syde  hir  thought ;  or  sorwe  halt  hem  wery 

15  and  y-canght ;  or  slydinge  and  deceivipige 
hope  tormenteth  hem.  And  therfore,  sen 
thou  seest  oon  heed,  that  is  to  seyn^  oon 
tyrautUj  beren  so  manye  tyrannyos, 
thanne  ne  doth  thilke  tyrannt  nat  that 

30  he  deeireth,  sin  he  is  cast  doun  with  so 
manye  wikkede  lordes ;  that  is  to  seyUy 
with  so  vtanye  vffces,  that  han  so  wikkedly 
Utrdshipes  over  him. 


PiKoexin. 


Videsne  igitur  quanto  in 
coeno. 


Seestow  nat  thanne  in  how  grete  filthe 
thise  shrewes  ben  y-wrapped,  and  with 
which  cleemesse  thise  good  folk  shynen  ? 
In  this  sheweth  it  wel,  that  to  g^oode  folk 

5  ne  lakketh  never-mo  hir  modes,  ne 
shrewes  lakken  neTer*mo  torments.  For 
of  alle  thingea  that  ben  y-doon,  thilke 
thing,  for  which  any-thing  is  don,  it 
semeth  aa  by  right  that  thilke  thing  be 

10  the  mede  of  that ;  as  thns  :  yif  a  man 
renneth  in  the  stadie,  or  in  the  /brlong, 
for  the  corone,,  thanne  lyth  the  mede  in 
the  corone  for  which  he  renneth.  And 
I  have  shewed  that  blisfnlnesse  is  thilke 

15  tame  good  for  which  that  alle  thinges 
ben  doon.  Thanne  is  thilke  same  good 
purposed  to  the  workes  of  mankinde 
right  as  a  comune  mede ;  which  mede  ne 
may  ben  dissevered  fro  good  folk.   For  no 


wight  as  by  right,  fro  thennes-forth  that  30 
him    lakketh    goodnesse,    ne    shal   ben 
clei>ed  good.     For  which  thing,  folk  of 
goode  maneres,  hir  modes  ne  forsaken  hem 
never-mo.     For  al-be-it  so  that  shrewes 
wexen  as  wode  as  hem  list  ayeins  goode  35 
foVCy  yit  never-the-lesse  the  corone    of 
wyse  men  shal  nat  fallen  ne  fadon.    For 
foreine  shrewednesse  ne  binimeth  nat  fro 
the  corages  of  goode    folk    hir  propre 
honour.     But  yif  that  any  wight  rejoyse  3" 
him  of  goodnosso  that  he  hadde  take  fro 
with-oute  {as  tcho  aeithy  yif  that  any  xcight 
hadde  his  goodnesse  of  any  other  man  than 
of  him-se1f)f  certes,  he  that  yaf  him  thilke 
goodnesse,   or    elles    som    other   wight,  35 
mighte  binime  it  him.    But  for  as  moche 
as  to  every  wight  his  owne  propre  bountee 
yoveth  him  his  mede,  thanne  at  erst  shal 
he  fallen  of  mede  whan  he  forleteth  to 
ben  good.    And  at  the  laste,  so  as  alio  40 
medes  ben  requered  for  men  wenen  that 
they  ben  goodo,  who  is  ho  that  wolde 
deme,  that  he  that  is  right  mighty  of  good 
were  part-les  of  mede?    And   of  what 
mede  shal  he  be  guerdoned  ?    Certes,  of  45 
right  faire  mede  and  right  grete  aboven 
alle  medes.     Hemembre  thee  of  thilke 
noble  corolarie  that  I  yaf  thee  a  litel 
her-bifom  ;  and  gader  it  to-gider  in  this 
manere  : — so  as  good  him-self  is  blisful-  50 
nesse,  thanne  is  it  cleor  and  certein,  that 
alle  good  folk  ben  maked  blisful  for  they 
ben  goode ;  and  thilke  folk  that  ben  blis- 
ful, it  acordeth  and  is  covenable  to  ben 
goddos.     Thanne  is  the  mede  of  goode  ^^ 
folk  swich  that  no  day  shal  enpeiren  it, 
ne  no  wikkedncsse  ne  shal  derken  it,  ne 
power  of  no  wight  ne  shal  nat  amenusen 
it,  t}iat  is  to  seyn^  to  ben  maked  goddes. 
And  sin  it  is  thus,  t?iat  goode  men  ne  failen  60 
never^no  of  hir  mede^  certes,  no  wys  man 
ne  may  doute  of  undepartable  peyne  of 
the  slirewes  ;  that  is  to  seyn^  t?Mt  the  peyne 
ofehretoes  ne  departeth  nat  from  hem^self 
never-ino.    For  so  as  goode  and  3rvel,  and  65 
peyne  and  medes  ben  contrarye,  it  mot 
uedcs  ben,  that  right  as  we  seen  bityden 
in  guerdoun  of  goode,  that  also  mot  the 
peyne  of  yvel  answery,  by  the  contrarye 
party,   to  shrewes.    Now  thanne,  so  as  70 
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bonntee  luid  proweue  ben  tba  mei 
foirile  folk,  (U-8i>  ij  flliTflwednaHn  It-«olf 
torment  to  ibraweB.  Thonna,  who-«otlu 
aver  ii    ontecched    and    dafooled    wit 

?S  peyno,   he  no  doutoth   nat,   that  he 
entecchcd  and  defiraled  with  yvoL     Tif 
ihren-ei  thanne  woIsD  preysen  hem-self, 
n)ny  it  semen  to  bem  that  they  ben  witb- 
ontfn   putty  of  torment,  sin  they  ben 

rio  gwiche  thnt  the  □(tereate  wikkednevBo 
(lluJf  it  to  tfyn^  ieikkt^  tiieioa,  which  that 
it  the  utttrate  and  the  aonle  Icinde  of 
thretcediKne)  ne  dofonlttth  ne  entecchelb 
nnt  hem   only,    but  infecCeth   and    en- 

85  voniraoth  bom  grotly  ?  And  alio  look  on 
■hrewca,  that  ben  the  contcnrie  party  of 
^omle  men,  how  greet  peyne  folawsbipetb 
and  folweth  hem  !  For  tfaoa  halt  lemed 
a  lit«l  her-bifom,  that  ol  thing  that  is 

90  and  bath  beings  is  oon,  and  thllke  same 
oon  is  good ;  thanns  is  thii  the  conso- 
qoence,  that  it  sameth  wel,  that  al  that  is 
and  hatb  beingo  ii  good  ;  thit  ii  to  jsyn, 
a>  irfto  teyth,  that  btingi  and  unites  and 

IJ5  goodnene  li  al  oon.  And  in  this  mansre 
it  folweth  thanno,  that  ol  thing  that 
feilelh  to  ben  good,  it  atinteth  for  t«  be 
And  for  to  han  any  beinge  ;  wherforo  it 
is,  that  shrewes  stinten  for  to  ben  that 
ii»  they  weron.  But  thQke  other  forme  of 
mnnkindc,  that  is  to  leyn,  the  forme  of 
the  body  with-oatn,  ahcwcth  yit  that  thisa 


irhan  they  ben  p* 


rnedin 


105  malice,  certes,  than  han  they  forlorn  the 
nature  of  manhinde.  Bat  so  as  only 
bonntoe  and  prowosio  may  snhannsen 
every  man  over  other  men  ;  thanne  mot 
it  ncdes  bo  that    shrewes,  which  that 

iii>  ehrewednesso  hath  cast  ont  of  the  con- 
dicionn  of  mnnkinde,  ben  pnt  under  the 
meriie  and  the  desert  of  men.  Thanno 
hitydcth  it.  thitt  yif  thoa  soest  a  wight 
that  be  transformed  into  vyces,  then  ne 

115  Diaystnatwenethathebe  a  man.  For 
yif  bo  be  nrdannt  In  avaiyce,  and  thatha 


■    by   » 


of  forei 


thou  shalt  seyn  that  ho  is  lyke 
tne  wolf.  And  j-if  he  be  fclonnns  and 
ith-onte  Teste,  and  exorcyae  Iiis  tongo 
chydingei,  thon  shalt  lykne  him  to  the 


honnd.    And  yif  he  be  a  prevey  ai 
y-hid,  and  rejoyseth  him  to  ravissbe  by 
wyles,  thon  shalt  seyn  him  lyka  to  the 
fox-whelpoB.     And  yif  he  be  distempre  u 
and  qnaketh  for  ire,  men  shal  weno  tliat 
he  bereth  the  corage  of  a  lyonn.    And  yit 
ho  be  dredinl  and  fleinge,  and  dredeth 
thinges  that  ne  ooghten  nat  to  ben  drcd, 
men  shol  holden  him  lyk  to  the  hert.  13 
And  yif  he   be  alow  and   astonod  and 
lache,  he  liveth  as  an  asse.     Ajid  yif  be 
be  light  and  onstedefast  of  corage,  and 
channgeth  ay  his  stndies,  he  is  lykned  to 
briddes.     And  if  he  be  plonngcd  in  foole  13 
and  unclens  lajnuias,  he  is  with-holden 
in  tho  fonle  delyces  of  tbe  foule  sowe. 
Thanna  folweth  it,  that  he  that  forletclh 
bonnteo  and  prowesso,  he  forlcteth  to  ben 
a  man ;  sin  he  may  nat  possen  in-tA  the  14 
condicioou  of  god,   he    is    tomad  in-to 


;.  m 
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Earns  lie  wind  aryvede  the  aailes  of 
Vlixet,  dnk  of  the  contreo  of  Narice,  and 
his  wandringe  sliippee  by  (he  see,  in-to 
the  ita  ther-as  Ciroa,  tho  faire  goildease, 
dooghter  of  the  Sonne,  dwelleth;  that  5 
medleth  to  liir  nowa  gestcs  drinkes  that 
ben  tuaohod  and  maked  witli  enchannte- 
monts.  And  after  tliat  liir  hand,  mighty 
over  the  herbes,  hndde  ohanngod  hir 
gesles  in-to  dyvarao  manercl ;  that  oon  of  11 
ham,  is  oovered  his  face  with  foime  of 
a  boor ;  that  other  is  chaanged  In-to 
a  lyonn  of  the  contreo  of  Marmorike,  and 
his  nayles  and  his  teeth  weien ;  that 
other  of  hem  is  nowelicha  chaanged  in-to  1; 
a  wolf,  and  howleth  whan  he  wolde  wope ; 
ttiat  other  goth  dobonaiiely  in  the  hons 
asa  tygreof  Indo.  Bnt  al-bo-it  so  that 
the  goiihed  of  itercurie,  that  It  clipped  tho 
brid  of  Arcadia,  hath  hod  merey  of  the  lu 
dnka  Ullrei,  biaogod  with  dyveree  yveles, 
and  hath  nnbonnden  him  fro  the  pesti- 
lence of  his  ostesso,  algati?!  the  roweres 
nnd  the  marinares  haddcn  by  this  y- 
ilrnwea  in-to  hir  monthes  and  dronken  15 
tbe  wikkede  drinkes.  They  that  weren 
woxon  swyn  haddan  by  thisy-channged 
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Mr  meto  of  breed,  for  to  eten  akomes  of 
okes.     Non  of  hir  limes  ne  dwelleth  with 

30  hem  hole,  bat  they  han  lost  the  voiqe  and 
the  body  ;  only  hir  thought  dwelleth  with 
hem  stable,  that  wepeth  and  biweileth 
the  monstmons  channginge  that  they 
Bnff^n.     O  overlight  hand  {as  who  aeyth^ 

35  O  !  febU  and  light  is  the  hand  of  Circes  the 
enchaunterease,  that  chaungeth  the  hodyes  of 
foUces  inrto  besteSy  to  regard  and  to  com- 
parisoun  of  muteuHoun  that  is  naked  by 
vjfces) ;  ne  the  herbes  of  Circes  ne  ben  nat 

40  mighty.  For  al-be-it  so  that  they  may 
ohanngen  the  limes  of  the  body,  algates 
3at  they  may  nat  channge  the  hertes ;  for 
with-inno  is  y-hid  the  strengthe  and  vigor 
of  men,  in  the  secree  tour  of  hir  hertes; 

45  that  is  toseyn,  the  strengtJie of  resoun,  fiat 
thilke  venims  of  t?yce8  to-drawen  a  man 
to  hem  more  mightily  than  t?ie  venim  of 
Circes  ;  for  vyces  ben  so  crael  that  they 
peroen  and  thorogh-passen  the    corage 

9*  with-inne ;  and,  thogh  they  ne  anoye  nat 
the  body,  jrit  vyces  wooden  to  destroye  men 
by  woande  of  thoaght.' 

PaosE  IT.     Turn  egoj  Fateor^  inquam. 

Than  seyde  I  thas  :  '  I  confesse  and  am 
a-knowe  it,'  quod  I;  *ne  I  ne  see  nat 
that  men  may  sayn,  as  by  right,  that 
shrewes  ne  ben  chaungod  in-to  bestes 
5  by  the  qaalitee  of  hir  scales,  al-be-it  so 
that  they  kepon  yit  the  forme  of  the  body 
of  mankinds  Bat  I  nolde  nat  of  shrewes, 
of  which  the  thought  crael  woodeth 
al-wey  in-to  destraccioan  of  goode  men, 

10  that  it  were  levefal  to  hem  to  don  that.* 
*  Certes,*  qaod  she,  *■  ne  is  nis  nat  levefal 
to  hem,  as  I  shal  wel  shewo  thee  in  coven- 
able  place ;  bat  natholos,  yif  so  were  that 
thilke  that  men  wenen   be    levefal    to 

15  shrewes  were  binomen  hem,  so  tJiat  they 
ne  mighte  nat  anoyen  or  doon  harm  to  goode 
men^  certes,  a  greet  partyc  of  the  peyne  to 
shrewes  sholde  ben  allegged  and  releved. 
For  al-be-it  so  that  this  ne  seme  nat 

30  credible  thing,  por-aventare,  to  some 
folk,  yit  moot  it  nedes  be,  that  shrewes 
ben  more  wrecches  and  ansely  whan  they 
may  doon  and  perfurme  that  they  00- 


veiten,  than  yif  they  mighte  nat  com- 
plisshen  that  they  ooveiten.  For  }4f  so  35 
be  that  it  be  wrecohednesse  to  wilue  to 
don  yvel,  than  is  more  wrecohednesse  to 
mowen  don  yvel ;  with-oate  whiche  mow- 
inge  the  wrecched  wil  sholde  langoisshe 
with-oate  eifect.  Than,  sin  that  everiche  30 
of  thise  thinges  hath  his  wrecchednesse, 
that  is  to  seyn^  toil  to  don  yvel  and  motcinge 
to  don  yvely  it  moot  nedes  bo  that  they  ben 
constreyned  by  three  onselinesses,  that 
wolen  and  mowen  and  performen  felony cs  35 
and  shrewednesses.'  *I  acorde  me,' 
qaod  I ;  *  bat  I  desire  gretly  that  shrewes 
losten  sone  thilke  nnselinesse,  that  is  to 
seyn^  that  shrowos  weren  despoyled  of 
mowinge  to  don  yveL*  40 

*  So  shollen  they, '  qaod  she,  'soner,  per^ 
aventare,  than  thoa  woldest ;  or  soner 
than  they  hem-self  wene  to  lakken  mow- 
inge to  don  yveL  For  ther  nis  no-thing  so 
late  in  so  shorte  boundes  of  this  lyf,  that  45 
is  long  to  abyde,  namelicho,  to  a  corage 
inmortel ;  of  whiche  shrewes  the  g^ete 
hope,  and  the  hye  compassinges  of 
shrewednesses,  is  ofte  destroj'^ed  by  a 
sodeyn  ende,  or  thoy  ben  war  ;  and  that  50 
thing  estableth  to  shrewes  the  endo  of  hir 
shrewednesse.  For  yif  that  shrowednesse 
makoth  wrecches,  than  mot  he  nedes  ben 
most  wrecched  that  lengest  is  a  shrowe  ; 
the  whiche  wikked  slirewes  wolde  I  domen  55 
aldermost  ansely  and  caitifs,  yif  that  hir 
shrewednesse  ne  were  finisshcd,  at  the 
lesto  wey,  by  the  outtereste  decth.  For 
yif  I  have  concluded  sooth  of  the  nnseli- 
nesse of  shrewednesse,  than  shcweth  it  60 
cleerly  that  thilke  wrecche<inesse  is  with- 
outen  ende,  the  whiche  is  certein  to  ben 
perdurable.*  *  Cortes,*  quod  I,  *  this 
conclusioun  is  hard  and  wonderful  to 
gn^aunte  ;  but  I  knowe  wel  that  it  acordeth  65 
moche  to  the  thinges  that  I  have  graunted 
hor-bifom,' 

*  Thou  hast,'  quod  she,  *  the  right  esti- 
macioun  of  this  ;  but  who-so-ever  wene 
that  it  be  a  hard  thing  to  acorde  him  to  70 
a  conclusioun,  it  is  right  that  he  shewe 
that  some  of  the  premisses  ben  false  ;  or 
elles  he  moot  shewo  that  the  collacioun 
of  proposiciouns  nis  nat  speedful  to  a 
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75  necossarie  oonolnsioTixi.  And  yif  it  be  nat 
so,  bnt  that  the  premisses  ben  y-graunted, 
ther  is  not  why  he  sholde  blame  the 
argamont.  For  this  thing  that  I  shal 
telle  thee  now  ne  shal  nat  seme  lasse 

8(>  wonderful ;  but  of  the  thinges  that  ben 
taken  also  it  is  necessarie ; '  as  ioho  Myth^ 
it/oltceth  of  that  which  that  it  purposed 
bifom.        '  What  is  that  ? '  quod  L 

*  Cortes,'  quod  she,  *  that  is,  that  thise 
S5  wikked  shrewes  ben  more  blisful,  or  eUet 

lasae  torecches^  that  abyen  the  torments 
that  they  han  deserved,  than  yif  no  peyne 
of  justice  ne  chastysede  hem.  Ne  this  ne 
seye  I  nat  now,  for  that  any  man  mighte 

90  thenke,  that  the  manors  of  shrewes  ben 
coriged  and  chastysed  by  veniaunce,  and 
that  they  ben  brought  to  the  right  wey  by 
the  drede  of  the  torment,  ne  for  that  they 
yeven  to  other  folk  ensaumple  to  fleen 

95  fro  vyces ;  but  I  nnderstande  yit  in 
another  manere,  that  shrewes  ben  more 
unsely  whan  they  ne  ben  nat  punisshed, 
al-be-it  so  that  ther  ne  be  had  no  resoun 
or  lawe  of  correccioun,  ne  non  ensaumple 

100  of  lokinge.'  *  And  what  manere  shal 
that  ben,'  quod  I,  '  other  than  hath  be 
told  her-bifom  ? ' 

*■  Have  we  nat  thanne  grannted,'  quod 
she,   '  that  goode  folk  ben  blisful,  and 

105  shrewes  ben  wrocches  ? '       *  Yis,'  quod  I. 

'  Thanne,'  quod  she,  *  yif  that  any  good 

were  added  to  the  wrecchednesse  of  any 

wight,  nis  he  nat  more  welefnl  than  he 

that  ne  hath  no  medlinge  of  good  in  his 

1 10  solitarie wrecchednesse ? '  'So semeth it, ' 
quod  I. 

'  And  what  seystow  thanne,'  quod  she, 
*of  thilke  wrecche  that  lakketh  alle 
goodes,  80  tJuit  iu>  good  nia  medUd  in  his 

115  wrecchednesse^  and  yit,  over  al  his  wikked- 
nesse  for  which  he  is  a  wrecche,  that  ther 
be  yit  another  yvel  anezed  and  knit  to 
him,  shal  nat  men  demon  him  more 
unsely  than  thilke  wrecche  of  whiche  the 

1 30  unselinesse  is  reluvod  by  the  participa- 
cioun  of  som  good  ? '  '  Why  sholde  he 
nat  ? '  quod  L 

*  Thanne,  certes,'  quod  she,  'han 
shrewes,  whan  they  bon  punisshed,  som- 

125  what  of  good  anexed  to  hir  wrecched- 


nesse, that  is  to  seyn,  the  same  peyne 
that  they  sufflren,  which  that  is  good  by 
the  resoun  of  justice ;  and  whan  thilke 
same  shrewes  ascapen  with-oute  torment, 
than  han  they  som-what  more  of  yvel  yit  i3» 
over  the  wikkednesse  that  they  han  don, 
i^uU  is  to  setfn,  defaute  of  i>eyne  ;  which 
defaute  of  peyne,  thou  hast  graunted,  is 
yvel  for  the  deserte  of  felonye. '  '  I  ne  may 
nat  denye  it,'  quod  L  155 

*  Hoche  more  thanne, '  quod  she,  *  ben 
shrewes  unsely,  whan  they  ben  wrong- 
fully delivered  fro  peyne,  than  whan 
they  ben  punisshed  by  rightful  ven- 
jaunce.  But  this  is  open  thing  and  deer,  140 
that  it  is  right  thai  shrewes  ben  pun- 
isshed, and  it  is  wikkednesse  and  wrong 
that  they  escapen  unpunisshed/  '  Who 
mighte  deneye  that  ?  '  quod  I. 

*  But,'  quod  she,  '  may  any  man  denye  145 
that  al  that  is  right  nis  good  ;  and  also 
the  contrarie,  that  al  that  is  wrong  is 
wikke  ?  '  *  Certes,'    quod    I,    *  these 
thinges  ben  clere  y-nough  ;  and  that  we 
han  concluded  a  litel  her-bifom.     But  150 
I  praye  thee  that  thou  telle  me,  yif  thou 
acordest  to  leten  no  torment  to  sowles, 
after   that  the  body  is   ended   by  the 
deeth ; '   this  is  to  seyn^  understandertow 
aught  that  sowles  han  any  torment  ajter  the  iSS 
deeth  c^f  the  body? 

'  Certes,'  quod  she,  '  ye ;  and  that  right 
greet ;   of  which   sowles,'  quod  she,   '  I 
trowe  that  some  ben  tormented  by  aspre- 
neene  of  peyne ;  and  some  sowles,  I  trowe,  160 
ben  exercised  by  a  purginge  mekenesse. 
But  my  conseil  nis  nat  to  determinye  of 
thise  i)eynes.    But  I  have  travailed  and 
told  yit  hiderto,  for  thou  sholdest  knowe 
that   the   mowingo   of  shrewes,  which  165 
mowinge  thee  semeth  to  ben  unworthy, 
nis  no  mowinge  :  and  eek  of  shrewes,  of 
which  thou  pleinedest  that  they  ne  were 
nat  punisshed,  that  thou  wold^t  seen 
that  they  ne  weren  never-mo  with-outen  170 
the  torments  of  hir  wikkednesse  :  and  of 
the  licence  c/tAe  mowinge  to  don  yvel^  that 
thou  preydest  that  it  mighte  sone  ben 
ended,  and  that  thou  woldest  fayn  lemen 
that  it  ne  sholde  nat  longe  dure :  and  175 
that  shrewes  ben  more  unsely  yif  th^ 
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were  of  longer  dnringe,  and  most  nnsely 
jif  they  weren  perdurable.  And  after 
thii,  I  have  shewed  thee  that  more  nnsely 

i&>  ben  shrewes,  whan  they  escapen  with- 
oate  hir  rightftQ  i)eyne,  than  whan  they 
ben  punisshed  by  rightful  renjaunce. 
And  of  this  sentence  folweth  it,  that 
thanne  ben  shrewes  constreined  at  the 

185  laste  with  most  grevous  torment,  whan 
men  wene  that  they  ne  be  nat  punisshed.* 

*  Whan  I  consider  thy  resouns,'  quod  I, 

*  I  ne  trowe  nat  that  men  soyn  any-thing 
more  verayly.    And  yif  I  tome  ayein  to 

190  the  studies  of  men,  who  is  he  to  whom  it 
sholde  seme  that  he  ne  sholdo  nat  only 
leven  thise  thinges,  but  eek  gladly  herkne 
hem?* 

*  Certes,*  quod  she,  *  so  it  is ;  but  men 

195  may  nat.  For  they  ban  hir  eyen  so  wont 
to  the  derknesse  of  erthely  thinges^  that 
they  ne  may  nat  liften  hem  up  to  the 
light  of  cleer  sothfastnesse  ;  but  they  ben 
lyke  to  briddes,  of  which  the  night  light- 

soo  neth  hir  lokinge,  and  the  day  blindeth 
hem.  For  whan  men  loken  nat  the  ordre 
of  thinges,  but  hir  lustes  and  talents,  they 
wene  that  either  the  leve  or  the  mowinge 
to  don  wikkednesse,  or  elles  the  scapinge 

SG5  with-oute  peyne,  be  weleful.  But  con- 
sider the  jugement  of  the  perdurable  lawe. 
For  yif  thou  conferme  thy  corage  to  the 
beste  thinges,  thou  ne  hast  no  nede  of  no 
juge  to  yeven  thee  prys  or  mede ;   for 

910  thoa  hast  jojmed  thy-self  to  the  most 
excellent  thing.  And  yif  thou  have  en- 
dyned  thy  studies  to  the  wikked  thinges, 
ne  seek  no  foreyno  wreker  out  of  thy- 
self ;  for  thou  thy-self  hast  thrist  thy-self 

>i5  in-to  wikke  thinges :  right  as  thou 
mightest  loken  by  dyverso  tymes  the 
foule  erthe  and  the  hcvene,  and  that  alle 
other  thinges  stinten  fro  with-oute,  to 
that  thou  nere  neitJter  in  kevene  ne  in  erthe^ 

«ao  me  taye  nothing  more ;  than  it  sholde 
•emen  to  thee,  as  by  only  resoun  of 
lokinge,  that  thou  were  now  in  the  sterres 
and  now  in  the  erthe.  But  the  poeple  ne 
loketh    nat    on    thiso    thinges.      What 

22$  thanne  ?  Shal  we  thanne  aprochon  us  to 
hem  that  I  have  shewed  that  they  ben  lyk 
to  bestes?    And  what  woltow  seyn  of 


this  :  jrif  that  a  man  haddo  al  forlorn  his 
sighte  and  hadde  foryeten  that  he  ever 
saagh,  and  wcndo  that  no-thing  ne  fayl-  330 
ede  him  of  perfeccioun  of  mankinde,  now 
we  that  mighten  seen  the  same  thinges, 
wolde  we  nat  wene  that  ho  wore  blinde  ? 
Ne  also  no  acordeth  nat  the  people  to 
that  I  shal  seyn,  the  which  thing  is  sus-  335 
tened  by  a  strong^  foundemcnt  of  resouns, 
that  ie  to  9eyn^  that  more  unsely  ben  they 
that  don  wrong  to  othre  folk  than  they 
that  the  wrong  suffren.'  'I  wolde 
heren  thilke  same  resouns,'  quod  I.  340 

'  Denyestow,'  quod  she,  *that  alio 
shrewes  ne  ben  worthy  to  ban  torment  ?' 
'Nay,'  quo<l  I. 

'  But,'  quod    she,   '  I  am    certein,  by 
many  resouns,  that  shrewes  ben  unsely.'  245 
'  It  acordeth,'  quod  L 

*  Thanne  ne  doutostow  nat,'  quod  she, 
'  that  thilke  folk  that  ben  worthy  of  tor- 
ment, that  they  ne  ben  wrecchos ? *  'It 
acordeth  wel,'  quod  I.  250 

'  Yif  thou  were  thanne,'  quod  she, 
'y-sot  a  juge  or  a  knower  of  thinges, 
whether,  trowestow,  that  men  sholden 
tormenten  him  that  hath  don  the  wrong, 
or  elles  him  that  hath  suffred  the  wrong? '  255 
*  I  ne  doute  nat,'  quod  I,  '  that  I  nolde 
don  suffisaunt  satisl'accioun  to  him  that 
hadde  suffred  the  wrong  by  the  sorwe  of 
him  that  haddo  don  the  wrong.' 

*  Thanne  semoth  it,'  quod  she,  *  that  the  260 
doere  of  wrong  is  more  wrecche  than  he 
that  suffred  wrong?'        *That  folweth 
wel,' quod  I. 

'  Than,'  quod  she,  '  by  these  causes  and 
by  othre  causes  that  l)en  enforced  l^  the  265 
samo  rote,  filthe  or  sinne,  by  the  propre 
nature  of  it,  makcth  men  wrecches ;  and 
it  showeth  wel,  that  the  wrong  that  men 
don  nis  nat  tho  wrecchc<lnesse  of  him 
that     receyveth     the     wrong,    but    the  270 
wrecchednesse    of   him    that    doth   the 
■wrong.      But  certes,'  quod    she,   'thise 
oratours    or    advocats   don  al  tho  con- 
trarye  :  for  they  enforcen  hem  to  com- 
moove  the  juges  to  ban  pitee  of  hem  that  275 
ban  suffred  and  received  tlio  thinges  that 
ben    grevous    and    aspre,   and  yit  men 
sholden  more  rightfully  ban  pitoe  of  hem 
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that  don  the  grevannoes  and  the  wronges ; 

380  the  whiche  shrewes,  it  were  a  more 
oovenable  thing,  that  the  accnsoors  or 
advocats,  nat  wroth  but  pitoos  and  de- 
bonair, ledden  tho  shrewes  that  han  don 
wrong  to  the  jngement,  right  as  men 

985  leden  syke  folk  to  the  leche,  for  that  they 
sholde  soken  out  tho  maladyes  of  sinne 
by  torment.  And  by  this  covenaont, 
cither  the  entente  of  doffendours  or  advo- 
cats  sholde  faylen  and  coson  in  al,  or 

S90  ellos,  3df  the  office  of  advocats  woldo 
bettre  profitcn  to  men,  it  sholde  ben 
tomed  in-to  the  habite  of  aocnsacioun ; 
tJiat  is  to  tej/ftj  they  tholdm  accuse  threwest 
and  nat  excuse  Tiem.    And  eek  the  shrewes 

395  hem-self,  yif  hit  were  levcfol  to  hem  to 
seen  at  any  clifle  the  vertn  that  they  han 
forleten,  and  sawen  that  they  sholden 
patten  adonn  the  filthes  of  hir  vyces  by 
the  torments  of  peynes,  they  ne  onghte 

300  nat,  right  for  the  recompensaoioon  for  to 
geten  hem  bonnteo  and  prowesse  which 
that  they  han  lost,  demen  ne  holden  that 
thilke  peynes  wcren  torments  to  hem ; 
and  eek  they  wolden  rofhse  the  attend- 

505  aonce  of  hir  advocats,  and  taken  hem-self 
to  hir  jugGS  and  to  hir  accnsors.  For 
which  it  bitydeth  that,  as  to  the  wyse 
folk,  ther  nis  no  place  y-leten  to  hate ; 
that  is  to  seyuj  that  ne  hate  hath  no  place 

310  amonges  tcyse  men.  For  no  wight  nil 
baton  goode  men,  bnt-yif  he  were  over- 
mochel  a  fool ;  and  for  to  haten  shrewes, 
it  nis  no  resoan.  For  right  so  as  lan- 
gnisainge  is  maladyo  of  body,  right  so  ben 

515  vycos  and  sinne  malodye  of  corage.  And 
so  as  we  ne  dome  nat,  that  they  that  ben 
syke  of  hir  body  ben  worthy  to  ben  hated, 
bat  rather  worthy  of  pitee :  wel  more 
worthy,  nat  to  ben  hated,  bat  for  to  ben 

530  had  in  pitee,  ben  they  of  whiche  the 
thoughtes  ben  oonstreined  by  felonoas 
wikkcdnesse,  that  is  more  crael  than  any 
langoissinge  of  body. 


Metbk  rv. 


Quid  tantos  iuuat  excitare 
motus. 


What  delyteth  yoa  to  excyten  so  grete 
moevinges  of  hateredes^  and  to  hasten  and 


bisien  the  &tal  dispodoioan  of  yoar  deeth 
with  yoar  propre  handes  ?  that  is  to  seyn^ 
by  hatailes  or  by  conUk.  For  yif  ye  azen  5 
the  deeth,  it  hasteth  him  of  his  owne  wil ; 
ne  deeth  ne  tarieth  nat  his  swifbe  hors. 
And  the  men  that  the  serpent  and  the 
lyoan  and  the  tygre  and  the  here  and  the 
boor  seken  to  sloen  with  hir  teeth,  yit  10 
thilke  same  men  seken  to  sleen  everich  of 
hem  other  with  swerd.  Lo !  for  hir 
maneres  ben  dyverse  and  desoordannt, 
they  moevon  anrightfol  ostes  and  crael 
batailes,  and  wilnen  to  perisshe  by  entre-  15 
chaanginge  of  dartes.  Bat  the  resoan  of 
oraeltee  nis  nat  y-nough  rightfoL  Wiltow 
thanne  yelden  a  covenable  gaerdoan  to 
the  desertes  of  men?  Love  rightfolly 
goode  folk,  and  have  pitee  on  shrewes.'      ao 

Prose  V.     Hie  ego  uideo  inquam. 

*  Thas  see  I  wel,'  quod  I,  *  either  what 
blisfulnesse  or  elles  what  unsclinesse  is 
establisshod  in  tho  desertes  of  goode  men 
and  of  shrewes.  But  in  this  ilke  fortane 
of  poeple  I  see  somwhat  of  good  and  som-  5 
what  of  yvel.  For  no  wyse  man  hath 
lever  l)en  exyled,  poore  and  nedy,  and 
nameles,  than  for  to  dwcllen  in  his  citeo 
and  floorcn  of  riche8ses,and  be  redoatable 
by  honour,  and  strong  of  power.  For  in  10 
this  W3rse  more  cleerly  and  more  witnes- 
fully  is  the  office  of  wyso  men  y-treted, 
whan  the  blisfulnesse  and  the  poustee  of 
govemours  is,  as  it  wore,  y-shad  amonges 
poeples  that  be  noighebours  and  subgits;  15 
sin  that,  namely,  prisoun,  lawe,  and  thiso 
othre  torments  of  lawefal  peynes  ben 
rather  owed  to  felonous  citozeins,  for  the 
whiche  felonous  citezeins  tho  peynes  ben 
ostablisshed,  than  for  good /oik.  Thanne  ^ 
I  morvaile  me  grootly,'  quod  I,  *  why  that 
tho  thinges  ben  so  mis  ontrechannged, 
that  torments  of  felonyes  pressen  and 
confounden  goode  folk,  and  shrewes 
ra\ns8hen  medcs  of  vertu,  and  ben  in  25 
honours  and  in  gret  estats.  And  I  desyre 
eek  for  to  witen  of  thee,  what  semeth  thee 
to  ben  the  resoun  of  this  so  wrongful 
a  conclusioun  ?  For  I  wolde  wondre  wel 
the  lasso,  yif  I  trowede  that  al  thise  30 


^oH^iw.    Qg^ooft  IV:  Qproee  VL 


185 


thingM  'weren  medled  by  fortnnoas  happe ; 
bat  now  hepeth  and  encrefieth  myn  as- 
tonyinge  god,  govemoor  of  thlnges,  that, 
■o  as  god  yeveth  oite  tjrmes  to  gode  men 

35  godes  and  mirthefl,  and  to  shrewes 
yrelea  and  aspre  thinges ;  and  yeveth 
ayainwiutl  to  godo  folk  hardnesses,  and 
to  ihrewes  he  graonteth  hem  hir  wil  and 
that  theydesyren :  what  difference  thanne 

40  may  ther  be  bitwixen  that  that  god  doth, 
and  the  happe  of  fortune,  yif  men  ne 
knowe  nat  the  caase  why  that  it  is  ? ' 

*Ne    it    nis  no  mervaile,'  qnod    she, 
^though  that  men  wenen  that  ther  be 

45  somewhat  folissh  and  confuse,  whan  the 
resoon  of  the  ordre  is  unknowe.  But 
al-thongh  that  thoa  ne  knowe  nat  the 
caose  of  so  greet  a  disposioionn,  natheles, 
for  as  moehe  as  god,  the  godo  govemonr, 

5>  atempreth  and  govemeth  the  world,  ne 
doate  thee  nat  that  alle  thinges  ben  doon 
a>right» 

Metxx  Y.     Si  quit  Arcturi  ridera  nescit 

Who-so  that  ne  knowo  nat  the  sterres 
of  Arctore,  y-tomed  neigh  to  the  soverein 
contree  or  point,  that  is  to  teytty  y-tomed 
neigh  to  the  tovereinpool  of  the  JirmatMnt^ 
5  and  wot  nat  why  the  tterre  Bootes  passeth 
or  gadereUi  his  weynos,  and  drencheth 
his  late  flambes  in  the  see,  and  why  that 
Bootes  the  tUrre  nnfoldeth  his  over-swifte 
arysinges,  thanne  shal  he  wondren  of  the 

10  lawe  of  the  heye  eyr.  And  eek^  yif  that 
he  ne  knowe  nat  tohy  that  the  homes  of  the 
inlle  mono  wcxen  pale  and  infect  by  the 
boondee  of  the  derko  night ;  and  how  the 
mono,  derk  and  ooniiise,  discovereth  the 

15  sterres  that  she  hadde  y-covered  by  hir 
dere  visage.  The  comnne  errour  moeveth 
folk,  and  maketh  wery  hir  basins  of  bras 
by  thikke  strokes ;  that  ie  to  eeyn^  that 
ther  it  a  maner  of  poeple  that  highte  Cori- 

20  bantee^  that  wenen  tfuit^  wlian  t?ie  mone  is  in 
the  eclipse,  that  it  be  enchaunted ;  and  tJier- 
fore,  for  to  rtscowe  the  mone,  they  heten  Mr 
basins  with  thikke  strokes,  Ne  no  man 
ne  wondreth  whan  the  blastes  of  the 

3$  wind  Chorus  beten  the  strondes  of  the 
see  hy  quakinge  flodes;  no  no  man  ne 


wondreth  whan  the  weighte  of  the  snowe, 
y-harded  by  the  colde,  is  resolved  by  the 
brenninge  hete  of  Phobus  the  sonne ;  for 
heer  seen  men  redely  the  causes.  But  30 
the  causes  y-hid,  tliat  is  to  seyn,  in  Jiecene^ 
troublen  the  brestes  of  men  ;  the  moev- 
able  poeple  is  astoned  of  alle  thinges  that 
comen  selde  and  sodoinly  in  our  age. 
But  yif  the  troubly  errour  of  our  igno-  35 
raunce  departede  fro  us,  so  that  toe  icisten 
the  causes  why  that  swiche  thinges  bi-tyden, 
certes,  they  sholden  cese  to  seme  won- 
dres. 

i?R0Sx  VX    Ita  est,  ing[uam. 

'  Thus  is  it,'  quod  L  *  But  so  as  thou 
hast  yevcn  or  bi-hight  me  to  unwrappen 
the  hid  causes  of  thinges,  and  to  dls- 
covere  me  the  rosouns  covered  with  dark- 
nesses, I  prey  thee  that  thou  devyso  and  5 
juge  me  of  this  matere,  and  that  thou  do 
mo  to  understondon  it ;  for  this  miraclo 
or  this  wonder  troubleth  mo  right  gretly.* 

And  thanne  she,  a  litel  what  smylinge, 
seyde:  'thou  clopest  me,'  quod  she,  'to  m 
telle  thing  that  is  grettest  of  alle  thinges 
that  mowon  ben  axed,  and  to  the  whicho 
questioun  unnothes  is  ther  aught  y-nough 
to  laven  it ;  as  who  seyth,  unnethes  is  ther 
suffisauntly  anything  to  answers  parfiUy  to  15 
thy  questioun.  For  the  matere  of  it  is 
swich,  that  whan  o  doute  is  determined 
and  cut  awey,  ther  wexen  other  doutes 
with-oute  number  ;  right  as  the  hevedes 
wexon  of  Ydre,  the  serpent  thai  Ercules  20 
slowK  Ne  ther  ne  were  no  manere  ne 
non  ende,  but-yif  that  a  wight  con- 
streinedo  tho  doutes  by  a  right  lyfly  and 
quik  fyr  of  thought ;  that  is  to  seyn,  by 
vigour  and  strengths  of  wit.  For  in  this  25 
mancro  men  weron  wont  to  maken  ques- 
tions of  tho  simpliciteo  of  the  purviaunco 
of  god,  and  of  the  order  of  destinee,  and 
of  Bodein  happe,  and  of  the  knowinge  and 
predestinacioun  divyne,  and  of  thelibertee  30 
of  free  wille ;  the  whicbe  thinges  thou 
thy-self  aperceyvcst  wol,  of  what  weight 
they  ben.  But  for  as  mochel  as  tho 
knowinge  of  thise  thinges  is  a  maner 
porcioun  of  tho  medicine  of  thee,  al-be-it  35 


40  tbee,  ttioa  matt  aaffren  and  fOrbami 
a  litel  of  thilke  delyte,  vliyle  that  I  wevs 
to  thoa  iBwrana  y-knit  by  onlra.'  '  Aa 
it  lykath  to  thw/  quod  1^  *  Ho  do/ 

Tho  ipak    she    right    na    V  uiothar 

45  biginningo,  and  wyda  thna,  'The  on- 
gendringe  of  alia  tlungea/  quod  ihe, '  and 
alio  tha  progresiionna  of  mqabls  nature, 
and  al  that  moeveth  in  any  maneis, 
takoth  his  csaniea,   hiR  ordre,   and    hi( 

50  formea,  of  the  atableneaae  of  the  divyne 
tbogbt ;  and  thilke  divyne  thongbt,  that 
iay-aetsnd  put  in  the  toar,  thai  it  io  leVt 
in  tlu  >uiglitt,  oC  tha  limplicitee  of  god. 
stablisslioth  manymiuiergyseBtotbiutrea 

SS  that  ben  to  done;  tha  whiche  maner, 
whan  that  men  Inlien  it  io  thilke  pore 
clonnoaao  of  the  divyne  intelligence,  it  is 
y-cleped  porvinnnce ;  bat  whan  thilkd 
maner  is  referred  by  men  to  tbingea  that 

60  it  moveth  and  diiponeth,  thanoe  of  olde 
men  it  vas  cleped  deatinoe.  Thewhiohe 
thinirea,  yif  that  any  vight  loketh  wel  in 
bii  thonght  tho  etronRtbe  of  that  oon  and 
of  that  other,  ho  abal  lightly  mowen  aeen, 

65  that  thiae  two  thingca  ben  dyrerae.    For 
pnrviaonce  is  thUke  divyne  reaon  that  is 
""■    "     "    in    the  Boverein  prince  of 
>    whicho 


thingca.     Bat  destinee  ia  tho 

70  diaposicionn  and  ordinannce  clyringe  to 
moovable  thingea,  by  the  vhicbo  diapt^ 
aieionn  the  purviaanoe  knitteth  olle 
thingei  in  hir  ordrea ;  for  parviaance 
embmceth  alio  thiages  to-hepe,  al-th<^b 

75  that  they  ben  d^vDnw,  and  al-tbogh  they 
ben  inflnite  ;  hnt  deatinee  departeth  aod 
ordoinoth  alio  thingea  aingolerly,  and 
divydod  in  moevingea,  in  plaoei,  in 
formoi,  in  tymca,  aa  thai :  lat  the  nn- 

80  foldinge  of  temporal  ordioannce,  assem- 
bled and  ooned  in  the  Inkinge  of  the 
divyno  thoaght,  be  cleped  pnrviaonce ; 
and  thilke  twme  assembliDge  and  00a- 
inge,  divydeil  and  nnfolden  by  tymes,  lat 

85  that  ben  called  destinee.  And  al-be-it  ao 
that  thiie  thinges  ben  dyretsa,  yit  nathe- 


tboght  the  forme  of  tbe  thing  that  ha 
vol  make,  and  moeveth  tbe  effect  of  the 
work,  and  ledeth  that  he  hadde  Inked 
bifom  in  hia  thoght  aimply  and  pre- 
sently, by  tomporel  ordinannce  :  oertes,  95 
right  ao  god  diaponeth  in  hia  pnrviannce, 
aingolerly  and  stably,  tha  tbingea  that 
ben  to  done,  bnt  he  amiuistreth  in  many 
manerei  and  is  dyrorse  tymes,  by  dea- 
tlnee,  thilke  same  thingea  that  he  hath  lui 
disponed.  Thanno,  whether  that  des- 
tinee  beeiercyaed  onthor  by  some  divyno 
■piritA,  servBimta  to  the  divyne  pnr- 
viannoe,  or  ellea  hy  aom  Bowie,  or  ellea  by 
alle  natore  servingo  to  god,  or  elles  by  105 
the  celestial  moevingea  of  storroa,  or  olles 
hy  the  verta  of  angelea,  or  ellea  by  the 
t^rverse  aabtilit«a  of  dovoloa,  or  ellea  by 
any  of  hem,  or  ellea  by  hem  alle,  the 

pliaahed.  Certea,  it  ia  open  thing,  that 
the  parviannce  ia  an  nnmoevable  and 
Bimple  forme  of  tbiuges  to  done  ;  and  the 
moveable  bond  and  tbe  tempore]  ordi- 
naance  of  tbiages,  whicbo  that  tho  115 
divyne  simplicitee  of  purviannoe  hath 
ordeyned  to  done,  that  ia  destinee.  For 
which  it  ia,  that  olio  thingea  that  ben 
put  ondor  destlnee  ben,  certea,  anbgita  to 
pnrviannce,  to  whiche  pnrviannce  dea-  lio 
tinoe  itself  is  aubgit  and  nnder.  Bnt 
■omo  thingea  ben  pat  nnder  pnrviannoe, 
that  anrmonnten  the  ordinannce  of  dee- 
tinee;  and  tho  ben  thilke  thatatahly ben 
y-flcohod  negh  to  the  Anite  godhed  :  they  1J5 
snrmonnten  the  ordre  of  destinal  mnev- 
abletee.  For  right  oa  of  cerclea  Ibat 
tomen  a-bonte  a  aame  centre  or  a-bonte 
a  poynt,  thilke  cercle  that  is  innerest  or 

of  tbe  middel,  and  ia,  as  it  wore,  a  oentre 
or  a  poynt  to  that  other  cerolea  that 
tomen  a-bonten  him  ;  and  thilke  that  ia 
onttereat,  compnased  by  larger  envyron- 
ninge,  ia  nnfolden  by  larger  apacss,  in  so  135 
mocha  as  it  ia  fortheat  fro  the  middel 
aimplicitae  of  tha  poynt ;  and  yif  ther  be 
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anjr-thing^  that  knitteth  and  felawsliip- 
peth  him-self  to  thilke  middel  poynt,  it 

i4l>  is  constreined  in-to  simplioitee,  that  is  to 
teyn^  in-to  unmoevahUtee^  and  it  oeseth  to 
be  shad  and  to  fleten  dyversely :  right  so, 
b^  sembUible  resoon,  thilke  thing-  that 
departeth  forthest  fro  the  first  thoght  of 

U5  9odf  it  is  nnfolden  and  summitted  to 
gretter  bondes  of  destinee :  and  in  so 
moche  is  the  thing  more  free  and  laus 
fro  destinee,  as  it  axeth  and  holdeth  him 
ner  to  thilke  centre  of  thinges,  that  ia  to 

i5>  «fyic,  god  And  yif  the  thing  clyveth  to 
the  stedefastnesse  of  the  thoght  of  god, 
and  be  with-onte  moevinge,  certes,  it  sor^ 
moanteth  the  necessitee  of  destinee. 
Ihanne  right  swich  comparisonn  as  it  is 

>55  of  skilinge  to  nnderstondinge,  and  of 
thing  that  is  engendred  to  thing  that  is, 
and  of  tyme  to  etemitee,  and  of  the  cercle 
to  the  centre,  right  so  is  the  ordre  of 
moevable    destinee   to   the   stable  sim- 

160  plicitee  of  pnrviannce.  Thilke  ordi- 
nannce  moeveth  the  heveno  and  the 
sterres,  and  atempreth  the  elements  to- 
gideramongeshem>self,and  transformeth 
hem    by   entrechaungeable   mntacionn ; 

'65  and  thilke  same  ordre  neweth  ayein  alle 
thinges  growinge  and  fallinge  a-donn,  by 
semUable  progressionns  of  sedes  and  of 
sexes,  that  ia  to  teyn^  male  and  fefMle. 
And  this  ilke  ordre  constreineth  the  for- 

i;d  tones  and  the  dedes  of  men  by  a  bond  of 
causes,  nat  able  to  ben  unboonde ;  the 
whiche  destinal  causes,  whan  they  passen 
oat  firothebiginningesof  the  tmmoevable 
porviaance,  it  mot  nedes  be  that  they  ne 

'75  be  nat  mutable.  And  thus  ben  the 
thinges  ful  wel  y-govemed,  yif  that  the 
simpliciteedwellinge  in  the  divyne  thoght 
sheweth  forth  the  ordre  of  causes,  unable 
to  ben  y-bowed;    and  this  ordre   oon- 

180  ttreineth  by  his  propre  stabletee  the 
moevable  thinges,  or  elles  they  sholden 
fleten  folily.  For  which  it  is,  that  alle 
thinges  semen  to  ben  confiis  and  trouble 
to  us  men,  for  we  ne  mowen  nat  oonsidere 

1^  thilke  ordinaonce ;  natheles,  the  propre 
maner  of  every  thinge,  dressinge  hem  to 
goode,  disponeth  hem  alle. 
For  ther  nis  no-thing  don  for  cause  of 


yvel ;  ne  thilke  thing  that  is  don  by  wik- 
'ke^QioXk.nianatdonforyvel.  The  whiche  «9o 
shrewes,  as  I  have  shewed  ful  plenti- 
vously,  seken  good,  but  wikkod  errour 
mistometh  hem,  ne  the  ordre  cominge 
fro  the  poynt  of  soverein  good  ne  de- 
clyneth  nat  fro  his  biginninge.    But  thou  195 
mayst  seyn,  what  unreste  may  ben    a 
worse  confasioun  than  that  gode  men  han 
Bomtymo  adversitee  and  somtyme  pros- 
peri  tee,    and     Bhrewos     also     now    han 
thinges    that    they    desiren,    and    now  3(k> 
thinges  that  they  haten  ?    Whether  men 
liven  now  in  swich  hoolnesse  of  thoght, 
{oB  who  aeythy  ben  men  now  so  wy9e\  that 
swiche  folk  as  they  demen  to  ben  gode 
folk  or  shrewos,  that  it  mosto  nedes  ben  305 
that  folk  ben  swiche  as  they   wenen  ? 
But  in  this  manere  the  domes  of  men 
discorden,  that  thilke  men  that  some 
folk  demen  worthy  of  mede,  other  folk 
demen  hem  worthy  of  torment.     But  lat  310 
us  gn^aunte,  I  pose  that  som  man  may  wel 
demen  or  knowen  the  gode  folk  and  the 
badde  ;  may  ho  thanne  knowen  and  seen 
thilke  innoresto  atcmpraunce  of  corages, 
as  it  hath  ben  wont  to  be  seyd  of  bodies ;  215 
as  who  teyth,  may  a  man  speken  and  deter- 
minen  of  atempraunces  in  corages^  as  men 
were  wont  to  demen  or  speken   of  com- 
plexiouns  and  atempraunces  of  bodies  9  Ne 
it  ne  is  nat  an  unlyk  miracle,  to  hem  220 
that  ne  knowen  it  nat,  {as  who  seith,  but 
it  is  lyke  a  merveil  or  a  miracle  to  hem  that 
ne  knowen  it  nat)y  why  that  swete  thinges 
ben  covenable  to  some  bodies  that  ben 
hole,  and  to  some  bodies  bittere  thinges  22^ 
ben  covonable  ;  and  also,  why  that  some 
syke  folk  ben  holpen  with  lighte  medi- 
cynes,  and  some  folk  ben  holpen  with 
sharpo  modicynes.      But    natheles,   the 
leche  that  knoweth  the  manere  and  the  230 
atempraunce  of  helo  and  of  maladye,  ne 
merveileth    of   it    no-thing.     But  what 
other  thing  semoth  hele  of  corages  but 
bounteo  and  prowosse  ?    And  what  other 
thing  semeth  maladye   of  corages  but  335 
vyces?    "VMio  is  elles  kepere  of  good  or 
dryver  awey  of  j'vel,  but  god,  govemour 
and  lecher  of  though  tes  ?  The  whiche  god, 
whan  he  hath  biholden  from  the  heye 
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240  tour  of  his  pnrveannoe,  he  knoweth  what 
is  covonable  to  every  wight,  and  leneth 
hem  that  he  wot  that  is  covcnable  to 
hem.  Lo,  her-of  comth  and  her-of  is  don 
tliis  noble  miracle  of  the  ordre  destinal, 

345  whan  god,  that  al  knoweth,  doth  swiche 
thing,  of  which  thing  that  nnknowinge 
folk  ben  astoned.  But  for  to  constreine, 
aa  who  aeyth^  but /or  to  comprehende  and 
telle  a  fewe  thinges  of  the  divyne  deep- 

250  nesse,  the  whicho  that  mannes  resoon 
may  nnderstonde,  thilke  man  that  thou 
wenest  to  ben  right  juste  and  right  kejH 
inge  of  equitee,  the  oontrarie  of  that 
semeth  to  the  div3me  purveaunce,  that  al 

255  wot.  And  Lucan,  my  familer,  telleth 
that  "  the  victorious  cause  lykede  to  the 
gocldes,  and  the  cause  ovorcomen  lykede 
t<o  Catoun."  Thanne,  what-so-ever  thou 
mayst  seen  that  is  don  in  this  werld 

260  unhoped  or  unwened,  certes,  it  is  the 
right  ordre  of  thinges;  but,  as  to  thy 
wikkede  opinioun,  it  is  a  oonfusioun.  But 
I  suppose  that  som  man  be  so  wel 
y-thewed,  that  the  divyne  jugement  and 

265  the  jugement  of  mankinde  acorden  hem 
to-gider  of  him  ;  but  ho  is  so  unstedefast 
of  corago,  that,  yif  any  adversitee  come 
to  him,  he  wol  forleten,  par-aventure,  to 
continue  innocence,  by  the  whiche  he  ne 

27tj  may  nat  with-holden  fortune.  Thanne 
the  wjrse  dispensacioun  of  god  spareth 
him,  the  whiche  man  adversitee  mighte 
oni)eyren;  for  that  god  wol  nat  suffren 
him  to  travaile,  to  whom  that  travaile 

275  nis  nat  covenable.  Another  man  is  parflt 
in  alle  vertues,  and  is  an  holy  man,  and 
negh  to  god,  so  that  the  purviaunce  of 
god  wolde  demen,  that  it  were  a  felonye 
that  he  were  touched  with  any  adver- 

280  sitees ;  so  that  he  wol  nat  suffre  that 
swich  a  man  be  moeved  with  any  bodily 
maladye.  But  so  as  seyde  a  philosophre, 
the  more  excellent  by  me :  he  seyde  in 
Orek\  that  "vertues  han  edified  the  body 

a85  of  the  holy  man."  And  ofto  tyme  it 
bitydeth,  that  the  somme  of  thinges  that 
ben  to  done  is  taken  to  goveme  to  gode 
folk,  for  that  the  malice  hal>uundant  of 
shrewcs  shoLJe   ben  abate<l.     And  go<l 

290  yevoth  and  departeth  to  othre  folk  pros- 


peritees  and  advendtees  y-medled  to- 
hepe,  after  the  qualitoe  of  hir  corages,  and 
remordeth  som  folk  by  advereitee^  for  they 
ne  sholde  nat  wexen  proude  by  longe 
welefulnesse.  And  other  folk  he  suffreth  295 
to  ben  travailed  with  harde  thinges,  for 
that  they  sholden  oonfermen  the  vertues 
of  corago  by  the  usage  and  exercitacioun 
of  i)acience.  And  other  folk  dreden  more 
than  they  oughten  f  that  whicho  they  .100 
mighten  wel  beren ;  and  somme  dispyse 
that  they  mowe  nat  beren;  and  thilke 
folk  god  ledeth  in-to  experience  of  him- 
self by -aspre  and  sorwful  thinges.  And 
many  othre  folk  han  bought  honourable  5(^5 
renoun  of  this  world  by  the  prys  «f 
glorious  deeth.  And  som  men,  that  ne 
mowen  nat  ben  overcomen  by  torments, 
have  yeven  ensaumple  to  othre  folk,  that 
vertu  may  nat  ben  overcomen  by  adver-  .^><^ 
sitees ;  and  of  aUe  thinges  ther  nis  no 
doute,  that  thej  ne  ben  don  rightfully 
and  ordenely,  to  the  profit  of  hem  to 
whom  we  seen  thise  thinges  bit^e.  For 
oertes,  that  adversitee  comth  somtyme  315 
to  shrewes,  and  somtyme  that  that  they 
desiren,  it  oomth  of  thise  forseide  causes. 
And  of  sorwful  thinges  that  bityden  to 
ahreujee^  certes,  no  man  ne  wondreth ;  for 
alio  men  wenen  that  they  han  wel  de-  .^^ 
served  it,  and  that  they  ben  of  wikkede 
merite ;  of  whicho  shrewes  the  torment 
somtyme  agasteth  othre  to  don  felonyes, 
and  somtyme  it  amendeth  hem  that 
suffren  the  torments.  And  the  pros-  5^5 
peritee  that  is  yeven  to  shrewee  sheweth 
a  greet  argument  to  gode  folk,  what  thing 
they  sholde  demen  of  thilke  welefulnesse, 
the  whiche  prosperitee  men  seen  ofto 
serven  to  shrewes.  In  the  which  thing  3.10 
I  trowe  that  god  dispenseth ;  for,  per- 
aventure,  the  nature  of  som  man  is  so 
overthrowinge  to  yvely  and  so  uncoven- 
able,  that  the  nedy  povertee  of  his 
houshold  mighto  rather  egren  him  to  don  3A5 
felonyes.  And  to  the  maladye  of  him  god 
putteth  remedie«  to  yeven  him  richesseo. 
And  som  other  man  biholdeth  hia  con- 
science defoulcd  with  sinnes,  and  maketh 
comparisoun  of  his  fortune  and  of  him-  340 
self;  and  dredeth,  per^vcnture,  that  his 
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blisfolxiesse,  of  which  the  Tungo  is  josrefal 
to  him,  that  the  lesinge  of  thilke  bllsfol* 
nesae  ne  bo  nat  sorwfol  to  hixn ;   and 

345  therfor  he  wol  chaongo  his  xnaneres^  and, 
for  he  dredeth  to  leso  his  fortune,  he  for- 
leteth  his  wikkednesse.  To  othre  folk  is 
welefnlnesse  y-yoven  unworthily,  the 
whiche  overthroweth  hem  in-to  distmc- 

15^  cioon  that  they  han  deserved.  And  to  som 
othre  folk  is  yeven  power  to  ponisshen, 
for  that  it  shal  be  caose  of  corUinua- 
doun  and  exercysinge  to  gode  folk  and 
cause  of  torment  to  shrewes.     For  so  as 

355  ther  nis  non  alyaunce  by-twixe  gode  folk 
and  shrewes,  ne  shrewes  ne  mowen  nat 
acorden  amonges  hemnsolf.  And  why 
nat?  For  shrewes  discorden  of  hemHBelf 
by  hir  yycea^  the  whiche  vyces  al  to- 

360  renden  hir  consciences ;  and  don  ofte 
tyme  thinges,  the  whiche  thinges,  whan 
they  han  don  hem,  they  demen  that  tho 
thinges  ne  sholden  nat  han  ben  don.  For 
which  thing  thilke  sovercin  purveaunce 

365  hath  maked  ofte  tyme  fair  miracle ;  so 
that  shrewes  han  maked  shrewes  to  ben 
gode  men.  For  whan  that  som  shrewes 
seen  that  they  suffren  wrongfully  felonyes 
«jf  othre  shrewes,  they  wexcn  eschaufed 

370  in-to  hate  of  hem  that  anoyeden  hem,  and 
retomen  to  the  frut  of  vertu,  whan  they 
•tudien  to  ben  unlyk  to  hem  that  they 
han  hated.  Certcs,  only  this  is  thedivyne 
might,  to  the  whiche  might  yreles  ben 

375thanne  gode,  whan  it  useth  tho  yvelcs 
covenably,  and  draweth  out  the  effect  of 
any  gode ;  as  vsho  teyih^  that  yvel  U  good 
otdy  to  the  might  of  god^  for  the  might  of  god 
ordeyneth  thilke  yvel  to  good.        For  oon 

380  ordre   embrascth  alio  thinges,   so    that 

what  wight  that  departeth  fro  tho  rcsoun 

of  thilke  ordre  which  that  is  assigned  to 

him,  algates  yit  he  slydeth  in-to  another 

'   ordre,  so  that  no-thing  nis  lovcful  to  folye 

385  in  tho  reame  of  the  divjTio  purviaunco ; 
as  %c7io  seyth,  nothing  nis  with-outen  ordi- 
naunee  in  the  reame  of  the  divyne  pur- 
riaunee ;  sin  that  tho  right  stronge  god 
gcn-emeth  alle  thinges  in  this  world.    For 

3$u  it  nis  nat  levcful  to  man  to  compre- 
Iiendon  hy  wit,  ne  unfolden  by  word,  alle 
the  subtil  ordinaunces  and  disposiciouns 


of  tho  divyne  entente.  For  only  it  onghto 
suffise  to  han  loked,  that  god  him-sclf, 
malcer  of  alle  natures,  ordeineth  and  395 
drosseth  alle  thinges  to  gode  ;  whyl  that 
he  hostoth  to  with-holdcn  the  thinges 
that  he  hath  maked  in-to  his  semblaunce, 
that  is  to  seyn^  for  to  wit?i^?iolden  thinges 
in-to  good,  for  Tie  himself  is  good,  he  41)0 
chaseth  out  al  yvel  fro  the  boundes  of  his 
comunalitee  by  the  ordre  of  necessitee 
destinable.  For  which  it  folwoth,  that 
yif  thou  loke  the  purviaunco  ordeininge 
the  thinges  that  men  wenen  ben  out-  405 
ragcous  or  haboundant  in  crthes,  thou  no 
shalt  not  seen  in  no  place  no-thing  of 
yvel.  But  I  see  now  that  thou  art 
charged  with  the  woighto  of  the  ques- 
tioun,  and  wery  with  the  longthe  of  my  4x0 
resoun  ;  and  that  thou  abydcstsom  sweot- 
nesse  of  songe.  Tak  thanne  this  draught ; 
and  whan  thou  art  wel  refresshcd  and 
refect,  thou  shal  bo  more  stedefast  to  stye 
in-to  hcjrero  questiouns.  415 

Metre  VI.    Si  uis  eelsi  iura  tonantis. 

If  thou,  wjrs,  wilt  demon  in  thy  pure 
thought  the  rightes  or  the  lawes  of  the 
heyo  thondcror,  that  is  to  seyn,  of  god,  loke 
thou  and  bihold  the  heightes  of  the 
sovorein  liovcne.  There  kepen  the  sterres,  5 
by  rightful  alliauncd  of  thinges,  hir  oldo 
pees.  The  sonne,  y-moevcd  by  his  rody 
fjT,  no  distorbeth  nat  the  colde  cercle  of 
the  mono.  No  the  sterro  y-clei>ed  'the 
Bore,'  that  cnclyncth  his  ravisshinge  10 
courses  abouten  the  sovorein  hcighte  of 
tho  worlde,  no  tho  same  sterro  Ursa  nis 
never-mo  wasshen  in  the  depo  westrone 
see,  no  coveiteth  nat  to  deyen  his  llaumbes 
in  the  see  of  tho  occian,  al-thogh  he  see  15 
othre  sterres  y-plouiigod  in  the  see.  And 
Hesperus  the  eterre  bodoth  and  telleth 
alwey  the  late  nightos ;  and  Lucifer  the 
store  bringoth  ayein  the  clere  day.  And 
thus  makcth  Love  entrechaungeable  the  30 
pordurablo  courses ;  and  thus  is  discord- 
ablo  batailc  y-put  out  of  the  contreo  of 
tho  sterres.  This  acordaunce  atempreth 
by  cvenolyk  mancres  tho  elements,  that 
the  moiste  thinges,   stryvonge  "with  tho  25 
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drye  thingeSf  yeven  place  by  Btormdes; 
and  the  colde  things  joynen  hem  by 
feyth  to  the  hote  thingos ;  and  that  the 
lighte  tyr  aryseth  in-to  heigh te ;  and  the 

30  hevy  erthes  avalen  by  hir  weightea.  By 
thise  same  causes  the  floury  yeer  yildeth 
swote  smelles  in  the  firste  somer-sesoiin 
warminge ;  and  the  hote  somer  dryeth 
the  comes ;  and  antnmpne  comth  ayein, 

35  hevy  of  apples ;  and  the  fletinge  reyn 
bideweth  the  winter.  This  atemprannoe 
norissheth  and  bringeth  forth  al  thing 
that  f  bretheth  lyf  in  this  world;  and 
thilko  same  atempraunce,    ravisshinge, 

40  hydeth  and  binimeth,  and  drencheth 
nnder  the  laste  deeth,  alle  thingos  y-bom. 
Amonges  thise  thinges  sitteth  the  heye 
maker,  king  and  lord,  welle  and  begin- 
ningo,  lawe  and  wys  jnge,  to  don  equitee ; 

45  and  govemeth  and  enclynoth  the  brydles 
of  thinges.  And  tho  thinges  that  he 
stereth  to  gon  by  moevinge,  he  with- 
drawcth  and  aresteth ;  and  affermeth  the 
moevable  or  wandringe  thinges.     For  yif 

50  that  he  ne  clcpedo  ayein  the  right  goinge 
of  thinges,  and  yif  that  he  ne  oon- 
streinedo  hem  nat  efb-sones  in-to  round- 
nesses enclynede,  the  thinges  that  ben 
now  continued  by  stablo  ordinaunce,  thoy 

55  sholden  departen  from  hir  welle,  that  is  to 
seyn^  from  hir  bigirminge^  and  faylen,  that 
is  to  seyfiy  tome  in-io  nought.  This  is 
the  comuno  Love  to  alle  thinges  ;  and  alle 
thinges  axen  to  ben  holdon  by  the  fyn  of 

60  good.  For  olles  ne  mighten  they  nat 
lasten ;  yif  they  ne  come  nat  efb-sones 
ayein,  by  Love  retomed,  to  the  cause  that 
hath  yoven  hem  beinge,  that  is  to  teyn^  to 
god. 

Prose  YIL     lamns  igitur  uicUs, 

Seestow  nat  thanne  what  thing  folweth 
alle  the  thinges  that  I  have  seyd?  ' 
Boew.  '  What  thing  ? '  quod  I. 

'  Cortes,'  quod  she,  '  al-outrely,  that  alle 
5  fortune  is  good.'  *  And  how  may  that 

be  ? '  quod  I. 

'  Now  understand, '  quod  she,  *  so  as  alle 
fortune,  whether  so  it  be  joycful  fortune 
or  aspro  fortune,  is  yeven  either  by  cause 


of  guerdoning  or  elles  of  ezercysinge  of  10 
good  folk,  or  elles  by  cause  to  punisshen 
or  elles  chastysen  shrewes ;  thanne  is  alle 
fortune  good,  the  whiche  fortune  is  ccr- 
tein  that  it  be  either  rightfol  or  elles 
profitable.'         *  Forsothe,  this  is  a  iul  15 
verray  resoun,' quod  I ;  *and  yif  I  con- 
sider the  purviaunoe  and  the  destinee 
that  thou  taughteet  me  a  litel  her-bifom, 
this  sentence  is  sustened  by  stedefast 
resouns.    But  yif  it  lyke  unto  thee,  lat  us  to 
noumbren  hem  amonges  thilke  thinges, 
of  whiche  thou  aeydest  a  litel  her-bifom, 
that  they  ne  were  nat  able  to  ben  wened 
to  the  poeplo.' 

*  Why  so  ?  •  quod  she.         *  For  that  the  25 
comune  word  of  men,'  quod  I,  *  misuseth 
this  maner  speche  o/fortunej  and  aeyn  ofte 
t3rmes  that  the  fortune  of  som  wight  is 
wikkede.' 

*  Wiltow  thanne,*  quod  she,   *  that  I  3<> 
aprocho  a  litel  to  the  wordes  of  the  poeple, 

so  that  it  seme  nat  to  hem  that  I  bo  over- 
moche  departed  as  fro  the  usage  of  man- 
kindo  ?  *        *  As  thou  wolt,'  quod  L 

*  Demestow  nat,'  quod  she,    *■  that  al  35 
thing  that  piofiteth  is  good?'         '  Yis,' 
quod  1. 

'And  certes,  thilke  thing  tiiat  exer- 
oyseth  or  corigeth,  profiteth  ? '  *  I  con- 
fesae  it  wel,'  quod  I,  40 

*  Thanne  is  it  good?' quod  she.  *Why 
nat  ? '  quotl  L 

*  But  this  is  tho  fortune,'  quod  she,  *of 
hem  that  either  ben  put  in  vertu  and 
batailcn  ayeins  aspre  thinges,  or  elles  of  45 
hem  that  eschuen  and  decl3men  fW>  vyces 
and  taken  the  wey  of  vertu.'  *  This  ne 
may  I  nat  denye,'  quod  L 

*  But  what  seystowof  the  mery  fortune 
that  is  yeven  to  good  folk  in  guerdoun  ?  50 
Demeth  aught  the  poeplo  that  it  is  wik- 
ked?'  'Nay,  forsothe,'  quod  I;  'but 
they  demen,  as  it  sooth  is,  that  it  is  right 
good,' 

'  And  what  seystow  of  that  other  for-  55 
tune,'  quod  she,  'that,  al-thogh  that  it  bo 
aspre,  and  restreineth  the  shrewes  by 
rightful  torment,  weneth  aught  the 
poeple  that  it  be  good  ?  '  *  Nay,'  quod 
I,  '  but  the  poeple  demeth  that  it  is  most  60 
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wrecched  of  alio  thinges  that  may  ben 
thooffht.* 

*War  now,  and  loke  wd,'  quod  she, 
*  lest  that  wo,  in  folwinge  the  opinionn  of 

65  the  poeple,  have  confessed  and  conclndod 
thing  that  is  unable  to  bo  wened  to  the 
poepU.*        *  What  is  that,'  qnod  L 

*  Certes,'  qnod  she,  *  it  folweth  or  comth 
of  thinges  thtCt  ben  grannted,  that  alle 

70  fortune,  what-so-ever  it  bo,  of  hem  that 
ben  either  in  possessioun  of  vertu,  or  in 
the  encres  of  vertu,  or  olios  in  the  pur- 
chasinge  of  vertu,  that  thilke  fortune  is 
good  ;  and  that  alle  fortune  is  riglit  wik- 

75  kede  to  hem  that  dwollen  in  shrewed- 
nesse ;  *  as  who  aeytK,  and  thus  vxneth  nat 
thr  poeple,  *  That  is  sooth,'  quod  I,  '  al- 
be-it  80  that  no  man  dar  confesse  it  ne 
biknowen  it.* 

80  *  Why  so?  *  quod  she  ;  '  for  right  as  the 
stronge  man  ne  scmeth  nat  to  aboissen  or 
disdaifpien  as  ofte  tymo  as  ho  horoth  the 
noise  of  the  bataile,  no  also  it  ne  semeth 
nat,  to  the  wyse  man,  to  beren  it  gro- 

^5  vously,  as  ofte  as  he  is  lad  in-to  the  stryf 
of  fortune.  For  bothe  to  that  oon  man 
and  eek  to  that  other  thilke  difficultco  is 
the  matero  ;  to  that  oon  man,  of  cncres 
of    hia    glorious    renoun,    and    to   that 

Sft  Either  man,  to  confirme  his  sapience,  that 
it  to  »«yn^  to  the  aaprenesse  of  hit  eatat 
For  thcrfore  is  it  called  "vertu,"  for 
that  it  susteneth  and  enforseth,  by  hise 
ftrengthes,  that  it  nis  nat  overcomen  by 

95  sdversitces.  Ne  ccrtos,  thou  that  art  put 
in  the  cncres  or  in  the  hoighto  of  vertu, 
ne  hast  nat  comen  to  fleton  with  delicos, 
and  for  to  welken  in  bodily  luste ;  thou 
sowest  or  plauntest  a  ful  egro  bataile  in 

W}tky  corage  ayeins  every  fortune  :  for  that 
the  sorwful  fortune  ne  confoundo  thee 
nat,  ne  that  the  merye  fortune  ne  co- 
mmpe  thee  nat,  occupye  tho  mene  by 
st«<lefaBt  strcngthcs.     For  al  that  ever  is 

105  under  the  mene,  or  olles  al  that  ovor- 
passeth  tho  mene,  dcspyseth  welefulnesso 
[a*  tcho  teyth,  it  is  vicious),  and  ne  hath  no 
medo  of  his  travailc.  For  it  is  set  in  your 
hand  (as  wht)  aeyth,  it  lyih  in  your  power) 

110  what  fortune  yow  is  levest,  that  ia  to  seyn, 
ffood  or  yveL    For  alle  fortune  that  semeth 


sharp  or  aspro,  yif  it  ne  exorcyse  nat  the 
godefolk  ne  chastj'seth  the  tcikked/olk^  it 
punissheth. 

MxTux  VII.     Bella  his  quinis  operatus 

annis. 

Tho   wrekor  Attrides,   that  is  to  seyn, 
Agamenon^  that  wroughte  and  continuede 
the  batailes  by  ten  yeer,  recovered  and 
purgode  in  wrekinge,  by  the  destruccioun 
of  Troyo,  tho  losto  chaumbres  of  manage  5 
of  his  brother;   this  ia  to   seyn,  that  he, 
Agavienon,  tcan  ayein  Eleyne,   that   was 
jHenel^vs  wyf  his  brother.     In  the  mene 
whyle  that  thilke  Agamenon  dcsiredo  to 
yeven  sayles  to  tho  Grckisah  navye,  and  i» 
boughto  ayein  tho  windes  by  blood,  ho 
unclothcde  him  of  pitco  of  fader ;  and  tho 
sory  proest    yiveth    in    sacrifyingo    tho 
wrecchod  cuttinge  of  throto  of  the  doagh- 
ter;    that  ia  to  aeyn,   that  Agamenon  let  15 
cutten  the  throte  (\f  hia  dotighter  by  th* 
preest,  to  maken  allyaunce  with  hia  goddea, 
and/or  to  han  wind  with  whiche  he  mights 
wenden  to  Troye.        Itacus,  tfiat  ia  to  aeyn, 
Ulixea,   biwepto  his  felawes  y-lorn,   the  20 
wliicho  felawes  the  ferso  Poliphemus,  lig- 
g^ngo  in  his  grete  cave,  haddo  freten  and 
dreynt  in  his  empty  wombe.     But  nathe- 
les  Poliphemus,  woo<i  for  his  blindo  visage, 
yald  to  Ulixes  joye  by  his  sorwful  teres ;  35 
that  ia  to  aeyn,  th/it   Ulixea  amoot  out  the 
eye  o/roliphemua  that  atood  in  his  forehed, 
for  which  Ulures  hadde  joye,  whan  he  aay 
Poliphemua  wtpinge  and  hlinde.         Her- 
cules is  celcbrable  for  liis  linrdo  travailes ;  30 
he  dauntedc  tho  pnmde  Centaurcs,  half 
hors,  half  man ;  and  ho  birafto  tho  di- 
siioylinge  fro  tho  cruel  Ij'oun,  that  ia  to 
aeyn,  Ac*  alowh  the  lyoun  and  rafte  him  hia 
akin.     He  8m<)f>t  tho  briddes  t?uit  highten  35 
A rjtyes  with  cortein  nrwes.    Ho  ravisshedo 
apples  fr<)  tho  wnkiiigo  dragoun,  and  his 
hand  was  tho  moro  hcxy  for  the  goldone 
metal.     Ho  drow  Cerberus,  tfie  hound  of 
hfille,    by   his  treble   cheyne.     He,   over-  40 
comer,  as  it  is  s«?yd,  hath  imt  an  unmeke 
lord  foddre  to  his  cru(d  hors ;  this  is  to 
aeyn,   that  Jlerculea  alowh  Diomedes,  and 
made  hia  hora  to  freten  him.    And  ho, 
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45  Hercnles,  slowh  Ydra  the  serpent^  and 
brende  the  venim.  And  Achelons  the 
Hood,  defonled  in  his  forhed,  dreynte  hia 
shamofast  \'isago  in  liis  strondes ;  this  is 
to  sejfti^  that  AcJielous  coude  transfigure 

50  him-9clf  in-to  dyverse  lyknessea ;  and^  a*  he 
f aught  with  Hercules^  at  the  laste  he  tomede 
him  in-to  a  bole ;  and  Hercules  hrak  ofoon 
of  his  homes,  and  he,  for  shatne,  hidde  him 
in  his  river.     And   he,  Herculee,  cagte 

t;^  odoan  Antheus  the  g3raunt  in  the 
strondes  of  Libie ;  and  Cacns  apaysede 
the  wratthos  of  Evander ;  this  is  to  seyn, 
that  Hercules  slowh  the  monstre  Cacus,  and 
apaysede  tcith  thcU  deeth  t?ie  wratthe  of 

60  Evander.  And  the  bristlede  boor  markede 
with  scomes  the  shuldres  of  Herooles,  the 


whiche  shnldres  the  heye  cercle  of  hevene 
sholdo  thriste.  And  the  laste  of  his  la- 
boors  waSf  that  he  sustened  the  hevene 
np-on  his  nekke  nnbowed ;  and  he  de-  6;; 
servede  eft-sones  the  hevene,  to  ben  the 
prys  of  his  laste  tra^'aile.  Goth  now 
thanne,  ye  stronge  men,  ther-as  the  heye 
weyof  the  grete  ensaomple  ledeth  yow. 
O  nyce  men,  why  nake  ye  yonre  bakkes  ?  70 
As  who  seyth :  Oye  slawe  and  delicat  men, 
*BhyJlee  ye  adversitees,  and  ne  fighUn  nat 
ayeins  hem  by  vertu,  to  winnen  the  mede  of 
the  hevene?  For  the  erthe,  overoomen, 
yevoth  the  sterres' ;  this  is  to  teyn,  that,  75 
whan  that  erthely  l%ui  is  overcomen,  a  man 
is  maked  loorthy  to  the  hevene. 


BOOK   Y. 


Pbose  L     Dixerat,  orationisque 
cursum. 

S)he  haddo  seyd,  and  tomed  the  coors 
of  hir  resonn  to  some  othre  thinges  to  ben 
treted  and  to  l)en  y-spcd.  Thanne  seyde 
I,  'Certes,  rightful  is  thyn  amonostinge 
5  and  fol  digne  by  anctoritee.  Bat  that 
thou  seidest  whylom,  that  the  questionn 
€)f  the  divyno  purviaunco  is  enlaced  with 
many  other  questiouns,  I  nnderstonde 
wol  and  proevo  it  by  the  same  thing.  But 

10  I  axe  yif  that  thou  wonest  that  hap  be 
any  thing  in  any  weys ;  and,  yif  thou 
wonest  that  hap  bo  anything,  what  is 
it?' 

Thanne  quod  she,  '  I  haste  mo  to  yilden 

15  and  assoilon  to  thee  the  dette  of  my 
bihost,  and  to  shewon  and  opnon  the  wey, 
by  which  woy  thou  mayst  come  aycin  to 
thy  controe.  But  al-bc-it  so  that  the 
thingos  which  that  thou  axcst  ben  right 

20  profitable  to  knowo,  yit  bon  they  diverse 
somwhat  fro  tlio  path  of  my  purpos ;  and 
it  is  to  douton  that  thou  ne  be  maked 
wory  by  mis-weyes,  so  that  thou  ne  mayst 
nat  suffycc  to  mcsuren   the  right  woy.' 

35  '  Ne  doute  thee  thor-of  nothing,'  quod  L 


*For,  for  to  knowen  thilke  thinges  to- 
gedere,  in  the  whiche  thingos  I  delate  me 
greetly,  that  shal  ben  to  me  in  stede  of 
reste;  sin  it  is  nat  to  douten  of  the 
thinges  folwinge,  whan  every  syde  of  thy  30 
disputacioun  shal  han  be  stedefast  to  me 
by  undoutous  feith/ 

Thanne  seyde  she,  'That  manere  wol 
I  don  thee ' ;  and  bigan  to  speken  right 
thus.  '  Certes,'  quod  she,  *  yif  any  wight  35 
diffinisshe  hap  in  this  manere,  that  is  to 
seyn,  that  "  hap  is  bitydinge  y-brought 
forth  by  foolish  moevinge  and  by  no 
knettinge  of  causes,"  I  conferme  that  hap 
nis  right  naught  in  no  wyse ;  and  I  deme  40 
al-outroly  that  hap  nis,  ne  dwelleth  but 
a  voice,  as  who  seith,  but  an  ydel  word, 
with-outen  any  significacioun  of  thing 
submitted  to  that  vois.  For  what  place 
mighte  bon  loft,  or  dwellingc,  to  folye  45 
and  to  disordenaunco,  sin  that  god  ledeth 
and  constreinoth  alle  thinges  by  ordre  ? 
For  this  sentence  is  verray  and  sooth, 
that  "  nothing  no  hath  his  beinge  of 
naught " ;  to  the  whiche  sentence  none  50 
of  thise  oldo  folk  ne  withseyde  never ; 
al-be-it  so  that  they  no  understoden  ne 
meneden  it  naught  by  god,  prinoe  and 
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bflginnere  of  werkinge,  but  ihoy  casten 

<3  [it]  as  a  znanere  fonndement  of  subject 
materiaL,  that  is  to  seyn,  of  the  nature  of 
alle  rMoon.  And  yif  that  any  thing  is 
wozsn  or  comen  of  no  causes,  than  shal  it 
seme  that  thilke  thing  is  comen  or  woxen 
60  of  naught ;  but  jif  this  ne  may  nat  ben 
don,  thanne  is  it  nat  possible,  that  hap 
be  any  swich  thing  as  I  have  diffinisshed 
a  litcl  heer-bifom.*  *How  shal  it 
thanne  be  ? '  quod  I.     '  Kis  ther  thanne 

t^  no-thing  that  by  right  may  be  cleped 
either  '*  hap  "  or  elles  "  aventuro  of  for- 
tune ** ;  or  is  ther  aught,  al-be-it  so  that 
it  is  hid  fro  the  peple,  to  which  these 
wordes  ben  covenablo  ? ' 

;o  *Myn  Aristotulis,*  quod  she,  *in  the 
book  of  his  Phisik,  diffinissheth  this  thing 
by  short  resoun,  and  neigh  to  the  sothe.' 
*  In  -which  manere  ?  '  quod  L 

*  As  ofte,'  quod  she,  *  as  men  doon  any 

75  thing  for  grace  of  any  other  thing,  and 
an-other  thing  than  thilke  thing  that 
men  entenden  to  don  bitydeth  by  some 
canses,  it  is  cleped  ^*hap."  Right  as 
a  nuui  dalf  the  erthe  by  cahbb  of  tilyinge 

80  of  tho  feeld,  and  founde  ther  a  gobet  of 
gold  bidolven,  thanne  wenen  folk  that  it 
is  bifalle  by  fortunous  bitydinge.  But, 
for  sothe,  it  nis  nat  of  naught,  for  it  hath 
his  propre  causes ;  of  whiche  causes  tho 

85  conrs  nnforeseyn  and  unwar  semeth  to 
han  xnaked  hap.  For  yif  the  tUyere  of 
the  feld  ne  dolve  nat  in  the  erthe,  and  yif 
the  hyder  of  the  gold  ne  haddo  hid  the 
gold  in  thilke  place,  the  gold  no  hadde 

911  nat  been  founde.  Thiso  ben  thanne  tho 
causes  of  tho  abregginge  of  fortuit  hap, 
the  which  abregginge  of  fortuit  hap 
comth  of  causes  oncountringo  and  flow- 
inge  to-gidere  to  hom-solf,  and  nat  by  tho 

95  ent«ncioun  of  the  doer.  For  neither  the 
hyder  of  the  gold  ne  tho  delvor  of  the 
feeld  no  anderstoden  nat  that  the  gold 
sholde  han  ben  founde ;  but,  as  I  aaydo, 
it  bitiddo  and  ran  to-gidero  that  ho  dalf 

loothor-as  that  other  haddo  hid  tho  gold. 
Now  may  I  thus  diffinissho  *'  hap."  Hap 
is  an  unwar  bitydinge  of  causes  assem- 
bled in  thinges  that  ben  don  for  som 
other  thing.  But  thilke  ordre,  procedinge 


by  an  uneschuable  bindinge  to-gidere,  105 
which  that  descendeth  fro  tho  welle  of 
purviaunce  that  ordoineth  alle  thinges  in 
hir  places  and  in  hir  tymes,  maketh  that 
the  causes  ronnen  and  assomblen  to- 
gidere.  110 

Metre  I.     Jiupia  Achemenie  tcopulis^ 
ubi  ueraa  aequentum, 

Tigris  and  Eufrates  resolvon  and 
springen  of  00  welle,  in  the  craggos  of  tho 
rocho  of  the  contree  of  Achemenie,  thor-as 
tho  fieinge  bataile  ficchoth  hir  dartes, 
retomed  in  the  brestes  of  hem  that  fol-  5 
wen  hem.  And  sone  after  tho  same 
rivercs,  Tigris  and  Eufrates,  unjoinen  and 
departen  hir  wateros.  And  yif  they 
comen  to-gidercs,  and  ben  assembled  and 
cleped  to-g^dore  into  o  cours,  thanne  lo 
moton  thilke  thinges  ficten  to-gidere 
which  that  the  water  of  tho  entro- 
chaunginge  flood  bringcth.  The  shippes 
and  tho  stokkos  arraced  with  the  flood 
moten  assemblon ;  and  the  watores  y-  15 
medled  wrappeth  or  implyeth  many  for- 
tunel  happes  or  manercs;  tho  whiche 
wandringe  happes,  nathcles,  thilke  de- 
clyningo  lownesse  of  tho  erthe  and  the 
flowinge  ordro  of  tho  slydingo  water  20 
govorneth.  Right  so  Fortune,  that  semeth 
as  that  it  fleteth  with  slaked  or  un- 
govemede  brydles,  it  suffereth  brydlcs, 
that  is  to  ««yn,  to  be  governed^  and  passeth 
})y  thilke  lawo,  tJtat  is  to  seyn,  by  thilke  as 
divyne  ordenaunce. ' 

PuosE  IL     Animadutrto,  inquam. 

'  This  undorstondo  I  wel,'  quod  I,  '  and 
I  acorde  wcL  that  it  is  right  as  thou 
soyst.  Bnt  I  axo  yif  ther  bo  any  libertee 
of  froo  wil  in  this  ordre  of  causes  that 
clyven  thus  to-gidere  in  hem-self;  or  5 
ellos  I  woldo  witon  yif  that  the  destinol 
cheyno  constreineth  the  movinges  of  tho 
corages  of  men  ? ' 

'  Yis,'  quod  she ;   '  ther  is  libertee  of 
free  wil.      Ne  ther  no  was    nevero  no  10 
nature  of  resoun  that  it  ne  hadde  libertee 
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of  free  wil.  For  every  thing:  t^M^t  may 
natorely  Tuen  resonn,  it  hath  doom  1^ 
-which  it  decemeth  and  domoth  every 

15  thing ;  thanne  knoweth  it,  by  it-aelf, 
thinges  that  ben  to  fleen  and  thinges 
that  ben  to  dosiron.  And  thilko  thing 
that  any  wight  demeth  to  ben  dosirodi 
that  axeth  or  desireth  he;   and  fieeth 

ao  thilke  thing  that  he  troweth  ben  to  fleen. 
Wherfore  in  alle  thinges  that  rosonn  is, 
in  hem  also  is  libertee  of  willinge  and  of 
nillinge.  Bat  I  ne  ordeyne  nat,  as  wTio 
seifthj  I  ne  graunts  nat,  that  this  libertee 

95  bo  evene-lyk  in  alle  thinges.  Forwhy  in 
the  sovereines  devynes  substannces,  that 
is  to  seyn,  in  spirits^  jngement  is  more 
cleer,  and  wil  nat  y-commped,  and  might 
Tody  to  speden  thinges  that  ben  desired. 

30  Bat  the  soales  of  men  x):ioten  nedes  be 
more  free  whan  they  loken  hem  in  the 
speoalacioan  or  lokinge  of  the  devyne 
thooght,  and  lasse  free  whan  they  slyden 
in-to  the  bodies ;  and  yit  lasse  free  whan 

35  they  ben  gadered  to-gidere  and  compre- 
hended in  erthely  mombres.  But  the 
laste  servage  is  whan  that  they  bon  yeven 
to  vyooSi  and  han  y-falle  from  the  pos- 
sessioan  of  hir  propre  resoan.    For  after 

40  that  they  han  cast  awey  hir  eyen  fro  the 
light  of  the  sovero3m  soothfiEhstn^Me  to 
lowe  thinges  and  derke,  anon  they  derken 
by  the  cloade  of  ignoraance  and  ben 
troabled    by   felonoas    talents;    to    the 

45  whiche  talents  whan  they  aprochen  and 
asenten,  they  hei>en  and  encresen  the 
servage  which  they  han  joynod  to  hem- 
self  ;  and  in  this  manero  thoy  ben  caitifs 
fro  hir    propre    libertee.      The    whiche 

50  thinges,  nathelesse,  the  lokinge  of  the 
devyne  purviaanoe  seeth,  that  alio  thinges 
biholdoth  and  seeth  fro  oteme,  and  or- 
deineth  hem  everich  in  hir  merites  as 
they  ben  predestinat :  and  U  is  seyd  in 

55  Greeks  tJiat  "alle  thinges  he  seeth  and 
alle  thinges  he  hereth." 

MxxRc  II.    Puro  darum  lumine  Phebum, 

Homer  with  the  hony  month,  that  is  to 
ieyn.  Homer  with  ths  twete  ditees,  singeth, 
that  the  sonne  is  cleer  by  pore  light ; 


natheles  yit  ne  may  it  nat,  by  the  infirme 
light  of  his  hemes,  broken  or  percen  the  5 
inwarde  entrailes  of  the  crtho,  or  elles  of 
the  see.     So  ne  seeth  nat  god,  maker  of 
the  grete  world  :  to  him,  that  loketh  alle 
thinges  f^om  an  heigh,  ne  withstondeth 
nat  no  thinges  by  hevinesse  of  erthe  ;  ne  10 
the  night  ne  withstondeth  nat  to  him  by 
the  blake  cloades.     ThUke  god  seeth,  in 
00  strok  of  thought,  alle  thinges  that  ben, 
or  weren,  or  sholle  comen ;  and  thilke 
god,  for  he  loketh  and  seeth  alle  thinges  15 
alone,  thou  mayst  scyn  that  he  is  the 
verray  sonne.* 


Pbosc  IIL     Turn  ego,  en,  inquam, 

Thanne  seyde  I,  *  now  am  I  confounded 
by  a  more  hard  doute  than  I  was.* 

*  What  doute  is  that  ? '  quod  she.  *  For 
certes,  I  conjecte  now  by  whiche  thinges 
thou  art  troubled.'  5 

*  It  semeth,'  quod  I,  *  to  repugnen  and 
to  oontrarion  greetly,  that  god  knoweth 
bifom  alio  thinges,  and  that  ther  is  any 
freedom  of  libertee.  For  yif  so  be  that 
god  loketh  alle  thinges  bifom,  ne  god  ne  10 
may  nat  ben  dosseived  in  no  manere, 
than  mot  it  nodes  been,  that  alle  thinges 
bityden  the  whiche  that  the  purviaunc^ 
of  god  hath  seyn  bifom  to  comen.  For 
which,  yif  that  god  knoweth  bifom  nat  15 
only  the  werkes  of  men,  but  also  hir 
oonsoiles  and  hir  wiUes,  thanne  ne  shal 
ther  be  no  libertee  of  arbitro  ;  ne,  certes, 
ther  ne  may  be  noon  other  dede,  ne  no 
wil,  but  thilke  which  that  the  divyne  20 
purviaunoe,  that  may  nat  ben  dosseived, 
hath  feled  bifom.  For  yif  that  they 
mighten  wrythen  awey  in  othre  manere 
than  they  ben  purveyed,  than  sholde  ther 
be  no  stodefast  prescience  of  thing  to  ag 
comen,  but  rather  an  uncertein  opinioun ; 
the  whiche  thing  to  trowen  of  god,  I  dome 

it  felonye  and  unlevefuL  Ke  I  ne  proeve 
nat  thilke  same  resoan,  as  tcAo  seyth,  I  ne 
alowe  nat,  or  I  ne  preyse  nat,  thilke  same  30 
resoun,  by  which  that  som  men  wenen 
that  they  mowen  assoilen  and  unknitten 
the  knotte  of  this  questioun.  For,  certes, 
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they  toyn  that  thing  nis  xiat  to  comen 

35  for  that  the  pnrviaanoe  of  god  hath  seyn 
it  hifom  that  is  to  oomen,  bnt  rather  the 
oontrarje,  and  th(U  ia  tkii :  that,  for  that 
the  thing  is  to  oomenf  therfore  ne  may  it 
nat  ben  hid  fro  the  pnrviaance  of  god ; 

41)  and  in  this  manere  this  neoessitee  slydeth 
ayein  in-to  the  contrarye  partje :  ne  it 
ne  bihoveth  nat,  nedes,  that  thinges  bi- 
tyden  that  ben  pnrvyed,  bnt  it  bihoveth, 
Dcdes,  that  thinges  that  ben  to  comen 

45  ben  y-porveyed :  bnt  as  it  were  y*travailed, 
at  Kho  9tythy  that  tkUke  antwere  procedeth 
right  at  thogh  men  travaUeden^  or  toeren 
buy  to  enquereny  the  whiche  thing  is  canse 
of  the  whiche  thing: — as,  whether  the 

JO  prescience  is  canse  of  the  necessitee  of 
thinges  to  oomen,  or  ell^  that  the 
necessitee  of  thinges  to  comen  is  canse 
of  the  porviatince.  fiat  I  ne  enforce  me 
nat  now  to  shewcn  it,  that  the  bitydinge 

55  of  thinges  y-wist  bifom  is  necessarie,  how 
so  or  in  what  manere  that  the  ordre  of 
caoses  hath  it-self;  al-thogh  that  it  ne 
seme  nat  that  the  prescience  bringe  in 
necessitee    of  bitydinge    to   thinges   to 

60  oomen.  For  certes,  yif  that  any  wight 
sitteth,  it  bihoreth  by  necessitee  that  the 
opinionn  be  sooth  of  him  that  conjecteth 
that  he  sitteth  ;  and  ayeinward  also  is  it 
of  the  contrarye  :  yif  the  opinionn  be 

<^  sooth  of  any  wight  for  that  he  sitteth, 
it  bihoveth  by  necessitee  that  he  sitte. 
Thanne  is  heer  necessitee  in  that  oon 
and  in  that  other  :  for  in  that  oon  is 
necessitee  of  sittinge,  and,  certes,  in  that 

70  ucher  is  neoessitee  of  sooth.  Bnt  therfore 
ne  sitteth  nat  a  wight,  for  that  the 
opinionn  of  the  sittinge  is  sooth  ;  but  the 
opinionn  is  rather  sooth,  for  that  a  wight 
sitteth  bifom«     And  thus,  al-thogh  that 

75  the  cause  of  the  sooth  cometh  of  that 
other  i^de  (as  who  teyth^  that  al-thogh  the 
cayte  0/ tooth  comth  of  the  tilting^  and  nat 
of  the  trewe  opinioun\  algates  yit  is  ther 
oomnne  necessitee  in  that  oon  and  in 

80  that  other.  Thus  showeth  it,  that  I  may 
make  semblable  skiles  of  the  purviaunce 
of  god  and  of  thinges  to  comen.  For 
althogh  that,  for  that  thinges  ben  to 
oomen,  therefore  ben  they  purveyed,  nat,  | 


certes,  for  that  they  ben  purveyed,  ther-  85 
fore  ne  bityde  they  nat.     Yit  natheles, 
bihoveth  it  by  necessitee,  that  either  the 
thinges  to  comen  ben  y-purveyed  of  god, 
or  elles  that  the  thinges  that  ben  pur- 
veyed of  god  bityden.      And  this  thing  qo 
only  suffiseth  y-nough  to  destroyen  the 
freedom  of  oure  arbitro,  that  it  to  teyn,  of 
oure  free  toil.    But  now,  certes,  theweth  it 
toely  how  fer  fro  tJ^e  tothe  and  how  up-so- 
doun  is  this  thing  that  we  soyn,  that  the  95 
bitydinge  of  temporol  thinges  is  cause  of 
the  eteme  prescience.     But  for  to  wenen 
that  god  purvyoth  the  thinges  to  comen 
for  they  ben  to  comen,  what  other  thing 
is  it  but  for  to  wene  that  thilke  thinges  100 
that  bitidden  wliylom  ben  causes  of  thilke 
soverein  purvyaunoe  that  it  in  god  9    And 
hcr-to  /  adde  yit  thit  thing  -.  that,  right 
as  whan  that  I  wot  that  a  thing  is,  it 
bihoveth  by  necessitee  that  thilke  solve  105 
thing  bo ;  and  eek,  whan  I  have  knowe 
that  any  thing  shal  bityden,  so  byhoveth 
it  by  necessitee  that  thilke  thing  bityde  : 
— so  folweth  it  thanne,  that  the  bitydinge 
of  tho  thing  y-wist  bifom  no  may  nat  no 
ben  eschueii.    And  at  the  laste,  yif  that 
any  wight  wene  a  thing  to  ben  other 
weyes  thanne  it  is,  it  is  nat  only  un- 
science,  but  it  is  deceivable  opinioun  tul 
diverse  and  fer  fro  the  sotho  of  science.  115 
Wherfore,  yif  any  thing  be  so  to  comen, 
that  the  bitydinge  of  hit  no  be  nat  cer- 
tein  ne  necessarie,  who  may  woten  bifom 
that  thilke  thing  is  to  comen  ?   For  right 
as  science  ne  may  nat  ben  modled  with  lao 
falsnesse  (as  who  teyth^  tfiat   yif  I  wot 
a  thingy  it  ne  may  nat  he  false  that  I  ne  wot 
it\  right  BO  thilke  thing  that  is  conceived 
by  science  ne  may  nat  ben  non  other 
weys  than  as  it  is  conccivod.     For  that  is  125 
tho  cause  why  that  science  wanteth  lesing 
(OS  wJio  teyihy  why  that  witinge  ne  receiveth 
nat  letinge  of  that  it  wot) ;  for  it  bihoveth, 
by  necessitee,  that  every  thing  be  right 
as  science  comprehendeth  it  to  be.  What  130 
shal  I  thanne  sejm  ?    In  whiche  manere 
knoweth  god  bifom  the  thinges  to  comen, 
yif  they  ne  bo  nat  certein  ?    For  yif  that 
he  deme  that  they  ben  to  comen  un- 
eschewably,  and  so  may  be  that  it  is  135 
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possible  that  they  ne  shollen  nat  comen, 
god  is  deceived.  But  nat  only  to  trowen 
that  god  is  deceived,  but  for  to  spoke  it 
with  month,  it  is  a  felonons  sinno.     But 

140  yif  that  god  wot  that,  right  so  as  thinges 
ben  to  comen^  so  shullen  they  comen — so 
that  ho  wite  egaly,  as  who  seyth,  indiffer- 
entlyy  that  thinges  mowen  ben  doon  or 
elles  nat  y-doon — what  is  thilke  prescience 

145  that  ne  comprehendeth  no  cortein  thing 
ne  stable?  Or  elles  what  difiference  is 
ther  bitwixe  the  prescience  and  thilke 
jape-worthy  diV3minge  of  Tiresie  the 
divynour,  that  seyde  :  "  Al  that  I  seye," 

i5i>  quod  he,  *^  either  it  shal  bo,  or  elles  it 
ne  shal  nat  be?"  Or  ellos  how  mochel 
is  worth  the  devyno  prescience  more 
than  the  opinioun  of  mankinde,  yif  so  be 
tliat  it  demeth  the  thinges  uncortein,  as 

155  men  doon  ;  of  the  whiche  domes  of  men 
the  bitydinge  nis  nat  certein?  But  yif 
so  be  that  non  uncertein  thing  ne  may 
ben  in  him  that  is  right  certein  wello 
of  alio  thinges,  thanne  is  the  bitydinge 

160  certein  of  thilke  thinges  whiche  ho  hath 
wist  bifom  fermely  to  comen.  For  which 
it  folweth,  that  tho  freedom  of  tho  con- 
soiles  and  of  the  werkos  of  mankind  nis 
non,   sin   that  tho  thoght  of  god,  that 

165  seeth  alio  thingos  without  errour  of  fals- 
nesso,  bindeth  and  constroinoth  hem  to 
a  bitydinge  by  necesiitee.  And  >-if  this 
tiling  be  ones  y-graunted  and  received, 
tliat  is  to  seyn^  that  ther  nU  no  free  wille^ 

170  than  sheweth  it  wel,  how  greet  destruc- 
cioun  and  how  greto  damages  ther  folwen 
of  thinges  of  mankindo.  For  in  ydel  ben 
ther  thanne  purposed  and  bihight  medos 
to  godo  folk,  and  peynes  to  liaddo  folk, 

1175  sin  that  no  moevinge  of  free  corage 
voluntorio  no  hath  nat  deserved  hem, 
thaJL  is  to  aeyn,  neither  mede  ne  peyne ;  and 
it  sholde  seme  thanne,  that  thilke  thing 
is  alderworst,  which  that  is  now  domed 

180  for  aldermost  just  and  most  rightful,  thcU 
it  to  aeyn^  that  shrowcs  ben  punisshed,  or 
oUes  that  gode  folk  ben  y-gerdoned :  the 
whiche  folk,  sin  that  hir  propre  wil  ne 
sent  hem  nat  to  that  oou  ne   to  that 

185  other,  tltat  ia  to  aeyn^  neither  to  gode  ne 
to  harm,  bat  constroinoth  hom  certein 


neccssitee  of  thingos  to  comen :    thanne 
ne  shoUen  ther  nevero  ben,  ne  nevere 
weren,  vyce  ne  vertu,  but  it  sholde  rather 
ben  confbsioun  of  alio  desertos  medled  190 
with-outen  discrecioun.   And  jdt  tJter  fol- 
weth a/nrother  inconvenient,  fthan  whiche 
ther  ne  may  ben  thoght  no  more  felonous 
ne  more  wikke  ;  and  that  it  thit :  that,  so 
as  the  ordre  of  thinges  is  y-led  and  comth  195 
of  the  purviaunce  of  god,  ne  that  no-thing 
niB  levefVil  to  tho  conseiles  of  mankindo 
(at  who  t^yth,  that  men  han  no  power  to 
doon  no-thing,  ne  irilne  no-thing),  than  fol- 
weth it,  that  oure  vycos  ben  referred  to  200 
the  maker  of  alio  good  (at  who  teyth,  than 
folweth  it,  that  god  ougJUe  han  the  blame  of 
oure  vycet,  tin  he  constreineth  u«  by  n^et- 
tiiee  to  doon  vycet).    Thanne  is  ther  no 
resoun  to  hopen  in  god,  no  for  to  preyon  205 
to  god ;  for  what  sholde  any  wight  hopen 
to  god,  or  why  sholde  he  preyen  to  god, 
sin  that  tho  ordonaunce  of  dostinee,  which 
that  no  may  nat  ben  inclyned,  knitteth 
and  streineth  alio  thinges  that  men  may  a  10 
desiron?    Thanne  sholdo  ther  bo  doon 
awey  thilke  only  all3raunco  bitwixen  god 
and  men,  that  is  to  seyn,  to  hopen  and  to 
preyen.    But  by  tho  prys  of  rightwisnesse 
and  of  verray  mekenosse  we  deserven  tho  315 
gordoun  of  tho  divyne  grace,  which  that 
is  inestimable,  that  it  to  teyn,  t?uU  U  itao 
greet,  thai  it  ne  may  nat  ben  ful  y-preyted. 
And  this  is  only  the  manere,  that  it  to 
teyn,    hope    and  preyeret,  for  which    it  aao 
scmeth  tliat  men  mowen  spoke  with  god, 
and  by  resoun  of  supplicacioun  be  con- 
joined to  thilke  cleemesse,  that  nis  nat 
aprochod  no  rather  or  that  men  beseken 
it  and  impctron  it.     And  yif  men  weno  225 
nat  that  hope  no  preyores  ne  han  no 
strengthos,  by  tho  nocessitee  of  thinges 
to  comen  y-rocoived,  what  thing  is  ther 
thanne  by  whiche  wo  mowen  ben  con- 
joined   and    clyven    to    thilke  soverein  230 
prince  of  thinges  ?  For  which  it  bihoveth, 
by  nocessitee,  that  tho  linage  of  man- 
kindo, as  thou  songe  a  litel  her-biforn, 
bo  departed  and  unjoined  from  his  welle, 
and  failen  of  hit  bigimunge,  that  it  to  235 
teyn,  god. 


tgottiiuB.    QEfooft  V:  (proee  iv. 


197 


KxTHz  IIL    Quenam  diteora  federa  rerum. 

What  difloordable  oanse  hath  to-rent 
and  unjoined  the  bindinge,  ortJie  alliaunce, 
of  thingea,  that  i»to  aeyn,  the  cot^junccioun 
^  god  and  man  f  Whiche  god  hath 
5  establisBhed  so  greet  bataile  bitwixen 
thise  tvo  soothfast  or  verray  thinges, 
i^at  ia  to  aeyn,  bitudxen  the  purviaunce  of 
god  and  frot  toil,  that  they  ben  singnler 
and  devydedf  ne  that  they  ne  wolen  nat 

10  be  medeled  ne  coupled  to-gidere  ?  Bat 
ther  nis  no  discord  to  the  verray  thinges, 
bat  they  clyven,  certein,  alwey  to  hem- 
sell  Bnt  the  thought  of  man,  confounded 
and  overthrowen  by  the  dirke  membres 

15  of  the  body,  ne  may  nat,  by  fyr  of  his 
derked  looking,  that  ig  to  aeyn,  by  the 
vigour  of  hit  mnghJt^  whyl  the  aouU  is  in 
the  body^  knowe  the  thinne  subtil  knitt- 
inges  of  thinges.  But  vherfore  enchaufeth 

»  it  so,  by  so  greet  love,  to  finden  thilke 
notes  of  sooth  y-covered ;  t?uit  is  to  seyn^ 
v^erfore  enchaufeth  the  thoght  of  man  by 
so  greet  desyr  to  knowen  thilke  notijlcacions 
thai  ben  y-hid  under  the  covertoures  of 

»5  soolk  9  Wot  it  aught  thilke  thing  that  it, 
an^oisious,  desireth  to  knowe  ?  As  ioho 
seith,  nay ;  for  no  man  travaileth  for  to 
wUen  thinges  that  Tie  ujot  And  therfore 
the  texte  seith  thus :  but  who  travaileth  to 

90  witen  thinges  y-knowe  ?  And  3df  that  he 
ne  knoweth  hem  nat,  what  seketh  thilke 
blinde  thoght  ?  What  is  he  that  desireth 
any  thing  of  which  he  wot  right  naught? 
As  who  seUhy  tcho  so  desireth  any  thing^ 

SS  nedesj  somwhat  he  knoweth  of  it ;  or  elleSy 
he  ne  coude  nat  desire  it  Or  who  may 
tclwen  thinges  that  ne  ben  nat  y-wist? 
And  thogh  that  he  seke  tho  thinges^  wher 
shal  he  finde  hem  ?    What  wight,  that  is 

40  al  nnoonninge  and  ignoraont,  may 
knowen  the  forme  that  is  y-founde  ?  But 
whan  the  soule  biholdeth  and  seeth  the 
heye  thc^ht,  thcU  is  to  seyn,  god^  than 
knoweth  it  to-gidere  the  somme  and  the 

45  lingnlaritees,  that  is  to  seyn^  the  principles 
and  everich  by  hitf^-self.  But  now,  whyl 
the  soule  is  hid  in  the  cloude  and  in  the 
derkenesse  of  the  membres  of  the  body, 
it  ne  hath  nat  al  for-yeten  it-self,  but 


it  with-holdeth  the  somme  of  thinges,  50 
and  leseth   the  singularitees.     Thanne, 
who-so  that  seekoth  soothnessc,  he  nis  in 
neither  nother  habite ;  for  he  noot  nat  al, 
ne  he  ne  hath  nat  al  foryeten  :  but  yit 
him  remembreth  the  somme  of  thinges  55 
that  he  with-holdeth,  and  axeth  conseil, 
and  retreteth  deeplicho  thinges  y-seyn 
bifom,  tluU  is  to  seyn^  the  grete  somme  in 
his  minde :   so  that  ho  mowo  adden  the 
parties  that  he  hath  for-yeten  to  thilke  60 
that  he  hath  with-holden.' 

Prosk  IV.   Turn  ilia :  VetttSj  inquit^  hec  est. 

Thanne  seide  she :  '  this  is,'  qnod  she, 
'  the  olde  question  of  the  purviaunce  of 
god  ;  and  Marcus  Tullius,  whan  he  de- 
vyded  the  div3maciouns,  that  is  to  seyn^  in 
his  book  that  he  wroot  of  divynaciouns^  he  5 
moevede  gretly  this  qucstiuun  ;  and  thou 
thy-self   iias    y-sought    it    mochol,    and 
outrcly,  and  longo ;    but  yit  ne  hath  it 
nat  ben   detcrmiued   no  y-sped  formely 
and  diligently  of  any  of  yow.     And  the  10 
cause  of  this  derkonesse  and  of  this  diffi- 
cultee  is,  for  that  tho  moevinge  of  the 
resoun  of  mankinde  ne  may  nat  moevcn 
to  {thai  is  to  seyn^  applyen  orjoinen  to)  the 
simplicitee  of  the  devyne  prescience  ;  the  15 
whiche  simplicitee  of  the  devyne  prescience^ 
yif  that  men  mighten  thinken  it  in  any 
manor,  that  is  to  seyn^  tJiat  yif  men  mighten 
thinken  and  comprehenden  the  thinges  as 
god  seeth   hem^   thanne    ne    sholde  ther  20 
dwellen  outrely  no  doute  :   the  whiche 
resoun  and  aiuse  of  difficultee  I  shal  assaye 
at  the   laste  to  shcwo    and    to  speden, 
whan  I  have  first  y-spended  and  answered 
to  tho  resouns  by  which    thou   art  y-  25 
moeved.   For  I  axe  why  thou  wenest  that 
thilke  resouns  of  hem  that  ossoilen  this 
quest  ioun  no  ben  nat  speedful  y-nough 
ne  sufficient :   the  whiche  aoliictoiin,  or 
the  whiche  resoun^  for  that  it  demeth  that  30 
the  prescience  nis  nat  cause  of  necessitee 
to  thinges  to  comen,  than  ne  weneth  it 
nat  that  freedom  of  wil  be  destorbed  or 
y-let  by  prescience.     For  ne  drawestow 
nat  arguments  from  olles-where  of  the  35 
necessitee  of  thinges  to-comen  {as  who 
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teithf  any  other  wey  than  thus)  bat  that 
thilke  thing^s  that  the  prescienoe  wot 
bifom  ne  mowezi  nat  nnbitjrde  ?    That  ia 

340  to  teyfty  that  they  moten  bityde.  Bat 
thanne,  yif  that  prescience  ne  patteth 
no  necessitee  to  thinges  to  comen,  as 
thoa  thj-self  hast  confessed  it  and  bi- 
knowen  a  litel  heivbifom,  what  oaase  or 

*45  what  is  it  {as  toho  aeith^  ther  may  no  caum 
be)  by  which  that  the  endes  volantarie  of 
thinges  mighten  be  constreined  to  oertein 
bitydingo  ?  For  by  grace  of  positioan,  so 
that  thoa  mowe  the  botere  xinderstonde 

50  this  that  folweth,  I  pose,  per  impoedbiU^ 
that  ther  be  no  prescience.  Thanne  axe 
I,'  qaod  she,  *  in  as  mochol  as  apertieneth 
to  that,  sholden  thanne  thinges  that 
comen  of  freo  wil  ben  constreined  to  bi- 

55  tyden  by  necessitee?'  Boeee,  *Nay,' 
qaod  I. 

^  Thanne  oyeinward,'  qaod  she,  *  I  Bai>- 
pose  that  ther  be  prescience,  bat  that  it 
ne    patteth    no    necessitee   to    thinges; 

60  thanne  trowe  I,  that  thilke  selve  freedom 
of  wil  shal  dwellen  al  hool  and  absolat 
and  anboanden.  Bat  thoa  wolt  seyn 
that,  al-be-it  so  that  prescience  nis  nat 
caase  of  the  necessitee  of  bitydinge  to 

6$  thinges  to  comen,  algates  yit  it  is  a  signe 
that  the  thinges  ben  to  bityden  by 
necessitee.  By  this  manere  thanne,  al- 
thogh  the  prescience  ne  hadde  never 
y-ben,  yit  aigate  or  at  the  lee^  toeye  it 

70  is  oertein  thing,  that  the  endes  and 
bitydinges  of  thinges  to  comen  sholden 
ben  necessarie.  For  every  signe  sheweth 
and  signifyeth  only  what  the  thing  is, 
bat  it  no  maketh  nat  the  thing  that  it 

75  signifyeth.  For  which  it  bihoveth  first 
to  shewen,  that  no-thing  ne  bitydeth 
that  it  ne  bitydeth  by  necessitee,  so  that 
it  may  appere  that  the  prescience  is  signe 
of  this  necessitee  ;  or  elles,  3df  ther  nere 

80  no  necessitee,  certes,  thilke  prescience 
ne  mighte  nat  be  signe  of  thing  that  nis 
nat.  But  certes,  it  is  now  certein  that 
the  proeve  of  this,  y-sastened  by  stidefast 
resoan,  ne  shal  nat  ben  lad  ne  proeved 

85  by  signos  ne  by  arguments  y-taken  fro 
with-oute,  but  by  causes  covenable  and 
necessarie.      Bat  t?iou  mayet  aeyn^  how  J 


may  it  bo  that  the  thinges  ne  bityden 
nat  that  ben  y-porveyed  to  comen  ?   But, 
certes,    right   as   we   trowen    that   tho  90 
thinges  which  that  the  purvianoe  wot 
bifom  to  comen  ne  ben  nat  to  bityden ; 
bat  that  ne  sholden  we  nat  demen  ;  but 
rather,  al-thogh  that  they  shal  bityden, 
yit  ne  have  they  no  necessitee  of  hir  95 
kindo  to  bityden.      And  this  maystow 
lightly  aperceiven  by  this  that  I  shal 
seyn.     For  we  seen  many  thinges  whan 
they  ben  don  bifom  core  eyen,  right  as 
men  seen   the    cartere  worken   in   the  luo 
tominge  or  atempringe  or  adressinge  of 
hise  cartes  or  charietes.    And  by  this 
manere  (at  who  seithy  mayttow  underttonde) 
of  alle  othere  ujorkmen.    Is  ther  thanne 
any   necessitee,    as  who   Beith^  in   oure  105 
lokingey  that  constreineth  or  oompelleth 
any  of  thilke  thinges  to  ben  don  so?' 
Boece.     *  Nay,'  qaod  I ;  *  for  in  ydel  and 
in  veyn  were  al  tho  effect  of  craft,  yif 
that  alle  thinges  weren  moeved  by  con-  1 10 
streininge ; '  tJiat  is  to  seyn^  by  constrehUnge 
0/ oure  eyen  or  of  oure  sight 

*  The  thinges  thanne,'  qaod  she,  *  that, 
whan  men  doon  hem,  ne  ban  no  neces- 
sitee that  men  doon  hem,  oek  tho  same  115 
thinges,  first  or  they  ben  doon,  they  ben 
to  comen  with-oute  necessitee.    For-why 
ther  ben  somme  thinges  to  bityden,  of 
which  the  endes  and  the  bitydinges  of 
hem  ben  absolat  and  quit  of  alle  neces-  120 
sitee.    For  certes,  I  ne  trowe  nat  that 
any  man    wolde    seyn   this :   that    tho 
thinges  that  men  doon  now,  that  they 
ne  weren  to  bityden  first  or  they  wonen 
y-doon ;    and    thilke  same  thinges,  al-  125 
thogh  that  men  had  y-wist  hem  bifom, 
yit  they  han  free  bitydinges.     For  right 
as  science  of  thinges  present  ne  bringeth 
in  no  necessitee   to  thinges  that  men 
doon,  right  so  the  prescience  of  thinges  130 
to  comen  ne  bringeth  in  no  necessitee  to 
thinges  to  bityden.  But  thou  mayst  seyn, 
that  of  thilke  same  it  is  y-douted,  as 
whether  that  of  thilke  thinges  that  ne 
han  non  issues  and  bitydinges  necessaries,  155 
yif  thor-of  may  ben  any  prescience ;  for 
certes,   they  semen  to  disoorden.      For 
thou  wenest  that,  yif  that  thinges  ben 
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j-*eyn   bifom,  that   nooesRitoe   folweth 

140  hem. ;  and  yif  necessit«6  faileth  hem, 
they  ne  mighten  nat  ben  wist  bifom, 
and  that  no-thing  ne  may  ben  compre- 
hended by  science  but  certein ;  and  yif 
tho  thinges  that  ne  han  no  certain  bi- 

M5  tydinges  ben  purveyed  as  certein,  it 
aholde  ben  dirknesse  of  opinioon,  nat 
soothfaatnesse  of  science.  And  thou 
wenest  that  it  be  diverse  fro  the  hool- 
nesse  of  science  that  any  man  sholde 

150  deme  a  thing  to  ben  other-weys  thanno 
it  is  it-self.  And  the  cause  of  this  erroure 
is,  that  of  alle  the  thinges  that  every 
wight  hath  y-knowe,  they  wcnen  that 
tho  thinges  been  y-knowe  al-oonly  by  the 

155  strengthe  and  by  the  nature  of  the 
thinges  that  ben  y-wist  or  y-knowe ;  and 
it  is  al  the  contrarie.  Por  al  that  ever 
is  y-knowe,  it  is  rather  comprehended 
and  knowen,  nat  after  his  strengthe  and 

160  his  nature,  but  after  the  faculteo,  tJuU 
M  to  seyn^  the  power  and  the  nature^  of  hem 
that  knowen.  And,  for  that  this  thing 
shal  mowen  shewen  b^"  a  short  cnsaumple : 
the  same  roundnesse  of  a  body,  other- 

165  weys  the  sighte  of  tho  eye  knoweth  it, 
and  other-weyes  the  touchinge.  The 
lokinge,  by  castinge  of  his  hemes,  waitoth 
and  seeth  from  afer  al  the  body  to-gidere, 
with-oote  moevinge  of  it-self;    but  the 

170  tonchinge  clyveth  and  conjoineth  to  tho 
lonnde  body,  and  moeveth  aboute  tho 
environinge,  and  comprehendoth  by 
parties  the  roundnesse.  And  the  man 
him-self,  other- weys  wit  biholdeth  him, 

175  anil  other-weys  imaginacioun,  and  other- 
weys  resoon,  and  other-weys  intelligence. 
For  the  wit  comprehendeth  withouto- 
forth  tho  figure  of  the  body  of  tho  man 
that  is  establissed  in  the  matere  subject ; 

180  bnt  the  imaginacioun  comprehendeth 
only  the  fig^ure  withouto  tho  matero. 
Besonn  surmouuteth  imaginacioun,  and 
comprehendeth  by  universal  lokinge  tho 
comone  spece    that   is    in  the  singuler 

185  peces.  But  the  eye  of  intoUigcnco  is 
heyere  ;  for  it  surmouuteth  tho  environ- 
inge of  the  universitec,  and  lookoth,  over 
that,  by  pure  subtilitee  of  thoght,  thilko 
same  simple  forme  cf  man  that  is  per^ 


durably  in  the  divyne  thoght  In  whiche  190 
this  oughte  greetly  to  ben  considered, 
that  the  heyeste  strengthe  to  compro- 
henden  thinges  enbraseth  and  contieneth 
the  lowere  strengthe ;  but  the  lowere 
strengthe  no  aryseth  nat  in  no  manere  195 
to  heyere  strengthe.  For  wit  ne  may 
no-thing  comprehende  out  of  matere,  ne 
the  imaginacioun  ne  loketh  nat  tho  uni- 
versels  speces,  ne  resoun  taketh  nat  the 
simple  formo  90  as  intelligence  taketh  it ;  200 
but  intelligence,  that  lookcth  al  aboven, 
whan  it  hath  comprehended  the  forme, 
it  knoweth  and  dometh  cklle  the  thinges 
that  ben  under  that  forme.  But  she 
knoweth  hem  in  thilke  manere  in  the  205 
whiche  it  comprehendeth  thilke  same 
simple  formo  that  ne  may  never  ben 
knowen  to  none  of  that  other ;  that  is  to 
seyn,  to  none  of  tho  three  forseide  thinges 
qfthe  sotcle.  For  it  knoweth  the  univer-  210 
sitee  of  resoun,  and  the  figure  of  tho 
imoginaciouu,  and  the  sensible  material 
conceived  by  ivit ;  ne  it  no  usoth  nat  nor 
of  resoun  ne  of  imaginacioun  ne  of  wit 
withouto-forth ;  but  it  biholdeth  alle  215 
thinges,  so  as  I  shal  seyo,  by  a  strok  of 
thought  formely,  tvitJwute  discours  or  cd' 
lacioun.  Certes  resoun,  whan  it  looketh 
any-thing  universe!,  it  ne  useth  nat  of 
imaginacioun,  nor  of  witte,  and  algatcs  220 
yit  it  comprehendeth  the  thinges  imagin- 
able and  sensible  ;  for  resoun  is  she  that 
dif&nisseth  the  tmiversel  of  hir  couseyte 
right  thus  : — man  is  a  rosonablo  two- 
foted  beest.  And  how  so  that  this  225 
knowingo  is  universel,  yet  nis  ther  no 
wight  that  no  woot  wd  that  a  man  is 
a  thing  imaginable  and  sensible ;  and 
this  same  considereth  wel  resoun ;  but 
that  nis  nat  by  imaginacioun  nor  by  wit,  230 
but  it  looketh  it  by  a  resonable  concep- 
cioun.  Also  imaginacioun,  ol-be-it  so  that 
it  taketh  of  wit  tho  beginninges  to  seen 
and  to  formen  tlic  figures,  algates,  al- 
thogh  that  wit  ne  were  nat  present,  yit  335 
it  cnvironcth  and  comprehendeth  alle 
thinges  sensible  ;  nat  by  resoun  sensible 
of  deminge,  but  by  resoun  imaginatif. 
Soestow  nat  thanne  that  alle  the  thinges, 
in  knowinge,  usen  more  of  hir  facultee  240 
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or  of  hir  powor  than  llug  ioon  0/  Hit 
/attUlre  or  poKfr  of  Oiinges  that  ben  y- 
knows?  No  that  nil  nat  wrong ;  for  h 
u  every  jogument  is  tho  dcile  or  doinge 
14s  of  him  that  demelli,  it  hihovBth  that 
every  wight  performs  the  werk  and  his 
entencioon,  nat  of  foreino  power,  but  of 
his  propre  power. 


Uetbe  IV,     IfaoBdam  poiliau  attutlt. 

The  Porohe,  lAol  It  le  sej/n.  a  gale  of 
UK  (men  of  Alhenet  tlur-at  phiktophret 
hodden  hir  eongregacioun  to  dttpulen, 
thil^e  Forche  kronghte  lom-tyme  olds 
S  men,  ful  decks  in  hir  senCenoes,  tkaf 
U  to  teyn^  philotophrft  Vit^  higltten 
Sloicient,  that  wenden  that  images  and 
Hensibilitees,  ihatiatot^yn,  seitriM^  Itna^n- 
aelouiu,  or  tUa  imaginneiotim  of  leniible 
10  thinga,  weren  emprointed  in-to  Bowles 
fro  bodies  witlionte-forth ;  at  «Ao  telth, 
Uiat  thilke  Stoicfafu  (amdcn  that  Ou  mitit 
hadde  btn  nattd  of  itself,  at  a  mfrour  or 
a  time  poTthemin,  »  Mat  allt  JIgurtt 
15  noden  firtt  conen  fro  thingtt  fro  vitlunil*- 
forth  fn-fo  toiaia.  and  b«n  cmprtfnted  In-to 
•otdu :  Text :  right  as  we  ben  wont  som- 
tyme,  by  a  swifte  potntel,  to  fiochsn 
lettrea  empreintol  in  the  smotbeDosse  or 
30  in  the  pleinne«Bo  of  the  table  of  wex  or 
in  parcAemin  tbat  ne  bath  no  figure  tie 
note  in  it.  Olose.  But  now  argvelh 
Boece  affiiru  tAat  optfntoun,  and  mith  thut : 
Bnt  yif  the  thiyvinge  sowle  ne  ml- 
95  plsytetb  no-thing,  that  ia  to  scfffi,  lU  doth 
no-thing,  by  bia  propre  mosringea,  bat 
snSretb  and  lyth  snbgit  to  tho  figarea 
and  to  tho  notes  of  bodies  withont*-forth, 
and  jfildcth  images  ydel  and  vayn  in  the 
30  inanere  of  a  mironr,  whennea  tbryreth 
Uianne  or  whennea  comth  thilke  know- 
inge  in  onr  sowle,  that  discemeth  and 
biholdoth  alle  thinges  ?  And  wbennes  is 
thilke  strengths  that  biholdetb  the  singn- 
S5  ler  thinges  ;  or  wbennes  ia  the  itnmgthe 
that  doTydelh  thingei  y-knowe;  and 
thilke  Btrengtho  tbat  gadoreth  togidera 
the  tbingos  doryded  ;  and  the  rtreugthe 
that   cheseth   his 


For  Bom-tyme  it  heretb  Dp  the  heved,  4U 
that  it  to  (fpn,  that  il  heneth  vp  the  «ne«n- 
diHHi  to  Tight  heye  thingft ;  and  som-tyme 
descendeth  in-to  right  lowe  thinges. 
And   whan  it   retometb  In-to   him-aelf, 
it  reprosTsth  and  deatroyeth  tha  false  4S 
thingea   by  the  trews  tbinges.     CerteB, 
this  strengths  is  caose  more  efficient, 
and  mocbsl  mors  mighty  to  teen  and  to 
fciKWH  Uingu.   than    thilks    cause   that 
soffi^th  and  receiveth  tho  notes  and  ths  9> 
figures  impressed  in   mancr  of  matsre. 
Algates  the  passionn,  that  it  to  Kpn,  the 
tuffraioKi  or  the  tdt,  in  the  qnike  body, 
goth  bifom,  oxcitinge  and  moeriuge  tho 
strsngthes  of  the  thonght     Bight  so  a*  J5 
whan  that  cleemesso  smytetb  the  cyeu 
and  moeneUt  hen  to  Km,  or  right  so  as 
Tois  or  Botm  hnrteletb  to  the  eres  and 
onnntoeselh  htm  to  A«rVnr,  than  ia  the 
itrengthe  of  the  thongbt  y-moered  and  6» 
eicited,  and  depeth  forth,  to  semblablo 
mosvingeo,  the  speces  that  it  halt  witb- 
iune  it-self;   and  addeth  tho  Bpeces  to 
ths  notes  and  to  ths  thinges  wlthonte- 
fortb,  and  modleth  tho  images  of  thinges  ^^ 
wilhonte-forth    to    tho    forme*    y-hidds 


Fhose  v.    Quod  tt  In  corporlbut  tenilaidU. 

Bnt  what  yif  that  iu  bodies  to  hen 
Mod,  that  it  to  teyn,  in  the  tatinfft  of 
knotnelechinge  afboditg  thinget.  and  al-be- 
it  so  that  ths  qnalltees  of  bodies,  that 
bon  objccte  fro  withonts-forth,  moevsn  s 
and  sutalenten  the  instmmenta  of  the 
wittss  ;  and  al-be-it  so  that  the  pai>iD(m 
of  the  body,  that  it  to  Kyn,  the  wit  or  tlie 
laJTravTKe,  goth  to-fom  the  strengths  of 
ths  workings  corage,  ths  which  pasoionn  10 
or  snffrannce  clepeth  forth  the  dede  of 
the  thoght  in  him-sslf.  and  mooretb  and 
eiciteth  in  this  mene  whyle  ths  formes 
that  reslcn  withinne-forth  ;  and  yif  that, 
in  sensible  bodies,  as  I  hare  seyd,  onr  15 
corage  nil  nat  y-tanght  or  empreinted 
by  pasaioim  to  knoae  thite  Ihinget,  bnt 
demeth  and  knoweth,  of  his  owne 
strengthe,   the  passionn 
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JO  subject  to  the  body :  moche  more  thanne 
tho  tliiiiges  that  ben  absolat  and  qnite 
fro  aUe  talents  or  affeccionns  of  bodies, 
at  god  or  his  atmgtU»^  ne  folwen  nat  in 
discerning  thinges  object  fro  withonte- 

95  forth,  but  they  accomplisshen  and  speden 
the  dede  of  hir  thoght.  By  this  resonn 
thanne  ther  comen  many  manor  know- 
inges  to  djrverse  and  differinge  snb- 
staonces.     For  the  -wit  of  the  body,  the 

30  whiche  wit  is  naked  and  despoiled  of 
alle  other  knowinges,  thilke  wit  comth 
to  beestes  that  ne  mowen  nat  moeven 
hem-self  her  and  ther,  as  oyatrea  and 
muscules,  and  other  twiche  shelle-flsh  of 

35  the  see,  that  clyven  and  ben  norisshed 
to  roohec.  Bnt  the  imaginacionn  comth 
to  remnable  beestes,  that  semen  to  han 
talent  to  fieen  or  to  desiren  any  thing. 
But  resonn  is  al-only  to  tho  linage  of 

40  mankindc,  right  as  intelligence  is  only 
rto]  the  devyne  nature :  of  which  it  fol- 
wcth,  that  thilke  knowinge  is  more  worth 
than  thise  othre,  sin  it  knoweth  by  his 
propre  natore  nat  only  his  sabjeot,   as 

45  trAo  teithj  it  ne  knovxth  nat  al-only  tJiat 
apertieneth  properly  to  his  knoxcinge^  but 
it  knoweth  the  subjects  of  alle  other 
knowinges.  But  how  shal  it  thanne  be, 
yif  that  wit  and  imaginacionn  stryven 

50  ayein  resoninge,  and  sejm,  that  of  thilke 
nniversel  thing  that  resonn  weneth  to 
seen,  that  it  nis  right  naught  ?  For  toit 
and  imaginaaoun  seyn  that  that,  that  is 
sensible  or  imaginable,  it  no  may  nat  be 

^  oniverseL  Thanne  is  either  the  jugo- 
ment  of  resoun  sooth,  ne  that  ther  niS 
nothing  sensible  ;  or  ellos,  for  that  rosoun 
wot  wel  that  many  thinges  ben  subject 
to  wit  and  to  imaginacionn,  thanne  is 

60  the  concepcioun  of  resoun  veyn  and  false, 
which  that  loketh  and  comprehendeth 
that  that  is  sensible  and  singuler  as 
nniversel.  And  jdf  that  resoun  wolde 
answeren  ayein  to  thise  two,  that  is  to 

65  seyn,  to  witte  and  to  imaginadoun,  and 
seyn,  that  soothly  she  hir-self,  that  is  to 
seyn,  resoun,  loketh  and  comprehendeth, 
by  resonn  of  universalitce,  bothe  that 
that  is  sensible  and  that  that  is  imagin- 

70  able ;  and  that  thilke  two,  thcU  is  to  seyn. 


wit  and   imaginacioun,    ne    mowen    nat 
strecchon  ne  enhansen  heip-self  to  the 
knowinge  of  universalitee,  for  that  the 
knowinge  of  hem  ne  may  exceden  ne 
surmounte  the  bodily  figures  :  certes,  of  7S 
the  knowinge  of  thinges,  men  oughton 
rather  yeven  credence  to  the  more  stede- 
fast  and  to  the  more  parfit  jugement. 
In    this    manor    stryvinge    thanne,    we 
that  han  strengthe  of  resoninge  and  of  80 
imaginingo  and  of  vn\  t?iat  is  to  seyn, 
by  resoun  and  by  imaginacionn  and  by  toity 
we   sholde  rather   preyse    the  cause  of 
resoun ;   as  who  seiih,  thun  the  cause  of 
wit  and  o/imaginacioun,  85 

Semblable  thing  is  it,  that  the  resoun 
of  mankinde  no   weneth   nat  that  the 
devyne  intelligence  bi-holdeth  or  know- 
eth thinges  to  comen,  but  right  as  the 
resoun  of  mankinde  knoweth  hem.     For  90 
thou  arguest  and  seyst  thus  :   that  yif 
it  no  seme  nat  to  men  that  some  thinges 
han  certcin  and   nccessarie  bitydinges, 
they  ne  mowen  nat  ben  wist  bifom  cer- 
teinly  to  bityden.     And  thanne  nis  ther  95 
no  prescience  of  thilke  thinges ;  and  yif 
we   trowe  that    prescience    be  in   thise 
thinges,  thanne  is  ther  no-thing  that  it 
no  bitydeth  by  necessitee.     But  certes, 
yif  we  mighton  han  the  jugement  of  tho  100 
devyne  thoght,  as  we  ben  parsoneres  of 
resoun,  right  so  as  we  han  domed  that 
it  bchoveth  that  imaginacionn  and  wit 
be   binethe    resoun,   right  so  wolde  we 
demcn  that  it  were  rightful  thing,  that  105 
monnes  resoun  oughto  to  submitten  it- 
self  and    to    ben    binetho    tho    divyne 
thoght.     For  which,  yif  that  we  mowen, 
as  who    seith,   that,   yif  that   we  moujen, 
I  cmtnseyle^  that  wo  enhanso  us  in-to  the  "o 
hciglito  of  thilko  soveroyn  intelligence ; 
for  ther  shal  resoun  wel  seen  that,  that 
it  ne  may  nat  biholden  in  it-self.     And 
certes  that  is  this,  in  what  manor  tho 
prescience  of  god  seeth  alio  thinges  cer-  115 
teins  and  diffinisshed,  al-thogh  they  ne 
han  no  cortein  issues  or  bitydinges ;  no 
this  is  non  opinioun,  but  it  is  rather  tho 
simpliciteo  of  the  sovereyn  science,  that 
nis  nat  enclosed  nor  y-shet  within  none  lao 
boundes. 
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The  beeetei  puun  by  tlis  crthei  hy  tal 
diverae  fiipireB.  For  noni  of  hsm  luuibir 
bodies  stranKliC  and  crepea  in  tba  doit, 
■nd  drawtn  ador  hem  a  traa  or  a  tordh 
5  j-oontinued  ;  that  it  to  atyn,  at  nadrtt  or 
naktM.  And  other  beeatoa,  by  the  wan- 
dringe  lightnesaeof  hir  wingui,  beteii  the 
vindei,  aud  over^wimmeii  the  apacea  of 
the lenge cyrbytnoiatfleeiDfce.  Audother 
lo  beeate*  gladen  hem-aeir  to  dig^n  hir  traa 
or  hir  Bteppea  in  the  orthe  vith  hir  piiiiKB 
or  with  hir  feet,  and  to  goon  either  by 
the  greue  feldoi,  or  ellei  to  walken  nnder 
the  wodm.  Acd  al-be-it  ao  that  thou 
15  leest  that  they  alle  diacorden  by  diverae 
fbniiea,algateahirfacea,encliued,  herieth 
hir  dtdle  wittea.  Only  the  lina^of  mart 
hevetli  hoyeate  hil  heye  heved,  and 
ttondetli  light  vith  hia  Dp-right  body, 
ro  and  biholdeth  the  erthea  nnder  hino. 
And,  bat-yif  thou,  erthely  man,  vexeat 
yvelontofthy  wit,  thia  Hgnre  anioneBt«th 
thee,  that  aiteat  the  hevane  with  thy 
righte  viaage,  ajid  haat  areyaed  thy  fore- 
's heved,  to  beren  np  a-heigh  thy  oorage  ; 
ao  that  thy  tbngbt  ne  be  nat  y-hevied  ne 
pat  lowe  under  fote,  ain  that  thy  body  ia 
ao  heye  areyaed. 

Piio»  VI.    Quonkm  igUur,  uti  pautJo 

Therfor  thanne,  a<  I  have  ahewed  a 
litel  her-bifom,  that  al  thing  that  ia 
y-wiit  nil  nat  kno^ren  by  bia  natnre 
propre,  but  by  the  nature  of  bem  that 
5  comprebcndeD  it,  lat  na  loke  now,  in  aa 
mocfael  aa  it  is  levefol  to  ng,  at  who  teUh, 
tat  «•  lake  nom  at  i«  nuiuini,  vhioh  tbat 
the  eBt«t  ia  of  the  dovj-ne  aobalannce  ;  ao 
that  we   mowpQ   celt  knowen  what  hia 


The 


-oaonablel  than 


.t  of 


thaimn  wliat  ia  et«ra[tee  ;  for  certea  that 

ahal    ahewen   oa  to-gidere    the    devyue 

IS  notore  and  the  devyne  acieuce.     Eter- 

nitee,  thauue,  up&rfltpoaiecaioiuiaadal- 


togidere  of  lyf  interminable ;  and  that 
ahewoth  more  deerly  by  the  oompariaonn 
or  the  coUacioan  of  tempore!  thingea. 
For  b1  thing  that  Itveth  in  lyme  it  ia 
preaent,  and  procedeth  fro  preterite  in-to  sa 
fntorea,  tKat  U  to  ae]/n,  fro  tyme  pamed 
itt-to  t]/ine  coJningg  ;  ne  ther  nil  no-thing 
aataibliaahed  in  tyme  that  may  embnwan 
to-gider  al  the  apace  of  hia  lyf.  For 
certea,  yit  ne  hath  it  taken  the  tyme  of  '5 
to-morwe,  and  it  bntb  lent  the  tyme  of 
yial*rday.  And  portoB,  in  the  lyf  of  thia 
day,  ye  ne  liven  no  more  hat  right  aa  in 
the  moevable  and  tranaitoriA  moment- 
Thanne  thilke  thing  that  anffreth  tarn-  ja 
porel  condicioon,  al-thogh  that  it  never 
bigan  to  be,  ne  tbogh  it  never  ceae  for  to 
be,  oa  Ariatotlo  demed  of  the  world,  uid 
ol-tbogh  that  the  lyf  of  it  be  itreecfaed 
witii  infinites  of  tyme,  yit  algatea  nia  ]S 
it  no  Hwieh  thing  that  men  mighten 
trowen  by  right  that  it  is  et«nui.  For 
ttl-thogh  that  it  oomprehocde  and  em- 
bnce  the  apace  of  lyf  infinit,  yit  algid»s 
ne  emhrsoeth  it  nat  the  apace  of  the  lyf  V> 
al-togider ;  for  it  ne  hath  nat  the  fatnrea 
that  ne  ben  nat  yit,  >u  it  m  itolA  ao  lover 
the  prdtritt  that  btn  y-doon  or  y-pamtd. 
But  thilke  thing  thanne,  that  hath  and 
comprehendeth  to-gider  al  the  plentee  of  4S 
the  lyf  intermiDBblo.  lu  whom  ther  ne 

ther  nil  naogbt  of  the  prvterit  eaoaped 
nor  y-paaaed,  thilke  aamo  ia  y-witneaaed 
and  y-proeved  by  right  to  be  eterne.    And  jo 
it   bihoyeih    by  ncixuitea    that    thilke 
thing  be  al-wcy  preaent  to  him-aelf,  and 
compotent ;  at  who  tith,  oi-DOV  pnft  to 
himtelf,  and  aa  mighty  that  al  b»  right  at 
hit  ptaatmee ;  and  tliat  he  hare  al  preaent  S5 
the    inflnitee     of    the    moevable    tyme, 
Wher-for  aom   men  trowen  wrongftilly 
that,  whan  they  heren  that  it  aemede  to 
Plato  that  thig  world  ne  hadde  never 
heginninge  of  tyme,   ne  that  ft   never  60 
sbal  han   failings,   they  wanen  in   thii 
maner  that  tliia  world  be  milked  ooetenie 
with  hia  maker ;  <u  who  Kith,  they  tMW 
Mat  (Ala  •isrld  md  god  bn  maktd  togldtr 
tttnu,   and  that  It  a  umrngflil  vxniiigt.  6s 
For  other  thing  ii  it  to  ben  y-Ud  by  lyf 


fl 


QE^oet9ttt0.    qE^ooS  V:  (proee  vi. 


203 


mtenninable,  as  Plato  grannted  to  the 
world,  and  other  thing  is  it  to  embrace 
to-gider  al  the  present  of  the  lyf  inter- 
ne minable,  the  whiche  thing  it  is  cleer  and 
manifest  that  it  is  propre  to  the  devyne 
thoght. 

Ne  it  ne  aholde  nat  semen  tons,  that  god 
is  elder  thanne  thinges  that  ben  y-maked 
75  by  qnantitee  of  tyme,  bnt  rather  by  the 
propretee  of  his  simple  natnre.  For  this 
ilke  infinit  moevinge  of  temporcl  thinges 
folweth  this  prescntarie  estat  of  lyf  un- 
moevable ;  and  so  as   it   ne   may  nat 

So  coontrefeten  it  ne  feynen  it  ne  be  cven- 
lyke  to  it  for  the  inmoevabletee,  that  ia  to 
seyn,  that  ia  in  the  etertdtee  (nf  god^  it 
^aileth  and  falleth  in-to  moevinge  fro  the 
simplicitee  of  the  presence  0/  god^  and 

85  disencreseth  in-to  the  infinit  qnantitee  of 
fatnre  and  of  preterit :  and  so  as  it  ne 
may  nat  ban  to-gider  al  the  plentee  of 
the  lyf,  algates  yit,  for  as  moche  as  it  ne 
ceseth  never  for  to  ben  in  som  maner,  it 

90  semeth  som-del  to  ns,  that  it  folweth  and 
resembleth  thilke  thing  that  it  ne  may 
nat  atayne  to  ne  falfillen,  and  bindeth 
it-self  to  som  maner  presence  of  this  litel 
and  swifte  moment :  the  which  presence 

95  dtfthie  Utel  and  etcifte  moment^  for  that  it 
bereth  a  maner  image  or  lyknesse  of  the 
ay-dwellinge  presence  0/  god^  it  grannt- 
eth,  to  Bwiche  maner  thinges  as  itbitydeth 
to,  that  it  semeth  hem  as  thise  thinges 

100  ham  y-ben,  and  ben. 

And,  for  that  the  pretence  of  eioich  litel 
moment  ne  may  nat  dwelle,  ther-for  it 
ravisshed  and  took  the  infinit  wey  of 
tyme,  that  i§  to  eeyn,  by  aucceseioun  ;  and 

105  by  this  maner  is  it  y-doon,  for  that  it 
sholde  continue  the  lyf  in  goinge,  of  the 
whiche  lyf  it  ne  mighte  nat  enbrace  the 
plentee  in  dwellinge.  And  for-thy,  yif 
we    woUen    patten    worthy    names    to 

no  thinges,  and  folwen  Plato,  lat  ns  seye 
thanne  soothly,  that  god  is  eteme,  and 
the  world  is  perpetnel.  Thanne,  sin  that 
every  jqgemcnt  knoweth  and  comprehend- 
eth  by  his  owne  nature  thinges  that  ben 

115  sabject  nn-to  him,  thor  is  soothly  to  god, 
al-wejrs,  an  eteme  and  presentorie  estat ; 
and  the  science  of  him,  that  over-passeth 
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al  temporel  moevement,  dwelleth  in  the 
simplicitee  of  his  presence,  and  embraceth 
and  considereth  alle  the  infinit  spaces  of  i^k> 
tymes,  preterits  and  futures,  and  loketh, 
in  his  simple  knowinge,  alle  thinges  cif 
preterit  right  as  they  weren  y-doon  pre- 
sently right  now.     Yif  thou  wolt  thanne 
thenken  and  avyse  the  prescience,  l)y  125 
which  it  knoweth  alle  thinges,  thou  ne 
shal  nat  demen  it  as  prescience  of  thinges 
to  comen,  but  thou  shalt  demen  it  more 
rightfully  that  it  is  science  of  presence  or 
of  instaunce,  that  never  ne  faileth.    For  130 
which  it  nis  nat  y-cleped  **  previdenoe," 
but  it  sholde  rather  ben  cleped  "pur- 
viaunce,"  that  is  establisshed  fal  fer  fro 
right  lowe  thinges,  and  biholdeth  from 
a-fer  alle  thinges,  right  as  it  were  fro  the  i35 
heye  heigh te  of  thinges.        Why  azestow 
thanne,  or  why  desputcstow  thanne,  that 
thilke  thinges  ben  doon  by  necessitee 
whiche  that  ben  y-seyn  and  knowen  by 
the  devyne  sighte,  sin  that,  forsothe,  men  140 
ne  maken  nat  thilke  thinges  necessarie 
which  that  they  seen  ben  y-doon  in  hir 
sighte  ?    For  addeth  thy  biholdlnge  any 
necessitee  to  thilke  thinges   that  thou 
bih oldest  presente  ? '        '  Nay,'  quod  L      '45 

Philoaophie.   *  Certes,  thanne,  if  men 
mighte  makcn  any  digne  comparisoun  or 
collacioun  of  the  presence  devyne  and  of 
the  presence  of  mankinde,  right  so  as  ye 
seen  some  thinges  in  this  temporel  pre-  150 
sent,  right  so  seeth  god  alle  thinges  1^ 
his  eteme  present.     Wher-fore  this  de- 
vyne prescience  ne  chaungeth  nat  the 
nature  ne  the  propretee  of  thinges,  but 
biholdeth  swiclie  thinges  present  to  him-  155 
ward  as  thej'  shuUen  bityde  to  yow-ward 
in  tyme  to  comen.     No  it  confoundeth 
nat  the  jugement  of  thinges ;  but  by  o 
sighte  of  his  thought,  he  knoweth  the 
thinges  to  comen,  as  wel  necessarie  as  nat  160 
necessarie.     Bight  so  as  whan  ye  seen 
to-gider  a  man  walken  on  the  erthe  and 
the  Sonne  aryscn  in  the  hevene,  al-be-it  so 
that  ye  seen  and  biholden  that  oon  and 
that  other  to-gider,  yit  natheles  ye  demen  165 
and  disccmeu  that  that  oon  is  voluntarie 
and  that  other  necessarie.      Bight    so 
thanne  the  devyne  lookinge,  biholdinge 
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alle  thingos  undor  him,  ne  troubleth  nat 

170  the  qualit«e  of  thinges  that  bon  certeinly 
presont  to  him-ward  ;  but,  as  to  the  con- 
dicionn  of  tymey  forsothe,  they  ben 
fdturo.  For  which  it  folwoth,  that  this 
nis  noon  opinioun,  bat  rather  a  stedefast 

175  knoMringe,  y-strengthed  by  soothnesse, 
that,  whanne  that  god  knoweth  anything 
to  be,  he  ne  unwot  nat  that  thilke  thing 
wanteth  necessit^e  to  bo  ;  this  it  to  aeyn^ 
VuUf  wJuin  thcU  god  knoweth  any  thing  to 

180  bitydef  he  vx>t  v>el  that  it  ne  hath  no  necea- 
titee  to  tdtyde.  And  yif  thou  seyst  heer, 
that  thilke  thing  that  god  seeth  to 
bityde,  it  ne  may  nat  nnbityde  (aa  who 
aeithy  it  mot  bityde),  and  thilke  thing  that 

185  ne  may  nat  unbityde  it  mot  bityde  by 
necessiteo,  and  that  thou  streyne  me  l^ 
this  name  of  neoossitee  :  certes,  I  wol  wel 
oonfessen  and  biknowe  a  thing  of  fnl  sad 
tronthe,  but  tmnetho  shal  ther  any  wight 

190  mowe  seen  it  or  come  ther-to,  bnt-yif  that 
he  be  biholder  of  the  devyne  thoght.  For 
I  wol  answeren  thee  thus :  that  thilke 
thing  that  is  future,  whan  it  is  referred 
to  the  devyne  knowinge,  thanne  is  it 

195  neoessarie  ;  but  certes,  whan  it  is  undor- 
stonden  in  his  owne  kinde,  men  seen 
it  is  outrely  free,  and  absolut  /ro  alle 
necessitee. 

For  certes,  ther  ben  two  maneres  of 

acx>  necessitee.  That  oon  necessitee  is  simple, 
as  thus  :  that  it  bihovoth  by  necessitee, 
that  alle  men  bo  mortal  or  deedly. 
Another  necessiteo  is  oonditionel,  as  thus  : 
yif  thou  west  that  a  man  walketh,  it 

«o5  bihovoth  by  necessitee  that  he  walke. 
Thilko  thing  thanne  that  any  wight  hath 
y-knowo  to  bo,  it  ne  may  ben  non  other 
woyes  thanne  he  knoweth  it  to  be.  But 
this  condicioun  ne  draweth  nat  with  hir 

210  thilke  necessitee  simple.  For  certes,  this 
necessitee  conditionel^  the  propre  nature 
of  it  ne  makoth  it  nat,  but  the  adjeccioun 
of  the  condicioun  maketh  it.  For  no  ne- 
cessitee ne  constreyncth  a  man  to  gon, 

315  that  goth  by  his  propre  wil;  al-be-it  so 
that,  whan  ho  goth,  that  it  is  necessarie 
that  he  goth.  Kight  on  this  same  manor 
thanne,  yif  that  the  purviaunce  of  god 
seeth  any  thing  present,  than  mot  thilke 


thing  ben  l^  necessitee,  al-thogh  that  it  a  30 
ne  have  no  necessiteo  of  his  owne  nature. 
But  certes,  the  futures  that  bitydon  by  free- 
dom of  arbitre,  god  seeth  hem  alle  to-gider 
present.  Thise  thinges  thanne,  yif  they 
ben  referred  to  the  devyne  sighte,  thanne  '^5 
ben  they  maked  necessarie  by  the  con- 
dicioun  of  the  devyne  knowinge.  But 
oertes,  yif  thilke  thinges  be  considered  by 
hem-«clf,  they  ben  absolut  of  necessitee, 
and  ne  forloten  nat  ne  cesen  nat  of  the  230 
libertee  of  hir  owne  nature.  Thanne, 
certes,  with-oute  douto,  alle  the  thinges 
shollen  ben  doon  which  that  god  wot 
bifom  that  they  ben  to  oomen.  But  som 
of  hem  comen  and  bityden  of  free  arbitre  2.^5 
or  of  free  wilUy  that,  al-be-it  so  that  they 
bityden,  jat  algates  ne  lese  they  nat  hir 
propre  nature  in  beinge;  by  the  which 
first,  or  that  they  weren  y-doon,  they 
hadden  power  nat  to  han  bitid.'  Boe^..  240 
*What  is  this  to  seyn  thanne,'  quod  I, 
*  that  things  ne  bon  nat  necessarie  hy  hir 
propre  nature,  so  as  thc^  comen  in  alle 
maneres  in  the  lyknesse  of  necessitee  by 
the  condicioun  of  the  devyne  science  ?'       245 

*  This  is  the  difference,'  quod  she ;  *  that 
tho  thinges  that  I  purposede  thee  a  litol 
heer-bifom,  that  ia  to  seyn,  the  sonne 
axysinge  and  the  man  walkinge,  that, 
ther-whyles  that  thilke  thinges  been  y-  250 
doon,  they  ne  mighte  nat  ben  nndoon; 
natheles,  t^hat  oon  of  hem,  or  it  was 
y-doon,  it  bihoved  by  necessitee  that  it 
was  y-doon,  but  nat  that  other.  Right  so 
is  it  here,  that  the  thinges  that  god  hath  255 
presont,  with-oute  doute  they  shollen 
been.  But  som  of  hem  descendeth  of  the 
nature  of  thinges,  as  the  sonne  arysinge ; 
and  som  descendeth  of  the  power  of  the 
doeres,  as  the  man  icalkinge.  Thanne  260 
seide  I  no  wrong,  that  yif  these  thinges 
ben  referred  to  the  devyne  knowinge, 
thanne  ben  they  necessarie ;  and  yif  they 
ben  considered  by  hem-self,  thanne  ben 
they  absolut  fro  the  bond  of  necessitee.  265 
Kight  so  as  alle  thinges  that  apereth  or 
sheweth  to  the  wittos,  yif  thou  referre  it 
to  resoun,  it  is  universel ;  and  yif  thou 
referre  it  or  loke  it  to  it-self,  than  is  it 
singuler.     But  now,  yif  thou  seyst  thoSf  270 
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that  jif  it  bo  in  my  power  to  chamige  my 
parpofl,  tb&n  shal  I  Toide  the  porviannce 
0/  godf  whan  that,  peraventnre,  I  shal 
han  channged  the  thinges  that  he  Icnow- 

275  eth  bifom,  thanne  shal  I  answero  thee 
thns.  Certes,  thou  m^st  wel  channge 
thy  pnrpos ;  bnt,  for  as  mochel  aa  the 
prMent  aoothnesse  of  the  devyne  par- 
viannoe     biholdeth     that     thou    maygt 

iSo  channge  thy  pnrpos,  and  whether  thou 
wolt  channge  it  or  no,  and  whiderward 
that  thon  tome  it,  thon  no  mayst  nat 
eschnen  the  devyne  prescience ;  right  as 
thon  ne  mayst  nat  fleen  the  sighte  of  the 

285  preaente  eye,  al-thongh  that  thon  tome 
thy-self  by  thy  free  wil  in-to  dyverse 
accionns.  Bnt  thon  majrst  seyn  aycin : 
**  fiow  shal  it  thanne  be  ?  Shal  nat  the 
devyne  science  be  channged  by  my  dis- 

390  posicionn,  whan  that  I  wol  o  thing  now, 
and  now  another  ?  And  thilke  pr^cience, 
ne  semeth  it  nat  to  entrechannge  stonndes 
of  knowinge  ;"*  <u  tcho  tetth^  ne  shal  it  nat 
teme  to  ti«,  that  the  devyne  prescience  entre- 

J95  chaungeth  hise  dyverse  stoundes  of  knouy- 

inge,  so  that  it  knotoe  sum^tyme  o  thing  and 

sum-tyme   tfie    contrarie    of  that    thing? 

*  No,  forsothe,'  quod  I. 

Philoeophie.    *For  the    devyne    sighte 

500  renneth  to-fom  and  seeth  alle  intares, 
and  depoth  hem  ayoin,  and  retometh 
hem  to  the  presence  of  his  propre  know- 
inge ;  ne  ho  ne  cntrcchaimgeth  nat,  so  as 
thon  wencst,  the  stonndes  of  forknow- 

J05  inge,  as  now  this,  now  that ;  bnt  he  ay- 
dwellinge  comth  biforn,  and  embraceth 
at  o  strook  alle  thy  mntacionns.  And  this 
presence  to  comprehenden  and  to  seen 
alle  thinges,  god  ne  hath  nat  taken  it  of 

310  the  bitydinge  of  thinges  to  come,  bat  of  his 


propre  simpliciteo.  And  her-by  is  assoiled 
thilke  thing  that  thon  patt«st  a  litel 
her-bifom,  that  is  to  seyn^  that  it  is  nn- 
worthy  thing  to  seyn,  that  onr  fatares 
yoven  canse  of  the  science  of  god.  For  315 
certes,  this  strengthe  of  the  devyne 
science,  which  that  embraceth  alle 
thinges  by  his  presentarie  knowinge, 
cstablissheth  maner  to  alle  thinges,  and 
it  ne  oweth  naoght  to  latter  thinges  ;  and  520 
sin  that  these  thinges  ben  thns,  that  is  to 
seyn^  sin  thai  necessitee  nis  nat  in  thinges  by 
the  devyne  prescience^  than  is  ther  freedom 
of  arbitre,  that  dwelleth  hool  and  nn- 
wemmed  to  mortal  men.  Ne  the  lawes  ne  525 
pnrposon  nat  wikkedly  modes  and  peynes 
to  the  willinges  of  men  that  ben  nn- 
bonnden  and  quite  of  alle  necessitee.  And 
god,  biholder  and  for-witerof  alle  thinges, 
dwelleth  above  ;  and  the  present  etemitee  550 
of  his  sighte  renneth  alwey  with  the 
dyverse  qnalitee  of  ouro  dedes,  dispens- 
inge  and  ordeyninge  medes  togoode  men, 
and  torments  to  wikked  men.  Ne  in  ydel 
ne  in  veyn  no  ben  ther  nat  put  in  god  335 
hope  and  proyeres,  that  ne  mowen  nat 
ben  nnspeedful  ne  with-onte  effect,  whan 
they  ben  rightfoL  *  Withstond  thanne 
and  eschne  thon  vyces ;  worshipe  and  love 
thou  virtaes  ;  aroys  thy  corage  to  right-  340 
fol  hopes;  yilde  thou  hamble  preyeres 
a-heigh.  Gret  necessitee  of  prowesse 
and  vertn  is  encharged  and  commannded 
to  yow,  yif  ye  nil  nat  dissimalen ;  sin 
that  ye  worken  and  doon,  that  is  to  seyn^  345. 
your  dedes  or  your  workes^  biforn  the  eyen 
of  the  jage  that  seeth  and  demeth  alle 
thinges.'  To  whom  be  glorye  and  toorshipe 
by  inflnit  tymes.    Amen. 


TROILUS    AND   CRISEYDE. 
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BOOK   I. 


1.  The  doable  sorwe  of  Troilns  to  tellen, 
That   was   the   king   Priaxnus  sono   of 

Troye, 
In  lovingBf  how  his  aventnros  fallen 
Fro  wo  to  wele,  and  after  out  of  joyo, 
My  pnrpos  is,  or  that  I  parte  fro  ye.        5 
Thesiphone,  thou  help  mo  for  t'endyte 
Thise  woful  vers,  that  wepen  as  I  wzyte ! 

2.  To  thee  depe  I,  thoa  goddesse  of  tor- 

ment, 
Thoa  cruel  Fnrie,  sorwing  ever  in  peyne ; 
Help  me,  that  am  the  sorwfol  instroment 
That  helpeth  lovers,  as  I  can,  to  pleyne ! 
For  wel  sit  it,  the  sothe  for  to  sejrne,     12 
A  woftil  wight  to  han  a  drery  fere, 
And,  to  a  sorwfdl  tale,  a  sory  chere. 

8.  For  I,  that  god  of  Loves  servaonts  serve, 
Ne  dar  to  Love,  for  myn  unlyklinesse,  16 
Preyen   for  speed,  al  sholde   I  therfor 

sterve, 
So  fer  am  I  fro  his  help  in  dorknease  ; 
But  nathele^,  if  this  may  doon  gladnesse 
To  any  lover,  and  his  canse  avayle,        ao 
Have  he  my  thank,  and  myn  be  this  tra- 

vayle ! 

4.  But  ye  loveres,  that  bathon  in  glad- 
nesse. 
If  any  drope  of  piteo  in  yow  be, 
Bemembreth  yow  on  passed  hevinesse 
That  ye  han  felt,  and  on  the  adversitee  25 
Of  othore  folk,  and  thenketh  how  that  ye 
Han  felt  that  Lovo  dorste  yow  displese  ; 
Or  ye  han  wonne  him  with  to  greet  an  ese. 


5.  And  preyeth  for  hem  that  ben  in  the  cas 
Of  Troilos,  as  ye  may  after  here,  50 
That  love  hem  bringe  in  hevene  to  solas, 
And  eek  for  me  preyeth  to  god  so  dore, 
That  I  have  might  to  shewe,    in   som 

manere, 
Swich  peyne  and  wo  as  Loves  folk  endnre, 
In  Troilos  onsoly  aventnre.  55 

6.  And  biddeth  eek  for  hem  that  been 

despeyred 
in  love,  that  never  nil  recovered  be, 
And  eek  for  hem  that  fidsly  been  apeyred 
Thorogh  wikked  tonges,  be  it  he  or  cdie  ; 
Thus  biddeth  god,  for  hiB  benignitee,    40 
To  graonte  hem  sone  out  of  this  world  to 

pace. 
That  been  despeyred  out  of  Loves  grace. 

7.  And  biddeth  eek  for  hem  that  been  at 

ese. 
That  god  hem  graonte  ay  good  perseve- 

raonce, 
And  scnde  hem  might  hir  ladies  so  to 

plese,  45 

That  it  to  Love  be  worship  and  plesaonoe. 
For  so  hope  I  my  soole  best  avaonoe. 
To  preye  for  hem  that  Loves  servaonts  be. 
And  wryte  hir  wo,  and  live  in  oharitee. 

8.  And  for  to  have  of  hem  compassioon  50 
As  thoogh  I  were  hir  owene  brother  dere. 
Now  herkeneth  with  a  gode  entenoioon, 
For  now  wol  I  gon  streight  to  my  matere, 
In  whiohe  ye  may  the  doable  sorwes  here 
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Of  Troiliu,  in  loving  of  Criseyde,  55  > 

And  how  that  she  forsook  him  er  she 
deyde. 


-M- 


9.  It  is  wel  "wist,  how  that  the  Grekes 

stronge 
In  armes  with  a  thoosand  shippes  wente 
To  Troye-wardes,  and  the  citee  longe 
Assegeden  neigh  ten  yeerertheystonte,  60 
And,  in  diverse  wyse  ami  oon  entente, 
The  ravisshing  to  wreken  of  Eleyne, 
By  Paris  doon,  they  wroughten  al  hir 

peyne. 

10.  Now  fil  it  so,  that  in  the  toun  ther  was 
Dwellingo  a  lord  of  greet  anctoritee,       65 
A  gret  devyn  that  cleped  was  Galkas, 
That  in  science  so  expert  was,  that  he 
Knew  wel  that  Troye  sholde  destroyed  bo, 
By  answere  of  his  god,  that  highte  thus, 
Daon  Phebos  or  ApoUo  Deli)hicus.         70 

11.  So  whan  this  Calkaa  knew  by  calcu- 

linge, 
And  eek  by  answere  of  this  Appollo, 
ThatOrekessholden  swich  apeple  bringe, 
Thoragh  which  that  Troye  mosto  been 

for-do, 
He  caste  anoon  out  of  the  teon  to  go ;     75 
For  wel  wiste  he,  by  sort,  that  Troye 

sholde 
Destroyed  been,  ye,  wolde  who-so  nolde. 

12.  For  which,  for  to  departen  softely 
Took  purpos  ful  this  forknowinge  wyse. 
And  to  the  Grekes  ost  fnl  prively  80 
He  stal  anoon  ;  and  they,  in  curteys  wyse, 
Him  deden  bothe  worship  and  servyse, 
In  trust  that  he  hath  conning  hem  to  rede 
In  every  peril  which  that  is  to  drede 

13.  The  no3r8e  np  roos,  whan  it  was  first 
aspyed,  85 

Thoragh  al  the  tonn,  and  generally  was 

spoken, 
Tliat  C^lkas  traytor  fled  was,  and  allyed 
With  hem  of  Grece ;  and  casten  to  ben 

wroken 
On  him  that  falsly  hadde  his   feith  so 

broken  ; 
And  seyden,  he  and  al  his  kin  at  ones    90 
Ben  worthy  for  to  brennen,  fel  and  bones. 


14.  Now  hadde  Calkas  left,  in  this  mes- 

chaunce, 
Al  unwist  of  this  false  and  wikked  dedo, 
His  doughter,    which  that  was  in  gret 

I)cnaance, 
For  of  hir  Ij'f  she  was  ful  sore  in  drede,    95 
As  she  that  niste  what  was  best  to  rede ; 
For  bothe  a  widowe  was  she,  and  allone 
Of  any  freend,  to  whom  she  dorste  hir 

mone. 

16.  Criseyde  was  this  lady  name  a-right ; 
As  to  my  dome,  in  al  Troyes  citee        100 
Nas  noon  so  fair,  for  passing  every  wight 
So  aungollyk  was  hir  natyf  bcautee. 
That  lyk  a  thing  inmortal  semed  she. 
As  doth  an  hovcnish  parfit  creature, 
That    doun    were    sent  in   scorning    of 
nature.  105 

16.  This  lady,  which  that  al-day  herde  at 
ere 

Hir   fadres    shame,    his    falsnesso    and 

tre8'>un, 
Wel  nigh  out  of  hir  wit  for  sorwe  and  fere, 
In  widewes  habit  large  of  samit  bronn. 
On  knees  she  fil  bifom  Ector  o-doun  ;    1 10 
With  pitous  voys,  and  tendrely  wepinge, 
His  mercy  bad,  hir-selven  oxcusingo. 

17.  Now  was  this  Ector  pitous  of  nature. 
And  saw  that  she  was  sorwfully  bigoon. 
And  that  she  was  so  fair  a  creature ;     115 
Of  his  goodnesse  ho  ghided  hir  anoon. 
And  scyde,  '  lat  your  fadres  treson  goon 
Forth  i^-ith  mischaunce,  and  ye  your-self, 

in  joye, 
Dwelleth  with  us,  whyl  you  good  list,  in 
Troye. 

18.  And  al  th'onour  that  men  may  doon 
yow  have,  xao 

As  forforth  as  your  fader  dwelled  here, 
Ye  shul  ban,  and  your  body  shal  men  save, 
As  fer  as  I  may  ought  enquere  or  here.' 
And  she  him  thouked  with  ful  humble 

chere, 
And  ofter  woldo,  and  it  hadde  ben  his 

wille,  125 

And  took  hir  leve,  and  hoom,  and  held 

hir  stillo. 
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19.  And  in  hir  hons  she  abood  with  swich 
meynee 

As  to  hir  honour  nede  was  to  holde ; 
And  whyl  she  was  dwellinge  in  that  citee, 
Kepte  hir  estat,  and  bothe  of  yonge  and 

olde  150 

Fnl  wel  belovod,  and  wel  men  of  hir  tolde. 
But  whether  that  she  children  hadde  or 

noon, 
I  rede  it  nought ;  therforo  I  lete  it  goon. 

20.  The  thinges  fcllen,  as  they  doon  of 
werre, 

Bitwlxen    hem    of  Troye    and    Grekes 

ofte;  135 

Por  som  day  bonghten  they  of  Troye  it 

derre, 
And  efb  the  Grekes  fonnden  no  thing  softe 
The  folk  of  Troye ;  and  thus  fortune  on- 

loft^, 
And  under  efb,  gan  hem  to  whoelen  bothe 
After  hir  cours,  ay  whyl  they  were  wrothe. 

21.  But  how  this  toun  com  to  destruo- 
cioun  141 

Ne  falleth  nought  to  purpos  me  to  telle ; 
For  it  were  here  a  long  disgressioun 
Fro  my  matere,  and  yow  to  longo  dwelle. 
But  the  Troyano  gostes,  as  they  felle,  145 
In  Omer,  or  in  Dares,  or  in  Dyte, 
WhoHBO  that  can,  may  redo  hem  as  they 
wxyte. 

22.  But  though  that  Grekes  hem  of  Troye 
shetten. 

And  hir  oitee  bisegede  al  arboute, 
Hir  olde  usage  wolde  they  not  letten,    150 
As  for  to  honoure  hir  goddes  ful  devoute ; 
But  aldermost  in  honour,  out  of  doute, 
They  hadde  a  relik  hight  Palladion, 
That  was  hir  trist  a-boven  everichon. 

23.  And  so  bifel,  whan  comen  was  the 
tyme  155 

Of  Aperil,  whan  clothed  is  the  mede 
With  newe  grene,  of  lusty  "Ver  the  pryme, 
And  swote  smellen  floures  whyte  and  rede, 
In  sondry  wyses  shewed,  as  I  rede, 
The  folk  of  Troye  hir  observaunoes  olde, 
Palladiones  feste  for  to  holde.  161 

24.  Andtothetemple,inalhirbestewy8e, 
In  general,  ther  wente  many  a  wight, 


To  hcrknen  of  Palladion  the  servyse ; 
And  namely,  so  many  a  lusty  knight,  165 
So  many  a  lady  fresh  and  mayden  bright, 
Ful  wel  arayed,  bothe  moste  and  leste, 
Ye,  bothe  for  the  seson  and  the  feste. 

25.  Among  thise  othere  folk  was  Criseyda, 
In  widewes  habite  blak;  but  nathelees. 
Bight  as  our  firste  lettre  is  now  an  A,  171 
In  beautee  first  so  stood  she,  makelees ; 
Hir  godly  looking  gladede  al  the  prees. 
Nas  never  seyn  thing  to  ben  proysed  derre. 
Nor  under  doude  blak  so  bright  a  sterro 

26.  As  was  Criseyde,  as  folk  seyde  everich- 
oon  176 

That  hir  biheldon  in  hir  blake  wede  ; 
And  yet  she  stood  ful  lowe  and  stille 

alloon, 
Bihinden  othere  folk,  in  litel  brede. 
And  neigh  the  dore,  ay  under  shames 

drode,  180 

Simple  of  a-tyr,  and  debonaire  of  chore. 
With  ful  assured  loking  and  manere. 

27.  This  Troilus,  as  he  was  wont  to  gyde 
His  yonge  knightes,  ladde  hem  up  and 

doun 
In  thilke  large  t«mple  on  every  syde,    185 
Biholding  ay  the  ladyes  of  the  toun, 
Now  here,  now  there,  for  no  devocioun 
Hadde  ho  to  noon,  to  reven  him  his  reste, 
But  gan  to  preyse  and  lakken  whom  him 

loste. 

28.  And  in  his  walk  ful  fast  he  gan  to 
wayten  190 

If  knight  or  squyer  of  his  companye 
Gan  for  to  syke,  or  lete  his  eyen  bayten 
On  any  woman  that  he  coude  aspye  ; 
He  wolde  smyle,  and  holden  it  fulye. 
And  soye  him  thus,  *  god  wot,  she  slepeth 

softe  195 

For  love  of  thee,  whan  thou  tomest  fdl 

ofbel 

29.  *  I  have  herd  told,  pordieux,  of  your 
livinge. 

Ye  lovers,  and  your  lewede  observaunoes. 

And  which  a  labour  folk  han  in  winninge 

Of  love,  and,  in  the  keping,  which  dou- 

taunces;  Joo 
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And  whan  your  preye  is  lost,  wo  and 

penannoes; 
0  yerrey  foles !  nyce  and  blinde  be  ye  ; 
Tlier  nis  not  oon  can  war  by  other  be.' 

SO.  And  with  that  word  he  gan  cast  ap 

the  browe, 
Aseaonces,   *lo!    is   this    nonght  wysly 

spoken?*  aos 

At  which  the  god  of  love  gan  loken  rowo 
Bight  for  desp3rt,  and  shoop  for  to  ben 

wroken ; 
He  kidde  anoon  his  bowe  nos  not  broken ; 
For  sodeynly  he  hit  him  at  the  fulle  ; 
And  yet  as  proud  a  pekok  can  he  pulle.  310 

Sh  O  blinde  world,  O  blinde  entencionn  ! 
How  ofte  falleth  al  th'efifect  contraire 
Of  sorqnidrye  and  foul  presumpcioun  ; 
For  caught  is  proud,  and  caught  is  de- 

bonairo. 
This  Troilus  is  clomben  on  the  staire,  215 
And  litcl  weneth  that  he  moot  desconden. 
But   al-day   fayleth     thing    that    foles 

wenden. 

82.  As  proudo    Bayard  ginneth  for  to 

skippe 
Out  of  the  wey,  so  priketh  him  his  com, 
Til  he  a  lash  have  of  the  longe  whippe,  aao 
Than  thenketh  he, '  though  I  praunce  al 

bifom 
First  in  the  trays,  ful  fiEtt  and  newe  shorn, 
Tet  am  I  but  an  hors,  and  horses  lawo 
I  moot  endure,  and  with  my  feres  drawe.' 

88.  So  ferde  it  by  this  fers  and  proude 
knight ;  225 

Though  he  a  worthy  kinges  sono  were, 
And  wende  no*thing  hadde  had  swiche 

might 
Ayens  his  wil  that  sholdo  his  borto  store, 
Yet  with  a  look  his  herte  wex  a-fere, 
That  he,  that  now  was  most  in  pryde 
above,  330 

Wex  sodeynly  most  subget  un-to  love. 

84.  For-thy  cnsample  takcth  of  this  man. 
Ye  wyse,  proude,  and  worthy  folkes  alle, 
To  scomen  Love,  which  that  so  sone  can 
Tlie  freedom  of  your  hertes  to  him  thralle ; 
For  ever  it  was,  and  ever  it  shal  bifUle, 


That  Love  is  he  that  alle  thing  may 

binde ; 
For  may  no  man  for-do  the  lawe  of  kinde. 

85.  That  this  bo  sooth,  hath  preved  and 
doth  yit ;  ^^9 

For  this  trowo  I  ye  knowen,  alle  or  some, 
Men  reden  not  that  folk  ban  gretter  wit 
Than  they  that  ban  be  most  with  love 

y-nome ; 
And  strongest  folk  ben  therwith  overcome. 
The  worthiest  and  grettest  of  degree;  344 
This  was,  and  is,  and  yet  men  shal  it  see. 

86.  And  trewelich  it  sit  wel  to  be  so ; 
Foraldorwysest  ban  thor-with  benplesed; 
And  thoy  that  han  ben  aldormost  in  wo, 
With  love  han  been  confortod  most  and 

esed ;  349 

And  ofte  it  hath  the  cruel  herte  apesed. 
And  worthy  folk  maad  worthier  of  name, 
And  causeth  most  to  dreden  vyce  and 

shame. 

87.  Now  sith  it  may  not  goodly  be  with- 
stonde. 

And  is  a  thing  so  vertuous  in  kinde, 
Befuseth  not  to  Love  for  to  be  bonde,  355 
Sin,  as  him-selven  list,  he  may  yow  binde. 
The  yerde  is  bet  that  bowen  wole  and 

winde 
Than  that  that  brest ;  and  therfor  I  yow 

redo 
To  folwen  him  that  so  wel  can  yow  lede. 

88.  But  for  to  tellen  forth  in  special    360 
As  of  this  kinges  sone  of  which  1  tolde, 
And  leten  other  thing  collateral. 

Of  him  thenke  I  my  tale  for  to  holde, 
Bothe  of  his  joye,  and  of  his  cares  colde ; 
And  al  his  werk,  as  touching  this  matere. 
For  I  it  gan,  I  wil  ther-to  refere.  366 

89.  With-inne  the  temple  he  wente  him 
forth  ployingo. 

This  Troilus,  of  every  wight  aboute. 
On  this  lady  and  now  on  that  lokinge, 
WherHM>  she  were  of  toune,  or  of  with- 

oute :  370 

And  up-on  cas  bifel,  that  thorugh  a  route 
His  eye  peroed,  and  so  depe  it  wente, 
Til  on  Criseyde  it  smoot,  and  thor  it 

stente. 
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40.  And    Bodeynly   he    "wex    ther-with 
astoned, 

And  gan  hire  bet  biholde  in  thrifty  wyse  : 
'O    mercy,    god!*    thooghte   he,    'whcr 

hastow  woned,  276 

That  art  so  fair  and  goodly  to  devyge  ? ' 
Ther-with  his  herte  gan  to  spredo  and 

ryse, 
And  softo  sighed,  lest  men  mighte  him 

here, 
And  caughte  a-yein  his  iirste  plcjringo 

chere.  a8o 

41.  She  nns  not  with   the  loste  of  hir 
stature, 

Bat  alio  hir  limes  so  wel  answeringe 
Weron  to  womanhode,  that  creature 
Was  never  lasse  mannish  in  scminge.  284 
And  eek  the  pure  wyse  of  here  meninge 
Shewode  wel,  that  men  might  in  hir  gesse 
Honour,  ostat,  and  wommanly  noblesse. 

42.  To  Troilus  right  wonder  wel  with-alle 
Oan  for  to  lyke  hir  mening  and   hir 

chere, 
Which  somdel  deynous  was,  for  she  leet 

falle  290 

Hir  look  a  lite  a-side,  in  swich  manere, 
Ascuunces,   *  what  I  may  I  not  stonden 

here  ?' 
And  after  that  hir  loking  gan  she  lighte. 
That  never  thoughte  him  seen  so  good 

a  sighte. 

48.  And  of  hir  look  in  him  ther  gan  to 
quiken  295 

So  greet  desir,  and  swich  affeccioun. 
That  in  his  hertes  botme  gan  to  stiken 
Of  hir  his  fixe  and  depe  impressioun  : 
And  though  he  erst  hadde  poured  up 
and  doun,  299 

He  was  tho  glad  his  homes  in  to  shrinke  ; 
Unnethes  wiste  he  how  to  loke  or  winke. 

44.  Lo,  he  that  leet  him-selven  so  kon- 

ninge. 
And  scorned  hem  that  loves  peynes  dryen, 
Was  ful    unwar  that    love    hadde    his 

dwellinge 
With-inne  the  subtile  stremes  of  hir  y6n ; 
Tliat    sodeynly  him    thoughte  he  felte 

dyen,  306 


Bight  with  hir  look,  the  spirit  in  his 

herto; 
Blessed  be  love,  that  thua  can  folk  con- 

verte ! 

45.  She,  this  in  blak,  lykinge  to  Troilus, 
Over  alle  thing  he  stood  for  to  biholde  ; 
Ne  his  desir,  ne  wherfor  he  stood  thus, 
He  neither  chere  made,  ne  worde  tolde  ; 
But  from  a-for,  his  manor  for  to  holde, 
On  other  thing  his  look  som-tyme  he  caste. 
And  eft  on  hir,  whyl  that  servyse  laste.  315 

46.  And  after  this,   not  fulliche  al  a- 
whaped. 

Out  of  the  temple  al  esUiche  he  wente, 
Bepentinge  him  that  he  hadde  ever  y- 

japed 
Of  loves  folk,  lost  fully  tho  descentc 
Of  scorn  fille  on  him-self ;  but,  what  ho 

mente,  3^0 

Lest  it  were  wist  on  any  maner  sydc, 
His  wo  he  gan  dissimulen  and  hyde. 

47.  Whan   he  was  fro  the  temple  thus 
departed. 

He  streyght  anoon  un  -to  his  paleys  tometh. 
Bight  with  hir  look  thurgh-shoten  and 

thurgh-dartod,  325 

Al  feyncth  ho  in  lust  that  ho  sojometh  ; 
And  al  his  chere  and  speche    also   he 

bometh  ; 
And  ay,  of  loves  servants  every  whyle, 
Him-self  to  wrj'o,  at  hem  he  gan  to  smyle. 

48.  And  scyde,  '  lord,  so  ye  live  al  in  lest. 
Ye  loveres  I  for  the  conningest  of  yow,  331 
That  servoth  most  ententiflich  and  best. 
Him  tit  as  often  harm  ther-of  as  prow ; 
Your  hyre  is  quit  ayein,  ye,  god  wot  how ! 
Nought  wel  for  wel,  but  scorn  for  good 

servyse ;  335 

In  feith,  your  ordro  is  ruled  in  good  wyse ! 

49.  In  noun-ccrteyn  ben  alle  your  ob- 
servaunces, 

But  it  a  sely  fewe  poyntes  be  ; 
Ne  no-thing  asketh  so  grete  attendaunees 
As  doth  your  lay,  and  that  knowe  alle  ye ; 
But  that  is  not  the  worste,  as  mote  I  thee  ; 
But,  tolde  I  yow  the  worste  poynt,  I  leve, 
Al  seyde  I  sooth,  ye  wolden  at  me  greve ! 
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50.  Bat  tak  this,   that  ye  loveres    ofte 
eschnwe, 

Or  elles  doon  of  good  entencionn,  345 

Fed  ofte  thy  lady  wole  it  misconstrae, 
And  deme  it  harm  in  hir  opinioun  ; 
And  yet  if  she,  for  other  enchesoiin, 
Be  WTOoth,  than  shalt  thou  han  a  gproyn 

anoon  : 
Lord !  wel  is  him  that  may  be  of  yow  oon ! ' 

51.  But  for  al  this,  whan  that  he  say  his 
tyme,  351 

He  held  his  pees,  non  other  bote  him 

gayned; 
For  love  bigan  hia  fetheres  so  to  lyme, 
That  wel  unnethe  an-to  his  folk  he  foyned 
That  othere  besye  nedes  him  destrayned ; 
For  wo  was  him,  that  what  to  doon  he 

niste,  356 

But  bad  his  folk  to  goon  whor  that  hem 

liste. 

52.  And  whan  that  he  in  chaombre  was 
allone. 

He  doan  np-on  his  beddes  feet  him.  sette. 
And  first  he  gan  to  sj'ke,   and  efb  to 

grone,  360 

And  thooghte  ay  on  hir  so,  with-onten 

lette. 
That,  as  he  sat  and  wook,  his  spirit  mette 
That  he  hir  saw  a  temple,  and  al  the  wyse 
Bight  of  hir  loke,  and  gan  it  newe  avyse. 

53.  Thns  gan  he  make  a  miroor  of  his 

minde,  365 

In  which  he  sangh  al  hoolly  hir  figure  ; 
And  that  he  wol  coudo  in  bis  lierte  finde, 
It  was  to  him  a  right  g^)d  avcnture 
To  love  swich  oon,  and  if  he  dide  his  cure 
To   serven  hir,  yet  mighte  he  fallo  in 

grace,  370 

Or  elles,  for  oon  of  hir  servaunts  pace. 

54.  Imagininge  that  travaille  nor  grame 
Ke  mighte,  for  so  goodly  oon,  be  lorn 
As  she,  ne  him  for  his  desir  ne  shame, 
Al  were  it  wist,  but  in  prys  and  up-born 
Of  alle  lovers  wel  more  than  bifom  ;    376 
Thus  argumented  he  in  his  ginninge, 
Fol  nnavysed  of  his  wo  cominge. 

55.  Thus  took  ho  purpos  loves  craft  to 
suwe, 

And  thonghte  he  wolde  werken  prively, 


First,  to  hyden  his  desir  in  muwe         381 
From  every  wight  y-bom,  al-outrely. 
But  he  mighte  ought  recovered  be  thorby ; 
Bemembring  him,  that  love  to  wydo  y- 

blowe 
Yelt  bittre  fruyt,  though  swete  seed  be 

sowe.  385 

56.  And  over  al  this,  yet  muchel  more  he 
thoughte 

What  for  to  sx>ekc,  and  what  to  holden 

inne. 
And  what  to  arten  hir  to  love  he  soughte, 
And  on  a  song  anoon-right  to  biginne,  389 
And  gan  loudo  on  his  sorwe  for  to  winne ; 
For  with  goo<i  hope  ho  gan  fully  assente 
Criseydo  for  to  love,  and  nought  repente. 

57.  And   of  his  song  nought  only  the 
sentence. 

As  writ  myn  autour  called  Lollius, 
But  pleynly,  save  our  tonges  difference, 
I  dar  wol  sayn,  in  al  that  Troilus  396 

Seyde  in  his  song  ;  lo  !  every  word  right 

thus 
As  I  shal  seyn  ;  and  who-so  list  it  here, 
Lo  !  next  this  vers,  he  may  it  finden  hero. 

Cantus  TroilL 

68.  '  If  no  lovo  is,  O  god,  what  fele  I  so  ? 
And  if  love  is,  what  thing  and  whiche 

is  ho  ?  401 

If  love  be  good,  from  whennes  comth  my 

wo? 
If  it  be  wikke,  a  wonder  tliinketh  me. 
When  every  torment  and  adversiteo 
That  cometh  of  him,  may  to  mo  savory 

thinke ;  405 

For  ay  thurst  I,  the  more  that  I  it  drinke. 

59.  And   if  that   at   myn   owene  lust  I 
broune, 

Fro  whennos  cometh  my  wailing  and  my 

ploynto  ? 
If  harme  agree   mo,   wher-to   plejme  I 

thenne  ? 
I  noot,  ne  why  unwory  that  I  feynte.  410 
O  quike  deeth,  o  swete  harm  so  queynte. 
How  may  of  theo  in  mo  swich  quantitee, 
But-if  that  I  consente  that  it  be  ? 

60.  And  if  that  I  consente,  I  wrongfully 
Ck>mpleyne,  y-wis ;  thus  possed  to  and  fro, 
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Al  stereleei  i^th-inne  a  boot  am  I        416 
A-mid  the  see,  by-twixen  windes  two, 
That  in  oontrarie  stonden  ever-mo. 
Alias!  what  is  this  wonder  maladye  ?  419 
For  hete  of  cold,  for  cold  of  hete,  I  dye.' 

61.  And  to  the  god  of  love  thus  soyde  he 
With  pitoos  veys, '  O  lord,  now  youres  is 
Hy  spirit,  which  that  onghte  yourM  be. 
Yow  thanke  I,  lord,  that  han  me  brought 

to  this; 
Bat  whether  goddesse  or  womman,  y-wis, 
She  be,  I  noot,  which  that  ye  do  me 

serve ;  426 

Bat  as  hir  man  I  wole  ay  live  and  sterve. 

62.  Ye  stonden  in  hire  eyen  mightily. 
As  in  a  place  un-to  yoor  verta  digne ; 
Wherfore,  lord,  if  my  servyse  or  I        430 
May  lyke  yow,  so  beth  to  me  benigne ; 
For  myn  estat  royal  here  I  resigne 
In-to  hir  hond,  and  with  fol  homble  chere 
Bicome  hir  man,  as  to  my  lady  dero.'  434 

68.  In  him  ne  deyned  sparen  blood  royal 
The  fyr  of  love,  wher-fro  god  me  blesse, 
Ne  him  forbar  in  no  degree,  for  al 
His  verta  or  his  excellent  prowesse ; 
Bat  held  him  as  his  thral  lowe  in  distresse. 
And  brende  him  »>  in  sondiy  wyse  ay 
newe,  440 

That  sixty  tyme  a  day  he  loste  his  hewe. 

64.  So  mache,  day  by  day,  his  owene 
thoaght. 

For  last  to  hir,  gan  qoiken  and  encrese, 
That  every  other  charge  he  se  tte  at  nought ; 
For-thy  ful  ofte,  his  bote  fyr  to  cese,    445 
To  seen  hir  goodly  look  he  gan  to  prese  ; 
For  ther-by  to  ben  esed  wel  he  wende. 
And  ay  the  neer  he  was,  the  more  he 
bronde. 

65.  For  ay  the  neer  the  fyr,  the  hotter  is, 
This,  trowe  I,  knowoth  al  this  companye. 
But  were  he  for  or  neer,  I  dar  seye  this, 
By  night  or  day,  for  wysdom  or  folye,  45a 
His  herte,  which  that  is  his  brestes  y6, 
Was  ay  on  hir,  that  fairer  was  to  sene 
Than  ever  was  Eleyne  or  Polixene.       455 

66.  £ek  of  the  day  ther  passed  nought  an 
houre 

That  to  liim-self  a  thousand  tyme  he  seyde. 


*  Gk>od  goodly,  to  whom  serve  I  and  la- 
boare,  458 

As  I  best  can,  now  wolde  god,  Criseyde, 
Ye  wolden  on  me  rewe  er  that  I  deyde  ! 
My  dere  herte,  alias !  myn  hele  and  hewe 
And  lyf  is  lost,  bat  ye  wole  on  me  rewe.* 

67.  AUe  othere  dredes  woren  from  him 
fleddo, 

Bothe  of  th^assege  and  his  savacioon  ; 
Ne  in  him  desyr    noon  othere    fownes 

bredde  465 

Bat  arguments  to  this  oonclusioun. 
That  she  on  him  wolde  han  compassioun, 
And  he  to  be  hir  man,  whyl  he  may  dure ; 
Lo,  hero  his  lyf,  and  from  the  deeth  his 

cure!  469 

68.  Thesharpeshonresfelleofarmespreve, 
That  Ector  or  his  othere  bretheren  diden. 
No  made  him  only  thor-fore  ones  move ; 
And  yet  was  he,  wher-so  men  wente  or 

riden, 
Founde  oon  the  best,  and  longest  l^onc 

abiden  474 

Ther  peril  was,  and  dide  eek  such  travayle 
In  armes,  that  to  thenko  it  was  mervayle. 

69.  But  for  non  hato  he  to  the  Orokes 
hadde, 

Ne  also  for  the  rescoos  of  the  toun, 
Ne  made  him  thus  in  armes  for  to  madde. 
But  only,  lo,  for  this  conclusioun,         480 
To  lyken  hir  the  bet  for  his  renonn  ; 
Fro  day  to  day  in  armes  so  he  spedde. 
That  sJle  the  Grekes  as  the  deeth  him 
dredde. 

70.  And  fro  this  forth  tho  rofbe  him  love 
his  sleep, 

And  made  his  mete  his  foo ;  and  eek  his 
sorwe  485 

Gan  multiplye,  that,  who-so  toke  keep. 
It  shewed  in  his  hewe,  bothe  eve  and 

morwe  ; 
Therfor  a  title  he  gan  him  for  to  borwe 
Of  other  syknesse,  lest  of  him  men  wende 
That  the  hote  fyr  of  love  him  brende.  490 


71.  And  seyde,  he  hadde  a  fever  and  ferde 

amis ; 
But  how  it  was,  certayn,  can  I  not  8ey«, 
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If  that  his  lady  nndentood  not  this, 
Or  feyned  hir  thm  niste,  oon  of  the  tweye ; 
Bat  wel  I  rede  that^  by  no  maner  weye, 
Ne  wmed  it  [as]  that  she  of  him  rough te, 
Kor  of  his  pe3me,  or    what-so^ver   he 
thonghte. 

72.  But  than  fel  to  this  Troylas  snch  wo, 
That  he  was  wel  neigh  wo<k1  ;  for  ay  his 

dri'de  499 

Was  this,  that  she  som  wight  had  loved  so, 
That  never  of  him  she  woldo  have  taken 

hede ; 
For  whiche  him  thonghte  he  felte  his 

herte  blede. 
Ne  of  his  wo  ne  dorste  he  not  biginne 
To  tellen  it,  for  al  this  world  to  winne. 

73.  But  whanno  ho  haddo  a  space  fro  his 
care,  505 

Thus  to  him-sclf  ful  ofto  ho  gan  to  pleyne; 
He  sayde,  *  O  fool,  now  art  tliou  in  the 

snare. 
That  whilom  japedest  at  loves  poyne  ; 
"Saw  artow  hent,  now  gnaw  thyn  owene 

cheyne; 
Thou  were  ay  wont  cche  lovere  reprohende 
Of  thing  fVo  which  thou  canst  thee  nat 

defende.  511 

74.  What  wole  now  every  lover  so^'n  of 
thee, 

If  this  be  wist,  but  ever  in  thyn  absence 
Langhen  in  scorn,  and  soyn,  "  lo,  ther 

gooth  he. 
That  is  the  man  of  so  gret  sapience,     515 
That  held  us  loveres  leost  in  reverence ! 
Kow,  thonked  be  god,  he  may  goon  in  the 

daunce 
Of  hem  that  Love  list  fobly  for  to  avaunce ! 

75.  But,  O  thou  woful  Troilus,  god  woldo, 
Sin  thow  most  loven  thurgh  thy  destinoe, 
That  thow  besot  were  on  swich  oon  that 

sholdo  521 

Knowe  al  thy  wo,  al  lakkcdo  hir  pitee  : 
But  al  so  cold  in  love,  towurrles  thee, 
Thy  lady  is,  as  frost  in  winter  mone,    5^ 
And  thou  fordoon,  as  snow  in  fyr  is  sone." 

76.  God  wolde  I  were  aryved  in  the  port 
Of  deethi  to  which  my  sorwe  wil  me  lede ! 


A,  lord,  to  me  it  were  a  greet  comfort ; 
Then  were  I  quit  of  languisshing  in  drede. 
For  by  myn  hidde  sorwe  y-blowe  on  brede 
I  shal  bi-japed  been  a  thousand  tyme  531 
More  than  that  fool  of  whos  folye  men 
ryme. 

77.  But  now  help  god,  and  ye,  swete,  for 
whom 

I  plejme,  y-caught,  yc,  never  wight  so 

faste !  534 

O  mercy,  dere  herto,  and  help  me  from 
The  deeth,  for  I,  whyl  that  my  lyf  may 

Inste, 
More  than  my-eclf  wol  love  yow  to  my 

lasto. 
And  with  som  frcendl^*  look  gladeth  me, 

swete, 
Though  never  more  thing  ye  me  bi-hete!' 

• 

78.  This  wordos  and  ful  manye  an-other  to 
Ho  spak,   and  called   ever  in  his  com- 

plcynto  541 

Hir  name,  for  to  tellen  hir  his  wo. 
Til  neigh  that  ho  in  salte  teres  drcynte. 
Al  was  for  nought,  she  herde  nought  hui 

plejmte ; 
And  whan  that  ho  bithoughto  on  that 

folye,  545 

A  thousand  fold  his  wo  gan  multiplye. 

79.  Bi-wayling  in  his  chambre  thusallone, 
A  freend  of  his,  that  called  was  Pandare, 
Com  ones  in  unwar,  and  horde  him  grono. 
And  sey  his  freend  in  swich  distresse  and 

care :  550 

*  Alias  ! '  quod  ho,  *  who  oauseth  al  this 

iaxe? 
O  mercy,   god !    what  unhap  may  this 

mene? 
Han  now  thus  sone  Grekes  maad  yow 

Icne  ? 

80.  Or  hastow  som  remors  of  conscience. 
And  art  now  falle  in  som  devocioun,    555 
And   wnylcst    for    thy  sinne  and    thyn 

offonce. 
And  hast  for  ferde  caught  attricioun  ? 
God  save  hem  thatbi-segod  ban  ourtoun, 
And  so  can  leye  our  jolytee  on  presse. 
And  bring  our  lusty  folk  to  holinesse !' 
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81.  These  'wordes  seydo  he  for  the  nones 
alle,  561 

That  with  swich  thing  he  mighte  him 

angiy  maken, 
And  with  an  angre  don  his  sorwe  fallei, 
As  for  the  tyme,  and  his  corage  awaken  ; 
Bnt  wel  he  wisto,  as  fer  as  tonges  spaken, 
Ther  nas  a  man  of  gretter  hardinesse  566 
Than  he,  ne  more  desired  worthinesse. 

82.  'What  cas,'  quod  Troilus,  *or  what 
aventnre 

Hath  gydcd  thee  to  see  my  langnisshinge, 
That  am  refus  of  every  creature  ?  570 

But  for  the  love  of  god,  at  my  preyinge, 
Go  henne  a-way,  for  certcs,  my  deyinge 
Wol  thee  disese,  and  I  mot  nedes  deye ; 
Ther-for  go  wey,  ther  is  no  more  to  seye. 

83.  But  if  thou  wene  I  be  thus  syk  for 
drede,  575 

It  is  not  so,  and  ther-for  scome  nought ; 
Ther  is  a-nother  thing  I  t^ke  of  hede 
Wel  more  than  ought  the  Grekes  han 

y-wrought, 
Which  cause  is  of  my  deeth,  for  sorwe 

and  thought. 
But  though  that  I  now  telle  thee  it  ne 

leste,  580 

Be  thou  nought  wrooth,  I  hyde  it  for  the 

beste.' 

84.  This  Pandare,  that  neigh  malt  for  wo 
and  routhe, 

Ful  often  soyde,  '  alias  !  what  may  this  be? 
Now  freend,*  quod  he,  *if  ever  love  or 

troutho 
Hath  been,  or  is,  bi-twixon  thee  and  me, 
Ne  do  thou  never  swiche  a  crueltee      586 
To  hydo  fro  thy  freend  so  greet  a  care  ; 
Wostow  nought  wel  that  it  am  I,  Pandare? 

85.  I  wole  parten  with  thee  al  thy  peyne. 
If  it  be  so  I  do  thoe  no  comfort,  5c;o 
As  it  is  freondes  right,  sooth  for  to  seyne, 
To  entrei>arten  wo,  as  glad  desport. 

I  have,  and  shal,  for  trewe  or  fals  report. 

In  wrong  and  right  y-loved  thee  al  my 

lyve ;  '  594 

Hyd  not  thy  wo  fro  me,  but  telle  it  blyve,' 

86.  Then  gan  this  sorwful  Troilus  to  syke, 
And  seyde  him  thus,  '  god  levo  it  be  my 

beste 


To  telle  it  thee;  for,  sith  it  may  thee 

lyke. 
Yet  wole  I  telle  it,  though  myn  herte 

breste ;  599 

And  wel  wot  I  thou  mayst  do  me  no  reste. 
But  lest  thow  deme  I  trusto  not  to  thee, 
Now  herkne,  freend,  for  thus  it  stant  with 

me. 

87.  Love,  a-yeins  the  which  who-so  de- 
fendeth 

Him-selven  nK>st,  him  alder-lest  avayleth. 
With  dosespeir  so  sorwfViIly  me  offendeth. 
That  streyght  un-to  the  deeth  myn  herte 
sayleth.  606 

Ther-to  dosyr  so  brenningly  me  assaylleth. 
That  to  ben  slayn  it  were  a  gretter  joyo 
To  me  than  king  of  Greoe  been  and  Troyo ! 

88.  Suffiseth  this,  my  fulle  freend  Pandare, 
That  I  have  seyd,  for  now  wostow  my  wo ; 
And  for  the  love  of  god,  my  colde  care  61  a 
So  hyd  it  wel,  I  telle  it  never  to  mo ; 
For  harmes  mighte  folwen,  mo  than  two. 
If  it  were  wist ;  but  be  thou  in  gladnessc, 
And  lat  me  sterve,  unknowe,  of  my  dis- 

tresse.'  616 

89.  'How   hastow  thus    unkindely  and 
longo 

Hid  this  fro  me,  thou  fool?*  quod  Pan- 

darus ; 
'  Paraunter  thou  might  after  swich  oon 

longe. 
That  myn  avys  anoon  may  helpen  us.'  620 
'  This  were  a  wonder  thing,'  quod  Troilus, 
'Tliou  coudost  never  in  love  thy-selven 

wisse ; 
How  devcl  maystow  bringen  me  to  blisse?' 

90.  *  Yo,  Troilus,  now  herke,'  quod  Pan- 
dare, 

*  Though  I  bo  nyce  ;  it  happeth  ofte  so,  625 
That  oon  that  execs  doth  ful  yvele  fare 
By  good  counscyl  can  kepo  his  freend 

ther-fro. 
I  have  my-self  eek  soyn  a  blind  man  go 
Ther-as  he  fol  that  coudo  loke  wyde ; 
A  fool  may  eek  a  wys  man  ofte  gyde.   630 

91.  A  whetston  is  no  kerving  instrument. 
And  yet  it  maketh  sharpe  kerving-tolis. 
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And  ther  thaw  wooet  that  I  have  ought 

miswent, 
Eschewe  then  that,  for  swich  thing  to 

thee  scole  is  ; 
Thns  ofte  "wyso  men  ben  war  by  folis.  635 
If  thou  do  so,  thy  wit  is  *wel  biwared  ; 
By  his  contrario  is  every  thing  declared, 

9SL  For  how  might  ever  sweetncsse  have 

be  knowe 
To  him  that  never  tasted  bittemesse  ? 
Ke  no  man  may  be  inly  glad,  I  trowe,   640 
That  never  was  in  sorwe  or  som  distresse  ; 
Eek  whyt  by  blak,  by  shame  eek  worthi- 

nesse, 
£ch  set  by  other,  more  for  other  semeth ; 
As  men  may  see ;   and  so  the  wyse  it 

demeth. 

93.  Sith  thns  of  two  contraries  is  a  lore, 
I,  that  have  in  lovo  so  ofte  assayed      646 
Grevaunces,  ooghte  conne,  and  wel  the 

more 
Coonsayllen  thoe  of  that  thon  art  amayod. 
Eek  thee  ne  onghte  nat  ben  yvel  apayed. 
Though  I  desyro  with  thoe  for  to  here  650 
Thyn  bevy  charge  ;  it  shal  the  lasse  dere. 

94.  I  woot  wcl  that  it  fareth  thns  by  me 
As  to  thy  brother  Parys  an  herdesse. 
Which  that  y-cleped  was  O^none,         654 
Wroot  in  a  comploynt  of  hir  hevinesse : 
Ye  sey  the  lettre  that  she  wroot,  y  gesse?' 

•  Nay,  never  yet,  y-wis,'  quod  Troilus. 

*  Xow,'  qnod  Pandare,  '  herkneth  ;  it  was 

thus. — 

93.  "  Phebus,  that  first  fond  art  of  modi- 

cyne,'* 
Qnod  she,  "and  coude  in  every  wightes 

care  660 

Bemede  and  reed,  by  herbes  he  knew  fyne. 
Yet  to  him-self  his  conninge  was  ful  bare  ; 
For  love  hadde  him  so  bounden  in  a  snare, 
Al  for  the  doughter  of  the  kinge  Admete, 
That  al  his  craft  ne  coude  his  sorwe 

bete."—  665 

96.  Bight  so  fare  I,  unhappily  for  me  ; 
I  love  oon  best,  and  that  mo  smerteth  sore ; 
And  yet,  paraunter,  can  I  rede  thee, 
And  not  my>self ;  reprove  me  no  more.  669 
I  have  no  cause,  I  woot  wel,  for  to  sore 


As   doth  an  hank    that    listeth    for   to 

pleye, 
But  to  thyn  help  yet  somwhat  can  I  seye. 

97.  And  of  o  thing  right  siker  maystow  bo. 
That  certayn,  for  to  dcyen  in  tlio  peyno, 
That  I  shal  never-mo  discovercn  thee  ;  675 
Ne,  by  my  trouthe,  I  kepo  nat  restreyno 
Thee   fro  thy  love,  thogh   that  it  were 

Eleyne, 
That  is  thy  brotheres  wyf,  if  ich  it  wiste ; 
Be  what  she  be,  and  love  hir  as  thee  liste. 

98.  Therforo,   as  frcend    fullich    in    me 
assure,  680 

And  tel  mo  plat  what  is  thyn  enchesoun. 
And  final  cause  of  wo  tliat  ye  endure  ; 
For  douteth  no-thing,  myn  entencioun 
Xis  nought  to  yow  of  rcprchencioun 
To  speke  as    now,    for  no  wight    may 
birevo  685 

A  man  to  love,  til  that  him  list  to  leve. 

99.  And  witetli  wel,  that  botho  two  ben 
vycos, 

Mistrusten  alio,  or  elles  alle  Icve  ; 
But  wel  I  woot,  the  mcne  of  it  no  vyce  is. 
For  for  to  trusten  sum  wight  is  a  iireve  690 
Of  trouthe,  and  for-thy  woldo  I  fayn  re- 
move 

Thy  wrong  conceyto,   and  do  thee  som 

wight  triste. 
Thy  wo  to  telle  ;  and  tel  me,  if  thee  liste. 

100.  Tho  wyse  seyth,  "wo  him  that  is 
allone, 

For,  and  he  fallc,  ho  hath  noon  help  to 
ryso ;"  605 

And  sith  thou  hast  a  fclawo,  tel  thy  mono; 
For  this  nis  not,  certeyn,  tlio  nexte  wyse 
To  winnen  lovo,  as  tcchcn  us  the  wyse. 
To  walwe  and  wepe  as  Niobe  the  queue, 
Whos  tores  yet  in  marbel  been  y-sene.  700 

101.  Latbothywepingandthydrerinesse, 
And  lat  us  lisscn  wo  with  other  speche  ; 
So  may  thy  woful  tyme  seme  lesse. 
Delyte  not  in  wo  thy  wo  to  seche,         704 
As  doon  thise  foles  that  hir  sorwes  eche 
With  sorwe,  whan  they  han  misa venture. 
And  listen  nought  to  seche  hem  other 

cure. 
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102.  Men  seyn,   "to  wrecohe  is  oonso- 

lacioun 
To  have  an-other  felawe  in  his  pejne ;" 
That  oughto  wcl  bon  our  opinioiuif       710 
For,  bothe  thon  and  I,  of  love  we  plejoie ; 
So  tal  of  sorwe  am  I,  soth  for  to  seyne. 
That  certeynly  no  more  harde  gn^ace 
Hay  sitte  on  me,  for-why  ther  is    no 

space. 

108.  If  g;od  wole  thon  art  not  agast  of  me. 
Lest  I  woldo  of  thy  lady  thee  bigyle,  716 
Thow  wost  thy-self  whom  that  I  love, 

pardoo, 
As  I  l)cst  can,  gon  sithon  longe  whyle. 
And  sith  thou  wost  I  do  it  for  no  wyle,  719 
And  sith  I  am  he  that  thon  tristest  most, 
Tel  me  sum  what,  sin  al  my  wo  thou  wost.* 

104.  Yet  Troilus,  for  al  this,  no  word 
seyde. 

But  longe  he  lay  as  stille  as  he  ded  were ; 
And  after  this  with  sykinge  he  abreyde, 
And  to  Pandarus  voys  ho  lento  his  ere,  725 
And  up  his  cyen  caste  he,  that  in  fero 
Was  Pandarus,  lest  that  in  fVonesye 
He  sholde  falle,  or  ellos  sone  dye  : 

105.  And  cryde  *  a-wako  *  ftil  wonderly 
and  sharpe ; 

•  What  ?  slombrestow  as  in  a  lytargjre  ? 
Or  artow  lyk  an  asso  to  the  harpe,        731 
That  hereth  soun,  whan  men  the  strenges 

plyo. 
But  in  his  minde  of  that  no  melodye 
May  sinkon,  him  to  glade,  for  that  he 
So  dul  is  of  his  bestialitee  ?'  735 

106.  And  with  that  Pandaro  of  his  wordes 
stento; 

But  Troilus  yet  him  no  word  answerde, 
For-why  to  telle  nas  not  his  entente 
To  never  no  man,  for  whom  that  he  so 
forde.  739 

For  it  is  seyd,  '  man  maketh  ofte  a  yerde 
With  which  the  maker  is  him-solf  y-beten 
In  sondry  manor,'  as  thise  wyse  treten, 

107.  And  namely,  in  his  counseyl  tellinge 
That  touchoth  love  that  oughte  be  secree ; 
For  of  him-self  it  wolde  y-nough  out- 
springe,  745 


But-if  that  it  the  bet  governed  be. 
Eek  som-tyme  it  is  craft  to  seme  flee 
Fro  thing  which  in  effect  men  hunte  faste ; 
Al  this  gan  Troilus  in  his  herte  caste. 

106.  But  nathelees,  whan  he  had  herd 
him  crye  750 

*  Awake  ! '  he  gan  to  syke  wonder  sore. 
And  seyde,  *  freond,  though  that  I  stille 

lye, 

I  am  not  deef ;  now  pees,  and  oryno  more; 
For  I  have  herd  thy  wordes  and  thy  lore ; 
But  suffre  me  my  mischef  to  biwayle,  755 
For  thy  proverbos  may  me  nought  avayle. 

109.  Nor  other  cure  canstow  noon  for  me. 
Eek  I  nil  not  be  cured,  I  wol  deye  ; 
What  knowe  I  of  the  quene  Niobo  ? 

Lat   be  thyne  oldo  ensaumples,  I  thee 
preye.*  760 

*  No,'  quod  tho  Pandarus,  *therfore  I  seye, 
Swich  is  delyt  of  folos  to  biwepe 

Hir  wo,  but  sckeu  bote  they  ne  kope. 

110.  Now  knowe  I  that  ther  reson  in  thee 
fayleth. 

But  tel  me,  if  I  wiste  what  she  were  765 
For  whom  that  thoo  al  this  misaunter 

ay  let  h, 
Dorstestow  that  I  tolde  hir  in  hir  ere 
Thy  wo,  sith  thou  darst  not  thy-self  for 

fere, 
And  hir  bisoughte  on  thee  to  hanjBom 

routho?' 

*  Why,  nay,'  quod  ho,  *  by  god  and  by  toy 

trouthe !'  770 

111.  'What?  not  as  bisily,*  quod  Pandarus, 
'  As  though  myn  owene  lyf  lay  on  this 

nede?' 
'  No,  certes,  brother,'  quod  this  Troilus. 
'And  why?'— 'For  that  thou  sholdest 

never  spede.' 

*  Wostow  that  wel  ? '— '  Ye,  that  is  out  of 

drede,'  775 

Quod  Troilus, '  for  al  that  ever  ye  conne, 
She  nil  to  noon  swich  wrecche  as  I  be 

wonne.' 

112.  Quod  Pandarus,  'alias!  what  may 
this  be, 

That  thou  despeyred  art  thus  causeleei  ? 
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What?  liveth  not  tliylady?  bmedicite !  780 
How  wostow  80  that  then  art  gracelees  ? 
Swich  yvel  is  not  alwey  bot^leeg. 
Why,  pnt  not  impossible  thus  thy  cnre, 
Sin  thing  to  come  is  ofte  in  aventure. 

113.  I  grannte  wel  that  thon  endorest  wo 
As  sharp  as  doth  he,  Ticius,  in  helle,    786 
WTios  stomak  fotUes  tyren  ever-mo 
That  hight«  voltnris,  as  bokos  tello. 

Bat  I  may  not  endure  that  thou  dwcllo 
In  so  unskilful  an  opinioun  790 

That  of  thy  wo  is  no  curacioun. 

114.  But  ones  niltow,  for  thy  coward 
herto, 

And  for  thyn  ire  and  folish  wilfulnesses 
F<ir  wan  trust,  tellen  of  thy  sorwes  smerte, 
Ke  to  thyn  owene  help  do  bisinesso  795 
Aj  muche  as  speke  a  resoun  more  or  lesse, 
But  lyest  as  he  that  list  of  no-thing  recche. 
What  womman  coude  love  swich  a 
wrecche? 

116.  What  may  she  demen  other  of  thy 
deethf 

If  thou  thus  deye,  and  she  not  why  it  is,  800 
But  that  for  fere  is  yolden  up  thy  breeth. 
For  Orekes  han  bisoged  us,  y-wis  ? 
I/>rd.  which  a  thank  than  shaltow  han  of 

this! 
Thus  wol  she  seyn,  and  al  the  toun  at 

ones, 
**  The  wrecche  is  deod,  the  dovcl  have  his 

bones!"  805 

116L  Thon  mayst  allone  here  wepe  and 
crye  and  knele ; 

Bnt,  love  a  woman  that  she  woot  it 
nought, 

And  she  wol  quyte  that  thou  shalt  not 
fele; 

Unknowe,  unkist,  and  lost  that  is  un- 
sought. 

What !  many  a  man  hath  love  ftil  dere 
y-bought  810 

Twenty  winter  that  his  lady  wiste, 

That  never  yet  his  lady  mouth  he  kiste. 

117.  What?  shulde  he  therfor  falLan  in 
despeyr, 

Or  be  recreaont  for  his  owene  tene, 


Or  sleen  him-self,  al  be  his  lady  fayr  ?  815 
Nay,  nay,  but  ever  in  oon  be  fresh  and 

grene 
To  serve  and  love  his  dere  hortes  quene. 
And  thenko  it  is  a  guerdoun  hir  to  serve 
A  thousand-fold  more  than  he  can  deserve. ' 

118.  And  of  that  word  took  hede  Troilus, 
And  thoughtc  anoon  what  folye  he  was 

inne,  821 

And  how  that  sooth  him  seyde  Pandarus, 
That  for  to  sleen  him-self  mighte  he  not 

winno, 
Butbothedoonunmanhodandasinne,  834 
And  of  his  deeth  his  lady  nought  to  wj-te ; 
For  of  his  wo,  god  woot,  she  know  ftil  lyte. 

119.  And  with  that  thought  he  gan  fill 
sore  syke, 

And  seyde,  ^  alias !  what  is  me  best  to  do? ' 
To  whom  Pandare  auswcrde,  'if  thee  lyko. 
The  best  is  that  thou  telle  me  thy  wo ;  ^^30 
And  have  my  trouthe,  but  thou  it  finde  so, 
I  be  thy  bote,  or  that  it  be  ful  longe, 
To  peces  do  me  drawe,  and  sithen  honge ! ' 

120.  '  Ye,  so  thou  seyst,'  quod  Troilus  tho, 
'aUas! 

But,  god  wot,  it  is  not  the  rather  so  ;  K,:^5 
Ful  hard  were  it  to  helpen  in  this  cas, 
For  wel  finde  I  that  Fortune  is  my  fo, 
Ne  alle  the  men  that  ryden  conne  or  go 
May  of  hir  cruel  wheel  the  harm  with- 

stonde ; 
For,  as  hir  list,  she  pleyeth  with  free  and 

bonde.'  840 

121.  Quod  Pandarus,    Hhan    blamestow 
Fortune 

For  thou  art  wrooth,  ye,  now  at  erst  I  see ; 
Wostow  nat  wel  that  Fortune  is  commune 
To  every  mancr  wight  in  som  degree?  844 
And  yet  thou  hast  this  comfort,  lo,  pardee ! 
That,  as  hir  joyes  moten  over-goon, 
So  mote  hir  sorwes  passen  everichoon. 

122.  For  if  hir  wheel  stinte  any-thing  to 
tome, 

Than  cessod  she  Fortune  anoon  to  be  : 
Now,   sith   hir  wheel    by  no  wey  may 
sojome,  850 

What  wostow  if  hir  mutabilitee 
Bight  as  thy-selven  list,  wol  doon  by  thee, 
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Or  that  she  be  not  fer  fro  thyn  helpinge  ? 
Parannter,  thou  hast  cause  for  to  qinge ! 

123.  And  therfor  wostow  what   I  thee 
besoche  ?  855 

Lat  be  thy  wo  and  turning  to  the  grounde ; 
For  who-8o  list  have  helping  of  his  leche, 
To  him  bihoveth  first  unwrye  his  wounde. 
To  Cerberus  in  hello  ay  be  I  bounde, 
Were  it  for  my  suster,  al  thy  sorwe,  860 
By  my  wil,  she  sholde  al  be  thyn  to-morwe. 

124.  Loke  up,  I  soye,  and  tel  me  what  she  is 
Anoon,  that  I  may  goon  aboute  thy  nede; 
Knowe  ich  hir  ought  ?  for  my  love,  tel  me 

this;  864 

Than  wolde  I  hopen  rather  for  to  spede/ 
Tho  gan  the  veyne  of  Troilus  to  blede, 
For  he  was  hit,  and  wex  al  reed  for  shame ; 
'  A  ha  ! '  quod  Pandaro,  *  here  biginneth 

game !' 

125.  And  with  that  word  he  gan  him  for 
toshakOf 

And  seyde,  ^theef,  thou  shalt  hir  name 
telle.'  870 

But  tho  gan  sely  Troilus  for  to  quake 
As  though  men  sholde  han  lad  him  in-to 

helle, 
And  seyde,  ^  alias  !  of  al  my  wo  the  welle, 
Than  is  my  sweto  fo  called  Criseyde !' 
And  wel  nigh  with  the  word  for  fere  he 
deyde.  875 

126.  And  whan  that  Pandare  herde  hir 
name  neveno, 

Lord,  he  was  glad,  and  seyde,  ^  f^eend  so 

dere, 
Now  faro  a-right,  for  Joves  name  in  hevene, 
Lovo  hath  biset  thee  wel,  be  of  good  chore ; 
For   of  good    name    and    wysdom    and 

manere  880 

She  liath  y-nough,  and  eek  of  gontilesse  ; 
If  she  bo  fayr,  thow  west  thy-self,  I  gesso. 

127.  No  I  never  saw  a  n^ore  bountevons 
Of  hir  estat,  no  a  gladder,  ne  of  speche 

A  freondlier,  ne  a  more  gracious  885 

For  to  do  wel,  ne  lasse  hadde  nede  to 

soche 
What  for  to  doon  ;  and  al  this  bet  to  echo, 
In  honour,  to  as  fer  as  she  may  streoche, 
A  kinges  herte  semeth  by  hires  a  wrecche. 


128.  And  for-thy  loke  of  good  oomfort 
thou  be ;  890 

For  certeinly,  the  firste  poynt  is  this 
Of  noble  corage  and  wel  ordeyn6, 
A  man  to  have  pees  with  him-self,  y-wis  ; 
So  oughtest  thou,  for  nought  but  good  it  is 
To  loven  wel,  and  in  a  worthy  place ;   895 
Thee  oughte  not  to  clepe  it  hap,  but  grace. 

129.  And  also  thenk,  and  ther-with  glade 
thee, 

That  sith  thy  lady  vertuous  is  al. 
So  folweth  it  that  ther  is  som  pitee 
Amonges  alle  thise  othere  in  general ;  900 
And  for-thy  see  that  thou,  in  special, 
Boquere  nought  that  is  ayein  hir  name ; 
For  vertue   streccheth  not  him-self  to 
shame. 

130.  But  wel  is  me  that  ever  I  was  bom, 
That  thou  biset  art  in  so  good  a  place ;  905 
For  by  my  trouthe,  in  love  I  dorste  have 

sworn, 
Thee  sholde  never  han  tid  thus  fayr  a 

grace ; 
And  wostow  why  ?  for  thou  were  wont  to 

chaoe 
At  love  in  scorn,  and  for  despyt  him 

calle 
**  Seynt  Idiot,  lord  of  thise  foles  alle."  910 

181.  How  often  hastow  maad  thy  njrce 

japes, 
And  seyd,  that  loves  servants  everichone 
Of  nycetee  ben  verray  goddes  apes ; 
And  some  wolde  moncho  hir  mete  alone, 
Ligging  a-bedde,  and  make  hem  for  to 

grone ;  915 

And  som,  thou  seydest,  hadde  a  blaunche 

fevere. 
And  preydest  god  he  sholde  never  kevere ! 

132.  And  some  of  hem  toke  on  hem,  for 
the  colde. 

More  than  y-nough,  so  scydestow  ful  ofte; 

And  some  han  feyned  ofte  tyme,and  toldo 

How  that  they  wake,  whan  they  slepen 
softe ;  921 

And  thus  they  wolde  han  brought  hem- 
self  a-lofte, 

And  nathelees  were  under  at  the  laste  ; 

Thus  seydestow,  and  japedest  Ail  faste. 


tl 
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138.  Tdt  seydestow,  that,  for  the  more 
part,  9*5 

These  loveres  wolden  speke  in  general. 
And  thonghten  that  it  was  a  siker  art, 
For  fayling,  for  to  assayen  over-aL 
Kow  may  I  jax)e  of  thee,  if  that  I  shal ! 
But  nathelees,  though  that  I  sholde  doye, 
Ihat  thou  art  noon  of  tho,  that  dorste  I 
seye.  931 

134.  Now  beet  thy  brest,  and  sey  to  god 
of  love, 

"  Thy  grace,  lord !  for  now  I  me  repente 
If  I  mis  Rpak,  for  now  my-self  I  love  :" 
Thus  sey  with  al  thyn  herte  in  good  en- 
tente.* 935 
Qood  Troilus,  *'  a  !  lord  !  I  me  consente. 
And  pray  to  thee  my  japes  thou  for3rivo, 
And  I  shal  never-more  whyl  I  live.' 

135.  *  Thaw  seyst  wel,*  quod  Pandare,  *■  and 
now  I  hope 

That  thou  the  goddes  wratthe  hast  al 

apesed ;  940 

And  si  then  thou  liast  wepen  many  a  drope, 

And  seyd  swioh  thing  wher-with  thy  g^od 

is  plesed, 
Kow  wolde  never  god  but  thou  were  esed ; 
And  think  wel,  she  of  whom  rist  al  thy  wo 
Here-after  may  thy  comfort  been  al-so.  945 

136.  For  thilke  ground,  that  bereth  tho 
wcHies  wikke, 

Bereth  eek  thise  holsom  herbes,  as  fnl  ofte 
Xext  the  foule  notlo,  rough  and  thikke, 
The  rose  wajceth  swote  and  smothe  and 

softo; 
And  next  the  valoy  is  the  hil  a-lofte  ;  950 
And   next   the   dorke  night    the    glade 

morwe ; 
And  also  joye  is  next  the  fyn  of  sorwe. 

187.  Nowlokothatatemprebethybrydel, 
And,  for  the  bosto,  ny  suffre  to  the  tyde. 
Or  elles  al  our  lubour  is  on  ydol ;  955 

He  hasteth  wel  that  wj'sly  can  abyde ; 
Be  diligent,  and  trewo,  and  ay  wel  hyde. 
Be  lusty,  free,  persevere  in  thy  servyse. 
And  al  is  wel,  if  thou  werke  in  this  wyse. 

138.    But    he  that    parted  is    in    every 
place  9^ 

Is  no-wher  hool,  as  writen  clerkes  wyse ; 


What  wonder  is,  though  swich  oon  have 

no  grace? 
Eek  wostow  how  it  fareth  of  som  servyse  ? 
As  plaunte  a  tre  or  herbe,  in  sondry  w;}'se, 
And  on  the  morwe  pullo  it  up  as  blyve,  965 
No  wonder  is,  though  it  may  never  thryve. 

139.  And  sith  that  god  of  love  hath  thee 
bistowed 

In  place  digne  un-to  thy  worthinesse, 
Stondfaste,  fortogootlport  hastow  rowed ; 
And  of  thy-self,  for  any  hevinesse,        970 
Hope  alwey  wel ;  for,  but-if  drorinesse 
Or  over-haste  our  botho  labour  shende, 
I  hope  of  this  to  maken  a  good  ende. 

140.  And  wostow  why  I  am  the  lasse  a- 
fered 

Of  this  matero  with  my  noce  trete  ?     975 
For  this  have  I  herd  seyd  of  wyse  y-lered, 
"  Was  never  man  ne  woman  yet  bigeto 
That  was  unapt  to  suffren  loves  hete 
Celestial,  or  elles  love  of  kindo  ; "         979 
For-thy  som  g^race  I  hopo  in  hir  to  findo. 

141.  And  for  to  speke  of  hir  in  special, 
Hir  bcautee  to  bithinkcn  and  hir  youthe. 
It  sit  hir  nought  to  be  celestial 

As  yet,  though  that  hir  liste  bothe  and 
coiithe ;  984 

But  trewely,  it  sote  hir  wel  right  nouthe 
A  worthy  kniglit  to  loven  and  cheryce. 
And  but  she  do,  I  holde  it  for  a  vyce. 

142.  Wherfore  I  am,  and  wol  bo,  ay  redy 
To  poyne  me  to  do  yow  this  8er\'yso  ; 
For  bothe  yow  to  plcse  thus  hoi)e  I      990 
Her-afberward  ;  for  ye  beth  bothe  wyse. 
And  conne  it  coonseyl  kepe  in  swich  a 

wyse, 
That  no  man  shal  the  wyser  of  it  be  ; 
And  so  we  may  be  gladed  alio  three. 

143.  And,  by  my  trouthe,  I  have  right 
now  of  thee  995 

A  good  concej't  in  my  wit,  as  I  gesse. 
And  what  it  is,  I  wol  now  that  thou  see. 
I  thenke,  sith  that  love,  of  his  goodnesse. 
Hath  thee  converted  out  of  wikkednesse, 
That  thou  shalt  be    the    beste  post,   I 
leve,  1000 

Of  al  his  layi  and  most  his  foos  to-greve. 
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144.  Ensample  why,  see  now  these  wyse 
clerkes, 

That  erren  aldormost  a-yein  a  lawe, 
And  ben    converted    from,    hir   "wikkbd 

workcs 
Thomgh  p^raco  of  god,  that  list  hem  to 

him  drawe,  1005 

Than  am  they  folk  that  han  most  god  in 

awo, 
And    strengest-fcythoil    been,    I    undor- 

stonde, 
And  conne  an   errour  aldor-bost  with- 

stonde.' 

145.  Whan  Troilas  had  herd    Pandare 
assented 

To  been  his  help  in  loving  of  Criseyde,  loio 
Wcx  of  his  wo,  as  who  seyth,  nntormeutcd, 
But  hotter  wex  his  love,  and  thus  ho  seyde, 
With  sobre  chere,  al-though  his  herte 

pleydo, 
'  Xow  blisfal  Vennsholpe,  er  that  I  sterve, 
Of  thee,  Pandare,  I  may  som  thank  de- 
servo.  1015 

146.  But,  dere  frend,  how  shal  myn  wo 
ben  lesse 

Til  this  be  doon  ?  and  goode,  eek  tel  me 

this, 
How  wiltow  seyn  of  me  and  my  destresso  ? 
I.«8t  she  be  wrooth,  this  drede  I  most, 

y-wis, 
Or  nil  not  hero  or  trowen  how  it  is.    lojo 
Al  this  drode  I,  and  eek  for  the  manoro 
Of  thee,  hir  oem,  she  nil  no  swich  thing 

here.* 

147.  Quod  Pandams,   Hhoa  hast  a  ibl 
grot  care 

Lest  that  the  cherl  may  falle  out  of  the 
mone !  1024 

AVhy,  lord  !  I  hate  of  thee  thy  nyce  fare ! 
Why,  entremete  of  that  thou  hast  to  done ! 
For  goddcs  love,  I  bidde  thee  a  bone, 
So  lat  me  alone,  and  it  shal  be  thy  beste.  * — 
•  Why,  fireend,'  quod  he,  *  now  do  right  as 
thee  lesto. 

148.  But  horko,  Pandare,  o  word,  for  I 
nolde  1030 

That  thou  in  me  wendest  so  greet  ful>'e. 
That  to  my  lady  I  desircn  sholdu 


That  toucheth  harm  or  any  vilenye ; 
For  dredelees,  me  were  lever  dye        1034 
Than  she  of  me  ought  elles  onderstode 
But  that,  that  mighte  sounen  in-to  godo.' 

149.  Tho  lough  tliis  Pandare,  and  anoon 
answerde, 

*  And  I  thy  borw  ?  fy  !  no  wight  dooth 

but  so; 
I  roughte  nought  though  that  she  stode 

and  horde  1039 

How  that  thou  seyst ;  but  fare-wel,  I  wol  go. 
A-dieu !  be  glad  !  god  spede  us  bothe  two! 
Yif  me  this  labour  and  this  besinesse, 
And  of  my  speed  be  thyn  al  that  swetnesse.* 

150.  Tho  Troilus  gnn  doun  on  knees  to 
falle,  1044 

And  Pandare  in  his  armes  hente  £ute. 
And  seyde,  *  now,  fy  on  the  Grekes  alle ! 
Yet,  pardce,  god  shal  helpo  us  at  the  laste; 
And  dredelees,  if  that  my  lyf  may  laste, 
And   god  to-fom,  lo,  som  of  hem  shal 

smerte; 
And  yet  mo  athinkoth  that  this  avaunt 


mo  asterto 
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151.  Now,  Pandare,  I  can  no  more  seye, 
But  thou  wys,   thou  wost,  thou  mayst, 

thou  art  al ! 
Iffy  lyf,  my  deeth,   hool  in  thjm  honde 

I  leyo ; 
Help  now,'  quod  he.  *  Yis,  by  my  trouthe, 

IshaL' 

*  God   yelde  thee,  freend,  and    this  in 

special,'  1055 

Quod  Troilus,  *  that  thou  me  recomaunde 
To    hir    that    to    the    deeth    me    may 

comaunde.' 

152.  This  Pandams  tho,  desirous  to  serve 
His  fulle  freend,  than  seyde  in  this  manerc, 

*  Far-wel,   and  thenk  I  wol  thy  thank 

deserve ;  1060 

Have  here  my  trouthe,  and  that  thou 

shalt  wel  here.' — 
And  wente  his  wey,   thenking  on  this 

mature. 
And  how  he  best  mighte  hir  beseche  of 

grace. 
And  finde  a  tyme  ther-to,  and  a  place. 
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158.  For  eveiy  wight  that  hath  an  hons 

to  foando  1065 

No  renneth  nought  the  werk  for  to  bi- 

ginne 
With  rakel  hond,   but  he  wol  byde  a 

stonnde. 
And  sende  hishortes  Ivno  oat  fro  with-inne 
Alderfirst  his  pnrpos  for  to  winne.       1069 
Al  this  Fandare  iu  his  herte  thonghte, 
And  caste  his  vrerk    ful  wysly,   or    ho 

wrooghte. 

154.  Bnt  Troilus  \aj  tho  no  lenger  doan, 
Bat  up  anoon  np-on  his  stede  bay, 
And  in  the  feld  ho  pleyde  tho  leoan ; 
Wo  was  that  Greek  that  with  him  motte 
that  day.  1075 

And  in  the  toon  his  maner  tho  forth  ay 
So  goodly  was,  and  gat  him  so  in  grace, 
That  ech  him  lovcdc  that  lokeilon  his  face. 


155.  For  he  bicom  the  frendlyeste  wight, 
Thegentileste,  and  eek  the  moste  free,  io8u 
Tho  tliriftieste  and  oon  the  beste  knight, 
Til  at  in  his  tyme  was,  or  mighte  be. 
Dcde  were  his  jai>es  and  his  cmeltee, 
His     hoighe     ix>rt     and     his     manere 

ostraunge. 
And  och  of  tho  gnn  for  a  vortn  chaango. 

166.    Now    lat    ns   stinte    of   Troilus    n 

stoundo,  i()lV» 

That    fareth    lyk  a  man   that    hart  is 

sore. 
And  is  somdol  of  akinge  of  his  woonde 
Y-lisseti  wel,  but  heled  no  del  more  : 
And,  as  an  esy  pacient,  the  lore  1090 

Abit  of  him  that  gooth  aboute  his  core  ; 
And  tlius  ho  drjrveth  forth  his  aventure. 

Explicit  Liber  Primns. 
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1.  Otrr  of  these  blake  wawes  for  to  sayle, 
0  wind,  O  wind,  the  weder  ginneth  clero ; 
For  in  this  see  tho  boot  hath  swich  tro- 

vayle, 
Of  my  conning  that  nnnethc  I  it  store  : 
This  see  clepe  I  tho  t<*inpestoas  matore  5 
Of  desespcyr  tliat  Troilas  was  inne : 
Bat  now  of  hope  tho  colendes  biginnc. 

2.  O  lady  m>'n,  that  called  art  CIgo, 
Thou  be  my  si)Ocd  fro  this  forth,  and  my 

mosc. 
To  ryme  wel  this  book,  til  I  have  do  ;     10 
Me  nedeth  here  noon  other  art  to  use. 
For-why  to  every  lovere  I  mo  excuse. 
That  of  no  sentoment  I  tlils  endytc, 
Bnt  oat  of  Latin  in  my  tonge  it  wryte. 

S.  Wherfore  I  nil  have  neither  thank  ne 
blame  15 

Of  al  this  werk,  but  pray  yow  mekely, 
Disblameth  me,  if  any  word  bo  lame. 
For  as  myn  anctor  soyde,  so  soyo  I. 
Eek  thoogh  I  spoke  of  lovo  uniclingl}-, 


No  wonder  is,  for  it  no-thing  of  ne  we  is ;  30 
A  blind  man  can  nat  jug^en  wel  in  hewis. 

4.  Ye  knowe  eek,  that  in  forme  of  si)eche 

is  chaunge 
With-inno  a  thousand  yeor,  and  wordes 

tho 
That  hadden  prj-s,  now  wonder  nyco  and 

straungo 
Us  thinketh  hem ;   and  yet  they  spake 

hem  so,  35 

And  spedde  as  wel  in  love  as  men  now  do ; 
Eek  for  to  winne  love  in  sondry  ages. 
In  sondry  londes,  sondry  been  usag<^ 

5.  And  for-thy  if  it  happe  in  any  wyse. 
That  here  be  any  lovere  in  this  place     50 
Tliat  herkeneth,  as  tho  story  wol  devyse. 
How  Troilus  com  to  liis  lady  g^race. 
And  thcnketh,  so  nolde  I  nat  love  pur- 

chaco, 
Or  wondreth  on  his  speche  and  his  doinge, 
I  noot ;  but  it  is  me  no  wonderinge  ;     35 

6.  For  every  wight  which  that  to  Borne 

went, 
Halt  nat  o  path,  or  alwey  o  manere ; 
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Eek  in  som  lond  were  al  the  gaznen  shent, 
If  that  they  forde  in  love  as  men  don  here, 
As  thus,  in  open  doing  or  in  chere,  40 
In  visitinge,  in  forme,  or  seydo  hir  sawes ; 
For-thy  men  soyn,  ech  contree  hath  his 
lawes. 

7.  Eek  scarsly  been  ther  in  this  place  three 
That  han  in  love  seyd  lyk  and  doon  in  al ; 
For  to  thy  purpos  this  may  lyken  thee,  45 
And  thee  right  nought,  yet  al  is  seyd  or 

shol; 
Eek  som  men  grave  in  tree,  som  in  stoon 

wal. 
As  it  bitit ;  but  sin  I  have  begonne, 
Myn  auctor  shal  I  folwen,  if  I  conne. 

Explicit  proheminm  Secundl  LibrL 

Incipit  Liber  Secundns. 

8.  In  May,  that  moder  is  of  monthes  glade, 
That  frcssho  flooros,  blewo,  and  whyte, 

and  rede,  51 

Ben  quike  agayn,  that  winter  dede  made, 
And  ful  of  buwmo  is  fletinge  every  mede ; 
Whan  Phebus  doth  liis  brighte  hemes 

spredo 
Right  in  the  whyte  Bole,  it  so  bitidde    55 
As  I  shal  singe,  on  Mayes  day  the  thridde, 

9.  That  Pandarus,  for  al  his  wyse  speche, 
Fclte  eek  his  part  of  loves  shottes  kenc. 
That,  conde  ho  never  so  wel  of  loving 

preche. 
It  made  his  hewe  a-day  fal  ofte  grene  ;  60 
So  shoop  it,  that  him  fil  that  day  a  tene 
In  love,  for  which  in  wo  to  bedde  lie  wente. 
And  made,  er  it  was  day,  fulmany  awent'e. 

10.  TheswalweProign6,withasorwfullay, 
Whan  morwo  com,  gan  make  liir  wey- 

mcntinge,  O5 

Why  she  forshapen  was ;  and  ever  lay 
Pandare  a-beddo,  half  in  a  slomeringe. 
Til  she  so  neigh  him  mode  hir  chiteringe 
How  Terens  gan  forth  liir  soster  take. 
That  with  the  noyse  of  hir  he  gan  a-wake ; 

11.  And  gan  to  callo,  and  dresse  him  up 
to  ryso,  71 

Kemcmbringe  him  his  erand  was  to  done 
From  Troilos,  and  eek  his  greet  ompryse; 


And  caste  and  knew  in  good  plyt  was  the 

mone 
To  doon  viage,  and  took  his  wey  fol  sone 
Un-to  his  neces  paleys  ther  bi-syde ;      76 
Now  Janus,  god  of  entree,  thou  him  gyde ! 

12.  Whan  he  was  come  un-to  his  neces 

place, 
'  Wher  is  my  lady  ? '  to  hir  folk  seyde  he ; 
And  they  him  tolde  ;  and  he  forth  in  gan 

pace,  to 

And  fond,  two  othere  ladyes  sete  and  she 
With-inne  a  paved  parlour ;  and  they  three 
Herden  a  mayden  reden  hem  the  geste 
Of  the  Sege  of  Thebes,  whyl  hem  leste.  S4 

18.  Quod  Pandarus, 'ma  dame,  god  yow  see, 
With  al  your  book  and  al  the  companye !' 
'  Ey,  uncle  myn,  welcome  y-wis,'  quod  she, 
And  up  she  roos,  and  by  the  bond  in  hye 
She  took  him  faste,  and  seyde, '  this  night 

thrye, 
To  goode  mote  it  tume,  of  yow  I  mette!* 
And  with  that  word  she  doun  on  bench 

him  sette.  91 

14.  '  Ye,  nece,  ye  shal  fare  wel  the  bet, 
If  god  wole,  al  this  yeer,'  quod  Pandarus ; 
'  But  I  am  sory  that  I  have  yow  let       94. 
To  herknen  of  your  book  ye  preysen  thus; 
For  goddes  love,  what  seith  it  ?  tel  it  us. 
Is  it  of  love  ?  O,  som  good  ye  me  lere  !* 
'Uncle,'  quod  she,  'your  maistresse  is  not 

hero !' 

15.  With  that  they  gonnen  laughe,  and 
tho  she  seyde,  99 

'  This  romaunce  is  of  Thebes,  that  we  rede ; 
And  we  han  herd  how  that  king  Laius 

doyde 
Thurgh  Edippus  his  sonc,  and  al  that  dede ; 
And  here  we  stenten  at  these  lettres  rede, 
How  the  bisshop,  as  the  book  can  telle, 
Amphiorax,  fil  thurgh  the  ground  to  belle.' 

IG.  Quod  Pandarus,  '  al  this  knowe  I  my- 
selve,  106 

And  al  th'assoge  of  Thebes  and  the  care ; 

For  her-of  been  ther  maked  bokes  twelve: — 

But  lat  be  this,  and  tel  mo  how  ye  fare ; 

Do  wey  your  barbe,  and  shew  your  face 
bare  \  xio 


fl 
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Do  wey  your  book,  rys  up,  and  lat  ns 

daonce, 
And  lat  na  don  to  Muy  som  observaunce.* 

17.  '  A !  god  forbode !  *  qnod  she,  '  be  ye 
mad? 

Is  that  a  widewes  lyf,  so  g;od  yon  save  ? 
^7  GT^  7®  maken  me  right  sore  anlrad,  1 15 
Ye  ben  so  wilde,  it  semoth  as  ye  rave  ! 
It  scte  me  wcl  bot  ay  in  a  cave 
To  bidde,  and  redo  on  holy  seyntes  lyvcs : 
Lat  maydens  gon  to  danncc,  and  yonge 
iryves.* 

18.  '  As  ever  thryve  I,*  qnod  this  Pandams, 

*  Yet  ooude  I  telle  a  thing  to  doon  yon 

pl^e.*  lai 

*  Now  xmcle  dere/  qnod  she,  *  tol  it  ns 
For  goddes  love ;  is  than  th'assege  aweye? 
I  am  of  Grekes  so  ferd  that  I  dcye.' 
*Xay,   nay/  qnod   he,   'as  ever  mote  I 

thryve !  125 

It  is  a  thing  wel  bet  than  swiche  tyye.* 

19.  'Ye,  holygod!'  qnod  she,  'what  thing 
is  that? 

What?  bet  than  swiche  fyve?   ey,  nay, 

y-wis ! 
For  al  this  world  ne  can  I  reden  what 
It  sholde  been ;  som  jape,  I  trowe,  is  this ; 
And  bat  yonr-selven  telle  nswhat  it  is,  131 
My  wit  is  for  to  arede  it  al  to  lene  ; 
As  help  me  god,  I  noot  nat  what  ye  mene.' 

20.  'And  I  yonr  borow,  ne  never  shal, 
for  me, 

This  thing  be  told  to  yow,  as  mote  I 
thryve  I*  135 

'  And  why  so,  nncle  myn  ?  why  so  ?'  qnod 
she. 

*  By  god/  qnod  ho,  *  that  wolo  I  telle  as 

blyve  ; 
For  pronder  wommon  were  ther  noon  on- 

lyve. 
And  ye  it  wiste,  in  al  the  toun  of  Troye  j 
I  jape  nonght,  as  ever  havo  I  joye  ! '     140 

21.  Tho  gan  she  wondrcn  more  than  bi- 
fom 

A  thousand  fold,  and  donn  hir  eyen  caste ; 
For  never,  sith  the  tyme  that  she  was  born. 
To  kzLowe  thing  desired  she  so  faste  ;  144 


And  with  a  syk  she  seydo  him  at  the  lasto, 
'  Now,  nnclo  myn,  I  nil  yow  nonght  dis- 

plose, 
Nor  azen  more,  that  may  do  yow  disese.' 

22.  So  afbor  this,  with  many  wordes  glade, 
And  froendly  tales,  and  with  mery  chere. 
Of  this  and  that  they  pleyde,  and  gnnnen 

wade  150 

In  many  an    nnkonth  glad    and    deep 

matore, 
As  freendes  doon,  whan  thoy  ben  mot 

y-fero ; 
Til  she  gan  axon  him  how  Ector  ferde, 
That  was  tho  tonnes  wal  and  Grokes  yerdo. 

23.  *  Fnl  wel,  I  thanko  it  god,'  qnod  Pan- 
dams,  155 

'  Save  in  his  arm  ho  hath  a  litcl  wonnde ; 
And  eek  his  fresshe  brother  Troilns, 
The  wyse  worthy  Ector  tlio  secounde. 
In  whom  that  every  vertu  list  abonndo. 
As  alio  trouthe  and  alio  gontiUesse,      160 
Wj^dom,  honour,   frodoni,   and  worthi- 
nosso.' 

24.  '  In  good  feith,  eom,'  qnod  she,  '  that 
lyketh  me ; 

Thoy  faron  wel,  god  save  horn  botho  two ! 
For  trowely  I  holde  it  g^eet  doyntoe 
A  kinges  sone  in  armes  wel  to  do,         165 
And  been  of  good  condicionns  thcr-to  ; 
For  greet  power  and  moral  vortu  here 
Is  selde  y-soye  in  o  i>ersono  y-fore.' 

25.  'In  good  feith,  that  is  sooth,'  qnod 
Pandanis ; 

'  Bnt,  by  my  tronthe,  the  king  hath  soncs 
tweyo,  170 

That  is  to  meno,  Ector  and  Troilus, 
That  certainly,  though  that  I  sholde  dcye. 
They  boon  as  voydo  of  \'ycos,  dar  I  scye. 
As  any  men  that  livoth  under  tho  sonne, 
Hir  might  is  Mrydo  y-knowo,  and  what 
they  conne.  175 

26.  Of  Ector  nodoth  it  nought  for  to  telle ; 
In  al  this  world  tlior  nis  a  bottre  knight 
Than  ho,  that  is  of  worthinosse  wollo  ; 
And  ho  wel  more  vertu  hath  than  might. 
This  knowoth  many  a  wys  and  worthy 

wight.  180 
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The  same  pr3r8  of  Troilns  I  seye, 
Qod  help  me  so,  I  knowe  not  iwiohe 
tweye.' 

27.  *  By  god/  quod  she,  *  of  Ector  that  is 
sooth ; 

Of  Troilus  the  same  thing  trowe  I ; 
For  dredoleos,  men  tellen  that  he  dooth 
In  armes  day  by  day  so  worthily,  186 

And  bereth  him  here  at  hoom  so  gentilly 
To  every  wight,  that  al  the  prys  hath  he 
Of  hem  that  mo  wore  levest  preysod  be.' 

28.  '  Ye  sey  right  sooth,  y-wis,'  qaod  Fan- 
dams  ;  190 

'  For  yesterday,  who-so  hadde  with  him 

been. 
He  might  have  wondred  ui>-on  Troilus  ; 
For  never  yet  so  thikke  a  swarm  of  been 
No  fleigh,  as  Grekos  fro  him  gonno  fleen ; 
And  thorugh  the  fold,  in  every  wightes 

ere,  195 

Ther  nas  no  cry  but  '* Troilus  is  there!" 

29.  Now  here,  now  there,  he  hunted  hem 
so  faste, 

Ther  nas  but  Qrekes  blood  ;  and  Troilus, 
Now  hem  he  hurto,  and  hem  alio  doun  ho 

caste; 
Ay  where  he  went«  it  was  arayed  thus :  aoo 
He  was  hir  deeth,  and  slield  and  Ijrf  for  us ; 
That  as  that  day  ther  dorste  noon  with- 

stonde, 
Whyl  that  he  held  his  blody  swerd  in 

honde. 

80.  Therto  he  is  the  freendlieste  man 
Of  grete  estat,  that  over  I  saw  my  lyve ; 
And  wher  him  list,  best  felawshipe  o«ui  206 
To  suche  as  him  thinketh  able  for  to 

thryve.' 
And  with  that  word  tho  PandaruB,   as 

blyve, 
He  took  his  love,  and  sejrde,  'I  wol  go 

henne:' 
•  Nay,  blame  have  I,  myn  uncle,'  quod  she 

thenno.  210 

81.  'What  eyleth  yow  to  be  thus  wery 
sone, 

And  namelich  of  wommen  ?  wol  ye  so  ? 
Nay,  sitteth  down ;  by  god,  I  have  to  done 


With  yow,  to  spoke  of  wisdom  er  ye  go.' 
And  every  wight  that  was  a-boute  hem 

tho,  215 

That  horde  that,  gan  for  a-wey  to  stondo, 
Whyl  they  two  hadde  al  that  hem  liste 

in  honde. 

82.  Whan  that  hir  tale  al  brought  was  to 

an  ende 
Of  hire  estat  and  of  hir  govemaunoo,  219 
Quod  Pandarus, '  now  is  it  tyme  I  wende ; 
But  yet,  I  seye,  aryseth,  lat  us  daunce, 
And  cast  your    widwes    habit    to    mis- 

chaunco : 
What  list  yow  thus  your-self  to  disfigure, 
Sith  yow  is  tid  thus  fair  an  aventure  ?' 

88.  '  A  !  wel  bithought !  for  love  of  god,' 
quod  she,  225 

'  Slial  I  not  witen  what  ye  mene  of  this?' 
*No,  this  thing  axeth  layser,Hhoquod  he, 
*  And  eek  me  wolde  muche  gn^ve,  y-wis, 
If  I  it  toldo,  and  ye  it  toko  amis. 
Yet  were  it  bet  my  tonge  for  to  stille  230 
Than  seye  a  sooth  tliat  wore  ayeins  ^'our 
willo. 

84.  For,  nece,  by  the  goildosse  Minorve, 
And  Jnppiter,  that  makoth  the  thonder 

ringo. 
And  by  the  blisful  Venus  that  I  serve, 
Ye  been    the   worn  man    in    this  world 

livinge,  235 

With-oute  paramours,  to  my  witinge. 
That  I  best  love,  and  lot  best  am  to  greve, 
And  that  ye  witen  wel  your-self,  I  leve.' 

85.  '  Y-wis,  myn  uncle,'  quod  she,  *  grant 
mercy; 

Your  freendship  have  I  founden  ever  yii ; 
I  am  to  no  man  holden  trewely  241 

So  muche    as    yow,  and   have   so  litel 

quit; 
And,  with  the  grace  of  god,  emforth  xxxy 

wit. 
As  in  my  gilt  I  shal  you  never  offende  ; 
And  if  I  have  er  this,  I  wol  amende.     245 

86.  But,  for  the  lovo  of  god,  I  yow  be- 
seche, 

As  ye  ben  he  that  I  most  love  and  triste, 
Lat  be  to  me  your  fremde  manor  speche, 
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And  86  J  to  me,  your  nece,  what  yow  listo  :^ 
Anil  with  that  -word  hir  uncle  anoon  hir 
kiste,  2SO 

And  seydc,  *■  gladly,  leve  nece  dero, 
Tak  it  for  good  that  I  shal  seye  yow  here.* 

'iT.  "With  that  she  gan  hir  eyen  doun  to 

caste. 
And  Pandams  to  coghe  gan  a  lyto,       354 
And  seyde,  *  nece,  alwey,  lo !  to  the  laste, 
How-flo  it  be  that  Bom  men  hem  delyte 
With  vnbtil  art  hir  tales  for  to  endyte, 
Tet  for  al  that,  in  hir  cntencionn, 
Hir  tale  is  al  for  som  conclosionn. 

38.  And  sithcn    th'ende    is   every  tales 
strengthe,  360 

And  this  matero  is  so  bihovely, 
What  sholde  I  peynte  or  drawen  it  on 

lengthe 
Toyow,that  been  my frcend  so  feithfally?* 
And  with  that  word  he  gan  right  inwardly 
Biholden  hir,  and  loken  on  hir  face,    265 
And  seydo,  ^on  snche  a  mironr  goode 


grace 


i» 


39.  Than  thooghte  he  thus,  '  if  I  my  tale 
endyte 

Ought  hard,  or  make  a  proccs  any  whyle. 
She  shal  no  savour  ban  ther-in  but  lyte, 
And  trowe  I  wolde  hir  in  my  wil  bigyle. 
For  tendre  wittcs  wenen  al  be  wyle      271 
Ther>as  they  can  nat  pleynly  undorstonde ; 
For-thy  hir  wit  to  serven  wol  I  fonde ' — 

40.  And  loked  on  hir  in  a  besy  wysc,    274 
And  she  was  war  that  he  byhold  hir  so, 
And  seyde,  *lord!  so  faste  ye  mo  avyse  ! 
Seyye  me  never  er  now?  what  seyye,  no?* 
'Yes,  yes,'  quod  ho, '  and  bet  wole  er  I  go ; 
But,   by  my  trouthe,    I  thoughto    now 

if  yo 
Be  fortunat,  for  now  men  slinl  it  soo.    a8<> 

41.  For  to  every  wight  som  gcKxlly  avon- 
ture 

Som  t  jme  is  shape,  if  he  it  can  reccyven  ; 
And  if  that  he  wol  take  of  it  no  cure. 
Whan  that  it  cometh,  but  wilfully  it 

weyven, 
lio,  neither  cas  nor  fortune  him  deceyven. 


But  right  his  verray  slouthe  and  wrocchod- 

nc«so ;  2S6 

And  swich  a  wight  is  for  to  blame,  I  gosso. 

42.  Good  avonturp,  O  bclo  noce,  havo  yo 
Ful  lightly  founden,  and  yo  conne  it  take; 
And,  for  the  love  of  god,  and  eok  of  me, 
Cocche  it  anoon,  lest  avcnture  slake.    291 
What  sholde  I  lenger  proces  of  it  make  ? 
Yif  me  your  bond,  for  in  this  world  is 

noon, 
If  that  you  list,  a  wight  so  wel  begoon.  294 

43.  And  sith  I  spcke  of  good  entencioun, 
As  I  to  yow  have  told  wel  here-bifom. 
And  love  as  wel  your  honour  and  renoun 
As  creature  in  al  this  world  y-bom  ; 

By  alio  the  othcs  that  I  have  yow  sworn. 
And  ye  be  wrooth  therforo,  or  wene  I  lye, 
Ne  shal  I  never  seen  yow  eft  with  yfi.    301 

44.  Beth  nought  agast,  nc  quaketh  nat  ; 
wher-to  ? 

Ne  chaungeth  nat  for  fore  so  your  howe ; 
For  hardoly,  the  werste  of  this  is  do ; 
And  though  my  tale  as  now  be  to  yow 

newe,  305 

Yet  trist  alwey,  yc  nlial  mo  findo  trowo  ; 
And  were  it  thing    that  mo   thoughto 

unsittinge, 
To  yow  nolde  I  no  swicho  tales  bringo.' 

45.  *  Now,  my  goo<l  com,  for  goddcs  love, 
I  preye,'  309 

Quod  she,  '  com  of,  and  tel  me  what  it  is ; 
For  bothe  I  am  ogost  what  yo  wol  scye. 
And  eek  me  longeth  it  to  wite,  y-wis. 
For  whether  it  be  wel  or  bo  amis. 
Soy  on,  lat  me  not  in  this  fere  dwello :' 
'  So  wol  I  doon,  now  herkneth,  I  shal 
telle:  315 

46.  Now,  nece  myn,  the  king^s  dore  sono, 
The  goodo,  wyso,  worthy,  fresshe,  and  frwi^ 
Which  olwcy  for  to  do  wel  is  his  wone. 
The  noble  Troilns,  so  loveth  thee, 
That,  hot  yo  helpe,  it  wol  his  bano  bo.  320 
Lo,  here  is  al,  what  sholde  I  moro  seyo  ? 
Doth  what  yow  list,  to  make  him  live  or 

dcyo. 

47.  But  if  ye  Icte  him  dcyc,  I  wol  sterve; 
Have  her  my  trouthe,  nece,  I  nil  not  lyen ; 
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Al  Blioldo  I  with  this  knyf  my  throte 
kervo ' —  325 

"With  that  the  teres  braste  out  of  his  ySn, 

And  soyde,  'if  that  ye  doon  us  bothe 
dyen, 

Thus  giltelocs,  than  have  yo  fisshed  faire; 

What  mende  ye,  though  that  we  bothe 
apeyre? 

48.  AUas!  ho  which  that  is  my  lord  so 
dere,  M" 

That  trcwo  man,  that  noble  gcntil  knight, 
That  nought  desireth  but  your  freendly 

chere, 
I  see  him  deye,  ther  ho  goth  up-right, 
And  hastoth  him,  with  al  his  i'ullc  might. 
For  to  bo  slayn,  if  fortune  wol  assente ;  355 
Alias !    that  god  yow  swioh   a  beautee 

sente! 

49.  If  it  be  so  that  yo  so  cruel  be, 

That  of  his  deeth  yow  listo  nought  to 

recohe, 
That  is  so  trewo  and  worthy,  as  yo  sec, 
No  more  than  of  a  japero  or  a  wrocche,  340 
If  ye  bo  swich,  your  beautee  may  not 

strocche 
To  make  amendes  of  so  cruel  a  dedo ; 
Avysement  is  good  biforo  the  node. 

50.  Wo  worth  the  faire  gemmc  vortulecs ! 
Wo  worth  that  herbe  also  that  dooth  no 

bote !  345 

Wo  worth  that  beautee  that  is  routhelees ! 
Wo  worth  that  wight  that  tret  ech  under 

fote! 
And  yo,  that  been  of  beautee  crop  and 

rote. 
If  thcrwith-al  in  you  thor  bo  no  routhe, 
Tlian  is  it  harm  ye  liven,  by  my  trouthe ! 

51.  And  also  thenk  wel,  that  this  is  no 
gaude ;  351 

For  mo  were  lover,  thou  and  I  and  ho 
Were  hanged,  than  I  sholde  boen  his 

baude. 
As  hoye,  as  men  mighte  on  us  alio  y-see : 
I  am  thjTi  eem,  the  shame  were  to  me,  355 
As  wel  as  thee,  if  that  I  sholdo  assente, 
Thonigh  myn  abet,  that  ho  thyn  honour 

shente. 


52.  Now  understond,  for  I  yow  nought 
requero 

To  bindo  yow  to  him  thorugh  no  behostc, 
But  only  that  3'e  makohim  bcttre  chore  300 
Than  ye  han  doon  er  this,  and  more  foste. 
So  that  his  lyf  bo  saved,  at  tho  leste 
This  al  and  som,  and  playnly  our  entente; 
God  helpe  me  so,  I  never  other  monte.  304 

53.  Lo,  this  request  is  not  but  skilo,  y-wis, 
Ne  doute  of  reson,  pardeo,  is  ther  noon. 

I  sette  the  worsto  that  yo  drodden  this. 
Men  wolden  wondrou  seen  him  como  or 

goon : 
Ther-ayoins  answero  I  thus  a-noon,      369 
That  every  wight,  but  he  1k)  fool  of  kindc, 
Wol  dcme  it  love  of  froendship  iu  his 

minde. 

54.  What  ?  who  wol  dome,  though  ho  see 
a  man 

To  temple  go,  that  he  tho  images  eteth  ? 
Thenk  oek  how  wel  and  wysly  that  he  can 
Qoverno  him-self,  that  ho  no-thing  for- 

yototh,  375 

That,  whcr  ho  comcth,  ho  pr>'s  and  tliank 

him  gctcth  ; 
And  cek  thcr-to,  ho  shal  como  hero  s.> 

selde. 
What  fors  wcro   it  though  al  the  toun 

behelde? 

55.  Swich  love  of  freendcs  regneth  ol  this 
toun; 

And  wryo  3row  in  that  mantel  ever-mo ; 
And,  god  so  wis  1)0  my  savacioun,  3S1 

As  I  have  seyd,  your  bcsto  is  to  do  sa 
But  alwey,  goodo  nece,  to  stinto  his  wo, 
So  lat  your  dannger  snored  ben  a  13^, 
That  of  his  deeth  yo  bo  nought  for  to 
wyte.'  3.S5 

50.  Criseyde,  which   that  horde  him  in 

tills  wyse, 
Thoughto,  *  I  shal  felo  what  he  mcnoth, 

y-wis.' 
'Now,  eem,'  qu<Ml  she,  *  what  wolde  yo 

dovjrse, 
AVhat  is  jrour  rccd  I  sholdo  doon  of  this?* 
'That  is  wol  soyd,'  quod  ho,  *  certa}^!, 

best  is  390 


tl 
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That  ye  him  love  ayein  for  his  lovioge, 
Am  love  for  love  is  skilfhl  ^erdoninge. 

57.  Thenk  eek,  how  elde  wasteth  every 

hoare 
In  echo  of  yow  a  party  of  beaatee ; 
And  therfore,  er  that  age  thee  devonre,  395 
Qo  love,  for,  olde,  ther  wol  no  wight  of 

thee. 
Ist  this  proverbe  a  lore  nn-to  yow  be ; 
To  late  y-war,  qnod  Beaatee,  whan  it 

paste;" 
And  elde  dannteth  dannger  at  the  laste. 

5&  The  kinges  fool  is  woned  to  cryen 

loade,  400 

Whan  that  him    thinketh    a  womman 

bereth  hir  hyC, 
"  So  lunge  mote  ye  live,  and  alle  proude, 
TH  Crowes  feet  be  growe  under  yoor  yfi. 
And  sende  yow  thanne  a  miroor  in  to 
prye  404 

In  whiche  ye  may  see  yonr  face  o-morwe ! " 
Keoe,  I  bid  wisshe  yow  no  more  sorwe.' 

59.  With  this  he  stente,  and  caste  adoon 
the  heed, 

And  she  bigan  to  brcste  a-wepo  anoon. 
And  seyde,  'alias,  for  wo!    why  nere  I 

deed? 
For  of  this  world  the  feith  is  al  agoon  I>|.io 
Alias !  what  sholdcn  strannge  to  mo  doon, 
When  he,  that  for  my  beste  freend  I 

wende. 
Bet  me  to  love,  and  sholdo  it  me  defende  ? 

60.  Alias  !  I  woldo  han  trusted,  dontelees, 
That  if  that  I,  thurgh  my  disnventore,  415 
Had  loved  other  him  or  Achilles, 
Ector,  or  any  mannos  creature. 

Ye  nMde  han  had  no  mercy  ne  mesure 
On  me,  but  alwey  hod  me  in  repreve  ; 
This  false  world,  alias  !  who  may  it  leve  ? 

CI.  What  ?  is  this  al  the  joye  and  al  the 
feste  ?  421 

Is  this  your  reed,  is  this  my  blisful  cas  ? 
Is  this  the  vcrray  mede  of  your  beheste  ? 
Is  al  this  peynted  proces  seyd,  alias  !   424 
Right  for  this  fyn  ?  O  lady  myn,  Pallas ! 
Thou  in  this  drcdful  cos  for  me  purveye ; 
For  so  astonied  am  I  that  I  deye  !* 


62.  With  that  she  gan  ful  sorwfully  to 

syko; 
*  A  !  may  it  be  no  l)et  ?'  quod  Fandarus ; 
'  By  god,  I  shal  no-more  como  hero  tliis 

M-yke,  430 

And  god  to-fom,  that  am  mistrusted  thus ; 
I  see  ful  wel  that  ye  sotto  lyte  of  us, 
Or  of  our  deeth  !  Alias  !  I  woful  wrccche ! 
Highte  he  yet  live,  of  me  is  nought  to 

recche. 

68.  O  cruel  god,  O  dispitouse  Marto,    435 
O  Furies  three  of  hello,  on  yow  I  cryo  ! 
So  lat  me  never  out  of  this  hous  deporte, 
If  that  I  mento  harm  or  vilanj'o  ! 
But  sith  I  see  my  lord  mot  nodes  dye, 
And  I  with  liim,  hero  I  me  shryve,  and 
seyo  440 

That  wikkedly  yo  doon  us  b^)tho  deye. 

64.  But   sith   it  lyketh  yow  that    I  bo 
deed, 

By  Neptunus,  that  god  is  of  the  sec, 
Fro  this  forth  shal  I  never  eton  breed 
Til  I  myn  oweno  herto  blood  may  sco ;  445 
For  certayn,  I  wolo  deye  as  sono  as  ho  ' — 
And  up  he  sterto,  and  on  his  wcy  ho 

raughte, 
Til  she  agayn  him  by  the  lappo  caughto. 

65.  Crisoydo,  which  that  wcl  neigh  starf 
for  fere, 

So  as  she  was  the  ferfulloste  wight       450 
That  mighte  be,  and  herde  eck  with  hir 

ere, 
And  saw  the  sorwful  emest  of  the  knight. 
And  in  his  preycre  cck  saw  noon  unright. 
And  for  the  harm  that  mighte  eek  fallen 

more. 
She  gan  to  rewe,  and  dradde  hir  wonder 

sore ;  455 

66.  And  thoughte  thus,  '  unhappos  fallen 
thikke 

Alday  for  love,  and  in  swich  maner  cas, 
As  men  ben  cruel  in  hem-self  and  wikke ; 
And  if  this  man  sleo  here  him-self,  alias  ! 
In  my  presence,  it  wol  be  no  solas.       460 
What  men  wolde  of  hit  deme  I  can  nat 

seyo; 
It  ncdcth  me  ful  sleyly  for  to  pleyo.' 


I   2 
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67.  And  with  a  sorwftil  syk  sho  seyde 
thrye, 

'  A !  lord  !  what  me  is  tid  a  sory  chatinco ! 
For  mjm  estat  now  Ij-th  in  japartye,    465 
And  00k  mj'n  ernes  lyf  lyth  in  balaonce ; 
But  nathelees,  with  goddes  govemannce, 
I  shal  BO  doon,  myn  honour  shal  I  kej^e. 
And  eek  his  lyf ; '  and  stints  for  to  wepe. 

68.  'Of  harmes  two,  the  losse  is  for  to 
chose ;  470 

Yot  have  I  lever  maken  him  good  chere 
In  honour,  than  myn  ernes  Ijrf  to  lese ; 
Ye  seyn,  ye  no-thing  elles  me  requere  ?' 
'  No,  wis,*qaod  he,  'myn  owene nece dere.* 
'  Now  wel,'qnod  she,  '  and  I  wol  doon  my 
peyne ;  475 

I  slial  myn  hcrte  ayeins  my  Inst  con- 
st reyne, 

60.  But  that  I  nil  not  holden  him  in 

honde, 
No  love  a  man,  ne  can  I  not,  ne  may 
Ayeins  my  wil ;  hut  oUes  wol  I  fonde, 
Myn  honour  sauf,  plese  him  fro  day  to 

day;  480 

Tlier-to  nolde  I  nought  ones  have  seyd  nay, 
But  that  I  drcddo,  as  in  my  fantasye  ; 
But  cesse  cause,  ay  cesseth  maladye. 

70.  And  here  I  make  a  protestacioun, 
Tliat  in  this  proces  if  ye  depper  go,      485 
That  certajmly,  for  no  savacioun 

Of  yow,  though  that  yo  sterve  bothe  two. 
Though  al  the  world  on  o  day  be  my  fo. 
No    shal    I  never    on    him    han    other 

rout  he.* — 
'  r  graunte  wel,*  quod  Pandare,  '  by  my 

trouthe.  490 

7 1 .  But  may  I  tmste  wel  ther-to,'  quod  he, 
'  That,  of  this  thing  that  ye  han  hight  me 

here, 
Yo  wol  it  holden  trcwly  un-to  me  ?' 
'  Ye,   doutelees,'  quod  she,   '  myn  uncle 

dore.' 
'  Ne  that  I  shal  han  cause  in  this  matero,' 
Quod    he,   'to  pleyne,   or  after  yow  to 

precho  ?'  496 

'Why,   no,  pardeo;   what   nedeth  more 

spoche  ? ' 


7'2.  Tho  fillen  they  in  othere  talcs  glade, 
Til  at  the  laste,  '  O  good  eem, '  qiiod  she 

tho, 
'For  love  of  god,  which  that  us  botho 

made,  500 

Tel  me  how  first  ye  wisten  of  his  wo : 
Wot  noon  of    hit   but  ye?*   Ho  soydo, 

'no.* 
'Can  he  wel  speke  of  love?*  quod  sho, 

'  I  preye, 
Tel  mo,  for  I  tho  bet  me  shal  purvoye.* 

78.  Tho  Pandarus  a  litel  gan  to  smyle, 
And  seyde,  '  by  my  trouthe,  I  shal  yow 

telle.  506 

This  other  day,   nought  gon  fhl  longe 

whyle, 
In-with  tho  paleys-gardyn,  by  a  welle, 
Gan  he  and  I  wel  half  a  day  to  dwelle. 
Right  for  to  spoken  of  an  ordenaunce,  510 
How  wo  the  Grekes  mighte  disavaunce. 

74.  Sone  after  that  bigonne  we  to  lope, 
And  casten  with  our  dartes  to  and  fro, 
Til  at  the  lasto  he  seyde,  he  wolde  slope, 
And  on  the  grc^ a-doun  he  leydo  him  tho; 
And  I  after  gan  romo  to  and  fro  516 
Til  that  I  horde,  as  that  I  welk  allone, 
How  he  bigan  fVil  wofully  to  grone. 

75.  Tho  gan  I  stalko  him  softoly  bihindc. 
And  sikerly,  tho  sotho  for  to  sejme,      5it> 
As  I  can  elope  ayein  now  to  my  mindc. 
Right  thus  to  Love  he  gan  him  for  to 

pleyno ; 
He  seyde,  "  lord !  have  routhe  ui>-on  my 

peyne, 
Al  have  I  been  rebel  in  myn  entente  ; 
Now,  mea  culpa^  lord !  I  me  repente.     ^12$ 

76.  O  god,  that  at  thy  disi>osicioun 
Lodest  tho  fyn,  by  juste  purvoyaunce, 
Of  every  wight,  my  lowo  confessioun 
Accepte  in  greo,   and    send    mo    swich 

penaunco  520 

As  lykcth  thee,  but  from  desosi>eraunce. 
That  may  my  goost  departo  awoy  fro  thee, 
Tliou  bo  my  sheld,  for  thy  benignitee. 

77.  For  certes,  lord,  so  sore  hath  she  me 
wounded 

That  stod  in  blak,  with  loking  of  hir  y«n, 


B««ir.i                     Cretftie  ant  Crieejie.                          a*9 

■n»nigh  which  I  »«t  thrt  I  mot  neda 

Or  ho  mo  toldo  who  mights  been   his 

djwa;                                                     5J6 

Icehe.                                                     f;! 

Tliia  it  the  wonli!,  I  dur  me  not  bi-wryen ; 

And  wpl  the  hotter  be™  the  gledet  rede, 

Or  alio  hia  wofnl  worde.  for  to  auune. 

Th»l  men  h»m  wrjen  with  aashen  palo 

Ne  bid  mc  o-it,  but  ye  wol  leo  meawowuc. 

and  dede." 

83.  Bot   for  to  »vo   hii  lyf,   and    cllcs 

a  With  that  ho  Bm«.t  hi«  hee.1  ddoun 

nought,                                                 W5 

•noon,                                                   M" 

And   to  non  harm  of  yow,  thna  am  I 

And  khu  t..  mntrf,  I  ii.mt  what,  trowcly. 

driven ; 

And  I  irith  that  gun  itilte  awey  to  goon, 

And    f..r  tho  kn-0  of  god  thai  ul  hath 

And  Iwt  tber-of  as  no-thin(t  wiM  hadde  I, 

And  come  ayuin  oncwn  ami  staod  him  by, 

Swich  chere  liini  do-rth,  that  he  nnd  I 

And  Kyde,    -a-waVe,  yc   alepen    al    to 

may  liven. 

hmtre  :                                                    S4S 

Xow  have    I   plat    to    row  myn    herlo 

II  Klngth  nat  that  lovo  dcmth  yow  longe. 

And  sin  yc  »-<«t  that  mytx  ontonto  is  cb.ne. 

7!J.  Tliftt  dcpcn  HI  tbut  n..  man  may  yow 

Tuk  heda  tber-of,  lor  I  non  yvel  menc. 

Who  Kj  ever  or  lhi«  in  dnl  a  man  !" 

H4.  An.l  right  eoo.1  thrift,  I  prey  lo  gi-l. 

■■  y*,  tnmad,"  quod  ho,  "do ya  yoor  hedci 

akK 

That  ban  swich  oon  ycanght  with-oulo 

For  love,  and  lat  mo  livPU  oa  I  can."     j.w 

Bnt  thongh  that  Iio  for  »-o  wa«  pale  and 

And  be  ye  wya,  aa  ye  ben  fnir  to  ioe, 
Wcl  in  the  ring  than  is  the  ruby  set.  ^s 

two  so  wol  y-met. 

Aathonih  he  ahuhle  hare  l(4l  the  nuwe 

al  hool,  as  ho  ia  youre  : 

Thcr  mighty  god  yot  graunto  us  »«o  that 

honro!' 

W.  Tbi>  paaed  forth,  til  now,  this  other 
Jay. 

80.  '  Kay,  therof  simk  I  not,  n,  ha ! '  qii.xl 
she, 

It  M  that  I  rom  rominK  al  altone         .(.u 

Into  hU  chanmbre,  and  fond  bow  that  he 

•AshclpemoBOii,  ye  ahoniicn  every  deell' 
'  0  meiry,  dere  nece."  «nonn  qno.1  be,  ^i 

lay 
Up-on  hia  bo.1 :  hot  man  fo  iBiro  grone 

•  What*.   I  epah,  1  mente  nonght  bnt 

Se  Lerde  I  never,  and  wliaC  that  was  hii 

By  Mara 'tho  god,  that  heloiwl  is  of  steel; 

Xow  belh  nought  wrooth,  my  bloo.1,  my 

Al  wdeynly  be  Ufte        ^^SjSFM^Jia 

■  Sow  «-el,'  quod  she, '  forycven  be  it  here ! ' 

HI.  OfwhichltookKmwhatnupecioQn, 

HO.  With  this  ho  l<«k  hia  levo,  and  honm 

Andneerl            'JUXS                weplesoro; 
And  sod  K 

Aa  never  of  thine  haddc  I  no  routho  m..™. 

bo  won  to  ;                                             .^/> 
And  lor.1,  how  be  was  glad  and  wel  U- 

For  neither  with  cnRyn.  "a  with  no  lore, 
Cnethea    roighlo    i   fro  the   deeth    hini 

Criscydo  aroos.  no  longer  she  na  Itente. 
Sil^lKfl           hir  closet  wonte  anoo.i, 

kejK! ;                                                     !"6 

And  sette  hero  doun  as  stilleM  any  stoon. 

That  yet  (ele  I  mya  liprtc  for  him  wepc 

And  every  word  gan    np  and  d.ran  lo 

fiS.  And  ffri  wot,  never,  ulh  that  I  wai 

winde,                                                   <»■ 

bom, 

That  ho  hadde  s..yd,  aa  it  com   hir  to 

Wai  I  ao  biiy  DO  man  for  to  prwhc. 

mindc; 
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87.  And   vex   somdel   astonied    in    hir 
thonglit, 

Bight  for  the  newo  oas ;  bat  whan  that 

she 
Was  fnl  aTjsed,  tho  fond  she  right  nought 
Of  peril,  why  she  onghte  aferod  be.      606 
For  man  may  lovo,  of  possibilitee, 
A  womman  so,  his  herte  may  to-breste. 
And  she  nought  love  ayein,  bnt-if  hir  lesto. 

88.  Bnt  as  she  sat  allone  and  thonghto 
thus,  610 

Th'ascry  aroos  at  skarmish  al  with-onte, 
And  men  cryde  in  the  strot4>,  *  see,  Troilas 
Hath  right  now  put  to  flight  the  Grekes 

ronte ! ' 
With  that  gan  al  hir  meynee  for  to  shoate, 
'  A  !  go  wo  see,  caste  up  the  latis  wyde  ; 
For  thnrgh  this  strote  he  moot  to  palays 

ryde ;  616 

80.  For  other  wey  is  fro  the  yate  noon 
Of  Dardanns,  thor  open  is  tho  choyne.' 
With  that  com  ho  and  al  his  folk  anoon 
An  Gsy  pas  rydinge,  in  routes  twejmc,  620 
Right  as  his  happy  day  was,  sooth  to  soyne, 
For  which,  men  say,  may  nought  dis- 
turbed be 
That  shal  bitydon  of  necessitoe. 

00.  This  Troilus  sat  on  his  bayo  stede, 
Al  armed,  save  his  heed,  ful  richely,    635 
And  wounded  was  his  hors,  and  gan  to 

blede, 
On  whiche  he  rood  a  pas,  ful  softoly ; 
But  swich  a  knightly  sightc,  trcwely. 
As  was  on  him,  was  nought,  with-outen 

faile,  629 

To  loke  on  Mars,  that  god  is  of  batayle. 

01.  Solyk  a  man  of  armes  and  a  knight 
Ho  was  to  seen,  iYilfild  of  heigli  prowesso; 
For  bothe  ho  haddo  a  body  and  a  might 
To  doon  that  thing,  as  wel  as  hardinesse ; 
And  eok  to  seen  him  in  his  gere  him 

drcsso,  655 

Bo  fresh,  so  yong,  so  weldy  semed  he. 
It  was  an  heven  up-on  him  for  to  see. 

0*2.  His  helm  to-hewen  was   in    twenty 

places, 
That  by  a  tissew  heug,  his  bak  bihindo, 


His  sheld  to-dasshed  was  with  swerdes 

and  maces,  640 

In  which  men   mighte  many  an  arwe 

flnde 
That  thirled  hadde  horn  and  nerf  and 

rinde; 
And  ay  the  peple  cryde,  *  here  cometh  our 

joye, 
And,   next  his  brother,  holdcro    up    of 

Troye!* 

08.  For  which  he  wex  a  litel  reed  for 

shame,  645 

Whan  he  tho  peple  up-on  him   herde 

cryon, 
That  to  biholde  it  was  a  noble  game, 
How  sobreliche  he  caste  doun  his  yCn. 
Cryseyda  gan  al  his  chore  aspj'en, 
And  leet  so  softe  it  in  hir  herte  sinke,  650 
That  to  hir-self  she  seydc,  *  who  yaf  me 
drinke?' 

04.  For  of  hir  owene  thought  she  wex  al 
reed, 

Bemembringe  hir  right  thus,  *  lo,  this  is 

he 
Which  that  myn  uncle  swereth  he  moot 

be  deed. 
But  I  on  him  have  mercy  and  pitee  ;*  6^ 
And  with  that  thought,  for  pure  a^amcd, 

she 
Oan  in  hir  heed  to  puUe,  and  that  as 

faste, 
Whyl  he  and  ol  the  peple  for-by  paste, 

05.  And  gan  to  caste  and  rollen  up  and 

doun 
With-inne    hir    thought    his    excellent 


prowesse. 


660 


And  his  estat,  and  also  his  renoun, 
His  wit,  his  shap,  and  oek  his  gcntilesso ; 
But  most  hir  favour  was,  for  his  distresse 
Was  al  for  hir,  and  thoughte  it  was  a 

routhe 
To  sloon  swich  oon,  if  that  he  mento 

trouthe.  665 

06.  Now  mighte  som  envyous  jangle  thus, 
*  This  was  a  sodeyn  love,  how  mighte  it  bo 
That  she  so  lightly  lovede  Troilus 
Right  for  the  firsts  sighte ;  ye,  pardee  ?* 
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Xow  \rho-so  seyth   so,  moto   he    novcr 
thoe !  670 

For  every  thixii?,  a  f^inning  hath  it  nedo 
£r  ol  bo  wTooght,  with-onten  any  drede. 

07.  For  I  soy  nought  that  she  ho  sodoynly 
Yaf  him  hir  love,  bat  that  she  gan  oncljmo 
To  lyko  him  first,  and  I  have  told  yow 
why;  675 

And  after  that,  his  manhod  and  his  p>'no 
Made  love  with-inne  hir  for  to  myne, 
For  which,  by  proces  and  by  good  servj'se. 
He  gat  hir  love,  and  in  no  sodeyn  wyso. 

99.  And  also  blisfnlVcnnSfWclaraycd,  6.^0 
Sat  in  hir  seventho  hous  of  hevene  tho. 
Disposed  wel,  and  with  aspectes  jiayed, 
To  helpen  sely  Troilns  of  his  wo. 

And,  sooth  to  scyn,  she  nas  nat  al  a  fo 
To  Troilns  in  his  nativitee  ;  685 

God  woot  that  wel  tho  soner  speddo  he. 

00.  Xow  lat  ns  stinto  of  Troilns  a  throwo, 
That  rydcth  forth,  and  lat  ns  toume  fasto 
Un-to  Criseyde,  that  hong  hir  heed  fnl 

lowe, 
Thor^as  she  sat  allone,  and  g^n  to  caste  690 
Wher-on  she  woldo  apoynto  hir  at  tho 

lastc. 
If  it  so  were  hir  eem  no  woldo  cosse. 
For  Troilns,  np-on  hir  for  to  prossc. 

100.  And,  lonl !  so  slio  gan  in  hir  thonght 
aigue 

In  this  matero   of  which    I   liave  yow 

told,  695 

And  what  to  doon  best  were,  and  what 

eschne. 
That  plyted  she  ful  ofte  in  many  foliL 
Xow  was  hir  herto  warm,  now  was  it  cold, 
And  what  she  thoughto  somwhat  shal  I 

wryte, 
As  to  myn  anctor  listoth  for  to  cndy to.  yt  x> 

101.  She  thonghte  wol,  that  Troilus  x>cr- 
s<mo 

She  know  by  sighto  and  ook  his  gentil- 

IvSSG, 

And  thns  she  seydo,  *  al  were  it  nought  to 

done. 
To  grannto  him  love,  yet,  fur  liis  worthi- 

nessc, 


It  were  honour,  with  plej'  and  with  glad- 
nosso,  705 

In  honostoc,  with  swich  a  lord  to  delo, 
For  myn  ostat,  and  also  for  his  hclo. 

102.  Eok,  wol  wot  I  my  kingos  sono  is  ho; 
And  sith  ho  Iinth  to  soo  mc  ttwicli  dclyt. 
If  I  woldo  utterly  his  sighto  floe,  710 

Parauntcr  ho  mighto  have  mo  in  dispyt, 
Thurgh  whicli  I  mighto  stondo  in  worse 

plj-t; 
Xow  woro  I  wj-B,  mo  hato  to  purchace, 
With-outon  nedo,  thcr  I  may  stondo  in 

grace? 

lOD.  In  every  thing,   I  woot,   thcr  lyth 
mesuro.  715 

For  though  a  man  forbe<lo  dronkcnesso. 
Ho  nought  for-bot  that  overj*  croaturo 
Bo  drinkoleos  fr>r  ulwoy,  as  I  gesso  ; 
Eok  sith  I  woot  for  mo  is  his  distrcsso, 
I  no  oughte  not  for  that  thing  him  des- 
pyse,  720 

Sith  it  is  sr>,  ho  moneth  in  good  w>i«). 

104.  And  cek    I   kuowo,  of  longo    tyirio 

ngoou, 
His  thowes  g<xHlo,  and  that  ho  is  not  nyco. 
Xo  avauntour,  seyth  men,  certoin,  is  ho 


noon; 


^5 


To  wys  is  ho  to  do  so  gret  a  vyco  ; 
Xo  als  I  nol  him  never  so  chcrycc, 
That  ho  may  make  avaunt,  by  juste  cause; 
Ho  shal  menovor  binde  in  swiche  a  clause. 

lOo.  Xow  set  a  cas,  tho  hardest  is,  y-wis. 
Men  mighten  demo  that  ho  lovoth  mo :  730 
What  dishonour  wore  it  un-to  me,  this  ? 
May  I  him  lotto  of  that  ?  why  nay,  pardee ! 
I  knowe  also,  and  alday  hero  and  see, 
Men  lovon  wommen  ul  this  toun  alxnite  ; 
Bo  they  tho  wers?  why,  nay,  with-onten 
douto.  735 

lOG.  I  thonk  eok  Ijow  ho  able  13  for  t«> 

linvo 
Of  al  this  noblo  toun  the  thriftiecte. 
To  boon  his  love,  so  she  hir  honour  save; 
For  out  and  out  ho  is  the  worthioste,    730 
Save  only  Ector,  which  that  is  the  l>este. 
And  jot  his  lyf  ol  Ij-th  now  in  my  cure. 
But  swich  is  love,  and  eok  myn  nvonturo. 
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107.  No  me  to  love,  a  wonder  is  it  nought ; 
For  wcl  wot  I  my-self,  so  god  mo  spedc, 
Al  woldc  Ithat  noon  wist6  of  this  thought, 
I  am  oon  iho  layrosto,  out  of  d redo,  746 
And  goodlioste,  who-so  takoth  hedc ; 
And  so  men  soyn  in  al  the  toun  of  Troye. 
*  What  wonder  i  j  it  thou'^h  ho  of  mo  havo 
joye  ? 

1C8.  I  am  myn  owcno  woman,  wcl  at  ese, 
I  thankc  it  gfotl,  as  alter  myn  cstat ;  751 
Bight  yong,  and  stonde  untoyd  in  lusty 

lesc, 
With-outon  jalousyo  or  swich  debat ; 
Shal  noon  housbondo  seyn  to  me  "chek- 

mat!" 
For  cither  they  ben  ful  of  jaloii^e,        755 
Or  maistcrful,  or  loven  novelrye, 

109.  What  shal  I  doon?  to  what  fyn  live 
I  thus? 

Shal  I  nat  loven,  in  cas  if  that  me  l^tto? 
What,  par  dieux !  I  am  nought  religious ! 
And  though  that  I  myn  herte  sctte  at 

reste  760  j 

Uix>n  this  knight,  that  is  the  worthicste. 
And  kepc  alwcy  myn  honour  and  my 

name, 
By  alio  right,  it  may  do  mo  no  shame.* 

110.  But  right  as  whan  the  sonne  shyneth 
brighto. 

In  March,  that  chaungcth  ofte  tyme  his 

face,  765 

And  that  a  cloud  is  put  with  wind  to 

ilighto 
Which  over-sprat  the  sonno  as  for  a  space, 
A  cloudy  thought  gan  thorugh  hir  soule 

pace. 
That  over-spraddo  hir  brighto  thoughtes 

alio, 
So  that  for  foro  almost  she  gan  to  falle.  770 

111.  That  thought  was  this,   *  alias!  sin 
I  am  free, 

Sliolde  I  now  love,  and  putte  in  jupartye 
My  sikornesse,  and  thrallen  libortoo  ? 
Alias!  how  dorsto  I  thenken  tluit  folye? 
]^I.iy  I  nought  wel  in  other  folk  aspye     775 
ITir  dredful  joyo,  hir  constrcynt,  and  hir 

pcync  ? 
Thor  loveth  noon,  that  sho  nath  why  to 

pleyno. 


112.  For  love  is  yet  the  moste  stormy  lyf, 
Bight  of  him-self,  that  ever  was  bigonne ; 
For  over  som  mistrust,  or  nyce  stryf,  78*  > 
Thor  is  in  love,  som   cloud  is  over  the 

Sonne : 
Thor-to  wo  wrccchcd  wommen  no-thiujcj 

conne. 
Whan  us  is  wo,  but  wepe  and  sitto  ancl 

thinko ; 
Our  wrocho   is  this,  our   owene    wo   to 

drinkc. 

113.  Also  these  wikkcd  tonges  been  so 
prcst  785 

To  spoke  us  harm,  cek  men  be  so  untrcwe. 
That,  right  anoon  as  cessed  is  hir  lest, 
So  cesseth  love,  and  forth  to  lovo  a  newc : 
But  harm  y-doon,  is  doon,  who-so  it  rcwe. 
For  though  these  men  for  love  hem  first 
to-rendo,  790 

Ful  sharp  biginning  breketh  ofte  at  endc. 

114.  How  oft-o  tymo  hatli  it  y-knowen  be, 
The  treson,  that  to  womman  hath  bo  do? 
To  what  fyn  is  swich  lovo,  I  can  nat  sec. 
Or  whor  bicomth  it,  whan  it  is  ago ;      795 
Ther  is  no  wight  that  woot,  I  trowe  so, 
Wher  it  bycomth;    lo,    no  wight  on   it 

sporncth  ; 
That  orst  was  no-thing,  in-to  nought  it 
tornetli. 

115.  How  bisy,  if  I  lovo,  eek  moste  I  be 
To  plescn  hem  that  jangle  of  love,  and 

dcmen,  8cx> 

And  coye  hem,  that  they  sey  non  harm  of 

me? 
For  though  ther  bo  no  cause,  yet  hem 

somen 
Al  bo  for  harm  that  folk  hir  freendes 

quomen ; 
And  who  maystoppen  every  wikke<ltonge, 
Or  soun  of  belles  whyl    that    they    be 

ronge?'  805 

1 10.  And  after  that,  hir  thought  bigan  to 

clere, 
And    seyde,    'ho    wliich    that    no-thing 

undcr-takcth, 
No-thing  no  achovcth,   bo  him  looth  or 

derc* 
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And  with  an  other  thought  hir  herte 

qaaketh ; 
Than    slejioth    hope,    and    after    drood 

awaketh ;  810 

Now  hoot,  now  cold ;  but  thus,  bi-twixen 

tweyo, 
Sho  rist  hir  up,  and  went  hir  for  to  pleye. 

117.  Adoun  the  steyre  anoon-right   tho 

she  wcnto 
In>to  the  gardin,  with  hir  necea  three, 
And  up  and  doun  thor  made  many  a 

wonte,  815 

Flezipi>e,  she,  Tharbo,  and  Antigone, 
To  ph:ycn,  that  it  joyo  was  to  see ; 
And  othore  of  hir  wommcn,  a  gret  route, 
Hir  folwcdo  in  the  gardin  al  aboute. 

1  IS.  This  yerd  was  large,  and  rayled  alle 

the  alcyes,  8ao 

And    shadwed  wel  with    blosmy  bowes 

grene, 
And  benched  newo,  and  souded  alle  the 

weycs, 
lu  which  she  walketh  arm  in  arm  bi- 

twene ; 
Til  at  tho  laste  Antigone  the  shene 
G an  on  a  Trojan  song  to  singe  clere,     825 
That  it  on  hoven  was  hir  voys  to  here. — 

1 19.  Sho  soydo,  *  O  lo\'e,  to  whom  I  have 
and  shal 

Ben  humble  subgit,  trewo  in  myn  entente. 
As  I  best  can,  to  yow,  lord,  yeve  ich  al 
For  over-moro,  myn  hortcslust  to  rente.  830 
For  never  yet  thy  grace  no  wight  sente 
So  blistVil  cause  as  me,  my  lyf  to  lede 
In  alio  joye  and  seurtee,  out  of  drede. 

120.  Ye,  blisful  god,  hon  me  so  wel  beset 
In  love,  y-wis,  that  al  that  bereth  lyf  835 
Imaginen  ne  cowdo  how  to  ben  bet ; 
For,  lord,  with-outen  jalousyo  or  stiyf, 

I  love  oon  which  that  is  most  ententyf 
To  Bcrven  wel,  unwery  or  unfeyned, 
That  ever  was,  and  leest  with  harm  dis- 
treyned.  840 

121.  As  he  that  is  the  welleof  worthinesse, 
Of  troatho  ground,  mirour  of  goodliheed, 
Of  wit  Appollo,  stoon  of  sikemossc. 

Of  vert  n  rote,  of  lust  findore  and  heed, 


Thurgh  which  is  alio  sorwo  fro  mo  deed,  845 
Y-wis,  I  love  him  best,  so  doth  ho  mo ; 
Now  good  thrift  have  ho,  whcr-so  that  ho 
be! 

122.  Whom  sholdo  I  thanko  but  yow,  go<l 
of  lovo, 

Of  al  this  blisse,  in  which  to  batho  I 

ginno  ? 
And  thanked  be  ye,  loixi,  for  that  I  lovo !  85) 
This  is  the  righto  lyf  tliat  I  am  inno. 
To  fiemcn  alle  manero  \'yco  and  sinno  : 
This  doth  mo  so  to  vertu  for  to  enteude. 
That  day  by  day  I  in  my  wil  amende. 

123.  And  who-Bo  se^-th  that  for  to  lovo  is 
^Tco,  «55 

Or  thraldom,  though  he  felo  in  it  dis- 

tresse, 
He  outher  is  cnvyous,  or  right  nycc, 
Or  is  unmighty,  for  his  shrowedncsse, 
To  loven;  for  swich  manor  folk,  I  gosse, 
Dofamcn  love,  as  no-tliing  of  him  knowo ; 
They  spoken,  but  thoy  bento  never  his 

bo  wo.  861 

124.  What  is  the  sonno  wers,  of  kindo 
righte. 

Though  that  a  man,  for  fublesso  of  liis 

May  nought    cnduro    on    it    to  soe  f<^r 

brighte? 
Or  love  the  wers,  though  wrecchcs  on  it 

cryen  ?  865 

No  wele  is  worth,  that  may   no  sorwe 

dry  en. 
And  for-thy,  who  that  hath  an  heed  of 

verre. 
Fro  cast  of  stones  war  him  in  tho  werro  I 

12o.  But  I  with  al  myn  herte  and  al  my 
might,  869 

As  I  have  seyd,  wol  love,  un-to  my  loste. 
My  dero  herte,  and  al  m>ni  owene  knight, 
In  which  myn  herte  growen  is  so  fosto, 
And  his  in  me,  that  it  shal  over  loste. 
Al  dredde  I  first  to  love  him  to  biginne. 
Now  woot  I  wel,  ther  is  no  peril  inne.'   875 

126.  And  of  hir  song  right  with  that  word 
she  stentc. 


And  therwith-ol, 
seyde, 

3 


'now,  nece,'  quod  Cri- 
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'Who  made  this  song  with  so  good  en- 
tente?* 
Antigone  answcrde  onoon,  and  seyde, 
'  Ma  damo,  y-wis,  the  goodlicste  mayde  880 
Of  greet  ostat  in  al  the  toun  of  Troye ; 
And  let  hir  lyf  in  most  honour  and  joye.' 

127.  *Forsothc,  so  it  scmcth  by  hir  song,' 
Quod  tho  Criseyde,  and  gan  ther-with  to 

S3'ke, 
And  soyde,  'lord,  is  there  swich  blisse 

among  88$ 

These  lovers,  as  they  conne  faire  ondyte?  * 
'Ye,  wis,'  quod  fresh  Antigone  the  "whyte, 
'For  alle  the  folk  that  han  or  been  on  lyve 
No  conne  wel  tho  blisse  of  love  discryve. 

128.  But  weno    ye    that  every  wroccho 
woot  890 

The  parfit  blisse  of  love?  why,  nay,  y-wis  j 
They  wen  en  al  be  love,  if  oon  bo  hoot; 
Do  wey,  do  wey,  they  woot  no- thing  of 

this  I 
Men  mosten  axe  at  sejoitcs  if  it  is 
Aught   fair  in   hevene;    why?   for  they 

conne  telle ;  895 

And  axon  fcndes,  is  it  foul  in  hclle.* 

129.  Criseyde  un-to  that  purpos  nought 
answerdc. 

But  seydo,   'y-wis,  it   wol    bo   night  as 

fasto.' 
But  everj'  word  which  that  she  of  hir 

horde. 
She  gan  to  prcnten  in  hir  hcrte  faste ;  900 
And  ay  gan  love  hir  lasse  for  to  agaste 
Than  it  dide  erst,  and  sinken  in  hir  herte. 
That  she  wox  somwhat  able  to  converte. 

130.  The dayes honour,  and  tho  hevencsy?, 
Tho  nightes  fo,  al  this  clepe  I  the  sonne,  91)5 
Qan  wcstren  laste,  and  dounward  for  to 

wrv'e. 
As  ho  that  haddo  his  dayes  cours  y-ronne ; 
And  whyte  thinges  wexen  dimme  and 

donno 
For  lak  of  light,  and  sterres  for  to  appere, 
That  she  and  al  hir  folk  in  wente  y-fere. 

181 .  So  whan  it  lyked  hir  to  goon  to  restc. 

And   voyded    weren    they   that   voyden 

oughte,  91  i 


Sho  seyde,  that  to  slepe  wel  hir  leste. 
Hir  wommen  sone  til  hir  bed  hir  brough tc. 
Whan  al  was  bust,  than  lay  sho  stille,  and 
thoughte  <>i5 

Of  al  this  thing  the  manero  and  tho  w^'se. 
Beherce  it  ncdeth  nought,  for  ye  ben  wy so. 

182.  A  nightingale,  upon  a  codrc  g^no, 
Under  the  chambro-wal  thcr  as  she  lay, 
Ful  loude  sang  aycin  tho  mone  shone,  920 
Paraunter,  in  his  briddes  wyse,  a  lay 

Of  love,  that  made  hir  herto  fresh  and  gay. 
That  herkncd  sho  solong^  in  good  entente. 
Til  at  the  laste  the  dede  sleep  hir  honto. 

183.  And,  as  she  sloop,  anoon-right  tho 
hir  mette,  9^5 

How  that  an  egle,  fetherod  whyt  as  boon, 
Undea-hir  brest  his  longe  clawos  setto, 
And  out  hir  herto  ho  rente,  and  that 

a^noon. 
And  dide  his  herte  in-to  hir  brest  to  goon, 
Of  which  sho  nought  agroos  ne  no-thing 

smortc,  030 

And  forth  ho  flcigh,  with  herto  left  for 

herte. 

134.  Now  lat  hir  slope,  and  we  our  talcs 
holde 

Of  Troilus,  that  is  to  p«deys  riden. 
Fro  the  scarmuch,  of  the  whicho  I  toldo. 
And  in  his  chambre  sit,  and  hath  abidon 
Til  two  or  three  of  h is  messages  ycden  936 
For  Pandarus,  and  soughten  him  ful  fasto. 
Til  they  him  founde,  and  broughte  him  at 
the  laste. 

135.  This  Pandarus  com  Icping  in  at  ones 
And  seido  tlius,  'who  hath  ben  wol  y-beto 
To-day  with  swordcs,   and  with  elingo- 

stones,  1)41 

But  Troilus,  that  hath  caught  him  an 

heto?' 
And  gan  to  jax>o,  and  so^'dc,  '  lord,  so  ye 

swete! 
But  rys,  and  lat  us  soui)o  and  go  to  reste;* 
And  he  answcrde  him,  '  do  we  as  thee 

leste.'  945 

136.  With  al  the  haste  goodly  that  they 
mighto. 

They  spedde  hem  Iro  tho  souper  un-to 
bcdde; 
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And  every  wight  ont  nt  the  dore  him 

dighte, 
And  wher  him  list   npon   his    wey  ho 

Bpeddo  ; 
But   Trmlno,    that    thonghte    hifi    horto 

bledde  950 

For  wo,  til  that  he  herde  som  tydinge, 
He  soyde,   ^frocnd,  shal  I  now  wepe  or 

singe? ' 

137.  Qaod  Pandams,  'ly  stille,  and  lat  me 
slepe, 

And  don  thyn  hood,  thy  nedcs  spedde  bo ; 
And  chesc,  if  thou  wolt  sLngo  or  daunce  or 

lepe ;  955 

At  shorte  wordes,  thow  shalt  trowo  mo. — 

Sire,  my  uece  wol  do  wel  by  thee, 

And  love  thee  best,  by  god  and  by  my 

trout  ho, 

Bnt  lak  of  pursuit  make  it  in  thy  slouthe. 

138.  For  thus  fcrforth  I  have  thy  work 
bigonne,  960 

Fro  day  to  day,  til  this  day,  by  the  morwe, 
Uir  love  of  frcendship  havo  I   to  thee 

wonno, 
And  also  hath  she  Icyd  hir  feyth  to  borwe. 
Algate  a  foot  is  hameled  of  thy  sorwe.' 
What  sholde  I  lenger  sermon  of  itholde? 
As  ye  han  herd  bifore,  al  he  him  toldo.  966 

139.  Bat  right  as  floures,  thorugh   the 
colde  of  night 

Y-<do8ed,  stoupen  on  hir  stalkcs  lowe, 
Bedrcsscn  horn  a-yein  the  sonne  bright, 
And  sproden  on  hir  kinde  cours  by  rowe ;  ; 
Bight  so  gan  tho  his  eyen  up  to  throwo  971 
This  Troilus,  and  seyde,  *  O  Venus  dere. 
Thy  might,  thy  grace,  y-heried  be  it  here  ! ' 

140.  And  to  Pandarc  ho  held  up  bothe  his 
hondes,  | 

And  seyde,  *■  lord,  al  thyn  be  that  I  have ;  975 
For  I  am  hool,  al  brosten  been  my  bondes ;  ' 
A  thousand  Troians  who  so  that  me  yave, 
Eche  after  other,  god  so  wis  me  save, 
Xe  mighte  me  so  gladen ;  lo,  myn  herte. 
It  sprcdeth  so  for  joyc,  it  wol  to-sterte !   980 

141.  But  lord,  how  shal  I  doon,  how  shal 
I  liven? 

Wban  shal  I  next  my  dere  herte  see  ? 


How  shal  this  longe  tymo  a-wey  be  driven. 
Til  that  thou  be  ayein  at  hir  fro  me  ? 
Thou  mayst  unswore,  '*a-byd,  a-byd,"  but 
he  9^5 

Thathangeth  by  the  nokke,  sooth  to  scyno, 
In  g^te  diseso  abydeth  for  the  peyne.' 

142.  '  Al  esily,  now,  for  tho  love  of  Marte,' 
Quod   Pandarus,  '  for  every  thing  Itath 

tyme ;  9K9 

So  longe  abyd  til  that  the  night  departe; 
For  al  so  siker  as  thow  lyst  liero  by  me. 
And  god  tofom,  I  wol  bo  there  at  prjTno, 
And  for  thy  werk  souiwhat  as  I  shal  seyo. 
Or  on  som  other  wight  this  charge  leyc. 

143.  For  pardeo,   god   wot,   I  liave  ever 

yit  995 

Ben  rody  thoo  to  servo,  and  to  tliis  night 

Have  I  nought  fajnied,  but  emforth  my 

wit 
Don  al  thy  lust,  and  shal  with   nl    my 

might. 
Do  now  as  I  shal  soye,  and  fare  a-right ; 
And  if  thou  nilt,  wyte  al  thy-self  thy  caro, 
On  me  is  nought  along  thyn  y  vol  fare,  looi 

144.  I  woot  wel  that  thow  wyser  art  than  I 
A  thousand  ibid,  but  if  I  were  as  thou, 
God  helpo  mo  so,  as  I  woldo  outrcly, 
Bight  of  m3'n    owcno   bond,    wi-yte   hir 

right  now  1005 

A  lettre,  in  which  I  woldo  hir  tcllcn  how 
I  ferdo  amis,  and  hir  boseche  of  routho  ; 
Now  help  tliy-self,  and  lovo  it  not  for 

slouthe. 

145.  And  I  my-self  slial  tlier-with  to  hir 
goon  ; 

And  whan  thou  wost  that  I  am  with  hir 
there,  1010 

Worth  thou  up-on  a  courser  right  anoon, 
Yo,  hardily,  right  in  thy  bcste  gore. 
And  ryd  lorth  by  tho  place,  as  nought  no 

were. 
And  thou  shalt  finde  us,  if  I  may,  sittingo 
At  som  windowc,  in-to  the  strete  lokinge. 

14(3.  And  if  thee  list,  than  maystow  us 
Siduwc,  1016 

And  up-ou  me  makS  thy  contcnaunce  ; 
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But,  hy  thy  lyf,  be  war  and  fast©  oschnwo 
To  tarion  oug^ht,  god  shildo  us  fro  mis- 

channco ! 
Ryd  forth  thy  wey,  and  hold  thy  govem- 

aunco ;  1010 

And  wo  shal  speko  of  thoe  som-whatf  I 

trowo, 
Whan  thou  art  goon,  to  do  thyne  erea 

glowo ! 

147.  Touching  thy  lettre,  thou  art  wya 
y-nongh,  1023 

I  woot  thow  nilt  it  digneliche  endyto  ; 
As  make  it  with  thise  argumentes  tough  ; 
Ne  Bcrivenish  or  craftily  thou  it  wryto ; 
Boblotto  it  witli  thy  teres  cek  a  lyte  ; 
And  if  thou  wryte  a  goodly  word  al  softe, 
Though  it  be  good,  reherce  it  not  to  ofbe. 

14S.  For  though  the  boste  harpour  upon 
lyve  1030 

Wolde  on  the  bcste  souned  joly  harpe 
That  ever  was,  with  alle  his  fingres  fyve, 
Touche  ay  o  strong,  or  ay  o  werbul  harpe, 
Were  his  nayles  poynted  never  so  sharpe. 
It  shulde  makon  every  wight  to  dulle,  1035 
To  here  his  glee,  and  of  his  strokes  fulle. 

149.  No  jompre  eek  no  discordaunt  thing 
y-fere. 

As  thus,  to  uson  termes  of  phisyk ; 
In  loves  termes,  hold  of  thy  matero 
The  forme  alwey,  and    do    that   it   bo 
lyk ;  1040 

For  if  a  peyntour  woldo  i)eynte  a  pyk 
With  asses  foot,  and  hede  it  as  an  ape. 
It  cordoth  nought ;  so  nere  it  but  a  jape.' 

150.  This  counseyl  lyked  wel  to  Troilus; 
But,  as  a  dreedful  lover,  ho  seyde  this  : — 
*  Alias,  my  dcre  brother  Pandarus,       1046 
I  am  ashamed  for  to  wryte,  y-wis, 

Lest  of  m}m  innocence  I  scyde  a-mis, 
Or  that  she  nolde  it  for  dospyt  rccoyve ; 
Thanno  were  I  deed,  thcr  mighte  it  no- 
thing weyve.'  1050 

151.  To  that  Pandare  answcrde,  *  if  thee 
lest. 

Do  that  I  soyo,  and  lat  mo  therwith  goon ; 
For  by  that  lord  that  formed  est  and  west, 
I  hox>e  of  it  to  bringe  answere  anoon 


Hight  of  hir  hond,  and  if  that  thou  nilt 


noon. 
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Lat  be  ;  and  sor^'  mote  he  boon  his  l^'ve, 
Aycins   thy  lust   that   holpoth   thee   to 
thr>*vo.* 

152.  Quo<l  Troilus, '  Depardieux^  I  nsscuto ; 
Sin  that  thee  list,  I  will  aryso  and  wi^'to ; 
And  blisful  grxl    preye  ich,   with   good 

entente,  ic)5u 

The  yyage^  and  the  lettre  I  shal  endyte. 
So  spede  it ;  and  thou,  Minerva,  tho  whyte, 
Yif  thou  me  wit  my  lettre  to  devyso  :' 
And  sette  him  doun,  and  wroot  right  in 

this  wyse. — 

153.  First  ho  g^n  hir  his    righto  lady 
calle,  1065 

His  hortes  lyf,  his  lust,  his  sorwos  Icchc, 

His  blissc,  and  eek  this  othero  termes 
j  alio, 

I  That  in  swich  cas  these  loveros  alio  soche ; 
I  And  in  ful  humble  wyse,  as  in  his  specho, 

He  gan  him  rocomaunde  un-to  hir  grace; 

To  telle  al  how,  it  axeth  muchel  space.  107 1 

154.  And  after  this,   ftil    lowly    ho   hir 
prayde 

To  Ix)  nought  wrooth,  though  he,  of  his 

folye. 
So  hardy  was  to  hir  to  wrjrto,  and  scyde, 
That  love  it  made,  or  cUcs  mosto  he  dye, 
And  pitously  gan  mercy  for  to  cryo  ;    1076 
And  after  that  he  seyde,  and  ley  ful  Inudo, 
Him-self  was  litel  worth,  and  Icsso  ho 

coude ; 


155.  And  that  she  sholde  han  his  conning 

excused. 
That  litel  was,  and  eek  he  dreddo  hir  so, 
And  his  unworthinesse  he  ay  acused ;  1081 
And  after  that,  than  gan  he  telle  his  wo; 
But  that  was  endeles,  with-outcn  ho 
And  seyde,  he  wolde  in  trouthe  alwey  him 

holdo ; — 


And  radde 
folde. 


it  over,  and  gan 


the  lettre 
1085 


i  156.  And  with  his  salto  teres  gan  ho  bathe 
j  Tlie  ruby  in  his  signet,  and  it  sette 
I  Upon  the  wex  deliverliche  and  rathe ; 
I  Ther-with  a  thousand  tymes,  cr  ho  lette, 
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He  kisto  tho  tho  lottro  that  ho  shette,  1090 
And  seycle,  '  Icttre,  a  bllBfol  destenee 
Thoo  sbapen  is,  my  lady  shol  thco  see.' 

157.  This  Pandnro  took  the  lettre,  and 
that  by  tymo 

A-morwe,  and  to  his  neces  paloys  sterte, 
And  fasto  lie  swoor,  that  it  was  passed 

prymo,  1095 

And  gan  to  jape,  and  seydo,  *  y-wis,  m3ai 

hcrte, 
So  fresh  it  is,  al-tlioogh  it  soro  smcrte, 
I  may  not  slepo  never  a  Mayes  morwe ; 
I  have  a  joly  wo,  a  lusty  sorwe.* 

158.  Criseyde,  whnn  that  slio  hir  nncle 
herde,  1 100 

With  drec<lful  herte,  and  desirous  to  here 
Tlio  cause  of  his  cominfiro,  thus  answerde, 
'  Now  by  your  fej'th,  myn  uncle,'  quod 

she,  'dore. 
What  maner  windcs  gydeth  yow  now 

here  ?  1 104 

Tel  us  your  joly  wo  and  j'our  penaunce, 
How  fcrforth  bo  yo  put  in  loves  daiince.' 

159.  '  By  god,*  qu<Kl  ho,  '  I  hopjK)  alwey 
bihinde ! ' 

And  she  ttvlaugh,  it  thonghte  hir  horte 

breste. 
Qno<l  PandaruK,  *  loko  alwey  that  ye  finde 
Game  in  myn  hood,  but  horkneth,  if  yow 

leste ;  1 1 10 

Ther  is  right  now  come  in-to  tounoa  g^este, 
A  Greek  espye,  an<l  telleth  nowe  thinges, 
For  which  come  I  to  telle  yow  tydinges. 

160.  Into  tho  gardin  go  we,  and  wo  shal 
here, 

Al  prevely,  of  this  a  long  sermoun. *  1 1 15 
With  that  they  wenten  arm  in  arm  j'-foro 
In-to  tho  gardin  from  tho  chaumbro  doun. 
And  whan  that  he  so  for  was  that  the 

soun 
Of  that  he  speke,  no  man  here  mighte, 
He  seydo  hir  thus,  and  out  the  lettre 

plightc,  II30 

161.  '  Lo,  ho  that  is  al  h<M>lly  youres  free 
Him  rocomaundoth  lowly  to  your  grace, 
And  sent  to  you  this  lettro  hero  by  mo ; 
Avysoth  you  on  it,  whan  yo  ban  space, 


And  of  torn  goodly  answere  yow  pnrchaco ; 
Or,  helpo  mo  g<xl,  so  pleynly  for  to  se^'no, 
He  may  not  hmgo  liven  for  his  peyne.' 

162.  Fnl  dredfully  tho  gan  she  stondo 
stillo. 

And  took  it  nought,  but  al  hir  humblo 

chero 
Gan  for  to  chaunge,  and  seydo,  ^  scrit  no 

bille,  ii.-^o 

For  love   of  g*)d,  that  toucheth   swich 

matoro, 
Xe    bring    me    noon;    and    also,  uncla 

dere. 
To  myn  cstat  have  more  reward,  I  prcyo, 
Than  to  his  lust ;   what  sholde  I  more 

seyc? 

163.  And  loketh  now   if  this  bo  roson- 
able,  1135 

And  lottoth  nought,   for  favour  no  for 

sloutho. 
To  seyn  a  sooth ;  now  wore  it  oovonable 
To  myn  estat,  by  god,  and  by  your  troutho, 
To  taken  it,  or  to  han  of  him  routhe, 
In  harming  of  my-solf  or  in  reprove  ?   1 140 
Ber  it  a-yein,  ior  him  that  yo  on  lev©  ! ' 

164.  This   Pandams  gan  on  hir   for  to 
stare. 

And  seydo,    '  now    is   this    tho    g^ttest 

wonder 
That  ever  I  sey  !  lat  bo  this  njxo  faro  ! 
To  deethe  mote  I  smiten  bo  with  thondor, 
If,  for  the  citee  wliich    that    stondeth 

yonder,  1 146 

Woldo  I  a  lottro  un-to  yow  bringo  or  take 
To  harm  of  yow ;  what  list  yow  thus  it 

make? 

165.  But  thus  yo  faren,  wel  neigh  alio  and 
some,  1 149 

That  he  that  most  desireth  yow  to  serve, 
Of  him  ye  reecho  leest  wher  he  bicome, 
And  whether  that  ho  live  or  elles  sterve. 
But  for  al  that  tliat  ever  I  may  deserve. 
Refuse  it  nought,'  quod  he,  and  hente  hir 

fasto, 
And  in  hir  bosom  tho  lettro  doun  ho 

thrastc,  1155 
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166.  And  scydo  hir,  'now  cost  it  away 

anooTi, 
That  folk  niny  soon  and  gauren  on  us 

twoyo. ' 
QvLod  she,  '  I  can  abyde  til  they  he  goon,' 
And  gan  to  smyle,  and  scyde  him,  '  eem, 

I  proye, 
Swich  answcre  as  yow  list  yonr-self  pur- 


veye, 


1160 


For  trewoly  I  nil  no  Icttro  wrytc.' 

*  No?  than  wol  I,'  quod  ho,  'soyo  ondyt«.* 

167.  Tlienvith  sho  lough,  and  seydc,  '  go 

wo  dyno.' 
And  ho  gan  at  him-solf  to  japo  faste,  1 164. 
And  soyde,  *  noce,  I  liave  so  greet  a  pyno 
For  love,  that  every  other  day  I  faste ' — 
And  gan  his  bcsto  japes  forth  to  caste ; 
And  made  hir  so  to  laughe  at  his  folyo, 
That  sho  for  laughter  wcndo  for  to  dye. 

IGH.  And  whan  that  she  was  comcu  in-to 

halle,  1 1 70 

'  Xow,  eem,*  quod  she,  '  we  wol  go  dyae 

anoon : ' 
And  gan  some  of  hlr  women  to  hir  calle, 
And  streyght  in-to  hir  chaumbre  gan  she 

g«x>n  ; 
But  uf  hir  besinesses,  this  was  oon 
A-monges  othcro  thinges,  out  of  drodo, 
Ful  prively  this  lottro  for  to  redo  ;       1 176 

169.  Avysed  word  by  word  in  every  lyne. 
And  fond  no  lak,  she  thoughte  he  coude 

good; 
And  up  it  putte,  and  wont  hir  in  to  dyne. 
And  Pandarus,  that  in  a  study  stoorl,  i  iFo 
Er  he  was  war,  she  took  him  by  the 

hood. 
And  soyde,  'ye  were  caught  er  that  ye 

wiste  ; ' 
'  I  vouche  sauf,'  quod  he,  '  do  what  yow 

liste.' 

170.  Tho  wesshen  they,  and  sette  hem 
doun  and  etc  ; 

And  after  noon  ful  sloyly  Pandarus    1 185 
Oau  drawo  him  to  the  window  next  tho 

strete, 
And  seydc,  *  nece,  who  hath  arayed  thus 
Tho^onder  hons,  that  stant  afor-yeyu  us? ' 


'  Which  lions  ? '  quod  she,  and  gan  for  to 

biholde, 
And  knew  it  wol,  and  whos  it  was  him 

toldo,  1190 

171.  And  fillen  forth  in  speche  of  thinges 
smalo, 

And  seten  in  the  window  bothe  tweye. 
Whan  Pandarus  saw  tyme  un-to  histalo, 
And   saw   wol  that  hir  folk  were    alio 

aweyo, 
'  Now,  nece  myn,   tel  on,'   quod   ho,  '  I 

seye,  1 195 

How  lyketh  yow  the  lettre  that  ye  woot  Y 
Con  ho  ther-on?   for,  by  my  trouthe,   I 

noot.' 

172.  Therwith  al  rosy  hewed  tho  wex  sho. 
And  gan  to  hummc,  and  soyde,   'so  I 

trowe.' 

*  Aquyte  him  wol,  for  goddes  love,'  quo<l 

he ;  i^x> 

'  My-self  to  modes  wol  tho  lettre  sowe,' 
And   held   his   hondes   up,  and   sat  on 

knowe, 
'  Now,  goodo  nece,  lie  it  never  so  lyto, 
Yif  mo  the  labour,  it  to  sowe  and  plj-te.' 

173.  *Yo,  for  I  can  so  wryto,'  quod  sho 
tho ;  1205 

'  And  eok  I  noot  what  I  sholdc  to  him 
soj-e.' 

•  Nay,  nece,'  quod  Pandaro,  *  soy  not  so ; 
Yet  at  the  Icste  thanketh  him,  I  proye, 
Of  his  good  wil,  and  doth  him  not  to  deyo. 
Now  for  the  lovo  of  me,  my  neco  <loro,  1 2 10 
Refuseth  not  at  this  tymo  my  proyerc.* 

174.  '  Depar-dieuTy*  quod  sho,  *  god  lovo  al 
Ik»  wel ! 

God  helpe  me  so,  this  is  tho  firsto  lottro 
That  ever  I  wroot,  ye,  al  or  any  doL' 
And  in-to  a  closet,  for  to  a-vyse  hir  bettre. 
She  wento  allone,  and  gan  hir  herte  un- 
fettro  12 16 

Out  of  disdaynes  prison  but  a  lyto: 
And  sette  hir  doun,  and  gan  a  lettre  wryto, 

175.  Of  which  to  telle  in  sliort  is  myn 
entente  i2H) 

Tli'effect,  as  fer  as  I  can  undorstonde : — 
She  thonked  him  of  al  that  he  wel  monto 
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Towardos  hir,  but  holdon  him  in  honde 
She  uoldo   nought,  no  mnko  hir-selven 

l)onde 
In  lovo,  but  as  his  siister,  him  to  plesa, 
She  woldo  iayn ,  to  doon  his  herto  on  esc. 

17C.  Sho  shottc  it,  and  to  Pundams  gan 


goon. 


1226 


There  as  ho  sat  and  ioked  in-to  streto, 
An«l  doun  she  sette  hir  by  him  on  a  stoon 
Oi' jaspro,  up-on  a  <]uisshin  goM  y-bete, 
And  seyde,  'as  wisly  helpe  me  god  the 

groto,  lijo 

I  never  dide  a  thing  with  more  i)eyno 
Than  wry  to  this,  to  which  ye  mo  con- 

streyno ; ' 

177.  And  took  it  him :   he  thonked  hir 
and  seyde, 

*Ood  woot,  of  thing  ful  ofte  looth  bigonne 
Cometh  ende  good;  and  neco  myn,  Cri- 

seyde,  1235 

Tliat  ye  to  him  of  hard  now  ben  y-wonno 
Oughte  he  be  glad,  by  gcxl  and  yonder 

Sonne ! 
For-why    men    seyth,    "  impressioun[e^ 

lighte 
Ful  lightly  been  ay  redy  to  the  flighte." 

178.  But  ye  han  pleyetl  tyrnunt  neigh  to 
longc,  1 240 

And  hard  was  it  your  herte  for  to  grave ; 
Now  stint,  that  ye  no  longer  on  it  honge, 
Al  wolde  ye  the  forme  of  duunger  save. 
But  hastoth  yow  to  doon  him  joye  have ; 
For  trust^th  wel,  to  longe  y-doou  hard- 
nesse  1245 

Causeth  despyt  ful  often,  for  distresse.' 

179.  And  right  as  thoy   dcclamed  this 
matere, 

Lo,  Troilus,  right  at  the  strotes  ende, 
Com  ryding  with  his  tentho  some  y-fere, 
Al  Boftely,  and  thidcrward  gan  bende  1250 
Ther-as  thoy  sete,  as  was  his  wey  to  wende 
To  paleys-ward ;  andPandareliim  aspyde. 
And  seyde,  '  nece,  y-see  who  cometh  here 
ryde ! 

ISO.  O  flee  not  in,  he  seeth  us,  I  suppose ; 
Le6t  he  may  thinke  that  ye  him  eschawe.' 


'  Xay,  nay,'  quod  she,  and  wcz  as  reed  as 
rose.  1256 

With  that  ho  gan  hir  humbly  to  salawe^ 
With  drecdfid  chere,  and  ofte  his  hewos 

muwo  ; 
And  up  his  look  debonairly  he  caste, 
And  bekked  on  Pandare,  and  forth  he 
paste.  1260 

181.  Godwootifhesatonhishorsa-right, 
Or  goodly  was  bese^ni,  that  ilke  day  ! 
GKxl    woot   wher    he  was  lyk  a  manly 

knight ! 
What  sholdo  I  drecche,   or  telle  of  his 

aray? 
Criseyde,  which  that  alio  these  thingcs 

Bay,  1265 

To  teUe  in  short,  hir  lyked  al  y-fere, 
His  persone,  his  aray,  his  look,  his  chere, 

182.  His  goodly  moncre  and  his  gentil- 
lesse, 

So  wel,  that  never,  sith  that  she  was  bom, 
Ke  hadde  she  swich  routho  of  his  dis- 

tresse ;  127*1 

And  how-so  she  hath  hard  ben  her-biforn. 
To  god  hope  I,  she  hath  now  caught  a 

thorn. 
She  shal  not  pulle  it  out  this  nexte  wyke ; 
God  sonde  mo  swioh  thomes  on  to  pyke  ! 

183.  Pandare,  which  that  stood  hir  fasto 

i>y.  1275 

Felte  iren  hoot,  and  he  bigan  to  smyte, 
And  seyde,  '  nece,  I  pray  yow  hortely, 
Tel  me  that  I  shal  axen  yow  a  l>'te. 
A  womman,  that  were  of  his  deeth  to 

wyte, 
With-outen  his  gilt,  but  for  hir  lakked 

routhe,  1280 

Were  it  wel  doon  ?  *    Quod  she,  '  nay,  by 

my  trouthe ! ' 

184.  *  God  heli)e  me  so,'  quod  he,  *  ye  sey 
me  sooth. 

Ye  felen  wel  your-self  that  I  not  lye  ; 
Ix>,  yond  he  rit ! '     Quod  she,  *  ye,  so  he 

dooth.' 
'  Wel,'  quod  Pandare,  •  as  I  have  told  yow 

thrye,  1285 

Lat  be  your  nyce  shame  and  your  folye, 
And  spek  with  him  in  esing  of  his  herte ; 
Lat  nycetee  not  do  yow  bothe  smerte.' 
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185.  Bnt  ther-on  was  to  heven  and   to 
dono; 

Considered  al  thing,  it  may  not  bo  ;    1390 
And  why,  for  shamo ;  and  it  wero  eek  to 

Bono 
To  graantcn  him  so  greot  n  libertee. 
*  For  plajmly  hir  entente,*  as  seydc  she, 
Was  for  to  love  him  unwist,  if  she  mighte. 
And  guerdon  him  with  no-thing  but  with 

sighte.*  1395 

186.  Bat  Pandams  thonghte,  '  it  shal  not 
bo  so, 

If  that  I  may  ;  this  nyce  opinioun 
Shal  not  bo  holdcn  fully  ycres  two.' 
What  sholdo  I  make  of  this  a  long  sor- 

moun? 
He  mosto  ossente  on  that  conclusioun  1300 
As  for  thetyme ;  and  whan  that  it  was  eve, 
And  al  was  wol,  ho  roos  and  took  his  levo. 

187.  And  on  his  woy  ful  faste  horn  ward  he 
spedde, 

And  right  for  joye  he  felte  his  herto 

daunce; 
And  Troilus  he  fond  alone  o-bedde,  1305 
That   lay  as   dooth    those  lovoros,  in  a 

traunce, 
BItwixen  hoi>e  and  derk  descsjperaunce. 
But  Pandams,  right  at  his  in-cominge, 
He   song,   as  who  soyth,   *  lo !    sumwhat 

I  bringe.' 

188.  And  seyde,   'who  is  in   his  bed  so 
sono  13 10 

Y-bnried  thus ?'     'It  am  I,  freend,'  quod 

he. 
'Who,   Troilus?    nay  helpe  me  so   the 

mono,* 
Qnod  Pandams, '  thou  shalt  aryse  and  see 
A  charme  that  was  sent  right  now  to  thee. 
The  which  can  helen  thee  of  thyn  ac- 

cc*8se,  1315 

If  thou  do  forth- with  al  thy  besinesse.* 

189.  'Ye,    through  the  might  of  god!* 
quod  Troilus. 

And  Pandams  gan  him  the  lettre  take, 
And  seyde,  '  pardec,  god  hath  holpcn  us  ; 
Have  here  a  light,  and  loke  on  al  this 
blake.*  1320 

But  ofto  gan  the  herto  glade  and  quake 


Of  Troilus,  whyl  that  he  gan  it  rede. 

So  as  the  wordes  yave  him  hope  or  drodo. 

190.  But  fynally,  he  took  al  for  the  besto 
That  she  him  wroot,  for  sumwhat  ho  bi- 

held  1325 

On  which,  him  thoughte,  he  mighto  his 

herto  reste, 
Al  covered  she  the  wordes  under  shold. 
Thus  to  the  more  worthy  part  ho  held. 
That,  what  for  hope  and   Pandams  bi- 

heste. 
His  grete  wo  for-yede  he  at  the  Icste.  1330 

191.  But  as  we  may  alday  our-sclvcn  see. 
Through  more  wo<le  or  col,  the  more  fyr; 
Bight  so  cncroes  of  hoi>c,  of  what  it  be, 
Thcrwith  fVU  ofto  encreseth  eek  de^r ; 
Or,  as  an  00k  comoth  of  a  litel  spyr,      1335 
So  through  this  lettre,  which  that  sho 

him  sente, 
Encresen  gan  desyr,  of  which  he  brentc. 

192.  Whcrforo  I  soye  alwcy,  tliat  day  and 
night 

This  Troilus  gan  to  desiren  moro 

Than  he  dide  erst,  thurgh  hope,  and  diilo 

his  might  1340 

To  pressen  on,  as  by  Pandams  lore, 
And  wryten  to  hir  of  his  sorwes  sore 
Pro  day  to  day  ;  ho  loot  it  not  refreydc. 
That  by  Pandare  he  wroot  somwhat  or 

seyde ; 

198.  And  dido  also  his  othere  ol)8cr- 
vaunoes  1345 

That  to  a  lovere  longeth  in  this  cas ; 

And,  after  that  these  dees  tnmede  0:1 
chaunces, 

So  was  he  outher  glad  or  seyde  '  alias ! ' 

And  held  after  his  gestes  ay  his  pas  ; 

And  aftir  swiche  answeres  as  he  haddc, 

So  were  his  dajres  sory  outher  gladde.    1 35 1 

1 94.  But  to  Pandare  alwey  was  his  rccours. 
And  pitously  gan  ay  til  him  to  plcync, 
And   him   bisoughte  of   rede   and   som 

socours; 
And  Pandams,  that  soy  his  wode  poync, 
Wcx  wel  neigh  deed  for  routhe,  sooth  to 

seyne,  1356 
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And  bisily  with  al  his  herto  caste 

Som  of  his  wo  to  slocn,  and  that  as  faste ; 

J 95.  And  seydc,  'lord,  and  freend,  and 

brother  <lere, 
God  woot  that  thy  disese  doth  mo  wo.  1560 
But  woltow  stinton  al  this  wofnl  cherc, 
And,  by  my  tnmthe,  or  it  Iw  dayes  two, 
And  god  to-forn,  yet  shal  I  shape  it  so. 
That  thou  shalt  come  in-to   a  cortayn 

place, 
Tlier-as  thou  mayst  thy-self  hir  preye  of 

grace.  1365 

190.  And  certainly,  I  noot  if  thou  it  wost. 
But  tho  tliat  been  expert  in  love  it  seye, 
It  is  oon  of  the  thinges  that  furthoreth 

most, 
A  man  to  have  a  leyser  for  to  preye, 
And  siker  place  his  wo  for  to  biwreye ;  1370 
For  in  good  herte  it  moot  som  roatho 

impresse. 
To  here  and  see  the  giltlos  in  distresse. 

197.  Parauntcr  thenkestow :    though  it 
be  so 

That  kiude  wolde  doon  hir  to  biginne 
Tohananmner  rontheup-onmy  wo,    1375 
Sej'th   Daunger,   *'Nay,   thou    shalt  me 

never  winno ; 
So  reuleth  hir  hir  hert<»  goost  with-inno. 
That,  though  she  bendc,  yet  she  stant  on 

rote ; 
What  in  effect  is  this  un-to  my  bote  ?" 

198.  Tlienk  here-ayeins,  whan  that  tho 
sturdy  00k,  1380 

On  which   men  hakketh    ofte,   for   the 

nones, 
Recejrved  hath  the  happy  falling  strook. 
The  grete  swcigh  doth  it  come  al  at  ones, 
As  <loon  these  rokkes  or  these  milne-stones. 
F'or  swifter  cours  cometh  thing  that  is  of 

wighte,  1385 

Whan  it  descendeth,  than  don  thinges 

lighte. 

199.  And  reed  that  boweth  doun  for  every 
blast, 

Pul  lightly,  cesse  wind,  it  wol  aryso  ; 
But  so  nil  not  an  00k  whan  it  is  cast ; 
Itnedeth  me  nought  thee  longe  to  forl^srse. 


Men  shal  rejoysen  of  a  greet  emprj'so  1 39 1 
Acheved  wcl,  and  stant  with-outen  doutc, 
Al  han  men  been  the  lenger  ther-aboute. 

200.  But,  Troilus,  yot  tel  me,  if  thee  lest, 
A  thing  now  which  that  I  shal   axon 

thee;  i395 

Which  is  thy  brother  that  thou  lovost 

best 
As  in  thy  vcrray  hertes  privetee  ?  * 
'  Y-wis,  my  brother  Deiphebus,'  quod  ho. 
*N'ow,*  quod  Pandare,  *or  houres  twyes 

twelve, 
He  shal  thee  ese,  unwist  of  it  him-selvo. 

201.  Now  lat  me  allone,  and  werken  as 
I  may,'  1401 

Quod  he ;  and  to  Deiphebus  wente  he  tho 
Which  haddo  his  lord  and  grete  frooud 

ben  ay; 
Save  Troilus,  no  man  he  lovede  so. 
To  telle  in  short,  with-outen  wordes  mo, 
Quod  Pandarus,  '  I  pray  yow  that  yo  bo 
Freend  to  a  cause  which  that  toucheth 

me.'  1407 

202.  'Yis,  iMvrdee,'  quod  Deiphebus,  'wel 
thow  wost, 

In  al  that  ever  I  may,  and  god  to-fore, 
Al  nero  it  but  for  man  I  love  most,       i4u> 
My  brother  Troilus;  but  sey  wherforo 
It  is ;  for  sith  that  day  that  I  was  bore, 
I  nas,  ne  never-mo  to  been  I  thinko, 
Ayeins  a  tiling  that  mighto  theo  for- 
thinko.' 

203.  Pandare  gan  him  thonke,  and  to 
him  seyde,  1415 

*Lo,  sire,  I  have  a  lady  in  this  toun, 
That  is  my  nece,  and  calle<l  is  Criseydo, 
Wliich  som  men  woldendoonoppressioun, 
And  wrongfully  have  hir  x>08se8sioun  : 
Wherfor  I  of  your  lordship  yow  bisecho 
To    been    our    freend,    with-oute    more 
speche.*  142 1 

204.  Deiphebus  him  answerde,  *  O,  is  not 
this, 

That     thow    sjiekest     of    to    mo    thua 

straungely, 
Criseyda,  my  freend  ?'     He  seyde,  *  Yis.* 
*Than  nedeth,'  quod  Deiphebus  hardely, 
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Na-moro  to  speke,  for  trustoth  wel,  that  I 
Wol  be  hir  cliampionn  'with  sporo  and 

yenle ;  14*7 

I  roiighto  nought  thouf^h  alio  hir  foos  it 

hcrdo 

205.  But  tol  mo,  tlinu  that  woost  al  this 
matorc, 

How  I  mijfht  host  a^•aylon  ?  now  h\t  sec.' 
Qaod  Pandarus,  '  if  j'o,  my  lord  so  dore, 
Woldon  as  now  don  this  honour  to  me, 
To  prayon  hir  to-morwe.  lo,  that  she 
Ck>m  nn-to  yow  hir  ployntos  to  devyse, 
Hir  adversaries  wohlo  of  hit  agr^-so.     1455 

206.  And  if  I  more  dorsto  prcyo  as  now. 
And  chargen  yow  to  have  so  greet  tra- 

vayle, 
To  han  som  of  your  bretheren  hero  with 

yow, 
Tliat  mightcn  to  hir  cause  bet  avaylo, 
Than,  woot  I  wel,  she  mighte  never  faylo 
For  to  be  lioli>on,  what  at  your  instaunce, 
What  with  hir  othore  freendes  govem- 

auncc'  1442 

207.  Deiphebus,  which  that  comon  was, 
of  kinde. 

To  al  honour  and  bountee  to  consentc, 
Answcrdo,  *  It  shal  be  doon ;  and  I  can 

finde  1445 

Yet  grottor  help  to  this  in  myn  ententa 
"VSTiat  wolt  thow  seyn,  if  I  for  Eleyne 

sento 
To  spoke  of  this?  I  trow  it  be  the  beste ; 
For  she  may  leden  Paris  as  hir  leste. 

208.  Of  Ector,  which  that  is  my  lord,  my 
brother,  1450 

It  nedeth  nought  to  preye  him  freend 

to  be; 
For  I  have  herd  him,  otymo  and  eek other, 
Spoke  of  Criseyde  swich  honour,  that  he 
May  seyn  no  bet,  swich  hap  to  him  hath 

she. 
It    nodcth    nought    his    hoIi)es    for    to 

cravo ;  1455 

He  shal  l>o  swich,  right  as  we  wole  him 

have. 

209.  Spek  thou  thy-self  also  to  Troilus 
On  my  bihalve,  and  pray  him  with  ns 

dyne.' 


♦  Sire,  al  this  shal  bo  doon,'  quod  Pan- 
darus ; 

And  took  his  love,  and  never  gan  t«> 
fyne,  14^*' 

I>ut  to  his  neces  hous,  as  streght  an  l>iu», 

Ho  com ;  and  fond  hiir  fro  the  mote  arysc  ; 

And  sette  him  doun,  and  spak  right  in 
this  wyse. 

210.  He  soyde,  'O  veiliy  god,  so  liavo 
I  ronne !  | 

Lo,  neco  myn,  see  ye  nought  how  I  sweto? 
I  noot  whether  ye  the  more  thank  mo 

conne,  i4(t(t 

Be  ye  nought  war  how  that  fals  Polipheto 
Is  now  abouto  eft-sones  for  to  plcte, 
And  bringe  on  yow  a<lvocacyfti  newe  ? ' 
*I?  no,' quod  she,  and  chaunged  al  hir 

hewe.  i4?> 

211.  '  \\Tiat  is  ho  more  al>oute,  mo  to 
dreoche 

And  doon  me  wrong?   what  shal  I  do, 

alias? 
Yet  of  him-self  no-thing  no  woldelrcccho, 
Nero  it  for  Antonor  and  Eneas, 
That  been  his  freendes  in  swich  manor 

cas ;  1475 

But,  for  tho  love  of  god,  mjTi  uncle  dere, 
No  fors  of  that,  lat  him  have  al  y-fere ; 

212    With-outen  that,  I  have  >-nough  for 

us.' 
'  Nay,'  quod  Pandarc,  '  it  shal  no-thing 

be  so.  i47<) 

For  I  have  been  right  now  at  Dciphohus, 
And  Ector,  and  myne  othoro  Ionics  mo, 
And  shortly  maked  oohe  of  horn  his  fo  ; 
That,  by  my  thrift,  he  shal  it  never  winno 
For  ought  he  can,  whan  that  so  he  bi- 

ginne.' 

213.  And  as  they  casten  what  was  best  t> 
done,  1485 

Deiphebus,  of  his  owene  cnrtasyo. 
Com  hir  to  preye,  in  his  propro  persono, 
To  holde  him  on  the  morwe  companyo 
At  diner,  which  she  nolde  not  denye. 
But  goodly  gan  to  his  preyere  obeyo.  i^tyo 
He  thonked  hir,  and  wcnte  np-on  his 
weye. 


Zxwfut  ani  Criotg^t. 


^11.  WhanDflthiiwiutlnoii.thiBPiinilaro 

Oo  now,  flwewell    and,  Veniu  hare  to 

a-n»)ii, 

To  t»l1e  in  aliort.  nnrl  forth  Ran  for  to 

I  liop«,  and  thoa  this  pnrpo*  liolile  fcrme, 

Tliy  grace  she  ahal  fnUy  ther  tcmfenno." 

To  Troilus,  08  stillu  a*  nny  rtoon, 

Antl  Hi  this  thine  lie  toldo  liim,  word  Mid 

219.  Qqo<1  Tr..iln.,  ■)-«i«,  thim  ni^clvca 

ends ;                                                  i^; 

that  Bj-idiche  I  mo  fpj-no ! 

And  how  that  he  Deiphebiu  gnn  toblendo ; 

ernosl,  di.utelwB, 

And  Mydo  liini,  'now  is  tj-nic,  if  thot  tlion 

'  tliou  dialt  ths  hettre 

oomiilf  yao  ; 

iiaO.  Lo,  holdo  tliee  at  tby  trislo  cloos. 

I,ftt   not  for  nj-fo  Blinme,  or  drede,  or 
stontho ;                                             i.wo 

Shal  wol  the  deer  nn-to  thj-  bows  dry\-o.' 

Som-tymo  a  man   mot   tello  liii  owono 

Therwilh  ho  took  hia  Ic™  al  Boftebs     i."Wl 

Pfyn« ; 
Bileve  il,»nd  she  BhnI l.Mi on tl.eo routho ; 

And  Troilns  to  paloys  wente  hly^-Q. 

honeverinalhiBlyva; 

Th..ii  Shalt  bo  .nved  l.y  thy  fojth,   in 

trouthe. 

And  ^                         houa    at    nigbt    bo 

Bnt  wpl  wot  I,  tliim  art  now  in  a  dreda  ; 
And  what  it  is,  I  Ipyo,  I  can  areUo,      ijoj 

221.  What  nodotii  yow  to  tcUen  al  tho 

al8.  Thow  thinkcat  now,  "how  iholde 

I  dooD  al  this? 

Tliat  DoiphebuB  an-to  lus  brother  made, 

For  by  my  chnres  mostcn  f"lk  aspye. 

Or  his  aoceBSe.  or  bU  syklioh  manerc. 

Tliol  for  hir  love  is  that  I  faro  a-mis; 

How  men  gna  him  vith  clothes  for  to 

lade, 

Now  thenk  not  so,  for  thou  dost  groct 

Whan  ho  '«TiB  lej-d,  and  how  men  wolda 

l..ly<:                                                  ij.o 

him  gla-lo  ?                                        i«S 

But  nl  for  nought,  he  held  forth  By  the 

Olileighto,  f..r  to  coveron  al  thy  chore. 

W>'B0 

That  ye  hon  hsid  Fandara  er  this  dcvyse. 

VIT.  Tliow  slialtgon  over  ui);ht,  and  tbnt 

OS  hlyvo. 

aH.  Bat  eerteyn  is,  or  Troilas  him  leyds, 

hons,  as  theo  to  plej-0. 

^im 

Iffittodryra,     15.J 

syk,  Both  for  to  soye. 

God  woot,  that  lia  it  gTanntede  anon- 

intliybodtliMloyo, 

right,                                                   i.wi 

And  Bey,  (how  maygt  no  lenger  up  endure, 

To  been  hir  folio  freand  with  al  his  migbC 

And  lyo  right  there,  and  byda  thyn  avcn- 

But  swich  a  nodo   waa    to    prayo  him 

thenno, 

As  for  to  bidda  a  woo.1  man  for  to  renne. 

ilt.  Soy  tbftf  thy  fever  is  wont  thoo  fi.r 

t>.  toko                                                1S«. 

ii2a.  Tha  morwan  com,  and  naighen  gan 

The  »mo  tymo,  and  lasten  til  a-morwe ; 

And  lat  boo  now  how  wel   tlion   unit 

Of  meol-tj-d,  that  the  ftiiro  qnane  Eloyno 

it  make, 

Shoop  hir  to  boon,  an  hooro  after  the 

For,  par-dec,  syk  is  hs  Hint  is  in  sorwa. 

pryme. 
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With  Deiphebtis,    to  whom   she   nolde 

feyno ; 
Bnt  as  his  saster,  hooxnly,  sooth  to  seync, 
She  com  to  diner  in  hir  phijoi  entente.  1560 
Bat  god  and  Pandore  wiste  ol  what  this 

mentc. 

224.  Come  cek  Criseyde,  al  innocent  of 
this, 

Antigone,  hir  sister  Tarbo  also ; 
Bat  flee  wo  now  prolixitce  best  is, 
For  lovo  of  god,  and  lat  us  faste  go      1565 
Bight  to  the  effect,  with-oute  talcs  mo, 
Why  al  this  folk  assembled  in  this  place  ; 
And  lat  as  of  hir  saluinges  pace. 

225.  Grct  honoar  dide  hem  Deiphebas, 
cert^jTi, 

And  fedde  hem  wel  with  al  that  mighte 
lyke.  1570 

Bat  ever-more,  *  alias !  *  was  his  refreyn, 

*  My  goodo  brother  Troilas,  the  syke, 
Lyth  yet' — and  thorwith-al  he  gan  to 

Hyke; 
And  after  that,  ho  pesmed  him  to  glade 
Hem  as  ho  mighte,  and  chere  good  he 

made.  1575 

226.  Compleyncd  eek  Elejoie  of  his  syk- 
nesse 

So  fcithfally,  that  piteo  was  to  here, 
And  every  wight  gan  waxen  for  acccsso 
A  leche  anoun,  and  scydc,  '  in  this  mancro 
Men  curen  folk  ;  this  charmo  I  wol  yow 

Icre.*  1580 

Bat  there  sat  oon,  al  list  hir  noaght  to 

teche, 
That  thoughtc,  best  coade  I  yet  been  his 

leche. 

227.  After  complcjmt,  him  gonnen  they 
to  preyse. 

As  folk  don  yet,  whan  som  wight  hath 

bigonno 
To  preyse  a  man,  and  ap  with  prys  him 

reyso  1585 

A  thoasand  fold  yet  hycr  than  the  sonno : — 

*  He  is,  ho  can,  that  fewe  lordcs  conno.' 
And  Pandaros,  of  that  they  woldo  affermei 
Ho  not  for-gat  hir  preysing  to  conferme. 


228.  Herde  al  this  thing  Criseyde  wel 
y-noagh,  1590 

And  every  word  gan  for  to  notifye ; 

For  which   with  sobre  chere  hir  herto 

loagh ; 
For  who  is  that  ne  wolde  hir  glorifye. 
To  mowen  swich  a  knight  don  live  or 

dye? 
Bat  al  passe  I,  lest  ye  to  longe  dwelle ;  1595 
For  for  o  fyn  is  al  that  ever  I  telle. 

229.  The  tyme  com,  fro  diner  for  to  ryse. 
And,  as  hem  oaghte,  arisen  everychoon, 
And  gonne  a  whyl  of  this  and  that  doAyse. 
Bat  Pandarus  brak  al  this  speche  anoon. 
And  seyde  to  Deiphebas,  *  wolo  ye  goon, 
If  yoarfi  wille  be,  as  I  yow  preyde,  x6()j 
To  speke  here  of  the  nedes  of  Criseyde  ? ' 

280.  Eleyne,  which  that  by  the  bond  hir 
held. 

Took  first  the  tale,  and  seyde,  *go  wo 
blyvo;'  i6i>5 

And  goodly  on  Criseyde  she  biheld. 
And  seyde,  '  Joves  lat  him  never  thry\''e, 
That  dooth  yow  harm,  and  bringe  him 

sone  of  lyvo  ! 
And  yeve  me  sorwe,  bat  he  shal  it  rewe, 
If  that  I  may,  and  alio  folk  be  trowe.'  1610 

281.  '  Tel  thou  thy  neccs  cas,*  qaod  Dei- 
phebas 

To  Pandaras,   'for  thoa  canst    best    it 

teUe.'- 
'  My  lordes  and  my  ladyes,  it  stont  thas ; 
What  sholde  I  longer,'  qaod  he,  '  do  yow 

dwelle?' 
He  rong  hem  oat  a  proces  lyk  a  belle,    1 6 1 5 
Up-on  hir  fo,  that  highte  Polipheto, 
So  h^ynoas,  that  men  mighte  on  it  8i>ete. 

282.  Answerde  of  this  cch  worse  of  hem 
than  other, 

And    Poliphete    they   gonnen    thas    to 

warien, 
*An-hong^  bo  swich  oon,  were  ho  my 

brother ;  i6ju 

And  so  he  shal,  for  it  ne  may  not  varien.* 
AVhat  sholde  I  longer  in  this  tale  tarien  ? 
Heynly,  alio  at  ones,  they  hir  highten. 
To  been  hir  helpe  in  al  that  over  they 

mighten. 
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2n.'>.  Spok  than  Eleyne,  and  seyde,  *  Pan- 
dams,  1625 
Woot  ought  my  lord,  my  brother,  thia 

materc, 
I  menc,  Ector  ?  or  woot  it  Troilus  ? ' 
He  seyde,  '  ye,  but  wole  ye  now  me  here  ? 
Mo  thinketh  this,  sith  Troilus  is  here, 
It  wore  prood,  if  that  ye  wolde  assente,  1630 
She  toldo  hir-self  him  al  this,  er  she  wente. 

1204.  For  ho  wolo  have  the  more  hir  grief 

at  hcrte, 
By  cause,  lo,  that  she  a  lady  is  ; 
And,  by  your    love,  I  wol  but  right  in 

stcrte. 
And    do  yow  wito,  and  that   anoon,   y- 

wis,  J  635 

If  that  lie  slope,  or  wole  ought  hero  of 

this.' 
And  in  he  lepte,  and  seyde  him  in  his 

ere, 

'Go<l  have  thy  soule,  y-brought  have  I 
thy  here ! ' 

235.  To  smylen  of  this  gan  tho  Troilus, 
And  Pan  dams,  with-oute  rekeninge,  1640 
Out  wente  anoon  t'  Elejme  andDeiphebus, 
And  seyde  hem,  'so  there  bo  no  taryingo, 
No  more  pres,  ho  wol  wel  that  ye  bringe 
CrisOyda,  my  lady,  that  is  here  ; 
Andashemay  enduren,  he  wole  here.  1645 

230.  But  wol  ye  woot,  tho  chanmbre  is 

but  lyte. 
And  fewe  folk  may  lightly  make  it  warm  ; 
Now  loketh  ye,  (for  I  wol  have  no  wjiio, 
To  bringe  in  prees  that  mighte  doon  himi 

harm 
Or  him  disesen,  for  my  bettre  arm),     1650 
Wher  it  be  bet  she  byde  til  oft-sones  ; 
Now  loketh  ye,   that  knowen  what  to 

doon  is. 

237.  I  sey  for  me,  best  is,  as  I  can  knowe, 
That  no  wight  in  no  wente  but  ye  tweye. 
But  it  were  I,  for  I  can,  in  a  throwe,  1655 
Beherce  hir  cas,  unlyk  that  she  can  seye ; 
And  after  this,  she  may  him  ones  preye 
To  ben  good  lord,  in  short,  and  take  hir 

love; 
This  may  not  muchel  of  his  ose  him  reve. 


238.  And  oek,  for  she  is  straungo,  he  wol 

for  here  1660 

His  cse,  which  that  him  thar  nought  for 

yow; 
Eek  other  thing,  that  toucheth   not  to 

hero, 
He  wol  me  telle,  I  woot  it  wel  right  now, 
That  secret  is,  and  for  tho  tounos  prow.' 
And  they,  that  no-thing  knewe  of  this 

entente,  1665 

With-out«  more,  to  Troilus  in  they  wente. 

230.  Eleyne  in  al  hir  goodly  soite  w>'so, 
Gan  him  saluwe,  and  womanly  to  plej'c, 
And  seyde,  'ywis,  ye  moste  alweyes  aryse ! 
Now  fayro  brother,  both  al  hool,  I  preye  !  * 
And  gan  hir  arm  right  over  his  sholder 

leye,  1671 

And  him  with  al  hir  wit  to  recomfort« ; 
As  she  best  coude,  she  gan  him  to  dis- 

porte. 

240.  So  after  this  quod  she,  *  we  yow 
biseke, 

My  dere  brother,  Deiphebus,  and  I,  1675 
For  love  of  god,  and  so  doth  Pandare  eke, 
To   been    good  lord    and   froend,    right 

hertely, 
Un-to  Criseyde,  which  that  certeinly 
Heceyveth  wrong,  as  woot  wel  here  Pan- 

dare, 
That  can  hir  cas  wel  bet  than  I  declare' 

241.  This  Pandarus  gan  newe  his  tunge 
affyle,  168 1 

And  al  hir  cas  reherce,  and  that  anoon  ; 
Whan  it  was  seyd,  sone  after,  in  a  whyle, 
Qufxl  Troilus,  '  as  sone  as  I  may  goon, 
I  wol  right  fayn  with  al  my  might  ben 

oon,  1685 

Have  god  my  trouthe,  hir  cause  tosustene.' 
'  Good  thrift  have  ye,'  quod  Eleyne  the 

quene. 

242.  Quod  Pftndarus,  *■  and  it  your  wille  be, 
That  she  may  take  hir  love,  er  that  she 

go?' 
'  Or  elles  god  for-bcde,'  tho  quod  he,  i69<j 
*  If  that  she  vouche  sauf  for  to  do  so.' 
And  with  that  word  quod  Troilus,  'ye  two, 
Deiphebus,  and  my  suster  lecf  and  dere, 
To  yow  have  I  to  spekc  of  o  matere, 
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248.  To  been  avysed  hy  yonr  reed  the 
bettro*: —  1695 

And  fond,  as  hap  was,  at  his  bcddes  heed. 
The  copie  of  a  trotis  and  a  Icttro, 
That  Ector  haddo  him  sent  to  axen  reed. 
If  SMrich  a  man  was  worthy  to  ben  deed, 
Woot  I  nought  who  ;  but  in  a  grisly  wyse 
He  proyedo  hem  anoon  on  it  avyse.     1701 

124<1.  Deiphcbus  gan  this  lottre  to  anfolde 
In  emcst  greet ;  so  dido  Eleyne  the  quene ; 
And  romingo  outward,  fast  it  gan  biholde. 
Downward  a  steyre,  in-to  an  herbcr 
greno.  1705 

This  ilko  thing  they  redden  hem  bi-twene; 
And  largely,  the  mountauncc  of  an  houre, 
They  gonno  on  it  to  rcdcn  and  to  i>ouro. 

245.  Now  lat  hem  rode,  and  tiimo  wo 

anoon 
To  Pandarus,  that  gan  ful  faste  prye  1710 
That  al  was  wcl,  and  out  he  gan  to  goon 
In-to  the  grete  chambre,  and  that  in  hye. 
And  seydo,  '  god  save  al  this  companyo  ! 
Com,  nece  myn  ;  my  lady  quene  Eleyne 
Abydeth  yow,  and  oek  my  lordes  tweyne. 

240.  Rys,  take  with  yow  your  nece  An- 
tigone, 1716 
Or  whom  yow  list,  or  no  fors,  hardily  ; 
The  lasse  procs,  the  bet ;  com  forth  with 

me, 
And  loke  that  ye  thonko  humblely      1719 
Hem  alle  three,  and,  whan  ye  may  goodly 
Your  tymo  y-soe,  takoth  of  hem  your  leve, 
Lest  wo  to  longo  his  restes  him  birovo.' 

247.  Al  innocent  of  Pandarus  entente, 
Quod  tho  Criseyde,  *  go  wo,  uncle  dere '; 
And  ami  in  arm  inward  with  him  she 
wento,  1735 

Avysed  wel  hir  wordes  and  hir  ohero  ; 
And  Pandarus,  in  cmestful  manerc, 
Seyde, '  alio  folk,  for  grxidcs  love,  I  proyo, 
Stintoth  right  here,  and  softely  yow  pleyc. 


248.  Aviseth    yow  what  folk  ben    hero 
wlth-inne,  1730 

And  in  what  plyt  oon  is,  god  him  a- 

mendc  ! 
And  inward  thus  ful  softely  biginne  ; 
Nece,  I  conjure  and  heighly  yow  dcfendc, 
On  his  half,  which  that  sowle  us  all9 

scnde, 
And  in  the  vertuo  of  oorounes  tweyne, 
Slee  nought  this  man,  that  hath  for  yow 

this  peyno !  1736 

249.  Fy  on  tho  devol  I  thcnk  which  oon 
ho  is, 

And  in  what  plyt  he  ly  th  ;  com  of  anoon ; 
Thenk  al  swich  taricd  tyd,  but  lost  it  nis! 
That  wol  ye  botho  scyn,  whan  ye  ben  oon. 
Secoundel  ich ,  ther  yet  devy  neth  noon  1 74 1 
Up-on  yow  two ;  com  of  now,  if  yo  conno ; 
Whyl  folk  is  blent,  lo,  al  the  t^'me  is 
wonno ! 

250.  In  titering,  and  x>ni^6^te,  and  do- 
layes. 

The  folk  devyne  at  wagginge  of  a  stroe ; 
And  though  ye  wolde  han  after  meryo 

dayes,  1746 

Than  dar  ye  nought,  and  why  ?  for  she, 

and  she 
Spak  swich  a  word ;  thus  loked  he,  and  ho ; 
Lest  tyme  I  loste,  I  dar  not  with  yow  dele ; 
Com  of  therfore,  and  bringeth  him  to  hole.' 

251.  But  now  to  yow,  ye  lovers  that  ben 
here,  1751 

Was  Troilus  nought  in  a  cankedort. 
That  lay,  and  mighte  whispringe  of  hem 

here, 
And  thoughte,  *0  lord,  right  now  rennetli 

my  sort 
Fully  to  dye,  or  han  anoon  comfort' ;  1755 
And  was  tho  firste  tyme  he  shulde  hir 

preye 
Of  love ;  O  mighty  god,  what  shal  he  seyo? 

Explicit  Secnndas  Liber. 
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Incipit  Prohemlnm  Tercii  Libri. 

1.  O  riLisFUL  light,  of  wliicho  tho  bemcs 

clerc 
Adometh  al  tho  thritldo  hevono  fairo  ! 
O  soniiea  leof,  O  Joves  doiightcr  dcro, 
Plesaanco  of  love,  O  goodly  dobonaire. 
In  gcntil  hertes  ay  redy  to  repair©  !         5 
O  verniy  CAiiso  of  helo  and  of  gladnessc, 
Y-heried  be  thy  might  and  thy  goodnesso ! 

2.  In  hevono  and  hclle,  in   ortho  and 

salte  see 
Is  felt  thy  might,  if  that  I  wol  desceme  ; 
.KA  man,  brld,  best,  fish,  hcrbc  and  grene 

tree  10 

Theo  fele  in  tymes  with  vapour  eteme. 
Cfod  loveth,and  to  lovowol  nought  wemo ; 
And  in  this  world  no  lyves  creature, 
With-outcn  love,  is  worth,  or  may  endure. 

3.  Yo  Joves  first  tothilke  offectcs  glado,  15 
Thorugh  which  that  thinges  liven  alle 

and  be, 
(.'<»mcvcden,  and  amorous  fhim  made 
On  mortal  thing,  and  as  yow  list,  ay  ye 
Yeve  him  in  love  esc  or  advorsltce  ; 
And  in  a  thousand  formes  donn  him  sente 
For  love  in  ortho,  and  whom  yow  liste, 

ho  hento.  31 

4    Yo  fierse  Mars  apoyscn  of  his  ire, 
And,  as  yow  list,  ye  makcn  hertes  digno  ; 
Algates,  hem  that  ye  wol  sotto  a-fyro, 
They  drcden  shame,  tind  vices  they  ro- 

signe ;  35 

Ye  do  hcmcorteys  be,  fresshe  and  benigne, 
And  bye  or  lowe,  tvt^cr  a  wight  entendeth ; 
The  joycs  that  he  hath,  your  might  him 

scndcth. 

n.  Ye  holden  regno  and  hous  in  unitee ; 
Yc  soothfast  cause  of  frendship  been  also ; 
Ye  knowe  al  thilke  covered  qualitee       31 
Of  thinges  which  that  folk  on  wondren  so, 


Whan  thejcon  not  const  ruehow  it  may  jo. 
She  loveth  him,  or  why  ho  lovoth  hero ; 
As  why  this  fish,  and  nought  that,  cometh 
to  wore.  35 

6.  Yo  folk  a  lawo  han  sot  in  universe. 
And  this  knowe  I  by  hem  that  lovercs  bo. 
That  who-so  stryveth  with  yow  hath  the 

worse: 
Now,  lady  bright,  for  thy  benignitoo. 
At  reverence  of  hem  that  serven  thoc,     40 
Whos  clerk  I  am,  so  techeth  me  dovyso 
Som  joye  of  that  is  felt  in  thy  servyso. 

7.  Ye  in  my  naked  herto  sentcment 
Inhelde,  and  do  me  shewe  of  thy  swct- 

nosse. — 
Caliope,  thy  vois  be  now  present,  45 

For  now  is  ncdo ;  sestow  not  my  destresso, 
How  I  mot  telle  anon-right  tho  gladnesso 
Of  Troilus,  to  Venus  horj'ingo  ? 
To  which  gladnes,  who  node  hath,  god 

him  bringe ! 

Explicit  prohemimn  Tercii  LibrL 

Incipit  Liber  Tercius. 

8.  Lay  al  this  mono  whyle  Troilus,        5t> 
Recordingo  his  lessoun  in  this  manore, 

'  Ma  fey ! '  thought  he,  '  thus  wolo  I  seyo 

and  thus ; 
Thus  wole  I  pleyno  un-to  my  lady  dero ; 
That  word  is  good,  and  this  shal  be  my 

chore ; 
This  nil  I  not  foryeten  in  no  wyso.*        55 
God  levo  him  werkon  as  ho  gan  dovyse. 

0.    And  lord,  so  that  his  herto   gan  to 

quappo, 
Heringe  hir  come,  and  shorte  for  to  ^yko ! 
And  Pandarus,  that  ladde  hir  by  the 

lappe. 
Com  neer,  and  gan  in  at  the  curt  in  pyko, 
And  seyde,  ^  god  do  bote  on  alle  syke !    61 
St»e,  who  is  here  yow  comen  to  visyto  ; 
Lo,  hero  is  she  that  is  3'our  deoth  to  wjrto.* 
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10.  Thor-with  it  seined  as  ho  wepto  al- 
most ; 

'  A  ha,'  quod  Troilus  so  rewfully,  65 

*Wher  mo  bo  wo,  O  mighty  god,  thou 

wost  I 
Who  is  al  there  ?   I  see  nought  trewely.* 
*Sire,'qnod  Criseyde,  'it  is  Pandare  and  L* 
*  Yc,  sweto  herto?  alias,  I  may  nought  ryso 
To  knclo,  and   do  yow  honour  in  som 

wysc'  70 

11    And  dressode  him  upward,  and  she 

right  tho 
Gan  bothe  hero  hondcs  soffce  upon  him 

leye, 
'  O,  for  the  love  of  god,  do  ye  not  so 
To  me,'  quod  she,  '  cy !   what  is  this  to 

seyo? 
Sire,  come  am  I  to  yow  for  causes  twey« ; 
First,  yow  to  thonke,  and  of  your  lord- 

shipe  eke  76 

Continuaunce  I  wolde  vow  biseke.' 

12.  This  Troilus,  that    herde    his   lady 

preye 
Of  lordship  him,  wex  neither  quik  no 

deed, 
No  mighto  a  word  for  shame  to  it  seyc,  80 
Al-though  men  sholdo  smytcn  of  his  heed. 
But  lord,  so  he  wex  sodeinliohe  reed, 
And  sire,  his  lesson,  that  he  wende  conne, 
To  preyen  hir,  is  thurgh  his  wit  y-ronne. 

18.  Criseyde  al  this  aspyede  wel  y-nough, 
For  she  was  wys,  and  lovede  him  never- 

the-lasse,  86 

j\l  ncre  ho  malapert,  or  made  it  tough, 
Or  was  to  bold,  to  singe  a  fool  a  masse. 
But  wlian  his  shame  gan  somwhat  to 

passo. 
His  resons,  as  I  may  my  rymes  holde,   9*) 
I  yow  wol  telle,  as  tcohen  bokes  olde. 

11.  In  chaunged  vois,  right  for  his  verrcy 
dre<lo, 

Which  vois  ook  quook,  and  ther-to  his 

manore 
Goodly  abayst,  and  now  his  hewos  redo, 
Now  pale,  un-to  Criseyde,  his  lady  dere,  95 
With  look  doun  cast  and  humUo  yolden 

chore, 


Lo,  th'alderilrsto  word  that  him  asterto 
Was,  twj'es,  'mercy,  mercy,  swete  herto!* 

15.  And  stinto  a  whyl,   and   whan  ho 
mighte  out-bringe,  99 

Tho  nexte  word  was,  *  god  wot,  for  I  have, 
As  fej'thfully  as  I  have  had  konningc, 
Bon  youres,  also  g^  my  sowlo  savo ; 
And  shal,   til  that  I,   woful  wight,   bo 

grave. 
And  though  I  dar  no   can    un-to  yow 

ployne, 
Y-wis,  I  suffre  nought  the  lasse  peyne.  105 

16.  Thus  muche  as  now,  O  wommanliche 

I  may  out-bringe,  and  if  this  yow  displese. 
That  shal  I  wreke  upon  myn  owne  lyf 
Bight  sone,  I  trowe,  and  doon  your  herto 

an  ese,  109 

If  with  my  deeth  your  herte  I  may  apeso. 
But  sin  that  ye  han  herd  me  som-what 

seye. 
Now  recche  I  never  how  sone  that  I  doye.' 

17  Ther-with  his  manly  sorwe  to  biholde, 
It  mighto  han  maad  an  herte  of  stoon  to 

row©  ;  114 

And  Pandare  weep  as  he  to  watre  woldc, 
And  poked  ever  his  nece  newe  and  newc, 
And  soydo,  •  wo  bigon  ben  hertes  trowo  ! 
For  love  of  god,  make  of  this  thing  an 

cndo. 
Or  slco  us  bothe  at  ones,  or  that  ye  wende.' 

IH.   *I  ?  what  ?  *  quod  sho,  *  by  go<l  and  by 

my  trouthe,  120 

I  noot  nought  wlint  yo  wilno  that  I  seyc* 
*  1  ?  what  y  quod  he, '  that  yo  hau  on  him 

routhe, 
For  goddes  love,  and  doth  Iiim  nought  to 

deye.' 
'  Now  thanne  thus,*  quod  sho,  *  I  wolde 

him  preye 
To  telle  me  the  fyn  of  lys  entente  ;       135 
Yet  wiste  Inever  wel  what  that  he  mcnto.* 

10.  'What  that  I  mono,  O  sweto  horto 

dere?* 
Quod  Troilus,  '  O  goodly  fressho  free  ! 
That,  with  the  stromos  of  your  eyen  clero, 
Ye  wolde  som-tymo  froendly  on  mo  soo,  130 
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And  thanne  SLgrefin  that  I  may  ben  he, 
With-<»uto  braunche  of  vyce  in  any  wyae, 
In  tronthti  alwey  to  doon  yow  my  servjrge 

20.  As  to  my  lady  right  and  chief  resort, 
With  al  my  wit  and  al  my  diligence,    135 
And  I  to  lian,  right  as  yow  lint,  comfort, 
Under  your  yenle,  ogal  to  myn  offence. 
As  deeth,  if  that  I  brcke  your  defence  ; 
And  that  ye  dcigno  me  so  muche  honoore. 
Me  to  comaunden  ought  in  any  houre.  140 

'-M.  And  I  to  been  your  verray  hnmble 

trewe. 
Secret,  and  in  my  pa^-nes  pacient, 
And  over-mo  desire  freshly  newe. 
To  sorven,  and  been  fy-lj'ke  ay  diligent. 
And,   with    gooil    herte,    al    hoUy  yonr 

talent  145 

Rcceyvon  wel,  how  sore  that  me  smerte, 
Lo,  this  mene  I,  myn  owcne  swete  herte.* 

22.  Quod   Pandarus,   'lo,   hero  an  hard 

request, 
An«l  rosonal>le,  a  Indy  for  to  weme  ! 
Now,  neco  myn,  by  natnl  Joves  fest,     150 
Were  I  a  god,  ye  sholde  ster\'e  as  yeme, 
That  heron  wel,  this  man  wol  no-thing 

yrrne 
But  your  honour,  and  seen  him  almost 

stcrve. 
And  been  so  looth  to  suffrcn  him  yow 

serve.' 

23    With  that  she  gan  hir  eyen  on  him 
taste  155 

J'\il  esily,  and  ful  debonairly, 
Avj'sing  hir,  ami  hyod  not  to  faste 
With  never  a  Word,  but  scyde  him  soilely, 
*  Myn  honour  sauf,  I  wol  wel  trewely, 
And   in  swich  i'ormo   as    he    can    now 
dcv^-so,  j6i> 

Receyvcn  him  fully  to  my  ser\'ysc, 

24.  Biseching  him,  for  goddes  love,  that 

he 
Woldc,  in  honour  of  trouthe  and  gentil- 

esse, 
As  I  wel  mene,  eek  mene  wel  to  mo,    164 
And  myn  honour,  with  wit  and  bosinesse. 
Ay  kcpe ;  and  if  I  may  don  him  gladnesse, 


From  hennes-forth,  y-wis,  I  nil  not  feyno : 
Now  beeth  al  hool,  no  lenger  ye  ne  pleyne. 

25.  But  nathelees,  this  wamo    I   yow/ 
quod  she, 

'  A  klnges  sone  al-though  ye  be,  y-wis,  170 
Ye  shul  na-moro  have  soverainetee 
Of  me  in  love,  than  right  in  that  cas  is  ; 
Ne  I  nil  forbore,  if  that  ye  doon  a-mis. 
To  wrathen  yow ;  and  whyl  that  ye  mo 

serve, 
Cherycen  yow  right  after  ye  deserve.    1 75 

26.  And  sliortly,  dore  herte  and  al  my 
knight. 

Both  glad,  and  draweth  yow  to  lustinesse, 
And  I  shal  trewelj',  with  al  my  might. 
Your  bittre  tomen  al  in-to  swotnesso ;  179 
If  I  be  she  that  may  yow  do  gladnesse, 
For  every  wo  ye  shal  recovere  a  blisse ' ; 
And  him  in  armes  took,  and  gan  him 
kisse. 

27    Fil  Pandarus  on  knees,  and  up  his 

yi?n 
To  hevene  threw,  and  held  his  hondes 

hye, 
'Immortal  god!'  quod  he,  'that  ma^-st 

nought  dyen,  185 

Cupide  I  mene,  of  this  mayst  glorifyo ; 
And  Venus,  thou  mayst  make  melodye ; 
With-outen  hond,   me    semeth    that  in 

towne. 
For  this  merveyle,  I  here  ech  belle  so^i-no. 

28.  But  ho  !  no  more  us  now  of  this 
mntere,  if;o 

For-why  this  folk  wol  comcn  up  anoon. 

That  ban  the  lettre  red  :  lo,  I  hem  here. 

But  I  conjure  thee,  Criscyde,  and  oon, 

And  two,  thou  Troilus,  whan  thow  mayst 
goon, 

That  at  myn  hous  ye  been  at  my  warn- 
ing:©, 195 

For  I  ful  wel  shal  shape  your  comings  ; 

29     And  escth   tlier  your    hertes  riglit 

y-nough  ; 
And  lat  see  which  of  yow  slial  bcro  the 

belle 
To  si)eko  of  love  a-right!'  thor-with  ho 

lough, 
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*  For  ther  have  ye  a  layser  for  to  toUe.*  200 
Qaod  TroilaSf  *  how  long^  shal  I  dwello 
£r  thifl  be  doon  ? '  Quod  ho,  ^  whan  thoa 

mayst  ryse, 
This  thing  shal  be  right  as  I  yow  devsrse.' 

80.  With  that  Eloyne  and  also  Deiphebus 
Tho  comon  upward,  right  at  the  stejrres 

cndo ;  205 

And  lord,  so  than  gan  grone  Troilas, 
His  brother  and  his  saster  for  to  blende.. 
Quod  Pandams,    'it    tyme    is    that  we 

wonde ; 
Tak,  nece  myn,  your  leve  at  alle  three, 
And  lat  hem  spoke,  and  cometh  forth 

with  me.*  a  10 

81.  She  took  hir  love  at  hem  fnl  thriftily, 
As  she  wol  coado,  and  they  hir  reverence 
Un-to  tho  folle  diden  hardely, 

And  spoken  wonder  wel,  in  hir  absence. 
Of  hir,  in  preysing  of  hir  oxcellence,     315 
Hir  govemaancc,  hir  wit ;  and  hir  man- 

ere 
Commendeden,  it  joye  was  to  hero. 

32.  Now  lat  hir  wende  nn-to  hir  owne 

place. 
And  tome  wo  to  Troilus  a-yoin,  219 

That  gan  ful  lightly  of  tho  lettro  passe 
That  Deiphebus  hadde  in  tho  gardin  soyn. 
And  of  Eloyne  and  him  he  wolde  fayn 
Delivered  boon,  and  seydo,  that  him  lesto 
To  slope,  and  after  tales  have  reste. 

88.  Eleyne  him  kisto,  and  took  hir  leve 

blyvo,  225 

Deiphebus  eek,  and  hoom  wonto  every 

wight ; 
And  Pundarus,  as  fasto  as  he  may  dryve, 
To  Troilus  tho  com,  as  lyne  right ; 
And  on  a  paillot,  al  that  glado  night, 
By  Troilus  he  lay,  with  mery  chere,      230 
To  talo;   and  wol  was  hem  they  were 
y-fero. 

34.  Whan  every  wight  was  voided  but 

they  two, 
And  alle  the  dores  wore  faste  y-shetto. 
To  telle  in  short,  with-oute  wordes  mo. 
This  Pandarus,  with-outcn  any  lette,  235 
Up  roos,  and  on  his  boddes  syde  him  sette, 


And  gan  to  speken  in  a  sobre  w>*se 
To  Troilus,  as  I  shal  yow  devyso. 

85.  *  Myn  alderlovest  lord,  and  brother 
doro, 

God  woot,  and  thou,  that  it  sat  mo  so 

sore,  24(1 

When  I  thee  saw  so  languisshing  to-yero. 

For  love,  of  which  thy  wo  wex  alwoy 

more ; 
That  I,  with  al  my  might  and  al  my  loro. 
Hath  ever  sithen  doon  my  bisincsse 
To  bringe  thee  to  joye  out  of  distresso  ; 

86.  And  have  it  brought  to  swich  plyt  as 
thou  wost,  246 

So  that,  thorugh  me,  thow  stondost  now 

in  weye 
To  fare  wel,  I  soye  it  for  no  host. 
And  wostow  why  ?  for  shame  it  is  to  soyo. 
For  tlipo  have  I  bigonne  a  gamen  pleye 
Which  that  I  never  doon  shal  eft  for 

other,  251 

Al-though  ho  were  a  thousand  fold  my 

brother. 

87.  That  is  toseye,  for  thee  am  I  bicomon, 
Bitwixon  game  and  emcst,  swich  a  uienc 
As  makon  wommen  nn-to  men  to  comen ; 
Al  soy  I  nought,  thou  wost  wel  what  I 

mono.  256 

For  theo  have  I  my  nece,  of  vyces  dene, 
So  ftdly  maad  thy  gentilesso  tristo. 
That  al  shal  been  right  as  thy-selvo  liste. 

88.  But  god,  that  al  wot,  take  I  to  wit- 
nesse,  2(ki 

That  never  I  this  for  coveityse  wroughte, 
But  only  for  to  abregge  that  distrosse, 
For  which  wol  nygh  thou  deydest,  as  mo 

thought©. 
But  gode  brother,  do  now  as  thee  oughtc, 
For  goddes  love,  and  keep  hir  out  of 

blamo,  265 

Sin  thou  art  wj-s,  and  savo  alwcy  hir 

name. 

89.  For  wel  thou  wost,  tho  name  as  >'et 
of  hero 

Among  tho  peple,  as  who  soyth,  halwed  is ; 
For  that  man  is  unbore,  I  dar  wel  swere, 
That  ever  wiste  that  she  dide  amis,      270 
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But  wo  is  me,  that  I,  that  canse  al  this, 
yisLy  thonken  that  she  is  my  noce  dere, 
And  I  hir  eem,  and  traytor  eek  y-fere  ! 

40.  And  were  it  wist  that  I,  through  myn 
ongjTi, 

Hadde  in  my  nece  y-pnt  this  fantasye,  ^75 
To  do  thy  lust,  and  hoolly  to  bo  thyn^ 
Why,  al  the  world  ui>-on  it  wolde  crye, 
And  seye,  that  I  the  worste  trecherye 
Dido  in  this  cas,  that  ever  was  bigonno, 
And  she  for-lost,  and  thou  right  nought 
y-wonnc  a8o 

41.  Wlier-foro,  or  I  wol  ferther  goon  a 

pas. 
Yet  ell  I  thee  biseohe  and  fully  seye, 
That  privoteo  go  with  us  in  this  cas, 
Tliat  is  to  seye,  that  thou  us  never  wreyo ; 
And  bo  nought  wrooth,  though  I  thee 
ofte  preye  285 

To  holdcn  secroe  swich  an  heigh  matere ; 
For  skilful  is,  thow  wost  wel,  my  preyere. 

42.  And  thenk  what  wo  ther  hath  bitid 
er  this. 

For  makingo  of  avauntes,  as  men  rede  ; 
And  what  mischaunce  in  this  world  yet 

ther  is,  290 

Fro  day  to  day,  right  for  that  wikked 

dedo; 
For  which  these  wyse  clerkes  that  ben 

dode 
Han  over  yet  proverbod  to  us  yonge, 
That  '*  firsto  vertu  is  to  kepo  tonge." 

43.  And,  nere  it  that  I  wilno  as  now 
t'abregge  21:5 

Diffusioun  of  siioche,  I  coude  almost 

A  tl\pusand  olde  stories  thee  alcgge 

Of  wommen  lost,  thorugh  fals  and  foles 

host ; 
Proverbes  canst  thy-sclf  y-nowe,  anc^wost, 
Ayeins  that  vyce,  for  to  been  a  labbo,  .^00 
Al  seydo  men  sooth  as  often  as  they  gabbo. 

44.  O  tonge,  alias !  so  often  here-bifom 
Uastow  made  many  a  lady  bright  of  hewe  | 
Soy  d, ' '  welawoy !  the  day  that  I  was  bom ! "  | 
And  many  a  maydcs  sorwes  for  to  newo ;    j 
And,  for  the  more  part,  al  is  untrewe  306  I 


I 


That  men  of  yelpo,  and  it  wore  brought 

to  prove ; 
Of  kindo  non  avauntour  is  to  leve. 

45.  Avauntour  and  a  lyere,  al  is  on  ;    309 
As  thus :  I  pose,  a  womman  grannte  mo 
Hir  love,  andseyth  that  other  wol  she  non, 
And  I  am  sworn  to  holden  it  secrco. 
And  after  I  go  telle  it  two  or  three ; 
Y-wis,  I  am  avauntour  at  the  lesto. 

And  lyere,  for  I  broke  my  bihosto.         315 

46.  Now  loke  thannc,  if  they  be  nought 
to  blame, 

Swich   manor  folk;    what  shal  I  dope 

hem,  what. 
That  hem  avaunte  of  wommen,  and  by 

name, 
Tliat  never  yet  bihighto  hem  this  no  that, 
No  knewe  hem  more  than  m^ni  olde  hat  ? 
No  wonder  is,  so  god  mo  sendo  hole,     321 
Though  wommen  drode  with  us  men  to 

dele. 

47.  I  sey  not  this  for  no  mistrust  of  yow, 
Ne  for  no  wys  man,  but  for  foles  nyco, 
And  for  the  harm  that  in  the  world  is 

now,  $2$ 

As  wol  for  foly  ofte  as  for  malyco  ; 
For  wel  wot  I,  in  wyse  folk,  that  vyce 
No  womman  drat,  if  she  bo  wel  avysod ; 
For  wyse  ben  by  foles  harm  chastysed. 

48.  But  now  to  purpos ;  leve  brother  dere, 
Have  al  this  thing  tliat  I  havo  seyd  in 

minde,  331 

And  keep  thee  clos,  and  bo  now  of  good 

chore. 
For  at  thy  day  thou  shalt  me  trewo  flnde. 
I  shal  thy  proccs  sette  in  swich  a  kindo, 
And  god  to-fom,  that  it  shall  thee  suffyse. 
For  it  shal  been  right  as  thou  wolt  de- 

vyse.  336 

49.  For  wel  I  woot,  thou  menest  wel, 
parde  ; 

Therl'ore  I  dar  this  fully  undertake. 
Thou  wost  eek  what  thy  lady  graunted 

thee. 
And  day  is  set,  the  ohartrcs  up  to  make. 
Havo  now  good  night,  I  may  no  longer 

wake ;  341 
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And  bid  for  me,  sin  thon  art  now  in  blisse, 
That  god  me  sendo  deeth  or  sone  lisse.' 

60.  Who  mighto  telle  half  the  joye  or  foste 
Which  that  the  sowle  of  Troilus  tho  felte, 
Heringe  th'offect  of  Pundarus  biheste?  346 
His  olde  wo,  that  mode  his  hcrte  swelte, 
Gan  tho  for  joye  wastcn  and  to-melte, 
And  al  tho  richcsse  of  his  sykes  sore 
At  ones  fledde,  he  fclto  of  hem  no  more. 

51.  But  right  so  as  those  holtes  and  theso 
hayos,  351 

That  han  in  winter  dodo  been  and  dreyo, 
Beveston  hem  in  greno,  whan  that  May  is, 
Whan  every  lasty  lyketh  best  to  pleye : 
Bight  in  that  selvo  wyse,  sooth  to  seyo,  355 
Wex  sodeynliche  his  herte  ful  of  joye, 
That  gladder  was  thor  never  man  in  Troye. 

52.  And  gan  his  look  on  Pandarus  up 
caste 

Ful  sobrely,  and  frendly  for  to  see,       359 
And  seyde,  '  frcend,  in  ApriUo  tho  laste, 
As  wel  thou  wost,  if  it  remembro  thee, 
How  neigh  the  deeth  for  wo  thou  foundo 

me ; 
And  how  thou  didost  al  thy  bisinesse 
Tb  knowe  of  me  the  cause  of  my  distresse. 

58.  Thou  wost  how  longe  I  it  for-bar  to 

seye  365 

To  thee,  that  art  the  man  that  I  best 

tristo ; 
And  peril  was  it  noon  to  thee  by-wreye, 
Tliat  wiste  I  wel ;  but  tel  mo,  if  thee  liste, 
Sith  I  so  looth  was  that  thy-sclf  it  wiste. 
How  dorste  I  mo  tellen  of  this  matero,  370 
That  quake  now,  and  no  wight  may  us 
here? 

54.  But  nathcles,  by  that  god  I  thco  swore, 
That,   as  him  list,    may  ul  this  world 

goveme. 
And,  if  I  lye,  Achilles  with  liis  spero 
Myn  herte  deve,  al  were  my  lyf  cteme, 
As  I  am  mortal,  if  I  late  or  yerno         376 
Wolde  it  biwreyo,  or  dorste,  or  sholdo 

conno, 
For  al  tho  good  that  god  made  under 

Sonne ; 


55.  That  rather  doye  I  wolde,  and  dc- 
termyno. 

As  thinketh  me,  new  stokkod  in  presoun, 
In  wrecchednessc,  in  lilthc,  and  in  ver- 

myne,  381 

Caytif  to  cruel  kin^  Agamcnoun  ; 
And  this,   in  allc   thu  temples  of   this 

toun. 
Upon  tho  goddes  alio,  I  wol  thco  swcre, 
To-morwe  day,  if  that  thoc  lyketh  here.  385 

56.  And  that  thou  hast  so  mnche  y-doon 
for  me, 

That  I  ne  may  it  nover-moro  deserve, 
This  knowe  I  wol,  al  mighto  I  now  for 

thee 
A  thousand  tym?s  on  a  morwen  sterve, 
I  can  no  more,  but  that  I  wol  thee  serve 
Bight    as    thy    sclave,    whider-so    thon 

wendo,  391 

For  ever-more,  an-to  my  lyves  ende ! 

57.  But  here,  with  al  myn  herte,  I  thee 
biseche, 

That  never  in  mo  thou  demo  swich  folyc 
As  I  shal  soyn  ;    me   thoughte,  by  thy 

speche,  395 

That  this,  which  thou  me  dost  for  com- 

panye, 
I  sholdo  wene  it  wore  a  baudorye  ; 
1  am  nought  wood,  al-if  I  lewed  bo ; 
It  is  not  so,  that  woot  I  wel,  pardee. 

58.  But  he  that  goth,   for  gold  or  for 
richcsse,  400 

On  swich  message,  cullo  him  what  theo 

list; 
And  this  that  thon  dost,  calle  it  gentilcsse, 
Compaasioun,  and  fcluwship,  and  trist ; 
Departe  it  so,  for  wydo- where  is  wist 
How  that  thoro  is  dyvcrsitee  requered  405 
Bitwixen  thinges  lyko,  as  I  have  lered. 

59.  And,    that    thou,    knowe    I    thenke 
nought  no  wcue 

That  this  servyse  a  shame  be  or  jai>e, 
I  have  my  fairo  sustcr  Polixene, 
Cassandro,  Elcync,  or  any  of  tho  frape  ; 
Bo  she  never  so  I'airo  or  wel  y-shape,    41 1 
Tel  me,  which  thon  wilt  of  cverichone, 
To  han  for  thyn,  and  lat  me  thanne  allonc. 
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(jO.  Bnt  sin  that  thon  hast  don  me  this 
sen-j'se,  414 

BIy  lyf  to  gavp,  and  for  noon  hope  of  mode, 
So,  for  the  love  of  god,  this  greto  cmpryse 
Pnrforme  it  out ;  i'or  now  is  mosto  nede. 
For  high  and  low,  with-oaten  any  drede, 
I  wol  alwey  thync  hestes  alle  kepe  ; 
Have  now  good  night,  and  lat  us  bothc 
8lei)e.'  4it> 

01.  Thus  held  him  ech  with  other  wel 

upayed. 
That    al    the  world    ne    mighte   it   bet 

amende ; 
And,  on  the    morwe,   whan  they  were 

arayed, 
Ech  to  his  owene  nedes  g^n  entende. 
Bnt  Troilos,  though  as  the  fyr  ho  brende 
For  sharp  desyr  of  hope  and  of  plesannce, 
Ho  not  for-gat  his  gode  govemaunce.   427 

B2.  Bnt   in  him-self  with  manhod    gan 

restreyne 
Ech  rakel  dede  and  ech  nnbrydled  chere. 
That  alle  tho  that  liven,  sooth  to  seyne, 
Ne  sholde  han  wist,  by  word  or  by  manere. 
What  that  he  mente,  as  touching  this 

matere.  43a 

From  ever>'  wight  as  fer  as  is  the  donde 
Ho  was,  so  wel  dissimulen  he  coude. 

fi3.  And  al  the  whyl  which  that  I  yow 
devyse,  435 

This  was  his  lyf;  with  al  his  fuUe  might, 
By  day  he  was  in  Martes  high  servyse, 
This  is  to  seyn,  in  armes  as  a  knight ; 
Antl  for  tho  more  j>art,  tho  longe  night 
He  lay,  and  thoughte  how  that  he  mighte 
serve  440 

His  lady  best,  hir  thank  for  to  deserve. 

04.  Nil  I  nought  swer?,  al-though  he  lay 

softe. 
That  in  his   thought  he  nas  sumwhat 

disoKod, 
No  that  he  tomo<le  on  his  pilwes  ofbe, 
And  wolde  of  that  him  missed  han  ben 

sesod ;  445 

Bnt  in  swich  cas  man  is  nought  alwey 

plesed, 
For  ought  I  wot,  no  more  than  was  ho  ; 
That  can  I  demo  of  poesibilitee. 


65.  But  certeyn  is,  to  pnrpos  for  to  go, 
That    in    this  whyle,   tut  writen    is    in 

geste,  450 

Ho  say  his  lady  som-tyme  ;  and  also 
She  with  him  spak,  whan  that  she  dorste 

or  lesto, 
And  by  hir  bothe  avys,  as  was  the  beste, 
Apoynteden  ful  warly  in  this  node, 
So  as  they  dorste,  how  they  wolde  pro- 
cede.  455 

66.  But  it  was  si>oken  in  so  short  a  wyse, 
In  swich  awayt-  alwey,  and  in  swich  fere, 
Lest  any  wyght  divynon  or  dovyso 
Wolde  of  hem  two,  or  to  it  leye  an  ere, 
That  al  this  world  so   loef  to  hem  ne 

wore  460 

As  that  Cupido  wolde  hem  grace  sonde 
To  maken  of  hir  speche  aright  an  endo. 

67.  But  thilke  Xitel  that  they  speke  or 
wroughto, 

His  wyse  goost  took  ay  of  al  swich  bode, 
It  semed  hir,  he  wisto  that  she  thoughte 
With-outen  word,  so  that  it  was  no  nede 
To  bidde  him  ought  to  done,  or  ought 

forbedo ;  467 

For  which  she  thoughte  that   love,   al 

oomo  it  late. 
Of  alle  joye  hadde  opned  hir  the  yate. 

68.  And    shortly  of   this  proces  for  to 
pace,  470 

So  wel  his  work  and  wordes  lie  bisette, 
That  he  so  ful  stood  in  his  lady  grace, 
That  twontj"^  thousand  tymes,  or  sho  lette, 
Sho  thonkod  god    she    ever    with    him 

mette ; 
So  coude  he  him  governe  in  swich  ser- 

vyse,  475 

That  al  tho    world    no   mighte    it    bet 

dovyso. 

69.  For-why  she  fond  him  so  discreet  in  al, 
So  secret,  and  of  swich  ob@isaunce, 
Tliat  wol  she  felte  he  was  to  hir  a  wal 
Of  steel,  and  shold  from  every  displo- 

saunco ;  480 

That,  to  ben  in  his  gode  govemaunce. 
So  wys  he  was,  she  was  no  more  afored, 
I  mene,  as  fer  as  oughte  ben  reqnered. 
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70.  And  Pandams,  to  qaiko  alwoy  the  fyr, 
Was  ever  y-lyke  prest  and  dilig^ent ;  485 
To  eso  his  frcnd  was  set  al  his  de^r. 

He  shoof  ay  on,  he  to  and  fro  was  sent ; 
He  lettres  bar  whan  Troilns  was  absent. 
That  never  man,  as  in  his  freendos  nede, 
Ne  bar   him    bet    than   he,  with-outen 
drede.  490 

71.  But  now,  paraunter,  som  man  wayten 
woldo 

That  every  word,  or  sonde,  or  look,  or 

chere 
Of  Troilns  that  I  rehersen  sholde. 
In  al  this  whyle,  nn-to  his  lady  dere ; 
I  trowo    it  were  a  lonfj^    thing    for    to 

here ;  495 

Or  of  what  wight  that  stant  in  swich  dis- 

joj-nte, 
His  wordes  alle,  or  every  look,  to  poynte. 

72.  For  sot  ho,  I  liave  not  herd  it  doon  er 
this, 

In  storye  noon,  ne  no  man  here,  I  wene  ; 
And  though  I  wolde  I  condo  not,  y-wis  ; 
For  ther  was  som  epistol  hom  bitweno,  501 
That  woldo,  as  seyth  m>'n  auctor,  wel 

contene 
Neigh  half  this  book,  of  which  him  list 

not  wryte  ; 
How  sholde  I  thanno  a  lyne  of  it  endyto  ? 

78.  But  to  the  grete  eifect :  than  sey  I 
thus,  505 

That  stonding  in  concord  and  in  qoiete 
Tliise  ilke  two,  Criseydo  and  Troilus, 
As  I  have  told,  and  in  this  tyme  iwete, 
Save  only  often  mighte  they  not  mete, 
Ke  layser  have  hir  speches  to  fulfelle,   510 
That  it  befel  right  as  I  shal  yow  telle, 

74.  That  Pandams,  that  ever  dide  his 

might 
Right  for  the  fyn  that  I  shal  speke  of 

hero. 
As  for  to  bringe  to  his  hous  som  night 
His  faire  neco,  and  Troilus  y-fere,         515 
^Mier-as  at  leyser  al  this  heigh  matero. 
Touching  hir  love,  were  at  the  fulle  up- 

bounde, 
Hadde  out  of  donto  a  tyme  to  it  founde. 


75,  For  he  with  greet  deliberacionn 
Hadde  evexy  thing  that  her-to  mighte 

avayle  520 

Fom-cast,  and  put  in  exccucionn, 
And  neither  laft  for  cost  ne  for  travaylc ; 
Come  if  hem  lest,  hem  sholde  no-thing 

fayle ; 
And  for  to  been  in  ought  espyed  there, 
That,  wiste  ho  wel,  an  inpossible  were. 

70.  Dredelees,  it  deer  was  in  the  wind 
Of  every  pye  and  every  Icttc-game ;      ^2j 
Now  al  is  wel,  for  al  the  world  is  blind 
In  this  matere,  bothe  fremed  and  tame. 
This  timber  is  al  redy  up  to  frame;      530 
Us  lakkoth  nought  but  that  we  witen 

wolde 
A  certein  houre,  in  whicho  she  comcn 

sholde. 

77.  And  Troilus,  that  al  this  purveyaunce 
Knew  at  the  fulle,  and  woytedo  on  it  ay, 
Hadde  here-up-on  eek  made  gret  ordo- 

naunce,  535 

And  founde  his  cause,  and  ther-to  his 

ara>'. 
If  that  he  were  missed,  night  or  day, 
Tlier-whyle  he  was  abouto  this  servyso. 
That  he  was  goon  to  doon  his  sacrifyso, 

78.  And  moste  at  swich  a  temple  alono 
wake,  540 

Answered  of  Appollo  for  to  be ; 

And  first,  to  seen  the  holy  laurer  quake, 

£r  that  Apollo  spak  out  of  the  tree. 

To  telle  him  next  whan  Grokes  sholden 

flee ; 
And  forthy  lette  him  no  man,  god  for- 

bede,  545 

But  prcye  Apollo  helx^en  in  this  node. 

79.  Now  is  ther  litel  more  for  to  done, 
But  Pandare  up,  and  shortly  for  to  seyno. 
Right  sone  upon  the  chaunging  of  the 

mono, 
Wlian  lightles  is  the  world  a  night  or 

twcj-no,  550 

And  that  the  welken  shoop  him  for  to 

royno, 
He  streight    a-morwo    un-to    his    neco 

wente; 
Ye  han  wel  herd  the  fyn  of  his  entente. 


Book  HI.] 


^rotftte  atA  Cmepbe. 


255 


so.  \^niaxi  ho  wiis  come,  lio  gan  nnoon  to 

pieye 
As  ho  Avas  wont,  and  of  hixn-solt  to  jape  ; 
And  fvnally,  lio  swor  and  gan  liir  seye,  556 
By  til  is  and   that,  she  sliulde  liim  not 

escape, 
Xc  longer  <loon  him  after  liir  to  gape  ; 
But  ccrtoynly  sho  moste,  by  liir  leve, 
Come  Bf>uiK'n  in  his  lious  with  him  at 

ovo.  560 

81.  At  whiclio  Bho  lough,   and  gan  hir 
fasto  exriiso, 

And  seyde,  •  it  rayncth  ;  lo,  how  sholde 

I  goon?' 
'  Lat  l>e,'  qnod  ho,  *  no  stond  not  thua  to 

muse; 
This  m<K>t  lie  doon,  yo  Rhal  l)o  thcr  anoon.' 
S«»  at  the  lasto  her-of  they  folic  at  oon,  565 
Or  olios,  softe  ho  swor  hir  in  hir  ere, 
Ho  nolde  never  come  thor  she  were. 

82.  Sono  after  this,  to  him  sho  gan  to 
rowno, 

And  asked  him  if  Troilus  wore  there  ? 
Ho  Bwor  hir,   'nay,    for  ho  was  out   of 

towne,'  1570 

And  seyde,  '  noce,  I  jkjso  that  ho  were, 
Yow  fthurfto  never  have  tho  more  fere. 
For  rather  than  men  miglitu  him  ther 

asjjyo, 
Me  were  lever  a  thousand -fcild  to  dye' 

frS    Xought    list    myn    anctor    fully    to 

declare  575 

What  that  she  thoitghto  whan  he  seyde 

That  Troilus  was  out  of  town  y-fare, 
As  if  ho  seyde  thor-of  wwitli  or  no ; 
But  that,  with-outo  away t,  with  him  to  go, 
She  grannted  him,  sitli  he  hir  that  hi- 
Boughte,  580 

And,  as  his  neoe,  obeyed  as  hir  oughte 

84.  But  nathelees,  yet  gan  sho  him  lu- 
sccho, 

Al-t hough  with  him  to  goon  it  was  no  fere, 
For  to  be  war  of  goosish  poplos  sjiecho, 
That  dromen  thingcs  whicho  that  never  ' 

were,  585  I 

And  wel  av^'so  him  whom  ho  broughto  i 

there ;  | 


And  seyde  him,  *  ccm,  sin  I  mot  on  yow 

tristo, 
Loko  al  bo  wel,  and  do  now  as  }'ow  liste.* 

80.  He  swor  hir,  *  yis,  by  stokkcs  and  by 

stones, 
And  by  the  goddes  that  in  hevi;ne  dwcllo, 
Or  elles  were  him  lever,  soulo  and  bones. 
With  Pluto  king  astleiH)  been  in  hello  51,3 
As  Tantalus ! '  What  shohle  I  more  telle  ? 
Whan  al  was  wel,  ho  roos  and  took  his 

leve, 
And  she  to  Soulier  com,  whan  it  -was  eve, 

80.  With  a  certayn  of  hir  oweno  men,  596 
And  with  hir  faire  ncco  Antigone, 
And  othere  of  hir  wommen  nyno  or  ten  ; 
But  who  was  glad  now,  who,  as  trowe  yo. 
But  Troilus,  that  stood  and  mighto  it 

see  6cx> 

Thurgh-out  a  litel  windowe  in  a  stewc, 
Ther  ho  bishet,    sin  midnight,  was    in 

mowo, 

87.  Unwist  of  every  wight  but  of  Pandare? 
Bat  to  the  iKiynt ;   now  whan  sho  was 

y-como 
With  alio  joye,  and  alio  frendes  fare,     605 
Hir  eem  an<K>n  in  amies  hath  hir  nomo, 
And  alter  to  the  souiter,  allc  and  some, 
I  \Mian  t  j-mo  was,  ful  softo  they  hem  settc ; 

'  God  wot,  ther  was  no  doyntee  for  to  fette. 

I 

88,  Ami  after    souiier    gonnen    they   to 


rj-se. 


610 


At  cso  wel,  with  hertcs  frosshe  and  glade, 
And  wel  was  him  that  coudo  best  devyso 
To  lyken  hir,  or  that  hir  laughen  made. 
Ho   song ;  she  pleydo  ;    ho  tolde  tale  of 

Wade. 
But  at  the  lasto,  as  cvor>'  thing  liath 

ende,  615 

She  took  hir  leve,  and  nodes  woldo  wendc. 

89.  But  O,  Fortune,  ezccutrice  of  wienies, 

O  influences  of  thiso  hevcncs  hye  ! 

Soth   is,   that,   under  g(xl,   ye    ben   our 

hierdcs. 
Though    to    us    bestes  been  tho  causes 

wrj'e.  63i> 

This  mono  I  now,  for  she  gan  hoomward 

hye, 
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Bnt  execnt  was  al  bisyde  hir  leve, 
At  tho  goddes  wil ;  for  which  she  xnosto 
blovo. 

00.  Tlio  bente  mono  with  hir  homes  paXe^ 
Satnriio,   and    Jove,   in    Cancro   joynod 

wore,  625 

That  swich  a  rajm  from  hevene  gan  avale, 
That  every  maner  worn  man  that  was  there 
Hadde  of  that  smoky  rejrn  a  verray  fere  ; 
At  which  Pandare  tho  loagh,  and  seyde 

thenno, 
'  Now  were  it  tyme  a  lady  to  go  henne !  630 

01.  Bnt  goode  ncce,  if  I  mighto  ever  pleso 
Yow  any-thing,  than  prey  I  yow,*quod  he, 
*  To  doon  myn  herte  as  now  so  greet  an 

ese 
As  for  to  dwelle  here  al  this  night  with  xne, 
For-why  this  is  your  owene  hoos,  pardee. 
For,  by  my  trouthe,  I  sey  it  nought  a- 

game,  636 

To  wendo  as  now,  it  were  to  me  a  shame.* 

92.  Criscyde,  whiche  that  cx>ade  as  mnche 

good 
As  half  a  world,  tok  hedo  of  his  preyere  ; 
And  sin  it  ron,  and  al  was  on  a  flood,  640 
She  thoughte,  as  good  chop  may  I  dwellen 

here, 
And  grannte  it  gladly  with  a  froendes 

chore, 
And  have  a  thank,  as  grncchc  nnd  thanne 

abj'de ; 
For  hoom  to  goon   it  may  nought  wol 

bityde. 

03.  'I  wol,'  quod  she,  *myn  uncle  leef 
and  doro,  645 

Sin  that  yow  list,  it  skile  is  to  bo  so ; 
I  am  right  glad  with  yow  to  dwellen  here ; 
I  soydo  but  a-game,  I  wolde  go.' 
*Y-wis,   graunt  mercy,  neco!*   quod  he 
tho ;  649 

'  Woro  it  a  game  or  no,  soth  for  to  telle, 
Xow  am  I  glad,  sin  that  yow  list  to  dwelle.' 

04.  Thus  al  is  wel ;  but  tho  bigan  aright 
The  newo  joye,  and  al  the  feste  agayn  ; 
But  Pandnrus,  if  goodly  hadde  he  might. 
He  woldo  han  hyed  hir  to  bedde  fa3m,  655 
And  seyde,  *  lord,  this  is  an  huge  rayn  ! 


This  were  a  weder  for  to  slepen  inne ; 
And  that  I  rede  us  sono  to  biginne. 

05.  And  nece,  woot  yo  wher  I  wol  yow 
leye,  659 

For  that  we  shul  not  liggen  fer  asonder, 
And  for  ye  neither  shullen,  dar  I  seyo, 
Heren  noise  of  reynes  nor  of  thonder  ? 
By  god,  right  in  my  l>*te  closet  yonder. 
And  I  wol  in  tliat  outer  hous  allono 
Be  wardeyn  of  your  wommen  everichono. 

96.  And  in  this  middel  chaumbre  that  yo 

SCO  6(K> 

Shulyoure  wommen  slepen  wel  and  softe; 
And  ther  I  seyde  shal  your-selve  be  ; 
And  if  ye  liggen  wel  to-night,  com  ofto. 
And  careth  not  what  weder  is  on-lofte.  670 
The  wyn  anon,  and  whan  so  that  yow 

leste, 
So  go  we  slope,  I  trowe  it  bo  the  beste.' 

97.  Ther  nis  no  more,  but  here-after  sone, 
Tho  voyd6  dronke,   and    travers   drawo 

anon, 
Qan  every  wight,  that  hadde  nought  to 

done  675 

More  in  that  place,  out  of  the  chaumber 

gon. 
And  ever-mo  so  stemelich  it  ron, 
And  blew  ther- with  so  wonderliche  loude, 
That  wel  neigh  no  man  heren  other  coudo. 

06.  Tho  Pandarus,  hir  eem,  right  as  him 
oughte,  6^0 

With  women  swiche  as  were  hir  most 

aboute, 
Ful    glad    un-to    hir    boddes    syde    hir 

broughte. 
And  took  his  leve,  and  gan  ftd  lowe  loute. 
And  soyde,  *  here  at  this  closot-dore  with- 

oute, 
Right  over-thwart,  your  wommen  liggen 

alle,  6S5 

That,  whom  yow  ILste  of  hem,  ye  may 

here  calle.' 

99.  So  whan  that  she  was  in  the  closet 

leyd, 
And   alle  hir   wommen  forth  by  orde- 

naunce 
A-bedde  weren,  ther  as  I  have  seyd, 
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There  yvas  no  more  to  skippen  nor  to 
tranncef  690 

But  iHxlen  go  to  becldo,  with  mischaunce, 
If  any  wight  was  storinge  any-where, 
And  late  hem  slope  that  a-bcdde  wore. 

100.  Bnt  Pandarus,  that  wcl  condo  echo 
a  del 

The  olde  ilauncc,  and  every  poynt  ther- 

inne,  695 

Wlian  that  ho  sey  that  alio  thing  was  wel, 

He  thooghte  ho  wolde  up-on  his  werk 

biginne, 
And  gun  the  stowe-dore  al  soite  nn-pinne, 
And  stille  as  stoon,  with-outcn  lenger 

lette, 
By  Troilos  a-doan  right  he  him  setto.  700 

101.  And,  shortly  to  the  pojmt  right  fur 
togon. 

Of  al  this  werk  he  tolde  him  word  and 

endc, 
And  soydOf  *  make  thoe  redy  right  anon, 
For  thou  shalt  in-to  hevono  blisse  wende.' 
'Now    blisful    Venus,    thou    me    grace 

sendc/  705 

Quod  Troilos,  *  for  never  yet  no  nede 
Hadde  I  or  now,  ne  halvendel  the  drede.' 

10^  Quod  Pandams,  *ne  drede  thee  never 

a  del. 
For  it  shal  been  right  as  thon  wilt  dosyre ; 
So  thryve  I,  this  night  shal  I  make  it 

wel,  710 

Or  casten  al  the  gruwol  in  the  fyre.' 
*  Yit  blisful  Venus,  this  night  thou  me 

enspyro,' 
Quod  Troilus,  *as  wis  as  I  thee  serve. 
And  ever  bet  and  Ix't  shul,  til  I  Bter\'e. 

103.  And  if  I  haddo,    O  Venus    ful    of 

mirthe,  715 

Asi)ectes  baddo  of  Mars  or  of  Satume, 
Or  thou  combust  or  let  were  in  my  birthe, 
Tliy  fabler  i)ray  al  thiiko  liami  distume 
Of  graco,  and   that  I  glad   ayein   may 

tume, 
For  lovu   of  him  thou  l<»vc<lest    hi   the 

shnwe,  7J0 

I  mono  Adoon,  that  with  the  boor  was 

slawo. 


104.  O  Jove  eek,  for  the  love  of  faire 
Europe, 

The  whiche  in  forme  of  bole  away  thou 

fotte  ; 
Now  help,  O  Mars,  thou  with  thy  blody 

cope, 
For  love  of  Cipris,  thou  me  nought  no 

lette ;  725 

O  Phebus,  thenk  whan  Dane  hlr-solven 

shette 
Under  the  bark,  and  laurer  wex  for  drede, 
Yet  for  hir  love,  O  help  now  at  this  nede ! 

105.  Mercuric,  for  the  love  of  Hiers^  eke, 
For    which    Pallas   was  with   Aglauros 

wrooth,  730 

Now  help,  and  eek  Diane,  I  thee  biseke, 
That  this  viage  be  not  to  thee  looth. 
O  fatal  sustren,  which,  or  any  clooth 
Me  shapen  was,  my  destenS  mo  sponne, 
So  helpeth  to  this  werk  that  is  bi-gonne ! ' 

106.  Quod     Pandams,    Hhou    wreoched 
mouses  herte,  736 

Art  thou  agast  so  that  she  wol  thee  byte  ? 
TVhy,  don  this  f\irred  cloke  up-on  thy 

sherte, 
And  folowe  me,  for  I  wol  han  the  wyte ; 
But  byd,  and  lat  mo  go  bifore  a  lyte.'   7411 
And  with  that  word  he  gan    un-do   a 

trappe, 
And  TroUns  he  broughte  in  by  the  lappe. 

107.  The   steme  wind   so  loude  gan  to 
route 

That  no  wight  other  noyse  mighto  here  ; 
And  they  that  layen  at  the  dore  with- 
outc,  745 

Ful  sikerly  they  slepten  alio  y-fcro  ; 
And  Pandarus,  with  a  ful  sobre  chore, 
Goth  to  the  dore  anon  with-out«n  lette, 
Ther-as  they  laye,  and  softely  it  shette. 

108.  And  as  ho  com  ayeinward  privcly, 
His  neco  awook,  and  asked  *who  goth 

there  ? '  751 

'  My  dore  nece,'  quotl  he,  *  it  am  I ; 
Ne  wondroth  not,  ne  have  of  it  no  fere ;  * 
And  nor  ho  com,  and  seydo  hir  in  hir  ere, 
*  No  word,  for  love  of  go<l  I  yow  biseche ; 
Lat  no  wight  r^-so   and    horcn   of  our 

spcchc.'  756 
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109.  *Wliat!  which  wey  be  ye  coxnen, 
herudiciUf 

Qaod  she,  '  and  how  thns  tinwist  of  hem 
alio?' 

*  Hero  at  this  secree  trappe-dore/  quod  he. 
Quod  tho  Criseydo,   *lat  me  som  wight 

calle.*  760 

*  Ey  !  god  forbede  that  it  sholde  falle,' 
Qaod    Pandams,    Hhat    ye    swich    foly 

wroughto  ! 
They  mighte  deme  thing  they  never  or 
thoaghte ! 

110.  It  is  noTxght  good  a  sleping  hound  to 
wake, 

Ne  yove  a  wight  a  cause  to  devyne  ;  765 
Your  wommen  slepon  alle,  I  under-take, 
So  that,  for  hem,  the  hous  men  mighte 

m3rne ; 
And  slepen  wolen  til  tho  sonne  shyne. 
And  whan  my  tale  al  brought  is  to  an 

cnde, 
Unwist,  right  as  I  com,  so  wol  I  wendo. 

111.  Now  noce  m3m,  ye  shul  wol  under- 
stondo,'  771 

Quod  he,  *  so  as  ye  wommen  demen  alio, 
That  for  to  holde  in  love  a  man  in  honde, 
And  him  hir  "leef"  and  "dere  herte" 

callo, 
And  maken  him  an  howve  above  a  calle, 
I  mene,  as  lovo  an  other  in  this  whylo,   776 
She  doth  hir-self  a  shame,  and  him  a  gyle. 

112.  Xow  wherby  that  I  telle  yow  al  this  ? 
Yo  woot  your-self,  as  wol  as  any  wight, 
How  that  your  love  al  fully  graunted  is 
To  Troilus,  tho  worthicsto  knight,        781 
Oon  of  this  world,  and  ther-to  trouthe 

plyght. 
That,  but  it  were  on  him  along,  ye  nolde 
Him  never  falsen,  whyl  yo  liven  sholde. 

118.  Now  stant  it  thus,  that  sith  I  fro 
yow  wente,  785 

This  Troilus,  right  platly  for  to  soyiii 
Is  tliurgh  a  gotor,  by  a  priv6  wento, 
In-to  my  chaumbro  come  in  al  this  reyn, 
Unwist  of  every  manor  wight,  certeyn, 
Save  of  my-self,  as  wisly  have  I  joyo,    790 
And  by  that  feith  I  shal  Pryam  of  Troye  ! 


114.  And  ho  is  como  in  swich  pojrne  and 
distrosso 

That,  but  ho  lx>  al  fully  wood  by  this, 
Ho  sodeynly  mot  fallo  in-to  wodnesso, 
But-if  god  helpo ;  and  causo  wliy  this  is. 
He  scytli  him  told  is,  of  a  frcend  of  his, 
How  that  ye  sholde  love  oon  that  hatte 

Horaste,  797 

For  sorwo  of  which  this  night  shalt  been 

his  laste.' 

115.  Crisoyde,  which  that  al  thii  wonder 
herdo, 

Gan  sodeynly  aboute  hir  herto  coldo,    8uo 
And  with  a  syk  she  sorwfUlly  answerdo, 

*  Alias  I  I  wcnde,  who-so  talcs  toldc. 
My  dero  herto  wolde  me  not  holdo 

So  lightly  fals  !  alias  !  conccytos  wrongo, 

What  harm  they  doon,  for  now  live  I  to 

long^ !  805 

116.  Horaste  !  alios !  and  falsen  Troilus  ? 
I  knowe  him  not,  god  heipe  me  so,'  quod 

she; 
*Allas !    what  wikked  spirit  toldo  him 

thus? 
Now  ccrtes,  ecm,  to-morwe,  and  I  him  seo, 
I  shal  thcr-of  as  ful  excusen  me  8ii> 

As  ever  dido  womman,  if  him  lyko ' ; 
And  with  that  word  she  gan  ful  sore  syko. 

117.  *Ogod!'  quod  she,  '  so  worldly  seli- 
nesse, 

Which  clerkes  callen  fals  felicitee, 
Y-medlod  is  with  many  a  bittemesse !  815 
Ful  anguisshous  than  is,  god  woot,*  quod 
she, 

*  Condicioun  of  veyn  prosperiteo  ; 
For  either  joyes  comen  nought  y-ferc. 
Or  cUcs  no  wight  hath  hem  alwey  here. 

118.  O  brotel  wclo  of  mannes  joye   un- 
stable !  S2fi 

With  what  wight  so  thou  be,  or  how  thou 

ploye. 
Either  he  woot  that  thou,  joye,  art  mu- 

ablc. 
Or  woot  it  not,  it  moot  bon  oon  of  twcyo ; 
Now  if  ho  woot  it  not,  how  may  he  scyo 
That  he  hath  vcrray  joye  and  scl  in  esse,  8^5 
That  is  of  ignoraunco  ay  in  derknosse  ? 


Book  IIL] 


^rotftie  anb  Cneepbe. 


259 


119.  Now  if  he  woot  that  joye  is  transi- 
torie, 

As  every  joye  of  worldly  thing  mot  flee, 
Than  every  tyxne  he  that  hath  in  me- 

morie, 
The  drede  of  losing  maketh  him  that  he 
May  in  no  parfit  selincsso  be.  831 

And  if  to  lese  his  joyo  he  set  a  myte, 
Than  semeth  it  that  joye  is  >*-orth  ful  j 

lyte. 

120.  Wherfore    I    wol    deifyne    in    this 
materc, 

That  trewoly,  for  ought  I  can  cspye,      835 
Thcr  is  no  vorray  wele  in  this  world  here. 
But  O,  thou  wikked  serpent  Jalousye, 
Thou  misbelovod  and  envious  folye, 
Why  hastow  Troilus  me  mml  untriste, 
That  never  yet  ogilte  liim,  that  I  wiste  ?  * 

121.  Quod  Pandoras,  'thus  fallen  is  this 
COS.*  841 

*  Wliy,  ujiclo  myn,*  qno<l  she,  '  who  tolde 

him  this  ? 
Why  doth  my  dere  herte  thus,  alias?' 

*  Ye  woot,  ye  nece  myn,'  quod  he,  *  what  is ; 
I  hope  al  shal  be  wol  that  is  amis.  845 
For  yo  may  quencho  al  this,  if  that  yow 

lestc. 
And  doth   right  so,   for  I  holde  it  the 
beste.' 

122.  '  So  shal  I  do  to-morwc,  y-wis,*  quod 
she, 

*  .\nd  god  to-forn,  so  that  it  shal  su£f3r8e.* 

*  To-morwo  ?  alias,  that  were  a  fajn:,'  quod 

he,  850 

'Nay,   nay,  it  may  not  stonden  in  this 

wyse; 
For,  nece  myn,  thus  wryten  clerkes  wyte, 
That  peril  is  with  drecching  in  y-drawe  ; 
Nay,  swich  abodes  been  nought  worth  an 

hawe.  * 

123.  Nece,  al  thing  hath  tymc,  I   dar 
avowe ;  ^^^ 

For  whan  a  chaumber  a-fyr  is,  or  anhalle, 
Wei  more  nedo  is,  it  8o<leynly  rescowo 
Than  to  dispute,  and  axe  amonges  alio 
How  is  this  candel  in  the  straw  y-falle  ? 
A  I  benedicite  !  for  al  among  that  faro  860 
The  harm  is  doon,  and  fare-wel  feldefare ! 


124.  And,  nece  myn,  ne  take  it  not  a- 
greef, 

If  that  ye  suffro  him  al  night  in  this  wo, 
God  help  mo  so,  ye  hadde  him  never  leef, 
That  dar  I  seyn,  now  there  is  but  we 
two ;  865 

But  wel  I  woot,  that  ye  wol  not  do  so  ; 
Ye  been  to  wys  to  do  so  g^et  folye, 
To  putte  his  lyf  al  night  in  jupartye.' 

125.  *  Hadde  I  him  never  leef?    By  god, 
I  weno 

Ye  hadde  never  thing  so  leef,'  quod  she. 
*  Now  by  my  thrift,*  quod  he,  *  that  shal 
be  sene  ;  871 

For,  sin  ye  make  this  ensamplo  of  mo, 
If  I  al  night  wolde  him  in  sorwe  see 
For  al  the  tresour  in  the  toun  of  Troye, 
I  bidde  god,  I  never  mote  have  joye  !      875 

126.  Now  loke  thanne,  if  ye,  that  been 
his  love, 

Shul  putte  al  night  his  l>'f  in  jupartye 
For  thing  of  nought !     Now,  by  that  god 

above. 
Nought  only  this  delay  comth  of  folye. 
But  of  malyce,  if  tliat  I  shal  nought  lye. 
What,  platly,  and  ye  suffre  him  in  dls- 

tresse,  881 

Y^e  neither  bonntee  doon  nc  gcntilesso  ! ' 

127.  Quod  tho  Criseyde,  '  wole  ye  doon 
o  thing. 

And  ye  therwith  shal  stinte  al  his  disese ; 
Have  here,  and  bcreth  him  this  blcwe 

ring,  S85 

For  ther  is  no-thing  mighte  him  bettro 

plese, 
Save  I  my-self,  ne  more  his  herte  apese ; 
And  sey  my  dero  herte,  tliat  his  sorwe 
Is  causeles,  that  shal  be  seen  to-morwe.' 

128.  '  A  ring  ? '  quod  he,  *  ye,  hasel-wodes 
shaken !  890 

Ye,  nece  myn,  that  ring  mosto  han  a  stoon 
That  mighte  dedc  men  alyve  maken  ; 
And  swich  a  ring,  trowe  I  that  ye  have 

noon. 
Discrecionn  out  of  your  heed  is  goon  ; 
That  fcle  I  now,'  quod  he,  *  and  that  is 

routho ;  895 

O    tymo    y-lost,    wel     maystow    curscn 

slouthe ! 
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129.  Wot  ye  not  wel  that  noble  and  heigh 
corage 

Ne  sorwoth  not,  no  stinteth  eek  for  lyte? 
But  if  a  fool  wero  in  a  jaloos  rage, 
I  nolde  setten  at  his  sorwe  a  myte,       900 
But  feffe  him  with  a  fewo  wordea  whyte 
Another  day,  -whan  that  I  mighte  him 

finde  : 
But  this  thing  stont  al  in  another  kinde. 

130.  This  is  so  gontil  and  so  tendre  of 
herto, 

That  -with  his  deeth  he  wol  his  sorwes 
wreko ;  905 

For  trusteth  wel,  how  sore  that  him 
smerte, 

He  wol  to  yow  no  jaloose  wordes  speke. 

And  for-thy,  nece,  er  that  his  herto  breke, 

S<>  spck  yourself  to  him  of  this  matere  ; 

For  with  o  word  ye  may  his  herte  store. 

131.  Now  have  I  told  what  peril  ho  is 


mne. 


911 


And  his  coming  unwist  is  t'  every  wight ; 
Ne,  pardeo,  harm  may  ther  be  noon  ne 

sinne ; 
I  wol  my-self  be  with  yow  al  this  night. 
Ye  knowe  eek  how  it  is  your  owne  knight. 
And  that,  by  right,  ye  moste  upon  him 

triste,  916 

And  I  al  prest  to  fecche  him  whan  yow 

liste.' 

132.  This  accident  so  pitous  was  to  hero, 
And  eek  so  lyk  a  sooth,  at  pryme  face, 
And  Troilus  hir  knight  to  hir  so  dere,  920 
His  priv6  coming,  and  the  slker  place. 
That,  thoiigh    that    she    dide    him    as 

thanno  a  grace, 
Considered  alio  thinges  as  they  stode, 
No  wonder  is,  sin  she  dide  al  for  gode. 

133.  Cryseydo  answerde,  *  as  wisly  god  at 
reste  935 

My  sowlo  bringc,  as  me  is  for  him  wo ! 
And  eem,  y-wis,  fayn  woldo  I  doon  tho 

bcstc, 
If  that  I  haddo  grace  to  do  so. 
But  whether  that  ye  dwello  or  for  him  go, 
I  am,  til  god  me  bettre  minde  sende,   930 
At  dulcaruon,  right  at  my  wittes  endo.' 


184.  Quod  Pandarus,  *ye,  nece,  wol  ye 

here? 
Dulcamon      called     is     *'fleminge     of 

wrecches  " ; 
It  semeth  hard,  for  wrecches  wol  not  lore 
For    verray    slouthe    or    othere    wilful 

tecches ;  935 

This  seyd  by  hem  that  be  not  worth  two 

fecches. 
But  ye  ben  wys,  and  that  we  ban  on 

honde 
Nis  neither  hard,  ne  skilful  to  withstonde.' 

186.  '  Thanne,  eem,'  quod  she,  *doth  her- 

of  as  yow  list ; 
But  or  he  come  I  wil  up  first  aiyse ;    940 
And,  for  the  love  of  god,  sin  al  my  trist 
Is  on  yow  two,  and  ye  ben  bothe  wyse, 
So  wircheth  now  in  so  discreet  a  wyse, 
That  I  honour  may  have,  and  he  ples- 

aunce; 
For  I  am  here  al  in  your  govemaunoe.' 

186.  *That  is  wel  seyd,'  quod  he,  *my 
nece  dere,  946 

Ther  good  thrift  on  that  wyse    gentil 

herte ! 
But  liggeth  stille,  and  taketh  him  right 

here. 
It  nedeth  not  no  ferther  for  him  sterte  ; 
And  ech  of  yow  ese  otheres  sorwes  smerte, 
For  love    of  god ;    and,  Venus,  I  thee 

herie ;  951 

For  sone  hope  I  we  shulle  ben  alle  merle.' 

187.  This  Troilus  tvl  sone  on  knees  him 
sette 

Ful  sobrely,  right  by  hir  beddes  heed. 
And  in  his  beste  wyse  his  lady  grette ;  955 
But  lord,  so  she  wex  sodeynliche  reed  ! 
Ne,  though  men  sholden  sm3rten  of  hir 

heed, 
She  coude  nought  a  word  il-right  out- 

bringe 
So  sodeynly,  for  his  sodeyn  oominge. 

138.  But  Pandarus,  that  so  wel  coude  fclo 
In  every  thing,  to  pleyo  anoon  bigan,  961 
And  seyde,  '  nece,  see  how  this  lord  can 

knele ! 
Now,  for  your  trouthe,  secth  this  gentil 

man!' 
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And  with  that  word  he  for  a  qoisshen 

ran, 
And  seydo,  '  kneloth  now,  whyl  that  yow 

leste,  965 

Ther  god  your   hcrtcs   bringe    gone    at 

resto!' 

180.  Can  I  not  soyn,  for  she  bad  him  not 

rj-se, 
If  gorwo  it  pntto  out  of  hir  remembraunco, 
Or  dies  if  she  toko  it  in  the  wyse 
Of  duCtee,  as  for  his  obsorvaunce  ;        970 
But    wel    finde    I    she    dide    him    tliis 

plesaunce, 
That  she  him  kiste,  al-though  she  syked 

sore; 
And  bad  him  sitto  a-doun  with-outen  more. 

140.  Quod  Pandarus,   '  now  wol  ye  wel 
biginno ; 

Now  doth  him  sitto,  gode  noce  derc,  975 
Ujwn  your  beddes  sydo  al  there  with- 

inne, 
That  ech  of  yow  the  bet  may  other  here.* 
And  with  that  word  he  drow  him  to  the 

fore, 
And  took  a  light,  and  fond  his  conten- 

aunce 
As  for  to  loke  ux>-on  an  old  romaunce.  980 

141.  Criseydo,  t  hat  was  Troilus  lady  right, 
And  cleor  stood  on  a  ground  of  sikemesse, 
Al  thoughte  she,  hir  servaunt  and  hir 

knight 
Ne  sholde  of  right  non  untrouthe  in  hir 

gesse,  984 

Yet  nathelces,  considered  his  distresse, 
And  that  love  is  in  cause  of  swich  folye, 
Tiius  to  him  spak  she  of  his  jelousyo  : 

142.  *  Lo,  herte  myn,  as  wolde  the  excel- 
lence 

Of  love,  ayeins  the  which  that  no  man 

may, 
Ne  onghte  eek  goodly  makon  resistence  ; 
And  ock  bycauso  I  felto  wel  and  say    991 
Yourgrct(*tronthe,  and  servyso  everyday ; 
And  that  your  hcrto  al  myn  was,  sooth  to 

seyne, 
This  droof  mo  for  to  re  we  ujvon  your 

peyne. 


148.  And  3'our  goodnease  have  I  founds 

alwey  yit,  qqs 

Of  whiche,  my  dere  herto  and  al   my 

knight, 
I  thonke  it  yow,  as  fer  as  I  have  wit, 
Al  can  I  nought  as  muche  as  it  were  right : 
And  I,   cmforth   my  conningo  and   my 

might. 
Have  and  ay  shal,   how  sore   that  me 

smerte,  ioot> 

Ben  to  yow  trewo  and  hool,  with  al  myn 

herte  ; 

144.  And  dredclccs,  that  shal  bo  founde 
at  prevo. — 

But,  herte  myn,  what  al  this  is  to  seyne 
Shal  wel  be  told,  so  that  ye  noght  yow 

greve, 
Though  I  to  yow  right  on  your-self  com- 

pleyne.  1005 

For  ther-with  mcno  I  fynally  the  pejiie, 
That  halt  your  herte  and  myn  in  hevi- 

nosse, 
Fully  to  sleen,  and  every  wrong  redresse. 

145.  My  goode,  myn,  not  I  for-why  ne 
how 

That  Jalousyc,  alias !  that  wlkkcd  wivere, 
Thus  causelees  is  cropen  in-to  yow  ;  loiz 
The  harm  of  which  I  wolde  fayn  dolivere ! 
Alias !  that  he,  al  hnol,  or  of  him  slivere, 
Shuld  have  his  refut  in  so  digno  a  place, 
Ther  Jove  him  sono  out  of  your  herte 
arace  I  1015 

146.  But  O,  thou  Jovo,  O  auctor  of  nature. 
Is  this  an  honour  to  thy  deitoc, 

That  folk  ung^ltif  suffron  here  injure. 
And  who  that  giltif  is,  al  quit  goth  he  ? 
O  were  it  leftil  for  to  ployne  on  thee,  1020 
That  undeserved  suffrest  jalousye, 
And  that  I  wolde  up-on  thee  pleyne  and 
crj'e ! 

147.  Eek  al  my  wo  is  this,  that  folk  now 
uscn 

To   seyn    right    thus,   "ye,  Jalousye    is 
Love  ! "  1024 

And  wolde  a  busshel  vonim  al  cxcuscn, 
For  that  o  greyn  of  love  is  on  it  shove  ! 
But  that  wot  heighc  god  that  sit  above, 
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If  it  be  lyker  love,  or  hate,  or  gramo  ; 
And  after  that,  it  ooghte  here  his  name. 

148.  But  oerteyn  is,  som  maner  jalousye 
Is  excusable  more  than  som,  y-wis.     1031 
As  whan  cause  is,  and  som  swich  fantasye 
With  piotee  so  wel  repressed  is, 

That  it  unnetho  dooth  or  seyth  amis, 
But  goodly  drinkoth  up  al  his  distresse ; 
And  that  excuse  I,  for  the  gentilesse.  1036 

1 49.  And  som  so  ful  of  furie  is  and  despyt. 
That  it  sourmonnteth  his  reprossioun  ; 
But  herte  myn,  ye  be  not  in  that  plyt-, 
That  thanke    I    god,    for  whiche  your 

I>assioun  1040 

I  wol  not  calle  it  but  illusioun, 
Of  habnndaunco  of  love  and  bisy  cure. 
That  dooth  your  herte  this  disese  endure. 

150.  Of  -which  I  am  right  sory,  but  not 
wrooth ;  1044 

But,  for  my  devoir  and  your  hertes  reste, 
Whor-so  yow  list,  by  ordal  or  by  ooth. 
By  sort,  or  in  what  w^-se  so  yow  leste. 
For  love  of  god,  lat  prove  it  for  the  beste ! 
And  if  that  I  be  giltif,  do  me  deye,     1049 
Alias  !  what  mighto  I  more  doon  or  seye? ' 

151.  With  that  a  fewe  brighte  teres  newe 
Out  of  hir  oyen  fille,  and  thus  she  seyde, 

'  Now  god,  thou  west,  in  thought  ne  dede 

untrewe 
To  Troilus  was  never  yet  Criseyde.' 
With  that  hir  heed  doun  in  the  bed  she 

loyde,  1055 

And  with  the  shete  it  wreigh,  and  ^yghed 

sore, 
And  held  hir  pees ;  not  o  word  spak  she 

more. 

152.  Bat  now  help  god  to  quenchen  al 
this  aorwc, 

So  hope  I  that  he  shal,  for  he  best  may; 
For  I  have  seyn,  of  a  ful  misty  morwe  1060 
Folwen  ful  ofto  a  niery  someres  day ; 
And  after  winter  folweth  grene  May. 
Men  soon  alday,  and  reden  eek  in  stories. 
That  after  sharx>e  shoures  been  victories. 

153.  This  Troilus,   whan  he   hir  wordes 
herdo,  1065 

Have  ye  no  care,  him  liste  not  to  slepe ; 


For  it  thoughte  him  no  strokes  of  a  yerde 
To  here  or  seen  Criseyde  his  lady  wepo  ; 
But  wel  he  felte  aboute  his  herte  crepe, 
For  every  teer  which   that  Criseyde  a- 

sterte,  1071) 

The  crampe  of  deeth,  to  streyne  him  by 

the  herte. 

154.  And  in  his  minde  ho  gan  the  tymo 
acurse 

That  he  cam  there,  and  that  he  was  bom ; 
For  now  is  wikke  y-tumed  in-to  worse, 
And  al  that  labour  he  hath  doon  biforn. 
He  wende  it  lost,  he  thoughte  he  nas  but 

lorn.  1076 

*0  Pandams,'  thoughte  he,  *  alias!    thy 

wylo 
Sorvoth    of   nought,    so    weylawey    the 

whyle  ! ' 

155.  And  therwithal  he  heng  a-doun  the 
heed, 

And  fil  on  knees,  and  sorwfnlly  he  sighte ; 
What  mighte  he  seyn?  he  felte  he  nas 

but  deed,  loSi 

For  wrooth  was  she  that  shulde  his  sorwes 

lighte. 
But  nathelees,    whan    that    he    si>ckcii 

mighte. 
Than  seyde  he  thus,  *  god  woot,  that  of 

this  game. 
Whan  al  is  wist,  than  am  I  not  to  blame !' 

156.  Ther-with  the  sorwe  so  his  herte 
shette,  iu86 

That  from  his  eyen  fil  ther  not  a  tere, 
And  every  spirit  his  vigour  in-knetto, 
So  they  astoned  and  oppressed  were. 
The  feling  of  his  sorwe,  or  of  his  fere,  1090 
Or  of  ought  elles,  fled  was  out  of  towne  ; 
And  doun  he  fel  al  sodeynly  a-ewowne. 

157.  This  was  no  litel  sorwe  for  to  see  ; 
But  al  was  hust,  and  Pandare  up  as  faste, 
'  O  nece,  i>ees,  or  we  be  lost,' quod  he,  1095 
*  Beth  nought  agast ; '  but  certeyn,  at  the 

laste. 
For  this  or  that,  ho  in-to  bedde  him  caste, 
And  seyde,  ^O  theef,  is  this  a  mannos 

herte?' 
And  of  he  rente  al  to  his  bare  sherte ; 
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158.  And  seydo,  *nocc,  but  yo  liolpo  hb 


now. 


1 100 


Alias,  your  owne  Troilus  is  lorn  ! ' 
'  Y-wis,  BO  -woldc  I,  ond  I  wisto  how, 
Fnl  fajoi,'  qnod  she ;  *  alios !  that  I  was 

born!' 
*  Yo,  nocc,  wol  ye  pidlen  out  the  thorn 
That  stikcth  in  his  herte?'  quo<i  Pandare ; 
'Sey  '*al  foryeve,"  and  stint  is  nl  this 

fare!'  1106 

150.    •  Yo,   that   to   lue/  quod   she,    *  ftil 

lever  wore 
Than  al  the  good  the  sonno  abouto  gooth ' ; 
Anti  therwith-al  sho  swoor  him  in  his  ere, 
'Y-wis,   my  dere    herte,   I    am   nought 

wrooth,  1 1 10 

Have  hero  my  trouthe  and  many  another 

ooth  ; 
Now  speck  to  mo,  for  it  am  I,  Crisoyde ! ' 
But  ol  for  nought ;  yot  mighte  he  not 

a-breyde. 

100.  Therwith  his  pons  and  pawmes  of 

his  hondes 
They  gan  to  frote,  and  wete  his  temples 

tweyne,  11 15 

And,  to  deliveren  him  from  bittre  bondes. 
She  oft«  him  kiste  ;  and,  shortly  for  to 

scjTie, 
Him  to  revokou  she  dide  al  hir  p^yne. 
And  at  the  laste,  he  gan  his  breoth  to 

drawo, 
And  of  his  swough  sone  after  that  adawe, 

161.  And  gan  bet  mindo  and  reson  to  him 

take,  1 121 

But  wonder  sore  he  was  abayst,  y-wis. 
And  with  a  syk,  whan  he  gnn  bet  a-wake. 
He  seyde,  '  O  mercy,  god,  what  thing  is 

this?' 
'  Why  do  ye  with  your-selven  thus  amis?' 
Quod  tho   Criscyde,   '  is  this  a  mannes 

game?  1126 

What,    Troilus !    wol    yo    do    thus,    for 

shame?* 

102.  And  therwith-al  hir  arm  over  him 

she  loydo, 
And  al  foryaf,  and  ofto  tyme  him  kesto. 
Ho  thoukod  hir,  and  to  hir  spak,   and 

soydo  1 130 


As  ill  to  purpoB  for  his  herte  reste. 

And  sho  to  that  answerde  him  as  hir 

Icsto ; 
And  with  hir  goodly  wordes  him  disporto 
She  E^n,  and  ofte  his  sorwes  to  comforte. 

163.  Quod  Pandarus,   ^  for   ought  I  con 
espyen,  1135 

Tliis  light  nor  I  ne  sorven  hero  of  nought ; 
Light  is  not  good  for  syke  folkes  yi'n. 
But  for  tho  love  of  god,  sin  ye  be  brought 
In  thus  good   pl.v't,  lat   now  non  hevy 

thought 
Bon    hangingo    in    tho    hertes    of  yow 

tweye:'  1140 

And  bar  the  candcl  to  the  chimeneye. 

164.  Sone  after  this,  though  it  no  nedo 
were, 

Wlian  sho  swich  othes  as  hir  list  do'vyso 
Hadde  of  him  take,  hir  thoughte  tho  no 

fere, 
Xe  cause  eek  non,  to  bidde  him  thennos 

ryse.  1145 

Yet  lesse  thing  than  othes  may  suffyse 
In  msmy  a  cas ;  for  every  wight,  I  gosse, 
That  loveth  wel  meneth  but  gentilesse. 

165.  But  in  effect  she  woldo  wite  anoon 
Of  what  man,  and  eek  where,  and  also 

why  1 15c) 

He  jelous  was,  sin  thcr  was  causo  noo:i ; 
And  eek  the  signe,  that  ho  took  it  by, 
Sho  bad  him  that  to  telle  hir  bisil^', 
Or  ellcs,  certeyn,  she  bar  him  on  hondc, 
That  this  was  doon  of  malis,  hir  to  fondc. 

166.  With-outen    more,    shortly    for    to 
soyne,  1156 

He  moste  obeyo  un-to  his  lotly  hoste  ; 
And  for  the  lasso  harm,  ho  moste  feyne. 
Ho  seyde  hir,  whan  sho  was  at  qjvicho 

a  feste 
She  mighte  on  him   ban   lokod   at  tho 

lesto ;  ii6ii 

Not  I  not  what,  al  doro  y-nough  a  risshc. 
As  he  that  nodes  moste  a  cause  iisshe. 

107.  And  sho  answerde,  '  swete,  al  were 

it  so, 
Wliat  harm   was  that,   sin  I   uou  j'vol 

meno? 
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For,  l^  that  god  that  bonghte  us  bothe 
two,  1 165 

In  alle  thinge  is  myn  entente  clone. 

Swich  arguments  ne  been  not  worth  a 
bene; 

Wol  ye  the  childish  jalous  controfete  ? 

Now  were  it  worthy  that  ye  were  y-bete.' 

168.  Tho  Troilus  gan  sorwfully  to  syke, 
Lest  she  be  wrooth,  him  thoughte  his 
herte  deydo  ;  11 71 

And  seyde,  *  alias  !  upon  my  sorwcs  i^ke 
Have  mercy,  swote  herte  myn,  Criseyde ! 
And  if  that,  in  tho  wordes  that  I  seyde. 
Be  any  wrong,  I  wol  no  more  trespace ; 
Do  what  yow  list,  I  am  al  in  your  grace.' 

160.  And  she  answerde,  '  of  gilt  misori- 

corde ! 
That  is  to  seyn,  that  I  foryeve  al  this ; 
And  ever-more  on  this  night  yow  recorde. 
And  beth  wel  war  ye  do  no  more  amis.'i  180 
*  Nay,  dero  herte  m>-n,*  quod  he,  '  y-wis.* 
*And  now,'  quod  she,   'that  I  have  do 

yow  smerte, 
Poryeve  it  me,  myn  owone  swete  herte.' 

170.  This  Troilus,  with  blisse  of  that  sup- 
prysed,  1184 

Put  al  in  goddos  bond,  as  he  that  mente 
No-thing  but  wel ;  and,  sodeynly  avysed. 
He  hir  in  armes  faste  to  him  hent^. 
And  Pandarus,  with  a  faX  good  entente, 
Leyde  him  to  slei>e,  and  seyde,  '  if  ye  ben 

wyse, 
Swowneth  not  now,  lest  more  folk  aryse.' 

171.  What  mighte  or  may  the  sely  larke 
seye,  1 191 

Whan  that  the  sparhauk  hath  it  in  his 

foot? 
I  can  no  more,  but  of  thise  ilke  tweye, 
To  whom  this  tale  sucre  be  or  soot, 
Though  that  I  tarie  a  yeor,   som-tyme 

I  moot,  1 195 

After  mya  auctor,  tellen  hir  gladnesse, 
As  wel  as  I  have  told  hir  hevinesse. 

172.  Criscydo,  which  that  felto  hir  thus 
v-take, 

Aj  writen  clorkos  in  hir  bokes  olde, 


Bight  as  an  aspes  leef  she  gan  to  quake, 
Whan  she  him  felte»  hir  in  his  amies 

folde.  I30I 

But  Troilus,  al  liool  of  cares  colde, 
Gan    thankon    tho    the    blisful    guddcs 

sevene ; 
Thus    sondry    peynes    bringen    folk    to 

hevene. 

178.    This    Troilus    in    armes    gan    hir 

streyne,  1^05 

And  seyde,  'O  swete,  as  ever  mote  I  goon. 

Now  bo  ye  caught,  now  is  ther  but  we 

tweyne ; 
Now  yeldeth  yow,  for  other  boot  is  noon,' 
To  that  Criseyde  answerde  thus  anoon, 
'  Ne  hadde   I  or  now,   my  swoto  herte 
dere,  laio 

Bon  yolde,  y-wis,  I  wore  now  not  here  !' 

174.  O  !  sooth  is  seyd,  that  holed  for  to  be 
As  of  a  fevre  or  othere  greet  syknessc, 
Men  moste  drinko,  as  men  may  ottoii  see, 
Ful  bittre  drink ;  and  for  to  ban  glad- 
nesse, I J 15 

Men  drinken  often  pejmo  and  greet  dis- 

tresse ; 
I  mene  it  here,  as  for  this  aventure, 
That  thourgh  a  peyne  hath  founden  ol 

his  cure. 

175.  And   now  swotnesso    semeth    more 
swete. 

That  bittemesse  assayed  was  bifom ;  1220 
For  out  of  wo  in  blisse  now  they  fletc. 
Non  swich  they  felten,  sith  they  were 

born  ; 
Now  is  this  bet,  than  bothe  two  be  lorn  ! 
.  For  love    of  god,  take  every  womman 

hede 
To  werken  thus,  if  it  comth  to  the  nede. 

176.  Criseyde,  al  quit  from  every  dredo 
and  tene,  1226 

As  she  that  juste  cause  hadde  liim  to  tristc. 
Made  him  swich  festo,  it  joye  was  to  seno. 
Whan  she  his  tronthe  and  cleno  entente 
wiste.  122k) 

And  as  about«  a  tree,  with  many  a  twiste, 
Bitrent  and  wr>-th  the  sote  wode-biude, 
Qan  echo  of  hem  in  armes  other  winde. 
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177.  And  03  tho  newc  abaysshed  nightin- 
gale, 

That  stintoth  first  whan  sho  biginneth 

singe, 
Whan  that  sho  hereth  any  horde  tale,  1:135 
Or  in  the  heggcs  any  wight  steringe, 
And  after  siker  dooth  hir  voys  oat-ring^ ; 
night  so  Criseyde,  whan  hir  drode  stento, 
Opncd  hir  herte,  and  tolde  him  hir  entente. 

178.  And  right  us  ho  that  sooth  his  deeth 
y-shapen,  1340 

And  deyo  moot,  in  onght  that  he  may 

gosse. 
And  sodoynly  rescous  doth  him  cscapen, 
And  from  his  dooth  is  brought  in  siker- 

ne-sso. 
For  al  this  world,  in  swich  present  glad- 

nesse  1244 

Was  Troilns,  and  hath  his  lady  sweto  ; 
With  worse  hap  god  lat  ns  never  mete  ! 

179.  Hir  armes  smale,  hir  streyghte  bak 
and  softe, 

Hir    sydes  longe,    fleshly,   smothe,    and 

whyto 
He  gan  to  stroke,  and  good  thrift  bad  ftil 

ofte 
Hir  snowish  throte,  hir  brestesroondo  and 

lyte ;  1250 

Thus  in  this  heveno  ho  gan  him  to  delyte. 
And  ther-with-al  a  thousand  tyme  hir 

kisto; 
Tliat,  what  to  done,  for  joye  unnethe  he 

wiste. 

ISO.  Than  seyde  lie  thus,   '  O,   Love,   O, 

Charitee, 
Thy  moder  oek,  Citherea  tho  swete,     1255 
After  thy-self  next  heried  be  she, 
Venus  mono  I,  the  wol-willy  planete  ; 
And  next  that,  ImenJJns,  I  thee  g^*te  ; 
For  never  man  was  to  yow  goddes  holde 
As   I,  which  ye  lian  brought  fro  cares 

coldo.  126C1 

181.  Benigne  Love,    thou  holy   bond  of 

thinges, 
Who-so  wol  grace,  and  list  thoo  nought 

honouren, 
Lo,  his  desyr  wol  flee  with-outen  winges. 


For,  noldcstow  of  bountee  hem  soconron 
That  serven  best  and  most  alwoy  labouren. 
Yet  were  al  lost,  that  dar  I  wcl  seyn, 
certes,  1266 

But-if  thy  grace  passed  our  desert cs. 

182.  And  for  thou  me,  that  coudo  lecst 
deserve 

Of  hem  that  nombred  been  un-to  thy 

grace. 
Hast  holpen,  ther  I  lykly  was  to  storvo. 
And  me  bistowed  in  so  heygh  aplaco  1271 
That  thilke  boundes  may  no  blisse  i>ace, 
I  can  no  more,  but  laude  and  reverence 
Be  to  thy  bounte  and  thyn  excellence !  * 

183.  And  therwith-al  Crif»eyde  anoon  ho 
kiste,  1275 

Of  which,  corteyn,  she  felto  no  disese. 
And  thus  seyde  he,   *now  wolde  god  I 

wiste, 
Myn  herte  swete,  how  I  yow  mighte  plese ! 
What  man,'  quod  he,  *  was  over  thus  at  cse 
As  I,   on  whiche  the  faireste  and  the 

beste  1280 

That  ever  I  say,  deyneth  hir  herte  reste. 

184.  Here   may   men   seen    that  mercy 
passoth  right ; 

The  experience  of  that  is  felt  in  me. 
That  am  unworthy  to  so  swete  a  wight. 
But  herte  myn,  of  your  benignitee,      1285 
So  thenketh,  though  that  I  unworthy  be, 
Yet  mot  I  nede  amendon  in  som  wyse. 
Bight  thonrgh  the  vertu  of  your  heyghe 
servyse. 

185.  And  for  the  love  of  god,  my  lady 
dero, 

Sin  god  hath  wrought  mo  for  I  shal  yow 
serve,  129c) 

As  thus  I  mene,  that  ye  wol  be  my  stere, 
To  do  me  live,  if  that  yow  liste,  or  sterve, 
So  techoth  mo  how  that  I  may  deserve 
Your    thank,   so    that    I,   thurgh    myn 
ignoraunce,  1294 

Ne  do  no-thing  that  yow  be  displesaunce. 

186.  For  certes,  fresshe  wommanliche  wyf. 
This  dar  I  scye,  that  trouthe  and  dili- 
gence. 

That  shal  ye  finden  in  me  al  my  lyf, 
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Ne  I  wol  not,  certo3m,  broken  your  de- 
fence ; 
And  if  I  do,  present  or  in  absence,      1300 
For  love  of  gotl,  lat  slee  me  with  the  dedo, 
If  that  it  lyke  un-to  your  womanhede.* 

187.  '  Y-wis,*  quod  she,  *  myn  owne  hertes 
list, 

My  ground  of  ose,  and  al  myn  herte  dere, 
Graunt  mercy,   for  on    that    is    al  my 

trist ;  1305 

But  late  us  falle  awey  fro  this  matcre ; 
For  it  snffyseth,  this  that  seyd  is  here. 
And  at  o  word,  with-outen  repentannco, 
Wel-como,    my    knight,    my    pees,    my 

sufiELsaunce ! ' 

188.  Of  hir  delyt,  or  joyes  oon  the  leste 
Were  impossible  to  my  wit  to  scye  ;    131 1 
But  juggeth,  ye  that  han  ben  at  the  feste 
Of  swich  gladnesse,  if  that  hem  listepleye ! 
I  can  no  more,  but  thus  thise  ilke  tweye 
That  night,  be-twixen  dreed  and  siker- 

nesse,  1315 

Felt«n  in  love  the  grete  worthinesse. 

189.  O  blisful  night,   of   hem    so  longe 
y-8on«:ht, 

How  blitho  un-to  hem  bothe  two  thou 

were ! 
Why  ne  hadde  I  swich  on  with  my  soulo 

y-bought. 
Ye,  or  the  leeste  joye  that  was  there  ?  1310 
A-wcy,  thou  foule  daunger  and  thou  fere. 
And  lat  hem  in  this  hevene  blisse  dwelle, 
That  is  so  heygh,  that  al  ne  can  I  telle ! 

190.  But  sooth  is,  though  I  can  not  tellen  al, 
As  can  myn  auctor,  of  his  excellence,  1325 
Yet  have  I  seyd,  and,  god  to-fom,  I  shal 
In  every  thing  al  hoolly  his  sentence. 
And  if  that  I,  at  loves  reverence. 

Have  any  word  in  eched  for  the  beste. 
Doth  thcrwith-al    right  as   your-selven 
leste.  1330 

191.  For  mjme  wordcs,  here  and  every 
part, 

I  si>eko  hem  alio  under  oorreccioun 
Of  yow,  that  fo.ling  han  in  loves  art. 
And  putte  it  al  in  your  discrocioun 
T  encrese  or  maken  diminucioun        1335 


Of  my  langage,  and  that  I  yow  bi-seche ; 
But  now  to  purpos  of  my  rather  speche. 

192.  Thise  ilke  two,  that  ben  in  armes 

laft. 
So  looth  to  hem  a-sonder  goon  it  were, 
That  ech  from  other  wende  been  biraft. 
Or  dies,  lo,  this  was  hir  mosto  fere,    1341 
That  al  this  thing  but  nyce  dremes  wore ; 
For  which  ful  ofte  ech  of  hem  seyde,  '  O 

swote, 
Clippo  ich  yow  thus,  or  clles  I  it  mete  ? ' 

198.  And,  lord !  so  he  gan  goodly  on  hir 

sec,  1.M5 

That  never  his  look  ne  bleynte  from  hir 

face. 
And  seyde,  '  O  dere  herte,  may  it  be 
That  it  be  sooth,  that  ye  ben  in  this 

place?' 
'  Ye,  herte  myn,  god  thank  I  of  his  gprace ! ' 
Quod  tho  Crisoyde,  and  therwith-al  him 

kisto,  1350 

That  where  his  spirit  was,  for  joye  heniste. 

194.  This  Troilus  ful  ofte  hir  eyen  two 
Gan  for  to  kisso,  and  seyde,  *0  eyen  clcrc, 
It  were  ye  that  wroughte  me  swich  wo. 
Ye  humble  nettes  of  my  lady  dere !      1355 
Though  ther  be  mercy  writen  in  your 

chere, 
God  wot,  tho  text  ful  hard  is,  sooth,  to 

ilnde, 
Howcoude  ye  with-outen  bond  me  binde?' 

195.  Therwith  he  gan  hir  faste  in  armes 
take,  1359 

And  wol  an  hundred  t3rmes  gan  he  syke, 
Nought  swichesorwfnlsykes  as  men  make 
For  wo,  or  clles  whan  that  folk  ben  syke, 
But  esy  sykes,  swiche  as  been  to  lyke, 
That  shewed  his  affeccioun  with-inne  ; 
Of  swiche  sykes  coude  he  nought  bilinne. 

196.  Sone  after  this  they  spoke  of  sondry 
thinges,  1366 

As  fil  to  purpos  of  this  aventuro, 
And  plcyinge  ontrochaungedcii  hir  riuges. 
Of  which  I  can  nought  tellen  no  scripture ; 
But  wel  I  woot  a  brochc,  gold  and  asurc, 
In  whiche  a  ruby  set  was  lyk  an  herte,  1371 
Criseyde  him  yaf,  and  stak  it  on  his 
sherte. 
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197.  Lord !  trowoye,  acoveitous,  awrecche, 
That  blameth  love  and  holt  of  it  despyt, 
That,  of  tho  pens  that  he  can  mokre  and 

kecchc,  1375 

\Va«  over  yet  y-yove  him  swich  delyt, 
As  is  in  love,  in  00  poynt,  in  som  plyt  ? 
Nay,  doutelees,  for  also  gfod  me  save, 
So  parfit  joye  may  no  nigard  have  ! 

198.  They    wol    sey   'yis,'  but  lord!     bo 
that  they  lye,  1380 

Tho  bisy  wrecchcs,  ftd  of  wo  and  drede  ! 
They  callcn  love  a  wo<xlne:-so  or  folye, 
But  it  shal  falle  hem  as  I  shal  yow  redo  ; 
Th.  y  sliul  forgo  the  wh^-te  and  eke  tho 

rede, 
And  live  in  wo,  ther  god  yove  hem  mis- 

chaunce,  1385 

And  every  lover  in  his  troutho  avannce  ! 

199.  As  woldo  god,  tho   %vTocches,   that 
dispyse 

Servyso  of  love,  hadde  eres  al-so  longe 

As  hadde  Myda,  ful  of  covcityso  ; 

And  ther-to  dronken  hadde  as  hoot  and 

Btronge  1390 

As  Crassus  dide  for  his  affect  is  wrongo, 
To  techcn  hem  that  they  ben  in  tho  vyo©, 
And  loveres  nought,  al-though  they  holde 

hem  nyco  ! 

200.  Thise  ilke  two,  of  whom  that  I  yow 
sej-o,  1394 

Whan  that  hir  berths  wel  assured  were, 
Tho  gonne  they  to  speken  and  to  pleyo, 
And  cek  rehercen  how,  and  whanne,  and 

wliere. 
They  knewo  hem  first,  and  every  wo  and 

fere 
That  passed  was  ;  but  al  swich  hevinesse, 
I  thanke  it  god,  was  tourned  togladnesse. 

201.  And  over-mo,  whan  that  hem  fel  to 
spoke  1401 

Of  any  tiling  of  swich  a  tymo  agoon, 
With  kissing  al  that  tale  sholde  breke, 
And  fallen  in  a  newo  joye  anoon, 
And  didon  al  hir  might,  sin  they  wero 
oon,  1405 

For  to  rocoveren  blisse  and  been  at  ese, 
And  passed  wo  with  joye  conntrepejrse. 


202.  Boson  wil  not  that  I  BX>eko  of  sleep, 
For  it  accordeth  nought  to  my  matere  ; 
God  woot,  they  toko  of  that  ful  litel  keep, 
But  lest  this  night,  that  was  to  hem  so 

dere,  1411 

Ne  sholde  in  voyn  escape  in  no  mancre, 
It  was  biset  in  joye  and  bisinesse 
Of  al  that  souneth  in-to  gentilnesse.    1414 

203.  But  whan  the  cok,  comune  astrologer, 
Gan  on  his  brest  to  bete,  and  after  crowe, 
And  Lucifer,  the  dayes  mesaager, 

Gan    for  to  rj^se,   and    out    hir    hemes 

throwe  ; 
And  estward  roos,  to  him  that  coude  it 

knowe,  14 19 

Fortuna  maior^  f  than  anoon  Criseyde, 
With  herte  sore,  to  Troilus  thus  seyde  :— 

204.  '  Myn  hertes  lyf,  my  trist  and  my 
plesaunco, 

That  I  was  born,  alias !  what  me  is  wo. 
That  day  of  us  mot  make  dcsseveraunce ! 
For  tymo  it  is  to  ryse,  and  hennes  go,  1435 
Or  clles  I  am  lost  for  evermo ! 
O  night,  alias  !  why  niltow  over  us  hove, 
As  longo  as  whanne  Almena  lay  by  Jove? 

205.  O  blake  night,  as  folk  in  bokes  rode, 
That  shapen  art  by  god   this  world   to 

hyde  1430 

At  certeyn  tymes  with  thy  derko  wede, 
That  under  that   men  mighto  in   reste 

abyde, 
Wel  oughte  bestes  pleyne,  and  folk  thee 

chyde. 
That  there-aa  day  with  labour  wolde  us 

bresto, 
That   thou  thus   fleest,  and  deynost  us 

nought  reste  !  1435 

206.  Thou  dost,   alias  !    to  shortly  thyn 
offyco. 

Thou  rakel  night,  ther  god,  makere  of 

kindc, 
Thee,  for  thjn  hast  and  thyn  unkinde 

vyce, 
So  ftisto  ay  to  our  homi-spere  binde. 
That  nover-moro  under  tho  ground  thou 

windo !  1440 

For  now,  for  thou  so  hyest  out  of  Troyo, 
Have  I  forgon  thus  hastily  my  joye  !' 
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207.  ThiB  Tioilns,  that  with  tho  wordes 

felto, 
As  thoughto  him  tho,  for  pietous  diBtresso, 
Tho  blo<ly  teres  from  his  hcrte  melto,  1445 
As  he  that  never  yet  swich  hcvinesse 
Assayed  hodde,  out  of  so  greet  gladnesso, 
Gan  therwith-al  Griseyde  liis  lady  dere 
In  armes    streyne,    and    seyde    in  this 

manere: — 

a08.  *  O  cmol  day,  acensour  of  the  joye 
That  night  and  love  han  stole  and  fasto 

y-wryen,  i45» 

A-corsod  bo  thy  coming  in -to  Troyo, 
For  every  bore  hath  oon  of  thy  bright  yfin ! 
Knv3'ons  day,  wliat  list  thee  so  to  spyen  ? 
What  hastow  lost,    why  sekestow  this 

place,  1455 

Ther  god  thy  lyght  so  qaenche,  for  his 

grace  ? 

200.  Alias !  what  han  thise  loveres  thee 

agilt, 
Dispitous  day?  thyn  be  the  pyne  of  hoUe ! 
For  many  a  lovero  hastow  shent,   and 

wilt; 
Thy  ponring  in  wol  no-wher  lete  hem 

dwello.  1460 

What  proferestow  thy  light  here  for  to 

selle? 
Qo  selle  it  hem  that  smalo  seles  graven. 
We  wol  thee  nought,  us  uedeth  no  day 

haven.* 

210.  And  eck  the  sonne  Tj-tan  gan  he 
chyde. 

And  seydOf  'O  fool,  wol  may  men  thee 
dispyse,  1465 

Tliat  hast  tho  Dawing  al  night  by  thy 
S>'de, 

And  suffrest  hir  so  sono  up  fro  thoe  ryse, 

For  to  disesen  loveres  in  this  wyse. 

Wliat  I  hold  your  bed  ther,  thou,  and  eek 
thy  Morwe  ! 

I  bidde  god,  so  j'ovc  yow  bothe  sorwo  ! ' 

211.  Therwith  ful  sore  he  sighte,  and 
thus  he  seydo,  1471 

*  My  lady  right,  and  of  my  welo  or  wo 
The  welleand  rote,  O  gt»odly  myn.Crisojrde, 
And  shal  I  ryse,  alius  !  and  shal  I  go  ? 
Now  fele  I  that  myn  herte  moot  a-two !  1475 


For  how  sholde  I  my  lyf  an  houre  save, 
Sin  that  with  yow  is  al  the  lyf  I  have  ? 

212.  What  shal  I  doon,  for  ccrtes,  I  not 

how, 
Ne  whanne,  alias !  I  shal  tho  tyme  see, 
That  in  this  plyt  I  may  be  eft  with  yow ; 
And  of  my  lyf,  god  woot  how  that  shal 

be,  1481 

Sin  that  de^yr  right  now  so  byteth  me, 
That  I  am  deed  anoon,  but  I  rotoorne. 
How  sholde  I  longe,  alias !  fro  yow  so- 

jonme? 

218.    But    nathelees,    myn    owene   lady 
bright,  1485 

Yit  were  it  so  that  I  wiste  outrely, 
That  I,  your  humble  servaunt  and  your 

knight, 
Were  in  your  herte  set  so  fermely 
As  ye  in  myn,  the  which  thing,  trewely. 
Me  lever  were  than  thise  worldes  tweyne. 
Yet  sholde  I  bet  enduren  al  my  i^eyne.' 

21i.    To  that   Griseyde  answerdo   right 
anoon,  1492 

And  with  a  syk  she  seyde,  *  O  herte  derc. 
The  game,  y-wis,  so  ferforth  now  is  goon. 
That  first  shal  Phebus  falle  fro  his  spere. 
And  every  cgle  been  the  dowves  fere,  i49<) 
And  every  roche  out  of  his  place  sterte, 
£r  Troilus  out  of  Griseydes  herte  ! 

215.  Ye  be  so  dei>e  in-with  myii  herte 
grave, 

That,  though  I  wolde  it  turne  out  of  my 
thought,  1500 

As  wisly  verray  god  my  soulo  save, 
To  dyon  in  the  peyno,  I  coude  nought ! 
And,   for  the  love  of  god  tliat  us  hnth 

wrought, 
Lat  in  your  brayn  non  other  fautasye 
So  crepe,  that  it  cause  me  to  dye !         1505 

216.  And  that  ye  nie  woldo  han  as  fasto 
in  minde 

As  I  have  yow,  that  wolde  I  yow  bi-seche  ; 
And,  if  I  wiste  soothly  that  to  iindo, 
Goil  mighte  not  a  poynt  my  joycs  echo  ! 
But,  hcrte  mjm,  with-outc  more  speche, 
Beth  to  me  trewe,  or  elles  were  it  routhe ; 
For  I  am  tbjm,  by  god  and  by  my  trouthe ! 
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217.  Beth  glad  for-thy,  and  live  in  sikor- 

nesse ; 
Thus  scydo  I  nevor  or  this,  ne  shal  to 

»5i4 


mo  ; 


And  if  to  yow  it  were  a  grot  gladncsse 
To  tnme  ayein,  soone  after  that  ye  go, 
As  fnyn  wolde  I  as  ye,  it  were  so, 
As  wisly  go<l  myn  herto  hringe  at  reste  !* 
And  him  in  armes  took,  and  ofbe  kosto. 

• 

218.  Agayns  his  wil,  sin  it  mot  nedes  ho, 
This    Troilus    up    roos,    and    faste  him 

cledde,  i5-»i 

And  in  liis  armes  took  his  lady  freo 
An  hundred  tymo,  and  on  his  wey  him 

spodde, 
And    with    swich  wordes  as    his  horte 

hledde. 
Ho  soyde,  '  farewel,  my  dore  herte  swete, 
Tlicr  god  us  graunte  soundo  and  sone  to 

mete !'  15^6 

219.  To   which   no  word   for  sorwe  she 
answordo, 

So  sore  gan  his  parting  liir  destreyne ; 
And  Troilus  un-to  his  palays  ferde, 
As  woo  higon  as  she  was,  sooth  to  seyne ; 
So  hard  him  wrong  of  sharp  desyr  the 

peyne  1531 

For  to  hen  eft  there  he  was  in  plesannce, 
That  it  may  uover  out  of  his  remem- 

hraunce. 

220.  Rctomed  to  his  r^al  palais,  sone  1534 
Ho  softo  in-to  his  hed  gan  for  to  slinke. 
To  glepo  longe,  as  ho  was  wont  to  done, 
But  al  for  nought ;  he  may  wel  ligge  and 

winke. 
But    sloop  ne   may   ther  in    his   herte 

sinke ; 
Thenkingo  how  she,  for  whom  desyr  him 

hrendo, 
A  thousand- fold  was  worth  more  than  he 

wonde.  1540 

221.  And  in  his  thought  gan  up  and  donn 
to  windo 

Hir  wordos  alio,  and  every  contenannce, 
And  fermoly  impressen  in  his  mindo 
The  leste  poynt  that  to  him  was  plesannce ; 
And  verraylichc,of  thilkeremembraimce. 


Desyr  al  newe  him  hrende,  and  lost  to 
brede  1546 

Gan  more  than  erst,  and  yet  took  ho  non 
hode. 

222.  Criseyde  also,  right  in  the  same  wyso. 
Of  Troilus  gan  in  hir  horte  shette  1549 
His  worthinosse,  his  lust,  his  dedes  wyse. 
His  gentilessc,  and  how  she  with  him 

mette, 
Thonkingo  love  ho  so  wel  hir  hisette ; 
Desyring  eft  to  have  hir  herte  dore 
In  swich  a  plyt,  she  dorste  make  him 

chore. 

228.  Pandare,  a-morwe  which  that  comen 
was  1555 

Un-to  his  nece,  and  gan  hir  fayre  greto, 

Seydo,  ^  al  this  niglit  so  reyned  it,  alias  ! 

That  al  my  dredo  is  that  ye,  nece  swete, 

Han  litel  layser  had  to  slope  and  mete  ; 

Al  night,'  quod  he,  *  hath  reyn  so  do  me 
wake,  1560 

That  som  of  us,  I  trowe,  hir  hcdes  ako.* 

224.  And  nor  he  com,  and  seyde,  ^how 
stont  it  now 

This  mory  morwo,  nece,  how  can  ye  fare?* 
Criseyde  answordo,  'never  the  bet  for  3^w, 
Fox  that  ye  been,  god  yeve  your  hcrto 

care !  1565 

God  helpo  me  so,  ye  caused  al  this  faro. 
Trow  I,'  quod  she,  '  for  alio  your  wordcs 

whjrte; 
O !  who-so  seeth  yow  knoweth  yow  ful 

lyte!' 

225.  With  that  sho  gan  hir  face  for  to 
wrye 

With  the  shete,  and  wex  for  shame  al 

I  reed ;  1570 

.'  And  Fandarus  gan  under  for  to  prye, 

And  seyde,  '  nece,  if  that  I  shal  ben  deed, 

Have  here  a  swerd,  and  smyteth  of  myn 

hood.' 
With  that  his  arm  al  sodeynly  he  thristo 
Under  hir  nokke,  and  at  the  laste  hir 
kistc.  1575 

226.  I  passe  al  that  which  chargeth 
nought  to  seye, 

What !  God  for^'af  his  deeth,  and  she 
al-so 
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Foryaf,  and  -with  hir  uncle  gan  to  pleye, 
For  othor  cause  was  thor  noon  than  so. 
But  of  this  thing  right  to  the  effect  to  go, 
Whan  tyme  was,  horn  til  hir  hous  she 
wonte,  1581 

And  Fandarns  hath  fully  his  entente. 

227.  Xow  tome  we  ayein  to  Troilus, 
That  rostelocs  ful  longo  a-bedde  lay, 
And  prevely  scnte  after  Pandams,      1585 
To  him.  to  come  in  al  the  haste  he  may. 
He   com  anoon,   nought  ones  seyde  he 

'  nay,' 
And  Troilus  ful  sobrely  he  grette, 
And  doun  upon  his  beddes    ayde    him 

setto.  1589 

223.  This  Troilus,  with  al  the  affecoioun 
Of  frcndes  love  that  herte  may  devyse, 
To  Pandarus  on  kneCs  fil  adoun, 
And  er  that  he  wolde  of  the  place  aiyse, 
He  gan  him  thonken  in  his  beste  wyse  ; 
A  hondred  sythe  he  gan  the  tyme  blesse, 
That  he  was  bom  to  bringe    him    fro 
distresse.  1596 

229.  He  seyde,  *  O  frend,  of  frendea  th» 
alderbeste 

That  ever  wtw,  the  sothe  for  to  telle, 
Thou  hast  in  hoveno  y-brought  my  soule 

at  rcste 
Fro  Flegiton,  the  fery  flood  of  helle ;  1600 
Tliat,  though  I  mighto  a  thousand  tymes 

selle, 
Upon  a  day,  my  lyf  in  thy  servyse, 
It  mighto  nought  a  mote  in  that  suffjrse. 

230.  The  Sonne,  which  that  al  the  world 
may  see, 

Saw  never  yet,  my  lyf,  that  dar  I  leyo, 
So  inly  fair  and  goodly  as  is  she,  1606 

Whos  I  am  al,  and  shal,  til  that  I  deye ; 
And,  that  I  thus  am  hires,  dar  I  aeye^ 
That  thank(Hl  be  the  heiglio  worthinesse 
Of  love,  and  cek  thy  kindo  bisinosse.  1610 

231.  Thus  hastow  me  no  litel  thing  y-yivo, 
Fo  which  to  thee  obliged  be  for  ay 

My  lyf,  and  why?,  for  thorugh  thyn  help 

I  live ; 
For  clles  deed  haddo  I  bo  many  a  day.* 


And  with  that  word  doun  in  his  bod  he 
lay,  161S 

And  Pandams  ftil  sobrely  him  herde 
Til  al  was  seyd,   and  thanne    he    him 
answerde : 

282.  *  My  dere  frend,  if  I  have  doon  for 
thee 

In  any  cas,  god  wot,  it  is  me  loef ; 
And  am  as  glad  as  man  may  of  it  be,  1620 
Ood  help  me  so ;  but  tak  now  not  a-greef 
That  I  shal  seyn,  be  war  of  this  myscheef, 
That,  there-as  thou  now  brought  art  in-to 

blisse. 
That  thou  thy-solf  ne  cause  it  nought  to 

misse. 

283.  For  of  fortunes  sharp  adversitce  1625 
The  worst  kinde  of  infortune  is  this, 

A  man  to  have  ben  in  prosperitee, 
And  it  remembren,  whan  it  passed  is. 
Thou  art  wjrs  y-nough,  for-thy  do  nought 

amis ; 
Be    not    to    rakel,    though    thou    sitte 

warme,  1630 

For  if  thou    be,   certeyn,    it    wol    thee 

harme. 

284.  Thou  art  at  esc,  and  hold  thee  wel 
ther-inne. 

For  also  seur  as  reed  is  every  fyr. 
As  greet  a  craft  is  kepe  wel  as  winne  ; 
Brydle  alwey  wel  thy  spoche  and  thy 
dcsyr.  16^ 

For  worldly  joye  halt  not  but  by  a  wyr  ; 
That  preveth  wel,  it  brest  alday  so  ofte  ; 
For-thy  node  is  to  werke  with  it  softe.' 

285.  Quod  Troilus,  •  I  hope,  and  god  to- 
fom, 

My  dere  frend,  that  I  shal  so  me  here, 
That  in  my  gilt  thor  shal  no  thing  be 
lorn,  ,641 

y  I  nil  not  rakle  as  for  to  greven  here ; 
It  nedeth  not  this  matere  ofte  tere  : 
For  wistestow  myn  herte  wel,  Pandare, 
Ood  woot,  of  this  thou  woldest  litel  care.* 

236.  Tho  gan  ho  telle  him  of  his  ghide 
night  1646 

And  wher-of  first  his  herte  dredde,  and 
how, 
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And  seyde,  *frGend,  u  I  am  trewe  knigrht, 
Ami  ]»y  tlmt  fej-tli  I  shal  to  jfod  and  yow, 
I  hadde  it  never  half  8<>  bote  as  now;  1650 
And  ay  the  more  that  desjT  mo  byteth 
To  love  hir  l>c8t,  the  more  it  me  deljrteth. 

207.  I  noot  my-flolf  not  wisly  what  it  is  ; 

But  now  I  felo  a  newo  qnalitee, 

Yo,  al  another  than  I  ditlo  er  tbia.'      1655 

Pandare  answerdc,  and  aeydo  thiu,  that  he 

That  ones  may  in  hevene  blisso  be, 

He  feletb  other  weyes,  dar  I  leye, 

Tlian  thilko  t>'mo  he  first  herde  of  it  seye. 

238.  This  is  o  word  for  al ;  this  Troilus 
Wjis  never  ful,  to  spoke  of  this  matere, 
An<l  for  to  preyscn  un-to  Pandams     166a 
The  bonnteo  of  his  righto  lady  dere. 
And    Pandams   to  thanke   and   maken 

chore. 
This  tale  ay  was  span-newe  to  biginne  1665 
Til  that  the  night  departed  hem  a-twinne. 

239.  Sone  after  this,  for  that  fortune  it 
wolde, 

I-oomen  was  the  blisfnl  tyme  swete, 
That  Troilus  was  warned  that  he  sholde, 
Ther    he  was    erst,    Criseyde    his   lady 

meto ;  1670 

For  which    he    felto    his  horte  in  joye 

flote; 
And  feythfully  gan  alio  the  goddes  herie ; 
And  lat  see  now  if  that  he  can  be  merie. 

2iO.  And  holden  was  the  forme  and  al 

the  wyse, 
Of  hir  comingo,  and  oek  of  his  also,     1675 
As   it   was   orst,   which   nedeth  nought 

dcvj'se. 
But  playuly  to  the  effect  right  for  to  go, 
In  joye  and  scurto  Paiidarns  hem  two 
A-bedde  broughte,  whan  hem  bothe  leste, 
And  thus  they  ben    in    quiete   and  in 

resto.  1680 

241.  Nought  ne<leth  it  to  yow,  sin  they 

ben  mot, 
To  aske  at  me  if  that  they  blythe  were  ; 
For  if  it  erst  was  wel,  tho  was  it  hot 
A  thousand-fold,  this  nedeth  not  enqaere. 
A-gon  was  every  sorwe  and  every  fere  ,* 


And  bothe,  y-wis,  they  hadde,   and  so 
they  wende,  i68<> 

As  macho  joye  as  herto  may  comprende. 

212.  This  is  no  litcl  thing  of  for  to  seye. 
This  passeth  every  wit  for  to  dovyse  ;  1689 
For  eche  of  hem  gan  othoros  lust  obeyt) ; 
Felicitee,  which  that  thise  clerkes  wyse 
Commendon  so,  no  may  not  hore  sufSyse. 
This  joye  may  not  writon  been  with  inko, 
This  passeth  al  that  horto  may  bithinke. 

248.    But    cruel    day,    so  wol-awey  the 

Btounde !  1695 

Qan  for  to  aproche,  as  they  by  signes 

knowe. 
For  whiche  hem  thonghte  felen  dethos 

woundo ; 
So  wo  was  hem,  that  changen  gan  hir 

howe,  1698 

And  day  th^  gonnen  to  dispsrse  al  newo. 
Calling  it  traytour,  onvyous,  and  worse. 
And  bitterly  the  dayos  light  they  corse. 

244.  Quod  Troilus,  *  alias  !  now  am  I  war 
That  Pirous  and  tho  swifte  stedes  three, 
Whiche  that  drawen  forth  the  sonnes 

char, 
Han  goon  som  by-patli  in  despyt  of  me ; 
That  makoth  it  so  sone  day  to  be  ;       1706 
And,  for  tho  sonno  him  hastoth  thus  to 

ryse. 
No  shal  I  never  doon  him  sacrif^'se  !' 

245.  But  nodes  day  departe  moste  hem 
sone. 

And  whanne  hir  spoche  doon  was  and  hir 

chore,  1710 

They  twinne  auoon  as  they  were  wont  to 

done. 
And  setten  tyme  of  meting  eft  y-foro ; 
And  many  a  night  they  wroughte  in  this 

manere. 
And  thus  Fortune  a  tyme  ladde  in.  joye 
Criseyde,  and  oek  this  kingra  sone    of 

Troyo,  1715 

246.  In  suffisaunce,  in  blisse,  and  in  sing- 
inges. 

This  Troilus  gan  al  his  lyf  to  lode  ; 
Ho  spondoth,  justeth,  maketh  ffestey- 
ingei; 
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He  yevcth    frely    ofte,    and    chaongeth 
wedo,  1719 

And  held  abonte  him  alwey,  ont  of  drede, 
A  world  of  folk,  as  cam  him  \\c\  of  kinde, 
The  fresshesto  and  the  bcste  ho  coxido 
finde; 

247.  That  Bwich  a  voys  was  of  him  and 
a  stovone 

Thonxgh-out  the  world,  of  honour  and 
largesse,  1734 

That  it  up  rong  un-to  the  yato  of  hovene. 
And,  as  in  love,  ho  was  in  swich  gladnesse, 
That  in  his  hcrte  ho  deme<le,  as  I  gesse. 
That  there  nis  lovero  in  this  world  at  ese 
So  wel  as  he,  and  thus  gan  love  him 
plesc. 

248.  The  godlihede  or  bcauteo  which  that 
kinde  1730 

In  any  other  lady  hadde  y-set 

Can  not  the  mountaunoe  of  a  knot  un- 

binde, 
A-boute  his  hcrte,  of  al  Criseydes  net. 
He  was  so  narwo  y-mnsked  and  y-knet, 
That  it  undoon  on  any  manere  syde,  17,^5 
That  nil  not  lieen,  for  ought  that  may 

betyde. 

249.  And  by  the  bond  ful  ofte  he  woldo 
take 

This  Pandarus,  and  in-to  gardin  lede. 
And  swich  a  festo  and  swich  a  proces 

make  1739 

Him  of  Criseyde,  and  of  hir  womanhede, 
And  of  hir  beantee,  that,  with-outen  drede. 
It  was  an  heveno  his  wordcs  for  to  here  ; 
And    thtuine    he    wolde    singe    in    this 

manere 

250.  *  Love,  that  of  erthe  and  see  hath 
govemaunoe, 

Love,  that  his  hestes  hath  in  hevene  bye, 
Love,  that  with  an  holsom  alliaunce  1746 
Halt  i>oples  joyned,  as  him  list  hem  gye, 
Ix>vc,  that  kncttoth  lawe  of  companye, 
And  couples  doth  in  vertu  for  to  dwellc. 
Bind  this  ocord,  that  I  have  told  and 
telle ;  1750 

251.  That    that    the   world   wit!i   feyth, 
which  that  is  stable, 

I)yverseth  so  his  stoundcs  concordingo. 


That  elements  that  been  so  discordable 
Holden  a  bond  perpetuely  duringo. 
That  Phebus  mote  his  rosy  day  forth 

bringe,  175.^ 

And  that  the  mono  hath  lordship  over 

the  nightes, 
Al    this  doth   Love ;    ay  heried  bo   his 

mightes! 

262.  That  that  the  see,  that  gredy  is  to 

flowen, 
Constreyneth  to  a  certejm  ende  so       1759 
His  flodes,  that  so  fersly  they  ne  growen 
To  drcnchen  erthe  and  al  for  evcr-mo  ; 
And  if  that  Love  ought  lete  his  brydol  go, 
Al  that  now  loveth  a-sonder  sholdc  Icpc, 
And  lost  were  al,  that  Love  halt  now  to- 

hepe. 

253.  So  woldo    god,   that    anctor    is    of 
kinde,  1765 

That,  with  his  bond,  I»ve  of  his  vortu 

liste 
To  cerclen  hortes  alle,  and  fasto  bindc, 
That  from  his  bond  no  wight  the  wcy  out 

wiste. 
And  hertcs  colde,  hem  woldo  I  that  lie 

twisto 
To  make  hem  love,  and  that  hem  Icsto  ay 

rewe  1770 

On  hertes  sore,  and  kepe  hem  that  ben 

trewe. ' 

254.  In  alle  nedes,  for  the  tonnes  worrc, 
He  was,  and  ay  the  firste  in  armes  diglit; 
And  certeynly,  but-if  that  bokes  erre,  1774 
Save  Ector,  most  y-drad  of  any  wight ; 
And  this  encrees  of  hardinesso  and  might 
Cam  him  of  love,  his  ladies  thank  to 

winne. 
That  altered  his  spirit  so  with-innc. 

255.  In  tyme  of  trewe,  on  haukinge  woMo 
he  ryde. 

Or  elles  hunten  boor,  bore,  or  lyoun;  17S0 
The  smale  liestes  leet  he  gon  bi-syde. 
And   whan   that  ho  com   r^^dingo  iii-to 

toun, 
Pul  ofte  his  lotly,  from  hir  window  <loun. 
As  fresh  as  faucon  comen  out  of  muwo, 
Ful  redy  was,  him  goodly  to  saluwc.  1785 
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236.  And  most  of  lovo  and  vertu  was  bis 

speche, 

And  in  dcsp:^*t  liadde  alio  wrocchednesso ; 
And  dout«lGOs,  no  nedo  was  him  bisecho 
To  hononren   bcm   that  hadde  worthi- 

nesse,  1789 

And  esen  hem  that  weren  in  distresse. 
And  glad  was  he  if  any  wight  wel  ferde, 
Tliat  lover  was,  whan  ho  it  wisto  or  herdo. 

257.  For  sooth  to  seyn,  ho  lost  bold  every 
wight 

Biit-if  ho  were  in  loves  heigh  sorvysc, 
I  ineno  folk  that  oughto  it  been  of  right. 
And   over  al  this,  so  wel  condo  he  do- 

vyso  1796 

Of  scntemcnt,  and  in  so  nnkouth  wyse 
Al  his  amiy,  that  every  lover  thooghtCf 
That  al  was  wel,  what-so  ho  seydo  or 

wronghto. 

258.  And   though   that  he   be   come   of  | 
blood  royal,  1800 

Him  liste  of  prj'de  at  no  wight  for  to 

chase  ; 
Benigno  ho  was  to  ech  in  general, 


For  which  he  gat  him  thank  in  every 

place. 
Thus  woldo  Love,  y-heried  be  his  graoO| 
That  Pryde,  Envye,  Ire,  and  Avaryce  i8t>5 
Ho  gan  to  flee,  and  everj^  other  vyce. 

259.  Thon  lady  bright,  the  donghter  to 
Dione, 

Thy  blinde  and  winged  sono  cek,  dann 

Cupydo ; 
Ye  snstren  nyno  eek,  that  by  Elicono 
In  hil  Pamaso  listen  for  to  abyde,       1810 
Tliat  ye  thus  fer  ban  deyned  me  to  gydo, 
I  can  no  more,  bnt  sin  that  ye  wol  wcndo, 
Ye  heried  been  for  ay,  with-outen  ende ! 

260.  Thourgh  yow  have  I  seyd  fully  in 
my  song 

Th*effect  and  joye  of  Troilus  servyso,  18 15 
Al  be  that  ther  was  som  discse  among, 
As  to  myn  auctor  listeth  to  devyso. 
My  thriddo  book  now  endo  ich  in  this 

"wyse; 
And  Troilus  in  lusto  and  in  quieto      1819 
Is  with  Criseydc,  his  owne  herto  sweto. 

Explicit  Liber  Tercins. 
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1.  But  al  to  litel,  weylawey  the  whyle, 
Lasteth  swich  joye,  y-thonked  bo   For- 
tune ! 

That    scmeth    trewcst,    whan    she    wol 

bygyle. 
And  can  to  folcs  so  hir  song  entune, 
That  she  hem  bent  and  blent,  traytonr 

comuno  ;  5  | 

And  whan  a  wight  is  from  hir  wheel  | 

y-throwo,  j 

Than  laugheth  she,  and  maketh  him  the  i 

mowe. 

2,  From  Troilus  she  gan  hir  brighte  face 
Awey  to  wrythc,  antl  took  of  him  non  , 

hede,  i 


But  caste  him  clone  oute  of  his  lady 
gprace,  lo 

And  on  hir  wheel  she  setto  up  Diomedo  ; 

For  which  right  now  myn  horto  ginncth 
bledc. 

And  now  my  penne,  alias !  with  which 
I  wryte, 

Quaketh  for  drede  of  that  I  moot  endyto. 

8.  For  how  Criseyde  Troilus  forsook,      15 
Or  at  the  leste,  how  that  she  was  un- 

kinde, 
Mot    hennes-forth    l)en    matere    of  my 

book, 
As  wryten  folk  thorugh  which  it  is  in 

minde. 
Alias  !    that    they    shulde    ever    cause 

finde 
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To  8i)eke  liir  harm ;  and  if  they  on  hir 
lye,  so 

Y-wis,  hem-self  sholdo  han  the  vilanye. 

4.  O  ye  Herines,  Xightes  doughtren  three, 
That  endeloos  eompleynen  ever  in  pyne, 
Megera,  Alet«,  and  eok  Thesiphone  ; 
Thou  cmel  Mars  eek,  fader  to  Qoiryne,  25 
This  ilke  ferthe  book  me  helpeth  fyne, 
So  that  the  los  of  lyf  and  love  y-fere 

Of  Troilns  be  folly  showed  here. 

Explicit  t  proheminm.   Incipit  Qnartus 

Liber. 

5.  L1001NOE  in  ost,  as  I  have  seyd  er  this, 
The  Grekes  stronge,  aboute  Troye  tonn,  30 
Bifel  that,  whan  that  Phebus  sh3ming  is 
Up-on  the  brest  of  Hercules  Lyoun, 
That  Ector,  with  tal  many  a  bold  baroun, 
Caste  on  a  day  with  Grekes  for  to  fighte, 
As  ho  was  wont  to  greve  hem  what  he 

mighte.  35 

6.  Not  I  how  longe  or  short  it  was  bi- 

twene 
This  purpos  and  that  day  they  flghte 

mcnte; 
But  on  a  day  wel   armed,  bright  and 

shene, 
Ector,   and  many  a  worthy  wight  out 

wento, 
With  spere  in  hond    and  bigge  bowes 

bente ;  40 

And  in  the  herd,  with-oute  longer  lette, 
Hir  fomen  in  the  feld  anoon  hem  mette. 

7.  The  longo  day,  with  speres  sharpe 

y-grounde. 
With  arwes,  dartes,  swerdes,  maces  felle, 
They  fighte  and  bringon  hors  and  man 

to  grounde,  45 

And  with  hir  axes  out  the  braynes  quelle. 
But  in  the  laste  shour,  sooth  for  to  telle, 
The  folk  of  Troye  hem-selven  so  mis- 

ledden. 
That  with  the  worse  at  night  homward 

they  fledden. 

8.  At  whiche  day  was  taken  Antenor,  50 
Maugre  Polydamas  or  Monesteo, 
Santippe,  Sarpedon,  Polynestor, 


Polyte,  or  eek  the  Trojan  daun  Ripheo, 
And  othere  lasse  f«lk,  as  Phobuseo. 
So  that,  for  harm,  that  day  the  folk  of 
Troye  55 

Dredden  to  lose  a  greet  part  of  hir  joye. 

9.  Of  Pryamus  was  yeve,  at  Greek  re- 

queste, 

A  tyme  of  trewe,  and  tho  they  gonnen 
trete, 

Hir  prisoneres  to  chaungen,  moste  and 
leste,  59 

And  for  the  surplus  yeven  sommes  grete. 

This  thing  anoon  was  couth  in  every 
strete, 

Bothe  in  th^assege,  in  toune,  and  every- 
where. 

And  with  the  firste  it  cam  to  Calkas  ero. 

10.  Whan  Calkas  knew  this  tretis  sholde 
holde. 

In  consistorie,  among  the  Grekes,  sone  65 
He  gan  in  thringc  forth,  with  lordes  olde, 
And  sette  him  there-as  he  was  wont  to 

done ; 
And  with  a  chaunged  face  hem  bad  a 

bone. 
For  love  of  god,  to  don  that  reverence, 
To  stinte  noyse,  and  yeve  him  audience. 

11.  Thanne  seyde  ho  thus,  *■  lo !  lordes 
myno,  I  was  71 

Trojan,  as  it  is  knowen  out  of  dredo ; 
And  If  that  yow  remembre,  I  am  Calkas, 
That  alderfirst  3^  comfort  to  your  node. 
And  tolde  wel  how  that  ye  sholden  spede. 
For  dredelees,  thomgh  yow,  shal,  in  a 

stounde,  76 

Ben  Troye  y-brend,  and  beten  doun  to 

grounde. 

12.  And  in  what  forme,  or  in  what  maner 
wyso 

This  town  to  shende,  and  al  your  lust  to 

acheve, 
Te  han  er  this  wel  herd  it  me  devyse;  80 
This  knowo  ye,  my  lordes,  as  I  leve. 
And  for  the  Grekes  weren  me  so  leve, 
I  com  my-self  in  my  propre  persone. 
To  teohe  in  this  how  yow  was  best  to 

done ; 
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13.  Hnvingo  un-to  my  tresour  ne  my 
r(?nto  85 

Hight  no  resport,  to  respect  of  your  ese. 
Thus   al   my  good   I    losto  and   to  yow 

won  to, 
Woning  in  this  you,  lordes,  for  to  plese. 
But  al  that  los  no  doth  me  no  disese. 
I  vouclic-siiuf,  as  wisly  have  I  joye,        90 
For  j'ou  to  lose  al  that  I  have  in  Troye, 

1 4.  Save  of  a  doughter,  that  I  lafte,  alias ! 
Slepingo  at  lioom,  whanne  out  of  Troye 

I  sterto. 

0  storno,  O  cruel  fader  that  I  was  ! 
How  mighto  I  have  in  that  so  hard  an 

hcrte  ?  95 

Alias  !    I  ne  haddo  y-brought  hir  in  hir 

shcrte  ! 
For  8<.>rwo  of  which  I  wol  not   live  to 

morwe, 
But-if  ye  lordes  rowo  up-on  my  sorwo. 

15.  For,  by  that  cause  I  say  no  tyme  er 
now 

Hir  to  delivcro,  I  holdcn  have  my  pees  ; 
.But  now  or  never,  if  that  it  lyke  yow,  loi 

1  may  hir  have  right  sone,  doutelees. 

0  help  and  grace  !  amonges  al  this  prees, 
Howe  on  this  oldo  caitif  in  destresse, 
Sin  I  through  yow  have  al  this  hevinesse ! 

16.  Ye  have  now  caught  and  fetered  in 
prisoun  iu6 

Trojans  y-nowe  ;  and  if  your  willes  bo, 
My  child  with  oon  may  have  redompcioun. 
Now  for  the  love  of  god  and  of  bounteo, 
Oon  of  so  fele,  alias  !  so  yovo  him  me.  1 10 
Wliat  node  were  it  this  preyere  for  to 

werno, 
Sin  ye  shul  botho  han  folk  and  toun  as 

yeme? 

17.  On  peril  of  my  lyf,  I  shal  not  lye, 
ApiK>llo  hath  mo  told  it  feithfuUy ; 

1  have  eek  foundo  it  by  astronomye,     115 
By  8<^)rt,  and  by  augurie  eek  trowely. 
And  dar  wel  seye,  the  tyme  is  faste  by, 
That  fyr  and  flaumbo  on  al  the  toun  shal 

sprede  ; 
And  thus  shal  Troye  tumo  in  asshen 
dede. 


18.  For  cortojTi,  Phebus  and  Xeptunus 
botho,  i«> 

That  makcdon  the  walles  of  the  toun, 
Ben   with  the  folk   of   Troye  alwey  so 

wrotho. 
That  thci  wol  bringe  it  tij  confusioun, 
Right  in  despyt  of  king  Lameadouu.    124. 
By-cause  ho  noldo  paycn  hem  hir  hyre, 
The  toun  of  Troye  shal  ben  set  on-fyre/ 

19.  Tolling  his  tale  alwey,  this  oldo  greye, 
Humble  in  spoche,  and  in  his  lokingo  eke, 
Tho  salto  teres  from  his  eyCn  tweyo      129 
Ful  faste  ronnen  doun  by  eyther  choke. 
So  longe  he  gan  of  socour  hem  by-seke 
That,  for  to  hole  him  of  his  sorwcs  sore, 
They  yave  him  Antenor,  with-oute  more. 

20.  But  who  was  glad  y-nough  but  Calkas 
tho? 

And   of  this  thing  ful  sone  his  nedos 
loydo  135 

On  hem  that  sholden  for  the  tretis  go, 
And  hem  for  Antenor  ful  ofto  preydo 
To  bringen  hoom  king  Toas  and  Criscyde ; 
And  whan  Pryam  his  savo-garde  sente, 
Th*einbassadours  to  Troye  streyght  they 
wente.  i4<j 

21.  The  cause  y-told  of  hir  cominge,  the 
oldo 

Pryam  tho  king  ful  sone  in  general 
Let  hero-upon  his  parlcment  to  holdo, 
Of  which  the  effect  rehersen  yow  I  shaL 
Th'embassadours  ben  answered  for  f3mal, 
Th'eschaunge  of  prisoners  and  al    this 
ucdo  146 

Hem  lykoth  wel,  and  forth  in  they  pre- 
cede. 

22.  This  Troilus  w^as  predunt  in  tho  place, 
Whan  axed  was  for  Antenor  Criseyde, 
For  which  ful  8t>no  cliaungon  gan  his  face. 
As  ho  that  with  thc)  wordes  wel  neigh 

doyde.  151 

But  nathclees,  he  no  word  to  it  seyde, 
Lest  men  sholdc  his  affeccioun  espye ; 
With  mannos  herte  ho  gan  his  sorwes 

drye. 

23.  And  ful  of  anguish  and   of   grisly 
drodo  155 

Abood  what  lordes  wolde  un-to  it  seye ; 
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And  if  they  woldo  grannte,  as  god  for- 

bede, 
Th'eschaungo  of  hir,  than  thonghte  he 

thinges  tweye, 
first,  how  to  save  hir  honour,  and  what 

weye 
He  mighte  best  th^eschannge  of  hir  with- 

stondo ;  160 

Fal  faste  he  caste  how  al  this  mighte 

stonde. 

24.  Love  him  made  al  prest  to  doon  hir 
byde, 

And  rather  dye  than  she  sholde  go ; 
But  resonn  soydo  him,  on  that  other  syde, 

*  With-oute  assent  of  hir  no  do  not  so,  165 
Lest  for  thy  wcrk  she  wolde  be  thy  fo, 
And  scyn,  that  thomgh  thy  medling  is 

y-blowo 
Your  bother  love,  there  it  was  erst  un- 
knowe.' 

25.  For  which  he  gan  delibcren,  for  the 
boste, 

That  though  the  lordes  woldo  that  she 

wente,  170 

He  woldo  late  hem  graunte  what  hem 

loste, 
And  telle  his  lady  first  what  that  they 

mente. 
And  whan  that  she  had  seyd  him  hir 

entente, 
Ther-aiter  wolde  he  werken  also  biyve, 
Though  al    the  world    ayein    it    wolde 

stryve.  175 

26.  Ector,   which  that  wel  the   Qrekes 
herdo. 

For  Antenor  how  they  wolde  han  Cri- 

seyde, 
Gan    it    withstonde,    and    sobrely    an- 

swerde : — 
'  Sires,  she  nis  no  prisoner,'  he  seyde ; 

*  I  noot  on  yow  who  that  this  charge 

Icyde,  I  So 

But,  on  my  part,  ye  may  efb-sono  him 

telle, 
We  usen  here  no  wommcn  for  to  solle.* 

27.  The  noyse  of  peple  up-stirte  thanne 
at  ones, 

Afl  breme  as  blase  of  straw  y-«et  on  fyro  ; 


For  infortuno  it  wolde,  for  tho  nones,  185 

They  sholden  hir  confusioun  desjrro. 

*  Ector,*  qnod  they,  *  what  goost  may  yow 

cnspyre, 
This  womman  thus  to  shildo  and  doon  \i3 

lese 
Daun  Antenor? — a  wrong  wey  now  3-0 

chese — 

28.  That  isso  wys,  andeeksoboldboroun, 
And  we  han  nede  of  folk,  as  men  may 

see ;  191 

He  is  eek  oon,  the  grettest  of  this  toun  ; 
O  Ector,  lat  tho  fantAsyfis  bo  ! 
O  king  Pryam,*  quod  they,  '  thus  aoggen 

we,  194 

That  al  our  voys  is  to  for-gon  Criseyde ; ' 
And  to  deliveren  Antenor  they  preydo. 

29.  O  Juvenal,  lord !   trewe  is  thy  sen- 
tence, 

That  litel  witen  folk  what  is  to  yeme 
That  they  ne  finde  in  hir  desyr  offence ; 
For  cloud  of  errour  lat  hem  not  dcscemo 
What  best  is ;  and  lo,  here  ensample  as 

yeme.  201 

This  folk  desiren  now  deliveraunce  ' 

Of  Antenor,  that  broughte  hem  to  mis- 

chaunce ! 

30.  For  he  was  after  traytour  to  the  toun 
Of  Troye  ;  alias  !  they  quitte  him  out  to 

rathe ;  3i>5 

O  nyoe  world,  lo,  thy  discrecioun  ! 
Criseyde,   which  that   never  dido    hem 

skathe, 
Shal  now  no  longer  in  hir  blisso  1>atho  ; 
But  Antenor,  he  shal  com  hoom  to  tounc, 
And  she  shal  out :  thus  seyden  here  and 

howne.  an> 

01.  For  which  delibered  was  by  parle- 

ment. 
For  Antenor  to  yelden  up  Criseyde, 
And  it  pronounced  by  the  president, 
Al-theigh    that    Ector    *nay'    ful    ofto 

prcyde. 
And  fynaly,   what  wight  that  it  with- 

seyde,  215 

It  was  for  nought ;   it  mcsto  been,  and 

sholde ; 
For  substaunco  of  tho  parlement  it  wolde. 


Book  IV.] 


^rotfue  ant  Crteepbc. 


27 


82.  Departed  out  of  parloment  echoue, 
Tliis  Troilus,  with-oute  wordes  mo, 
Un-to  his  chauxnbro  si>cdde  him    faste 
allono,  230 

But-if  it  were  a  man  of  his  or  two, 
The  whicho  he  bad  out  fasto  for  to  go, 
By-canso  ho  wolde  slepen,  as  he  seydo, 
And  hostely  ui>-on  his  bed  him  leydo. 

33.  And  as  in  winter  leves  been  birafb,  2^5 
Echo  after  other,  til  the  tree  be  bare, 

So  that  ther  nis  bat  bark  and  braoncho 

y-laft, 
Lyth  Troilus,  biraft  of  ech  wel-fare, 
Y-bounden  in  the  blake  bark  of  care. 
Disposed  wood  out  of  his  wit  to  breyde, 
So  sore  liim  sat  the  chaunginge  of  Cri- 

scyde.  a.^i 

34.  He  rist  him  up,  and  every  doro  he 
shette 

And  windowo  cek,  and  tho  this  sorwefU. 

man 
Tp-on  liis  beddes  syde  a-doun  him  sctto. 
Pal  lyk  a  deed  image  pale  and  wan ;    235 
And  in  his  brest  tho  heped  wo  bigan 
Out-breste,  and  he  to  werken  in    this 

vryso 
In  his  woodnesse,  as  I  shal  yow  devyse. 

3i>.   Right  as  the  wilde  bole  biginneth 

springe 
Now  here,  now  there,  y-darted  to  the 

herte,  340 

And  of  his  doeth  roroth  in  complejminge. 
Right  BO  gan  he  aboute  the  chamnbre 

sterte, 
Smyting   his   brest   ay   with    his  fostes 

smerte ; 
His  heed  to  the  wal,   his  body  to  the 

groundo 
Ful  ofko  he  swapte,  him-selven  to  con- 

foundc.  245 

36.  His  eyen  two,  for  pitoe  of  his  herte, 
Out  stremeden  as  swifte  welles  tweye  ; 
Tho  heighe  sobbes  of  his  sorwes  smerte 
His  spoche  him  rafte,  unnethes  mighte 
he  seyc,  249 

*  O  deeth,  alios  !  why  niltow  do  me  deye? 
A-cursed  be  the  day  which  that  nature 
Shoop  me  to  ben  a  l3rve8  creature  !* 


87.  But  after,  whan  the  furio  and  tho 
rage 

Which  that  his  herte  twiste  and  fasto 
threstc,  254 

By  lengthe  of  tyme  somwhat  gan  asswago, 
Up-on  his  bed  ho  leyde  him  doun  to  resto  ; 
But  tho  bigonne  his  teres  more  out-bresto. 
That  wonder  is,  tho  body  may  suffyse 
To  half  this  wo,  which  that  I  yow  dovyso. 

88.  Than  seyde  he  thus,  *  Fortune  !  alias 
the  whyle !  26i> 

What  have  I  doon,  what  have  I  thus 

a-gilt? 
How  mightestow  for  reutho  mo  bigylo? 
Is  ther  no  grace,  and  shal  I  thus  be  spilt  P 
Shal  thus  Criseyde  awey,  for  that  thou 

wilt?  264 

Alias  !  how  maystow  in  thyn  herte  finde 
To  been  to  me  thus  cruel  and  unkinde? 

89.  Have  I  thee  nought  honoured  al  my 
lyve. 

As  thou  wcl  wost,  above  the  g^dcs  alle  ? 
Why  wiltow  me  fro  joye  thus  dopryve  ? 
O  Troilus,  what  may  men  now  thoe  callo 
But  wrecche  of  wrecches,  out  of  honour 

faUe  271 

In-to  miserie,  in  which  I  wol  biwayle 
Criseyde,  alias !   til  that  the  breeth  me 

fayle  ? 

40.  Alias,  Fortune !  if  that  my  lyf  in  joj-o 
Displosed  haddo  un-to  thy  foule  envye, 
Why  ne  haddestow  my  fader,  king  of 

Troye,  276 

By-raft  the  lyf,  or  doon  my  bretheren  dye, 
Or  slayn  my-self,  that  thus  compleyno 

and  crye, 
I,  combre-world,  that  may  of  no-thing 

serve. 
But  ever  dye,  and  never  fully  sterve?  280 

41.  If  that  Criseyde  allone  were  me  laft, 
Nought  roughte  I  whider  thou  woldest 

me  store  ; 
And  hir,  alias  !  than  hastow  xne  biraft. 
But  ever-more,  lo  !  this  is  thy  xnanero, 
To  revo  a  wight  that  most  is  to  him  dere. 
To  prove  in  that  thy  gerfU  violence.   286 
Thus  am  I  lost,  ther  h^peth  no  defence. 
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42.  O  vemiy  lord  of  love,  O  god,  alias  ! 
That  knowest  l»est  myn  horte  and  al  my 

thought. 
What  shal  my  sorwfiil  lyf  don  in  this  cas 
If  I  for^o  that  I  so  dere  have  bonght?  291 
Sin  ye  Cryseydo  and  mo  han  folly  brought 
In-to  yoar  grace,  and  bothe  oar  hertes 

seled, 
How  may  ye  sniTre,  alias  !  it  be  repeled  ? 

13.  "What  I  may  doon,  I  shal,  whyl  I  may 
dure  295 

On  lyvo  in  torment  and  in  cruel  poyne, 
This  infortune  or  this  disavouture, 
AUono  as  I  was  born,  y-wis,  complej^o  ; 
Ne  never  wil  I  seen  it  shjme  or  reyne  ; 
But  oude  I  wil,  as  Edippo,  in  derknesse 
My  sorwful  lyf,  and  dycn  in  distresse.  301 

44.  O  wery  goost,  that  errest  to  and  fro, 
Why  niltow  fleen  out  of  the  wofulleste 
Bod;>',  that  ever  mighto  on  grounde  go  ? 
O  soule,  lurkinge  in  this  wo,  unneste,  305 
Flee  forth  out  of  myn  herte,  and  lat  it 

brcste. 
And  folwe  alwey  Criseyde,  thy  lady  dere ; 
Thy  righte  place  is  now  no  longer  here  ! 

45.  O  wofullo  eyen  two,  sin  your  disport 
Was  al  to  seen  Crisoydes  eyen  brighte, 
What  shal  ye  doon  but,  for  my  discom- 
fort, 311 

Stonden  for  nought,  and  wepcn  out  your 

sighte  ? 
Sin  she  is  quc^-nt,  that  wont  was  yow  to 

lighte, 
In  veyn  fro-this-forth  have  I  eyen  tweye 
Y-formed,  sin  your  vertue  is  a-weye.     315 

46.  O  my  Criseyde,  O  lady  sovereyne 
Of  thilko  woful  soule  that  thus  cryeth, 
Who  shal  nowyeven  comfort  tomypeyno? 
Alias,  no  wight;   but  when  myn  herte 

dyoth. 
My  spirit,  which  that  so  un-to  yow  hyeth, 
Bece>*ve  in  gree,  for  that  shal  ay  yow 

servo:  321 

For-thy  noibrs  is,  though  the  body  8ter\'e. 

47.  O  ye  loveros,  that  heighe  upon  the 
whwil 

Bon  sot  of  Fortune,  in  good  avcnturo, 


God  leve  that  ye  finde  ay  love  of  steel,  335 
And  longo  mot  your  lyf  in  joye  endure  ! 
But  whan  ye  comen  by  my  sepulture, 
Bemembrcth  that   your  felawe    restetli 

there; 
For  I  lovede  eek,   though   I  unworthy 

were.  32«) 

48.  O  olde  unholsom  and  mislyved  man, 
Calkas  I  mene,  alias !  what  eyleth  thee 
To  been   a  Greek,   sin    thou    art    born 

Trojan  ? 
O  Calkns,  which  that  wilt  my  bane  1k», 
In  cursed  tyme  was  thou  bom  for  me  ! 
As  wolde  blisful  Jove,  for  his  joye,       335 
That  I  thee  hadde,  where  I  woldo,  in 

Troye !' 

49.  A  thousand  sykes,  hottore  than  the 
.      glede. 

Out  of  his  brest  ech  after  other  wente, 
Medled  with  pleyntes  newe,  his  wo  io 
fede,  339 

For  which  his  woAil  teres  never  stcnte  ; 
And  shortly,  so  his  pe^iies  him  to-rente. 
And  wex  so  mat,  that  joye  nor  penanuce 
He  feleth  noon,  but  lyth  forth  in  a  traunco. 

60.  Pandare,  which  that  in  the  parlement 
Hadde  herd  what  every  lord  and  burgeys 

seyde,  345 

And  how  ful  grauntcd  was,  by  oon  assent, 
For  Antenor  to  yelden  so  Criseyde, 
Gan  wel  neigh  woo<l  out  of  his  wit  to 

breyde. 
So  that,  for  wo,  ho  niste  what  he  mente ; 
But  in  a  rees  to  Troilus  he  wente.        350 

51.  A  certeyn  knight,  that  for  the  tyme 
kepte 

The  chaumbre-dore,  un-dide  it  him  an  oon ; 
And  Pandare,  that  ful  tendreliche  wcpte, 
In-to  the  derke  chaumbre,  as  stille  as 

stoon, 
Toward  the  bed  gan  sofbely  to  goon,     355 
So  confus,  that  he  niste  what  to  seye  ; 
For  verray  wo  his  wit  was  neigh  awej'o. 

52.  And  with  his  chore  and  lokiug  al 
to-torn, 

For  Borwe  of  this,  and  witli  his  armos 
folden, 
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He  stood  this  woful  Troilns  bifom,       360 
And  on  his  pitotis  face  he  gan  biholden; 
But  lord,  so  often  pan  his  hert«  colden, 
Seing  his  frcend  in  wo,  whos  hevinesse 
His  herto  slow,  as  thonghte  him,  for  dis- 
tresse. 

53.  This  woful  wight,  this  Troilos,  that 

fclte  365 

His  frcend  Pandaro  y-comen  him  to  see, 
Gan  OS  the  snow  ayein  the  sonne  melt«, 
For  which  this  sorwful  Pandare,  of  pi  tee, 
Gan  for  to  wei)e  as  tendreliche  as  he  ; 
And  spcclicles  thus  been  thise  ilke  tweye, 
That  neyther  mighte  o  word  for  sorwe 

soye.  371 

54.  But  at  the  Inste  this  woful  Troilus, 
Ney  deed  for  smert,  gan  bresten  out  to 

roro, 
And  with  a  sorwful  noy^e  he  seyde  thus. 
Among  his  sobbos  and  his  sykes  sore,  375 
'  Lo !    Pandare,   I  am  deed,   with-outeii 

more. 
Hastow  nought  herd  at  x>A]'lement,'  he 

seyde, 
'  For  Antenor  how  lost  is  my  Criseyde  ?* 

55.  This  Pandarus,  ful  deed  and  pale  of 
hewe, 

Ful  pitously  answerdo  and  seyde,  '  yis  ! 
As  wisly  were  it  fals  as  it  is  trewe,        381 
That  I  have  herd,  and  wot  al  how  it  is. 
O  mercy,  god,  who  wolde  have  trowed 

this? 
Who  wolde  have  wend  that,  in  so  litel 

a  throwe,  384 

Fortune  our  joye  wolde  han  over-throwe? 

56.  For  in  this  world  thcr  is  no  creature, 
As  to  my  doom,  that  ever  saw  myne 
Stranngero   than   this,   thorugh    cas  or 

aventuro. 
But  who  may  al  eschewe  or  al  devyne  ? 
Swicli  is  this  world ;   for-thy  I  thus  de- 

fyne,  390 

•f-Xe  truste  no  wight  finden  in  Fortune 
Ay  proprotee  ;  hir  yeftes  been  comune. 

57.  But  tol  me  this,  why  thou  art  now  so 
mad. 

To  sorwen   thus?    Why  lystow  in  this 
"wyse. 


Sin  thy  desyr  al  holly  hastow  hod,       395 
So  that,  by  right,  it  oughto  y-now  sufiyse  ? 
But  I,  that  never  felte  in  my  sorvyso 
A  frendly  chere  or  loking  of  an  yC, 
Lat  mo  thus  wcpe  and  waylo,  til  I  dye. 

58.  And  over  al  this,  as  thou  wel  wost 
thy-selve,  4(xi 

This  town  is  ful  of  ladies  al  aboute  ; 
And,   to  my  doom,   fairer  than  swicho 

twelve 
As  ever  she  was,  shal  I  finde,  in  som 

route. 
Ye,  oon  or  two,  with-outen  any  doute.  404 
For-thy  bo  glad,  myn  owene  dere  brother, 
If  she  be  lost,  we  shul  recovere  another. 

59.  What,  god  for-bede  alwey  that  ech 
plesaunce 

In  o  thing  wore,  and  in  non  other  wight ! 
If  oon  can  singe,  another  can  wel  daunco ; 
If  this  be  goodly,  she  is  glad  and  light ; 
And  this  is  fayr,   and    that    can  good 
a-right.  411 

Ech  for  his  vertu  holden  is  for  dere, 
Bothe  heroner  and  faucon  for  rivere. 

60.  And  cek,  as  writ  Zanzis,  that  was  ful 
wys, 

"  The  newe  love  out  chaceth  ofte  the 
olde;"  415 

And  ui>-on  newe  cas  lyth  newe  avys. 

Thenk  eek,  thy-self  to  saven  artow  holdo ; 

Swich  fyr,  by  proces,  shal  of  kinde  oolde. 

For  sin  it  is  but  casuel  plesaunce, 

Som  cas  shal  putto  it  out  of  remem- 
braunce.  420 

61.  For  al-so  seur  as  day  comcth  after 
night, 

The  newe  love,  labour  or  other  wo. 
Or  elles  selde  seinge  of  a  wight, 
Don  olde  affecciouns  alle  over-go. 
And,  for  thy  part,  thou  shalt  have  oon  of 
tho  425 

To  abrigge  with  thy  bittre  peynes  smorte ; 
Absence  of  hir  shal  dryve  hir  out  of  herte.' 

62.  Thise  wordes  seyde  he  for  the  nones 
alle. 

To  helpe  his  freend,  lest  he  for  sorwe 
deyde. 
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For  dontelees,  to  doon  his  -wo  to  falle,  450 
Ho  ronghte  not  what  nQthriit  that  he 

seyde. 
But  Troilus,  that  neigh  for  Borwe  deyde, 
Tok  litel  hode  of  al  that  ever  he  men  to  ; 
Oon  ere  it  horde,  at  tho  other  out  it 

■wento : — 

C3.  Bat  at  tho  lasto  answerdo  and  seydo, 
*  freend,  435 

This  lochocrafb,  or  helod  thiis  to  he, 

Wero  wel  sitting,  if  that  I  were  a  foend, 

To  traysen  hir  that  trowe  is  nnto  mo ! 

I  pray  god,  hit  this  consayl  never  y-theo  ; 

But  do  mo  rather  storve  anon-right 
hoso  440 

Er  I  thus  do  as  thon  me  woldest  lere. 

64.  She  that  I  servo,  y-wis,  what  so  thou 

seye. 
To  whom  myn  horte  onhabit  is  by  right, 
Shal  han  mo  holly  hires  til  that  I  deye. 
Por,  Pandams,  sin  I  have  tronthe  hir 

^^t,  445 

I  wol  not  been  nntrowe  for  no  wight ; 
But  as  hir  man  I  wol  ay  live  and  sterve, 
And  never  other  creature  serine. 

Go.  And  ther  thou  scyst,  thou  slialt  as 

fairo  findo 
As  she,  lat  be,  make  no  comparisoun  450 
To  crcaturo  y-formed  here  by  kinde. 

0  leve  Pandarc,  in  conclusioun, 

1  wol  not  be  of  thyn  opinioun. 
Touching  al  this ;  for  whiche  I  theo  bi- 

sccho. 
So  liold  thy  pees ;  thou  sleest  me  with 
thy  spocho.  455 

CO.  Thow  biddest  mo  I  sholde  love  an- 
other 

Al  freshly  newo,  and  lat  Criseyde  go  ! 

It  lyth  not  in  my  power,  leve  brother. 

And  though  I  mighto,  I  wolde  not  do  so. 

But  oanstow  pleyun  raket,  to  and  fro,  460 

Netle  in,  dokke  out,  now  this,  now  that, 
Pandare  ? 

Now  foule  falle  hir,  fur  thy  wo  that  care  ! 

67.  Thow  farcst  eok  by  mo,  thou  Pan- 
dams, 


He  cometh  to  him  a  i>as,  and  scyth  right 
thus,  4(>5 

"Thonk  not  on  smert,  and  thou  shnlt  fclo 
noon." 

Thou  most  mo  first  transmuwcn  in  a 
stoon. 

And  revo  mo  my  iiassioxuies  alio, 

£r  thou  so  lightly  do  my  wo  to  fallc. 

68.  The  deetli  may  wel  out  of  my  brest 
departe  47i> 

The  Ijrf,  so  longe  may  this  sorwe  myno  ; 
But  fro  my  soule  shal  Criseydes  darto 
Out  nover-mo ;  but  doun  with  ProserpjTio, 
Whan  I  am  deed,  I  wol  go  wone  in  pyne ; 
And  ther  I  wol  eternally  comployno  475 
My  wo,  and  how  that  twinned  bo  wo 
tweyne. 

69.  Thow  hast  hero  maad  an  argument, 
for  fyn. 

How  that  it  sholde  lasse  i^eyno  bo 
Criseyde  to  for-goon,  for  she  was  myn, 
And  live  in  ese  and  in  folic iteo.  480 

Why  gabbestow,  that  seydost  thus  to  mo 
That  '*  him  is  wors  that  is  fro  welo  y- 

throwe. 
Than  he  haddo  erst  nou  of  that  wele 

y-knowe?" 

70.  But  tel  me  now,  sin  that  thee  thiukcth 

so  light 
To  chaungen  so  in  love,  ay  to  and  fro,  485 
Why  hastow  not  don  bisily  thy  might 
To  ohaungen  hir  that  doth  thee  al  thy  wo? 
Why  niltow  lete  hir  fro  thyn  herte  go  ? 
Why  niltow  love  an-other  lady  swete. 
That  may  thyn  herto  sctten  in  quiete  ? 

71.  If  thou  hast  had  in  lovo  ay  yet  mis- 
chaunce,  491 

And  canst  it  not  out  of  th>*n  herto  dry\'o, 
I,  that  livedo  in  lust  and  in  plesaunoe 
With  hir  as  muohe  as  creature  on-lyve, 
How  sholde  I  that  foryete,  and  that  so 
blyve  ?  495 

O  where  hastow  ben  hid  so  longe  in  muwe, 
That  canst  so  wel  and  formely  arguwo  ? 

72.  Nay,  nay^  god  wot,  nought  worth  is  al 
thy  reed, 


As  he,  that  whan  a  wight  is  wo  bi-goon,      •.  For  which,  for  what  that  over  may  bifallo. 
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With-onten  wordes  mo,  I  vol  be  deed.  500 
O  death,  that  cndoro  art  of  sorwM  alio, 
Com  now,  sin  I  so  oito  after  thee  calle ; 
For  sely  is  that  dooth,  8r>th  for  to  seyne, 
That,  ofto  y-clopcd,  comcth  and  endeth 
peyno. 

73.  Wei  wot  I,  wiiyl  my  lyf  was  in  qnietc, 
Kr  thon  nio  slowc,  I  woldo  have  yoven 

hjTo ;  506 

But  now  thy  commge  is  to  me  so  swcte. 
That  in  this  world  I  no-thin^  so  de^yre. 
O  deetli,  sin  with  this  sorwo  I  am  a-fyre, 
Tlioa  outhcr  domoanoon  in  teres  drenche, 
Or    with    thy    coldo    strook    myn    hete 

qncnche !  511 

74.  Sin  that  thou  sloost  so  fele  in  sondry 
wyse 

Ayens  hir  wil,  unpreyod,  day  and  night, 
Do  me,  at  my  rwinosto,  this  servyse, 
Delivere  now  the  world,  so  dostow  right, 
Of  mo,  tliat  am  the  wofulleste  wight    516 
That  ever  was ;  for  tyme  is  that  I  sterve, 
Sin  in  this  world  of  right  nought  may 
I  sorve.' 

75.  This  Troilus  in  teres  gan  distille, 

As  licour  out  of  alambyk  ful  faste ;  520 
And  Pandarus  gan  holde  his  tunge  stillo, 
And   to  the  g^und  his  eyen  doun  he 

casto. 
But  nathelccs,  thus  thoughte  he  at  the 

laste, 
'  ^^^lat,  pardc,  rather  than  my  felawe 

deye, 
Yet  slial  I  som-what  more  un-to  him  soye : ' 

76.  And  soydc,    '  freend,  sin  thon  hast 
Bwich  distrcsse,  s^ 

And  sin  thee  list  myn  arguments  to  blame, 
Whynilt  thy-s<»lven  holi>on  doon  redresse, 
And   with   thy  manhod    lotton    al   this 

grame  ? 
Go  ravissho  hir  no  canstow  not  for  shame ! 
And  out  her  lat  hir  out  of  touno  faro,    531 
Or  hold  hir  stillo,  and  love  thy  nyce  fare. 

77.  Artow  in  Tro>'0,  and  hast  non  hardi- 
mcnt 

To  take  a  wouiman  which  that  loveth 
thee. 


And  wolde  hir-aelven  been  of  thyn  assent? 
Now  is  not  this  a  nyce  vanitee  ?  536 

Bjrs  up  anoon,  and  lat  tills  weping  be, 
And  kyth  thou  art  a  man,  for  in  this 

houre 
I  wil  be  deed,  or  she  shal  bleven  oure.* 

78.  To  this  answerde  him  Troilus   fVil 
soile,  540 

And  scyde,  '  parde,  leve  brother  dere, 
Al  this  have  I  my-self  yet  thought  ftd  ofte, 
And  more  thing  than  thon  dev3rsest  here. 
But  why  this  thing  is  lafl,  thou  shalt  wel 
here;  544 

And  whan  thou  me  hast  yeve  an  audience, 
Thcr-after  mayst  thou  telle  al  thy  sen- 
tence. 

79.  First,  sin  thou  wost  this  toun  hath  al 
this  werro 

For  ravisshing  of  wommen  so  by  might, 
It  sholde  not  l>o  suflfrod  mo  to  erro,      549 
As  it  stant  now,  ne  doon  so  gret  unright. 
I  sholde  han  also  blame  of  every  wight, 
My  fadres  graunt  if  that  I  so  withstode, 
Sin  she  is  chaunged  for  the  tonnes  goode. 

80.  I  have  eek  thought,  so  it  -w^ro  hir 
assent, 

To  aske  hir  at  my  fader,  of  his  grace ;  555 
Than  thcnke  I,  this  were  hir  accuscmenf , 
Sin  wel  I  woot  I  may  hir  not  purchace. 
For  sin  my  fader,  in  so  heigh  a  place 
Asparlemcnt,  hatli  hir  escluiungo  cnscled, 
Ho  nil  for  me  his  lettro  be  repelcd.       560 

81.  Yet  dredo  I  most  hir  herte  to  per- 
tourbe 

With  violence,  if  I  do  swich  a  game  ; 
For  if  I  wolde  it  openly  distourbe. 
It  mosto  been  disclaundre  to  hir  name. 
And  mo  were  lever  deed  than  hir  delamo, 
As  nolde  god  but-if  I  sholde  have         566 
Hir  honour  lever  than  my  lyf  to  save  ! 

82.  Thus  am  I  lost,  for  ought  that  I  can 
see ; 

For  certeyn  is,  sin  that  I  am  hir  knight, 
I  moste  hir  honour  lever  han  than  mo 
In  overy  cas,  as  lovero  oughte  of  right.  571 
Thus  am  I  with  desyr  and  roson  twight ; 
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Deeyr  for  to  distoorben  hir  xno  redeth, 
And  reson  nil  not,  so  myn  herte  dredeth.* 

88.  Tims  wepingo  that  he  condo  never 
cosso,  575 

He  seyde,  *  allns !  how  slial  I,  vrrecche, 
fare? 

For  wel  felo  I  alwey  my  love  encressef 

And  hope  is  lasso  and  lasso  alvrey,  Pan- 
dare! 

Encressen  eek  the  causes  of  my  care ; 

So  wel-a-wey,  why  nil  myn  herte  breste  ? 

For,  as  in  love,  thor  is  but  litol  reste.'  581 

84.  Pandare  answerde,  'freend,  thou 
mayst,  for  me, 

Don  as  thee  list ;  bat  hadde  ich  it  so  bote. 
And  th3m  ostat,  she  sholde  go  with  me ; 
Though  al  this  toon  cryede  on  this  thing 

by  note,  585 

I  nolde  sette  at  al  that  noyse  a  groto. 
For  when  men  ban  wel  cryed,  than  wol 

they  rouno ; 
A  wonder  last  but  nyne  night  never  in 

tonne. 

*. 

85.  Dovyne  not  in  reson  ay  so  dope 

Ne  corteysly,  but  help  thy-self  anoon ;  590 
Bet  is  that  othero  than  thy-selvon  wope, 
And  namely,  sin  ye  two  been  al  oon. 
Bys  up,  for  by  myn  heed,  she  shal  not 

goon; 
And  rather  be  in  blame  a  lyte  y-founde 
Than  8ter\'e  here  as  a  gnat,  with-oute 

wounde.  595 

86.  It  is  no  shame  un-to  yow,  no  no  vyoe 
Hir  to  with-holden,  that  ye  loveth  most. 
Paraunter,  she  mighto  holden  thee  for 

nyco 
To  leto  hir  go  thus  to  the  Grekos  ost. 
Thenk  ock  Fortune,  as  wel  thy-selven 

wost,  600 

Helpeth  hardy  man  to  his  empryso, 
And  weyveth  wrocches,  for  hir  cowardyse. 

87.  And  though  thy  lady  wolde  a  litelhir 
grevo, 

Thou  shalt  thy  pees  ful  wol  here-after 

make. 
But  as  for  me,  cortayn,  I  can  not  levo  605 
That  she  wolde  it  as  now  for  y\'cl  take. 


Why  sholde  than  for  ferd  thyn  herto 

quake? 
Thenk  oek  how  Paris  hath,  that  is  thy 

brother, 
A    love ;    and    why    shallow    not    have 

another  ? 

88.  And    Troilus,    o    thing   I    dar    thee 
swero,  610 

That  if  Criseyde,  whicho  that  is  thy  leof. 
Now  loveth  thee  as  wel  as  thou  dost  hero, 
Qod  helpe  me  so,  sho  nil  not  take  a-greef, 
Though    thou    do    bote    o-noon   in   this 

mischeef. 
And  if  sho  wilueth  fro  thee  for  to  posse, 
Thanne  is  she  fals ;  so  love  hir  wel  the 

lasse.  616 

89.  For-thy  tak  herte,  and  thenk,  right  us 
a  knight, 

Thourgh  love  is  broken  alday  ever>'  hiwe. 
Kyth  now  sum  what  thy  corage  and  thy 

might, 
Have  mercy  on  thy-self,  for  any  awo.    620 
Lat  not  this  wrecched   wo    thin    hortu 

gnawc, 
But   manly  set  tho   world   on   sixo  nnd 

sevene ; 
And,  if  thou  deye  a  martir,  go  to  lieveuo. 

90.  I  wol  my-self  bo  with  theo  at  this 
dede. 

Though    ich    and   iil    my  kin,    uiw>n   n 
stoundo,  6^5 

Shulle  in  a  streto  as  dogges  liggon  dode, 
Thourgh-girt  with  many  a  wyd  and  blody 

wounde . 
In  every  cas  I  wol  a  freend  be  founde. 
And  if  thee  list  here  8ter\'en  as  a  wrecchc, 
A-dieu,    the    devel    spede   him    that    it 
recohe ! '  630 

91.  This  Troilus  gan   with    tho    wordes 

quikou. 
And  seydo,   'freend,   graunt  merc.v,  ich 

assento  ; 
But  certayuly  thou  mayst   not   ino    so 

priken, 
Ne  pej'no  noon  ne  may  mo  so  tormcnte. 
That,  for  no  cas,  it  is  not  myn  entente. 
At  shorto  wordes,  though  I  d>'en  sholde, 
To  ravissho  hir,  but-if  hir-self  it  wolde.'  Cjj 
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J)*2.  '  Why,  BO  mene  I,'  quod  Pandams,  *al 

this  day. 
But  tcl  me  than,  hastow  hir  wel  assayed, 
Tlint  sorwest  thus?'    And  he  answerde, 

'  nay.*  640 

'Wher-of  artow,*  quod  Pandare,    *ihan 

o-mayed, 
That  nost  not  that  she  wol    ben    yvel 

apayod 
To  ravisshe  hir,  sin  thou  hast  not  ben 

there, 
Butrif  that  Jove  tolde  it  in  thjrn  ere  ? 

93.  For-thy  rys  up,  as  nought  ne  were, 
anoon,  645 

And  wash  thy  face,  and  to  the  king  thou 

wondo, 
Or  ho  may  wondren  whider  thou  art  goon. 
Thou  most  with  wisdom  him  and  othere 

blende  ; 
Or,  up-on  cas,  he  may  after  thee  sende 
Er  thou  be  war;   and  shortly,  brother 

dere,  650 

Be  glad,  and  lat  me  werke  in  this  matere. 

94.  For  I  shal  shape  it  so,  that  sikerly 
Thou  shalt  this  night  som  tyme,  in  som 

manere. 
Com  sjieko  with  thy  lady  provely. 
And  by  hir  wordes  eok,  and  by  hir  chere. 
Thou  shalt  ful  sono  aparceyve  and  wel 

here  656 

Al  hir  entente,  and  in  this  cas  the  beste  ; 
And  fare  now  wel,  for  in  this  point  I 

reste.* 

95.  The  swifto  Fame,  whiche  that  false 
thinges 

Kgal  rcporteth  lyk  the  thinges  trewe,  660 
Was  thorugh-out  Troyo  y-fled  with  preste 

winges 
Fro  man  to  man,  and  made  this  tale  al 

newo, 
How  Calkas  doughtcr,  with  hir  brightc 

hewe, 
At  parlcment,  with-outo  wordes  more, 
I-graunted  was  in  chaunge  of  Antenore.  665 

96.  The  whiche  tale  anoon>riglit  as  Cri- 
soydo 

Had  herd,  she  which   that   of  hir  fader 
roughte, 


As  in  this  cas,  right  nought,  ne  whanno 

he  deydc, 
Ful  bisily  to  Juppiter  bisoughto 
Yeve  him   mischaunce  that  this   tretis 

broughte.  670 

But  shortly,  lost  thise  tales  sothe  were, 
She  dorste  at  no  wight  asken  it,  for  fero ; 

97.  As  she  that  haddo  hir  horte  and  al  hir 
minde 

On  Troilus  y-set  so  wonder  fast«, 

That  al  this  world  ne  mighte  hir  love 

unbinde,  675 

No  Troilus  out  of  hir  herte  caste  ; 
She  wol  ben  his,  whyl  that  liir  lyf  may 

laste. 
And  thus  she  brenneth  bothe  in  love  and 

drede, 
So  that  she  niste  what  was  best  to  rede. 

98.  But  as  men  seen  in  toune,  and  al 
aboute,  680 

That  wommen  uson  frendcs  to  visyt^, 
So  to  Criseyde  of  wommen  com  a  route 
For  pitous  joye,  and  wenden  hir  delyte  ; 
And  with  hir  tales,  dere  y-nough  a  myto. 
These  wommen,  whiche  that  in  the  cite 

dwellc,  (^$ 

They  sette  hem  doun,  and  seyde  as  I  shal 

telle. 

99.  Quod  first  that  oon,  'I  am  glad, 
trowely. 

By-cause  of  yow,  that  shal  your  fader  see.* 
A-nother  seyde,  *  y-wis,  so  nam  not  I ; 
For  al  to  litel  hath  she  with  iis  be. '     690 
Quod   tho  the   thridde,   *  I  hoi>e,  y-wis, 

that  she 
Shal  bringcn  us  the  pees  on  every  syde. 
That,  whan  she  gooth,  almighty  god  hir 

gyde!' 

100.  Tho  wordes  and  tho  wommannisshe 
thinges, 

Fho  herde  horn  right  as  though  she 
thennes  were ;  695 

For,  god  it  wot,  hir  herte  on  other  thing 
is, 

Although  the  body  sat  among  hem  there. 

Hir  advertence  is  alwey  elles-whcre  ; 

For  Troilus  ful  faste  hir  soule  soughte  ; 

With-outcn  word,  alwey  on  him  sho 
thoughte,  700 
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101.  Thise  wommen,  that  thus  venden 
hir  to  plcse, 

Aboate     nought    gonne    alle    hir   tales 

si)onde ; 
Swich  vaniteo  ne  can  don  hir  non  eso, 
As  she  that,  al  this  mcne  whylo,  brende 
Of  other  passionn  than  that  they  wende, 
So  that  she  felte  almost  hir  horto  dye  706 
For  wo,  and  wery  of  that  companye. 

102.  For  which  no  lenger    mighte    she 
rostreyno 

Hir  tores,  so  they  gonnen  np  to  wello, 
That  yeven  signos  of  the  bitter  pejuo  710 
In  whicho    hir    spirit    was,  and  moste 

dwello ; 
Bemembring  hir,  fro  heven  unto  which 

heUe 
She   fallen    was,    sith    she  forgoth  the 

sighto 
Of  Troilns,  and  sorowfully  she  sighte.  714 

103.  And  thilke  foles  sittingo  hir  abonto 
Wendcn,  that  she  wepto  and  syked  sore 
By-cause  that  she  sholde  out  of  that  route 
Deiiarte,  and  never  pleye  with  hem  more. 
And  they  that  hadde  y-knowen  hir  of  yore 
Seyo  hir  so  wope,  and  thoughte  it  kinde- 

nosse,  730 

And  echo  of  hem  wepte  cek  for  hir  dis- 
tresso ; 

104.  And  bisily  they  gonnen  hir  conforten 
Of  thing,  god  wot,   on  which  she  litel 

thoughte ; 
And  with  hir  tales  wenden  hir  disporton, 
And  to  be  glad  they  often  hir  bisought«. 
But   swich   an    ese  thor-with  they  hir 

wroughto  726 

Right  as  a  man  is  escd  for  to  fele, 
For  acho  of  heed,  to  clawen  him  on  his 

helo! 

105.  But  after  al  this  nyce  vanitee 
They  t<y6k  hir  leve,  and  hoom  they  wentcn 

alle.  730 

Criseydo,  ful  of  sorweful  pit^ee, 
In-to  hir  chaumbre  up  wento  out  of  the 

hallo, 
And  on  hir  bed  she  gan  for  deed  to  fallo, 
In  purjKts  never  thennes  for  to  ryae  ; 
And  thus  she  wroughte,  as  I  shal  yow 

devyse.  735 


106.  Hir  ounded  heer,  that  sonnish  was 
of  hewe. 

She  rente,  and  eek  hir  fmgrcs  longe  and 

smale 
She  wrong  ful  ofte,  and  bad  god  on  hir 

rewe, 
And  with  the  deeth  to  doon  bote  on  hir 

bale. 
Hir  hewe,  whylom  bright,  that  tho  was 

pale,  740 

Bar  witnes  of  hir  wo  and  hir  constroynto ; 
And  thus  she  spak,  sobbinge,  in  hir  com- 

pleynte : 

107.  'Alas!*    quod    she,    'out    of    this 
regioun 

I,  w^oful  wrecche  and  infortuned  wight, 
And  bom  in  oorsed  constellacioun,       745 
Mot  goon,   and  thus  dopartcn    fro    my 

knight ; 
Wo  worth,  alias !  that  ilko  dayos  light 
On  which  I  saw  him  first   with    eyen 

tweyne, 
That   causcth  mo,  and  I  him,   al    this 

peyne ! ' 

108.  Therwith  tho  teres  fVom  hir  eycn 
two  750 

Doun  fille,  as  shour  in  Aperill,  ful  swj-the ; 
Hir  whyto  brest  she  bet,  and  for  the  wo 
After  the  deeth  she  cr^'^ed  a  thousand 

fljrthe. 
Sin  he  that  wont  hir  wo  was  for  to  Ij'tho, 
She  mot  for-goon  ;  for  which  disaventuro 
She  held  hir-solf  a  forlost  creature.       756 

100.  She  seydo,  '  how  shal  he  doon,  and 

I  also? 
How  sholde  I  live,  if  that  I  from  him 

twinne? 
O  dere  horto  eek,  that  I  love  so, 
Wlio  shal  that  sorwe  slecn  that  j'o  ben 

inne  ?  760 

O  Calkas,  fader,  thyn  be  al  this  sinno ! 
O  moder  myn,  that  cleiwd  were  Argyve, 
Wo  worth  that  day  that  thou  me  bore  on 

lyve! 

110.  To  what  fyn  sholde  I  live  and  sorwen 

thus? 
How  sholdo  a  fish  with-outo  water  dure? 
What  is  Criseyde  worth,  from  Troilus?  766 
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How  sbolde  a  plnnnte  or  lyres  creature 
LivCf  with-oute  his  kinde  norituro  ? 
For  which  ful  oft  a  by-word  hor©  I  seye, 
That,  "  rotelecs,  mot  serene  sone  deye,"  771) 

111.  I  slinl  don  thuSf  sin  neither  swerd ne 
darte 

Dar  I  non  handlo,  for  the  cmeltee, 
That  ilko  day  that  I  from  yow  departe, 
If  8<>rwo  of  that  nil  not  my  Ijane  be, 
Than  8hal  no  moto  or  drinke  come  in 
me  775 

Til  I  my  soulo  ont  of  my  breste  nnshetbe ; 
And  thus  my-selvon  wol  I  do  to  dethe. 

112.  And,  Troilus,  my  clothes  everichoon 
Shul    blake    been,  in    tokoninge,    herte 

swete, 
Tliat  [  urn  as  out  of  this  world  afipoon,  780 
Tliat  wont  was  yow  to  sett^n  in  qniete ; 
And  of  myn  ordro,  ay  til  deoth  me  mete, 
The  observaance  over,  in  yonr  absence, 
Shal  sorwe  been,  compleynte,  and  absti- 
nence. 

118.  Myn  hcrte  and  eek  the  wofal  goost 
ther-inne  785 

Biqnotlie  I,  with  your  spirit  to  complcync 
Eternally,  for  they  shul  never  twinno. 
For  though   in   orthe  y-twinned  be  we 

tweyne, 
Yet  in  the  fcld  of  piteo,  out  of  peyne. 
That  bight  Elysos,  shul  we  been  y-fere,  790 
As  Orpheus  and  Erudice  his  fere. 

1 14.  Thus  lu'rto  myu,  for  Antenor,  alias ! 
I  sone  shal  bo  cliaunged,  as  I  weno. 

But  how  shul  ye   don   in  this  sorwiVd 

cas. 
How  shal  your  tcndro  horte  thissustene? 
But  herto  myn,  for-yet  this  sorwe  and 

tone,  796 

An<l  me  also ;  for,  soothlj'  for  to  seye. 
So  yo  wcl  faro,  I  recche  not  to  deye.* 

115.  How  mighti)  it  over  y-retl  ben  or 
y-8onge, 

The  plG>'nto  that  she  made  in  hir  dls- 
tresso?  800 

I  noot ;  but,  as  for  me,  my  litcl  tongo. 
If  I  discrovcn  woldo  hir  hovinesse, 
It  sholde  make  hir  sorwe  lemo  leoe 


Than  that  it  was,  and  childishly'  deface 
Hir  heigh  compleynte,  and  therforo  I  it 
pace.  805 

116.  Pandare,    which    that    sent    from 
Troilns 

Was  to  Crisojrde,  as  ye  han  herd  devyso. 
That  for  the  beste  it  was  accorded  thus, 
And  he  fhl  glad  to  doon  him  that  servyse, 
Un-to  Criseydo,  in  a  ttd  seoree  wjrse,      810 
Ther-as  she  lay  in  torment  and  in  rage. 
Com  hir  to  telle  al  hoolly  his  message. 

117.  And  fond  that  she  hir-selven  gan  to 
trete 

Ful  pitously ;  for  with  hir  salte  teres 
Hir  brest,  hir   face    y-bathed    was   ftil 

wete ;  815 

The  mighty  tresses  of  hir  sonnish  heres, 
Unbroydon,  hangen  al  aboate  hir  eres ; 
Which  yaf  him  verray  sig^nal  of  martyre 
Of  deeth,    which    that    hir   herte    gan 

desyre. 

1 18.  Whan  she  him  saw,  she  gan  for  sorwe 
anoon  8ao 

Hir  tery  face  a-twize  hir  armes  hyde. 
For  which  this  Pandare  is  so  wo  bi-goon, 
That  in  the  hous  ho    mighte  nnnethe 

abyde. 
As  ho  that  pitee  felte  on  every  sydo. 
For  if  Crisoyde  hadde  erst  oomple^'ned 

sore,  825 

Tho  gan   she  pleyne  a  thousand  twines 

more. 

119.  And  in  hir  aspro  pleynte  than  she 
soyde, 

'  Pandore  first  of  joyos  mo  than  two 
Was  cause  causinge  un-to  me,  Criseyde, 
Tliat    now    transmuwod   been    in  cruel 

wo.  830 

Wher  shal  I  seye  to  yow  "  wel  come  "  or 

no. 
That  aldorfirst  me  bronghto  in-to  servyse 
Of  love,  alias !  that  endeth  in  swich  w>'so? 

120.  Endeth  than  love  in  wo  ?  Tc,  or  men 
lyeth !  834 

And  alio  worldly  blissc,  as  thinketh  mo, 
Tlie  cnde  of  blisse  ay  sorwe  it  occupyeth ; 
And  who-8o  troweth  not  that  it  so  be, 
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Lat  him  npon  xnc,  wofhl  wrecche,  y-aee, 
That  my-self  hato,   and    ay  my  hirthe 

acorso, 
Feling^  alwoy,  fro  wikko  I  go  to  worse. 

121.  Who-8o  mo  sceth,  ho  sccth  sorwe  al 
at  ones,  841 

Peyne,  torment,  pleynte,  "wo,  distresse. 
Out  of  my  woful  body  harm  ther  noon  is, 
,  As  anguish,  langonr,  cruel  bittemosse, 
A-noy,  smcrt,  drede,  fury,  and  eek  sik- 
nesse.  845 

T  trowe,  y-wis,  from  hevene  teres  reyne. 
For  piteo  of  myn  aspro  and  cruel  peyne !  * 

122.  'And  thou,  my  suster,   ful  of  dis- 
comfort,' 848 

Quod  Pandarus,  '  what  thoukostowto  do? 
Why  ne  hastow  to  thy-selven  som  resport. 
Why  woltow  thus  thy-solvo,  alias,  for-do? 
Leef  al  this  work  and  tak  now  hcde  to 
That  I  shal  seyn,  and  herknc,  of  good 

entente, 
This,   which   by    mo    thy    Troilus    thee 

sente.' 

128.  Tomed    hir    tho    Criseyde,    a    wo 

makinge  855 

So  greet  that  it  a  deeth  was  for  to  see  : — 

*  Alias  I '  quod  she,  '  what  wordes  may  ye 

bringe? 
What  wol  my  dere  herte  seyn  to  me. 
Which  that  I  drede  never-mo  to  see?  859 
Wol  he  have  pleynte  or  teres,  or  I  wende? 
I  have  y-nowe,  if  he  ther-after  sonde  ! ' 

124.  She  was  right  swich  to  seen  in  hir 
visage 

As  is  that  wight  that  men  on  here  binde ; 
Hir  face,  lyk  of  Paradys  the  image. 
Was  al  y-chaunged  in  another  kinde.  865 
The  pleye,  the  laughtre  men  was  wont  to 

finde 
In  hir,  and  eek  hir  joyes  overychone, 
Den  fled,  and  thus  lyth  now  Criseyde 

allone. 

125.  Aboute  hir  eyen  two  a  purpre  ring 
Bi-trent,    in    sothfast   tokninge  of  hir 

IKJjme,  870 

That  to  biholde  it  was  a  dedly  thing, 
For  which  Pandare  mighte  not  restreyne 


The  teres  from  his  eyen  for  to  reyne. 
But  natheloes,  as  he  best  mighte,  he  scydo 
From  Troilus  thiso  wordes  to  Criseyde.  875 

126.  'Lo,  necc,  I  trowe  yo  han  herd  nl 
how 

The  king,    with  othoro  lordos,  for   the 

beste, 
Hath  mad  eschaunge  of  Antenor  and 

yow. 
That    cause    is  of  this  sorwe  and  this 

unresto. 
But  how  this  cas  doth  Troilus  moleste,  880 
That  may  non    crthely  mannes    tonge 

seye; 
For  verray  wo  his  wit  is  al  awoye. 

127.  For  which   wo  han   so   sorwed,   lie 
and  I, 

That  in-to  litel  botho  it  haddo  us  slawo  ; 
But  thurgh  my  con  soil  this  day,  f>'nally, 
He  somwhat  is  fro  woping  now  with- 
drawe.  8S(, 

And  semeth  me  that  ho  desyroth  fawo 
With  yow  ti>  been  al  night,  for  to  dovyso 
Bemede  in  this,  if  ther  were  any  wyso. 

128.  This,  short  and  pleyno,  th'effect  of 
my  message,  890 

As  ferforth  as  my  wit  can  comprehcnde. 
For  yo,  that  been  of  torment  in  swich  rage, 
May  to  no  long  prologo  as  now  ontende ; 
And  her-upon  ye  mayanswere  him  sonde. 
And,  for  the  love  of  god,  my  nece  dere. 
So  leef  this  wo  er  Troilus  be  here.'        896 

129.  *  Gret  is  my  wo,'  quod  she,  and  sighte 
sore. 

As  she  that  feleth  dedly  sharp  distresse ; 
*  But  yet  to  me  his  sorwe  is  muchel  more, 
That  love   him    bet    than  he  him-sclf, 
Igesse.  900 

Alias  !  for  me  hath  he  swich  hevinesse  ? 
Can  he  for  me  so  pitously  oompleyne  ? 
Y-wis,  this  sorwe  doubleth  al  my  peyne. 

130.  Grevous  to  me,  god  wot,  is  for  to 
twinne,' 

Quod  she,  '  but  yet  it  hardere  is  tome  905 
To  seen  that  sorwe  which  that  he  is  inne ; 
For  wel  wot  I,  it  wol  my  bane  be ; 
And  deye  I  wol  in  certayn/  tho  quod  she ; 
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*  But  bidde  him  come,  er  doeth,  that  thus 

me  threteth, 
Dry vo  out  that  goost,  which  in  Tayn  herte 

betoth.'  910 

131.  Tliiso  w'ordes  seyd,  she  on  hir  armes 
two 

Fil  |?ruf,  and  gan  to  wcik;  pitoiialy. 
(iuod  P]indams,  '  alias !  why  do  ye  so, 
Syn  wel  yo  wot  the  tymo  is  faste  by. 
That  he  shal  come  ?  Arys  up  hastcly,    915 
That  he  yow  nat  biwopen  thus  ne  finde, 
But  yo   wol  han  him  wood   out  of  his 
mindc  ! 

132.  For  wisto  he  that  ye  ferde  in  this 
mancre, 

He  wolde  liim-selvo  sleo  ;  and  if  I  wende 
To  han  this  fare,   ho  sholde  not  como 
here  930 

For  al  the  goo<l  that  Pryam  may  despende. 
For  to  what  fya  lio  wolde  anoon  protende, 
That  knowo  I  wel;  and  for-thy  yet  I  seye, 
So  leef  this  sorwe,  or  platly  ho  wol  deye. 

133.  And  shapeth  yow  his  soi-we  for  to 
abregge,  925 

And  nought  encrcsse,  levo  nece  swete ; 
Beth  rather  to  him  cause  of  flat  than 

And  with  som  wysdom  yo  his  sorwes  bete. 
What  helpeth  it  to  wepen  ful  a  strete, 
Or  though  ye  bothe  in  salte  teres  drejmte? 
Bet  is  a  tjnnoof  cure  ay  thanof  pleynte.  931 

134.  I  mene  thus ;    wlian   I  him  hidcr 
bringo, 

Sin  yo  ben  wyse,  and  bothe  of  oon  assent, 
So  shapoth  how  distourl>o  your  goinge, 
Or  come  ayen,  soneaft«r  ye  be  went.    935 
Wommen  ben  wyse  in  short  av3r8ement ; 
And  lat  sen  how  your  wit    shal    now 

avoyle  ; 
And  what  that  I  may  helpe,  it  shal  not 

fayle.' 

135.  *  Go,'  quod    Criseyde,    'and    uncle, 
trewelj', 

I  shal  don  al  my  might,  me  to  restreyne 
From  weping  in  his  sight,  and  bisily,  941 
Him  for  to  glade,  I  shal  don  al  my  peyne, 
And  in  myn  herte  seken  every  veyne  ; 


If  to  this  soor  ther  may  bo  founden  s^vo, 

It    shal    not    lakkcn,   certain,   on   myn 

halve.*  945 

136.  Qoth    Pandarus,    and    TroiluA    ho 

soughte. 
Til  in  a  temple  he  fond  him  allono, 
As  ho  that  of  his  lyf  no  lengcr  ronghto  ; 
But  to  the  pitouso  goddos  overichone 
Ful  tendrely  he  prcyde,  and  made  his 

mone,  950 

To  doon  him  sone  out  of  this  world  to 

pace; 
For  wel  he  thoughte  ther  was  non  other 

grace. 

187.  And  shortly,  al  tho  sothe  for  to  seye, 
He  was  so  fallen  in  despeyr  that  day. 
That  outrely  he  shoop  him  for  to  deye.  955 
For  right  thus  was  his  argument  alwey  : 
He  seyde,  he  nas  but  loren,  waylawcy  ! 

'  Fur  al  that  comth,  comth  by  nooessiteo ; 
Thus  to  be  lorn,  it  is  my  destinee. 

188.  For  c^rtaynly,  this  wot  I  wel,'  ho 
seyde,  90<» 

*  That  for-sight  of  div3mo  purveyaunce 
Hath  seyn  alwcy  me  to  for-gon  Criseyde, 
Sin  god  seoth  every  thing,  out  of  dout- 

aunoe, 
And  hem  desponeth,  thourgh  his  orde- 

naunce, 
In  hir  merytes  sothly  for  to  be,  965 

As  they  shul  comen  by  predestinee. 

189.  But  nathelees,  alias!  whom  shal  I 
leve? 

For  ther  ben  greto  clerkes  many  oon, 
That  destinee  thorugh  argumentes  preve ; 
And  som  men  seyn  that  nedoly  ther  is 
noon ;  970 

But  that  free  chois  isyeven  us  everichoon. 
O,  welaway!  so  sleye  am  clerkes  olde, 
Tliat  I  not  whos  opinion  I  may  hdde. 

140   For  som  men  seyn,  if  god  seth  al 

bifom, 
Xe  god  may  not  deceyved  ben,  pardee,  975 
Than  moot  it  fallen,  though  men  hadde  it 

sworn. 
That  purveyaunce  hath  aeyn.  bifore  to  bo. 
Wherfor  I  seye,  that  from  et«me  if  he 
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Hath  wist  bifom  our  thooght  eek  as  our 

dede, 
Wo  liavo  no  froo  choiB,  as  these  clerkcs 

rede.  980 

141.  For  other  thought  nor  other  dede 
also 

Might  never  be,  but  swich  as  purveyaunce, 
Which  may  not  ben  deceyved  never-mo, 
Hath  feled  bifom,  ivith-outen  ignoraunce. 
For  if  ther  mights  been  a  variaunce    985 
To  wrythen  out  fro  goddes  purveyinge, 
Ther  nero  no  prescience  of  thing  comingo ; 

142.  But  it  wore  rather  an  opinioun 
Uncerteyn,  and  no  stedfast  forseinge ; 
And  certes,  that  wore  an  abusioun,      990 
That  god  shuld  han  no  jiarfit  cleer  witinge 
More  than  we  men  that  han    doutous 

weninge. 
But  swich  an  errour  ui>-on  god  to  gesso 
Were  fals  and  foul,  and  wikked  corsed- 

nesse. 

148.  Eek  this  is  an  opinioun  of  somme  995 
That  han  hir  top  ful  heighe  and  smothe 

y-shore ; 
They  seyn  right  thus,  that  thing  is  not  to 

come 
For  that  the  prescience  hath  seyn  bifore 
That  it  shal  come;  but  they  s^jni,  that 

therfore 
That  it  shal  come,  therforo  the  purvey- 

aunce  looo 

Wot  it  bifom  with-outon  ignoraunce ; 

144.  And  in  this  manere  this  necessitee 
Betometh  in  his  part  contrario  agayn. 
For  needfdlly  bihoveth  it  not  to  be 
That  thilke  thinges  fallen  in  oertayn  1005 
That  ben  purveyed ;  but  nedely,  as  they 

seyn, 
Bihoveth  it  that  thinges,  whicho  that 

falle, 
That  they  in  certayn  ben  purveyed  alio. 

145.  I  mene  as  thougli  I  laboured  me  in 
this, 

To  enqueren  which  thing  cause  of  which 
thing  be ;  1010 

As  whether  that  the  prescience  of  god  is 
The  certayn  cause  of  the  necessitee 


I  Of  thinges  that  to  comen  been,  pardeo  ; 
Or  if  necessitee  of  thing  comingo 
Be  cause  certeyn  of  the  purveyinge.    1015 

146.  But  now  no  enforce  I  me  nat  in 
shewinge 

How  the  ordre  of  causes  stant ;  but  wel 

wot  I, 
That  it  bihoveth  that  the  bifallingo 
Of  thinges  wist  bilbren  cortoynly 
Be  nocessarie,  al  semo  it  not  ther-by  lojo 
That  prescience  put  fulling  necessairo 
To  thing  to  come,  al  falle  it  foule  or 

faire. 

147.  For  if  ther  sit  a  man  yond  on  a  see. 
Than  by  necessitee  bihoveth  it 

That,  certes,  thyn  opinioun  soth  be,     1025 
That  wenest  or  coujectest  that  ho  sit ; 
And  ferther-over  now  ayenward  yit, 
Lo,  right  so  it  is  of  the  part  oontrarie, 
As  thus ;    (now  herkne,  for  I  wol  not 
tarie): 

148.  I  seyo,  that  if  the  opinioun  of  thee 
Be  sooth,  for  that  he  sit,  than  scye  I 

this,  103 1 

That  he  mot  sitten  by  necessitee ; 
And  thus  necessitee  in  either  is. 
For  in  him  nede  of  sitting  is,  y-wis. 
And  in  thee  node  of  sooth  ;  and  thus,  for- 

sothe,  HJ35 

Ther  moot  necessitee  ben  in  yow  bothe. 

149.  But  thou  mayst  sejm,  the  man  sit 
not  therfore. 

That  thyn  opinion  of  sitting  soth  is  ; 
But  rather,  for  the  man  sit  ther  bifore, 
Therfore  is  thjm  opinion  sooth,  y-wis.  1040 
And  I  seye,  though  the  cause  of  sooth  of 

this 
Comth  of  his  sitting,  yet  necessitee 
Is  ontrechaungod,  bothe  in  him  and  thcc. 

150.  Thus    on    this    same  wyse,   out  of 
doutaunco, 

I  may  wel  maken,  as  it  someth  mc,     1045 
My  resoningo  of  goddes  purveyaunco. 
And  of  the  thinges  that  to  comen  bo ; 
By  whiche  reson  men  may  wel  y-soc, 
That  thilke  thinges  that  in  erthe  falle, 
That  by  necessitee  they  comen  alle.    1050 
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131.  For  al-though  that,  for  thing  shal 

come,  y-wis, 
Therfore  is  it  purveyed,  certaynly, 
Nat  that  it  comth  for  it  purveyed  is  : 
Yet  nutholees,  bihoveth  it  nodfully, 
That  thing  to  come  be  purveyed,  trewely ; 
Or  dies,  thingcs  that  purveyed  be,      1056 
That  they  bityden  by  necossitee. 

152.  And    this    suffyseth     right    y-now, 

certe>Ti, 
For  to  destroj'e  our  free  chois  every  del. — 
But  now  is  this  abusion  to  seyn,         1060 
That  fallinge  of  the  thinges  temporal 
Is  cause  of  goddcs  prescience  ot«moL 
Now  trewely,  that  is  a  fals  sentence, 
Tliat  thing  to  come   sholde    cause    his 

prescience. 

I08.  What  mighte  I  wene,  and  I  hadde 

swich  a  thought,  1065 

But  that  god  purveyth  thing  that  is  to 

come 
For  that  it  is  to  come,  and  elles  nought  ? 
Sf>  mighte  I  wene  that  thinges  alio  and 

some, 
That  whylom  been  bifalle  and  over-come, 
Ben  cause    of   thilke  sovereyn  purvey- 

aunce,  1070 

That  for-wot  al  with-outen  ignoraunce. 

154.  And  over  al  this,  yet  soye  I  more 
herto, 

Tliat   right  us  whan   I  woot  ther  is  a 

thing, 
Y-wis,  that  thing  mot  nedefully  be  so  ; 
Eek    right    so,    whan   I    woot  a    thing 

coming,  1075 

So  mot  it  come  ;  and  thus  the  bifalling 
Of  tliingos  that  ben  wist  bifore  the  tyde. 
They  mowo  not  been  eschewed  on  no 

sydo.' 

155.  Than  scyde  ho  thus,  *  almighty  Jove 
in  tn»no, 

That  wost  of  al  this  thing  the  soothfast- 
nesso,  ii)8<) 

Ilewe  on  my  sorwe,  or  do  mo  deyo  sone, 

Ot  bring  Crisoydo  and  me  fro  this  dis- 
tressc.' 

And  whyl  ho  was  in  al  this  hevinesse, 


Disputinge  with  hizn-flelf  in  this  matere, 
Com.  Pandare  in,  and  seyde  as  ye  may 
here.  1085 

156.  *  O  mighty  god,'  quod  Pandoms,  *  in. 
trone, 

Ey !  who  seigh  ever  a  wys  man  faren  so  ? 
Why,  Troiltis,  what  thenkestow  to  done  ? 
Hastow  swich  lust  to  been  thjTi  owene  fo  ? 
What,  parde,  yet  is  not  Criseydo  a-go !  logii 
Wliy  lust  thee  so  thy-self  for-doon  for 

drede. 
That  in  thyn  heed  thyn  eyen  semen  dede  ? 

157.  Hastow  not  lived  many  a  yeer  bi- 
forn 

With-outen  hir,  and  ferd  ful  wel  at  ese? 
Artow  for  hir  and  for  non  other  bom  ? 
Hath  kind  thee  wroughte  al-only  hir  to 

plese  ?  1096 

Lat  be,  and  thenk  right  thus  in  thy  disese : 
That,  in  the  dees  right  as  ther  fallen 

chaunoes. 
Right  BO  in  love,  ther  come  and  goon 

plesaunces. 

158.  And  yet  this  is  a  wonder  most  of  olio, 
Why  thou  thus  sorwost,  sin  thou  nost 

notyit,  nut 

Touching  hir  goinge,  how  that  it  shal 

falle, 
Ne  if  she  can  hir-self  distorben  it. 
Thou  hast  not  yet  assayed  al  hir  M'it. 
A  man  may  al  by  tyme  his  nekke  bede  1 105 
Whan  it  shal  of,  and  sorwen  at  the  nede. 

159.  For-thy  take  hede  of  that  that  I  shal 
seye ; 

I  have  with  hir  y-spoko  and  longe  y-be, 
So  as  ac<K>rdod  was  bitwixe  us  tweyo. 
And  evor-mo  me  thinkcth  thus,  that  she 
Hath  som-what  in  hir  hcrtcs  provetee, 
Wher-with  she  can,  if  I  shal  right  arede, 
Distorbe  al  this,  of  which  thou  art  in 
drede.  1113 

160.  For  which  my  counseil  is,  whan  it  is 
night. 

Thou  to  hir  go,  and  make  of  this  an 

onde; 
And    blisful    Juno,    thourgh    hir   greto 

mighte,  11 16 
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Shal,  as  I  hope,  hir  grace  tin-to  at  lende. 
Hyn  herte  seyth,  "  oerteyn,  she  shal  not 

wendo ;" 
And  for-thy  i>ut  thyn  herto  a  whylo  in 

reste ;  1119 

And  hold  this  pnrpos,  for  it  is  the  beste.' 

101.  This  Troilus  answerdo,  and  sighte 
sore, 

*  Thou  seyst  right  wol,  and  I  wil  do  right 

so;* 
And  vrhat  him  liste,  he  scyde  un-to  it 

more. 
And  whan  that  it  -was  tymo  for  to  go, 
Fol  prevcly  him-self,  vdth-outen  mo,  11 25 
Un-to  hir  com,  as  he  was  wont  to  done  ; 
And  how  they  wronghte,  I  shal  yovr  telle 

sone. 

102.  Soth  is,  that  whan  they  gonno  first 
to  mete,  1128 

So  gan  the  peyne  hir  hertes  for  to  twiste, 
That  neither  of  hem  other  mighto  grote, 
Bat  hem  in  armes  toke  and  atter  kiste. 
The  lasse  wofolle  of  hem  botlie  niste 
Wher  that  he  was,  ne  mighte  o  word 

oat-bringe. 
As  I  seyde  erst,  for  wo  and  for  sobbinge. 

168.    Tho  wofhl  teres   that    they  leten 

falle  1135 

As  bittre  weren,  oat  of  teres  kindo. 
For  peyne,  as  is  ligne-alote  or  gallo. 
So  bittre  teres  weep  nought,  as  I  finde. 
The  wofUl  Myrra  through  the  bark  and 

rinde. 
That  in  this  world  ther  nis  so  hard  an 

herte,  1140 

That  nolde  han   rewe<l  on  hir   peynes 

smerte. 

164.    But  whan  hir  woful  wory  gostes 

tweyne 
Betomed  been  ther-as  hem  oughte  dwelle. 
And  that  som-what  to  wayken  gan  the 

peyne 
By  lengthe  of  pleynte,  and  ebben  gan  the 

wolle  1 145 

Of  hire  teres,  and  the  herto  unswelle, 
With  broken  voys,  al  hoors  for-shright, 

Criseyde 
To  Troilus  thise  ilke  wordes  aeyde : 


166.  *0  Jove,  I  deye,  and  mercy  I  bo- 

seche  ! 
Help,  Troilus ! '  and  ther-with-cd  hir  fooo 
Upon    his    brest    she    leyde,    and    losto 

speche ;  1151 

Hir  woftil  spirit  from  his  propre  placx), 
Bight  with  the  word,  alwoy  up  poynt  to 

pace. 
And  thus  she  l>'th  with  hewos  "palo  and 

grene. 
That  whylom  fresh  and  fairest  was  to 

sene.  1155 

166.  This  Troilus,  that  on  hir  gan  biholde, 
Clepinge  hir  name,  (and  she  lay  as  for 

deed, 
With-outo  answero,  and  felte  hir  limos 

colde, 
Hir  eyen  throwen  upward  to  hir  heed). 
This  sorwful  man  can  now  noon  other 

reed,  ii^x) 

But  otto  tymo  hir  colde  mouth  ho  kisto ; 
Wher  him  Mas  wo,  god  and  him-self  it 

wiste ! 

167.  He  rist  him  up,  and  long  streight  ho 
hir  leyde ; 

For  signe  of  lyf,  for  ought  he  can  or 
may. 

Can  he  noon  findo  in  no-thing  on  Cri- 
seyde, 1 165 

For  which  his  song  ful  ofto  is '  woylaway ! ' 

But  whan  he  stiugh  that  specholcs  shu 
lay, 

With  sorwful  voys,  and  herto  of  blisso  ol 
bare. 

He  seyde  how  she  was  fro  this  world 
y-fare ! 

168.  So  after  that  ho  longo  haddo  hir 
complejmed,  11 70 

His  hondes  wronge,  and  seyd  that  was  to 

■eye, 
And  with  his  teres  salto  hir  brest  bi- 

reyned, 
He  gan  tho  teres  wypen  of  ful  dreye, 
And  pitously  gan  for  the  soule  preyc, 
And  seyde,  *  O  lord,  that  set  art  in  thy 

trone,  1175 

Rewo  eek  on  me,  for  I  shal  folwo  hir 

Bono!' 
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169.  Sho  cold  was  'and  with-onten  sente- 
ment, 

For  anght  ho  woot,  for  breeth  no  felte  he 

noon  ; 
And  this  was  him  a  preignant  argnznent 
That  sho   was  forth  out  of  this  world 

agoon ;  1180 

And  whan  ho  scigh  ther  was  non  other 

woon, 
Ho  gon  hir  limes  dresse  in  swich  manere 
As  men  don  hem  that  shnl  be  leyd  on  here. 

170.  And  after  this,  with  steme  and  crael 
herte, 

His  swcrd  a-noon  ont  of  his  shethe  he 

twighte,  1185 

Him-self  to  sleon,  how  sore   that   him 

smcrto, 
So  that  his  sowle  hir  sowle  folwen  mighte, 
Ther-os  th  e  doom  of  Mynos  wolde  it  dighte ; 
Sin  lovo  and  cmel  Fortnno  it  ne  wolde, 
That  in  this  world  he  lenger  liven  sholde. 

171.  Tlianno  seyde  he   thus,   folfild  of 
heigh  desdayn,  1191 

*  O  cruel  Jove,  and  thou,  Fortune  adverse, 
This  al  and  som,   that  falsly  have    ye 

slayn 
Criseyde,  and  sin  ye  may  do  me  no  werse, 
Fy  on  your  might  and   werkes    so  di- 
verse !  1195 
Thus  cowardly  yo  shul  me  never  winne  ; 
Ther  shal  no  decth  me  fro  my  lady  twinne. 

172.  For  I  this  world,  sin  ye  han  slayn  hir 
thus, 

Wol  leto,  and  folowe  hir  spirit  loweor  hye; 
Shal  never  lover  seyn  that  Troilus       1200 
Dar  not,  for  fere,  with  his  lady  dye ; 
For  certeyn,  I  wol  bere  hir  comx)anye. 
But  sin  ye  wol  not  suffro  us  liven  here, 
Yet  suffreth  that  our  soulcs  ben  y-fere. 

173.  And  thou,  citce,  whiche  that  I  leve 
in  wo,  IJ05 

And  thou,  Pryam,  and  bretheren  al  y-fero, 
And  thou,  my  moder,  farewol !  for  I  go  ; 
And  AttroiK>s,  make  redy  thou  my  bere  ! 
And  thou,  Crisoyde,  o  swete  herte  dere, 
Receyve  now  my  spirit ! '  wolde  he  seye. 
With  swerd  at  herte,  al  redy  for  to  deye. 


174.  But  as  god  wolde,  of  swongh  ther- 
with  she  abreyde,  12 12 

And  gan  to  syke,  and '  Troilus '  she  cryde ; 
And  he  answerde,  *  lady  myn  Criseyde, 
Live  ye  yet?*  and  leet  his  swerd  donn 
gl.Tde.  1 2 15 

'  Ye,  herte  myn,  that  thanked  be  Cupyde  V 
Quod  she,  and  ther-vrith-al  she  sore  sighte ; 
And  he  bigan  to  glade  hir  as  he  mighte  ; 

175.  Took  hir  in  armes  two,  and  kiste  hir 
ofte, 

And  hir  to  glade  he  dide  al  his  entente ; 
For  which  hir  goost,  that   flikered  ay 
on-lofte,  12a  I 

In-to  hir  wofVd  herte  ayein  it  wente. 
But  at  the  laste,  as  that  hir  eyen  glente 
A-syde,  anoon  she  gan  his  swerd  aspye. 
As  it  lay  bare,  and  gan  for  fere  crye,  1225 

176.  And  asked  him,  why  he  it  hadde 
out-drawe  ? 

And  TroUus  anoon  the  cause  hir  tolde. 
And  how    himself  ther-with  he  wolde 

have  slawe. 
For  which  Criseyde  up-on  him  gan  bi- 

holde, 
And  gan  him  in  hir  armes  faste  folde,  1230 
And  seyde,  *0  mercy,  god,  lo,  which  a 

dede ! 
Alias !  how  neigh  we  were  bothe  dede  ! 

177.  Thanno  if  I  ne  hadde  siK>ken,  as 
grace  was. 

Ye  wolde  han  slayn  your-self  anoon?* 
quod  she. 

*  Yo,  douteless ;  *  and  she  answerde,  *  alias ! 
For,  by  that  like  lord  that  made  me,  1236 
I  nolde  a  forlong  wey  on-ljrve  han  be, 
After  your  deeth,  to  han  be  crowned  qiiene 
Of  al  the  lond  the  sonne  on  shyneth  shene. 

178.  But  with  this  selve  swerd,  which 
that  here  is,  1240 

My-selve  I  wolde  have  slayn !  * — qaod  she 
tho ; 

•  But  ho,  for  we  han  right  y-now  of  this. 
And  late  us  ryse  and  streight  to  bedde  go, 
And  there  lat  vs  spoken  of  our  wo. 

For,  by  the  morter  which   that  I  see 

brenne,  1245 

Knowe  I  ful  wel  that  day  is  not  fer  henne.' 
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179.  Whan  they  were  in  hir  hedde,  an 

ormce  folde, 
Nought  was  it  lyk  the  nigh  tea  hore-bifom ; 
For  pitonsly  ech  other  gan  biholde^  1J49 
Ab  thoy  that  hadden  al  hir  blisso  y-lom, 
Biwaylingo  ay  the  day  that  thoy  were  bom. 
Til  at  the  last  this  sorwfnl  wight  Criseydo 
To  Troilos  those  ilke  wordes  seyde : — 

ISO.  '  Lo,  horto  myn,  wol  wot  ye   this/ 
quoil  she,  1254 

*  That  if  a  wight  alwcy  his  wo  compleyne, 
And  sekoth  nought  how  holpen  for  to  be. 
It  nis  but  folye  and  encroes  of  peyne  ; 
And  sin  that  here  assembled  be  we  twcyno 
To  finde  bote  of  wo  that  we  ben  inne, 
It  were  al  tyme  sone  to  biginne.  1260 

181.  I  am  a  womman,  as  ful  wel  yo  woot, 

And  as  I  am  avj'sod  sodeynly, 

So  wol  I  telle  yow,  whyl  it  is  hoot. 

Mo  thinketh  thus,  that  neither  yo  nor  I 

Oaghto  half  this  wo  to  make  skilfully.  1265 

For  there  is  art  y-now  for  to  rod  rosso 

That  yot  is  mis,  and  sloon  this  hevincsse. 

1H2.  Sooth  is,  the  wo,  the  whiclie  that  wo 

bon  inno, 
For  ought  I  woot,  for  no-tliing  olles  is 
But  for  tho  cunso  that  wo  sholden  twinne. 
(Considered  al,  thor  nis  no-more  amis.  1271 
But  what  is  tlianno  a  romede  un-to  this. 
But  that  we  shape  us  s<me  for  to  mete  ? 
Tliis  al  and  som,  my  dero  horto  sweto. 

1>NJ.    Now   that    I   slial   wol    bringen   it 
aboiito  1275 

To  come  ayein,  sone  after  that  I  go, 
Ther-of  am  I  no  manor  thing  in  doute. 
For  dredclcs,  witli-inne  a  wouko  or  two, 
I  shal  ben  hero ;  and,  that  it  may  be  so 
By  alio  right,  and  in  a  wordes  fewe,    1280 
I  shal  yow  w(»I  un  lioep  of  weyes  showe. 

iHl.    For  which    I   wol  net   make  long 

sennoun, 
For  t  j-me  y-h>st  may  not  rocoveretl  bo  ; 
But  I  wol  gon  io  my  conclusionn,        1284 
And  to  tho  beste,  in  ought  that  I  can  seo. 
And,  for  tho  love  of  god,  for-yeve  it  me 
If  I  spoke  ought  ayein  your  hert^  reste  ; 
For  trewely,  I  spoke  it  for  the  beBte ; 


185.  Makinge  alwey  a.protestacioun. 
That  now  these  wordes,  whiche  that  I  shal 

seye,  ijc,i> 

Nis  but  to  shewo  yow  my  mocioun. 
To  finde  un-to  our  helpe  tho  b^te  weye  ; 
And  taketh  it  non  other  wyse,  I  preye. 
For  in  effect  what-so  ye  me  comaunde, 
That  wol  I  doon,  for  that  is  no  demaundo. 

186.  Now  horkcneth  this,  ye  han  wel 
understondo,  1296 

My  going  grauntod  is  by  parlement 
So  ferforth,  that  it  may  not  be  with-stondo 
For  al  this  world,  as  by  my  jugemont. 
And  sin  therhelpoth  noon  avysemont  ijou 
To  letten  it,  lat  it  passe  out  of  minde  ; 
•And  lat  us  shape  a  bettre  wey  to  finde. 

187.  The  sothe  is,  that  the  twinningc  of 
us  tweyne 

Wol  us  discso  and  cruellicho  anoye. 
But  him  bihoveth  som-tj-mo  han  a  pej*no, 
That  serveth  love,  if  that  he  wol  hav«) 
joyo.  i3o(> 

And  sin  I  shal  no  ferthere  out  of  Troye 
Than  I  may  ryde  ayoin  on  half  a  morwa 
It  oughto  lasse  causen  us  to  sorwo  .* 

188.  So  as  I  shal  not  so  ben  hid  in  xnuwe, 
That  day  by  day,  myn  owene  horto  dt»re, 
Sin  wel  ye  woot  that  it  is  now  a  tniwe. 
Ye  shul  ful  wel  al  mj-n  estat  y-here.    13 13 
And  or  that  tmwe  is  doon,  I  shal  ben  here, 
And  thanne  have  ye  bothe  Antonor  y- 

wonne 
And  me  also ;  both  glad  now,  if  yo  conne ; 

180.  And  thcnk  right  thus,  "  Criseydo  is 

now  agoon,  1317 

But  what !  she  shal  come  hastely  ayoyn ; " 

And  whanne,  alias?    by   god,   lo,    right 

anoon, 
Er  dayes  ten,  this  dar  I  saufly  soyn.    x^.m) 
And  thanne  at  orsto  shul  wo  boon  so  fayn, 
So  as  we  shuUo  to-gedores  ever  dwcllo, 
That  al  this  world  no  niighto  our  blisse 
telle. 

190.  I  see  that  ofto,  ther-as  wo  l>on  now. 
That  for  tho  beste,  our  consoil  for  to  hydo, 
Yo  speke  not  with  mo,  nor  I  with  yow  1326 
In  fonrtenight ;  ne  see  yow  go  no  rj*do. 
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May  ye  not  ten  dayes  thanno  abyde, 
For  myn  honour,  in  swich  an  aventure  ? 
Y-wiB,  ye  mowen  elles  lyto  cndnre  !     1330 

191.  Ye  knowo  00k  how  that  al  my  kin  is 
here, 

Bnt-it"  that  onlicho  it  my  fader  l)o  ; 
And  eek  mj-n  othoro  thingcs  alio  y^fcre, 
And  nameliche,  my  dero  herte,  yo, 
Whom  that  I  noldo  levon  for  to  8eo     13,15 
For  al  this  world,  as  wyd  as  it  hath  space ; 
Or  cUcs,  see  ich  never  Joves  face  ! 

192.  Wliy  trowe  yo  my  fa<lcr  in  this  wyse 
f'oveiteth  so  to  soo  mo,  Imt  for  drcde  1339 
Ijeitt  in  this  toun  that  folkos  me  dispyso 
By-canse  of  him,  for  his  unhappy  dede? 
What  woot  my  fmler  what  lyf  that  I  lede? 
For  if  ho  wisto  in  Troyo  how  wel  I  fare, 
T's  noded  for  my  wending  nought  to  care. 

193.  Yo  seen  that  every  cUiy  00k,  more 
ami  more,  1345 

Men  treto  of  pees  ;  and  it  snpposed  is, 
That  men  the  queue  Eleyne  shal  restore, 
And  Grokes  us  ro.itoro  that  is  mis. 
So  though  ther  ncre  comfort  noon  but 
this,  1349 

That  men  purposen  pees  on  every  syde. 
Ye  may  the  l»ettre  at  ese  <»f  herte  ahyde. 

194.  For  if  that  it  be  jwes,  myn  herto 
dere, 

The  nature  of  the  i>ees  mot  ne<le8  drjrve 
That  men  moste  entrecomunen  y-ferc, 
And  to  and  fro  uok  rydo  and  gon  as  blyve 
Ahlay  as  thikke  as  been  flen  from  an 
li^-ve ;  1356 

And  c»very  wight  ban  lilxjrteo  to  blevo 
VVher-us  him  list  the  bet,  with-outen  leve. 

195.  And  though  so  b(»  that  pecs  ther  may 
Ik)  n^xm, 

Yet   hider,   though   tlior   never  XH>e8  no  ' 
were,  1360  ' 

I  moste  come  ;   for  whi<lor  sholde  I  goon, 
Or  how  mischaunce  sholde  I  dwelle  there 
Among  tho  men  of  armes  ever  in  fere  ? 
For  which,  as  wisly  go<l  my  soule  rede, 
I  can  not  seen  wher-<jf  ye  sholden  drede. 

196.  Have  here  another  wey,  if  it  so  be 
That  al  this  thing  no  may  yow  not  suffyse. 


My  fader,  as  ye  knowon  wel,  pardeo, 

Is  old,  and  elde  is  ful  of  coveitysc. 

And  I  right  now  have  foonden  al  tho 

With-outo  net,   wher-with    I    shal  him 

hente ; 
And   herkeneth   how,    if  that   yo   w«ilc 

assento. 

197.  Lo,  Troilus,  men  seyn  that  hard  it  is 
The  wolf  ful,  and  the  wether  hool  to  have ; 
This  is  to  seyn,  that  men  ful  ofte,  y-wis, 
Mot  spenden  part,  the  remenaont  for  to 

save.  1376 

For  ay  with   gold  men   may  the  herto 

grave 
Of  him  that  set  is  up-on  coveityso  ; 
And  how  I  mene,  I  shal  it  yow  devyse. 

198.  The  moeblo  which  that  I  have  in 
this  toun  1380 

Un-to  my  fader  shal  I  take,  and  seye. 
That  right  for  trust  and  for  savaciouii 
It  sent  is  from  a  freend  of  his  or  twcyo, 
The  whiche  freendes  ferventlicho  him 

preye 
To  senden  after  more,  and  that  in  bye, 
Whyl  tliat  this  toun  stant  thus  in  jn- 

partye.  i3«f» 

199.  And    that    shal    been    an    huge 
quantitee, 

Thus  shal  I  seyn,  but,  lest  it  folk  aspydo, 
This  may  be  sent  by  no  wight  but  by  mo ; 
I  shal  eek  shewen  him,  if  i>ees  bityde,  1390 
What  frendes  that  ich  liave  on  every  sydo 
Toward  the  court,  to  doon  the  wratho 

pace 
Of  Priamus,   and    doon   him   stomlo  in 

grace. 

200.  So,  what  for  o  thing  and  for  other, 
swete, 

I  shal  him  so  enchannten  with  my  sawes, 
That  right  in  heveno  his  sowle  is,  shal  he 

mete !  ^3^/'* 

For  al  AppoUo,  or  his  clerkes  lawes, 
Or    calculinge    avayleth    nought    three 

hawes  ; 
Desyr  of  gold  shal  so  his  sowle  blende. 
That,  as  me  lyst,  I  shal  wel  make  an 

endc.  i4ui> 
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201.  And  if  ho  wolde  ought  hy  his  sort  it 
prove 

If  that  I  lye,  in  oertayn  I  shal  fonde 
IMstorbcn  him,  and  plnkke  him  by  the 

sieve, 
Hakinge  his  sort,  and  boren    him    on 

honde. 
He  hath  not  wel  the  goddes  nnderstonde. 
Eor  goddes  speken  in  amphibologyes,  1406 
And,  for  a  sooth,  they  tellon  twenty  lyes. 

202.  Eek  drodo  fond  first  goddes,  I  sai>- 
pose, 

Thus  shal  I  seyn,  and  that  his  coward 

herte 
Made  him  amis  the  goddes  text  to  glose, 
Whan  he  for  ferde  out  of  his  Delphos 

sterte.  1411 

And  but  I  make  him  sone  to  converte. 
And  doon  my  reed  with-inne  a  day  or 

twej'e, 
I  wol  to  yow  oblige  me  to  deye.' 

208.  And  treweliche,  as  writen  wel  I  flnde, 
That  al  this  thing  was  seyd  of  good  en- 
tente ;  1416 
And  that  hir  herte  trewe  was  and  kinde 
Towardes  him,  and  si>ak  right  as  she 

mente. 
And  that  she  starf  for  wo  neigh,  whan 

she  wento. 
And  was  in  parpos  ever  to  be  trewe  ;  1420 
Thus  writen  they  that    of  hir  werkes 
knewe. 

204.  This  Troilos,  with  herte  and  eres 

spradde, 
Herde  al  this  thing  devysen  to  and  fro ; 
And  verraylich  him  semed  that  he  hadde 
The  solve  wit ;  but  yet  to  leto  hir  go  142$ 
His  herte  misfoiyaf  him  evcr-mo. 
Bat  fynally,  he  gan  his  herte  wreste 
To  tnisten  hir,  and  took  it  for  the  beste. 

206.  For  which  the  grete  forie  of  his 

penaunce 
Was  queynt  with  hope,   and  therewith 

hem  bit  wen  o  1430 

Bigan  for  joye  the  amoronse  dannce. 
And  as  the  briddes,  whan  the  sonne  is 

sheno, 
Delyten  in  hir  song  in  leves  grene, 


Bight  so  the  wordes    that    they  spake 

y-fere 
Delyted  hem,  and  made  hir  hertes  clere. 

206.  Bat  natheles,  the  wending  of  Cri- 
seyde,  i43<'» 

For  al  this  world,  may  nought  oat  of  his 

minde ; 
For  which  ftil  ofte  he  pitously  hir  proyde, 
That  of  hir  heste  he  might  hir  trewe 

finde.  1439 

And  seyde  hir,  *  certes,  if  ye  be  nnkindo, 
And  but  ye  come  at  day  sot  in-to  Troye, 
Ne  shal  I  never  have  hele,  honour,  ne 

joye. 

207.  For  al-so  sooth  as  sonne  up-rist  on 
morwo, 

And,    god !     so    wisly  thou    me,    woful 
wrecche,  1444 

To  roste  bringe  out  of  this  cruel  sorwe, 
I  wol  my-selven  slee  if  that  ye  dreoche. 
But  of  my  deeth  though  litel  be  to  reecho, 
Yet,  er  that  ye  me  cause  so  to  smerto, 
Dwel  rather  here,  myn  owene  swete  herte ! 

208.  For  trewely,  myn  owone  lady  dore, 
Tho  sleightes  yet  that  I  have  herd  yow 

store  1 45 1 

Ful  shaply  been  to  failen  alle  y-ferc. 
For  thus  men  sejm,  ''  that  oon  thenkoth 

the  here, 
But  al  another  thenketh  his  ledere.'* 
Your  sire  is  W3r8,  and  seyd  is,  out  of  drede, 
**  Hen  may  the  wyse  at-renne,  and  not  at- 

rede."  1456 

209.  It  is  fVil  hard  to  halten  unespyed 
Bifore  a  crepul,  for  he  can  the  craft ; 
Your  fader  is  in  sleighte  as  Argus  yM ; 
For  al  be  that  his  moeble  is  him  birafb, 
His  olde  sleighte  is  yet  so  with  him  luit, 
Ye  shal  not  blende  him  for  your  woman- 

hede,  1462 

Ne  feyne  a-right,  and  that  is  al  my  drede. 

210.  I  noot  if  pees  shal  ever-mo  bitydc  ; 
But,  pees  or  no,  for  emest  ne  for  game, 
I  woot,  sin  Calkas  on  the  Grekes  syde 
Hath  ones  been,  and  lost  so  foule  his 

name,  1467 
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He  dar  no  more  come  hero  ayoin  for 

shamo; 
For  which  that  woye,  for  onght  I  can 

ospye, 
To  trusten  on,  nis  hut  a  fanta^3re.        1470 

211.  Yo  shnl  oek  seen,  3'oar  fader  shal 
yow  gh)So 

To  been  a  ^'yi\  and  as  lie  can  wel  precho, 
He  shal  som  Greek  so  proyse  and  wel 

alose. 
That  ravisshen  ho   shal  yow  with    his 

speche,  1474 

Or  do  yow  doon  by  force  as  he  shal  teche. 
And  Troilas,  of  whom  yo  nil  han  ronthc, 
Shal  caosclos  so  stervon  in  his  troathe  ! 

212.  And  over  ul  this,  your  fader  shal 
despyso 

Us  alle,  and  scjii  this  citoe  nis  bat  lorn  ; 
And  that  tli'assege  never  shal  aryse,  1480  ; 
For-why  the  Grekos  han  it  alle  sworn 
Til  we  bo  slayn,  and  doun  our  walles  torn. 
And  thus  he  shal  yuu  with  his  wordes 

fore. 
That  ay  dreile  I,  that  ye  wol  bleve  there. 

213.  Ye  shul  eek  seen  so  many  a  lusty 
knight  1485 

A-mong  the  Grckes,  ful  of  worthinewe, 
And  eche  of  hem  with  herto,  wit,  and 

might 
To  plesen  yow  don  al  his  besinesse, 
Tliat  yo  shul  dullen  of  the  rudcnesse 
Of  us  sely  Trojanes,  but-if  routhe        1490 
Remordo  yow,  or  vertue  of  your  troutho. 

214.  And  this  to   mo  so   gruvons  is  to 
thinke, 

That  fro  my  brest  it  wol  my  soule  rende ; 
No  drcdcles,  in  me  thor  may  not  sinke 
A  good  opinioun,  if  that  ye  wcnde  ;    1495 
For-why  your  fadercs    sleiglite  wol    us 

shendc. 
And  if  yc  goon,  as  I  Imvo  told  yow  yore. 
So  thcnk  I  nam  but  deed,  with-outo  more,  j 

215.  For  which,  with  humbli\  trewe,  and  , 
pitous  herte,  i4(,9 

A  thousand  tymcs  mercy  I  yow  proyo  ; 
So  reweth  on  m^'n  aspro  peyncs  smortc, 


And  doth  somwbat,  as  that  I  ihal  3row 

■eye, 
And  lat  us  stels  awa>'  bitwixe  us  tweyo  ; 
And  thenk  that  folye  is,  whan  man  may 

chese,  1504 

For  accident  his  substaonco  ay  to  lesc 

216.  I  mene  this,  that  sin  we  mowo  cr 
day 

Wel  stele  away,  and  been  to-gider  so, 
^Vhat  wit  were  it  to  puttcn  in  assa^-, 
In  cas  yo  sliolden  to  your  fader  go. 
If  that  ye  mighto  come  aycin  or  no  ?  1510 
Thus  mene  I,  that  it  were  a  g^ret  folye 
To  putto  that  sikernesso  in  jupartyc. 

217.  And  vulgarly  to  spoken  of  substannce 
Of  tresour,  may  wo  lx)the  with  us  lode 
Y-nough  to  live  in  htmour  and  plcsauncc, 
Til  in-to  t^one  that  wo  shul  ben  dede  ; 
And    thus    wo    iimy   osehcwcn    al    this 

dredc. 
For  everich  other  woy  yo  can  record  0. 
Myn    herte,  y-wis,   may  not    ther-with 

acordc.  1519 

21s.  And  hardily,  no  drcdoth  no  po\'erte, 
For  I  have  kin  and  frecndes  ellcs-wherc 
That,  though  wo  comen  in  our  bare  sherte, 
Us  sholdo  neither  lakko  gold  no  gcre. 
But  been   honoured  whyl    we    dwelton 

there.  1514 

And  go  wo  anoon,  for,  as  in  myn  entente. 
This  is  the  besto,  if  that  ye  wole  asscnto.' 

219.  Criseyde,  with  a  syk,  right  in  tlm 
wj-so  15^7 

Answerde,  '  y-wis,  my  dero  herte  trewe. 
Wo  may  wel  stele  away,  as  ye  devyso, 
And  Ande  swiche  unthrifty  weyes  newo; 
But  afterward,  ful  sore  it  wol  us  reWQ. 
And  help  me  god  so  at  my  moste  nedo 
As  causeles  ye  suffren  al  this  drode ! 

220.  For  thilke  day  t  hat  I  for  oherisshinge 
Or  drode  of  iador,  or  of  other  wight,  1535 
Or  for  cstat,  delyt,  or  for  weddingo 

Bo  fals  to  yow,  my  Troilus,  toy  knight. 
Saturnes  doughtor,   Juno,   thorugh  hir 

might. 
As  wood  as  Athamanto  do  mo  dwelle 
Etcrnaly  in  Stix,  the  put  of  hollo  !      1540 
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221.  And  this  on  every  god  celestial 

I  swero  it  yow,  and  eek  on  oche  goddeoso, 
On  every  Nymplie  and  deite  infernal, 
On  Satiry  and  Fanny  more  and  loBse, 
That  halve  goddes  been  of  wildemrase  ; 
And  Attropos  my  throod  of  lyf  to-breste 
If  I  be  fal3  ;  now  trowe  mo  if  thow  loste  ! 

222.  And  thou,  Simoyg,  that  as  on  ajrwe 
clore  1548 

Thomgh  Troyo  rcnncst  ay  downward  to 

■  the  see, 
Ber'witnesse  of  this  word  that  seyd  is 
here,  1550 

That  thilke  day  that  ich  nntrewe  be 
To  Troilus,  myn,  oweno  horte  free, 
That  thon  retomo  bokwarde  to  thy  wello. 
And  I  with  body  and  sonle  sinke  in  helle ! 

228.  Bat  that  ye  spekc,  awoy  thns  for 

^  go  »555 

And  leten  alle  your  fVeendes,  god  for- 

bedo, 
For  any  womman,  that  ye  sholdcn  so, 
And  namely,  sin  Troye  hath  now  swich 

nede 
Of  help  ;  and  eek  of  o  thing  taketh  hode, 
If  this  were  wist,  my  lif  layo  in  bolaanco, 
And  your  honour ;  god  shilde  us  fro  mis- 

chaunco !  1561 

221.  And  if  BO  be  that  pees  her-afber  take, 
As  alday  happcth,  after  anger,  game. 
Why,  lord  !  the  sorwe  and  wo  ye  wolden 
make,  1564 

That  ye  ne  dorsto  come  ayein  for  shame  ! 
And  er  that  yo  juportcn  so  your  name, 
Both  nought  to  hasty  in  this  bote  fore  ; 
For  hasty  man  no  wantoth  never  core. 

225.  What  trowe  yo  the  peple  eek  al 

aboute  1561) 

Wolde  of  it  seyo  ?  It  is  ful  light  to  arcde. 
Tliey  wolden  seye,  and  swere  it,  out  of 

doute, 
That  lovo  ne  droof  yow  nought  to  doon 

this  dode. 
But  lust  voluptuous  and  coward  drede. 
Thus  wore  al  li>st,  y-wis,  myn  horte  dore. 
Your  honour,  which  that  now  shyneth  so 

clore.  1575 


226.  And  also  thenketh  on  myn  honestoo, 
That  floureth  yet,  how  foule  I  sholde  it 

shende. 
And  with  what  filthe  it  spotted  sholde  be, 
If  in  this  forme  I  sholde  with  yow  wendo. 
Ne  though   I  livedo  un-to  tho   worldcs 

ende,  1580 

My    name    sholdo    I    never    ayoinward 

winne ; 
Thus  were  I  lost,  and  that  were  routhe 

and  sinne. 

227.  And  for-thy  sloe  with  reson  al  this 
hete; 

Men  seyn,  "tho  suffraunt  overcomoth," 

pardee; 
Eek  *'  who-Bo  wol  han  loof,  he  lecf  mot 

lete ; "  15X5 

Thus  makcth  vertue  of  noccssitee 
By  pacience,  and  thenk  that  lord  is  ho 
Of  fortune  ay,  that  nought  wol  of  hir 

reecho ; 
And  sho  ne  daunteth  no  wight  but  h 

wrecche. 

228.  And  tmsteth  tliis,  that  certes,  horte 
swete,  1500 

Er  Phebus  suster,  Lucina  the  shone, 
The  Leoun  passe  out  of  this  Ariete, 
I  wol  ben  here,  with-outen  any  wono. 
I  mono,  as  helpo  me  Juno,  hovenes  qiieno, 
Tho  tenthe  day,   but-if  that  dceth   nw 
assay  le,  1595 

I  wol  yow  seen,  with-outen  any  fayle.* 

229.  *  And  now,  so  this  be  sooth,'  quo<l 
Troilus, 

'  I  shal  wol  suffre  un-to  the  tenthe  day, 
Sin  that  I  see  that  nede  it  moot  be  thus. 
But,  for  the  love  of  g^od,  if  it  be  may,  1600 
So  lat  us  stele  prively  away ; 
For  ever  in  oon,  as  for  to  live  in  reste, 
Myn  herte  sesrth  that  it  wol  been  the 
bosto.' 

230.  *0  mercy,  god,  what  lyf  is  this?' 
quod  sho ;  1604 

'  Alias,  ye  sloe  me  thus  for  verray  tone ! 
I  see  wol  now  that  yo  mistrusten  me ; 
For  by  your  wordes  it  is  wol  y-sene. 
Now,  for  the  love  of  Cynthia  the  shone. 
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MistroBt  me  not  thus  causeles,  for  ronthe ;  I  Of  othere  do  me  fro  your  remembraimce. 


Sin  to  be  trewe  I  have  yow  plifi^ht  my 
tronthe.  1610 

231.  And  thenkoth  wel,  that  som  tyme  it 
IB  wit 

To  spende  a  tyme,  a  tyme  for  to  winne ; 
Ne,  pardee,  lorn  am  I  nought  fino  j'ow  yit, 
Though    that    we    been    a    day  or  two 

a-twinne. 
Dryfoutthofantasyesyowwith-inne;  1615 
And  truflteth  me,  and  loveth  eek  3rour 

Borwe, 
Or  hero  my  trouthe,  I  wol  not  live  til 

morwe. 

232.  For  if  ye  wiste  how  sore  it  doth  me 
smorte, 

Ye  woldo  cesso   of  this ;  for  god,    thou 

wost. 
The  pure  spirit  wepeth  in  mjrnherte,  1620 
To  see  yow  wepen  that  I  love  most. 
And  that  I  moot  gon  to  the  Grekes  ost. 
Ye,  nere  it  that  I  wiste  remcdye 
To  come  ayein,  right  here  I  wolde  dye  I 

233.  But  certes,  I  am  not  so  nyce  a  wight  j 
That  I  ne  can  imaginen  a  way  1616 
To  come  ayein  that  day  that  I  have  bight. 
For  who  may  holde  thing  that  wol  a-way  ? 
My  fader  nought,  for  al  his  queynte  pley. 
And  by  my  thrift,  my  wending  out  of 

Troye  1630 

Another  day  shal  tome  us  alle  to  joye. 

234.  For-thy,  with  al  myn  herte  I  yow 
beseke. 

If  that  yow  list  don  ought  for  my  preyere, 
And  for  the  love  which  that  I  love  yow 

oke, 
Tliat  or  that  I  doparto  fro  yow  here,    1635 
That  of  so  good  a  comfort  and  a  chore 
I  may  you  seen,  that  ye  may  bringe  at 

roste 
Myn  herto,   which   that  is  at  point  to 

brcste. 

235.  And  over  al  this,  I  pray  yow,*  quod 
she  tho,  1630 

'  Myn  owene  hertes  soothfast  suffisaunoe. 
Sin  I  am  thyn  al  hool,  with-outen  mo, 
That  whyl  that  I  am  absent,  no  plewinnce 

L 


For  I  am  ever  a-gast,  for-why  men  rede. 
That  "love  is  thing  ay  fVil  of  bisy  drede." 

236.  For  in  this  world  ther  liveth  lady 
noon,  1646 

If  that  ye  were  untrowe,  as  god  defende ! 
That  so  bitraysed  were  or  wo  bigoon 
As  I,  that  alle  trouthe  in  yow  entende. 
And  douteles,  if  that  ioh  other  wende, 
I  nere  but  deed  ;  and  or  yo  cause  finde, 
For  goddes  love,  so  beth   me  not    un- 
kinde.' 

237.  To  this  answerde  Troilus  and  8e3rde, 
*Now  god,  to  whom  ther  nis  no  cause 

y-wryo,  1654 

Mo  glade,  as  wis  I  never  un-to  Criseyde, 
Sin  thilke  day  I  saw  hir  first  with  yP, 
Was  fals,  no  never  shal  til  that  I  dye. 
At  shorte  wordes,  wcl  ye  may  me  love  ; 
I  can  no  more,  it  shal  be  founde  at  prove.* 

238.  *  Graunt  mercy,  goode  myn,  y-wis,* 
quod  she,  1660 

*  And  blisful  Venus  lat  me  never  sterve 
£r  I  may  stondo  of  plesaunco  in  degree 
To  quyte  him  wel,  that  so  wel  can  deserve; 
And  whyl  that  god  my  wit  wol  me  con- 
serve, 
I  shal  so  doon,  so   trewe   I  have  yow 
founde,  166$ 

That  ay  honour  to  me-ward  shal  rebounds. 

289.  For  trustcth  wel,  that  your  estat 

rojTil 
Ne  vejTi  delyt,  nor  only  worthinosso 
Of  yow  in  werrc,  or  tomcy  marcial,  1669 
Ne  pompe,  array,  nobley,  or  eek  richesse, 
Ne  made  me  to  rewe  on  your  distresae ; 
But  moral  vertue,  grounded  upon  trouthe. 
That  was  the  cause  I  first  hadde  on  yow 

routhe ! 

240.  Eek  gen  til  herte  and  manhod  that  ye 

hadde. 
And  that  yo  hadde,  as  mo  thoughto,  in 

despyt  1675 

Every  thing  that  souned  in-to  hadde, 
As  rudenesse  and  poeplish  appetyt ; 
And  that  your  reson  brydled  your  del^'t, 
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This  made,  aboven  every  creature, 
That  I  was  yonr,  and  shal,  whyl  I  may 
dure.  1680 

241.  And  this  may  lengthe  of  ycres  not 

for-do, 
Xe  remuable  fortune  deface ; 
But  Juppiter,  that  of  his  might  may  do 
The  Borwful  to  bo  glad,  so  yevo  us  grace, 
Er  nightos  ten,  to  meten  in  this  place, 
So  that  it  may  your  herte  and  myn  suf- 

fyse;  1686 

And  fareth  now  wel,  for  tyme  is  that  ye 

ryso.' 

2A2.  And  after  that  they  longe  y-pleyned 

haddo, 
And  ofte  y-kist  and  streito  in  armes  folde, 
The    day   gan    ryse,    and    Troilus   him 

cladde,  1690 


And  rewfullicho  his  lady  gan  biholde, 
As  he  that  felte  dethes  cares  colde. 
And  to  hir  grace  he  gnn  him  recomaundo ; 
Wher  him  was  wo,  this  holdo  I  no  de- 
maundc.  1694 

243.  For  mannes  hoed  imaginen  ne  can, 
Ne    ontendcment    considerc,    ne    tonge 

telle 
The  cruel  poynes  of  this  sorwful  man, 
That    passen    every    torment    doun    in 

helle.  1698 

For  whan  he  saugh  that  she  ne  mighte 

dwcllo. 
Which  that  his  soulo  out  of  his  hertc 

rente, 
With-outen  more,  out  of  the  chaumbre 

he  wente.  ijxji 

Explicit  Liber  Quartos. 
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Incipit  Liber  Quintns. 

1.  Aprochcn  gan  the  fatal  destinoe 
That  Joves  hath  in  disposicioun. 

And  to  yow,  angary  Parcas,  snstren  three, 
Committeth,  to  don  oxccucioun  ; 
For  which  Crisoydo  mosto  out    of  the 
toun,  5 

And  Troilus  shal  dwelle  forth  in  pyno 
Til  Lachesis  his  threcd  no  lengcr  twync. — 

2.  The  golden-tressed  PliebviS  heighe  on- 

lofte 
Thr>'es  hadde  alle  with  his  hemes  shono 
The  snowGS  molte,  and  Zoi>hiru8  as  ofte  10 
Y-brought  aycin  the  tondro  leves  grene, 
Sin  that  the  sone  of  Ecuba  the  queue 
Bigan  to  lovo  hir  first,  for  whom  his  sorwo 
Was  111,  that  slio  doparto  sholdo  a-morwo. 

n.  Ful  redy  was  at  prj'nio  Dyomedc,       15 
Criseydo  un-to  the  Orekes  ost  to  Icde, 
For  sorwe  of  which  she   folto  hir  hcrto 

bledo, 
Ab  she  that  nisto  what  was  best  to  rede. 
And  trowcly,  as  men  in  bokes  rede. 


Men  wiste  never  womnutn  ban  the  care,  n^ 
Ne  was  so  looth  out  of  a  toun  to  fare. 

4.  This  Troilus,  with-outen  rood  or  lore, 
As  man  that  hath  his  joyes  ook  forlore, 
Was  waytinge  on  his  lady  ever-more 
As  she  that  was  the  soothfast  crop  and 

more  25 

Of  al  his  lust,  or  joyes  here-toforc. 
But  Troilus,  now  farewol  al  thy  joyo, 
For    shaltow    never    seen    hir    oft    in 

Troye! 

0.  Soth  is,   that  whyl  ho  bood   in   this 

manero, 
Ke  gan  his  wo  ful  manly  for  to  liyde,     50 
That  wel  nnnethe   it  aeon   was  in    his 

chcre  ; 
But  at  the  yato  ther  she   sholdo  onto 
rj'do 
j  With  certeyn  folk,  he  hovod  liir  t'abydo, 
I  So  wo  bigoon,  al  woldo  he  nought  him 
I  pleyne, 

'  That  on  his  hors  unnetho  ho  sat    for 
'  peyne.  35 
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0.  For  ire  ho  qnook,  so  gan  his  herte 

^awe, 
Whan  Diomedc  on  horso  f^axi  him  drosse, 
And  Bcyde  nn-to  him-eself  this  ilke  sawo, 
*  Alias,'  qiiod  he,  '  thus  foul  a  wrecohod- 

nOSJM! 

Why  suflFre   icli    it,   why  nil   ich   it  re- 
(Irosse  ?  40 

Were  it  not  Ijet  at  ones  for  to  dyo 
Than  ever-more  in  ]ang;our  thus  to  drye  ? 

7.  Wliy   nil  I  make  at  ones  riche  and 

pore 
To  have  y-nough  to  done,  er  that  she  go? 
Wliy  nil  I  bringe  al  Troye  ujwn  a  rore?  45 
Wliy  nil  I  slc^n  this  Diomede  also  ? 
Why  nil  I  rather  with  a  man  or  two 
Stele  hir  a-wny  ?    Why  wol  I  this  endure  ? 
Why  nil  I  holpen  to  myn  owene  cure  ?  * 

8.  But  why  he  nolde  doon  so  fel  a  dede, 
That  shal  I  seyn,  and  why  him  liste  it 

spare :  51 

Ho  hadde  in  herte  alwoy  a  manor  drcde, 
Lest  that  Criseyde,  in  rumour  of  this  fare, 
Sholdo  han  ben  slayn  ;  lo,  this  was  al  his 

care. 
And  olios,  certeyn,  as  I  seydo  yoro,         55 
Jlo  haddo    it    doon,  with-outen  wordes 

more. 

f).  Criseydo,  whan  she  redy  was  to  rydo, 
Ful    sorwfullj'    sho    sightc,    and    soyde 

'alias!' 
But  forth  sho  moot,  for  ought  that  may 

bitydo, 
And  forth  she  rit  ful  sorwfully  a  i)as.    60 
Thor  nis  non  other  rcniodio  in  this  cas. 
Wbat  wonder  is   though   that  hir  sore 

smort^e, 
Whan  she  forgoth  hir  owcuo  swoto  herto  ? 

10.  This  Troilus,  in  wyse  of  curtcisye, 
With  hiuiko  on  hon<l,  and  with  an  huge 

route  65 

Of  knightes,  rood  and  dido  hir  companjro, 
Passingo  al  tho  valoy  for  with-oute. 
Antl  fcrthor    wolde    han    ridon,   out  of 

doute, 
Ful  fayn,  and  wo  was  him  to  goon  so 

sone; 
But  tome  he  mosto,  and  it  was  eek  to 


done. 


11.  And  right  with  that  was  Antonor 
y-como 

Out  of  the  Grekes  ost,  and  every  wight 
Was  of  it  glad,  and  soyde  he  was  wel- 
come. 
And  Troilus,  al  nero  his  herte  light, 
He  peyned  him  with  al  his  fnlle  might  y*; 
Hino.  to  with-holde  of  wepinge   at   the 

leste, 
And  Antenor  he  kiste,  and  made  feste. 

12.  And  ther-with-al  ho  moste  his  leve 
take. 

And  caste  his  eye  upon  hir  pitonsly, 
And  noer  he  rood,  his  cause  for  to  make, 
To  take  hir  by  tho  hondo  al  sobrely.       8x 
And  lord  !  so  she  gan  wepen  tendroly ! 
And  he  ful  softe  and  sleighly  gan  hir 

seyo, 
'  Now  hold  your  day,  and  dooth  me  not  to 

deye.' 

18.  With  that    his    courser   tomed    he 
a-bouto  85 

With  face  pale,  and  un-to  Diomede 
No  word  he  spak,  no  noon  of  al  his  route ; 
Of  which  tho  sone  of  T^'deus  took  hcde, 
As  he  that  coude  more  than  the  credo 
In  swich  a  craft,  and  by  the  reyne  hir 
hente ;  9i> 

And  Troilus  to  Troye  homwarde  he  wcnto. 

14.  This  Diomede,  that  ladde  hir  by  the 
brydel. 

Whan  that  he  saw  the  folk  of  Troye 

aweyo, 
Thoughte,  'al  my  labour  shal  not  been 

on  ydel. 
If  that  I  may,  for  somwhat  shal  I  seye.  95 
For  at  the  worsto  it  may  yet  shorte  our 

weyo. 
I  have  herd  seyd,  eek  tymes  twygs  twelve, 
"He   is   a  fool  that   wol  for-yete  him- 

selve." ' 

15.  But  nathclos  this  thoughte  he  wel 
>Tiough, 

'That  certaynly  I  am  abouto  nought     100 
If  that  I  spoke  of  love,  or  make  it  tough; 
For  doutelcs,  if  sho  have  in  hir  thought 
Him    that    I    gesso,    ho    may  not  been 
y-brought 
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So  sono  awey ;  bnt  I  shal  finde  a  xnene, 
That  sho  not  wito  as  yet  ahal  -what  I 
mono.'  105 

IG.  This  Diomede,  as  ho  that  coado  his 

good, 
Whan  this  was  doon,  gan  fallen  forth  in 

speche 
Of  this  and  that,   and   asked  why  sho 

stood 
In  swich  disese,  and  gan  hir  ook  biseohe. 
That  if  that  he  encrese  mighte  or  eohe  no 
With  any  thing  hir  ese,  that  she  sholde 
CJomaunde  it  him,  and  Boyde  he  doon  it 

woldo. 

1 7.  For  trewely  he  swoor  hir,  as  a  knight, 
That   ther   nas   thing   with  whiche   he 

mighto  hir  plese. 
That  he  nolde  doon  his  poyno  and  al  his 

might  1 15 

To  doon  it,  for  to  doon  hir  herte  an  cse. 
And  preyede  hir,   slie   wolde  hir  sorwo 

apese, 
And  seyde,  'y-wis,  wo  Orokes  con  havo 

joye 
To  hononren  yow,  as  wel  as  folk  of  Troyo.' 

18.  Ho  scydo    oek    thus,    '  I    woot,   yow 
thinkoth  strannge,  120 

No  wonder  is,  for  it  is  to  yow  newo, 
Th'aqueintannco    of    these    Trojanes   to 

chaungo. 
For  folk  of  Greco,  that  ye  never  knewe. 
Bat  wolde  never  god  bnt-if  as  trewe 
A  Qrook  ye  shulde  among  as  alle  finde  125 
As  any  Trojan  is,  and  oek  as  kinde. 

19.  And  by  the  caase  I  swoor  yow  right, 
lo,  now. 

To  boon  your  freend,  and  helply,  to  my 

might, 
And  for  that  more  aoqueintaunce  oek  of 

yow 
Havo  ich   had   than  another  straunger 

wiglit,  ijo 

So  fro  this  forth  I  pray  yow,  day  and 

night, 
Comaundeth  me,  how  sore  that  me  smerte. 
To  doon  al  that  may  lyke  un-to  your 

herte ; 


20.  And  that  ye  me  wolde  as  your  brother 
trete. 

And  taketh  not  my  frendship  in  dcspyt ; 
And  though  your  sorwcs  be  for  thingtrs 

grote,  136 

Noot  I  not  why,  but  out  of  more  rcspyt, 
Myn  herte  hath  for  to  amende  it  greet 

delyt. 
And  if  I  may  your  harmes  not  rcdresso, 
I  am  right  sory  for  your  hevin^so.       140 

21.  And    though    ye    Trojans    with    us 
Qrekes  wrothe 

Han  many  a  day  be,  alwey  yet,  pardeo, 

0  god  of  love  in  sooth  we  serven  bothe. 
And,  for  the  love  of  god,  my  lady  free, 
Whom  so  ye  hato,  as  both  not  wroth  with 

me.  145 

For  trewely,   ther    can    no  wight    y<>w 

serve, 
That  half  so  looth  your  wraththo  wolde 

deserve. 

22.  And  nere  it  that  we  boon  so  neigh  the 
tente 

Of  Calkas,   which    that    seen    us   l)othn 
may, 

1  wolde  of  this  yow  telle  ol  myn  entente ; 
But  this  enseled  til  another  day.  151 
Yevo  me  your  hond,  I  am,  and  shal  ben 

ay, 

Ood  help  me  so,  whyl  that  my  lyf  may 

dure, 
Your  owene  aboven  everj'  creature. 

28.  Thus  sejrde  I  never  er  now  to  womman 
horn ;  155 

For  god  myn  herte  as  wisly  glade  so, 
I  lovede  never  womman  liore-bifom 
As  paramours,  ne  never  shal  no  mo. 
And,  for  the  love  of  god,  both  not  my  fo  ; 
Al  oan  I  not  to  yow,  my  lady  dere,        i6u 
Compleyne  aright,  for  I  am  yet  to  lore. 

24.  And  wondreth  not,  myn  owenc  lady 

bright. 
Though  that  I  speke  of  love  to  you  thus 

blyvo; 
For  I  have  herd  or  this  of  many  a  wight. 
Hath  loved    thing  ho  never   saugh  his 

lyvo.  165 

Eek  I  am  not  of  power  for  to  stiyvo 
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Ayens  the  god  of  love,  but  him  obeye 
I  wol  alwey,  and  mercy  I  yow  preye. 

25.  Ther  been  so  worthy  knightos  in  thia 
plnce,  169 

And  ye  so  fair,  that  evorich  of  hem  alle 
Wol  peyiicn  him  to  stonden  in  your  grace. 
But  mighte  mo  so  fair  a  grace  falle, 
That  yo  me  for  your  servaunt  wolde  calle, 
So  lowly  ne  so  trcwely  you  servo 
Nil  noon  of  horn,  as  I  shal,  til  I  sterve.'  175 

26.  Criseido  un-to  that  purpos  lyto  an- 
swerdo. 

As  she  that  was  with  sorwe  oppressed  so 
That,  in  effect,  she  nought  his  tales  herde, 
But  here  and  there,  now  hero  a  word  or 

two. 
Hir  thrmghte  hir    sorwful    herte    brast 

a-two.  180 

For  whan  she  gan  hir  fader  fer  aspye, 
Wei  neigh  douu  of  hir  hors  she  gan  to 

sye. 

27.  But  natheles  she  thonked  Diomede 
Of  al  his  travaile,  and  his  goode  chere, 
And  that  him  liste  his  friendship  hir  to 

bedo ;  185 

And  she  accepteth  it  in  good  manere, 
And  wolde  do  fayn  that  is  him  leef  and 

dere ; 
And  trusten  him  she  wolde,  and  wel  she 

mighte, 
As  seyde  she,    and    from    hir   hors   she 

alighte. 

28.  Hir  fader  hath  hir  in  his  armes  nome, 
And  tweynty  tsone  ho  kiste  his  donghter 

sweto,  191 

And  seyde,  '  O  dere  doughter  myn,  wel- 
come !  * 
She  seyde  ook,  she  was  fajm  with  him  to 

mete. 
And  stood  forth  mewct,  milde,  and  man- 

snete. 
But  liero  I  love  hir  with  hir  fador  dwelle, 
And  forth  I  wol  of  TroUus  yow  telle.     196 

29.  To  Troyc  is  come  this  woful  Troilus, 
In  sorwe  aboven  alio  sorwes  smerte, 
With  felon  look,  and  face  dispitous. 


Tho   sodeinly    doun    from    his  hors  ho 

stertc,  sou 

And  thomgh  his  paleys,  with  a  swollen 

herte, 
To  chambre  he  wento  ;  of  no-thing  took 

he  hede, 
Xe  noon  to  him  dar  spoke  a  word  for 

drede. 

80.  And  there  his  sorwes  that  he  spared 
hadde 

He  yaf  an  issue  large,  and  *  deeth !  *  ho 
oryde ;  205 

And  in  his  throwes  frcnetyk  and  maddo 
He  cursed  Jove,  AppoUo,  and  eck  Cupyde, 
He  cursed  Ceres,  Bacus,  and  Cipryde, 
His  burthe,  him-self,  his  fate,  and  ook 

nature. 
And,  save  his  lady,  every  creatura        au> 

81.  To  bedde  lie  goth,  and  woyleth  there 
and  tometh 

In  furie,  as  dooth  he,  Ixion,  in  hello ; 
And  in  this  wyse  he  neigh  til  d^'  so* 

jometh. 
But  tho  bigan  his  herte  a  lyto  unswelle 
Thorugh  teres  which  that  gonnen  up  to 

wcllo ;  215 

And  pitously  he  cryde  up-on  Criseyde, 
And  to  him-sclf  right  thus  he  spak,  and 

seyde : — 

82.  '  Wher  is  inj-n  owcue  lady  lief  and 
dere, 

Wher   is   hir  whyto   brcst,   wher   is  it, 

where  ? 
Wher  been  hir  armes  and  hir  eyen  clere. 
That    yesternight    this    tymo    with    me 

were?  221 

Now  may  I  wepe  allono  many  a  tero, 
And  graspe  aboute   I  may,  but  in  this 

place. 
Save  a  pilowe,  I  fin<1e  nought  t*onbrace. 

88.  How  shal  I  do  ?    Whan  shal  she  com 
ayeyn  ?  235 

I  noot,  alias  !  why  leet  ich  hir  to  go  ? 
As  woldo  god,  ich  hadde  as  tho  be  sleyn ! 
O  herte  mj'n,  Criseyde,  O  sweto  fo  ! 
O  lady  myn,  that  I  love  and  no  mo  !     229 
To  whom  for  ever-mo  myn  herte  I  dowe  j 
Sco  how  I  deye,  ye  nil  me  not  rescowo  ! 
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84.  Who  soeth  yow  now,  my  righto  lode- 
Bterre? 

Who  sit  right  now   or    stant    in    your 

presence  ? 
Who  can    conforten    now   your    hertes 

werro? 
Now  I  am  gon,  whom  yevo  ye  audience  ? 
Who  speketh  for  me  right  now  in  myn 

ahsence  ?  a$6 

Alias,  no  wight ;  and  that  is  al  my  care  ; 
For  wel  wot  I,  as  yvol  as  I  ye  fare. 

85.  How  shuldo    I    thus    ten  doycs  fnl 
endure, 

Whan  I  the  firsto    night    have  al  this 

tene  ?  ^40 

How  slial  she  doon  eok,  sorwfnl  creature? 
For  tcndemcsse,  how  slial  she  this  sus- 

tene, 
Swich  wo  for  me?    O  pitous,  i>ale,  and 

g^cne 
Shal  hccn  your  fresshc  wommanliche  face 
For    langour,    er    ye    tome    un-to    this 

place.*  245 

86.  And  whan  ho  fil  in  any  slomeringos, 
Anoon  biginno  ho  sholde  for  to  grone, 
And  dremen  of  the  dredfullesto  thingos 
That  mighte  been ;    as,  mete    he    were 

allone 
In  place  horrible,  makinge  ay  his  monc, 
Or  meten  that  he  was  amonges  alle       251 
His  enemys,  and  in  hir  hondes  falle. 

87.  And    thor-with-al    his    body   sholde 
storto, 

And  with  the  stert  al  sodcinlicho  awake. 
And  swich  a  tremour  fele    aboute    his 

hortc,  355 

That  of  the  feor  his  body  sholde  quake  ; 
And    there-with-al    he    sholde    a   noyso 

make, 
And  seme  as  though  he  sholde  falle  dope 
From  heighe  a-lofbe  ;  and  than  he  wolde 

wepo, 

88.  And  rowen  on  him-solf  so  pitously,  260 
That  wonder  was  to  hero  his  fantasye. 
Another  tyme  he  sholde  mightily 
Conforte  him-self,  and  seyn  it  was  folyo. 
So  causeles  swich  drede  for  to  diye, 


And  oft  biginne  his  aspro  sorwes  nowe, 
That  every  man  mighte  'on  his  botwos 
rowc.  a^}(» 

89.  Wlio  coude  telle  aright  or  ful  dis- 

cryve 
His  wo,  his  pleynte,  his  langour,  and  his 

pjme? 
Nought  al  the  men  that  han  or  been  on- 

lyvo. 
Thou,    redere,    mayst    thj'-sclf    ful    wel 

devyne  271  > 

That  swich  a  wo  my  wit  can  not  defyne. 
On  ydel  for  to  wryte  it  sholde  I  swinke, 
Whan  that  my  wit  is  wery  it  to  thinko. 

40.  On  hevene  yet  the  stcrrcs  wore  seno, 
Al-though    ful    palo    y- waxen    was    tho 

mono ;  27s 

And  whyten  gan  tho  orisonte  shenc 
Al  estward,  as  it  woned  is  to  done. 
And  Phebus  with  his  rosy  carte  soiio 
Qan  after  that  to  dresso  him  up  to  fiirc, 
Whan  Troilus  hath  sent  after  Pandaro, 

41.  Tliis  Pandarc,  that  of  al    tho    day 
bifom  2S1 

No  mighte  have  comon  Troilus  to  see, 
Al-though  he  on  his  heed  it  hiidde  y-sworn, 
For  with  the  king  Pryam  alduy  was  ho, 
80  that  it  lay  not  in  his  liborteo  285 

No-wher  to  gon,  but  on  tho  morwe  ho 

wonto 
To  Troilus,  whan  that  ho  for  him  sento. 

42.  For  in  his  herto  he  coudo  wel  do\'>'ne, 
That  Troilus  al  night  for  sorwo  wook  ; 
And  that  ho  wolde  toUe  him  of  his  pyne, 
This  knew   ho   wel    y-nough,   with-outo 

book.  agi 

For  which  to  chaumbro  stroight  tho  woy 

he  took. 
And  Troilus  tho  sobrelicho  he  gretto, 
And  on  the  bed  ful  sone  he  gan  him  sctte. 

43.  'My  Pandarus,'  qu<xl    Trt>ilus,   'the 
sorwo  295 

Which  that  I   drye,    I  may   not    longer 

enduro. 
I  trowo  I  shal  not  liven  til  to-morwo  ; 
For  whiche  I  wolde  alwey,  on  aventuro, 
To  thee  devyaen  of  my  sepulture 
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Tho  formo,  and  of  my  xnoeblo  thou  dis- 
pouo  500 

Right  as  thee  semeth  best  is  for  to  done. 

44.  Bnt  of  tho  fyr  and  flamnbe  funeral 
III  ■whicho  my  botly  breiino  shal  to  gled0| 
And  of  tho  Icsto  and  pleycs  palestral    $04 
At  my  vigilo,  I  pray  thee  tako  good  hede 
That  al  be  vfol ;  and  offro  Mars  my  stedOf 
My  swerd,  myn  helm,  and,  leve  brother 

derc, 
My  sheld    to    Pallas  yef,   that  shyneth 
clere. 

45.  Tho  pondro  in  which  myn  herte  y- 
brend  shal  tome, 

That  prcye  I  thee  thou  take  and  it  con- 
serve 310 
In  a  vessel,  that  men  clepeth  an  omo, 
Of  gold,  and  to  my  lady  that  I  servo, 
For  lovo  of  whom  thus  pitonsly  I  sterve. 
So  yeve  it  hir,  and  do  me  this  plesaonce, 
To  preyo  hir  kepo  it  for  a  rcmembraunco. 

46.  For  wel  I  felc,  by  my  maladyc,        316 
And  by  my  dremes  now  and  yoro  ago, 

Al  certeinly,  that  I  mot  uedes  dye. 

Tho  owlu  eek,  which  that  bight  Ascaphilo, 

Hath  after  mo  shright  alio  thiso  nightes 

two.  3^0 

And,  god  Morciirio!  of  me   now,  woful 

wroccho, 
The  soulo  gydi.>,  and,  whan  thco  list,  it 

fecche  ! ' 

47.  Pandaro  answerde,  and  seyde, '  Troilns, 
My  dere  freend,  as  I  have  told  thee  yoro. 
That  it  is  folye  for  to  sorwon  thus,        335 
And  causoles,  for  whicho  I  can  no-more. 
But  who-so  wol  not  trowon  reed  ne  lore, 

I  can  not  seen  in  him  no  remedyo. 

But  lete  him  wnrthen  with  his  fantasj^. 

48.  But  Troilus,  I  pray  thee  tol  me  now, 
If  that    thou  trowe,   er   this,   that  any 

wight  331 

Hath  loved  paramours  as  wel  as  thou? 
Ye,   god  wot,   and  fro  many  a  worthy 

knight 
Hath  his  lady  goon  a  fourtenight. 
And   ho    not    yet    made    lialvendel  the 

fare,  33.S 

Wliat  node  is  thee  to  makcn  al  this  caro  ? 


40.  Sin  day  by  day  thou  majst  thy-gelven 

seo 
That  £rom.  his  love,  or  cUos  from  his  wyf, 
A  man  mot  twinnen  of  neccflsitee, 
Ye,  though  holove  hir  as  his  owene  lyf ;  340 
Yet  nil  he  with  him-self  thus  maken 

stryf. 
For  wel  thow  west,  my  leve  brother  dere. 
That  alwey  freendes  may  nought  been 

y-fere. 

50.  How  doon  this  folk  that  seen  hir  loves 
wedded 

By  freendes  might,  as  it  bi-tit  fal  ofto,  345 
And  seen  hem  in  hir  sixmses  bed  y-bedded  ? 
God  woot,  they  tako  it  wyaly,  fairo  and 

softe. 
For-why  good  hope  halt  up  hir  herto  on- 

lofte, 
And  for  they  can  a  tyme  of  sorwe  endure ; 
As  tyme  hem  hurt,  a  tyme  doth  hem 

cure.  350 

51.  So  flholdestow  endure,  and  late  slydo 
The  tyme,  and  fondo  to  ben  glad  and 

light. 
Ten  dayes  nis  so  long  not  t*  al^e. 
And  sin  she  thee  to  comen  hath  bihight, 
She  nil  hir  hestes  broken  for  no  wight.  355 
For  dred  thee  not  that  she  nil  finden  weye 
To  come  ayein,  my  lyf  that  dorste  I  leye. 

52.  Thy  swevones  eek  and  al  swich  fan- 
tasye 

"Dryf  out,   and  lat  hem  farcn    to    mis- 

chaunco ; 
For  they  prooode  of  thy  malencolye,     $6i) 
That  doth  thee  felo  in  sleep  al  this  pen- 

aunce. 
A  straw  for  alio  swevencs  signifiaunoe  I 
God  helpo  me  so,  I  counte  hem  not  a 

bene, 
Ther  woot  no  man  aright  what  dremes 

mene. 

53.  For  prestes  of  the  temple  tellen  this, 
That  dremes  been  tho  revelacionns       $ft(i 
Of  goddes,  and  as  wel  they  telle,  y-wis, 
That  they  ben  infemals  illusiouns ; 
And  leches  seyn,  that  of  compleziouns 
Proceden  they,  or  fast,  or  glotonye.      370 
Who   woot   in   sooth   thus   what   they 

slgnifyo? 
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ft4.  Eek  othere  seyn  that  thomgh  im- 

pressiouns, 
Ab  if  a  wight  hath  fitste  a  thing  in  minde, 
That  ther-of  cometh  gwiohe  avisioans ; 
And  othere  seyn,  aa  they  in  bokes  flnde, 
That,  after  tyxnes  of  the  jeer  by  kinde. 
Men  dreme,  and  that  th^effect  goth  by  the 

mone ;  377 

Bnt  leve  no  dreem,  for  it  is  nought  to 

done. 

65.  Wei  worth  of  dremes  ay  thiae  olde 

wyves, 
And    trewelicho    oek   angorie    of  thise 

fooles ;  380 

For  fere  of  which  men  wenen  lese  her 

lyves, 
As  ravenes  qualm,  or  shiyking  of  thise 

oolcs. 
To  trowen  on  it  bothe  fals  and  fool  is. 
Alias,  alias,  so  noble  a  creature 
As  is  a  man,  shal  drede  swich  ordure !  385 

56.  For  which  with  al  myn  herte  I  thee 
beseche, 

Un-to  thy-self  that  al  this  thou  foiyive ; 
And  rys  up  now  with-oute  more  speche. 
And  lat  us  caste  how  forth  may  best  be 

drive 
This  tjme,  and  eek  how  freshly  we  may 

live  390 

Whan  that  she  cometh,  the  which  shal 

be  right  sone ; 
GKkI  help  me  so,  the  beste  is  thus  to  done. 

57.  Bys,  lat  us  spcke  of  lusty  lyf  in  Troye 
That  we  han  lad,  and  forth  the  tyme 

dryve; 
And  eok  of  tyme  cominge  us  rejoye,     395 
That  bringen  shal  our  blisse  now  so  blyve ; 
And  langour  of  these  twyfis  dayes  fyve 
We  shal  ther-with  so  foryete  or  oppresse, 
That  wel  unnothe  it  doon  shal  us  duresse. 

08.  This  toun  is  fid  of  lordes  al  aboute, 
And  trewes  lasten  al  this  mene  whyle. 
Qo  we  pleye  us  in  som  lusty  route        402 
To  Sarpodon,  not  honnes  but  a  myle. 
And  thus  thou  shalt  the  tyme  wel  bigyle. 
And  dryve  it  forth  un-to  that  blisAil 

morwe,  405 

That  thou  hir  see,  that  cause  is  of  thy 

sorwe. 


59.  Now  rys,  my  dere  brother  Troilus ; 
For  certes,  it  noon  honour  is  to  thee 
To  wepe,  and  in  thy  bed  to  jouken  thus. 
For  trewely,  of  o  thing  trust  to  me,      410 
If  thou  thus  ligge  a  day,  or  two,  or  throe, 
The    folk    wol    wene    that    thou,     ior 

oowardyse, 
Thee  fejmest  syk,  and  that  thou  darst 
not  ryse.' 

60.  This  Troilus  answerdo,   'O  brother 
dere. 

This  knowen    folk   that   han    y-suffred 

peyne,  4*5 

That  though  he  wepe  and  make  sorwful 

ohere, 
That  feleth  harm  and  smert  in  every 

veyne. 
No  wonder  is ;  and  though  I  over  pleyne. 
Or  alwey  wepe,  I  am  no-thing  to  blame. 
Sin  I  have  lost  the  cause  of  al  my  game. 

61.  But  sin  of  fyno  force  I  moot  aryse, 

I  shal  aryse,  as  sone  as  ever  I  may  ;      422 
And  god,  to  whom  mjm  herte  I  sacrifyse. 
So  sende  us  hastely  the  tentho  day  ! 
For  was  ther  never  fowl  so  fayn  of  May, 
As  I  shal  been,  whan  that  she  cometh  in 
Troye,  4'»6 

That  cause  is  of  my  torment  and  my  joyo. 

62.  But  whider  is  thy  reed,'  quod  Troilus, 

*  That  we  may  pleye  us  best  in  al  this 

toun?' 

*  By  god,  my  conseil  is,*  quod  Pandarus, 

'  To  lyde  and  pleye  us  with  king  Sarpe- 
doun.*  431 

So  longe  of  this  they  speken  up  and  doun. 
Til  Troilus  gan  at  the  laste  assente 
To  ryse,  and  forth  to  Sarpedoun  they 
wente. 

68.  This  Sarpedoun,  as  he  that  honourable 

Was  ever  his  Ijrve,   and    ful   of  heigh 

prowesse,  45^ 

With  al  that  mighte  y-served  been  on 

table. 
That    de3aitee    was,    al    coste    it    greet 

richesse, 
He  fedde  hem  day  by  day,  that  swich 

noblesse, 
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As  Boydcn  bothe  tho  moste  and  eek  the 
lost©,  440 

Was  never  or  that  day  wist  at  any  fcgt©. 

04.  Xor  in  this  world  ther  is  non  instru- 
ment 
Delicious,   through  wind,  or  touche,   or 

cK)rdo, 
As  fer  as  any  wight  hath  over  y-went, 
That  tongc  telle  or  herte  may  recordo,  445 
That  at  that  festo  it  nas  wel  herd  acorde ; 
Ne  ol  ladies  eok  so  faj-r  a  companye 
On  daunce,  er  tho,  was  never  y-scyn  with 

65.  But  what  avayleth  this  to  Troilus, 
That  for  his  sorwo  no-thing  of  it  rough te? 
For  ever  in  oon  his  herto  piStous  451 

Ful  bisily  Criseydo  his  lady  soughte. 
On  hir  was  ever  al  that  his  herte  thonghte. 
Now  this,  now  that,  so  fastc  imagininge, 
Tliat  glade,  y-wis,  can  him  no  festeyinge. 

()0.  Tlioso  ladies  eek  that  at  this  fcste 
boon,  456 

Sin  that  ho  saw  his  lady  was  a-weyo, 
It  was  his  sorwe  ii^wn  horn  for  to  seen, 
Or  for  to  hero  on  instrumontz  so  pleye. 
For  she,  that  of  his  herte  berth  tho  keye, 
Was  absent,  lo,  this  was  his  fanta^^o,  461 
That  no  wight  slioldo  make  melodye. 

07.  Nor  ther  nas  houre  in  al  the  df^  or 
night, 

Whan  ho  was  ther-as  no  wight  mighto 

him  hero, 
That  ho  ne  seyde, '  O  Infsom  lady  bright. 
How  have  ye  faron,   sin  that  ye  were 

hero  ?  466 

Wcl-come,  y-wis,  mjii  owene  lady  dere.' 
But  wolaway,  al  this  nas  but  a  mase ; 
Fortime  his  howve  ontended  bet  to  glase. 

08.  The  lettres  eek,  that  slie  of  olde  tyme 
Hadde  ]iim  y-scnt,  he  wolde  allone  rede, 
An  hundred  sytho,  o-twixen   noon  and 

pryme ;  472 

Reiiguringe  hir  shap,  hir  womonhede, 
With-inne  his  herte,  and  every  word  and 

dodo 
That  passed  was,  and  thus  he  dmof  to  an 

onde  475 

The  ferthe  day,   and    seyde,    he  woldo 

wende. 


CO.  And  seyde,  *  love  brother  Pandams, 
Intendcstow  that  we  shul  heri^  blevo 
Til  Sarpedoun  wol  forth  congeyon  us  ? 
Yet  were  it  fairer  that  we  toko  our  leva 
For  goddes  love,  lat  us  now  sone  at  ovo 
Our  leve  take,  and  homward  lat  us  tome; 
For  trewely,  I  nil  not  thus  sojomo.*     4H3 

70.  Pandare    answerdo,    *  bo  wo  comcn 
hider 

To  fecchen  fyrj  and  rennen  hoom  ayejTi? 
God  helpe  me  so,  I  can  not  tellen  whidor 
We  mighten  goon,  if  I  shal  soothly  seyn, 
Ther  any  wight  is  of  us  more  fayn 
Than  Sarpedoun  ;  and  if  we  hennes  hye 
Thus  sodeinly,  I  holde  it  vilanye,        490 

71.  Sin  that  wo  seydcn  that  wo  wolde 
bleve 

With    him    a   wouke ;    and    now,    thus 

sodeinl^'. 
The  ferthe  day  to  take  of  him  our  leve, 
He  wolde  wondren  on  it,  trewely !        494 
Lat  us  holdo  forth  our  purpos  formcly ; 
And  sin  that  ye  bihighton  him  to  bydo, 
Hold  forward  now,  and  aftor  lat  us  rj'de.* 

72.  Thus  Pandarus,  with  alio  poyne  and 

wo, 
Made  him  to  dwelle  ;  and  at  tho  woukea 

endo. 
Of  Sarpedoun  they  toke  hir  leve  tho,    500 
And  on  hir  wey  they  spcdden  hem  to 

wonde. 
Quod  Troilus,  *  now  god  mo  grace  sonde, 
That  I  may  finden,  at  myn  hom-coming^, 
Criseydo  oomen  !  *  and  ther-with  gan  he 

singe. 

78.  '  Ye,  hasel-wode  !'  thoughte  this  Pan- 
dare,  505 
And  to  him-self  ful  softely  he  seyde, 
*  God  woot,  refreydon  may  this  bote  fare 
Er  Calkas  scnde  Troilus  Criseydo !' 
But  natheles,  he  japed  thus,  and  seyde. 
And  swor,    y-wis,    his    herte    him    wel 
bihighte,  5h» 
She  wolde  come   as   sone  as   ovor    sho 
mighte. 

74.    Whan  they  un-to   the  paleys  wero 

y-comen 
Of  TiroiluB,  they  doun  of  hors  alighte, 
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And  to  the  chambre  hir  wey  than  han 

they  nomen. 
And  in-to  tyme  that  it  gan  to  nighte,  515 
They  spaken  of  Crisliyde  the  brighte. 
And  after  this,  whan  that  hem  bothe 

losto, 
Thoy  spedde  hem  fro   the  soper  nn-to 

resto. 

75.  On  morwe,  as  sono  as  day  bigan  to 
clerc, 

This  Troilns  gan  of  his  sleep  t*abreyde,  520 
And  to  Pandarc,  his  owcno  brother  dero, 
'  For  love  of  god,*  fal  pitoosly  he  seyde, 
^  As  go  ve  seen  the  paloys  of  Criseyde  ; 
For  sin  we  yet  may  have  namore  feste, 
So  lat  us  seen  hir  paleys  at  the  leste.'  525 

76.  And  ther-with-al,  his  meynee  for  to 
blende, 

A  cause  he  fond  in  touno  for  to  go. 
And  to  Criseydes  hous  they  gonnen  wende. 
But  lord  !  this  sely  Troilus  was  wo ! 
Him  thonghto  his  sorwefol  hcrte  brasto 

a-two.  5,^ 

For  whan  he  saugh  hir  dores  sperred  alio, 
Wei  neigh  for  sorwe  a-doun  he  gan  to 

fallo. 

77   Therwith  whan  he  was  war  and  gan 

biholdo 
How  shct  was  every  windowe  of  the  place, 
As  frost,  him  thoughto,  his  herte  gan  to 

colde ;  535 

For  which  with  chaunged  deedlich  pale 

face, 
With-outen  word,  he  forth  bigan  to  pace ; 
And,  AS  god  wolde,  ho  gan  so  faste  ryde. 
That  no  wight  of  his  contenaunce  aspyde. 

78.  Than  seyde  he  thus,  *  O  paleys  desolat, 
O  hous,  of  lionses  whylom  best  y-hight, 

O  paleys  empty  and  disconsolat,  542 

O  thou  lanterne,  of  which  queynt  is  the 

light, 
O  palej-s,  whylom  day,  that  now  art  night, 
Wcl  oiightostow  to  falle,  and  I  to  dye,  545 
Sin  she  is  went  that  wont  was  us  to  gye  ! 

79.  Opaleys,  whylom  croune  of  housMalle, 
Enlumined  with  sonno  of  alio  blisse  I 


O  ring,  fro  which  the  ruby  is  out-falle, 
O  cause  of  wo,  that  cause  hast  been  of 

lisse !  t;!Hi 

Yet,  sin  I  may  no  bet,  fa^n  woldo  I  kisso 
Thy  coldo  dores,  dorste  I  for  this  routo  ; 
And  fare-wel  shryne,  of  which  the  seynt 

is  oute !' 

80.  Ther-with  he  caste  on  Pandams  his  yH 
With  chaunged  face,  and  pitous  to  biholde ; 
And  whan  ho  mighte  his  t3rme  aright 

aspyc,  556 

Ay  as  ho  rood,  to  Pandams  ho  toldo 
His  newe  sorwe,  and  eek  his  joyes  olde, 
So  pitonsly  and  with  so  dedo  an  hewo. 
That  every  wight  mighte  on  his  sorwe  re  wc. 

81.  Fro  thonnesforth  he  xydeth  up  and 
doun,  561 

And  every  thing  com   him  to   remem- 

braunce 
As  he  rood  forth  by  places  of  the  toun 
In  whiche  ho  whylom  haddo  al  his  ples- 

aunce.  564 

*  Lo,  yond  saugh  I  myn  owone  lady  daunco  ; 
And  in  that  temple,  with  hir  oyen  c.lcro. 
Me  caughte  first  my  righto  lady  dero. 

82.  And  yonder  have  I  herd  fill  lustily 
My  dero  herte  laughe,  and  yonder  pleyo    . 
Saugh  I  hir  ones  eek  ful  blisfuUy.         570 
And  yonder  ones  to  me  gan  she  scyc, 

**  Now  goode  swete,  love  me  wel,  I  prej-e.*' 
And  yond  so  goodly  gan  she  mo  biholdo, 
That  to  the  deeth  myn  herte  is  to  hir  holde. 

88.  And  at  that  comer,  in  the  yonder  hous, 
Herde  I  myn  alderlevest  lady  doro       576 
So  wommanly,  with  voys  melodious, 
Singen  so  wel,  so  goodly,  and  so  clerc. 
That  in  my  soule  yet  me  thinketh  I  here 
The  blisfal  soun ;   and,  in  that  yuudcr 
place,  580 

My  lady  first  me  took  un-to  hir  grace.* 

84.  Thanne  thoughte  he  thus,  '  O  blisful 

lord  Cupyde, 
Whanne  I  the  procos  have  in  my  memorie, 
How  thou  me  hast  werreyed  on  every  syde, 
Men  mighte  a  book  make  of  it,  lyk  a  storic. 
What  nede  is  thee  to  seko  on  me  viotorio, 
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K>.  Wtl 

h«tow, 

ord,r.w 

rake  tm  ma  thyn 

Thon  mighty  Rod 

For  irliich  I  n'ax 
Thot  thou  Criaej 

and  dm 

Iwol 
Uo  aj-ein 

injfortogTSTe! 

■t«  Ibvo.         jtu 
ntJiyUlOTB; 

mo  toudo  Mne. 

Sa-Diflt 

■em«hi 

hortoai 

Aa  thou  dost  m 

Tl.sn  woot  I  w*l, 

XoWf  blisfu]  liirrl,  BO  o.rani  thou  no  be 

^{^,y    proro  the«,  &» 
tlio  blood  Thebfioo, 
For  wliich  tho  folk  of  TLobM  oanghlo  hir 
banc' 


X  till  nflu  ho  leyde  'nlUa  ! 

nnd  my  toiaa '. 
Aa  widdo  blisfiil  god  now,  for  Lis  joye, 
I  miglite  hir  >eeu  oj-eiii  come  in-to  Troyc. 

W.  And  tn  Iho  ynnder  hilln  t  g&n  hir  gydo, 
AUu !  and  ttWUhir  my  levo ! 

And  yond  I  fader  rydo, 

For  Kirwe  of  which  myn  herte  ihftl  to- 
clBve.  613 

And  hider  hoom  I  eom  whiat  it  waa  oi-e  ; 
And  hero  I  dwdlo  ont-east  from  alio  joyo. 
And  >l.a],  tit  1  may  won  hir  oft  in  Troje.' 

19.  AmlofhiTn-eolf  imagined  ho  otto 
To  ben  defet,  nnd  pale,  and  waxen  lane 
Than  he  waa  wont,  ood  that  man  layde 


Why  Troilna  halli  al  thia  hevinesae  7' 
And  al  thia  nos  but  hii  maloncolyo, 
That  hohaddoof  him-selfawichfanta^e. 


n  TODthe,  and  that  they  aeyen 


Hod  of  hira 
aholde, 

'  I  am  right  aoty  Troiloa  wol  deye.' 
And  thus  he  droof  aday  yot  forth  or  twcye. 
lyf  right  gan  ha  ledo, 
Al  ho  that  stood  bitwixen  hope  and  drede. 

01.  For  which  him  lyknl  in  hil  nngea 
aha  we  6ji 

Th'caohfwm  of  his  wo,  ai  ho  beat  mightc, 
And  make  a  aong  of  wordea  bnt  a  fowo, 
herta  for  to  Ughle. 
And  whan   he  woa  trom  every  man&eH 
■ighto,  6ij 

With  Bofte  Yoya  ha,  of  his  lady  doro, 
That  woa  abaen't,  gan  linge  aa  ye  may  here. 

09.  '0»tom.,ofwhich  1  loat  hiiTOallho  . 

light, 
With  herts  BOOT  wo!  ongiilo  I  to  bow^le, 
night  bynight. 
Toward  my  doeth  with  wind  in  aten  1 

aayle ;  641 

For  which  tho  tenths  uight  if  that  I  fayla 
Thegydingofthybemosbrightsan  hoort, 
My  ship  and  ma  Caribdis  wol  dovonro.' 

OS.  Thiaaongwhenliothnaaongcuhaildc, 
•one  6k 

Ho  fll  ayeiu  in-to  his  aykea  oldo ; 


And 
idK 

I  ahal  be  glad,  if  al  tho  world  bo  trewe  \ 

01,  I  saogh  thyn  homos  olde  eek  by  the 

Whan  hennca  rood  my  righte  lady  dora. 

For         3  m 


05.  The  day  ia  more,  and  longer  e*ei7 
Than  they  be  wont  to  be,  him  thonghti 
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And  that  the  sonne  wcnte  liis    course 

unrlght 
By  lengor  woy  than  it  was  wont  to  go ; 
And  scydo,  *  y-wis,  me  drodoth  ever-mo, 
The  sonnes  sone,  Pheton,  be  on-ljrve, 
And  that  hisfodrescartamishedxyve.'  665 

06.  Upon  the  walles  faste  eek  wolde  he 
waiko, 

And  on  the  Grekcs  ost  he  wolde  see. 
And  to  him-self  right  thus  he  wolde  talke, 

*  Lo,  yonder  is  myn  owene  lady  free, 

Or  olios  yonder,  ther  tho  tentos  be !      670 
And  thenncs  comth  this  eyr,  that  is  so 

solo, 
That  in  my  sonle  I  fcle  it  doth  me  bote. 

07.  And  hardely  this  wind,  that  more  and 
more 

Thus  stoundemele  encreseth  in  my  face, 
Is  of  my  ladyes  depe  sykes  sore.  675 

I  preve  it  thus,  for  in  non  othere  place 
Of  al  this  toun,  save  onliche  in  this  space, 
Fele  1  no  wind  that  souneth  so  lyk  peyne ; 
It  seyth,  *'  alias !    why  twinned  be  we 
tweyne?"' 

96.  This  longe  t3nno  he  dryveth  forth  right 
thus,  680 

Til  fully  passed  was  tho  nynthe  night ; 
And  ay  bi-sydo  him  was  this  Pandams, 
That  bisily  dide  alle  his  fuUe  might 
Him  to  comforte,  and  make  his  herte  light ; 
Yevingc  him  hope  al wey,  tho  tenthe  morwe 
^lat  she  shal  come,  and  stinten  al  his 
sorwe.  6H6 

99.  Up-on  that  other  syde  eek  was  Cri- 
seyde. 

With  wommon  fewe,  among  the  Gbrekes 

stronge ; 
For  which  ful  ofbe  a  day  *  alias !  *  she  seyde, 

*  That  I  was  bom !    Wei  may  myn  herte 

longe  690 

After  my  decth ;  for  now  live  I  to  longe ! 
Alias  !  and  I  ne  may  it  not  amende  ; 
For  now  is  wors  than  ever  3ret  I  wende. 

100.  My  fader  nil  for  no-thing  do  mo  gnraoe 
To   goon  ayein,   for  nought  I  can  him 

qucme ;  695 

And  if  so  be  that  I  my  terme 


My  Troilus  shal  in  his  herte  dcme        697 
That  I  am  fals,  and  so  it  may  wcl  seme. 
Thus  shal  I  have  unthank  on  every  sydo ; 
That  I  was  bom,  so  weylawey  the  tyde  ! 

101.  And  if  that  I  me  putte  in  jupartyc, 
To  stele  awey  by  nighte,  and  it  bifalle 
That  I  be  caught,  I  shal  be  holde  a  spyc  ; 
Or  elles,  lo,  this  drede  I  most  of  alio, 

If  in  the  hondes  of  som  wrecche  I  falle, 
I  am  but  lost,  al  be  mjrn  herte  trewe  ;  706 
Now  mighty  god,  thou  on  my  sorwe  rowe  !' 

102.  Ful  pale  y-waxen  was  hir  brighte  face, 
Hir  limes  lene,  as  she  that  al  the  day 
Stood  whan  she  dorste,  and  loked  on  tho 

place  710 

Ther  she  was  bom,  and  thor  she  dwelt 

haddo  ay. 
And  al  the  night  wepinge,  alias  !  sho  lay. 
And  thus  despcirod,  out  of  alle  cure, 
She  ladde  hir  lyf,  this  woful  creature. 

108.  Ful  ofbe  a  day  she  sighte  eek  for 
destresse,  715 

And  in  hir* self  she  wento  ay  portrayinge 
Of  Troilus  the  greto  worthinesse. 
And  alle  his  goodly  wordcs  rocordiiigo 
Sin  first  that  day  hir  love  bigan  to  springe. 
And  thus  she  sette  hir  woful  herte  arfyro 
Thorugh  remembraunce  of  that  sho  gan 
desyre.  721 

104.   In  al  this  world  ther  nis  so  cruel 

herte 
That  hir  hadde  herd  compleynen  in  hir 

Borwe, 
That  nolde  han  wopen  for  hir  pejnies 

smerte, 
So  tendrely  she  weep,  bothe  eve  and  morwe. 
Hir  nedede  no  teres  for  to  borwe.  726 

And  this  was  yetthe  worste  of  alhir  peyno, 
Ther  was  no  wight  to  whom  she  dorste  hir 

plejme. 

106.  Ful  rewfully  she  loked  up-on  Troyc, 
Biheld  the  toures  heighe  and  eek  the 

halles ;  730 

'  Alias  !*  quod  she,  'the  plesaunce  and  the 

joye 
The  whiche  that  now   al   tomed  in-to 

galle  is, 
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Hnvo  I  bod  ofte  with-inno  yonder  wuUes ! 

0  Troilus,  what  dostow  now/  sho  Boyde  ; 

'  Lord !  whether  yet  thou  thenko  up-on 
Criseydo  ?  735 

106.  Alhis!  I  nchadde  trowed  on  your  lore, 
And  went  with  yow,  as  ye  me  radde  er  this ! 
Thunno  Iiadde  I  now  not  syked  half  so  sore. 
Who  mighte  have  seyd,  that  I  had  doon 

a-mis 
To  stele  awoy  with  swich  on  as  ho  is  ?  740 
But  ul  to  lato  Cometh  the  letuaric, 
Whan  men  the  cors  un-to  the  grave  caxie. 

107.  To  late  is  now  to  speke  of  this  matere ; 
Prudence,  alias  !  oon  of  thyn  eyen  three 
Me  lakked  alwey,  cr  that  I  cam  here  ;  745 
On  t3''nio  y-passed,  wol  romembred  mo  ; 
And  present  tyme  cek  coudo  I  wel  y-soo. 
But  futur  tyme,  or  I  was  in  the  snare, 
Coudo  I  not  seen  ;  that  causeth  now  my 

care.  749 

1 08.  But  nathelcs,  bitydo  what  bityde, 

1  shal  to-morwe  nt  night,  by  est  or  weste. 
Out  of  this  OMt  stclo  on  som  maner  sydc. 
And  go  with  Troilus  wher-as  him  leste. 
This  purpos  wol  I  holde,  and  this  is  besto. 
Xo  fors  of  wikked  tonges  janglerye,       755 
For  ever  on  love  han  wrecchos  had  envyo. 

109.  For  who-so  wolo  of  every  word  take 
hede. 

Or  rowlon  him  by  every  wightes  wit, 
Ne  shal  he  never  thryven,  out  of  dredo. 
For  that  that  som  men  blamen  ever  yit, 
Lo,  other  maner  folk  commenden  it.     761 
And  as  for  me,  for  al  swich  variaunoe, 
Felicitee  clepe  I  my  suffisaunce. 

110.  Forwhich,with-outenanywordesmo, 
To  Troyo  I  wol,  as  for  conclusioun.'      765 
But  god  it  wot,  er  fully  monthes  two. 
She  was  fnl  for  fro  that  entencioun. 

For  bothe  Troilus  and  Troyo  toon 

Shal    knotteles    through-out    hir    hcrte 

slyde ; 
For  she  wol  take  a  purpos  for  t'abydo.  770 

111.  This  Diomedc,  of  whom  yow  telle 
Igan, 

Goth  now,  with-inne  him-self  ay  argningo 


With  al  the  sleighto  and  al  that  ever  ho 

can, 
How  ho  may  best,  with  shortest  taryingo, 
In-to  his  net  Criseydes  herto  bringe.     775 
To  this  entente  he  coude  never  f>iio  ; 
To  fisshen  hir,  ho  leydo  out  hook  and  l^-no. 

112.  But  natheles,  wel  in  his  horto  ho 
thoughte, 

That  she  nas  nat  with-oute  a  love  in  Troyo. 
For  never,  sithen  he  hir  thennes  broughte, 
Ne  coude  he  seen  her  laughe  or  mako 

joye.  781 

He  niste  how  best  hir  horte  for  t'ucoye. 
'  But  for  t^assaye,'  he  scyde,  *  it  nought 

ne  greveth ; 
For  he  that  nought  n'assayoth,  nought 

n'acheveth.* 

113.  Yet  seide  he  to  him-sclf  upon  a  night, 
'  Xow  am  I  not  a  fool,  that  woot  wol  how 
Hir  wo  for  love  is  of  another  wight. 
And  here-up-on  to  g^oon  assaye  hir  now  ? 
I  may  wel  wite,  it  nil  not  been  my  prow. 
For  wyse  folk  in  bokes  it  exprosse,        790 
*'  Men  shal  not  wowe  a  wight  in  hcvinessc.^ 

111.  But  who-so  mighte  winneu  swich 

a  flour 
From  him,  for  whom  she  mometh  night 

and  day, 
He  mighte  seyn,  he  were  a  conquerour.' 
And  right  anoon,  as  he  that  bold  was  ay, 
Thoughte  in  his  herte,  '  happe,  how  happe 

may,  796 

Al  sholde  I  deye,  I  wole  hir  herte  seche ; 
I  shal  no  more  lesen  but  my  speohe.' 

115.  This  Diomede,  as  bokes  us  declare, 
Was  in  his  nodes  prest  and  corageous ; 
With  Sterne  voys  and  mighty  limes  square, 
Hardy,  testif,  strong,  and  chevalrous 
Of  dedes,  lyk  his  fader  Tidens. 
And  som  men  seyn,  he  was  of  ttmge  large; 
And  heir  he  was  of  Calidoine  and  Arge.  805 

1  Iti.  Criseyde  mene  was  of  hir  stature, 
Ther-to  of  shap,  of  face,  and  eek  of  chore, 
Ther  mighte  been  no  fairer  creature. 
And  ofto  tyme  this  was  hir  manere. 
To  gon  y-treiaed  with  hir  heres  clere   8u> 
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Dotin  by  liir  color  at  hlr  bak  bihindc, 
^Vhich  with  »  throdo  of  gold  she  wolde 
binde. 

117.  And,  save  hir  browca jojmcden  y-fore, 
Ther  nas  no  lak,  in  ought  I  can  espyen  ; 
But  for  to  speken  of  hir  eyen  clero,      815 
Lo,  trewoly,  thoy  writen  that  hir  syen, 
Tliat  Paradys  stood  formed  in  hir  yen. 
And  with  liir  riche  boautoo  ever-more 
Strof  love  in  hir,  ny  which  of  hem  was 

more. 

118.  She  sobre  wafl,  eek  simple,  and  wys 
with-al,  820 

The  bcsto  y-norisshed  eek  that  mighte  be, 
And  goodly  of  hir  specho  in  general, 
Charitable,  estatlicho,  lusty,  and  free  ; 
Ne  nover-mo  nc  lakkcde  hir  pitee ; 
Tendre-herted,  slydingo  of  corago  ;        825 
But  trewely,  I  can  not  telle  hir  ago. 

1 10.  And  Troilus  wol  waxen  was  in  highte. 
And  complot  formed  by  proporcioun 
So  wcl,  that  kinde  it  not  amendon  mighto ; 
Yong,  frosshe,  strong,  and  hardy  as  lyoun ; 
Trewo  as  steel  in  ech  condicioun  ;  831 
On  of  the  bcste  entechod  creature. 
That  is,  or  shal,  whyl  that  the  world  may 
dure. 

120.  And  certainly  in  storie  it  is  y-founde. 
That  Troilus  was  never  un-to  no  wight,  835 
As  in  his  tjone,  in  no  degree  seoounde 

In  durring  don  that  longeth  to  a  knight. 
Al  mighte  a  geuunt  passen  him  of  might. 
His  herte  ay  with  the  firsto  and  with  the 
bcste  839 

Stod  parcgal,  to  durro  don  that  him  lesto. 

121.  But  for  to  toUon  forth  of  Diomede . — 
It  fil  that  after,  on  the  tentho  day. 

Sin  that  Criscyde  out  of  the  citeo  yede, 
This  Diomede,  as  fresshe  as  braunche  in 

May, 
Com  to  the  tente  ther-as  Calkas  lay,     845 
And  feyncd  him  witli  Calkas  han  to  done ; 
But  what  ho  mcnte,  L  shal  yow  telle  sone. 

122.  Criseydo,  at  shorto  wordes  for  to  telle, 
Welcomed  him,  and  doun  by  hir  him  setto ; 
And  he  was  etho  y-nongh  to  maken  dwelle. 


And  after  this,  with-onten  longe  lettc,  851 
The  spyces  and  the  wyn  men  forth  hem 

fette ; 
And  forth  they  speke  of  this  and  that 

y-fere, 
As  freendes  doon,  of  which  som  shal  ye 

here. 

123.  He  gan  first  fallen  of  tho  werro  in 
speche  855 

Bitwixe  hem  and  the  folk  of  Troye  tonn  ; 
And  of  th'assogo  lie  gan  hir  eek  bysechc. 
To  telle  him  what  was  hir  opinioun. 
Fro  that  demaunde  he  so  doscendeth  doun 
To  asken  hir,  if  that  hir  straungo  though te 
The  Grekes  gyso,  and  werkes  that  thb3* 
wroughte  ?  861 

124.  And  why  hir  fader  tarieth  so  longc 
To  wedden  hir  un-to  som  worthy  wight  ? 
Criseyde,  that  was  in  hir  pejoies  stronge 
For  love  of  Troilus,  hir  owcne  knight,  865 
As  fei^forth  as  she  conning   ha<ldo   or 

might, 
Answerdo  him  tho  ;  hut,  as  of  his  ontonte, 
It  semed  not  she  wiste  what  ho  mento. 

125.  But  nathclcs,  this  ilke  Diomede 
Qan  in  him-self  assure,  and  thus  he  seydc, 
'  If  ich  aright  have  taken  of  yow  hede,  871 
Mo  thinketh  thus,  O  lad3'  myn,  Criscyde. 
That  sin   I  first  hond  on  your   br^del 

leyde. 
Whan  3'e  out  come  of  Troye  by  the  morwe, 
No  coude  I  never  seen  yow  but  in  sorwe. 

126.  Can  I  not  seyn  what  may  the  cause 
be  876 

But-if  for  love  of  som  Troj'nn  it  were, 
The  which  right  sore  wolde  athinken  me 
Tliat  ye,   for  any  wight  that    dwelleth 

there, 
Sholden  spille  a  quarter  of  a  tore,         880 
Or  pit^usly  j'our-selven  so  bigyle  ; 
For  dredelees,   it  is  nought  worth  the 

whylo, 

127.  The  folk  of  Troye,  as  who  sej-th,  alle 
and  somo 

In  preson  been,  as  ye  your-selven  see  ; 
For  thennes  shal  not  oon  on-ljrve  come  885 
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For  al  the  gold  bitwizen  sonne  and  see. 
Tmstcth  -wel,  and  undcrstondeth  me, 
Ther  shal  not  oon  to  mercy  goon  on-lyve, 
Al  were  ho  lord  of  worldes  twyfia  f^ve ! 

128.  Swich  wreche  on  hem,  for  feoching 
of  Eloyne,  890 

Thcr  shal  be  take,   er  that  vfe  hennes 

wendo, 
Tliat  Manes,  -which   that  goddes  ben  of 

1103'no, 
Shal  been  agast  that  Grekes  wol  hem 

shende. 
And  men  shal  drede,  un-to  the  worldes 

cndo,  894 

From  hcnnes-forth  to  ravisshe  any  quene, 
So  cniel  shal  our  wreche  on  hem  be  selhe. 

129.  And  but-if  Calkas  lode  us  with  am- 
bages, 

That  is  to  seyn,  with  doable  wordes  slye, 
Swich  as  men  clepo  a  "  word  with  two 

visages," 
Ye  shal  wcl  knowen  that  I  nought  ne 

lye,  900 

And  al  this  thing  right  seen  it  with  your 

And  that  anoon ;  j'o  nil  not  trowe  how 

sono ; 
Xow  takcth  heed,  for  it  is  for  to  done. 

130.  ANTiat    weno    ye    j'our    wyse   fader 
woldo 

Han  yeven  Antonor  for  yow  anoon,      905 
If  lie  ne  wisto  that  the  citee  slioldo 
Dcstn\ved    been?    Why,    nay,   so    mote 

1  goon! 
He  knew  ful  wcl  tlier  shal  not  scapen  oon 
That  Troyan  is  ;  and  for  the  grete  fere, 
He  dorsto  not,  ye  dwelt«  lenger  there.  910 

131.  A\liat  wolo   ye  more,   lufsom  lady 
dcrc? 

Lat  Troye  and  Troyan  fro  yonr  herte 

pace  ! 
Dryf  oat  that  bittro  hope,  and  make  good 

chero. 
And  clepo  ayein  the  beantce  of  your  face, 
That  ye  with  salte  teres  so  deface.         915 
For  Troye  is  brought  in  swich  a  juitartye, 
Tliat,  it  to  save,  is  now  no  remedyo. 


182.  And  thenketh  wel,  ye  shal  in  Grekes 

finde 
A  more  parfit  love,  er  it  bo  night, 
Than  any  Troj^an  is,  and  more  kinde,  9J0 
And   bet  to  serven    yow   wol  doon  his 

might. 
And  if  ye  vouche  sauf,  my  lady  bright, 
I  wol  ben  he  to  serven  yow  my-selve, 
Ye,  lever  than  be  lord  of  Greces  twelve  !* 

188.  And  with  that  word  ho  gan  to  waxen 
reed,  9^5 

And  in  his  speche  a  lltel  wight  he  quook, 
And  caste  a-S3rde  a  lltel  wight  his  hoed, 
And  stinte  a  whyle ;  and  afterward  awook, 
And  sobreliche  on  hir  he  threw  his  look, 
And  seyde,  *  I  am,  al  be  it  yow  no  joye, 
As  gentil  man  as  any  wight  in  Troye.  931 

184.  For  if  my  fader  Tydeus,'  he  seyde, 
'  Y-lived  hadde,  I  hadde  been,  er  this. 
Of  Calidoine  and  Arge  a  king,  Criseydo ! 
And  so  hope  I  that  I  shal  yet,  y-wis.     955 
But  he  was  slayn,  alias  !  the  more  harm 

is. 
Unhappily  at  Thebes  al  to  rathe, 
Pol3anites  and  many  a  man  to  scathe. 

135.  But  herte  myn,  sin  that  I  am  yonr 

man. 
And  been  the  ferste  of  whom  I  seche 

grace,  940 

To  serven  you  as  hertely  as  I  can. 
And  ever  shal,  whj'l  I  to  live  have  space, 
So,  er  that  I  depart-o  out  of  this  place, 
Y'e  wol  me  gninnte,  that  I  may  to-morwe, 
At  bettro  lej-ser,  telle  yow  my  sorwe.*  945 

186.  What  shold  I  telle  his  wordes  that  he 

seyde  ? 
He  spak  y-now,  for  o  day  at  the  meste  ; 
It  preveth  wel,  he  sjMik  so  that  Criseyde 
Grauntefl,  on  the  morwc,  at  Iiis  requesto, 
For  to  spoken  with  him  at  the  leste,      950 
So  that  he  nolde  sf>eko  of  swich  matere  ; 
And  thus  to  him  she  sejrde,  as  ye  may 

here : 

137.  As  she  that   hadde    hir   herte    on 

Troilus 
So  faste,  that  ther  may  it  noon  araco ; 
And  straungely  she  spak,  and  seyde  thus : 
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*0  Diomcilc,  I  lovo  that  ilke  place        956 
Ther  I    vras    bom ;   and  Joves,   for  his 

grace, 
Belivero  it  Bone  of  al  that  doth  it  care  ! 
God,  for  thy  might,  so  leve  it  wel  to  fare  ! 

188.  That  Grekes  wolde  hir  wraththe  on 
Troye  wroko,  960 

If  that  they  xnighte,  I  knowe  it  wel, 
y-wis. 

But  it  Bhal  not  bifallen  as  ye  speke  ; 

And  god  to-fom,  and  ferther  over  this, 

I  wot  my  fader  yrys  and  redy  is  ; 

And  that  ho  mo  hath  bought,  as  ye  me 
tolde,  965 

So  derc,  I  am  the  more  nn-to  him  h<dde. 

130.  That  Grekes    been    of  heigh    con- 

dicioan, 
I  woot  eek  wel ;  but  oertein,  men  ahal 

finde 
As  worthy  folk  with-inne  Troye  toun. 
As  conning,  and  as  parfit  and  as  kinde, 
As  been  bitwixen  Oroades  and  Inde.     971 
And  that  ye  coude  wel  your  lady  serve, 
I  trowe  eek  wel,  hir  thank  for  to  deserve. 

140.  But  as  to  spoke  of  love,  y-wis,'  she 
seyde, 

*I  hadde  a  lord,  to  whom  I  wedded  was. 
The  whos  myn  herte  al  was,  til  that  he 

deyde ;  976 

And  other  love,  as  helpe  me  now  Pallas, 
Ther  in  myn  herte  nis,  ne  never  was. 
And  that  ye  been  of  noble  and  heigh 

kinrede, 
I  have  wel  herd  it  tellen,  out  of  drede.  980 

141.  And  that  doth  me  to  han  so  gret  a 
wonder, 

That  ye  wol  scomen  any  womman  so. 
Eek,  god  wot,  love  and  I  be  fer  a-sonder; 
I  am  disposed  bet,  so  mote  I  go, 
Un-to  my  dooth,  to  pleyne  and  maken 
wo.  985 

What  I  shal  after  doon,  I  can  not  seye ; 
But  trewely,  as  yet  me  list  not  pleye. 

142.  Myn  herte  is  now  in  tribulacioun, 
And  yo  in  armes  bisy,  day  by  day. 
Hore-after,   whan  ye  wonnen    han   the 

toun,  990 


Paraunter,  thanne  so  it  happen  may. 
That  whan  I  see  that  I  never  or  say. 
Than  wole  I  werke  that  I  never  wroughte ! 
This    word    to    yow    y-nough    suffysen 
oughte. 

148.  To-morwo  oek  wol  I  speke  with  yow 
&yn,  995 

So  that  ye  touchen  nought  of  thismatere. 

And  whan  yow  list,  ye  may  oome  here 
ayojm; 

And,  er  ye  gon,  thus  muche  I  seye  yow 
here : 

As  helpe  me  Pallas  with  hir  heres  clere, 

If  that  I  sholde  of  any  Greek  han  routhe, 

It  sholde  be  your-selven,  by  my  trouthe  ! 

144.  I  sey  not  therfore  that  I  wol  yow 
love,  1002 

Ne  I  sey  not  nay,  but  in  oonolusioun, 
I  mene  wel,  by  god  that  sit  above  : ' — 
And    ther-with-al    she    caste    hir    oycn 

doun, 
And  gan  to  syke,  and  seyde,   '  O  Troye 

toun,  1006 

Yet  bidde  I  g^,  in  quiete  and  in  rcstc 
I  may  yow  seen,  or  do  myn  herte  bresto.* 

145.  But  in  effect,  and  shortly  for  to  soyo. 
This  Diomede  al  freshly  newe  aye^'ii  iuif> 
Gan  pressen    on,   and  fasto  hir  mercy 

preye ;  ion 

And  after  this,  the  sothe  for  to  seyn, 
Hir  glove  he  took,  of  which  ho  was  ful 

fayn. 
And  fynally,  whan  it  was  waxen  eve, 
And  al  was  wel,  he  roos  and  took  his 

leve.  1015 

146.  The  brighte  Venus  folwede  and  uy 
taughto 

The  wey,  ther  brode  Phebus  doun  alightc  ; 
And  Cynthea  hir  char-hors  over-raughte 
To  whirle  out  of  the  Lyon,  if  she  mighte ; 
And  Signifer  his  candeles  shewed  brighte, 
Whan  that  Criseyde  un-to  hir  bedde 
wente  1021 

In-with  hir  fadres  faire  brighte  tente. 

147.  Betoming  in  hir  soule  ay  up  and 
doun 

The  wordes  of  this  sodein  Diomodo, 
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His  greet  estate  and  peril  of  the  tonn,  1025 
And  that  she  was  allone  and  hadde  nede 
Of  freendcs    help;    and  thus   higan    to 

hrode 
The  cause  why,  the  sothe  for  to  telle, 
That  she  tok  fully  purpos  for  to  dwelle. 

148.  The  morwe  com,  and  goostly  for  to 
speko,  1050 

This  Diomede  is  come  nn-to  Criseyde, 
And  shortly,  lost  that  ye  my  tale  breke, 
So  wel  ho  for  him-solve  spak  and  seydo. 
That  alle  hir  sykes  sore  adonn  he  leyde. 
And  fynally,  the  sothe  for  to  scyno,    1035 
He  rofto  hir  of  the  grete  of  al  liir  peyne. 

119.  And  after  this  the  story  telloth  ns, 
That  sho  him  yaf  tlio  faire  ba>'0  stcde. 
The  which  lie  ones  wan  of  Troilus  ; 
And  eok  a  brocho  (and  that  was  litel 

nede)  1040 

That  Troilus  was,  she  yaf  this  Diomede. 
And  eek,  the  bet  from   sorwo    him  to 

rclove, 
Sho  made  him  were  a  pencel  of  hir  sieve. 

150.  I  findo  cok  in  the  stories  elles-where, 

WTian  tlirough  the  body  hurt  was  Dio- 
mede 1045 

Of  Troilus,  tho  weep  she  many  a  tere. 

Whan  that  sho  saugh  his  wydo  woundes 
blcdo ; 

And  that  she  took  to  kopon  him  good 
hodo, 

And  for  to  hele  him  of  his  sorwes  smerte. 

Men  soyn,  I  not,  that  she  yaf  him  hir 
hcrto.  1050 

161.  But  trowely,  the  story  telleth  us, 
Ther  made  never  womman  more  wo 
Than  she,  whan  that  she  falsed  Troilus. 
Sho  seyde,  *  alias  !  for  now  is  cleno  a-go 
My  name  of  trouthe  in  love,  for  over-mo ! 
For  I  have  fulsed  oon,  the  gentilcste 
That  ever  was,  and  oon  the  worthiesto ! 

152.  Alias,  of  me,  nn-to  the  worldes  ende, 
Shttl  neither  been  y-writen  nor  y-songo 
No  good  word,  for  thise  bokes  wol  me 
shcnde,  1060 

O,  rolled  ehal  I  been  on  many  a  tonge  I 


Throngh-out  the  world  my  bello  shal  be 

ronge ; 
And  wommen  most  wol  hate  me  of  alle. 
Alias,  that  swich  a  cas  me  sholde  falle ! 

158.  They  wol  seyn,  in  as  muche  as  in 
me  is,  1065 

I  have  hem  doon  dishonour,  wcylawoy  ! 
Al  be  I  not  the  firste  that  dide  amis, 
What  helpeth  that  to  do  my  blame  awey  ? 
But  sin  I  see  there  is  no  bettre  way, 
And  that  to  late  is  now  for  me  to  rewe, 
To  Diomede  algate  I  wol  bo  trewe.      107 1 

154.  But  Troilus,  sin  I  no  better  may, 
And  sin  that  thus  departon  ye  and  I, 
Yet  preye  I  god,  so  yeve  yow  right  good 

day 
As  for  the  gentileste,  trowely,  1075 

That  over  I  say,  to  sorven  feithfolly. 
And  best  can  ay  his  lady  honour  kepe  :*-^ 
And  with  that  word  she  brast  anon  to 

wepe. 

155.  'And  certes,  yow  ne  haten  shal  I 
never. 

And  freendes  love,  that  shal  ye  han  of 
me,  io8» 

And  my  good  word,  al  mighte  I  liven  ever. 

And,  trewely,  I  wolde  sory  be 
;  For  to  seen  yow  in  adversitee. 

And  g^telces,  I  woot  wel,  I  yow  love  ; 

But  al  shal  passe;  and  thus  take  I  my 
love.*  1085 

156.  But  trewely,  how  longe  it  was  bi- 
twene, 

That  she  for-sook  him  for  this  Diomede, 
Thor  is  non  auctor  telloth  it.  I  wene. 
Take  every  man  now  to  his  bokes  hede ; 
He  shal  no  terme  finden,  out  of  drede. 
For  though  that  ho  bigon  to  wowe  hir 
sone,  1091 

Er  he  hir  wan,  yet  was  ther  more  to  done. 

157.  Ne  me  ne  list  this  sely  womman 
chyde 

Fcrther  than  the  story  wol  devs^se. 
Hir  name,  alias  !  is  publisshed  so  wyde. 
That  for  hir  gilt  it  oughte  y-now  suffysa 
And  if  I  mighte  excuse  hir  any  wyse, 
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For  she  so  soiy  was  for  hir  antrouthe, 
Y-wia,  I  woldo  excuse  hir  yot  for  roathe. 

158.  This  Troilos,  as  I  bifom  have  told, 
Thus  dr.vvoth  forth,  as  wol  as  ho  hath 

might.  I  loi 

But  ofbon  was  his  herte  hoot  and  cold, 
And  namely,  that  ilke  nynthe  night, 
Which   on  the  morwe  slie  haddo  him 

byhight 
To  come  ayein  :  god  wot,  fol  litel  reste 
Haddo  he  that  night ;  no-thing  to  slope 

him  leste.  1106 

150.  The  laurer-cronned  Fhebos,  with  his 
hete, 

Gan,  in  his  conrse  ay  npward  as  he  wente. 

To  warmen  of  fth'  ost  see  the  vrawes  wote  ; 

And  Nisos  donghter  song  with  fresh  en- 
tente, 1 1 10 

Whan  Troilos  liis  Pandaro  after  sente ; 

And  on  the  walles  of  the  toon  they 
pleydo, 

To  loke  if  they  can  seen  ought  of  Criseyde. 

160.  Til  it  was  noon,  they  stoden  for  to 
see 

Who  that  thcr  come ;  and  every  maner 
wight,  1 1 15 

That  cam  fro  fer,  they  seydon  it  was  she, 
Til  that  tbcy  coude  knowon  him  a-right, 
Now  was  his  liorte  dul,  now  was  it  light ; 
And  thus  by-japed  stondon  for  to  stare 
Abonto  nought,  this  Troilus  and  Pandare. 

161.  To  Pandarus  this  Troilus  tho  seyde, 
*  For  ought  I  wot,  bi-for  noon,  sikerly, 
In-to  this  toun  no  comth  nought  here 

Criseyde. 
Sho  hath  y-now  to  done,  hardily,         1124 
To  winnen  from  hir  fader,  so  trowe  I ; 
Hir  oldo  fader  wol  yet  make  hir  dyne 
Kr  that  sho  go ;  god  yeve  his  horte  pyne ! ' 

162.  Pandaro  answerdc,  *  it  may  wel  be, 
ccrteyu ; 

And  for-thy  lat  us  dyne,  I  the©  biseche  ; 
And  after  noon  than  ma3r8t  thou  come 

ayo>-n.'  1130 

And     hoom    tliey    go,    with-outo    more 

speche ; 


And  oomen  ajrein,  but  longo  may  they 

seche 
£r  that  they  flnde  that  they  after  cape  ; 
Fortune  hem  botho  thenketh  for  to  jape. 

168.  Quod  Troilus,  'I  soo  wel  now,  that 
she  1135 

Is  tariod  with  hir  olde  fader  so, 

That  er  she  come,  it  wol  neigh  even  be. 

Com.  forth,  I  wol  un-to  the  yate  go. 

Thise  portours  been  unkonningo  over-mo ; 

And  I  wol  doon  hem  holdon  up  the  yato 

As  nought  ne  were,  al-though  she  come 
late.'  1 141 

164.  The  day  goth  faste,  and  after  that 
comth  eve. 

And  yet  com  nought  to  Troilus  Criseyde. 
He  loketh  forth  by  hegge,  by  tree,  by 

grove. 
And  fer  his  heed  over  the  wal  ho  leydn. 
And  at  the  lasto  he  tomed  him,   and 

seyde,  1146 

•  By  god,  I  woot  hir  mening  now,  Pandare ! 
Al-most,  y-wis,  al  newe  was  my  care. 

165.  Now  doutcles,  this  lady  can  hir 
good; 

I  woot,  she  meneth  r>*den  privcly.        1 150 
I  comende  hir  wysdom,  by  myn  hood  ! 
She  wol  not  makon  peple  n3rccly 
Ghrnre  on  hir,   whan    sho    comth ;    but 

softely 
By  nighte  in-to  the  toun  sho  thenketh 

rydo. 
And,  dere  brother,  thenk  not  longe  t' 

abyde.  1155 

166.  We  han  nought  elles  for  to  doon, 
y-wis. 

And  Pandarus,  now  woltow  trowen  me? 
Have  here  my  trouthe,  I  see  hir !  yond 

she  is. 
Heve  up  thyn  eyen,  man !  maystow  not 

see?' 
Pandare  answerdc,  *  nay,  so  mote  I  thoe  ! 
Al  wrong,  by  god ;  what  soystow,  man, 

wherart?  1161 

That  I  see  yond  uis  but  a  fare-cart.' 

167.  *  Alias,  thou  seist  right  sooth,'  quod 
Troilus  ; 

^  But  hardoly,  it  is  not  al  for  nought  1164 
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Tliat  in  myn  herto  I  now  rejo^'M  thuB. 
It  is  aycin  som  g^ood  I  have  a  thought. 
Noot  I  not  how,   but    Bui    that  I  was 

wrought, 
No  folte  I  swich  a  confort,  dar  I  leye ; 
Sho  comth  to-night,  my  lyf,  that  dorste 

I  leye ! ' 

108.  Pandarc  answcrdo,  '  it  may  be  wel, 

y-nough  ' ;  ii7«> 

And  held  with  him  of  al  that  ever  ho 

scyde ; 
But  in  liis  hcrto  ho  thonghto,  and  softe 

lough, 
And  to  him-self  ful  sobrely  he  soydo  : 
'  From  hasol-wwle,  thcr  Joly  Robin  ployde, 
Sliul  come    al    that  that  thou  aVydest 

here;  "75 

Yo,  faro-wel  al  the  snow  of  feme  yore !  * 

160.  Tlio  wardoin  of  the  yatos  gan  to  calle 
Tlio  folk  which  that  with-oute  the  yates 

were, 
And  bod  horn  dryven  in  hir  bostes  alio, 
Or  ul  tlio  night  they  mosto  bloven  there. 
And  fcr  with-in  the  night,  with  many 

ft terc,  1181 

This  Troilus  gan  hoomward  for  to  ryde  ; 
For  wel  he  sooth  it  helpeth  nought  t'a- 

bydo. 

1 70    But  natholes,  ho  gladded  him  in  this ; 
Ho  though  to  ho  misacountod  hadde  his 

day,  1185 

And  seydo,  '  I  undorstonde  have  al  a-mis. 
For  thilko  night  I  last  Criseyde  say, 
She  scydo,  '*  I  sliol  ben  here,  if  that  I 

may, 
Kr  that  the  mono,  O  doro  herte  swote ! 
The  Ly^on  imsse,  out  of  this  Arioto.*'    1 190 

171.  For  which  she  may  yet  holde  al  hir 

bihoste.' 
And  on  the  morwo  un-to  the  yate  he 

wente. 
And  up  and  down,  by  west  and  cok  by 

cstc, 
I'p-on  tlie  walles  made  ho  many  a  wente. 
But  al  for  nought ;  liis  hope  alwey  him 

blente ;  1195 


For  which  at  night,  in  sorwo  and  ^kes 

■ore 
Ho   wonto    him    hoom,  with-onton  any 

more. 

172.  This  hope  al  clcno  out  of  his  herte 
fleddo, 

He  nath  wher-on  now  longer  for  to  htmge ; 
But  for  the  "peyne  him  thoughte  his  herto 

bledde,  ij(x> 

So  were  his  throwes  sharpe  and  wonder 

stronge. 
For  when  he  saugh  that  she  abood  so 

longe, 
Ho  nisto  what  he  juggen  of  it  mighto, 
Sin  she  hath  broken  that  she  him  bi- 

highte. 

173.  The  thridde,  ferthe,  fifko,  8ixt«  day 
After  tho  dayos  ten,  of  which  I  tolde, 
Bitwixen  hope  and  dredo  his  herte  lay, 
Yet  som-what  tmstinge  on  hir  host esoUlo. 
But  whan  he  saugh  she  nolde  hir  termo 

holde. 
Ho  can  now  seen  non  other  rcmed yo,  uio 
But  for  to  shape  him  sone  for  to  dyo. 

174.  Ther-with  the  wikkod  spirit,  g<Kl  ui 
blosso. 

Which  that  men  clepeth  wode  jalousye, 
dan  in  him  crepe,  in  al  this  hevinessc ; 
For  which,  by-cause  ho  wolde  sono  dyo. 
Ho  no  eet  ne  dronk,  for  his  malenoolyo, 
An<l  eek  from  every  comi>anye  he  fledde ; 
This  was  the  lyf  that  al  tho  tyme  ho 
ledde. 

175.  He  so  defet  was,  that  no  manor  man 
Unnethe  mighte  him    knowo    ther   ho 

wente ;  1220 

So  was  he  lone,  and  thor-to  i>ale  and  wan. 
And  feble,  that  ho  walkoth  by  potent« ; 
And  with  his  ire  ho   thus   him-selven 

shonte. 
And  who-so  axed  him  wher-of  him  smerto, 
He  seydo,  his  harm  was  al  abonte  his 

herte.  1225 

176.  Pr>'am  ful  ofte,  and  eek  his  moder 
doro. 

His  brctheren  and  his  sustren  gonne  him 
freyne 


3i6 


t!^rotfti0  dnb  Criee^e. 


[Book  V. 


Why  ho  so  sorwlVil  was  in  al  his  choro, 
And  what  thing  was  the  cause  of  al  his 

pcyne  ? 
Bat  al  for  nought;  he  nolde  his  cause 

plej-ne,  1230 

But  seydo,  he  fclto  a  grevous  maladye 
A-bouto  l»iH  herte,  and  fayn  ho  woldo  dye. 

177    So  on  a  day  he  leyde  him  doun  to 

slepe, 
And    so    bifol    that    in    his    sleep  him 

thonghte, 
That  in  a  forest  faste  ho  welk  to  wepe   1255 
For  love  of  hir  that  him  these  peynes 

wroughte  ; 
And  up  and  doun  as  he  the  forest  soughte, 
Ho  metto  ho  saugh  a  boor  with  tuskes 

gretc, 
That  sleep  ayein  the  bright  sonnes  heto. 

178.  And  by  this  boor,  faste  in  his  ormes 
folde,  1240 

Lay  kissing  ay  his  lady  bright  Criseydo : 
For  sorwe  of  which,   whan  ho   it    gan 

biholde, 
And  for  despyt,  out  of  his  slepe  he  breyde, 
And  loudo  he  cryde  on  Pandarus,  and 

seyde, 
•O  Pandarus,  now   knowe    I  crop  and 

rote !  1245 

I  nam  but  doed,  ther  nis  non  other  bote  ! 

179.  My  lady  bright  Criseyde  hath  me 
bitrayod, 

In  whom  I  trusted  most  of  any  wight, 
She    elles-where    hath    now    hir    herto 

apayed  ; 
The  blisfal   goddes,    through  hir  grete 

might,  1250 

Han  in  my  dreem  y-shewed  it  ful  right. 
Thus  in    my    droem    Criseyde    I    have 

biholdo  '— 
And  al  this  thing  to  Pandarus  he  tolde. 

180.  '  O  my  Criseyde,  alias !  what  subtil- 
tee. 

What  newe  lust,  what  beauteo,  what 
science,  1255 

What  wratthe  of  juste  cAuse  have  ye  to 
mo? 

What  g^t  of  me,  what  fel  experience 

Hath  fro  me  raft,  alias !  thyn  advertence? 


0  trust,  O  feyth,  O  dope  asCuraunce, 
Who  hath  me  reft  Criseyde,  al  my  pie- 

saunco  ?  1260 

181.  Alias !  why  leet  I  you  from  hcnnes 

go, 
For  which  wel   neigh   out  of  my  wit  I 

breyde  ? 
Wlio  shal  now  trowe  on  any  otlies  mo  ? 
God  wot  I  wende,  O  lady  bright,  Criseyde, 
That  every  word  was  gospel  that  ye  seyde ! 
But  who  may  bet  bigylen,  if  him  liste,  126^1 
Than  he  on  whom  men  weneth  best  to 

triste? 

182.  What  shal  I  doon,   my  Pandarus, 
alias! 

1  fele  now  so  sharpe  a  newe  peyne. 
Sin  that  ther  is  no  remedie  in  this  cas. 
That  bet  were  it  I  with    myn   hondes 

tweyne  1271 

My-selven  slow,  than  alwey  thus  to  pleyne. 
For  through  my  deeth  my  wo  sholdo  han 

an  endo, 
Ther  every  day  with  lyf  my-self  I  shende.' 

183.  Pandare  answorde  and  seyde,  'alias 
the  whyle  1275 

That  I  was  bom ;  have  I  not  seyd  cr  this, 
That  dremes  many  a  manor  man  bigyle? 
And  why?  for  folk  expounden  hem  a-mis. 
How  darstow  seyn  that  fals  thy  lady  is. 
For  any  dreem,  right  for  thyn  oweno 

drede?  1280 

Lat  be  this  thought,  thou  canst  no  dremes 

rede. 

184.  Paraunter,  ther  thou  dremest  of  tliis 
boor. 

It  may  so  be  that  it  may  signifye 
Hir  fader,  which  that  old  is  and  cck  hoor, 
Ayein  the  sonne  lyth,  on  poynt  to  dye,  1 285 
And  she  for  sorwe  ginneth  wepe  and  crj'e. 
And  kisseth  him,   ther  he  lyth  on  the 

g^ounde ; 
Thus  shuldestow  thy  dreem  a-right  cx- 

pounde.' 

185.  'How  mighte  I  thanne  do?'  qiio<l 
Troilus, 

'To  knowe  of  this,  ye,  were  it  never  so 
lyte?'  1290 
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'  Now  soystow  wysly,*  qnod  thisPandanu, 
'  My  rood  is  this,   sin   thou  canst  wcl 

endytp, 
That  hastoly  a  lettro  thou  hir  wryte, 
Thorufi^h  which  thou  shalt  wel  bringen  it 

alK>utc, 
To  knowe  a  sooth  of  that  thou  art  in 

douto.  1^5 

ISO.  And  SCO  now  why ;  for  this  I  d^  wel 

sej-n, 
That  if  so  is  that  sho  untrewe  be, 
I  fan  not  trowo  that  sho  wol  wryte  ayeyn. 
And  if  sho  wr>'to,  thou  shalt  ful  sono  see, 
As  whether  sho  hath  any  libertco        1300 
To  conic  oycin,  or  dies  in  som  clause, 
It' sho  l>c  let,  she  wol  ossig^o  a  cause. 

IhT.  Tlxou  hast  not  writen  hir  sin  that 
sho  wcnte, 

Nor  she  to  tliee,  and  this  I  dorsto  leyc, 

Thcr  may  swioh  cause  been  in  hir  en- 
tente, 1305 

That  hardely  thou  wolt  thy-selven  sejre. 

That  hir  a-lKKHl  the  bcsto  is  for  yow  tweye. 

Xow  wryto  hir  tlianno,  and  thou  shalt 
fele  sono 

A  sot  1)0  of  al;  ther  is  no  more  to  done.' 

1H«.  Acorded  been  to  this  conclusioun,  1310 
And  that  anoon,  theso  iiko  lordes  two; 
And  hastoly  sit  Troihis  adoun. 
And  rolletli  in  liis  herte  to  and  fro, 
How  ho  may  Ijcst  discryven  hir  his  wo. 
And  to  Criseyde,  his  owcno  lady  dere,  1315 
Ho  wroot  right  thus,  and  seyde  as  ye  may 
here. 

1H9.  'Bight  frcsslio  flour,   whos  I  have 

been  and  shal, 
With-outen  part  of  ollcs-where  servyse, 
With  hcrtc,  Ixnly,  lyf,  lust,  thought,  and 

al; 
I,  wr)ful  wight,  in  every  humble  wyse  1320 
That  tongo  telle  or  herte  may  devjrse. 
As  ofTte  as  matoro  occupyoth  place. 
Me  recomaundo  uu-to  your  noble  grace. 

190.  Lyketh  it  yow  to  witen,  swete  herte. 
As  ye  wel  knowe  how  longe  tyme  agoon 
That  yo  me  lafte  in  aspre  peynes  smerte, 


Whan  that  ye  wento,  of  whicli  jret  bote 
noon  1337 

Have  I  non  had,  but  over  wors  bigoon 

Fro  day  to  day  am  I,  and  so  mot  dwello. 

While  it  yow  list,  of  welo  and  wo  my 
welle !  1330 

191.  For  which,  to  yow,  with  drcdful 
herte  trewe, 

I  wrjrte,  as  he  that  sorwe  dryilh  to  vnyte. 
My  wo,  that  every  houre  cncreseth  newe, 
Compleyninge  as  I  dar  or  can  cndj'to. 
And  that  defaced  is,  that  may  yo  wyto  1335 
The  teres,  which  that  fVo  myn  e3'en  reyne, 
That  wolde  speke,  if  that  they  conde,  and 
pleyne. 

192.  Yow  first  biseche  I,  that  .your  e>'en 
clere 

To  look  on  this  defouled  yo  not  holdc  ; 
And  over  al  this,  that  ye,  my  lady  dero, 
Wol  voucho-sauf  this  lettre  to biholde.  1 34 1 
And  by  the  cause  eek  of  my  cares  colde. 
That  sleeth  my  wit,  if  ought  amis  mo 

asterte, 
For-yeve  it  me,  myn  oweno  swete  horto. 

193.  If  any  servant  dorsto  or  oughto  of 
right  i.v»5 

Up-on  his  lady  pitously  comple^mo. 
Than  wcne  I,  that  ich  oughte  be  that 

wight. 
Considered  this,  that  ye  these  monthcs 

tweyne 
Han  tario<l,   ther    ye    sc^'den,   sooth   to 

sej'no. 
But  dayes  ten  3'c  nolde  in  ost  sojourue,  1^* 
But  in  two  monthes  yet  ye  not  retoume. 

194.  But  for-as-mucho  as  me  mot  nctles 
lyke 

Al  that  yow  list,  I  dar  not  pleyne  more, 
But  humblelj'  with  sorwful  sykcs  S3*ko  ; 
Yow  wryte  ich  myn  unresty  sorwes  sore, 
Fro  day  to  day  dcsyring  ever-more      1356 
To  knowon  fully,  if  your  wil  it  were, 
How  ye  han  fcrd  and  doon,  whyl  yo  bo 
there. 

195.  The  whos  wel-fare  and  hole  eek  god 
cncresse  1359 

In  honour  swich,  that  upward  in  degree 
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It  g^we  alwoy,  so  that  it  nover  oesBo ; 
Right  as  j-our  horte  ay  con,  my  hidy  free, 
Devyso,  I  prey  to  go<l  so  moto  it  he. 
And  grannte  it  that  yo  sone  np-on  me 

rewe 
As  wisly  OS  in  al  I  am  yow  trewe.        1365 

10^  And  if  yow  lyketh  knowen  of  the  fare 
Of  mo,  whos  wo  ther  may  no  wight  dis- 

cryvo, 
I  can  no  more  but,  chaste  of  every  care, 
At  wrsrtinge  of  this  lettre  I  was  on-lyve, 
Al  redy  out  my  woful  gost  to  drjnre ;  1370 
Which  I  delaye,  and  holde  him  yet  in 

honde, 
Upon  the  sight  of  matere  of  yonr  sonde. 

107.  Myn  eyen  two,  in  veyn  with  which 

I  see, 
Of  sorwofhl  tores  solto  am  waxen  welles ; 
My  song,  in  ploynte  of  myn  odversitee ; 
]£y  good  in  harm ;  myn  ese  eek  waxen 

hello  is.  1376 

My  joye,  in  wo ;  I  can  soy  yow  nought 

dies. 
But  turned  is,  for  which  my  lyf  I  warie, 
Everich  joye  or  cse  in  his  contrarie. 

198.  Wliich   with  your    cominge    hoom 

aycin  to  Troyo  1380 

Yo  may  rcdrosso,  and,  more  a  thousand 

sythe 
Than  over  ich  hadde,  oncresen  in  me  joye. 
For  was  ther  novcr  herto  yet  so  blythe 
To  hon  his  Ijrf,  as  I  shol  been  as  swythe 
As  I  yow  see ;   and,  though  no  manor 

routhe  1385 

Commeve    yow,  yet    thinketh    on   your 

trouthe. 

1€9.  And  if  so  bo  my  gilt  hath  deeth 

deserved. 
Or  if  you  list  no  more  up-on  me  see, 
In  guerdon  yet  of  that  I  have  jrou  served, 
Biseche  I  yow,  myn  hertes  lady  free,  1390 
That  hcro-upon  ye  wolden  wrjrto  me, 
For  lovo  of  god,  my  righte  lode-eterre, 
Ther  deeth  may  make  an  ende  of  al  my 

worrc. 

200.  If  other  cause  aught  doth  yow  for  to 
dwolle,  1394 

That  with  your  lettre  yo  me  reoomforto ; 


For  though  to  mo  jrour  absence  is  an  hello, 
With  pacienco  I  wol  my  wo  comporto. 
And   with    your    lottro   of   hope    I  wol 

desporte. 
Xow  wryteth,  swete,  and  lat  me  thus  not 

pleyne ; 
With  hope,  or  deeth,  delivereth  me  fro 

peyne,  140;! 

201.  Y-wis,  myn  owene  dere  herte  trowc, 
I  woot  that,  whan  ye  next  up-on  me  sec, 
So  lost  have  I  myn  hole  and  eek  myn  hewe, 
Criseyde  shal  nought  conne  knowe  me ! 
Y-wis,  myn  hertes  day,  my  lady  free,  1405 
So  thursteth  ay  myn  herte  to  biholde 
Yourbeautee,  that  my  lyf  unnethe  I  holdc. 

202.  I  sey  no  more,  al  have  I  for  to  scyo 
To  you  wel  more  than  I  telle  may ;  1409 
But  whether  that  yo  do  me  live  or  deyc, 
Yet  pray  I  god,  so  yeve  yow  right  good  day. 
And  fareth  wel,  goodly  fayre  fresshe  may. 
As  ye  that  lyf  or  deeth  me  may  comaunde ; 
And  to  your  trouthe  ay  I  me  recomaunde 

203.  W^itli  hnlo  swich  that,  but  yo  yeven 
me  1415 

The  same  hole,  I  shal  noon  hole  have. 
In  you  lyth,  whan  yow  list  that  it  so  bo, 
The  day  in  whicli  me  clothen  shal  my 

grave. 
In  yow  my  lyf,  in  yow  might  for  to  save 
Me  from  diseso  of  alio  peynes  smerte  ;  1420 
And  fore  now  wel,  myn  owene  swete  herte ! 

Le  vostre  T.' 

204.  This  lettre  forth  was  sent    un-to 
Criseyde, 

Of  which  hir  answere  in  effect  was  this ; 
Ful  pitously  she  wroot  asrein,  and  seydc. 
That  al-so  sone  as  that  she  might,  y-wis. 
She  wolde  come,  and  mende  al  that  was 

mis.  1426 

And  fynally  she  wroot  and  seydo  him 

thanne. 
She  wolde  como,  ye,  but  she  nisto  whanno. 

205.  But  in  hir  lettre  mode  sho  swich 
fcstes, 

That  wondor  was.  and  sweroth  sho  lovcth 
him  best,  1430 

Of  which  ho  fond  bat  botmolees  bihcstea 
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But  Troilns,  thou  mayst  now,  est  or  west, 
PjTK)  in  an  ivy  loef,  if  that  thee  lest ; 
Tlius  Rooth  the  world ;  god  shilde  ns  fro 

mischaunco, 
And  every  wight  that  meneth  tronthe 

avaunce !  i435 

206.  Encreson  gan  the  wo  fro  day  to  night 
Of  Troilus,  for  taryinge  of  Crisoyde ; 
And  lesson  gan   his  hope  and   eek  his 

might, 
For  which  al  down  ho  in  his  bed  him 

leyde  ; 
He  ne  oet,  ne  dronk,  ne  sleep,  no  word  he 

scydo,  1440 

Imagininge  ay  that  slio  was  nnkinde ; 
For  which  wol  neigh  ho  wex  out  of  his 

minde. 

207.  Tliis  drecm,  of  which  I  told  have  eek 
bifom, 

May  never  come  out  of  his  remcmbraunce ; 
Ho  thoughto  ay  wel  ho  hadde  his  lady 

lorn,  1445 

And  that  Jovcs,  of  his  purveyaunce, 
Him  shewed  liaddo  in  sleep  the  signifi- 

aunco 
Of  hir  untrouthe  and  his  disaventure, 
And  that  tho  boor  was  shewed  him  in 

figure. 

'20S,  For  wliich  ho  for  Sibille  his  snster 
sen  to,  1450 

Tliat  called  was  Cassandro  eek  al  aboute  ; 
And  al  his  dreem  lie  tolde  hir  er  he  stente, 
And  hir  bisoughte  assoilen  him  the  doute 
Of  tho  strongo  boor,  with  tuskes  stoute  ; 
And  fynally,  with-inne  a  litol  stoundo, 
Cassandre  him  gan  right  thus  his  dreem, 
expoundo.  1456 

209.  She  gan  first  smyle,  and  seyde,  '  O 

brother  dere, 
Tf  thou  a  sooth  of  this  desyrest  knowe, 
Thou  most  a  fewe  of  oldo  stories  here, 
To  purpos,  how  that  fortune  over-throwe 
Hath  lordes  olde  ;  through  which,  with- 
inne  a  throwo,  1461 
Thou  wel  this  l)oor  shalt  knowe,  and  of 

what  kinde 
He  comcn  is,  as  men  in  bokes  finde. 


210.  Diane,  which  that  wrooth  was  and  in 
ire 

For  Grekes  nolde  doon  hir  sacrifyse,  1465 
Ne  enoens  ui>-on  hir  auter  sotte  a-fyre. 
She,  for  that  Grekes  gonne  hir  so  dispyse, 
Wrak  hir  in  a  wonder  cruel  wyse. 
For  with  a  boor  as  greet  as  0x0  in  stallo 
She  made  up  frete  hir  corn  and  vynes  alle. 

211.  To  slee  this  boor  was  al  the  contreo 
reysed,  1471 

A-monges  which  ther  com,  this  boor  to  see, 
A  mayde,   oon  of  this  world  tho    best 

y-preysed ; 
And  Meleagro,  lord  of  that  contree, 
He  lovede  so  this  fresshe  mayden  free  1475 
That  with  his  manhod,  er  he  wolde  stente, 
This  boor  he  slow,  and  hir  the  heed  he 

sente ; 

212.  Of  which,  as  olde  bokes  tellen  us, 
Ther  roos  a  contek  and  a  greet  cnvye  ; 
And  of  this  lord  descended  Tydeus      1480 
By  ligne,  or  elles  olde  bokes  lye  ; 

But  how  this  Meleagre  gan  to  dye 
Thorugh  his  moder,  wol  I  yow  not  telle, 
For  al  to  long  it  were  for  to  dwelle.' 


[Ai'ffument  of  the  m  Books  0/ Statins* 
Thebais.] 

Associat  profugum  Tideo  primus  Polimi- 

tem ; 
Tidea  legatum  docet  insidiasque  secundut : 
Tercitts  Hemoniden  can  it  et  vates  lati- 

tantes; 
Quartus  habet  reges  ineuntes  prclia  sep- 

tem;  4 

Mox  furie  Lenne  quinto  narratur  et  angois ; 
Archimori  bustum  sexto  ludique  legnntur ; 
Dat    Graios   Thebes  et  vatem    aeptimua 

vmbris; 
Octauo  cecidit  Tideus,  spes,  vita  Pelasgis ; 
Ypomedon   fiono    moritur    cum  Partho- 

nopeo ;  9 

Fulmine     ])ercussus,     decimo     Capaneus 

8ui)oratur ; 

Vndedmo    sese    perimunt  -per    ^lUnera 

fratres ; 

Argiuam    flcntem    narrat  duodenus   et 

igncm.  12 
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218.  She  tolda  eek  how  Tydeus,  or  she 
stento,  1485 

Un-to  tho  strongo  citee  of  Thobes, 
To  cleymo  kingdom  of  the  citee,  wente, 
For  his  fclawo,  dann  Poljrmites, 
Of  which  tho  brother,  daun  Ethyocles, 
JPul    wrongfully    of    Thebes    held    the 
strengtlio ;  1490 

Tliis  tolde  she  by  proces,  al  by  lengthe. 

214.  She  tolde  eek  how  Hemonides  asterte, 
WhanTydous  slough  fifty  knightes  stoute. 
She  tolde  eek  al  the  prophesyes  by  horte, 
And  how  that  seveno  kinges,  with  hir 

route,  1495 

Bisegeden  the  citee  al  aboute  ; 
And  of  the  holy  serpent,  and  the  wello, 
And  of  the  furies,  al  she  gan  him  telle. 

215.  Of   Archimoris    buryinge    and    the 
pleyes, 

And   how  Amphiorax    fil    through    the 
grounde,  1500 

How  Tydeus  was  slajm,  lord  of  Argeyes, 
And  how  Yix>medoun  in  litol  stounde 
Was   dreynt,  and    deed    Parthonope  of 

wounde ; 
And  also  how  Cappan(^us  the  proudo 
With  thonder-dint  was  slayn,  that  cryde 
londe.  1505 

216.  She  gan  eek  telle  him  how  that 
either  brother, 

Ethyoclcs  and  Polimyie  also. 
At  a  scamiyche,  eche  of  hem  slongh  other. 
And  of  Argyves  wepinge  and  hir  wo ; 
And  how  the  town  was  brent  she  tolde 
eek  tho.  1510 

And  so  descendeth  donn  from  gostes  olde 
To  Diomede,  and  thus  she  spak  and  tolde. 

217.  '  This  ilke  boor  bitokneth  Diomede, 
Tydeus  sone,  that  doun  descended  is 
Fro  Meleagre,   that  made  tho    boor   to 

blode.  1515 

And  thy  lady,  wher-so  sho  be,  y-wis, 
This  Diomede  hir  herto  hath,  and  sho  his. 
Weep  if  thou  wolt,  or  leef ;   for,  out  of 

doute, 
This  Diomede  is  inne,  and  thou  art  onto.' 


218.  ^Thou  seyst  nat  sooth,*  quod  ho, 
*  thou  sorceresse, 

With  al  thy  false  goost  of  prophcsyo !  153 1 
Thou  wenest  been  a  greet  devyneressc  ; 
Now  seestow  not  this  fool  of  fantasy e 
Poyneth  hir  on  ladyes  for  to  lye  ? 
Awcy,'  quotl  ho,   'ther  Joves  yeve  theo 

sorwe !  15^5 

Thou  shalt  be  fals,  paraunter,  yet  to> 

morwe ! 

219.  As  wel  thou  mightest  lyen  on  Alccsto, 
That  was  of  creatures,  but  men  lye. 
That  ever  weren,  kindest  and  the  beste. 
For  whanne  hir  housbonde  was  in  ju- 

partye  1530 

To  dye  him-self,  but-if  she  wolde  dye, 
She    chees  for  him  to    dye  and  go  to 

helle, 
And  starf  anoon,  as  us  the  bokes  telle.' 

220.  Cassandre  goth,  and  ho  with  cruel 
herte  1554 

For-yat  his  wo,  for  angre  of  hir  specho ; 
And  from  his  bed  al  sodeinly  ho  stertc. 
As  though  al  hool  him  hadde  y-mad  a 
leche.  1537 

And  day  by  day  he  gan  enquero  and  secho 
A  sooth  of  this,  with  al  his  fullo  euro  ; 
And  thus  he  dryeth  forth  his  aventure. 

221.  Fortune,  whiche  that  permutaciouu 
Of  thinges  hath,  as  it  is  hir  committed 
Through  pnrveyaunce  and  disposicioun 
Of  heighe  Jove,  as  regnes  shal  ben  flitted 
Fro  folk  in  folk,  or  whan  they  shal  ben 

smitted,  1545 

Gan  pnlle  awey  the  fetheros  brighte  of 

Troye 
Fro  day  to  day,  til  they  ben  bare  of  joye. 

222.  Among  al  this,  the  fyn  of  the  parodie 
Of  Ector  gan  approchen  wonder  bly\'0 ; 
The  fate  wolde  his  soule  sholde  unbodie, 
And  shapen  hadde  a  mono  it  out  to  dryvo ; 
Ayeins  which  fate  him  helpeth  not  to 

stryvo ;  1552 

But  on  a  day  to  fighten  gan  he  wende, 
At  which,  alias!    he  caughte  his  l>'ves 

cndo. 
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223.  For  \vhich  mo  thinkoth  ovcry  maner 
wight  1555 

Thnt  liauutcth  armcs  oiighto  to  biwajlc 
Tliu  dncth  of   him  tliat  was    so    noble 

a  knight ; 
For  as  ho  droiigh  a  king  by  th'avontaylo, 
Unwar  of  this,  Achilles  through  tho  mayle 
And  through  the  Ixnly  gau  him  for  to 

rj-ve ;  1560 

And  thus  this  worthy  knight  was  brought 

of  ly  ve. 

224.  For  whom,  as  oldo  bokes  tellen  us. 
Was  maad  swich  wo,  that  tonge  it  may 

not  telle ; 
And  namely,  tho  W)rwe  <^f  Troilus,       1564 
TliJit  next  him  was  of  worthinosso  wollo. 
And  in  this  wo  gan  Troilus  to  dwello, 
That,  what  for  w^rwc,  and  lovo,  and  for 

nnresto, 
Ful  ofto  a  day  ho  bad  his  horto  breste. 

225.  But   natheles,  though  ho  gan  him 
disi)e>'TO,  1569 

And  dniddo  ay  that  his  lady  was  untrewe, 
Yet  ay  on  liir  his  horto  gan  repcyro. 
And  as  those  loveres  doon,  ho  soughto  ay 

iiowc 
To  geto  aycin  Criseydo,  bright  of  howe. 
And  in  his  hcrto  ho  wonto  Iiir  cxcusinge, 
Tliat  Calkas  canse<lo  al  hir  taryinge.    1575 

22<).  And   ofto   tj-nui   ho  was  in  purpos 

greto 
irim-aelvon  lyk  u  pilgrim  to  disgyso. 
To  seen  hir ;  but  lio  may  not  contrefute 
To  been   unknowen  of  folk  that  weren 

W5-80,  1579 

Xo  Undo  excuse  aright  tluit  may  suff^'SOf 
Tf  he  among  the  Orokes  knowen  were  ; 
For  which  ho  weep  ful  ol"te  nuiny  a  tere. 

227.  To  hir  he  wroot  yet  ofto  tyme  al 

nowe 
Ful  ])itously,  ho  lofto  it  nought  for  slouthc, 
Biseching  liir  that,  sin  that  ho  was  trowe, 
•j-She  woldo  come  ayoin  and  holdo  hir 

troutho.  1586 

For  which    Criseydo    up-on    a  day,   for 

routhe, 
I  take  it  so,  touchingo  al  this  matere, 
Wrot  him  ayeiu,  and  seydo  as  yo  may 

hero. 


228.  ^  Cnpydos  sono,  ensamplo  of  goodli- 
hede,  1590 

0  swerd  of  knighthod,  sours  of  gentilossc ! 
How  mighto  a  wight  in  torment  and  in 

dredo 
And  helelees,  yow  sonde  ns  yet  gladnesso? 

1  hertolees,  I  syke,  I  in  distrosno  ;  15^4 
Sin  ye  with  me,  nor  I  with  yow  may  dole, 
Yow  neither  sonde  ich  hcrto  meaner  helo. 

229.  Your  lettres    ful,   the    impir   al  y- 
pleynted, 

Conseyved  hath  mj-n  liertes  pietee  ; 
I  have  eck  seyn  with  teres  al  depej'nted 
Your  lettre,  and  how  that  ye  requeren  mo 
To  come  a^'oin,  which  yet  ne  may  not  be. 
But  why,  lest  that  this  lettre  founden 
were,  1603 

No  mencioun  ne  make  I  now,  for  fere. 

280.  Grevous  to  me,  god  woot,  is  your 

unrcste, 
Your  haste,   and   that,   the   goddes    or- 

denaunce,  1605 

It  someth  not  yo  take  it  for  the  beste. 
Nor    other   thing   nis   in   your   remem- 

braunce. 
As  thinketh  me,  but  onlj'  your  plesauncc. 
But  both  not  wrooth,  and  that  I  3'ow 

biseche ;  1609 

For  that  I  tarie,  is  al  for  wikked  speche. 

231.  For  I  have  herd  wel  more  than  I 
wcnde, 

Touchinge  us  two,  how  thingos  haii  y- 

stonde ; 
Which  I  shal  with  dissimulinge  amende. 
And  beth  nought  wrooth,   I  have    cek 

understonde,  161 4. 

How  ye  ne  doon  but  holden  mo  in  honde. 
But  now  no  fors,  I  can  not  in  yow  gesso 
But  alio  troutho  and  alio  gentilesse. 

232.  Comen  I  wol,  but  yet  in  swich  dis- 
joj-nto 

I  stondo  as  now,  that  what  yecr  or  what 

day 
That  this  shal  l)e,  that  can  I  not  apoynte. 
But  in  effect,  I  prey  yow,  as  I  may,     1621 
Of  your  good  word  and  of  your  frondship 

ay. 
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For  trewely,  whyl  that  my  lyf  may  dare, 
Ab  for  a  freend.  ye  may  in  me  asflure. 

288.  Yet  preyo  I  yow  on  yvei  ye  no  take, 
That  it  ia  short  which   that  I  to  yow 

wryte ;  1626 

I  dar  not,  thcr  I  am,  wel  Icttres  make. 
Ne  never  yet  no  conde  I  wel  ondyte. 
£ek  greet  effect  men  -wrytQ  in  place  lyte. 
Th'entente  is  al,  and  nonght  the  lettres 

space ;  1630 

And  fareth  now  wel,  god  have  you  in  his 

grace! 

La  vostre  C 

284.  This  Troilns  this  lettre  thooghte  al 
straungc, 

Whan  ho  it  sangh,  and  sorwefally  he 

sighte ; 
Him    thoughto    it    lyk    a    kalendes    of 

channge ; 
Bat  fynally,  ho  fal  ne  trowen  mighte  1655 
That  she  no  wolde  him  holden  that  she 

highto ; 
For  with  ful  yvol  wil  list  him  to  leve 
That  loveth  wol,  in  swich  cas,  though 

him  greve. 

285.  But  nathcles,  men  aeyn  that,  at  the 
laste,  1639 

For  any  thing,  men  shol  the  sothe  see ; 
And  swich  a  cas  bitidde,  and  that  as  faste. 
That  Troilns  wel  anderstood  that  she 
Nas  not  so  kinde  as  that  hir  oughte  be. 
And  fynally,  ho  woot  now,  oat  of  doate. 
That  al  is  lost  that  he  hath  been  aboate. 

286.  Stood  on  a  day  in  his  malencolye  1646 
This  Troilns,  and  in  su8i>ecioan 

Of  hir  for  whom  ho  wendo  for  to  dye. 
And  so  bifcl,  that  throagh«oat  Troye  toan, 
As  was  the  gyse,  y-boro  was  np  and  doon 
A  manor  cote-armure,  as  seyth  the  storie, 
Biforn  Deiphebe,  in  signe  of  his  victorie, 

237.  Tho  whiche  coto,  as  toUeth  Lollins, 
Deiphebe  it  hadde  y-rent  from  Diomede 
The  same  day ;  and  whan  this  Troilns  1655 
It  saagh,  he  gan  to  taken  of  it  hode, 
Avysing  of  the  lengthe  and  of  the  brode, 
And  al  tho  work ;  but  as  he  gan  biholde, 
Fal  sodeinly  his  herte  gan  to  colde. 


288.  As  he  that  on  the  coler  fond  with- 
inne  i66t> 

A  broche,  that  he  Criseyde  yaf  that  morwe 
That  she  from  Troyo  moste  nodes  twinne, 
In  remembraunce  of  him  and  of  his  sorwe ; 
And  she  him  leyde  ayein  hir  fcyth  to 
borwe  1664 

To  kepe  it  ay ;  bat  now,  fal  wol  he  vriste, 
His  lady  nas  no  longer  on  to  triste. 

289.  He  gfooth  him  hoom,  and  g^an  ful 
sone  sonde 

For  Pandaras  ;  and  al  this  newe  chaunce. 
And  of  this  broche,  he  tolde  him  word 

and  ende,  1669 

Compleyninge  of  hir  hertes  variaance. 
His  longe  love,  his  trouthe,  and  his  pen- 

aunce; 
And  afler  deeth,  with-outen  wordes  more, 
Fal  faste  he  crydc,  his  reste  him  to  restore. 

240.  Than  spak  he  thus,   'O  lady  m^ni 
Criseyde, 

Wher  is  your  feyth,  and  whcr  is  your 

biheste?  1675 

Wher  is  your  love,  wher  is  your  trouthe  ?  * 

he  seyde ; 
*  Of  Diomede  have  yo  now  al  this  fcsto ! 
Alias,  I  woldo  have  trowed  at  the  lesto, 
That,  sin  ye  nolde  in  trouthe  to  me  stondc, 
That  yo  thus  nolde  ban  holden  mo  in 
honde !  1680 

241.  Who  shal  now  tiowe  on  any  othes 
mo? 

Alias,  I  never  wolde  han  wend,  or  this, 
That  yo,  Criseyde,  coude  han  chaunged  so ; 
Ne,  but  I  hadde  o-gilt  and  doon  amis,  1684 
So  cruel  wendo  I  not  your  herto,  y-wis, 
To  sloe  me  thus;    alias,  your   name  of 

trouthe 
Is  now  for-doon,  and  that  is  al  my  routhe. 

242.  Was  ther  non  other  broche  yow  liste 
lete 

To  feffe  with  your  newe  lovo,*quod  he,  1689 
'  But  thilke  broche  that  I,  with  teres  weto, 
Yow  yaf,  as  for  a  remembraunce  of  mo  ? 
Non  other  cause,  alias,  ne  hadde  ye 
But  for  despyt,  and  eok  for  that  ye  mente 
Al-oatrely  to  shewen  your  entente ! 
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243.  Through  which  I  see  that  clene  out 
ofyoarminde  1695 

Ye  han  mo  cast,  and  I  ne  can  nor  may, 
For  al  this  world,  with-in  myn  horte  finde 
T  nnloven  yow  a  quarter  of  a  day ! 
In  cursed  tyme  I  bom  was,  weylaway  I 
That  ye,  that  doon  mo  al  this  wo  endure, 
Yet  love  I  best  of  any  creature.  1701 

244.  Now  god,*  quod  he,  '  me  lende  yet 
the  grace 

That  I  may  meten  with  this  Diomede ! 
And  trewely,  if  I  liave  might  and  space, 
Yet  shal  I  make,  I  hope,  his  sydes  blede. 

0  god,'  quod  he,  *  that  oughtest  taken  hede 
To  forth  eren    trouthe,  and  wronges  to 

punyce,  1707 

Why  niltow  doon  a  veugeaunce  on  this 
\'yco? 

245.  O   Pandaro,   that  in  dremcs  for  to 
tristo 

Me  blamed  hast,  and  wont  art  ofte  up- 

breydo,  1710 

Now  maystow  sco  thy-selvo,  if  that  thee 

liste. 
How  trcwo  is  now  thy  nece,  bright  Cri- 

seyde ! 
In  sondry  formes,  god  it  woot,'  he  seyde, 
'  The  goddcs  shewen  bothe  joye  and  tene 
In  slepe,  and  by  my  drcme  it  is  now  sene. 

246.  And     certaynly,     with-outo     more 
spechc,  1716 

From  hcnues-forth,  as  ferforth  as  I  may, 
Myn  owenc  doeth  in  armes  wol  I  seche ; 

1  reecho  not  how  sone  be  the  day ! 

But  trewely,  Criseyde,  swote  may,       1720 
Whom  I  have  ay  with  al  my  might  y- 

served. 
That  ye  thus   doon,   I   have  it   nought 

deserved.' 

247.  This  Pandarus,  that  alio  these  thinges 
herdo, 

And  wisto  wel  he  seyde  a  sooth  of  this, 
Ho  nought  a  won!  aycin  to  him  answerde  ; 
For  sory  of  his  frcndes  sorwe  he  is,  1726 
And  shamed,  for  his  nece  hath  doon  a-mis ; 
And  stant,  astoned  of  these  causes  tweye, 
As  stille  as  stoon:  a  word  ne  coade  he 
seye. 


248.  But  at  the  laste  thus  he  spak,  and 
seyde,  1730 

*  My  brother  dere,  I  may  thee  do  no-more. 
What    shulde    I    seyu?    I  hate,    y-wis, 

Criseyde ! 
And  god  wot,  I  wol  hate  hir  evermore  ! 
And   that  thou  me  bisoughtest  doon  of 

yore,  17.H 

Havinge  un-to  myn  honour  ne  my  resto 
Bight  no  reward,  I  dide  al  that  thee  leste. 

249.  If  I  dide  ought  that  mighte  lyken 
thee, 

It  is  me  leef ;  and  of  this  troson  now, 
GK>d  woot,  that  it  a  sorwe  is  un-to  me  ! 
And  dredelees,  for  hortes  ose  of  yow,  1740 
Right  fayn  wolde  I  amende  it,  wiste  I  how. 
And  fro  this  world,  almighty  god  I  preye, 
Delivore  hir  sone  ;  I  can  no-more  seye.' 

250.  Gret  was  the  sorwe  and  pleynt  of 
Troilus ; 

But  forth  hir  cours  fortune  ay  gan  to 
holde.  1745 

Criseyde  loveth  the  sone  of  Tydeus, 
And  Troilus  mot  wepe  in  cares  colde. 
Swich  is  this  world ;    who-so  it  can  bi- 

holde. 
In  eche  estat  is  litel  hert«s  reste  ;        1749 
Ood  leve  us  for  to  take  it  for  the  beste  ! 

251.  In  many  cruel  batayle,  out  of  drede. 
Of  Troilus,  this  ilke  noble  knight. 

As  men  may  in  these  olde  bokos  rede. 
Was  sene  his  knighthod  and  his  grete 

might. 
And  dredelees,  his  ire,  day  and  night,  1755 
Ful  cruelly  the  Grekes  ay  aboughte ; 
And  alwey  most  this  Diomede  he  soughte. 

252.  And  ofte  tyme,   I   finde  that  they 
mette  1758 

With  blody  strokes  and  with  wordes  grete, 
Assayinge  how  hir  speros  weren  whette ; 
And  god  it  woot,  with  many  a  cruel  hete 
Gan  Troilus  upon  his  helm  to-bete. 
But  natheles,  fortune  it  nought  ne  wolde, 
Of  otheres  bond  that  either  deyen  sholde. — 

253.  And  if  I  hadde  y-taken  for  to  wryte 
The  armes  of  this  like  worthy  man,    17^ 
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Than  wolde  I  of  his  batoilles  ondjrto. 
But  for  that  I  to  wryto  first  bigan 
Of  his  lovo,  I  havo  seyd  as  that  I  can.  1769 
His  worthy  dedcs,  who-so  list  hem  here, 
Bood  Dares,  he  can  telle  hem  alle  y-fore. 

234.  Bisechingo  every  lady  bright  of  hewe, 
And  every  gentil  womman,  what  she  be, 
That  al  be  that  Criseydo  was  ontrowe, 
That  for  that  gilt  she  bo  not  wrooth  with 
me.  1775 

Ye  may  hir  gilt  in  othcre  bokos  see  ; 
And  gladlier  I  wol  wrj'ten,  if  yow  leste, 
Pcnelopo6s  troathe  and  good  Alceste. 

255.  Ne  I  sey  not  this  al-only  for  these 

men, 
But  most  for  wommen  that  bitraysed  bo 
Through  false  folk  ;  god  ycve  hem  sorwe, 

omen !  1781 

That  with  hir  grete  wit  and  subtiltee 
Bitrayso  yow  !  and  this  commeveth  mo 
To  speke,  and  in  effect  yow  alle  I  preye. 
Both  war  of  men,  and  herkeneth  what 

I  scye  ! —  1785 

250.  Go,  litol  book,  go  litel  myn  tregedie, 
Tlier  gml  thy  maker  yot,  or  that  ho  dj'c. 
So  sonde  mifjht  to  make  in  som  comedio  ! 
Bnt  litcl  book,  no  making  thon  n'envye. 
But  subgit  ]x>  to  alio  pocsyo  ;  1 790 

And  kis  the  steppes,  whor-as  thou  secst 

pace 
Virgile,  Ovydc,  Omer,  Lucan,  and  Staco. 

257.  And  for  ther  is  so  greet  divcrsitoo 
In  English  and  in  wryting  of  our  tongpe. 
So  preye  I  god  that  noon  miswryte  thee, 
Xc  thoe  mismetro  for  dcfauteof  tonge.  1796 
And  red  whor-so  thou  be,  or  olles  songc. 
That  thou  be  undorstondo  I  go<l  })0seche ! 
But  yot  to  purjpos  of  my  rather  speche. — 

25S.  The  wraththc,  as  I  began  yow  for  to 
scye,  1800 

(KTroilns,  tlio  Grckes  bough  ten  dere  ; 
For  thousandcs  his  hondes  madcn  deyo, 
As  he  that  was  w^ith-outen  any  pare. 
Save  Ector,  in  his  tj-me,  as  I  can  here. 
But  woylaway,  save  only  goddeswille,  1805 
Dispitoosly  him  slough  the  fiers  AohiUo. 


269.  And  whan  that  he  was  slayn  in  this 

manerc, 
His  lighte  goost  ful  blisfully  is  went 
Up  to  the  holownesse  of  the  seventh  sperc, 
In  con  vers  letinge  every  element ;       1810 
And  ther  he  saugh,  with  ful  avyscment, 
The  erratik  sterres,  herkeninge  armonyo 
With  sownes  fulle  of  hevenish  melodye. 

260.  And  doun  from  thennos  faste  he  gan 
avyse  1814 

This  litel  spot  of  erthe,  that  with  the  see 
Enbraced  is,  and  fully  gan  despyse 
This  wrecched  world,  and  hold  al  vaniteo 
To  respect  of  the  pleyn  fclicitee 
That  is  in  hevone  above  ;  and  at  the  lasto, 
Ther  he  was  slayn,  his  loking  doun  ho 
caste ;  1830 

261.  And  in  him-self  ho  lough  right  at 
the  wo 

Of  hem  that  wepten  for  his  doeth  so  fasto ; 
And  dampned  sd  our  wcrk  that  folwoth  s<> 
The  blinde  lust,  the  which  that  may  not 
laste,  18:74. 

And  sholden  al  our  herte  on  licveno  casto. 
And  forth  he  wente,  shortly  for  to  toUo, 
Ther  as  Mercuric  sorted  him  to  dwollo. — 

262.  Swich  fyn  hath,  lo,  this  Troilus  for 
lovo, 

Swich  fyn  hath  al  his  preto  worthincsso  ; 
Svrich  fjTi  hath  liis  estat  real  above,  i8.<(> 
Swich  fyn  his  lust,  swich  fyn  hath  his 

noblesse ; 
Swich  fyn  hath  false  worldos  brotclnosso. 
And  thus  bigan  his  lovingo  of  Criso.\-do, 
As  I  have  told,  and  in  this  wjim)  he  dcy<lo. 

263.  O  yonge  fressho  folkos,  ho  or  she,  1835 
In  which  that  love  up  growcth  with  your 

ago, 
Repeyreth  hoom  from  worldly  vnnitoo, 
And  of  your  herte  xip-castoth  tho  visag(» 
To  thilke  g^  that  after  his  image 
Yow    made,   and    thinkcth    al    iiis   l)nt 

a  fay  re  1840 

This  world,  that  passcth  couc  as  flouros 

fayre. 

264.  And  loveth   him,   the   which  that 
right  for  love 

I  Upon  a  cros,  our  soules  for  to  boyc. 
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First  starf,  and  xvxis,  and  sit  in  hevene 

n-bove ; 
For  he  nil  folsen  no  wi^ht,  dar  I  soyo,  1845 
That  wol  his  herto  al  hooUy  on  him  leye. 
And  sin  he  )^st  to  lovo  is,  and  most  meko, 
Wliat  nodeth  fe^nicd  loves  for  to  seke? 

265.  Lo  here,  of  Payens  corsed  oldo  rytes, 
Lo  here,  'what  alio  hir  f^oildes  may  availle ; 
Lo  here,  these  wrecched  worldes  appe- 

tytcs ;  1851 

Tx>  here,  the  fyn  and  gncrdon  for  travaillo 
Of   Jove,    Ai)pollo,    of   Mars,    of  swich 

rascaille ! 
TiO  liere,  the  forme  of  olde  clcrkes  specho 
In  iHKjtrj'e,  if  yo  hir  bokes  seche. —     1855 

2<J6.  O  moral  Gower,  this  book  I  directe 
To  thee,  and  to  the  philosophical  Strode, 
To  vouchen  sauf,  thcr  ncdo  is,  to  corecto, 


Of  your  benignitees  and  Eeles  gode. 
And  to  that  sothfast  Crist,  that  starf  on 

rode,  i86u 

With  al  myn  herte  of  mercy  ever  I  preye ; 
And  to  the  lord  right  thus  I  speke  and 

seye  : 

267.  Thon  oon,  and  two,  and  throe,  eteme 

on-l3rve. 
That  regnest  ay  in  three  and  two  and 

oon, 
Uncircuxnscript,  and  al  mayst  circnm- 

scrjrve,  1865 

Us  from  visible  and  invisible  foon 
Defendo  ;  and  to  thy  mercy,  ovorychoon. 
So  make  us,  Jesus,  for  thy  grace,  digne. 
For  love  of   maydo    and    moder    thyn 

benigne !    Ajnen. 

EzpUcit  Liber  TroUi  et  Criteydls. 
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OoD  turne  as  every  dreem  to  g^ode ! 

For  hit  is  wonder,  by  the  rode, 

To  my  wit,  what  cansoth  sweveues 

Either  on  morwes,  or  on  evenes  ; 

And  why  th'effect  folweth  of  somme,       5 

And  of  somme  hit  shal  never  come  ; 

Wliy  that  is  an  avisioan. 

And  fthis  a  revelacioun  ; 

Why  this  a  dreem,  why  that  a  sweven, 

And  nat  to  every  man  liohe  even  ;  10 

Why  this  a  fantom,  fthese  oracles, 

I  noot ;  but  who-so  of  these  miracles 

Tlie  causes  knoweth  bet  than  I, 

Devyne  ho  ;  for  I  certeinly 

No  can  hem  noght,  no  never  thinke       15 

To  besily  my  wit  to  swinke, 

To  knowo  of  hir  signifiaunce 

The  gendrcs,  neither  the  distaunoe 

Of  tymcs  of  hem,  ne  the  causes 

For-why  this  'j-more  than  that  cause  is ;  20 

As  if  folkos  complexiouns 

Make  hem  dreme  of  reflexiouns ; 

Or  elles  thus,  as  other  sa>ii, 

For  to  greet  fcblcncsse  of  fbrayn, 

By  abstinence,  or  by  seoknesse,  25 

Prison,  stewe,  or  greet  distresse  ; 

Or  elles  by  disordinaunco 

Of  naturol  acnstomaunoe. 

That  som  mun  is  to  curious 

In  studie,  or  melancolious,  30 

Or  thus,  so  inly  ful  of  drode, 


That  no  man  may  him  bote  bede ; 

Or  elles,  that  devocioun 

Of  somme,  and  contemplacioun 

Causcth  swiche  dremcs  ofte  ;  35 

Or  that  the  cruel  lyf  unsofto 

Which  these  ilke  lovers  leden 

That  hopen  over  muche  or  dreden, 

That  purely  hir  impressiouns 

Causeth  hem  avisiouns ;  4(» 

Or  if  that  spirits  have  the  might 

To  make  folk  to  dreme  a-night ; 

Or  if  the  soulo,  of  propro  kinde. 

Be  so  parfit,  as  men  finde. 

That  hit  forwot  that  is  to  come,  45 

And  that  hit  wameth  alle  and  somme 

Of  everiche  of  hir  aventures 

By  avisiouns,  or  by  figures. 

But  that  our  flesh  ne  hath  no  might 

To  undcrstonden  hit  aright,  50 

For  hit  is  warned  to  derkly ; — 

But  why  the  cause  is,  noght  wot  I. 

Wei  worthe,  of  this  thing,  groto  clcrkcs, 

That  trete  of  this  and  other  werkes  ; 

For  I  of  noon  opinioun  55 

Nil  as  now  make  mencioun. 

But  only  that  the  holy  rode 

Tumo  us  every  dreem  to  gode ! 

For  never,  sith  that  I  was  bom, 

Ne  no  nian  elles,  me  bifom,  6u 

Motto,  I  trowe  stedfastly, 

So  wonderful  a  dreem  as  I 
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Tho  tentho  day  [dide]  of  Decembre, 
Tho  which,  as  I  can  now  reinembro, 
I  "wol  yow  tellen  every  deL 

The  Invocation. 


I 


65 


Bnt  at  my  ginning,  tmsteth  wel, 

I  wol  make  invocacioun, 

With  special  devocioun, 

Unto  tho  god  of  slepo  anoon. 

That  dwellcth  in  a  cave  of  stoon  70 

U|X)n  a  streeni  that  comth  fro  Lete, 

That  is  a  flood  of  helle  nnswete  ; 

Besj'do  a  folk  men  cloiw  Cimerio, 

Thcr  slepeth  ay  this  grxl  unmerie 

Witli  his  slepy  thousand  sones  75 

That  alway  for  to  slepo  hir  wone  is— • 

And  to  this  go<l,  that  I  of  rode, 

Prcyo  I,  that  ho  wol  me  spodo 

My  sweven  for  to  telle  aright, 

If  Gvorj'  drecm  stonde  in  his  might.        80 

And  ho,  that  mover  is  of  al 

That  is  and  was,  and  ever  shal, 

So  yivo  hem  joye  that  hit  hero 

Of  alio  that  thoy  dremo  to-yere. 

And  for  to  stondon  alio  in  graco  85 

Of  hir  loves,  or  in  what  place 

That  hem  wer  levest  for  to  stondo, 

And  shelde  hem  fro  fpovert  and  shondc. 

And  fro  nnhappo  and  ech  discse, 

And  sende  hem  al  that  may  hem  plese,    <)it 

That  take  hit  wol,  and  scorno  hit  noght, 

No  hit  misdemen  in  her  thoght 

Through  molicions  cntencioun. 

And  who-so,  thrrnigh  presami)cioan. 

Or  hate  or  scome,  or  through  onvye,     95 

Disp^-t,  or  jnpc,  or  vilanyo, 

Misdemo  hit,  preye  I  Jesus  god 

That  (dremo  ho  barfoot,  drcme  ho  shod), 

That  every  harm  that  any  man 

Hath  had,  sith  [tliatj  the  world  began,  i(X> 

Befalle  him  tlierof,  or  he  sterve, 

.\xid  graunto  he  mote  hit  ful  deserve, 

JiO !  with  swicli  a  conclusioun 

As  hod  of  his  avisioun 

C'rrsns,  that  was  king  of  Lyde,  105 

That  high  upon  a  gebot  dydo  ! 

This  prayer  shal  ho  have  of  me ; 

I  !iin  no  h<t  in  charito  ! 

Now  herknoth,  as  I  have  you  scyd, 
^Vhat  that  I  mette,  or  I  abrcyd.  1 10 


Jlte  Dream. 

Of  Deoembro  the  tenthe  day, 

Whan  hit  was  night,  to  slepo  I  lay 

Right  thor  as  I  was  wont  to  done, 

And  fil  on  slope  wonder  sono, 

As  he  that  wexy  was  for-go  j  15 

On  x>ilgrimago  mylos  two 

To  the  corseynt  Leonard, 

To  mako  lythe  of  that  was  hard. 

Bat  as  I  f  sleep,  me  mette  I  was 
Within  a  temple  y-mad  of  glas ;  i  jo 

In  whiche  ther  were  mo  images 
Of  gold,  stondinge  in  sondiy  stages, 
And  mo  riche  tabernacles, 
And  with  perree  mo  pinacles, 
And  mo  onrioos  portreytures,  125 

And  queynte  manor  of  figures 
Of  olde  werke,  then  I  saw  ever. 
For  oerteynly,  I  nisto  never 
Whor  that  I  was,  bnt  wol  wisto  T, 
Hit  was  of  Venus  redely,  130 

Tho  temple  ;  for,  in  portreyture, 
I  saw  anoon-right  hir  figure 
Naked  fletinge  in  a  see. 
And  also  on  hir  heed,  pardo<>, 
Hir  rose-garlond  whyt  and  reed,  135 

And  hir  comb  to  kembo  hir  heed, 
Hir  dowves,  and  daun  Cupido, 
Hir  blinde  sone,  and  Yulcano, 
That  in  his  face  was  ful  broun. 

But  as  I  romod  up  and  doun,  140 

I  fond  that  on  a  wal  thor  was 
Tlius  writen,  on  a  table  of  bras  : 
'  I  wol  now  singe,  if  that  I  can, 
The  armes,  and  al-so  tho  man. 
That  first  cum,  through  his  destinee,   145 
Fugitif  of  Trt>yo  contreo. 
In  Italic,  with  ful  moche  pyno. 
Unto  the  strondcs  of  Lavyne.' 
And  tho  began  the  story  anoon. 
As  I  shal  telle  yow  echoon.  150 

First  saw  I  tho  destruccioun 
Of  Troye,  through  the  Greek  Sinonn, 
[That]  with  his  false  forsworinge, 
And  his  chore  and  his  lesinge 
Made  tho  hors  broght  into  Troye,  155 

Thorgh  which  Troyens  losto  al  hir  joye. 
And  after  this  was  grave,  alias ! 
How  Ilioun  assailed  was 
And  wonne,  and  king  IViam  y-alayu, 
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And  Polites  liis  sono,  ccrtayn,  160 

Dispitously,  of  dan  Pirms. 

And  next  tlmt  saw  I  how  Vonns, 
"Whan  thnt  she  saw  tho  castol  bronde, 
Doun  fro  tho  liovouo  (»an  descende, 
And  Ixid  hir  sono  Kneas  lloo  ;  165 

And  how  ho  f!o<,lilo,  an«l  how  that  ho 
Escaped  was  from  al  the  i>res, 
And  took  his  fadpr,  Anehisos, 
And  bar  him  on  his  bahko  away, 
Cryin{3:c,  *  Alias,  and  wohiway  !'  170 

Tho  whiche  Anr.hiscs  in  his  hondo 
Bar  the  g^nldcs  of  tho  londe, 
Thilko  that  nnhrondo  wore. 

And  I  saw  next,  in  alio  this  fere, 
How  Crensa,  dann  Eneas  wyf,  175 

Which  that  ho  h)Vcdo  as  his  lyf, 
And  hir  yonpo  sono  Inlo, 
And  eok  Ascanius  also, 
Fledden  eek  with  tlrery  ohero, 
That  hit  was  piteo  for  to  here ;  180 

And  in  a  forest,  as  they  wentc, 
At  a  tnmini^o  of  a  wcnto, 
How  Creasa  was  y-lost,  aUas ! 
That  deed,  [bnt]  noot  I  how,  she  was  ; 
How  ho  hir  songhte,  and  how  hir  gost  185 
Bad  him  to  flee  tho  Grekes  ost, 
And  scydo,  ho  moste  unto  Itailo, 
As  was  his  destinee,  sanns  faille ; 
That  liit  was  pitoe  for  to  here, 
Whan  hir  spirit  gan  appere,  190 

Tho  wordes  that  she  to  him  scyde, 
And  for  to  kope  hir  sone  him  preyde. 
Ther  saw  I  graven  eek  how  he, 
His  fader  eek,  and  his  moynoo, 
With  his  shippes  gan  to  sayle  195 

Toward  the  contree  of  Itaile, 
Xb  stroight  as  that  they  mightc  go. 

Ther  saw  I  thee,  cruel  Juno, 
That  art  daun  Jupitores  wyf. 
That  hast  y-hated,  al  thy  lyf,  200 

Al  the  Troyanissho  blood, 
Benno  and  cr>'o,  lis  thou  were  wood, 
On  Eolus,  tlio  god  of  windes, 
To  blowcn  out,  of  alio  kindes, 
So  loude,  that  he  shulde  drencho  305 

Lord  and  lady,  gromo  and  wencho 
Of  al  tho  Troyan  nacioun, 
Withouto  any  savacionn. 

Ther  saw  I  swich  tompcsto  axyso, 
That  every  herto  mighto  agryso,  210 


To  see  hit  peyntod  on  tho  wallo. 

Ther  saw  I  graven  eek  withalle, 
Venus,  how  yo,  my  lady  dere, 
Wepingo  with  ful  woful  chere, 
Praj'cn  Jupiter  an  liye  J15 

To  save  and  kei)e  that  navyo 
Of  the  Troyan  Eneas, 
Sith  that  he  hir  sono  was. 

Ther  saw  T  Joves  Venus  kisse, 
And  graunted  of  the  tempest  lisse.       220 
Ther  saw  I  how  the  tempest  stente, 
An<l  how  with  alio  pyne  he  wente, 
And  prevely  took  arrivago 
In  the  contree  of  Cartage  ; 
And  on  the  morwe,  how  that  ho  22$ 

And  a  knight,  hight  Achatee, 
Mctten  with  Venns  that  day, 
Goinge  in  a  queynt  array. 
As  she  had  ben  an  huntcresse, 
With  wind  blowinge  uywn  hir  tresso;  a.^o 
How  Eneas  gan  liim  to  pleync, 
Whan  that  he  knew  hir,  of  his  pojTic  ; 
And  how  his  shipi)es  dreynte  wcro. 
Or  elles  lost,  ho  nisto  where  ; 
How  she  gan  him  comforto  tho,  2  v? 

And  Imd  him  to  Cartage  go. 
And  ther  he  shuldS  his  folk  findo, 
That  in  the  see  were  left  bohindc. 

And,  shortly  of  this  thing  to  pace, 
She  made  Eneas  so  in  graco  240 

Of  Dido,  queno  of  that  contree. 
That,  shortly  for  to  toUon,  sho 
Becani  his  love,  and  leet  him  do 
That  that  wedding  longeth  to. 
What  shulde  I  spoke  more  queynte,     245 
Or  peyne  mo  my  wordes  i)eynte, 
To  sx)eke  of  love  ?  hit  wol  not  be ; 
I  can  not  of  that  facultoe. 
And  eek  to  telle  the  manero 
How  they  aqueynte<lcn  in-fere,  250 

Hit  were  a  long  proces  to  telle. 
And  over  long  for  yow  to  dwello. 

Ther  saw  I  grave,  how  Eneas 
Tolde  Dido  every  cas, 
That  him  was  tid  upon  the  sect.  2;:^ 

And  after  grave  was,  how  sho 
Maile  of  him,  shortly,  at  00  word, 
Hir  lyf,  hir  love,  hir  lust,  hir  lord : 
And  dide  him  al  tho  reverence. 
And  lc3''do  on  him  al  the  disponce.        260 
That  any  woman  mighto  do, 
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Wonlngo  hit  had  ol  bo  so, 

Ab  he  liir  swoor ;  and  her-by  demoil 

That  ho  was  good,  for  he  swich  seined. 

Alios  !  wliat  hnrui  doth  apparonce,       365 

Whan  hit  is  fuls  in  existence  ! 

For  he  to  hir  a  traitonr  was ; 

Whcrfor  she  slow  hir-self,  alias  ! 

Lo,  how  a  woman  doth  amis, 
To  lovo  him  that  nnknowen  is  !  270 

For,  by  Crist,  lo !  thus  hit  fareth  : 
'  Hit  is  not  al  gold,  that  glareth.' 
For,  al-so  brouke  I  wel  myn  hoed, 
Ther  may  bo  under  g(KMlliheed 
Kevcred  many  a  shrewed  vyco ;  375 

Thorfor  1h»  no  wight  so  nyce, 
To  take  a  lovo  only  for  chore. 
For  spoche,  or  for  frendly  manere; 
For  this  shal  every  woman  finde 
Tliat  som  man,  of  his  puro  kinde,  380 

Wol  showen  outward  the  faireste, 
Til  ho  have  caught  that  what  him  lestc ; 
And  thanne  wol  ho  causes  finde, 
And  swore  how  that  sho  is  unkindo, 
Or  fals,  or  pro\'y>  or  doublo  was.  2X5 

Al  this  soye  1  by  Eneas 
And  Dido,  and  hir  nyce  lost. 
That  lovodo  al  to  sone  a  gcst ; 
Thorfor  I  wol  seyo  u  provorbe,  ' 

That  *  ho  that  fully  knoweth  th'orbo    290 
May  saufly  ley©  hit  to  liis  yV>  ' ; 
Withouto  dreod,  this  is  no  lya. 

But  let  us  spoke  of  Eneas, 
How  ho  betrayed  hir,  alias  ! 
And  lofto  hir  ful  unkindely.  395 

So  whan  sho  saw  al-uttorl.^', 
Tliat  ho  w<dde  hir  of  trouthe  faile, 
And  wendo  fro  hir  to  It^ilo, 
Sho  gan  to  wringo  hir  houdos  two. 

'Alias  !'  quod  she,  '  what  me  is  wo !  300 
Alias  !  is  every  man  thus  trewe. 
That  every  yero  wolde  have  a  newe, 
Tf  hit  so  longo  tyme  dure, 
Or  olios  tliroe,  i>ora venture  ? 
As  thus  :  of  oon  ho  woldo  have  fame     305 
In  magnifying  of  his  name  ; 
Another  for  frondship,  seith  ho ; 
And  yot  thor  shal  the  thridde  be. 
That  shal  bo  taken  for  delyt, 
Lo,  or  for  singular  pn>fj't,'  310 

In  swicho  wordos  gau  to  ployno 
Dido  of  hir  greto  poyuo,  j 


As  me  motto  redely ; 

Xon  other  auctour  alegge  I. 

'  Alias  ! '  quod  she,  '  my  sweto  herte,      315 

Have  pitee  on  my  sorwes  smerto, 

And  slee  me  not !  g^  uoght  away  ! 

O  woful  Dido,  wel  away  ! ' 

Quod  sho  to  hir<-6elvo  tho. 

'O  Eneas !  what  wil  yo  do  ?  330 

O,  that  your  love,  no  your  bonde. 

That  ye  han  sworn  with  your  right  hondo, 

Ne  my  cruel  deeth,'  quod  she, 

*  May  holde  yow  still  heer  with  me  ! 

O,  haveth  of  my  doeth  pitee  !  335 

Y-wis,  my  dere  herte,  ye 

Knowon  ful  wel  that  never  yit, 

As  fer-forth  as  I  hadde  wit, 

Agilte  [I]  yow  in  thoght  ne  deed. 

O,  have  ye  men  swich  goodliheed  330 

In  speche,  and  never  a  dool  of  trontho? 

Alias,  that  ever  hadde  routhe 

Any  woman  on  any  man ! 

Now  see  I  wel,  and  telle  can. 

Wo  wrecched  wimmon  conne  non  art ;  335 

For  corteyn,  for  tho  more  part. 

Thus  we  bo  served  evorichono. 

How  sore  that  ye  men  conno  gronc, 

Anoon,  as  we  have  yow  recoyved, 

Certeinly  we  ben  decejnred  ;  340 

For,  though  your  lovo  losto  a  sesoun, 

Wa3rte  upon  the  conclusioun, 

And  eek  how  that  ye  dotormynon. 

And  for  the  more  part  diffynen. 

'  O,  welawey  that  I  was  bom  !  345 

For  through  yow  is  my  name  lorn. 
And  alio  myn  actes  red  and  songn 
Over  al  this  lond,  on  every  tongo. 
O  wikko  Fame  !  for  ther  nis 
Notliing  so  swift,  lo,  as  she  is  !  350 

O,  sooth  is,  every  thing  is  wist, 
Though  hit  bo  kevered  with  the  mist. 
Eek,  thogh  I  mighte  duren  ever, 
That  I  have  doon,  rekever  I  never, 
That  I  no  shal  be  seyd,  alias,  355 

Y-shamed  be  through  Eneas, 
And  that  I  shal  thus  jiiged  be — 
"  Lo,  right  as  she  hath  doon,  now  she 
Wol  do  ofbsones,  hardily ; " 
Thus  seyth  tho  pople  provely.' —  360 

But  that  is  doon,  nis  not  to  dono  ; 
fAl  hir  compleynt  ne  al  hir  mono, 
Certeyn,  avoiloth  hir  not  a  stroo. 
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And  whan  slio  wisto  sotlily  ho 
Was  forth  unto  hia  sliippcs  goon,  365 

She  -j-in  hir  chambro  wento  anoon, 
And  called  on  hir  siistcr  Anno, 
.\nd  gan  liir  to  comployno  thanno ; 
.Vnd  scydo,  that  she  cause  was 
That  she  first  lovedo  f  Eneas,  37° 

And  thus  counselled  hir  thcrto. 
3nt  what !  when  this  was  seyd  and  do, 
She  roof  hir-selvo  to  the  horto. 
And  dcydo  through  the  woundo  smorto. 
But  al  the  nianer  how  she  dcydo,  375 

-Vnd  al  the  wordes  that  she  seyde, 
\Vho-S(>  to  knowe  hit  hath  i>urx)os, 
Iloe<l  Virgilo  in  Eneidos 
Or  the  Epistle  of  0\ydo, 
What  that  she  wroot  or  that  sho  dydo :  380 
And  nero  hit  to  long  to  ondyto, 
By  god,  I  woldfi  hit  here  wrj'to. 

But,  welaway !  the  harm,  the  routho, 
That  hath  betid  for  swich  untroutho, 
As  iiicn  may  ofto  in  bokes  redo,  385 

And  al  day  seen  hit  yet  in  dede, 
T^iat  for  to  thcnkcn  hit,  a  tono  is. 

Lo,  Dcmophon,  duk  of  Athonis, 
How  ho  forswor  him  ful  falsly 
And  trayed  Phillis  wikkedly,  390 

The  kinges  doghtor  was  of  Trace, 
And  iakly  gan  his  termo  pace ; 
-Vnd  when  she  wisto  that  ho  was  fals, 
Sho  hcng  hir-self  right  by  the  hals, 
For  lie  had  do  hir  swich  untroutho ;      395 
Lo !  was  not  this  a  wo  an<l  routho  ? 

Eek  lo  !  how  fals  and  rocchclns 
Was  to  Briseida  Achilles, 
-Vn«l  Paris  to  fOOnone ; 
-Vnd  Jas«-»n  to  Isiphilo  ;  400 

And  eft  Jason  to  Moilca ; 
And  Erculos  to  Dyanira ; 
For  ho  lofto  hir  for  lole. 
That  made  him  cocche  his  dceth,  ijardee. 

How  fals  eek  was  he,  Theseus  ;  405 

That,  SIS  the  story  telleth  us. 
How  ho  betraye<l  Adriane  ; 
The  dovel  l)0  his  soulos  bane  ! 
For  had  ho  laughed,  had  ho  loured. 
Ho  mostO  Imve  bo  al  devoured,  410 

If  Adriano  no  had  y-bo  ! 
And,  for  slie  had  of  him  pitcc. 
She  made  him  fro  the  clethe  osc-ai)3, 
-\nd  he  made  hir  a  ful  fals  jape ; 


For  after  this,  within  a  whylo  415 

Ho  lefto  hir  slcpinge  in  an  yle, 

Dcsorto  alone,  right  in  the  see, 

And  stal  away,  and  leet  hir  l>e  ; 

And  took  hir  suster  Phodra  tho 

With  him,  and  gan  to  shippo  go.  4^0 

And  yet  he  had  y-sworn  to  here, 

On  al  that  ever  ho  mighte  swere. 

That,  so  she  saved  him  his  lyf. 

Ho  woldo  have  take  hir  to  his  wyf ; 

For  she  desired  nothing  olios,  425 

In  certein,  as  the  book  us  toUes. 

But  to  oxcusen  Eneas 
Fulliche  of  al  his  greet  trespar, 
Tlio  b<x)k  seyth,  Mercuric,  oauns  faile, 
Bad  him  go  into  Itailo,  430 

And  leve  AuiTrykcs  rcgioun, 
And  Dido  and  hir  fairo  tou:i. 

Tho  saw  I  grave,  how  to  Itailo 
Daun  Eneas  is  go  to  saile  ; 
And  how  tho  temj-H'St  al  Iwgan,  43- 

And  how  ho  loste  liis  steresman, 
Which  that  the  store,  or  he  took  kcoi^, 
Smot  ovor-lM>rd,  lo  !  as  ho  sleep. 

And  also  saw  I  how  Sibylo 
And  Eneas,  besydo  an  yle,  440 

To  hello  wento,  for  to  see 
His  fader,  Anchises  the  free. 
How  ho  ther  fond  Paliiiurus, 
And  Dido,  and  eek  Deiphebns  ; 
And  every  tounnent  eek  in  hello  445 

Saw  he,  which  is  long  to  telle. 
Wliich  who-so  wiUeth  for  to  knowo, 
Ho  moste  redo  many  a  rowo 
On  Virgile  or  on  Claudian, 
Or  I)aunt<*,  that  hit  telle  can.  45*) 

Tho  saw  I  grave  al  th'arivailo 
Tliat  Eneas  had  in  Itailo ; 
And  with  king  Jjatino  his  trotee, 
And  alio  the  Itatailles  that  ho 
Was  at  him-solf,  and  eek  his  knight  es,  455 
Or  he  had  al  y-wonuo  his  rightcs  ; 
-\nd  how  ho  Tumus  refte  his  lyf, 
And  wan  Ijiu-j'na  to  his  wj-f ; 
And  al  the  mervclous  signals 
Of  the  goddes  celestials  ;  4:^0 

How,  maugro  Juno,  Eneas, 
For  al  hir  sleighte  and  hir  comi'ias, 
Achoved  alhis  aventuro; 
For  Jupiter  took  <»f  him  cr.ro 
At  tho  prayero  of  Venus  4(J5 
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The  whicho  I  proye  alway  gave  ub, 
And  xiB  ny  of  our  sorwes  lighte  ! 

AVhan  I  liod  soyen  al  this  sighto 
In  this  nuble  tcuiplo  tliiis, 
'A,  JjoTd  ! '  thought*  I,  'that  modest  us, 
Yet  saw  I  never  swich  noblesse  471 

Of  images,  no  swich  richcsso, 
As  I  saw  graven  in  this  chirche  ; 
But  not  w()ot  I  who  dide  liem  wirche, 
No  wher  I  am,  ne  in  what  eontree.       475 
But  now  wol  I  go  out  and  see, 
Higlit  at  the  wiket,  if  I  can 
See  o-wher  stering  any  man. 
That  may  me  telle  wher  I  am.' 

When  I  out  at  the  dores  ciim,  480 

1  faste  aboute  me  beheld. 
Tlien  saw  I  but  a  hvrge  feld, 
As  fer  as  that  I  mighto  see, 
AVithouteu  toun,  or  hous,  or  tree, 
Or  bush,  or  gras,  or  ered  lond  ;  485 

Fur  al  tlie  feld  nas  but  of  sond 
As  smal  as  man  may  see  yet  lye 


In  the  desert  of  Lil^e  ; 

Ne  I  no  maner  creature, 

That  is  y-formed  by  nature,  490 

Ne  saw,  me  Cfor]  to  rede  or  wisse. 

*  O  Crist,'  thoughte  I,  '  that  art  in  blisse, 

Fro  fantom  and  illusionn 

Me  save ! '  and  with  devocioun 

Myn  y(5n  to  the  heven  I  caste.  495 

Tho  was  I  war,  lo  !  at  the  laste. 
That  faste  by  the  sonne,  as  hy6 
As  kenne  mighte  I  with  myn  yfi. 
Me  thoughte  I  saw  an  egle  sore. 
But  that  hit  semod  moche  more  500 

Then  I  had  any  egle  seyn. 
But  this  as  sooth  as  deeth,  corteyn. 
Hit  was  of  golde,  and  shoon  so  hrighte, 
That  never  saw  men  such  a  sighte, 
But-if  the  heven  hadde  y-wonno  505 

Al  newe  of  golde  another  sonne  ; 
So  shoon  the  egles  fethrcs  brighte. 
And  somwhat  dounward  gan  hit  light<e. 

Explicit  liber  primus. 
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Incipit  liber  secundns. 

Proem, 

Now  herkneth,  every  maner  man 
That  English  understondo  can,  510 

And  listeth  of  my  dreom  to  lere  ; 
For  now  at  ersto  shul  ye  hero 
So  fselly  an  avisionn, 
That  Isaye,  ne  Scipiuxm, 
No  king  Nabugodonosor,  515 

Pharo,  Turnus,  ne  PUcanor, 
Ne  motte  swich  a  drccm  as  this ! 
Now  Inire  blisful,  O  Cipris,  (10) 

So  l)o  my  favour  at  this  tyme  ! 
And  yo,  me  to  endj'te  and  ryme  530 

Hoi  pot  h,  that  on  Parnuso  dwelle 
By  Klicon  tho  clere  woUc. 

O  Thought,  that  wroot  al  that  I  motte, 
And  in  the  tresorie  hit  shotto 
Of  my  brayn  !  now  shiU  men  see  525 

If  any  vortu  in  thoo  be, 
To  tellen  al  my  dreem  aright ; 
Now  k>'tho  thyn  engyn  and  might !      (ao) 


T?ie  Dream, 

This  egle,  of  which  I  have  yow  told, 
Tliat  shoon  with  fethres  as  of  gold,      530 
Which  that  so  hy6  gan  to  sore, 
I  gan  beholde  more  and  more. 
To  see  hir  beau  tee  and  the  wonder ; 
But  never  was  ther  dint  of  thonder, 
Ne  that  thing  that  men  calle  fomlre,   535 
That  smoot  somtymo  a  tour  to  poudre, 
And  in  his  swifte  coming  brendo, 
That  so  swythe  gan  descende,  (30) 

As  this  foul,  whan  hit  iK'hcldo 
That  I  a-n)ume  was  in  the  i'eldo  ;  540 

And  with  his  griiumo  pawos  stronge, 
Within  his  sharpe  nayles  longe. 
Me,  fleinge,  at  a  swappe  ho  hento, 
And  with  his  sours  agayn  up  wente, 
Mo  caryinge  in  his  clawcs  starko  545 

As  lightly  as  I  were  a  larko. 
How  high,  I  can  not  telle  5*ow, 
For  I  cam  up,  I  niste  how.  (40) 

For  so  astonied  and  a-swovcd 
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Was  every  vertu  in  my  lieved,  550 

What  with  his  sours  and  with  my  drede, 
Tliat  al  my  feling  gan  to  dede  ; 
For-why  hit  was  to  gpreet  affray. 

Thns  I  longe  in  his  clawes  lay, 
Til  at  the  laste  he  to  me  spak  555 

In  mannes  vois,  and  sejrde,  ^  Awak  ! 
And  he  not  fso  a-gast,  for  shame  !  * 
And  called  me  tho  by  my  name.  (50) 

And,  for  I  sholde  the  bet  abreyde — 
Me  mette— '  Awak/  to  me  ho  seyde,     560 
Right  in  the  same  vois  and  steveno 
That  nseth  oon  I  coude  nevene  ; 
And  with  that  vois,  soth  for  to  sayn. 
My  minde  cam  to  me  agayn  ; 
For  hit  was  goodly  seyd  to  me,  565 

So  nas  hit  never  wont  to  be. 

And  herwithal  I  gan  to  store, 
And  he  me  in  his  feet  to  here,  (60) 

Til  that  he  felte  that  I  had  hete, 
And  felte  eek  tho  myn  herte  bete.         570 
And  tho  gan  he  me  to  disporte, 
And  with  wordes  to  comforte. 
And  sayde  twy^s,  '  Seynte  Marie  ! 
Thou  art  noyons  for  to  carie. 
And  nothing  nedoth  hit,  pardoe  !  575 

For  al-so  wis  god  holpe  me 
As  thou  non  harm  shalt  have  of  this  ; 
And  this  cas,  that  betid  thee  is,  (70) 

Is  for  thy  lore  and  for  thy  prow ; — 
Let  see !  darst  thou  yet  loke  now  ?       580 
Be  ful  assured,  boldoly, 
I  am  thy  frend.*    And  therwith  I 
Gktn  for  to  wondren  in  my  minde. 

*  O  god,'  thonghto  I,  '  that  madest  kinde, 
Shal  I  non  other  wcyes  dye  ?  585 
Wher  Joves  wol  me  stellifye. 

Or  what  thing  may  this  signifye  ? 

I  neither  am  Enok,  ne  Elyo,  (80) 

Ne  Bomulus,  ne  Oanymedo 

That  was  y-boro  up,  as  men  re<le,         590 

To  hevene  with  dan  Jupit«r, 

And  maad  the  goddos  boteler.' 

Lo  !  this  was  tho  my  fantasye  ! 
Bat  he  that  bar  me  gan  cspyo 
That  I  so  thoghte,  and  seyde  this : —    595 

*  Thou  demest  of  thy-solf  amis ; 
For  Joves  is  not  ther-aboute — 

I  dar  wel  putte  thee  out  of  douto —      (90) 

To  make  of  thee  as  yet  a  sterro. 

But  er  I  here  thee  moche  ferre,  600 


I  wol  thee  telle  what  I  am. 

And  whider  thou  shalt,  and  why  I  cam 

To  fdone  this,  so  that  thou  take 

Gkxxl  herte,  and  not  for  fere  quake.* 

'  Qladly,'  quod  I.    *  Now  wel,'  quod  he  :— 

*  First  I,  that  in  my  feet  have  thee,      606 

Of  which  thou  hast  a  feer  and  wonder, 

Am  dwelling  with  the  god  of  thonder. 

Which  that  men  callen  Jupiter,         (lui) 

That  dooth  me  flee  ful  ofte  fer  610 

To  do  al  his  oomaundcment. 

And  for  this  cause  he  hath  me  sent 

To  thee :  now  'j-herkne,  by  thy  trouthe ! 

Certeyn,  he  hath  of  thee  routhe. 

That  thou  so  longe  trewely  c>i5 

Hast  served  so  ententifly 

His  blinde  nevew  Cupido, 

And  fair  Venus  [goddesse]  also,  (i  10) 

Withouto  guerdoun  ever  yit. 

And  nevertheles  hast  set  thy  wit —       6ni 

Although  that  in  thy  hede  ful  ^lyte  is — 

To  make  bokes,  songes,  dytees. 

In  ryme,  or  elles  in  cadence, 

As  thou  best  canst,  in  reverence 

Of  Love,  and  of  his  servants  eke,  6^5 

That  have  his  servise  soght,  and  seke  ; 

And  pejrnest  thee  to  preyse  his  art, 

Althogh  thou  haddest  never  part ;      (120) 

Wherfor,  al-so  god  me  bloase, 

Joves  halt  hit  greet  humblesso  Oji^j 

And  vertu  eek,  that  thou  wolt  make 

A-night  ful  ofte  thyn  heed  to  ake, 

In  thy  studie  so  thou  wrytest. 

And  ever-mo  of  love  endytest. 

In  honour  of  him  and  preysinges,         (135 

And  in  his  folkes  furtheringes, 

And  in  hir  matere  al  devysest,  (1,29) 

And  noght  him  nor  his  folk  dcspysest, 

Although  thou  mayst  go  in  tho  daunco 

Of  hem  that  him  list  not  avaunce.       640 

*  Wherfor,  as  I  seyde,  y-wis, 
Jupiter  oonsidereth  this. 
And  also,  beau  sir,  other  thingos  ; 
That  is,  that  thou  hast  no  tydingen 
Of  Loves  folk,  if  they  be  glade,  645 

Ne  of  noght  elles  that  god  made  ; 
And  noght  only  fro  for  contreo 
That  thor  no  tyding  comth  to  thee,    (i4o,» 
But  of  thy  verray  neyghoboros. 
That  dwcllen  almost  at  thy  dores,         650 
Thou  horest  neither  that  ne  this ; 
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For  -whan  thy  labour  doon  nl  is, 
And  host  y-maad  thy  rekoninges, 
In  stedo  of  resto  and  newo  thingeSf 
Thou  gost  hoom  to  thy  hous  onoon  ;     655 
And,  also  domb  as  any  stoon, 
Thou  sittest  at  another  boke. 
Til  fully  daswod  is  thy  loke,  (150) 

And  livest  thus  as  an  hermyt«, 
Although  thyn  abstinence  is  lyte.         6&> 
'  And  therfor  Jovos,  through  his  grace, 
Wol  that  I  bore  thee  to  a  place. 
Which  that  hight  tiik  Hous  ok  Famk, 
To  do  thee  soni  disx)ort  and  game, 
Tn  som  recompensacioun  665 

Of  labour  and  dcvocioun 
That  thou  hast  had,  lo  !  causeles, 
To  Cnpido,  the  recchelos  !  (»6o) 

And  thus  this  god,  thorgh  his  meiyte, 
Wol  with  som  maner  thing  thee  quyte. 
So  that  thou  wolt  be  of  good  chere.       671 
For  truste  wol,  that  thou  shalt  here, 
When  wo  be  comen  ther  I  seye. 
Mo  wonder  thingos,  dar  I  leye. 
Of  Loves  folko  mo  tydinges,  675 

Bothe  sf>th-sawcs  and  lesinges ; 
,Vnd  mo  loves  newe  begonno, 
And  lougo  y-servcd  loves  wonno,         (170) 
.\nd  mo  loves  CASuelly 
That  been  Ijetid,  no  man  wot  why,       680 
But  as  a  blind  man  stert  an  hare  ; 
And  more  jolj'too  and  fare, 
Whyl  that  thoy  findo  love  of  stele. 
As  thinketh  hem,  and  over-al  welo ; 
Mo  discords,  and  mo  jolousyes,  685 

Mo  murmurs,  and  mo  novelrj'cs. 
And  mo  dissimulaciouns. 
And  fcyncd  roparaciouns  ;  (180) 

And  mo  l>erdes  in  two  houres 
Withouto  rasour  or  sisoures  690 

Y-maad,  then  grcynes  be  of  somles  ; 
And  eke  mo  holdingo  in  hondes. 
And  also  mo  renovclaunces 
Of  oldo  forloten  aquc^-ntauncos  ; 
Mo  lovc-dayes  and  acordes  695 

Then  on  instruments  ben  ox>rdes  ; 
And  cko  of  loves  mo  eschaunges 
Than  over  comes  wore  in  graunges  ;  (191)) 
rnethc  maistow  trowen  this?' —  699 

C^o<l  ho.     '  Xo,  hclpo  me  god  so  wis  !' — 
(inrxl  I.    '  No  ?  why  ? '  quod  he.    *  For  hit 
Were  impossible,  to  my  wit, 


Though  that  Fame  hadde  al  the  pyes 

Tn  al  a  realme,  and  al  the  spyes. 

How  that  yet  she  shulde  hero  al  this,   705 

Or  they  espye  hit.*     *  O  yis,  yis  !* 

(^uod  ho  to  me,  *  that  can  I  preve 

By  resoun,  worthy  for  to  leve,  (aoo) 

So  that  thou  yeve  thyn  advertence 

To  understonde  my  sentence.  710 

'  First  shalt  thou  heren  wher  she  dwoll- 
eth, 
And  so  thyn  owne  book  hit  t«lloth  ; 
Hir  i>aleys  stant,  as  I  shal  seye, 
Hight  oven  in  middes  of  the  weye 
Betwixen  hevene,  crthe,  and  see  ;  715 

That,  what-Bo-ever  in  al  these  three 
Is  spoken,  in  privee  or  aperte, 
The  wey  therto  is  so  overte,  (aio) 

And  stant  cek  in  so  juste  a  place, 
That  evorj'  soun  mot  to  hit  pace,  730 

Or  what  so  comth  fro  any  tonge, 
Be  hit  rouned,  red,  or  songe, 
Or  sx)oke  in  seurtee  or  drede, 
Ccrtein,  hit  moste  thider  nede. 

'  Now  herkno  wel ;  for-why  I  willo    725 
Tellen  thee  a  propre  skile. 
And  fworthy  demonstraciouu 
In  myn  imagynacioun.  (^^ 

'  Geffrey,  thou  west  right  wel  this, 
Tliat  every  kindly  thing  that  is,  750 

Hath  a  kindly  stede  ther  he 
May  best  in  hit  conserved  bo  ; 
Unto  which  place  every  thing. 
Through  his  kindly  encl3naing, 
Moveth  for  to  come  to,  7.^5 

Whan  that  hit  is  awey  therfro  ; 
As  thiis ;  lo,  thou  mayst  al  day  see 
That  any  thing  that  hevy  be,  (250) 

As  stoon  or  leed,  or  thing  of  wighto. 
And  ber  hit  never  so  liye  on  highte,     740 
liat  go  thyn  hand,  hit  falleth  doun. 

'  Bight  so  seye  I  by  fyre  or  soun. 
Or  smoke,  or  other  thinges  lighte, 
Alwey  they  seke  upward  on  highte  ; 
Wljyl  ech  of  hem  is  at  his  large,  745 

Light  thing  up,  and  dounward  charge. 

'  And  for  this  causo  mayst  thou  see. 
That  every  river  to  the  seo  (240) 

Knclyned  is  to  go,  by  kinde. 
And  by  these  skilles,  as  I  iinde,  750 

Hath  fish  dwellingo  in  floode  and  see, 
And  tre^s  cek  in  crthe  be. 
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Thus  every  thing,  by  thiB  resqpn, 

Hath  his  propro  mansioou, 

To  which  hit  sckcth  to  repaire, 

As  thcr  hit  shuldo  not  apairo. 

Lo,  this  sentence  is  knowen  coatho 

Of  every  philosophres  montho,  (250) 

As  Aristotle  and  dan  Platon, 

And  other  clerkes  many  oon  ;  760 

And  to  confirme  my  resonn. 

Thou  wost  wel  this,  that  speche  is  sotin, 

Or  elles  no  man  mighte  hit  hero  ; 

Now  -f-herkne  what  I  wol  thee  lore. 

'  Soun  is  noght  bat  air  y-broken,       765 
And  every  si)eche  that  is  spoken, 
Lond  or  priveo,  foul  or  fair. 
In  his  substaunce  is  but  air  ;  (260) 

For  as  flaumbe  is  but  lighted  smoke, 
Bight  so  soun  is  air  y-broke.  770 

But  this  may  bo  in  many  wyse, 
Of  which  I  wil  thee  two  devyse. 
As  soun  that  comth  of  pype  or  harpe. 
For  whan  a  pype  is  bio  wen  sharpo. 
The  air  is  twist  with  violence,  775 

And  rent ;  lo,  this  is  my  sentence  ; 
£ck,  whan  men  harpo-stringos  smyto, 
Whether  hit  be  moche  or  lyte,  (270) 

Lo,  with  the  strook  the  air  to-breketh ;  779 
Bight  so  hit  breketh  whan  men  speketh. 
Thus  wost  thou  wel  what  thing  is  sx>eche. 

'  Now  hennesforth  I  wol  thee  tcche. 
How  every  speche,  or  noise,  or  soun. 
Through  his  multiplicacioun, 
Thogh  hit  were  pyi>ed  of  a  mouse,         785 
Moot  nede  come  to  Fames  House. 
I  prevo  hit  thus — ^tak  hede  now — 
By  experience  ;  for  if  that  thou  (a8o) 

Throwe  on  water  now  a  stoon, 
Wel  wost  thou,  hit  wol  make  anoon     790 
A  litel  roundel  as  a  cerclo, 
Paravcnture  brood  as  a  covorclo  ; 
And  right  anoon  thou  shalt  see  woel. 
That  wheel  wol  cause  another  wheel, 
And    that    the    thridde,   and   so    forth, 
brother,  795 

Evor>'  cercle  causing  other, 
Wydcr  than  himselve  was ; 
And  thus,  fro  roundel  to  compos,       (390) 
Bch  nboute  other  goinge. 
Caused  of  otheros  steringe,  800 

And  multiplying  evor-mo, 
XU  that  hit  be  so  for  y-go 


That  hit  at  bothe  brinkes  be. 
Al-thogh  thou  mowe  hit  not  y-sao 
Above,  hit  goth  yet  alway  under,  805 

Although  thou  thenke  hit  a  grot  wonder. 
And  who-so  seith  of  trouthe  I  varie. 
Bid  him  proven  the  contrarie.  {300) 

And  right  thus  every  word,  y-wis. 
That  loude  or  privee  spoken  is,  810 

Moveth  first  an  air  aboute. 
And  of  this  moving,  out  of  doute. 
Another  air  anoon  is  moved. 
As  I  have  of  the  water  proved, 
That  every  cercle  causeth  other.  815 

Bight  so  of  air,  my  levo  brother ; 
Everich  air  in  other  stereth  (309) 

More  and  more,  and  speche  up  beroth, 
Or  vois,  or  noise,  or  word,  or  soun, 
Ay  through  multiplicacioun,  8j<> 

Til  hit  bo  atto  Houso  of  Fame  ; — 
Tak  hit  in  ornost  or  in  game. 

*  Now  have  I  told,  if  thou  have  minde. 
How  speche  or  soun,  of  pure  kinde, 
Endyned  is  upward  to  move  ;  8^5 
This,  ma3r8t  thou  felo,  wel  I  prove. 

And  that  -f  the  mansioun,  y-wis, 

That  every  thing  enclyned  to  is,         (320) 

Hath  his  kindeliche  stedo  : 

f  Than  sheweth  hit,  withoutcn  dredo,  830 

That  kindely  the  mansioun 

Of  every  speche,  of  overj'  soun. 

Be  hit  cither  foul  or  fair. 

Hath  his  kinde  place  in  air. 

And  sin  that  every  thing,  that  is  835 

Out  of  his  kinde  place,  y-wis, 

Moveth  thider  for  to  go 

If  hit  a-weyo  bo  therfro,  (330J 

As  I  boforo  have  proved  thee. 

Hit  seweth,  every  soun,  pordec,  840 

Movoth  kindely  to  pace 

Al  up  into  his  kindely  place. 

And  this  place  of  which  I  telle, 

Ther  as  Famo  list  to  dwello. 

Is  set  amiddes  of  theso  three,  845 

Hevon,  erthe,  and  eek  the  sec. 

As  most  consorvatif  the  soun. 

Than  is  this  the  conclusioun,  (34^) 

That  every  si)eche  of  every  man 

As  I  thee  telle  first  began,  850 

Moveth  up  on  high  to  pace 

Kindely  to  Fames  place. 

*  TeUo  me  this  feithfoUy^ 
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Have  I  not  preved  thus  simplj-, 

"VVitbtmton  any  subtiltco  855 

Of  spocho,  or  gret  prolixiteo 

Of  tennos  of  philosophyo, 

01*  figures  of  poetrye,  (350) 

Or  colours  of  rothoryko? 

Pardee,  hit  oghto  thee  to  lyko  ;  860 

For  hard  laugage  and  hard  matero 

Is  oncombrous  for  to  hero 

At  ones  ;  wost  thou  not  wel  this  ?  * 

And  1  answordo,  and  seyde,  '  Yis.' 

'  A  ha  ! '  cj[U<kI  he,  '  lo,  so  I  can  865 

Lcwedly  to  a  lowed  man 
Spoke,  and  shewo  him  swiche  skilcs, 
That  ho  may  shako  hem  by  the  biles,  (360) 
So  palpable  they  shuldcu  be. 
But  tel  mo  this,  now  pray  I  theo,  870 

How  thinkth  theo  my  conclusioun  ?* 
[(iucxl  ho].     '  A  good  xiersutisioun/ 
Quod  I,  '  hit  is  ;  and  lyk  to  bo 
Right  so  as  thou  hast  preved  me.' 
*  By  g<Hl,'  qufxl  he,  '  and  tvs  I  love,         875 
Tliou  shalt  have  yit,  or  hit  bo  ove, 
Of  every  word  of  this  sentence 
A  prove,  by  experience  ;  (370) 

And  with  thyn  ercs  hcren  wel 
Top  and  tail,  and  everj-dcl,  880 

That  every  word  that  spoken  is 
Comth  into  Fames  Hous,  y-wis, 
As  I  have  seyd  ;  what  wilt  thou  more  ? ' 
And  with  this  word  upper  to  soro 
Ho  gan,  and  seyde,  '  By  Scynt  Jame  !  885 
Now  wil  wo  speken  al  of  game.' — 

*  How  farest  thou  ? '  quod  ho  to  mo. 
'  Wel,'  quod  I.     '  Xow  see,'  quod  he,  (380) 
'  By  thy  trouthe,  yond  adoun, 
"Wlier  that  thou  knowest  any  toun,      890 
Or  hous,  or  any  other  thing. 
And  whan  thou  hast  of  ought  knowing, 
Ijoka  that  thou  wamo  me, 
And  I  anoon  shal  telle  theo 
How  fer  that  thou  art  now  therfro.*     895 

And  I  adoun  fgan  loken  tho, 
And  beheld  feldes  and  plaines,  (389) 

And  now  hilles,  and  now  monntoincs. 
Now  valeys,  and  now  forestes, 
And  now,  unethes,  greto  bestes  ;  9ix> 

Now  riveres,  now  citees. 
Now  touncs,  and  now  grote  trees, 
Now  shippes  sailinge  in  the  see. 

But  thus  Bono  in  a  whylo  ho 


Was  flowon  fro  tho  grounde  so  hyC,      905 

That  al  tho  world,  as  to  mjni  yfi, 

No  more  semc<l  than  a  prikke ; 

Or  elles  was  tho  air  so  thikko  (400) 

That  I  no  mighto  not  disceme. 

W'lth  that  ho  spak  to  mo  as  yeme,       910 

And  seyde :  *  Soostow  any  toun 

Or  ought  thou  knowest  yonder  doun?' 

I  seyde,  '  Nay.'    *  No  wonder  nis,' 
Quod  ho,  *  for  half  so  high  as  this 
Nas  Alexander  Macodo ;  915 

Ne  the  king,  dan  Scipio, 
That  saw  in  drcme,  at  point  dovj'S, 
Helle  and  ertho,  and  porudys ;  (410) 

No  eek  the  wrecche  Dedalus, 
No  his  child,  nyce  Icarus,  920 

That  fleigh  so  highe  that  tho  hcte 
His  winges  molt,  and  he  fel  woto 
In-mid  the  see,  and  ther  ho  dreynte, 
For  whom  was  moked  moch  comploynte. 

'  Now  turn  upward,'  quod  he, '  thy  face, 
And  behold  this  large  place,  936 

This  air ;  but  loke  thou  ne  bo 
Adrad  of  hem  that  thou  shalt  soo  ;     (420) 
For  in  this  rogioun,  certein, 
DwoUeth  many  a  citczcin,  950 

Of  which  that  speketh  dan  Plato. 
These  ben  tho  eyrish  bestes,  lo ! ' 
And  so  saw  I  al  that  meynoo 
Bothe  goon  and  also  flee. 
•  Now,'  quod  ho  tho,  *  cost  up  thyn.  yi*;  935 
See  yonder,  lo,  the  Galoxyti, 
Which  men  clepeth  the  Milky  Wej*, 
For  hit  is  whyt :  and  somme,  parfey,  (430) 
Gallon  hit  Watlinge  Streto : 
That  ones  was  y-brent  with  hetc,  940 

W^an  the  sonnes  sone,  the  rede, 
That  highto  Photon,  wolde  ledo 
Algate  his  fader  cart,  and  gye. 
The  cart-hors  gonne  wel  cspyo 
That  ho  ne  coudo  no  governaunco,       945 
And  gonne  for  to  lope  and  launco, 
And  l>eren  him  now  up,  now  doan, 
Til  that  he  saw  the  Scorpioun,  (440) 

Which  that  in  hoven  a  signo  is  yit. 
And  he,  for  fordo,  loste  his  wit,  950 

Of  that,  and  loot  tho  reynes  goon 
Of  his  hors ;  and  they  anoon 
Gonne  up  to  mounte,  and  doun  dcscendo 
Til  bothe  the  eyr  and  erthe  brondo ; 
Til  Jupiter,  lo,  atte  loste,  955 
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Him  slow,  and  fro  tne  carto  caste. 

Ix>,  is  it  not  a  gpreet  mischannce, 

To  let«  a  fole  lian  govemaunco  (450) 

Of  thing  that  he  can  not  demeino  ? ' 

And  with  this  word,  soth  for  to  SGjme, 
He  gan  alway  upper  to  soro,  961 

And  gladded  mo  ay  moro  and  more, 
So  feithfiilly  to  me  spak  ho. 

Tho  gan  I  loken  under  mo, 
And  beheld  the  cyrish  bestcs,  965 

Clondes,  mistes,  and  tempestes, 
Snowes,  Indies,  reines,  w^indes. 
And  th*engendring  in  hir  kindes,       (460) 
And  ol  the  wey  through  whiche  I  cam  ; 

*  O  god,'  quod  I,  '  that  made  Adam,      970 
Mocho  is  thy  might  and  thy  noblesse ! ' 

And  tho  thoughte  I  ui>on  Bodce, 
That  writ,  '  a  thought  may  flee  so  hyQ, 
With  fethores  of  Philosophyo, 
To  passen  everich  element ;  975 

And  whan  he  hath  so  fer  y-went. 
Than  may  be  seen,  behind  his  bak, 
Cloud,  and  al  that  I  of  spak.'  (470) 

Tho  gan  I  wexen  in  a  were. 
And  seydc,  '  I  woot  wol  I  am  here  ;       980 
Hut  whor  in  body  or  in  gost 
I  noot,  y-wis  ;  but  god,  thou  wost ! ' 
For  moro  cleer  entendoment 
Noddo  ho  mo  never  yit  y-scnt. 
And  than  thoughte  I  on  Marcian,         985 
And  oek  on  Anteclaudian, 
That  Gooth  was  hir  descripcioun 
Of  al  the  hovenes  regioun,  (48*^) 

As  fer  as  that  I  saw  tho  prove  ; 
Therfor  I  can  hem  now  bolcvo.  990 

With  that  this  egle  gan  to  crye  : 
'  Lat  be,'  quod  he,  '  thy  fantasyo  ; 
Wilt  thou  lere  of  sterres  aught  ? ' 
'  Nay,  ccrteinly,'  quod  I,  'right  naught ; 
And  why  ?  for  I  am  now  to  old,'  995 

'  EUes  I  woldo  thee  have  told,' 
Quo<l  he,  '  the  sterres  names,  lo. 
And  al  the  hevcncs  signes  to,  (490) 

And  which  they  been.'    '  No  fors,'  quod  I. 

*  Yis,  pordee,'  quod  he ;  '  wostow why  ?  1000 
For  whan  thou  redest  poetrye. 

How  goddes  gonne  stellifye 

Brid,  fisli,  boste,  or  him  or  here, 

As  the  Raven,  or  either  Bere, 

Or  Ariones  harpo  fj'n,  1005 

Castor,  Pollux,  or  Delphyn, 


Or  fAtlantes  doughtres  sevene. 
How  alle  these  am  set  in  hevene ;      (500) 
For  though  thou  have  hem  ofte  on  hondo. 
Yet  nostow  not  wher  that  they  stondc.' 
'  No  fors,*  quod  I,  '  hit  is  no  node  :       101 1 
I  leve  as  wel,  so  god  me  spede. 
Hem  that  wryte  of  this  matere. 
As  though  I  knew  hir  places  hero ; 
And  eek  they  shynen  here  so  brightc, 
Hit  shulde  shenden  al  my  sighte,        1016 
To  loke  on  hem.*    *  That  may  wel  be,* 
Quod  ha    And  so  forth  bar  he  me      (510) 
A  whyl,  and  than  he  gan  to  crye, 
That  never  herde  I  thing  so  hyo,         lo^o 
*  Now  up  tho  heed  ;  for  al  is  wel ; 
Seynt  Julyan,  lo,  bon  hostel ! 
See  here  the  House  of  Fame,  lo  ! 
Maistow  not  horen  that  I  do  ? ' 
'What?*  quod  I.    ' The  greto  soun,'   10^5 
Quod  he,  '  that  rumbleth  up  and  doun 
In  Fames  Hous,  ful  of  tydinges, 
Bothe  of  fair  sx>eche  and  chydinges,    (520) 
And  of  fals  and  soth  comxx>unod. 
Herkne  wel ;  hit  is  not  rouned.  1030 

Herestow  not  the  greto  swogh  ? ' 
'  Yis,  pardce,'  quod  I,  *  wel  y-nogh.* 
'  And  what  soun  is  it  lyk  ? '  quod  ho. 
'  Peter  !  lyk  beting  of  the  see,* 
Quod  I,  'again  the  roches  holowe,        1035 
\Vhan  tempest  doth  the  shippcs  swalowe ; 
I  And  lat  a  man  stondc,  out  of  doute, 
A  mylo  thens,  and  hero  hit  route ;       (530) 
Or  elles  lyk  tho  last  humblinge 
After  the  dappe  of  a  thundringc,        1040 
When  Joves  hath  the  air  y-betc ; 
But  hit  doth  me  for  fere  swete.' 
'  Nay,  dred  thee  not  therof,'  quod  he, 
'  Hit  is  nothing  wil  bytcn  thee  ; 
Thou  shalt  non  harm  havo,  trewely.'  1045 

And  with  this  word  bothe  he  and  I 
As  nigh  the  place  arryved  were 
As  men  may  casten  with  a  sperc.        (540) 
I  nistS  how,  but  in  a  streto 
He  sette  me  faire  on  my  fete,  1050 

And  seyde,  '  Walke  forth  a  pas, 
And  tak  thyn  aventure  or  cas. 
That  thou  shalt  findo  in  Fames  place' 
'  Now,*  qiiod  I,  '  whyl  we  han  space 
To  speke,  or  that  I  go  fro  thee,  1055 

For  the  love  of  god,  tel  me. 
In  sooth  that  wil  I  of  thee  lere, 


Book  III.] 


Z^t  3^ott0  of  ^^^mc. 


337 


If  this  noiso  that  I  hero  (550) 

Bo,  as  I  have  herd  tlicc  tellen, 

Of  folk  that  donn  in  erthe  dwellcn,     1060 

And  conith  hero  in  the  same  wyse 

As  I  thee  herde  or  this  devyso  ; 

And  that  ther  ly^'ps  hody  nis 

In  al  tliat  hons  that  yonder  is, 

That  makoth  al  this  londe  fare  ?*         1065 

'  Xo,'  qno»l  ho,  '  by  Seynto  Clare, 

And  also  wis  god  rode  me  ! 

But  o  t hinge  I  wil  wame  thee  (560) 

Of  the  whirh  thou  wolt  have  wonder. 

Lo,  t^)  the  House  of  Fame  yonder 

Thou  wost  how  cometh  every  speche, 

Hit  ncdoth  noght  thee  eft  to  tcche. 

But  undcrstond  now  right  wel  this ; 

AVlian  any  speche  y-comen  is 


1070 


Up  to  the  paleys,  onon-right  1075 

Hit  wexeth  lyk  the  same  wight 

Which  that  the  word  in  ertho  spak, 

Be  hit  clothed  reed  or  blak  ;  (570) 

And  hath  so  verray  his  lyknesso 

That  spok  the  word,  that  thou  wilt  gesso 

That  hit  the  same  body  be,  loSt 

Man  or  woman,  ho  or  she. 

And  is  not  this  a  wonder  tiling  ? ' 

'  Yis,*  qnod  I  tho,  '  by  hevene  king  ! ' 

And  with  this  worde,  *  Farwel,'  quod  he, 

'  And  here  I  wol  abyden  theo  ;  niS6 

And  god  of  hevene  sende  thee  grace, 

Som  good  to  lemen  in  this  place.*      (580) 

And  I  of  him  took  leve  anoon, 

And  gan  forth  to  tho  palcys  goon.       1090 

Explicit  liber  secundus. 
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Incipit  liber  tercius. 

Invocation. 

0  god  of  science  and  of  light, 
Apollo,  through  thy  greto  might, 
This  litel  laste  book  thou  gyo  I 
Nat  that  I  wilne,  for  maistrye. 

Hero  art  poetical  be  shewed  ;  1095 

But,  for  the  rym  is  light  and  lowed, 

Yit  make  hit  sumwhat  agreable, 

Though  som  vers  failo  in  a  sillable  ; 

And  that  I  do  no  diligence 

To  shewo  craft,  but  o  sentence.     (10)  1100 

And  if,  divyne  vertu,  thou 

Wilt  helpe  mo  to  shewe  now 

That  in  myn  hede  y-marked  is — 

1>o,  that  is  for  to  menen  this, 

Tli©  Hous  of  Fame  to  doscryve —  1 105 

Thou  shalt  see  me  go,  as  blyve, 

Unto  the  nexto  laure  I  see. 

And  kisse  hit,  for  hit  is  thy  tree ; 

Now  entreth  in  my  breste  anoon  ! — 

Tht  Dream, 

Whan  I  was  fro  this  egle  goon,     (20)  1 1 10 

1  gan  beholde  upon  this  place. 


And  certein,  or  I  ferther  pace, 

I  wol  yow  al  the  shap  devyse 

Of  hous  and  fsito  ;  and  al  tho  wyso 

How  I  gan  to  this  place  aprocho  11 15 

That  stood  upon  so  high  a  rochc, 

Hyer  stant  ther  noon  in  Spaine. 

But  up  I  clomb  witli  alio  x>aine, 

And  though  to  climbe  hit  groved  mo, 

Yit  I  ontentif  was  to  see,  (30)  1120 

And  for  to  pouren  wonder  lowe. 

If  I  coudo  any  weyos  knowo 

What  manor  stoon  this  roche  was ; 

For  hit  was  lyk  a  thing  of  glas. 

But  that  hit  shoon  ful  more  clero  ;      1 1 35 

But  of  what  congoled  matere 

Hit  was,  I  niste  redely. 

But  at  tho  laste  ospyed  I, 
And  found  that  hit  was,  every  deol, 
A  roche  of  yse,  and  not  of  steel.    (40)1150 
Tlionghte  I,  '  By  Seynt  Thomas  of  Kent ! 
This  were  a  feblo  foundement 
To  bilden  on  a  place  hye  ; 
He  oughto  him  litol  glorifye 
That  her-on  bilt,  god  so  me  save  I'       1 135 

Tho  saw  I  al  tho  half  y-gravo 
Witli  famous  folkes  names  fele. 
That  had  y-becn  in  xnochel  wcle, 
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And  hir  faxnos  -wydo  y-blowe. 

Bat  wel  unethes  conde  I  knowe    (50)  1140 

Any  Icttres  for  to  redo 

Hir  uames  by  ;  for,  out  of  drede, 

They  were  almost  of-thowed  so, 

That  of  the  lettres  oon  or  two 

Was  molto  away  of  every  name,  1 145 

80  unfaraous  was  woxo  hir  fame  ; 

But  men  seyn,  '  What  may  ever  laste?  ' 

Tho  p^an  I  in  myn  horte  caste, 
That  they  were  molte  awey  with  heto, 
And  not  awey  with  stormes  bote.  (60)  1150 
For  on  that  other  syde  I  sey 
Of  this  hillo,  that  northward  lay. 
How  hit  was  writen  ful  of  names 
Of  folk  that  haddon  grete  fames 
Of  oldo  tymo,  and  yit  they  wore  1 155 

As  frcssho    as    men    had    writen    hem 

there 
The  solve  day  right,  or  that  houro 
That  I  upon  hem  gan  to  pouro. 
But  wel  I  wiste  what  hit  made ; 
Hit  was  conserved  with  tho  shade —    (70) 
Al  this  wrj-tinge  that  I  sy —  1161 

Of  a  costcl,  that  stood  on  hy, 
And  stood  eek  on  so  c^old  a  place, 
That  hete  mighto  hit  not  deface. 

Tho  gan  I  up  the  hille  to  goon,         1165 
And  fond  ui>on  the  coppe  a  woon. 
That  alle  the  men  that  ben  on  lyvo 
Ne  hon  the  cunning  to  desciyve 
Tho  beautoo  of  that  ilko  place, 
Ne  coude  casten  no  comfiace         (80)  11 70 
Swich  another  for  to  make. 
That  mighte  of  beautee  bo  his  make, 
Ne  [be]  so  wonderliche  y-wrought ; 
That  hit  astonieth  yit  my  thought, 
And  maketh  al  my  wit  to  swinke        11 75 
On  this  castel  to  bethinko. 
So  that  the  groto  f craft,  beautee, 
Tho  cast,  the  curiositee 
Ne  can  I  not  to  yow  devyse, 
My  wit  ne  may*  mo  not  BufF3rB0.     (90)  1 180 

But  natheles  al  the  substance 
I  have  yit  in  my  remembrance  ; 
For-why  me  thoughto,  by  Seynt  Gyle  ! 
Al  was  of  stone  of  beryle, 
Bothe  castel  and  the  tour,  1185 

And  eek  the  halle,  and  every  boor, 
Withouten  peoes  or  joininges. 
But  many  subtil  compogBinges, 


fBabewinnes  and  pinacl^, 

Imageries  and  tabernacles,  (loc)  1190 

I  saw ;  and  ful  eek  of  windowes, 

As  flakes  falle  in  groto  snowes. 

And  eek  in  och  of  the  pinocles 

Weren  sondry  habitacles, 

In  whicho  stoden,  al  without© —  1 195 

Ful  the  castel,  al  aboute — 

Of  alle  manor  of  minstrales, 

And  gestiours,  that  tellon  talcs 

Bothe  of  weping  and  of  game, 

Of  al  that  longeth  unto  Famo.     (110)1200 

Ther  herdo  I  pleyon  on  an  harpe 
That  souned  bothe  wel  and  sharpe, 
Orpheus  ful  craftely, 
And  on  his  sydc,  fasto  by, 
Sat  the  harper  Orion,  1205 

And  Eacides  Chiron, 
And  other  harpers  many  oon. 
And  the  Bret  Glascurion  ; 
And  smale  harx>crs  with  her  gleSs 
fSeten  under  hem  in  se€s,  (120)  12 10 

And  gonno  on  hem  upward  to  gape. 
And  countrofoto  hem  as  an  ax>c. 
Or  as  craft  countrefeteth  kindc. 

Tho  saugh  I  stonden  hem  behinde, 
A-fer  frt>  hem,  al  by  hemselvo,  1215 

Many  thousand  tymes  twelve, 
That  maden  loude  menstralcyes 
In  comemuse,  and  shalmyes. 
And  many  other  manor  pype. 
That  craftely  begunne  pype         (130)  i22i> 
Bothe  in  doncet  and  in  rede, 
That  ben  at  festos  with  the  brede ; 
And  many  floute  and  lilting-home, 
And  pypes  made  of  grene  come. 
As  han  thise  litcl  herde-gromes,  12^5 

That  kepen  bestes  in  the  bromes. 

Ther  saugh  I  than  Atiteris, 
And  of  Athenes  dan  Psenstis, 
And  Marcia  that  lost  her  skin, 
Bothe  in  face,  body,  and  chin,    (140)  1230 
For  that  she  wolde  onvyen,  lo ! 
To  pjHpeii  ^t  then  Ax)ollo. 
Ther  saugh  I  famous,  olde  and  yonge, 
Fypers  of  the  Duche  tonge. 
To  leme  love-dauncos,  springes,  1235 

Beyes,  and  these  straunge  thinges. 

Tho  saugh  I  in  another  place 
Stonden  in  a  large  gpaoe. 
Of  hem  that  maken  blody  soon 
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111  tnunpe,  beme,  and  clarioun  ;  (150)  1340 
For  in  fight  and  blood-shodingu 
Is  ascxi  gladly  clarioninge. 

Ther  herdo  I  tnunpen  Messenns, 
Of  whom  that  spoketh  Virgilius. 
Ther  herde  I  Joab  tmmpo  also,  1245 

Theodonias,  and  other  mo ; 
And  alle  that  used  clarion 
In  Cataloigno  and  Aragon, 
That  in  hir  tyme  famous  were 
To  Icmo,  sangh  I  tmmpo  there.  (160)  1250 

Ther  saugh  I  sitte  in  other  so^s, 
Plcyingo  upon  sondry  gloOs, 
Whiche  that  I  cannot  nevenc, 
Mo  then  storros  been  in  heveno, 
Of  whiche  I  nil  as  now  not  ryme,         1255 
For  cse  of  yow,  and  losse  of  tyme  : 
For  tymo  y-lost,  this  knowon  ye, 
By  no  way  may  recovered  be. 

Ther  saugh  I  f  pleyen  jogclours, 
Magicicns  and  tregetours,  (170)  1360 

And  i>hitonesses,  charmerosses, 
Oldo  wicclics,  sorceresses, 
That  use  exorsisaciouns 
And  ock  thise  fumigociouns ; 
And  clerkes  ock,  whicli  conne  wel      1265 
A I  this  magyko  naturel, 
That  craftely  don  hir  ententes, 
To  make,  in  eerteyn  ascendentes. 
Images,  lo,  through  which  magyk 
To  make  a  man  ben  hool  or  syk.  (180)  1270 
Ther  saugh  I  -j-thee,  queen  Medea, 
And  Circes  eke,  and  Calipsa ; 
Tlier  saugh  I  Hermes  Ballenus, 
L^nnoto,  and  eek  Simon  Magus.  1274. 

Ther  saugh  I,  and  knew  hem  by  name. 
That  by  such  art  don  men  han  fame. 
Ther  sangh  I  Collo  trogotour 
Upon  a  table  of  sicamour 
Pleye  an  uncouthe  thing  to  telle  ; 
I  saugh  him  carien  a  wind-inello  (190)  1280 
I'nder  a  walsh-note  shale. 

^Vllat  shuld  I  make  lengor  talo 
Of  al  the  peple  that  I  say. 
Fro  hennes  in-to  domesday  ? 

Wlian  I  had  al  this  folk  beholdo,     1285 
And  fond  me  lous,  and  noght  y-holdo, 
And  oft  y-mused  longe  whylo 
I'pon  these  walles  of  beryle. 
That  shoon  ful  lighter  than  a  glas, 
And  made  wel  more  than  hit  was       (aoo) 


To  semen,  every  thing,  y-wis,  1291 

As  kindo  thing  of  fames  is  ; 
I  gan  forth  romen  til  I  fond 
The  castel-yate  on  my  right  hond, 
"Wliich  that  so  wel  corven  was  1295 

That  never  swich  another  11  as  ; 
And  yit  hit  was  by  aventuro 
Y-wrought,  as  often  as  by  cure. 

Hit  nedeth  noght  yow  for  to  tellen. 
To  make  yow  to  longe  dwellen,   (210)  ijjoi> 
Of  this  yates  florisshinges, 
Ne  of  compasses,  no  of  kervinges. 
No  how  they  fhatte  in  masonerics, 
As,  corbets  folle  of  imageries. 
But,  lord  !  so  fair  hit  was  to  shewe,    1305 
For  hit  was  al  with  gold  behewo. 
But  in  I  wente,  and  that  anoon  ; 
Ther  mette  I  crjang  many  oon, — 
*  A  larges,  lorges,  hold  up  wel ! 
(rod  save  the  lady  of  this  pel,      (220)  1310 
Our  owne  gentil  lady  Fame, 
And  hem  that  wilnen  to  have  name 
Of  us  ! '    Thus  horde  I  cryen  alio. 
And  faste  comon  out  of  halle. 
And  shoken  nobles  and  sterlinges.       1315 
And  somme  crounod  were  as  kinges. 
With  crounes  wroght  ful  of  losongos ; 
And  many  ribon,  and  many  frengcs 
Wore  on  hir  clothes  trewely. 

Tho  atto  laste  aspyod  I  (230)  1320 

That  pursevauntes  and  hcraudes. 
That  cryen  richo  folkes  laudes. 
Hit  woren  alle ;  and  every  man 
Of  hem,  as  I  yow  tellen  can. 
Had  on  him  throwen  a  vesture,  1325 

Which  that  men  clepe  a  coto-armnro, 
Enbrowded  wonderliche  riche, 
Al-though  they  nere  nought  y-licho. 
But  noght  nil  I,  so  mote  I  thr>'ve. 
Been  aboute  to  discryvo  (240)  1330 

Al  these  armes  that  ther  woren. 
That  they  thus  on  hir  oot^  beron, 
For  hit  to  me  were  impossible  ; 
Men  mighte  make  of  hem  a  bible 
Twenty  foot  thikke,  as  I  trowe.  1335 

For  eerteyn,  who-so  coude  y-knowe 
Mighte  ther  alle  tho  armes  seen 
Of  famous  folk  that  han  y-been 
In  Anffrike,  Europe,  and  Asye, 
Sith  first  b^ian  the  chevalrye.    (250)  1340 
Lo !  how  shuldo  I  now  toUo  al  this  ? 
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Ne  of  the  lialle  cek  vrhat  nedo  is 

To  toUcn  yow,  that  ovory  wal 

Of  hit,  and  floor,  and  roof  and  al 

Was  pluted  half  a  foto  thikke  1345 

Of  gold,  and  that  nas  no-thing  wikkc, 

But,  for  to  prove  in  alle  wyse, 

As  fyn  as  dncat  in  Vcnyso, 

Of  whiche  to  Ij-te  al  in  my  pouche  is  ? 

.\nd  thoy  wer  set  nsthikko  of  nouchis  (260) 

Folio  of  the  fjmest  stones  faire,  1351 

That  men  re<le  in  the  Lapidaire, 

As  grcses  growen  in  a  mede  ; 

But  hit  were  al  to  longe  to  redo 

The  names  ;  and  therforo  I  pace.  1355 

But  in  this  riche  lusty  place, 
That  Fames  hallo  aillod  was, 
Fnl  m<>cho  prees  of  folk  ther  nas, 
No  cronding,  for  to  xnochil  prees. 
But  al  on  hyo,  above  a  decs,        (370)  1360 
-j-Sitto  in  a  see  imperial, 
That  maa<l  was  of  a  rubeo  al. 
Which  that  a  carbuncle  is  y-calle<l, 
I  saugh,  i)crpctually  y-stalled, 
A  feminjoio  creature  ;  1365 

That  never  formed  liy  nature 
Nas  swich  another  thing  y-scyc. 
For  altherfirst,  soth  for  to  seyo, 
Me  thouglite  that  she  was  so  l>-te, 
Tliat  the  lengthe  of  a  cubjrte        (j8o)  1370 
Was  longer  than  she  semed  be  ; 
But  thus  8onc,  in  a  whyle,  she 
Hir  tho  BO  fwondojliche  streighte, 
That  with  hir  feet  she  th'erthe  reighte. 
And  with  hir  heed  she  touched  hevenc, 
Ther  ns  8h3men  storres  seven 0.  1376 

And  ther-to  eek,  as  to  my  wit, 
T  saugh  a  gretter  wonder  yit, 
I.'pon  hir  eycn  to  beholde  ; 
But  certeyn  I  hem  never  tolde  ;  (290)  1380 
For  as  fele  eycn  liadde  she 
As  fethores  ui>on  foules  bo. 
Or  woren  on  the  bestes  foure, 
Tliat  goddes  trone  gnnno  hononre, 
As  John  writ  in  th'apocalijis.  1385 

Hir  heor,  tliat  oundy  was  and  crips. 
As  burned  gold  hit  shoon  to  see. 
And  sooth  to  tellen,  also  she 
Had  also  fele  up-stonding  cros 
And  tonges,  as  <m  bestes  heres ;  (300)  1390 
And  on  hir  feet  wexen  saugh  I 
Partriches  winges  redely 


But,  lord  !  the  porrio  and  tho  richesse 
I  saugh  sitting  on  this  goddesse  ! 
And,  lord  !  the  hevenish  mclodyo        1305 
Of  songes,  ful  of  armonyo, 
T  henle  al>out-e  her  trone  y-songe, 
That  al  the  paleys-walles  ronge  ! 
So  song  the  mighty  Muse,  she 
That  eloped  is  Caliopee,  C310)  i4('>«> 

And  hir  oighte  sustren  eke, 
That  in  hir  face  semen  meko ; 
And  evermo,  eternally, 
They  songe  of  Fame,  as  tho  herdo  I : — 
•  Heried  be  thou  and  thy  name,  141)5 

Goddesse  of  renoun  and  of  fume ! ' 

Tho  was  I  war,  lo,  atte  lasto, 
As  I  myn  eyen  gan  up  caste, 
That  this  iike  noble  qucno 
On  hir  shuldrcs  gan  sustcno        (320)  14 10 
Bothe  th*armes  and  the  name 
Of  tho  that  haddo  largo  fame  ; 
Alexander,  and  Hercules 
That  with  a  shcrte  his  lyf  lees  ! 
fThus  fond  I  sitting  this  goddesse,      1415 
In  nobloy,  honour,  and  richesse ; 
Of  which  I  stinte  a  whyle  now, 
Other  thing  to  tellen  yow. 

Tho  saugh  I  stonde  on  either  syde, 
Stroight  doun  to  the  dores  wyde,  (330)  143*) 
Fro  tho  dees,  many  a  pileer 
Of  metal,  that  shoon  not  ful  cleer ; 
But  though  they  nere  of  no  richesse, 
Yet  thoy  were  maad  for  greet  noblesse, 
And  in  hem  greet  [and  hy]  sentence ;  1425 
And  folk  of  <ligne  reverence. 
Of  whiche  I  wol  yow  telle  fondo. 
Upon  tho  piler  saugh  I  stonde. 

Alderfirst,  lo,  ther  I  sigh. 
Upon  a  piler  stonde  on  high,       (340)  1430 
That  was  of  lede  and  yren  fjTi, 
Him  of  secte  Saturnjii, 
Th*  Ebrayk  Josephus,  tho  olde. 
That  of  J  ewes  gcst^s  tolde  ; 
And  bar  upon  his  shuldres  hye  14.^5 

The  fame  up  of  the  Jowerye. 
And  by  him  stoden  other  sevene, 
Wyse  and  worthy  for  to  nevcne. 
To  helpen  him  here  up  the  charge. 
Hit  was  so  hevy  and  so  large.      (350)  1440 
And  for  they  writon  of  batailos. 
As  wel  as  other  olde  mervailes, 
Therfor  was,  lo,  this  pileer, 
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Of  which  that  I  yow  telle  hoor, 

Of  lode  and  yron  botho,  y-wig,  1445 

For  >Ten  Martcs  metal  is, 

^Mlich  that  god  is  of  bataile  ; 

And  the  leo<l,  withouten  failo, 

Is,  lo,  the  metal  of  Satnme, 

That  hath  l\il  large  wheel  to  tame.    (360) 

Tho  st<Klen  forth,  on  every  rowe,  1451 

Of  hem  which  that  I  coude  knowe, 

Thogh  I  hem  noght  by  ordro  telle, 

To  make  yow  to  long  to  dwelle. 

These,  of  whichc  I  ginne  rede,  1455 

Ther  saugh  T  stonden,  out  of  dredo  : 
Upon  an  yreu  piler  strong, 
That  peyntcd  was,  al  cndelong, 
With  tygrea  blode  in  every  place, 
The  Tholosan  that  highto  Stace,  (370)  1460 
That  bar  of  Thebes  np  tho  fame 
Upon  his  shuldres,  and  tho  name 
Also  of  cruel  Achilles. 
And  by  him  stoocl,  withouten  lees, 
Fill  wonder  hye  on  a  pileor  1465 

Of  yren,  he,  the  grct  Omei»r  ; 
And  with  him  Bares  and  Tytus 
Before,  and  eek  he,  Lollins, 
And  Guido  eek  do  Ck)lumpnis, 
And  Knglish  Gaufride  eek,  y-wis ;  (380)  i4ji> 
And  och  of  these,  as  have  I  joye, 
Was  bosj'  for  to  here  up  Troye. 
So  hovy  ther-of  was  the  fame, 
That  for  to  here  hit  was  no  game. 
But  j-it  I  gan  ful  wel  espy(»,  1475 

Betwix  liem  was  a  litel  cnvye. 
Oon  seyde,  Omere  made  lyos, 
Feyningo  in  his  poctrj'os. 
And  was  to  Grekes  favorable  ; 
Therfor  hold  ho  hit  but  fable.     (390)  1480 

Tho  saugh  I  stonde  on  a  pileer, 
Tliat  was  of  tinned  yren  cleer, 
That  Latin  poete,  [dan]  Virgyle, 
Tliat  bore  hath  up  a  longo  whyle 
The  fame  of  Pius  Eneas.  1485 

And  next  him  on  a  piler  was, 
Of  coper,  Venus  clerk,  Ovyde, 
That  hath  y-sowen  wonder  wyde 
The  groto  god  of  Ix)ves  name. 
And  ther  he  bar  up  wel  his  fame,       (4cx)> 
Upon  this  piler,  also  hye  1491 

As  I  might  see  hit  with  myn  yfi  : 
For-why  this  halle,  of  whiche  I  rede 
Was  woxe  on  fhighte,  lengt  he  and  brede, 


Wel  more,  by  a  thousand  del,  1495 

Than  hit  was  erst,  that  saugh  I  weL 

Tho  saugh  I,  on  a  piler  by, 
Of  >Ten  wroght  ftil  stemely, 
Tlie  grete  poete,  daxin  Lucan, 
And  on  his  shuldres  bar  up  than,       (4 10) 
As  highe  as  that  I  mighto  see,  1501 

The  fame  of  Julius  and  Pompee. 
And  by  him  stoden  alle  these  clerkes, 
That  writen  of  Homes  mighty  werkes, 
That,  if  I  wolde  hir  names  telle,  1505 

Al  to  longe  moste  I  dwelle. 

And  next  him  on  a  piler  stood 
Of  soulfre,  lyk  as  he  were  woo<I, 
Dan  Claudian,  the  soth  to  telle. 
That  bcur  up  al  the  fame  of  helle,  (4^)  1510 
Of  Pluto,  and  of  Proserpyne, 
That  queue  is  of  the  derke  -pyne. 

What  shuldo  I  more  telle  of  this  ? 
The  halle  was  al  ful,  y-wis, 
Of  hem  that  writen  olde  gestes,  1515 

As  ben  on  trefis  rokes  nestes ; 
But  hit  a  ful  confus  matere 
Were  al  the  gestes  for  to  here. 
That    they    of   write,     and     how   they 

highte. 
But  whyl  that  I  beheld  this  sighte,    (430) 
I  horde  a  noise  aprochcn  blyvo,  1521 

That  ferde  as  been  don  in  an  hyve. 
Agon  her  tjrme  of  out-flejringo  ; 
Right  swiche  a  manor  murmuringe. 
For  al  the  world,  hit  semed  me.  15^5 

Tho  gan  I  loke  aboute  and  see, 
That  ther  com  entring  fin  the  hallo 
A  right  gret  company  with-alle, 
And  that  of  sondry  regiouns. 
Of  alleskinnes  condiciouns,  (440)  1530 

That  dwelle  in  orthe  under  the  monc, 
Pore  and  ryche.    And  also  sone 
As  they  were  come  into  the  halle, 
They  gonne  doun  on  kne6s  falle 
Before  this  ilke  noble  queue,  1535 

And  seyde,  *  Qraunte  us,  lady  shone, 
Ech  of  us,  of  thy  grace,  a  bone ! ' 
And     somme     of    hem     she     graunted 

sone, 
And  somme  she  wemed  wel  and  faire ; 
And  somme  she  graunted  the  contrairo 
Of  hir  axing  utterly.  (451)  1541 

But  thus  I  seye  yow  trewely. 
What  hir  cause  was,  I  niste. 
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For  this  folk,  fal  wel  I  wiste, 
They  hadde  good  fame  ech  deserved,  1545 
Althogh  they  wore  diversly  served  ; 
Bight  as  hir  snstor,  dame  Fortnne, 
Is  wont  to  serven  in  comune. 

Xow  horkne  how  she  gan  to  paye 
That  gonno  hir  of  hir  grace  praye  ;    (460) 
And  yit,  lo,  al  this  companye  155 1 

Soyden  sooth,  and  noght  a  lye. 

•  Madame,'  seyden  they,  *  we  be 
Folk  that  hccr  bcsechon  thee, 

That  thou  graunto  ns  now  good  fame,  1555 

And  Icte  our  werkes  han  that  name  ; 

In  fill  recom];>ensacioun 

Of  good  work,  give  us  good  renoun.* 

'  I  wemo  yow  hit,'  quotl  she  anoon, 

'  Yo  gote  of  mo  good  fame  noon,  (470)  1560 

By  gfxl !  and  therfor  go  your  woy.' 

*  Alas,'  quod  they,  *  and  welaway ! 
Telle  us,  what  may  your  cause  be  ?* 

'For  mo  list  hit  noght,'  quod  she ; 

*  No  wight  shal  sjKiko  of  yow,  y-wis,    1565 
Good  no  harm,  no  that  ne  this.' 

And  w^ith  that  word  she  gan  to  calle 
Hir  messanger,  that  was  in  halle, 
.Vnd  bad  that  ho  shnldo  faste  goon, 
jUp  pojTio  to  bo  blind  anoon,      (480)  1570 
For  Ef>lus,  the  god  of  winde  ; — 

*  In  Trace  thcr  yo  shul  him  findc, 
And  bid  him  bringe  his  clarioun. 
That  is  fill  tly^'crs  of  his  soun. 

And  hit  is  eloped  Clore  Laude,  1575 

With  which  he  wont  is  to  hcraudo 
Hom  tliat  me  list  y-preised  be : 
And  nlso  bid  him  how  that  he 
Bringo  his  other  clarioun. 
That  highto  Sclaundre  in  every  toun,  (491)) 
With  w^hich  ho  wont  is  to  diffame      1581 
Horn  that  me  list,  and  do  hem  shame.' 

This  messanger  gan  faste  goon, 
And  found  wher,  in  a  cave  of  stoon, 
In  a  controo  that  highto  Trace,  1585 

This  Kolus,  with  harde  grace. 
Hold  the  windcs  in  distresse, 
And  gnn  hom  under  him  to  prcsse, 
That  t  hoy  gonno  as  l>eres  rore, 
He  bond  and  prcssi*d  hem  so  sore.      (500) 

This  messanger  gan  faste  crye,         1591 

*  Rys  up,'  quod  ho,  '  and  faste  hye. 
Til  that  thou  at  my  lady  be ; 

And  tak  thy  clarions  eek  with  thee, 


And  si)eed  thee  forth.'  And  he  anon  1595 

Took  to  a  man,  that  hight  Triton, 

His  clariouns  to  here  tho, 

And  loot  a  certeyn  wind  to  go, 

That  blew  so  hidously  and  hye, 

That  hit  ne  lefte  not  a  skyo         (510)  i6ui) 

In  al  the  welkcn  longe  and  brood. 

This  Eolus  no-wher  abood 
Til  he  was  come  at  Fames  feet. 
And  eek  the  man  that  Triton  heet ; 
And  ther  he  stood,  as  still  as  stoon.    1605 
And  her-withal  ther  com  anoon 
Another  huge  companye 
Of  gotle  folk,  and  guune  crye, 
'  Lady,  graunto  us  now  good  fame, 
And  lat  our  wcrkcs  han  tliat  name    (520) 
Now,  in  honour  of  gontilesse,  1611 

And  also  god  your  soule  blosso  ! 
For  wo  han  wel  deservod  hit, 
Therfor  is  right  that  we  ben  quit.' 

*As    thiyve    I,'    quod    she,    'yo    shul 
faile, 
Qood  werkes  shal  yow  noght  availe    1616 
To  have  of  me  good  fame  as  now. 
But  wite  ye  what  ?    I  graunte  yow. 
That  ye  shal  have  a  shrewed  fame      1610 
And  wikked  loos,  and  worse  name,    (530; 
Though  ye  good  loos  have  wel  deserved. 
Now  go  your  wcy,  for  ye  be  served  ; 
And  thou,  dan  Eolus,  let  see ! 
Tak  forth  thy  trumpe  anon,'  quod  she, 
'  That  is  y-cleped  Sclaunder  light,       16^5 
And  blow  hir  loos,  that  every  wight 
Speke  of  hem  harm  and  shrcwednoss(\ 
In  stede  of  good  and  worthincssc. 
For  thou  shalt  trumpe  al  the  contrairo 
Of  that  they  han  don  wel  or  fairo.'      i6.v> 

'  Alas,'  thoughte  I,  '  what  aventures 
Han  these  sory  creatures  !  (542) 

For  they,  amonges  al  the  pros, 
Shul  thus  be  shamed  gilt«lcs ! 
But  what !  hit  mosto  nodes  bo.'  1635 

What  did  this  Eolus,  but  lie 
Tok  out  his  blakke  trumpe  of  bras, 
That  fouler  than  tho  devil  was, 
And  gnn  this  trumpe  for  to  blowc, 
As  al  tho  world  shuldo  overthrowo  ;    (550) 
That  through-<mt  every  rogioun  1641 

Wente  this  foule  trumpos  soun, 
As  swift  as  pelet  out  of  gonno, 
Whan  fyr  is  in  the  poudro  ronnc. 
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Aud  swicho  a  smoke  g^n  out-wendo    1645 

Out  of  his  foule  trumpcs  cndc, 

Blak,  bio,  ^cnish,  swartisli  reed, 

As  doth  whcr  that  men  melte  leod, 

Jjo,  al  on  high  fro  the  tuel ! 

And  therto  00  thing  saugh  I  wcl,  (560)  1650 

That,  the  forther  that  hit  ran, 

The  grettor  woxen  hit  began, 

As  doth  the  river  from  a  welle, 

And  liit  stank  as  the  pit  of  helle. 

Alas,  thus  was  hir  shame  y-ronge,       1655 

And  gilteloes,  on  every  tonge. 

Tho  com  the  thriddo  companye, 
And  gunno  up  to  the  decs  to  hye. 
And  doun  on  knees  thej'  fille  anon, 
And  Roydo, '  Wo  ben  evcrichon      (570)  1660 
Folk  that  han  ful  trewely 
Deserved  fame  rightfully, 
-\nd  i^rayo  yow,  hit  mot  1)0  knowe, 
Right  as  hit  is,  and  forth  y-blowo.' 
'  I  grannto,'  (juod  she,  '  for  me  list       1665 
Tliat  now  yonr  gt^lo  f  work  be  wist ; 
And  yit  ye  shnl  han  l)etter  loos, 
Right  in  «lispyt  of  alle  your  f<X)S, 
Than  worthy  is;  and  that  anoon  : 
Jjiit  now,'  quod  she,  *  thy  tnimpe  goon,  (580) 
Thou  Eolns,  that  is  so  blak  ;  1671 

And  out  thyn  other  tnimpo  tak 
That  highto  Laudo,  and  blow  hit  so 
That  through  the  world  hir  fame  go 
Al  esoly,  and  not  to  faste,  1675 

Tliat  hit  be  knowen  attc  laste.' 

'  Ful  gladly,  lady  myn,'  he  seydo ; 
And  out  his  trumpe  of  golde  he  braydo 
Anon,  and  sette  hit  to  his  mouthe, 
And  blew  hit  est,  and  west,  andsouthe,(59o) 
And  north,  as  loudo  as  any  thunder,  1681 
That  every  wight  haddo  of  hit  wonder, 
So  brode  hit  ran,  or  than  hit  stonte. 
Aud,  certes,  al  tho  brceth  that  wente 
Out  of  his  trumpes  mouthe  smeldo      1685 
As  men  a  x>ot-ful  -j-bawme  helde 
Among  a  basket  ful  of  roses  ; 
This  favour  dide  ho  til  hir  loses. 

And  right  with  this  I  gan  aspye, 
Ther  com  the  fertho  companye —  (600)  1690 
But  certeyn  they  were  wonder  fewe — 
And  gonne  stontlen  in  a  rewe, 
>Vnd  seydon,  '  Cortes,  lady  brighte, 
Wo  han  don  wel  with  al  our  mighto ; 
But  wo  no  kepen  have  no  fame.  1695 


Hyd  onr  werkes  and  oar  name. 

For  goildcs  love  !  for  certes  we 

Han  certeyn  doon  hit  for  bc»nnteo. 

And  for  no  maner  other  thing.' 

'  I  graunte  yow  al  your  asking,'    (610)  1 71K) 

Quod  she  ;  '  let  your  fwerk  be  deed.' 

W^ith  that  abouto  I  clew  myn  heed, 
And  saugh  anoon  the  fifte  rente 
That  to  this  lady  gonno  lonte, 
And  donn  on  knees  anoon  to  falle ;      i;x)5 
And  to  hir  tho  be80Ught<5n  alio 
To  hyde  hir  godo  werkes  eek, 
And  seyde,  they  yeven  noght  a  leek 
For  fame,  ne  for  swich  renoun  ; 
For  they,  for  contemplacioun       (620)  1710 
And  gotides  love,  hadde  y-wronght ; 
Ne  of  fame  wolde  they  nought. 

'  What  ? '  quod  she,  '  and  bo  ye  wood  ? 
And  wene  ye  for  to  do  good. 
And  for  to  have  of  that  no  fame  ?         1715 
Have  ye  dispyt  to  have  my  name  ? 
Nay,  ye  shul  liven  everichoon  ! 

Blow  thy  tnimpe  and  that  anoon,' 

Quod  she,  '  thou  Eolus,  I  bote. 

And  ring  this  folkes  fwerk  by  note,  (630") 

That  al  the  world  may  of  hit  here.'     17^1 

And  he  gan  blowe  hir  lews  so  clero 

In  his  golden  clarioun. 

That  through  the  world  wento  tho  sonn. 

fSo  kenely,  and  eek  so  softe  ;  1755 

But  atto  laste  hit  was  on-lofte. 
Thoo  com  the  sexto  companye, 

And  gonne  faste  on  Fame  crye. 

Right  verraily,  in  this  mancro 

They  seydeu  :  *  Mercy,  lady  dero !  (640)  1730 

To  telle  certein,  as  hit  is, 

We  han  don  neither  that  no  this. 

But  ydcl  al  our  lyf  y-bo. 

But,  natheles,  yit  preye  we, 

That  we  mowe  han  so  good  a  fame,       1735 

And  greet  renoun  and  knowen  njime. 

As  they  that  han  don  noble  gestes. 

And  a<;hoved  alle  hir  lostes, 

As  wel  of  love  as  other  thing ; 

Al  was  us  never  broche  ne  ring,  (650)  1740 

Ne  elles  nought,  from  wimmen  sent, 

Ne  ones  in  hir  hcrte  y-ment 

To  make  us  only  frendly  chore. 

But  mighto  temen  us  on  here  ; 

Yit  lat  us  to  the  peple  Bcmo  1745 

Swlche  as  the  world  may  of  us  deme, 
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That  wimmon  loven  vlb  for  wood. 

Hit  sliul  don  as  as  xnocho  good, 

And  to  onr  hcrte  as  moche  availe 

To  oonntmpeise  ese  and  travailo,  (660)  1750 

As  wo  had  woune  hit  with  labour ; 

For  that  is  dere  boght  honour 

At  regard  of  our  grete  ese. 

And  yit  thou  most  us  more  pleso ; 

Let  us  be  h olden  oek,  therto,  1755 

Worthy,  wyso,  and  gode  also, 

And  riehe,  and  happy  unto  love. 

For  goddes  love,  that  sit  above, 

Though  wo  may  not  the  bo<ly  have 

Ofwimmen,yot,so  god  yow  save !  (670)  1760 

Let  men  glewe  on  us  the  name ; 

Suffyceth  that  wo  han  the  fame.' 

*  I  graunte,*  quod  she,  '  by  my  trouthe ! 
Now,  Eolus,  with-outen  slouthc, 
Tak  out  thy  trumpo  of  gold,  flet  see,  1765 
And  blow  as  thoy  han  axed  me, 
That  every  man  weno  hem  at  ese, 
Though  they  gon  in  ful  badde  lose.' 
This  Eolus  gan  hit  so  blowe,        (679)  1769 
That    through    the    world    hit    was    y- 
knowe. 

Tlio  com  the  seventh  route  anoon. 
And  fcl  on  knoi-^s  everichoou, 
And  seyde,  ^  Lady,  graunte  us  sono 
The  same  thing,  the  same  bone, 
That  [ye]  this  noxte  folk  han  doon.'      1775 
*  IV  on  yow,'  quod  she,  '  overichoon  ! 
Ye  masty  swyn,  ye  ydol  wrecches, 
Ful  of  roten  slowe  tecches  ! 
What  ?  falso  theves !  wher  ye  woldo 
Be  famous  good,  and  no-thing  nolde    (690) 
Deserve  why,  no  never  rough te?  1781 

Men  rather  yow  to-haugen  oughte ! 
For  yo  be  lyk  the  sweynto  cat, 
That  wulde  have  fish ;  but  wostow  what  ? 
Ho  woldo  no-thing  wete  his  clowes.     1785 
Yvel  thrift  come  on  your  jowes, 
And  eek  on  myn,  if  I  hit  graunte, 
Or  do  yow  favour,  yow  to  avaunto  ! 
Thou  Eolus,  thou  king  of  Trace  ! 
Go,  blow  this  folk  a  sory  grace,'  (70t>)  1790 
Quod  she,  '  anoon  ;  and  wostow  how  ? 
As  I  shal  telle  thee  right  now ; 
Sey :  "  These  ben  they  that  woldo  honour 
Have,  and  do  noskinnes  labour, 
Ne  do  no  good,  and  yit  han  laude ;       1795 
And  that  men  wcndo  that  bele  Isaude 


Ne  conde  hem  noght  of  love  weme ; 
And  yit  she  that  g^rint  at  a  queme 
Is  al  to  good  to  ese  hir  hcrte." ' 

This  Eolus  anon  up  sterte,        (710)  i8u(> 
And  with  his  blakke  clarioun 
He  gan  to  blasen  out  a  soun, 
As  loude  as  belweth  wind  in  helle. 
And  eek  therwith,  [the]  sooth  to  telle. 
This  soun  was  [al]  so  ful  of  japes,  1605 

As  ever  mowes  were  in  apes. 
And  that  wento  al  the  world  aboute, 
That  every  wight  gan  on  hom  shoutc. 
And  for  to  laugho  as  they  wore  wode  ; 
Such  game  fonde  thoy  in  hir  hode.     (720) 

Tho  com  another  companye,  181 1 

That  had  y-doon  the  traiterye, 
The  harm,  the  fgretest  wikkednesse 
That  any  herte  conthe  gesso  ; 
And  preyed  hir  to  han  good  fame,        18 15 
And    that    she    nolde    hem     doon    no 

shame. 
But  yeve  hem  loos  and  good  renoun, 
And  do  hit  blowe  in  clarioun. 
'  Nay,    wis ! '    quod    she,    '  hit    were    u 

vj'ce ; 
Al  be  ther  in  me  no  justyce,  (730)  iSny 

Me  listetli  not  to  do  hit  now, 
Ne  this  nil  I  not  graunte  you.' 

Tho  come  ther  lepingo  iu  a  route, 
And  gonne  choppen  al  abouto 
Every  man  upon  the  croune,  1825 

That  al  the  halle  gan  to  souno, 
And  seyden  :  'Lady,  lefe  and  dere, 
We  ben  swich  folk  as  ye  mowe  here. 
To  tellen  al  the  tale  aright, 
We  ben  shrewes,  every  wight,      (740)  1830 
And  han  delyt  in  wikkednesse, 
As  gode  folk  han  in  goodnesse  ; 
And  joye  to  bo  knowen  shrewes. 
And  fulle  of  vyce  and  wikked  thewes  ; 
Wherfor  we  preyen  yow,  a-rowe,  1835 

That  our  fame  swich  be  knowe 
In  alio  thing  right  as  hit  is.' 

*  I  graunte  hit  yow,'  quod  she,  '  y-wis. 
But  what  art  thou  that  seyst  this  tale. 
That  werest  on  thy  hoso  a  pale,  (750)  1840 
And  on  thy  tipet  swiche  a  belle  ! ' 
*  Madame,*  quod  he,  '  sooth  to  telle, 
I  am  that  ilke  shrowo,  y-wis. 
That  brende  tho  temple  of  Isidis 
In  Athenes,  lo,  that  citee.'  1S45.' 
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'And  wherfor    didest    thou    bo?'  qnod 

she. 
'  By  my  thrift,'  quod  he,  '  madame, 

I  woldo  fayn  han  had  a  fame, 

As  other  folk  hadde  in  the  toun, 

Al-thogh  they  were  of  greet  renoun    (760) 

For  hir  vertu  and  for  hir  thewes  ;        1851 

Thoughto  I,  as  greet  a  fame  han  shrewes, 

Thogh  hit  be  fbut  for  shrewednesse, 

As  gfxle  folk  han  for  goodnesse  ; 

And  sith  I  may  not  have  that  oon,      1855 

That  other  nil  I  noght  for-goon. 

And  for  to  gette  of  Fames  hyre, 

The  temple  setto  I  al  a-fyre. 

Now  do  our  loos  be  blowen  swythe, 

.Vs  wisly  be  thou  over  blythe/      (770)  i860 

'  Gladly,'  quod  she  ;  '  thou  Eolus, 

Herostow  not  what  they  preyen  us  ? ' 

'  Madame,  yis,  ful  wcl,'  quod  he, 

'  And  I  wil  trumpen  hit,  parde  ! ' 

And  tok  his  blakko  trumpe  faste,         1865 

And  gan  to  puifen  and  to  blaste, 

Til  hit  was  at  the  worldes  ende. 

With  that  I  gan  aboute  wonde ; 
For  tx>n  that  stood  right  at  my  bak, 
Me  thoughte,  goodly  to  me  spak,  (780)  1870 
And  seydo :  'Frond,  what  is  thy  name ? 
Artow  come  hider  to  han  fame  ?  ' 
'  Nay,  for-sothe,  frend  ! '  quod  I ; 
*  I  cam  noglit  hider,  graunt  mercy ! 
For  no  swich  cause,  by  my  heed !  1875 

Suffyceth  me,  as  I  were  deed, 
That     no    wight    have     my    name    in 

honde. 
I  woot  my-self  best  how  I  stondo  ; 
For  what  I  dryo  or  what  I  thinke, 
I  wol  my-selven  al  hit  drinke,      (790)  1880 
Certeyn,  for  the  more  part. 
As  ferforth  as  I  ojtn  myn  art.' 
'  But  what  dost  thou  hero  than  ?'  quod  ho. 
Quod  I,  '  that  wol  I  tellcn  thee, 
The  cause  why  I  stonde  liere  : —  1885 

Som  newe  tydings  for  to  lere: — 
Som  newe  fthinges,  I  not  what, 
Tydingcs,  other  this  or  that. 
Of  love,  or  swicho  thinges  glade. 
For  certcjTily,  he  that  me  made    (800)  1890 
To  comen  hider,  seydo  me, 
I  shulde  bothe  here  and  see. 
In  this  place,  wonder  thinges  ; 
But  these  be  no  swiche  tydinges 


As  I  mene  of.*     *  No  ?*  quo<l  he.  1895 

And  I  answerde,  '  No,  pardeo  ! 

For  wel  I  f  wiste,  over  yit, 

Sith  that  first  I  hadde  wit. 

That  som  folk  han  desyred  fame 

Dyvcrsly,  and  loos,  and  name  ;    (810)  1900 

But  certcynly,  I  niste  how 

Ne  wher  that  Fame  -f-dwelte,  er  now ; 

Ne  oek  of  hir  descripcioun, 

No  also  hir  condicioun. 

No  the  ordro  of  hir  dome,  1905 

Unto  the  tymo  I  hider  come.' 

'  -f* Whiche  be,  lo,  these  tydinges. 

That  thou  now  [thus]  hider  bringes, 

That  thou  hast  herd  ? '  quod  ho  to  mo  ; 

*  But  now,  no  fors  ;  for  wel  I  see  (820)  1910 

What  thou  desyrest  for  to  here. 

CJom  forth,  and  stond  no  longer  here. 

And  I  wol  thee,  with-outon  drede. 

In  swich  another  place  lede, 

Ther  thou  shalt  here  many  oon.'  1915 

Tho  gan  I  forth  with  him  to  goon 
Out  of  tho  castol,  soth  to  seye. 
Tho  saugh  I  stondo  in  a  valeyo, 
Under  the  castel,  fasto  by. 
An  hous,  that  domus  Dedali^         (830)  1930 
That  Laborintus  cleped  is, 
Nas  maad  so  wonderliche,  y-wis, 
Ne  half  so  queyntelicho  y-wrought. 
And  evermo,  so  swift  as  thought, 
This  queynto  hous  aboute  wcnte,  1925 

That  nevcr-mo  hit  stillo  stente. 
And  ther-out  com  so  greet  a  noise, 
That,  had  hit  stonden  upon  Oise, 
Hen  mighte  hit  han  herd  esely 
To  Borne,  I  trowe  sikorly.  (840)  1930 

And  tho  noyse  which  that  I  horde. 
For  al  tho  world  right  so  hit  ferde, 
As  doth  the  routing  of  the  stoon 
That  from  th'engyn  is  leten  goon. 

And  al  this  hous,  of  whicho  I  rede,  1935 
Was  made  of  twigges,  falwe,  redo. 
And  greno  oek,  and  som  weren  why  to, 
Swicho  as  men  to  these  cages  thwytc, 
Or  maken  of  these  x>aniers, 
Or  elles  fhottes  or  dossers ;  (850)  1940 

That,    for    the     swough    and     for     the 

twigges. 
This  hous  was  also  ful  of  gigges, 
And  also  ful  eok  of  chirkinges, 
And  of  many  other  werklnges ; 


346 


^$e  15ott0  of  §amt. 


[Book  III. 


And  eek  this  hons  hath  of  entrees       1945 

As  fele  as  loves  been  on  trees 

In  somer,  whan  they  greno  been  ; 

And  on  the  roof  men  may  yit  seen 

A  thousand  holes,  and  wel  mo, 

To  loten  wel  the  sonn  out  go.       (860)  1950 

And  by  day,  in  every  tyde, 
Ben  al  the  dores  ofien  wyde, 
And  by  night,  echoon,  unshette  ; 
Ne  iK)rtcr  ther  is  non  to  lette 
No  maner  tydings  in  to  pace ;  1955 

No  never  reste  is  in  that  place, 
That  hit  nis  fild  ful  of  tydinges, 
Other  loude,  or  of  whispringcs  ; 
And,  over  alio  the  houses  angles, 
Isfulof  rouninges  and  of  jangles  (870)  i960 
Of  fworre,  of  pees,  of  mariages, 
Of  f  rcste,  of  hibour  of  viages, 
Of  abood,  of  doeth,  of  lyfe. 
Of  love,  of  hate,  acorde,  of  stryfe. 
Of  loos,  of  lore,  and  of  winninges,        1965 
Of  hole,  of  sckenesse,  of  bildinges, 
Of  faire  windes,  fof  temi>estcs. 
Of  qualmo  of  folk,  and  eek  of  bestos ; 
Of  dyvers  transmutaciouns 
Of  cstats,  and  eek  of  regionns;     (880)  1970 
Of  trust,  of  drede,  of  jelousye. 
Of  wit,  of  winninge,  of  folyo  ; 
Of  plentee,  and  of  g^cet  famyne. 
Of  chepe,  of  derth,  and  of  ruyno  ; 
Of  good  or  i-mis  governement,  1975 

Of  fyr,  of  dyvers  accident. 

And  lo,  this  hous,  of  whiche  I  wrsrte, 
Biker  bo  ye,  hit  nas  not  lyte  ; 
For  hit  was  sixty  myle  of  lengthe ; 
Al  was  the  timber  of  no  strengthe,     (890) 
Yet  hit  is  founded  to  endure  1981 

Whyl  that  it  list  to  Avonturo, 
That  is  the  moder  of  tydinges. 
As  the  see  of  welles  and  springes, — 
And  hit  was  shapen  lyk  a  cage.  1985 

'  Ccrtes,'  quod  I,  '  in  al  myn  age. 
No  snugh  I  swicli  a  hous  as  this.' 
And  as  I  wondred  me,  y-wis, 
Upon  til  is  hous,  tho  war  was  I 
How  that  myn  eglo,  fasto  by,       (900)  1990 
Was  perched  hye  ui>on  a  stoon  ; 
And  I  gan  streighto  to  him  goon 
And  soyde  thus  :  '  I  prcyo  thee 
That  thou  a  whyl  abyde  me 
For  goddes  love,  and  let  me  seen         1995 


What  wondres  in  this  place  been ; 
For  yit,  paraventure,  I  may  lero 
Som  good  ther-on,  or  sumwhat  here 
That  leef  me  were,  or  that  I  woutc' 

^  Peter !  that  is  myn  entente,'    (910)  juoo 
Quod  he  to  mo  ;  *  therfor  I  dwello  ; 
But  certein,  oon  thing  I  thee  telle, 
That,  but  I  bringe  thee  ther-inne, 
Ne  shalt  thou  never  cunne  ginne 
To  come  in-to  hit,  out  of  doute,  3005 

So  faste  hit  whirleth,  lo,  abouto. 
But  sith  that  Jovos,  of  his  grace, 
As  I  have  seyd,  wol  thee  solace 
iVrnally  with  fswiche  t hinges, 
Uncouthe  sightes  and  tydinges,  (920;  aoio 
To  passe  with  thyn  hevinesse  ; 
Suche  routhe  hath  ho  of  thy  distrosse. 
That  thou  suffrest  debonairly — 
And  wost  thy-selven  utterly 
Disespcrat  of  alle  blis,  ^015 

Sith  that  Fortune  hath  maad  a-mis 
Tho  ffruit  of  al  thyn  hertes  rcste 
Languisshe  and  eek  in  point  to  brestc — 
That  he,  through  his  mightj"  jneryio^ 
Wol  do  thee  ese,  al  bo  hit  lyte,     (9301  2u-k> 
And  fyaf  expros  commaundement. 
To  whiche  I  am  obedient. 
To  furthro  thee  with  al  my  might, 
And  wisse  and  teche  thee  aright 
Whcr  thou  maist  most  tydinges  here  ;  2025 
Shaltow  fanoon  hoer  many  oon  lere.' 

With  this  worde  he,  right  anoon, 
Hente  mo  up  bitwene  his  toon, 
And  at  a  windowe  in  mc  broghte,        2029 
That  in  this  hous  was,  as  me  thoglite — (940; 
And  ther-withal,  me  thoghte  hit  stente, 
And  no-thing  hit  abouto  wente — 
And  mo  sotto  in  tho  floro  adoun. 
But  which  a  congrogacionn 
Of  folk,  as  I  saugh  rome  abouto,  2035 

Some  within  and  some  withoute, 
Nas  never  seen,  ne  shal  ben  eft ; 
That,  ccrtes,  in  the  world  nis  left 
So  many  formed  by  Nature, 
Ne  deed  so  many  a  creature  ;       (950)  21140 
That  wol  unethe,  in  that  place, 
Hadde  I  oon  foot-brede  of  sjmce  ; 
And  event'  wight  that  I  saugh  there 
Ronned  och  in  otheres  ere 
A  newe  tyding  prevelj',  2045 

Or  elles  toldo  al  openly 
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Right     Urns,    and     seyde  :    ^  Nost     not 

thou 
That  is  betid,  lo,  late  or  now? ' 

*  No,'  qnod  f  the  other,  *tel  me  what  ;* — 
And  than  ho  toldo  him  this  and  that,  (960) 
And  swoor  thor-to  that  hit  was  sooth — 
'Thus   hath    he    seyd' — and    'Thos    he 

dooth  ' —  apsa 

*tThus   shal   hit   bo'— 'fThus  herde   I 

seye ' — 
*That    ahal    be    found' — 'That  dar   I 

leye  : ' — 
That  al  the  folk  that  is  a-lyve  3055 

No  han  the  cunning  to  discry  vo 
The  t lunges  that  I  horde  there, 
AVhat  oloude,  and  what  in  ere. 
Bat  al  the  wonder-most  was  this  : — 
WTian  oon  liad  herd  a  thing,  y-wis,    (970) 
Ho  com  -j- forth  to  another  wight,         2061 
And  gan  him  toUon,  anoon-right, 
Tho  samo  tliat  to  him  was  told, 
Or  hit  a  fiirlong-way  was  old. 
But  gan  somwhat  for  to  echo  2065 

To  this  tyding  in  this  speche 
More  than  hit  ever  was. 
And  nat  so  sone  departed  nas 
That  ho  fro  him,  that  he  ne  metto 
With  the  thridde ;  and,  or  he  lette    (980) 
Any  stounde,  ho  toldo  him  als  ;  xyji 

Wore  the  tyding  sooth  or  fals, 
Yit  wolde  he  telle  hit  nathelees, 
And  evermo  with  more  one  roes 
Than  hit  was   erst.      Thus    north    and 

southe  2075 

Went  every  -j-word  fro  mouth  to  moutho. 
And  that  encrcsiug  ever-mo. 
As  fyr  is  wont  to  quikke  and  go 
From  a  sparke  spronge  amis. 
Til  al  a  citeo  brent  up  is.  (990)  3o8t> 

And,  whan  that  was  ful  y-spronge. 
And  woxen  more  on  every  tonge 
Than  ever  hit  was,  fhit  wente  anoon 
Up  to  a  windowo,  out  to  goon  ; 
Or,  but  hit  mights  out  ther  pace,  2085 

Hit  g^n  out  crope  at  som  crevace. 
And  fleigh  forth  fasto  for  tho  nones. 
And  somtyme  saugh  I  tho,  at  ones, 
A  Icsing  and  a  sad  soth-sawe. 
That  gonno  of  aventure  drawe  (loou)  2090 
Out  at  a  windowe  for  to  pace  ; 
And,  when  they  metten  in  that  place, 


They  were  a-chekked  bothe  two, 

And  neither  of  hem  moste  out  go ; 

For  other  so  they  gonne  croude,  2095 

Til  echo  of  hem  gan  ciyen  loude, 

'  Lat  mo  go  first ! '     *  Nay,  but  lat  me  ! 

And  here  I  wol  ensuren  thee 

With  the  nones  that  thou  wolt  do  so. 

That  I  shal  never  fro  thee  go,    (loio)  aioo 

But  be  thyn  owne  sworen  brother  ! 

We  wil  medle  us  ech  with  other, 

That  no  man,  be  he  never  so  wrothe, 

Shal  han  fthat  oon  of  two,  but  bothe 

At  ones,  al  beside  his  love,  2105 

Come  we  a-morwe  or  on  eve, 

Be  we  cryed  or  stille  y-rouned.' 

Thus    saugh    I    fals    and    sooth     com- 

X>ouned 
Togoder  flee  for  00  tydinge. 

Thus  out  at  holes  gonno  wringe     (loao) 
Every  tyding  streight  to  Fame  ;  21 11 

And  she  gan  yeven  echo  his  name. 
After  hir  disposicioun. 
And  yaf  hem  cek  duracioun. 
Some  to  wexe  and  wane  sono,  2 115 

As  dooth  the  faire  whj-te  moue, 
And    leet    hem    gon.      Tlier    mighte  I 

seen 
Wengcd  wondres  fasto  fleen, 
Twenty  thousand  in  a  route, 
As  Eolus  hem  blow  aboute.  (1030)  2120 

And,  lord  !  this  hous,  in  alle  tymos, 
Was  ful  of  shipmen  and  pilgrj'mes. 
With  scrippes  bret-ful  of  lesingcs, 
Entremedled  with  tydinges, 
And  eek  alone  by  hcm-selve.  2125 

O,  many  a  thousand  tymes  twelve 
Saugh  I  eek  of  these  pardonorcs, 
Currours,  and  eek  messangeres. 
With  boistes  crammed  ful  of  lyes 
As  ever  vessel  was  with  lye&       (1040)  2150 
And  as  I  alther-fastost  wente 
Aboute,  and  dide  al  myn  entente 
Mo  for  to  plcyo  and  for  to  lere. 
And  eek  a  tyding  for  to  here, 
That  I  had  herd  of  som  oontree  2135 

That  shal  not  now  be  told  for  me  ; — 
For  hit  no  node  is,  redely ; 
Folk  can  singe  hit  bet  than  I ; 
For  al  mot  out,  other  late  or  rathe, 
Alle  the  shoves  in  the  lathe ; —  (1050)  2140 
I  herde  a  gret  noise  withalle 
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In  a  comer  of  the  halle, 

Ther  men  of  lovo  tydings  toldo, 

And  I  gan  thiderward  boholde ; 

For  I  saugh  renningo  every  wight,      2145 

As  faste  as  that  they  haddon  might ; 

And    ovorirh     cryed,    *  What    thing    is 

that  ?• 
And  8om  seydo  I  not  hover  what. 
And  whan  they  wore  alio  on  an  hepe, 
Tho  bohinde  gonno  up  lope,       (1060)  2x50 


And  damben  np  on  others  faste. 
And  np  the  fnose  on  hye  caste. 
And  troden  faste  on  othere  holes 
And  stampe,  as  men  don  after  eles. 

Atte  laste  I  saugh  a  man,  2155 

Which  that  I  [neveno]  naught  ne  can  ; 
But  he  scmod  for  to  be 
A  man  of  greet  auctoriteo  .  .  .    (1068)  2158 

{Uf^nishecL) 


THE  LEGEND  OF  GOOD  WOMEN. 


■■♦♦- 


Text  A  {Earlier  Venion). 
The  prologe  of  .ix,  goods  WimtMn. 

A  TH0U8AKD  sythos  havo  I  herd  men 

telle, 
That  ther  is  joye  in  lievon,  and  i)oyne  in 

hello ; 
Anil  I  aoorde  wel  that  hit  bo  so  ; 
But  nathelos,  this  wot  I  wel  also, 
That  ther  nis  newn  that  dwelleth  in  this 

oontreo,  5 

That  either  hath  in  hello  or  heven  y-be, 
Xo  may  of  hit  non  other  weyes  witon, 
Bnt  as  ho  liath  herd  seyd,  or  fbonde  hit 

writen ; 
For  by  assay  ther  may  no  man  hit  prevo. 
But  goddes  forbo<le,  but  men  shnldo  lovo 
Wel  more  thing  then  men  han  soon  with 

yff!  II 

Men  shal  nat  wenen  every-thing  a  lyG 
For  that  he  seigh  it  nat  of  yoro  ago. 
God  wot,  a  thing  is  never  the  Icsse  so 

Thogh  every  wight  no  may  hit  nat  y-see. 
Bernard  tlie  monk  no  sangh  nat  al,  parde ! 

Than  mote  we  to  bokcs  that  wo  findo, 
Through  which  that  olde  thingcs  been  in 

minde, 
And  to  tho  doctrine  of  these  olde  wyse, 
Yoven  credence,  in  every  skilful  wyse,  20 
And  trowen  on  those  olde  aprovod  stories 
Of  holinesse,  of  regnes,  of  victories, 
Of  love,  of  hate,  of  other  sundry  things, 
Of  wliicho  I  may  not  maken  rehersinges. 
And  if  that  olde  bokes  wore  a-woye,       35 
Y-loren  wore  of  remembraunce  the  keye. 
Wel  oghte  us  than  on  oldo  bokes  leve, 


Text  B  {Later  Version). 
The  prologe  of  ,ix.  goods  Wimmen. 

A  THODSAKD  tymes  have  I  herd  men 

teUe, 
That  ther  is  joye  in  heven,  and  peyno  in 

hollo ; 
And  I  acordo  wel  that  hit  is  so  ; 
But  natheles,  yit  wot  I  wel  also. 
That  ther    nis  noon    dwelling    in    this 

contree,  5 

That  either  hath  in  hovon  or  hollo  y-bo. 
No  may  of  hit  non  other  woyes  witon, 
But  as  he  hath  herd  seyd,  or  foundo  hit 

writen ; 
For  by  assay  ther  may  no  man  hit  prove. 
But  god  forbedo  but  men  shulde  love     ii> 
Wel  more  thing  then  men  hon  seen  with 

y6! 
Men  shal  nat  wenen  evory-tliing  a  lyS 
But-if  him-solf  hit  seeth,  or  cllus  dooth ; 
For,   god  wot,  thing  is  never  the  lasse 

sooth,  14 

Thogh  every  wight  no  may  hit  nat  y-seo. 
Bernard  tho  monk  no  saugh  nat  al,  parde ! 

Than  mote  wo  to  bokes  that  we  finde, 
Through  which  that  olde  thinges  been  in 

mindo. 
And  to  tho  doctrine  of  these  olde  wyse, 
Ycvo  credence,  in  every  skilful  wyse,    ao 
That  toUen  of  theso  olde  ai)proved  stories, 
Of  holinesse,  of  regnes,  of  victories, 
Of  love,  of  hate,  of  other  sundrj'  thinges, 
Of  whiche  I  may  not  maken  rehersinges. 
And  if  that  olde  bokes  were  a-weye,       2$ 
Y-loren  wore  of  remembraunce  the  keye. 
Wol  oghto  us  than  hononren  and  bele^'O 
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Ther-as  ther  is  non  other  assay  by  preve. 
And,  as  for  mo,  though  that  my  wit  bo 

lytc, 

On  bokos  for  to  redo  I  mo  delj'te,  30 

And  in  mjTi  lierto  liavc  hem  in  reveronco ; 

And  to  hem  yeve  swioh  Inst  and  swich 

cre<lence, 
That  ther  is  vrel  unethe  game  noon 
That  from  my  bokcs  make  mo  to  goon, 
But  hit  l)e  other  uiv-on  the  haly-day,      35 
Or  ellos  in  tho  joly  tymo  of  May  ; 

Whan  tliat  I  liore  the  smalo  foules  singe. 

And  that  tho  fioures  ginno  for  to  springe, 
Farwel  ray  stndio,  as  lasting  that  sosoun  ! 
Now  havo  I  thert-o  this  condicioun     40 
That,  of  alio  tho  flourcs  in  the  mode, 
Than  love  I  most  these  iioures  whyte  and 

redo, 
Swiche  as  men  callen  dajrsies  in  our  toun. 
To  hem  havo  I  so  greet  aifeccioun,         44 
As  I  seyde  erst,  whan  comen  is  the  May, 
That  in  my  bed  ther  dawcth  me  no  day 
That  I  nam  up,  and  walking  in  the  mode 
To  seen   these   floures  agein  the   sonne 

sprede, 
Whan  it  up-risoth  by  the  morwe  shene,  49 
The  longe  day,  thus  walking  in  the  greno. 
And  whan  the  sonne  ginneth  for  to  weste, 
Than  closeth  hit,  and  draweth  hit  to  reste. 
Ro  sore  hit  is  afered  of  tho  night. 
Til  on  tho  mor^'e,  that  hit  is  dayes  light. 
This  dayosyc,  of  alio  floures  flour,  55 

Fulfild  of  vurtu  and  of  alle  honour. 
And  ever  y-lyko  fair  and  fresh  of  hewC} 
As  wcl  in  winter  as  in  somor  newo, 


[Cf.  IL  51-3,  above.] 


These  bokes,  ther  we  han  non  other  prove. 
And  as  for  me,  thogh  that  I  can  but 

l>'te. 
On  bokes  for  to  rede  I  me  delyto,  30 

And    to    hem    yeve    I    fcyth    and    ftil 

credence, 
And  in  myn  hcrte  havo  hem  in  reverence 

So  hortely,  that  ther  is  game  noon 
That  fro  my  bokes  maketh  me  to  goon, 
But  hit  bo  seldom,  on  the  hol^'day  ;        35 
Save,  certeynly,  whan  that  the  month  of 

May 
Is  comen,   and  that   I  here   tho   foules 

singe. 
And  that  the  floure.^  ginnen  for  to  springe, 
Farwel  my  l)ook  and  my  devocioun  ! 

Now  have  I  than  swich  a  condicioun, 
That,  of  alle  the  floures  in  tho  medo,     4 1 
Than  love  I  most  thcso  floures  whyto  and 

rede, 
Swicho  as  men  callen  daysies  in  our  toun. 
To  hem  havo  I  so  greet  affeocioun,         44 
As  I  seyde  erst,  whan  comen  is  the  May, 
That  in  my  bed  ther  da  wet  h  mo  no  day 
That  I  nam  up,  and  walking  in  the  mode 
To  seen  this  flour  agein  the  sonne  sprede, 

Whan  hit  uprysoth  erly  by  the  morwe  ; 
That  blisfhl  sighte  sofkneth  al  my  sorwe, 
So  glad  am  I  whan  that  I  have  presence 
Of  hit,  to  doon  al  manor  reverence,        53 


As  she,  that  is  of  alle  floures  flour. 
Fulfilled  of  al  vertn  and  honour,  54 

And  ever  y-lyke  fair,  and  fresh  of  howc  ; 
And  I  love  hit,  and  ever  y-lyke  newe, 
And  over  shal,  til  that  myn  horto  dye  ; 
Al  swore  I  nat,  of  this  I  wol  nat  lye, 
Ther  loved  no  wight  hotter  in  his  l^nre. 
And   whan   that  hit  is  eve,   I  renno 

bljrve,  60 

As  sono  as  ever  the  sonne  ginneth  weste. 
To  seen  this  flour,  how  it  wol  go  to  resto, 
For  fere  of  night,  so  hatoth  she  derkuesse ! 
Hir  ohere  is  ploynly  sprad  in  the  bright- 

nosso 
Of  tho  sonne,  for  ther  hit  wol  uncloso.  65 
Alias!  that  I  no  had  English,  xymo  or 

prose, 
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Fain  -woldo  I  prcisen.  if  I  condo  aright ;  59 
Bat  wo  is  mo,  hit  l^lh  nat  in  my  might ! 


For  wel  I  wot,  that  folk  han  hcr-befom 
Of  makin(7  ropen,  and  lad  a-weythe  corn ; 
And    I    como   after,    glening    here    and 

there, 
And  am  ful  glad  if  I  may  finde  an  ere 
Of  any  potxily  word  that  they  han  left.  65 
And,  if  liit  liappo  me  rcherscn  efb 
That  they  han  in  her  fresshc  song^  sayd, 
1  lu>po  tliat  they  wil  nat  ben  evel  apayd, 
Sith  hit  is  seid  in  forthering  and  honour 
Of  hem  that  either  servcn  leaf  or  floor.  70 


[Cf  p.  354,  coL  a,  IL  188-196.] 
For  trustcth  wel,  I  ne  liavo  nat  under- 
take 
As  uf  the  leef,  agojTi  the  flour,  to  make  ; 
No  of  the  flour  to  make,  ageyn  the  leef, 
No  more   than   of  the   com  ageyn  the 

sheof. 
For,  as  to  me,  is  leefer  noon  ne  lother ;  75 
I  am  with-holde  yit  with  never  nother. 
I  not  who  serveth  leef,  ne  who  the  flour; 
That  nis  nothing  the  ontent  of  my  labour. 
For  this  werk  is  al  of  another  tunne,     79 
Of  oldc  story,  er  swich  strjrf  was  begunne. 
But  whorfor  that  I  8i>ak,  to  yeve  ore- 
dcnce 
To  bokcs  oldo  and  d(K>n  hem  reverence, 
Is  for  men  shulde  autoritees  bcleve, 
Ther  as  ther  lyth  non  other  assay  by 

prove. 
For  myn  ontent  is,  or  I  fro  yow  fare,     85 
The  naked  text  in  English  to  declare 
Of  many  a  story,  or  elles  of  many  a  g^te, 
As  autours  seyn ;  leveth  hem  if  yow  lette ! 


ScfAoant  this  flour  to  prcyse  aright ! 
But  helpeth,  ye  that  han  conning  and 

might, 
Ye  lovers,  that  can  make  of  sentement ; 
In  this  cas  oghto  ye  be  diligent  70 

To  forthren  me  somwhat  in  my  labour, 
Whether  ye  ben  with  the  leef  or  with  the 

flour. 
For  wel  I  wot,  that  ye  han  her-bifom 
Of  making  ropen,  and  lad  awey  the  com  ; 
And   I    come    after,   glening    hero    and 

there,  75 

And  am  ful  glad  if  I  may  flndo  an  ere 
Of  any  goodly  word  that  yo  han  left. 
And  thogh  it  happen  me  rehercen  eft 
That  ye  han  in  your  fresshe  songes  sayd, 
For-bereth  mo,  and  beth  nat  evel  apoyd, 
Sin  that  yo  see  I  do  hit  in  the  honour  81 
Of  love,  and  eek  in  service  of  the  flour. 
Whom  that  I  servo  as  I  have  wit  or 

might. 
She  is  the  clemesse  and  the  verray  light, 
That  in  this  derke  worlde  me  wynt  and 

ledeth,  85 

The  herte  in-with  my  sorowful  brost  yow 

dredeth. 
And  loveth  so  sore,  that  ye  ben  vorrayly 
The  maistresse  of  my  wit,  and  nothing  L 
My  word,  my  werk,  is  knit  so  in  your 

bonde, 
That,  as  an  harpe  obeyoth  to  the  honde  90 
And  maketh  hit  soune  after  his  finger- 

inge, 
Bight  so  mowe  ye    out  of   myn.    herte 

bringe 
Swich  vois,  right  as  yow  list,  to  laughe 

or  pleyne. 
Be  ye  my  gyde  and  lady  sovereyno ; 
As  to  myn  erthly  god,  to  yow  1  calle,     95 
Bothe  in  this  werke  and  in  my  sorwes 

alle. 
But  wherfor  that  I  spak,  to  give  cre- 
dence 
To  olde  stories,  and  doon  hem  reverence. 
And  that  men  mosten  more  thing  beleve 
Then  men  may  seen  at  eye  or  elles  preve? 

That  shal  I  soyn,  whan  that  I  see  my 
tyme ;  101 

I  may  not  al  at  ones  speke  in  lyme. 
My  besy  gost,  that  thmsteth  alwey  newe 
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Whan  passed  was  almost  the  month  of 

May, 
And  I  had  romod,  al  the  someros  day,  90 
The  grcno  modew,  of  which  that  I  yow 

toldo, 
Upon  the  fressho  daysy  to  beholdo, 
And  that  the  sonno  out  of  the  south  gan 

wcste, 
And  closed  was  tho  floar  and  goon  to 

resto 
For  derknesso  of  tho  night,  of  which  she 

dredde,  95 

Hoom  to  myn   hons    ful  swiftly  I  me 

spodde  ; 
And,  in  a  litol  orbor  that  I  have, 
Y- benched  newe  with  turves  fressho  y- 

grave, 
I  had  men  shulde  me  my  conche  make  ; 
For  dcyntee  of  the  nowe  someres  sake,  100 
I  bad  hem  strowe  flonres  on  my  bed. 
Whan  I  was  layd,  and  had  myn  e3ren  hod, 
I  fol  a>slepo  with-in  an  honro  or  two. 
Me  motte  how  I  was  in  the  medew  tho. 
And  that  I  romed  in  that  same  gyse,    105 
To  seen  that  flour,  as  yo  han  herd  dovyse. 
Fair  was  this  medew,  as  thooghte  mo 

ovoral ; 
With  flouros  swote  enbrowded  was  it  al ; 

Ac  for  to  speke  of  gomme,  or  orbo,  or 

tree, 
Ck>mparisoun  jnay  noon  y-maked  be.    1 10 
For  hit  surmounted  plojTily  alio  odoures, 
And  eok  of  riche  beauto  alio  floures. 
Forgeten  had  the  orthe  his  pore  estat 
Of  winter,  that  him  naked  made  and  mat. 
And  with  his  swerd  of  cold  so  sore  had 

grevod.  115 

Now  had  the  atempre  sonne  al  that  re- 

lovetl. 
And  clothed  him  in  grene  al  nowe  agayn. 
The  smale  foules,  of  the  scson  fayn, 
That  from  the  i)antor  and  tho  net  ben 

scaped,  1 19 

Upon  theibuler,  that  hem  made  a-whaped 
In  winter,  and  distroyed  had  hir  brood, 


To  seen  this  floor  bo  yong,  so  fresh  of 

hewe, 
Constreyned  me  with  so  gledy  dosyr,    105 
That  in  my  herte  I  fole  yit  the  fyr, 
That  made  me  to  ryse  er  hit  wer  day — 
And  this  was  now  the  firsto  morwo  of 

May— 
With  dredful  herte  and  glad  devocioun, 
For  to  ben  at  the  resureccioun  1 10 

Of  this  flour,  whan  that  it  shuld  unclose 
Agayn  the  sonne,  that  roos  as  redo  as 

rose. 
That  in  the  brest  was  of  tho  bcste  that 

day, 
That  Agenores  doghter  ladde  away.      114 
[Cf.  p.  354»  coL  a,  11.  197-aio.] 


And  donn  on  knees  anon-right  I  mo  settc, 
And,  as  I  coudc,  this  fresshc  flour  I  ghetto ; 
Kneling  alwey,  til  hit  unclosed  was, 
Upon  the  smale  softe  swote  gras, 
That  was  with  floures  swote  enbroiidcd  al. 

Of  swich    swetnesse    and    swich    odour 

over-al,  1^0 

That,  for  to  sx>oko  of  gonmie,  or  herbc,  or 

tree, 
Comparisoun  may  noon  y-maked  bo  ; 
For  hit  surmounteth  ple^^nly  alio  odonrcs. 
And  eek  of  riche  beautee  alle  floures. 
Forgeten  had  the  erthe  his  pore  estat  125 
Of  winter,  that  him  naked  made  and  mat, 
And  with  his  swerd  of  cold  so  sore  greved ; 

Now  hath  the  atempre  sonne  al  that  ro- 

loved 
That  naked  was,  and  clad  hit  new  ag&yn. 
The  smale  foules,  of  the  seson  fayn,      130 
That  from  the  panter  and  the  net  ben 

scaped, 
Upon  the  fouler,  that  hem  made  a-whaped 
In  winter,  and  distroyed  had  hir  brood, 
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In  his  despoil,  hem  thonghte  hit  did  hem 

good 
To  singe  of  him,  and  in  hir  song  despyse 
The  foule  cherl  that,  for  his  covetjrse,  124 
Had  hem  betrayed  with  his  sophistrye. 
This  was  hir  song — '  the  fooler  we  defye !  * 
Somme  songen  [hiyes]  on  the  braunohos 

clero 
Of  love  and  [May],  that  joye  hit  was  to 

here, 
In  worship  and  in  preysing  of  hir  make, 
And  of  the  newe  blisfnl  someres  sake,  130 


Tliat  songen,  *  blissed  bo  seynt  Valentyn ! 
[For]  at  his  day  I  checs  yow  to  be  mjm, 
With-oute  repenting,  mjrn  herte  swete  !* 
And  thorwith-al  hir  bekes  gonnen  mete. 
fThey  dido  honour  and    humble  obei- 
saunccs,  135 

And  after  didon  other  oI)servaunce8 

Kight  [plesing]  un-to  love  and  to  nature ; 
So  ech  of  hem  [doth  welj  to  creature. 
Tills    song    to    herkue    I    dide    al  myn 
entente,  139 

For-why  I  metto  I  wisto  what  they  mente. 


In  his  despyt,  hem  thoughte  hit  did  hem 
good  134 

To  singe  of  him,  and  in  hir  song  despyse 
The  foule  cherl  that,  for  his  covetyse. 
Had  hem  betrayed  with  his  sopliistryo. 
This  was  hir  song — '  the  fouler  we  defyo. 
And  al  his  craft ! '    And  somme  songen 
clere  139 

Layes  of  love,  that  joye  hit  was  to  hero, 

In  worshipinge  and  preisinge  of  hir  make. 
And,  for  the  newe  blisful  somers  sake, 
Upon  the  braunches  ftil  of  blosmes  softe, 
In  hir  delyt,  they  turned  hem  fxd  ofte,  144 
And  songen,  '  blessed  be  seynt  Valentyn ! 
For  on  his  day  I  chees  yow  to  be  myn, 
Withouten  repenting,  myn  herte  swete  !* 
And  therwith-al  hir  bekes  gonnen  mete, 
Yelding  honour  and  humble  obeisauncos 

To    love,    and    diden    hir    other    obser- 

vaunces  150 

That  longeth  unto  love  and  to  nature ; 
Construeth  that  as  yow  list,  I  do  no  cure. 
And  the  that  hadde    doon    unkindo« 

nesse — 
As  dooth  the  tydif,  for  new-fangelnesse — 
Bosoghte  mercy  of  hir  trespassinge,      155 
And  humblely  songen  hir  repentlngo. 
And  sworen  on  the  blosmes  to  be  trewe, 
So  that  hir  makes  wolde  upon  hem  rewe, 
And  at  the  laste  maden  hir  acord. 
Al  founde  they  Daunger  for  a  tyme  a 

lord,  160 

Yet  Pitee,  through  his  stronge    gentil 

might, 
Forgaf,  and  made  Mercy  possen  Bight, 
Tlirough  innocence  and  ruled  curte^ye. 
But  I  ne  clepo  nat  innocence  folye, 
Ne  fols  pitee,  for  '  vertu  is  the  mene,'  1^ 
As  Etik  soith,  in  swich  manere  I  mene. 
And  thus  thiso  foules,  voide  of  al  malyce, 
Acordeden  to  love,  and  laften  vyce 
Of  hate,  and  songen  alio  of  oon  acord, 
'Welcome,   somor,    our    govemour   and 

lord ! '  170 

And  Zephirus  and  Flora  gentilly 
Yaf  to  the  floures,  softe  and  tenderly, 
Hir  swote  breth,  and  made  hem  for  to 

sprede, 
As  god  and  goddesse  of  the  floury  mede ; 
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Til  at  tho  laste  a  larke  long  above :  141 
*  I  fee,'  qnod  she,  *  the  mighty  god  of  love  I 
Ix»!  yond  he  cometh,  I  8oe  his  winges 

gprede!' 
Tlio  gan  I  loken  ondelong  the  mede, 


In  which  me  thoghte  I  mightc,  dny  by 

day,  175 

Dwcllen  alwey,  the  joly  month  of  Ma>', 
Withonten     sleep,    withoaten    mcto    or 

drinke. 
A-doan  fVil  sofbely  I  gon  to  sinke ; 
And,  leninge  on  myn  elbowo  and  my 

syde,  179 

The  longe  day  I  shoop  me  for  to  abydo 
For  nothing  olles,  and  I  shal  nat  lye, 
Bnt  for  to  loke  npon  the  dayesj'e, 
That  wel  by  reaon  men  hit  calle  may 
The  *  dayeaye '  or  cllos  tho  *  yo  of  daj',' 
The  emperice  and  flour  of  flourcs  olio.  185 
I  pray  to  god  that  faire  mot  she  fnllo, 
And  alle  that  lovcn  floares,  for  hir  sake  ! 
Bat  natheles,  ne  wene  nat  that  I  make 
In  preysing  of  the  floor  agayn  tho  Iccf, 
No  more  than  of  the  com  agayn  tho 

sheef :  190 

For,  as  to  me,  nis  lever  noon  ne  lothcr ; 
I  nam  with-holden  yit  with  never  nother. 
Ne  I  not  who  servoth  loef,  ne  who  tho 

flonr ; 
Wei  brooken  they  hir  service  or  labour ; 
For  this  thing  is  al  of  anotlier  tonne,    195 
Of  olde  story,  er  swich  thing  was  be- 

gonne. 
Whan  that  the  sonne  oat  of  tlie  soutli 

gan  weste, 
And  that  this  floar  gan  close  and  goon  to 

reste 
For  derknesBe  of  the  night,  the  which  she 

dredde, 
Hoom  to  myn  hons   tnl    swiftly  I  me 

spedde  200 

To  goon  to  reste,  and  erly  for  to  lysc, 
To  seen  this  floar  to  sprode,  as  I  devyse. 
And,  in  a  litcl  herber  that  I  have, 
That  benched  was  on  tarves  frosshe  y- 

grave,  2*14. 

I  bad  men  sholde  me  my  coaohe  make  ; 
For  deyntee  of  the  newe  somores  sake, 
I  bad  hem  strawen  floares  on  my  IkxI. 
Whan  I  was  leyd,  and  had  myn  eyen 

bed, 
I  fel  on  slope  in-with  an  hoare  or  two  ; 
Mo  mette  how  I  lay  in  the  modew  tho,  210 
To  seen  this  floor  that  I  so  love  and  drode. 

And  fVom  a-fer  com  walking  in  the  mcdo 
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And  saw  him  come,  and  in  his  hond  a 
quene,  145 

Clothed  in  lyol  abite  al  of  g^ne. 
A  frot  of  gold  she  hadde  next  hir  heer, 
And  np-on  that  a  whyt  coroun  she  beer 
With  many  floures,  and  I  shal  nat  lye  ; 
For  al  the  world,  right  as  the  daye^ye  150 
I-coronod  is  with  whj-te  Icves  lyte, 
Swich  were  the  floures  of   hir  ooronn 

whyte. 
For  of  o  perlo  fyn  and  oriental 
Hir  wliyto  coroun  was  y-maked  al ; 
For  which  the  whyte  coroun,  above  the 
greno,  155 

Made  hir  lyk  a  daysie  for  to  sene, 
CJonsidered  eek  the  fret  of  gold  above. 

Y-clothed  was  this  mighty  god  of  love 
Of  silk,  y-brouded  ful  of  grene  greves ; 
A  garlond  on  his  heed  of  rose-leves      160 
Steked  al  with  lilie  floures  newe ; 
But  of  his  face  I  can  nat  seyn  the  hewe. 


For  sekirly  his  face  shoon  so  brighte, 

That  with  the  glcem  a-stoned  was  the 
sighte ;  164 

A  furlong-wey  I  mighte  him  nat  beholde. 

But  at  the  laste  in  hande  I  saw  him 
holde 

Two  fyry  dartes,  as  the  gledes  rede  ; 

And  aungellich  his  wenges  gan  he  sprede. 

And  al  be  that  men  seyn  that  blind  is  he, 
Al>gate  me  thoughto  he  mighte  wel  y-see ; 
For  stomely  on  me  he  gan  biholde,       171 
80  that  his  loking  doth  mjoi  herto  colde. 
And  by  the  hande  he  held  the  noble 

queue, 
Corouned  with  whyte,  and  clothed  al  in 

grene. 
So  womanly,  so  benigne,  and  so  meke,    1 75 
That  in  this  world,  thogh  that  men  wolde 

soke. 
Half  hir  beautee  shulde  men  nat  flnde 
In  creature  that  formed  is  by  kinde, 
Hir  name  was  Alceste  the  dobonayre ; 
I  prey  to  god  that  ever  falle  she  fityre !  180 
For  ne  hadde  confort  been  of  hir  pre- 
sence, 
I  had  bo  deed,  withouten  any  defenoe, 


The  god  of  love,  and  in  his  hande  a 

queue ; 
And  she  was  clad  in  real  habit  grene. 
A  fret  of  gold  she  hadde  next  hir  hcor,  315 
And  upon  that  a  whyt  coroun  she  beer 
With  florouns  smale,  and  I  shal  nat  lye ; 
For  al  the  world,  ryght  as  a  dayesye 
Y-coronned  is  with  whyte  leves  lyte,    219 
So   were    the   florouns    of    hir    coroun 

whyte. 
For  of  o  perle  flyne,  oriental, 
Hir  whyte  coroun  was  y-maked  al ; 
For  which  the  whyto  coroun,  above  the 

grene. 
Made  hir  lyk  a  daysie  for  to  sene. 
Considered  eek  hir  fret  of  gold  above.  22$ 

Y-clothed  was  this  mighty  god  of  love 
In  silke,  enbrouded  ful  of  grene  greves, 
In-with  a  fret  of  rede  rose-loves. 
The  fresshost  sin  the  world  was    flrst 

bigonne.  aap 

His  gilto  heer  was  corouned  with  a  sonne, 
In-stede  of  gold,  for  hevinesse  and  wighte ; 
Therwith  me  thoughte  his  face  shoon  so 

brighte 


That  wel  unnethes  mighte  I  him  beholde ; 
And  in  his  hande  me  thoughte  I  saugh 

him  holde 
Two  fyry  dartes,  as  the  gledes  rede  ;     935 
And    aungellyke    his    winges    saugh    I 

sprede. 
And  al  bo  that  men  se3ni  that  blind  is  he, 
Al-gate  me  thoughte  that  he  mighte  see ; 
For  stemely  on  me  he  gan  biholde. 
So  that  his  loking  doth  myn  herte  colde. 
And  by  the  hande  he  held  this  noble 

quene,  241 

Corouned  with  whyte,  and  clothed  al  in 

grene. 
So  womanly,  so  benigne,  and  so  meke, 
That  in  this  world,  thogh  that  men  wolde 

soke. 
Half  hir  beautee  shulde  men  nat  flnde  245 
In  creature  that  formed  is  by  kinde. 
[Cf.  p.  357,  coL  2,  U.  276-9.] 
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for  dredo  of  Loves  wordes  and  his  chore, 

As,  -whaxi  tymo  is,  her-after  ye  shal  here. 

Byhind  this  god  of  love,  up-on  this  grene, 

I  saw  coxningo  of  ladyM  nyntene  i86 

In  ryal  abite,  a  ful  csy  pas, 

And  after  hem  com  of  wemen  swich  a  tras 

That,  sin  that  god  Adam  made  of  orthe, 

The  thrcdde  part  of  wemen,  ne  the  ferthe, 

Ne  wende  I  nat  by  possibilitee  191 

Hadden  ever  in  this  world  y-be  ; 

And  trewo  of  love   thise    wemen  were 

ochoon. 
Now  whether  was  that  a  wonder  thing 

or  noon, 
That,  right  anoon  as  that  they  gonne 

espye  195 

Tliis  flour,  which  that  I  clepe  the  dayesye, 
Fal  sodoinly  they  stinten  alle  at-ones, 
And  kneled  adoon,  as  it  were  for  the 

nones. 
And  after  that  they  wenten  in  oompas, 
Daonsinge  abonto  this  floor  an  esy  pas,  aoo 
And  songen,  as  it  were  in  carole-wyse. 
This  balade,  which  that  I  shal  yow  dovyse. 


Balade. 

Hyd,  AbsoloD,  thy  gilte  tresses  clere ; 
Ester,  ley  thou  thy  meknesse  al  a-doon ; 
Hyd,  Jonathas,  al  thy  frendly  manere ;  205 
Penalopee,  and  Marcia  Catoon, 
Mak  of  3'oar  wyf  hod  no  comparisonn  ; 
Hyde  ye  your  beauts,  Isonde  and  Elejme, 
Alceste  is  here,  that  al  that  may  desteyne. 

Thy  faire  bodye,  lat  hit  nat  appere,      a  10 
lAvyno ;    and  thon,   Lncresse  of  Borne 

toun. 
And  Polixene,  that  boghto  love  so  dere, 
£ck  Cleopatre,  with  al  thy  passionn, 
Hyde  ye  your  trouthe  in  love  and  your 

renoun ; 
And  thou,  Tisbe,  that  hast  for  love  swioh 

peyne :  315 

Alceste  is  here,  that  al  that  may  desteyne. 

Herro,  Dido,  Landomia,  alle  in-fere, 
Eek  Phyllis,  hanging  for  thy  Demophonn, 
And  Cuiace,  espyod  by  thy  chere, 
Ysiphile,  betrayed  with  Jasonn,  210 


[Cf.  p.  357,  coL  a,  11.  a8o-?96.] 


And  therfor  may  I  seyn,  as  thinkoth  me, 
This  soDg,  in  preysing  of  this  lady  fro. 


Balade. 

Hyd,  Absolon,  thy  gilto  tresses  clere  ;  24  <> 
Ester,  ley  thon  thy  meknesse  ol  a-donn ; 
Hyd,  Jonathas,  al  thy  frendly  manero ; 
Penalopee,  and  Marcia  Catoan, 
Mak  of  your  wyfhod  no  comparisoon ; 
Hyde  ye  your  beantes,  Isonde  and  Eleync, 
My  lady  cometh,  that  al  this  may  dis- 
teyne.  '  255 

Thy  faire  body,  lat  hit  nat  appere, 
Lavyne;   and  thou,  Luoresse   of   Borne 

tonn. 
And  Polixene,  that  boghton  love  so  dere. 
And  Cleopatre,  with  al  thy  passionn, 
Hyde  ye  your  trouthe  of  love  and  yx>ur 

renoun ;  260 

And  thou,  Tisbe,  that  hast  of  love  swich 

peyne; 
My  lady  cometh,  that  al  this  may  dis> 

teyne. 

Herro,  Dido,  Laudomio,  alle  y-fere, 
And  Phyllis,  hanging  for  thy  Demophonn, 
And  Canaoe,  espjred  by  thy  chere,         26$ 
Ysiphile,  betraysed  with  Jasonn, 


(pvotoiut.    (two  (PemottB.) 
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Mak  of  your  troathe  in  love  no  boat  no 

soun  ; 
Nor  Ypcrmistro  or  Adriane,  ne  pleyno ; 
Alceste  is  here,  that  al  that  may  destoyne. 


Whan  that  tliis  balado  al  y-songen  was, 


[Cf.  pp.  355-^1  col-  »»  11-  J79->S>8.] 


I'pon  tho  softo  and  Bwoto  g^cne  i^raa,    235 
Thpy  setten  hem  ful  softely  adoan, 
By  ordre  alio  in  compas,  alle  enveroon. 
I^rst  sat  the  god  of  lovo,  and  than  this 

qnene 
With  the  whyte  coroun,  clad  in  grene  ; 
And  sithen  al  the  remenant  by  and  by, 
As  they  were  of  degree,  fol  ourteisly ;    231 


Maketh  of  your  tronthe  ne3rther  boost  ne 

soon; 
Xor  Ypermistre  or  Adriane,  ye  tweyne  ; 
My  lady  cometh,  that  al  this  may  dis- 

t«yno. 

This  balado  may  fhl  wel  y-songen  be,  270 
As  I  have  seyd  erst,  by  my  lady  free ; 
For  corteynly,  alle  these  mow  nat  suffysc 
To  apperen  with  my  lady  in  no  wyse. 
For  as  tho  souno  wol  the  fyr  disteyne, 
So  passeth  al  my  lady  sovereyne,  375 

That  is  so  good,  so  fair,  so  debonaire ; 
I  prey  to  god  that  ever  falle  hir  faire ! 
For,  nadde  comfort  been  of  hir  presence, 
I  had  ben  deed,  wi  thou  ten  any  defence. 
For  drede  of  Loves  wordos  and  his  cherc; 
As,  when  tyme  is,  hcr-aiter  ye  shal  here. 
Behind  this  god  of  love,  npon  the  grenc, 
I  saogh  cominge  of  lady^s  nynteno 
In  real  habit,  a  fol  esy  paas ; 
And  after  hem.  com  of  women  swich  a 

traas,  J85 

Tliat,  sin  that  god  Adam  had  maad  of 

erthe, 
Tho   thriddo  -part  of  mank3md,  or  the 

fortho, 
No  wende  I  nat  by  possibilitee. 
Had  ever  in  this  wyde  worlde  y-be ; 
And  trewe  of  love    thise  women  were 

echoon.  390 

Now  whether  was  that  a  w<mder  thing 

or  noon, 
That,  right  anoon  as  that  they  gonne 

espye 
This  flour,  wliich  that  I  clepo  tho  daye^e, 
Ful  sodeinly  they  stinten  alle  at  ones. 
And  knelod  doun,  as  it  were  for  the 

nones,  395 

And  songen  with  o  vois,  *  Hele  and  honour 
To  trouthe  of  womanhode,  and  to  this  flour 
That  berth  our  alder  prys  in  figuringe  ! 
Hir  whyte  coroun  berth  the  witnessingo  !* 
And   with    that    word,    a-comjMis   on- 

viroun,  300 

They  setten  hem  ful  softely  adoun. 
First  sat  the  god  of  love,  and  sith  his 

quone 
With  the  whyte  coroun,  clad  in  grene ; 
And  sithen  al  the  remenant  by  and  by. 
As  they  were  of  estaat,  fVil  curteisly ;     305 
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Zit  £egenb  ef  6oo»  (B9omeit. 


Ke  nat  a  word  vras  spoken  in  the  place 
The  mountance  of  a  farlong-wey  of  space. 

I,  lening  £Eute  hy  under  a  bente, 
Abood,  to  knowen  what  this  peple  mente, 
As  stille  as  any  stoon ;  tU  at  the  laste,    236 
The  god  of  love  on  me  his  eye  caste. 
And  seyde,  *who  resteth  ther?*  and  I 

answerde 
Un-to  his  axing,  whan  that  I  him  herde, 
And  seydo,  '  sir,  hit  am  I ' ;  and  cam  him 

neer,  340 

And  sained  him.     Quod  he,  *  what  dostow 

heer 
In  my  presence,  and  that  so  boldely  ? 
For  it  were  bettor  worthy,  trewely, 
A  werm   to  comen   in   my  sight   than 

thou.' 
*And  why,  sir,'  quod  I,  *and  hit  lyke 

yow?'  .  345 

*  For  thou,'  quod  he,  *  art  ther-to  nothing 

able. 
Hy  serv'aunts  been  aUe  wyse  and  honour- 
able. 
Thou  art  my  mortal  fo,  and  me  warrcyost, 

And  of  myne  olde  servaunts  thou  mis- 

seyest, 
And  hinderest  hem,  with  thy  translacioun, 
And  Icttost  folk  to  han  devooioun         251 
To  servon  me,  and  baldest  hit  folye 
To  troste  on  me.     Thou  mayst  hit  nat 

denye ; 
For  in  plejni  text,  hit   nedeth   nat  to 

glose, 
Thou  hast  translated  the  Bomauns  of  the 

Bose,  a55 

That  is  an  heresye  ageyns  my  lawo, 
And  makest  wyse  folk  fro  me  withdrawe. 
And  thinkest  in  thy  wit,  that  is  ful  cool, 
That  he  nis  but  a  verray  propre  fool 
That    loveth   paramours,  to  harde  and 

bote.  a6o 

Wei  wot  I  ther-by  thou  beginnest  dote 
As  olde  foles,  whan  hir  spirit  fayleth  ; 
Than  blame  they  folk,  and  wite  nat  what 

hem  ayleth. 
Hast  thou  nat  mad  in  English  eek  the 

book 
How  that  Crisscyde  Troilus  forcook,     265 
In  shewingo  how  that  wemen  han  don 

mis? 


Ne  nat  a  word  was  spoken  in  the  place 
The  mountance  of  a  furlong- woy  of  space. 
I  kneling  by  this  flour,  in  good  entente 
Abood,  to  knowen  what  this  peple  mente, 
As  stillo  as  any  stoon  ;  til  at  the  laste,  310 
This  god  of  love  on  me  his  eyen  caste. 
And  seyde,  *who  kneleth  ther?'  and  I 

answerde 
Unto  his  asking,  whan  that  I  hit  hcrde. 
And  seyde,  *  sir,  hit  am  I  * ;  and  com  him 

neer, 
And  salued  him.    Quod  he,  *  what  dostow 

heer  315 

So  nigh  myn  owne  flour,  so  boldely  ? 
For  it  were  better  worthy,  trewely, 
A  worm  to  neghen  neer  my  flour  than 

thou.' 
*And  why,  sir,'  quod  I,   'and  hit  lyke 

yow?' 
*  For  thou,'  quod  he,  *  art  thcr-to  nothing 

able.  330 

Hit  is  my  relik,  digno  and  delytable. 

And  thou  my  fo,  and  al  my  folk  wer- 

reyest, 
And  of  myn  olde  servaunts  thou  mis- 

seyest, 
And  hindrest  hem,  with  thy  translacioun. 
And  lettest  folk  from  hir  dovocioun       335 
To  serve  me,  and  boldest  hit  folye 
To  serve  Love.  Thou  mayst  hit  nat  denye ; 

For  in  pleyn  text,  with-outen  nede  of 

glose. 
Thou  hast  translated  the  Bomaunce  of 

the  Bose, 
That  is  an  heresye  age>^s  my  lawe,      330 
And  makest  wyse  folk  fro  mo  withdrawe. 


And  of  Crisoyde  thou  hast  soyd  as  thee 

liste. 
That  makoth  men  to  wommen  lasso  triste, 
That  ben  as  trewo  as  over  was  any  steel. 


Qpvofogue.    (^190  (Pcreioiuk) 
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But  natheles,  answore  mo  now  to  this, 
Why  noldest  thou  as  wel  han  seyd  good- 

nesse 
Of  women,  as  thou  hast  seyd  wikkednesse  ? 
Was  ther  no  good  matere  in  thy  minde, 
No  in  alio  thy  bokes  condest  thou  nat 

findo  371 

Sam  story  of  women  that  were  goode  and 

trewe? 
Yls  !  god  wot,  sixty  bokes  olde  and  newo 
Hast  thou  thy-self,  alio  fulle  of  stories 

grete, 
That  bothe    Bomains    and   eek   Grekes 

treto  2JS 

Of  sundry  women,  which  lyf  that  they 

ladde, 
And  over  an  hundred  gode  ageyn  oon 

baddo. 
This  knoweth  god,  and  alio  derkes  eke, 
That  nsen  swiche  matures  for  to  soke.  279 
What  seith  Valerie,  Titus,  or  Claudian  ? 
What  seith  Jerome  ageyns  Jovinian  ? 
How    clene   maydens,    and    how   trewe 

wj'ves,  2S2 

How  stedfast  widwes  during  al  hir  lyves, 
Tcllcth  Jerome ;  and  that  nat  of  a  fewe, 
But,  I  dar  soyn,  an  hundred  on  a  rewe ; 
That  liit  is  pitee  for  to  rede,  and  routhe. 
The  wo  that  they  enduren  for  hir  trouthe. 
For  to  hir  love  were  they  so  trewe, 
That,    rather    than  they  wolde  take  a 

newo, 
Thoy  chosen  to  be  dede  in  sundry  wyse, 
And  deyden,  as  the  story  wol  devyse ;    291 
And  some  were  brend,  and  some  were  cut 

the  hals, 
And  some  dreynt,  for  they  wolden  nat  be 

fals. 
For  alio  kepcd  they  hir  maydonhed, 
Or  olios  wedlok,  or  hir  widwohcd.  ags 

And  this  thing  was  nat  kept  for  holi- 

nesse, 
But  al  for  vcrray  vortu  and  clennesse, 
And  for  men  shulde  sette  on  hem  no  lak ; 
And  yit  they  weron  hethcn,  al  the  pak, 
That  were  so  sore  adrad  of  alio  shame.  300 
Those  olde  wemon  kopto  so  hir  name, 
That  in  this  world  I  trow  men  shal  nat 

flndo 
A  man  that  coude  bo  so  trewe  and  kinde, 
As  was  the  Icsto  woman  in  that  tydo. 


Of  thyn  answere  avyse  thee  right  weel; 
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What  aeith  alBo  the  opistelB  of  Ovyde  yys 
Of  trewe  "wyvcs,  and  of  hir  labour  ? 
What  Vincont,  in  his  Storial  Mironr  ? 
Kek  al  the  world  of  autours  maystow 

here, 
Griston  and  hcUien,  trcto  of  swich  matero  ; 
It  nedeth  nat  aldny  thns  for  t'endyte.  310 
But  yit  I  sey,  what  cyleth  thee  to  wryte 
The  draf  of  stories,  and  forgo  the  corn  ? 
By  soint  Venns,  of  whom  that  I  was  bom, 
Although  [that]  thou  reneyed  host  my 

hiy, 
As  othere  olde  foles  many  a  day,  315 


Thou  shtdt  repente  hit,  that  hit  shal  be 

senc !  * 
Than    spsik    Alceste,    the    worthieste 

quone, 
And  seydo,  '  god,  right  of  your  curtesye, 
Ye  moten  herknen  if  ho  can  replye 
Ageyns  these  points  that  ye  han  to  him 

meved ;  3^0 

A  god  ne  sholde  nat  be  thus  agrevcd, 
But  of  his  deitee  he  shal  be  stable, 
And  thcrto  rightful  and  eek  merciable. 
He  shal  nat  rightfully  his  yro  wreke    324 
Or  he  have  herd  the  tother  party  sj^eke. 
Al  ne  is  nat  gospel  that  is  to  yow  ple3med  ; 
The    god    of  love    berth    many    a  tale 

y-feynod. 
For  in  your  court  is  many  a  losengeour. 
And  many  a  queynte  totelere  accusour, 
That  tabourcn  in  your  eres  many  a  thing 
For  hate,  or  for  j  clous  imagining,  331 

And  for  to  han  with  yow  som  daliaunce. 
Envye  (I  prey  to  god  yeve  hir  mischaunce !) 

Is  lavender  in  the  grete  court  alway. 
For  she  ne  parteth,  neither  night  ne  day, 
Out  of  the   hous  of  Cesar ;    thus  seith 

Dante ;  336 

Who-so  that  goth,  alwey  she  moot  [nat] 

wante. 
This  man  to  yow    may    wrongly    been 

accused, 
Ther  as  by  right  him  oghto  been  excused. 
Or  elles,  sir,  for  that  this  man  is  nyco,  340 
He  may  translate  a  thing  in  no  malyce, 
But  for  he  useth  bokes  for  to  make, 


For,  thogh  that  thou  reneyed  hast  my 
lay,  336 

As  other  wreoches  han  doon  many  a  day, 
By  seynt  Venus,  that  my  mwlor  is. 
If  that  thou  live,   thou  shalt  rcpenten 

this 
So  cruelly,  that  hit  shal  wol  be  seno  !*  340 

Tho  spak  this  lady,  clothed  al  in  grene, 

And  seyde,  *  pod,  right  of  your  curtesye. 
Ye  moten  herknen  if  he  can  replye 
Agayns    al    this   that  ye    ban    to    him 

meved ; 
A  god  ne  sholde  nat  be  thus  ogreved,  345 
But  of  his  deitee  he  shal  be  stable. 
And  therto  gracious  and  merciable. 
And  if  ye  nere  a  go<l,  that  knowen  al, 
Than  mighte  hit  be,  as  I  yow  tellen  shal ; 
This  man  to  you  may  falsly  been  ac- 
cused, 350 
Ther  as  by  right  him  oghto  been  excused . 
For  in  your  court  is  many  a  losengeour, 
And  many  a  queynte  totelere  accusour. 
That  tabouren  in  your  eres  many  a  soun. 
Right  after  hir  imaginacioun,  355 
To  have  your  daliance,  and  for  envye ; 
These  been  the  causes,  and  I  shaU  nat 

lye. 
Envye  is  lavender  of  the  court  alway ; 
For  she  ne  parteth,  neither  night  ne  day. 
Out  of  the  hous   of  Cesar;    thus  seith 
Dante ;  360 

Who-so  that  goth,  algate  she  wol  nat 
w^ante. 

[Cf.  11.  350-1  above.] 


And  eek,  paraunter,  for  this  man  is  nyce, 
He  mighte  doon  hit,  gessing  no  malyce, 
But  for  he  useth  thinges  for  to  make ; 


(Ptofo^e.    {Zwo  (TOttnioM.) 
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And  takth  non  heed  of  what  xnatere  he 

take; 
Therfor    he    wroot    the    Hose    and    eek 

Crisseyde 
Of  innocence,  and  niste  what  he  seyde ; 
Or  him  was  bodcn  make  thilke  tweye    346 
Of  Bom  iMjrsone,  and  darst«  hit  nat  with- 

seye  ; 
For  he  hath  writen  many  a  book  er  this. 
He  ne  hath  nat  doon  so  ^revonsly  amis 
To  tronslaten  that  olde  clerkes  wryten,  550 
As  thogh  that  ho  of  malice  wolde  end3^n 
Despjii  of  love,   and  hadde  him-self  y- 

wroght. 
This  sluildo  a  rightwys  lord  han  in  his 

thoght, 
And  nat  be  lyk  tirannts  of  Lnmhardye, 
That  nsen  wilfulhed  and  tiranuye,        355 
For  ho  that  king  or  lord  is  natnrel, 
Him  oghte  nat  bo  tiraunt  ne  cruel, 
As  is  a  fermour,  to  doon  the  harm  he  can. 
He  mosto  thiuke  hit  is  his  lige  man, 
And  that  him  oweth,  of  verray  dnetee,  360 
Shewen  his  peple  pleyn  benignitee, 
And  wel  to  here  hir  cxcosacioaus, 
And  hir  compleyntes  and  peticionns, 
In  dnowe  tyme,  whan  they  shal  hit  profre. 
This  is  the  sentence  of  the  philosophre : 
A  king  to  kepo  his  ligos  in  justyce  ;         366 
With-outen  doute,  that  is  his  offyoe. 
And  therto  is  a  king  ful  depe  y-swom, 
Fol  many  an  hundred  winter  heer-bifom ; 
And  for  to  kepe  liis  lordcs  hir  d^^o,   370 
As  hit  is  right  and  skilful  that  they  be 
Enhaunced    and     honoured,    and    most 

dcre — 
For  they  ben  half-goddes  in  this  world 

here — 
This  shal  he  doon,  bothe  to  pore  [and] 

richo, 
Al  be  that  her  cstat  bo  nat  a-liche,        375 
And  han  of  p>re  folk  compassioun. 
For  lo,  the  gontil  kind  of  the  lioun  ! 
For  whan  a  flye  offendeth  him  or  byteth, 
He  with  his  tayl  awey  the  flye  smyteth 
Al  esily;  for,  of  his  gpnterye,  381) 

Him  dcyneth  nat  to  wreke  him  on  a  flye, 
As  doth  a  curre  or  ellos  another  beste. 
In  noblo  corage  oghte  been  areste. 
And  weycn  every  thing  by  equitee, 
And  ever  han  reward  to  his  owen  degree. 


Him  rekketh  noght  of  what  matere  he 
take ;  365 


Or  him  was  boden  maken  thilke  twoye 
Of  som  persone,  and  durste  hit  nat  with- 

seye; 
Or  him  repenteth  utterly  of  this. 
He  ne  hath  nat  doon  so  grevously  amis 
Totranslaten  that  olde  clerkes  wiyten,  370 
As  thogh  that  he  of  malice  wolde  endyten 
Despyt  of  love,  and    had    him-self  hit 

wroght. 
This  shulde  a  rightw3r8  lord  have  in  his 

thoght. 
And  nat  be  lyk  tiraunts  of  Lumbardye, 
Than  han  no  reward  but  at  tirannye.     375 
For  he  that  king  or  lord  is  naturel, 
Him  oghte  nat  be  tiraunt  ne  cruel. 
As  is  a  fermour,  to  doon  the  harm  he  can. 
Ho  moste  thinke  hit  is  his  lige  man, 


And  is  his  tresonr,  and  his  gold  in  cofre. 
This  is  the  sentence  of  the  philosophre :  3S1 
A  king  to  kepe  his  liges  in  justyce ; 
With-outen  doute,  that  is  his  offyce. 


Al  wol  he  kepe  his  lordes  hir  degree. 
As  hit  is  right  and  skilful  that  they  be  385 
Enhaunced    and    honoured,    and    most 

dere — 
For  they  ben  half-goddes  in  this  world 

here — 
Yit  mot  ho  doon  bothe  right,  to  i>ore  and 

riche, 
Al  be  that  hir  estat  be  nat  y-liche. 
And  han  of  pore  folk  compassioun.      390 
For  lo,  the  gen  til  kynd  of  the  leoun  ! 
For  whan  a  flye  offendeth  him  or  byteth, 
He  with  his  tayl  awey  the  flye  smyteth 
Al  esily  ;  for,  of  his  genterye,  394 

Him  deyneth  nat  to  wreke  him  on  a  flye, 
As  doth  a  curre  or  eUx»  another  beste. 
In  noble  corage  oghte  been  areste. 
And  weyen  every  thing  by  equitee, 
And  ever  han  reward  to  his  owen  degreeb 
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Zit  Aegenb  of  <Boob  (V^ometu 


For,  siTf  hit  is  no  maystrie  for  a  lord   386 
To  dampno  a  man  vnith-onte  answero  or 

word ; 
And,  for  a  lord,  that  is  ful  foul  to  tisc 
And  if  so  be  ho  may  him  nat  cxcoso, 
[Bat]  axeth  mercy  with  a  sorweful  herte, 
And   profreth    him,  right    in    his  bare 

8hert«,  391 

To  been  right  at  yonr  owne  jagemont, 
Than  oghte  a  god,  by  sliort  ayysomcnt, 
Gonsidre  his  owne  honour  and  his  trespas. 
For  sith  no  cause  of  deeth  lyth  in  this 

cas,  395 

Yow  oghte  been  the  lighter  merciable ; 
Loteth    your    ^'re,    and    beth    somwhat 

tretable ! 
The  man  hath  served  yow  of  his  conning, 
And  forthercd  your  lawe  with  his  making. 
Whyl  he  was  yong,  he  kepto  your  estat ; 
I  not  wher  he  bo  now  a  renegat.  401 

But  wel  I  wot,  with  that  he  can  endyto, 
He  hath  maked  lewod  folk  deljrto 
To  servo  you,  in  preysing  of  your  name. 
He  made  the  book  that  hight  the  Hous  of 

Fame,  405 

And    eek    the    Deeth   of  Blauncho  tlie 

Duchesse, 
And  the  Parlement  of  Foulos,  as  I  gcsse. 
And  al  the  love  of  Palamon  and  Arcsrte 
Of  Thebes,  tbogh  the  story  is  knowen  lyte; 
And  many  an  ympne  for  your  halydayes. 
That  highten   Balades,    Roundels,  Viro- 

laycs;  411 

And  for  to  speko  of  other  besinossc. 
Ho  hath  in  prose  translated  BoJk^e ; 
And  of  the  Wrochcd  Engendring  of  Man- 

kindc, 
As  man  may  in  impo  Innocent  y-finde ;  415 
And  mad  the  liyf  also  of  soynt  Cecylo ; 
Ho  made  also,  goon  sithen  a  greet  whyl, 
Origenes  upon  the  Maudclcyne  ; 
Him  oghto  now  to  have  the  lesse  pesrne  ; 
Ho  hath  mad  many  a  lay  and  many  a 

thing.  4JO 

Now  as  yo  been  a  god,  and  oek  a  king, 
I,  your  Alecste,  whylom  quono  of  Trace, 
I  axe  yow  this  man,  right  of  your  grace, 
That  yo  him  never  hurte  in  al  his  lyve ; 
And  he  shal  sweren  yow,  and  that  as 

blyvc,  425 

Ho  shal  no  more  agiltcn  in  this  wyso ; 


For,  sir,  hit  is  no  maystrie  for  a  lord    400 
To  dampno  a  man  with-oute  answere  of 

word ; 
And,  for  a  lor<l,  that  is  ful  foul  to  U8<*. 
And  if  so  be  he  may  him  nnt  excuse, 
But  asketh  mercy  with  a  drodful  herte, 
And  profreth    him,   right    in    his   bare 
shcrte,  405 

To  been  right  at  your  owne  jugemont. 
Than  oghte  a  god,  by  short  avj-sement, 
Considro  his  owne  honour  and  his  trcsx>as. 
For  sith  no  cause  of  deeth  lyth  in  this 

cas, 
Yow  oghte  l)Con  the  lighter  merciable ;  411) 
Leteth  your  yre,  and  beth  somwhat  tret- 
able ! 
The  man  hath  served  yow  oT  his  conning, 
And  forthred  wel  your  lawe  in  his  making. 


Al  be  hit  that  he  can  nat  wel  endyto. 
Yet  hath  he  maked  lowed  folk  delyte  415 
To  serve  you,  in  preysing  of  your  name. 
He  made  the  book  that  hight  the  Hous  of 

Fame, 
And  eek   the    Deeth    of   Blaunche    the 

Duchesse, 
And  the  Parlement  of  Foules,  as  I  gcsse. 
And  al  the  love  of  Palamon  and  Arcyte  4  jo 
Of  Thel>€S,  thogh  the  storj'  is  knowen  lyte ; 
And  many  an  ympne  for  your  halydayes. 
That  highten  Balades,   Eoundels,  Vire- 

layos ; 
And,  for  to  speke  of  other  holynessc. 
Ho  hath  in  prose  translated  BoJk;o,       4^5 


And  mad  the  Lyf  also  of  scynt  Cecylo  ; 
He  made  also,  goon  sithen  a  greet  whyl, 
Origenes  upon  the  Maudelcyne ; 
Him  oghte  now  to  have  the  lesse  po>'no ; 
'He  hath  mad   many  a  lay  and   many 

a  thing.  430 

*  Now  as  ye  been  a  god,  an<l  00k  a  king, 
I,  your  Alceste,  whylom  queue  of  Trace, 
I  asko  yow  this  man,  right  of  your  grace. 
That  yo  him  never  hurt©  in  al  hLs  Ij'^'o  : 
And  lie  shal  sweren  yow,  and   that  as 

blyve,  4:5 

He  shal  no  more  agiltcn  in  this  w^'so ; 
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Bat  ho  shal  maken,  as  ye  wil  devyso, 
Of  wemen  trewc  in  lovingo  al  hir  lyve, 
Wher-flo  ye  wil,  of  maiden  or  of  wyve, 
And  forthrcn  yow,  as  muche  as  ho  mis- 

seydo  430 

Or  in  the  Rose  or  olles  in  Criseyde.' 
The   god  of   love    answerde   hir  thus 

anoon, 
'  Madame,'  quml  lie,  *  hit  is  so  long  agoon 
That  I  yow  knew  so  charitable  and  trewe, 
That  never  yit,  sith  that  the  world  was 

newe,  435 

To  mo  no  fon<l  I  better  noon  than  ye. 
That,  if  that  I  wol  save  my  <legree, 
I  may  no  wol  nat  wame  your  requeste ; 
Al  lyth  in  yow,  doth  with  him  what  yow 

leste,  439 

And  al  foryeve,  with-outen  longer  space  ; 
For  wh<>-si>  ycveth  a  yift,  or  doth  a  grace, 
Do  hit  by  tyme,   his  thank  is  wel  the 

more ; 
And  dcmetli  ye  what  he  shal  do  therfore. 
Go  thanko  now  my  lady  heer,'  qao<l  he. 
I  roos,  and  donn  I  setto  mo  on  my 

knee,  445 

And  Boyde  thus  :  '  Madame,  tho  god  above 
Forj'clde  yow,  that  ye  tho  god  of  love 
Han  maked  mu  his  wrathe  to  foryivo  ; 
And  yevo  me  grace  so  long  for  to  live, 
That  I  may  knowe  s<K>thly  what  ye  be,  450 
That  han  mo  holpen,  and  put  in  swich 

degree. 
But  trowely  I  wonde,  as  in  this  cas, 
Naught   have    agilt,    no    doon    to    love 

trespas. 
Forwhy  a  trewe  man,  with-outen  drede, 
Hath  nat  to  parton  with  a  theves  dede  ; 
Xe  a  trewe  lover  oghto  me  nat  blame,  456 
Thogli  tliat  I  speko  a  fals  lover  som  shame. 
They  oghto  rather  with  me  for  to  holde, 
For  tliat  1  of  Cresey<lo  wroot  or  tolde, 
Or  of  the  Koso ;   what-so  myn  anctour 

mcntc,  460 

Algate,  gixl  wot,  hit  was  myn  entente 
To  forth ren  trouthe    in    love    and    hit 

chcryco ; 
And  to  bo  war  fro  falsnesse  and  fro  vyoe 
By  swich  cnsamplo  ;  this  was  my  men- 

ingo.' 
And  sho  answerde,  *■  lat  bo  thyn  argn- 

inge ;  465 


But  ho  shal  makon,  as  yo  wil  devyso, 
Of  wommen  trewe  in  lovingo  al  lur  lyve, 
Wher-so  ye  wil,  of  maiden  or  of  w^-vo, 
And  forthron  yow,  as  muche  as  ho  xnis- 

soydo  440 

Or  in  tho  Hose  or  olios  in  Cresoyde.' 
Tho  god   of   love  answenlo  hir    thus 

anoon, 
'  Madame,'  quod  ho,  *  hit  is  so  long  agoon 
That  I  yow  knew  so  charitable  and  trewe. 
That  never  yit,  sith  that  the  world  was 

newe,  445 

To  me  no  fond  I  better  noon  than  ye. 
If  that  I  wolde  save  my  degree, 
I  may  ne  wol  nat  weme  your  reqnesto ; 
Al  lyth  in  yow,  doth  with  him  as  yow 

leste. 
I  al  foryeve,  with-outen  longer  space  ;  450 
For  who-so  yeveth  a  yift,  or  doth  a  grace, 
Do  hit  by  tyme,  his  thank  is  wel  the 

more ; 
And  dometh  ye  what  ho  shal  do  therfore. 
Uo  thanko  now  my  lady  heer,'  quoil  ho. 
I  roos,  and  doun  I  sett-e  me  on  my 

knee,  455 

And  seyde  thus  :  ^  Madame,  the  god  above 
Foryelde  yow,  that  ye  the  god  of  love 
Han  maked  me  his  wrathe  to  foryivo  ; 
And  yevo  me  grace  so  long  for  to  live. 
That  I  may  knowe  soothly  what  ye  be,  460 
That  han  mo  holpe    and   put    in    this 

degree. 
But  trewely  I  wendo,  as  in  this  cas. 
Naught    have    agilt,    no    doon    to    love 

trespas. 
Forwhy  a  trow©  man,  with-outen  drede, 
Hath  nat  to  parton  with  a  theves  dede ; 
No  a  trewe  lover  oghte  me  nat  blame, 
Tliogh  that  I  spoke  a  fals  lover  som  shame. 
They  oghte  rather  with  me  for  to  holde, 
For  that  I  of  Croseyde  wrfwt  or  tolde. 
Or  of  tho  Hose ;   what-so  myn.   auctonr 

mente,  470 

Algate,  god  wot,  hit  was  myn  entente 
To  forthron    trouthe    in    love  and    hit 

cheryce  ; 
And  to  be  war  fro  falsnesso  and  fro  vyce 
By  swich  cnsamplo ;  this  was  my  men- 

inge.' 
And  she  answerde,  '  lat  be  thyn  argu- 

inge ;  475 
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Z^  ^egenb  of  Coolb  (^omen. 


For  Love  ne  wol  nat  ootmtreploted  be 
In  right  ne  wrong ;  and  lemo  this  at  me! 
Thou  hast  thy  grace,  and  hold  thee  right 

ther-to. 
Xow  wol  I  seyn  what  penance  thou  shalt 

do 
For  thy  trespas,  and  nnderstond  hit  hero : 
Thon  shalt,  whyl  that  thou  livest,  yeer  by 

yero,  47 » 

The  moste  party  of  thy  lyve  sponde 
In  making  of  a  glorious  Legende 
Of  Gode  Wemen,  maidenesand  wyves,  474 
That  wore  trowo  in  lovinge  al  hir  lyves  ; 
And  telle  of  false  men  that  hem  bitrayen. 
That  al  hir  Ijrf  ne  doon  nat  but  assayen 
How  many  wemon    they  may  doon    a 

shamo ; 
Fbr  in  your  world  that  is  now  holden 

game. 
And  thc^h  thee  lesteth  nat  a  lover  be,  480 
Spek  wel    of  love ;    this  penance  yeve 

I  thee. 
And  to  the  god  of  love  I  shal  so  preye, 
That  ho  shal  chaxge  his  servants,  by  any 

weye, 
To  forthren  thee,  and   wol  thy  labour 

quyte  ; 
GK>  now  thy  wey,  thy  penance  is  but  lyte.' 


The  god  of  love  gan  smylc,  and  than  he 

seydo,  486 

*  Wostow,'  qnod  he,  *  wher  tliis  be  wyf  or 

mayde, 
Or  qnene,  or  coontesse,  or  of  what  degree,' 
That  hath  so  litel  penance  yeven  thee. 
That  hast  deserved  sorer  for  to  smerte  ? 
But  pitee  renneth  sono  in  gontil  herte ; 
That  ma3:st  thou  seen,  she  kytheth  what 

she  is.' 
.\nd  I  answerdo,  '  na^y,  sir,  so  have  I  blis. 
No  more  but  that  I  see  wel  she  is  good.' 

'  That  is  a  trewe  tale,  by  myn  hood,'  495 
Qnod  Love,  ^  and  that  thou  knowest  wel, 

pard«e, 
If  hit  1)0  so  that  thou  avyse  thee. 
Hastow  uat  in  a  book,  lyth  in  thy  cheste. 
The  grct  goodnesso  of  the  quene  Alcestc, 
That  turned  was  into  a  dajresye :  500 

She  that  for  hir  husbonde  chees  to  dye, 


For  Love  no  wol  nat  countrepleted  be 
In  right  ne  wrong ;  and  leme  that  of  mo ! 
Thou  hast  thy  grace,  and  hold  thee  right 

ther-to. 
Now  wol  I  seyn  what  penance  thou  shalt 

do 
For  thy  trespas,  and  nnderstond  hit  here: 
Thou  shalt,  whyl  that  thou  livest,  yeer 

by  yero,  481 

The  moste  party  of  thy  tyme  spende 
In  making  of  a  glorious  Legende 
Of  Gode  Wommen,  maidenos  and  W3rves, 
That  weren  trewe  in  lovinge  al  hir  lyvos; 
And  telle  of  false  men  that  hem  bitrayen, 
That  al  hir  l3rf  ne  doon  nat  but  assayen 
How  many  wommen  they  may  doon  a 

shamo; 
For  in  your  world  tliat  is  now  holde  a 

game. 
And  thogh  thee  lyke  nat  a  lover  l)o,     490 
Spek  wol  of  lovo ;   this  i>enanbo  yive  I 

thee. 
And  to  the  god  of  lovo  I  shal  so  preye, 
That  he  shal  charge  his  servants,  by  any 

weye. 
To  forthren  thee,   and  wel  thy  labour 

quyte ; 
Go  now  thy  wey,  this  penance  is  but  lyte. 
And  whan  this  book  is  maad,  yivo  hit  the 

quene  '  496 

On  my  belialfo,  at  Eltham,  or  at  Sh<mc.' 
The  god  of  love  gan  smylo,  and  than  he 

seyde, 
*  Wostow,'  quod  he,  *  wher  this  bo  wyf  or 

mayde. 
Or  quene,  or  countesse,  or  of  what  degree, 
That  hath  so  litel  penance  yivon  thee,  501 
That  hast  deserved  sorer  for  to  smerte  ? 
But  pitee  renneth  sono  in  gentil  herte  ; 
That  maystow  seen,  she  kytheth  what 

she  is.'  504 

And  I  answenlo,  *  nay,  sir,  so  have  I  blis. 
No  more  but  that  I  see  wel  sho  is  good.' 

*  That  is  a  trewe  tale,  by  myn  hood,' 
Quod  Love,  *  and  that  thou  knowest  wel, 

pardee. 
If  hit  be  so  that  thou  avyse  thee.  509 

Hastow  nat  in  a  book,  l>'th  in  thy  cheste, 
The  grete  goodnesse  of  the  queno  Alceste, 
That  turned  was  into  a  dayesye  : 
She  that  for  hir  husbonde  chcos  to  dye, 
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And  eok  to  goon  to  hello,  rathor  than  he, 
And  Ercules  rescued  hir,  pardee, 
And  broghto  hir  out  of  hclle  agayn  to 
blis?'  504 

And  I  answerde  agc>'n,  and  seyde,  *yis, 
Now  knowe   I  hir !    And  is  this    good 

Alce8t«, 
The  dnyesye,  and  myn  ownehertesroste? 
Now  fele  I  wel  the  goodnesse  of  this  wyf, 
That  bothe  after  hir  docth,  and  in  hir  lyf, 
Hir  greto  bountoe  doubleth  hir  renonn ! 
Wel  hath  she  quit  mo  myn  affeccioun 
That  I  have  to  hir  flour,  the  dayesye  ! 
No  wonder  is  thogh  Jovo  hir  stellifye, 
As  telleth  Agaton,  for  hir  goodnesse  ! 
Hir  whj'te  coroun  berth  of  hit  witnesse ; 
For  also  many  vcrtues  haddo  she,         516 
As  smale  floures  in  hir  coroun  bo. 
In  rcmembraunce  of  hir  and  in  honour, 
CilHjlla  made  the  daycsy  and  the  flour  519 
Y-coroned  al  with  whyt,  as  men  may  see ; 
And  Mars  yaf  to  hir  coroun  reed,  pardee. 
In  stcde  of  rubies,  sot  among  the  whj'te.* 
Therwith  this  quene  wex  reed  for  shame 
a  Ij'to,  523 

"Whan  she  was  preysed  so  in  hir  presence. 
Than  seydo  Love,  *  a  ful  gret  negligence 
Was  hit  to  thee,  to  write  unstedfastnosse 
Of  women,  sith  thou  knowcst  hir  good- 
nesse 
By  preef,  and  cek  by  stories  heer-bifom  ; 
Lot  be  the  chaf,  and  wryt  wel  of  the  com. 
Why  noldcst  thou  han  writen  of  Alceste, 
And    leten    Crisoide    been    a-slepe    and 
reste  ?  531 

For  of  Alceste  sliuldo  thy  wryting  be. 
Sin  that  thou  wost  that  kalendcr  is  she 
Of   goodnesse,   for   she   tanghto   of  fyn 

lovinge. 
And  namely  of  wyf  hood  the  livinge,     535 
And  alle  the  boundes  that  she  oght«  kepe ; 
Thy  litel  wit  was  thilke  tyme  a-slepo. 
But  now  I  charge  thee,  ujwn  thy  lyf, 
That  in  thy  Legend  thou  make  of  this 

Whan  thou  hast  othere  smale  maad  be- 
fore ;  540 
And  fare  now  wel,  I  charge  thee  no  more. 


And  00k  to  goon  to  hello,  rather  than  ho, 
And  Ercules  roscowed  hir,  pardoe,  515 
And  broghte  hir  out  of  hoUe  ag&yn  to 

blis?' 
And  I  answerde  agoyn,  and  scyde,  'yis, 
Now   knowe   I  hir !    And   is   this  good 

Alceste,  51K 

The  dayesye,  and  myn  owne  hortes  reste  ? 
Now  fele  I  wel  the  goodnesse  of  this  wj'f. 
That  bothe  aft«r  hir  deeth,  and  in  hir  lyl", 
Hir  grete  bountee  doubleth  hir  reuoun  ! 
Wel  hath  she  quit  me  myn  afleccioun 
That  I  have  to  hir  flour,  the  dayesye  ! 
No  wonder  is  thogh  Jove  hir  stellifye,  535 
As  telleth  Agaton,  for  hir  goodnesse ! 
Hir  why  to  coroun  berth  of  hit  witnesse  ; 
For  also  many  vertues  haddo  she, 
As  smale  floures  in  hir  coroun  l>e.         539 
In  rcmembraunce  of  hir  and  in  honour, 
Cil)olla  made  the  dayesy  and  the  flour 
Y-coroned  al  with  whj't,  as  men  may  see; 
And  Mars  yaf  to  hir  coroun  reed,  pardee, 
In  stede  of  rubies,  set  among  the  whyte.* 
Therwith  this  quene  wex  reed  for  shame 

»  lyto,  535 

Whan  she  was  preysed  so  in  hir  presence. 
Than  seydo  Love,  *  a  ful  gret  negligence 
Was  hit  to  thee,   that   ilke   tyme  thou 

made  538 

"  Hyd,  Absolon,  thy  tresses,"  in  balade. 
That  thou  forgete  hir  in  thy  song  to  sette, 
Sin  that  thou  art  so  gretly  in  hir  dette, 


And  wost  so  wel,  that  kalendcr  is  she 

To  any  woman  that  wol  lover  be 

For    she    taughte   al   the    cnift   of  fyn 

lovinge. 
And  namely  of  wjrf  hood  the  livinge,    545 
And  alle  the  boundes  that  she  oghte  kepo ; 
Thy  litel  wit  was  thilke  tyme  a-slepo. 
But  now  I  charge  thee,  ui>on  thy  Ijdf, 
That  in  thy  Legend  thou  make  of  this 

'wyf, 
Wlian  thou  hast  other  smale  y-maad  be- 
fore ;  ^y 
And  fare  now  wel,  I  charge  thee  no  more. 
But  er  I  go,  thus  muche  I  wol  thee 
telle, 
Ne  shal  no  trewe  lover  come  in  helle. 
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Zit  £egen^  of  &ool  (BDomen. 


At  Cleopatro  I  wol  that  thoa  beginne ; 
Aud  so  forth  ;  and  my  love  so  shalt  thou 
winno.'  543 


And  with  that  word  of  sleep  I  gan  n-awake, 
And  right  thus  on  my  Legand  gan  I  make. 


Thiso  other  ladies  sittinge  hero  arowe 
Ben  in  thy  haladc,  if  thou  canst  hem 

knowe,  555 

And  in  thy  bokos  alle  thou  shalt  hem 

iinde; 
Have  hem  now  in  thy  Legend   alle   in 

mindo, 
I  mene  of  hem  that  been  in  thy  knowinge. 
For  heer  ben  twenty  thousand  mo  sittinge 
Than    thoa    knowest,    that    boon    good 

wommen  alle  5fN> 

And  trewe  of  love,  for  aught  that  maj' 

befalle  ; 
Make  the  metres  of  hem  as  the  leste. 
I  mot  gon  hoom,  the  sonne  draweth  weste, 
To  Paradys,  with  al  this  companye ; 
And  serve  alwey  the  fressho  dayesyo.  ^^^ 
At  Cleopatro  I  wol  that  thou  beginne  ; 
And  so  forth  ;  and  my  love  so  shalt  thou 

winnc. 
For  lat  see  now  what  man  that  lover  be, 
Wol  doon  so  strong  a  peyno  for  love  as 

she. 
I  wot  wel  that  thou  mayst  nat  ol  hit 

ryme,  571* 

That  swiche  lovers  diden  in  hir  tyme ; 
It  were  to  long  to  reden  and  to  here  ; 
Sufiyceth  me,  thou  make  in  this  monere. 
That  thou  roherce  of  al  hir  lyf  the  grete. 
After  thise  olde  auctours  listen  to  trete. 
For  who-so  shal  so  many  a  storie  telle,  576 
Sey  shortly,  or  he  shal  to  longe  dwelle.* 
And  with  that  word  my  bokcs  gan  I  take. 
And  right  thus  on  my  Legend  gan  I  make. 


Explicit  prohtmium. 


L   THE  LEGEND  OF  CLEOPATRA. 


Indpit  Legenda  Cleopatrie,  MartiriSy 
Egipti  rtgine. 

ArTRR  the  decth  of  Tholomoe  the  king,  580 
That  al  Egipte  haddo  in  his  governing, 
Regned  his  queue  Cleopataras ; 
Til  on  a  tyme  befel  thor  swiche  a  cas, 
That  out  of  Rome  was  sent  a  senatour, 
For  to  conqueren  rcgnes  and  honour   585 
Unto  the  toun  of  BomOi  as  was  usaonoe, 
To  have  the  world  unto  her  obeiaaunoe ; 


And,  sooth  to  seyo,  Antonius  was  his 

name. 
So  fil    hit,    as    Fortune    him    oghte    a 

shame  (lu) 

Whan  he  was  fallen  in  prosperitee,      590 
Rebel  unto  the  toun  of  Rome  is  ho. 
And  over  al  this,  the  suster  of  Cesar, 
He  latle  hir  falsly,  er  that  she  was  war, 
And  wolde  algates  han  another  wyf ; 
For  whiche  he  took  with  Rome  and  Cesar 

Btryf.  59(5 
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Natbeles,  for-sooth,  this  like  senatoar 
Was  a  ful  worthy  gentil  werreyonr, 
And  of  his  deeth  liit  was  fal  greet  damage. 
Bat  love  had  broght  this  man  in  swicho 

a  rage,  (20) 

And  him  so  narwe  bonnden  in  his  las, 
Al  for  the  love  of  Cleopataras,  601 

That  al  the  world  he  sette  at  no  value. 
Him  thoughte,  nas  to  him  no  thing  so 

duo 
As  Cleopatras  for  to  love  and  servo  ;    604. 
Him  roghte  nat  in  armos  for  to  sterve 
In  the  defence  of  hir,  and  tjf  hir  right. 
This  noble  quene  eek  lovedo  so  this 

knight, 
Through  his  desert,  and  for  his  chivalrye ; 
As  certcinly,  but-if  that  bokes  lye,        (30) 
Ho  was,  of  pcrsone  and  of  gentilesse,  610 
And  of  discrccioun  and  hardinesse, 
Worthy  to  Any  wight  that  liven  may. 
And  slie  was  fair  as  is  the  rose  in  May. 
And,  for  to  makcn  shortly  is  the  beste, 
She  wox  his  w^'f,  and  hadde  him  as  hir 

leste.  615 

The  wedding  and  the  festeto  devyse, 
To  nic,  that  have  y-tako  swicho  emi)ryse 
Of  so  many  a  storio  for  to  make,  (39) 

Hit  were  to  long,  lest  that  I  sholde  slake 
Of  tiling  that   bereth  more  effect  and 

charge ;  620 

For  men  may  overlade  a  ship  or  barge  ; 
And  forthy  to  th 'effect  than  wol  I  skippe. 
And  al  the   remenant,   I  wol    lete  hit 

slipi>e. 
Octovian,  tliat  wood  was  of  this  dede, 
Shoop  him  an  ost  on  Antony  to  lode    63*i 
Al-outerly  for  his  destruccioun, 
With  stonte  Romains,  cruel  as  Iconn  ; 
To  ship  they  wente,  and  thus  I  let  hem 

sailo. 
Antonius  was  war,  and  wol  nat  faile  (50) 
To  mcten    with    thise    Homains,  if   he 

may ;  630 

Took    eek    his    reed,    and    bothe,    npon 

a  day. 
His  wyf  and  he,  and  al  his  ost,  forth 

wente 
To  shippe  anoon,  no  longer  they  ne  stente ; 
And  in  the  see  hit  happed  hem  to  mete — 
Vp  goth  the  trompe — and  for  to  shouto 

and  shote,  635 


And  peynon  hem  to  sette  on  with  the 

Sonne. 
With  grisly  soon  ont  goth    the    grete 

gonne. 
And  heterly  they  hnrtlen  al  at  ones. 
And  fro  the  top  doun  comoth  the  grete 

stones.  (60) 

In  goth  the  grapenel  so  ftil  of  crokes   640 
Among  the  roiies,  and  the  shcring-hokes. 
In  with  the  polax  pressoth  he  and  he  ,- 
Behind  the  mast  beginneth  he  to  flee, 
And  out  agayn,  and  dryveth  him  over- 

borde;  644 

He  stingeth  him  npon  his  speres  orde  ; 
Ho  rent  the  sail  with  hokes  lyke  a  sythe  ; 
Ho  bringoth  the  cnpiie,  and  biddeth  hem 

be  blji-he ; 
Ho  poureth  pesen  upon  the  hacches  slider ; 
With  pottes  fill  of  lynx  they  goon  to- 

gider ;  (70) 

And  thus  the  longe  day  in  flght  they 

spendo  650 

Til,  at  the  laste,  as  every  thing  hath  ende, 
Antony  is  shent,   and  put  him  to  the 

flighte, 
And  al  his  folk  to-go,  that  best  go  mighte. 
Fleeth  eek    the   queen,   with    al  her 

pnrpre  sail, 
For  strokes,  which  that  wente  as  thikke 

as  hail ;  655 

Ko  wonder  was,  she  mighte  hit  nat  endure. 
And  whan  that  Antony  saw  that  aven- 

ture, 
^  Alias ! '   quod  he,  '  the  day  that  I  was 

born ! 
My  worshipe  in  this  day  thus  hare  I 

lorn ! '  (80) 

And  for  dispeyr  out  of  his  witte  he  sterte. 
And  roof  him-self  anoon  through-out  the 

herto  661 

£r  that  he  ferthcr  wente    out    of  the 

place. 
His  wyf,  that  coudo  of  Cesar  have  no 

grace. 
To  Egipto  is  fled,  for  drode  and  for  dis- 

tresse ; 
But  herkneth,  ye  that  si>eke  of  kinde- 

nesse.  665 

Ye  men,  that  falsly  swerenmanyan  ooth 

That  ye  wol  dyo^  if  that  your  love  be 

wrooth, 
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Heer  may  3^0  seen  of  women  whiche  a 

trouthe ! 
This  woful  Cleopatro   hath  mad  swich 

Touthe  (90) 

That  ther  nis  tonge  noon  that  may  hit 

tolle.  670 

But  on  the  morwe  she  wol  no  longer 

dwelle, 
But  made  hir  subtil  workmen  make  a 

shryne 
Of  alle  the  rubies  and  the  stones  fyne 
In  al  Egipte  tliat  she  coude  espye ; 
And  putte  fal  the  shryne  of  spycerye,  675 
And  leet  the  cors  embaume;  and  forth 

she  fette 
This  dede  cors,  and  in  the  shryne  hit 

shette. 
And  next  the  shryne  a  pit  than  doth  she 

grave  ; 
And  alle  the  serpents  that  she  mighte 

have,  (100) 

She  putte  hem  in  tliat  grave,  and  thus 

she  seyde :  680 

*Kow  love,  to  whom  my  sorweftil  herte 

obeyde 
So  ferforthly  that,  fro  that  blisfol  honre 
That  I  yow  swor  to  been  al  frely  youre, 
I  mene  yow,  Antonius  my  knight !       684 
That  never  waking,  in  the  day  or  night. 


To  nere  ont  of  layn  hertes  remembrannce 
For  wele  or  wo,  for  carole  or  for  daunce  : 
And  in  my>self  this   covenant  made  I 

tho,  (109) 

That,  right  swich  as  ye  felten,  wele  or  wo. 
As  ferforth  as  hit  in  my  power  lay,      690 
Unroprovable  unto  my  wyfhood  ay, 
The  same  wolde  I  felen,  lyf  or  dooth. 
And  thilke  (K>vcnant,  whyl  mo  lasteth 

breeth, 
I  wol  fuliille,  and  that  shal  wel  be  scno  ; 
Was  never  unto  hir  love  a  trewer  quene.' 
And  with  that  word,   naked,   with   ful 

good  herte,  696 

Among  the  serpents  in  tho  pit  she  sterte. 
And  ther  she  checs  to  han  hir  bnryinge. 
Anoon  tho    neddros   gonno  hir    for    to 

stinge,  (120) 

And  she  liir  deeth  roceyveth,  with  good 

chore,  .  .  Tot) 

For  love  of  Antony,  that  ivas  hir  so  dere: — 
And  this  is  storial  sooth,  hit  is  no  fable. 
Now,  er  I  finde  a  man  thus  trewe  and 

stable. 
And  wol  for  love  his    deeth    so  frocl^- 

take, 
I  pray  god  lat  oar  hedes  never  ako !      705 

Explicit  Legenda  Cleopatrie.  Martiris, 


11.   THE  LEGEND  OF  THISBE  OF  BABYLON. 


Jneipit  Legenda  Te^  Babilonief  Martiris. 

At  Babiloine  whylom  ill  it  thos, 
Tlie  whiche  tonn  the  queen  Semiramns 
Leet  dichon  al  about,  and  walles  make 
Ful  hye,  of  harde  tyles  wel  y-bake. 
Ther  wcron  dwellinge  in  this  noble  tonn 
Two  lordes,  which  that  were  of  greet 

rcnoun,  711 

And  woneden  so  nigh,  upon  a  grene, 
That  ther  nas  but  a  stoon-wal  hem  bi- 

twene, 
As  ofte  in  grete  tonnes  is  the  wone. 
And  sooth  to  seyn,  that  o  man  hadde 

a  sone,  715 

Of  al  that  londe  oon  of  the  lustieste.    (11) 
lliat  other  hadde  a  doghter,  the  ikireste, 


That  estward  in  the  world  was  tho  dwel- 
linge. 
The  name  of  everich gan  toother  springe 
By    wommen,     that    were    neighebores 
aboute.  720 

For  in  that  contree  yit,  withouten  doute, 
Maidens  been  y-kopt,  for  jelosye, 
Ful  stroito,  lost  they  diden  som  fulyo. 

This  yonge  man  was  eloped  Piramus, 

And  Tisbe  hight  the  maid,  Naso  seith 

thus ;  725 

And  thus  by  report  was  hir  name  y-shove 

That,  as    they  wexe    in    age,  wcx    hir 

love ;  (ja) 

And  certein,  as  by  rcson  of  hir  age, 

Ther    mighto    have    been    bitwix    hem 

manage,  729 
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Bnt  that  hir  fadros  noldo  hit  nat  assento ; 
And  bothe  in  lovo  y-lyke  sore  they  brente. 
That  noon  of  alio  hir  frendes  mighte  hit 

lotto 
But  privcly  somtyme  yit  they  mette 
By  sleighte,  and  spoken  som  of  hir  deayr ; 
As,  wry  the  glciHl,  and  hotter  is  the  fyr  ; 
Forbcdo  a  lovo,  and  it  is  ten  so  wood.  736 
This  wal,  which  that  bitwix  hem  bothe 
stwxl,  (3a) 

Was  cloven  a-two,  right  fro  the  toppe 

adonn. 
Of  olde  tymo  of  his  fundacioun  ; 
But  yit  this  clifto  was    so  narwe  and 
lyte,  740 

It  nas  nat  sene,  dore  y-nogh  a  myte. 
But  what  is  that,  that  love  can  nat  espye? 
Yo  lovers  two,  if  that  I  shal  nat  lye, 
Yo  foundon  first  this  litel  narwe  clifte  ; 
And,  with  a  soun  as  softe  as  any  shrifte, 
They  Icte  hir  wordes  through  the  clifto 
pace,  (41)  746 

An<l  toldcn,  whyl  that  they  stode  in  tho 

l>luee, 
Al  hir  complo^'nt  of  love,  and  al  hir  wo, 
At  ovory  tymo  whan  they  dorst^  so. 

Ui)C>n  that  o  sydo  of  the  wal  stood  he, 
And  on  that  other  sydo  stood  Tisbe,      751 
The  swoto  sonn  of  other  to  recoyve. 
And  thus  hir  wardoins  woldo  they  de- 

cey\'e. 

And  every  day  this  wal  they  wolde  threte. 

And  wissho  to  god,  that  it  were  donn 

y-bete.  (51))  755 

Thus    wolde    they    sojoi — 'alias!    thou 

wikkod  wal. 
Through  thyn  onvyo  thou  us  lettest  al ! 
Why  nilt  thou  eleve,  or  fallen  al  a-two  ? 
Or,  at  the  lesto,  liut  thou  woldest  so, 
Yit  woMestow  but  ones  lete  us  mete,   760 
Or  ones  that  wo  mighte  kissen  swete. 
Than  were  wo  covered  of  our  cares  colde. 
But  natheles,  yit  bo  we  to  thee  holde 
In  as  muche  as  thou  suffrest  for  to  goon 
Our  wordes  through  thy  Ijntne  and  cek 
thy  stoon.  (60)  765 

Yit  oghto  wo  with  thee  ben  wel  apayd.* 

And  whan  thiso  ydel  wordes  weren  sayd, 
Tho  coldo  wal  thoy  wolden  kisse  of  stoon, 
And  take  hir  love,  and  forth  they  wolden 
goon. 


And  this  was  gladly  in  the  even-tydo  771) 
Or  wonder  orly,  lest  men  hit  cspydo : 
And  longe  tyme  they  wroghte  in  this 

manore 
Til  on  a  day,  whan  Phobus  gan  to  clore, 
Aurora  with  the  stremos  of  hir  liete 
Had  dryed  up  the  dew  of  herbes  wete;  775 
Unto  this  clifte,  as  it  was  wont  to  be,  (71} 
Com  Fyramus,  and  after  com  Tisbe, 
And  plighten  trouthe  fully  in  hir  fey 
That  ilke  same  night  to  stele  awcy, 
And  to  begyle  hir  wardoins  everichoon,  780 
And  forth  out  of  the  citee  for  to  goon  ; 
And,  for  the  feldes  been  so  brode  and 

wyde. 
For  to  met«  in  o  place  at  o  tyde. 
They  sott«  mark  hir  meting  sholde  be 
Ther  king  Kinus  was  graven,  under  a 
tree  ;  («o)  785 

For  olde  payens  that  ydoles  horied 
Useden  tho  in  foldes  to  ben  beried ; 
And  fasto  by  this  grave  was  a  welle. 
And,  shortly  of  this  tale  for  to  telle. 
This     ox>vonant    was    affermed    wonder 
faste;  790 

And  longe  hem  thoughto  that  the  sonno 

laste. 
That  hit  nere  goon  under  the  see  adoun. 

This  Tisbe  hath  so  greet  affeocioun 
And  so  greet  lyking  Piramus  to  see. 
That,  whan  she  seigh  her  tyme  mighte 
be,  (90)  795 

At  night  she  stal  awey  ful  prively 
With  her  face  y-wimpled  subtilly ; 
For  alio  her  frendes — for    to    save  her 

trouthe — 
She  hath  for-sake;   alias!   and   that  is 

routhe 
That  ever  woman  wolde  be  so  trewe    Foo 
To  trusten  man,  but  she  the  bet  him 

knewe  I 
And  to  the  tree  she  goth  a  fdl  good  pas. 
For  love  made  her  so  hardy  in  this  cas  ; 
And  by  the  welle  adoun  she  gan  her 
dresse.  8114 

Alias !  than  comth  a  wilde  leonesse  (100) 
Out  of  the  wode,  withouten  more  areste, 
With  blody  mouthe,  of  strangling  of  a 

beste. 
To  drinken  of  the  welle,  ther  as  she  sat ; 
And,  whan  that  Tisbe  had  esp^'ed  that, 
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Slio  rist  her  np,  with  aftil  dreryherte,  8io 

And  in  a  cave  mrith  drodAil  foot  idio  sterte, 

For  by  the  mono  she  seigh  hit  wcl  with- 

allo.  812 

And,  as  Bhe  ran,  her  wimpel  leet  she  falle, 

And  took  nfx>n  hood,  so  sore  she  was 

a-whaped.  (109) 

And  eck  so  ghid  of  that  she  was  escaped  ; 

And  thus  she  sit,  and  darketh  wonder 

stille.  816 

AYhan  that  this  loonosso  hath  dronke  her 

iiUe, 
Abonto  the  wello  gan  she  for  to  winde, 
And  right  an<x)n  the  wimin)!  gan  she 

findo, 
And  with   hor  blody  month  hit  al  to- 
rcntc.  820 

Whan  this  was  doon,  no  lenger  she  no 

stento. 
But  to  the  wodo  her  wcy  than  hath  she 
nome. 
And,  at  the  laste,  this  Piramns  is  come, 
Bat  al  to  longe,  alios !  at  hoom  was  he. 
The  mono  shoon,  men  mighte  wel  y-see,  825 
And  in  his  weyc,  as  that  he  com  ful 
fasto,  (121) 

His  eyen  to  the  gronnde  adonn  he  casto, 
And  in  the  sonde,  as  ho  beheld  adonn, 
He  seigh  the  steppes  brodo  of  a  leoun. 
And  in  his  herte  he  sodoinly  agroos,    830 
And    pole    ho  wex,   therwith   his    heer 

aroos, 
And  neer  he  com,  and  fond  the  wimpel 

torn. 
*  Alias  ! '  quod  ho,    '  the  day  that  I  was 

bom ! 
This  o  night  wol  ns  lovers  botho  slee ! 
How  sholde  I  axon  mercy  of  Tisbe        835 
Whan  I  am  ho  that  have  yow  slain,  alias  ! 
My  bidding  hath  yow  slain,  as  in  this 
cos.  (132) 

Alios !  to  bidde  a  woman  goon  by  nighte 
In  place  ther  as  peril  fallen  mighte, 
And  I  so  slow !  alios,  I  ne  hadde  bo      840 
Hero  in  this  place  a  fnrlong-wey  or  yo ! 
Xow  what  leonn  that  be  in  this  forcste, 
My  body  mote  he  frendon,  or  what  beste 
That  wilde  is,  gnawen  mote  ho  now  myn 

hcrto ! ' 
And  with  that  worde  he  to  the  wimpel 
sterte,  (140)  845 


And  kisto  hit  ofte,  and  weep  on  hit  fill 

soro. 
And  seide,  *  wimpel,  alias !   ther  nis  no 

more 
But   thou   shalt   fele  as  wel  the  blood 

of  mo 
As  thou  hast  felt  the  bleding  of  Tisbe ! ' 
And  with  that  worde  he  smoot  him  to  the 

herte.  850 

The  blooil  out  of  the  wounde  as  broiie 

stert« 
As  water,  whan  the  conduit  broken  is. 
Now  Tisbe,   which  that  wiste  not  of 

this. 
But  sitting  in  hor  drodo,  she  thoghte  thus, 
*  If  hit  so  falle  that  my  Piramus  855 

Be  comon  hider,  and  may  me  not  y-findo, 
He  may  me  holden  fols  and  cok  unkindo.* 
And  out  sho  comth,  and  after  him  gan 

espyen  (153) 

Bothe  with  her  horto  and  with  her  yOn, 
And  thoghte,   *  I  wol  him  tellen  of  my 

drede  8(x> 

Bothe  of  tho  leonesso  and  al  my  de<le.' 
And  at  the  laste  her  love  than  hath  she 

founde 
Beting  with  his  holes  on  the  grounde, 
Al  blody,  and  therwith-al  o-bok  she  sterte, 
And  lyke   tho  wowes  quoppe    gan  hor 

herte,  (i6<0  865 

And  pale  as  box  she  wex,  and  in  a  throwo 
Avysed  her,  and  gan  him  wel  to  knowo. 
That  hit  was  Piramus,  her  herte  dere. 
Who  coude  wryte  whiche  a  deedly  chore 
Hath  Tisbo  now,  and  how  hor  heer  sho 

rente,  87i» 

And  how  she  gan  her-selve  to  turmente, 
And  how  she  lyth  and  swowneth  on  the 

grounde. 
And  how  she  weep  of  teres  ful  his  wounde. 
How  medelcth  sho  his  blood  with  her 

oompleynte. 
And  with  his  blood  hor-selven  gan  she 

pej-nto;  (170)875 

How  clippeth  she  the  dodo  cors,  alias  ! 
How  doth  this  wofiil Tisbe  in  this  cas! 
How  kissoth  she  his  Arosty  mouth  so  cold ! 
'Who   hath   doon   this,  and  who  liatli 

been  so  bold  879 

To  sleen  my  leof  ?    O  spek,  my  Piramus ! 
I  am  thy  Tisbe,  that  thee  calleth  thus ! ' 
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And  therwith-€d  she  lifteth  np  his  heed. 
This  woful  man,   that  was  nat  fully 
deed, 
Wlian  that  he  herde  the  name  of  Tishe 

On  her  he  casto  his  hevy  deedly  y6n    885 
And  doon  again,   and   yeldeth   np   the 

gost.  (181) 

Tisbe  rist  np,  withonten  noise  or  host, 
And  scigh  her  wimpel  and  his  empty 

shethe, 
And  cek  his  swerd,  that  him  hath  doon 

to  detho  ; 
Than  spak  she  thus :  '  My  woful  hand,' 

quod  slio,  890 

'  Is  strong  y-nogh  in  swiche  a  werk  to 

mc; 
For  love  shal    yive    mo    strengthe  and 

hardincsse 
To  make  my  wound e  large  y-nogh,  I  gesse. 
I  wol  thee  folwon  deed,  and  I  wol  he 
Felawo  and  cause  cek  of  thy  deoth,'  quod 

she.  (190)  895 

'  And  thogh  tliat  nothing  save  the  deeth 

only 
Mighto  thee  fro  me  doparte  trewely, 
Thou    shalt   no  more    dejMirto    now  fro 

me 
Tlian  fro  the  deoth,   for  I  wol  go  with 

thee! 


*And  now,  ye  wrecched  jelous  fadres 

ouro,  9tio 

We,  that  weren  whylom  children  youre, 
We  prayen  yow,  withouten  more  envj'e, 
That  in  o  grave  y-fere  we  moten  lye. 
Sin  love  hath  brought  us  to  this  pitous 

onde !  (199) 

And  rightwis  god  to  every  lover  sende,  905 
That  loveth  trewely,  more  pro8i>eritee 
Than  ever  hadde  Piramus  and  Tisbe ! 
And  lat  no  gentil  woman  her  assure 
To  putten  her  in  swiche  an  aventure. 
But  god  forbede  but  a  woman  can        910 
Been  as  trewe  and  loving  as  a  man  ! 
And,  for  my  part,  I  shal  anoon  it  kjthe  !* 
And,  with  that  worde,  his  swcrd  she  took 

as  swythe. 
That  warm  was  of  her  loves  blood  and 

hoot,  (209) 

And  to  the  herte  she  her-selvensmoot.  915 

And  thus  ar  Tisbe  and  Piramus  ago. 
Of  trewe  men  I  Ande  but  fewe  mo 
In  alle  my  bokes,  save  this  Piramus, 
And  therfor  have  I  sx>oken  of  him  thus. 
For  hit  is  doyntee  to  us  men  to  flnde  920 
A  man  that  can  in  love  bo  trewe  and 

kinde. 
Heer  may  ye  seen,  what  lover  so  he  bo, 
A  woman  dar  and  can  as  wel  as  he. 
Explicit  legenda  Tetbe. 


III.  THE  LEGEND  OF  DIDO,  QUEEN  OF  CARTHAGE. 


Incipit  Legenda  Didonia  MarHris, 
Cartaginis  regine. 

Olort  and  honour,  Virgil  Mantuan, 

Be  to  thy  name !  and  I  shal,  as  I  can,  935 

Folow  thy  lantern,  as  thou  gost  bifom, 

How  Eneas  to  Dido  was  forsworn. 

In  thyn  EneM  and  Xaso  wol  I  take 

The    tenour,    and     the    grete     effectes 

make. 
\\'Tian  Troyo  broght  was  to   destruc- 

cioun  950 

By    Grekes    sleighte,    and     namely    by 

Sinoun, 
Fe^Tiing  the  hors  y-offred  to  Minerve, 
Through    which    that    many  a   Troyan 

moste  sterve ;  (10) 


And  Ector  had,  after  his  deeth,  appered. 
And    fyr  so   wood,    it    mighte    nat    be 

stered,  935 

In  al  the  noble  tour  of  Ilioun, 
That  of  the  citee  was  the  cheef  dungeonn ; 
And  al  the  contree  was  so  lowe  y-broght. 
And    Priamus    the    king    fordoon    and 

noght ; 
And  Eneas  was  charged  by  Venus        940 
To  fleen  awey,  he  took  Ascanius, 
That  was  his  sone,  in  his  right  hand,  and 

fledde ; 
And  on  his  bakke  he  bar  and  with  him 

ledde  (jo) 

His  olde  fader,  cleped  Anohises, 
And   by  the   weye    his  wyf  Creusa  he 

lees.  945 
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And  mochel  sorwe  hadde  he  in  his  minde 
£r  that  he  condo  his  felawshippe  findo. 
But,  at  the  laste,  whan    ho    had   hem 

foande,  948 

He  made  him  rody  in  a  certain  stonnde, 
And  to  the  see  ful  faste  he  gan  him  hye, 
And  saileth  forth  with  al  his  companye 
Toward  Itaile,  as  wolde  destinee. 
Bat  of  hij  avontnres  in  the  see  (30) 

Nis  nat  to  porpos  for  to  speke  of  here, 
For  hit  acordeth  nat  to  my  matcro.      955 
But,  as  I  seide,  of  him  and  of  Dido 
Shal  bo  m^'  tale,  til  that  I  have  do. 

So  longo  he  sailed  in  the  salte  see 
Til  in  IJbyo  unnethe  aryved  he, 
With  shippcs  seven  and  with  no  more 

navye ;  960 

And  glad  was  he  to  londe  for  to  hye. 
So  was  ho  with  the  tempest  al  to-shake. 
And  whan  that  he  the  haven  had  y- 

take,  (40) 

He  had  a  knight,  was  called  Achates ;  964, 
And  him  of  al  his  felawshippo  he  ohees 
To  goon  with  him,  the  centre  for  tespye  ; 
He  took  with  him  no  more  companye. 
But  forth  they  goon,  and  lafte  his  shippes 

ryde, 
His  fere  and  he,  with-oaten  any  gyde.  969 
So  longo  he  walketh  in  this  wildemesse 
Til,  at  the  laste,  he  mette  an  hnnt^resso. 
A  bowe  in  liondo  and  arwes  hadde  she. 
Her  clothes  cntted  were  nnto  the  knee ;  (50) 
Bnt  she  was  yit  the  fairest  creature 
That  ever  was  y-formed  by  nature ;       975 
And  Eneas  and  Achates  she  grette. 
And  thus  she  to  hem  spak,  whan  she  hem 

mctto. 

*  Sawe  yo,'  quod  she,  '  as  ye  han  walked 

wyde, 
Any  of  my  sustren  walke  yow  besydo, 
With  any  wilde  boor  or  other  beste     980 
That  tbey  han  hunted  to,  in  this  foresto, 
Y-tukko<l  up,  with  arwes  in  her  cas  ? '  (59) 
'  Nay,  soothly,  lady,*  quod  this  Eneas ; 

*  But,  by  thy  beaute,  as  hit  thinketh  me. 
Thou  mightest  never  erthely  womman  be, 
But  Phebus  suster  artow,  as  I  gesso.    986 
And,  if  so  bo  that  thou  be  a  goddesse, 
Have  mercy  on  our  labour  and  our  wo.' 

*  I  nam  no  goddes,  soothly,'  quod  sho 
tho; 


'  For  maidens  walken  in  this  controo  hero. 
With    arwes   and    with    bowe,    in    this 

manore.  qcji 

This  is  the  r^;ne  of  Libie,  ther  ye  been, 
Of  which  that  Dido  lady  is  and  queen  * — 
And  shortly  toldo  him  al  the  occasioim  (71 ) 
Why  Dido  com  into  that  rogioun,  995 
Of  which  as  now  me  lusteth  nat  to  ryme ; 
Hit  nodeth  nat ;  hit  nere  but  los  of  tyme. 
For  this  is  al  and  som,  it  was  Venus, 
His  owne  moder,  that  spak  with  him  thus ; 
And  to  Cartage  she  bad  he  sholde  him 

dighte,  iocx> 

And  vanished  anoon  out  of  his  sighte. 
I  coude  folwe,  word  for  word,  Virgylo, 
But  it  wolde  lasten  al  to  longo  a  whylo.  (80) 
This  noble  queen,  that  eloped  wns  Dido, 
That  whylom  was  the  wyf  of  Sitheo,  1005 
That  fairer  was  then  is  the  brighte  Sonne, 
This  noble  toun  of  Cartage  hath  begonnc ; 
In  which  she  regneth  in  so  greet  honour, 
That  she  was  holde  of  alio  queues  flour, 
Of  gontilesse,  of  freedom,  of  beautee ;  1010 
That  wel  was  him  that  mighte  her  ones 

see; 
Of  kinges  and  of  lordos  so  des>'red,       (80' 
That  al  the  world  her  beaute  hadde  y- 

fyred; 
She  stood  so  wel  in  evoxy  wightes  g^race. 
Whan  Eneas    was    come    un-to   that 

place,  1015 

Unto  the  maister-temple  of  al  the  toun 
Ther  Dido  was  in  her  devooioun, 
Ful  prively  his  wey  than  hath  he  nome. 
Whan  he  was  in  the  large  temple  come, 
I  can  nat  seyn  if  that  hit  be  possible,  1020 
But  Venus  hadde  him  maked  invisible — 
Thus  seith  the  book,  with-outcn  any  lees. 
And  wlian  this  Eneas  and  Achates    (100) 
Hadden  in  this  temple  been  over-al. 
Than  founde  they,  dopeynted  on  a  wal, 
How  Troye  and  ol  the  lond  destroyed  was, 
'Alias !  that  I  was  bom,*  quod  Eneas,  1027 
'  Through-out  the  world  our  shame  is  kid 

so  wyde. 
Now  it  is  pcynted  upon  every  syde ! 
We,  that  weren  in  prosperitee,  1030 

Bo  now  disslaundred,  and  inswich  degree. 
No  longer  for  to  liven  I  no  kepe  !  * 
And,  with  that  worde,  he  brast  out  for  to 

wepe  (no) 
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.So    tendrely,    that    routlio    hit  was    to 

souo. 
This  Ircssho  huly,  of  the  citoe  qneno,  1035 
Stood  in  the  temple,  in  her  estat  royal. 
So  richely,  and  eek  so  fair  with-al, 
So  yong,  80  lusty,  with  her  eyen  glade, 
That,  if  that  g^xl,  that  heven  and  ertho 

made, 
Woldo  han  a  love,  for  boaute  and  good- 

nesse,  1040 

And  womanhod,  and  tronthe,  and  seemli- 

nesso, 
Wliom  sholdo  he  loven  but   this    lady 

Bwoto  ? 
There  nis  no  womman  to  him  half  so 

mete.  (120) 

Fortune,  that  hath  the  world  in  govern- 

aunco, 
Hath    sodeiiily    broght    in     so  newe  a 

chauiico,  1045 

Tliat  never  was  ther  yit  so  fremd  a  cas. 
For  al  the  comiMinye  of  Eneas, 
Which  that  he  wende  han  loren  in  the 

see, 
Aryvcd  is,  nat  fer  fro  that  citoe  ; 
For  whieli,  the  grcttest  of  his  lordessome 
By  aventure  ben  to  the  citee  come,      1051 
Unto  that  same  temple,  for  to  seko 
The  qucne,  and  of  her  socoor  her  boseko ; 
Swich  rcnonn  was  ther  spronge  of  her 

gooducssc.  (131) 

And,  whan  thoy  haddcn  told  al  hir  dis- 

trcsse,  1055 

And  al  hir  tempest  and  hir  harde  cas, 
I'nto  the  qucne  apperetl  Eneas, 
An<l  openly  beknew  that  hit  was  ho. 
^Mio  hadde  joye  than  but  his  me^'nee, 
That  hadden  founde  hir  lord,  hir  gover- 

nour  ?  1060 

The  qucne  saw  they  dide  him  swich 

liouour, 
And  had  herd  ofte  of  Eneas,  er  tho. 
And  in  her  herte  she  hadde  routhe  and 

wo  (140) 

That  ever  swich  a  noble  man  as  he 
Shal  been  disherited  in  swich  degree ;  1065 
And  saw  the  man,  that  ho  w{is  lyk  a 

knight. 
And  suffisannt  of  pi>rsone  and  of  might. 
And  lyk  to  been  a  veray  gentil  man ; 
And  wel  his  wordes  he  bcsette  con, 


And  had  a  noble  visage  for  the  nones,  io7i> 
And  formed  wel  of  brannes  and  of  bonoo. 
For,  after  Vonos,  hadde  he  swich  fair- 

nesse, 
That  no  man  might  be  half  so  fair,  I 

gosse.  (150) 

And  wel  a  lord  he  semed  for  to  be. 
And,  for  he  was  a  straiinger,  somwhat 

she  1075 

Lyked  him  the  bet,  as,  god  do  bote. 
To  som  folk  ofte  newe  thing  is  swote. 
Anoon  her  herte  hath  pitee  of  his  wo, 
And,  with  that  pitee,  love  com  in  also ; 
And  thus,  for  pitee  and  for  gentilosse,  1080 
BefresBhed  moste  he  been  of  his  distrcsae. 
She  seide,  certes,  that  she  sory  was 
That  he  hath  had  swich  peril  and  swich 

cas ;  (160) 

And,  in  her  frendly  speche,  in  this  manere 
She  to  him  spak,  and  seide  as  ye  may 

here.  10S5 

*  Be  ye  nat  Venus  sone  and  Anchisos  ? 
In  good  feith,  al  the  worship  and  encreos 
That  I  may  goodly  doon  yow,  ye  shnl 

have. 
Tour  shippes  and  your  me^oioe  slial  I 

save; ' 
And  many  a  gentil  word  she  spak  him  to ; 
And  comaunded  her  messageros  go     1091 
The  same  day,  with-onten  any  faile. 
His  shippes  for  to  seke,  and  hem  vitoile. 
She  many  abeste  to  the  shippes  sonte,  (171) 
And  with  the  wjm  she  gan  hem  to  pre- 

sente ;  1095 

And  to  her  royal  paleys  slie  her  si>edde, 
And  Eneas  alwey  with  her  she  ledde. 
What  nedeth  yow  the  feste  to  descry ve  ? 
Ho  never  beter  at  ose  was  his  lyve. 
I*\d  was  the  feste  of  deyntees  and  rich- 


esse, 


1 100 


Of  instruments,  of  song,  and  of  gladnesse, 
And  many  an  amorous  loking  and  devys. 
This  Eneas  is  come  to  Paradys        (180) 
Out  of  the  swolow  of  hello,  and  thus  in 
joye  1104 

Ilemembreth  him  of  his  estat  in  Troy«. 
To  dauncing-chambros  ful  of  paroments, 
Of  richo  beddes,  and  of  ornaments. 
This  Eneas  is  lad,  after  tho  moto. 
And  with  tho  quono  whau  that  ho  had 
sote, 
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And  spyces  parted,  and  the  wyn  agoon, 
Untohischambreswasholodanoon    iiii 
To  take  his  ese  and  for  to  have  his  rcsto, 
With  al  his  folk,  to  doon  what  so  hem 

Icsto.  (190) 

Thor  nas  coarsere  wgI  y-brydled  noon, 
Xe  stode,  for  the  j  listing  wel  to  goon,  1 1 15 
Xe  large  palfrey,  esy  for  the  nones, 
Ne  jnwel,  fretted  ful  of  richo  stones, 
Ne  sakkos  ful  of  gold,  of  largo  wighte, 
Xo  ruby  nfx>n,  that  shynede  by  nighte, 
Xe  gcntil  hautein  fauc^n  heronere,     11 20 
Xe  hound,  for  hert  or  wilde    boor    or 

dero, 
Xe  coupo  of  gold,  with  florins  newe  y-bete. 
That  in  the  lond  of  Libie  may  be  goto, 
That  Dido  ne  hath  hit  Eneas  y-sent ;  (101) 
And  al  is  payed,  what  that  he  hath  spent. 
Thus  can  this  f  noble  quene  her  gestes 

oalle,  1 126 

As  she  that  can  in  freedom  passen  alle. 

Eneas  sothly  eck,  with-outen  lees, 
Hath  sent  un-to  his  shippe,  by  Achates, 
After  his  sone,  and  after  riche  thinges. 
Both  ceptrc,  clothes,  brochcs,  and  eok 

ringes,  1131 

Som  for  to  were,  and  som  for  to  presente 
To  her,  that  all  thise  noble  thinges  him 

sonte  ;  (a  10) 

And  bad  his  sone,  how  that  he  sholdo 

make 
Tlio  presenting,  and  to  the  quene  hit 

take.  1135 

Bopaired  is  this  Achates  again. 
And  Eneas  ful  blisful  is  and  fain 
To  seen  his  yonge  sone  Ascaniua 
But  nathelcs,  our  autour  telleth  us. 
That  Cnpido,  that  is  the  god  of  love,    1 140 
At  proyere  of  his  moder,  liye  above, 
Hadde  the  l^'kncs  of  the  child  y-take. 
This  noble  quene  enamoured  to  make  (230) 
On  Eneas ;  but,  as  of  that  scripture. 
Be  as  be  may,  I  make  of  hit  no  cure.    1145 
But  sooth  is  this,  the  quene  hath  mad 

swich  chere 
Un-to  til  is  child,  that  wonder  is  to  hero ; 
And  of  the  present  that  his  fader  sente 
She  thanked  him  ful  ofte,  in  good  entente. 
Thus  is  this  quene  in  plcsaunco  and  in 

joye,  1150 

With  al  this  ncwo  lusty  folk  of  Troyo. 


And  of  the  dedes  hath    she   more  en- 

qucrod 
Of  Enens,  and  al  the  story  lercd  (a.^u' 

Of  Troye;   and  al  the  longe  day  they 

tweyo 
Entendeden  to  spoken  and  to  plcye ;     1 155 
Of  which  ther  gan  to  bredcn  swich  a  lyr, 
That  sely  Dido  hath  now  swich  desyr 
With  Eneas,  her  newe  gest,  to  dele. 
That  she  hath  lost  her  howe,  and  oek  her 

hele. 
Xow  to  tli'effect,  now  to  the  fruit  of  al,  i  lUy 
Why  I  have  told  this  story,  and  tellcn 

shaL 
Thus  I  beginne ;  hit  fil,  upon  a  night. 
When  that  the  mono  up-re3^sod  had  her 

light,  (240) 

This  noble  quene  un-to  her  roste  wente  ; 
She  syketh  sore,  and  gan  her-self  tur- 

mente.  ii(>5 

She  wnketh,  walweth,  maketh  many  a 

brayd. 
As  doon  thise  lovcres,as  I  have  herd  say«l. 
And  at  the  laste,  unto  her  suster  Anno 
She  made  her  moon,  and  right  thus  spak 

she  thanne. 
*Xow,  dero  suster  m^Ti,  what  may  hit 

be  1170 

That  me  agasteth  in  my  dreme?'  quo<l 

she. 
*  This  ilke  Troyan  is  so  in  my  thoght. 
For   that   me    thinketh    he    is   so    wcl 

y-wroght,  (.'50 

And  eek  so  lykly  for  to  be  a  man. 
And  therwitha]  so  mikol  good  ho  can,  1 175 
That  al  my  love  and  lyf  lyth  in  his  cure. 
Have  ye  not  herd  him  telle  hisavcnture? 
Xow  certes,  Anne,  if  that  ye  rede  hit  mo. 
I  wolde  fain  to  him  y-wedded  bo  ;        1 171) 
This  is  th'effect ;  what  sholde  I  more  seyo? 
In  him  lyth  al,  to  do  me  live  or  deye.' 
Her  suster  Anne,  as  she  that  coude  her 

good, 
Scide  as  her  thoughte,  and  somdel  hit 

with-stood.  (260) 

But  hor-of  was  so  long  a  sermoning. 
Hit  were  to  long  to  make  rehersing;   11H5 
But  fynally,   hit    may  not    been    with- 

stonde ; 
Love  wol  love — for    no  wight  wol    liit 

wonde. 
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The  dawening  nivrist  ont  of  tho  boo  ; 
This  amorous  queno  chargoth  her  meyneo 
The  nettcs  drosse,  and  spores  brodo  and 

keno ;  1190 

An  hunting  wol  this  lusty  fressho  qnene ; 
So  priketh  lier  this  nowe  joly  wo. 
To  hors  is  al  hor  lusty  folk  y-go  ;         (270) 
I'n-to  the  court  the  houndesbeen  y-broght. 
And  up-on  coursers,  swit^  as  any  thoght, 
Hor  yonge  knightes  hoven  al  abouto,    1 196 
And  of  hor  womnion  oek  an  huge  route. 
l.'p-on  a  tliikke  patfroy,  pai)er-whyt, 
With  sadcl  rede,  onbrouded  with  dolyt, 
Of  gold  tho  barres  up-cnbossed  hyo,    uoo 
Sit  Dido,  al  in  gohl  and  i)erro  wrye ; 
And  sho  is  fair,  as  is  tho  brighte  morwo, 
That  helcth  soke  folk  of  uight«s  sorwe.  (280) 

Up-on  a  cotirsor,  startling  as  the  fyr, 
Men  mighto  turno  him  with  a  litel  wyr, 
Sit  Enoas,  lyk  Phobus  to  devyse ;         i2t)6 
So  was  ho  froasho  arayed  in  his  wyso. 
The  fomy  brydel  with  tho  bit  of  grdd 
Oovernoth   he,   right    us    him-self  hath 

wold. 
And  forth   this  noble  queue  thus  lat  I 

rydo  1 2 10 

An  hunting,  with  this  Troyan  by  her  syda 

Tlie  herd  of  hertes  founden  is  anoon, 
With  '  hoy !  go  bot !  prik  thou  !  lat  goon, 

lat  goon  !  (290) 

Why  nil  tho  leonn  comcn  or  the  here. 
That  I  mighte  ones  moto  him  with  this 

si)€re?'  1215 

Thus  seyn  thise  yongo  folk,  and  up  they 

kiUo 
Those  +  hcrtos  wilde,  and  han  hem  at  hir 

wille. 
Among    al    this    to-romblen    gan   the 

hoven, 
The  thun<ior  rorcd  with  a  grisly  Steven  ; 
Doun  com  the  rain,  with  hail  and  sleet 

so  faste,  1220 

With  hovcnes  f^n*,  that  hit  so  sore  agaste 
Til  is  noble  queue,  and  also  her  meyneo, 
That  och  of  hem  was  glad  a-wey  tofleo.  (3cx>) 
And  shortly,  fro  tho  tempest  her  to  save, 
Sho  f1e<ldo  hor-solf  into  a  litel  cavo,     1225 
Au<l  with  her  wente  this  EnoAS  al-so  ; 
T  noot,  with  hem  if  thor  wente  any  mo  ; 
The  autour  makoth  of  hit  no  mencioun. 
And  heer  began  tho  dope  affeccionn 


Betwix  hem  two;    this  was   tho  firste 

morwo  i2j|o 

Of  her  gladncsse,   and  ginning   of  her 

sorwe. 
For  thcr  hath  Eneas  y-knelcd  so,        (309^ 
And  told  her  al  his  herto,  and  nl  his  wo, 
And  sworn  so  dope,  to  hor  to  be  trowo, , 
For  wele  or  wo,    and  chaungo    for   no 

nowe,  1235 

And  as  a  fals  lover  so  wel  can  ployno, 
That  sely  Dido  rewod  on  his  poj-uo, 
And  took  him  for  husband,  f  to  boon  his 

wyf 
For  ever-mo,  whyl  that  hem  lasto  lyf. 
And  after  this,  whan  that  tho  tempest 

stente,  1240 

With  mirth  out  as  they  comen,  hoom 

they  wente. 
Tho  wikked  fame  up  roos,  and  that 

anon,  (319) 

How  Eneas  hath  with  tho  queno  y-gon 
In-to  the  cave  ;  and  domed  as  hem  listo  ; 
And  whan  the  king,  that  Yarbiui  hight. 

hit  wiste,  1245 

As  he  that  had  lior  loved  ever  liis  Ij-f, 
And  wowed  her,  to  have  her  to  his  wyf. 
Swich  sorwe  as  ho  hath  maked,  and  swich 

chore, 
Hit  is  a  routhe  an<l  piteo  for  to  hero. 
But,  as  in  love,  al-day  liit  happoth  so,  1250 
That  01m  shal  laughon  at  anothors  wo  ; 
Now  laugheth  Eneas,  and  is  in  joyo 
And  more  richcsse  than  ever  ho  was  in 

Troye.  (330; 

O  sely  womman,  ful  of  innoconce,   1254 
Ful  of  pitee,  of  trouthe,  and  conscionco, 
What  maked  yow  to  men  to  truston  so? 
Have  ye  swich  routho  upon  hir  feinod  wo, 
And    han    swicli    oldo    onsamplos    yow 

befom? 
See  ye  nat  alio,  how  they  been  for-swom  ? 
Wlier  see  yo  oon,  that  he  no  hath  laft  his 

leef,  1260 

Or  been  unkinde,  or  doon  hir  som  mis- 

cheef, 
Or  pilled  her,  or  hosted  of  his  dodo  ?  (339) 
Ye  may  as  wel  hit  seen,  as  yo  may  redo ; 
Tak  heed  now  of  this  gret«  gentil-man, 
This  Troyan,  that  so  wel  her  pleson  can, 
That  foineth  him  so  trewo  and  obeising, 
So  gentil  and  so  privy  of  his  doing,     1267 
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And  can  so  wel  doon  alle  his  obeiBaanods, 
And  waiten  her  at  festes  and  at  dannces, 
And  when  she  goth  to  temple  and  hoom 

ageyn,  1270 

And  fasten  til  he  hath  his  lady  seyn. 
And  here  in  his  devyses,  for  her  sake, 
Noot  I  nat  what ;  and  songes  wolde  he 

make,  (35(>) 

Josten,  and  doon  of  armes  many  thinges, 
Sendo  her  lettres,  tokens,  broches,  ringes — 
Kow  herkneth,  how  ho  shal  his   lady 

serve !  1276 

Ther-as  he  was  in  peril  for  to  stonre 
For  hunger,   and  for  mischeef   in  the 

And  desolat,  and  fled  from  his  contree, 
And  al  his  folk  with  tempest  al  to-driven, 
She  hath  her  body  and  eek  her  reame 

yiven  laSi 

In-to  his  hond,  ther-as  she  mighte  have 

been 
Of  other  lond  than  of  Cartage  a  qneen, 
And  lived  in  jojre  y-nogh  ;  what  wolde  ye 

more?  (361) 

This  Eneas,  that  hath  so  depe  y-swore, 
Is  wery  of  his  craft  with-in  a  th  rowe ;  1286 
The  hote  ornest  is  al  over-blowe. 
And  prively  he  doth  his  shippes  dighte, 
And  shapoth  him  to  stele  a-wey  by  nighte. 
This  Dido  hath  snspocioan  of  this,  1290 
And  thoaghte  wcl,  that  hit  was  al  a-mls ; 
For  in  his  bedde  he  lyth  a-night  and 

syketh ; 
She  osketh  him  anoon,  what  him  mis- 

lyketh—  (370) 

*My  dore  herte,  which  that  I  love  most?' 

*  Certes,'  quod  he,  *  this  night  my  fadres 

gost  1295 

Hath  in  my  sleep  so  sore  me  tormented. 
And  ook  Mercnrio  his  message  hath  pre- 
sented, 
That  nodes  to  the  conquest  of  Itaile 
My  destinee  is  sone  for  to  saile  ; 
For  which,  mo  thinketh,  brosten  is  myn 

horto !  *  1300 

Ther-with  his  false  teres  out  they  sterte ; 
And  takoth  Iier  with-in  his  armes  two. 
*Is  that  in  ornest,'  quod  she ;  *wil  ye 

so  ?  (380) 

Have  yo  nat  sworn  to  wyve  mo  to  take, 
Alas !  what  wommau  wU  yo  of  me  make  ? 


I  am  a  gentil-woman  and  a  queen,  1306 
Ye  wil  nat  fro  your  wyf  thus  foule  fleen  ? 
That  I  was  bom  !  alias !  what  shal  I  do? ' 
To  telle  in  short,  this  noble  queen  Dido, 
She  seketh  halwes,  and  doth  sacrifyse ; 
She  kneleth,  cryeth,  that  routhe  is  to 

devyse ;  1311 

Conjureth  him,  and  profreth  him  to  be 
His  thral,  his  servant  in  the  leBt«  groe ; 
She  falleth  him  to  fote,  and  swowneth 

there  (391) 

Dischevele,  with  her  brighte  gilte  here, 
And  seith,   *  have  mercy !   let  me  with 

jrowrydo!  1316 

Thise  lordes,  which  that  wonen  me  besydo 
Wil  me  destroyen  only  for  your  sake. 
And,  so  ye  wil  me  now  to  wyve  take. 
As  ye  han  sworn,  than  wol  I  yivo  yow 

love  1320 

To  sleen  me  with  your  swerd  now  sone  at 

ove! 
For  than  yit  shal  I  dyen  as  your  wyf. 
I  am  with  childe,  and  3rive  my  child  his 

lyf.  (4«>) 

Mercy,  lord  !  have  pite  in  your  thoght ! ' 
But  al  this  thing  availeth  her  right  noght ; 
For  on  a  night,  slepinge,  he  lot  her  lye, 
And  stal  a-wey  un-to  his  companye,    1327 
And,  as  a  traitour,  forth  he  gan  to  sailo 
Toward  the  largo  contree  of  Itaile. 
Thus  hath  he  lafb  Dido  in  wo  and  P3me  ; 
And  wedded  thor  a  lady  hight  lAvyne. 
A  cloth  he  lafbe,  and  eek  his  sword 

stonding,  (409)  1332 

Whan  he  fro  Dido  stal  in  her  sloping, 
Right  at  her  beddes  hood,  so  gan  ho  hyo 
Whan  that  he  stal  a-wey  to  his  navyo ; 
Which  cloth,  whan  sely  Dido  gan  awako, 
She  hath  hit  kist  ful  ofbo  for  hia  sake ; 
And  soido,   '  O  cloth,  whyl  Jupiter  hit 

loste, 
Tak  now  my  soulo,  unbind  me  of  this 

unreste !  1339 

I  have  fulflld  of  fortune  al  the  cours.' 
And  thus,  alias  !  with-outen  his  sooours, 
Twenty  tyme  y-swowned  hath  she  thanno. 
And,   whan  that  she  un-to  her  suster 

Anno  (420) 

Ck>mpleynod  had,  of  which  I  may  nat 

wryto—  1344 

So  greet  a  routhe  I  have  hit  for  t'endyte — 
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And  bad  her  norice  and  her  snster  goon 
To  feochen  fyr  and  other  thing  anoon, 
And  soldo,  that  she  wolde  sacriiyo. 
And,   whan  she  mlghte    her  tyme  wel 

espye, 
Tp-on  the  fyr  of  sacrifys  she  sterte,     i35i> 
And  with  his  swerd  she  roof  her  to  the 
herte. 
But,  as  myn  aatonr  seith,  right  thus 
she  seyde ;  (4^9) 

Or  she  was  linrt,  before  that  she  deydo, 
She  wroot  a  lettre  nnoon,  that  thus  be- 
gan :— 
'  Right  so,'  quod  she,  '  as  that  the  whyte 
swan  1355 

Aycins  his  deoth  boginneth  for  to  singe, 
Eight  so  to  yow  make  I  my  complcyningo. 


Nat  that  I  trowe  to  geten  yow  again, 
For  wel  I  woot  that  it  is  al  in  vain. 
Sin  that  the  goddes  been  contraire  to  me. 
But  sin  my  name  is  lost  through  yow,* 

quod  she,  1361 

'  I  may  wel  lese  a  word  on  yow,  or  letter, 
Al-be-it  that  I  shal  bo  never  the  better ; 
For  thllke  wind    that  blew  your    ship 

a-wey,  (44O 

The  same  wind  hath  blowe  a-wey  your 

fey.'—  1365 

But  who    wol  al  this  letter  have  in 

minde, 
Bede  Ovide,  and  in  him  he  shal  hit  findi'. 

Explicit  Leqenda  Didonia  Martiri$^ 
Cartaginia  regine. 


TV.   THE  LEGEND  OF  HYPSIPYLE  AND  MEDEA. 


Incipit  Jjtgend/i,  YsipMle  et  Medee^ 
Martirum, 

Part  I.  The  Leo  end  or  Hypsipyle. 

Tnou  rote  of  false  lovers,  duk  Jasoun ! 
Thou  sly  devourer  and  confusioun 
Of  gentil-wommen,  tender  creatures,  1370 
Thou  madest  thy  reclaiming  and    thy 

lures 
To  ladies  of  thy  statly  apparaunce. 
And  of  thy  wordes,  farced  with  plesaunce. 
And    of  thy    feyned  trouthe    and    thy 

manere. 
With  thyn  obeisaunco  and  thy  humble 

chore,  (8)  1375 

And  with  thy  counterfcted  peyne  and  wo. 
Ther  other  fiBdsen  oon,  thou  falsest  two  ! 
O  !  ofbe  swore  thou  that  thou  woldest  dye 
For  love,  whan  thou  ne  feltest  maladye 
Save  foul  delyt,  which  that  thou  callest 

love !  1380 

If  that  I  live,  thy  name  shal  be  shove 
In   English,   that  thy  sleigh te  shal  be 

knowe ! 
Have  at  thee,  Jasoun  !  now  thyn  horn  is 

blowe ! 
But  ccrtcs,  hit  is  bothe  routhe  and  wo 
That  love  with  false  loveres  worketh  so ; 


For  they  shul  have  wel  bettor  love  and 
chore  13H6 

Than  he  that  hath  aboght  his  love  ful 
dore,  (ao) 

Or  had  in  armes  many  a  blody  box. 
For  ever  as  tendre  a  capoun  et  the  fox, 
Thogh  he  be  fals  and  hath  the  foul  be- 
trayed, 139" 
As  shal  the  good-man  that  ther-for  hath 

payed; 
Al  have  ho  to  the  capoun    skille  and 

right. 
The  false  fox  wol  have  his  part  at  night. 
On  Jasoun  this  ensample  is  wel  y-seno 
By  Isiphile  and  Medea  the  quenc.       1395 

In  Tessalye,  as  Guide  telloth  us, 
Ther  was  a  king  that  highte  Pollens,  (30) 
That  had  a  brother,  which  that  highte 

£son; 
And,  whan  for  age  he  mighte  unnethes 

gon. 
He  yaf  to  Pelleus  the  governing  14CX) 

Of  al  his  regne,  and  made  him  lord  and 

king. 
Of  which  Eson  this  Jasoun  geten  was. 
That,  in  his  tyme,  in  ol  that  lend,  thor  nas 
Nat  swich  a  famous  knight  of  gentUcsse, 
Of  freedom,  and  of  strengthe  and  lusti- 
nosse.  1405 
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After  his  £Etder  deeth,  he  bar  him  so    (39) 
That  ther  nas  noon  that  liste  been  his  fo, 
But  dide  him  al  honour  and  oompanye  ; 
Of  which  this  Pelleus  hath  greet  enyye, 
Imagining  that  Jasoun  mighte  be       14 10 
Enhaunsed  so,  and  put  in  swich  degree 
With  love  of  lordes  of  his  regioun, 
That  from  his  regne  he  may  be  put  adoun. 
And  in  his  wit,  a-night,  compassed  he 
How  Jasoun  mighte  best  destroyed  be  14 15 
Withoute  slaunder  of  his  compasment. 
And  at  the  laste  he  took  avisement      (50) 
To  senden  him  in-to  som  for  contree 
Ther  as  this  Jasoun  may  destroyed  be. 
This  was  his  wit ;  al  made  he  to  Jasoun 
Qret  chere  of  love  and  of  aifeccioun,  143 1 
For  drode  lest  his  lordes  hit  espyde. 
So  fil  hit  so,  as  fame  renneth  wydo, 
Ther  was  swich  tyding  over-al  and  swioh 

los, 
That  in  an  yle  that  called  was  Colcos,  1435 
Beyonde  Troyo,  ^tward  in  the  see. 
That  ther-in  was  a  ram,  that  men  mighte 

see,  (60) 

That  had  a  flees  of  gold,  that  shoon  so 

brighte, 
That  no-wher  was  ther  swich  an-other 

sighte ;  1439 

But  hit  was  kept  alway  with  a  dragoun. 
And  many  othere  merveils,  up  and  doun. 
And  with  two  boles,  make<l  al  of  bras. 
That  spitten  fyr,  and  moche  thing  ther 

was. 
But  this  was  eek  the  tale,  nathelees, 
That  who-BO  wolde  winne  thilke  flees,  1435 
He  moste  bothe,  or  he  hit  winne  mighte, 
With  the  boles  and  the  dragoun  flghte ; 
And  king  Ofites  lord  was  of  that  yle.    (71) 
Tliis  Pelleus  bethoghte  upon  this  wyle ; 
That  ho  his  nevew  Jasoun  wolde  enhorte 
To  sailen  to  that  lond,  him  to  disporte. 
And  seide,  *  Nevew,  if  hit  mighte  be 
That  swich  a  worship  mighte  fallen  thee. 
That  thou  this  famous  tresor  mightest 

winne,  1444 

And  bringen  hit  my  regioun  with-inne. 
Hit  wore  to  mo  grot  plesaunoeand  honour ; 
Than  wore  I  holde  to  quyte  thy  labour.  (80) 
And  al  the  cost  I  wol  my-selven  make  ; 
And  chees  what  folk  that  thou  wilt  with 

theo  take ;  1449 


Lat  see  now,  darstow  taken  this  viage?' 
Jasoun  was  yong,  and  lusty  of  corage, 
And  under-took  to  doon  this  ilke  em- 
pryse. 

Anoon  Argus  his  sliippes  gan  devyso ; 
With  Jasoun  wente  the  strongo  Ercules, 
And  many  an-other  that  ho  with  him 
chees.  1455 

But  who-so  axeth  who  is  with  him  gon, 
Lat  him  go  redon  Argonauticon,  (90) 

For  he  wol  telle  a  tale  long  y-now. 
Philotetes  anoon  the  sail  up-drow. 
Whan  that  the  wind  was  good,  and  gan 
him  hye  1460 

Out  of  his  contree  called  Tcssalyo. 
So  long  he  sailed  in  the  salto  sco 
Til  in  the  yle  "f  Lemnoun  aryved  ho — 
Al  be  this  nat  rehersed  of  Guido, 
Yet  seith  Ovyde  in  his  Epistles  so —  1465 
And  of  this  yle  lady  was  and  qucno 
The  faire  yonge  Isiphilee,  the  shene,  (100) 
That  whylom  Thoos    doghter  was,   the 
king. 

Isiphilee  was  goon  in  her  playing ;  1469 
And,  roming  on  the  clyvos  by  the  see, 
Under  a  banke  anoon  espyed  she 
Wher  that  the  ship  of  Jasoun  gan  aryvo. 
Of  her  goodnosse  adoun  she  sondeth  blyvo 
To  witen  jdf  that  any  straunge  wight  1474 
With  tempest  thider  were  y-blowe  a-night, 
To  doon  him  socour ;  as  was  her  usaunco 
To  forthren  every  wight,  and  doon  ple- 
saunce  (no; 

Of  veray  bountee  and  of  ourtesye. 

This  messagere  adoun  him  gan  to  hye, 
And  fond  Jasoun,  and  Ercules  also,    1480 
That  in  a  cogge  to  londo  were  y-go 
Hem  to  refresshon  and  to  take  the  oyr. 
The  morwening  atempre  was  and  fair ; 
And  in  his  wey  the  messagore  hem  mette. 
Ful  cunningly  thise  lordes  two  he  grette. 
And  dide  his  message,  axing  hem  anoon 
Yif  they  were  broken,  or  oght  wo  begoou, 
Or  hadde  node  of  lodesmen  or  vitailo ;  (isi; 
For  of  socour  they  shulde  no-thing  faile, 
For  hit  was  utterly  the  queues  wille.  1490 

Jasoun  answordo,  mckoly  and  stille, 
*  My  lady,*  quod  he,  *  thanke  I  hertoly 
Of  hir  goodnesso ;  us  uedeth,  trowely. 
No-thing  as  now,  but  that  we  wery  bo, 
And  come  for  to  pleye,  out  of  the  see,  1495 
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Til  that  tho  wind  be  better  in  our  weye.' 
Th  is  liwly  rometb  by  th  0  clif  to  pleye,  ( 130) 
With  her  moynee,  ondelong  the  stronde, 
And  fynt  this  JajEK>un  and  this    other 

stondc,  1499 

In  gpekingo  of  tliis  thing,  as  I  yow  tolde. 

This  Ercules  and  Jasoon  gan  beholde 
How  that  the  quene  hit  was,  and  faire 

her  gretto 
Anon-right  as  they  with  this  lady  mette ; 
And  she  took  heed,  and  knew,  by  hir 

manero, 
By  hir  aray,  by  wordos  and  by  chere,  1505 
That  hit  were  gentil-men,  of  greet  degree. 
And  to  tho  castel  with  her  ledeth  she 
Thise  strannge  folk,  and  doth  hem  greet 

honour,  (141) 

And  axeth  hem  of  travail  and  labour 
That  they  han  suffred  in  tho  salte  see ;  1510 
So  that,  within  a  day,  or  two,  or  three. 
She  knew,  by  folk  that  in  his  shipp^s  be, 
That  hit  was  Jasonn,  Ail  of  renomee, 
And  Ercules,  that  had  the  greto  los,  1514 
That  soghton  the  aventurcs  of  Colcos ; 
And  dido  horn  honour  more  then  before, 
And   with  hem  deled  ever  longer   tho 

more,  (150) 

For  they  ben  worthy  folk,  with-onten  lees. 
And  namely,  most  she  spak  with  Eroulos ; 
To  him  her  herto  bar,  ho  sholde  be     1520 
Sad,  wys,  and  trowe,  of  wordes  avisee, 
With-outen  any  other  afToccioun 
Of  love,  or  evil  imaginacioun. 

This  Ercules  hath  so  this  Jasoun  preysed, 
Tliat  to   the    sonne    he    hath    him    up 

arej-sed,  1535 

That  half  so  trewo  a  man  thcr  nas  of  love 
Under  tho  cope  of  hoven  that  is  above ; 
And  he  was  wj-s,    hardy,    socree,    and 

riche. —  (161) 

Of  thise  three  pointes  ther  nas  noon  him 

liche ; 
Of  freedom  passed  he,  and  lustihode,  1530 
Alle  tho  that  liven  or  ben  dcdo ; 
Thor-to  so  greet  a  gentil-man  was  he. 
And  of  Teswilie  lykly  king  to  be. 
Ther  nas  no  lok,  but  that  ho  was  agnst 
To  lovo,  and  for  to  spoke  shamefast.    1535 
lie  had  do  lever  him-self  to  mordro,  and 

dye  (169) 

Thau  that  menshuldoalover  himospyo : — 


*  As  woldo  almighty  god  that  I  had  yivo 
My  blood  and  flesh,  so  that  I  mighte  live. 
With  tho  nones  that  he  hadde  o-wher 

a  wyf  1540 

For  his  ostat ;  for  swich  a  lusty  l3rf 
She  sholde  ledo  with  this  lusty  knight !' 
And  al  this  was   compassed  on    tho 

night 
Betwixe  him  Jasoun  and  this  Ercules. 
Of  thise  two  heer  was  mad  a  shrewed  lees 
To  come  to  hous  upon  an  innocent ;     1546 
For  to  be-dote  this  queen  was  hir  assent. 
And  Jasoun  is  as  coy  as  is  a  maide,    (181) 
He  loketh  pitously,  but  noght  he  saide, 
But  frely  yal*  he  to  her  conseileres      1550 
Yittes  grete,  and  to  her  officores. 
As  woldo  god  I  leiser  hadde,  and  t3rme, 
By  proces  al  his  wowing  for  to  ryme. 
But  in  this  hous  if  any  fals  lover  be. 
Bight  as  him-4elf  now  doth,  right  so  dide 

he,  1555 

With  feyning  and  with  every  sotil  dcde. 
Ye  gete  no  more  of  me,  but  ye  wil  rede 
Th'original,  that  telleth  al  the  cas.     (191) 
The  somme  is  this,  that  Jasoun  wedded 

was 
Unto  this  quene,  and  took  of  her  sub- 

staunce  1560 

What-so  him  llste,  unto  his  purveyaunco ; 
And  ui>on  her  begat  ho  children  two, 
And  drow  his  sail,  and  saw  her  never-mo. 

A  lettre  sente  she  to  him  certein. 
Which  were  to  long  to  wryton  and  to 

sein,  1565 

And  hini  roproveth  of  his  grete  untrouthe, 
And  preyeth  him  on  her  to  have  som 

routhe.  (200) 

And  of  his  children  two,  she  seide  him 

this. 
That  they  be  lyke,  of  alle  thing,  y-wis, 
To  Jasoun,  save  they  coude  nat  begylo ; 
And  preyed  god,  or  hit  were  longe  whyle, 
That  she,  that  had  his  herte  y-raft  her  fh>, 
Mosto  finden  him  to  her  untrewo  al-so, 
And  that  she  moste  bothe  her  children 

spille,  1574 

And  alle  tho  that  suffreth  him  his  wille. 
And  trew  to  Jasoun  was  she  al  her  lyf. 
And  ever  kopto  her  chast,  as  for  his  wyf ; 
Ne  never  had  she  joye  at  her  herto,    (an) 
But  dyed,  for  his  love,  of  sorwes  smorto. 
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Past  IL     The  Legexd  or  Medka. 

To  Colcos  oomen  is  this  dak  Jasoaxif 
That  is  of  love  devonrer  and  dragoon.  1581 
As  matoi*e  appetyteth  forme  al-wey, 
And  from  formo  in-to  forme  hit  paasen 

may, 
Or  as  a  welle  that  wore  botomleeSf 
Right  so  can  fals  Jasoan  have  no  pees. 
For,  to  desyren,  throogh  his  appetyt,  1586 
To  doon  with  gontil  wommcn  his  doljrt, 
This  is  his  lust  and  his  feliciteo.  (221) 

Josoun  is  romod  forth  to  the  citee, 
That  whylom  clejied  was  Jaoonitos,    1590 
That  was  the  maister-toon  of  al  Colcos, 
And  hath  y-told  the  cause  of  his  coming 
Un-to  Oet«s,  of  that  contro  king, 
Preying    him    that  he  moste  doon  his 

assay  1594 

To  goto  the  fleos  of  gold,  if  that  ho  may ; 
Of  which  the  king  osscnteth  to  his  bone. 
And  doth  him  honour,  as  hit  is  to  done, 
So  ferforth,  that  his  doghter  and  his  eyr, 
Medea,  which  that  was  so  wys  and  fair 
That  fairer  saw  ther  never  man  with  3re, 
He  made  lier  doon  to  Josoun  companyo 
At  mete,  and  sitto  by  him  in  the  halle. 
Now  was  Jasoun  a  semely  man  with- 

alle,  (236) 

And  lyk  a  lord,  and  had  a  greet  renoun. 
And  of  his  loko  as  real  as  looun,  1605 

And  goodly  of  his  speche,  and  famulere, 
And  coude  of  love  al  craft  and  art  ploncre 
With-oute  boke,  with  everich  observaunce. 
And,  as  fortune  her  oghto  a  foul  mes- 

chaunce. 
She  wcx  enamoured  upon  this  man.    1610 

*  Jasoun,'  quod  she,  '  for  ought  I  sco  or 

can. 
As  of  t  his  thing  the  which  ye  been  aboute, 
Ye  han  your-self  y-put  in  mocho  doute. 
For,  who-so  wol  this  aventure  acheve, 
Ho  may  nat  wel  astertcn,  as  I  love,     16 15 
With-outen  deeth,  but  I  his  helpe  be.  (249) 
But  nathelcs,  hit  is  my  wille,'  quod  she, 

*  To  forthrcn  yow,  so  that  ye  shal  nat  dye. 
But  tumen,  sound,  hoom  to  your  Tessalyc.' 

*  My  rightc  lady,'  quod  this  Jasoun  tho, 

*  That  ye  lian  of  my  dethe  or  of  my  wo 
Any  reward,  and  doon  mo  this  honour, 
I  wot  wel  that  my  might  ne  my  labour 


May  nat  deserve  hit  in  my  ly\'C8  day ;  1624 
God  thanke  yow,  ther  I  ne  can  ne  may. 
Tour  man  am  I,  and  lowly  you  beseche, 
To  been  my  lielp,  with-oute  more  si)oche ; 
But    certos,   for    my  death    shal  I   nat 

spare.'  (261,1 

Tho  gan  this  Medea  to  him  declare 
The  i)eril  of  this  cas,  fro  point  to  point, 
And  of  his  batail,  and  in  what  disjoint 
He  mote  stand  e,  of  which  no  creature. 
Save  only  she,  no  miglite  his  lyf  assure. 
And  shortly,  to  tho  point  right  for  to  go, 
They  been  acconloil  ful,  Iwtwix  hem  two, 
That  Jasoun  shal  her  weddc,  as  trewt^ 

knight ;  1636 

And  term  y-set,  to  come  sone  at  night  (371^) 
Unto  her  chambre,  and  make  ther  his 

00th, 
Upon  tho  goddes,  that  he,  for  lecf  ne 

looth,  1630 

Ne  sholde  her  never  falscn,  niglit  ne  day, 
To  been  her  husbond,  whyl  he  liven  may. 
As  she  that  from  his  deeth  him  savtnl 

here. 
And  her-upon,  at  night  they  metto  y-forc. 
And  doth  his  00th,  and  goth  with  her  to 

be<ldo.  1644 

And  on  the  morwe,  upward  he  him  spedde: 
For  she  hath  taught  him  how  ho  shal 

nat  faile  (•'7<>.' 

The  flees  to  winnc,  and  stintcn  his  batailo ; 
And  saved  him  his  lyf  and  his  honour  ; 
And  g^t  him  greet  name  as  a  conqucrour 
Right  through   tho  sleight  of   her  on- 

chantement.  1O50 

Now  hath  Jasoun  the  flees,  and  hoom 

is  went 
With  Medea,  and  trcsor  fal  gr(>t  woon. 
But  unwist  of  her  fader  is  she  goon 
To  Toflsuly,  with  duk  Jasoun  her  lecf. 
That  afterward  hath  broght  her  to  mcs- 

cheof.  1655 

For  as  a  traitour  ho  is  from  her  go. 
And  with  her  lafto  his  yonge  children 

two,  (291)) 

And  falsly  hath  betrayed  her,  alias ! 
And  ever  in  love  a  choef  traitour  he  was ; 
And  wedded  yit  the  thridde  wyf  anon,  i6<k> 
That  was  the  doghter  of  the  king  Creon. 
This  is  the  m(>od  of  loving  and  gucrdoun 
That  Medea  received  of  Jasoun 
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Right  for  licr  troutlie  and  for  her  kiniio- 

nosso, 
Tlmt  loved  him  better  than  her-ielf,  I 

gesse,  1665 

And  hifte  lier  fader  and  her  heritage. 
And  of  Jasoun  this  is  the  vassalage,  (300) 
That,  in  his  dayes,  nus  ther  noon  y-foonde 
Si>  fnls  a  lover  going  on  the  gronndo. 
And    thcrfor    in    her   Icttro    thus    she 

seydc  1671) 

First,  whan  she  of  his  falsnesso  him  nm- 

breyde, 
*  Why  lyked  me  thy  yelow  heor  to  see 
More  then  the  boundos  of  myn  honestee, 


Why  lyked  me  thy  3ronthe  and  thy  fair- 

nosse. 
And  of  thy  tongc  the  infinit  gracions- 

nesse  ?  1675 

O,  haddcst  thoa  in  thy  oonqiii>st  deed 

Fnl  mikel  nntrouthe  had  ther  dyed  with 

thee!'  ^310) 

Wei  can  Ovyde  her  lettre  in  vers  endyte, 

Which  were  as  now  to  long  for  me  to 
wryte, 

ExplicU  Legenda  VtiphiU  et  Medet, 
Martirum, 


V.   THE  LEGEND  OP  LUCRETIA. 


Incipit  Legenda  Lucrede  Rome^  MartirU. 

Xow  moot  I  sc-yn  the  exiling  of  kinges 
Of  Rome,  for  hir  horrible  doinges,       1681 
Anil  of  the  laste  king  Tarquinius, 
As  saith  Ovyde  and  Titus  Livius. 
But  for  that  cause  telle  I  nat  this  storie. 
Rut  for  to  proise  and  drawen  to  memoric 
The  verray  >\'>'f,  the  verray  trowe  Lucresso, 
That,  for  her  w^-f  hood  and  her  stedfast- 

nessc,  1687 

Xat  only  that  thiso  payens  her  comcndc. 
Hut  lie,  that  cleixKl  is  in  our  legende  (lo) 
The  grete  Austin,   hath   greet    compas- 

sionn  1690 

Of  this  Lucresse,  that  starf  at  Rome  toun ; 
And  in  what  wyse,  I  wol  but  shortly  trete. 
And  of  this  thing  I  toucho  but  the  grete. 

Whan  Ardea  l)e6egod  was  aboute 
With  Romains,  that  ful  stomo  were  and 

stoute,  1695 

Ful  longe  lay  the  sege,  and  litcl  wroghtc, 
Sii  that  they  were  half  ydel,  as    hem 

thoghte ;  (18) 

And  in  his  pley  Tarquinius  the  yongo 
<  jSan  for  to  jape,  for  he  vt'oa  light  of  tonge, 
.\nd  seyde,  that  *  it  was  an  ydel  l3rf ;  1700 
No  man  did  ther  no  more  than  his  wyf ; 
And  lat  us  speko  of  wyves,  that  is  best ; 
Praise  every  man  his  owne,  as  him  lest. 
And  with  our  specho  lat  us  ese  our  herte.* 
A  knight,  that  highte   Ck>latyne,  np 

sterte,  2705 


And  seyde  thus,  *  nay,  for  liit  is  no  nede 
To  trowen  on    the  word,   but    on    the 

dede. 
I  have  a  wyf,'  quod  he,  •  that,  as  I  trowe, 
Is  holden  good  of  alle  that  ever    her 

knowe ;  {yi\ 

Go  wo  to-night  to  Rome,  and  we  shul 
i  flee.'  1710 

Tarquinius  answerdo,  *  that  lyketli  mo.' 
To  Rome  be  they  come,  and  faste  hem 

dighte 
To  Colatynes  hous,  and  doun  they  lights, 
Tarquinius,  and  eok  this  Colatyne. 
The  husbond  know  the  est  res  wel  and 

And  prively  into  the  hous  they  goon  ; 

Nor  at  the  gate  porter  was  ther  noon  ; 

And  at  the  cliambro-doro  they  ab^'de.  (39) 

This  noble  wyf  sat  by  her  iKMldes  syde 

Dischevele,  for  no  malice  she  no  thoghte ; 

And  Bofle  wollo  our  book  seith  that  she 
wroghte  17^1 

'  To  kepen  her  fro  slouthe  and  ydelnesso  ; 

And  bad  her  servants  doon  hir  businosM, 
'  And  axeth  hem, '  what  tydings  hercn  ye? 
'  How  seith  men  of  the  sege,  how  shal  hit 

bo  ?  lJ2g 

Qod  wolde  the  walles  weren  falle  adoun ; 
Myn  husl)ond  is  so  longe  out  of  this  toun. 
For  which  the  dreed  doth  me  so  sore 

smerte, 
Right  as  a  sword  hit  stingoth  to  mjm 

herte  (50) 
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Whan  I  think  on  the  sege  or  of  that  place ; 
God  save  my  lord,  I  preye  him  for  his 

grace :' —  1731 

And  thor-with-al  fnl  tenderly  she  weep, 
And  of  her  werk  she  took  no  more  keep, 
But  mokely  she  leet  her  eycn  falle ; 
And  t  hi  Ike  semblant  sat  herwel  with-alle. 
And  eok  her  teres,  fol  of  honestee,      1736 
Embolisshed  her  yry^y  chastitee ; 
Her  conntenannce  is  to  her  herte  digne. 
For  they  acordeden  in  dode  and  sifpie.  (60) 
And  -with  that  word  her  hnsbond  Colatyn, 
Or  she  of  him  was  war,  com  sterting  in, 
And  seidc,  'dreed  thee  noght,  for  I  am 

here  ! '  1743 

And  she  anoon  np  roos,  with  blisful  chere. 
And  kiste  him,  as  of  wyves  is  the  wone. 
Tarqninins,  this  proudo  kinges  sone. 
Conceived  hath    her   beautee    and    her 

chere,  1746 

Her  yelow  heer,  her  shap,  and  her  manere. 
Her  hew,  her  wordes  that  she  hath  com- 

pleyned. 
And  by  no  crafbe  her  beaatee  nas  nat 

feyned ;  (70) 

And  canghte  to  this  lady  swich  de^yr. 
That  in  his  herte  brende  as  any  fyr     1751 
So  woodly,  that  his  wit  was  al  forgeten. 
For  wel,  thoghto  he,  she  sholde  nat  be 

geten ; 
And  ay  the  more  that  he  was  in  dispair, 
The  more  ho  coveteth  and  thoghte  her 

fair.  1755 

His  blinde  Inst  was  al  his  covetinge. 

A*morwe,  whan  the  brid  began  to  singe, 
Unto  the  sego  he  oomth  fal  privily, 
And  by  himself  he  walketh  sobrely,    (80) 
Th'image  of  her  recording  alwey  newe  ; 
*  Thus  lay  her  heer,  and  thus  fresh  was 

her  he  we  ;  1761 

Thns  sat,  thus  spak,  thus  span  ;  this  was 

her  chere, 
Thns   fair  she   was,   and  this  was  her 

manere.* 
Al  this  conceit  Ids  herte  hath  now  y-take. 
And,  as  the  see,  with  tempest  al  to-shake, 
That,  after  whan  the  storm  is  al  ago,  1766 
Yet  wol  the  water  qnappe  a  day  or  two, 
Right  so,    thogh    that    her    forme    wer 

absent,  (89) 

The  plesannce  of  her  forme  was  present ; 


But  nathelcs,  nat  plesannce,  but  delyt, 
Or  an  unrig^tfVd  talent  with  deapyt ;  1771 

*  For,  maugre  her,  she  shal  my  lemman 

be ; 
Hap  holpeth  hardy  man  alday,*  quod  he : 
'  What  ondo  that  I  make,  hit  shal  be  so :  * 
And  girt  him  with  his  swerde,  and  gan 

to  go ;  1775 

And  forth  he  rit  til  he  to  Home  is  come, 
And  al  aloon  his  wey  than  hath  he  nomo 
Unto  the  house  of  Colatyn  fill  right. 
Doun  was  the  sonne,  and  day  hath  lost 

his  light ;  (100) 

And  in  he  com  un-to  a  privy  halke,  1780 
And  in  the  night  ful  thcefly  gan  he  stalkc, 
Whan  every  night  was  to  his  rcste  broght. 
No  no  wight  had  of  tresoun  swich    a 

thoght. 
Were  hit  by  window  or  by  other  gin,  1784 
With  swerde  y-drawe,  shortly  he  comth  in 
Ther  as  she  lay,  this  noble  wyf  Lucresse. 
And,  as  she  wook,  her  bed  she  felte  presso. 
*What  beste  is  that,'  quod  she,  *that 

weyeth  thus?' 
'  I  am  the  kinges  sone,  Tarqninins,'    (no) 
Quod  he,  'but  and  thou  crye,  or  noise 

make,  1790 

Or  if  thou  any  creature  awake, 
By  thilke  god  that  formed  man  on  lyvc. 
This  swerd  through-out  thyn  herte  shal 

I  lyve.' 
And  ther-withal  unto  her  throte  he  stertc, 
And  sette  the  point  al  sharp  upon  her 

herte.  1795 

No  word  she  spak,  she  hath  no  might 

therto. 
What  shal  she  sayn  ?  her  wit  is  al  ago. 
Right  as  a  wolf  that  fynt  a  lomb  aloon, 
To  whom  shal  she  compleyne,  or  make 

moon?  (in)) 

What!    shal  she  fighte  with  an  hardy 

knight  ?  i8o(> 

Wel  wot  men  that  a  woman  hath  no 

might. 
What !  shal  she  crye,  or  how  shal  she 

asterte 
That  hath  her  by  the  throte,  with  swerde 

at  herte? 
She  axeth  grace,  and  seith  al  that  she  can. 

*  Ne  wolt  thou  nat,'  quod  he,  this  cruel 

man,  1805 
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*  As  vfiBly  Japitor  my  soulo  save, 
As  I  flhal  in  the  stablo  slee  thy  knave, 
And  loye  him  in  thy  bed,  and  londo  cryo. 
That  I  thee  finde  in  suche  avonterj'o  ;  (130) 
And  thus  thou  shalt  bo  deed,  and  also 

Icso  181U 

Thy  name,  for  thon  shalt  non  other  chese.* 

Thise  Bomain   wyvea  loveden  so  hir 

^  name 

At  thilke  tymo,  and  dredden  so  the  shame, 

That,  what  for  fere  of  slaundre  and  drede 

ofdeeth,  1814 

She  loste  bothe  at-onos  wit  and  breeth. 
And  in  a  swoagh  she  lay  and  woz  so 

deed, 
Men  mighte  smyten  of  her  arm  or  heed  ; 
She  feleth  no-thing,  neither  foal  ne  fair. 
Tarqninius,  that  art  a  kinges  oyr,  (140) 
And  sholdost,  as  by  linage  and  by  right, 
Doon  as  a  lord  and  as  a  verray  knight, 
Why  hostow  doon  dispyt  to  chivalrye? 
WTiy  hastow  doon  this  lady  vilanye? 
Alias !  of  thee  this  was  a  vileins  dedo ! 

Bat  now  to  parpos  ;  in  the  story  I  rede. 
Whan  ho  was  goon,  al  this  mischaunce  is 

fallo.  1836 

This  lady  sonte  after  her  frendes  alle. 
Fader,  modcr,  hasbond,  al  y-fere ;      (149) 
And  al  dischcvelo,  with  her  lieres  clere, 
In  habit  swich  as  women  used  the      1830 
Unto  the  burj'ing  of  her  frendes  go. 
She  sit  in  halle  with  a  sorwefnl  sighte. 
Her  frendes  axen  what  her  aylen  mighte. 
And  who  was  deed?     And  she  sit  ay 

wepinge, 
A  word  for  shame  ne  may  she  forth  oat- 

bringo,  1835 

No  npon  hem  she  dorste  nat  beholde. 
But  atte  loste  of  Tarqoiny  she  hem  tolde, 
This  rewful  cas,  and  al  this  thing  horrible. 
The  wo  to  tellen  hit  were  impossible,  (160) 
That  she  and    alle    her   frendes    made 

atones.  1840 

Al  hadde  folkcs  hertcs  been  of  stones, 
Hit  mighte  have  maked  hem  upon  her 

rowo. 
Her  herto  was  so  wyfly  and  so  trowe. 
She  seide,  that,  for  her  gilt  ne  for  her 

blame. 
Her  hasbond  sholdo  nat  have  the  foule 

name,  1845 


That  woldo  she  nat  saffre,  by  no  wcy. 
And  they  answerden  alio,  upon  hir  fey, 
That  they  foryeve  hit  her,  for  hit  was 

right ;  (169) 

Hit  was  no  gilt,  hit  lay  nat  in  her  might ; 
And  seidon  her  ensamples  many  oon.  1850 
But  al  for  noght;    for  thns  she  seido 

anoon, 
*  Be  as  be  may,*  quod  she,  *  of  forgiving, 
I  wol  nat  have  no  forgift  for  no-thing.' 
But  prively  she  caughte  forth  a  knjrf,  1854 
And  therwith-al  she  rafte  her-self  her  lyf ; 
And  as  she  fcl  adoun,  she  caste  her  look. 
And  of  her  clothes  yit  she  hedo  took ; 
For  in  her  falling  yit  she  hadde  care 
Lest  that  her  feet  or  swiche  thing  lay 

bare ;  (180) 

So  wel  she  loved  clennesse  and  eek  troutho. 

Of  her  hod  al  the  toun  of  Rome  routhe. 

And  Brutus  by  her  chaste  blode  hath 

sworo  i86j 

That  Tarqui  n  sholde  y-banish  t  be  thcr-forc, 
And  al  his  kin ;  and  let  the  pcple  callo. 
And  openly  the  tale  ho  tolde  hem  alle. 
And  openly  let  carie  her  on  a  here      1866 
Through  al  the  toun,  that  men  may  see 

and  hero 
The  horrible  deed  of  her  opprossioun. 
Ne  never  was  ther  king  in  Borne  toun  ( 190) 
Sin  thilke  day ;  and  she  was  holden  thcro 
A  seint,  and  ever  her  day  y-halwed  doro 
As  in  hir  lawe :  and  thus  endeth  Lucresso, 
The  noble  wyf,  as  Titus  bereth  witnesso. 
I  tell  hit,  for  she  was  of  love  so  trowo, 
Ne  in  her  wille  she  ohaunged  for  no  nowo. 
And  for  the  stable  herte,  sad  and  kinde, 
That  in  these  women  men  may  alday 

finde ;  1877 

Ther  as  they  caste  hir  herte,  ther  hit 

dwelleth. 
For  wel  I  wot,  that    Crist  fhim-selvo 

tolleth,  (300) 

That  in  Israel,  as  wyd  as  is  the  lond,  1880 
That  so  gret  feith  in  al  the  lond  he  no 

fond 
As  in  a  woman  ;  and  this  is  no  lye. 
And  as  of  men,  loketh  which  tirannye 
They  doon  alday ;  assay  hem  who  so  liste. 
The  trewest  is  ful  brotel  for  to  triste.  1885 

Explicit  Legenda  Lucrtde  Rome,  Martirit, 
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Zit  Begenb  of  6oo»  (fi)omen. 


VI.   THE  LEGEND  OF  ARIADNE. 


Incipil  Legenda  Adriane  de  Athenes. 

JuoE  infernal,  Minos,  of  Crete  king. 
Now  comoth  tliy  lot,  now  comestow  on 

the  ring ; 
Nat  for  thy  soke  only  wryte  I  this  storie, 
But  for  to  clepe  agoin  nnto  memorie  1889 
Of  Theseus  the  grete  untronthe  of  love ; 
For  which  the  goddes  of  the  heven  above 
Ben  wrothe,  and  wreche  han  take  for  thy 

sinne. 
Bo  reed  for  shame  !  now  I  thy  l3rf  beginne. 
Minos,  that  was  the  mighty  king  of 

Crete,  * 

That  haddo  an  hundred  citees  stronge 

and  greto,  (10)  1895 

To  scole  hath  sent  his  sone  AndrogeuB, 
To  Athenes ;    of  the  whiche  hit  happed 

thus, 
That  ho  was  slayn,  leming  philosophye, 
Right  in  that  citco,  nat  but  for  envye. 

The  greto  Minos,  of  the  whiche  I  speke, 
His  soncs  dooth  is  comen  for  to  wreko  ; 
Alcathoe  ho  bisegoth  harde  and  longe. 
But  nathelcs  the  walles  be  so  stronge, 
And  Nisns,  that  was  king  of  that  citee, 
So  chivalrous,  that  litel  dredeth  he ;   1905 
Of  Minos  or  his  ost  took  he  no  cure,     (21) 
Til  on  a  day  bofol  an  aventure, 
That  Nisus  doghter  stood  upon  the  wal, 
And  of  the  scge  saw  the  manor  al.       1909 
80  happed  hit,  that,  at  a  scarmishing. 
She  caste  her  horte  upon  Minos  the  king, 
For  his  boantce  and  for  his  ohivalrye, 
So  sore,  that  she  wonde  for  to  d^'e. 
And,  shortly  of  this  proces  for  to  pace, 
She  made  Minos  winnen  thilke  place,  1915 
So  that  the  citee  was  al  at  his  wille,    (31) 
To  Savon  whom  him  list,  or  elles  spille  ; 
But  wikkedly  ho  quitte  her  kindenesse. 
And  let  her  drenche  in  sorowe  and  dis- 

tressc,  i9'9 

Nere  that  the  goddes  hadde  of  her  pite ; 
But  that  tale  were  to  long  as  now  for  me. 

Athenes  wan  this  king  Minoe  also, 
And  Alcathoe  and  other  tonnes  mo ; 


And  this  th*effect,  that   Minos  hath  so 

driven 
Hem  of  Athenes,  that  they  mote    him 

yiven  (40)  19^5 

Fro  yere  to  yere  her  owne  children  dere 
For  to  be  slayn,  as  ye  shul  after  here. 
This  Minos  hath  a  monstre,  a  wikked 

beste. 
That  was  so  cruel  that,  without  areste, 
Whan  that  a  man  was  broght  in   his 

presence,  1930 

He  wolde  him  ete,  ther  helpeth  no  de- 
fence. 
And  every  thridde  yeer,  withouten  doute, 
They  casten  lot,  and,  as  hit  com  aboute 
On  riche,  on  pore,  he  moste  his  sone 

take,  (49)  1934 

And  of  his  child  he  moste  present  make 
Unto  Minos,  to  save  him  or  to  spille. 
Or  lete  his  beste  devoure    him  at  his 

wille. 
And  this  hath  Minos  don,  right  in  despyt ; 
To  wreke  his  sone  was  set  al  his  del3rt, 
And  maken  hem  of  Athenes  his  thral  1940 
Fro  yere  to  yere,  whyl  that  he  liven  shal ; 
And  hoom  he  saileth  whan  this  toun  is 

wonne. 
This  wikked  custom  is  so  longe  y-ronne 
Til  that  of  Athenes  king  Egeus 
Mot  sende  his  ovme  sone,  Tlieseus,      1945 
Sith  that  the  lot  is  fallen  hini  niM>n,    (61 1 
To  be  devoured,  for  grace  is  ther  non. 
And  forth  is  lad  this  woful  yonge  knight 
Unto  the  court  of  king  Minos  fnl  right, 
And  in  a  prison,  fetered,  cast  is  he      1950 
Til  thilke  tyme  he  sholde  y-freten  be. 

Wei  maystow  wcpe,  O  wofol  Theseus, 
That  art  a  kinges  sone,  and  dampned 

thus. 
Me  thinketh  this,  that  thou  were  depe 

y-holde  1954 

To  whom  that  saved  thee  fro  cares  (K>lde ! 
And  now,  if  any  woman  helpe  thee,     (71) 
Wei  oughtestow  her  servant  for  to  be, 
And  been  her  trewe  lover  yeer  by  yere ! 
Bat  now  to  come  ageyn  to  my  matere. 


^9e  Mt^tn^  of  JBxiahii, 
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The  tour,  ther  as  this  Thcsens  is  throwe 

Doun  in   the  botom  derke  and  wonder 

lowe,  1 961 

Was  joyning  in  the  walle  to  a  foreyne ; 

And  hit  was  longing  to  the  doghtren 

tweyne 
Of  king  Minos,  that  in  hir  chambres  grete 
Dwelten    above,    toward    the    maister- 
streto,  (Ho)  1965 

In  mochel  mirthe,  in  joye  and  in  solas. 
Not  I  nat  how,  hit  happed  ther,  per  cas, 
As  Thesens  complcyned  hira  by  nighte, 
The  kinges  doghter,  Adrian  that  highte, 
And  eek  her  snster  Phcdra,  herden  al  1970 
His  compleyning,  as  they  stode  on  the  wal 
And  lokedcn  upon  the  brighte  mone  ; 
Hem  leste  nat  to  go  to  bedde  sone. 
And  of  his  wo  they  had  oompassioun  ; 
A  kinges  sone  to  ben  in  swich  prisoun 
And  be  devoured,   thonghte   hem    gret 
pitee.  (91)  1976 

Than  Adrian  spak  to  her  snster  free, 
And  seyde,  '  Phedra,  leve  snster  dere, 
This  woful  lordes  sone  may  ye  nat  here, 
How  pitonsly  compleyneth  he  his  kin, 
And  eek  his  pore  estat  that  he  is  in,    1981 
And  giltelcss  ?  now  certes,  hit  is  routhe ! 
And  if  ye  wol  assenten,  by  my  tronthe, 
He  shal  be  holpen,  how  so  that  we  do  ! ' 
Phedra  answerde,  '  y-wis,  me  is  as  wo 
For  him  as  ever  I  was  for  any  man  ;  1986 
And,  to  his  help,  the  beste  reed  I  can  (loa) 
Is  that  we  doon  the  gayler  prively 
To  come,  and  8X)eke  with  ns  hastily, 
And  doon  this  wofal  man  with  him  to 
come.  1990 

For  if  he  may  this  monstre  overcome. 
Than  were  he  quit ;  ther  is  noon  other 

bot«. 
Lat  ns  wel  taste  him  at  his  herte-rote. 
That,  if  so  be  that  ho  a  wepen  have, 
Wlier  that  he  dar,  his  Ijrf  to  kepe  and 
save,  (no)  1995 

Fighten  with  this  fend,  and  him  defende. 
For,  in  the  prison,  ther  he  shal  descende, 
Ye  wite  wel,  that  the  beste  is  in  a  place 
That  nis  nat  derk,  and  hath  ronm  eek 

and  spare 
To  welde  an  ax  or  swerd  or  staf  or  knyf, 
So  that,  me  thinketh,  he  sholde  save  his 
lyf ;  aooi 


If  that  he  be  a  man,  he  shal  do  so. 
And  we  shul  make  him  balles  eek  also 
Of  wexe  and  towe,  that,  whan  he  gapeth 
faste,  aoo4 

Into  the  bestes  throte  ho  shal  hem  caste 
To  slake  his  hanger  and  encombre  his 
teeth ;  (lai) 

And  right  anon,  whan  that  Thesens  seeth 
The  beste  achokcd,  he  shal  on  him  lepe 
To  sleen  him,  or  they  comen  more  to-hepe. 
This  wepen  shal  the  gayler,  or  that  tyde, 
Fnl  privily  within  the  prison  hyde  ;   201 1 
And,  for  the  hons  is  crinkled  to  and  fro, 
And  hath  so  queinte  weyes  for  to  go — 
For  hit  is  shapen  as  the  mase  is  wroght — 
Therto  have  I  a  remedie  in  my  thoght, 
That,  by  a  clewe  of  tw3nie,  as  he  hath 
goon,  (131)  aoi6 

The  same  wey  he  may  retnme  anoon, 
Folwing  alwey  the  threed,  as  he  hath 

come. 
And,  whan  that  he  this  beste  hath  over- 
come. 
Then  may  he  fleen  awey  out  of  this  drede, 
And  eek  the  gayler  may  he  with  him 
lede,  2031 

And  him  avannce  at  hoom  in  his  contree, 
Sin  that  so  greet  a  lordes  sone  is  he. 
This  is  my  reed,  if  that  he  dar  hit  take.* 
What  sholde  I  lenger  sermoun  of  hit 
make  ?  2025 

The  gayler  cometh,  and  with  him  Thesens. 
And  whan  thise  thinges  been  acorded 
thus,  (142) 

Adoun  sit  Theseus  upon  his  knee  : — 
'  The  righte  lady  of  my  lyf,*  quod  he, 
'  I,  sorweftil  man,  y-dampned  to  the  deeth, 
Fro  3row,   whyl   that  me  lasteth  lyf  or 
breeth,  2031 

I  wol  nat  twinne,  after  this  aventure. 
But  in  your  servise  thus  I  wol  endure. 
That,  as  a  wrecche  unknowe,  I  wol  yow 
serve  2034 

For  ever-mo,  til  that  myn  herte  sterve. 
Forsake  I  wol  at  hoom  myn  heritage,  (151) 
And,  as  I  seide,  ben  of  your  court  a  page. 
If  that  ye  vouohe-sauf  that,  in  this  place, 
Ye  graunte  me  to  han  so  gret  a  grace 
That  I  may  han  nat  but  my  mete  and 
drinke ;  2040 

And  for  my  sustenance  yit  wol  I  swinke, 
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Z^t  Bt^t  of  <Boo(  (Q9omen. 


Bight  as  yow  Lst,  that    Minos  ne   no 

wight — 
Bin  that  he  saw  me  never  with  oyen 

sights 
Ne  no  man  elles,  shal  me  conne  cspye ; 
So  slyly  and  so  wel  I  shal  me  g>'C,       3045 
And  mo  so  wol  disfig-aro  and  so  lowe,  (161) 
That  in  this  world  ther  shal  no  man  me 

knowe, 
To  han  my  lyf,  and  for  to  han  presence 
Of  yow,  that  doon  to  mo  this  excellence. 
And  to  my  fader  shal  I  senden  here   2050 
This  worthy  man,  that  is  now  yonr  gay- 

lere, 
And,  him  to  guerdon,  that  he  shal  wel  be 
Oon  of  the  grettest  men  of  my  contree. 
And«yif  I  dorste  seyn,  my  lady  bright, 
I  am  a  kingcs  sone,  and  eek  a  knight ; 
As  wolde  god,  yif  that  hit  mighte  be  (171) 
Ye  weren  in  my  contree,  alle  three. 
And  I  with  yow,  to  here  yow  companye. 
Than  sholde  ye  seen  .^rif  that  I  ther-of  lye ! 
And,  if  I  profre  yow  in  low  manere    ao6() 
To  ben  your  page  and  serven  yow  right 

here. 
But  I  yow  serve  as  lowly  in  that  place, 
I  prey  to  Mars  to  yive  me  swiche  a  grace 
That  shames  deeth  on  me    ther    mote 

faUe, 
And  deeth  and  povcrt    to  my  frendes 

alle ;  21165 

And  that  my  spirit  by  nighte  mote  go  (181) 
Ailer  my  deeth,  and  walke  to  and  fro ; 
That  I  mote  of  a  traitour  have  a  name. 
For  which  my  spirit  go,  to  do  me  shame  ! 
And  yif  I  ever  claime  other  degree,     2070 
But-if  ye  vouche-sauf  to  yive  hit  me. 
As  I  have  seid,  of  shames  deeth  I  deye  ! 
And  niorcy,  lady  !  I  am  nat  elles  seye !' 

A  seemly  knight  was  Thosous  to  see. 
And  yong,   but  of   a  twenty  yeer  and 

three ;  2075 

But  who-so  hadde  y-seyn  his  counten- 

aunce,  (191) 

He  wolde  have  wept,  for  routhe  of  his 

pcnaunco ; 
For  which  this  Adriane  in  this  manere 
Answcrde  to  his  profre  and  to  his  chore. 
*A  kingos  sone,   and   eck  a  knight,' 

quod  she,  2080 

'To  been  my  servant  in  so  low  degree, 


God  shilde  hit,  for  the  shame  of  women 

alle! 
And  leve  me  never  swich  a  cas  befalle  ! 
But  sende  yow  grace  and    sleighte    of 

herte  also, 
Yow  to  defende  and  knightly  sleen  your 

fo,  .  2085 

And  leve  herafter  that  I  may  yow  finde 
To  me  and  to  my  suster  here  so  kindo. 
That  I  repente  nat  to  give  yow  lyf !    (205^ 
Yit  were  hit  better  that  I  were  your 

wyf. 
Sin  that  ye  been  as  gentil  bom  as  I,  2090 
And  have  a  rfiaume,  nat  but  faste  by. 
Then  that  I  suffrcd  giltles  yow  to  stervc, 
Or  that  I  let  yow  as  a  i>age  serve  ; 
Hit  is  not  profit,  as  unto  your  kinrede ; 
But  what  is  that  that  man  nil  do  for 

drede  ?  2095 

And  to  my  suster,  sin  that  hit  is  so    (211) 
That  she  mot  goon  with  mo,  if  that  I  go, 
Or  elles  suifre  deeth  as  wel  as  I, 
That  ye  unto  your  sone  ns  trewcly      2099 
Doon  her  bo  wedded  at  your  hoom-coming. 
This  is  the  fynal  endo  of  al  this  thing ; 
Ye  swere  hit  heer,  on  al  that  may  bo 

sworn.' 
'  Ye,  lady  mjTi,'  quod  he,  *  or  elles  torn 
Mote  I  bo  with  the  Minotaur  to-morwe  ! 
And  havcth    her-of  my  herte-blood    to 

borwe,  (220)  2105 

Yif  that  ye  wile  ;  if  I  had  knyf  or  spere, 
I  wolde  hit  letcn  out,  and  ther-on  swere. 
For  than  at  erst  I  wot  ye  wil  me  leve. 
By  Mars,  that  is  the  cheef  of  my  bileve, 
So  that  I  mighte  liven  and  nat  faile   21 10 
To-morwe  for  t'acheve  my  bataile, 
I  nolde  never  fro  this  place  flee. 
Til  that  ye  shuld  the  verray  prove  see. 
For  now,  if  that  the  sooth  I  shal  yow  say, 
I  have  y-loved  yow  ful  many  a  day,     2115 
Thogh  ye  no  wiste  hit  nat,  in  my  contree. 
And  aldermost  desjTcd  yow  to  see      (a^^i) 
Of  any  erthly  living  creature  ;  21  iS 

Upon  my  trouthe  I  swere,  and  yow  assure, 
Tliise  seven  yeer  I  have  your  servant  be ; 
Xow  have  I  }'ow,  and  also  have  ye  me, 
My  dere  herte,  of  Athenes  duchesse !' 

This  lady  smyleth  at  his  stedfastnesse, 
And  at  his  hertly  wordes,  and  his  chero, 
And  to  her  suster  seide  in  this  manere, 
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Al  softely,  '  now,  gnster  myn,'  quod  she, 
'  Now  bo  wo  dnchessoB,  bothe  I  and  ye, 
And  sikered  to  the  rogals  of  Athenes,  (243) 
And  bothe  hor-aiter  lykly  to  bo  queues, 
And  saved  fro  his  deeth  u  kinges  sone, 
As  ever  of  gentil  women  is  the  wone  2131 
To  save  a  gentil  man,  emforth  hir  might, 
In  honest  cause,  and  namely  in  his  right. 
Mo  thinketh  no  wight  oghte  her-of  us 

blame, 
Ne  beren  us  ther-for  an  evel  name.'  2i»5 
And  shortly  of  this  matere  for  to  make. 
This  Theseiis  of  her  hath  leve  y-take,  (25^) 
And  every  point  ^performed  was  in  dede 
As  ye  have  in  this  covenant  herd  me  rede. 
His  wcpen,  his  clew,  his  thing  that  I  have 
said,  314U 

Was  by  the  gayler  in  the  hous  y-laid 
Thor  as  this  Minotaur  hath  his  dwelling. 
Right  faste  by  the  dore,  at  his  entring. 
And  Theseus  is  lad  unto  his  deeth,     2144 
And  forth  un-to  this  Minotaur  he  geeth. 
And  by  the  toching  of  this  Adriane   (261) 
He  overcom  tliis  beste,  and  was  his  bane ; 
And  out  ho  comcth  by  the  clewe  again 
Ful  prcvoly,   whan  he  this  beste  hath 
slain ;  •  2149 

And  by  the  gayler  getcn  hath  a  barge, 
And  of  his  wyvos  tresor  gan  hit  charge. 
And  took  his  wyf,  and  eek  her  suster  free. 
And  cek  the  gayler,  and  with  hem  alle 

three 
Is  stole  awey  out  of  the  lond  by  nighte. 
And    to    the    contre    of   Ennopye    him 
dighto  2155 

Tlier  as  ho  had  a  frend  of  his  knowinge. 
Tlier  f(;sten  they,  ther  dauncen  they  and 
singe ;  (37a) 

And  in  his  armes  hath  this  Adriane, 
That  of  the  beste  hath  kept  him  from  his 
bane ;  2159 

And  gat  him  ther  a  newe  barge  anoon, 
And  of  his  contree-folk  a  ful  gret  woon. 
And  takoth  his  leve,  and  hoomward  sail- 

eth  he. 
And  in  an  yle,  amid  the  wilde  see, 
Ther  as  ther  dwelt^  creature  noon 
Save   wilde  bestes,  and   that   ful  many 
oon,  2165 

Ho  made  his  ship  a-londe  for  to  sette  ; 
And  in  that  yle  half  a  day  he  letto,    {2S3) 


And  seide,  that  on  the  lond  he  moste  him 

reste. 
His  mariners  han   doon  right    as  him 

leste; 
And,  for  to  tellen  shortly  in  this  cas,  3170 
Whan  Adriane  his  wyf  a-slepe  was, 
For  that  her  suster  fairer  was  than  she, 
He  taketh  her  in  his  hond,  and  forth 

goth  he 
To  shippo,  and  as  a  traitour  stal  his  way 
Whyl  that  this  Adriane  a-slepe  lay,     3175 
And    to    his    contree-ward    he    saileth 

hlyve —  (391) 

A   twenty    devil    way    the    wind    him 

dryve ! — 
And  fond  his  fader  drenched  in  the  sec. 

Me  list  no  more  to  speke  of  him,  parde ; 
Thise  false  lovers,  poison  be  hir  bane ! 
But  I  wol  tume  again  to  Adriane       3 181 
That  is  with  slope  for  werinesse  atake. 
Ful  sorwefully  her  herte  may  awake. 
Alias!    for    thee    my  herte    hath    now 

pite ! 
Right  in  the  dawening  awaketh  she,  2185 
And  gropeth  in  the  bedde,  and  fond  right 

noght.  (301) 

'Alias!*    quod    she,    *that  ever    I    was 

wroght ! 
I  am  betrayed  !*  and  her  hcer  to-rcnte, 
And  to  the  stronde    bar-fot    faste    she 

wente, 
And  cryed,  '  Theseus !  myn  herte  swete  ! 
Wher  be  ye,  that  I  may  nat  with  yow 

mete,  3191 

And   mighte   thus  with  bestes  been  y- 

slain?' 
The  holwe  rokkes  answerde  her  again  ; 
No  man  she  saw,  and  yit  shyned  the 

mono,  ^^94 

And  hye  upon  a  rokke  she  wente  sone. 
And  saw  his  barge  sailing  in  the  see.  (311) 
CJold  wex  her  herte,  and  right  thus  seide 

she. 
'  Moker  than  ye  finde  I  the  bestes  wilde !' 
Hadde  he  nat  sinne,  that  her  thus  be- 

gylde? 
She  cryed,  *  O  tume  again,  for  routhe  and 

sinne !  3200 

Thy  barge  hath  nat  al  his  meiny  inne  !  * 
Her  kcrchef  on  a  pole  up  stikked  she, 
Ascaunce  that  he  sholde  hit  wel  y-see, 
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And  him  rexnembre  that  she  was  behindOf 

And  tume  again,  and  on  the  stronde  hor 
finde ;  (320)  aatiS 

But  al  for  noght ;  his  wey  ho  is  y-goon. 

And  donn  she  fil  a-swown  npon  a  stoon ; 

And  up  she  rist,  and  kiste,  in  al  her  care, 

The  steppes  of  his  foot,  ther  he  hath  fare, 

And  to  her  bedde  right  thns  she  speketh 
tho :—  22  »o 

'  Thou  bed,*  qnod  she, '  that  hast  receyved 
two, 

Thou  Shalt  answere  of  two,  and  nat  of 
oon ! 

Wher  is  thy  gretter  part  away  y-goon  ? 

Alias !  wher  shal  I,  wrecched  wight,  be- 
come ! 

For,  thogh  so  bo  that  ship  or  boot  heer 
come,  2215 


Hoom    to    my  contree    dar    I  nat    for 
drede;  (33 ») 

I  can  my-solvon  in  this  nas  nat  rode  ! ' 
What  shal  I  telle  more  her  complein- 
ing? 
Hit  is  so  long,  hit  were  an  hevy  thing. 
In  her  epistle  Xoso  telleth  al ;  aaso 

Bnt  shortly  to  the  ende  I  telle  shaL 
The  goddes  have  her  holpen,  for  piteo ; 
And,  in  tho  signe  of  Taurus,  men  may 

AAA 

The  stones  of  her  coroun  shyne  clere. — 

I  wol  no  more  si>eke  of  this  mature ; 
But  thus  this  false  lover  can  begyle    2226 
His  trewe  love.     The  devil  f  him  quyte 
his  whyle !  (342) 

Explicit  Lrgenda  Adriane  dt  Athenu. 


VIL   THE  LEGEND  OF  PHILOMELA. 


Incipit  Legenda  Philomene. 

Deua  dator  formarum. 

Tiiou    yiver  of  tho    formes,    that    hast 

wroght 
The  faire  world,   and   bare  hit  in  thy 

thoght 
Eternally,  or  thou  thy  work  began,     3250 
Why  madest  thou,  unto  tho  slaundre  of 

man, 
Or — al  be  that  hit  was  not  thy  doing, 
As    for    that    fyn    to   make    swiche    a 

thing — 
Why  suffrest  thou  that  Tereus  was  bore, 
That  is  in  love  so  fals  and  so  forswore, 
That,   fro    this  world   up  to  the  firste 
hevenc,  2236 

C-orrumpeth,  whan  that  folk  his  name 
nevene?  (10) 

And,  as  to  me,  so  grisly  was  his  dede, 
That,  whan  that  I  his  foule  story  rede, 
M yn  oyen  wexen  fotde  and  sore  also  ;  2240 
Yit  last  the  venim  of  so  longe  ago. 
That  hit  onfectoth  him  that  wol  beholde 
The  story  of  Tereus,  of  which  I  tolde. 

Of  Trace  was  he  lord,  and  kin  to  Marte, 

Tho  cruel  god  that    stant    with    blody 

darte ;  2245 


And  wedded  had  he,  with  a  blisful  chore. 
King  Pftndiones  faire  doghter  dere,     (20) 
That  highte  Progno,  flour  of  her  contree, 
Thogh  Juno  liBt  nat  at  the  feste  bo, 
Ne  Ymoneus,  that  god  of  wedding  is ; 
But  at  the  feste  redy  boon,  y-wis,        2251 
The  furies  three,  with  alle  hir  mortol 

brond. 
The  owlo  al  night  aboute  the  balkos  wond. 
That  prophet  is  of  wo  and  of  mischaunce. 
This  revel,  fViI  of  songe  and  ful  of  daunce, 
Lasteth  a  fourtenight,  or  litel  lasse.    2256 
But,  shortly  of  this  story  for  to  passe,  (30) 
For  I  am  wery  of  him  for  to  telle, 
Five  yeer  his  wyf  and  he  togeder  dwcUc, 
Til  on  a  day  she  gan  so  sore  longe       2260 
To  seen  her  suster,  that  she  saw  nat  longe, 
That  for  desyr  sho  niste  what  to  seyo. 
But  to  hor  husband  gan  she  for  to  prej'o. 
For  goddes  love,   that  sho  moste    ones 

goon  2264 

Her  sustcr  for  to  scon,  and  come  anoon. 
Or  ollcs,  but  sho  mostc  to  hor  wende. 
She  preyde  him,  that  ho  wolde  after  her 

sonde ;  (40) 

And  this  was,  day  by  day,  al  her  prayere 
With  al  humblesso  of  w>'f  hood,  word,  and 

chere.  2269 
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This  Terens  let  make  his  shippes  yare, 
And  into  Grece  him-self  is  forth  y-fare 
Unto  his  fader  in   lawe,   and  gan  him 

preye 
To  voache-sanf   that,   for  a  month    or 

tweye, 
That  Philomene,  his  wyves  snster,  mighte 
On    Progne   his  W3rf  bnt  ones    have    a 

sighte —  2275 

*And  she  shal  come  to  yow  again  anoon. 
Myself  with  her  wol  bothe    oome  and 

goon,  (50) 

And  as  mjm  hertes  lyf  I  vol  her  kepe.' 
This  olde    Pandion,    this    king,    gan 

wepe 
For  tendemesse  of  herte,  for  to  leve   2280 
His  doghter  goon,  and  for  to  yive  her 

leve; 
Of  al  this  world  he  lovede  no-thing  so ; 
But  at  the  laste  love  hath  she  to  go. 
For  Philomene,  with  salte  teres  eke, 
Gan  of  her  fader  grace  to  beseke         2285 
To  seen  her  snster,  that  her  longeth  so  ; 
And  him  embraceth  with  her  armes  two. 
And  therwith-al  so  yong  and  fair  was  she 
That,  whan  that  Terfius  saw  her  beautee. 
And  of  array  that  ther  was  noon  her 

liche,  (63)  2290 

And  yit  of  boontee  was  she  two  so  riche, 
He  caste  his  fyry  herte  npon  her  so 
That  he  wol  have  her,  how  so  that  hit  go. 
And  with  his  wyles  kneled  and  so  preyde. 
Til  at  the  laste  Pandion  thus  seyde : — 
*Now,  sone,'  quod  he,  '  that  art  to  me 

so  dere,  2296 

I  thee  betake  my  yong^  doght«r  here,  (70) 
That  bereth  the  key  of  al  my  hertes  lyf. 
And  grete  wel  my  doghter  and  thy  wyf. 
And  yive  her  leve  somtyme  for  to  pleye. 
That  she  may  seen  me  ones  er  I  deye.' 
And  soothly,   ho  hath   mad   him  riohe 

feste,  2302 

And  to  his  folk,  the  moste  and  eek  the 

leste. 
That  with  him  com ;  and  yaf  him  yiftes 

gret«, 
And  him  conveyeth  through  the  maister- 

strete  2305 

Of  Athenes,  and  to  the  see  him  broghte, 
And  tnmeth  hoom;    no  malice  he   ne 
thoghte.  (80) 


The  ores  pulleth  forth  the  vessel  fas^e. 
And  into  Trace  arriveth  at  the  laste, 
And  up  into  a  forest  he  her  ledde,      23 1 o 
And  to  a  cave  privily  hinx  spedde  ; 
And,  in  this  derke  cave,  yif  her  leste, 
Or  leste  noght,  he  bad  her  for  to  resto  ; 
Of  whiche  her  herte  agroos,  and  seyde 

thus, 
*  Wher  is  my  suster,  brother  Tereus?'  2315 
And  therwith-al  she  wepte  tenderly. 
And  quook  for  fere,  pale  and  pitously, 
Bight  as  the  lamb  that  of  the  wolf  is 

biten  ; 
Or  as  the  oolver,   that  of   the    egle  is 

smiten. 
And  is  out  of  his  clawes  forth  escaped,  2320 
Yet  hit  is  afered  and  awhaped 
Lest  hit  be  hent  efb-sones,  so  sat  she. 
But  utterly  hit  may  non  other  be. 
By  force  hath  he,  this  traitour,  doon  that 

dede. 
That  he  hath  refb  her  of  her  mayden- 

hede,  2325 

Maugree  her  heed,  by  strengtho  and  by 

his  might.  (99) 

Lo !  hero  a  dede  of  men,  and  that  a  right ! 
She     cryeth    *  suster!'    with     ful     loud 

stevene. 
And  *  fader  dere  ! '  and  *  help  me,  god  in 

hevene ! '  2329 

Al  helpeth  nat ;  and  yet  this  false  theef 
Hath  doon  this  lady  yet  a  more  mischeef. 
For  fere  lost  she  sholde  his  shame  crye, 
And  doon  him  openly  a  vilanye. 
And  with  his  sword  her  tong  of  kerveth 

he. 
And  in  a  castel  made  her  for  to  bo      2335 
Ful  privily  in  prison  evermore, 
And  kepte  her    to  his  usage    and   his 

store,  (no) 

So  that  she  mighte  him  nevermore  asterte. 
O  sely  Philomene  !  wo  is  thyn  herte ; 
G^  wreke  thee,   and    sonde    thee  thy 

bone !  2340 

Now  is  hit  tyme  I  make  an  ende  sone. 

This  Tereus  is  to  his  wyf  y-come, 
And  in  his  armes  hath  his  wyf  y-nome, 
And   pitously  ho  weep,  and  shook  his 

heed, 
And  swor  her  that  he  fond  her  suster 

deed ;  2345 
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For  which  this  sely  Progne  hath  swich 

wo,  (119)  2346 

That  ny  her  sorweful  herte  brak  a-two ; 
And  thus  in  teres  leto  I  Frog^ae  dwelle, 
And  of  her  soster  forth  I  wol  yow  telle. 
This  wofnl  lady  lemed  had  in  yonthe 
So  that  she  werken  and  enbroadon  oontho, 
And  woven  in  her  stole  the  radevore 
As  hit  of  women  hath  be  wonod  yore. 
And,  shortly  for  to  seyn,  she  hath  her 

fille 
Of  mete  and  drink,  and  clothing  at  her 

willc,  2355 

And  coude    eek    redo,  and  wel  y-nogh 

end3rte, 
Bat  with  a  pcnno  conde  she  nat  wryto ; 
But  lettres  can  she  woven  to  and  fro,  (131) 
So  that,  by  that  the  yeer  was  al  a-go. 
She  had  y-woven  in  a  stamin  large     2360 
How  she  was  broght  from  Athenes  in  a 

barge. 
And  in  a  cave  how  that  she  was  broght ; 
And  al  the  tliingthat  Tcreos  hath  wroght. 
She  waf  hit  wel,  and  wroot  the  story 

above, 
How  she  yma  served  for  her  snstor  love  ; 
And  to  a  knave  a  ring  she  yaf  anoon,   2366 
And  prayed  him,  by  signes,  fortogoon  (140) 
Unto  the  quene,  and  l)eren  her  thatdooth, 
And  by  signes  swor  him.  many  an  00th, 
She  sholde  him  yevo   wliat    she    geten 

mighte.  2370 

This  knave  anoon  unt«>  the  qaono  him 

dighte, 


And  took  hit  her,  and  nl  the  maner  toldo. 
And,  whan  that  Progne  hath  this  thing 

beholde. 
No  word  she  Bi>ak,  for  sorwo  and  eek  for 

rage; 
But  fejnied  her  to  goon  on  pilgrimage  2^j«i 
To    Bachus    temple;    and,    in    a    litel 

stoande, 
Her  doml)o  sastcr  sitting  hath  she  fonndo, 
Weping  in  the  castol  her  ahxin.  (151; 

Alias!  the  wo,  the  comploint,  and  the 

moon 
That    Progne   upon    her    dombo    sast«r 

maketh  I  2380 

In  armcs  everich  of  hem  other  taketh. 
And  thus  I  letc  horn  in  hir  sorwe  dwelle. 
The  romennnt    is    no  charge    for  to 

telle. 
For  this  is  al  and  som,  thus  was  slio 

served, 
That  never  harm  a-gilto  no  deserved  23K5 
Unto  this  cmel  man,  that  she  of  wisto. 
Ye  may  be  war  of  men,  yif  that  yow 

listo.  (160) 

For,  al  be  that  ho  wol  nat,  for  his  shame, 
Doon  so  as  Tereus,  to  lese  his  name. 
No  serve  yow  as  a  mordrour  or  a  knave, 
Ful  litel  whylo  shul  ye  trowe  him  have, 
That  wol  I  seyn»  al   were  ho  now  my 

brother,  2392 

But  hit  so  Ix)  that   he  may  have  nou 

other.  (166; 

Explicit  Lfi^fiiult  PhUomcw, 


VIII.   THE  LEGEND  OF  PHYLLIS. 


Incipit  Legenda  PhUUi, 
Bt  preve  as  wel  as  by  auctoritee, 
That  wikkod  fruit  cometh  of  a  wikked 

tree,  2395 

That  may  ye  Ande,  if   that  it    lyketh 

yow. 
But  for  this  ende  I  speke  this  as  now, 
To  telle  you  of  false  Demophon. 
In  love  a  falser  herde  I  never  non, 
But-if  hit  were  his  fader  Theseus.       2400 


*Gk)d,  for  his  grace,  fro  swich  oon  kepo 


us 


I » 


Thus  may  thiso  women  prayon  that  hit 
here.  (9) 

Now  to  th'effect  tume  I  of  my  matere. 
Destroyed  is  of  Troye  the  citee ;       24114 

This  Demophon  com  sailing  in  the  see 

Toward  Athenes,  to  his  paleys  largo  ; 

With  him  com  many  a  ship  and  many  a 
barge 
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Fal  of  his  folk,  of  which  fol  many  oon 
Is  wounded  sore,  and  seek,  and  wo  be- 

goon.  2409 

And  they  han  at  the  sege  longe  y-lain. 
Bcliinde  him  com  a  wind  and  eek  a  rain 
That  shoof  so  sore,  his  sail  ne  mighte 

stonde,  (19) 

Him  were  lever  than  al  the  world  a-londe, 
So  hnnteth  him  the  tempest  to  and  fVo. 
So  derk  hit  was,  hecoiide  nowhcr  go  ;  2415 
And  with  a  wawe  broston  was  his  sterc. 
His  ship  was    rent    so    lowe,   in  swich 

manere, 
That  carpenter  ne  condo  hit  nat  amende. 
The  see,  by  nighte,  as  any  torche  brende 
For  wood,  and  possoth  him  now  np  now 

doun,  3420 

Til  Xeptone  hath  of  him  compassionn, 
And    Thetis,  Choms,   Triton,    and  they 

alle, 
And  maden  him  upon  a  lond  to  fallo,  (30) 
\Vher-of  tliat  Phillis  hidy  was  and  queue, 
Ligurgus  doghter,  fairer  on  to  sene  2425 
Than  is  the  flour  again  the  brighte  Sonne. 
Unnethe  is  Demophon  to  londo  y-wonno, 
Wayk  and  eek  wery,  and  his  folk  for- 

pynod 
Of  werinosso,  and  also  onfjiim3Tiod  ;     2429 
And  to  the  doeth  ho  jvlmr^st  wasy-driven. 
His  wj'se  folk  to  conseil  han  him  yiven 
To  sokcn  help  and  socour  of  the  queen. 
And  lokon  what  his  grace  mighte  been,  (40) 
And  makon  in  that  lond  som  chevisaunco, 
To  kopon  him  fro  wo  and  fro  mischaunce. 
For  seek  was  he,  and  almost  at  the  deeth ; 
Unnethe  mighte  he  speko  or  drawo  his 

breeth,  2437 

And  lyth  in  Rodopoya  him  for  to  reste. 
Whan  lie  may  walke,  him.  tlioughte  hit 

was  the  beste 
Unto  the  court  to  solcen  for  socour.     2440 
Men  knewe   him  wol,   and  didcn    him 

honour ; 
For  at  Athenes  duk  and  lord  was  he, 
As  Theseus  his  fivdcr  hadUo  y-be,  (50) 

That  in  his  tyme  was  of  greet  renoun. 
No  man  so  greet  in  al  his  regioun  j     2445 
And  lyk  his  fader  of  face  and  of  stature, 
And  fals  of  love ;  hit  com  him  of  nature  ; 
As  doth  the  fox  Kcnard,  the  foxes  sono. 
Of  liinde  he  coude  his  oldo  faders  wone 


Withoute  lore,  as  can  a  drake  swimme. 
Whan  hit  is  caught  and  caricd  to  the 

brixnme.  2451 

This  honourable  Phillis  doth  him  chere, 
Her  lyketh  wel  his  port  and  his  manere. 
But  for  I  am  agroted  hecr-bifom  (61) 

To  wryte  of  hem  that  been  in  love  for- 
sworn, 2455 
And  eek  to  haste  me  in  my  legende, 
Wliich  to  performe  god  me  grace  sende, 
Therfor  I  passe  shortly  in  this  wyse  ; 
Ye  han  wel  herd  of  Theseus  devyse 
In  the  bctraising  of  fair  Adriane,       2460 
That  of  her  pito    kcpte  him  iVom  his 

bane. 
At  shorte  wordes,  right  so  Demophon 
The  same  wey,  the  same  path  hath  gon  (70) 
That  dide  his  false  fader  Theseus. 
For  unto  Phillis  hath  he  sworen  thus,  2465 
To    wedden    her,   and    her  his  trouthe 

plighte. 
And  piked  of  her  al  the  good  he  mighte, 
Whan  ho  was  hool  and  sound  and  hadde 

his  reste ; 
And  doth  with  Phillis  what  so  that  him 

leste. 
And  wel  coude  I,  yif  that  me  leste  so,  2470 
Tellen  al  his  doing  to  and  fro. 

He  seide,  unto  his  contree  moste  he 

saile. 
For  ther  ho  woldo  her  wedding  apparaile 
As  fil  to  her  honour  and  his  also.  (81) 

And  openly  he  took  his  leve  tho,         2475 
And  hath  her  sworn,  he  wolde  nat  sojome, 
But  in  a  month  he  wolde  again  retome. 
And  in  that  lond  let  make  his  ordinaunce 
As  verray  lord,  and  took  the  obeisaunoe 
Wel  and    hoomly,  and  let  his   shippes 

dightc,  2480 

And  hoom  he  goth  the  nexte   wey  he 

mighte  ; 
For  unto  Phillis  yit  ne  com  he  noght. 
And  that  hath  she  so  harde  and  sore 

aboght,  (90) 

Alias !  that,  as  the  stories  us  recordo. 
She  was  her  owne  docth  right  with  a 

corde,  2485 

'VMian  that  she  saw  that  Demophon  her 

trayed. 
But  to  him  f:rst  she  wroot  and  fosto 

him  prayed 
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Ho  -wolde  come,  and  her  deliver  of  peyne, 
As  I  reherae  shal  a  word  or  twe3me. 
Me  list  nat  voache-saof  on  him  to  swinko, 
Xe  spende  on  him  a  ponno  fol  of  inko,  2491 
For  fals  in  love  was  he,  right  as  his  syre ; 
The  devil  sette  hir  soules  bothe  A-fyro ! 
But  of  the  lettre  of  Phillis  wol  I  wryto 
A  word  or  twoyne,  ol-thogh  hit  bo  but 

lyte.  (loj)  3495 

'  Thynhostesse,'  qaod  she,*  ODemophon, 
Thy  Phillis,  which  that  is  so  wo  be(|;on. 
Of  Bodopoye,  upon  yow  moot  complejme. 
Over  the  terme  set  betwix  us  tweyne, 
That  ye  ne  holden  forward,  as  ye  seyde ; 
Your  anker,   which    ye   in    our    haven 

leyde,  a50> 

Highte  us,  that  ye  wolde  comen,  out  of 

doute. 
Or  that  the  mone  ones  wente  abouto.  (no) 
But  tymes  foure  the  mone  hath  hid  her 

face 
Sin  thilke  day  ye  wente  fro  this  place,  agc^ 
And  foure  tymes  light  the  world  again. 
But  for  al  that,  yif  I  shal  soothly  sain. 
Tit  hath  the  streem  of  Sitho  nat  j'-broght 
From  Athenes  the  ship;   yit  comth  hit 

noght. 
And,  yif  that  ye  the  terme  rekne  wolde. 
As  I  or  other  trewe  lovers  sholde,        25 11 
I  pleyne  not,  god  wot,  befom  my  day.' — 
But  al  her  lettre  wT3rten  I  ne  may  (120) 
By  ordre,  for  hit  were  to  me  a  charge  ; 
Her  lettre  was  right  long  and  ther-to 

large ;  2515 

But  here  and  there  in  ryme  I  have  hit 

laid, 
Ther  as  mo  thoughto  that  she  wel  hath 

said. — 
She  seido,  '  thy  sailos  comen  nat  again, 
Ne  to  thy  word  ther  nis  no  fey  certein  ; 
But  I  wot  why  ye  come  nat^*  quod  she  ; 
*  For  I  was  of  my  love  to  you  so  free.       252 1 
And  of  tho  goddes  that  ye  han  forswore, 
Yif  that  hir  vengeance  fallo  on  yow  ther- 

fore,  (130) 

Ye  be  nat  sufflsaunt  to  hero  the  i>eyne. 
To  mocho  trusted  I,  wel  may  I  ploy  ne,  2525 


Upon  your  linage  and  your  faire  tonge, 
And  on  your  teres  falsly  out  y-wrongo. 
How  ooude  ye  wc][>o  so  by  craft?'  quod 

she ; 
'  May  ther  swicho  tores  feyned  bo  ? 
Now  oertes,  yif  ye  wolde  have  in  memorio. 
Hit  oghte  bo  to  yow  but  litel  glorie     2531 
To  have  a  sely  mayde  thus  betrayed ! 
To  god,'  quod  she,  *  preye  I,  and  ofte  have 

prayed,  (140) 

That  hit  be  now  tho  grettest  prys  of  alio. 
And  moste  honour  that  ever  yow  shal 

befaUe !  2535 

And  whan  thyn  oldo  auncestres  peynted 

be, 
In  which  men  may  hir  worthinesse  see, 
Than,  preye  I  god,  thou  pojoited  be  also, 
That  folk  may  reden,  for-by  as  they  go, 
**  Lo !  this  is  he,  that  with  his  flateiye  2540 
Betrayed  hath  and  doon  her  vilanye 
That  was  his  trowe  love  in  thoghte  and 

dcde!" 
But  sothly,  of  00  point  yit  may  they  rede. 
That  ye  ben  lyk  your  fader  as  in  this ;  ( 151 ) 
For  he  bcgyled  Adriane,  y-wis,  2545 

With  swicho  an  art  and  swiche  sotolte 
As  thou  thy-solven  hast  begyled  mo. 
As  in  that  point,  al-thogh  hit  be  nat  fayr. 
Thou  fol  west  him,  oertein,  and  art  his  eyr. 
But  sin  thus  sinfull.v  ye  me  begyle,     2550 
My  body  mote  ye  seen,  within  a  whyle. 
Right  in  the  haven  of  Athenes  flctinge, 
With-outen  sepulture  and  buryinge ;  (160) 
Thogh  ye  ben  harder  then  is  any  stoon.' 
And,  whan  this  lottre  was  forth  sent 

anoon,  2.^S5 

And  knew  how  brotcl  and  how  fals  he 

was, 
She  for  dispcyr  for-dido  herself,  alias  ! 
Swich  Borwe  hath  she,  for  she  besette  her 

so. 
Be  war,  ye  women,  of  3rour  sotil  fo,     2559 
Sin  yit  this  day  men  may  ensample  see  ; 
And  trusteth,  as  in  love,  no  man  but 

me.  (168) 

ExpUcU  Lcgenda  PhiOU, 
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IX.   THE  LEGEND  OF  HYPERMNESTRA. 


Incipit  Legenda  VpermUtre, 

Is  Grece  why  lorn  weren  brethren  two, 
Of  whiche  that  o<>n  was  called  Danao, 
That  many  a  sono  hath  of  his  body  woiino. 
As  swiche  false  lovers  ofte  conne.        2565 
Among  his  sones  alle  thor  was  oon 
That  aldermost  he  lovedo  of  everichoon. 
And  whan  this  child  was  bom,  this  Danao 
Shoop  him    a    name,   and    called    him 

Lino. 
Tlint  other  brother  called  was  Egiste,  3570 
That  was  of  love  as  fals   as  ever  him 

liflte,  (10) 

And  many  a  doghter  (^t  he  in  his  l^'ve ; 
Of  wliich  he  gat  npon  his  righte  wyve 
A  dr>ghtor  dere,  and  dide  her  for  to  calle 
Ypermistra,  yongcst  of  hem  alle  ;        2575 
The  whiche  child,  of  her  nativitee, 
To  alle  go<1o  tlicwes  bom  was  she, 
As  lyked  to  the  goddcs,  or  she  was  bom, 
That  of  tlio  shofe    she  sholdo    bo    the 

corn  ;  (18) 

Tlio  Wirdos,  that  wo  clopen  Destinee,  2580 
}iath  shapen  hor  that  she  mot  nedes  be 
Fitou/K),  sadde,  wyse,  and  trnwo  as  steel; 
And  to  this  woman  hit  ii,ccordcth  wecL 
For,  thongh   that  Venus  yaf  her  greet 

bcautce, 
With  Jupiter  compount'd  so  was  she  2585 
That  conscience,  trouthe,   and  dreed  of 

shame, 
And  of  her  wyfliood  for  to  kepo  hor  name, 
This,  thoughte  hor,  was  foliciteo  as  here. 
And  roilo  Mars  was,  that   tyme  of  the 

yero, 
So  feble,  that  his  malice  is  him  ratt,    2590 
depressed  hath  Venus  liis  cnit!!  craft;  (30) 
fWhat  with  Venus  and  othor  oppressioun 
Of  houses.  Mars  his  venim  is  ndoun. 
That  Ypormistra  dar  nat  handle  a  knyf 
In  malice,  thogh  she  sholdo  leso  her  lyf. 
J  Jut  nutheles,  as  hevon  gan  tlio  turne,  2596 
To  badde  aspoctes  hath  she  of  Sattime, 

0 


That  made  her  for  to  doyen  in  prisonn. 
As  I  shal  after  make  mencioun. 

To  Danao  and  Egistes  also—  2600 

Al-thogh  so  bo  that  they  wero  brethren 

two,  (40) 

For  thilko  tyme  nos  spared  no  linage — 
Hit  lyked  hem  to  maken  mariago 
Betwix  Ypormistra  and  him  Lino, 
And  castcn  swiche  a  day  hit  shal  be  so;  2605 
And  ful  acorded  was  hit  wittorly; 
Tho  array  is  wroght,  the  t^'mo  is  faste  by. 
And  thus  Lino  hath  of  his  fadros  brother 
Tho  doghter  wedded,  and  echo  of  hem, 

hath  other. 
Tho  torches  brennen  and  tho  lampes 

brighte,  2610 

Tho  sacrifices  been  ful  redy  dighto ;     (50) 
Th*encens  out  of  the  fyre  rekoth  soto. 
The  flour,  the  lecf  is  rent  up   by  the 

rote 
To  maken  garlands  and  corounes  hye  ; 
Ful  is  tho  phice  of  soun  of  minstralcye, 
Of  scmges  amorous  of  mariago,  2616 

As  tliilke  tyme  was  the  plcyn  usage. 
And  this  was  in  the  paloys  of  £giste. 
That  in  his  hous  was  lord,  right  as  him 

listo ; 
And   thus  tho  day  they  dryven  to  an 

ondo ;  2620 

The  frendos  taken  leve,  and  hoom  they 

wende.  (60) 

Tho  night  is  come,  the  bryd  shal  go  to 

bedde ; 
Egiste  to  his  chambro  faste  him  spe<lde, 
And  privily  he  lot  his  doghter  calle. 
Whan  that  the  Iious  was  voided  of  hem 

alle,  2625 

Ho   lokod    on    his    doghter  with    glad 

chore. 
And  to  her  spak,  as  3*0  shul  after  here. 
*My  righto   doghtA>r,    tresor    of  nryn 

herte  ! 
Sin  first  that  day  that  shapen  was  my 

sherto, 
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Or  by  the  fatal  snstren  had  my  dom,  2630 
So  ny  myn  herte  never  things  me  com  (70) 
As    thou,     myn     Ypcrmistra,     doghtor 

dere ! 
Tak  heed  what   I    thy  fader   sey  thee 

here, 
And  work  after  thy  wj-ser  ever-mo. 
For  alder fir8td,dnghter,  I  love  thee  so  2635 
Tliat  al  the  world  to  me  nis  half  bo  leef ; 
Xe  I  nolde  rede  thee  to  thy  mischeef 
For  al  the  g^e  under  the  coldo  mone  ; 
And  what  I  mene,  hit  shal  be  sold  right 

Bone, 
With  protestacioun,  as  in  this  wyse,  1640 
That,  but  thou  do  as  I  shal  thee  devyse, 
Thou  shalt  be  deed,  by  him  that  al  hath 

wroght !  (81) 

At  shorto  wordes,  thou  n'escapest  noght 
Out  of  my  x>aley8,  or  that  thou  be  deed, 
But  thou  consente  and  werke  after  my 

reed ;  2645 

Tak  this  to  thoe  for  ful  conclusioun.* 

This  Ypermistra  caste  her  oyen  doun. 
And   quook  as  dooth    the  loef  of  aspe 

grene; 
Deed  wex  her  howe,  and  lyk  as  ash  to 

Bene,  3649 

And  soyde, '  lord  and  fader,  al  your  wille, 
After  my  might,  god  wot,  I  shal  fulfille, 
80  hit  to  mo  bo  no  confusioun.'  (91) 

'  I  nil,'  quod  he, '  have  noon  ezcepoioun  * ; 
And  out  he  caughto  a  knyf,  as  rasour  kene ; 
*Hyd  this,*  quod  he,  *that  hit  be  nat  y- 

sene ;  2655 

And,  whan  thyn  husbond  is  to  bedde  y-go, 
Whyl  that  ho  slopeth,  cut  histhrote  a-two. 
For  in  my  dremes  hit  is  warned  me 
How  that  my  nevew  shal  my  bane  be, 
But  whiche   I  noot,  wherfor  I  wol  be 

Biker.  2660 

Yif  thou  sey  nay,  wo  two  shul  have  a 

biker  (100) 

As  I  have  seyd,  by  him    that  I  have 

sworn.' 
This  Ypermistra  hath  ny  her  wit  forlon ; 
And,  for  to  passen  harmles  of  that  place, 
She  grauntod  him ;  ther  was  non  other 

grace.  2665 

And  therwith-al  a  costrol  taketh  he, 
And  seydo,  '  herof  a  draught,  or  two  or 

three; 


Yif  him  to   drinko,    whan  he  goth    to 

reste, 
And  he  Bhal  slepe  as  longe  as  ever  thee 

lest«, 
The  narootiks  and  opies  been  bo  stronge  : 
And  go  thy  wey,  lest  that  him  thinko 

longe.'  (110)  2671 

Out  comth  the  brj'd,  and  with  ful  sober 

chore. 
As  is  of  maidens  ofbe  the  manere. 
To  chambre  is  broght  with  revel  and  with 

songe. 
And  shortly,  lest  this  tale  be  to  longe,  2675 
This  Lino  and  she  ben  sone  broght  to 

bedde; 
And  every  wight  out  at  the  doro   him 

spedde. 
The  night  is  wasted,  and  he  fel  a-slepo  ; 
Ful  tenderly  bcginneth  she  to  woi>e. 
She    rist    her   up,    and    dredfuUy    Bho 

qnaketh,  2680 

As    doth    the    braunche    that  Zephirus 

shakoth,  (120) 

And  husht  wore  alle  in  Argon  that  citee. 
As  cold  as  any  frost  now  wexeth  she  ; 
For  pito  by  the  horto  her  streynoth  so. 
And  dreed  of  deeth  doth  her  bo  moche  wo. 
That  thryes  doun  sho   fil  in    swiche  a 

were.  2686 

She  rist  her  up,  and  stakoroth  hecr  and 

there, 
And  on  her  handes  faste  loketh  she. 
^Allas !  and  shul  my  handes  blody  bo  ? 
I  am  a  maid,  and,  as  by  my  nature,    2690 
And  by  my  somblant  and  by  my  vesture, 
Myn  handes  boon  nat  sliapen  for  a  knyf. 
As  for  to  rove  no  man  fro  his  lyf.         (132) 
What  devil  have  I  with  the  knj'f  to  do  ? 
And  Bhal  I  have  my  throte  corvo  a-two  ? 
Then   Rhul  I  blede,   alias!    and  mo   bo- 

shende ;  2696 

And  no<lo9  cost  this  thing  mot  have  an 

ende; 
Or  ho  or  I  mot  nedes  lose  our  lyf. 
Now  certos,'  quod  Bho,  '  sin  I  am  his  wyf, 
And  hath  my  feith,  yit  is  it  bet  for  me 
For  to  be  deed  in  wyfly  honesteo  (140)  2701 
Than  be  a  traitour  living  in  my  shame. 
Be  as  bo  may,  for  omest  or  for  game, 
He  Bhal  awake,  and  ryso  and  go  his  way 
Out  at  this  goter,  or  that  hit  bo  day ! ' — 
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And  weep  fal  tenderly  upon  his  £EU)e,   2706 
And  in  her  armes  gan  him  to  embrace, 
And  him  she  roggeth  and  awaketh  sodfle  ; 
And  at    the  window  leep    he    fro  the 

lofto 
Whan  she  hath  warned  him,  and  doon 

him  bote.  2710 

This  Lino  swifte  was,  and  light  of  fote, 

And  from  his  wyf  he  ran  a  fill  good  pas. 

This  sely  woman  is  so  wayk,  alias !    (152) 

And  helples  so,   that,  or   that  she  fer 

wente. 
Her  cmel  fader  dide  her  for  to  hente.  2715 


Alias !  Lino !  why  art  thon  so  unkinde? 
Why  ne  haddest  thon  romembred  in  thy 

minde 
To  taken  her,  and  lad  her  forth  with 

thee? 
For,  whan  she  saw  that  goon  awey  was  he. 
And  that  she  mighte  nat  so  fute  go,    aj2o 
Ne  folwen  him,  she  sette  her  doon  right 

tho,  (160) 

TH  she  was  canght  and  fetered  in  prisonn. 

This  tale  is  seid  for  thisoonolosionn.  .  . 

{Un/lnUhetL) 
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A  TREATISE   ON   THE 
ASTROLABE. 


■   ♦• 


PROLOGUS. 


LiTEL  Lowis  my  sono,  I  liavo  perceived 
"wol  by  certe3mo  ovidouoes  tbyn  abilite  to 
lomo  scioucez  toucbinf^  noumbres  and 
proporciouns  ;  and  as  wol  considore  I  thy 

5  bisy  preyore  iu  Rpocial  to  lome  the  Tretis 
of  tbo  Astrobibio.  Than,  for  as  mochel 
OS  a  philosofre  soith,  '  ho  wruppeth  him  in 
his  frend,  that  condoscoudoth  to  the 
rightful  proyors  of  his  frend/  ther-for 

lu  have  I  geven  thee  a  suftisannt  Astrolabio 
as  for  oare  orizontc,  com^iowned  after  the 
latitude  of  Oxenfonl;  up-on  -which,  by 
mediacion  of  this  litol  tretis,  I  purpose  to 
teche  thee  a  oertein  nonibrc  of  couclu- 

15  sions  ai>ertening  to  the  same  instrument. 
I  seye  a  ccrtein  of  conclnsiouns,  for  three 
causes.  The  f  nrste  cause  is  this :  trustc  wol 
that  alio  the  condusiouns  that  ban  ben 
fouiide,    or   ellcs    possibly    mif^hton    be 

M^i  founde  in  so  noble  an  instrument  us  an 
Astrolabio,  ben  un-knowe  ix)rfltly  to  any 
mortal  man  in  this  rogionn,  as  I  suppose. 
A-uother  cause  is  this ;  that  sothly,  in  any 
tretis  of  the  Astrolabio  that  I  liave  seyn, 

2S  there  ben  some  conclusions  that  wole  nat 
in  alle  thingos  performen  hir  bihostes ; 
and  some  of  hem  )x>n  to  harde  to  thy 
tendre  age  often  yeer  to  consoyv'o.  This 
tretis,  divided  in  f^TC  parties,  wole  I  shcwe 

30  thoo  under  ful  lighte  rewles  and  naked 
wordes  iu  English ;  for  Latin  ne  canstow 


jit  but  smal,  m^'  lyte  sonc.  But  natheles, 
snffyse  to  thee  thise  trewe  condusiouns  in 
English,  as  wel  as  suifyseth  to  thise  noble 
clerkes  Grekes  thise  same  condusiouns  in  35 
Q-reek,  and  to  Arabiens  in  Arabik,  and  to 
Jewes  in  Ebrow,  and  to  the  Latin  folk  in 
Latin  ;  whiche  Latin  folk  ban  hem  Airst 
out  of  othre  diverse  langages,  and  writen 
in  hir  owne  tonge,  that  is  to  scin,  in  40 
Latin.  And  god  wnt,  that  in  alle  tliLso 
langages,  and  in  mimy  mo,  ban  thise 
condusiouns  ben  suffisautly  lemed  and 
taught,  and  yit  by  diverse  rewles,  right  as 
diverse  pathos  leden  diverse  folk  the  45 
righte  wey  to  Rome.  Now  wol  I  prey 
meekly  every  discreet  persone  that  rodoth 
or  hereth  this  litd  tretis,  to  have  my 
rewde  endyting  for  excused,  and  my 
superfiuite  of  wordos,  for  two  causes.  The  50 
firste  cause  is,  for  that  curious  endyting 
and  hard  sentence  is  ful  bevy  atones  for 
Bwich  a  child  to  lemo.  And  the  sccondo 
cause  is  this,  that  sothly  me  semeth  betre 
to  wryten  un-to  a  child  twyos  a  go«>d  55 
sentence,  than  he  forgete  it  ones.  And 
liowis,  yif  so  Iks  that  I  shewe  thee  in  my 
lighte  English  as  trewe  condusiouns 
touching  this  matere,  and  naught  only  as 
trewe  but  as  many  and  as  subtil  con-  fN> 
clusiouns  as  ben  shewed  in  Latin  in  any 
commune  tretis  of  the  Astrolabie,  con  me 
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the  more  thank ;  and  preye  god  save  the 
king,  that  is  lord  of  this  langagc,  and  alio 

6*;  that  him  feyth  h^rotli  and  obe>-eth,  over- 
ech  in  his  degree,  the  more  and  the  lasse. 
But  considere  wel,  that  I  no  usurpo  nat  to 
have  foondc  this  werk  of  my  labonr  or  of 
xnyn  engyn.     I   nam   but  a  lewd  com- 

7r>  pilatour  of  the  labour  of  old©  Astro- 
logiens,  and  have  hit  translated  in  myn 
English  only  for  thy  doctrino  ;  and  with 
this  swerd  shal  I  sloen  cn\70. 

I.  Tho  firsto  partio  of  this  trctis  shal 
75  reherse  the  figures  and  the  membrea  of 

thyn  Astrolabie,  l)i-cause  that  thon  shalt 
han  tho  grottre  knowing  of  thyn  owne 
instmmont. 

II.  The  second  partio  shal  teche  thee 
}?C)  work«n  tho  vorrey  practik  of  the  foxseide 

conclusiouns,  as  ferfoith  and  as  narwo 
as  may  bo  shewed  in  so  smol  an  instm- 
mcnt  portatif  aboute.  For  wel  wot  every 
astrologien  that  smalost  i'raccions  no  wol 
85  nat  ben  shewed  in  so  smalan  instrument, 
as  in  subtil  tables  cnleuled  lor  a  cause. 

III.  Tho  thriddc  i^nrtic  shal  contionen 
diverse  tables  of  longitudes  and  latitudes 
of  sterrcs  fixo  for  tlio  Astrolabio,  and 

t^  tables  of  dcclinacions  of  the  sonne,  and 
tables  of  longitudes  of  citees  and  of 
townes ;  and  os  wol  for  the  guvemanea 


of  a  clokke  as  for  to  findo  the  altitndo 
meridian ;    and  many  another  notable 
conclusioun,  after  the  kalendres  of  the  95 
roverent  olerkes,  frero  I.  Somor  and  frere 
N.  lionne. 

lY.  The  ferthe  partie  shal  ben  a  theorik 
to  declare  the  moevinge  of  the  celestial 
bodies  with    the    causes.     The    whlche  100 
ferthe  partie  in  special  shal  shewen  a 
table  of  the  verray  moeving  of  the  mone 
f^m  honre  to  houro,  every  day  and  in 
evexy  signe,  after  thyn  almenak ;  upon 
which  table  ther  folwith  a  canon,  suffi-  105 
sant  to  teche  as  wel  the  manor  of  the 
wyrking  of  that  same  oonclusioun,  as  to 
knowe  in  oure  orizonte  with  which  de- 
gree of  the  zodiac  that  the  mone  ariseth 
in  any  latitude ;  and  the  arising  of  any  tm 
planete  after  liis  latitude  fro  the  ecliptik 
lyne. 

y.  The  fifte  partie  shal  ben  an  intro- 
ductorie  after  thestatutzof  oure  doctours, 
in  which  thou  maist  Icme  agret  part  of  115 
the  general  ruwles  of  theorik  in  astrologie. 
In  which  flfte  partie  shaltow  finde  tables 
of  equacions  of  houses  aflur  the  latitude 
of  Oxenford  ;  and  tables  of  dignet«8  of 
planetos,  and  other  notefVil  thingcs,  yif  lao 
god  wol  vouche-sauf  and  his  modur  the 
maydo.  mo  than  I  behete.  &c. 


PAET  1. 


Here  nioixNEi'ii  the  drscripciosi  of  tbx 

ASTROLAIIIE. 

1.  Thyn  Astrolabie  hath  a  ring  to 
put  ten  on  the  thoumbe  of  thy  right 
band  in  taking  the  heighte  of  thinges. 
And  tak  keep,  for  from  honnus-forthward, 

5  I  wol  clepe  the  heighte  of  any  thing  that 
is  taken  by  thy  rewle,  the  altitude,  with- 
out e  mo  wordes. 

2.  This  ring  ronneth  in  a  manor  turet, 
fast  tt)  tho  mwier  of  thjTi  Astrolabie,  in 
so  rowm  a  sx>ace  that  hit  desturbeth  nat 
the  instrument  to  hangen  after  his  righte 

5  rent  re. 


8.  The  Moder  of  thyn  Astrolabie  is  tho 
thikkesto  plate,  perccd  with  a  large  hole, 
that  resseyveth  in  hir  wombo  the  thinno 
platos  compowned  for  diverse  dymatz, 
and  thy  riot  shapen  in  manere  of  a  net  or  5 
of  a  webbe  of  a  loppc  ;  and  for  the  more 
declaracioun,  lo  here  the  figure. 

4.  This  moder  is  dov>'ded  on  the  bak- 
half  with  a  lyne,  that  comcth  dessend- 
inge  fro  tho  ring  down  to  the  netheresto 
bordure.  Tho  which©  lyne,  fro  the  for- 
soide  ring  un-to  the  centre  of  the  large  5 
hole  amidde,  is  cle][)ed  the  south  lyne,  or 
elles  the  l^mo  meridional.  And  the 
remenant  of  this  lyne  downe  to  the  bor- 
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dare  is  deped  tho  north  lyne,  or  elles  the 
lo  lyne  of  midnight.      And  for  the  more 
declaracionn,  lo  here  tlie  figr^ure. 

6.  Over-thwaxt  this  for-seide  long^ 
lyno,  thor  orosseth  him  another  lyne  of 
the  same  longthe  from  est  to  west.  Of 
the  whiche  lyne,  from  a  litel  crojv  +  in 
5  the  bordure  un-to  the  centre  of  the  large 
hole,  is  cleped  the  £st  lyne,  or  elles  the 
lyne  Orientale ;  and  the  remenant  of  this 
lyne  fro  the  forseide  +  un-to  the  bordure, 
is  cleped  the  West  lyne,  or  the  lyne  Ooci- 
lo  dentalo.  Now  hastow  here  the  fours 
quarters  of  thin  astrolabie,  devyded  after 
the  foure  principals  plages  or  quarters  of 
the  firmament.  And  for  the  more  dedar- 
acioun,  lo  liere  thy  figure. 

6.  The  est  side  of  thyn  Astrolabie  is 
cleped  the  right  side,  and  the  west  side 
is  olcped  the  left  side.  Forget  nat  this, 
litel  Lewis.    Put  the  ring  of  thyn  Astro- 

5  labie  upon  the  thoumbe  of  thy  right 
hand,  and  thanne  wole  his  right  syde  be 
toward  thy  left  syde,  and  his  left  syde 
wol  be  toward  thy  right  syde;  tak  this 
rewle  general,  as  wel  on  the  bak  as  on 

xu  the  wombe-side.  Upon  the  ende  of  this 
est  lyne,  as  I  first  seido,  is  marked  a  litel 
+  ,  wher-as  evere-mo  generaly  is  con- 
sidered the  entring  of  the  first  degree  in 
which  the  sonne  aryseth.     And  for  the 

15  more  declaracioun,  lo  hero  the  figuro. 

7.  Fro  this  litel  +  up  to  the  ende  of 
the  lyne  meridional,  un<ler  the  ring, 
shaltow  finden  the  bordure  devyded  with 
90  degrees ;  and  by  that  same  proporcioun 

5  is  every  quarter  of  thin  Astrolabie  de- 
vyded. Over  the  which  e  degrees  ther 
ben  noumbres  of  augrim,  that  devyden 
thilke  same  degrees  fro  fyve  to  f3rve,  as 
sheweth  by  longe  strykes  by-twcne.     Of 

lu  whicho  longe  strykes  the  space  by-twene 
contienith  a  mile-wey.  And  every  degree 
of  tho  bordure  contieneth  foure  minutes, 
that  is  to  seyn,  minutes  of  an  houre. 
And  for  more  declaracioun,  lo  hero  the 

15  figure. 

8.  Under  the  oompas  of  tliilke  degrees 
ben  writen  the  names  of  the  Twelve 
Signes,  as  Aries,  Taurus,  Oemini,  Cancer, 
Loo,  Virgo,  Libra,  Soorpio,  Sagittarius, 


Caprioomus,  Aquarius,  Pisces ;  and  the  5 
nombres  of  tho  degrees  of  tho  signes  bou 
writen  in  augrim  above,  and  with  longe 
devisiouns,  fro  fyve  to  fyve  ;  dovyded  fro 
tyme  that  the  signo  entreth  un-to  the 
laste  ende.  But  understond  wel,  tliat  10 
thise  degrees  of  signes  ben  everich  of  hem 
considered  of  60  minutes,  and  every 
minute  of  60  socondes,  and  so  forth  in-to 
smale  fracoions  inflnit,  as  seith  Alka- 
buoius.  And  ther-for,  know  wel,  that  15 
8  degree  of  the  bordure  contieneth  foure 
minutes,  and  a  degree  of  a  signe  con- 
tieneth 60  minutes,  and  have  this  in 
minde.  And  for  the  more  declaracioun, 
lo  here  thy  figure.  20 

9.  Next  this  folwcth  the  Cercle  of  the 
Dayes,  that  ben  figured  in  manor  of 
degrees,  that  contioncn  in  noumbre  365  ; 
divyded  also  with  longe  strykes  fro  f>'vo 
to  fyve,  and  the  nombres  in  augrim  5 
writen  under  that  cercle.  And  for  more 
declaracioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

10.  Next  the  Cercle  of  the  Dayes,  fol- 
weth  the  Cercle  of  the  namM  of  tho 
Monthes ;  that  is  to  seyen,  Januare, 
Februare,  Marcius,  Aprile,  Mayus,  Juin, 
Julius,  Augusttis,  Soptembre,  October,  5 
Novembre,  Docombre.  The  names  of 
thise  monthes  were  cleped  in  Arabiens, 
somme  for  hir  propretees,  and  some  by 
statutz  of  lordes,  some  by  other  lordes  of 
Rome.  £ek  of  thise  monthes,  as  lyked  10 
to  Julius  Cesar'  and  to  Cesar  Augustus, 
some  were  compovmed  of  diverse  nom- 
bres of  dayes,  as  Juil  and  August.  Thanne 
hath  Januare  31  dayes,  Februare  a8, 
March  31,  Aprille  30,  May  31,  Junius  30,  15 
Julius  31,  Augustus  31,  September  30, 
Octobre  31,  Novembre  30,  December  31. 
Natheles,  al-though  that  Julius  Cesar 
took  a  dayes  out  of  Feverer  and  put  hem 

in  his  moneth  of  Juille,  and  Augustus  20 
Cesar  clei)€)d  the  moneth  of  August  after 
his  name,  and  ordeyned  it  of  31  dayes, 
yit  truste  wel,  that  the  sonne  dwelleth 
ther-for  nevere  the  more  ne  lesse  in  oon 
signe  than  in  another.  25 

11.  Than  folwen  the  names  of  the 
Halidayes  in  the  Kalcndor,  and  next 
hem  the  lettres  of  the  Abe.  on  which 
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they  fallen.     And  for  the  more  declaxa- 
5  cioun,  lo  here  thy  fijaruro. 

12.  Next  the  forsoide  Cercle  of  the 
Abe,  under  the  cros-l.\-ne,  ia  marked  the 
scale,  in  manor  of  two  squyres,  or  elles  in 
manere  of  laddres,  that  sorveth  by  hise 

5  12  poyntos  and  his  devisiouns  of  ful 
many  a  subtil  conclusioun.  Ofthisfor- 
seido  scale,  fro  the  croos-lyne  nn-to  the 
verre  angle,  is  doped  -fumbra  veracL,  and 
the  nether  i»artio  is  clei>ed  the  furnbra 
lo  recta,  or  elles  urrHyra  extensa.  And  for 
the  more  decLvracioun,  lo  here  the  figure. 

13.  Thanne  hastow  a  brood  Bewle, 
that  hath  on  either  ende  a  square  plate 
perced  with  a  certein  holes,  some  more 
and  some  Icsse,  to  resseyvcn  the  stremes 

5  of  the  son  no  by  day,  and  eek  by  media- 
cioun  of  thyn  eye,  to  knowo  the  altitude 
of  st<»rres  by  nighte.  And  for  the  more 
declaracioun,  lo  here  thy  fif^ure. 

14.  Thanne  is  ther  a  large  P>'n,  in 
manor  of  an  extree,  that  goth  thorow 
the  hole,  that  halt  the  tables  of  the 
clymatos  and  the  riet  in  the  wombe  of 

5  the  Moder,  thorw  whirh  Pyn  ther  goth 
a  litel  woggo  which  that  is  cleped  '  the 
hors,'  that  streyneth  alio  thise  parties  to- 
hepe ;  this  forsoido  grote  Pyn,  in  manor 
of  an  extroo,  is  imagined  to  bo  the  Pol 
lo  Artik  in  thyn  Astrolabie.  And  for  the 
more  declaracioun,  lo  here  the  figure. 

15.  Tho  wombo-sido  of  thyn  Astrolabie 
is  also  dcvyded  w^ith  a  longe  croys  in 
fouro  quarters  from  est  to  west,  fro  south 
to  north,  fro  right  syde  to  left  sydo,  as  is 

5  the  bak-syde.  And  for  the  more  declara- 
cioun, lo  here  thy  figure. 

16.  The  borduro  of  which  wombe-side 
is  devyded  fro  tho  poynt  of  the  est  lyne 
un-to  the  poynt  of  the  south  lyne  under 
the  ring,  in  90  dogros  ;  and  by  that  same 

5  proporcioun  is  every  quarter  devyded  as 
is  tho  bak-sydOf  that  amonteth  360  de- 
grees. And  understond  wel,  that  degrees 
of  this  borduro  ben  answering  and  con- 
sentrik  to  the  degrees  of  the  Equinoxial, 
10  that  is  devyded  in  the  same  nombre  as 
every  othere  cercle  is  in  the  heye  hevene. 
This  same  borduro  is  devjrded  also  with 
J2  lettres  capitals  and  a  smal  croys  + 


above  the  south  13^10,  that  sheweth  the 
34  houres  equals  of  the  clokko ;  and,  as  15 
I  have  said,  5  of  thise  degrees  maken 
a  mile-wey,  and  3  mile-wey  maken  on 
houre.  And  every  degree  of  this  borduro 
conteneth  4  minutes,  and  every  xninut 
60  secoundes  ;  now  have  I  told  thee  twye.  ao 
And  for  the  more  declaracioun,  lo  here 
the  figure. 

17.  The  plate  under  thy  net  is  des- 
cryved  with  3  principal  cercles ;  of  whicho 
the  leste  is  cleped  the  cercle  of  Cancer, 
by-cause  that  the  heved  of  Cancer  tnmoth 
evermor  consentrik  up-on  the  same  •> 
cercle.  In  this  heved  of  Cancer  is  the 
g^ettcst  declinacioun  northward  of  th^ 
Sonne.  And  ther-for  is  he  cleped  th^ 
Solsticioun  of  Somer;  whiche  declina- 
cioun, aftur  Ptholome,  is  23  degrees  \o 
and  50  minutes,  as  wel  in  Cancer  as  in 
Capricome.  This  signo  of  Cancor  is 
eloped  the  Tropik  of  Somor,  of  tropoa^ 
that  is  to  seyn  '  agaynward  ; '  for  thanne 
by-ginneth  the  Sonne  to  passb  fro  us-  15 
ward.  And  for  the  more  declaracioun, 
lo  here  the  figure. 

The  middel  cercle  in  wydnesse,  of  thise 
3,  is  cleped  tho  Cercle  Equinoxial ;  up-on 
whiche  tumetb    evermo   the    hedos    of  ao 
Aries  and  Libra.     And  understond  wel, 
that  evermo  this  Cercle  Equinoxial  tum- 
eth  justly  fro  vorrey  est  to  verrey  west ; 
as  I  have  shewed  thee  in  the  spere  solide. 
This  same  cercle  is  cleped  also  thoWeyore,  25 
equator,  of  the  day  ;  for  whan  the  sonne 
is  in   tho  hevedes  of  Aries  and  Libra, 
than  ben  the  dayes  and  tho  nightes  ilyko 
of  lengthe  in  al  tho  world.     And  ther- 
fore  ben  thise    two    signes    called    the  30 
Eqninoxies.  And  alio  that  moeveth  with- 
in tho  hevodos  of  thise  Aries  and  Libra, 
his  moeving  is  cleped  north-ward;   and 
alio  that  moeveth  with-oute  thise  hevedes, 
his  moeving  is  cleped  south-ward  as  fro  35 
the  equinoxial.     Tak  keep  of  thise  lati- 
tudes north  and  sowth,  and  forget  it  nat. 
By  this  C-ercle  Equinoxial  ben  considered 
the  34  houres  of  the  olokke  ;  for  evcremo 
tho  arysing  of  15  degrees  of  the  equinoxial  4t> 
makcth  an  houre  equal  of  the  clokke. 
This  equinoxial  is  cleped  the  girdcl  of 
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the  firste  moeving,  or  elles  of  the  angulus 
primi  motus  vel  primi  mobilU.    And  fwta^ 

45  that  firsto  xnoeviDg:  i&  clepeil  *  moeving ' 
of  the  firste  moevable  of  the  8  spore, 
whiche  moeving  is  fro  est  to  west,  and 
eft  agayn  in-to  est;  also  it  is  clepid 
*girdel'  of  the   first    moeving,    for    it 

50  departeth  the  firste  moevable,  that  is  to 

sejm,  the  spere,  in  two  ilyke    partieB, 

evene^istantz  fro  the  poles  of  this  world. 

The  wydeste  of  thise  throe  principal 

oercles  is  cleped  the  Cercle  of  Capricome, 

55  by-cause  that  the  heved  of  Capricome 
tumeth  overmo  consentrik  np-on  the 
same  cercle.  In  the  heved  of  this  for- 
seide  Capricome  is  the  grettest  declina- 
cioun  southward  of  the  sonne,  and  ther- 

60  for  is  it  cleped  the  Solsticioon  of  Winter. 
This  signe  of  Capricome  is  also  cleped 
the  Tropik  of  Winter,  for  thanne  bygin- 
neth  the  sonne  to  come  agayn  to  ns-ward. 
And  for  the  more  declaraoioun,  lo  here 

6$  thy  figure. 

18.  Upon  this  forseide  plate  ben  com- 
IMUMed  certein  corcles  that  highten  Al- 
micanteras,  of  which  som  of  hem  semen 
porfit  cercles,  and  somme  semen  inperfit. 

5  The  centre  that  standith  a-middcs  the 
narwest  cercle  is  cleped  the  Senith  ;  and 
the  netherest  cercle,  or  the  firste  cercle, 
is  clepid  the  Orisonte,  that  is  to  seyn, 
the  cercle  that  devydeth  the  two  emi- 

10  sperira,  that  is,  the  partie  of  the  hevene 
a-bove  the  erthe  and  the  partie  be-nethe. 
Thise  Almicantoras  ben  compowned  by 
two  and  two,  al-be-it  so  that  on  divers 
Astrolables  some  Almicantoras  ban  de- 

15  vyded  by  oon,  and  some  by  two,  and 
somme  by  three,  after  the  quantito  of  the 
Astrolabie.  This  forseide  senith  is  im- 
agenod  to  ben  the  verrey  point  over  the 
crowne  of  thyn  heved ;    and  also  this 

20  senith  is  the  verrey  pool  of  tlio  orisonte 
in  every  regioun.  And  for  the  more 
dedaracioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

19.  From  this  sonith,  as  it  semeth,  ther 
come  a  maner  crokede  strj'^kcs  lyke  to 
the  clawes  of  a  loppe,  or  ellcs  like  to  the 
werk  of  a  womancs  calle,  in  kerv'ing  over- 

5  thwart  the  Almikanteras.  And  thise 
same  strj'kes  or  divisiouns  ben  cleped 


Azimnthz.  And  they  devyden  the  ori- 
sonte of  thyn  Astrolabie  in  four  and 
twenty  devisiouns.  And  thise  Azimutz 
serven  to  knowe  the  ooetes  of  the  firma-  10 
ment,  and  to  othre  oonclusiouns,  as  for 
to  knowe  the  cenith  of  the  sonne  and  of 
every  sterre.  And  for  more  doclaracioun, 
lo  here  thy  figure. 

20.  Next  thise  azimutz,  under  the 
Cercle  of  Cancer,  ben  ther  twelve  de- 
visiouns embelif,  moche  like  to  the  shap 
of  the  azimutes,  that  shewen  the  si)aces 
of  the  houres  of  planetes  ;  and  for  more  5 
declaracioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

21.  The  Biet  of  thyn  Astrolabie  with 
thy  zodiak,  shai)«n  in  manor  of  a  not 
or  of  a  loppe-webbe  after  the  olde  des- 
cripcioun,  which  thow  mayst  tornen  up 
and  doun  as  thy-self  lykcth,  contencth  5 
certein  nombro  of  sterres  fixes,  with  liir 
longitudes  and  latitudes  determinat ;  yif 
BO  be  that  the  makere  have  nat  erred« 
The  names  of  the  storres  ben  writen  in 
the  margin  of  the  riet  ther  as  they  sitte  ;  10 
of  whiche  sterres  the  smale  poynt  is 
cleped  the  Centre.  And  nnderstond  also 
that  alle  sterres  sittinge  with-in  the 
zodiak    of   thyn    Astrolabie  ben  cleped 

*  sterres  of  the  north,'  for  they  arsrsen  15 
by  northo  the  est  lyne.    And  alle  the 
remenant  fixed,  out  of  the  zodiak,  ben 
cleped  *  sterres  of  the  south ; '  but  I  soy 
nat  that  they  arysen  alle  by  southe  the 
est  lyne ;    witnesse    on  Aldeberan    and  .20 
Algomeysa.     Qonerally  nnderstond  this 
rewle,  tliat  thilke  sterres  that  ben  cleped 
sterres  of  the  north  arysen  rather  than 
the  degree  of  hir  longitude,  and  alle  the 
sterres  of  the  south   arysen  after    the  25 
degree  of  hir  hmgitude  ;  this  is  to  scyn, 
sterres  fixed  in  thyn   AstnMabie.     The 
mesure  of  tliis  longitude  of   sterres  is 
taken  in  the  lyne  ecliptik  of  hevene, 
under  which  lyne,  whan  that  the  sonne  30 
and  the  mone  ben  lyne-right  or  elles  in 
the  superfice  of  this  lyne,  than  is  the 
eclips  of  the  sonne  or  of  the  mone ;   as 
I  shal  declare,  and  eek  the  cause  why. 
But  sothly  the   Ecliptik   Ljme    of   thy  35 
zodiak  is  the  outtereste  bordure  of  thy 
zodiak,  ther  the  degrees  ben  marked. 
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ThyZodink  of  thyn  Astrolabie  is  shapen 
as  a  com  pas  which  tliat  contoneth  a  largo 

40  bredo,  as  aft^r  the  qnantite  of  thyn 
Astrolabio  ;  in  cnsample  that  the  zodiak 
in  hovene  is  imogoned  to  ben  a  snperfico 
contening  a  latitude  of  twelve  degrees, 
whcras  al  the  rcmenant  of  cercles  in  the 

45  hevcno  ben  imagined  vorrey  lynos  witli- 
oat«  ony  latitude.  Amiddos  this  celestial 
zodiak  ys  imagined  a  l^'ne,  -which  that  is 
clepcd  the  Ecliptik  Lyne,  under  which 
lyne   is  overmo  the  wey  of  the  sonna 

50  Tlius  ben  tlier  six  degrees  of  the  sodiak 
on  that  oon  sido  of  the  lyne,  and  six 
degrees  on  that  otlicr.  Tlxis  zodiak  is 
devided  in  twelve  principal  devisionns, 
that  dcparten  the  twelve  signes.     And, 

lit;  for  the  streitnes  of  thin  Astrolabie,  than 
is  every  smal  devisioun  in  a  signe  de- 
partid  by  two  degrees  and  two ;  I  mene 
degrees  contening  sixty  minutes.  And 
tliis  forseide  hcvenissh  zodiak  is  eloped 

6()  tlio  Cere-lo  of  the  Signes,  or  the  Cercle 
of  the  Bestes ;  for  zotlia  in  langage  of 
Greek  sowneth  *  bestes '  in  Latin  tongo  ; 
and  in  tho  zodiak  ben  the  twelve  signes 
that  han  names  of  bestes ;  or  elles,  for 

f>5  whan  the  Sonne  ontreth  in  any  of  the 
signes,  he  taketh  the  propretoo  of  swich 
bestes  ;  or  elles,  i'or  that  the  sterres  that 
ben  there  fixed  bon  disposed  in  signes  of 
bestes,   or  shape  like  bestes ;    or  elles, 

7<>  whan  the  planctes  ben  tinder  thilke 
signes,  they  causen  us  by  hir  influence 
operaciouns  and  effectes  lyk  to  the  opera- 
riouns  of  bestes.  And  nudcrstonde  also, 
that  whan  an  hot  planeto  cometh  in-to 

75  an  hot  signe,  than  encresseth  his  hete; 


and  yif  a  planete  bo  cold,  thanno  amen- 
useth  his  coldnesse,  by-cause  of  the  hoto 
signe.  And  by  this  condusioun  maystow 
tako  ensample  in  alio  the  signes,  be  they 
moist  or  diye,  or  moeble  or  fix ;  rekening  80 
the  qualiteo  of  tho  planeto  as  I  first 
seido.  And  everich  of  thiso  twelve  signeo 
hath  res][>ecte  to  a  certoin  paroello  of  the 
body  of  a  man  and  hath  it  in  governance ; 
as  Aries  hath  thyn  heved,  and  Taurus  thy  85 
nekke  and  thy  throte,  Gemini  thyn 
armholes  and  thyn  armes,  and  so  forth  ; 
as  shal  be  shewed  more  pleyn  in  tho  flfbo 
partie  of  this  tretis.  This  zodiak,  which 
that  is  part  of  tho  eighte  spore,  over-  90 
kerveth  the  oquinoxinl ;  and  he  over^ 
kerveth  him  again  in  evono  parties ;  and 
that  on  half  declineth  southward,  and 
that  other  northward,  as  ploynly  do- 
clareth  the  tretis  of  the  spore.  And  for  95 
more  declaracloun,  lo  hero  thy  figure. 

22.  Thanno  liastow  a  label,  that  is 
schapen  lyk  a  rewlo,  save  that  it  is  streit 
and  hath  no  plates  on  either  endo  with 
holes ;  but,  with  the  smalo  point  of  the 
forseide  label,  shaltow  calcule  thyno  5 
equaciouns  in  the  borduro  of  tliin  Astro- 
labie, as  by  thyn  almury.  And  for  tho 
more  declaracloun,  lo  here  thy  fi^^urc. 

23u  Thyn  Almury  is  cleped  tho  Denticle 
of  Capricome,  or  olles  tho  Calculer.  This 
same  Almuiy  sit  fix  in  the  heed  of  Capri- 
come, and  it  servoth  of  many  a  neces- 
sarie  oonclusioun  in  equaciouns  of  thinges,  5 
as  shal  bo  shewed ;  and  for  the  more 
declaracioun,  lo  hero  thy  figure. 

Here  endeth  the  deseripcwn  of  ihA 
Astrolabie. 


PART  II. 


Heue  utoixken  the  CoM-xrsioss  or 

THE    ASTROLAltlE. 

1.  To  /ynde  the  detpree  in  which  the  sonne  is 
day  by  day,  after  hir  coura  a-boute. 

Rckene  and  knowe  which  is  the  day 
<»f  thy  montho  ;  and  ley  thy  rewle  up 
that  same  day;  and  thanno  wol  the 
vcrray  point  of  thy  rewlo  sitton  in  the 


borduro,  up-on  tho  degree  of  thy  sonno.  5 
Ensample  as  thus  ;  the  yoer  of  oxuno  lord 
1391,  tho  xa  day  of  Itarch  at  midday, 
I  woldo  knowe  the  degree  of  the  Sonne. 
I  soughte  in  the  bak-half  of  myn  Astro- 
labie, and  fond  the  cercle  of  the  dayes,  10 
the  which  I  knowe  by  the  names  of  tho 
monthos  writen  under  the  same  cercle. 
Tho  Icido  I  my  rowle  over  this  forseide 
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-was  passed  t8  of  the  clokke  the  space  of 
fa  degrees.  Tho  loked  I  donn  ap-on  myn 
est  orisonte,  and  fond  ther  f  23  degrees  of 

65  Libra  as8en<ling,  wlioin  I  tok  for  myn 
assendent ;  and  thns  lemed  I  to  knowe 
ones  for  ever  in  which  manere  I  shold 
come  to  the  hooro  of  the  night  and  to 
myn  assendent ;   as  verreyly  as  may  be 

70  taken  by  so  smal  an  instrument.  Bat 
natheles,  in  general,  wolde  I  wame  thee 
for  evere,  ne  mak  thee  nevere  bold  to 
have  take  a  jast  ascendent  by  thyn 
Astrolabie,   or  elles  to  have  set  jnstly 

75  a  olokke,  whan  any  celestial  botiy  by 
which  that  thow  wenest  govemo  thilke 
thinges  ben  ney  tho  south  lyne  ;  for  tmst 
wcl,  whan  that  the  sonne  is  ney  the 
meridional  lyne,  the  degree  of  the  sonne 

80  ronnoth  so  longo  consentrik  np-on  the 
almikanteras,  that  sothly  thou  shalt  orre 
fro  the  just  assendent.  The  same  con- 
clusioun  sey  I  by  the  centre  of  any  sterre 
fix  by  night  ;  and  more-over,  by  experi- 

85  ence,  I  wot  wcl  that  in  oure  orisonte, 
from  II  of  the  clokke  un-to  oon  of  the 
clokke,  in  taking  of  a  just  assendent  in 
a  i)<>rtatif  Astrolabie,  hit  is  to  hard  to 
knowe.     I  mene,  from  11  of  the  clokke 

c^i  biforn  the  houre  of  noon  til  oon  of  the 
clokke  next  folwing.  And  for  the  more 
declaracion,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

4.   Special  declaracion  of  the  asaendetU. 

Tho  assendent  sothly,  as  wel  in  alle 
nativitez  as  in  questiouns  and  elecciouns 
of  tymes,  is  a  thing  which  that  thise 
astrologiens  gretly  observen  ;  wher-fore 
5  mc  somcth  couvenicnt,  sin  that  I  speke 
of  tho  assendent,  to  make  of  it  special 
doclaracioun.  The  assendent  sothly,  to 
take  it  at  tho  largeste,  is  thilke  degree 
that  assendeth   at  any  of  thise  forseide 

u)  tymes  upon  the  est  orisonte ;  and  there- 
for, yif  that  any  planet  assende  at  that 
8am(>  tyme  in  thilke  for-seide  fdegree  of 
his  longitude,  men  aeyn  that  thilke 
pbinote  is  in  horotcopo.     But  sothly,  the 

15  houB  of  the  assendent,  that  is  to  seyn, 
the  firsto  hous  or  the  est  angle,  is  a  thing 
more  brood  and  large.  For  after  the 
statutz  of  astrologiens,  what  celestial  body 


that  is  5  degres  above  thilk  degree  that 
assendeth,  or  with-in  that  noumbre,  that  ao 
is  to  seyn,  nere  the  degree  that  assendeth, 
yit  rikne  they  thilke  planet  in  the  as- 
sendent.   And  what  planeto  that  is  under 
thilke  degree  that  ossendith  the  space 
of  fa.s  degrees,  yit  seyn  they  that  thilke  25 
planete  is  lyk  to  him  that  is  in  the  hous 
of  the  assendent ;  but  sothly,  yif  he  passe 
the  bondes  of  thise  forseide  spaces,  above 
or  bynethe,  they  seyn  that  the  planete  is 
failling  fro  the  assendent.    Yit  sein  thise  3" 
astrologiens,  that  the  assendent,  and  eke 
the  lord  of  the  assendent,  may  be  shapon 
for  to  be  fortunat  or  infortunat,  as  thus  : 
a  fortunat  assendent  clepen  they  whan 
that  no  wikkid  planete,  as  Satume  or  35 
Mars,  or  elles  the  Tail  of  the  Dragoun, 
is  in  tho  hous  of  the  assendent,  ne  that 
no  wikked  planete  have  non  aspecte  of 
enemite  upon  tho  assendent ;  but  they 
wol    caste    that   they  have    a    fortunat  40 
planete  in  hir  assendent  and  yit  in  his 
felicitee,  and  than  sey  they  that  it  is  wel. 
Forther-over,  they  seyn  that  the  infor- 
tuning  of  an  assendent  is  the  contrarie 
of  thise  forseide  thinges     The  lord  of  45 
the  assendent.  sey  they,  that  he  is  for- 
tunat, whan  he  is  in  good  place  fro  the 
assendent  as  in  angle  ;  or  in  a  succedcnt, 
where-as  he  is  in  his  dign^itee  and  con- 
forted  with  frond ly  aspectcs  of  planeteB  50 
and  wel  resceived,  and  eek  that  he  may 
seen  tho  assendent.  and  that  ho  be  nat 
retrograd  no  combust,  ne  joigned  with 
no  shrewe  in  tho  same  signe  ,  no  that  he 
be  nat  in  his  descencioun.  ne  joigned  with  55 
no  planete  in  his  discencioun,  ne  have 
up-on  him  non  aspecte  infortunat ;  and 
than  sey  they  that  he  is  weL     Natheles, 
thise  ben  observauncez  of  judicial  matiere 
and  rytos  of  payens,  in  which  my  spirit  60 
ne  hath  no  feith,  ne  no  knowing  of  hir 
hoToacopum ;    for   they  seyn   that  every 
signe  is  departed  in  3  evene  parties  by 
ID  degrees,  and  thilke  porcioun  they  clepe 
a  Face,     And  al-thogh  that   a  plaUUU  b^ 
have  a  latitude  fro  the  ecliptik,  yit  sey 
some  folk,  so  that  the  planete  aryse  in 
that  same  signe  with  any  degree  of  the 
forseide  face  in  which  his  longitude  is 
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70  rekned,  that  yit  is  the  planete  in  hero- 
Kopo^  be  it  in  nativite  or  in  cloccionn,  &o. 
And  for  the  more  dedaraciuun,  lo  here 
the  figure. 

5.  To  Tcrunce  the  verrey  equacioun  of  iht 
degree  of  the  aonne^  yif  m  he  that  it  falle 
by^wixe  thyn  Almikanteras, 

For  tut  moohe  as  the  almikanteras  in 
thyn  Astrolabie  been  compoonod  by  two 
and  two,  where-as  some  almikanteras  in 
sondry  Astrolabies    ben   compooned  by 

5  oon  and  oon,  or  cUcs  by  two  and  two, 
it  is  necessarie  to  thy  leming  to  teche 
thee  first  to  knowo  and  worke  with  thyn 
owne  instromont.  Wher-for,  whan  that 
the  degree  of  thy  Sonne  falleth  by-twixe 

10  two  almikanteras,  or  elles  yif  thyn  almi- 
kanteras ben  graven  with  over  grot 
a  point  of  a  compas,  (for  bothe  thise 
thingeS  may  causen  errour  as  wel  in 
knowing  of  the  tyd  of  the  day  as  of  the 

15  verrey  assendent),  thou  most  werken 
in  this  MTsrse.  Set  the  degree  of  thy 
Sonne  up-on  the  heyer  almikanteras 
of  bothe,  and  waite  wel  whor  as  thin 
almnry  toucheth  the  bordure,  and  sot 

20  ther  a  prikke  of  inke.  Sot  doun 
agayn  the  degree  of  thy  sonne  np-on 
the  nethere  almikanteras  of  bothe,  and 
set  ther  another  prikke.  Romewe  thanne 
thyn  almnry  in  the  bordure  evene  amid- 

25  des  bothe  prikkes,  and  this  wol  lede 
justly  the  degree  of  thy  sonne  to  sitte 
by-twixe  bothe  almikanteras  in  his  right 
place.  Ley  thanne  thy  label  over  the 
degree  of  thy  sonne;   and  find  in  the 

30  bordure  the  verrey  tydo  of  the  day  or  of 
the  night.  And  as  verrey ly  shaltow 
finde  up-on  thyn  est  oriscmte  tli>'n  assen- 
dent. And  for  more  declaracionn,  lo 
here  thy  figure. 

6.  To  knowe  the  spring  of  the  Hawing  amd 
the  ende  of  the  evening,  the  which  hen 
called  the  two  ercpuecvUa : 
Set  the  nadir  of  thy  sonne  up-on  18 
degrees  of  heighte  among  thyn  almikan- 
teras on  the  west  sydo,  and  ley  thy  label 
on  the  degree  of  thy  sonne,  and  thanne 
5  shal  the  poynt  of  thy  label  schewe  the 
spring  of  day.    Also  set  the  nadir  of  thy 


Sonne  up-on  18  degrees  of  heighte  a-mong 
thjm  almikanteras  on  the  est  side,  and 
ley  over  thy  label  up-on  the  degree  of  the 
sonne,  and  with  the  point  of  thy  label  10 
find  in  the  bordure  the  ende  of  the 
evening,  that  is,  verrey  night.  The  nadir 
of  the  sonne  is  thilke  degree  that  is 
opposit  to  the  degree  of  the  sonne,  in  the 
seventhe  signe,  as  thus:  every  degree  15 
of  Aries  by  ordre  is  nadir  to  every  degree 
of  Libra  by  ordre ;  and  Taurus  to  Scor- 
pion ;  Gemini  to  Sagittare ;  Cancer  to 
Caprioome  ;  Leo  to  Aquarie ;  Virgo  to 
Pisces ;  and  yif  any  degree  in  thy  zodiak  20 
be  dirk,  his  nadir  shal  declare  him.  And 
for  the  more  deolaracioun,  lo  here  thy 
figure. 

7.  To  knowe  the  arch  of  the  day,  that  some 
folk  callen  the  day  artificial,  from  the 
sonne  aryaing  til  hit  go  to  reete. 

Set  the  degree  of  thy  sonne  up-on  thyn 
est  orisonte,  and  ley  thy  label  on  the 
degree  of  the  sonne,  and  at  the  i>oynt 
of  thy  label  in  the  bordure  set  a  prikke. 
Turn  thanne   thy  riet    aboute    til    the  5 
degree  of  the  sonne  sit  up-on  the  west 
orisonte,  and  ley  thy  label    up-on    the 
same  degree  of  the  sonne,  and  at  the 
point  of  thy  label  set  a-nother  prikke. 
Bekne  thanne  the  quantitee  of  tyme  in  10 
the  bordure  by-twixe  bothe  prikkes,  and 
tak  ther  thyn  ark  of  the  day.     The  reme- 
nant  of  the  bordure  under  the  orisonte  is 
the  ark  of  the   night.     Thus   maistow 
rekne  bothe  arches,  or    every  porcion,  15 
of  whether  that  thee  lyketh.     And  by 
this  manere  of  wyrking  maistow  see  how 
longe  that  any  sterro  fix  dwelleth  a-bove 
the  erthe,  fro  tyme  that  he  ryseth  til  ho 
go  to  reste.     But  the  day  natural,  that  20 
is  to  BGyn  24  honres,  is  the  revolucioun  of 
the  equinox ial  with  as  moche  partie  of 
the  zodiak  as  the  sonne  of  his  propre 
moevinge  passeth   in  the  mene  wliyle. 
And  for  the  more  declaracioun,  lo  here  25 
thy  figure. 

8.  To  turn  tlie  houres  in-equalea  in  Jiourea 

equales. 
Knowe  the  nombre  of  the  degrees  in 
the  houres  in-equales,  and  departe  hem 
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by  15,  and  tak  ther  thyn  houreB  eqnales. 
And  for  tho  moro  declaracioun,  lo  hero 
5  thy  Aguro. 

9.  To  knowe  the  quantUee  of  tfte  day  vul- 

gare^  that  is  to  aeyen^  from  spring  of  the 

day  UTi'to  verrey  night 

Know  tho  qnantitce  of  thy  crepnscnlis, 

as  I  havo  taught  in  tho  chapitro  bi-fom, 

and  addo  hem  to  tho  arch  of  thy  day 

artificial ;  and  tak  thor  tho  space  of  alle 

5  tlio  hole  day  ynlgar,  un-to  verrey  night. 

Tho  same    manero    maystow  worke,   to 

knowe  the  qnantitee  of  tho  vulgar  night. 

And  for  tho  more  declaracioun,  lo  here 

tho  figure. 

10.  To  knotce  the  quantite  of  Jumrea 

inequales  by  day. 

Understond  wel,  tliat  tliise  houres  in- 

equalcs  bon  clcped  hoiircs  of  planetes, 

and  understond  wel  that  som-tyme  ben 

thoy  lengere  by  day  than  by  night,  and 

5  som-tyme  the  contraric.  But  understond 
wel,  that  evermo,  gciieraly,  tho  hour  in- 
equal  of  the  day  with  the  houre  in-equal 
of  the  night  contencn  30  degrees  of  tho 
bonJuro,     whicho    borduro    is    ever-mo 

ID  answering  to  the  degrees  of  tho  oqui- 
uoxial ;  whor-for  dcparte  tho  arch  of  tho 
day  artificial  in  12,  and  tak  ther  tho 
quantitee  of  tho  houre  in-equal  by  day. 
And  yif  thow  abate  the  quantitee  of  the 

15  houre  in-equal  by  daye  out  of  50,  than 
shal  tho  rcmenant  that  leveth  porforme 
the  houre  inequal  by  night.  And  for 
the  more  declaracioun,  lo  hero  the  figure. 

11.  Tu  kno  ice  the  quantite  of  houres  equates. 

Tlio  quantitee  of  houres  eqnales,  that 

is  to  8e>'n,  the  houres  of  the  clokke,  ben 

departed  by   15  degrees  al-redy  in   the 

bordure  of  thyn  Astrolabio,  as  wel  by 

5  night    as    by    day,   generaly  for    evere. 

What  nedeth  more  declaracioun  ?  Wher- 

for,  whan  thee  list  to  know  how  manyo 

houres  of  tho  clokko  ben  passed,  or  any 

part  of  any  of   thise  houres  that  ben 

10  passed,  or  elles    how  many  houres    or 

partie  of  houres  bon  to  come,  fro  swich 

a  tymo  to  swich  a  tyme,  by  day  or  by 

nighte,  knowe  the  degree  of  thy  sonne, 


and  ley  thy  label  on  it ;  tame  tliy  riet 
about«  joyntly  with  thy  label,  and  with  15 
the  point  of  it  rekne  in  the  bordure  Aro 
the  Sonne  aryse  un-to  the  same  place 
ther  thou  desirest,  by  day  as  by  nighte. 
This  oonclusioun  wol  I  declare  in  the 
laste  chapitro  uf  the  4  partie  of  this  tretis  ao 
so  openly,  that  ther  shal  lakke  no  wordo 
that  nedeth  to  the  declaracioun.  And 
for  the  more  declaracioun,  lo  here  the 
figure. 

12.  Special  dedaracioun  of  the  houres 
of  planetes. 

Understond  wel,  that  evere-mo,  fro  the 
arysing  of  the  sonne  til  it  go  to  re8t«,  the 
nadir  of  the  sonne  shal  shewe  the  houre 
of  the  planeto,  and  i'ro  that  tyme  forward 
al  tho  night  til  the  sonne  aryse ;  than  5 
shal  the  verrey  degree  of  the  sonne  shewe 
the  houre  of  the  planeto.    Ensample  as 
thus.     The  13  day  of  March  fil  up-on  a 
Satorday  i>er  aventurc,  and,  at  the  aris- 
ing of  the  Sonne,  I  fond  the  secounde  ic> 
degree  of  Aries  sitting  up-on  m^'n  est 
orisonte,   al-be-it  that  it  was  but  lite ; 
than  fond  I  the  2  degree  of  Libra,  nadir 
of   my  Sonne,   dessending   on  my  west 
orisonte,  up-on  wliich  west  orisonte  every  15 
day  generally,  at  the  sonne  ariste,  entreth 
the  houre  of  any  planeto,  after  which 
iManote  the  day  bereth  his  name ;  and 
endeth  in  the  nexto  str^k  of  the  plate 
under  the  forseido  west  orisonte ;    and  20 
evere,  as  the  sonne  climbeth  uppere  and 
uppere,  so  goth  his  nndir  dounere  and 
dounere,  teching  by  swich   strykes  the 
houres  of  planetes  by  ordre  as  they  sitten 
in  the  heveno.    Tho  first  houre  inequal  25 
of  every  Satterday  is  to  Satumo ;   and 
the  secounde,  to  Jupitor  ;  the  3,  to  Mars ; 
the  4,  to  the  Sonne  ;  the  5,  to  Venus ;  the 
6,  to  Mercurius  ;  the  7,  to  the  Mono  ;  and 
thanne  aga>ai,  the  8  is  to  Satume ;  tlie  9,  30 
to  Jupiter;  the  10,  to  Mars;  the  11,  to 
the  Sonne;  tho  la,  to  Venus;  and  now 
is  my  sonne  gon  to  reste  as  for  that 
Settorduy.     Thanne  showeth  the  verrey 
degree  of  the  sonne  the  houre  of  Mercurie  35 
entring  under  my  west  orisonte  at  eve ; 
and  next  himsuccedeth  the  Mone ;  and  so 
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forth  by  ordre,  planete  after  planete,  in 
hoxure  afler  honre,  al  the  night  longe  til  the 

40  Sonne  aryse.  Now  r^'seth  the  sonne  that 
Sonday  by  the  morwe ;  and  the  nadir  of 
the  Sonne,  np-on  the  west  orizonte, 
sheweth  me  the  «ntring  of  the  home  of 
the  forseide  sonne.     And  in  this  maner 

45  snccedeth  planete  nnder  planete,  fro 
Satnme  nn-to  the  Mone,  and  fro  the 
Hone  up  a-grayn  to  Satume,  honre  after 
honre  generaly.  And  thns  knowe  I  this 
conclnsionn.     And  for  the  more  dedara- 

50  cionn,  lo  hero  the  figore. 

18.  To  Icnowe  the  altUuds  qf  Uu  torme  in 
middes  of  the  day^  that  ig  deped  the 
altitude  meridian. 

Set  the  degree  of  the  sonne  np-on  the 
lyne  meridional,  and  rikene  how  many 
degrees  of  almikanteras  ben  by-twixe 
thyn  est  orisonte  and  the  degree  of  the 
5  sonne.  And  tak  thcr  thyn  altitude 
meridian ;  this  is  to  seyne,  the  heyest  of 
the  sonne  as  for  that  day.  So  maystow 
knowe  in  the  same  lyne,  the  heyest 
oours  that  any  sterre  fix  climbeth  by 
10  night ;  this  is  to  seyn,  that  whan  any 
sterre  fix  is  i>assed  the  lyne  meridional, 
than  by-ginneth  it  to  descende,  and  so 
doth  the  sonne.  And  for  the  more 
deolaraoioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

14.  To  knowe  the  degree  of  the  Mnne  by 
thy  Hety  for  a  maner  curioritee^  d:c 

Sek  bysily  with  thy  rewle  the  heyest 
of  the  Sonne  in  middo  of  the  day ;  tume 
thanne  ihyn  Astrolabie,  and  with  a 
prikke  of  ink  marke  the  nombre  of  that 

5  same  altitude  in  the  lyne  meridional. 
Tume  thanne  thy  riet  aboute  til  thou 
fynde  a  d^ree  of  thy  zodiak  aoording 
with  the  prikke,  this  is  to  seyn,  sittinge 
on  the  prikke ;  and  in  sooth,  thou  shalt 

10  finde  but  two  degrees  in  al  the  sodiak 
of  that  condicionn ;  and  yit  thilke  two 
degrees  ben  in  diverse  signes ;  than 
maistow  lightly  by  the  sesoun  of  the  yere 
knowe  the  signe  in  whiche  that  is  the 

15  sonne.  And  for  the  more  deolaraoioun, 
lo  here  thy  figure. 


16.  To  know  which  day  is  lyk  to  which  day 
a$  of  lengthe,  d'c 
Loke  whiohe  degrees  ben  y-lyke  fer  fro 
the  hevedes  of  Cancer  and  Capricorn  ; 
and  lok,  whan  the  sonne  is  in  any  of 
thilke  degrees,  than  ben  the  dayes  y-lyke 
of  lengthe.  This  is  to  seyn,  that  as  long  5 
is  that  day  in  that  monthe,  as  was  swich 
a  day  in  swich  a  month ;  ther  varieth 
but  lite.  Also,  yif  thou  take  two  dayes 
naturaly  in  the  yeer  y-lyke  fer  fro  eythor 
pointe  of  the  oquinoxial  in  the  opposit  10 
I>artio8,  than  as  long  is  the  day  artificial 
of  that  on  day  as  is  the  night  of  that 
othere,  and  the  contrarie.  And  for  the 
more  declaracioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

16.  Thia  cTiapitre  ia  a  maner  declaracioun 

to  amclueiouna  thaifolwen. 
Understond  wel   that    thy  zodiak    is 
departid  in  two  halfe  cercles,  as  fro  the 
heved  of  Capricome  un-to  the  heved  of 
Cancer ;  and  agaynward  fro  the  heved  of 
Cancer  un-to  the  heved  of  Capricome.  5 
The  heved  of  Capricome  is  the  lowest 
point,  wher-as  the  sonne  goth  in  winter ; 
and  the  heved  of  Cancer  is  the  heyest 
point,  in  whiche  the  sonne  goth  in  somer. 
And  ther-for  understond  wel,  that  any  10 
two  degrees  that  ben  y-lyke  fer  fro  any 
of   thise  two  hevedes,    truste  wel  that 
thilke  two  degrees  ben  of  y-lyke  decli- 
nacioun,  be  it  southward  or  northward ; 
and  the   dayes  of  hem  ben  y-Iyke  of  15 
lengthe,  and  the  nightes  also;  and  the 
shadwes  y-lyke,  and  the  altitudes  y-lyke 
at  midday   for    evere.     And    for    more 
declaracioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

17.  To  knowe  the  verrey  degree  of  any 
maner  aterre  atraunge  or  unatraunge  after 
hia  longitude,,  thottgh  ?ie  be  indeterminat 
in  thyn  Aatrolabie  ;  aothly  to  the  trowthe, 
thua  he  ahal  be  knowe, 

Tak  the  altitude  of  this  sterre  whan  he 
is  on  the  est  side  of  the  lyne  meridional, 
as  ney  as  thou  mayst  gesse;  and  tak 
an  assendent  a-non  right  by  som  maner 
sterre  fix  which  that  thou  knowest ;  and  5 
for-get  nat  the  altitude  of  the  firste  sterre, 
ne  th3m  assendent.  And  whan  that  this 
is  don,  eepye  diligently  whan  this  same 
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'ward  fro  the  eqninoadal,    than    ii    his 
15  doolinacion  north  ;  yif  it  be  sonthward, 
than  is  it   soath.    And    for   the    more 
deolaraoionn,  lo  here  thy  figaro. 

21.  To  knoioe  for  v>?uU  latitude  in  any 
regioun  the  almikanteras  of  any  table 
htm  compouned, 

Bikne  how  manyo  degrees  of  almikan- 
teras,  in  the  meridional  lyno,  be  fro  the 
oercle  eqxiinoxial  un-to  the  senith ;  or 
elles  fro  the  pool  artik  un-to  the  north 
5  orisonte ;  and  for  so  gret  a  latitude  or  for 
so  smal  a  latitude  is  the  table  compouned. 
And  for  more  dedaracion,  lo  here  thy 
figure. 

22.  To  knowe  in  tpecial  the  latitude  of 
ourt  countrayy  I  mene  after  the  latitude 
ofOxenfordy  and  the  Jieighte  qfourepol. 

Understond  wol,  that  as  fer  is  the  heved 
of  Aries  or  Libra  in  the  equinoxial  from 
onre  orisonte  as  is  the  senith  from  the  pole 
artik ;  and  as  hey  is  the  pol  artik  fro  the 
5  orisonte,  as  the  equinoxial  is  fer  fro  the 
■enith.  I  prove  it  thus  by  the  latitude 
of  Oxenford.  Understond  wol,  that  the 
heyghte  of  oure  pool  artik  fro  oure  north 
orisonte  is  51  degrees  and  50  minutes ; 

10  than  is  the  senith  from  oure  pof>l  nrtik 
38  degrees  and  10  minutes ;  than  is  the 
equinoxial  from  oure  senith  51  degrees 
and  50  minutes ;  than  is  oiiro  south 
orisonte  from  oure  equinoxial  38  degree? 

15  and  10  minutes.  Understond  wel  this 
rekning.  Also  for-got  nat  that  the  senith 
is  90  degrees  of  heyghte  fro  the  orisonte, 
and  oure  equinoxial  is  go  degrees  from 
oure  pool  artik.    Also  this  shorte  rewle 

ao  is  soth,  that  the  latitude  of  any  place  in 
a  n^oun  is  the  distance  fro  the  senith 
unto  the  equinoxial.  And  for  more 
declaracioun,  lo  here  thy  fignra 

28.  To  prove  evidently  the  latitude  of  any 
place  in  a  regioun^  by  the  preve  of  the 
heyghte  of  the  pol  artik  in  that  same 
place. 

In  some  winters  night,  whan  the  fir- 
mament isclcro  and  thikke-sterred,  waite 
a  tyme  til  that  any  sterre  fix  sit  lyne-right 
perpendiculer    over  the  i>ol  artik,  and 
5  olepe  that  sterre  A.    And  wayte  a-nother 


sterre  that  sit  lyne-right  under  A,  and 
under  the  pol,  and  clepe  that  sterre  F. 
And  understond  wel,  that  F  is  nat  con- 
sidered but  only  to  declare  that  A  sit 
evene  overe  the  pooL  Tak  thanne  a-non  m 
right  the  altitude  of  A  from  the  orisonte, 
and  forget  it  nat.  Lat  A  and  F  go  fcurwel 
til  agayns  the  dawening  a  gret  whyle ; 
and  come  thanne  agayn,  and  abyd  til 
that  A  is  evene  under  the  pol  and  under  15 
F ;  for  sothly,  than  wol  F  sitte  over  the 
pool,  and  A  wol  sitte  under  the  pool. 
Tak  than  efb-sones  the  altitude  of  A  from 
the  orisonte,  and  note  as  wel  his  seoonndo 
altitude  as  his  firsts  altitude  ;  and  whan  20 
that  this  is  don,  rikne  how  manye  degrees 
that  the  firste  altitude  of  A  excedcth 
his  seconde  altitude,  and  tak  half  thilke 
poroioun  that  is  excedod,  and  adde  it  to 
his  seconde  altitude ;  and  tak  ther  the  25 
elevacioun  of  thy  i)ool,  and  eke  the 
latitude  of  thy  regioun.  For  thise  two 
ben  of  a  nombre ;  this  is  to  seyn,  as 
many  deg^es  as  thy  pool  is  cle>'nt,  so 
michel  is  the  latitude  of  the  regioun.  30 
Ensample  as  thus :  par  aventure,  the 
altitude  of  A  in  the  evening  is  56  dog^recs 
of  heyghte.  Than  wol  h  is  seconde  altitude 
or  the  dawing  bo  48  ;  that  is  8  lasse  than 
56,  that  was  his  firste  altitude  at  even.  35 
Take  thanne  the  half  of  8,  and  adde  it  to 
48,  that  was  his  seconde  altitude,  and 
than  hastow  52.  Now  hastow  the  he>*ghte 
of  thy  pol,  and  the  latitude  of  the  regioun. 
But  understond  wel,  that  to  prove  this  40 
condusioun  and  many  a-nother  fair  con- 
olusioun,  thou  most  have  a  plomet  hang- 
ing on  a  lyne  heyer  than  thin  heved 
on  a  perche ;  and  thilke  l3me  mot 
hange  evene  perpendiculer  by-twixe  the  45 
pool  and  thyn  eye  ;  and  thanne  shaltow 
seen  yif  A  sitte  evene  over  the  pool  and 
over  F  at  evene ;  and  also  yif  F  sitte 
evene  over  the  pool  and  over  A  or  day. 
And  fur  more  dedaracion,  lo  here  thy  50 
figure. 

24.  Another  conclueioun  to  prove  the  heyghte 
of  the  pool  artik  fro  the  orieonte, 

Tak  any  sterre  fixe  that  nevere  dis- 
sendeth  under  the  orisonte    in    thilke 
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regioniL,  and  oonsidere  his  heyest  altitude 
and  his  lowest  altitade  fro  tlie  oriaonte  ; 
5  and  make  a  nombre  of  botho  IhiM  alti- 
tudes. Tak  thanne  and  abate  half  that 
noinbrc,  and  tak  ther  the  elevacioon  of 
the  pol  artik  in  that  same  regionn.  And 
tor  more  declaracionn,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

2-3.  A-noth^r  conclusiovn  to  prove  the 
latitude  of  the  rtgioun^  Ac, 

Understond  wel  that  the  latitude  of 
any  place  in  a  regionn  is  verreyly  the 
space  by-twixe  the  senith  of  hem  that 
dwellen  there  and  the  equinoxial  cerkle, 
5  north  or  southe,  taking  the  mesure  in 
the  meridional  l3rne,  as  sheweth  in  the 
almikanteraa  of  thyn  Astrolabie.  And 
thilke  space  is  as  moche  as  the  pool  artik 
is  hey  in  the  same  place  fro  the  orisonte. 

10  And  than  is  the  depressioun  of  the  pol 
antartik,  that  is  to  seyn,  than  is  the  pol 
antartik  by-nethe  the  orisonte,  the  same 
quantite  of  space,  neither  more  ne  lasse. 
Thanne,  ^-if  thow  desire  to  knowe  this 

15  latitude  of  the  regioun,  tak  the  altitude 
of  the  Sonne  in  the  middel  of  the  day, 
whan  the  Sonne  is  in  the  hevedes  of 
Aries  or  of  Libra;  (for  thanne  moeveth 
the  Sonne  in  the  lyne  equinoxial);  and 

30  abate  the  nombre  of  that  same  sonnes 
altitude  out  of  90,  and  thanne  is  the 
remenaunt  of  the  nouinbre  that  leveth 
the  latitude  of  the  regioun.  As  thus : 
I  suppose  that  the  sonne  is  thilke  day 

35  at  noon  38  dcgrei^s  and  10  minutes  of 
heyghte.  Abate  thanne  thise  degrees  and 
minutes  out  of  90;  so  leveth  there  51 
degrees  and  50  minutes,  the  latitude. 
I  sey  nat  this  but  for  cnsample ;  for  wel 

30  I  wot  the  latitude  of  Oxenforde  is  certein 
minutes  lasse,  as  I  mighte  prove.  Now 
yif  so  be  that  thee  semcth  to  long  a  tary- 
inge,  to  abyde  til  that  the  sonne  be  in 
the  he\-cdes  of  Aries  or  of  Libra,  thanne 

35  waito  whan  the  sonne  is  in  any  other 
degree  of  the  sodiak,  and  considere  the 
degree  of  his  declinaoion  fro  the  equi- 
noxial lyne ;  and  yif  it  so  be  that  the 
sonnes  declinacion  be  northward  fro  the 

40  equinoxial,  abate  thanne  fro  the  sonnes 
altitude  at  noon  the  nombre  of  his  de- 


clinacion, and  thanne  hastow  the  hejrghte 
of  the  hevedes  of  Aries  and  Libra.  As 
thus :  my  sonne  is,  par  aventure,  in  the 
ffirste  degree  of  Leoun,  f 58  degrees  and  45 
10  minutes  of  heyghte  at  noon  and  his 
declinacion  is  almost  fao  degrees  north- 
ward fro  the  equinoxial;  abate  thanne 
thilke  f  20  degrees  of  declinacion  out 
of  the  altitude  at  noon,  than  leveth  the^  50 
38  degrees  and  odde  minutes  ;  lo  ther  the 
heved  of  Aries  or  Libra,  and  thyn  equi- 
noxial in  that  regioun.  Also  yif  so  be 
that  the  sonnes  dedinacioun  be  south- 
ward fro  the  equinoxial,  adde  thanne  55 
thilke  declinacion  to  the  altitude  of  the 
Sonne  at  noon  ;  and  tak  ther  the  hevedes 
of  Aries  and  Libra,  and  thyn  equinoodaL 
Abate  thanne  the  hejrghte  of  the  equi- 
noxial out  of  90  degrees,  and  thanne  60 
le>'eth  there  the  distans  of  the  pole,  51 
degrees  and  50  minutes,  of  that  regionn 
fro  the  equinoxial.  Or  elles,  yif  thee 
lest,  take  the  he3rest  altitude  fro  the 
equinoxial  of  any  sterre  fix  that  thou  65 
knowest,  and  tak  his  nethere  elongacionn 
lengthing  fro  the  same  equinoxial  lyne, 
and  wirke  in  the  maner  forseid.  And 
for  more  dedaracion,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

26.  DecUuracumn  <ij  the  osMiutonn  q/ 
signet^  Ac 

The  excellence  of  the  spere  solide, 
amonges  other  noble  conclusiouns,  shew- 
eth manifeste  the  diverse  assonciouns 
of  signes  in  diverse  places,  as  wel  in  the 
righte  oercle  as  in  the  embelif  cercle.  5 
Thise  auotours  wr3rten  that  thilke  signs 
is  cleped  of  right  ascensioun,  with  which 
more  part  of  the  cercle  equinoxial  and 
lasse  part  of  the  aodiak  ascendeth ;  and 
thilke  signs  assendeth  embelif,  with  10 
whiche  lasse  part  of  the  equinoxial  and 
more  part  of  the  zodiak  assendeth. 
Ferther-over  they  seyn,  that  in  thilke 
cuntrey  where  as  the  senith  of  hem  that 
dwellen  there  is  in  the  equinoxial  lyne,  15 
and  her  orisonte  passing  by  the  poles 
of  this  worlde,  thilke  folks  han  this  right 
cercle  and  the  right  orisonte ;  and  evere- 
mo  the  arch  of  the  day  and  the  arch  of  the 
night  if  ther  y-like  long,  and  the  sonne  ao 
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twyo8  every  yecr  passinge  tliorow  the 
senith  of  hor  hovcd ;  and  two  gomeres 
and  two  wintoroe  in  a  yecr  han  this 
forseide  poeple.    And  the  almikantcras 

*S  in  her  Astrolabies  ben  strcighte  as  a  lyne, 
80  as  sheweth  in  this  figure.  The  ntilite 
to  knowe  the  asscncioiuis  in  the  righte 
cercle  is  this :  troste  wel  that  by  media' 
cionn  of  thilke  assonciouns  thise  astro- 

90  logionSf  by  hir  tables  and  liir  instm- 
mentx,  knowen  vcrroyly  the  asscncioon 
of  every  degree  and  minnt  in  al  the  zodiak, 
OS  shal  be  shewed.  And  ru>ta^  that  this 
forscid    righto    orisonte,  that   is  cleped 

35  orison  rtctum^  di>'ydcth  the  equinoxial 
in-to  right  angles ;  and  the  ombelif  ori- 
sonte, wher-as  the  pel  is  cnhaosed  np-on 
the  orisonto,  oveikervcth  the  eqainoxial 
in  embolif  angles,  as  sheweth  in  the  figure. 

40  And  for  the  more  doclaraciuun,  lo  here 
the  figure. 

27.  This  it  (M  concluaioun  to  Jcnotoe  the 
aatencioufiB  of  aiynet  in  the  right  cercUj 
that  it,  circulut  directut,  if  c 

Set  the  heved  of  what  signe  thee  liste 
to  knowe  his  assending  in  the  right  cercle 
np-on  the  I>iie  meridional ;  and  waite 
wher  thyn  ahnury  toucheth  the  bordure, 

5  and  set  thor  a  iirikko.  Tnme  thanne  thy 
riet  westward  til  that  the  ende  of  the 
forseide  signe  sitte  up-on  the  meridional 
lyne ;  and  cft-sones  waito  wher  thyn 
almury  toucheth  the  bordure,  and  set 

10  ther  another  prikke.  Bikne  thanne  the 
nombre  of  degrees  in  the  bordure  by- 
twixe  bothe  prikkes,  and  tak  the  assen- 
cioun  of  the  signe  in  the  right  cercle. 
And    thus  maystow  wyrke  with   every 

15  porcioun  of  thy  zodiak,  &c.  And  for  the 
more  declaracioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

28.  To  knotce  the  attenciont  oftignet  in  the 
embelif  cercle  in  every  regioun,  I  mene, 
in  circulo  ohlitpio. 

Set  the  heved  of  the  signe  which  as 
thee  list  to  knowe  his  ascensioun  np-on 
the  est  orisonte,  and  waite  wher  thyn 
almury  toucheth  the  bordure,  and  set 
5  ther  a  prikke.  Tume  thanne  thy  riet 
upward  til  that  the  ende  of  the  same 


signe  sitte  up-on  the  est  orisonte,  and 
waite  eft-sones  wher  as  thyn  almury" 
toucheth  the  bordure,  and  set  ther 
a-nother  prikke.  Rikne  thanne  the  i<> 
noumbre  of  degrees  in  the  bordure  by- 
twixe  bothe  prikkes,  and  tak  ther  the 
assencioun  of  the  signe  in  the  cmbclif 
cercle.  And  undcrstond  wcl,  that  alle 
signes  in  thy  zodiak,  fro  the  heved  of  15 
Aries  unto  the  ende  of  Virgo,  l>en  clepiHl 
signes  of  the  north  fro  the  equinoxial ; 
and  those  signes  aryBon  by-twixe  the 
verrey  est  and  the  verrcy  north  in  euro 
orisonte  generaly  for  evere.  And  alle  20 
signes  fro  the  heved  of  Libra  un-to  the 
ende  of  Pisces  ben  cleped  signes  of  the 
south  fro  the  eqn inox ial ;  and  thise  signes 
aiysen  evcr-mo  by-twixe  the  verrcy  est 
and  the  verrcy  south  in  oure  orisonte.  ^5 
Also  every  signe  by-twixe  the  heved  of 
Capricome  un-to  the  cndo  of  Qeminis 
arjrseth  on  oure  orisonte  in  losse  than  two 
hourcs  cquales ;  and  thise  same  signes, 
fro  the  heved  of  Capricome  nn-to  the  3<> 
ende  of  Qeminis,  ben  eloped  ^tortuos 
signes '  or  *  oroked  signes,'  for  they  arisen 
embelif  on  oure  orisonte  ;  and  thise  cro- 
kede  signes  bon  obedient  to  the  signes 
that  ben  of  right  assencioun.  The  signes  35 
of  right  assencioun  ben  fro  the  heved  of 
Cancer  to  the  fende  of  Sagittare;  and 
thise  signes  arysen  more  upright,  and  they 
ben  called  eke  sovere>'n  signes;  and 
everich  of  hem  aryseth  in  more  space  40 
than  in  two  houres.  Of  which  signes, 
Gemini  obeyeth  to  Cancer;  and  Tanrus 
to  Leo ;  Aries  to  Virgo ;  Pisces  to  Libra  ; 
Aquarius  to  Scorpioun ;  and  Capricome 
to  Sagittare.  And  thus  ever-mo  two  45 
signes,  that  ben  y-l>*ke  fer  fh>  the  heved 
of  Capricome,  oboyen  everioh  of  hem  til 
other.  And  for  more  deolaracioun,  lo 
here  the  figure. 

29.  To  knowe  juttly  the  foure  quartert  of 
the  tcorldf  at  ett^  tcett^  north,  and  towth. 

Take  the  altitude  of  thy  sonne  whan 
thee  list,  and  note  wel  the  quarter  of  the 
world  in  which  the  sonne  is  for  the  tyme 
by  the  asimuts.  Tume  thanne  thyn 
Astrolabie,  and  set  the  degree  of  the  5 
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38.  To  knowe  the  miUh  cf  the  cUiUude  of 
thewnne^  dx. 

This  IS  no  more  to  aeyn  but  any  tyme 
of  the  day  tak  the  altitude  of  the  sonne  ; 
and  by  the  aziniut  in  which  he  stondeth, 
maystou  seen  in  which  partio  of  the  fir- 

5  mament  he  ia.  And  in  the  same  wyse 
mayston  seen,  by  the  night,  of  any  sterre, 
whether  the  sterre  sitto  est  or  west  or 
ncrth,  or  any  partie  by-twene,  after  the 
name  of  the  azimnt  in  which  is  the  sterre. 

lo  And  for  the  more  deolaracioon,  lo  here 
the  figure. 

84.  To  Jcnowe  aothly  the  degree  cf  the 
longitude  of  the  money  or  of  any  planete 
that  hath  no  latitude /or  the  tyme  fro  the 
ecliptik  lyne, 

Tak  the  altitude  of  the  mone,  and 
rikne  thyn  altitude  up  among  thyne  nl- 
mikanteras  on  which  83rde  that  the  mone 
stande;    and  set  there  a  prikke.    Tak 

5  thenne  anon-right,  up-on  the  mones  syde, 
the  altitude  of  any  sterre  fix  which  that 
thou  knowest,  and  set  his  centre  up^n 
his  altitude  among  thyn  almikanteras 
ther  the  sterre  is  founde.     Waite  thanne 

lo  which  degree  of  the  zodiak  toucheth  the 
prikke  of  the  altitude  of  the  mone,  and 
tak  ther  the  degree  in  which  the  mone 
standeth.  This  conclusioun  is  verrey 
sooth,  yif  the  sterres  in  thyn  Astrolabie 

15  stonden  after  the  trowthe :  of  oomune, 
tretis  of  Astrolabie  ne  make  non  oxcep- 
cioun  whether  the  mone  have  latitude,  or 
non  ;  ne  on  whether  syde  of  the  mone  the 
altitude  of  the  sterre  fix  be  taken.    And 

10  noto,  that  yif  the  mone  shewe  himself  hy 
light  of  day,  than  maystow  wyrke  this 
same  conclusioun  by  the  sonne,  as  wel  as 
hy  the  fix  sterre.  And  for  the  more  de- 
daracioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

85.  ITiieisthe  workinge  of  the  coficZtMiotin, 
to  knotve  yif  that  any  planete  he  directe 
or  retrograde. 

Tak  the  altitude  of  any  sterre  that  is 

deped  a  planete,  and  note  it  weL     And 

tak  eek  anon  the  altitude  of  any  sterre 

fix  that  thou  knowest,  and  note  it  wel 

S  also.    Come  thanne  agayn  the  thridde  or 


the  ferthe  night  next  folwing ;  for  thanne 
shaltow  apercejTve  wel  the  moeving  of 
a  planete,  whether  so  he  moeve  forth  ward 
or  bokward.    Awaite  wel  thanne  whan 
that  thy  sterre  fix  is  in  the  same  altitude  10 
that  she  was  whan  thou  toke  hir  first« 
altitude  ;  and  tak  than  eftsones  the  alti- 
tude  of  the  forseide  planete,  and  note  it 
weL     For  trust  wel,  3rif  so  be  that  the 
planete  be  on  the  right  syde  of  the  meri-  15 
dional  lyne,  so  that  his  seconde  altitude 
be  lasse  than    his   firste   altitude    was, 
thanne  is  the  planete  directe.    And  yif 
he  be  on  the  west  syde  in  that  condicion, 
thanne  is  he  retrograd.     And  yif  so  be  20 
that  this  planete  be  up-on  the  est  syde 
whan  his  altitude  is  taken,  so  that  his 
secounde  altitude  be  more  than  his  firste 
altitude,  thanne  is  he  retrograde,  and  yif 
he  bo  on  the  west  syde,  than  is  he  directe.  25 
But  the  contrarie  of  thise  parties  is  of  the 
cours  of  the  mone  ;  for  sothly,  the  mone 
moeveth  the  contrarie  from  othere  plan- 
etos  as  in  hir  episicle,  but  in  non  other 
manere.     And  for  the  more  declaracioun,  30 
lo  here  thy  figure. 

86.  The  conclueiouns  of  equacioum  of 
houtee^  after  the  Aetrolabie^  dee. 

Set  the  by-ginning  of  the  degree  that 
assendeth  up-on  the  ende  of  the  8  houre 
inequal ;   thanne  wol  the  by-ginning  of 
the  2  hous  sitte  up-on  the  l>'ne  of  mid- 
night.    Bemeve  tlianne  the  degree  that  5 
assendeth,  and  set  him  on  the  ende  of  Uio 
10  hour  inequal ;   and  thanne  wol  the 
byginning  of  the  3  hous  sitte  up-on  the 
midnight  lyne.    Bring  up  agayn  the  same 
degree  that  assendeth  first,  and  set  him  10 
up-on  the  orisonte ;  and  thanne  wol  the 
beginning  of  the  4  hous  sitte  up-on  the 
lyne  of  midnight.    Tak  thanne  the  nadir 
of  the  degree  that  first  assendeth,  and 
set  him  on   the   ende  of  the  2  houre  15 
inequal ;  and  thanne  wol  the  beginning 
of  the  5  hous  sitte  up-on  the  lyne  of  mid- 
night ;  set  thanne  the  nadir  of  the  assen- 
dent  on  the  ende  of  the  4  houre,  than  wol 
the  beginning  of  the  6  house  sitte  on  the  ao 
midnight  lyne.     The  beginning  of  the 
7  hous  is  nadir  of  the  assendent,  and 
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the  beginninpf  of  the  8  hons  ia  nadir  of 
the  2  ;  and  the  beginning  of  the  9  hous  is 

35  nadir  of  the  3  ;  and  the  beginning  of  the 
10  hous  is  the  nadir  of  the  4  ;  and  the  be- 
ginning of  the  II  hons  is  nadir  of  the  5  ; 
and  the  beginning  of  the  12  hons  is  nadir 
of  the  6.     And  for  the  more  declaracion, 

30  lo  liero  the  figure. 

37.  A-nother  manere  of  equacioima  cf 
hrmsea  by  the  Adrolabie. 

Tak  thyn  assendent,and  thanne  hastow 
thy  4  angles  ;  for  wel  thou  wost  that  the 
opposit  of  thjTTi  assendent,  that  is  to  seyn, 
thy  beginning  of  the  7  hons,  sit  np-on  the 
5  west  orizonte  ;  and  the  beginning  of  the 
10  hous  sit  up-on  the  lyne  meridional ; 
and  his  opposit  up-on  the  lyne  of  mid- 
night. Thanne  ley  thy  label  over  the 
degree  that  assendeth,  and  rokne  fro  the 
10  i>oint  of  thy  label  alle  the  degrees  in  the 
>K>rdure,  til  thou  come  to  the  meridional 
I^-nc  ;  and  departo  alle  thilke  degrees  in 

3  eveno  parties,  and  take  the  evene 
equacion   of  3  ;    for  ley  thy  label  over 

15  everich  of  3  parties,  and  than  maistow 
see  by  thy  label  in  which  degree  of  the 
z^Kliak  [is]  the  beginning  of  everich  of 
thise  same  houses  fro  the  assendent : 
that   is  to  sejm,  the  beginning  of  the 

20  12  house  next  above  thyn  assendent ;  and 
thanne  the  beginning  of  the  11  house; 
and  thanne  the  10,  up-on  the  meridional 
lyne ;  as  I  first  seide.  The  same  wyse 
wirke  thou  fro  the  assendent  doun  to  the 

25  lyne  of  midnight ;  and  thanne  thus 
hastow  other  3  houses,  that  is  to  seyn, 
the  beginning  of  the  2,  and  the  3,  and  the 

4  houses  ;  thanne  is  the  nadir  of  thise 
3  houses  the  beginning  of  the  3  houses 

20  that  folwen.  And  for  the  more  declara- 
cioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

3S.  To  finde  the  lyne  merydiondl  to  dtoelle 
fix  in  any  certein  place, 

Tak  a  rond  plate  of  metal ;  for  warping, 
the  brodere  the  bettre ;  and  make  ther^ 
upon  a  just  compas,  a  lite  with-in  the 
bordure  ;  and  ley  this  ronde  plate  up-on 
5  an  evene  grond,  or  on  an  evene  ston,  or 
on  an  evene  stok  fix  in  the  gronde  ;  and 


ley  it  even  by  a  level.    And  in  centre  of 
the  compas  stike  an  evene  pin  or  a  wyr 
upright ;  the  smallere  the  betere.      Set 
thy  pin  by  a  plom-rewle  evene  upright ;  10 
and  let  this    pin    be   no    lengere    than 
a  quarter  of  the  diametre  of  thj'  compas, 
fro  the  centre.     And  waite  bisily  aboute 
10  or  II  of  the  clokke ;   and  whan  the 
Sonne  shyneth,  whan  the  shadwe  of  the  15 
pin  entreth  any-thing  with-in  the  cercle 
of  thy  plate  an  heer-mele,  and  mark  ther 
a  prikke  with  inke.    Abyde  thanne  stille 
waiting  on  the  sonne  after  i  of  the  clokke, 
til  that  the  schadwe  of  the  wyr  or  of  the  ^o 
pin  passe  ony-thing  out  of  the  cercle  of 
the  compas,  be  it  never  so  lyte  ;  and  set 
ther  a-nother  prikke  of  inke.     Take  than 
a  compas,  and  mesnre  evene  the  middel 
by-twixe  bothe  prikkes ;  and  set  ther  a  »S 
prikke.     Take  thanne  a  rewie,  and  draw 
a  stryke,  evene  a-lj-ne  fro  the  pin  on-to 
the  middel  prikke ;  and  tak  ther  thy  lyne 
meridional  for  evere-mo,  as  in  that  same 
place.     And  yif  thow  drawe  a  cros-Iyne  30 
over-thwart  the  compas,  justly  over  the 
lyne  meridional,   than   hastow  est   and 
west  and  south  ;  and,  par  consequence, 
than  the  nadir  of  the  south  Ijrne  is  the 
north  lyne.     And  for  more  declaracioim,  35 
lo  here  thy  figure. 

39.  Descripcion  of  the  meridional  lyne,  of 
longitudes,  and  latitudes  of  eiUe%  and 
towneafrom  on  to  a-nother  of  clymatz. 

This  lyne  meridional  is  but  a  maner 
descripcion  of  lyne  imagined,  that  passeth 
upon  the  poles  of  tliis  world  and  by  the 
senith  of  oure  heved.  And  hit  is  y-cleped 
the  lyne  meridional ;  for  in  what  place  5 
that  any  maner  man  is  at  any  tyme  of 
the  yocr,  whan  that  the  sonne  by  moeving 
of  the  firmament  cometh  to  his  \*errey 
meridian  place,  than  ishitverrey  midday, 
that  we  clepen  oure  noon,  as  to  thilke  10 
man  ;  and  therfore  is  it  deped  the  lyne 
of  midday.  And  nota,  for  evermo,  of 
2  citees  or  of  2  tonnes,  of  whiche  that  o 
toun  aprocheth  more  toward  the  est  than 
doth  that  other  toun,  truste  wel  that  15 
thilke  tonnes  han  diverse  meridians. 
Nota  also,  that  the  arch  of  the  eqninoidal, 
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that  ia  oonteyned  or  bounded  by-twize  the 
2  meridianSf  ia  cleped  the  longitude  of 

ao  the  tonn.  And  yif  so  be  that  two  tonnes 
have  y-lyke  meridian,  or  oon  meridian, 
than  is  the  distance  of  hem  bothe  y-lyko 
fer  fro  the  rat ;  and  the  contrarie.  And 
in  this  manere  they  channge  nat  her 

as  meridian,  bnt  sothly  they  channgen  her 
almikantoras ;  for  the  enliansing  of  the 
pool  and  the  distance  of  the  sonne.  The 
longitude  of  a  cljrmat  is  a  lyno  imagined 
fro  est  to  west,  y-lyke  distant  by-twene 

JO  them  alle.  The  latitude  of  a  cljrmat  is  a 
lyne  imagined  from  north  to  south  the 
■pace  of  the  erthe,  fro  the  byginning  of 
the  Arste  cljrmat  unto  the  verrey  ende  of 
the  same  climat,  ovene  directe  agayns 

35  the  polo  artik.  Thus  seyn  some  auotours; 
and  somme  of  hem  seyn  that  yif  men 
clepen  the  latitude,  thay  mene  the  arch 
meridian  that  is  contiened  or  intercept 
by-twixe  the  senith  and  the  equinoxiaL 

40  llianne  scy  thoy  that  the  distaunce  fVo 
the  equinoxial  unto  the  cndo  of  a  clymat, 
eveno  aga3ms  the  polo  artyk,  is  the  lati- 
tude of  a  clymat  for  sothe.  And  for 
more  dedaracioun,  lo  hore  thy  figure. 

40.  To  knotoe  tcith  which  degree  of  the 
sodiak  tfiat  any  planete  <u»endUh  on  the 
orutonte^  whether  ao  that  his  latitude  be 
north  or  south. 

Knowe  by  thyn  almenak  the  degree  of 
the  ecliptik  of  any  signe  in  which  that 
the  planete  is  rokned  for  to  be,  and  that 
is  cleped  the  degree  of  his  longitude;  and 

5  knowe  also  the  degree  of  his  latitude  fro 
the  ecliptik,  north  or  south.  And  by 
thise  samples  folwinge  in  special,  may- 
stow  wirke  f  for  sothe  in  every  signe  of 
the  zodiak.     The  degree  of  the  longitude, 

10  par  aventure,  of  Venus  or  of  another 
planeto,  was  6  of  Caprioome,  and  the 
latitude  of  him  was  northward  3  degrees 
fro  the  ecliptik  lyne.  I  tok  a  subtil  com- 
pas,  and  cleped  that  oon  poynt  of  my 

15  compas  A,  and  that  other  poynt  F.  Than 
tok  I  the  point  of  A,  and  set  it  in  tlie 
ecliptik  lyne  eveno  in  my  zodiak,  in  the 
d^free  of  the  longitude  of  Venus,  that  is 
to  seyn,  in  the  6  degree  of  Capricome; 


and  thanne  sette  I  the  point  of  F  upward  ^o 
in  the  same  signe,  bycause  that  the  lati- 
tude was  north,  up-on  the  latitude  of 
Venus,  that  is  to  seyn,  in  the  6  degree  fro 
the  heved  of  Capricome  ;  and  thus  have 
I  2  degrees   by-twixe  my   two  prikkes.  ^5 
Than  leide  I  doun  softely  my  comi)as, 
and  sette  the  degree  of  the  longitude 
up-on  the  orisonte ;  tho  tok  I  and  wexede 
my  label  in  maner  of  a  peyre  tables  to 
resceyve  distinctly  the  prikkes    of  my  30 
compas.    Tho  tok  I  this  forseide  label, 
and  leide  it  fix  over  the  degree  of  my 
longitude ;  tho  tok  I  up  my  compas,  and 
sette  the  point  of  A  in  tho  wex  on  my 
label,  as  evene  as  I  coude  gcsse  over  tho  35 
ecliptik  lyne,  in  the  ende  of  tho  longi- 
tude ;  and  sette  the  point  of  F  endlang 
in  my  label  up-on  the  space  of  tho  lati- 
tude, inwarde  and  over  the  sodiak,  that 
is  to  seyn,  north-ward  fro  tho  ecliptik.  40 
Than  leide  I  doun  my  compas,  and  lokede 
wel  in  the  wey  upon  the  prikko  of  A  and 
of  F  ;   tho  turned  I  my  riet  til  that  the 
prikke  of  F  sat  up-on  the  orisonte ;  than 
saw  I  wel  that  the  body  of  Venus,  in  hir  45 
latitude    of    2    degrees    septentrionalis, 
assended,  in  the  endo  of  the  6  degree, 
in  the  heved  of  Capricome.     And  nota^ 
that  in  the  same  maner  maistow  wirke 
with  any  latitude  septentrional  in  aUe  50 
signes ;  but  sothly  the  latitude  meridional 
of  a  planete  in  Capricome  may  not  bo 
take,  by-cause  of  the  litel  space  by-twixo 
the  ecliptik  and  the  bordure  of  the  Astro- 
labie ;   but  sothly,  in  alle  other  signes  it  55 
may. 

Also  the  degree,  i>ar  aventure,  of  Jupi- 
ter or  of  a-nother  planete,  was  in  the 
first  degree  of  Pisces  in  longitude,  and 
his  latitude  was  3  degrees  meridional;  60 
tho  tok  I  the  point  of  A,  and  sette  it  in 
the  firste  degree  of  Pisces  on  the  ecliptik, 
and  thanno  sette  I  the  point  of  F  doun- 
ward  in  the  same  signe,  by-cause  that  the 
latitude  was  south  3  degrees,  that  is  to  65 
seyn,  fro  the  heved  of  Pisces  ;  and  thus 
have  I  3  degrees  by-twixe  bothe  prikkes ; 
thanne  sette  I  the  degree  of  tho  longitudo 
up-on  the  orisonte.  Tho  tok  I  my  label, 
and  leide  it  fix  upon  tho  degree  of  the  70 
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longitude ;  tho  sette  I  the  point  of  A  on 
my  label,  oveno  over  the  ecliptik  lyne,  in 
tho  onde  ovene  of  the  deforce  of  tho  longi- 
tude, and  setto  tho  point  of  F  cndlang  in 

75  my  lal>el  the  space  f  of  3  degrees  of  the 
latitude  fro  the  zodiak,  this  is  to  seyn, 
southward  fro  the  ecliptik,  toward  the 
bordure ;  and  turned  my  riet  til  tho 
prikke    of   F    snt    ujvon  the    orisoute ; 

Kc)  thanne  saw  I  wel  that  the  body  of 
Jupiter,  in  his  latitude  of  3  dcgroos 
meridional,  ascended  with  14  degrees  of 
Pisces  in  horoscoiK).  And  in  this  maner 
ranistow  wirke  with  any  hvtitudo  meri- 

{^5  dional,  as  I  first  seide,  save  in  Capricome. 
And  yif  thou  wolt  pleye  this  crafb  with 


tho  aiysing  of  the  mono,  loke  thon  rekne 
wel  hir  conrs  houro  by  houre ;  for  sho  ne 
dwelleth  nat  in  a  degree  of  hir  longitude 
but  a  litel  whyle,  as  thou  wel  knowcst ;  90 
but  natheles,  yif  thou  rekne  hir  verrcyo 
moeving  by  thy  tables  houro  after  houre, 
fthou  shalt  do  wel  y-now. 

Explicit  tradatui  de  Conclusionibus  Attro- 
labii^  compUattu  per  Oal/Hdum  Chau- 
ciera  ad  Filiuvi  auum  Lodewicum^ 
Kolarem  iumi  temporia  OroniCy  ac  tub 
tutela  ilUua  nobilisaimi  philoaophi  Ma- 
gigtri  X,  Strode,  etc 
4        *        «        «        «        *        « 


SUPPLEMENTARY  PROPOSITIONS. 


41.  Umbra  Recta. 

Yif  it  so  bo  that  thou  wilt  worko  by 
umbra  rdctn^  and  thou  mny  come  to  tho 
bas  of  the  toiiro,  in  this  manor  thou 
schalt  wcrke.  Tak  tho  altitude  of  the 
5  tour  \ty  bothe  holes,  so  that  thy  rewlo 
li^fo  even  in  a  poynt.  Ensample  ns 
thus  :  I  see  him  thorw  at  the  jwynt  of  4  ; 
than  mete  I  tho  space  be-twoen  me  and 
tho  tour,  and  I  findo  it  20  feet ;   than 

10  be-hoUlo  I  how  4  is  to  12,  right  so  is  tho 
space  botwixo  tliee  and  the  tour  to  the 
altitude  of  tlic  tour.  For  4  is  tho  thridde 
part  of  I  J,  so  is  the  s;->.ico  bo-tween  thee 
and  tho  tour  tho  thridde  part  of  the 

15  altitude  of  the  tour  ;  than  thryes  30  feet 
is  the  heyghte  of  tho  tour,  with  adding  of 
tlijTi  owne  persone  to  thyn  eyo.  And 
til  is  rewlo  is  so  general  in  umbra  recta, 
Iro  the  poynt  of  oon  to  u.    And  yif  thy 

30  rowle  falle  upon  5,  than  is  5  la-partyes  of 
tho  hoypfht  the  space  be-twoen  thee  and 
tho  tonre ;  with  adding  of  thyn  owne 
heyght. 

42.  Umbra  Versa, 

Another  maner  of  werkinge,  by  vmbra 
verm.     Yif  so  bo  that  thou  may  nat  como 


to  tho  has  of  tho  tour,  I  see  him  thorw 
the  nombro  of  i  ;  I  sotto  ther  a  prikke  at 
my  fote  ;  than  go  I  neor  to  tho  tour,  and  5 
I  see  him  thorw  at  tho  poynt  of  2,  and 
there  I  setto  a-nothor  prikke;  and  I 
beholdo  how  i  hath  him  to  la,  and  ther 
Ande  I  that  it  hath  him  twelfo  sythes; 
than  bcholde  I  how  2  hath  him  to  la,  and  lu 
thou  shalt  findo  it  sexe  sythes ;  than  thou 
shalt  findo  that  as  12  above  6  is  tho 
numbro  of  6,  right  so  is  tho  space 
between  thy  two  prikkes  the  space  of  6 
tymes  thyn  altitude.  And  note,  that  at  15 
tho  forsto  altitude  of  i,  thou  settost  a 
prikke ;  and  afterward,  whan  thou  seest 
him  at  2,  ther  thou  settost  an-othor 
prikke ;  than  thou  findest  between  two 
prikkys  60  feet ;  than  thou  shalt  ftnde  20 
that  10  is  tho  6-party  of  6a  And  thon  is 
10  feet  the  altitude  of  tho  tour.  For 
other  poyntis,  yif  it  fiUo  in  umbra  verm, 
as  thus  :  I  sette  caas  it  fill  upon  fa,  and 
at  the  secundo  upon  f  3  ;  than  schalt  thou  25 
finde  that  2  is  6  partyes  of  12  ;  and  3  is  4 
partyos  of  la ;  than  passcth  6  4,  by 
nombro  of  2  ;  so  is  tho  space  between  two 
prikkes  twyes  the  heyghte  of  tho  tour. 
And  yif  the  differeus  were  thryes,  than  30 
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45.   Another  manere  to  knotoe  tl^e  mene 

mote. 

Whan  thon  wolt  make  the  xnene  mote 
of  eny  planete  to  be  hy  Arsechieles  tables, 
take  thy  rote,  the  yrhiche  is  for  the  yere 
of  oure  lord  1397 ;  and  if  so  be  that  thy 
5  yerc  be  possid  the  date,  wryte  that  date, 
and  than  wryte  the  nombore  of  the  yeres. 
Than  with<drawe  the  yoros  out  of  the 
yeres  that  ben  passed  that  rote.  £n- 
sampnl  as  thos :   the  yore  of  onro  lord 

10  1400,  fl  woldo  witen,  precise,  my  rote ; 
than  wroot  I  furst  140a  And  under  that 
nombero  I  wrote  a  1397 ;  than  withdrow 
I  the  last-e  nombore  out  of  that,  and  than 
fond  I  the  residue  was  3  yere ;  I  wiste 

15  that  3  yere  was  passed  fro  the  rote,  the 
whiche  was  writcn  in  tny  tables.  Than 
afber-ward  soghto  I  in  my  tables  the  armis 
collect  is  et  cjrpanais^  and  among^  myn 
oxx>anse  yores  fond  I  3  yeer.     Than  tok 

20  I  alle  the  signes,  deg^es,  and  minutes, 
that  I  fond  dirocte  under  the  same 
planete  that  I  wroghte  for,  and  wroot  so 
many  signos,  degrees,  and  minut«s  in  my 
slate,  and  after-ward  added  I  to  signes, 

35  degrees,  minutes,  and  secoundes,  the 
whiche  I  fond  in  my  rote  the  yere  of  oure 
lord  1397;  and  kepte  the  residue;  and 
than  had  I  t)ie  mene  mote  for  tlie  laste 
day  of  Dcccmbore.     And  if  thou  woldest 

30  wote  the  mene  mote  of  any  planete  in 
March,  Aprile,  or  May,  other  in  any  other 
tyme  or  monuth  of  the  yere,  loke  how 
many  monethcs  and  dayes  ben  passed 
from  the  laste  day  of  Deccmbere,  the  yere 

35  of  oure  lord  1400 ;  and  so  with  monothes 
and  dayes  entore  in-to  thy  table  ther 
thou  findcst  thy  mene  moto  y-writen  in 
monothes  and  daj'os,  and  tiike  alio  tho 
signes,  degrees,  minutes,  and  secoundes 

40  that  thou  findcst  y-writo  in  dirocte  of  thy 
monothes,  and  adde  to  signes,  degree 
minutos,  and  secoundes  that  thou  ftndest 
with  thy  rote  tho  yere  of  euro  lord  1400, 
und  tho  residue  that  leveth  is  the  mene 

45  mote  for  that  same  day.  And  note,  if  hit 
so  be  that  thou  woldest  wote  the  mene 
moto  in  any  yore  that  is  lasse  than  thy 


rote,  with<drawe  tho  nombere  of  so  many 
yerra  as  hit  is  lasso  than  tho  yere  of  oure 
lord  a  1397,  and  kepe  the  residue ;  and  so  50 
many  yeres,  monothes,  and  dayes  entore 
in-to  thy  tabelis  of  thy  mene  moto.  And 
take  alle  the  signes,  degrees,  and  minutes, 
and  secoundes,  that  thou  findest  in 
directs  of  alio  the  yores,  monothes,  and  55 
dayes,  and  wiyte  hem  in  thy  slate ;  and 
abovo  thilke  nombero  wiyte  the  signes, 
degrees,  minutes,  and  secoundes,  the 
whiche  thou  findest  with  thy  rote  the 
yere  of  oure  lord  a  1397 ;  and  with<drawe  60 
alle  the  nothere  signes  and  degrees  fro 
the  signes  and  degrees,  minutes,  and 
secoundes  of  other  signes  with  thy  rote ; 
and  thy  residue  tliat  leveth  is  thy  mene 
mote  for  that  day.  6$ 

46.  F\fr  to  knotpe  at  tchai  houre  ofiht  day^ 
or  of  the  night,  ahal  bejlode  or  ebbe  *. 

First  wite  thou  certeinly,  how  that 
haven  stondoth,  that  thou  list  to  werko 
for ;  that  is  to  say  in  whiche  place  of  the 
firmament  tho  mono  being,  makoth  fulle 
see.  Tlian  awayte  thou  rcdily  in  what  5 
degree  of  the  sodiak  that  the  mono  at 
that  tyme  is  inne.  Bringe  furth  than 
the  labello,  and  set  the  point  therof  in 
that  same  cost  that  tho  mono  makoth 
flodo,  and  set  thou  there  the  degree  of  10 
the  mono  according  with  tho  oggo  of  the 
label.  Than  afterward  awayte  where  is 
than  tho  degree  of  the  sonno,  at  that 
tyme.  Remove  thou  than  tho  label  fro 
tho  mono,  and  bringe  and  sett«  it  justly  15 
upon  the  dcgnroe  of  tho  sonno.  And  the 
point  of  tho  hibol  shal  than  dcclaro  to 
thoo,  at  what  houre  of  tho  day  or  of  the 
night  shal  bo  flodo.  And  there  also 
maist  thou  wite  by  the  same  point  of  the  ao 
label,  whether  it  be,  at  that  same  tyme, 
flixlo  or  ebbe,  or  half  fiode,  or  quarter 
flodo,  or  ebbo,  or  lialf  or  quarter  ebbo  ;  or 
ellis  at  what  houre  it  was  last,  or  shal 
be  next  by  night  or  by  day,  thou  than  25 
shalt  esely  kuowe,  &o.  Furthormore,  if 
it  so  be  that  thou  happe  to  worke  for  this 
matore  aboute  tho  tyme  of  the  con junc- 
cioun,  bringe  furthe  the  degree  of  the 


*  Perhapi  not  genuine. 
P 
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30  mone  with  the  labelle  to  that  coste  as  it 
is  before  seyd.  Bat  than  thou  shalt 
onderstonde  that  thou  may  not  bringe 
fnrthe  the  label  fro  the  degree  of  the 
mone  as  thoa  dide  before;  for^why  the 

35  Sonne  is  than  in  the  same  degree  with 
the  mone.  And  so  thou  may  at  that 
tyme  by  the  point  of  the  labelle  nn- 
remeved  knowe  the  hoare  of  the  flode  or 
of  the  ebbe,  as  it  is  before  seyd,  &o.    And 

40  evermore  as  thou  findest  the  mono  passe 


fro  the  Sonne,  so  remeye  thoa  the  labello 
than  fro  the  degree  of  the  mone,  and 
bringe  it  to  the  degree  of  the  sonne. 
And  worke  thoa  than  as  thou  dide  before, 
&C.  Or  elles  knowe  thoa  what  hoare  it  45 
is  that  thoa  art  inne,  by  ihyn  instra- 
ment.  Than  bringe  thoa  Airth  fro 
thennes  the  labelle  and  ley  it  apon  the 
degree  of  the  mone,  and  therby  may 
thoa  wite  also  whan  it  was  flode,  or  whan  50 
it  wol  be  next,  be  it  night  or  day ;  &c 


THE   CANTERBURY  TALES. 
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GROUP  A.     THE  PROLOGUE. 


Here  biginneth  the  Book  of  the  Tales  of  Catmterbnry. 


Whas  that  Aprille  with  his  shonaes  sote 
The  droghte  of  Marche  hath  perced  to 

the  roto, 
And  bathed  every  veyne  in  swich  licotir, 
Of  which  vertu  engendred  is  the  flour  ; 
Whan  Zephims  cek  with  his  swete  breetii  5 
Inspired  hath  in  every  holt  and  heeth 
The  t«ndre  croppes,  and  the  yonge  sonne 
Hath  in  the  Ram  his  halfe  conrs  y-ronne, 
And  smale  fowlcs  xnaken  molodye, 
That  slepen  al  the  night  with  open  y6,  xo 
(So  priketh  hem  natnre  in  hir  corages) : 
Than  longen  folk  to  goon  on  pilgrimages 
(And    palmers    for    to    seken    strannge 

strondes) 
To  feme  halwcs,  conthe  in  sondry  londes ; 
And  specially,  from  every  shires  ende    15 
Of  Engclond,  to  Cannterbuiy  they  wende, 
The  holy  blisfnl  martir  for  to  seke, 
That  hem  hath  holpen,  whan  that  they 

were  seke. 
Bifel  thatf  in  that  seson  on  a  day, 
In  South werk  at  the  Tabard  as  I  lay     ao 
Hedy  to  wenden  on  my  pilgrimage 
To  Caunterbury  with  ftil  devout  corage, 
At  night  was  come  in-to  that  hostelrye 
Wei  nyne  and  twenty  in  a  companye, 
Of  sondry  folk,  by  aventure  y-falle         25 
I  n  felawshipe,  and  pilgrims  were  they  alle, 
That  toward  Caunterbury  wolden  ryde  ; 
Tlie  chambres  and  the  stables  weren  wyde, 
And  wel  we  weren  esed  atte  beste. 
And  uhortly,  whan  the  sonne  was  to  reste, 


So  hadde  I  spoken  with  hem  everichon,  31 
That  I  was  of  hir  felawshipe  anon, 
And  made  forward  erly  for  to  rj-se, 
To  take  our  wey,  ther  as  I  yow  devysc. 
But  natheles,  whyl  I  have  tyme  and 

space,  35 

Er  that  I  ferther  in  this  tale  pace, 
Me  thinketh  it  aoordaunt  to  resoun. 
To  telle  yow  al  the  condicioun 
Of  eoh  of  hem,  so  as  it  semed  me. 
And  whiche  they  weren,  and  of  what 

degree ;  40 

And  eek  in  what  array  that  they  were 

inne: 
And  at  a  knight  than  wol  I  first  biginne. 
A  Khiobt  ther  was,  and  that  a  worthy 

man,  Knight 

That  fro  the  tyme  that  he  first  bigan 
To  ryden  out,  he  loved  chivalrye,  45 

Trouthe  and  honour,  fredom  and  cur- 

teisye. 
Ful  worthy  was  he  in  his  lordes  werre. 
And  therto    hadde    he    riden  (no  man 

ferre) 
As  wel  in  Cristendom  as  hetheneaw, 
And  ever  honoured  for  his  worthineMe.  50 
At  Alisaundre  he  was,  whan  it  was 

wonne; 
Ful  ofte  tyme  he  hadde  the  bord  bigonne 
Aboven  alle  nacioons  in  Pmce. 
In  Lettow  hadde  he  reysed  and  in  Bnce, 
No  Cristen  man  so  ofte  of  his  degree.    55 
In  G^made  at  the  tege  eek  hadde  he  be 
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Of  Algezir,  and  ridon  in  Belmar^'e. 
At  Lyeys  was  he,  and  at  Satalje, 
AVhan   they  were  wonne ;    and  in  the 

Grete  See 
At  many  a  noble  aryve  hadde  he  be      60 
At  mortal  batoiUes  hadde  he  been  fiitone, 
And  fonghten  for  our  feith  at  TramUseno 
In  listes  thryes,  and  ay  slayn  his  fo. 
This  ilke  worthy  knight  had  l>een  also 
Homtymo  with  the  lord  of  Falatyo,         65 
Ageyn  another  hothen  in  Torkye  : 
And  evermore  ho  hadde  a  soverejm  prys. 
And  though  that  he  wore  worthy,  he  was 

wys, 
And  of  his  port  as  moke  as  is  a  mayda 
Ho  never  yet  no  vileinye  no  sayde  70 

In  al  his  lyf,  nn-to  no  manor  wight. 
He  was  a  vorray  parfit  gcntil  knight. 
But  for  to  tcllen  yow  of  his  array, 
HLs  hors  wore  gode,  but  he  was  nat  ga^'. 
Of  ftistian  lie  wered  a  giponn  75 

Al  bismotered  with  his  habergeonn ; 
For  he  was  late  y-come  from  his  viago, 
And  wente  for  to  doon  his  pilgrimage. 
With  him  thor  was  his  sone,  a  yong 

SQUTERi  Squyer. 

A  lovyere,  and  a  lusty  bachelor,  80 

With  lokkes  crullo,  as  they  were  leyd  in 

presse. 
Of  twenty  ycer  of  age  he  was,  I  gesse. 
Of  his  stature  he  was  of  ovone  lengthc, 
And   wonderly    deliver,    and    greet    of 

strcngthe. 
And  he  had  been  somtyme  inchivachye,  85 
In  Flaundres,  in  Artoys,  and  Pioardye, 
And  bom  him  wel,  as  of  so  litel  space, 
In  hope  to  stonden  in  his  lady  grace. 
Embrouded  was  he,  as  it  were  a  mode 
Al  ful  of  frcsshe  flourcs,  whyte  and  rede.  90 
Singinge  ho  was,  or  fioytinge,  al  the  day ; 
He  was  as  fresh  as  is  the  month  of  May. 
Short  was  his  goune,  with  sieves  longo 

and  wyde. 
Wei  coude  he  sitte  on  hors,  and  faire  ryde. 
He  ooude  songes  make  and  wel  endyte,  95 
Justo  and  eek  daunce,  and  wel  portreye 

and  wryte. 
So  bote  he  lovode,  that  by  nightertalo 
He  sleep  namore  than  dooth  a  nightingale. 
Curtei's  he  was,  lowly,  and  servisable. 
And  carf  bifom  his  fader  at  the  table.  100 


A  Yemav  hadde  he,  and  servaunts  namo 
At  that  tyme,  for  him  liste  ryde  so ; 
And  he  was  clad  in  cote  and  hood  of 

grene ;  Yeman. 

A    sheef   of    pecok-arwes    brighte    and 

kene 
Under  his  belt  he  bar  ful  thriftily ;       105 
(Wel  coude  he  drosse  his  tokol  yemanly  : 
His  arwes  dronped  noght  with  fetheros 

lowe), 
And  in  his  hand  he  bar  a  mighty  bowe. 
A  not-heed  hadde  he,  with  a  broun  visage. 
Of wode-craft  wol  coude  he  al  th^usago.  1 10 
Upon  his  arm  he  bar  a  gay  bracer, 
And  by  his  syde  a  swerd  and  a  bokeler, 
And  on  that  other  syde  a  gay  daggere, 
Hamoised  wol,   and  sharp  as  point  of 

spere; 
A  Cristofre  on  his  brest  of  silver  shone.  1 15 
An  horn  he  bar,  the  bawdrik  was  of 

grene; 
A  forster  was  he,  soothly,  as  I  gesse. 

Ther  was  also  a  Nonne,  a  Pbioressx, 
That  of  hir  smyling  was  ful  simple  and 

coy ;  Priorease. 

Hir  grotteste   ooth  was   but    by  sSynt 

Ixjy ;  120 

And  she  was  doped  madame  Eglentjrne. 
Ful  wel  she  song  the  service  divyne, 
Entunod  in  hir  nose  tal  semely ; 
And  Frensh  she  spak  ful  faire  and  fetisly, 
After  the  scole  of  Stratford  atte  Bowo,  135 
For  Frensh  of  Paris  was  to  hir  unknowe. 
At  mete  wel  y-taught  was  she  with-alle ; 
She  leet  no  morsel  f^rom  hir  lippes  falle, 
Ko  wette  hir  fingres  in  hir  sauce  depe. 
Wel  coude  she  carie  a  morsel,  and  wel 

kepe,  130 

That  no  drope  ne  fille  up^n  hir  brest. 
In  curteiiQre  was  set  Ail  muche  hir  lest. 
Hir  over  lippe  wyped  sho  so  dene. 
That  in  hir  coppe  was  no  ferthing  sene 
Of  groce,  whan  she  dronken  hadde  hir 

druughte.  135 

Ful  semely  after  hir  mete  she  raoghto, 
And  sikerly  she  was  of  greet  disport, 
And  fUL  plesaont,  and  amiable  of  port, 
And  i>eyned  hir  to  oountrefete  ohere 
Of  court,  and  been  estatlich  of  manere,  140 
And  to  ben  holden  digne  of  reversnoe. 
But|  for  to  speken  of  hir  oonsoienoe, 
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She  was  so  charitable  and  so  pitonfl, 
She  wolde  wei>e,  if  that  she  sawe  a  mous 
Caught  in  a  trappe,  if  it  were  deed  or 

bleddc.  145 

Of  smale  honndos  had  she,  that  she  fedde 
With  rostcd  flesh,  or  milk  and  wastel- 

breed. 
But  sore  weep  she  if  oon  of  hem  were 

deed, 
Or  if  men  smoot  it  with  a  yerde  smerte : 
And  al  was  conscience  and  tendre  herto. 
Pol  somcly  hir  wimpel  pinched  was ;   151 
Hir  nose  tretys ;  hir  eyen  greye  as  glas  ; 
Hir  mouth  ful  smal,  and  ther-to  softo  and 

reed  ; 
But  sikerly  she  haddo  a  fair  forheed  ; 
1 1  was  almost  a  spanne  brood,  I  trowe ;  155 
For,  hardily,  she  was  nat  undergrowe. 
Fill  fetis  was  hir  cloko,  as  I  whs  war. 
Of  smal  coral  abouto  hir  arm  she  bar 
A  peiro  of  bodes,  gandf^d  al  with  g^ne ; 
And  thcr-on  heng  a  broche  of  gold  fol 

shene,  160 

On  which  ther  was  first  write  a  crowned  A, 
And  alter,  Amor  vincit  omnia.        Nonne. 

Another  Norkk  with  hir  hadde  she, 
Tliat  was  hir  chapclcjnie,  and  PaKxsm 

THKEK.  3  Preestes. 

A  MoHK  ther  was,  a  fair  for  the  maistrye, 

An  oui-rydere,  that  lovede  venerye  ;     166 

A  manly  man,  to  been  an  abbot  able. 

Ful  many  a  deyntee  hors  hadde  he  in 

stable :  Monk. 

And,   whan  he  rood,   men    mighto  his 

brydel  here 
Oinglen  in  a  whistling  wind  as  dere,  170 
And  eok  as  loudo  as  dooth  the  chai>el- 

belle 
Ther  as  this  lord  was  keper  of  the  cello. 
The   reule  of  seint   Maure  or  of  seint 

Beneit, 
By-cause  that  it  was  old  and  som-del 

streit, 
This  ilke  monk  Icot  olde  thingespaco,  175 
And    held   after   the    nowe   world   the 

8i>ace. 
Ho  yaf  nat  of  that  text  a  pulled  hon. 
That  seith,  that  hunters  been  nat  holy 

men  ; 
No  that  a  monk,  whan  he  is  cloisterlees, 
Is  lykned  til  a  fish  that  is  waterlees ;   180 


This  is  to  seyn,  a  monk  out  of  his  cloistre. 
But  thilke  text  held  he  nat  worth  an 

oistre; 
And  I  seydo,  his  opinioun  was  good. 
What  sholde  he  studie,  and  make  him- 

selven  wood. 
Upon  a  book  in  cloistre  alwey  to  poure,  185 
Or  swinken  with  his  handes,  and  laboure. 
As  Austin  bit  ?    How  shal  the  world  be 

served? 
Lat  Austin  have  his  swink  to  him  reserved. 
Therfore  he  was  a  pricasour  aright ; 
Qrehonndes  he  hadde,  as  svrifle  as  fowel 

in  flight ;  191) 

Of  priking  and  of  hunting  for  the  hare 
Was  al  his  lust,  for  no  cost  wolde  ho 

spare. 
I  seigh  his  sieves  purfiled  at  the  bond 
With  gr3^,  and  that  the  fyneste  of  a  lond ; 
And,  for  to  festne  his  hood  under  his 

chin,  195 

He  hadde  of  gold  y-wroght  a  curious  pin : 
A  love-knotte  in  the  gretter  ende  ther  was. 
His  heed  was  balled,  that  shoon  as  any 

glas. 
And  eek  his  face,  as  he  had  been  anoint. 
He  was  a  lord  fVil  fat  and  in  good  point ;  20i> 
His  eyen  stepe,  and  rollingo  in  his  heed. 
That  stemed  as  a  fomcys  of  a  leed  ; 
His  botes  souple,  his  hors  in  greet  estat. 
Now  certeinly  he  was  a  fair  prelat ; 
He  was  nat  pale  as  a  for-pyned  gooet.  205 
A  fat  swan  loved  he  best  of  any  roost. 
His  palfrey  was  as  broun  as  is  a  berye. 
A  Fkkre  ther  was,  a  wantown  and  a 

meiye,  Frere. 

A  limitonr,  a  fal  solempne  man«  209 

In  alle  the  ordres  foure  is  noon  that  can 
So  muche  of  daliaunce  and  fair  langage. 
Ho  haddo  maad  ful  many  a  manage 
Of  yonge  wommen,  at  his  owne  cost. 
Un-to  his  ordro  he  was  a  noble  post. 
Ful  wel  biloved  and  famulier  was  he    215 
With  frankele>'ns  ovcr-al  in  his  contree, 
And  eek  with  worthy  wonunen  of  tho 

toun  : 
For  he  had  i>owcr  of  confessionn, 
As  soyde  hirn-solf,  more  than  a  curat, 
For  of  his  ordro  ho  was  licentiat.  aaa 

Ful  swetoly  hcrtlo  he  confessioun. 
And  plesaunt  was  his  absolucionn  ; 
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He  was  an  eay  man  to  yeve  ponaonco 
Ther  as  he  wiste  to  hau  a  good  pitannoo ; 
For  Tinto  a  povre  ordro  for  to  yive        225 
Ts  eigne  that  a  man  is  wel  y-shrive. 
For  if  he  yaf,  he  dorste  make  avannt, 
He  wiste  that  a  man  was  repentannt. 
For  many  a  man  so  hard  is  of  his  herte, 
He  may  nat  wepe   al-th(^h    him    sore 

smerto.  230 

Therfore,  in  stede  of  weping  and  preyeros, 
Men  moot  yevo  silver  to  the  povre  freres. 
His  tipet  was  ay  farsed  ful  of  knyves 
And  pinnes,  for  to  yeven  faire  wyves. 
And  certoinly  ho  hadde  a  mory  note  ;  355 
Wel  coude  he  singe  and  plejren  on  a  rote. 
Of  yeddiuges  he  bar  utterly  the  prys. 
His  nekke  whyt  was  as  the  floar<de-lys ; 
Thcr-to  he  strong  was  as  a  championn. 
Ho  knew  the  taremes  wel  in  every  tonn, 
And  everich  hostiler  and  tappestere    241 
Bet  than  a  lazar  or  a  boggestcre  ; 
For  xin-to  swich  a  worthy  man  as  he 
Acordod  nat,  as  by  his  faonltoo,  244 

To  have  with  seke  lazars  aqneyntauncc. 
It  is  nat  honest,  it  may  nat  avannce 
For  to  delen  with  no  swich  poraille, 
Bat  al  with  richo  and  sellers  of  vitaille. 
And  over-al,  ther  as  profit  sholde  arjrse, 
Cnrtej's  he  was,  and  lowly  of  servyso.  250 
Ther  nas  no  man  no-wher  so  vertaons. 
He  was  the  bcste  beggcre  in  his  hons  ; 
fAnd    yaf    a    certeyn    forme    for   the 

grannt ;  252  h 

■j-Noon  of  his  bretheren  cam  ther  in  his 

haunt ;  252  c 

For  thogh  a  widwe  hoddo  noght  a  sho. 
So  i)lesaunt  was  his  '  In  principio^* 
Yet  wolde  he  have  a  forthing,  er   he 

wento.  255 

]  f  is  purchas  was  wel  bettre  than  liis  rente. 
And  rage  he  coude,  as  it  were  right  a 

wholpc. 
In    love-dayes   ther    coude    he    muchel 

hclpe.  (260) 

For  there  he  was  nat  lyk  a  cloisterer. 
With  a  thrcdbar    cope,  as    is  a  povre 

scoler,  260 

But  he  was  lyk  a  maistur  or  a  pope. 
Of  double  worsted  was  his  somi-copo, 
That  rounded  as  a  belle  out  of  the  presse. 
Sumwhat  he  lipsed,  for  his  wantownesse, 


To  make  his  English  sweto  up-on  his 

tonge ;  265 

And  in  his  harping,  whan  that  he  had 

songe, 
His  oyen  twinkled  in  his  heed  aright, 
As    doon    the    sterres    in    the    frosty 

night.  (ijo) 

This  worthy  limitour  was  oleped  Huberd. 

A  Marcuast  was  ther  with  a  forked 

herd,  Marchant 

In  mottelee,  and  hye  on  horse  he  sat,  271 
Up-on  his  heed  a  Flaundrish  bever  hat ; 
His  botes  clasped  faire  and  fctisly. 
His  resons  he  spak  ful  solempnely,       274 
Souninge  alway  th'oncrecs  of  his  winning. 
He  wolde  the  see  were  kept  for  any  thing 
Bitwise  Middelburgh  and  Orewelle. 
Wel   coude    he    in    eschaunge  sheeldes 

selle.  (28r>) 

This  worthy  man  ful  wel  his  wit  bisett-e  ; 
Ther  wiste  no  wight  that  he  was  in  dette, 
So  estatly  was  he  of  his  govemnuncc,  281 
With  his  barga^mes,  and  with  his  chevi- 

saunce. 
For  sothe  he  was  a  worthy  man  with-alle, 
But  sooth  to  seyn,  I  noot  how  men  him 

calle.  Clerk. 

A  Clkbk  ther  was  of  Oxenford  also. 
That  un-to  logik  hadde  longo  y-go.       aH^i 
As  lene  was  his  liors  as  is  a  rake. 
And  he  nas  nat  right  fat,  I  undertake ;  (390) 
But  loked  holwe,  and  ther-to  soberly. 
Ful  thredbar  was  his  overest  courtepy ;  joo 
For  he  hod  goten  him  yet  no  benel'yco, 
Ne  was  so  worldly  for  to  have  ofiyce. 
For  him  was  lever  have  at  his  bcddos 

hee<l 
Twenty  bokcs,  clad  in  blak  or  reed. 
Of  Aristotle  and  his  philosophye,  21)$ 

Than  robes  richo,  or  fithole,  or  gay  sautrye. 
But  al  bo  that  he  was  a  philosophre, 
Yet  hadde  he  but  litel  gold  in  cofre ;  (500) 
But  al  that  he  mighte  of  his  freendes 

honte, 
On  bokes  and  on  leminge  he  it  spente,  31.10 
And  bisily  gan  for  the  soules  preye 
Of  hem  that  yaf  him  whor-with  to  scoleyo. 
Of  studio  took  ho  most  euro  and  m<xit 

hede. 
N(^ht  o  word  spok  he  more  than  was 

nede. 
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And  that  was  scyd  in  formo  and  rever- 


ence. 


305 


And    short    and  quik,   and    ful    of   hy 

sentence. 
Souninge  in  moral  vertu  was  his  speclie, 
And  gladly  wolde  he  leme,  *and  gladly 

teche.  ManofLawe.  (310) 

A  Sjbrqeakt  of  ms  Lawk,  war  and  wys, 
Tliat  often  hadde  been  at  the  parvys,  310 
Ther  was  also,  ful  riche  of  excellence. 
Discreet  he  was,  and  of  g^et  reverence  : 
He   semed  swich,  his  wordes  weren  so 

WJ'SO. 

•Tiistyce  ho  was  ful  often  in  ossyse,        314 
By  patonte,  and  by  pleyn  conunissioun ; 
For  his  science,   and  for  his  heigh  re- 
noun 
Of  foes  and  robes  haddo  he  many  oon. 
So    greet    a    purchasour    was    no-wher 

noon.  (3io) 

Al  was  fee  simple  to  him  in  effect, 
His  purchasing  mighto  nat  been  infect.  330 
No-wher  so  bisy  a  man  as  he  ther  nas. 
And  yet  ho  semo^l  bisior  than  he  was. 
In  termes  hadde  ho  caas  and  domes  alio, 
That  from  the  tymo  of  king  William  were  i 

folle. 
Therto  he  coudo   ondjrtc,   and   make  a 

thing,  325 

Ther    coude    no    wight    junche    at    his 

wryting ; 
And  every  stiitut  coudo  ho  plo."vn  by  rote. 
He  rood  but  hoomly  in  a  mod  lee  cote  (330) 
Girt  with  a  ccint  of  silk,  with  barrcs 

smale; 
Of  his  array  tollo  I  no  lenger  tale.        330 

A  Frahkeleyn  was  in  his  companyo ; 
Whyt  was  his  herd,  as  is  the  da^'esj'O., 
Of  his  complexioun  ho  was  sangwyn. 
Wei  loved  he  by  the  morwe  a  sop  in 

wyn.  Frankeleyn. 

To  liven  in  delyt  was  over  his  wone,     335 
For  he  was  Epicurus  owne  sone, 
Tliat  heeld  opinioun,  that  pleyn  delyt 
Was  verraiiy  feliciteo  parfyt,  (340) 

An  liousholdore,  and  that  a  greet,  was  he  ; 
Seint  Julian  ho  was  in  his  contrce.  340 
His  breed,  his  olo,  was  alwey  after  oon ; 
A  bettre  envyncd  man  was  no-wher  noon. 
Wlth-oute  bake  meto  was  never  his  hous. 
Of  liJi  and  flesh,  and  that  so  plcntevoos, 


It    snowed    in  his    hous    of  mete    and 

drinke,  345 

Of  alle  deyntees  that  men  coude  thinko. 
After  the  sondry  sesons  of  the  year,  (349) 
So  chaunged  he  his  mete  and  his  sopor. 
Ful  many  a  fat  partrich  hadde  he  in 

mewe. 
And  many  a  breem  and  many  a  luce  in 

stewe.  350 

Wo  was  liis  cook,  but-if  his  sauce  were 
Poynaunt  and  sharp,  and  redy  al  his  gere. 
His  table  dormant  in  his  hallo  alway 
Stood  redy  covered  al  the  longe  day. 
At  sessiouns  ther  was  he  lord  and  sire ;  355 
Ful  ofte  tyme  he  was  knight  of  the  shire. 
An  aulas  and  a  gipser  al  of  silk  (359) 

Heng  at  his  girdol,  whyt  as  mome  milk. 
A  shirreve  hadde  ho  been,  and  a  countoor ; 
Was  no-wher  such  a  worthy  vavasour.  360 
An  Habebdasbukr  and  a  CARPxirrxa, 

Haberdassher.    Carpenter. 
A  Webbk,  a  Dterx,  and  a  Tapickr, 

Webbe.    Dyere.    Tapicer. 
Wore  with  us  eok,  clothed  in  o  livcree, 
Of  a  solompne  and  greet  fratemitee.    364 
Ful  fresh  and  newe  hir  gere  apyked  was ; 
Hir  kny\'es  were  y-chaped  noght  with 

bras, 
But  al  with  silver,  wroght  tol  clone  and 

weel,  (369) 

Hir  girdles  and  hir  pouches  overy-dccL 
Wei  semed  ech  of  hem  a  fair  burge>-s, 
To  sitten  in  a  ycldhalle  on  a  deys.        370 
Everich,  for  the  wisdom  that  he  can, 
Was  shaply  for  to  been  an  alderman. 
For  catol  hadde  they  y-nogh  and  rente, 
And  eok  hir  wyvcs  wolde  it  wel  assente ; 
And  ellcs  cortcin  wero  they  to  blame.  375 
It  is  ful  fair  to  been  y-clopt  *  ma  dams,* 
And  goon  to  vigilyCs  al  bifore. 
And  havo  a  mtuitol  royaUicho  y-bore.  (380) 
A  Cook  they  haddo  with  horn  for  the 

nones.  Cook. 

To  boille  the  cliiknes  with  the  maiy- 

bones,  380 

And  i>oudre-marchant  tart,  and  galingale. 
Wel    coudo    he    knowo    a    draughte    of 

London  ale. 
He  coudo  roste,  and  sethe,  and  broille, 

and  fr>'e, 
Makon  mortreux,  and  wel  bake  a  pjre. 
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But  preet  harm  was  it,  as  it  thonghte 
mo,  385 

Thnt  on  his  shine  a  mormal  hoddo  ho ; 
For  blankmanger,  that  mado  ho  with  tho 
bcste.  (389) 

A  SniPMAH  was  thcr,  woninj;  fer  by 
wcsto :  Shlpman. 

Tot  anght  I  woot,  he  was  of  Dcrtemoiithe. 
He  rood  np-on  a  ronncy,  as  he  couthe,  390 
In  a  gowno  of  falding  to  tlio  knee. 
A  daggore  hanging  on  a  laas  haddo  ho 
Abonto  his  nokke  under  his  arm  adoun. 
The  bote  somor  had  maad  his  he  wo  al 

bronn  ; 
And,  certeinly,  he  was  a  good  felawo.  395 
Ptd  many  a  dranghto  of  wyn  had  he 

y-drawe 
From  Bordeux-ward,  whyl  that  the  chap- 
man sleep. 
Of  nyce  conscience  took  he  no  keep.  (400) 
If  that  he  fanght,  and  hadde  tho  hyer 

bond. 
By  water  ho  sento  horn  hoom  to  every 
lond.  400 

Bnt  of  his  craft  to  rekene  wel  his  tydes, 
His  stremcs  and  his  daungrrs  him  bisydes, 
His  hcrborwo  and  his   mono,  his  lode- 
menage, 
Ther   nas    noon    swich    from  Halle   to 

Cartage. 
Hardy  he  was,  and  w^m  to  undertake ;  405 
With  many  a  tempest  hadde  his  herd 

been  shake. 
Ho  knew  wel  alio  tho  havenes,  as  they 
were,  (409) 

From  Gootlond  to  tho  cape  of  Finistere, 
And    ovory  cryke   in  Britayno  and  in 
Spayne;  409 

His  barge  y-cleped  was  the  Maudelajme. 

With  us  ther  was  a  Doctour  or  Phistk, 
In  al  this  world  no  was  thcr  noon  him 
13-k  Doctonr. 

To  spoke  of  phisik  and  of  surgoryo ; 
For  he  was  grounded  in  astronomye. 
He  kepto  his  pacient  a  f\il  greet  del      415 
In  hourcs,  by  his  magik  naturol. 
Wol  coude  ho  fortunon  tho  ascendent 
Of  his  images  for  his  pacient.  (420) 

He  knew  tho  cause  of  everioh  maladye. 
Were  it  of  hoot  or  cold,  or  moiste,  or 
drye,  430 


And    whoro    engeudred,    and    of   what 

humour ; 
Ho  was  a  vorroy  parfit  praotisour. 
Tho  causo  y-knowo,  and  of  his  harm  tho 

rote, 
Anon  ho  yaf  tho  seko  man  his  bote. 
Fal  rcdy  liaddo  ho  his  apothecaries,     4^5 
To  sonde  him  drogges  and  his  letuarios, 
For    or.h   of   hem    mado    othor    for    to 

winno ; 
Hir  frendschipo  nas  nat  newo  to  biginne. 
Wol  knew  ho  th*olde  Esculapius,        (431) 
And  Deiscorides,  and  eek  Bufus,  430 

Old  Yi)ocras,  Haiy,  and  Qalien ; 
Scrapion,  Bazis,  and  Avicen ; 
Avcrrois,  Damascicn,  and  Constantyn  ; 
Bernard,  and  Gatcsden,  and  Gilbertyn. 
Of  his  diete  mesurablo  was  he,  435 

For  it  was  of  no  suporfluitee. 
But  of  greet  norissing  and  digestible. 
His  studio  was  but  litel  on  the  bible.  (440) 
In  sangwin  and  in  pers  he  clad  was  al, 
Lyned  with  talTata  and  with  sendal ;  440 
And  yet  ho  was  but  esy  of  dispenoe ; 
He  kepte  that  ho  wan  in  pestilonoo. 
For  gold  in  phisik  is  a  cordial, 
Therforo  he  lovedo  gold  in  spociaL        444 
A  good  Wtf  was  ther  of  bisydo  Bathk, 
Bnt  she  was  som-del  deef,  and  that  was 
scathe.  Wjrf  of  Bathe. 

Of  clooth-making  she  hadde  swicho  an 
haunt,  (459) 

She  passed  hem  of  Tpres  and  of  Gaunt. 
In  al  tho    parisshe  W3rf    no    was   ther 

noon 
That    to    th'  offring  bifore   hir    sholdo 
goon;  4SO 

An^  if  ther  dide,  oertejm,  so  wrooth  was 

she. 
That  she  was  out  of  olle  oharitee. 
Hir  coverohiefs  ful  fyne  were  of  ground ; 
I  dorste  swere  they  weyeden  ten  pound 
That  on  a  Sonday  wore  upon  hir  heed.  455 
Hir  hosen  weren  of  fyn  scarlet  reed, 
Ful  streite  y-teyd,  and  shoos  ful  moiste 

and  newe. 

Bold  was  hir  face,  and  fair,  and  reed  of 

hcwe.  (460) 

8he  was  a  worthy  womman  al  hir  lyvo, 

Housbondes  at  chirche-dore  she  haddo 

fyvOf  460 
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Withonton  other  companyo  in  yonthe  ; 
But  thorof  ncdeth  oat  to  8poke  as  noutho. 
And  thryes  haddo  sho  been  at  Jomsaleni ; 
She    haddo    passed    many   a    strann^ 
strcem ;  464 

At  Rome  she  hodde  been,  and  at  Boloigne, 
In  Gal  ice  at  scint  Jame,  and  at  Coloigne. 
She  coude  muehe  of  wandring  by  the 

weyo: 
Q-at-tothcd  was  she,  soothly  for  to  seye. 
Up-on  an  amblere  esily  she  sat,  (471) 

Y-wimpled  wel,  and  on  hir  heed  on  hat 
As  brood  as  is  a  bokeler  or  a  targe ;      471 
A  foot-mantel  aboate  hir  hipes  large, 
And  on  hir  feet  a  poire  of  spores  sharpeL 

In  fclavirschip  wel  coude  she  langhe  and 
carpe. 

Of    rcmcdyes    of    love    she    knew    per- 
cliaunoo,  475 

For  sho  coude  of  that  art  the  oldo  dannce. 

Persotm. 
A  good  man  was  ther  of  religioun. 

And  was  a  povro  Persoch  of  a  toan  ;  (480) 

But  richo  he  was  of  holy  thoght  and  werk. 

He  was  also  a  lemed  man,  a  clerk,       480 

That  Cristos  gospel  trcwcly  wolde  preche ; 

His  parisshcns  devoutly  wolde  he  teohe. 

Benigno  ho  was,  and  wonder  diligent, 

And  in  adversitoe  ful  pocient ; 

And  swich  he  was  y-preved  ofte  qythes. 

l«\il  looth  were  him  to  corsen  for  his 
tythes,  486 

But  rather  wolde  ho  yovcn,  out  of  doute, 

Un-to  his  povro  parisshens  aboute      (4S^) 

Of  his  ofTring,  and  eek  of  his  substauncc. 

lie  coude  in  litel  thing  hon  suffisaunoe. 

Wyd  was  his  porisshe,  and  houses  fer 
o-souder,  491 

But  he  ne  lulte  nat,  for  reyn  ne  thonder. 

In  siknos  nor  in  mcschief,  to  vis3^ 

The  ferresto  in  his  parissho,  muche  and 

lyte, 

Up-on  his  foet^  and  in  his  hand  a  staf.  495 
This  noble  ensample  to  his  sheep  he  jrof, 
That  iirst  ho  wroghte,  and  afterward  he 

.taughte ; 
Out  of  the  gospel  he  tho  wordes  caughte  ; 
And  this  figure  he  added  eek  ther-to,  (501) 
Tliat  if  gold  rusto,  what  shal  iren  do?  500 
For  if  a  prcest  be  foul,  on  whom  we  tnurte, 
No  wonder  is  a  lowed  man  to  ruste ; 


And  shame  it  is,  if  a  preest  take  keep, 
A  shitcn  shophorde  and  a  dene  sheep. 
Wel  oghto  a  prcest  ensample  for  to  yive, 
By  liis   clennesse,  how  that  his  sheep 
shold  live.  506 

He  sette  nat  his  benefice  to  hyre, 
And  leet  his  sheep   oncombred   in  the 
m^-re,  (510) 

And  ran  to  London,  un-to  sSynt  Poules, 
To  seken  him  a  chaunterie  for  soules,  510 
Or  with  a  bretherhed  to  been  withholde ; 
But  dwelte  at  hoom,  and  kcpte  wel  his 

folde. 
So  that  tho  wolf  ne  made  it  nat  miscarie ; 
He  was  a  shcpherde  and  no  mercenarie. 
And  though  ho  holy  were,  and  yertuous, 
He  was  to  sinful  man  nat  dospitous,     516 
Ne  of  his  speche  daungerous  ne  digne, 
But  in  his  teching  discreet  and  benigne. 
To  drawen  folk  to  heven  by  fkimesse  (5a  i) 
By  good  ensample,  was  his  bisinesse  :  5^0 
But  it  were  any  persone  obstinat, 
What-so  he  were,  of  heigh  or  lowe  estat, 
Him  wolde  he  snibben  sharply  for  tho 

nones. 
A  bettro  preest,  I  trowe  that    nowher 

noon  is. 
He  wayted  after  no  pompe  and  reverence, 
Ne  maked  him  a  spyced  conscience,     536 
But  Cristes  lore,  and  his  apostles  twelve, 
He  taughto,  and  first  he  folwed  it  him- 
selve.  (530) 

With  him  ther  was  a  Plowmaw,  was  his 
brother.  Plowman. 

That  haddo  y-lad  of  dong  ful  many  a 
fother,  530 

A  trewe  swinker  and  a  good  was  he, 
Livinge  in  pees  and  parfit  charitee. 
God  loved  he  best  with  al  his  hole  herte 
At   alle  tymes,  thogh    him   gamed   or 

smerte, 
And  thanne  his  neighebour  right  as  him- 
Bolve.  535 

He  wolde  thresshe,  and  ther-to  dyke  and 

delve. 
For  Cristes  sake,  for  eveiy  povre  wight, 
Withouten  hyre,  if  it  lay  in  his  might. 
His  t^'thes  payed  he  ful  faire  and  wel,  (541) 
Bothe  of  his  propre  swink  and  his  cateL 
In  a  tabard  he  rood  upon  a  mere.  541 

Ther  was  also  a  Beve  and  a  Millere, 
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A  Somnour  and  a  Pardonor  also, 

A  Maanciple,   and  my-self;    ther  were 

namo. 
The  MiJAJSM  was  a  stont  carl,  for  the 

nones,  Miller. 

Ful   big  he  was  of  braun,  and  eek  of 

bones ;  546 

That  proved  wol,  for  over-al  ther  he  cam, 
At  wrastling  he  wolde  have  alwey  the 

ram.  (550) 

He  was  short-sholdred,  brood,  a  thikke 

knarre, 
Ther  nas  no  doro  that  he  nolde  heve  of 

harre,  550 

Or  broke  it,  at  a  rcnning,  with  his  heed. 
His  herd  as  any  sowo  or  fox  was  reed. 
And  ther-to  brood,   as  though  it  were 

a  spade. 
Up-on  the  cop  right  of  his  nose  ho  hade 
A  werte,  and  ther^n  stood  a  tuft  of  heres, 
Beed  as  the  bristles  of  a  sowes  eres ;     556 
His  nose-thirles  blake  were  and  wyde. 
A  swerd  and  bokeler  bar  he  by  his  syde ; 
His  mouth  as  greet  was  as  a  greet  forneys. 
He  was  a  jangloro  and  a  goliardeys,     560 
And  that  was  most  of  sinne  and  har- 

lotryes.  (563) 

Wei  coude  ho  stelen  com,  and  tollen 

thryes ; 
And  yet  he  haddo  a  thombe  of  gold, 

pardee. 
A  whyt  cote  and  a  blew  hood  wered  he. 
A  baggepype  wel  coude  he  blowe  and 

sowne,  565 

And  ther-with-al  he  broghto  us  out  of 

towne.  Maanciple. 

A  gen  til  Mauhcipuc  was  ther  of  a  temple. 

Of  which  achatours  mighte  take  exemple 

¥V>r  to  be  wjrse  in  bying  of  vitaille      (571) 

For  whether  that  he  payde,  or  took  by 

taille,  570 

Algate  he  wayted  so  in  his  achat, 
That  he  was  ay  bifom  and  in  good  stat. 
Now  is  nat  that  of  Gh>d  a  ful  fair  grace, 
That  swich  a  lewod  mannes  wit  shal  i»ace 
The  wisdom  of  an  heop  of  lemed  men?  S7S 
Of  maistres  hadde  he  mo  than  thiyes 

ten, 
That  were  of  lawe  expert  and  curious ; 
Of  which   ther  were  a  doseyn  in  that 

hons 


Worthy  to  been  stiwardes  of  rento  and 

lond  (581) 

Of  any  lord  that  is  in  Engelond,  580 

To  make  him  live  by  his  propre  good, 
In  honour  dettclcos,  but  he  wore  wood, 
Or  live  as  scarsly  as  him  list  desire ; 
And  able  for  to  holpen  al  a  shire 
In  any  cas  that  mighte  fallo  or  hai)pe ;  585 
And  yit  this  maunciplo  sette  hir  aller 

cappe.  Reve. 

The  Revk  was  a  sclendro  colerik  man. 
His  herd  was  shave  as  ny  as  over  ho 

can,  (590) 

His  heer  was  by  his  eres  round  y-shom. 
His  top  was  dokked  lyk  a  preest  bifom. 
Ful  longe  were  his  legges,  and  ful  lene, 
Y-lyk  a  staf,  ther  was  no  calf  y-sene. 
Wel  coude  ho  \Le-po  a  gemer  and  a  binne ; 
Ther  was  noon  auditour  coude  on  hiui 

winno. 
Wel  wisto  he,  by  the  droghto,  and  by  tho 

reyn,  595 

The    yelding    of  his    seed,   and    of  his 

greyn. 
His  lordos  sheep,  his  neet,  his  dayor>-o, 
His  swyn,   his  hors,   his  stoor,  and  his 

pultrye,  (600) 

Was  hoolly  in  this  revea  governing,     599 
And  by  his  oovenaunt  yaf  the  rekening, 
Sin  that  his  lord  was  twenty  yeer  of  age  ; 
Ther    coude    no    man    bringo    him    in 

arrerage. 
Ther  nas  baUUf,  ne  herde,  ne  other  hyne. 
That  he  ne  knew  his  sleighte  and  his 

covyne ;  604 

They  were  adrad  of  him,  as  of  the  deeth. 
His  woning  was  ful  fair  up-on  an  heeth. 
With  grene  trefis  shad  wed  was  his  place. 
He  coude  bettro  than  his  lord  purchace. 
Ful  riche  he  was  astored  prively,        (61 1) 
His  lord  wel  ooudo  he  plesen  subtilly,  610 
To  yevo  and  lene  him  of  his  owne  good, 
And  havo  a  tiiank,  and  yet  a  oote  and 

hood. 
In  youthe  he  lemed  hadde  a  good  mister; 
He  was  a  wel  good  wrighte,  a  carpenter. 
This  rove  sat  up-on  a  ful  good  stot,       615 
That  was  al  pomely  grey,   and  highto 

Scot. 
A  long  suroote  of  pers  up-on  he  hade, 
And  by  hia  aydo  he  bar  a  rusty  blade,  (fiao^ 
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Of  Northfolk  wus  this  rove,  of  whLclx  I 

telle,  619 

Biflyde  a  tonn  men  clcpon  Baldeswell«. 
Tukkcd  he  was,  as  Ih  a  irore,  abonte, 
And   ever  he  rood  the  hindresto  of  anr 

route. 
A  SoaiNOUK  was  ther  with  us  in  that 

place,  Somnour. 

That  hadde  a  fjT-reed  chembinnes  face, 
For  sawcefloom  he  was,  with  eyon  narwo. 
As  hoot    ho  was,  and    lecherous,  as    a 

sparwe ;  6a6 

Witli  scalledbrowesblake,aiid  piled  bord ; 
Of  his  visage  children  were  aferd.  (630) 
Ther  nas  quik-silvcr,   litarge,   ne  brixn- 

stoon, 
Boras,  conice,  ne  oille  of  tartre  noon,  630 
Xe  oynement    that    wolde    dense    and 

byt<». 
That  him  mi^hte  helpon  of  his  whellces 

whyte, 
Nor  of  the  knobbes  sittinge  on  his  chokes. 
Wcl  loved  he  garleek,  oynons,  and  eek 

lekes, 
And  for  to  drinken  strong  wyn,  reed  as 

blood.  635 

Than   wolde  he  spcke,  and   crye  as  ho 

were  wood. 
And  whan  that  ho  wel  dronkcn  hadde  the 

-wyn,  (639) 

Than  wolde  he  speke  no  word  but  Latyn. 
A  fewe  termes  hadde  he,  two  or  three, 
That  he  had  lemed  out  of  soni  decree  ;  640 
No  wonder  is,  he  hcrde  it  al  the  day ; 
And  eek  ye  knowen  wel,  how  that  a  jay 
Can  clepen  *  Watte,'  as  well  as  can  tho 

pope. 
But  who-so  coude  in  other  thing  him 

grope,  644 

Thanne  hadde  hespent  al  his  philosophye ; 
Ay  ^  Queatio  qitid  iuria '  wolde  he  crye. 
He  was  a  gentil  harlot  and  a  kinde ;  (64.9) 
A  bcttre  felawo  sholde  men  noght  finde. 
He  wolde  suiTre,  for  a  quart  of  wyn, 
A  good  felawo  to  have  his  concubyn     650 
A  twolf-month,  and  excuse  him  atte  ftille : 
Fill  privoly  a  finch  eek  conde  he  pulle. 
And  if  ho  fond  o-whor  a  good  felawo. 
He  wolde  tochen  him  to  have  non  awe, 
In  swich  cas,  of  tho  erchedeknes  curs,  655 
But-if  a  mannes  soule  were  in  his  pnn ; 


For  in  his  purs  ho  ghf>lde  y-punisshed  be. 
*  Purs  is  the  erchodoknos  holle,'  seydo 

he.  (660) 

But  wel  I  woot  he  lyo<l  right  in  dodo  ; 
Of   cursing   oghte    ech  gilty  man    him 

drodo—  66«) 

For  cnrs  wol  slee,   right    as    assoilling 

saveth — 
And  also  war  him  of  a  fignificavit. 
In  dannger  hadde  lie  at  his  owne  gj^se 
The  yonge  girles  of  the  diocj'se, 
And  knew  hir  counseil,  and  was  al  hir 

reed.  665 

A  gerland  hadde  ho  set  up-on  his  heed, 
As  greet  as  it  were  for  an  alo-stake  ; 
A  bokoler  hadde  he  maad  him  of  a  cake. 
With  him  ther  rood  a  gentil  Fardohkk 
Of  Bouncival,  his  freend  and  his  compeer, 
That  streight  was  comon  fro  the  court  of 

Rome.  Pardoner. 

Ful  londe  he  song,  '  Com  hider,  love,  to 

me.*  (670)  67 J 

This  somnour  bar  to  him  a  stif  bnrdoun, 
Was  never  trompe  of  half  so  greet  a  soun. 
This  pardoner  hadde  hccr  as  y«low  as 

wox,  675 

But  smothe  it  hcng,  as  dooth  a  strike  of 

Hex ; 
By  ounces  henge  his  lokkes  that  he  hadde. 
And  ther-with    he    his    shuldres   over- 

spradde ;  (680) 

But  thinne  it  lay,  by  oolpons  oon  and 

oon; 
But  hood,  for  jolitee,  no  wered  he  noon, 
For  it  was  trussed  up  in  his  walet.        681 
Him  thoughte,  he  rood  al  of  tho  newe  jet ; 
Dischevele,  save  his  cappe,  he  rood  al 

bare. 
Swiche  glaringe  eyen  Iiadde  he  as  an 

hare. 
A  vemide  hadde  ho  sowed  on  his  oappe. 
His  walet  lay  bifom  him  in  his  lappe,  686 
Bret-All  of  pardoun  come  ftom  Borne  al 

hoot.  (689) 

A  voys  he  hadde  as  smal  as  hath  a  goot. 
No  herd  hadde  he,  ne  never  sholde  have, 
As  smothe  it  was  as  it  wore  late  y-shave ; 
I  trowe  he  were  a  gelding  or  a  mare,    (^i 
But  of  his  craft,  fro  Berwik  into  Ware, 
Ne  was  ther  swich  another  pardoner. 
For  in  his  male  he  hadde  a  pilwe-bcer, 
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'>^luch    that,  ho    Boydo,   was  our   lady 

veyl :  695 

He  Boyde,  ho  hodde  a  gobet  of  tho  seyl 
That  Bgynt  Poter  hadde,  whan  that  he 

wente  (699) 

Up-on  the  see,  til  Jesa  Crist  him  hente. 
He  hadde  a  croys  of  latotin,  fol  of  stones, 
And  in  a  glas  he  hadde  pigg^  bones.  700 
Bat  with  thise  relikes,  whan   that   he 

fond 
A  povre  person  dwelling  np^n  lond, 
Up-on  a  day  he  gat  him  more  moneye 
Than  that  the  person  gat  in  monthes 

tweye. 
And  thus,  with  feyned  flaterye  and  japes, 
He  made  the  person  and  the  peple  his 

apes.  706 

Bat  trewely  to  tellen,  atte  laste,         (709) 
He  was  in  chirche  a  noble  ecolesiaste. 
Wei  oonde  he  rede  a  lessotin  or  a  storie. 
Bat  olderbest  he  song  an  offertorie  ;     710 
For  wel  he  wiste,  whan  that  song  was 

songe, 
He  moste   preche,  and  wel    affyle   his 

tonge, 
To  winno  silver,  as  he  ful  wel  coude  ; 
Therefore  he  song  so  moriely  and  loade. 

Now  have  I  told  yoa  shortly,  in  a  claose, 
Th'estat,  th'array,  the  nombrc,  and  eek  the 

caose  716 

Why  that  assembled  was  this  oompanye 
In  Sonthwerk,  at  this  gentil  hostelrye, 
That  highte  the   Tabard,  faste  by  the 

Belle.  (731) 

Bat  now  is  tyme  to  yow  for  to  telle      720 
How  that  we  baron  us  that  ilke  night, 
Whan  wo  were  in  that  hostelrye  alight. 
And  after  wol  I  telle  of  oar  viage, 
And  ol  the  remenaant  of  oar  pilgrimage. 
But  first  I  pray  yow,  of  yoor  carteisye,  725 
That  yo  n'arette  it  nat  my  vileinye, 
Thogh    that   I   pleynly    spoke    in    this 

matero,  (739) 

To  telle  yow  hir  wordes  and  hir  chore  ; 
Ne  thogh  I  spoke  hir  wordes  properly. 
y<>r  this  ye  kuowen  alnso  wel  as  I,         730 
Who-so  shal  telle  a  talo  after  a  man, 
He  moot  reherco,  as  ny  as  ever  he  can, 
Evorich  a  word,  if  it  be  in  his  charge, 
Al   spoke    he   never    so   rudeliohe  and 
large; 


Or  olios  he  moot  telle  his  tale  nntrowo.  735 
Or  feyne  thing,  or  finde  wordes  nowo. 
He  may  nat  spcure,  al-thogh  he  wore  his 

brother ;  (739) 

He  moot  as  wel  seye  o  word  as  another. 
Crist  spak    himnself  fol   brodo  in   holy 

writ. 
And  wel  ye  woot,  no  vileinye  is  it.        740 
Eek  Plato  seith,   who-so  that  can  him 

rede, 
The  wordes  mote  be  cosin  to  tho  dodo. 
Also  I  prey  yow  to  foryeve  it  mo, 
Al  have  I  nat  set  folk  in  hir  degree 
Here  in  this  tale,  as  that  they  sholde 

stondo ;  745 

]£y  wit  is  short,  ye  may  wel  undorstondc. 
Greet  chore  made  oar  hoste  as  e  verichon , 
And  to  tho  sopor  sctte  as  anon ;  (750) 

And  served  us  with  vitaille  at  the  bestc. 
Strong  was  tho  wyn,  and  wel  to  drinko 

us  losto.  75^ 

A  somoly  man  our  hoste  was  with-allo 
For  to  han  been  a  marshal  in  an  hallo ; 
A  large  man  he  was  with  eyen  stepe, 
A  fairer  bargeys  is  ther  noon  in  Chopo : 
Bold  of  his  spoche,  and  wys,  and  wel 

y-taught,  755 

And  of  manhod  him  lakkode  right  naught. 
Eek  therto  he  was  right  a  mery  man, 
And  after  soper  pleyen  he  bigan,        (7^>) 
And    spak  of  mirthe    amongos    othere 

thinges, 
Whan  that  we  hadde  maad  our  reken- 

inges ;  7<^* 

Andseyde  thus : '  Now,  lordinges,  trewely, 
Yo  been  to  me  right  welcome  hortely : 
For  by  my  troutho,  if  that  I  shal  nat 

lye, 
I  no  saugh  this  yoor  so  mozy  a  companye 
At  ones  in  this  herberwo  as  is  now.      765 
Eayn  woldo  I  doon  yow  mirthe,  wiste 

I  how. 
And  of  a  mirthe  I  am  right  now  bithoght, 
To    doon   yow    eso,  and   it    shal    coste 

noght.  (77«) 

Yo  goon  to  Caunterbury;    Qod  yow 

spodo. 
The    blisfal    martir    quyte    yow    your 

mode.  770 

And  wel  I  woot,  as  ye  goon  hy  the  woye, 
Ye  shapen  yow  to  talen  and  to  ploye  i 
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For  trcwely,  confort  ne  mi  rt  he  is  noon 
To  ryde  by  the  woyc  doumb  as  a  stoon  ; 
And  therforo  wol  I  maken  yovr  disport, 
As  I  st-yde  erst,  and  doou  yow  som  con- 
fort.  776 
And  if  yow  lyketh  alle,  by  oon  assent, 
Now  for  to  stouden  at  my  j  agement,    (7&)) 
And  for  tt)  werken  as  I  shal  yow  seye, 
To-morwo,  wlian  ye  ryden  by  the  weye, 
Now,  by  my  fader  sonle,  that  is  deed,  781 
But  ya  bo  nierye,  I  wol  j'evo  yow  myn 

heed. 
Hold  up    your    hond,    withouten    more 

speche.' 
Our    counsel!    was   nat   longe    for   to 

scche ; 
I's  thoughte  it  wns  noght  worth  to  nuike 

it  vryB,  785 

And     graunted     him    withouten     more 

avys, 
And    bad  him   soye  his    verdit,  as  him 

lostc. 
' Ixjrdinges,'  quod  he,  'now  herkneth 

for  tho  beste  ;  (790) 

IJut  tak  it  not,  I  prey  yow,  in  desdeyn  ; 
This  is  the  iM>ynt,  to  spekon  short  and 

pleyn,  790 

That  ech  of  j'ow,   to  shorte  with  your 

weye, 
in  t]iis  viage,  shal  telle  tales  tweye, 
To  Caunterbury-ward,  I  mone  it  so, 
And  hom-ward    ho   shal    tellen   othere 

two, 
Of  aventures  that  whylom  ban  bifalle.  795 
And  which  of  yow  that  bereth  him  best 

of  alle. 
That  is  to  seyn,  that  tellcth  in  this  cas 
Tales  of  best  sentence  and  most  solas,  (800) 
Shal  have  a  sopor  at  our  aller  cost 
Ui-.re  in  this  place,  sitting  by  this  i)ost, 
Whan  that  we  come  agayu  fro  Cannter- 

bury.  801 

And  ior  to  make  yow  tho  more  mery, 
I  wol  my-selven  gladly  with  yow  lyde, 
J!ight  at  myn  owne  cost,  and  bo  your 

gyde. 
An<l  who-Wi  wol  my  jugcmcnt  withseye 
Slial  paye  al   that  we  spenden   by  the 

weye.  Fc6 

And  if  ye  vonche-sanf  that  it  be  so, 
Tel  me  anon,  with-outen  wordes  mo,  (810) 


And  I  wol  crly  shape  me  therfore.* 

This  thing  was  graunted,  and  our  othes 

swore  810 

With   fnl  glad  herte,  and  preyden  him 

also 
That  ho  wold  vouche-sauf  for  to  do  so, 
And  that  he  woldo  been  our  govemour, 
And  of  our  tales  juge  and  reportour, 
And  sette  a  soper  at  a  ccrteyn  prys ;     815 
And  we  wold  reuled  been  at  his  devys, 
In  heigh  and  lowo ;  and  thus,  by  oon 

assent, 
We  been  acorded  to  his  jugement.      (820) 
And  ther-up-on  tho  wyn  was  fct  anon  ; 
We  dronken,  and  to  rcste  wente  echon, 
With-outen  any  longer  taryinge.  S21 

A-morwe,  whan  that  day  bigan  to  springe, 
Up    roos   our   host,  and  was   our  aller 

cok, 
And  gadrede  us  togidre,  alle  in  a  flok. 
And  forth  wo  riden,  a  litel  more  than 

pas,  8^5 

Un-to  the  watering  of  seint  Thomas. 
And  there  our  host  bigan  his  hors  arcst4>. 
And  soyde ;  *  Lordinges,  herkneth,  if  yow 

leste.  (8:^0) 

Ye  woot  your  forward,  and  I  it  yow  re- 

corde. 
If  evenHBong  and  morwe-song  acorde,    830 
Lat   see  now  who  shal  telle  the  firste 

tale. 
As  ever  mote  I  drinke  wyn  or  ale, 
Who-so  be  rebel  to  my  jugement 
Shal  paye  for   al   that   by  the   weye  is 

spent 
Now    draweth  cut,    er   that    we    ferrer 

twinne ;  835 

Ho  which  that  hath  the  shortest  shal 

biginne. 
Sire  knight,'  quod  he,  '  my  maister  and 

my  lord,  (839; 

Now  draweth  cut,  for  that  is  myn  acord. 
Ck)mcth  neer,'  quod  he,  *  my  lady  prior- 

esse ; 
And  ye,  sir  clerk,  lat  be  your  shamftst- 

nesse,  840 

Ne  studicth  noght ;   ley  hond  to,  every 

man.' 
Anon  to  drawen  every  wight  bigan. 
And  shortly  for  to  tellen,  as  it  was. 
Were  it  by  aventure,  or  sort,  or  cas, 
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The  sothe  is  this,  the  out  fil  to  the  knight, 
Of  which  fal  hlythe  and  glad  was  eveiy 

vright ;  S46 

And  telle  he  moste  his  tale,  as  waa  resonn, 
By  forward  and  by  composdcionn,  (850) 
As  ye  han  herd  ;  what  nedeth  wordes  mo? 
And   whan    this   gode    man    saogh    it 

was  so,  850 

As  ho  that  wys  was  and  obedient 
To  kepe  his  forward  by  his  free  assent, 


He    seyde :    *  Sin    I    shal  beginne   the 

game, 
What,  welcome    be  the  out,  a  Goddes 

name! 
Now  lat  lis  xyde,  and  herkneth  what  I 

seye.*  855 

And  with  that  word  we  riden  forth  oux 

weye ;  (858) 

And  he  bigan  witli  right  a  mery  chore 
His  tale  anon,  and  seyde  in  this  manere. 


Here  endeth  the  prolog  of  this  book;  and  here  biginneth  the  first  tale, 

which  is  th«  Knightes  Tale. 


THE    KNIGHTES    TALE. 


lamque  domoi  patriae^  Scithice  pod  cupera  gentig 
rrelia,  taurigerOf  <£c  [Statins,  Theb,  xii  519.] 


Whtlom,  as  oldo  stories  tellen  ns, 
Thor  was  a  dak  that  highte  Thesens  *,  860 
Of  Athenos  he  was  lord  and  govemonr, 
And  in  his  tyme  swich  a  conqneroor, 
That  gretter  was  thcr  noon  under  the 

Sonne. 
Fol  many    a   riche    controe    hadde    he 

wonne ;  864 

What  with  his  wisdom  and  his  chivalrye. 
He  conquered  al  the  regno  of  Fcmenyo, 
That  whylom  was  y-cloped  Soithia ; 
And  weddedo  the  quene  Ipolita,  (10) 

And  broghte  hir  hoom  with  him  in  his 

oontree  869 

With  muchol  glorie  and  greet  solempnitee, 
An'l  ook  hir  yonge  sustor  Emolye. 
And  thus  with  victorie  and  with  melodye 


Lete    I    this    noble    duk    to   Athenes 

lyde,  f 

And  al  his  hoost,  in  arm^,  him  biaydo. 

And  certes,  if  it  nere  tp  long  to  here,  875 
I  wolde  han  told  yow  fblly  the  manero. 
How  wonnon  was  the  regno  of  Femenye 
By  Theseus,  and  by  his  ohivalrye ;       (x>) 
And  of  the  grete  bataille  for  the  nones 
Bitwixen  AthenSs  and  Amazones ;       88u 
And  how  assogod  was  Ipolita, 
The  faire  hardy  quene  of  Soithia ; 
And  of  the  feste  that  was  at  hir  weddinge, 
And  of  the  tempest  at  hir  hoom-comingi> ; 
But  al  that  thing  I  moot  as  now  forbere. 
I  have,  God  woot,  a  large  feeld  to  ere,  886 
And  wayke  been  the  oxen  in  my  plough. 
The  remenant  of  the  tale  is  long  y-non^ 
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I  wol  nat  lettcn  eck  noon  of  this  routo ; 
Lat  every  felawc  telle  his  tale  alwiite,  890 
And  lat  soo   now   who    shal  the    sopor 

winne ;  (33) 

And  ther  I  lofte,  I  wol  agayn  bifj^inno. 

This  dnk,  of  whom  I  make  mencioan, 
^\^cn  ho  was   come   almost    nnto  the 

toon, 
In  al  his  wcio  and  in  his  moste  prjde,  895 
He  was  war,  as  he  caste  his  eye  asyde, 
WTior  that  ther  knolod  in  the  hyo  weye 
A  companye  of  ladies,  tweyo  nnd  tweye, 
Ech  after  other,  clod  in  clotlics  blake;  (41) 
But  swich  a  cry  and  swich  a  wo  they 

make,  900 

That  in  this  world  nis  creature  livinge, 
That  herdo  swich  another  wGjrmentingo ; 
And  of  this  cry  tliey  nolde  never  stenten, 
Til  they  the  roynes  of  his  brydel  henten. 
'  A\^at  folk  ben  ye,  that  at  myn  hoom- 

comingo  905 

Perturbcn  so  my  festo  with  oryinge?' 
Qnod  Theseus,  '  have  ye  so  g^oet  onvye 
Of  myn  honour,  that  thus  compleyne  and 

ciye?  (50) 

Or  who  hath  yow  misboden,  or  offended  ? 
And  tclleth  me  if  it  may  been  amended ; 
And  why  that  ye  ben  clothed  thus  in 

blak?*  911 

The  eldest  lady  of  hem  alle  spak, 
When  she  hadde  swowned  with  a  dcodly 

chere, 
Tliat  it  was  routho  for  to  seen  and  here, 
And  scyde  :  *  Lord,  to  whom  Fortune  hath 

yiven  915 

Yictorie,  and  as  a  conquorour  to  liven, 
Noght  grovoth  us  your  glorio  and  your 

honour; 
But  we  biseken  mercy  and  socour.        (60) 
Have  mercy  on  our  wo  and  our  distresse. 
Som  droi>o  of  pitee,  thurgh   thy  gentil- 

csse,  910 

I'p-on  us  wrocched  wommen  lat  thou  fallo. 
For  certes,  lord,  ther  nis  noon  of  us  ulle. 
That  she  nath  been  a  dnchesse  or  a  queue ; 
Now  be  we  caitifs,  as  it  is  wel  seno  : 
Thanked  bo  Fortune,  and  hir  false  wheel, 
That  noon  cstat  assureth  to  bo  wecL  926 
And  cortcs,  lord,  t'abyden  your  presence, 
Here    in    the   t«mple   of  the    goddeaso 

Clomonoe  (70) 


We  han  ben  waytinge  al  this  fourtenight ; 

Now  help  us,  lord,  sith  it  is  in  thy  might. 

I  wrccche,  which  that  wepe  and  waille 

thus,  931 

Was  whylom  wyf  to  king  Capaneus, 
That  starf  nt  Thebes,  cursed  be  that  day ! 
And  alio  we,  that  been  in  this  array, 
And  maken  al  this  lamentacioun,         935 
We  losten  alle  our  housbondes  at  that 

toun, 
Whyl  that  the  sege  ther-aboute  lay. 
And  yet  now  th*oldo  Creon,  weylaway ! 
The  lord  is  now  of  Thebes  the  citee,     (81) 
Fulfild  of  ire  and  of  iniquitee,  940 

He,  for  despyt,  and  for  his  tirannye, 
To  do  the  dedo  bodyes  vileinye, 
Of  alle  our  lordes,  whiche  that  ben  slawe, 
Hath  alle  the  bodyes  on  an  heep  y-drawe, 
And  wol  nat  suffron  hem,  by  noon  assent, 
Neither  to  been  y-buried  nor  y-brent,  ^46 
But  maketh  houndes  ete  hem  in  despyt' 
And  with  that  word,  with-outen  more 

rcspyt,  (90) 

They  iillen  gruf,  and  ciyden  pitously, 
^  Have    on    us  wrecched  wommen    som 

mercy,  g^i 

And  lat  our  sorwe  sinken  in  thyn  herte.* 
This  gentil  duk  doun  from  his  courser 

sterte 
With  horte  pitons,  whan  he  hcrde  hem 

speke. 
Him  thoughte  that  his  herte  wolde  breke, 
Whan  he  saugh  hem  so  pitous  and  to 

mat,  955 

That  whylom  weren  of  so  greet  estate 
And  in  his  armes  he  hem  ulle  up  hente. 
And  hem  oonforteth  in  fnl  good  entente ; 
And  swoor  his  00th,   as  he  was  trewe 

knight,  (loi) 

He  wolde  doon  so  ferforthly  his  might  960 
Up^n  the  tyraunt  Croon  hem  to  wreke, 
That  al  the  peplo  of  Grece  sholde  speke 
How  Creon  was  of  Theseus  y-served, 
As  he  that  hadde  his  deeth  fhl  wel  de- 
served. 964 
And  right  anoon,  with-outen  more  abood, 
His  baner  he  desplayeth,  and  forth  rood 
To  Thebes-ward,  and  al  his  host  bisyde  ; 
No  ncer  AthenCs  wolde  he  go  ne  ryde, 
Ne  take  his  ese  fVdly  half  a  day,          (iii) 
Bat  onward  on  his  wey  that  night  he  lay; 
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And  sen  to  anoon  Ipolita  the  qnene,      971 
And  Emelye  hir  yonge  snster  shone, 
Un-to  the  toun  of  Athen^s  to  dwelle ; 
And  forth  he   rit ;  ther  nis  namoro  to 

telle. 
The  rede  statue  of  Mars,  with  spero 

and  targe,  975 

So  Rhyneth  in  his  whyte  bancr  large, 
That  alio  the  feeldes  gliteren  up  and  doun ; 
And  by  his  baner  bom  is  his  penoun  (1^ 
Of  gold  ful  riche,  in  which  ther  was 

y-beto 
The  Minotaur,  which  that  he  slough  in 

Crete.  980 

Thus  rit  this  duk,  thus  rit  this  conquerour. 
And  in  his  host  of  chivalrye  the  flour. 
Til  that  ho  cam  to  Thebes,  and  alighte 
Faire  in  a  feeld,  ther  as  he  thoght-e  flghte. 
But  shortly  for  to  speken  of  this  thing,  985 
With  Creon,  which  that  was  of  Thebes 

king. 
He  faught^   and  slough  him  manly  as 

a  knight 
In  pleyn  bataille,  and  putto  the  folk  to 

flight ;  (130) 

And  by  assaut  he  wan  the  citee  after. 
And  rente  adoun  bothe  wal,  and  sparre, 

and  rafter ;  990 

And  to  the  ladycs  he  restored  agayn 
The  bones  of  hir  honsbondes  that  were 

sloyn, 
To  doon  obsequies,  as  was  tho  the  gyso. 
But  it  were  al  to  long  for  to  devyse      994 
The  grete  clamour  and  tho  wa3rmentinge 
That  the  ladyes  made  at  the  brenninge 
Of  the  bodyes,  and  the  grete  honour 
That  Theseus,  the  noble  conquerour,  (140) 
Doth  to  the  ladyes,  whan  they  from  him 

wente ;  999 

But  shortly  for  to  telle  is  myn  entente. 
Whan  that  this  worthy  dnk,  tliis  Theseus, 
Hath  Creon  slayn,   and  wonne  Thebes 

thus, 
Stillc  in  that  fceld  ho  took  al  night  his 

rosto, 
And  dido  with  al  the  oontroe   as  him 

loste.  1004 

To  ninsako  in  tho  tns  of  bodyes  dcde, 
Hem  for  to  strejw  of  humcys  and  of  wede, 
The  pilours  diden  bisinesse  and  cure, 
After  the  bataille  and  disconfiturc.     (150) 


And  so  bifel,  that  in  tho  tas  they  foundo, 
Thurgh-girt  with  many  a  grevous  blody 

woondo,  loio 

Two  yonge  knightes  ligging  by  and  by, 
Bothe  in  oon  ormcs,  wroght  ful  richelj', 
Of  whicho  two,  Arcita  hight  that  oon, 
And  that  other  knight  hight  Palamon. 
Nat  fully  quiko,  ne  fully  dede  they  were. 
But  by  hir  cote-armures,  and  byhirgere, 
The  heraudes  knewo  hem  best  in  special, 
As  they  that  weren  of  tho  blood  royal  (160) 
Of  Thebes,  and  of  sustren  two  y-bom. 
Out  of  the  teui  the  pilours  han  hem  torn, 
And  han    hem    caried  softe  un-to    the 

tento  102 1 

Of  Theseus,  and  he  ful  sone  hem  sento 
To  Athene,  to  dwcllon  in  prisoun 
Perpetnelly,  he  noldo  no  raunsoun. 
And  whan  this  worthy'  duk  hath  thus 

y-don,  1025 

He  took  his  host,  and  hoom  ho  rood  anon 
With  laurer  crowned  as  a  conquerour ; 
And  there    ho  liveth,  in  joye  and    in 

honour,  (170) 

Termo  of  liis  Ij'f ;   what  nedeth  wordes 

mo? 
And  in  a  tour,  in  angwish  and  in  wo,  1030 
Dwellen  this  Falamoun  and  eek  Arcite, 
For  evermore,   ther  may  no  gold  hem 

quyte. 
This  passoth  yeer  by  yeer,  and  day  by 

day. 
Til  it  fil  ones,  in  a  morwe  of  May, 
That  Emelye,  that  fairer  was  to  sene  1035 
Than  is  the  lilie  upon  his  stalke  grene. 
And  fresshor  than  the  May  with  floures 

newe —  (179) 

For  with  the  rose  colour  stroof  hir  hewe, 
I  noot  which  was  the  fairer  of  hem  two — 
£r  it  were  day,  as  was  hir  wone  to  do. 
She  was  arisen,  and  al  redy  dight ;     1041 
For  May  wol  have  no  slogardye  a-night. 
The  sesoun  priketh  every  gentil  herte. 
And  maketh  him  out  of  his  sleep  to  storte, 
And  seith,  *Arys,  and  do  thyn  obser> 

vaunce.*  (187)  1045 

This  maked  Emelye  have  remembrannce 
To  doon  honour  to  May,  and  for  to  ryse. 
Y-clothed  was  she  fresh,  for  to  devyse ; 
Hir  yelow  hcer  was  broyded  in  a  trcsse, 
Bihinde  hir  bak,  a  yerdo  long,  I 
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.\nd  in  tlio  gfardin,  at  the  sonne  np-riste, 
She  ^'alkcth  up  and  donn,  and  as  hir 

liste 
She  gaderoth  floiircs,  party  vhyte  and 

rede, 
To  make  a  sotil  f^orland  for  hir  hede, 
And  as  an  aung^l  hcvenly  she  song.    1055 
TliG  grete  tour,  that  was  so  thikke  and 

strong, 
Which  of  the  castel  was  the  chief  don- 

goonn,  (199) 

(Ther-as  the  knightes  worcn  in  prisonn, 
Of  whiche  I  tolde  yow,  and  tollen  shal) 
Was  evene  joynant  to  tiie  gardin-wal,  if)6o 
Ther  as  this  Emelye  hadde  hir  pleyinge. 
Bright  was  the  sonne,   and   cleer  that 

morweninge. 
And  Palamon,  this  wofnl  prisoner, 
As  was  his  wonc,  by  leve  of  his  gayler, 
Was  risen,  and  romed  in  a  chambre  on 

hoigh,  1065 

In  which  he  al  the  noble  citee  seigh, 
And  eok  the  gardin,  ful  of  braunches 

grene,  (209) 

Ther-as  this  fresshe  Emelye  the  shene 
Was  in  hir  walk,   and  romed  np  and 

doun.  1069 

This  sorwefnl  prisoner,  this  Palamonn, 
Cl^oth  in  the  chambro,  roming  to  and  fto, 
And  to  him-self  comployning  of  his  wo ; 
That  he  was  bom,  ful  ofto  lie  seyde,  *  alas  !* 
And  so  bifel,  by  aventnro  or  cas. 
That  thnrgh  a  window,  thikke  of  many 

a  barro  1075 

Of  yren  greet,  and  square  as  any  sparre, 
Ho  caste  his  eye  ujKjn  Emelya, 
And  ther-with-al  he  bleynte,  and  cryde 

♦a!'  (220) 

As  though  he  stongen  wore  nn-to  the 

herte.  1079 

And  with  that  cry  Arcite  anon  up-stcrte. 
And    seyde,   'Cosin    myn,    what    eyleth 

thoo. 
That  lul  so  pale  and  dcedly  on  to  see  ? 
Why  crydestow?    who  huth  thee  doon 

offence  ? 
For  Goddes  love,  tak  al  in  pacienco    1084 
Our  prisoun,  for  it  may  non  other  bo  ; 
Fortune  hath  yeven  us  this  advcrsitee. 
Som  wikke  asx)ect  or  disposicioun 
Of  Satume,  by  sum  constellacionn,    (230) 


Hath  yeven  us  this,  al-though  wo  hadde 

it  sworn ; 
So  stood  the  heven  whan  that  we  were 

bom ;  io9i> 

We  moste  endure  it :  this  is  the  short  and 

pleyn.' 
This    Palamon    answerde,  and    seyde 

agoyn, 

*  Cosyn,  for  sothe,  of  this  opinioun 
Thou  hast  a  veyn  imaginacioun. 

This  prison  caused  me  nat  for  to  cryc.  11)95 
But  I  was  hurt  right  now  thurgh-out 

myn  yfi 
In-to  myn  herte,  that  wol  my  bane  be. 
The  faimesse  of  that  lady  that  I  see  (240) 
Yond  in  the  gardin  romen  to  and  iVo, 
Is  cause  of  al  my  crying  and  my  wo.  1 100 
I  noot  wher  she  be  womman  or  goddesse ; 
But  Venus  is  it,  soothly,  as  I  gesse.' 
And  ther-with-al  on  knees  doun  ho  £1, 
And  seyde :  *  Venus,  if  it  be  thy  wil 
Yow  in  this  gardin  thus  to  transfigure  1 105 
Bifore  me,  sorwefVil  wrecche  creature, 
Out  of  this  prisoun  help  that  we  may 

scapen. 
And  if  so  be  my  destinee  be  shapen    (250) 
By  eteme  word  to  dyen  in  prisoun, 
Of  our  linage  have  som  compassioun,  11  id 
That  is  so  lowe  y-broght  by  tirannye.' 
And  with  that  word  Arcite  gan  espye 
Whor-as  this  lady  romed  to  and  fro. 
And  with  that  sighte  hir  beautee  hxnto 

him  so,  II 14 

That,  if  that  Palamon  was  wounded  gore, 
Arcite  is  hurt  as  muehe  as  he,  or  more. 
And  with  a  sigh  he  seyde  pitously  :    C59) 

*  The  fresshe  beautee  sleeth  me  sodeynly 
Of  hir  that  romoth  in  the  yonder  place ; 
And,  but  I  have  hir  mercy  and  hir  grace. 
That  I  may  seen  hir  atte  leeste  weye,  1121 
I  nam  but  deed ;  ther  nis  namore  to  seyc.* 

This  Palamon,  whan   he  tho  wordes 
herde, 
Bispitously  he  loked,  and  answerde  : 
'  Whether  scistow  this  in  emest  or  in 
ploy?'  1125 

'Nay,' quod  Arcite,  *in  emest,  by  my 
fey! 
God  help  me  so,  mo  list  ful  yvele  pleye.' 
This  Palamon  gan  knitto  his  browes 
tweye :  (270) 
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*It  nere/  quod    he,   'to  thee  no  greet 

honour 
For  to  be  fals,  ne  for  to  be  traytonr     1 130 
To  me,  that  am  thy  cosin  and  thy  brother 
Y-8wom  ful  depe,  and  och  of  U8  til  other, 
That  never,  for  to  dyen  in  the  peyne. 
Til  that  the  deeth  departe  shal  us  twe^'ne, 
Neither  of  us  in  love  to  hindren  other,  1 135 
Ne  in  non  other  cas,  my  leve  brother ; 
But  that  thou  sholdest  trewely  forthren  mo 
In  every  cas,  and  I  shal  forthrenthee.  (a8o) 
This  was  thyn  00th,  and  myn  also,  certeyn ; 
I  wot  right  wel,  thou  darstit  natwithseyn. 
Thus  artow  of  my  counseil,  out  of  doute. 
And  now  thou  woldost  falsly  been  aboute 
To  love  my  lady,  whom  I  love  and  serve. 
And  ever  shal,  til  that  myn  herte  sterve. 
Now  certes,  fals  Aroite,  thou  shalt  nat  so. 
T  loved  hir  first,  and  tolde  thee  my  wo  1 146 
As  to  my  counseil,  and  my  brother  sworn 
To  forthre  me,  as  I  have  told  bifom.  (290) 
For  which  thou  art  y-bonnden  as  a  knight 
To  helpen  me,  if  it  lay  in  thy  might,  1150 
Or  elles  artow  fals,  I  dar  wel  se3m.' 

This  Arcit€  ful  proudly  spak  ageyn, 
'Thou  shalt,'  quod  he,   'be  rather  fals 

than  I; 
But  thou  art  fals,  I  telle  thee  utterly ; 
Forpar  omotirl  loved  hir  firster thow.  1 155 
What  wiltow  seyn  ?  thou  wistest  nat  yet 

now 
Whether  she  l)e  a  womman  or  goddesse ! 
Thyn  is  affeccioun  of  holinosse,  (300) 

And  myn  is  love,  as  to  a  creature ; 
For  which  I  tolde  thee  myn  aventure  1 160 
As  to  my  cosin,  and  my  brother  sworn. 
I  pose,  that  thou  lovod^t  hir  bifom  ; 
Wostow  nat  wel  the  olde  clerkes  sawe. 
That  "  who  shal  yeve  a  lover  any  lawe  ?  " 
Love  is  a  gretter  lawe,  by  my  pan,       1165 
Than  may  be  yeve  to  any  orthly  man. 
And  therefore    positif  lawe    and    swich 

decree 
Is  broke  al-day  for  love,  in  ech  degree.  (310) 
A  man  moot  nedes  love,  maugree  his  heed. 
He  may  nat  fleen  it,  thogh  ho  sholde  be 

deed,  I 170 

Al  be  she  maydo,  or  widwe,  or  ollcs  wyf. 
And  eek  it  is  nat  lykly,  al  thy  lyf. 
To  stonden  in  hir  graco ;  namoro  shal  I ; 
For  wel  thou  wooet  thy-selvon,  verraUyi 


That  thou  and  I  be  dampned  to  prisoun 
Perpetuelly ;  us  gayneth  no  raunsoun. 
We  stryve  as  dide  the  houndes  for  the 

boon,  1 1 77 

They  foughte  al  day,  and  yet  hir  part  was 

noon ;  (310) 

Ther  c«m  a  kyte,  whyl  that  they  were 

wrotho. 
And  bar   awey  the  boon    bitwixe  hem 

bothe.  ii8(> 

And  therforo,  at  the  kinges  court,   my 

brother, 
Ech  man  for  hinv-self,  ther  is  non  other. 
Love  if  thee  list ;  for  I  love  and  ay  shal : 
And  soothly,  leve  brother,  this  is  al. 
Here  in  this  prisoun  mote  we  endure,  1 185 
And  evorich  of  us  take  his  aventure.' 
Oreet  was  the  stryf  and  long  bitwixe 

hem  tweye, 
If  that  Ihadde  leysor  for  to  seye;      (330) 
But  to  th'effect.     It  happed  on  a  day, 
(To  teUe  it  yow  as  shortly  as  I  may)   1 190 
A  worthy  duk  that  highte  Pcrotheus, 
That  felawe  was  un-to  duk  Thoseus 
Sin  thilke  day  that  they  were  children 

lyte. 
Was  come  to  Athenos,  his  felawe  to  visyte, 
And  for  to  pleye,  as  he  was  wont  to  do, 
For  in  this  world  he  loved  no  man  so :  11 96 
And  he  loved  him  as  tendrely  agejm. 
So  wel  they  loved,  as  olde  bokes  seyn,  (340) 
That  whan  that  oon  was  deed,  sothly  to 

teUe, 
His  felawe  wente  and  soghte  him  doun  in 

hollo ;  i30() 

But  of  that  story  list  me  nat  to  wryte. 
Duk  Perotheus  loved  wel  Aroite, 
And  hadde  him  knowe  at  Thebes  yeer  by 

yere; 
And  fynally,  at  requoste  and  preyere  1204 
Of  Perotheus,  with-oute  any  raunsoun, 
Duk  Theseus  him  leet  out  of  prisoun. 
Freely  to  goon,  wher  that  him  liste  over-al, 
In  swich  a  gyse,  as  I  you  tellon  shaL  (350) 
This  was  the  forward,  pleynly  for  t'en- 

dj-te, 
Bitwixen  Theseus  and  him  Arcite  :     is  10 
That  if  so  were,  that  Arcite  were  y-founde 
Ever  in  his  lyf,  by  day  or  night  or  stounde 
In  any  con  tree  of  this  Theseus, 
And  he  were  caught,  it  was  aoorded  thus, 
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That  with  a  sword  he  sholde  lose  his 

heod ;  1215 

Ther  nas  non  other  remedye  no  reed, 
Bat  taketh  his  love,  and  homward  he  him 

spodde ;  (559) 

Let  liim  be  war,  his  nekke  lyth  to  wedde ! 

How  greet  a  sorwe  suffroth  now  Aroite ! 

Tlie  deeth  he  feleth  thorgh  his  herte 

amyte ;  1220 

Ho  wepeth,  wayleth,  ciyeth  pitoosly ; 
To  sleen  him-self  he  wayteth  prively. 
He  seyde, '  Alias  that  d^y  that  I  was  bom ! 
Now  is  my  prison  worse  than  bifom  ; 
Now  is  me  shape  eternally  to  dwelle   1225 
Noght  in  porgatorie,  bat  in  helle. 
Alias !  that  ever  knew  I  Porotheos ! 
For  olios  hadde  I  dwelled  with  Theseus 
Y-fetered  in  his  prisonn  ever-mo.        (371) 
Than  hadde  I  been  in  blisse,  and  nat  in  wo. 
Only  the  sighte  of  hir,  whom  that  I  serve, 
Thoagh  that  I  never  hir  grace  may  deserve, 
Wolde  han  saffised  right  y-nongh  for  me. 
O  dere  cosin  Palamon,'  quod  he, 
'  Thyn  is  the  victorie  of  this  aventure,  1235 
Ful  blisfully  in  prison  maistow  dare ; 
In  prison  ?  certes  nay,  bat  in  paradys ! 
Wol  hath  fortane  y-tamod  thee  the  dys, 
Tliat  hast  the  sighte  of  hir,  and  I  th'ab- 

sence.  (381)  1239 

For  possible  is,  sin  thou  hast  hir  presence. 
And  art  a  knight,  a  worthy  and  an  able. 
That  by  som  cas,  sin  fortane  is  ohaonge- 

able, 
Thou  maj^t  to  thy  desyr  som-tjrme  atteyne. 
But  I,  that  am  cxyled,  and  bareyne 
Of  alio  grace,  and  in  so  greet  despeir,  1245 
That  thor  nis  erthe,  water,  fyr,  no  eir, 
Ne  creature,  that  of  hem  maked  is. 
That  may  me  hclpe  or  doon  confort  in  this: 
Wcl  oughte  I  sterve  in  wanhope  and  dis- 

tresse ;  (391) 

Farwel  my  lyf,  my  lust,  and  my  gladnesse ! 
•  Alias,  why  pleynen  folk  so  in  commune 
Of  purvoyaunce  of  God,  or  of  fortune, 
Tliat  yeveth  hem  ful  ofto  in  many  a  gyse 
Wcl  bettre  than  they  can  hem-self  devsrse  ? 
Som  man  desyreth  for  to  han  richesse,  1255 
That  cause  is  of  his  mordre  or  greet  sik- 

nesse. 
And  som  man  wolde  out  of  his  prison  fayn, 
That  in  his  hous  is  of  his  moynee  slayn. 


Infinite  harmes  been  in  this  matere ;  (401) 
We  witon  nat  what  thing  wo  preyen  here. 
We  faren  as  he   that   dronke  is  as  a 

xnous ;  1261 

A  dronke  man  wot  wol  he  hath  an  hous, 
But  he  noot  which  the  righto  wey  is  thider ; 
And  to  a  dronke  man  the  wey  is  slider. 
And  certes,  in  this  world  so  feuren  we ; 
We  seken  faste  after  folicitee,  1266 

But  we  goon  wrong  ftil  often,  trewely. 
Thus  mayweseyen  alio,  and  namely  I,  (410) 
That  wende  and  hadde  a  greet  opinioun, 
That,  if  I  mighte  oscapon  from  prisoun, 
Than  hadde  I  been  in  joye  and  perfit 

hole,  1271 

Ther  now  I  am  exyled  fto  my  wele. 
Sin  that  I  may  nat  seen  yow,  Emelye, 
I  nam  but  deed  ;  ther  nis  no  remedye.* 

Up-on  that  other  syde  Palamon,      1275 
Whan  that  he  wiste  Aroite  was  agon, 
Swich  sorwe  he  maketh,  that  the  grete 

tour 
Besouneth  of  his  youling  and  clamour. 
The  pure  fettros  on  his  shines  grete  (421) 
Weren  of  his  bittre  sal  to  teres  wete.   1280 
*  Alias !  *  quod  he,  *  Arcita,  cosin  myn. 
Of  al  our  stryf,  Ghod  woot,  the  fruyt  is  thyn. 
Thow  walkest  now  in  Thebes  at  thy  large, 
And  of  my  wo  thou  yevest  litel  charge. 
Thou  mayst,  sin  thou  hast  wisdom  and 

manhede,  1285 

Assemblen  alio  the  folk  of  our  kinrede, 
And  make  a  werro  so  sharp  on  this  citee, 
That  by  som  aventure,  or  som  tretee, 
Thou  mayst  have  hir  to  lady  and  to  wyf, 
For  whom  that  I  f  mot  nedos  lose  my  lyf. 
For,  as  by  wey  of  possibilitee,      (433)1291 
Sith  thou  art  at  thy  large,  of  prison  firaie, 
And  art  a  lord,  greet  is  thyn  avauntage, 
More  than  is  myn,  that  sterve  here  in  a 

cage.  1394 

For  I  mot  wepe  and  wayle,  whyl  I  live, 
With  al  the  wo  that  prison  may  me  yivo, 
And  oek  with  peyne  that  love  me  yiveth 

also,  (439) 

That  doubloth  al  my  torment  and  my  wo.* 
Thor-with  the  fyr  of  jelousye  up-sterte 
With-inne  his  brest,  and  hente  him  by 

the  herte  1300 

So  woodly,  that  ho  lyk  was  to  biholde 
The  boz>tree,  or  the  asshen  dede  and  colda. 
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Tho  scyde  ho ;     '  O  cmel    e:oddeSf  that 

govcme 
Thig  world  with  binding  of  your  word 

cteme, 
And  wryten  in  the  table  of  athamannt  1305 
Your  parlomont,  and  your  otcme  graont, 
^Mlat  is  mankinde  moro  nn-to  yow  holde 
Than  is  the  sheep,  that  rouketh  in  the 

folde?  (450) 

For  slayn  is  man  right  as  another  beste, 
And  dwellotli  cok  in  prison  and  areste, 
And  hath  siknosso,  and  greet  adversitee, 
And  ofto  tymes  giltolecs,  pardee  !         13  u 
Whatgovemaance  is  in  this  prescience, 
That  giltclces  tormont«th  innocence  ? 
And  yet  encreseth  this  al  my  ponannce, 
That  man  is  bonnden  to  his  obscrvannce, 
For  Qoddes  sake,  to  lettcn  of  his  wiUe, 
Thcr  as  a  beeet  may  al  his  Inst  fUftllo.  (460) 
And  whan  a  boost  is  deed,  he  hath  no 

pcyno ; 
Tnt  man  afker  his  dooth  moot  wepo  and 

plojTie,  13^0 

Though  in  this  world  he  have  care  and  wo: 
With-outen  douto  it  may  stondon  so. 
Th'  answero  of  this  I  lete  to  divynis, 
But  wel  I  woot,  that  in  this  world  gret 

pyne  is. 
Alias !  I  see  a  serpent  or  a  theef,  1335 

That  many  a  trewo  man  hath  doon  mes- 

choef, 
Ooon  at  his  large,  and  wher  him  list  may 

tumo.  (469) 

Tint  I  mot  been  in  prison  thurgh  Satume, 
And  Gokthurgh  Juno,  jalousand  eekwood, 
Tlxat  hath  destroyed  wel  ny  al  the  blood 
Of  Thebes,  with  his  waste  walles  wydo. 
And  Venus  sloeth  me  on  that  other  Hyde 
For  jelousyo,  and  fore  of  him  Arcite.' 
Now  wol  I  stinto  of  Palamon  a  lyte, 
And  lete  him  in  his  prison  stillo  dwelle, 
And  of  Arcita  forth  I  wol  yow  telle.    1336 
The  somer  posseth,  and    the    nightos 

longe  <479) 

Encreson  double  wyso  the  i>eyne8  stronge 
Botho  of  the  luvoro  and  the  prisoner. 
I  noot  which  hath  tho  wofuUere  mester. 
For  shortly  for  to  soyn,  this  Palamoun 
Porpetnelly  is  dampnod  to  priaoun,     134J 
In  chcynes  and  in  fottros  to  bon  deed ; 
And  Arcite  is  oxyled  upon  his  heed 


For  evor-mo  as  out  of  that  contree,      1.^45 
No  novor-mo  ho  shal  his  lady  see. 

Yow  loveros  axe  I  now  this  questioun. 
Who  hath  tho  worse,  Arcite  or  Palamoun  ? 
That  oon  may  soon  his  lady  day  by  day. 
But  in  prison  ho  moot  dwollo  alway.  i^n 
That  other  wher  him  list  may  rydo  or  (ro, 
But  soon  his  lady  shal  ho  nover-mo.  (4<>4/ 
Now  domoth  as  yow  listo,  yo  that  can, 
For  I  wol  tollo  forth  as  I  bigan. 

Explicit  prima  Pars. 

Seqnitnr  pars  secnnda. 

Whan  that  Arcite  to  Thebes  comen  wnfi, 
Ful  ofte  a  day  ho  swelte  and  soydo  '  alias.* 
For  soon  his  lady  shal  ho  nevor-ma  i  \<7 
And  shortly  to  ooncluden  al  his  wo,  ('51W)) 
So  niuclio  sorwo  had  never  croature 
Tliat  is,  or  shal,  whyl  that  tho  world  may 

dure.  j}(nt 

His  sleep,  his  mete,  his  drink  is  him  biraft. 
That  lene  he  wex,  and  drye  as  is  a  shaft. 
His  eyen  holwo,  and  grisly  to  biholdo ; 
His  hewe  falwo,  and  jmlIo  as  asshcn  coldo, 
And  solitario  ho  was,  and  ever  allone,  i.^'>5 
And  wailling  al  the  night,  making  his 

mono. 
And  if  ho  horde  song  or  instrument. 
Then  woldo  he  wepo,  he  mighto  nat  bo 

stent;  (510J 

So    feblo    oek  were  his   spirits,  and   so 

lowe,  i^M) 

And  chaungcd  8o,that  no  man  coudo  knowe 
His  spoche  nor  his  vois,  though  mon  it 

herde. 
And  in  his  gero,  for  al  the  world  he  fordo 
Nat  oonly  lyk  the  loveres  maladye 
Of  Heroos,  but  rather  lyk  manyo 
Engendrod  of  humour  malencolyk,      1.^75 
Biforon,  in  his  colle  fantastyk. 
And  shortly,  turned  was  al  up-so-douii 
Botho  habit  and  oek  disx>osicioun       i^Av 
Of  him,  this  woful  lovere  daun  Arcite. 

What  sholdo  I  al-day  of  his  wo  ond>'to  ? 
Whan  ho  enduroil  haddo  a  yeer  or  two 
This  cruel  torment,  and  this  jteyne  and  wi>, 
At  Thebes,  in  his  oontroo,  as  I  seyde, 
ITp^n  a  night,  in  sloop  as  ho  him  loydo. 
Him  though  to  liow  that  tho  wingo<l  g^Kl 

Hercurio  13K5 

Bifom  him  ttocd.  and  bad  him  to  bo  muryu. 
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His  slepy  yerdo  in  hond  ho  bar  uprighte ; 
An  hat  he  weredo  np-on  his  heres  brighte. 
Arrayed  was  this  god  (as  ho  took  keep) 
As  ho  was  whan  that  Argus  took  his  sleep ; 
And  seydo  him  thus :  *  T*  AthOn^s  shaltou 
wendo;  (553)  1391 

Ther  is  thee  shapen  of  thy  wo  on  ende.' 
And  with  that  word  Arcite  wook  and  storte. 
'  Now  trewcly,  how  sore  that  me  smerte,* 
Qaod  he,  H' Ath^n^s  right  now  wol  I  fare ; 
No  for  the  drode  of  deeth  shal  I  nat  spare 
To  see  my  lady,  that  I  love  and  serve ; 
]  n  hir  presence  I  recche  nat  to  sterve.'  (540) 
And  with  that  word  he  caoghte  a  greet 
mirour,  1399 

And  saugh  that  channged  wasol  his  colour, 
And  saugh  his  visage  al  in  another  kinde. 
And  right  anoon  it  ran  him  in  his  minde, 
That,  sith  his  face  was  so  disfigured 
Of  maladye,  the  which  he  hadde  endoredf 
He  mighte  wel,  if  that  ho  bar  him  lowe, 
Live  in  Ath^nes  over-more  unknowe,  1406 
And  seen  his  lady  wel  ny  day  by  day. 
And  right  anon  he  channged  his  array, 
And  cladde  hii^  as  a  jiovTe  laborer,    (551) 
And  al  allonc,  save  oonly  a  sqnyer,     1410 
Tliat  knew  his  privetee  and  al  liis  cas, 
Which  was  disgysed  povrely,  as  he  was, 
T'  AthiSniis  is  ho  goon  the  nexte  way. 
And  to  the  court  he  wcnte  np-on  a  day, 
And  at  tho  gat«  lie  profreth  his  servyse. 
To  drugge  and  drawe,  what  so  men  wol 
do\yse.  14,16 

And  shortly  of  this  matere  for  to  seyn. 
Ho  1M  in  office  with  a  cliainberleyn,    (560) 
The  which  that  dwelling  was  with  Emelye; 
For  he  was  wys,  and  coude  soon  aspye  1430 
Of  eveiy  servannt,  which  that  serveth 

here. 
Wel  conde  he  hewcn  wode,  and  water  here. 
For  ho  was  yong  and  mighty  for  the  nones. 
And  thor-to  ho  was  strong  and  big  of  bones 
To  doon  that  any  wight  can  him  devyse. 
A  yeer  or  two  he  was  in  this  servyso. 
Page  of  the  chambre  of  Emelyo  the  brighte ; 
And  '  Philostrate '  he  seide  that  he  highte. 
But  lialf  so  wel  biloved  a  man  as  he  (571) 
No  was  ther  never  in  court,  of  his  degree; 
Ho  was  so  gen  til  of  condicioun,  143 1 

Tluit  thurghout  al  the  court  was  his  re- 
noun* 


They  seyden,  that  it  were  a  charitoe 
That  Theseus  wolde  enhauncen  his  degree, 
And  putten  him  in  worshipful  servyse, 
Ther  as  he  mighto  his  vortu  exoercyse. 
And  thus,  with-inno  a  whyle,  his  name  is 

spronge  1437 

Botho  of  his  dedes,  and  his  goode  tonge, 
That  Theseus  hath  taken  him  so  neer  (581) 
That  of  his  chambre  he  made  him  a  squyer. 
And  3raf  him  gold  tomayntene  his  d^^ree ; 
And  eek  men  broghte  him  out  of  his 

oontree 
From  yeer  to  yeer,  ful  prively,  his  rente ; 
But  honestly  and  slyly  he  it  spente. 
That  no  man  wondrod  how  that  he  it 

hadde.  1445 

And  three  yeer  in  this  wjrse  his  lyf  he 

ladde, 
And  bar  him  so  in  x>ees  and  eek  in  worre, 
Ther  nas  no  man  that  Theseus  hath  derre. 
And  in  this  blisso  lete  I  now  Arcite,  (591) 
And  spoke  I  wol  of  Palamon  a  l^'te.  1450 
In  derknesse  and  horrible  and  strong 

prisoun 
This  seven  yeer  hath  seten  Palamoun, 
Forpyned,  what  for  wo  and  for  distresso  ; 
Who  feleth  double  soor  and  hovinesse 
But  Palamon  ?  that  love  destreyneth  so. 
That  wood  out  of  his  wit  he  gooth  for  wo ; 
And  eek  therto  he  is  a  prisoner  1457 

Perpetuelly,  noght  oonly  for  a  yeer.   (6uo) 
Who  coude  lyme  in  English  proprely 
His  martirdom  ?  for  sothe,  it  am  nat  I ; 
Therefore  I  passe  as  lightly  as  I  may. 

It  fel  that  in  the  seventhe  yeer,  in  May, 
The  thridde  night,  (as  olde  bokes  seyn. 
That  al  this  storie  tellen  more  pleyn,) 
Were  it  by  aventuro  or  destinee,         1465 
(As,  whan  a  thing  is  shapen,  it  shal  be,) 
That,  sone  after  the  midnight,  Palamovui, 
By  helping  of  a  freend,  brak  his  prisoan. 
And  fleeth  the  oitee,  faste  as  he  may  go ; 
For  he  had  yive  his  gayler  drinke  so  1470 
Of  a  clarree,  maad  of  a  certeyn  wyn,  (613) 
With  nercotikcs  and  opie  of  Thebes  fyn. 
That  al  that  night,  thogh  that  men  wolde 

him  shako. 
The  gayler  sleep,  he  mighte  nat  awake ; 
And  thus  he  fleeth  as  faste  as  ever  he 

may.  1475 

The  night  was  short,  and  faste  by  the  day, 
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That  nedes-costhexnoflitekim-selven  hydo, 
And  til  a  f^rovoy  faste  ther  be^de,  (620) 
With  dredfiil  foot  than  stalketh   Pala- 

moun. 
For  shortly,  thia  vras  his  opinionn,       1480 
That  in  that  grove  ho  wolde  him  hyde  al 

day, 
And  in  the  night  than  wolde  he  take  his 

way 
To  Thebes-ward,  his  freendes  for  to  preye 
On  Theseus  to  helpe  him  to  werrejre ; 
And  shortly,  onther  he  wolde  leso  his  lyf, 
Or  winnen  Emolye  un-to  his  wyf;       i486 
This  is  th'effect  and  his  entente  pleyn. 

Now  wol  I  tome  nn-to  Arcite  agejm,  (630) 
That  litel  wisto  how  ny  that  was  his 

care, 
Til  that  fortune  had  broght  him  in  the 

snare.  1490 

The  bisy  larke,  messager  of  day, 
RalaCth  in  hir  song  the  morwe  gray ; 
And  fyry  Phebos  ryseth  up  so  brighte, 
That  al  the  orient  langheth  of  the  lighte. 
And  with  his  stremcs  dryeth  in  the  groves 
The  silver  dropoi,  hanging  on  the  leves. 
And  Arcit«,  that  is  in  the  court  royal 
With  Theseus,  his  squyer  principal,  (640) 
Is  risen,  and  loketh  on  the  myrie  day. 
And,  for  to  doon  his  observaunoe  to  May, 
Bemembring  on  the  poynt  of  his  de^yr. 
He  on  a  courser,  sterting  as  the  fyr,    1502 
Is  riden  in-to  the  foeldes,  him  to  pleye, 
Out  of  the  court,  were  it  a  myle  or  tweye ; 
And  to  the  grove,  of  which  that  I  yow 

toldo,  1505 

By  aventure,  his  wey  he  gan  to  holde, 
To  maken  him  a  gerland  of  the  greves, 
Were  it  of  wodebinde  or  hawethom-leves. 
And  loude  he  song  agoyn  the  sonne  shene  : 
'  May,  with  alio  thy  floures  and  thy  grene, 
Wel-come  be  thou,  faire  fresshe  May,  151 1 
I  hope  that  I  som  grene  gete  may.'    (654) 
And  from  his  courser,  with,  a  lusty  herte, 
In-to  the  grove  ful  hastily  he  sterte. 
And  in  a  path  he  romoth  up  and  doun, 
Ther-as,  by  aventure,  this  Palamoun  1516 
Was  in  a  bush,  that  no  man  mighte  him 

see, 
For  sore  afered  of  his  deeth  was  he.  (660) 
No-thing  ne  knew  ho  that  it  was  Aroito : 
God  wot  he  wolde  have  trowed  it  ftd  lyte. 


But  sooth  is  seyd,  gon  sithen  many  yeres. 
That  *  feeld  hath  eyen,  and  the  wode  hath 

eres.'  1522 

It  is  ful  fair  a  man  to  here  him  evene, 
For  al-day  meteth  men  at  unset  stevene. 
Ful  litel  woot  Arcite  of  his  felawe,      1535 
That  was  so  ny  to  hcrknen  al  his  sawe, 
For  in  the  busli  he  sitteth  now  fUl  stille. 
Whan  that  Arcite  had  romed  al  his  fille, 
And  songcn  al  the  roundel  lustily,      (671) 
In-to  a  studie  he  fil  sodoynly,  1530 

As  doon  thise  loveres  in  hir  qnosmte  geres. 
Now  in  the  croppe,  now  doun  in  the  breres. 
Now  up,  now  doiin,  as  boket  in  a  welle. 
Right  as  the  Friday,  soothly  for  to  telle. 
Now  it  shyneth,  now  it  rcyneth  faste,   1535 
Right  so  can  gery  Venus  overcasto 
The  hertes  of  hir  folk ;  right  as  hir  day 
Is  gerful,  right  so  chaungeth  she  array. 
Selde  is  the  Friday  al  the  wyke  y-lyke. 
Whan  that  Arcite  had  songe,  he  gan  to 

syko,  (683)  1540 

And  setto  him  doun  with-ontcnany  more : 
*  Alas ! '  qnof  1  he,  *  that  day  that  I  was  bore ! 
How  longo,  Juno,  thurgh  thy  crueltee, 
Woltow  werroyen  Thebes  the  citee  ? 
Alias !  y-broght  is  to  confoaioun  1545 

The  blood  royal  of  Cadme  and  Amphioun ; 
Of  Cadmus,  which  that  was  the  firsto 

man  (689) 

That  Thebes  bulte,  or  first  the  toun  bigan, 
And  of  the  cit«e  ftnt  was  crounod  king. 
Of  his  linage  am  I,  and  his  of-spring  1550 
By  verray  ligne,  as  of  the  stok  royal : 
And  now  I  am  so  caitif  and  so  thral, 
That  he,  that  is  my  mortal  enemy, 
I  serve  him  as  his  squyer  povrely.       1554 
And  yet  doth  Juno  me  wel  more  shame. 
For  I  dar  noght  biknowe  myn  owne  name ; 
But  ther-aa  I  was  wont  to  highte  Arcite, 
Now  highte  I  Philostrate,  noght  worth  a 

myto.  (700) 

Alias !  thou  felle  Mars,  alias !  Juno,    1559 
Thus  hath  your  ire  our  kinrede  al  fordo, 
Save  only  me,  and  wrecched  Palamoun, 
That  Theseus  martyreth  in  prisoun. 
And  over  al  this,  to  sleen  me  utterly. 
Love  hath  his  fyry  dart  so  brenningly 
Y-stiked  thurgh  my  trewe  careful  herte, 
That  shapen  was  my  deeth  erst  than  Toy 

sherte.  1566 
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Y©  sleen  me  with  your  eyen,  Emelye ; 
Ye  been  the  cause  wherfor  that  I  dye.  (710) 
Of  al  the  romenant  of  myn  other  care 
Ne  sette  I  uat  tho  inountaunce  of  a  tare, 
So  that  I  coudo  don  aught  to  your  pie- 

saunce ! '  1571 

And  with  that  word  ho  ill   donn   in  a 

traunce 
A  lond^  tymo ;  and  after  ho  up-eterte. 
This    Palamoun,   that    though te    that 

thurgh  his  herto  (716)  1574 

Ho  felto  a  cold  swcrd  sodeynlicho  glyde, 
For  ire  he  quook,  no  lenger  wolde  he  l^do. 
And  whan  that  ho  hod  herd  Arcitos  talo, 
As  ho  were  wood,  with  face  deed  and  pale, 
He  storte  him  up  out  of  the  buskes  thikke, 
And  seyde  :  *  Arcite,  false  traitour  wikke, 
Now  artow  hent,  that  lovest  my  lady  so, 
For  whom  that  I  have  al  this  peyne  and 

wo,  158J 

And  art  my  blood,  said  to  my  counseil 

sworn, 
As  I  ful  ofto  have  told  thee  heer-bifom. 
And  hast  by-japed  hero  duk  Theseus,  1585 
And  falsly  chaunged  hast  thy  name  thus; 
I  wol  bo  deed,  or  ellos  thou  shalt  dye. 
Thou  shalt  nat  love  my  lady  Emelye,  (730) 
But  I  wol  lovo  hir  only,  and  namo  ; 
For  I  am  Palamoun,  thy  mortcd  fo.     1590 
And  though  that  I  no  wepne  have  in  this 

place, 
But  out  of  prison  am  astort  by  grace, 
I  dredo  noght  that  outher  thou  shalt  dye, 
Or  thou  ne  shalt  nat  loven  Emelye. 
Choes  which  thou  wilt,  for  thou  shalt  nat 

asterte.'  1595 

This  Arcite,  with  ful  despitous  herte, 
Whan  he  him  knew,  and  haddo  his  tale 

herd. 
As  fiers  as  leoun,  pulled  out  a  swerd,  (740) 
And  seydo  thus  :  '  by  God  that  sit  above, 
Nere  it  that  thou  art  sik,  and  wood  for  love. 
And  eek  that  thou  no  wepne  hast  in  this 

place,  1601 

Thou  sholdest  never  out  of  this  grove  pace. 
That  thou  no  sholdest  dyen  of  myn  bond. 
For  I  defye  the  seurtee  and  tho  bond 
Which  that  thou  seyst  that  I  have  maad 
to  thoe.  1605 

What,  verray  fool,  think  wcl  that  love  is 
free,  (748) 


And  I  wol  love  hir,  maugre  al  thy  might ! 
But,  for  as  mucho  thou  art  a  worthy  knight, 
And  wilnest  to  darreyno  hir  by  bataylc. 
Have  hcor  my  trouthe,  to-morwe  I  wol 
nat  fayle,  1610 

With-outen  witing  of  any  other  wight, 
That  here  I  wol  bo  founden  as  a  knight, 
And  bringen  hameys  right  y-nough  for 

thee; 
And  chees  the  beste,  and  levo  tho  worste 

for  me. 
And  mote  and  drinke  this  night  wol  I 
brlnge  1015 

Y-nough  for  thee,   and  clothes  for  thy 
beddinge.  (758) 

And,  if  so  be  that  thou  my  lady  winne. 
And  slee  me  in  this  wode  ihor  I  am  inne, 
Tlion  mayst  wol  have  thy  lady,  as  for  m©.* 
This  Palamon  answerde :    '  I  graunte  it 
thee.*  i6ao 

And  thus  they  been  departed  til  a-morwe. 
When  ech  of  hem  had  leyd  his  feitli  to 
borwe. 
O  Cupide,  out  of  alio  charitee ! 
O  regno,  that  wolt  no  felawe  have  with 

thee! 
Ful  sooth  is  scyd,  that  lovo  ne  lordshipc 
Wol  noght,  his  thankes,  have  no  felawe- 
shipe ;  1626 

Wei  linden  that  Arcite  and  Palamonn. 
Arcite  is  riden  anon  un-to  the  toun,  (770) 
And  on  the  morwo,   or  it  wore  dayea 

light, 
Ful  prively  two  hamejrs  hath  he  dight,  1630 
Bothe  suffisaunt  and  meto  to  darreyne 
The  bataille    in   tho  feeld    bitwix  hem 

tweyne. 
And  on  his  hors,  allono  as  ho  was  bom. 
Ho  caricth  al  this  hameys  him  bifom ; 
And  in  the  grove,  at  tymo  and  place  y-set. 
This  Arcite  and  this  Palamon  ben  met. 
Tho  chaungen  gan  the  colour  in  hir  face ; 
Right  as  the  hunter  in  the  regno  of  Trace, 
That  stondeth  at  the  gappe  with  a  spere, 
Wlian  hunted  is  tho  leoun  or  the  bere, 
And  hereth  him  come  russhing  in  the 
groves,  (783)  1641 

And  brekoth  bothe  bowes  and  the  loves. 
And  thinketh,  *heer  cometh  my  mortel 

enemy, 
With-oute  faile,  he  moot  be  deed,  or  I ; 
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yor  outlier  I  mot  sloon  hizn  at  the  gappo, 
Or  he  mot  slcen  me,  if  that  me  mishappo : ' 
So    ferden    they,  in    chaunging  of  hir 

hewe,  1647 

As  fer  OS  everich  of  hem  other  knewe.  (790) 
Tlior  nas  no  good  da>',  ne  no  saining ; 
But  strcight,  with-oaten  word  or  rehersing, 
Everich  of  hem  halp  for  to  armen  other, 
As  freendly  as  ho  were  his  owno  brother ; 
And  after  that,  with  sharpe  speres  stronge 
They  foynen  cch  at  other  wonder  longe. 
Tliou  mightest  wene  that  this  Palamonn 
In  his  fighting  were  a  w^ood  leonn,      1656 
And  as  a  cruel  tygro  was  Arcite : 
As  wilde  bores  gonne  they  to  Binyto,  (8oo> 
That    frothcn  whyto    as    foom  for    ire 

wood. 
L'p  to  the  ancle  foghto  they  in  hir  blood. 
And  in  this  wyso  I  lete  hem  fighting  dwelle; 
And  forth  I  wol  of  Theseus  yow  telle* 

The  dMtince,  ministre  general, 
Tliat  oxocuteth  in  the  world  over-al 
The  purveyaunce,  that  GKxl  hath,  seyn 

bifom,  *    1665 

80  strong  it  is,  that,  though  the  world 

had  sworn         % 
The  contrarie  of  a  thing,  by  ye  or  nay, 
Yet  somtyme  it  shal  fallen  on  a  day  (810) 
That  falleth  nat  oft  with-inno  a  thousand 

yore. 
For  certeinly,  our  appetytes  here,        1670 
Be  it  of  werre,  or  pees,  or  hate,  or  love, 
Al  is  this  rculod  by  the  sighte  above. 
This  mene  I  now  by  mighty  Theseus, 
That  for  to  honten  is  so  desirous. 
And  namely  at  the  grete  hert  in  May,  1675 
That  in  his  bed  ther  dawoth  him  no 

day, 
Tliat  ho  nis  clad,  and  redy  for  to  xydo 
With  hunto  and  horn,  and  houndes  him 

bisydo.  (820) 

For  in  his  hunting  hath  ho  swich  delyt, 
Tliat  it  is  al  his  joye  and  appetyt        1680 
To  been  him-self  tho  grete  hertos  bane ; 
For  after  Mars  ho  serveth  now  Diane. 

CIcor  was  the  day,  as  I  have  told  er  this, 
And  Theseus,  with  alle  joye  and  blis, 
With  his  Ipolita,  the  fa>T0  queue,       1685 
And  Emelye,  clothed  al  in  grone, 
On  hunting  be  they  riden  royally. 
And  to  the  grove,  that  stood  ful  faste  by, 


In  which  ther  was  an  hert,  as  men  him 

tolde,  (831) 

Duk    Theseus    the  streighte    wey   hath 

holde.  1690 

And  to  tho  launde  he  rydeth  him  ful  right, 
For  thider  was  the  hert  wont  have  his 

flight. 
And  over  a  brook,  and  so  forth  on  his  weye. 
This  duk  wol  han  a  cours  at  him,  or  tweye, 
With  houndes,  swiohe  as  that  him  list 

comaunde.  1695 

And  whan  this  duk  was  come  un-to  the    t 

launde, 
Under  the  sonne  he  loketh,  and  anon 
He  was  war  of  Arcito  and  Palamon,  (840) 
That  foughten  breme,  as  it  were  bores  two ; 
Thebrighteswerdeswenten  to  and  fro  1700 
So  hidously,  that  with  the  leeste  strook 
It  seemed  as  it  wolde  felle  an  00k ; 
But  what  they  wore,  no-thing  he  no  woot. 
This  duk    his    courser  with  his  spores 

smoot. 
And  at  a  stert  he  was  bitwix  hem  two,  1705 
And  pulled  out  a  sword  smd  crj'cd,  *ho  ! 
Namore,  up  i>eyne  of  lesing  of  your  heod. 
By  mighty  Mars,  he  shal  anon  bo  deed,  (850) 
That  smyteth  any  strook,  that  I  may  seen! 
But  telleth  mo  what  mister  men  ye  been, 
That  been  so  hardy  for  to  fighten  hero  171 1 
With-outen  juge  or  other  officere, 
As  it  wcro  in  a  listos  royally ? ' 

This  Palamon  answcrde  hastily 
And  seyde:   *sire,  what  nedeth  wordos 


mo? 


«7i5 


We  have  the  deoth  deserved  bothe  two. 
Two  woful  wrecches  been  we,  two  cny- 

tyves,  (859) 

That  been  encombrcd  of  our  owne  lyves ; 
And  as  thou  art  a  rightful  lord  and  juge, 
No  yovo  us  neither  mercy  ne  refuge,    1720 
But  slee  me  first,  for  seynte  charitoe ; 
But  slee  my  felawe  cek  as  wol  as  mo. 
Or  sloo  him  first;  for,  though  thou  knowo 

it  lyte, 
This  is  thy  mortal  fo,  this  is  Arcite,   1724 
That  fro  thy  lond  is  banished  on  his  heod, 
For  which  he  hath  deserved  to  bo  deed. 
For  this  is  ho  that  cam  un-to  thy  gate, 
Andseydo,  that  ho  highte  Philostrate.  (870) 
Thus  hath  he  japed  theo  ftil  many  a  yeer, 
And  thou  has  maked  him  thy  chief  squyer : 
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And  this  is  ho  that  loveth  Emelje.      1731 
For  sith  tho  day  is  come  that  I  shal  dye, 
I  make  pleynly  my  confossionn, 
That  I  am  thilko  woful  Pulamonn, 
That  hath  thy  prison  broken  wikkedly. 
I  am  thy  mortal  fo,  and  it  am  I  1736 

That  loveth  so  hoto  Emelyo  the  brighto, 
That  I  wol  dye  present  in  hir  sighte.  (880) 
Thcrforo  I  axo  dcoth  and  my  juwyse ; 
But  sleo  my  felawo  in  the  same  wyve,  1740 
For  botho  han  wo  dc8er\'cd  to  bo  slayn.' 

This  worthy  dak  answerde  anon  agayn, 
And  seydo,  *  This  is  a  short  conclnsioon  : 
Youro  owne  month,  by  yonr  confessionn, 
Hath  dampned  you,  and  I  wol  it  reoorde, 
It  nedeth  noght  to  pyno  yow  with  the 

corde.  1746 

Ye  shul  be  deed,  by  mighty   Mars  the 

rede  ] ' 
Tho  quene  anon,  for  verray  womxnan- 

hede,  (890) 

Gan  for  to  wepo,  and  so  dido  Emelye, 
And  alio  the  ladies  in  the  companye.  1750 
Orct  pitoe  was  it,  as  it  thooghte  hem  alle. 
That  over  swich  a  channce  sholde  falle ; 
For  gontil  men  they  were,  of  greet  estat, 
And  no-thing  but  for  love  was  this  debat ; 
And  sawe  hir  blody  wonndes  Avyde  and 

sore ;  1755 

And  alle  crydon,  botho  lasse  and  more, 
^Have  mercy,   lord,   up-on   us  wonunen 

alio!' 
And  on  hir  bare  knees  adoun  they  falle. 
And  wolde  have  kist  his  feet  ther-as  ho 

stood,  (901) 

Til  at  tho  lasto  aslaked  was  his  mood ;  1760 
For  pitco  renneth  sone  in  gcntU  herte. 
And  though  he  first  for  ire  quook  and 

stcrte. 
Ho  hath  considered  shortly,  in  a  clause, 
The  trospas  of  hem  bothe,  and  eek  tho 

cause : 
And    al-though    that    his    ire    hir    gilt 

accused,  (907)  1765 

Yet  in  his  rc^on  he  hem  botho  excused  ; 
As  thus  :  ho  thoghto  wcl,  that  every  man  1 
Wol  hi»li)e  him-self  in  lovo,  if  that  he  can. 
And  eek  delivorc  him-self  out  of  prisoun  ; 
And  eek  his  herto  had  comxMissioun  1770 
Of  wommen,  for  they  wepen  ever  in  oon; 
And  in  his  gentil  herto  ho  thoghte  anoon, 


And  soile  nn-to  himself  ho  seyde :  *  fy 
Up-on  a  lord  that  wol  have  no  mercy, 
But  boon  a  leonn,  bothe  in  word  and 

dede,  1775 

To  hem  that  been  in  rei>entaunce  and 

drede 
As  wel  as  to  a  proud  despitous  man  C919) 
That  wol  maynteyne  that  he  first  bigan  ! 
That  lord  hath  litel  of  discrecioun. 
That  in  swich  cas  can  no  divisioun,     1780 
But  weyeth  prydo  and  humblosso  after 

oon.' 
And  shortly,  whan  his  ire  is  thus  agoon, 
Ho  gan  to  lokon  up  with  oyen  lightc, 
And    spak    thiso    same    wordes    al    on 

highto : — 
'  The  god  of  love,  a !  benediciU^  1785 

How  mighty  and  how  greet  a  lord  is  ho  ! 
Ayeins    his    might    ther  gayneth   none 

obstacles, 
He  may  be  doped  a  god  for  his  miracles ; 
For  he  can  maken  at  his  owne  gyso    (93 1 ) 
Of  everich  herte,  as  that  him  list  devyse. 
Lo  heer,  this  Arcite  and  this  Palamonn, 
That  quitly  weren  out  of  my  prisoun,  179a 
And  mighte  han  livod  in  Thebes  royally, 
And  witen  I  am  hir  mortal  enemy, 
And  that  hir  dcoth  l^'th  in  my  might 

also ;  1795 

And  yet  hath  lovo,  maugrce  hir  eyen  two, 
Y-broght  hem  hider  botho  for  to  dye ! 
Now  loketh,  is  nat  that  an  heigh  folye  ? 
Who  may  boon  a  fool,  but-if  ho  love  ?  (5^1) 
Bihold,  for  Qoddos  sake  that  sit  above,  i8cx) 
Se  how  they  bledo !  be  they  noght  wel 

arrayed? 
Thus    hath  hir    lord,   tho  god  of  love, 

y-payed 
Hir  wages  and  hir  fees  for  hir  servyse ! 
And  yet  they  weuen  for  to  been  ftil  wyse 
That  serveu  lovo,  for  aught  that  may 

bifalle !  1805 

But  this  is  yet  the  beste  game  of  alle, 
That  she,  for  whom  they  han  this  jolitee, 
Can  hem  ther-for  as  mucho  thank  as  me ; 
She  woot  namore  of  al  this  hote  fare,  (951) 
By  Qod,  than  woot  a  cokkow  or  an  Imro  ! 
But  al  mot  been  assayed,  hoot  and  cold ; 
A  man  mot  been  a  fool,  or  yong  or  old ; 
I  woot  it  by  my-self  fulyore  agoon  :    1813 
For  in  my  tyme  a  servant  was  I  oon. 
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And  tlierforo,  Bin  I  knowe  of  loves  peyne, 
And  woot  how  soro  it  can  a  man  distroyne, 
As  lie  that  hath  bon  caught  ofte  in  his  las, 
I  yow  foryeve  al  hooUy  this  trespas,  (960) 
Atreqnosteof  the  qnenethat  knoloth  here, 
And  00k  of  Emelye,  my  sustor  dere.   1820 
And  ye  shol  botho  anon  nn-to  me  swere. 
That  nover-mo  ye  shul  my  oontree  dere, 
Xe  make  "werre  ni>-on  me  night  ne  day, 
But  been  my  freendos  in  al  that  ye  may ; 
I  yow  foryeve  this  trespas  every  del.'  1825 
And  they  him  swore  his  axing  fayro  and 

wel, 

And  himof  lordshipe  and  of  mercy  preyde. 

And  he  hem  grannteth  grace,  and  thns  he 

seyde :  (970) 

'  To  spcke  of  rojral  linage  and  richeme. 

Though  that  she  were  a  quene  or  a  prin- 

cesse,  1850 

Kch  of  yow  bothe  is  worthy,  dontelees, 
To  wedden  whan  tyme  is,  but  nathelees 
I  speke  as  for  my  sustor  Emelye, 
For  whom  ye  have  this  stryf  and  jelonsye; 
Ye  woot  yonr-self,  she  may  not  wedden  two 
At  ones,  though  ye  tighten  ever-mo  :  1836 
That  oon  of  yow,  al  be  him  looth  or  leef. 
He  moot  go  pjrpen  in  an  ivy-leef ;       (980) 
This  is  to  seyn,  she  may  nat  now  han 

bothe, 
Al  be  ye  never  so  jolous,  ne  so  wrothe.  1840 
And  for-thy  I  yow  putto  in  this  degree, 
That  cch  of  yow  shal  have  his  destineo 
As  him  is  shax>e ;  and  herknoth  in  what 

wyse; 
Jx>,  heer  your  ende  of  that  I  shal  devyso. 
My  wil  is  this,  for  plat  conclusioun,  1845 
With-outen  any  replicacioun, 
If  that  yow  lyketh,  tak  it  for  the  bcste, 
That  everich  of  yow  shal  gon  wher  him 

lesto  (990) 

If'rely,  with-outen  raunson  or  daunger ; 
And  this  day  fifty  wykes,  for  ne  ner,  1850 
Everich  of  yow  shal  bringe  an  hundred 

knightes. 
Armed  for  listes  up  at  alle  rightes, 
Al  redy  to  darreyno  hir  by  bataillc. 
And  this  bihote  I  yow,  with-outen  faille, 
trp-on  my  troutho,  and  as  I  am  a  knight. 
That  whether  of  yow  bothe  that  hath 

might,  (998)  1856 

This  is  to  sejm.  that  whether  he  or  thoa 


Hay  with  his  hundred,  as  I  spak  of  now, 
Sleen  his  contrarie,  or  out  of  listes  dryve, 
Him  shal  I  yeve  Emolya  to  wyve,        i860 
To  whom  that  fortune  yeveth  so  fair  a 

grace. 
The  listes  shal  I  maken  in  this  place. 
And  Qod  so  wisly  on  my  soulo  rowe. 
As  I  shal  even  juge  been  and  trewe.    1864 
Ye  shul  non  other  ende  with  me  maken, 
That  oon  of  yow  ne  shal  be  deed  or  taken. 
And  if  yow  thinkoth  this  is  welynsayd, 
Sc3^h  your  avys,  and  holdeth  yow  apayd. 
This  is  your  ende  and  your  conclusioun.' 
Who  loketh  lightly  now  bntPalamoun? 
Who  springeth  up  for  joye  but  Arcite  ?  187 1 
Who  couthe  telle,  or  who  ooutho  it  cndyte. 
The  joye  that  is  maked  in  the  place 
Whan  Theseus  hath  doon  so  fair  a  grace? 
But  doun  on  knees  wente  eveiy  maner 

wight,  1875 

And  thanked  him  with  al  her  herto  and 

might. 
And  namely  the  Thebans  ofto  sytho. 
And  thus  with  good  hope  and  with  herto 

blj^ho  (loao) 

They  take  hir  leve,  and  hom-ward  gonno 

they  ryde 
To  Thebes,  with  his  olde  walles  wyde.  1880 
Explicit  secunda  pars. 
Seqnitnr  pars  tercia. 
I  trowo  men  woldo  dome  it  necligence. 
If  I  foryete  to  tellen  the  disponce 
Of  Theseus,  that  goth  so  bisily 
To  maken  up  the  listes  royally ; 
That  swich  a  noble  theatre  as  it  was,  1885 
I  dar  wel  seyn  that  in  this  world  thcr 

nas. 
The  circuit  a  myle  was  abonte,  (1029) 

Walled  of  stoon,  and  diched  al  with-outc. 
Round  was  the  shap,  in  maner  of  compas, 
Ful  of  degrees,  the  heigh  te  of  sixty  pas,  i  ^  > 
That,  whan  a  man  was  set  on  o  degree, 
He  letted  nat  his  felawe  for  to  see. 

Est-word  ther  stood  a  gate  of  marbel 

whj't. 
West-ward,  right  swich  another  in  the 

opposit.  1894 

And  shortly  to  conoludcn,  swich  a  place 
Was  noon  in  orthe,  as  in  so  litel  space ; 
For  in  the  lond  ther  nas  no  crafty  man, 
That  geometric  or  ars-metrik  can,    (1040) 
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Ne  purtreyour,  ne  kervor  of  images, 
That  Theseus  ne  yaf  him  mete  and  wages 
The  theatre  for  to  maken  and  de^Tse.  1901 
And  for  to  doon  his  ryte  and  sacrifyse, 
Ho  est-ward  hath,  np-on  the  gate  above, 
In  worship  of  Venus,  goddeese  of  love, 
Don  make  an  auter  and  an  oratorio ;  1905 
And    west-ward,  in  the  minde  and  in 

memorie 
Of  Mars,    he  maked  hath  right  swich 

another, 
That  coste  largely  of  gold  a  fothor.   (1050) 
And  north-ward,  in  a  touret  on  the  wal. 
Of  alabastre  whyt  and  reed  coral        1910 
An  oratorio  riche  for  to  see, 
In  worship  of  Dyane  of  chastitoo, 
Hath  Theseus  don  wroght  in  noble  wyse. 

But  yet  hadde  I  foryeten  to  dovyse 
The  noble  kerving,  and  the  portreitures, 
The  shap,  the  countenaunce,  and    the 

figures,  1916 

That  woren  in  thise  oratorios  three. 
First  in  the  temple  of  Venus  maystow 

see  (1060) 

Wroght  on  the  wal,  ful  pitous  to  biholde. 
The  broken  slopes,  and  the  sykes  colde  ; 
The  sacrod  tores,  and  the  waymenting ; 
The  fyry  strokes  of  the  desiring,  1932 

That  loves  ser\'aunts  in  this  lyf  enduren ; 
Tho  othos,  that  hir  covenants  assuren ; 
PIcsaunco  and  hope,   desyr,   fool-hardi- 

nosse,  1935 

Ik^autee  and  youthe,  bauderie,  richesse, 
Charmos  and  force,  lesingos,  flaterye. 
Dispense,  bisynesso,  and  jolousye,     (1070) 
That  wored  of  yelwe  goldes  a  gerlaud, 
And  a  cokkow  sitting  on  hir  hand  ;     1930 
IVstes,  instruments,  caroles,  daunoes, 
Lust  and  array,  and  alio   the  circum- 

staunccs 
Of  love,  whiche  that  I  rekne  and  rekne 

shal, 
By  ordre  weren  peynted  on  the  wal,  1954 
And  mo  than  I  can  make  of  mencioun. 
For  soothly,  al  the  mount  of  Citheroun, 
Ther  Venus  hath  hir  principal  dwelling, 
Was  shewed  on  the  wal  in  portreying. 
With  al  the  gnrdin,  and  tho  Instinesse. 
Nat  was  foryisten  the  jwrter  Ydelnesse, 
Ne  Narcisus  tho  faire  of  yore  agon,      194 1 
Ne  yet  tho  folyo  of  king  Salamon,     (1084) 


Ne  yet  the  grete  strengthe  of  Hercules — 
Th*enohauntemctat8  of  Medea  and  Circes — 
Ne  of  Tumus,  with  the  hardy  fierscorage. 
The  riche  Cresus,  caytif  in  senrage.     1946 
Thus    may   ye   seen    that    wisdom    n« 

richesse, 
Beautee  ne  sleighte,  strengthe,  ne  hardi- 

nesse,  (1090) 

Ne  may  with  Venus  holde  champartye ; 
For  as  hir  list  the  world  than  may  she 

gyo*  1950 

Lo,   alle  thise  folk  so  caught  were  in 

hir  las. 
Til  they  for  wo  ful  ofte  seyde  *  alios ! ' 
Sufiyoeth  heer  ensamples  oon  or  two. 
And  though  I  coude  rekne  a  thousand  mo. 
Tho  statue  of  Venus,  glorious  for  to  see. 
Was  naked  fleting  in  the  large  see,     195C 
And  fro  the  navele    doun   all  covered 

was 
With  wawes  greno,  and  brighte  as  any 

glas.  (iioo) 

A  citole  in  hir  right  hand  hadde  she. 
And  on  hir  heed,  ful  semely  for  to  see,  i960 
A  rose  gerland,  fresh  and  wel  smellinge ; 
Above  hir  heed  hir  dow>-e8  flikeringe. 
Bifom  hir  stood  hir  sone  Cupido, 
Up-on  his  shuldres  winges  hadde  he  two ; 
And  blind  he  was,  as  it  is  ofte  sene ;   1965 
A  bowe  he  bar  and  arwes  brighte  and 

kene. 
Why  sholde  I  noght  as  wel  eek  telle 

yow  al 
The  portreiture,  that  was  up-on  the  wal 
With-inne  the  templo  of  mighty  Mam  the 

rede?  (mi) 

Al  poyntod  was  tho  wal,  in  lengthe  and 

brede,  1970 

Lyk  to  the  estres  of  the  grisly  place, 
That  highte  the  greto  temple  of  Mars  in 

Trace, 
In  thilke  colde  f^rosty  regioun, 
Thor-as  Mars  hath  his  sovereyn  mansionn. 
First  on  tho  wal  was  peynted  a  foreste, 
In  which  ther  dwelleth  neither  man  ne 

beste,  1976 

With  knotty  knarry  bareyn  trefis  olde 
Of  stubbes  sharpe  and  hidous  to  biholde ; 
In  which  ther  ran  a  rumbel  and  a  swough, 
As  though  a  storm  sholde  breston  every 

bough :  1980 
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And  downward  from  an  hillo,  under  a 

bente,  (ii<23)  1981 

Ther  stood  the    temple  of  Mars  armi- 

potente, 
Wroght    al    of   bnmod  steel,  of  which 

thentree 
Was  long  and  streit,  and  gastly  for  to  see. 
And  ther-ont  cam  a  rage  and  snch  a  vesOf 
That  it  made  al  the  gates  for  to  rose.  1986 
The  northren  light  in  at  the  dores  shoon, 
For  windowo  on  the  wal  ne  was  ther  noon, 
Thorgh  which  men  mighten  any  light 

disccrnc.  (113O 

The  dores  were  alle  of  adamant  eteme, 
Y-clenched  overthwartand  endelong  1991 
With  iren  tough ;   and,  for  to  make  it 

strong, 
Every  pilor,  the  temple  to  snstene, 
Was  tonne-greet,  of  iren  bright  and  shene. 
Ther  saogh  I  first  the  derke  imagining 
Of  felonye,  and  al  the  compassing ;     1996 
The  cmol  ire,  rood  as  any  glede  ;       (1139) 
The  pykopnrs,  and  eok  the  pale  drede ; 
The  smyler  with  the  knyf  under  the  oloke ; 
The    shepne    brenning  with  the    blake 

smoke ;  aooo 

The  treson  of  the  mordring  in  the  bedde ; 
The  open  werre,  with  woundes    al    bi- 

bledde ; 
Contek,    with    blody   knjrf    and    sharp 

manace ; 
Al  ftil  of  chirking  was  that  sory  place. 
The  sleere  of  him-sulf  yet  sangh  I  ther,  2005 
His  herto-blood  hath  bathed  al  his  heer; 
The  nayl  y-driven  in  the  shode  a-night ; 
The  colde  deeth,  with  month  gaping  up- 
right. (1150) 
Amiddcs  of  the  temple  sat  meschaonce. 
With  disconfort  and  soiy  contenaunce. 
Yet  saugh  I  woodnesse  laughing  in  his 

rage;  aoii 

Armed    complcint,    out-hees,    and    fiers 

outrage. 
The  carejrne  in  the  bush,  with  throte 

y-corve: 
A  thousand  slaj-n,  and  nat   of   qualm 
yHBtorve ;  x>i4 

The  tiraunt,  with  the  prey  by  force  y-raft; 
The  toun  destroyed,  ther  was  no-thing  laft. 
Yet  saugh  I  brent  the  shippes  hoppesteres; 
The  hnnte  strangled  with  the  wilde  berei : 


The  sowe  freten  the  child  right  in  tlio 

cradel;  (1161) 

The  cook  y-scalded,  for  al  his  longe  ladel. 
Noght  was  foi^'eten  by  th'infortune  of 

Harte ;  2021 

The  carter  over-riden  with  his  carte, 
Under  the  wheel  ful  lowe  he  lay  adoun. 
Ther  were  also,  of  Martes  divisioun. 
The  harbour,  and  the  bocher,  and  the 

smith  3025 

That  forgeth  sharpe  swerdes  on  his  stith. 
And  al  above,  dei)eynted  in  a  tour,   (1169) 
Saw  I  conquest  sittinge  in  greet  honour, 
With  the  sharpe  swerde  over  his  heed 
Hanginge  by  a  sotil  twynes  threed.    J030 
Depejrnted  was  the  slaughtre  of  Julius, 
Of  grete  Nero,  and  of  Antonius ; 
Al  be  that  thilke  tyme  they  were  unborn. 
Yet  was  hir  deeth  depeynted  ther-bifom. 
By  manasingo  of  Mars,  right  by  figure  ; 
So  was  it  showed  in  that  portreiture 
As  is  depeynted  in  the  sterres  above,  (1179) 
Who  shal  bo  slayn  or  elles  deed  for  love. 
Suffyceth  oon  ensample  in  stories  olde, 
I  may  not  rckno  hem  alle,  thogh  I  wolde. 
The  statue  of  Mars  up-on  a  carte  stood. 
Armed,  and  loked  grim  as  he  were  wood ; 
And  over  his  hoed  ther  shynen  two  figures 
Of  sterres,  that  been  doped  in  scriptures. 
That  oon  Fuella,  that  other  Bubeus.  2045 
This  god  of  armes  was  arrayed  thus : — 
A  wolf  ther  stood  bifom  him  at  his  feet 
With  e3ron  rede,  and  of  a  man  ho  eet ;  (i  190) 
With  sotil  pencel  was  depejmt  this  storie, 
In  redoutingo  of  Mars  and  of  his  glorie. 

Now  to  the  temple  of  Diane  the  chaste 
As  shortly  as  I  can  I  wol  me  haste,     2052 
To  telle  yow  al  the  descripcioun. 
Depesmted  been  the  walles  up  and  doun 
Of  hunting  and  of  shamfast  chastitee.  2055 
Ther  saugh  I  how  woful  Calistopee,  (1198) 
Whan  that  Diane  agreved  was  with  here. 
Was  turned  from  a  womman  til  a  here. 
And  after  was  she  maad  the  lode-sterre ; 
Thus  was  it  i)eynt,  I  can  say  yow  no 

ferro ;  ao6c) 

Hir  sono  is  eek  a  st«rre,  as  men  may  see. 
Ther  saugh  I  Dane,  y-tumed  til  a  tree, 
I  mene  nat  the  goddcsse  Diane, 
But  Penneus  doughter,  which  thathighte 
Dane.  2064. 
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Tlier  sangh  I  Attheon  an  hert  y-maked, 
For  vGugoaunco  that  ho  saugh  Diano  ol 

naked ; 
I  sangh  how  that  h'lB  honndes  have  him 

canght, 
And  iroten  him,  for  that  they  knewe  him 

naoght.  (laio) 

Yet  peynted  was  a  litel  forther-moor, 
How  Atthalante  hunted  the  wilde  boor, 
And  Meleagre,  and  many  another  mo,  3071 
For  which  Diano  wroghte  him  care  and  wo. 
Ther  sangh  I  many  another  wonder  storie, 
The    whicho   me    list   nat    drawen    to 

moniorie.  2074 

This  goddesse  on  an  hert  ful  hyo  seet, 
With  smale  houndcs  al  aboute  hir  feet ; 
And  undemetho  hir  feet  she  hadde  a 

mone,  (1219) 

Wexing  it  was,  and  sholde  wanle  sone. 
In  gaude  grene  hir  statue  clothed  was^ 
With  bowo  in  honde,  and  orwes  in  a  cas. 
Hir  eyen  casto  she  ful  lowe  adoon,      3081 
Ther  Pluto  hath  his  dcrke  regioun. 
A  womman  travailinge  was  hir  hifom, 
But,  for  hir  child  so  longe  was  unborn, 
Ful  pitously  Luc^iia  gan  she  calle,      2085 
And  seyde,  '  help,  for  thou  mayst  best  of 

oUe.' 
Wei   couthe    he  peynten    lyily   that    it 

wroghte,  (1229) 

With  many  a  florin  he  the  hewes  boghte. 

Now    been    thise    listes    maad,    and 

Theseus, 
That  at  his  greto  cost  arrayed  thus    2090 
The  temples  and  the  theatre  every  del, 
Whan  it  was  doon,  him  lyked  wonder 

weL 
But  stinte  I  wol  of  Theseus  a  lyte, 
And  speke  of  Palamon  and  of  Arcite. 

The  day  approcheth  of  hir  retonminge, 
That  overich  sholde  an  hundred  knightes 

bringe,  2096 

Tlie  bataille  to  darrejrne,  as  I  yow  tolde ; 
And  til  Ath^nes,  hir  covenant  for  to  holde, 
Hath  everich  of  hem  broght  an  hundred 

knightes  (1241) 

Wei  armed  for  the  werre  at  alle  rightes. 
And  sikerly,  ther  trowed  many  a  man  aioi 
That  never,  sithen  that  the  world  bigan, 
As  for  to  speke  of  knighthod  of  hir  hond, 
As  for  as  God  hath  maked  see  or  lond, 


Nas,  of  so  fewo,  so  noble  a  oompanye.  2105 
For  every  wight  that  lovode  chivalrye. 
And  wolde,  his  thankes,  han  a  passant 

name, 
Hath  preyed  that  he  mighte  ben  of  that 

game;  ("50) 

And  wol  was  him,  that  ther-to  chosen  was. 
Forif  therfille  to-morwo  swich  a  cas,  aiio 
Ye  knowcn  wol,  that  every  lusty  knight. 
That   loveth   paramours,  and   hath  his 

might. 
Were  it  in  Engelond,  or  elles-where. 
They  wolde,  hir  thankes,  wilnon  to  be 

there; 
To  fighte  for  a  lady,  hen' cite  !  31 15 

It  wore  a  lusty  sighte  for  to  see. 

And  right  so  ferden  they  with  Palamon. 
With  him  ther  wenten  knightes  many 

oon;  (ia6o) 

Som  wol  ben  armed  in  an  habergeoun, 
In  a  brost-plat  and  in  a  light  gipoun ;  2120 
And  sommo  woln  have  a  peyre  plates 

largo; 
And  somme  woln  have  a  Pruoe  sheld,  or  a 

targe; 
Somme  woln  ben  armed  on  hir  legges  weel. 
And  have  an  ax,  and  somme  a  mace  of 

stooL  3124 

Ther  nis  no  newe  gyse,  that  it  nas  old. 
Armed  were  they,  as  I  have  you  told, 
Everich  after  his  opinioun. 
Ther  xnaistow  seen  coming  with  Pola- 

moun  (1^70) 

Ligurge  him-self,  the  grete  king  of  Trace; 
Blak  was  his  herd,  and  manly  was  his 

face. 
The  cercles  of  his  eyen  in  his  heed,     2131 
They  gloweden  bitwixe  yelow  and  reed ; 
And  lyk  a  griffon  loked  he  aboute. 
With  kempe  heros  on  his  browes  stoute  ; 
His  limes  gn^te,  his  braunes  harde  and 

stronge,  2135 

His  shuldres  brodo,  his  armes  roirnde  and 

longe. 
And  OS  the  gyse  was  in  his  oontree, 
Ful  hye  up-on  a  char  of  gold  stood  he, 
With  foure  whyte  boles  in  the  trays.  (1281) 
In-stode  of  cote-ormure  over  his  hamajs. 
With  nayles  yelwe  aiid  brighte  as  any 

gold,  2141 

He  hadde  a  bexes  skin,  ool-blak,  fbr-old. 
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His  longe  heer  was  kembd  bihindo  his  bak, 
As  any  ravenes  fether  it  shoon  for-blak  : 
A  wrethe    of  gold   arm-greet,   of  hnge 

wighte,  2145 

Upon  his  heed,  set  fal  of  stones  bri^t«, 
Of  fyne  mines  and  of  dyamannts. 
Abonto    his    char    ther  wenten    whyte 

alannts,  (1^90) 

Twenty  and  mo,  as  grete  as  any  steer, 
To  hunten  at  the  loonn  or  the  deer,     2150 
And     folwed    him,     with    mosel    fasto 

y-bonndo, 
Colers  of  gold,  and  torets  fyled  ronnde. 
An  hundred  lordes  hadde  he  in  his  route 
Armed  ful  wel,  with  hertes  steme  and 

stoute. 
With  Arcita,  in  stories  as  men  finde,  2155 
The  grete  Emetreus,  the  king  of  Inde, 
Up-on  a  stcde  bay,  trapped  in  steel, 
Covered  in  cloth  of  gold  diapred  weel,  (1300) 
Cam  rjrding  lyk  the  god  of  armes,  Mart. 
His  cote-armure  was  of  cloth  of  Tars,  2160 
Couched  with  perlos  wh3rte  and  rounde 

and  grete. 
His  sadel  was  of  brond  gold  newe  y-bete ; 
A  mantelet  upon  his  shuldro  hanginge 
Bret-fol  of  rubies  rede,  as  fyr  sparklinge. 
His  orispe  heer  lyk  ringes  was y-ronno,  2165 
And  that  was  yclow,  and  glitered  ob  the 

Sonne. 
His  nose  was  heigh,  his  oyen  bright  citryn, 
Hislipi>es  rounde,  his  colour  was  sangwyn, 
A  fewe  fraknes  in  his  face  y-spreynd,  (131 1) 
Betwixenyelow  and  somdol  blak  y-meynd. 
And  as  a  leoun  ho  his  loking  caste.      2171 
Of  fyve  and  twenty  yoer  his  age  I  caste. 
His  herd  was  wel  bigonne  for  to  springe ; 
His  yoys  was  as  a  trompe  thunderinge. 
Up-on  his  heed  he  wered  of  laurer  grene 
A  gerland  fresh  and  lusty  for  to  sene.  2176 
Up-on  his  hand  he  bar,  for  his  deduyt, 
An  egle  tame,  as  eny  lilie  whjrt.        (13^ 
An  hundred  lordes  hadde  he  with  him 

there, 
Al  armed,  sauf  hir  heddes,  in  al  hir  gere, 
Ful  richely  in  alle  maner  thinges.       a  181 
For  trust  cth  wel,  that  dukes,  erles,  kinges, 
Were  gadered  in  this  noble  companye. 
For  love  and  for  encrees  of  chivalrye. 
Aboute  this  king  ther  ran  on  every  part 
Fal  many  a  tame  leoun  and  Icpari.    2186 


And  in  this  wyse  thise  lordes,  alle  and 

some, 
Ben  on  the  Sonday  to  the  oiteecome  (1330) 
Aboute  pryme,  and  in  the  toun  alight. 
This  Th^ous,  this    duk,   this  worthy 

knight,  3i9(> 

Whan  he  had  broght  hem  in-to  his  cit«e, 
And  inned  hem,  evorich  in  his  degree. 
He  festeth  hem,  and  dooth  so  greet  labour 
To  escn  hem,  and  doon  hem  al  honour. 
That  yet  men  weneth  that  no  mannes  wit 
Of  noon  estat  no  coude  amenden  it.    2196 
The  minstralcye,  the  service  at  the  fcste. 
The  grete  yiftes  to  the  mo6t«  and  leste, 
The  riche  array  of  Theseus  paleys,    ( 134 1 ) 
No  who  sat  first  ne  last  up-on  the  deys, 
What  ladies  fairest  been  or  best  daunsinge. 
Or  which  of  hem  can  dauncen  best  and 

singe,  3202 

Ne  who  most  felingly  speketh  of  love  : 
What  haukes  sitten  on  the  perche  above. 
What  houndes  liggen  on  the  floor  adoun: 
Of  al  this  make  I  now  no  mencioun  ;  2206 
But  al  th'effoct,  that  thinketh  me  the 

beste; 
Now  comth  the  poynt,  and  herkneth  if 

yow  leste.  («35o) 

•  The  Sonday   night,   or  day  bigan    to 

springe. 
When  Palamon  the  larke  herdo  singe,  2210 
Although  it  uere  nat  day  by  houres  two, 
Yet  song  the  larke,  and  Palamon  also. 
With  holy  hert«,  and  with  an  heigh  corage 
He  roos,  to  wenden  on  his  pilgrimage 
Un-to  the  blisixil  Citherea  bemgne,     2215 
I  meno  Venus,  honurable  and  digne. 
And  in  hir  houro  he  walketh  forth  a  pas 
Un-to  the  listes,  ther  hir  temple  was,  (1360) 
And  doun  he  kneleth,  and  with  humble 

chere  2219 

And  hertc  soor,  he  seyde  as  3^0  shul  here. 

Faireste  of  faire,  o  lady  myn,  Venus, 
Doughter  to  Jove  and  spouse  of  VulcanuB, 
Thou  glader  of  the  mount  of  Citheroun, 
For  thilko  love  thou  haddest  to  Adonn, 
Have  pitoo  of  my  bittre  teres  smerto,  2225 
And  tak  myn  humble  preyer at  thyn  herte. 
Alias  !  I  ne  have  no  langage  to  telle  (1369) 
Th'cffectcs  nc  the  torments  of  myn  helle ; 
If  yn  herte  may  myne  harmes  nat  biwxeye; 
I  am  so  conibs,  that  I  can  noght  seye.  2230 
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But  mercy,  lady  bright,  that  knowestweel 
My  thought,  and  seest  what  harmes  that 

I  feol, 
C^onRidero  al  this,  and  rowe  np-on  my 

sore, 
As  wisly  as  I  shal  for  evermore,  ^234 

Emforth  my  might,  thy  trewo  flervant  be, 
And  holden  werre  alwey  with  chastitee  ; 
That  make  I  mjm  avow,  so  ye  xne  helpe. 
I  kope  noght  of  armes  for  to  yelpe,  (1380) 
Xe  I  ne  axe  nat  to-morwe  to  have  viotorie, 
Ne  renoTin  in  this  cas,  ne  v^yne  glorie  2240 
Of  pris  of  armes  blowen  np  and  doun, 
But  I  wolde  have  fully  possessioun 
Of  Emelye,  and  dye  in  thy  serv]^^  ; 
Find  thou  the  maner  how,  and  in  what 

wyso. 
I  rocche  nat,  but  it  may  bettre  be,      2345 
To  have  viotorie  of  hem,  or  they  of  me, 
So  that  I  have  my  lady  in  myne  armes. 
For  though  so  be  that  Mars  is  god  of 

eurmes,  (1390) 

Your  vortu  is  so  greet  in  hevene  above, 
That,  if  yow  list,  I  shal  wel  have  my  love. 
Thy  temple  wol  I  worshipe  evermo^    2251 
And  on  thyn  auter,  whor  I  ryde  or  go, 
I  wol  don  sacrifice,  and  fyres  bete. 
And  if  ye  wol  nat  so,  my  lady  swete,  9254 
Than  preye  I  thee,  to-morwe  with  a  spere 
That  Arcita  me  thurgh  the  herte  here. 
Thanne  rekke  I  noght,  whan  I  have  lost 

mylyf,  (1399) 

Though  that  Arcita  winne  hir  to  his  wyf. 
This  is  th*efiect  and  ende  of  my  preyere, 
Yif  me  my  love,  thou  blisful  lady  dere.* 

Whan  th'orisoun  was  doon  of  Palamon, 
His  sacrifice  he  dide,  and  that  anon    2262 
Ful  pitously,  with  alle  circumstaunces, 
Al  telle  I  noght  as  now  his  observaunoes. 
But  atte  laste  the  statue  of  Venus  shook. 
And  made  a  signe.  wher-by  that  he  took 
That  his  preyere  accepted  was  that  day. 
For  thogh  the  signe  shewed  a  delay,  (1410) 
Yet  wiste  he  wel  that  graunted  was  his 

bone; 
And  with  glad  herte  he  wente  him  hoom 

ful  sone.  2270 

The  thriddehoure  inequal  that  Palamon 
Bigan  to  Venus  temple  for  to  goon, 
Up  roos  the  sonne,  and  up  roos  Emelye, 
And  to  the  temple  of  Diane  gan  hye. 


Hir  maydens,  that  she  thider  with  hir 

ladde,  2275 

Ful  redily  with  hem  the  fyr  they  hadde, 
Th'encens,  the  clothes,  and  the  remenant 

al 
That  to  the  sacrifyce  longen  shal ;    (1420) 
The  homes  ftdle  of  moth,  as  was  the  gyae ; 
Ther  lakked  noght  to  doon  hir  sacrifjwe. 
Smoking  the  temple,  ful  of  clothes  faire. 
This  Emelye,  with  herte  debonaire,    2282 
Hir  body  wessh  with  water  of  a  welle ; 
But  how  she  dide  hir  ryte  I  dar  nat  telle, 
But  it  be  any  thing  in  general ;  2285 

And  yet  it  were  a  game  to  horen  al ; 
To  him  that  meneth  wel,  it  were  no 

charge : 
But  it  is  good  a  man  ben  at  his  large.  (1450) 
Hir  brighte  heer  was  kempt,  untressed  al ; 
A  coroune  of  a  grene  00k  oerial  2290 

Up-on  hir  heed  was  set  ful  fiair  and  mete. 
Two  fyres  on  the  auter  gan  she  bete, 
And  dide  hir  thinges,  as  men  may  biholde 
In  Stace  of  Thebes,  and  thise  bokes  oldc. 
Whan  kindled  was  the  fyr,  with  pitous 

chere  2295 

Un-to  Diane  she  spak,  as  ye  may  here. 

*  O  chaste  goddesse  of  the  wodes  grene, 
To  whom  bothe  heven  and  erthe  and  see 

is  sene,  (1440) 

Queue  of  the  regno  of  Pluto  derk  and 

lowe, 
Goddesse  of  maydens,  that  myn  herte  hast 

knowe  2300 

Ful  many  a  yeer,  and  woost  what  I  desire, 
As  keep  me  fro  thy  vengeaunce  and  thyn 

ire, 
That  Attheon  aboughte  cruelly. 
Chaste  goddesse,  wel  wostow  that  I 
Desire  to  been  a  mayden  al  my  lyf,    2305 
Ne  never  wol  I  be  no  love  ne  vryt 
I  am,  thou  woost,  yet  of  thy  oompanye, 
A  mayde,  and  love  hunting  and  veneiye, 
And  for  to  walken  in  the  wodes  wilde, 
And  noght  to  been  a  wyf,  and  be  with 

childe.  (1453)  2310 

Koght  wol  I  knowe  companye  of  man. 
Now  help  me,  lady,  sith  ye  may  and  can, 
For  tho  thre  formes  that  thou  hast  in  thee. 
And  Palamon,  that  hath  swich  love  to  me, 
And  eek  Aroite,  that  loveth  me  so  sore, 
This  gxftoe  I  preye  thee  with-oute  more, 
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As  sonde  love  and  pees  bitwize  hem  two ; 
And  fro  me  tome  awey  hir  hertes  so,  (1460) 
That  al  hir  hot«  love,  and  hir  desyr, 
And  al  hir  bisy  torment,  and  hir  fyr  3320 
Be  qnoynt,  or  turned  in  another  place  ; 
And  if  so  be  thon  wolt  not  do  me  grace, 
Or  if  my  destinoe  be  shapen  so, 
That  I  shal  nodes  have  oon  of  hem  two, 
As  sende  me  him  that  most  desireth  me. 
Bihold,  goddesse  of  dene  chastitee,     3326 
The  bittre  teres  that  on  my  chekes  falle. 
Sin  thou  are  mayde,  and  kcper  of  us  alle, 
Ky   maydenhcde    thou    kepe    and    wel 

conserve,  (H/i) 

And  whyl  I  live  a  mayde,  I  wol  thee 

serve.*  3330 

The  fyres  brenne  np-on  the  anter  clere, 
"Whyl  Emelye  was  thns  in  hir  preyere  ; 
Bat  sodoinly  she  saugh  a  sighte  queynte, 
JPbr  right  anon  oon  of  the  fyres  qaeynte. 
And  quiked  agayn,  and  after  that  anon 
That  other  fyr  was  qnoynt,  and  al  agon  ; 
And  as  it  qneynte,  it  made  a  whistelinge. 
As  doon  thise  wete  brondes  in  hir  bren- 

ninge,  (1480) 

And  at  the  brondes  ende  out-ran  anoon 
As  it  were  blody  dropes  many  oon  ;    3340 
For  which  so  sore  agast  was  Emelye, 
That  she  was  wol  ny  mad,  and  gan  to  orye. 
For  she  ne  wiste  what  it  signifyed ; 
But  only  for  the  fere  thus  hath  she  ciyed. 
And  weep,  that  it  was  pitee  for  to  hero. 
And  thor-with-al  Diane  gan  appere,  2346 
AVith  bowe  in  hond,  right  as  an  hunter- 

osse, 
And  seyde:  'Doghter,  stint  thyn  hevi- 

nesse.  (1490) 

Among  the  goddes  hye  it  is  affermed. 
And  by  eteme  word  write  and  conformed. 
Thou  shalt  ben  wedded  un-to  oon  of  tho 
That  ban  for  thee  so  muchel  care  and  wo ; 
But  un-to  which  of  hem  I  may  nat  telle. 
Farwel,  for  I  ne  may  no  longer  dwelle. 
The    fyres  which    that    on    myn   auter 

bronne  3355 

Shul  thee  dodaren,  or  that  thou  go  henne, 
Thyn  avonture  of  love,  as  in  this  cas.' 
And  with  that  word,  the  arwes  in  the  cas 
Of  the  goddesse  datoren  faste  and  ringe. 
And  forth  she  wente,  and  made  a  vanissh- 

inge;  (1502)  J360 


For  which  this  Emelye  astoned  was, 
And  seyde,  *  What  amountoth  this,  alias ! 
I  putto  me  in  thy  protecciouu, 
Diane,  and  in  thy  disposicioun.' 
And  hoom  she   gooth  anon  the  noxto 

weyo.  2365 

This  is  th'effect,  ther  is  namore  to  seyo. 

The  nexte  houre  of  Mars  folwinge  this, 
Arcite  un-to  tho  temple  walked  is     (1510) 
Of  fierse  Mars,  to  doon  his  sacrifyse, 
With  alle  the  ryU»  of  his  poyeu  wyse.  2370 
With  pitous  herte  and  heigh  devocioun. 
Bight  thus  to  Mars  he  seyde  his  orisoun : 
*  O  stronge  god,  that  in  the  regnes  colde 
Of  Trace  honoured  art,  and  lord  y-holde, 
And  hast  in  every  regno  and  every  lond 
Of  armes  al  the  brydel  in  thyn  hond,  2376 
And  hem  fortunost  as  thee  list  dovyse, 
Accept  of  me  my  pitous  sacrifyse.     (1520) 
If  so  be  that  my  youthe  may  deserve. 
And  that  my  might  bo  worthy  for  to 

serve  2380 

Thy  godhede,  that  I  may  been  oon  of 

thjmo, 
Than  prey©  I  the©  to  rewe  ujvon  my  pyne. 
For  thilko  peyne,  and  thilko  bote  fyr. 
In  which  thou  whylom  brcndest  for  desyr, 
Whan  that  thou  usedost  the  groto  boaut«e 
Of  fayro  yonge  frossho  Venus  free,      2386 
And  haddest  hir  in  armes  at  thy  willo, 
Al-though  thee  ones  on  a  tyme  misiille 
Whan  Vulcanus  had  caught  thee  in  his 

la»»  i^Sii) 

And  fond  thee  ligging  by  his  wyf,  alias ! 

For  thUke  sorwo  that  was  in  thyn  herto, 

Have  routhe  as  wel  up-on  my  peynes 

smorte.  2392 

I  am  yong  and  unkonning,  as  thou  west, 
And,    as  I  trowo,  with    love    offended 

most, 
That  over  was  any  lyves  creature ;      2395 
For  she,  that  dooth  mo  al  this  wo  endure, 
No  reccheth  never  wher  I  sinko  or  fieto 
And  wd  I  woot,  or  she  me  mercy  hete, 
I  moot  with  strengtho  winne  hir  in  the 

place ;  (1541) 

And  wel  I  woot,  withonten  hdp  or  graco 
Of  thee,  ne  may  my  strengthe  noght 

availle.  2401 

Than   help  me,  lord,  to-morwe  in  my 

bfitft^iift 
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For  thilke  fyr  that  whylom  brente  theo, 
As  wol  lis  thilko  fyr  now  bronueth  mo  ; 
And  do  that  I  to-mor^'e  havo  victorio.  2405 
r»Iyn  ]>o  tho  travaillo,  and  thyn  be  the 

Ijlorie  ! 
Thy  sov'orcin  templo  "wol  I  most  honouren 
Of  any  phico,  and  alwey  most  labouren 
In    thy  plesaunco  and    in    thy  craftes 
stronfje,  («55») 

And  in  thy  templo  I  wol  my  baner  hongo, 
And  alio  the  armes  of  my  comi>anyo ;  241 1 
And  ovcro-mo,  un-to  that  day  I  dye, 
Etcsme  fyr  I  w^ol  biforn  theo  findo. 
And  cek  to  this  avow  I  wol  me  binde  : 
]^Iy  herd,  myn  heer  that  hongeth  long 
adonn,  2415 

That  never  yet  no  felte  ofFensioun 
Of  rasour  nor  of  shore,  I  wol  thee  yive, 
And  been  thy  trowo  servant  whyl  I  live. 
Now  lord,  havo  routhe  up-on  my  sorwes 
sore,  («56i) 

Yif  mo  f  victorio,  I  aske  thoe  namoro.'  3430 
Tho  prcyoro  stLnto  of  Arcita  the  stronge, 
The  ringos  on  tho  tomplo-dore  thathonge, 
And  eek  tho  <lores,  clatoredeu  ful  faste, 
Of  which  Arcita  som-what  him  agaste. 
Tho  fyres  brondo  np-on  tho  auter  brighte, 
That  it  giui  al  tho  templo  for  to  lighte ; 
And  swcte  smel  tho  gronnd  anon  np-yaf, 
And  Arcitu  anon  his  hand  iii>-haf,     (1570) 
And  more  cncens  in-to  tho  fyr  he  caste, 
With  othoro  rytes  mo ;  and  atto  laste  2430 
Tho  statno  of  Mars  bigan  his  hanberk 

ringo. 
And  with  that  soun  ho  horde  a  murmur- 

ingo 
Vvd   lowo    and    dim,   that    saydo    thus, 

'  Victorio ' : 
For  winch  ho  yof  to  Mars  honour  and 

glorio. 
And  thus  with  joyo,  and  hope  wel  to  fare, 
Arcite  anon  un-to  his  inne  is'faro,      2436 
As  fnyn  as  fowel  is  of  the  brighto  sonne. 
And  right  anon  swich  stryf  ther  is  bi- 
gonno  .  (1580) 

For  thilke  graunting,  in  tho  hoveno  above, 
Bitwixo  Venus,  tho  goddosse  of  love,  2440 
And  Mars,  the  sterno  god  armiiK>tente, 
Tliat  Jupiter  was  bisy  it  to  stente ; 
Til  that  tho  pale  Satumus  tho  colde, 
Tliat  knew  so  manyo  of  avontures  oldo, 


Fond  in  his  oldo  experience  an  art,    2445 
Tliat  ho  ful  sono  hatli  plosed  every  part. 
As  s<K>th  IB  sayd,  eldo  hath  greet  avantago ; 
In  elde  is  botho  wisdom  and  usage  ;  (1590) 
Men  may  tho  olde  at-rcnne,  and  uoght 

at-redo. 
Satumo  anon,  to  stintcn  stryf  and  drede, 
Al  bo  it  that  it  is  agajm  his  kyndo,     2451 
Of  al  this  Btryf  he  gun  remedio  fj-ndo. 

*  My  dero  doghter  Venus,'  quod  Satume, 
'  My  cours,  that  hath  so  wyde  for  to  tume, 
Hath  more  power  than  wot  any  man.  2455 
Myn  is  the  drenching  in  tho  see  so  wan  ; 
Myn  is  the  prison  in  the  derko  eoto  ; 
Mjrn  is  the  strangling  and  hanging  by  the 
throto;  (iCoo) 

Tho  murmure,  and  the  cherles  rebelling, 
The  groyning,  and  tho  pryvee  ompoyson- 
ing :  2460 

I  do  vengeance  and  pleyn  correccioun 
Whyl  I  dwello  in  the  signe  of  tho  Leoun. 
Mjm  is  the  mine  of  the  hye  hallos. 
The  falling  of  the  toures  and  of  the  woUes 
Up-on  the  mynour  or  tho  carpenter.  2465 
I  slow  Sampsoan  in  shaking  the  pilor  ; 
And  m^nie  bo  tho  moladyes  coldo, 
The  derke  tresons,  and  the  castes  oldo ; 
My  loking  is  the  fader  of  pestilence.  ( 161 1 ) 
Kow  weep  namore,  I  shal  doon  diligence 
That  Palamon,  that  is  thyn  owne  knight, 
Shol  have  his  lady,  as  thou  hast  him  hight. 
Though  Mars  shal  helpo  his  knight,  yet 

nathelees 
Bitwixo  yow  ther  moot  be  som  tyme  peoi, 
Al  bo  ye  noght  of  o  complexioun,         2475 
That  causeth  al  day  s\i-ich  divisioun. 
I  am  thin  ayel,  redy  at  thy  wille ; 
Weep  thou  namoro,  I  wol  thy  lust  ful- 
fille.'  (1620) 

Now  wol  I  stinten  of  the  goddes  above, 
Of  Mars,  and  of  Venus,  goddesse  of  love. 
And  telle  yow,  as  plcynly  as  I  can,     2481 
The  grete  effect,  for  which  that  I  blgan« 

Explicit  tercia  pars. 
Sequitur  pars  quarta. 

Greet  was  the  feste  in  Athenes  that  day. 
And  eek  tho  lusty  seson  of  that  May 
Mode    every   wight    to    been    in    swich 

plesaunce,  2485 

That  al  that  Monday  justen  they  and 

daonce, 
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And  Gpcndcn  it  in  Venus  lieigli  sorvyso. 
Bat  by  tho  cause  that  they  sholde  ryso 
Erly,  for  to  seen  the  gretc  fight,        (1631) 
Unto  hir  rosto  wente  they  at  night.    3490 
And  on  tho  morwo,  whan  that  day  gan 

springe, 
Of  hors  and  liarneys,  noyse  and  clateringo 
Ther  was  in  hostolryes  al  abouto  ; 
And  to  tho  i)aloys  rood    ther  many  a 

route 
Of  lordes,  up-on  stcdes  and  jmlfreys.  2495 
Ther  ninystow  seen  devysing  of  herneys 
So  uncouth  and  so  riche,  and  wroght  so 

weel 
Of   goldsmithrie,    of   browding,   and    of 

steel;  (1640) 

The  she(>1des  brightc,  testers,  and  trap- 

Iiures  ; 
Oold-hcwon    helmes,   hauberks,   cotc-ar- 


nxurcs 


2500 


Lordes  in  paraments  on  hir  courseres, 
Knightes  of  rotcnuc,  and  cek  squy^res 
Kailingo  tlie  spores,  and  helmes  bokclingo, 
Qiggingo  of  shoeldes,  with  layneres  la- 

cingo ; 
Ther  as  need  is,  they  weren  no-thing  ydcl ; 
Tlio  fomy  stedes  on  tho  golden  brydel  2506 
Onawinge,  and  foste  the  armurers  also 
With  fylo  and  hamer  priking^  to  and 

fro;  (itiso) 

Yemen  on  foto,  and  communes  many  01m 
With  shorto  staves,  thikko  as  they  may 

goon ;  3510 

I^^pes,  trompes,  nakors,  clariouncs. 
That  in  tho  iMitaille  blowen  blody  sounes; 
The  pale^-s  ful  of  peples  up  and  doun, 
Hcer  three,  ther  ten,  holding  hir  ques- 

tioun, 
Divyniugo  of  thiso  Thoban  knightes  two. 
Sommo  seyden  Uius,  somme  seyde  it  shal 

be  so ;  3516 

Sommo  helden  with  liim  witli  tho  blake 

herd, 
Somme  with  tho  ballod,  somme  with  the 

thikko-herd ;  (1660) 

Somme    snydo,   lie   loked  grim,  and  he 

woldo  fighte  ; 
He  liath  a  spartli  of  twenty  pound  of 

wightc.  3530 

Thus  was  tho  halle  ful  of  divyningc, 
Ixmgo  after  that  tho  sonne  gan  to  springe. 


Tho  grcto  Thcncus,  that  of  his  sleep 

awaked 
With  minstralcyc   and   noyso  that  was 

umkcil, 
Held  yet  tho  oliambro  of  his  paloys  richo. 
Til  that  tho  Thebano  knightes,  l)otho  y- 

licho  2^26 

Honoured,  were  into  tho  paleys  fot. 
Duk  Theseus  was  at  a  window  set,    (i67(^. 
Arrayed  right  as  ho  were  a  god  in  tronc. 
The  peple  preesseth  thider-ward  ful  sono 
Him  for  to  seen,  and  doon  hoigh  reverence. 
And  eek  to  hcrkne    his    host    and  his 

sentence. 
An  heraud  on  a  scaffold  made  an  ho, 
Til  al  the  noyso  of  peplo  was  y-do ; 
And  whan  ho  sangh  the  pei)lo  of  noyso  al 

stille,  *       3ti^^ 

Tho  showed  he  tho  mighty  dukes  wille. 

*T}ie  lord  hath  of  his  heigh  discrccioun 
Consideroil,  that  it  were  destruccioun  ( if>8i> . 
To  gentil  blood,  to  tighten  in  tho  gyso 
Of  mortal  bataille  now  in  this  empr^'sc  ; 
Whcrfore,  to  sha])en  that  they  shul  not 

<lyo,  354» 

Ho  wol  his  firstc  purpos  motlifyo. 
No  man  therfor,  up  peyno  of  los  of  lyf, 
No  maner  shot,  no  ixdlax,  no  short  knyf 
Into  the  listes  sonde,  or  thider  brin^rn ;  ^545 
No  short  Bwerd  for  to  stoke,  with  poynt 

bytinge, 
No  man  no  drawo,  no  1x>ro  it  by  his  sydo. 
Ne  no  man  shal  uu-tn  his  felawu  rydo  (1690 . 
But  o  cours,  with  a  sharp  y-gp:^iindo  spere ; 
Foyne,  if  him  list,  on  fote,  him-sclf  to 

were.  3554  > 

And  ho  that  is  at  mcschiof,  shal  1)0  take, 
And  noght  slayn,  but  be  broght  uu-to  tho 

stake 
That  shal  ben  ordeync<l  on  either  sydc  ; 
But  thider  he  shal  by  force,  and   ther 

abydo.  • 
And  if  so  falle,  the  ehieftayn  be  take  3555 
On  either  syde,  or  elles  sloe  his  make. 
No  longer  slial  tho  turneyinge  lasto. 
God  spcdo  yow ;  goth  forth,  and  ley  on 

faste.  (i?x>i 

Witli  long  sword  and  with  maces  fight 

your  fille. 
Goth  now  your  wey;  this  is  tho  lordcj 

wiUc*  3560 
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The  vcyg  of  iv»plo  touchotlo  tlio  liovone, 
So  luudo  ciytlon  they  with  mcry  stevono  : 
'  God  srtvo  swich  a  lorti,  that  is  Eo  gooil, 
Ho  wilnoth  no  destruccioim  of  blood  !  * 
Up  K<^K>n  the  trompcs  Jiml  tho  mclodyo.  2565 
And  to  tho  listes  rit  tho  companye 
By  ordinaunce,  thnrgh-ont  tho  citeo hurgo, 
Hanged  with  cloth  of  gold,  and  nat  with 

sarge.  (i7««) 

Fnl  lyk  a  lord  this  noblo  duk  gan  ryde, 
Thiso  two  Thobanes  up-on  cither  syde ;  2570 
And  after  rood  the  quene,  and  Emclye, 
And  after  that  another  companyo 
Of  oon  and  other,  after  hir  degree. 
And   thus   they  passen   thurgh-ont  tho 

citoc, 
And  to  tho  listos  come  they  by  tjone.  2575 
It  nas  not  of  tho  day  yet  fully  pryme, 
Whan  set  was  Theseus  ful  rieho  and  hye, 
Ipolita  tho  quono  and  Emolyo,  (17^ 

Antl  other  ladies  in  degrees  aboute. 
IJn-to  tho  sectcs  preesseth  al  the  route.  2580 
And  west-ward,  thurgh  the  gates  under 

Marte, 
Arcite,  and  eek  tho  hundred  of  his  parte. 
With  haner  reed  is  cntred  right  anon  ; 
And  in  that  solve  moment  Palomon 
Is  under  Venus,  est-wartl  in  the  place,  2585 
With  banor  whjrt,  and  hardy  chere  and 

face. 
In  al  tho  world,  to  scken  up  and  doun, 
So  even  with-outcn  variacioun,  {^730) 

Thor  nerc  swiche  companycs  tweye. 
For  ther  nas  noon   so  wys  that  coudo 

soye,  2591) 

That  any  haddo  of  other  avauntago 
Of  worthinesse,  no  of  estaat,  no  age, 
So  oven  were  they  chosen,  for  to  gesse. 
And  in  two  renges  faire  they  hem  dresse. 
Whan  that  hir  names  rad  wore  everi- 

ehoon,  2595 

Tliat  in  hir  nombre  gyle  were  ther  noon, 
Tho  wore  the  gates  shet,  and  cryed  was 

loude  : 
'Do   now  your    devoir,   yongo    knightes 

proude  ! '  (i74") 

Tlio  heraudes  lefto  hir  priking  up  and 

doun ;  2599 

Kow  ringcn  trompes  londo  and  clarioun  ; 
Ther  is  namoro  to  soyn,  but  west  and  est 
In  goon  the  spercs  fol  sadly  in  arest ; 


In  goth  tho  sharpo  8i>oro  in-to  tho  sydc. 
Ther  seen  men  who  can  juste,  and  who 

can  ryde ; 
Ther    shiveren    shal'tcs    up-on    sheeldes 

thikko ;  260*1 

Ho    felcth    thurgh   tho  herto-spoon  the 

prikke. 
Up  springen  spercs  twenty  foot  on  highte ; 
Out   goon    tho    Bwordes    as    the    silver 

brighte.  (1750) 

Tho  helmcs  they  to-hewcn  and  to-shredo ; 
Out  brest  the  blood,  with  sterne  stremos 

rede.  2610 

With  mighty  maces  the  bones  they  to- 

breste. 
Ho  thurgh  tho  thikkesto  of  the  throng 

gan  threste. 
Thor  stomblen  stedes  stronge,  and  doun 

goth  al. 
He  roUeth  under  foot  as  dooth  a  bal.  2614 
Ho  foyncth  on  his  feet  with  his  tronchoun, 
And  ho  him  hurtleth  with  his  hors  adoun. 
Ho  thurgh  the  body  is  hurt,  and  sithcn 

y-take, 
Maugree  his  heed,  and  broght  un-to  the 

stake,  (1760) 

As  forward   was,    right  ther   ho   most^ 

abydo ; 
Another  lad  is  on  that  other  syde.       2620 
And  som  tyme  dooth  hem  Theseus  to  reste, 
Hem  to  rofresshc«  and  drinken  if  hem 

leste. 
Ful  ol^  a-day  han  thise  Thebanes  two 
Togidre  y-met,  and  wroght  his  felawo  wo; 
Unhorsed  hath  och  other  of  hem  tweye. 
Ther  nas  no  tygre  in  the  vole  of  Golgo- 

pheye,  2626 

Whan  that  hir  whelp  is  stole,  whan  it  la 

lyte, 
So  cruel  on  the  hunte,  as  is  Arcite   (1770) 
For  jelous  herte  upon  this  Palomoun  : 
No  in  Belmarye  ther  nis  so  fel  looun,  2630 
That  hunted  is,  or  for  his  hunger  wood, 
No  of  his  prayo  desiroth  so  the  blood, 
As  Palamon  to  sleen  his  fo  Arcite. 
Tho  jelous  strokes  on  hir  holmes  bjrte ; 
Out  renneth  blood  on  both    hir   sydes 

rede.  2635 

Som  tyme  an  ende  ther  is  of  evory  dede ; 
For  cr  tho  sonno  un-to  the  reste  wcnte, 
Tho  stronge  king  EmetrenB  gan  hente 
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Tliig  Palamon,  as  ho  fanght  with  Arcito, 
And  mado  his  swortl  depe  in  his  flosh  to 
byto ;  (1782)  3640 

And  by  the  force  of  twenty  is  ho  take 
Unyolden,  and  y-drawo  unto  the  stako. 
And  in  the  roscous  of  this  Pahimonn 
The  strongo  king  Lignrge  is  bom  adonn  ; 
And  king  Emetreus,  for  al  his  strengtho, 
Is  born  out  of  his  sadel  a  swerdcs  lengtho, 
So  hitte  him  Palamon  or  ho  wore  take  ; 
But  al  for  noght,  ho  was  broght  to  the 

stake.  (179") 

His  hardy  herto  mighte  him  holpe  naught ; 
He  moste  abydo,  whan  that  he  was  caught 
By  force,  and  cek  by  comiwsicioun.  2651 
Who  8orin*eth  now  but  woful  Palamoun, 
That  moot  namore  goon  agayn  to  fighte  ? 
And  whan  that  Tlieseus  had  seyn  this 

sighto,  ^54 

1 'n-to  the  folk  that  foghten  thus  echoon 
He  crydo,  *  Ho !  namore,  for  it  is  <loon  ! 
I  wol  bo  trewe  jugo,  and  no  partye. 
Arcito  of  Thobcs  shal  have  Emelyo,  (i8tx>) 
That  by  his  fortune  liath  hir  faire  y- 

wonno.' 
Anon  thcr  is  a  noyso  of  peplc  bigonne  a66o 
For  joye  of  this,  so  loude  and  heigh  with- 

alle, 
It  semed  that  the  listos  sholde  falle. 

What  can  now  fairo  Venus  doon  above  ? 
What  seith  she  now?   what  dooth  this 

queno  of  love  ? 
I  Jut  wepoth  so,  for  wanting  of  hir  wille, 
Til  that  hir  tores  in  the  listes  fllle ;     2666 
She  scyde :  *  I  am  ashamed,  doutelces.* 
Satumus  seyde  :  *  Doghter,  hold  thy  jKies. 
3[ar8  hath  his  wille,  his  knight  hath  al 

his  bone,  (1811) 

And,  by  myu  heed,  thou  shalt  bon  csod 

sono.'  2670 

The  trompes,  with  the  loude  minstral- 

cye, 
Xlie  hcraudos,  that  ful  loude  yolle  and 

cryo, 
Boon  in  hir  wele  for  joye  of  daun  Arcito. 
But  herkneth  mo,  and  stintoth  now  a 

lyte, 

Which  a  miracle  thor  bifol  anon.         2675 
This  fiorso  Arcite  hath  of  his  holmy-don. 
And  on  a  courser,  for  to  showo  his  ifaco, 
He  prikoth  endelong  the  large  place,  (iSao) 


Loking  upward  up-on  this  Emolyo  ;    2679 
And  she  agayn  him  caste  a  freendlich  yC, 
(For  womnien,  as  to  spoken  in  comune, 
Thoy  folwon  al  tho  favour  of  fortune) ; 
An<l  she  was  al  his  chore,  as  in  his  herto. 
Out  of  the  ground  a  furio  infernal  sterto. 
From  Pluti»  sent,  at  requosto  of  Satume, 
For  which  his  hors  for  fere  gan  to  tnrne. 
And  loop  asydo,  and  i'oundrod  as  ho  loop  ; 
And,  or  that  Arcito  may  taken  keep,  (1830) 
Ho  pighte  him  on  the  i>omol  of  his  heoil. 
That  in  tho  place  ho   lay  as  ho  woro 

deed,  2600 

His  brost  to-brosten  with  his  sadel-lx)Wo. 
As  blak  ho  lay  as  any  colo  or  crowo, 
So  was  tho  blood  y-ronnon  in  liis  face. 
Anon  he  was  y-born  out  of  tho  place 
With  herto  soor,  to  Thosous  paloys.     2605 
Tho  was  ho  cor\'en  out  of  his  barneys, 
And  in  a  bod  j'-brought  ful  fairo  and 

blj-vo. 
For  he  was  yet  in  momorio  and  alyvo,  (1840) 
And  alway  crying  aft«r  Emelyo. 
I      Duk  Theseus,  with  al  his  companyo,  271x1 
Is  comen  boom  to  Athenes  his  citeo, 
With  alio  blisso  and  greet  solompnitco. 
Al  bo  it  that  this  avonturo  was  fallo. 
He  nolde  noght  disoonforti?n  hem  alio. 
Men  seyde  eek,  that  Arcito  shal  uat  dye; 
Ho  shal  ben  hcleil  of  his  maladj-o.       2706 
And  of  another  thing  they  woro  as  fayii. 
That  of  hom  alio  was  thor  noon  y-slayn, 
Al  woro  they  soro  y-hurt,  and  namely  oon, 
That  with  a  si>ero  was  thirled  his  brest- 

boon.  (1852)  2710 

To  othoro  woundcs,  and  to  broken  amies, 
Some  hadden  salves,  and  some  hodden 

charmes ; 
Fermacies  of  herbos,  and  00k  savo 
They  dronken,  for  they  woldo  hir  limcH 

have. 
For  which  this  noble  duk,  oa  lie  wel  can, 
Conforteth  and  hononroth  every  man,  271'i 
And  made  rovol  al  the  longe  night, 
Un-to  tho  straunge  lordos,  as  was  right. 
No  thor  was  holdon  no  disconfitingo,  (iST)!) 
But  as  a  justes  or  a  toumeyingo  ;        2721.) 
For  s<.H>thly  thor  was  no  disci mliture. 
For  falling  nis  nat  but  an  aventuro ; 
No  to  be  lad  with  fors  un-to  tho  stako 
Unj'olden,  and  with  twenty  knightcs  toko. 


T.  3727-2816.] 


A.    Zii  HmgQfee  Zatt. 


4S3 


O  persono  allone,  with-onten  mo,         2725 
And  haried  forth  by  anno,  foot,  imd  to, 
And  oek  his  stcde  driven  forth  with  stages. 
With    footmen,   botho    yemen   and  eek 
knaves,  (1870) 

It  nas  nrottod  him  no  viloinye,  2729 

Ther  may  no  man  clepon  it  cowanlye. 

For  -which  anon  duk  Theseus  loet  ciyo, 
To  stinten  alle  rancour  and  envyo, 
Tlie  ^ce  as  wel  of  o  syde  as  of  other, 
And  either  syde  j'-lyk,  as  otheres  brother ; 
And  yaf  hem  yiftes  alter  hir  degree,  2735 
And  fully  hoeld  a  festo  dayes  throe ; 
And  conveyed  the  kinges  worthily 
Out  of  Ilia  toun  a  journee  largely.     (i8fio) 
And  hoom  wcnto  every  man  the  righto 

way. 
Tlier  was  namore,  but  'farwel,havo  good 
day ! '  3740 

Of  this  l>ataille  T  wol  namore  ondj'to, 
But  speke  of  ralam<»n  and  of  Arcite. 
Swolleth  tlic  brest  of  Arcito,  and  the 
Bore 
Enoreesseth  at  liis  hortc  more  and  more. 
The  clothcred  bkKxl,  fur  any  lechecralt, 
(?orrupteth,  and  is  in  his  bouk  y-laft,  2746 
That  noithor  veync-blmHl,  ne  vcntusingo, 
No  (Irinko  of  herbes  may  Ikju  his  heliungo. 
The  vertu  oxpulsif,  or  animal,  (1891) 

Fro  thilke  vcrtu  eloped  natural  2750 

Xo  may  tho  venim  voyden,  no  expello. 
The  pypes  «>f  his  longes  gonne  to  swelle, 
And  eveiy  lacerte  in  his  brest  adoxin 
Is  sJient  with  vonim  and  corrupcioun. 
Him  gayneth  neither,  ibr  to  goto  his  lyf, 
Vomy t  upward,  no  doiinward  laxatif ;  2756 
Al  is  to-brosten  tliilkc  rcgioun. 
Nature  hath  now  no  dominacioun.  (1900) 
And  certcinly,  ther  nature  wol  nat  wirche, 
Far-wel,   phisyk !    go    her   the    man  to 
chiro.hfj !  3760 

Tliis  al  and  som,  that  Arcita  mot  dyo. 
For  which  ho  sendeth  after  Emelye, 
And  Palamon,  that  was  his  cosin  dere ; 
Tlian   sovdo   ho  thus,   as  ye  shul  after 
hero. 
'  Naught  may  the  wuful  spirit  in  mjTi 
hcrte  2765 

Pechiro  o  poynt  of  alle  my  sorwcs  smerte 
To  yow,  my  lady,  that  I  love  most ; 
But  I  biqaetho  tho  sorvico  of  my  go«t  (191(1) 


To  yow  aboven  every  creature, 
Sin  that  my  lyf  may  no  lenger  dure.  2770 
Alias,  the  wo !  alias,  the  i)eyne8  strongc. 
That  I  for  yow  have  8uffre<l,  and  so  longe ! 
Alias,  tho  deeth  I  alias,  myn  Kmelye  ! 
Alias,  departing  of  our  companye  I     277+ 
Alias,  myn  hertos  quene !  alias,  my  wyf ! 
Myn  hertes  lady,  endere  of  my  lyf ! 
What  is  this  world  ?  what  asketh  men  to 

have? 
Now  with  his  love,  now  in  his  coldo  grave 
Allone,  with-outcn  any  companye.    (1921 1 
Far-wel,  my  sweto  fo !  myn  Emelye  !  2780 
And  softe  tak  mo  in  your  armes  twoye. 
For  love  of  Go<],  and  hcrkneth  what  1  seye. 

I  havo  heor  with  my  cosin  Palamon 
Had  stryf  and  rancour,  many  a  day  a-gon. 
For  love  of  yow,  and  for  my  jelousyo.  2785 
And  Jupiter  so  wis  my  soule  gye. 
To  sx>eken  of  a  servant  propreI,v, 
With  alle  circumstaunces  trawely,   (1930) 
That  is  to  seyn,   trouthc,   honour,  and 

knightiiede. 
Wisdom,  hnmblesse,  ostaat,  and  heigh 
kinrede,  ajiyi} 

Fredoin,  and  al  that  longoth  to  that  art. 
So  Jupiter  have  of  my  soulo  part. 
As  in  this  world  right  now  ne  knowe  I  non 
So  worthy  to  ben  loved  as  Palamon,  2794 
That  servcth  yow,  and  wol  don  al  his  lyf. 
And  if  that  ever  yo  shul  been  a  wyf, 
Foryet  nat  Palamon,  the  gentU  man.'(i9.'fo) 
And  with  that  word  his  speche  faille  gan. 
For  from  his  feet  up  to  his  brest  was  come 
The  cold  of  deeth,  that  haddo  him  over- 
come. 2S00 
And  yet  more-over,  in  his  armes  two 
Tho  vital  strength e  is  lost,  and  al  ago. 
Only  the  intellect,  with-out«n  more, 
Tliat  dwelled  in  his  herte  8>'k  and  sore, 
Gan  faiUen,  when  tho  herto  felte  deeth, 
Duskod  his  eyen  two,  and  failled  breeth. 
But  on  his  lady  yet  caste  he  his  y@ :  (1949) 
His  iHste  word  was,  '  mercy,  Emelye !  * 
His  spirit  chaunged  hous,  and  wento  ther, 
As  I  cam  never,  I  can  nat  tellen  wher.  28u> 
Therfor  I  stinte,  I  nam  no  divinistre ; 
Of  soules  finde  I  nat  in  this  registre. 
No  me  ne  list  thilke  opiniouns  to  telle 
Of  hem,  though  that  they  wrsrten  wher 
they  dwelle. 
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Arcito  is  cold,  ther  Mars  his  sonlo  gye  ; 
Xow  wol  I  spoken  forth  of  Emelye.  2St6 
Shrighto  Emelye,  and  howleth  rolamon, 
And  Thosons  liis  snster  took  anon  (i960) 
S wowningo,  and  bar  hir  fro  the  corps  away. 
What  lielx>eth  it  to  tarien  forth  tlie  day, 
To  tcUon  how  she  weep,  botho  cvo  and 

morwo  ?  28a  I 

For  in  swlch  cas  wommon  have  swich 

sorwe, 
Whan  that  hir  housbonds  been  from  hem 

ago, 
That  lor  the  more  part,  they  sorwon  so, 
Or  olles  fallen  in  swiirh  maladye,         2825 
That  at  the  lasto  ccrtoinly  they  dye. 

Infinite  been  the  sorwes  and  the  tores 
Of  olde  folk,  and  folk  of  tendro  yercs,(i97o) 
In  al  the  toun,  for  dooth  of  this  Theban  ; 
For  liini  ther  wopeth  botho  child  and 

man ;  2830 

So  greet  a  weping  was  ther  noon,  certayn. 
Whan  Ector  was  y-broght,  al  fresh  y-slayn, 
To  Troyo ;  alios !  the  pitee  that  was  ther, 
Craeching  of  chokes,  rending  oek  of  heer. 

*  Why  woldcstow  l)o  deed,'  thiso  wommen 

crye,  2855 

*  And  haddest  gold  y-nough,  and  Emelye?' 
No  man  mighte  gladen  Theseus, 
Savingo  his  olde  fader  Egens,  (1980) 
That  knew  this  worldes  transmntacioun. 
As  ho  had  seyn  it  chaangen  up  and  doun, 
Joyo  alter  wo,  and  wo  after  gladnesse  : 
And  shewed  hem  onsamplcs  and  lyknesse. 

*Iiight  as  ther  deycd  never  man,'  quod 
he,  a843 

*  That  he  no  livedo  in  erthe  in  som  degree, 
Sight  so  ther  livedo  never  man,'  ho  seyde, 

*  In  al  this  world,  that  som  tyme  ho  no 

de.vdo.  (i9«8;  2846 

This  world  nis  but  athurghfarofulofwo. 
And  wo  ben  pilgrimcs,  i>assiuge  to  and  fro ; 
Dooth  is  an  ondo  of  every  worldly  sore' 
And  over  al  this  yet  seydo  he  muchel  more 
To  this  effect,  ful  wysly  to  enhorte  2851 
The  peplo,  that  they  sholde  hem  reconforto. 

Duk  Theseus,  with  al  his  bisy  cure. 
Caste  now  whor  that  the  sepultnro 
Of  goiMl  Arcite  may  best  y-niaked  be,    2855 
And  cek  most  honurablo  in  his  dogreo. 
AndattholHstehotookconclusioun,  (1999) 
That  ther  as  first  Arcito  and  Falamoun 


Hadden  for  love  the  bataille  hem  bitwonc, 
That  in  that  solve  grove,  swote  and  gronc, 
Thbrashehaddohisamorousdesires,  28(11 
His  compleynt,  and  for  love  his  hot  o  fires, 
He  woldo  make  a  fyr,  in  which  th 'office 
Funeral  he  mighte  ol  accomplice  ; 
And  loot  comanndo  anon  to  hakko  and 

hewe  (2007)  2865 

The  okes  olde,  and  leyo  hem  on  a  rewe 
In  colpons  wol  airayed  for  to  brenno ; 
His  officers  with  swifte  feet  tliey  renne 
And  ryde  anon  at  his  comaundement. 
And  after  this,  Theseus  hath  y-sent    2870 
After  a  here,  and  it  al  ovcr-spradde 
With  cloth  of  gold,  the  richest  that  he 

haddo. 
And  of  the  same  suyto  he  claddo  Arcite  ; 
Upon  his  hondes  haddo  he  gloves  whyte ; 
Elek  on   his  heed    a    croniio    of    lauror 

grene,  2875 

And  in  his  hond  a  sword  ful  bright  and 

kene.  (2018) 

He  leyde  him  Ixare  the  visage  on  the  l)ore, 
Therwith  he  weep  that  piti»o  wns  to  here. 
And  for  the  peplo  sholde  seen  him  alio. 
Whan  it  was  day,  he  broghto  him  to  the 

liallo,  2S.<?f> 

That  roreth  of  the  crying  and  the  soiui. 

Tho  cam  this  woful  Theban  Palamoun, 
With  flotery  l)erd,  and  ruggy  asshy  horos, 
In  clothes  bhiko,  3'-dropi)ed  al  with  tores ; 
And,  passing  othere  of  weping,  Emolyo, 
Tho  rcwfnll^te  of  al  the  companye.   2886 
In  as  muehe  as  tho  service  sholdo  Ix) 
Tho  more  noble  and  riche  in  his  degree, 
Duk  Theseus  leet  forth  three  stedes  bringe, 
That  trapped  were  in  steel  al  glitcringo. 
And   covered   with   tho  armes  of  daun 

Arcite.  (2033.)  28<)i 

Ui>K)u  thise  stedes,  that  weren  grote  and 

whj-to, 
Ther  soten  folk,  of  which  oon  barhissheeld. 
Another  his  spero  up  in  his  hondes  hoold ; 
Tho  thriddo  bar  with  him  liis  bowo  Tur- 
keys, 2895 
Of  brond  gold  was  tho  cas,  and  oek  tho 

harnoj-8 ;  (-203}*) 

And  ridon  forth  a  pas  with  sorwefnl  chore 
Towanl  t  he  grove,  as  ye  shul  alter  hero. 
Tho  noblosto  of  tlio  Qrokes  that  thor  woro 
Ul>ou  hir  shuldrea  caricdcn  tho  bero,  2^100 
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With  slakkn  iws,  an<l  oyen  rode  anvl  woto, 
Thurgh-oiit  tlio  citco,  hy  the  maistor-stretc, 
That  sprad  was  al  with  blak,  and  wondor 

liyo 
liif^ht  of  the  same  is  al  the  stroto  y-wryo. 
I  'iwm  the  right  hond  wente  old  Egcns,  21,05 
An<l  on  that  otlicr  sydo  duk  Theseus, 
With  vessels  in  hir  luind  of  gold  ful  fyn, 
Al  fill  of  hony,  milk,  and  bloo<l,  and  wyn  ; 
Eek  Palamon,  witli  fnl  greet  companyc  ; 
And  aft«r  that  cam  woful  Enelye,      2910 
With  fyr  in  houde,  as  was  that  tyme  the 

KV-so,  (J053) 

To  do  tli'offico  of  funeral  servyso. 

Heigh  labour,  and  fnl'greetnpiiaraillinge 
Was  at  the  service  and  the  tyr-makinge, 
That  with  his  grcno  topthohevon  ranghtc, 
And  t  went  J'  fadnio  of  bredo  the  armcs 

stranghte ;  2916 

lliis  is  to  Gcyn,  the  bowes  were  so  brode. 
Of  stroe  first  ther  was  leyd  ful  many  a 

lode.  (2060) 

But  how  the  fyr  was  maked  up  on  highte, 
And  oek  the  names  how  the  trePs  highte, 
As  00k,   firro,    birch,    asp,   alder,   holm, 

popler,  2<)2i 

Wilow,  olm,  i)lane,  ash,  box,  chasteyn, 

lind,  lauror, 
^lapul,  thorn,  l»oech,  hasci,  ow,  whippol- 

tre*». 
How  they  weren  feld,  shaluat  bo  told  for 

me ; 
Ne  how  the  gocldes  ronnon  np  and  doun. 
Disherited  of  hir  habitar»ionn,  2926 

In  which  they  wonedon  in  restoand  pecs, 
yj-mphos,  Faunos,  and  Amndrides ;  (2070) 
Ne  how  the  bestes  and  the  briddes  alio 
Flodden  for  fore,  whan  the  wo<lc was f alio  ; 
Nc  how  the  groundagast  was  of  the  light, 
'fliat  was  n  at  wont  to  seen  t  he  sonne  bright ; 
Xe  how  the  fyr  was  couched  first  with  streo. 
And  than  with  dryo  stokkescloven  athreo, 
And  than  with  grcno  wode  and  spycor^'e, 
And  than  with  cloth  of  gold  and  with 

porrye,  2-36 

And   gerlandes   hanging  with  fnl  many 

a  flour, 
The   mirre,   th'encens,  with  al  so  greet 

odour ; 
Nf  how  Arcite  lay  among  al  this,      (2081) 
Xc  what  richcflso  abouto  his  body  is ;  2940 


No  how  that  Emelyo,  as  was  the  gj-so, 

Putte  in  the  fyr  of  fnnoral  servyso  ; 

No  how  she  swowncd  whan  men  made  Vao 

fyr. 
No  wliat  she  spak,  no  what  was  hir  dcsyr ; 
No  what  jeweles  men  in  the  fyr  t ho  casto, 
Whan  that  the  fyr  was  greet  and  bronto 

faste ;  2:746 

No  how  som  casto  hir  shoold,  and  som  hir 

spero. 
And  of  hir  vestiments,  whicho  that  they 

were,  (^090) 

And  ciippos  fnl  of  wyn,  and  milk,  and 

blood, 
Into  the  f>T,  that  brento  as  it  were  wood ; 
No  how  the  Qrekes  with  an  huge  ronte 
Thrj'i'S  riden  al  the  fyr  abouto  2952 

l'l)-on  the  left  hand,  with  a  loud  shontinge, 
And  thrj'i's  with  hir  spores  clatertnge  ; 
And  thryCs  how  the  ladies  gonno  cryo ;  2955 
No  how  that  lad  was  hom-ward  Emelye ; 
Ne  how  Arcite  is  brent  to  asshon  coldo ; 
Nohow  that  licho- wake  was  y-holdo  (2100) 
Al  thilko  night,  ne  how  the  Grekes  pleyo 
The  wake-pleyes,  ne  kepe  I  nat  toseyo ;  2960 
Who  wrastleth  best  naked,    with    oillo 

enoynt. 
No  who  that  bar  him  best,  in  no  disjojmt. 
I  wol  nat  tellen  oek  how  that  they  goon 
Hoom  til  Athenes,  whan  tho  ploy  is  drK>n  ; 
But  sliortly  to  tho  poynt  than  wol  I  wonde, 
And  makon  of  my  longo  tale  an  onde.  2966 
By  processe  and  by  leug^he  of  certeyn 

yores 
Al  stinted  is  the  mooming  and  the  teres. 
Of  Orekes,  by  oon  general  assent,      (21 11) 
Than  somcd  me  ther  was  a  luirlement  2970 
At  Athenes,  ui)-on  certeyn poynts and  cas; 
Among  the  whicho  poynts  y-spoken  was 
T«^  have  with  certejTi  contrees  alliannce, 
And  have  fully  of  Thebans  oboisannco. 
For  which  this  noble  Theseus  anon     2975 
Leet  senden  after  gontil  Palamon, 
Unwist  of  him  what  w^as  the  causo  and 

why ; 
But  in  his  blako  clothes  sorwefnlly  (2120) 
He  cam  at  his  comanndemento  in  hyo, 
Tlio  scnte  Theseus  for  Emelye.  29F0 

Wlian  they  were  set,  and  hust  was  al  tho 

place, 
And  ThesetLS  abiden  hadde  a  spoco 
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Er  any  word  cam  from  his  "wtso  brest, 
His  eyen  sctto  he  thcr  as  vras  his  lest, 
And  with  a  sod  visafi^  he  syked  stille,   2985 
And  after  t  hat  right  thvis  lie  seydo  h is  willc. 

*  The  flrsto  mocvcro  of  the  cause  above, 
AVhan  ho  first  mado  the  fairo  cheyno  of 

love,  (2130) 

Qreet  was  th'effcct,  and   hoigh  was  his 

entente ; 
Wcl  wiste  he  why,  and  what  ther-of  he 

mentc ;  2990 

For  with  that  fairo  chcyne  of  lovo  he  bond 
The  fyr,   the   oyr,   the  water,   and   the 

lond 
In  certe^Ti  bonndes,  that  they  may  nat  flee ; 
That  same  prince  and  that  moevere,'  qnod 

he, 
^Hath  stabllssod,  in  this  wrccchcd  world 

adoun,  2995 

Ck)rteyne  dayes  and  duracioun 
To  al  that  is  eng^ndred  in  this  place,  (2139) 
Over  the  whiche  day  they  may  nat  pace, 
Al  mowe  they  yet  tho  dayes  wel  ahreg^^  ; 
Thar  neodcth  non  auctoritce  alleggo,  3000 
For  it  is  preved  by  experience. 
Bat  that  mo  list  declaren  my  sentence. 
Than  may  men  by  this  ordre  wel  disc«me. 
That  thilke  moevere  stable  is  and  cteme. 
Wol  may  men  knowe,  bat  it  be  a  fool,  3005 
That  eveiy  i>art  deryveth  from  his  hool. 
For  nature  hath  nat  take  his  beginning 
Of  no  party  no  cantel  of  a  thing,       (2150) 
But  of  a  thing  that  parfit  is  and  stable, 
Descending  so,  til  it  bo  comimpablo.  3010 
And  therfore,  of  his  wyse  purv'oyaunce, 
Ho  hath  so  wcl  biset  his  ordinaunce, 
That  speces  of  thiugcs  and  progressiouns 
Shullen  enduren  by  succcssiouns. 
And  nat  eteme  bo,  with-outo  lyO  :       3r>i5 
This  maistow  understonde  and  seen  at  y^. 

*  Lo  the  00k,  that  hath  so  long  a  noris- 

shiugo 

From  tyme  that  it  first  biginneth  springe, 

A  nd  hath  so  long  a  lyf,  as  we  may  see,  (2161) 

Yet  at  tho  histe  wasted  is  the  tree.      3020 

'  Considcreth  oek,  how  that  the  harde 

stoon 
fnder  t»ur  feet,  on  which  we  trede  and 

goon, 
Yit  wasteth  it,  as  it  lyth  by  the  weye. 
The  brode  river  somt^'me  woxoth  drcye. 


The  grete  tounes  see  we  wane  and  wezidc. 
Than  may  ye  see  that  al  this  thing  hath 

ende.  3o-<» 

*  Of  man  and  womman  seen  wo  wcl  alst», 

That  nedeth,  in  oon  of  thise  termes  two. 

This  is  to  scyn,  in  youthe  or  oUes  age,  (2 1 7 1 ) 

He  moot  ben  deed,  tho  king  as  shal  a 

page ;  3030 

8om  in  his  bed,  som  in  the  dope  sec, 
Som  in  the  large  feeld,  as  men  may  se ; 
Ther  hclpetl^noght,  al  goth  that  ilke  weye. 
Thanne  may  I  seyn  that  al  this  thuig  moot 

doye.  303+ 

What  maketh  this  but  Jupiter  the  king/ 
Thewhich  is  prince  and  cause  of  alle  thing, 
Converting  al  un-to  his  propre  wcllc. 
From  which  it  is  <lcryved,  sooth  to  tollo. 
And  hore-agayns  no  creature  on  lyi-o  .;^i8i  1 
Of  no  degree  availlcth  for  to  stryvo.    3040 
'  Thanne  is  it  wisdom,  as  it  thiukcth  mv. 
To  makcn  vertu  of  noccssitce, 
And  take  it  wcl,  that  wo  may  unt  esclint% 
And  namely  that  to  us  alle  is  duo. 
And  who-so  gruccheth  ought,  ho  tl<-»oth 

folye,  3:145 

And  rel)ol  is  to  him  that  al  may  pyo. 
And  certeiuly  a  man  hath  most  lionour 
To  dyen  in  his  cxcolloncc  and  flour,  (jux) 
Whan  ho  is  siker  of  his  godo  name  ; 
Than  hath  ho  doon  his  frocnd,  no  him,  n<> 

shame.  305'  > 

And  gladder  oghto  his  frccnd  ben  of  liis 

deeth, 
WHian  with  honour  up-yoldcn  ishis  broct  h , 
Tlian  whan  his  name  ajmllod  is  for  ago  : 
For  al  forget«n  is  his  vasselage. 
Than  is  it  best,  as  for  a  worthy  fame,  3055 
To  dyen  whan  that  lie  is  best  of  name. 
The  contrarie  of  al  this  is  wilfulnosso. 
Why  grucchen  we?  why  have  we  hovi- 

nesse,  (2200) 

That  good  Arcito,  of  chivalrye  flour 
Departed  is,  with  duetee  and  honour,  30(10 
Out  of  this  foule  prison  of  this  lyf? 
Why  grucchen  hecr  his  cosin  and  his  wj'f 
Of  his  wel-fare  that  loved  hem  so  weel  ? 
Can  he  hem  thank?  nay,  God  wot,  novor 

a  deel, 
That  botho  his  soulo  and  cek   hem-self 

ofFende,  3065 

And  yet  they  mowe  hir  lostes  nat  amende. 
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'  What  may  I  eondnde  of  this  longo  soric, 
I)ut,  aft<»r  wo,  I  redo  us  to  bo  merio,  (2210) 
And  thnnkon  Jniiitor  of  al  his  graco? 
Aud,   or    that   wc    dcparten    from    this 

lilaco,  3»>7*> 

1  rotio  that  wc  make,  of  sorwos  two, 
t )  i>arl>-t  joyc,  lasting  over-mo ; 
And  lokcth  now,  wher  most  sorwo  is  her- 

inno, 
Thor  wol  wo  first  amonden  and  biginne. 

'  Snstcr,'  <]uod  he,  '  tliis  is  my  folio  assent, 
AVith  alth'avysheorofmyparlemcnt,  $i)j6 
'fliat  gontil  Falamon,  your  owno  knight, 
That  serveth  yow  with  wille,  hertc,  and 

might,  (a29«)) 

And  over  liath  doon,  sin  that  ye  first  him 

knewo,  3079 

That  yo  shul,  of  your  grace,  up-on  him  rewe. 
And  taken  him  for  housbonde  and  for 

lord  : 
Loon  mo  yourhond,  for  this  is  our  ocord. 
I^t  sec  now  of  your  wommanly  pitee. 
Ho  is  a  hinges  brother  souo,  pardco  ; 
And,  though  ho  were  ajwyro  bachelcr,  3085 
Sin  ho  hath  served  yow  so  many  a  yeer. 


And  had  for  yow  so  greet  arlvorsiteo, 

It  mostebcen  considered,  leveth  me ;  {22^0) 

For  gentil  mercy  oghto  to  passen  right.* 

Than  seydo  he  thus  to  Palamon  f  ul  right ; 
'  I  trowo  thor  nedeth  litol  sormoning  3091 
To  make  yow  assouto  to  this  thing. 
Com  neer,  and  tak  your  lady  bj'  the  hond.* 
Bitwixen  hem  was  maad  anon  the  bond, 
That  highte  matrimoino  or  mariage,  3095 
By  al  the  connseil  and  the  baronage. 
And  thus  with  alle  blisso  and  melodyo 
Hath  Palamon  y-wedded  Emelyc.     (2240) 
An<l  God,  that  al  this  wydo  world  hath 

wroght, 
Scnde  him  his  love,  that  hath  it  dere 

ii-boght.  3100 

For  now  is  Falamon  in  alle  wele, 
Living  hi  Idisse,  in  ri(*he8se,  and  in  hele  ; 
And  Emelyc  him  loveth  so  tendrely, 
And  he  hir  sen'eth  al-so  gcntilly, 
That  never  was  thor  no  word  hem  bitweno 
Of  jolousye,  or  any  other  t<?ne.  3106 

Thus  cndoth  Falamon  and  Kmelye  ; 
And  Qod  save  al  this  fairo  com^yanyo ! — 

Amen.  {'^50) 


Here  is  ended  the  Knightet  Tale. 


THE    MILLER'S    PROLOGUE. 


Here  folwen  the  wordes  bitwene  the  Host  and  the  Millere. 


WiiAN  that  the  Knight  had  thus  his  tale 

y-told, 
In  al  the  route  nas  ther  yong  ne  old  31 10 
That  he  no  seydo  it  was  a  noble  storie, 
And  worthy  for  to  drawen  to  inomorie  ; 
And  namely  the  gentils  overichoon. 
Our  Host«  lough  and  swoor, '  so  moot  I  goon, 
Thif;  gooth  aright ;  unlK>keIedisthomale  ; 
Lat  SCO  now  who  shal  telle  another  tale  : 
For  trewely,  tlicgamo  is  welbigonnc.  3117 
Now  toUeth  yo,  sir  Monk,  if  that  ye  conno. 


Sumwhat,  to  quyto  with  the  Knightes 


talc.' 


(II) 


The    Miller,    that    for-dronken    was    al 
pale,  3i2() 

$0  that  onnethe  up-on  hishorshe  sat, 
Ho  noldo  avalon  neither  hood  no  hat, 
No  abydc  no  man  for  his  curtois^'c, 
But  in  Filates  vois  he  gan  to  cryo. 
And  swoor  by  armes  and  by  blood  and 
bonos,  3x35 

*  I  can  a  noble  tale  for  the  nones, 

3 
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With  which  I  wol  now  qnyto  the  Knightcs 

talc* 
Onr  Hosto  sangh  that  he  was  dronke  of 

alOf  (20) 

And  seydo  :  '  abyd,  Bobin,  my lovo brother, 

Som  bettro  man  shal  telle  ns  flrtit  another : 

Abyd,  and  lat  ns  worken  thriftily'.*      3 131 

*By  gnddes  sool,*  quod  he,  *that  wol 

nat  I ; 
For  I  wol  gpeke,  or  dies  go  my  wey.' 
Onr   Hoste  answerde :    '  tel  on,  a  devel 

wey! 
Thou  art  a  fool,  thy  wit  is  overcome.' 3 135 
*Xowherknoth,'  quod  the  Miller,  'alio 

and  some ! 
But  first  I  make  a  protostaoioun 
That  I  am  dn^nke,  I  knowe  it  by  my 

soun ;  (30) 

And  thorforc,  if  that  I  missi>cke  or  seye, 
Wyto  it  the  ale  of  Soutliwork,   I  yow 

preyo;  3140 

For  I  wol  telle  a  Icgondo  and  a  lyf 
Bothe  of  a  Carpenter,  and  of  his  wyf. 
How  that  a  clerk  hath  set  the  wrightes 

cappc.' 
The  Revo  answcrdo  and  soydo,  *  stint  thy 

clappo, 
Lat  be  thy  lowed  dronkon  harlotryo.  3145 
It  is  a  sinnc  and  eok  a  greet  folye 
To  apeiren  any  man,  or  him  diffame. 
And    eck  to    bringen  wy\'e8    in    swich 

fame.  (40) 

Thou  mayst   y-n(^j?h   of   othcre   thinges 

sej-n.' 
Tliis  dronkcn  Miller spakfulsoneagoyn, 
And  scyde,  '  love  brother  Osewold,      3151 
Who  liath  no  wyf,  ho  is  no  coke  wold. 
But  I  sey  nat  therfore  that  thou  art  oon  ; 
Ther  been  ful  go<le  wyves  many  «.Km, 


f  And  ever  a  thousand  godo  aycyns  oon 

badde,  ^^i^? 

•f  That  knowestow  wel  thy-solf,  but-if  thou 

madde. 
Why  artow  angry  with  my  tale  now  ? 
I  have  a  wyf,  imrdee,  as  well  as  thou.  (50) 
Yet  nolde  I,  for  the  oxen  in  my  plogh, 
Taken  up-on  me  more  than  y-nogh,    3i6»^ 
As  demen  of  my-self  that  I  were  oon  ; 
I  wol  belove  wel  that  I  am  noon. 
An  housbond  shal  nat  been  inquisitif 
Of  goddes  privetee,  nor  of  his  wyf. 
So  he  may  finde  goddes  foyson  there,  3165 
Of  the  remenant  nedeth  nat  enquere/ 
'What  sholde  I  more  seyn,    but   this 

Millero 
He  nolde  his  wordes  for  no  man  forbero,  (('k).» 
But  tolde  his  cherles  tale  in  his  mauere  ; 
Me  thinketh  that  I  shal  reherce  it  here.  ^  1 70 
And    ther-fore    every    gentil    wight    I 

preye. 
For  goddes  love,  demeth  nat  that  I  soyo 
Of  evel  entente,  but  that  I  moot  rehorce 
Hir  tales  aJle,  bo  they  bettre  or  worse, 
Or  elles  faJsen  som  of  my  matere.        3 1 75 
And  therforx»,  who-so  list  it  nat  y-horc, 
Tume  over  the  leof,  and  chese  another 

tale;  {('*()) 

For  he  shal  finde  y-nowe,  grete  and  sinale, 
Of  storial  thing  that  toucheth  gentillosso. 
And  eck  moralltee  and  holinesse  ;       3180 
Blameth  nat  me  if  that  ye  chese  ninis. 
The    Miller   is  a  cherl,  ye   known   wol 

this ; 
So  was  the  Beve,  and  othere  many  m'), 
And  harlotryo  they  tolden  bothe  two. 
Avyseth  yow  and  putte  mo  out  of  blame ; 
And  eek  men  shal  nat  make  emest  of 

game.  ^78)  iiHt 


Here  endeth  the  prologe. 


T.  3187^3260.] 


A.    ZU  (nit(fere0  Za(t. 


459 


THE    MILLERES    TALE. 


Here  biglnneth  tbe  MiUere  his  tale. 


WiiYLOM  thcr  was  dwoUinge  at  Oxonford 
A  richc  gnof,  that  gP8t<?s  lieeld  to  bord, 
And  of  his  craft  lie  was  a  Carpenter. 
With  him  ther  was  dwellingo  a  povro 

R?olor,  3190 

Had  lomed  art,  but  al  his  fantasyo 
Was  tnmod  for  to  lemo  astrologyo, 
And  coudo  a  ccrteyn  of  conclnsionns 
To  demon  by  intcrrogaciouns, 
If  that  men  axedhim  in  ccrtoin  houres,  3195 
AVhan  that  men  sholdo  havo  droghto  or 

oUes  shonres,  (lo) 

Or  if  men  axed  him  what  sholdo  bifoUe 
Of  overy  thing,  I  may  nat  rckcno  hem  alio. 
This  clerk  was  eloped  liende  Nicholas ; 
Of  dome  love  he  coude  and  of  solas ;  3200 
And  ther-to  he  was  sleigh  and  ful  privee, 
And  lyk  a  niaydon  nieko  fv)r  to  see. 
A  chainbro  hadde  he  in  that  hostclrye 
Allone,  with -on ten  any  companyo, 
Ful  fetislyy-tlight  with  herbes  swoto ;  3005 
And  ho  him-self  as  sweto  as  is  tho  rote  (20) 
Of  licorys,  or  any  cotowalo. 
His  Almagcsto  and  bokes  grete  and  smalo, 
His  astrelabie,  longinge  for  his  art, 
His  augrim-stoncs  laycn  fair©  a-part  3210 
On  sliolvcs  couched  at  his  beddes  heed  : 
His  presse  y-covored  with  a  falding  reed. 
And  al  above  ther  lay  a  gay  sautrj'o, 
On  which  ho  made  a  nightes  melodyo 
So  swotoly,  that  al  the  chambro  rong ;  3215 
And  Angelus  ad  virginem  ho  song ;        (30; 
And  after  that  he  S4>ng  the  kingos  note  ; 
Ful  otton  blessed  was  his  mery  throto. 
And  thus  this  sweto  <rlcrk  his  tymesi>ente 
After  his  froendes  finding  and  his  rente. 

This  Cnrijontor  had  wedded  newo  a  wyf 
Which  that  lio  lovede  more  than  his  lyf ; 
Of  eighteteno  yeer  she  was  of  ago. 
Jalons  he  was,  and  heeldhir  narwo  in  cage, 

Q 


For  she  was  wildo  and  yong,  and  ho  was 

old,  (39)  3225 

And  demed  him-self  ben  lyk  a  cokowold. 
Ho  know  nat  Catoun,  for  his  wit  was  mde, 
That  bad  man  sholdo  weddo  his  similitude. 
Men  sholdo  wedden  after  hir  cstaat, 
For  youtho  andeldoisoftenatdobaat.  3230 
Bat  sith  that  ho  was  fallen  in  the  snare, 
He  moflto  endure,  as  other  folk,  his  care. 
Fair  was  this  yongo  wyf,  and  thcr-with-al 
As  any  wcsele  hir  body  gent  and  smaL 
A  ceynt  sho  weredo  barred  al  of  silk,  3235 
A  barmclooth  eek  as  whyt  as  mome  milk 
Up-on  hir  londes,  ful  of  many  a  gore.  (51) 
Whyt  was  hir  smok  andbroudodalbifore 
And  cek  bihinde,  on  hir  coler  abonte. 
Of  col-blak  silk,  with-inne  and  eek  with- 

onto.  324*) 

The  tapes  of  hir  whj»to  voluper 
Were  of  tho  same  suyto  of  hir  coler ; 
Hir  filet  brood  of  silk,  and  set  ful  hye  : 
And  sikerly  she  haddo  a  likerous  ye.  3244 
Ful  smale  y-pulled  wore  hir  browes  two. 
And  tho  wero  bent,  and  blako  as  any 

sloo.  ((n>) 

Sho  was  ful  more  blisful  on  to  sco 
Than  is  tho  newo  pere-jonette  trco ;    324R 
And  softer  than  tho  wollo  is  of  a  wether. 
And  by  hir  girdel  heeng  a  purs  of  lother 
Tasseld  with  silk,  and  period  with  latonn. 
In  al  this  world,  to  sekon  up  and  doun. 
There  nis  no  man  so  yrya,  that  conde 

thenche 
So  gay  a  iwpelote,  or  swich  a  wenche.  3254 
Ful  brighter  was  tho  shyning  of  hir  hewo 
Than  in  tho  tour  tho  noble  y-forgcd  newo. 
But  of  hir  song,  it  was  as  loude  and  yemo 
As  any  swalwo  sittinge  on  a  bemo.  (72) 
Ther-to  sho  coudo  skippe  and  make  game, 
As  any  kide  or  calf  folwinge  his  dame.  3260 


460 


A.    Z^i  (nit(fere0  Zak. 


[t.  3251-3352- 


Hir  mouth  was  swcto  as  bragct  or  tho 

mocth, 
Or  liord  of  apples  leyd  in  hoy  or  hooth. 
Winsingo  alie  wtis,  ns  is  i\  joly  colt, 
Long  as  a  mast,  and  npright  as  a  bolt. 
A  br«.M)ch  sho  baar  xip-on  h  ir  lowe  coler,  3-165 
As  br<K>d  as  is  tho  Ihw  of  a  bocler.  (80.) 

Hir  shoes  woro  laced  on  hir  leggos  hyo  ; 
Sho  was  a  pryiner<.>lo,  a  pigges-uyo 
For  any  lord  to  Icggon  in  his  bodde, 
Or  yet  for  any  gtHxl  yoman  to  wedde.  3271) 

Now  sire,  luid  eft  sire,  so  bifol  the  cas, 
That  on  a  day  this  hcndo  Nichohis 
Fil  with  this  yongc  wyf  to  rage  and  ploye, 
Whyl  that  liir  honsboud  was  at  Oseneye, 
As  clerk es  ben  ful  subtile  andful  queynto  ; 
And  privcly  he  canghte  hirhy  tho  qneynte, 
And  seyde,  'y-wis,  but  if  ich  have  my 
wille,  (91)  3377 

For  demo  love  of  thee,  lemman,  I  spille.' 
And  heeld  hir  hardo  l^y  tho  hauncho-bones, 
And  seyde,  *  lemman,  love  mo  ol  at-oncs, 
Or  I  wol  dyen,  also  god  me  Siivc  ! '  3281 
And  she  sprong  as  a  colt  doth  in  tho  trave, 
And  with  hir  heed  sho  wryed  fast^  awey, 
And  seyde, '  I  wol  nat  kisse  thee,  l)y  my  fey. 
Why,  lat  Ik?,'  quod  she,  '  lat  bo,  Nicholas, 
Or  I  wol  cryo  out  "harrow"  and  "alias." 
Do  wey  j'our  haudes  for  j'our  curteisyo  ! ' 

This  Nicholas  gan  mercy  ibr  to  cryo, 

And  spak  so  faire,  and  profred  hir  so  fastc, 

Tliat  she  hir    love   him    grauntod    atto 

laste,  (104)  3290 

And  swoor  hir  00th,  by  seint  Thomas  of 

Kent, 
That  she  wol  l)eon  at  his  comaudement, 
Whan  that  she  may  hir  lej'ser  wol  espyc. 
'  Myn  houslxmd  is  so  ful  of  jalousyo, 
Tliat  but  yo  wayte  wol  and  been  iirivee,  3295 
I  woot  right  wol  I  nam  but  deed,*  quod  sho. 
*  Ye  moste  been  ful  demo,  as  in  this  cas.' 
'Nay  ther-of  care  thoo  noght,'   quod 
Nicholas,  (112) 

'  A  clerk  had  litherly  bisot  his  whylo, 
Bnt-if  ho  coudo  a  cari>©ntor  bigyle.'    3300 
And  thus  they  been  acordcd  and  y-sworn 
To  waj'to  a  tj-mo,  as  I  have  told  bifom. 
Whan  Nicholas  had  d<K>n  thus  everydeel, 
And  thakked  hir  aboute  the  lendes  wool, 
Ho  kist  hir  swcto,  and  taketli  his  santryc, 
And  pleycth  fosto,  and  makoth  molodyo. 


Than  fil    it  thus,  that  to  the  pnrish- 
chlrcho,  (121) 

Crist  OS  owno  wcrkos  for  to  wircho. 
This  g(Klo  wyf  wentc  on  an  haliday  ; 
Hir  forhcodsluKm  as  bright  as  any  day,  33 1<; 
So  wa-.  it  wasshon  whiui  she  loot  hir  work. 
Now  was  ther  of  that  chircho  a  parish- 
clork, 
Tho  which  that  was  y-cloped  Abs«>lon. 
Crul  was  his  heer,  txnd  as  tho  gold  it  sh<.M>n, 
And  strouted  as  a  fanno  large  and  linnlc  ; 
Ful  stroight  and  even  lay  his  joly  BhfMle. 
His  rmlo  was  rood,  his  eyen  greye  as  goos  ; 
With  Powlos  window  corven  on  his  shot>s, 
In  hoses  redo  ho  wonto  fotisl.v.  (133) 

Y-olad  ho  was  ful  smal  and  proproly,  33  jo 
Al  in  a  kirtol  of  a  light  warhot ; 
Ful  fairo  and  thikko  l)Oon  tho  poyntossi^t. 
And  thor-ui>-4)n  ho  haddo  a  gay  8nrx)lys 
As  whyt  as  is  tho  blosmo  ui»-ou  tho  rys. 
A  mory  child  ho  was,  so  go^l  mo  save,  3325 
Wol  coude  ho  laton  bhwxl  and  clippe  an«l 
shavo,  (140) 

And  make  achartro  ol'lond  or  lu-quitaiuice. 
In  twenty  manoro  coudo  he  trippe  and 

d.uuico 
After  tlio  scolo  of  Ox(?nfordt^  tho. 
And  with  his  loggos  caston  to  and  fn>,  3330 
And  iiloyon  songcs  on  a  small  rubiblo  ; 
Thor-to  he  song  som-tymo  a  loud  quiniblc ; 
And  as  wol  coude  ho  ploye  on  his  giteme. 
In  al  tho  toun  nas  brcwhous  no  tavomo 
That  he  no  visited  with  his  solas,         3335 
Ther  aiij'  gaylard  tappestcro  was.        ( 15.)) 
But  sooth  to  sejTi,he  was  somdel  squaymous 
Of  farting,  and  of  spocho  daungjcrous. 

This  Absolon,  that  jolif  was  and  gay, 
Gooth  with  a  senccr  on  the  haliday,  334;> 
St'nsinge  tho  wy vo^s  of  the  iMirish  fjLStv  ; 
And  many  a  lovely  look  on  hem  ho  casto. 
And  munely  on  this  cari>ont«res  wyf. 
To  loko  on  hir  him  thoughte  a  moiy  lyf, 
She  was  so  propre  and  swote  and  likerous. 
I  dar  wol  seyn,  if  sho  had  bei»n  a  raous,  (160) 
And  he  a  cat,  ho  wolde  hir  hento  anon. 
This  parish-clerk,  this  joly  Absohm, 
Hath  in  his  herto  swich  a  love-Ion gingi^. 
Tliat  of  no  wyf  no  took  ho  iukui  oftringo  ; 
For  curteisyo,  ho  seyde,  ho  woldo  noon. 
Tho  mt>nc,  whan  it  was  night,  ful  brighto 
shoou,  335-' 
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And  Absolon  his  gitcmo  hath  y-takc, 
For  purarnours,  he  thoghto  for  to  Mralco. 
And  fortli  hog<K.)th,jolifandamoroa«,  3355  ; 
Til  ho  cam  to  tho  carpentcres  hous    (170) 
A  litcl  after  cokkes  hadde  y-crowe  ; 
Au<l  dressed  liim  up  by  a  shot-windovro 
That  -was  ni>-on  the  carpentcres  waL 
Ho  singoth  in  his  vols  gentil  and  smal, 

*  Now,  dero  lady,  if  thy  willo  be,  3361 
T  prej-c  yow  that  yo  wol  rcwo  on  mc,* 
Ful  wel  acordaiint  to  his  giterniugc. 
This   carpenter  awook,  and  licrdo  him 

singe, 
And    Ri>ak    iin-to    his    wyf,   and    seydc 
anon,  33''5 

*  What  I  Alison  !  herestow  nat  Absolon 
That  chauntcth  thus  under  our  bourcs 

wall"  (i8i) 

And   she  answerdo  hir  housbtmd  ther- 
with-al, 

*  Yis,  god  wot,  John,  I  hero  it  overy-del.' 

This  i^asseth  f«.»rth  ;    what  wol  yo  bet 

than  wel  ?  3370 

Fro  day  to  day  this  joly  Absolon 
So  wowcth  hir,  that  him  is  wo  bigon. 
lie  wakoth  al  the  night  and  al  the  day ; 
Ho  kempte  hiso  lokkes  bnxle,  and  made 

him  gay ;  3374 

lie  wowoth  liir  by  mcncs  and  brocage, 
And    swoor    ho    wolde    been    hir    owno 

page;  (190) 

Ho  singoth,  brokkingo  as  a  nightingale  ; 
Ho  sonto  hir  i)iment,  mcoth,  and  spyced 

ale. 
And  wafrcs,  pyping  bote  oat  of  the  glcdc ; 
And   for  she  was   of  tonne,  ho  profred 

mode.  3380 

For  8<^)m  folk  wol  ben  wonnen  for  richosse, 
And  som  for  strokes,  and  som  for  gcntil- 

lesse. 
Somtyme,  to  she  wo  his  light  ncsse  and 

maistrye, 
Ho  pleyeth  Herodes  on  a  scaffold  hye. 
But  what  availleth  him  as  in  this  cas?  3,^5 
She  lovcth  so  this  hendo  Nicholas,      (jon) 
That  Absolon  may  blowe  tho  bnkkcs  horn ; 
He  no  hadde  for  his  labour  but  a  scorn  : 
And  thus  she  niaketh  Absolon  hir  apo, 
And  al  his  cmcst  torncth  til  a  jape.    3391) 
Ful  sooth  is  this  pxoverbe,  it  is  no  lye, 
Hen  seyn  right  thns,  *  alwcy  tho  nyo  slyo 


Miijicth  tho  ferrc  love  to  bo  looth.' 
I-'or  tliough  that    Absolon   bo  wooil    or 
wrooth,  ^394 

By-causo  that  ho  fer  was  from  hir  sighte, 
Tliis  nyo  Nicholas  st<Kid  in  his  lighto.  (jioj 
Now  hero  theo  wel,  thou  hondo  Nicho- 
las ! 
For  Absolon  may  waillo  and  singo  *  alias.* 
And  so  bifel  it  on  a  Saterday, 
Tliis  carpenter  was  goon  til  Osenay ;  3400 
And  hendo  Nicholas  and  Alisonn 
Acorded  been  to  this  conclusionn, 
That  Nicholas  shal  sha^^en  him  a  wylo 
This  sely  jaloiis  housbond  to  bigyle ; 
And  if  so  be  the  game  wento  aright,  3405 
She  sholde  slopen  in  his  arm  al  night, 
For  this  was  his  desyr  and  hir  also.    (221) 
And  right  anon,  with-outcn  wordes  mo, 
Tliis  Nicholas  no  longer  wolde  taric, 
But  doth  ful   sofbo   un-to  his  chambro 
carlo  3410 

Bothe  mote  and  drinkc    for    a  day  or 

tweyo, 
And  to  hir  housbondo  bad  hir  for  to  soye, 
If  that  he  axed  after  Nicholas, 
She  sholde  scyo  she  niste  where  ho  was. 
Of  al  that  day  she  saugh  him  nat  with  y6 ; 
She  trowed  that  he  was  in  maladyo,  (230) 
For,  for  no  cry,  hir  maydo   coude  liim 
calle ;  3417 

He    noldo    answcro,    for  no-thing    that 
mighto  falle. 
This  passoth  forth  al  thilko  Saterday, 
That  Nicholas  stillo  in  his  (rhambre  lay. 
And  cet  and  sleep,  or  dido  what  him 
leste,  3421 

Til  Sonday,  that  the  sonne  gooth  to  r<»tc. 
This  sely  carpenter  hath  greet  mcrveylo 
Of  Nichohis,  or  what  thing  mightc  him 

cyle,  34H 

And  seydo, '  I  am  adrad,  by  scint  Tliomas, 
It  stondeth  nat  aright  with  Nicholas.  (241*; 
God  shilde  that  ho  deyde  sodcynly ! 
Tliis  world  is  now  ful  tikel,  sikerly ; 
I  saugh  to-day  a  cors  y-bom  to  chircho 
That  now,  on  Monday  last,  I  saugh  him 
wirche.  3430 

Go  up,'  quod  ho  un-to  his  knave  anoon, 
*  CleiK)  at  his  dore,  or  knokke  with  a  stoon, 
Loko  how  it  is,  and  tel  me  boldely.' 

This  knavo  gooth  him  up  ful  sturdily, 
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And  at  tlio  chambro-iloro,  whyl  tliatfho 

stood,  3435 

Ho  crj'do  and  knokkcd  (is  that  ho  were 

■wood : —  ('»5<>) 

'  What !     how !     what    do    yo,    imiister 

Nichohiy  ? 
How  may  yo  sloi>en  al  the  longo  day? * 

But  al  for  uoght,  ho  hordo  nat  a  word  ; 
An  hole  ho  fond,  ful  lowo  ujvon  a  l>ord, 
Thor  as    tho    cat   was  wont    in  for  to 

crc'iH?;  3441 

And  at  that  hole  ho  looko<l  in  fnl  deiH», 
And  at  tho  lasto  he  haddo  of  him  a  sighto. 
This  Nicholas  sat  gaping  over  uivrighte, 
As  ho  had  kykod  on  tho  newe  mone.  3445 
Adoun  lie  gxx^th,  and  toldo  his  maistor 

sono  (260) 

In  what  array  ho  saugh  this  ilko  man. 
This  carpenter  to  blossen  him  bigan, 
And  soyde,  'holj)  ns,  scinto  Fridoswj'd©  ! 
A  man  woot  litel  what  him  shal  bityde. 
This  man  is  falle,  with  his  astromye,  3451 
In  som  woodnesso  or  in  som  agonyo ; 
I  thoghte  ay  wel  how  that  it  sholdo  l>e ! 
Men  sholdo  nat  knowo  of  gcnldes  privotee. 
Yo,  blessod  bo  alwey  a  lowed  man,      3455 
That  noght  bnt  only  his  bileve  can  !    (271)) 
So  fordo  another  clerk  with  astn>myo ; 
Ho  walked  in  tho  fueldes  for  to  pryo 
Ui>-on  tho  storrcs,  what  ther  sholdo  bifallo, 
Til  ho  was  in  a  marle-pit  y-falle  ;        3461) 
He  saugh  nat  that.     But  yet,  by  soint 

Thomas, 
Mo  rewoth  sore  of  hende  Nicholas. 
Ho  shal  l>o  rated  <.if  his  studying, 
If  that  I  may,  by  Jesus,  heveno  king ! 

Get  mo  a  staf,  that  I  may  undcrspore, 
Whyl  that  thou,  Bobin,  hevost  up  the 

doro.  (j««)  3466 

He  shal  out  <>{  his  studying,  as  I  gesso ' — 
And  to  tho  chambre-dore  ho  gon  him 

dresso. 
His  knave  was  a  strong  carl  for  tho  nones. 
And  by  tho  hasi^o  ho  haf  it  up  atones  ; 
In-to  the  floor  tho  doro  fil  anon.  3471 

This  Nicholas  sat  ay  as  stillo  as  stoon, 
And  ever  gai)od  upwanl  in-to  tho  cir. 
Tliis  cari>onter  wende  he  wore  in  dcspoir. 
And  houto  him  by  tho  sholdres  mightily, 
And  shook  him  harde,  and  cr>'do  spit- 

ously,  (290)  3476 


*  What !    Nicholny  !    what,    liow  !    wh:it ! 
I  loko  adoun  ! 

Awake,  and  thenk  on  Cristes  passioun  ; 
I  cnmcho  theo  from  elves  and  fro  wightes ! ' 
Ther- with  tho  iiight-spel  seydo  ho  aiioii- 
rightes  34^H) 

On  fouro  halves  of  tho  hons  aljoute, 
And  on  tho  threshfoKl  of  the  doro  with- 
out© : — 
'  .Tesu  Crist,  and  sf'jTit  Benodight, 
Blesso  this  hous  from  overj'  wikked 

wight. 
For   nightes  vorj-o,    tho   white   paUr- 
nonter  ! —  34J<5 

Wliero  wentestow,  seynt  Petres  soster?' 
And  atto  laste  this  hendo  Nir-holns     ^301) 
:  Cian  for  to  sj'ko  sore,  and  Poyilt>,  '  alias  ! 
Shal  al  tho  world  bo  lost  oftsones  now?' 
Tliis      carpenter      answerdc,       'what 
soystow  ?  34t>< » 

WTiat !  thenk  on  gixl,  as  wo  don,  men 
that  swinke.' 
This   Nicholas  answerile,   '  fecche   ir.o 
drinke  ; 

And  alter  wol  I  speke  in  privotoo 
Of  ccrteyn  thing  that  t<.uchoth  mo  and 
tliee ;  3404 

I  wol  telle  it  non  other  nmn,  certe.\ni.' 
This  cari>enter  goth  doun,  und  cointli 
ageyn,  (310) 

And  broghte  of  mighty  ale  a  large  quai-t  ; 
And  whan  that  cch  of  hem  had  dn.>nko 

his  part, 
Tliis  Nicholas  his  doro  faste  shette,     j^^iy,) 
And  doun  tho  carpenter  by  him  he  stitto. 
Ho  seydo,  'John,  myn  hosto  lief  ami 
doro. 
Thou  shalt  nj>on  thy  troutlio  swero  nie 

ho  re, 
Tliat  to  no  wight  thou  shalt  this  conseil 

WToyo  ; 

For  it  is  Cristes  conseil  that  I  seyo,    351)4 

And  if  thou  tollo  it  man,  thou  aro  forlore  ; 

For  this  vengaunce  thou  shalt  han  ther- 

foro,  (320) 

j  That  if  thou  wreyo   me,   thou  shalt  bo 

wootl!' 

*  Nay,  Crist  forbede  it,  for  liis  holy  blo<Kl  I* 
Quod  tho  this  soly  man, '  I  nam  no  labbe, 
No,  though  I  seyo,  I  nam  nat  lief  to 

gabbo.  3510 
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Soy  Avlw.t  thou  wolt,  1  shnl  it  never  telle 
To  cliiltl  no  \<ri%  by  him  that  harwed 
hollc!' 
'  X<nv  John/  <inod  Nicholus,  '  I  wol  nat 

iy«-' ; 

I  have  y-fonndo  in  nijii  listrologj-e, 
As  1  have  luked  in  the  nione  bright,    3515 
That   now,  a  Monday  next,  at  qiiarter- 
niffht,  (330) 

Shal  t^Ulo  a  royn  and  tliat  so  wildo  and 

WoOll, 

That  half  so  greet  was  never  "So&b  floo<l. 
This  world,'  ho  scj'do,  'in  lasso  than  in 

an  hour 
Shal  ul  bo  drojTit,  so  liidons  istho  shonr; 
Thus  shal  uiankyudo  dronche  and  lose 

hir  lyf.'  3521 

This  carpenter  answerde,  'alias,  my  wyl'! 

And  shal  sho  droncho?  alias!  myn  Ali- 

soiin ! ' 
For  .s«>rwe  of  tliis  ho  ill  almost  adonn, 
.Vnd  seyde,  'is  ther  no  rcmedio  in  this 

cus?'  35^5 

'  Why,    3'i^.    i'i>r    gode,'    quod    heudo 

Nicholas,  (34") 

'  If  thou  wolt  werken  after  lore  and  reed ; 
Thou  ninyst  nat  workon  after  thyn  oweno 

hoed. 
For  thus  seith  Salomon,   that  was   ful 

trewe, 
*'  VVc-rk  al  by  consoil,  and  thou  shalt  nat 

rowe."  3530 

And  if  thou  werken  wolt  by  good  conseil, 
I  undertake,  with-outon  mast  and  seyl. 
Yet  siial  1  savcn  hir  and  theo  and  me. 
HusT*»w  nat  herd  how  saved  was  Notf, 
Whau   that  our  lord  had  warned   him 

bifom  35.?5 

That  al  the  world  with  water  sholde  bo 

b'rn?'  (350) 

'Yis,'  quod   this  carpenter,  'ful  yore 

ago.' 
'  Htistow  nat  henl,'  quod  Nicholas,  'also 
The  s<irwo  of  "SoQ  with  his  felawshipe,  3539 
Er  that  ho  mighte  goto  his  -wyf  to  shipe ? 
Him  had  bo  lever,  I  dar  wol  underttike. 
At  tliilko  tymo,  than  alle  liiso  wctheres 

blakc. 
That  ihc  haddo  hml  a  ship  hir-self  allone. 
And  thcr-fore.  wostou  what  is  best  to 

done  ?  3544 


This  asketh  haste,  and  of  on  hastif  thing 
Men  may  nat  prcche  or  maken  tarying. 

Anon  go  goto  us  fasto  in-to  this  in  (361) 
A  kneding-trogh,  or  elles  a  kimelin, 
For  cch   of  US,   but  loko  that  they  Im) 

large, 
In  whiche  we  mowe  swimmc  as  in  a  bargi;, 
And  hau  ther-inno  vitaillo  suffisant    3551 
But  for  a  day ;  fy  on  the  remenant ! 
The  water  shal  aslake  and  goon  away 
Aboute  prymo  up-on  the  nexto  day. 
But  Robin  may  nat  wite  of  this,   thy 

knave,  (36<;)  3555 

No  eck  thy  maydo  Gillo  I  may  nat  save ; 
Axo  nat  why,  for  though  thou  asko  mc, 
I  wol  nat  toUen  goddcs  privotoo. 
SulHseth  thee,  but  if  thy  wittes  maddo. 
To  han  as  ^eat  a  graco  as  Nod  haddo.  35611 
Tliy  wyf  shal  I  wol  saven,  out  of  douto, 
Go  now  thy  wey,  and  speed  thoo  hoer- 

aboute. 
But  whan  thou  hast,  for  hir  and  theo 

and  mo, 
Y-goton  us  thise  kneding^tubbes  three. 
Than  shaltow  hango  hem  in  the  roof  ful 

iiyo,  3565 

That  no  man  of  our  purvoyaunce  spyo. 
And  whan  thou  thus  hast  doon  as  I  have 
seyd,  (381) 

And  hast  our  vitaillo  fairo  in  hem  y-loyd, 
And  cek  lui  ax,  to  smyto  tho  cordo  atwo 
When  that  tho  water  cointh,  that  wn 
mny  go,  357i> 

And  broko  an  hole  an  heigh,  up-on  tho 

gable. 
Unto  tho  gardin-ward,  over  tho  stable, 
Tliat  wo  may  froly  passen  forth  our  way 
Whan  that  tho  grcte  shour  is  goon  away — 
Than  shaltow  swimmo  as  myrie,  I  under- 
take, 3575 
As  doth  tho  whyto  doko  after  hir  drako. 
Than  wol  I  elope,  '*  how  !  Alison !  how ! 
John !                                                  (391) 
Be  myrie,  for  tho  flood  wol  passo  anon." 
And    thou    wolt    seyn,   "liayl,    maister 

Nicholay ! 
Grood  morwo,  I  se  thee  wol,  for  it  is  day." 
And  than  shul  we  be  lordes  al  our  lyf  3581 
Of  al  the  world,  as  Nod  and  his  wyf. 

But  i^  o  thyng  I  warno  theo  ful  right. 
Bo  wol  avysod,  on  that  ilko  night       3584 
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That  wo  ben  cntred  in-to  shipi)e8  bord, 
That  noon  of  us  no  spcko  nat  a  word,  (40(}) 
No  clci^,  no  cryo,  but  l)Oon  in  hig  prcyere ; 
For  it  is  goddos  owno  hcsto  dore. 
Thy  wyf  and  thou   mote    hangc    for 
a-twinnc, 
For  that  bitwixo  yow  shal  be  no  sinne 
No  more  in  looking  than  thor  shal  in 


dede 


3591 


This  ordinance  is  seyd,  go,  god  thee  spede! 
Tomorwe  at  night,  whan  men  bon  alio 

aslope, 
In-to  onr  kneding-tublies  wol  wo  crepe, 
And  sitton  ther,  abyding  goddes  g^race. 
do  now  thy  wey,  I  havo  no  longer  8par.e 
To  make  of  this  no  longer  sormoning.  (411) 
Hon  Be>-n  thns,  "  send  the  wyse,  and  sey 

no-thing;"  3598 

Thou  art  so  wys,  it  nedoth  thee  nat  teche ; 
Qo,  save  our  l^'f,  and  that  I  thee  bisecho.* 
This  sely  carpenter  goth  forth  his  wey. 
Ful  ofto  he  seith  '  alias '  and  '  weylawey,' 
And  to  his  wyf  he  tolde  his  privetee ; 
And  she  was  war,  and  know  it  liet  than 

ho,  (418)  3604 

"What  al  this  qiicynte  cost  was  for  to  seye. 
lint  natholees  she  fordo  as  she  wolde  doyo, 
And  soydo, '  alias !  go  forth  thy  wey  anon, 
Holp  ns  to  scajTO,  or  wo  bon  lost  echon ; 
I  am  thy  trewo  vorray  wedded  wyf ; 
(fo,  doro  spouse,  and  holp  to  save  our 

l.vf.*  3610 

Lo !  which  a  groot  thyng  is  affoccioun  I 
Men  may  dye  of  imaginacionn, 
80  dei>o  mny  improssioun  bo  take. 
This  scIy  carpenter  big^inoth  quake ;  3614 
Him  thinkoth  verraily  that  ho  may  seo 
Xo?s  flood  come  walwing  as  the  seo  (430) 
To  drenchon  Alisoun,  his  hony  dero. 
Ho  wopoth,  weyleth,  maketh  sory  chcre, 
Ho  syketh  with  ful  many  a  sory  swogh. 
Ho  gooth  and  getoth  him  a  kneding-trogh, 
And  aftor  that  a  tnbbo  and  a  kimelin,  3621 
And  privoly  ho  son  to  hem  to  his  in, 
Ani  licng  hem  in  the  roof  in  privetee. 
HiS  owno  hand  lie  made  laddres  three, , 
To  dimben  by  the  nmgos  and  tho  stA^BB 
Un-to  tho  tubbes  hanginge  in  tho  balkes, 
.Vnd  hem  vitaillod,  1)otho  trogh  and^tnbbe, 
With  breed  and  chese,  and  goou*  ale  in 

ajubbe,  -  (442)3628 


I  Suif^'singe  right  y-nogh  as  for  a  day. 
'  Bnt  or  that  ho  had  maad  al  this  array. 
!  Ho  R<.>nto  liis  knave,  and  ock  his  woucli;> 
nlso,  3631 

Up-on  his  node  to  liondon  for  to  f»o. 
]  And  on  tho  Monday,  whan  it  drow  t'» 
night, 
Ho  shetto  his  doro  with-oute  candcl-light, 
And  dressed  al  thing  as  it  shoKlo  l>o.  3635 
And  shortly,  up  they  clomben  alio  throe  ; 
They  sitton  stille  wel  a  furlong-way.  (451  > 
*  Now,  Pater-notUr^  clom  !'  soydo  Nich«>- 

And  '  clom,'  quod  John,  and  *  clom,*  soy<lo 

Alisonn. 
This  carpenter  soydo  his  dovocioun,    3640 
And  stille  ho  sit,  and  biddoth  his  preycro. 
Awaytingo  on  the  reyn,  if  ho  it  here. 
The  dodo  sleep,  for  wery  bisinosso, 
Fil  on  this  carpenter  right,  as  I  gesso, 
Aboute  corfcw-tymc,  or  litel  more ;     3645 
For  travail    of    his    goost    ho    groncth 

sore,  (461),' 


And  ofb  he  routoth,  for  his  hood  mislay. 
Doun  of  tho  laddre  stolketh  Nicholny. 
And  Alisonn,  ful  softo  adoun  she  spodde; 
With-onten    wordes    mo,   they  goon    to 

bcdde  3650 

Thcr-as  tho  carpenter  is  wont  to  lye. 
Ther  was  the  revel  and  tho  molodyc* ; 
And  thus  lyth  Alison  and  Nicholas, 
In  bisinosse  of  mirthe  and  of  solas,     3654 
Til  that  tho  belle  of  laudos  gan  to  ringc, 
And  froros  in  tho  channcol  gonno  singe. 
This  parish-clerk,    this    amorous  AIv 

solon,  (471; 

That  is  for  love  alwey  so  wo  bigon, 
Up-on  tho  Monday  was  at  Osonoyo 
With  companyo,    him  to    disporte  and 

pleyo,  3660 

And  axed  up-on  cas  a  cloisterer 
Ful  privoly  atlor  John  tho  cari>ontor ; 
And  he  drough  him  a-part  out  of  tho 

diircho, 
And  soydo,  *  I  noot,  I  sangh  him  hero  nat 

wircho 
Sin  Saterday ;  I  trow  that  ho  Iks  went  3fVJ5 
I  For  tim1)er,   ther  our  ublx>t  hath   him 

sent ;  (480; 

For  he  is  wont  for  timber  for  to  go, 
And  dwellen  at  tho  grange  a  day  or  two ,- 
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Or  olles  he  id  nt  his  hons,  rcrteyn  ;     3<Y>> 
WJior  that  lio  Ik*,  I  can  nat  sothly  seyn.' 

This  Absolon  ful  joly  was  and  light, 
And  thoghtc*, '  now  is  tymo  wako  ol  night ; 
For  Bikirly  I  saugh  him  nat  stiringo  3673 
Ab<>uto  his  doro  sin  day  bigan  to  springo. 
So  moot  I  thrj'vo,  I  shol,  at  cokkes  cn>we, 
fMl  prively  knokken  at  his  windowe  (490) 
Tliat  Rtant  ful  lowo  up-on  his  booros  waL 
T«)  Alison  now  wol  I  tellon  al 
My    lovo-longing,   for    yet    I    shol    nat 

uiisso 
That  at  the  loste  wey  I  shal  hir  kisse.  3680 
SM)m  manor  coufort  shal  I  have,  parfay, 
My  month  hath  icched    al    this  longe 

day; 
That  is  a  signe  of  kissing  atto  leste. 
Al  night  mo  metto  oek,  I  was  at  a  fcste. 
Therfor  I  wol  gem  slej^e  on   houre  or 

twoye,  3685 

And  al  Iho  night  than  wol  I  wake  and 

ployc.'  (500) 

"Whan  that  the  firsto  cok  hath  crowe, 

anon 
Up  rist  tliis  joly  lover  Absolon, 
And  him  nrrayeth  gay,  at  point-devys. 
But  first  he  chewoth  greyn  and  lycorya, 
To  Bmellon  swote,  or  hu  had  kembd  his 

heer.  3691 

I'nder  his  tonge  a  trcwe  love  ho  beer, 
Fwr  thcr-Vjy  wondo  ho  to  ben  gracions. 
He  rometh  to  the  cari>entoros  hons. 
And    stillo    ho    staut   under    tlie    shot- 

windowo  ;  (509;  3695 

Un-to  his  brest  it  raughto,  it  was  so  lowo  ; 
And  softo  ho  coghcth  with  a  somi-soun — 
'  ^^'^lat  do  yo,  hony-comb,  swoto  Alisoon  ? 
My  fa  ire  bri<l,  my  swoto  cinamome, 
Awakcth,  lomuiau  myn,  and  spcketh  to 

mo !  3700 

Wol  litel  thenken  yo  up-on  my  wo, 
That  for  yo\ir  lovo  I  swoto  ther  I  go. 
Xo  wonder  is  thogh  that  I  swelte  and 

swoto  ; 
I  moonio  as  doth  a  lamb  after  the  tete. 
Y-wis,  lemman,  I  have  swich  love-long- 

ingo,  3705 

That  lyk  a  turtel  trowe  is  my  moominge ; 

I  may  nat  etc  na  more  than  amayde.'  (521) 

'Gro  fro  the  window,  Jukke  fool,*  she 

saydo, 


'  As  help  mo  go.l,  it  wol  nat  bo  "  com  ba 
me,*'  3709 

I  love  another,  and  olios  I  wore  to  blame, 
Wol  bet  than  thee,  by  Jesu,  Absolon ! 
Go  forth  thy  wey,  or  I  w<d  costo  a  ston, 
And  lat  mo  slope,  a  twenty  dovcl  wey  ! ' 

*  Alias,'  quod  Absidon,  'and  woylawey! 
That  trewo  lovo  was  over  so  yvol  biset ! 
Than  kisso  mo,  sin  it  may  bo  no  hot,  (530) 
For  J08U8  lovo  and  for  the  lovo  of  me.' 

*"  Wiltow  than  go  thy  wey  ther-with  ? ' 

quod  she. 
*Ye,  eertes,  lemman,'  quod  this  Ab- 
solon. 
^Thanne  make  thco  rc<ly,'  quod  she, 
*  I  come  anon  ; '  3730 

■f-And  un-to  Nicholas  she  seyde  stille, 
f^Now  hust,  and  thou  shalt  laughcn  al 
thy  fille.' 
This  Absolon  doun  sette  him  on  his 
knees, 
And  seyde,  *"  I  am  a  lorrl  at  alle  degrees ; 
For  after  this  I  hojio  ther  cometh  more ! 
Lemman,  thy  grace,  and  swete  brid,  thyn 
ore!'  (540)3726 

The  window  she  undoth,  and  that  in 
haste, 
*•  Havo  do,'  quo<l  she,  ^  com  of,  and  speed 

thee  faste, 
Lest  that  our  neigheborcs  thee  espye.' 
This  Absolon  gan  wype  his  mouth  fill 
drye ;  3730 

Dork  was  the  night  as  pich,  or  as  the  cole, 
And  at  the  window  out  sho  putte  hir  hole, 
And  Absolon,  him  fil  no  bet  ne  wers, 
But  with  his  mouth  he  kiste  hir  naked 

ers 

Ful  savourly,  er  ho  was  war  of  this.    3735 

Abak   he  stcrte,  and  thoghte  it  was 

amis,  (550) 

For  wol  he  wiste  a  womman  hath  no 

herd; 
Ho  felte  a  thing  al  rough  and  long  y-hexd, 
And  seyde,  * fy  !  alias  !  what  have  I  do?' 

*  Tehee!'    quod    she,   and    clapte    the 

window  to ;  3740 

And  Absolon  goth  forth  a  sory  pas. 

'  A  herd,  a  herd  ! '  quod  hende  Nicholas, 
•  By  goddes  corpus^  this  goth  fairo  and 
weel !' 
This  sely  Absolon  herde  every  dccl,  3744 
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And  oil  his  lippo  lio  gan  for  anger  byto ; 
.^nd  to  liini-solf  ho  soydo,  '  I  shal  thco 

cin^-to ! '  (560) 

AVho  rubboth  now,  who  frototh  now  his 

Iipi>cs 
AVith  dust,  with  sond,  with  straw,  with 

clooth,  with  chippoa. 
But  Absolon,  that  soith  iul  ofto,  *  alias  ! 
M3'  soldo  hitako  I  iiu-to  Sathauas,       3750 
But   nio   wer  lever  than  al   this  toun,' 

quod  he, 
•  Of  this  despyt  awrokcn  for  to  }ye  ! 
Alias!'  quod   ho,  'alhis!   I  no  haddo  y- 

blojiit!' 
His  hoto  lovo  was  cold  and  al  y-queynt ; 
For  fro  that  tyuio  that  ho  had  kisto  hir 

ors,  3755 

Of  paramours  he  settc  nat  a  kcrs,       (570) 
For  ho  was  heled  of  his  maladyo  ; 
Frd  ofto  paramours  ho  gan  deffyo, 
And  weep  as  dfH)th  a  ehild  that  is  y-beto. 
A  solte  paas  ho  wente  over  the  strote  3760 
Un-til  a  smith  men  clei)ed  daun  Gorvej-s, 
That  in  his  forge  smithed  plough-hamcjTS ; 
He  sharpeth  shaar  and  culter  bisily. 
Tills  Absohm  knokketh  al  esily, 
And  soyde,    'undo,    Gcrveys,   and    that 

anon.'  3765 

'What,   who  artow?'    'It  am  I,  Al)- 

st^lon.*  (580) 

'  What,  Absolon  !  for  Crlstes  swete  tree, 
Viliy  rj-so  yo  so  ratho,  ey,  ben*cite  ! 
AVhat  eyleth  yow  ?  soni  gay  gerl,  god  it 

w<x)t,  3669 

Hath  broght  yow  thus  up-on  the  viritoot ; 
By  sCynt  Xoto,  ye  woot  wel  what  I  mcne.* 

This  Absolon  no  roghto  nat  a  bene 
Ot'al  his  pley,  no  word  agayn  ho  yaf ; 
Ho  haddo  moro  tow  on  his  distaf 
Than  Gerveys  knew,  and  seyde,  'freend 

sodcro,  (589)3775 

Tliat  hoto  culter  in  the  chimeneo  hero, 
As  Icno  it  me,  I  have  ther-with  to  done, 
And  I  wol  bringe  it  thee  agayn  ful  sono.  * 

Gervej-s  answerdo, '  certes,  were  it  gold. 

Or  in  a  i)oko  nobles  alio  untold,  3780 

Thou  sholdest  have,  as  I  am  trowo  smith ; 

Ey,  Cristes  foo!    what  wol  yo  do  thor- 

^-ith?' 

'  Ther-of,'  quod  Absolon,  *  bo  as  be  may ; 
I  shal  wel  telle  it  thee  to-morwe  day ' — 


And  cang^hto  tho    culter  by  tho    tr^ldo 

stele.  37«5 

Ful  softe  out  at  the  doro  ho  gan  to  stele, 
And  wente  uu-to  tho  carptmteres  wal.  (un) 
He  cogheth  first,   and  knokketh    ther- 

with-al 
Ui)on  tho  windowo,  right  as  ho  dido  or. 

This  Alis<m  answerde, '  Who  is  ther  3790 
That  knokketh  so?  I  warante  it  a  thoef.* 
'WTiy,  nay,'  quod  he,  *gml  woot,  my 

sweto  leef, 
I  am  thjTi  Absolon,  \\\y  doroling ! 
Of  gold,'  quoil  ho,  '  I  have  thee  broght 

a  ring; 
My  mcxler  yaf  it  me,  so  god  mo  save,  37(;5 
Ful  fj'n  it  is,  and  thor-to  wel  y-gravo  ;  (610; 
This  wol  I  yevo  thoo,  if  thou  me  kisso  ! ' 

This  Nicholas  was  risen  for  to  pisse. 
And  thoghto  ho  woldo  amendeii  al  tho 

j»ro,  379') 

He  sholdo  kisso  his  ors  er  that  ho  scupe. 
And  up  tho  windowo  dido  ho  hastily. 
And  out  Ids  ors  ho  initteth  privoly 
Over  tho  buttok,  to  tho  hauucho-)>on ; 
And    ther-with    siwik    this    dork,    this 

Absolon, 
*  Spek,  sweto  brid,  I  noot  nat  wher  thou 

art.'  3S*>5 

Til  is  Nicholas  anon  loot  fleo  a  fart,  f^o^o) 
As  greet  as  it  had  l>een  a  thonder-dent. 
That  with    tho    strook    he  was  almost 

y-blent ; 
And  ho  was  redy  with  his  iren  hot>t. 
And  Nicholas  amidde  the  ers  ho  smr>ot. 
Of  gooth    tho    skin    an    hande-brcdc^ 

aboute,  ^^\\ 

The  hote  culter  brcnde  so  his  toute, 
And  for  the  smert  he  wende  for  to  dye. 
As  ho  were  wood,  for  wo  he  gan  to  crye — 
*Help!  water!  water!  help,  for  goddos 

herte!'  3815 

This  cariienter  out  of  his  slomber  storto, 

And  herdo  oon  cryen  '  water '  as  he  were 

wood,  (631) 

And  thoghto,  '  Alias !  now  comth  Nowdlis 

flcHHl!' 

He  sit  him  up  with-outen  wordes  mo,  3819 
And  with  his  ax  ho  smoot  tho  corde  a-two, 
And  doun  goth  ul;   ho  fond  neither  to 

solle, 
Ne  breed  ne  ale,  til  he  cam  to  the  selle 
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l'l)-on  the  floor ;  and  ther  aswowne  ho  lay. 

Up  sterto  hir  Alison,  and  Nicholay, 
Ami  cryden  'out'  and  'harrow'  in  tho 

streto.  (6.^9)  3825 

Tho  neiglieborcs,  bothe  smale  and  grete, 
In  ronnen,  i'or  to  ^an*n  on  this  man, 
That  yot  aswowne  ho  lay,  bothe  pale  and 

wan  ; 
For  with  the  fal  he  broston  haddo  his 

Ann; 
But  stondo   ho    most-o    un-to   his  owno 

liarm.  3830 

Fo**  wluui   ho  spak,  he  was  anon 

doun 
With  hendo  Nicholas  and  Alisonn. 
They  tolden    ovory  man    that    he 

wood, 
Ho  was  ngast  so  of  '  Xowi/lis  flood ' 
Tliurpli  fantasyc,  that  of  his  vanitoo  3835 
He  haddo  y-boght  him  knoding-tnbbos 

three,  (650) 


bore 


was 


And  haddo  horn  hangod  in  tho  roof  abovo ; 
And  that  he  preyed  hem,  for  goddeslove, 
To  sitton  in  tho  roof,  prir  companye,    3839 

Tlie  folk  gan  laughen  at  his  fantasyo ; 
In-to  tho  roof  thoy  kykon  and  they  gape, 
And  turned  al  his  harm  un-to  a  jape. 
For  what  so  that  this  carpenter  answordc, 
It  was  for  noght,  no  man  his  roson  horde ; 
With  othos  grete  he  was  so  sworn  adoon, 
That  he  was  holdon  wood  in  al  tho  toun  ; 
For  every  dork  anon-right  heeld  witli 

other.  (661)  3847 

They  seyde,  'the  man  is  wood,  my  love 

brother ; ' 
And  every  wight  gan  laughen  of  this  stiyf. 
Thus  swy\'od  was  tho  carponteres  wyf, 
For  al  his  keping  and  his  jaloue^e ;    3851 
And  Alffiolon  hath  kist  hir  nether  yO ; 
And  Nicholas  is  scalded  in  tho  toute. 
This  tale  is  doon,  and  god  savo  al  tlie 

route !  (668)  3854 


Here  endeth  the  Millere  his  tale 
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The  prologe  of  the  Reves  tale. 


WiiAX  folk  had  laughen  at  this  nyco  cas 
<  H'  Ab8<^)lon  and  hendo  Nicholas,  3856 

I)ivt'rae  folk  divei"sely  thoy  seydo  ; 
But,  for  tho  more  jMirt,  they  loughe  and 

plcydo, 
No  at  til  is  tale  I  saugh  no  man  him  g^ovo. 
But  it  were  only  Osewold  tho  Rove,    3860 
By-causo  he  was  of  carpen teres  craft. 
A  litel  iro  is  in  his  horto  y-laft. 
Ho  gan  to  gruccho  and  blamed  it  a  lyte. 
'So  thoe'k,'  quod  ho,   'ful  wel  coudo 

I  yow  quyto  (10) 

With  blcring  of  a  proud  millercs  yO,  3865 
If  that  nie  listo  speke  of  ribaudye. 
But  ik  am  old,  me  list  not  pley  for  age ; 
Gras-t^ono  is  doon,  my  fodder  is  now 

forage, 


This  whyto  top  wrytoth  myno  olde  yeres,  /^ 
Myn  horto  is  al-so  mowlcd  as  myno  hcres, 
But-if  I  faro  as  d(x>th  an  open-ers  ;      3871 
That  ilke  fruit  is  over  long  the  wers, 
Til  it  be  roten  in  mullok  or  in  streo. 
We  olde  men,  I  dredo,  so  fare  wo ;       (30) 
Til  we  be  roten,  can  we  nat  be  rypo ;  3875 
We  hoppen  ay,  whyl  that  the  world  wol 

pypc. 
For  in  oure  wil  ther  stiketh  over  a  noyl, 
To  have  an  hoor  hood  and  a  greno  tayl, 
As  hath  a  look ;  for  thogh  oar  might  be 

goon. 
Our  wil  dosiroth  folio  over  in  oon.       3880 
For  whan  wo  may  nat  doon,  than  wol  wo 

speke; 
Yet  in  our  osshen  olde  is  fyr  y-reke. 
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Fonro  ftlcrlos  hnn  wo,  whicho  I  shol  ' 

dovyse, 
Avannting,  lyinc:,  angor,  coveityso ;      (30) 
Thiso  foitro  cparklcs  lonj^-n  nn-to  clde. 
Our  oldo  loinos  mowo  wcl  been  nnwoldo, 
But  wil  ne  Bhal  iiat  faillon,  that  is  sooth.  I 
And  yet  ik  have  alwoy  a  coltos  tooth,  3888 
As  mauy  a  ycer  as  it  is  iiassed  honne 
Sin  that  my  tappo  of  lyf  hif^n  to  rcnno. 
For  sikerly,  whan  I  was  Iwrc,  anon     3891 
Deoth  drogh  tho  tapiK)  of  lyf  and  leot  it 

gon; 
And  over  sith  liath  so  the  tappo  y-ronne, 
Til  that  almost  nl  empty  is  tho  tonno.  (40) 
Tho  fitrecm  of  lyf  now  droppctli  on  tho 

chimbc ;  3895 

Tho  scly  tongo  may  wel  Ting«  and  chimbo 
Of  wTccchodnftsso  that  passcnl  is  fill  yoro ; 
With  oldo  folk,  save  dotage,  is  namorc.*      j 
Whan  that  our  host  haddo  herd  this  . 

scrmoning. 
Ho  gan  to  spoke  as  lordly  as  a  king ;  3900 


Ho  scido,  '  what  amountcth  al  this  wit  V 
What  gIuiI  wo  spoko  alday  of  holy  writ  ? 
Tho  dovel  mado  a  rcvo  for  to  procho. 
And  of  a  soutt^r  a  shipman  or  a  lochc.  i^o) 
Sey  forth  thy  talo,  anrl  tario  nat  tho  tj*mo, 
Jjo,  Dopefonl !  and  it  is  half-way  iirj-mc. 
Lo,  Gronowich,  ther  many  a  shrowo  is 

inno ;  31,07 

It  wore  al  tymo  thy  talo  to  biginno.' 

*  Now,  siros,'  cin«>d  this  Oso wold  t  ho  Revo. 
*  I  pray  yow  alio  that  yo  nat  yow  grove, 
Thogh  I  answere  and  somdcl  sotto  his 

howve ;  3011 

For  levefiil  is  with  forco  force  of-showvc. 
This  dronko  millero  hath  y-told  lis  heer. 
How  that  bigylod  was  a  cariiontoor,     (fxn 
Peravonturo  in  scorn,  for  I  am  oon.     3915 
And,  by  yonr  levo,  I  shal  him  qnyto  an<H>n ; 
Right  in  his  chorles  termos  wol  I  spoke. 
I  pray  to  god  his  nokko  moto  broke ; 
Ho  can  wol  in  myn  y&  seen  a  stalke,  3911^ 
Bnt  in  his  ownc  ho  can  nat  scon  a  lialUc!. 


THE   REVES  TALE. 


Here  biginncth  the  Reves  tale. 


At  Tmmpington,  nat  for  fro  Cantcbriggr*, 
Thor  goth  a  brook  and  over  that  a  briggo, 
T'l>-onthe  whichebrook  therotant  a  mello ; 
And  this  is  vorray  soth  that  I  yow  telle. 
A  Miller  was  ther  dwelling  many  a  day ; 
As  ony  i>ecok  he  was  proud  and  gay.  3926 
I^yi>en  ho  coudo  and  fisshe,  and  nettos 

be  to. 
And  turiio  coppos,  and  wel  wrastlo  and 

shcto  ; 
And  by  his  bolt  he  baar  a  long  luinado, 
And  of  a  swcrd  ful  trenchant  was  tho 

blade^  3930 

A  joly  iM>p|)cr  baar  ho  in  his  jMucho ;  (11) 
Tlicr  was  no  man  for  i)oril  dorste  hinx 

tonchc 


A  Sheffeld  thwitol  liaar  ho  in  his  hose  ; 
Hound  was  his  face,  and  camuso  was  hi>9 

nose. 
As  pilod  as  an  ape  was  his  skuUo.        3935 
]To  was  a  markot-botor  atte  fallo. 
Ther  dorsto  no  wight  hand  up-on  him 

That  ho  no  swoor  ho  sholdo  anon  abogg(>. 
A  thoof  ho  was  for  sotho  of  corn  and  mob-, 
And  that  a  sly,  and  usaunt  for  to  stole. 
His  name  was  hoton  d?ynous  Simkin.  -21) 
A  wyf  he  haddo,  y-comen  of  noble  kin  ; 
Tho  person  of  tho  toun  hir  fader  was. 
With  hir  ho  yaf  ful  many  a  ponno  of  bras. 
For  that  Simkin  sholdo  in  his  blood  allyo. 
She  was  y-fostred  in  a  nonnoryo  ;       3046 
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Por  Slmkin  wolde  no  -wyf,  as  ho  saydo, 
But  sli«  wore  wel  y-norisso<l  and  a  maydo, 
To  savou  lii.T  ostaat  of  yomanrye.         3949 
And  bLo  was  pnmd,  and  port  as  is  a  pyc. 
A  fnl  Idir  sigh  to  was  it  on  hem  two  ;    (31) 
On  haly-daycs  bifom  hir  wolde  he  go 
With  his  tipct  boanden  about  his  heed, 
-Vnd  sho  cam  ailor  in  a  gyto  of  roed ; 
And  Simkin  hadde  hosen  of  the  same. 
Thcr   dorste   no  wight   clepen    hir   bnt 
'  diimo.'  3956 

AViis  noon  so  hardy  that  wonto  by  the 

WfJ'O 

That  with  hir  dorste  rage  or  ones  pleye, 
Hut-if  ho  woldo  bo  slayn  of  Simkin     3959 
With  panadc,  or  with  knyf,  or  boydokin. 
For  jalous  folk  ben  perilous  evermo,    (41J 
Algate  they  wolde  hir  wyves  wenden  so. 
And  cok,  for  sho  was  somdol  smoterlich, 
Sho  was  as  digno  as  water  in  a  dich  ; 
And  ful  of  lioker  and  of  bisemaro.       3965 
Hir  thoughto    that   a    lady  sholde    hir 

rpare, 
Wliat  for  hir  kinrode  and  hir  nort«lrye 
That  s?ho  hml  lerned  in  the  nonnerj'e. 

A  doghter  hadde  they  bitwixe  hem  two 
(W  twenty  yoer,  with-onten  any  mo,   3970 
Savingo  a  diild  that  was  of  half-yeor  ago  ; 
In  cradcl  it  lay  and  was  a  propro  page. 
This  wencho  thikke  and   wel  y-growen 

was,  (53) 

With  camnso  nose  and  yOn  groyo  as  glas  ; 
With  buttokes  brode  and  brestcs  rounde 

and  hyo,  3975 

But  right  fair  was  hir  hoer,  I  wol  nat  lye. 
The  i>erson  of  the  toiui,  for  she  was  feir, 
In  purxH>s  was  to  maken  hir  his  heir 
I^the  of  his  catel  and  his  messuage,  3979 
And  straungo  he  made  it  of  hir  mariage. 
His  purpos  was  for  to  bistowe  hir  hyo  (61) 
lu-to  som  worthy  blood  of  auncetr3ro ; 
For  holy  chirches  good  moot  been   dc- 

si)ondcd 
( )u  holy  chirches  bloml,  that  is  descended. 
Thorforo  he  wolde  his  holy  blood  honouro, 
Though  that  ho  holy  chirche  sholde  de- 

vourc.  3986 

G  rot  sokcn  hath  this  miller,  out  of  doute. 

With  wh etc  and  malt  ofol  the  Ian dabouto ; 

And  namclicho  thor  was  a  greet  coUegge, 

Mcnclopenthc  Solor-hallo  atCantebreggo, 


Thor  was  hir  wheto  and  ock  hir  malt 

y-grounde.  (71)  3991 

And  on  a  day  it  happed,  in  a  stonnde, 
{ .ik  lay  the  maunciplu  on  a  nialadyo ; 
Men  wondon  wisly  that  he  sholde  dye. 
For  which  this  miller  stal  botho  mele  and 

corn  3995 

An  hundred  tyme  more  than  biforn  ; 
For  ther-bilbm  ho  stal  bnt  curteisly, 
But  now  ho  was  a  theef  outrageously. 
For  which  the  wardeyn  chiddo  and  made 

fare.  (79) 

Bnt  ther-of  sette  the  miller  nat  a  tare ;  4(xx> 
Ho  crakcth  boost,  and  ^w<x)T  it  was  nat  so. 
Than  were  ther  yonge  iKivre  clerkcs  twi », 
Tliat  dwolten  in  this  hallo,  of  which  I  seyc. 
Testif  they  were,  an<l  lusty  for  to  pleyo, 
And,  only  for  hir  mirtho  and  revelrye, 
Up-on  the  wardeyn  bisily  thoy  cryo,  4(x/) 
To  yeve  hem  leve  but  a  litel  stonndo 
To  goon  to  millu  and  seon  hir  com  y- 

groundc ; 
And  hardily,  they  dorste  leyo  hir  nekkc, 
Tho  miller  shold  nat  stele  hem  half  a 

pekke  (90)  4010 

Of  com  by  sleighte,  no  by  forco  hem  rove ; 
And  at  the  laste  the  wardeyn  yaf  hem  love. 
John  hight  that  oon,  and  Alcyn  hight 

that  other ; 
Of  o  toun  were  they  bom,   tliat  hights 

Strother,  4014 

Fer  in  the  north,  I  can  nat  telle  where. 

This  Aleyn  maketh  redy  al  his  gcrc, 
And  on  an  hors  the  sak  ho  caste  anon. 
Forth  goth  Aleyn  the  clerk,  and  also  John, 
With  good  swerd  and  with  bokeler  by  hir 

syde.  (99)  401Q 

John  know  tho  wey,  hem  nododo  no  gydo, 
And  at  tho  mille  tho  sak  adoun  he  layth. 
Aleyn  spak  first, '  ol  hayl,  Symond,  y-fayth; 
How  fares  thy  fairo  doghter  and  ihywyf?* 
*  Aleyn !  welcome,*  quod  Simkin,  *  by  my 

And  John  also,  how  now,  what  do  ye  heer  ? ' 
'Symond,*  quod  John,  *by  god,  nedo 

has  na  peer ;  402A 

Him  ho&a  servo   him-selve  that  has  ua 

swayn. 
Or  elles  he  is  a  fool,  as  clorkes  sayn. 
Our  manciple,  I  hope  he  wil  bo  deed,  4039 
Swa  workcs  oy  tho  wonges  in  his  heod. 
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And  forthy  is  I  come,  and  eok  Alayn,  (i  1 1) 
To  grindo  our  com  and  carie  it  ham  agayn; 
I   pray  yow   spodo  ns    hethcn  that  yo 
may.' 

*  It  shal  be  doon,'  quod  Simkm,  *  1^'  my 

fay ;  4034 

What  wol  yo  doon  whyl  that  it  is  in  hando  ? ' 

*  By  god,  right  by  the  hoi>er  wil  I  stando,* 
Quod  John,  *and  se  how  that  the  com 

gas  in  ; 
Yet  saugh  I  never,  by  my  fader  kin,  4038 
How  that  the  hopor  waggos  til  and  fra.' 

Alcyn  answordc, '  John,  and  wiltow  gwa, 
Than  wil  I  bo  bynethe,  by  my  cronn,  {121) 
And  so  how  that  the  mole  falles  doan 
In-to  the  trough  ;  that  sal  be  my  disport. 
For  John,  in  faitli,  I  may  been  of  your 

sort; 
I  is  as  illo  a  miller  as  are  yo.'  4045 

Tliis  miller  smylcd  of  hir  nycetcc. 
And  thoghto,  *  al  this  nis  doon  but  for  a 

wylo; 
They  weno  tliat  no  man  may  hem  bigyle ; 
But,  by  my  thrift,  yet  shal  I  blcro  hir  yfi 
For  al  the  sleighto  in  hir  philosophye.  4050 
The  more  queyute  crokcs  that  they  make, 
The  more  wol  I  stole  whan  I  take.  {i$2) 
In  stcdo  of  flour,  yet  wol  I  yevo  hem 

bren. 
"The  grcttosto  clorkes  been  noght  the 

wyscst  men," 
As  whylom  to  tlio  wolf  thus  spak  the 

mare ;  4055 

Of  al  hir  art  I  counte  noght  a  tare.' 

Out  at  the  dure  ho  gooth  ful  prively, 
Wlian  that  he  saugh  his  tynie,  softely ; 
He  lokoth  up  and  doun  til  ho  hath  foundo 
The  clcrkes  hors,  tlicr  as  it  stood  y-bounde 
Biliinde  tlie  mille,  under  a  lovesel ;    4061 
And  to  tho  hors  ho  gootli  him  faire  and 

wel ;  (142) 

He  strepcth  of  tho  brydol  right  anon. 
And  whan  the  hors  was  loos,  ho  ginncth 

gf>n 
Toward  tho  fen,  thor  wilde  mares  rcnno, 
Forth  with   wohet',   thur^h  thikko  and 

thurgli  thonn&  4066 

This  ni  Uor  gooth  ngayn,  no  word  he 

Boyilo, 
But  dooth  his  note,  and  with  tho  clcrkes 

pleyde. 


Til  that  hir  com  was  faire  and  wel  y- 

groundo. 
And  whan  tho  melo  is  sakkcil  and  y- 

bounde,  (150)  4070 

This  John  goth  out  and  f^'nt  his  hors  away, 
And  gan  to  cryo  ^  harrow '  and  '  weylaway ! 
Our  hors  is  lorn !  Alayn,  for  goddes  banes, 
Stop  on  thy  feet,  com  out,  man,  al  at  anes ! 
Alias,  our  wardeyn  has  his  palfrey  lorn.* 
This  Alc3m  al  forgat,  bothe  mele  and  com, 
Al  was  out  of  his  myude  his  housbondrye. 
'  What  ?  whilk  way  is  he  goon  ? '  he  gan 

to  cryo. 
The  wyf  cam  loping  inward  with  a  ren, 
She  seyde,  *  alias !  your  hors  goth  to  tho 

fen  (lOo)  4oS(.> 

With  TV'ilde  mams,  as  fasto  as  he  ma^*  go. 
Unthank  come  on  his  hand  that  boml 

him  so. 
And  ho  that  bcttro  sholdo  han  knit  tlio 

reync.' 
'  Alias,'  quo<l  John,  '  Aloyn,  lor  Gristcs 

pej-nc. 
Lay  doun  thy  sword,  and  I  wil  myn  alswn : 
I  is  ful  wight,  go<l  woat,  as  is  a  raa  ;  4o8(.> 
By  giHldes  horte  ho  sal  nat  scape  xih  bathe. 
"Why  nadstow  pit  tho  aipul  in  tho  lathe? 
Il-hayl,  by  g<xl,  Aloyn,  thou  is  a  fonno ! ' 
This  RC'ly  clerkes  han  ful  fiustc  y-ronno 
To-wartl  tho  fen,  botho  Aleyn  and   ock 

John.  ('/O  4o*.>' 

And  whan  tho  miller  saugh  that  tho^* 

wero  gon. 
Ho  half  a  busshcl  of  hir  flour  hath  tako. 
And  ba<l  his  "wyf  go  knedo  it  in  a  cake. 
He  seytle,  '  I  trr >wo  tho  clerkes  wero  aford  : 
Yet  can  a  miller  make  a  clerkes  herd  ^cxp 
For  al  his  art ;  now  lat  hem  goon  hir  weye. 
Lo  wher  they  goon,  ye,  lat  tho  children 

plcye ; 
They  goto  him  nat  so  lightly,  ))y  my  croun !' 
Thise  scly  clerkes  reniieu  up  and  doun 
With  'keep,   keep,   stand,   stjuid,  jossa, 

warderere,  (181)  4101 

Qa  whistlo  thou,  and  I  shal  kexH)  him 

hero ! ' 
But  shortly,  til  that  it  ^-as  vorray  night. 
They  coudo  nat,  though  they  do  al  hir 

might,  4104 

Hir  capul  cacche,  he  ran  alwcy  so  faste, 
Til  in  a  dich  they  caughto  him  attu  laste. 
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Wcry  and  wool,  as  beste  is  in  tho  royn, 
Comth  soly  John,  and  with  him  comth 

Alcyn. 
'  Alias/  qn<Kl  John,  '  the  day  that  I  was 

horn ! 
Xow  aro  wo   drive  til  hething  and  til 

scorn.  (190)  4*<o 

Onr  com  is  stole,  men  wil  us  folcs  calle, 
33atho  tho  wardeyn  and  our  fclawcs  alle, 
And  namely  tho  miller ;  weylaway  !  * 
Thus  pleyncth  John  as  he  goth  by  the 

way 
Toward  tho  mille,  and  Bayard  in  his  hond. 
The  miller  sitting  by  tho  fyr  ho  fond,  4116 
For  it  was  night,  and  forther  mighto  they 

noght ; 
But,  for  the  love  of  go<l,  they  him  bisoght 
Of  herberwo  and  of  eso,  as  for  hir  i)ony. 

The  miller  soydo  agayn,  '  if  ther  bo  eny, 
Swich  as  it  is,  j'ot  shal  yo  have  jraur  •paxt, 
MjTi  hous  is  strcit,  but  ye  han  Icmedart ; 
Ye  conn©  by  argumentes  make  a  place 
A  mylo  broo<i  of  twenty  foot  of  space.  (204) 
Lat  sec  now  if  this  place  may  suffyso,  4125 
Or  mako  it  roum  with  speche,  as  is  youre 

py!»o.' 
'  Now,  SjTnond,'  seyde  John,  '  by  seint 

(^utlKird, 
Ay  is  thou  mory,  and  this  is  faire  answord. 
I  have   herd  seyd,  man  sal   taa  of  twa 

thinges  4129 

Slyk  as  he  fyndos,  or  taa  slyk  as  ho  bring^. 
But  specially,  I  pray  thoo,  hosto  dero,  (211) 
Oct  us  som  mete  and  drinke,  and  make 

us  chcro, 
And  wo  wil  i^ayen  trewcly  atte  fnllo. 
With  empty  hand  men  may  na  haukos 

tulle ; 
Lo  here  our  silver,  redy  for  to  spendo.*  4135 
This  miller  in-to  toun  his  doghtcr  sende 
¥<tr  ale  and  breed,  and  rostcd  hem  a  goos, 
And  bond  hir  hors,  it  sholde  nat  gon  loos ; 
And  in  his  owiio  chumbre  hem  made  a 
bod  (219)  4139 

AV  it  h  shetes  and  with  chalons  faire  y-sprod, 
Noght  from  his  owno  bed  ton  foot  or  twelve. 
Jlis  (loghter  hafldo  a  bed,  al  by  hir-selve, 
Iti^ht  in  tho  samo  (shambre,  by  and  by  ; 
It  mighto  bo  no  bet,  and  cAuse  w^hy,  4144 
Thor  was  no  roumer  herberwo  in  { ho  place. 
They  soupen  and  they  sx>oko.  hem  to  solace, 


And  drinkon  ever  strong  ale  atte  be8t«. 
Aboute  midnight  wento  they  to  resto. 
Wol  hath   this  miller  vomisshod  his 

heed; 
Ful  pale  ho  was  for-dronkon,  and  nat 

reed.  4150 

He  yexeth,  and  ho  speketh  thurgh  tho 

nose  (2.^0 

As  ho  were  on  tho  quakke,  or  on  tho 

pose. 
To  beddo  he  gooth,  and  with  him  goth 

hia  W5'f. 
As  any  jay  she  light  was  and  jolyf, 
So  was  hir  joly  whistle  wol  y-wet.        4 155 
The  cradel  at  hir  bcdiles  feet  is  set. 
To  rokkon,  and  to  yevo  tho  child  to  soukr. 
And  whan  that  dronkon  al  was  in  thrr 

crouko, 
To  bedde  went  tho  doghter  right  anon : 
To  beddo  gooth  Aleyn  and  also  John  ;  4ifjo 
Thor  nas  na  more,  hem  node<lo  no  dwalo. 
This  millor  hath  so  wisly  bibbed  ale,  (242; 
That  as  an  hors  ho  Bnort4:ith  in  his  sleep. 
No  of  his  tayl  bihinde  he  took  no  keep. 
His  wyf  bar  him  a  burdon,  a  ful  strong. 
Men  might«  hir  routing  hero  two  furlong ; 
Tho  wcnche  routeth  ook  par  comimnyf.. 

Alcyn  the  clerk,  that  herd  this  molodyc^ 
He  p«.>ked  John,  and  soydo,  *  slepestow  ?    ■ 
Herdestow  ever  slyk  a  sang  or  now  ?  4i;i» 
Lo,  whilk  a  compline  is  y-mel  hem  alio ! 
A  wildo  fyr  up-on  thair  bo<lyos  fallo !  (252) 
WTia  horkncd  ever  slyk  a  ferly  thing? 
Ye,  they  sal  have  tho  flour  of  il  ending. 
This  lango  night  thor  tj'dos  mo  na  resto  ; 
But  yet,  na  fora  ;  al  sal  be  for  tho  beste. 
For  John,'  soydo  ho,   'als  ever  mo»»t  I 

thr>'\e. 
If  that  I  may,  yon  woncho  wil  I  swyve. 
Som  esement  has  lawe  y-shapen  us ;   417.; 
For  John,  ther  is  a  lawo  that  says  thus. 
That  gif  a  man  in  a  point  bo  y-greved,  (261) 
That  in  another  he  sal  ho  reloved. 
Our  com  isstoln,  shortly,  it  is  na  nny. 
And  we  han  had  an  il  fit  al  this  day. 
And  sin  I  sal  have  neen  amendemcnt,  41H5 
Agayn  my  los  I  wil  havo  esement. 
By  goddes  saule,  it  sal  neen  other  bo  ! ' 

This  John  answerde,  'Alayn,  avj*sethoo, 
Tlie  miller  is  a  perilous  man,*  ho  seyde. 
'  And  gif  that  ho  out  of  his  sleep  abroyde 
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Ho  mighto  doon  us  bat  ho  a  viloinyo.'  (jji) 
Aleyn  answordo,  *I  count  him  nat  a 

flj'o;'  419J 

And  up  ho  rist,  and  Ijy  tho  wencho  ho 

crept  0. 
This  woncho  hiy  upright,  and  fnste  slepto, 
Til  he  so  ny  was,  or  slic  mighto  ospyo,  4195 
Tliat  it  had  l)Oon  t<>  lato  for  to  cryo, 
And  shortly  for  to  seyn,  they  woro  at  on. ; 
Now  ploy,  Aleyn  !  for  I  wol  spoko  of  John. 
This  John  lyth  stillo  a  furlong-wey  or 

two, 
And  to  him-solf  ho  maketh  rontho  and 

wo :  (280)  4300 

*  Alias !  *  quod  ho,  *  this  is  a  wikked  jai>e  ; 
Xow  may  I  si*yii  that  I  is  but  an  apo. 
Yet  has  my  folawo  som-what  for  his  harm ; 
He  has  tho  milloris  doght«r  in  his  arm. 
Ho  auntrod  him,  and  has  his  nodes  sped. 
And  I  lyo  as  a  draf<«ek  in  my  bod ;     4206 
And  when  this  jape  is  tald  another  day, 

I  sal  been  lialdo  a  daf,  a  cokenay  I 
I  wil  ar^'BO,  and  auntro  it,  by  my  fayth  ! 
"Unhardy  is  unsoly,**  thus  men  sayth.* 
And  up  ho  rocs  and  softely  he  wcnto  (aoi) 
Un-to  tho  cradel,  and  in  his  hand  it  honto, 
And  baar  it  sofbo  un-to  his  boddcs  feet. 

Sone  after  this  tho  wyf  hir  routing  loot, 
And  gan  awako,  and  wonte  hir  out  to 

pisse,  4ai5 

And  cam  agayn,  and  gan  hir  cradol  misso, 
And  groped  hoor  and  ther,  but  she  fond 

noon. 

*  Alias ! '  quod  she,  '  I  hadde  abnoet  mis- 

goon  ; 
I  hadde  almost  gon  to  tho  clerkes  bed. 
Ey,  beii'cite  !  thanne  haddo  I  foule  y-sped : ' 
And  forth  she  gooth  til  she  the  cradel 

fond.  (yn)  4221 

Sho  gropeth  alwey  forther  with  hir  hond, 
And  fond  the  bed,  and  thoghte  noght  but 

good, 
By-causo  that  tho  cradel  by  it  stood,  4a34 
And  nisto  whor  she  was,  for  it  was  derk ; 
But  faire  and  wel  she  creep  in  to  the  clork, 
And  lyth  ful  stille,  and  wolde  han  caught 

a  sloop. 
With-inno  a  whyl  this  John  the  clerk  up 

loop,  4338 

And  on  this  gode  wyf  he  leyth  on  sore. 
So  mory  a  fit  &o  hadde  she  nat  Ail  yore; 


I  Ho  prikoth  hardo  and  doix)  as  ho  w;>ro 

mad.  (jm) 

This  joly  Ij'f  han  thiso  two  clcrkcs  lad 
Til  that  tho  thriddo  c<>k  blgan  to  singo. 

Aloyn  wex  wery  in  tho  dawoniiige,  4J34 
For  ho  had  swonkcn  al  tho  longo  night ; 
And  Boydo,  '  far  wol,  Malin,  sweto  wight ! 
Tho  day  is  come,  I  may  no  longer  bydo  ; 
But  overmo,  wher  so  I  go  or  rydo, 
I  is  th^ni  awon  clork,  swa  have  I  seol !  * 
^  Now  dore  lomman,'  quod  she,  '  go,  far 

wool !  (330)  434(1 

But  er  thou  go,  o  thing  I  wol  thoo  telle, 
Whan  that  thou  w^endest  h<.>mward  by 

tho  mellc, 
Bight  at  tho  entree  of  the  doro  bihindo. 
Thou  shalt  a  cake  of  half  a  bussliel  finde 
That  was  y-makod  of  thjm  owuo  melo. 
Which  that  I  hoolp  my  fader  for  to  stole. 
And,  godo  lemman,  god  thoo  save  and 

keiJO ! '  4347 

And  with  that  word  almost  sho  gnu  to 

wopo. 
Aloyn  uivrist,  and  thoughte,  'or  tliat 

it  dawo, 
I  wol  go  cropon  in  by  my  folawo  ;         42^1* 
And  fond  tho  cradel  with  his  hand  anon, 
'By  god,'  thoghto  ho,  'al  wrang  I  havo 

misgon ;  (333) 

Hyn  heed  is  totj-  of  my  swiiik  to-night. 
That  makoth  mo  that  I  go  nat  aright.  4354 
I  woot  wel  by  the  cradel,  I  havo  misgo, 
Heer  Ijd^h  tho  miller  and  his  wyf  also.' 
And  forth  he  goth,  a  twenty  dovol  way, 
Un-to  tho  bod  ther-as  tho  miller  lay. 
He  wendc  have  cropon  by  his  folawo  John ; 
And  by  tho  miller  in  ho  creep  anon,  436U 
And  caughto  hym  by  tho  nokko,  and  softo 

he  spak :  (341) 

He  seyde,  '  thou,  John,  thou  swynes-hocd, 

awak 
For  Cristos  saule,  and  hoor  a  noble  game. 
For  by  that  lord  that    called  is  seint 

Jamo, 

As  I  have  thryes,  in  tliis  shorte  niglit,  4365 

Sw3rved  the  milleres  doghter  bolt-upright, 

Whyl  thow  hast  as  a  coward  been  agast.* 

'Yo,   falso   harlot,*   quod    tho    miller, 

'hast? 
A !  falso  traitour !  falso  clork  ! '  quod  ho, 
'  Thou  sholt  bo  docd,  by  goddos  diguitoo ! 
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Who  dorste  be  so  l>old  to  disparage     (551) 
My  doghter,  that  is  come  of  swich  linage?  * 
And  by  tho  throt«-l)ollc  ho  caughte  Alayn, 
And  ho  hcnto  hym  despitously  agayn, 
And  on  tho  noso  he  smoot  him  with  his 

fost.  4375 

Bonn  ran  tho  blody  streom  up-on  hisbrost ; 
And  in  the  floor,  with  nose  and  month 

to-broke, 
They  walwe  as  doon  two  piggcs  in  a  poke. 
And  up  they  goon,  and  dotin  agayn  anon, 
Til  that  the  miller  spomed  at  a  stoon,  4380 
And  donn  he  111  bakward  np-on  his  wyf, 
Tliat  wisto  no-thing  of  this  nyce  stryf ; 
For  she  was  falle  aslepe  a  lyte  wight  (363) 
With  John  tho  clerk,  that  waked  hadde 

al  night. 
And  with  the  fal,  out  of  hir  sleep  she 

brcydo —  4385 

'Help,    holy  cn>ys   of  Bromeholm,'  she 

soydo, 
'  In  manua  tuas  !   lord,  to  thee  I  calle  ! 
Awak,  S>'nn)nd  !  the  feend  is  on  us  falle, 
Myn  herte  is  broken,  help,  I  nam  but 

deed  ; 
Thoro  l.\-th  (x»n  up  my  wombo   and  up 

myn  licod ;  4^90 

Help,  Simkin,  for  the  false  clerkcs  fighte.' 

This  John  sterto  up  as  faste  as  ever  ho 

mighto,  {i7^) 

And  graspoth  by  the  walles  to  and  fro, 
To  fmde  a  staf ;  and  she  sterte  up  also. 
And  knew  tho  cstrcs  bi»t  than  dido  this 

.John,  4^95 

And  by  the  wal  a  staf  she  fond  anon, 


And  sangh  a  litel  shimering  of  a  light, 
For  at  an  hole  in  shoon  the  mono  bright ; 
And  by  that  light  she  sangh  hem  bothtt 

two, 
But  sikerly  she  niste  who  was  who,    43(x) 
But  as  she  saugh  a  wh3rt  thing  in  hir  yr*. 
And  whan  she  gan  the  whyte  thing  espyo. 
She  wende  the  clerk  liadde  wcred  a  volu- 

peer.  (383) 

And  with  the  staf  she  drough  ay  neer  and 

neor,  4304 

And  wende  han  hit  this  Alejm  at  the  fuUe, 
And  smoot  tho  miller  on  tho  pyled  skulle. 
That  doun  ho  gooth  and  cryde,  *  harrow ! 

I  dye!' 
Thise  clerkes  bete  him  wool  and  leto  him 

lye; 
Andgreythen  hem,  and  toko  hir  horsanon, 
And  eek  hir  mole,  and  on  hir  wey  they 

gon.  (3(/>)  4310 

And  at  the  mille  yet  they  toko  hir  cako 
Of  half  a  bnsshel  flour,  ful  wol  y-bako. 
Tlius  is  tho  proude  miller  wcl  y-bete. 
And  hath  y-lost  the  grinding  of  the  whetc. 
And  payed  for  tho  soper  every-deel    4315 
Of  Aleynand  of  John,  that  betto  him  weel. 
His  wyf  is  swyved,  and  his  doghter  als ; 
Lo,  swich  it  is  a  miller  to  be  fals ! 
And  thcrforo  this  proverbe  is  scyil  ful 

sooth,  4310 

*  Him  thar  nat  wene  wel  that  yvol  drxith  ; 
A  gylour  shal  him-self  bigj'lod  be.'      Ut>i) 
And  Gknl,  that  sitteth  hcigho  in  mngcstee. 
Save  al  this  companye  grrete  and  sninle  ! 
Thus  have  I  quit  the  miller  in  my  tale. 


Here  is  ended  the  Reves  tale. 
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The  prologe  of  the  Cokes  tale. 


The  Cook  of  London,  whyl  tho  Reve  spak, 
For  joyo,  him  thoughto,  ho  chiwed  him 

on  tho  bak,  4326 

'  Ha !  ha  ! '  qnod  he, '  for  Cristes  passioun, 
This  miller  hoddo  u  sharp  concliisioun 
Ui>on  his  argument  of  horbergage  ! 
Wol  seydo  Salomon  in  his  langage,      4330 
"No   bringo  nat  every  man  in-to  thyn 

hous;" 
For  herberwing  by  nighto  is  perilous. 
Wei  oghto  a  man  aN-ysed  for  to  be  (9) 

Whom  that  ho  broghto  in-to  his  privetee. 
I  pray  to  go<l,  so  yevo  me  sorwo  and  care, 
If  over,  sith  I  liighte  Hogge  of  Ware,  4336 
Ilerdo  I  a  miller  bcttrS'y-sof  a-work. 
He  haddo  a  jape  of  malice  in  the  derk. 
liut  god  forbede  that  vfo  stinton  here ; 
And  thcrforo,  if  ye  vouche-sauf  to  hero 
A  tale  of  mo,  that  am  a  i>ovre  man,    4341 
I  wol  yow  telle  as  wol  as  ever  I  can 
A  litel  jai>e  that  fil  in  our  citcc.' 

Our  host  answerde,  and  scido, '  I  graunto 

it  thee ;  (20)  4344 


Now  telle  on,  Roger,  loke  tliat  it  ho  gootl ; 
For  many  a  iiailcb  hastow  laten  blood, 
And  many  a  Jakko  of  Dover  hastow  sold 
That  hath  been  twyos  hoot  and  twyes  cold. 
Of  many  a  pilgrim  hastow  Cristes  curs. 
For  of  thy  i>er8ly  yet  they  fare  the  wors. 
That  they  han  eten  with  thy  stnbbel-goi>s ; 
For  in  thy  shoppo  is  many  a  flye  loos.  (2S) 
Now  telle  on,  gcntil  Roger,  by  thy  name. 
But  yet  I  pray  thee,  Iw  nat  wrooth  for  game, 
A  man  may  scyo  fill  sooth  in  game  and 

pl<?y.'  4A55 

*  Thou  Boist  fnl  sooth,'  quod  Roger,  '  by 
my  fey, 
But  "sooth  pley,  quoad  ploy,"  as  tho  Flem- 
ing seith ;  (33) 
And  ther-foro,  Kerry  Bailly,  by  tliy  fcith, 
Bo  thou  nat  wrooth,  or  wo  departcn  heor, 
Though  that  my  talo  be  of  an  hostileer. 
But  nathclecs  I  wol  nat  telle  it  yit,  4361 
But  or  we  i>arto,  y-wia,  thou  shalt  bo  quit. ' 
And  ther-with-al  he  lough  and  made  cherc, 
And  seyde  his  talc,  as  yo  shul  after  hero. 


Thus  endeth  the  Prologe  of  the  Cokes  tale. 


THE  COKES  TALE. 


Heer  bigynneth  the  Cokes  tale. 


A  Prextis  whylom  dwelled  in  our  citcc. 
And  of  a  craft  of  vitaillers  was  ho  ;     4366 
Gaillard  ho  was  as  goldfinch  in  the  shawe, 
Bnmii  as  a  beri(»,  a  propre  short  felawo. 
With  lokkes  blako,  y-kcmpt  fnl  fetisly. 
Dauncen  lie  condo  so  wel  and  jolily,  43711 
That  he  was  rlepcd  Porkin  Revelour. 
Ho  was  as  ful  of  love  and  xuiramour 


As  is  tho  liyve  ful  of  hony  swote  ; 

Wol  was  the  wenche  with  him  mighte 

mete.  (10) 

At  every  brydalo   woldo    he  singe  ami 

hopi)o,  4375 

Ho  loved  bot  the  tavern  than  tho  RhopiM?. 
For  whan  thcr  any  ry-ding  was  in  Choi)0, 
Out  of  tho  shoppo  thidcr  woldo  ho  lopo. 
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Til  that  he  hndde  al  the  siglito  y-acyn, 
And  dannced  wel,   lie  woldo  sat  come 

apc>ni.  4380 

And  gaderod  him  a  moinee  of  his  sort 
T«>  liox)i>e  and  sin^,  and  maken  swich 

disiK>rt. 
And  thcr  they  sctten  stoven  for  to  mete 
To  pleyen  nt  the  dys  in  swich  a  strete.  (20) 
For  in  the  touno  nas  ther  no  prentys,  4385 
That  iaircr  coudo  caste  a  imire  of  dya 
Than  Pcrkin  coudo,  and  thor-to  ho  was  free 
Of  his  disnonso,  in  place  of  privetee. 
That  fond  his  maistcr  wcl  in  his  chafTare  ; 
For  ofton  t j-mc  he  fond  his  box  fal  bare. 
y*>r  sikorly  a  prentis  rovelonr,  4391 

That  haunteth  dys,  riot,  or  paramour, 
His  maistcr  shal  it  in  his  shojipe  abye, 
A I  have  he  no  i)art  of  the  minstralcye ;  (30) 
For  thcfto  and  ri<^t,  they  ben  convertible, 
Al  cimne  he  pleyo  on  gitemo  or  ribihlo. 
Jlovol  and  troutho,  as  in  a  low  degree, 
Thoy  been  fill  wrotho  al  day,  as  men  may 

};<'e. 
This  joly  prentis  with  his  maister  bood, 
Til  ho  wore  ny  out  of  his  prentislKHHl,  44(x> 
Al  wore  ho  onihbed  botho  orly  and  late. 
And  somtymo  hid  with  revel  to  Newgate  ; 
Hut  attc  lasto  his  maister  him  bithoghto, 


Up-on  a  day,  whan  ho  his  paper  soghto,  ('40.1 
Of  a  proverbo  that  seith  this  same  word, 
'  Wei  bet  is  roton  api>cl  out  of  hortl    441)6 
Than  that  it  rotio  al  the  ronienaunt.' 
So  ftireth  it  by  a  ri(>t4>uH  sorvaunt ; 
It  is  wcl  lasso  harm  to  loto  him  itnco^ 
Than  he  shendo  alio  the  scr\'ants  in  the 
place.  4410 

Therfore  his  maister  yaf  him  acquitanco. 
And  bad  him  go  with  sorwo  and  with 

meschauco  ; 
And    thus   this   joly  prentis  haddo   his 

leve. 
Now  hit  him  riote  al  the  night  or  love.  (50) 
And  for  ther  is  no  theef  with-outo  a 
louke,  4415 

That  helpeth  him  to  wasten  and  to  souke 
Of  that  ho  brybo  can  or  borwe  may, 
Anon  he  sent^e  his  1)C<1  and  his  array 
Un-to  a  compeer  of  his  owno  8r>rt, 
Tliat  lovedodys  and  revel  and  disiwrt,  4430 
And  hadde  a  wyf  that  heeld  for  count- 
enance (57j 
A  shoppe,  and  swj'ved  for  hir  sustenanco. 


Of  this  Cokes  tale  maked  Chaucer 
na  more. 


GROUP  B. 


INTRODUCTION   TO  THE   MAN  OF 

LAW'S   PROLOGUE. 


The  wordes  of  the  Hoost  to  the  companye. 


Oru  Hoste  sey  wel  that  the  brighte  sonne 
Th'ark  of  liis  artificial  day  had  ronno 
The  fourtlio  part,  and  half  an  honro,  and 

more ; 
And  though  ho  wore  not  dope  expert  in 

lore, 
H<-  wisto  it  was  the  oightotctho  day         5 
01'  April,  that  13  mcssagcr  to  May  ; 


And  soy  wel  that  the  shadwe  of  every  tree 
Was  as  in  lengthe  the  same  quantitoe 
That  was  the  body  erect  that  caused  it. 
And  therlor  by  the  shadwe  ho  took  his  wit 
Tliat  Phobus,  which  that  shoou  sr>  clero 

and  brighte,  1 1 

Degrees  was  fyvQ  and  fourty  clombo  on 

highto  ; 
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And  for  that  day,  as  in  that  latitude, 
Jt  was  t«n  of  the  clokko,  ho  gan  conclude, 
And  sodeynly  he  plightc  his  hors  abonto. 
'  LordiugGs/  qnod  ho,  '  I  wamo  yow,  al 

this  route,  i6 

The  foiirthe  party  of  this  day  is  gfion  ; 
Now,  for  the  lovo  of  god  and  of  scint 

John, 
TiiGseth  no  tymo,  as  forforth  as  yo  may ; 
Lonlingcs,  tho  tyme  wasteth  night  and 

day,  Jt) 

And  stolcth  from  us,  what  privcly  slopingt*. 
And  what    thurgh    nocligenco    in    our 

wakingo. 
As  dooth  tho  strcem,  that  tumoth  never 

agayn, 
Descending  fro  tho  montaigno  in-t(>  phij-n, 
Wol  can  Scnck,and  many  a  philost)phrc-  25 
BiwaiUm  tymo,  more  than  g'»ld  in  cofro. 
*'  FoT  1m  of  catel  may  recovered  be. 
But  los  of  tymo  shendeth  us,"  quod  ho. 
It  wol  nat  come  agayn,  with-outen  drodo, 
Na  moro  than  wol  Malkins  maydenhedc, 
Whan  she  hath  lost  it  in  hir  wantowncsso ; 
Lat  us  nat  moulcn  thus  in  ydclncsso,     ^2 
Sir  man  of  la  wo,'  quod  he,  'S'>  have  yo 

blis, 
Tel  us  a  talo  anon,  as  forward  is  ; 
Ye    l>oon    submitted   thurgh    your    froo 

a.?8ont  35 

To  stondo  in  this  cas  at  my  jugomcnt. 

Acquitoth  yow,  and  hoMoth  your  biheste. 

Than  have  yo  doon  your  devoir  atto  lestc' 

*Host<?,'  quod  he,  '  d^jxin/icux  ich  as- 

scnto. 
To  broke  forward  is  not  myn  entente.    40 
Biheste  is  dotte,  and  I  wol  holde  fajTi 
Al  my  l)ihosto  ;  I  can  no  bettor  seyn. 
For  swich  lawo  as  man  ycveth  another 

wijjht. 
Ho  sholdo  him-solvon  uson  it  by  right ;  44. 
Thus  Wol  our  text ;  but  nat  holes  certe^Ti 
I  can  right  now  no  thrifty  talo  seyn, 
•j-But  Chaucer,  though  ho  can  but  lowodly 
On  metres  and  on  rj-ming  craftily, 
Hath  seyd  hem  in  swich  Englisli  as  ho  can 
Of  oldc  tymo,  a.s  knowoth  many  a  man.  50 
And  if  ho  liavo  not  seyd  hem,  lovo  brother, 
In  o  l»ook,  ho  hath  seyd  hem  in  another. 
For  ho  hath  told  of  lovcrea  up  and  doun 
Mo  than  0\'ydo  modo  of  mcncioun 


In  his  Epistolles,  that  been  ful  olde.  55 
What  sholdo  I  tollcn  hem,  sin  thoj'  ben 

tolde  ? 
In  youtho  ho  made  of  Coys  and  Alcion, 
And  sithen  hath  ho  spoke  of  ovorlchon, 
Thiso  noblo  wj'vos  and  thiso  loveres  eke. 
Who-so  that  wol  liL?  largo  volume  soke 60 
Clepetl  tho  Sointes  Logondo  of  Cupyde, 
Thcr  may  he  seen  tho  largo  woundes  wj'do 
Of  Lucrcsso,  and  of  Babilan  Tisbeo  ; 
The  sword  of  Dido  for  tho  false  Knee  ; 
Tho  tree  of  Phillis  for  hir  Demophon  ;  65 
Tho  pleinto  of  Dianiro  and  Hermion, 
Of  Adriane  and  of  Isipliileo  ; 
Tho  barcyno  yle  stonding  in  tho  see  ; 
Tho  dreynte  Leandor  for  his  Krro ; 
Tho  teres  of  Eleyne,  and  00k  tlic  wo      70 
Of  Brixseyde,  and  of  thee,  Ijadomi-a  ; 
Tho  cruolteo  of  thee,  quoen  Med;}a, 
Thy  litel  children  hanging  by  tho  half? 
For  thy  Jason,  that  was  of  lovo  so  fiiLs  I 

0  Yj^ermistra,  Penclopfo,  Alcest4>,  75 
Your  wyfhod  he  c» >mcndoth  with  t he  best<^ ! 

But  certeinly  no  word  no  wrj'toth  lio 
Of  thilko  wikko  onsamplo  of  Canaoce, 
That  l«.>vodo  hir  owne  brother  sinfully  ; 
Of  swicho  cursed  stories  I  sey  "  fy  "  ;     Sn 
Or  clle^  of  Tyro  Aiv)llonius, 
How  that  tho  curst^d  king  Anti<-»chus 
Birafto  his  doghter  of  hir  maydonhodo, 
That  is  so  horrible  a  tale  for  to  rede, 
Whan  he  hir  threw  up-on  tho  pavement. 
And  therfor  ho,  of  ful  a\'y8<»ment,  8(> 

Noldc  never  wryte  in  none  of  his  sermouiis 
Of  swicho  unkindo  abhominaciouns. 
No  I  wol  noon  reherso,  if  that  I  may. 

But  of  my  tiilo  how  shal  I  d<-)on  this  day  ? 
Mo  wore  looth  bo  lyknetl,  doutcleo-ij,       oi 
To  Muses  that  men  c\oi*q  Pierides — 
Metainorpho»co8  wot  what  I  mono  : — 
But  nathelees,  I  reecho  noght  a  l>eno    04 
Though  I  c^me  aft<5r  him  with  hawe-lmko : 

1  siK>ko  in  pn)so,  and  lat  him  rymes  make.' 
And  with  that  word  he,  with  a  sobre  chores, 
Bigan  his  talo,  as  yo  shal  afler  here. 

The  Prologe  of  the  Mannes  Tale 
of  Lawe. 

O  hateful  harm  !  condicion  of  ix>verte  1 
With  thurst,  with  cold,  with  hunger  go 
cozifoundcd !  100 
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T>  nsken  help  thoo  slinmoth  in  ihyn 
liorto  ; 

If  thou  noon  nskc,  with  ncdo  nrtow  so 
wounded, 

Tliat  vorray  nedo  nnwrappoth  al  thy 
woundo  hid  ! 

Maiugreo  thyn  hoed,  thon  most  for  indi- 
gence 104 

Or  stele,  or  begge,  or  borwo  thy  dosponco  ! 

Thou  Ijlamost  Crist,  and  seyst  ful  bitterly, 
Ho  niisdeparteth  richesso  temporal ; 
Thy  neighelH>ur  thou  wytost  sinfully,  (:o) 
And  soj'Bt  tliou  hast  to  I  j-te,  and  ho  hath  al. 
'  Parfay,'seistow,  'somtynio  he  rokno  shal, 
\Mian  that  his  tayl  shal  bronnen  in  the 

gledo,  III 

For  ho  noght   heli^th  ncedfallo   in  liir 

nedo.' 

Herkno   what    is    the    sentence    of   the 

w^-se : — 
'  Kt^t  is  to  dygn  than  have  indigence  ;  *  114 
'  Thy  selvo  neighebour  wol  thee  despyse ; ' 


If  thoti  f)©  povre,  farwel  thy  reverence ! 
Yet  of  the  wjrse  man  tiik  this  sentence : — 
'Alle  the  dayes  of  ]x>vre  men  ben  wikke ;' 
Be  war  therfor,  er  thou  come  in  that 
prikke !  (ji) 


♦If  thon 
thee, 


1)0  i>ovre, 


thj*  brother  hatoth 

120 

And  alle  th j*  freendes  floen  fro  thee,  alas ! ' 
O  riche  nuirchaunts,  ful  of  wele  ben  ye, 

0  noble,  o  prudent  folk,  as  in  this  cas ! 
Your  haggles  been  nat  fdled  with  ambes  ag, 
But  with  tia  cink^  that  rcnneth  for  3'our 

chaunce ;  12$ 

At  Cristemasso  merie  may  yo  dauncc ! 

Ye  scken  lond  and  see  for  your  wlnuingofl, 
As  wyse  folk  ye  knowen  al  th'cstoat    (30) 
Of  regnes ;  yo  ben  fadres  of  tydingcs 
And  tales,  bothe  of  pees  and  of  dobat.  i;,n 

1  were  right  now  of  tales  desolat, 

Nero  that  a  marchaunt,  goon  is  many  a 

yero. 
Me  taughto  a  tale,  which  that  ye  shal  hero. 


THE  TALE  OF  THE  MAN   OF  LAWE. 


Here  beginneth  the  Man  of  Lawe  his  Tale. 


In  Surrie  whylom  dwelte  a  companye 
<.)f  chapmen  riche,  and  thcrto  sadde  and 

trewo,  135 

Tliat  wydo-wher  sent  en  her  spyceryo, 
(Uothes  of  gt)ld,  and  satins  richo  of  hewe; 
Hcrcliatfar  was  so  tlirifty  and  so  nowe,  (40) 
That  every  wight  hath  deyntoe  to  chaffare 
With  liem,  and  eek  to  sellcn  hem  hir 

ware,  140 

Xt)W  fel  it,  that  tho  moistrcs  of  that  sort 
Han  shapon  hem  to  Rome  for  to  wonde  ; 
Were  it  for  chapmanhode  or  for  disport, 
Non  other   mossago  woldo    they  thider 
sendo, 


But  comen  hem-self  to  Home,  this  is  the 
endo ;  145 

And  in  swich  i)la<*o,  as  thonghte  hem 
avantiigo 

For  her  entente,  they  take  her  herborgage, 

Sojoumeil  han  thise  marchonts  in  that 
toun  (50) 

A  certein  tymo,  as  fel  to  hir  plesancc. 
And  so  bifel,  that  th'excellent  renoun  i5f> 
Of  th'ompcroures  doghter,  damo  Cnstance, 
Reportctl  was,  with  every  circnmstanco, 
Un-to  thiso  Surrien  marchonts  in  swich 

vryse. 
Fro  day  to  day,  as  I  shal  yow  dovyse. 
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This  "was    the    commnno  vols  of  every 
man —  155 

'  Our  Emperour  of  Rome,  god  liim  see, 
A  doghter  hath  that,  sin  the  world  bigan, 
To  rrkne  as  wel  hir  goodnosse  as  bcautoc, 
Nos  never  swioh  another  as  is  she  ;  (61) 
I  x>rey  to  g:od  in  honour  hir  sustcne,  160 
And  wolde  she  were  of  al  EuroiKj  the 
quono. 

In  hir  is  heigh  beautee,  with-oute  pryde, 
Yow-the,  with-oute  gronehede  or  folye  ; 
To  alio  hir  werkes  vertu  is  hir  gyde, 
Humblesse  hath  slaJ^l  in  hir  al  tirannye. 
She  is  mirour  of  alle  curtoisyo ;      (68)  166 
Hir  hertc  is  vcrrny  chombre  of  holinesso, 
Hir  hand,  ministre  of  fredom  for  almesse.' 

And  al  this  vois  was  Roth,  as  god  is  trewe, 
Bat  now  to  pnrpoa  lat  us  turne  agnyn;  170 
Thisc  marchants  han  dw^n  fraught  hir 

shippos  nowo. 
And,  whan  they  han  this  blisful  mayden 

seyn, 
Hoom  to  SurryO  been  they  went  ful  fayn, 
And  doon  licr  nodes  as  they  han  don  yore. 
And  liven  in  wele ;  I  can  K<»y  yow  no  more. 

Now  fel  it,  that  thise  marchants  stode  in 
grace  176 

Of  him,  that  was  the  sowdan  of  Surryo  ; 
For  whan  they  oamo  from  any  strange 
place,  (80) 

He  wolde,  of  his  benigne  curteisj'e. 
Make  hem  good  chere,  and  bisily  ospyo  180 
Tydings  of  sondry  regnes,  for  to  lero 
Tlio  wondres  that  they  mights  seen  or  here. 

Amongos  otliere  thinges,  si^ecially 
Thise  marchants  han  him  told  of  dame 

Custance, 
So  grct  noblesse  in  erucst,  ccrionsly,     185 
That  this  sowdan  hath  caught  so  gret 

plesance 
To  Imn  hir  iignre  in  his  remembrance, 
That  al  his  lust  and  ol  his  bisy  cure    (90) 
Was  for  to  love  hir  whyl  his  lyf  may  dure. 

Faraventure  in  tliilkc  largo  book  190 

Which  that  men  clepe  the  heven,y-wTiton 
was 


Witli  stcrres,  whan  that  hehis  birtho  t<»ok. 
That  ho  for  lovoshuldo  han  hisdoeth,  alias! 
For  in  the  stcrres,  clorer  than  is  glas, 
Is  writcn,  god  wot,  who-soconde  it  rode,  m,=i 
The  dcoth  of  every  man,  withouten  drodt'. 

In  sterres,  many  a  winter  ther-bifom, 
Was  writen  the  deetli  of  Ector,  Achilles. 
Of  Pompey,  Julius,  er  they  were  bom ;  (101 ) 
The  stryf  of  Thebes ;  and  of  Ercules,   200 
Of  Sampson,  Tumus,  and  of  Socrates 
The  deeth;  but  mennes  wittcs  been  so 

duUe, 
That  no  wight  can  wel  rede  it  att«  fullo. 

This  sowdan  for  his  privee  conscil  sonte. 
And,  shortly  of  this  mater  for  to  pace,  205 
He  hath  to  hem  declared  his  entente. 
And  scyde  hem  certain,  '  but  lie  niighto 

have  grace  (u>,)) 

To  han  Custanco  with-inno  a  litol  space. 
He  nas  but  dec«l ; '  and  charged  hem,  in 

bye. 
To  shapen  for  his  lyf  som  romo<lyo.       210 

Diverse  men  diverse  thinges  seyilon  ; 
They  argumenten,  casten  up  and  d<mn 
Many  a  subtil  rcsoun  forth  tln\v  li'ydeii. 
They  spoken  of  magik  and  abusioun  ; 
But  finally,  as  in  ox)nclusioun,  215 

They  can  not  seen  in  that  non  avantago. 
Ne  in  non  other  wey,  save  mariago.    (in;) 

Than  sawe  they  thor-in  swlch  difTicnltoe 
By  wey  of  rcsoun,  for  to  speko  al  plajni. 
By-cause  that  therwasswich  diversitee  220 
Bitwono  hir  bothe  lawes,  that  they  sayn. 
They  trowe  *  that  no  cristen  prince  woldo 

fayn 
Wedden  his  child  under  oure  lawes  swcto 
That  us  were   taught  by   Mahoun  our 

propheto.' 

And  ho  answerde,  *  rather  than  I  lose  225 
Custance,  I  wol  be  cristnod  doutelees ; 
I  mot  ben  hires,  I  may  non  otlior  cheso. 
I   prey  yow  holde   your  arguments  in 
pees ;  (130) 

Saveth  my  Ij-f,  and  booth  noght  recchelecs 
Togotcn  hir  that  hath  my  lyf  in  euro  ;  2,v> 
For  in  this  wo  I  may  not  longo  endure.' 
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What  ncdotli  fTrottcr  tlilatacioun  ? 

I  scyo,  by  trctis  and  ombnssatJryc, 

And  by  tho  p^ix'S  modiacioun, 

And  al  tho  chirchc,  and  al  the  chivalrj-o, 

That,  in  destnicoionn  of  Maumetryo,  2;,6 

And  in  oncrees  of  Criates  lawe  dcre, 

Tliey  bon  acordod,  so  as  yo  ahal  hero  ;  (140) 

How  that  the  sowdan  and  his  baronogo 
An<l  alio  his  lipids  slmldo  y-cristncd  bo,  240 
And  ho  shal  han  Tustanco  in  manage, 
And  ccrtcin  gold,  I  ncx^t  -what  (juantlteo, 
And  hcr-to  foundon  safRsant  seurteo ; 
This  sanio  aconl  was  owom  on  cythcr  sydo ; 
Now,  faire  distance,  almighty  god  thoo 
p>'do !  345 

Now  woldo  som  men  woitcn,  aa  I  gesso. 
That  r  shnldo  tellon  al  tho  purveyance 
That  t!i'omi>erour,  i»f  his  gr(:te  noblesse. 
Hath  shai>on  for  liis  doghtor  dame  Cus- 
tanco.  (151) 

Wcl  may  men  knowc  that  so  gret  ordin- 
ance 250 
May  no  man  toUen  in  a  litel  clanso 
As  was  arraj'od  ibr  so  heigli  n  cause. 

Bisshopjs   ben   shapcn  with  hir  for  to 

wendo, 
I»rdo5,  ladyes,  knightes  of  rcnoun, 
And  <>tbcr  folk  y-nowo,  this  is  the  ende; 
And  notifj'od  is  thnrgh-out  the  toiin     256 
That  cver>'  wiglit,  with  grot  dovocioon, 
Shulde  preyon  Crist  that  he  this  moriage 
Roco>-ve  in  groo,  and  spedo  this  viago.  (161) 

Tho  day  is  comcn  of  hir  dopartinge,     a6o 
I  soy,  the  woful  day  fatal  is  come. 
That  thor  may  l>o  no  longer  taryingo, 
Bnt  forthward  they  hem  drcssen,  alio  and 

some; 
Custance,  tliat  was  with  sorwo  al  over- 
come, 264 
Fill  pale  arist,  and  dresseth  hir  to  wendo  ; 
For  wel  she  sooth  ther  is  non  other  onde. 

Alias !  what  wonder  is  it  though  she  wepte, 
That  shal  bo  sent  to  strange  nacioun(i7o) 
Fro  frocndes;  that  so  tendroly  hir  keptc, 
And  to  bo  bounden.  under  subicccioun  270 
Of  oon,  she  knoweth  not  his  condicioon. 


Housbondes  been  alle  go<le,  and  han  ben 

yore, 
Tliat  knowen  wyves,  I  «lar  Siiy  yow  no  more. 

'Fader,'  she  saydo,  'thy  wrocched  child 

Custance, 
Thy  yonge  doghtcr,  fostrod  up  so  softe,  275 
And  ye,  my  modor,  my  sovcrnjTi  x)lo.uinco 
Over  alio  thing,  ont-takon  Crist  on-lofto, 
Custance,  your  child,  liir  recoxnandcth 

of  to  (ii*<>) 

Un-to  your  grace,  for  I  shal  to  Surryi*, 
No  shal  I  nover  soon  yow  more  with  yt^.  28<» 

Alias  !  un-to  tho  Barbro  nacioun 
I  mosto  anon,  sin  that  it  is  >imr  willo  ; 
But  Crist,  that  starf  for  our  re<lcmpoionn. 
So  yevo  mo  grace,  his  hestes  to  fulfiUo- ; 
I,  ■wreccho   womman,  no  fors  though   I 

spille,  285 

Wommen    an;    l>om    to   thraldom    and 

penance. 
And  to  ben  under  mannes  governance.' 

I  trowe,  ot  Troye,  whan  Pirrus  brak  tho 
wal  (19:)) 

Or  Ylion  brcnde,  at  Thebes  tho  citee,  28*) 
yat  Homo,  for  tho  harm  thurgh  Hanibal 
That  Romayns  hath  venquisshed  tymes 

tlireo, 
Nas  herd  swich  tendre  woping  for  pitce 
As  in  tho  chambro  was  for  hir  departliigo ; 
Bot  forth  she  moot,  wlier-so  she  wepo  or 
singe. 

O  firsto  mocving  cruel  firmament,  295 
With  thy  diurnal  sweigh  that  crowdcst  ay 
And  hurlest  al  from  Est  til  Occident,  (199) 
That  naturoUy  woldo  holde  another  way. 
Thy  crowding  sot  tho  hoven  in  swich  army 
At  tho  beginning  of  this  fiers  viage,  3011 
That  cruel  Mars  hath  slayn  this  mariagc 

Infortunat  ascendent  tortuous, 
Of  which  tho  lord  is  helplcs  falle,  alias! 
Out  of  his  angle  in-to  tho  dorkcst  hous. 
O  Mars,  O  Atazir,  as  in  this  cas  !  305 

O  foblo  mone,  unliappy  boon  thy  pas ! 
Thou  knittest    theo  ther  thou  art  nat 

rccoj-ved, 
Ther  thou  were  weel,  fro  thennes  artow 

wcyved.  (jio) 
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Imprudent  om])eroar  of  Rome,  alias  !  509 
Was  thcr  no  philosophre  in  til  thy  toun  ? 
Is  no  t^nno  bet  than  other  in  swich  cos  ? 
Of  viag^o  is  ther  noon  eleccioun, 
Xamely  to  folk  of  hoif^h  condicioun, 
Nat  whan  a  roto  is  of  a  birthe  y-knowe  ? 
Alias  !  wo  bon  to  lowed  or  to  slowe.      315 

To  shippo  is  brought  this  wofiil  fairo  maydo 
Solompnely,  with  every  circumstance. 
'  Now  Jesu  Crist  be  with  yow  alio,'  she 

sayde ;  (aat)) 

Ther    nis    nomore    but   'farewel!    faire 

Custanco ! '  319 

She  pejuethhirtomakegood  countenance, 
And  forth  I  leto  hir  sayle  in  this  manere, 
And  tume  I  wol  agayn  to  my  matorc. 

The  moder  of  the  sowdan,  welle  of  vyces, 
KspyiVl  hath  hir  sones  pleyn  entente, 
How  he  wol  lete  his  oldo  sacrifyccs,      335 
And  right  anon  she  for  hir  conseil  sente ; 
And  they  ben  come,  to  knowo  what  she 

mcnte. 
And  when  assembled  was  this  folk  in-fere. 
She  sotte  hir  doun,  and  sayde  as  ye  shol 

here,  (J31) 

'  Lordcs,*  quod  she,  *yo  knowen  cvorichon. 
How  that  my  sone  in  point  is  for  to  lete  331 
The  holy  lawcs  of  our  Alkaron, 
Yevcn  by  goddes  message  Makomete. 
But  oon  avow  to  grete  god  I  hete,  334 
The  Ij^  shal  rather  out  of  my  body  sterte 
Than  Makometes  lawe  out  of  m3ru  herto ! 

What  shulde  us  tyden  of  this  nowe  lawe 
But  thraldom  to  our  bodies  and  penance  ? 
And  afterward  in  hello  to  bo  drawe    (^41) 
For  wo  reneyed  Mohoun  our  creonoe  ?  340 
But,  lordes,  wol  yo  maken  assurance, 
As  I  shal  seyn,  assenting  to  my  lore, 
And  I  shall  make  us  sauf  for  evermore  ? ' 

They  sworon  and  ossenton,  every  man,  344 
To  live  with  hir  and  dye,  and  by  hir  stonde ; 
And  everich,  in  the  beste  wyso  he  can, 
To  strengthen  hir  shal  alle  his  freendes 

i'ondo  ; 
And  she  hath  this  empiyse  y-take  on 

honde,  (a^o) 


Which  ye  shal  heron  that  I  shal  devysc, 
And  to  hem  alle  she  spak  right  in  this 
wyso.  350 

*  We  shul  first  fe^'ne  us  cristcndom  to  take, 
Cold  water  shal  not  grove  us  but  a  Ij'to  ; 
And  I  shol  swich  a  feste  and  revel  make, 
That,  as  I  trowo,  I  shal  the  sowdan  quyte. 
For  though  his  wyf  bo  cristnod  never  so 

wh^-to,  355 

She  shal  have  node  to  wasshe  awey  the 

rede, 
Thogh  she  a  font-ful  water  with  hir  Icdo.* 

O  sowdonesse,  roto  of  iniquitoe,  (^60) 

Virago,  thou  Semjnram  the  sccoundc, 
O  serpent  under  femininiteo,  360 

Lyk  to  the  serpent  dope  in  hello  y-bouude, 
O  feyned  wommon,  al  that  may  confoundo 
Vertu  and  innocence,  thurgh  thy  malyco, 
Is  bred  in  thoo,  as  nest  of  every  vyco  ! 

O  Satan,  cnWous  sin  thilke  day  365 

That  thou  were  chased  from  our  heritage, 
Wol  knowestow  to  wommon  the  oldo  way  ! 
Thou  madest  Eva  bringo  us  in  servago.  (271)) 
Thou  wolt  fordoon  this  cristen  mariago. 
Thyn  instrument  so,  weylawoy  the  whylo ! 
Makestow  of  wommen,  whan  thou  wolt 
begyle.  371 

This  sowdan^se,  whom  I  thus  blame  and 

warie, 
Loot  prively  hir  conseil  goon  hir  way. 
What  sholdo  I  in  this  talo  longer  tario  ? 
She  rydotli  to  the  sowdan  on  a  day,      375 
And  seyde  him,  that  she  woldo  renej-o 

hir  lay. 
And  cristendom  of  preestes  handes  fonge, 
Bepenting  hir  she  hethen  was  so  longe,(  j8(>) 

Biseching  him  to  d(Jon  hir  that  hcmour. 
That  she  mosto  hau  the  cristen  men  to 
feste  ;  380 

*  To  plesen  hem  I  wol  do  my  labour.* 
The  sowdan  seith,  *  I  wol  don  at  your  liosto,' 
And  kneling  thanketh  hir  of  that  request  0. 
So  glad  he  was,  ho  nisto  what  to  seye ; 
She  kisto  hir  sone,  and  hoom  she  gooth 

hir  weye.  385 

explicit  prima  pars.      Sequitur 
pars  secunda. 
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Anyved  ben  this  Cristen  folk  to  londe. 
In  Surrie,  with  a  greet  solempne  route, 
And  hastily  this  sowdan  sente  his  sonde, 
First   to  his   moder,  and   al  the  reg^o 

ftboute,  (391) 

And  scyde,  his  wyf  was  comen,  out  of 

doute,  390 

And  preyde  hir  for  to  rydo  agayn  the 

quene, 
The  honour  of  his  regne  to  sustene. 

Qret  was  the  prees,  cmd  richo  was  th'array 
Of  Sunions  and  Romayns  met  y-fere  ; 
The  modor  of  the  sowdan,  riche  and  gay, 
Receyveth  hir  with  al-so  glad  a  chere  396 
As  any  moder  mighto  hir  doghter  dere, 
-Vnd  to  the  nexte  citoo  ther  bi^yde      (300) 
A  softe  pas  solempnely  they  ryde. 

Xoght  trowe  I  the  triumphe  of  Julius,  400 
Of  which  that  Lucan  maketh  swich  a  host, 
Was  royaller,  ne  more  curious 
Than  was  th'ossemblee  of  this  blisfal  host. 
But  this  scorpioun,  this  wikked  gost, 
The  sowdanesse,  for  al  hir  flateringe,  405 
Cnst«  under  this  ful  mortally  to  stinge. 

The  sowdan  comth  him-solf  sone  after  this 
80  royally,  that  wonder  is  to  telle,  (310) 
And  welcometh  hir  with  alio  joye  and  blis. 
And  thus  in  merthe  and  joye  I  Icte  hem 

dwello.  410 

The  fmyt  of  this  matere  is  that  I  telle. 
Whan  tymo  cam,  men  thoughte  it  for  the 

boste 
That  revel  stinte,  and  men  goon  to  hir 

reste. 

The  tymo  cam,  tills  olde  sowdanesse  414 
Ordeyncd  hath  this  foste  of  which  I  tolde, 
.\nd  to  the  feste  Cristen  folk  hem  dresse 
In  general,  ye  !  botheyonge  and  olde.  (319) 
Here  may  men  feste  and  royalteo  biholde. 
And  doyntees  mo  than  I  can  yow  devyse. 
But  al  to  dere  they  boughte  it  er  they  rjrse. 

< )  sodeyn  wo  !  that  ever  art  successour  421 
To   worldly  blisse,  spreynd  with   bitter- 

nosse; 
Th'  endo  of  the  joye  of  our  worldly  labour ; 
Wo  occupieth  the  fyn  of  our  gladncsse. 
Herke  this  conseil  for  thy  sikemesse,  435 


Up-on  thy  glade  day  have  in  thy  minde 
The  unwar  wo  or  harm  that  comth  bi« 
hinde. 

For  shortly  for  to  tellon  at  o  word,    (330) 
The  sowdan  and  the  Cristen  everichone 
Ben  al  to-hewe  and  stiked  at  the  bord,  430 
But  it  were  only  dame  Custance  allone. 
This  olde  sowdanesse,  cursed  crone, 
Hath  with  hir  frendes  doon  this  cursed 

dede, 
For  she  hir-self  wolde  al  the  oontree  lede. 

Ne  ther  was  Surrien  noon  that  was  con- 
verted   '  435 

That  of  the  conseil  of  the  sowdan  woot, 

That  he  nas  al  to-hewe  er  he  asterted. 

And  Custance  han  they  take  anon,  foot- 
hoot,  (340) 

And  in  a  shippe  al  sterelees,  god  woot. 

They  han  hir  set,  and  bidde  hir  lerne 
sayle  440 

Out  of  Surrye  agaynward  to  Itayle. 

A  certein  tresor  that  she  thider  laddo, 
And,  sooth  to  sajm,  vitaille  g^t  plenteo 
They  han  hir  yeven,  and  clothes  eek  she 

hadde. 
And  forth  she  sayleth  in  the  salte  see.  445 
O  my  Custance,  ful  of  benignitec, 
O  emperoures  yonge  doghter  dere,      (349) 
He  that  is  lord  of  fortune  be  thy  store ! 

She  blesseth  hir,  and  with  ful  pitous  voys 
Un-to  the  croys  of  Crist  thus  seydo  she, 
'  O  clore,  o  welful  autcr,  holy  croys,  451 
Reed  of  the  lambes  blood  full  of  pitee, 
That  wesh  the  world  fro  the  olde  iniquitee, 
Me  fro  the  feend,  and  fro  his  clawes  kepe. 
That  day  that  I  shal  drenchen  in  the 
dei)0.  455 

Victorious  tree,  proteocioun  of  trewe, 
That  only  worthy  were  for  to  here      (359) 
The  king  of  hovcn  with  his  woundes  news, 
The  whjrte  lamb,  that  hurt  was  with  the 

spere,  459 

Flemer  of  feendos  out  of  him  and  here 
On  which  thy  limes  feithfnlly  oxtendon, 
Me  keep,  and  yif  me  might  my  lyf  t'amen- 

den.' 
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Yeros  and  dnyos  fioot  this  croatnro 
Thuighont  iho  soe  of  Groco  nn-to  tho  i 
strayte  j 

Of  Marrok,  as  it  wor  liir  avcntrtre  ;       465 
On  many  a  sory  meel  now  may  sho  ba^'to ; 
After  her  docth  ful  often  may  sho  wayte, 
Er  that  tho  wildo  wawes  wol  hir  dryvo 
Un-to  tho  place,  thor  sho  shal  anryve.  (371) 

Hen  mighton  askon   why  she  was  not 
slayn  ?  470 

Eok  at  tlie  feste  who  mightchirlKxIy  savo? 

And  I  answero  to  that  domaundo  agayn, 

Who  saved  l>amel  in  tho  horrible  cave, 

Thor  every  wiglit  suvo  he,  maister  and  1 
knave,  474 

Was  with  the  leoiin  freto  er  he  asterto  ?      . 

No  wight  bat  god,  that  ho  bar  in  liis  horto.  I 

Ood  listo  to  shcwe  his  wonderful  miraclo 
In  hlr,  for  we  sholde  seen  his  mighty 
werkes ;  (380) 

Crist,  which  that  is  to  every  harm  triacle. 
By  oertein  menes  ofto,  as  knowen  clerkes, 
Doth  thing  for   certein    ende    that  ful 
derk  is  481 

To  mannes  wit,  that  for  our  ignorance 
Xe  c<mno  not  knowo  his  prudent  pur- 
veyance. 

Now,  sith  sho  was  not  at  the  fcste  y-slawe, 
Who  kepte  hir  fro  the  drenching  in  the 

see?  485 

Who  kepte  Jonas  in  the  fisshcs  mawo 
Til  he  was  spouted  up  at  Ninivee  ? 
Wei  may  men  knowe  it  was  no  wight 

but  lie  (390) 

That  kepte  i)oplo  Ebraik  fro  hir  drench- 

inge. 
With  drye  feet  thurgli-out  the  see  juiss- 

inge.  490 

Who  bad  tho  fonro  spirits  of  tempest. 
That  power  han  t'anoyen  land  and  see, 
^Bothe  north  and  south,  and  also  west 

and  est, 
Anoyeth  neither  see,  ne  land,  no  tree?' 
Sothly,  tho  eomaundonr  of  that  was  he, 
That  fro  tho  tempest  ay  tliis  womman 

kepte  496 

As  wel  whan  [that]  sho  wook  as  whan  she 

■lepte. 


Whcr  mighto  this  womman  mete  and 

drinkehave?  (4tM>) 

Throe  yeer  and   more    how  lastotli  hir 

vitaille?  40*) 

Who  fcddc  the  Egipcien  Mario  in  tho  cnvr, 
Or  in  desert?   no  wight  but  Crist,  sans 

faille. 
Tyve  thousand  folk  it  was  ns  grot  mcr- 

vaillo 
With  loves  fyvo  and  Asshrs  two  to  fode. 
God  sento  his  foison  at  hir  grctc  ncdo. 

Sho  dryveth  forth  in-to  our  occoan      51^5 
Thurgh-out  our  wildo  sec,  til,  atto  la.ste, 
Under  an  hold  that  uempnon  I  ne  can, 
Fer  in  Northumberlond   the  wawe   hir 

caste,  '4i<>) 

And  in  the  sond  hir  ship  stikoil  so  fusto. 
That  tliennes  woldo  it  noght  of  nl  n  tydo, 
Tho  willo  of  Crist  was  that  sho  diuMo 

abyde.  511 

Tho  constable  of  tho  castel  douu  is  fare 

To  soon  this  wrak,  and  al  the  6hii>  ho 
soghte. 

And  fond  this  wory  womman  ful  of  euro  ; 

Ho  fond  also  the  tresor  that  sho  broghto. 
i  In  hlr  langago  mercy  she  bisoghto        516 
[  Tho  \yf  out  of  hir  body  for  to  twinno,  '4K)) 

Hir  to  delivero  of  wo  that  sho  was  inno. 

A  maner  Latin  corrupt  was  hir  spochc, 
But  algates  thor-by  was  she  nnder8t4>ndc ; 
The  constable,  whan  him  list  no  longer 

seche,  5  j  ( 

This  woful  womman  broghto  ho  to  tho 

londe ; 
Sho  kneleth  doun,  and  thanketh*  goddes 

sonde. 
But  what  she  was,  she  wolde  no  man  se^-e, 
For  foul  ne  fair,  thogh  that  she  shuldo 

deyo.  535 

She  seydo,  she  was  so  mased  in  the  see 
That  sho  forgat  hir  minde,  by  hir  troutho; 
Tho  constable  hath  of  hir  so  greet  pitec. 
And  eok  his  wj'f,  that  they  wepen  for 
routhe,  (431)  5^9 

She  was  so  diligent,  with-outen  sloutho, 
To  serve  and  plesen  overich  in  that  place. 
That  alle  hir  loven  that  loken  on  hir  face. 
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'fliis  constable  and  dame  Hormengikl  his 

Were  paycns,  an«l   that  contreo   ovcry- 

whore  ; 
But  Hormenpild  lovedc  hir  right  as  hir 

lyf,  5.VJ 

And  Ciistance  hath  so  longe  sojoamcd 

there, 
In  orisons,  with  many  a  bitter  tere. 
Til  Jcsu  hath  converte<l  thurgh  liis  grace 
Dame  Hermengild,  constablesse  of  that 

place.  (440  539 

In  al  that  lend  no  Cristen  durste  route, 
Alle  Cristen  folk  bon  fled  fro  that  contree 
Thurgh     payens,    that    conqnerodcn    al 

abonte 
The  plages  of  the  North,  by  land  and  see  ; 
To  Walis  fled  the  Cristianitee 
Of  oldo  Britons,  dwellinge  in  this  yle  ;  545 
Ther  was  hir  refut  for  the  mene  whyle. 

But  yet  nere  Cristen  Britons  so  exyled  (449) 
That  ther  noro  somme  that  in  hir  privetoo 
Hononre<l  Crist,  and  hethen  folk  bigyled  ; 
And  ny  the  castel  swiche  ther  dwelton 

three.  550 

That  oon  of  hem  was  blind,  and  mighte 

nat  SCO 
But  it  were  with  thilke  yi-n  of  his  minde, 
With  whiche  men  seen,  after  that  they 

ben  blindo. 

Bright  was  the  sonno  as  in  that  somcres 

day,  554 

For  which  the  constable  and  his  wyf  also 
And  Custance  han  y-take  the  righte  way 
Toward  the  see,  a  furlong  wey  or  two, 
To  pleyen  antl  to  romen  to  and  fro ;  (460) 
And  in  hir  walk  this  blindo  man  they 

mette  559 

Croked  and  old,  with  ytn  faste  y-shetto. 

'  In   name  of   Crist,'  crydo  tliis    blindo 

Brit  on  n, 
'  Dame   Hermengild,   yif  me   my   sighte 

agayn.' 
This  lady  wex  affraycd  of  the  soun, 
Lost  that  hir  housbond,   shortly  for  to 

sayn, 
Woldo  hir  for  Jesu  Cristes  love  han  slayn, 


Til  Cnstonce  made  hir  bold,  and  bad  hir 

wercho  566 

The  wil  of  Crist,  as  doghter  of  his  chircho. 

Tlio  constable  wex  abasshcd  of  that  sight, 
And  seyde,  '  what  amounteth  al  this  fare?' 
Custance  answerdo,    'sire,   it  is  Cristes 
might,  (472)  570 

That  helpeth  folk  out  of  the  fcendes  snaro.* 
And  so  ferforth  sho  gan  our  lay  declare, 
That  she  the  constable,  or  that  it  were  evo, 
Converted,  and  on  Crist  mode  him  bileve. 

This  constable  was  no-thing  lord  of  this 

place  (4/7)  575 

Of  which  I  speke,  ther  he  Custance  fond, 
But  kepto  it  strongly,  many  wintres  space, 
Under  Alhi,  king  of  al  Nt)rthnmberlond, 
That  was  ful  wys,  and  worthy  of  his  hond. 
Agayn  the  Scottes,  as  men  may  wel  here, 
Bat  tame  I  wol  agayn  to  my  matore.  581 

Sathan,  that  ever  ns  waiteth  to  bigyle, 
Saugh  of  Custance  al  hir  perfeccioun, 
And  caste  anon  how  he  mighte  quytc  hir 

whyle, 
And  mado  a  yong  knight,  that  dwelto  in 

tliat  toun,  585 

Love  hir  so  bote,  of  foul  affeccioun, 
That  vorraily  him   thought o   ho   shuldo 

spill©  (489) 

But  he  of  hir  mighte  ones  have  his  willo. 

He  wowoth  hir,  but  it  availloth  noght. 
She  wolde  do  no  sinne,  by  no  woyo  ;     590 
And,   for  despyt,   he   compassed   in  his 

thoght 
To  maken  hir  on  shamfnl  deth  to  doyo. 
He  waytoth  whan  the  constable  was  aweyo, 
And  prively,  nx)-on  a  night,  he  crepto  594 
In  Hormengildcs  chambre  whyl  sho  slepte. 

Wery,  for-waked  in  her  orisoans, 
Slepeth  Cnstanco,  and  Hermengild  also. 
This  knight,   thurgh   Sathanas  tempto- 

cionns,  (500) 

Al  softely  is  to  the  l)ed  y-go. 
And  kitto  the  throte  of  Hermengild  a-two, 
And    leyde    the    blody    knyf   by    damo 

Custance,  60  x 

And  went©  his  wey,  ther  god  3r©ve  him 

mcschanco ! 
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Sone  after  coxnth  this  constable  Loom 

agnyn, 
And  oek  Alln,  that  king  was  of  that  lond, 
And  saufjrh  his  wyf  despitoosly  y-slayn,  605 
For  which  ful  ofto  he  weep  and  wrong  his 

hond, 
Ami  in  the  bed  the  blody  knyf  he  fond 
I)y  dame  Ciistance ;  alias !  what  mighte  I 

shosoye?  (510) 

For  verray  wo  hir  wit  was  al  aweyo. 

To  king  Alia  was  told  al  this  meschance, 
And  oek  the  t>'nie,  and  where,  and  in 
what  wyse  611 

That  in  a  ship  was  fonnden  dame  Cnstance, 
As  heer-bifom  that  ye  lian  herd  dovyse. 
The  kinges  hcrte  of  pitee  gan  agryse, 
Whan  ho  sangh  so  bcnigne  a  creature  615 
Falle  in  disese  and  in  misa venture. 

For  as  the  lomb  toward  his  deeth  is  broght, 
So  stant  this  innocent  bifore  the  king ; 
This  false  knight  that  hath  this  trosonn 

wroght  (5^0 

Berth  hir  on  hond  that  she  hath  doon 

this  thing.  6ao 

i  But    natholecs,    ther    was    [ful]    greet 

mtMrning 
Among  the  ixjple,  and  soyn, '  they  can  not 

gesse 
That  slio  hath  do<m  so  greet  a  wikkcd- 

nosse.  623 

For  they  han  scyn  hir  ever  so  vertuous, 
And  loving  Hernicngild  right  as  her  lyf.* 
Of  this  bar  witncsse  evcrich  in  that  hous 
Save  he  that  Hermengild  slow  with  his 

knyf. 
Tliis  gentil  king  hath  caught  a  gret  motyf 
Of  this  witncsse,  and  thoghto  he  wolde  I 

cnquero  (531)  j 

Dopper  in  this,  a  trouthe  for  to  lere,     630 

Alios !  Custance !  thou  host  no  championn, 
Xe  ilghte  constow  nought,  so  weylawey ! 
Hnt  ho,  that  starf  for  our  redempcioun 
And  l)ond  Sathan  (and  yit  lyth  ther  he 

lay) 
S4>  be  thy  strongo  cluunpioun  this  day !  635 
For,  but-if  Crist  open  miracle  kythe, 
Withouten  gilt  thou  shalt  be  sUyn  as 

swytho. 


She  sette  her  doun  on  knees,  and  thus 
she  saydo,  (54<>) 

'  Immortal  god,  that  savedest  Snsanno 

Fro  false  blame,  and  thou,  merciful 
mayde,  640 

Mar>'  I  mene,  doghter  to  Seint  Anne, 

Bifore  whos  chUd  aungeles  singe  Osanne, 

If  I  be  giltleos  of  this  felonye. 

My  socour  be,  for  olles  I  shal  dye  ! '      644 

Have  ye  nat  seyn  som  tyme  a  pale  face, 
Among  a  prees,  of  him  that  hath  bo  lad 
Toward  his  deeth,  wher-as  him  gat  no 

grace, 
And  swich  a  colour  in  his  face  hath  had, 
Men  mighte  knowe  his  face,  tluit  was 

bistad,  (55  0 

Amongcs  alle  the  faces  in  that  route :  650 
So  stant  Custance,  and  loketh  hir  aboute. 

O  queues,  livinge  in  prospcritee. 
Duchesses,  and  yo  ladies  evcrichonc, 
Haveth  som  routhe  on  hir  adversiteo ; 
An  emperouros  doghter  stant  allone  ;  655 
She  hath  no  wight  to  whom  to  make  hir 

mone. 
O  blood  royal,  tliat  stondost  in  this  drovl;', 
Fer  ben  thy  frccndes  at  thy  greto  nedo ! 

I  This  Alia  king  hath  swich  compassioun, 
I  As  gcntil  hcrte  is  fulfild  of  pitee,  (^6^)  6(io 
That  from  his  yC-n  ran  the  water  doun. 

*  Now  hastily  do  fecche  a  book,'  quo<l  ho, 

*  And  if  this  knight  wol  swcreu  how  that 
she 

This  womman  slow,  yet  wolo  we  us  avyso 

Whom  that  we  wolo  that  shal  ben  our 

justyso.*  665 


A  Briton  book,  writen  with  Evangj-los, 
W^as  fet,  and  on  this  l)o«>k  he  swoor  anoon 
She  gilty  was,  and  in  the  mene  whylcs 
A  hand  him  smoot  ujion  the  nekktvboon, 
That  doun  he  fil  atones  as  a  sto<.>n,  (^^j2)  ()7«> 
And  bothe  his  y«>n  broste  out  of  his  face 
In  sight  of  ever>-  body  in  that  place. 

A  voia  was  henl  in  general  audience. 
And    scyde,    *  thou    hast     dcsdauiulrcd 

giltelecs 
The    doghter    of   holy  chircho    in    hey 

presonc* ;  675 
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Thus  haston  doon,  and  yet  holde  I  my 

pees.' 
Of  this  xnervaille  agast  was  al  the  prees ; 
As  mased  folk  they  stoden  everichonet  (580) 
For  dredo  of  wreche,  save  distance  allone. 

Greet  was  the  dredo  and  eek  the  repent- 
ance 680 

Of  hem  that  hadden  wrong  snspeccionn 

Upon  this  sely  innocent  Custance ; 

And,  for  this  miracle,  in  conclosionn, 

And  by  Cnstancos  mediacioun, 

The  king,  and  many  another  in  that 
place,  685 

Converted  was,  thanked  ho  Cristes  grace! 

This  false  knight  was  slayn  for  his  nn- 

trouthe 
By  jugement  of  Alia  hastifly ;  (S9o) 

And  yet  Custance  hadde  of  his  deeth  gret 

rontho. 
And  after  this  Jesus,  of  his  mercy,       690 
Atade  Alia  wcdtlen  fnl  solempnoly 
This  holy  maydcn,  that  is  so  bright  and 

shene, 
And  thus  hath  Crist  y-raaad   Custance 

a  queue. 

But  who  was  woful,  if  I  shal  nat  lye, 
Of  this  wedding  but  Donegild,  and  na  mo, 
The  kinges  moder,  ful  of  tirannye  ?  696 
Hir  thoughte  hir  cursed  horte  brast  a>two ; 
She  woldo  noght  hir  sone  ha<l  do  so ;  (600) 
Hir  thoughte  a  despit,  that  he  sholde  take 
So  strange  a  creature  un-to  his  make.  700 

Me  list  nat  of  the  chaf  nor  of  the  stree 
Maken  so  long  a  tale,  as  of  the  com. 
What  sholde  I  tellen  of  the  royaltee 
At  mariage,  or  which  cours  gooth  bifom, 
Who  bloweth  in  a  trompe  or  in  an  horn  ? 
The  fruit  of  every  tale  is  for  to  seye  ;    706 
They  cte,  and  drinke,  and  daunce,  and 
singe,  and  pleye. 

They  goon  to  bedde,  as  it  was  skile  and 

right ;  (610) 

For,   thogh   that  wyvea  been    ftil    holy 

thinges. 
They  moste  tuke  in  pacienoe  at  night  710 
Swich  maner  necessaries  as  been  plesinges 
To  folk  that  han  y-wedded  hem  with 
ringcs, 


And  leye  a  lyte  hir  holinesse  asyde 
As  for  the  tyme ;  it  may  no  bet  bityde. 

On  hir  he  gat  a  knave-child  anoon,       715 
And  to  a  bishop  and  his  constable  eke 
He  took  his  wyf  to  kei)e,  whan  he  is  goon 
To  Scotland- ward,  his  fo-men  for  to  seke ; 
Now  faire  Custance,  that  is  so  humble 

and  meke,  (621) 

So  longe  is  goon  with  childe,  til  that  stille 
She  halt  hir  chambre,  abyding  Cristes 

wille.  721 

The  tjrme  is  come,  a  knave-child  she  ber ; 
Manricius  at  the  font-stoon  they  him  callo ; 
This  constable  dooth  forth  come  a  mes- 

sager. 
And  wroot  un-to  his  king,  that  clei)ed 

was  Alle,  735 

How  that  this  blisful  tyding  is  bifalle, 
And  othere  tydings  speedful  for  to  seye ; 
He  tak  *th  the  lettre,  and  forth  he  gooth 

his  weye.  (630) 

This  messagor,  to  doon  his  avantage,    729 
Vn-to  the  kinges  moder  rydeth  swythe. 
And  salueth  hir  ful  faire  in  his  langage, 
'  Madame,'  quod  he,  '  ye  may  bo  glad  and 

blythe. 
And  thanke  god  an  hundred  thousand 

sythe; 
My  lady  queue  hath  child,  with-outen 

doute,  734 

To  joye  and  blisse  of  al  this  regno  abonte. 

Lo,  heer  the  lettres  seled  of  this  thing. 
That  I  mot  here  with  al  the  haste  I  may; 
If  ye  wol  aught  un-to  your  sone  the  king, 
I  am  your  servant,  bothe  night  and  day.' 
Donegild  answerde,  *  as  now  at  this  tyme, 

nay ;  (643)  740 

But  heer  al  night  I  wol  thou  take  thy 

reste, 
Tomorwe  wol  I  seye  thee  what  me  leste.' 

This  messager  drank  sadly  ale  and  wyn, 
And  stolen  were  his  lettre  prively 
Out  of  his  box,  whyl  he  sleep  aa  a  swsm ; 
And  countrefeted  was  ful  subtilly        746 
Another  lettre,  wroght  ful  sinfViIly, 
Un-to  the  king  direct  of  this  matero  (650) 
Fro  his  constable,  as  ye  shal  after  here. 
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The  Icttre  Hpnk,  ^  the  qneon  dclivGrod  was 
Of  BO  horriblo  a  fccndly  creature,  751 

That  in  the  cnstol  nocm  so  hardy  was 
That  any  whylo  dorste  ther  ondoro. 
Tho  moder  was  an  elf,  by  aventure 
Y-como,  by  charmes  or  by  sorcerye,      755 
And  ©very  wight  hateth  hir  companye.' 

Wo  was  this  king  whan  he  this  lettro 
had  soyn,  (659) 

Bat  to  no  wighto  he  tolde  his  sorwes  sore, 
But  of  his  owcnc  liondo  ho  wroot  ageyUy 
*  Welcome  tho  sonde  of  Crist  for  evermore 
To  mo,  that  am  now  lerned  in  his  loro ;  761 
Lord,    welcome    bo    thy   lust    and    thy 

plesanncc, 
My  lust  I  putte  al  in  thyn  ordinaunce ! 

Kepeth  this  child,  al  be  it  foul  or  fair, 
And    eek    jny    wyf,   un-to    xnyn    hoom- 

comiuge ;  765 

Crist,  whan  him  list,  may  sende  me  on 

heir 
More  ogreablo  than  this  to  my  lykinge.' 
This  lettro  he  seleth,  privcly  wopinge,  (670) 
Which  to  tho  messagcr  was  take  souo. 
And  forth  lie  gooth ;  ther  is  na  more  to 

done.  770 

O  mcssager,  fulfild  of  dronkenc8S(>, 
Strong  is  thy  brecth,  thy  limes  faltren  ay, 
And  thou  biwreyest  olio  sccreenesse. 
Thy  mind  is  lorn,  thou  jonglost  as  a  jay. 
Thy  face  is  turned  in  a  newo  array !     775 
Ther  dronkcnesse  regneth  in  any  route, 
Ther  is  no  conseil  hid,  with-outen  doute. 

O  Donogild,  I  ne  havo  noon  English  digne 
Un-to  thy  malice  and  thy  tirannye !  (681) 
And  therfor  to  tho  feend  I  thee  resigne. 
Let  him  cndyten  of  thy  traitorye  !        781 
ly,  mannish,  fy  !  o  nay,  by  god,  I  lye, 
¥y^  Jeendly  spirit,  for  I  dar  wol  telle. 
Though  thou  heer  wolke,  thy  spirit  is  in 
hello !  784 

This  messAgcr  comth  fro  tho  king  ogajm. 
And  at  tho  kingos  modros  court  ho  lighto, 
And  she  was  of  this  mcssager  ful  fayn^ 
And    plescd    him    in  al  that   over   sho 

mightc.  (690) 

Ho  drank,   and  wol  his    girdol    uuder- 

pighto. 


He  slepoth,  and  ho  snoroth  in  his  gyso  790 
Al  night,  fun-til  tho  Sonne  gan  aryse. 

Eft  were  his  lot  t  res  stolen  everichon 
And  countrefeted  lettrcs  in  this  wjrge  ; 
*■  The  king  comondeth  his  constable  anon, 
Up  peyno  of  hanging,  and  on  heigh  ju>^», 
That  he  no  sliolde  suifren  in  no  wyso   796 
Custance  in-with  his  regno  for  t'abyde 
Thro  daycs  and  a  quarter  of  a  tydo  ;  (700) 

But  in  the  same  ship  as  he  hir  fond, 
Hir  and  hir  yongo  sono,  and  al  hir  gere, 
He  sholde  putte,  and  croitdo  hir  fro  tho 

lend,  8(.)i 

And  charge  hir  that  she  never  eft  come 

there.' 
O  my  Custance,  wcl  may  thy  goost  have 

fere 
And  sloping  in  thy  dreem  been  in  penance, 
When  Donegild  cAste  al  this  ordinance  ! 

This  messager  on  morwe,  whan  he  wook, 
Un-to  tho  costel  halt  tho  next©  wey,  (709) 
And  to  tho  constable  ho  tho  lottro  took  ; 
And  whan  that  ho  this  pitous  lottro  sey, 
Ful  ofte  ho  seydo   '  alias  ! '    and   '  wey- 

lawey ! '  810 

*  Lord   Crist,'   quod   ho,    '  how  may  this 

world  endure  ? 
So  ful  of  sinne  is  many  a  creature ! 

O  mighty  god,  if  that  it  be  thy  A^ille, 
Sith  thou  art  rightful  jugo,  how  may  it  bo 
That  thou  wolt  suffren  innocents  to  spill(>, 
And  wikked  folk  regno  in  prosperitce?  816 
O  good  Custance,  alias !  so  wo  is  me 
Tliut  I  mot  be  thy  tormentour,  or  deyo 
On  shames  deeth;    ther  is  noon  other 
weye!*  (7^1) 

Wopen  botho  yonge  and  oldo  in  al  that 

place,  8ii) 

W^han  that  tho  king  this  cursed  lettro 

sento. 
And  Custance,  with  a  dcodly  pale  face, 
Tlie  fortho  day  toward  hir  sliip  she  wonto. 
But  natheles  she  taketh  in  good  entente 
The  willo  of  Crist,  and,  kneling  on  the 

stronde,  8.25 

Sho  seyde,    '  lord !    ay  wol-com   bo  thy 

sonde ! 
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Ho  tliat  mo  kcpto  fro  tho  false  bloxno 
Wbyl  I  was  on  tho  londo  amonges  yow, 
He  can  mo  kepo  from  haxmo  and  oek  fro 
shaiiio  (731) 

In  suite  soo,  al-thogh  I  seo  nat  how.     830 
As  stn»ng  as  ever  he  was,  ho  is  yet  now. 
In  him  tmto  I,  and  in  his  modcr  doro, 
That  is  to  mo  my  scyl  und  eek  my  stero.' 

Hir  litel  child  lay  wcping  in  hir  arm,  834 
And  kneliug,  pitously  to  him  she  seyde^ 
'  Fees,   litel    sonc,   I   wol    do    thee    non 

harm.' 
With  tliat  hir  kerchef  of  hir  heed  she 

breydo, 
And  over  his  litel  yfin  she  it  leydo  ;    (740) 
And  in  hir  arm  sho  Inlloth  it  ful  faste, 
And  in-to  hcvon  hir  y(^n  up  she  caste.  840 

'  Modc>r,'  quod  she,  '  and  maydo  bright,  '. 

Marj-o, 
Sooth  is  that  thnrgh  wommannos  cgge- 

ment 
Mankind  was  lorn  and  damned  ay  to  dye. 
For  which  thy  child  was  on  a  croys  y- 

rent ; 

Thy  blisful  yi^n  sawo  al  his  torment ;    845 
Tlian  is  ther  no  comparisoun  bitweno 
Thy  wo  and  any  wo  man  may  snstene. 

Thou  cawo  thy  child  y-slayn  bifor  th3ai 

.ven,  (750) 

And  yot  in>w  livoth  my  litel  child,  parfay ! 
Now,   lady  bright,  to  whom   alle  woful 

tryr-n,  850 

Thoxi  glorio  of  wommanhcde,  thou  faire  ; 

may,  | 

Thou  haven  of  refut,  brighte  sterre  of  day, 
llewo  on  my  cliild,  that  of  tliy  gentillesso 
Rcwcst  on  every  rowful  in  distresse  I 

O  litel  child,  alias !  what  is  thy  gilt,     855  i 
That    never    wronghtcst    sinno    as    yot, 

pardeo, 
Why  wil  tliyn  hardo  fader  han  thee  spilt? 
O  mercy,  dero  constable ! '  quod  she ;  (760) 
•  As  lat  my  litel  child  dwello  heer  with 

thee ; 
And  if  thou  darst   not  saven  him,  for 

blame,  8C0 

So  kis  him  ones  in  his  fadrcs  name ! ' 


Ther-with    sho  lokcth    bakward  to  tho 

londo. 
And  seyde,    *far-wel,   housbond   routho- 

lees!' 
And  np  sho  rist,  and  walketh  doun  tho 

stronde 
Towartl  the  ship  ;  hir  folweth  al  tho  procs, 
And  over  she  preyeth  hir  child  to  holde 

his  pees  ;  866 

And  taketh  hir  love,  and  with  an  holy 

entente 
Sho  blesscth  hir;    and   in-to   ship    she 

wente.  (770) 

YitaiUod  was  tho  ship,  it  is  no  drcdo, 
Habiindantly  for  hir,  ful  longo  space,  870 
And  other  necessaries  that  sholdo  node 
She  haddo  y-nogh,  heried  be  goddcs  grace ! 
For  wind  and  weder  almighty  god  pur- 

chace, 
And  bringo  hir  hoom !    I  can  no  bcttro 

seye ;  874 

But  in  the  see  sho  dryvoth  forth  hir  wcyo. 

Explicit  secunda  pars. 
Sequitor  pars  tercla. 

Alia  the  king  comth  hoom,  sono  after  this, 
Unto  his  castel  of  the  which  I  tolde,  (779) 
And  axcth  wher  liis  wyf  and  his  child  is. 
Tho  constable  gan  abouto  his  hcrto  coldo. 
And  pleynly  al  the  manor  ho  him  tolde  88c> 
As  ye  han  herd,  I  can  telle  it  no  bettre, 
And  showcth  tho  king  his  seel  and  [eekj 
his  lottre. 

And  seyde,  *  lord,  as  ye  comaundod  me 
Up  peyne  of  deeth,  so  have  I  doon,  ccrtein.' 
This  messager  tormented  was  til  ho     885 
Moste  biknowe  and  tcUcn,  plat  and  plein, 
Fro  night  to  night,  in  what  place  he  had 

leyn. 
And  thus,  by  wit  and  subtil  enqneringo, 
Ymaginod  was  by  whom  this  harm  gon 

springe.  (791) 

The  hand  was  know©  that  tho  lettre  wroot. 
And  al  the  vcnim  of  this  cursed  dcde,  891 
But  in  what  wjrse,  cortoinly  I  noot. 
Tli'effect  is  this,  that  Alia,  out  of  drodo, 
His  moder  clow,  that  men  may  plcinly 
redo, 
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For  that  ihe  traitonr  was  to  hir  ligeaunce. 

Thus  endeth  olde  Donegild  with    mes- 

channce.  896 

The  sorwe  that  this  Alia,  night  and  day, 
Ifaketh  for  his  wyf  and  for  his  child  also, 
Ther  is  no  tonge  that  it  tollo  may.      (801) 
But  now  wol  I  nn-to  Custanoe  go,         900 
That  fietoth  in  the  see,  in  peyne  and  wo, 
Tyve  yeer  and   more,    aa  lyked  Cristcs 

sonde, 
Er  that  hir  ship  approched  nn-to  londe. 

Under  an  hethcn  castcl,  ntte  laste. 

Of  which  the  name  in  my  text  noght 

I  Ande,  905 

distance  and  ook  hir  child  the  see  np- 

caste. 
Almighty  god,  that  savoth  al  mankinde, 
Have  on  distance  and  on  hir  child  som 

minde,  (810) 

That  fallen  is  in  hethcn  land  ofb-8one,909 
In  point  to  spillo,  as  I  shol  telle  yow  sone. 

Donn  from  the  castel  comth  ther  many 

a  wight 
To  gaoren  on  this  ship  and  on  distance. 
Bnt  shortly,  from  the  castel,  on  a  night, 
The  lordes  styward — god  yeve  him  me»> 

channce ! —  914 

A  thoef,  that  had  reneyed  our  creannce, 
Com  in-to  ship  allone,  and  seyde  he  sholde 
Hir  lemman  be,   wher-so  she  wolde  or 

nolde.  (819) 

Wo  was  this  wrecched  womman  tho  bigon, 
Hir  child  cryde,  and  she  cxyde  pitonsly ; 
Bnt  blisful  Marie  heelp  hir  right  anon  ; 
For  with  hir  strogling  wel  and  mightUy 
The  theef  fll  over  bord  al  sodeinly,        932 
And  in  the  see  he  dreynte  for  vengeance ; 
And  thus  hath  drist  unwemmed  kept 

distance. 

Auctor. 
O  fonlo  lost  of  Inxnrie  !  lo,  thyn  ende ! 
Nat   only   that    thon    fejmtest   mannes 

minde,  9^6 

Bnt  verraily  thou  wolt  his  body  shende ; 
Th*ende  of  thy  werk  or  of  thy  Instes 

blinde  (830) 

Is  compleyning,  how  many-oon  may  men 

iinde 


That  noght  for  werk  som-tyme,  but  for 
th'entente  930 

To  doon  this  sinne,  ben  outher  sleyn  or 
shente ! 

How  may  this  wayke  womman  han  this 

strengthe 
Hir  to  defende  agayn  this  renegat  ? 

0  Gk>lias,  unmesurable  of  lengthe. 

How  mighte  David  make  thee  so  mat,  935 
So  yong  and  of  armure  so  desolat  ? 
How  dorste  he  loke  up-on  thy  drodful  face? 
Wel  may  men  seen,  it  nas  but  goddes 
grace !  (840) 

Who  yaf  Judith  corage  or  hardinesse 
To  sleen  him,  Olofemus,  in  his  tento,  940 
And  to  deliveren  out  of  wrecchedncsse 
The  peple  of  god  ?  I  seye,  for  this  entente. 
That,  right  as  god  spirit  of  vigour  sonte 
To  hem,  and  saved  hem  out  of  meschanco, 
So  sente  he  might  and  vigour  to  Custance. 

Forth  goth  hir  ship  thurgh-out  tho  narwe 

mouth  046 

Of  Jubaltar  and  Scpte,  drjnring  ay, 
Som-tyme  West,   som-tyme    North    and 

South,  •       (85i» 

And  som-tyme  Est,   fVil    many  a  wer>' 

day. 
Til  Cristes  moder  (blessed  be  she  ay !)  950 
Hath  shapen,  thurgh  hir  ondoloes  good- 

nesse, 
To  make  an  ende  of  al  hir  hevincsse. 

Now  lat  us  stinte  of  distance  but  a  throwc, 
And  speke  we  of  the  Bomain  Emperour, 
That  out  of  Surrie  hath  \sy  lettres  knowe 
The  slaughtre  of  Cristen  folk,  and  dis- 
honour 956 
Don  to  his  doghtcr  by  a  fals  traitonr, 

1  mene  the  cursed  wikked  sowdanesse. 
That  at  the  feste  leet  sleen  both  more  and 

lesse.  (861) 

For  which  this  emperour  hath  sent  anoon 
His  senatour,  with  royal  ordinance,     961 
And  othere  lordes,  got  wot,  many  oon, 
On  Surriens  to  taken  heigh  vengeance. 
They  brennen,  sleen,  and  bringe  hem  to 
meschance 
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Ful  niany  a  day;  but  shortly,  thia  i3 
the  ciule,  9'J5 

Hcmward  to  Romo  they  shatMii  horn  to 
weiide. 

This  senatour  repairoth  with  victorie 
To  Romo-ward,  saylinfi^  ful  royally,     (870) 
And  met  to  the  ship  dryving,  as  soith  the 

storic, 
lu  which  Custanco  sit  ful  pitously.       970 
Xo-thiug  no  knew  ho  what  she  was,  ne 

why 
She  was  in  swich  array ;  nc  she  nil  seye 
(^f  hir  estoat,  idthogh  she  sholdo  deye. 

Ho  bringoth  hir  to  Home,  and  to  his  wyf 
He  yaf  liir,  and  hir  yongo  sono  also  ;    975  1 
Aiid  with  the  senatour  she  ladde  her  lyf. 
Thus  can  our  lady  bringen  out  of  wo  (879) 
\Voi\il  Custanco,  and  many  another  mo. 
And  longo  tyme  dwelled  she  in  that  place. 
In  holy  workcs  evor,  as  was  hir  grace.  980  . 

I 
Tlic  senatoures  wyf  hir  aunto  was. 
But  for  al  that  she  know  hir  never  the 

more; 
I  wol  no  longer  tarion  in  this  cas, 
But  to  king  Alia,  which  I  8x>ak  of  yore, 
Tliat   for    his   wyf    woi>eth   and    syketh 

sore,  985 

I  wol  rctourno,  and  Icto  I  wol  Custance 
I'ndcr  the  oonatoures  governance. 

King  AUa,  which  that  liaddo  his  mcder 
olayn,  (890) 

Upon  a   day  fil  in  swich  roi)cntance, 
That,  if  I  shortly  tellon  shal  and  plain,  990 
To    Romo    he    comth,   to    receyven    his 

penance ; 
And  put  to  him  in  the  jwpes  ordinance 
In  heigh  and  low,  an<l  Jesu  Crist  bisoghte 
lM»ryovo    his    wikked    werkes    that    ho 
wroghte.  994 

Tho  fame  anon  thurgh  Romo  toun  is  bom. 
How  Alia  king  shal  come  in  pilgrimage, 
By  horhergoours  that  wenten  him  biforn ; 
For  whirli  the  senatour,  as  was  usage,  (900) 
It<^^  liim  agoyn,  and  many  of  his  linage. 
As  wol  to  showon  his  heighe  nmgniiicence 
As  to  don  any  king  a  reverence.  looi 


Greet  chcro  dooth  this  noblo  senatour 
To  Idng  Alia,  and  he  to  him  also ; 
Everich  of  hem  doth  c»ther  greet  honour ; 
And  so  bifol  that,  in  a  day  or  two,       1005 
This  senatour  is  to  king  Alia  go 
To  feste,  and  shortly,  if  I  shal  nat  lyo, 
Custances  sone  wente  in  his  companyo. 

Som    men  wolde    seyn,   at    requesto   of 
Custance,  (911) 

This  senatour  hath  lad  this  child  to  festo ; 
I  may  nat  tellen  everj'  circumstance,  101 1 
Be  as  bo  may,  ther  was  he  at  the  lestc. 
But  soth  is  this,  that,  at  his  modres  hosto, 
Biforn  Alia,  during  the  metes  space. 
The  child  stood,  loking  in  the  kinges  face. 

This  Alia  king  hath  of  this  child  greet 

wonder,  1016 

And  to  the  senatour  he  soyde  anon, 

'  Whos  is  that  faire  child  that  stondeth 

yonder  ? '  (920) 

*  I  noot,'  quod  he,  '  by  god,  and  by  seint 

John !  1019 

A  modcr  he  hath,  but  fader  hath  he  non 
That  I  of  woot ' — but  shortly,  in  a  stounde. 
He  toldo  Alia  how  that  this  child  was 

founde. 

*  But  god  wot,'  quod  this  senatour  also, 

'  So  vertuous  a  livere  in  my  lyf,  km^ 

Ne  saugh  I  never  as  she,  ne  herde  of  vao 
Of  worldly  wommen,  mayden,  nor  of  wyf ; 
I  dar  wel  seyn  hir  hadde  lever  a  kn3rf 
Thui^h-out  her  breste,  than  been  a  worn- 
man  wikke ;  (930) 
Ther  is  no  man  coude  bringe  hir  to  that 
prikke.' 

Now  was  this  child  as  lyk  un-to  Custanco 
As  possible  is  a  creature  to  be.  103 1 

This  Alia  hath  the  face  in  remembrance 
Of  dame  Custance,  and  ther-on  mused  he 
If  that  the  childcs  moiler  wore  aught  she 
That  was  his  wyf,  and  prively  he  slghto. 
And  8i>edde  him  fro  the  table  that  ho 
mighte.  1036 

*■  Parfay,'  thoghte  he,  '  fantome  is  in  myn 

heed! 
I  oghte  demo,  of  skilful  jngement,      (940) 
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That  in  the  lalte  lee  my  wyf  is  deed.' 
And  afterward  he  made  his  argument — 

*  What  -woot  I,  if  that  Crist  have  hider 

y-sent  1041 

My  wyf  by  see,  as  wol  as  he  hir  sente 
To   Toy  contree    fro    thennes   that  she 

wente?' 

And,  after  noon,  hoom  with  the  senatoor 
Goth  Alia,  for  to  seen  this  wonder  chaonce. 
This  sonatonr  dooth  Alia  greet  honour, 
And  hastifly  he  sente  after  Custaunce. 
But  trusteth  wcol,  hir  liste  nat  to  daunce 
Whan  that  she  wiste  wherefor  was  that 
sonde.  (951)  1049 

Unnethe  up-on  hir  feet  she  mighte  stonde. 

When  Alia  saugh  his  wyf,  faire  he  hir 

grotto, 
And  weep,  that  it  was  routhe  for  to  see. 
For  at  the  firste  look  ho  on  hir  sette 
He  knew  wel  vorraily  that  it  was  she. 
And  she  for  sorwe  as  domb  stant  as  a  tree ; 
80  was  hir  herto  shot  in  hir  distresse  1056 
Whan  she  remombrod  his  unkindenesse. 

TwyM  she  swowned  in  his  owno  sighte ; 
He  weep,  and  him  oxcuscth  pitously : — 

*  Now  god,'  quod  ho,  *■  and  alle  his  halwes 

brighte  (962)  1060 

So  wisly  on  my  soulo  as  have  mercy. 
That  of  your  harm  as  giltclces  am  I 
As  is  Maurice  my  sone  so  lyk  your  face ; 
Ellesthe  fecnd  me  fccche  out  of  this  place ! ' 

Long  was  the  sobbing  and  the  bitter  peyne 
£r  that  hir  woful  hcrtes  mighte  cesse  ; 
Greet  was  the  pitoe  for  to  here  hem  pleyne, 
Thurgh  whicho  pleintes  gan  hir  wo  en- 
crosso.  (970) 

I  proy  yow  al  my  labour  to  rolosse  ; 
I  may  nut  telle  hir  wo  un-til  tomorwo,  1070 
I  am  BO  wciy  for  to  spoke  of  sorwe. 

But  fynally,  whon  that  the  sooth  is  wist 
That  Alia  gilteloes  was  of  hir  wo, 
I  trowo  an  hundred  tymes  been  they  kist. 
And  swioh  a  blisso  is  ther  bitwix  hem  two 
That,  save  the  joyo  that  lasteth  evormo, 
Ther  is  non  lyk,  that  any  creature       1077 
Hath  scyn  or  shol,  whyl  that  the  world 
may  dure.  (980) 


Tho  preydo  she  hir  housbond  mekely. 
In  relief  of  hir  longe  pitous  pyne,        1080 
That  he  wold  prejre  hir  fader  specially 
That,  of  his  magestee,  he  wolde  enclyno 
To  vouche-sauf  som  day  with  him  to  dyne ; 
She  preydo  him  eek,  he  sholdo  by  no  weye 
Un-to  hir  fader  no  word  oi  hir  soyo.   1085 

Som  men  wold  seyn,  how  that  the  child 

Maurice 
Doth  this  message  un-to  this  emperour ; 
But,  as  I  gesse.  Alia  was  nat  so  nyco  (99c) 
To  him,  that  was  of  so  sovcrej'n  honour 
As  he  that  is  of  Cristen  folk  tho  flour,  1090 
Sento  any  child,  but  it  is  bet  to  dome 
He  wente  him-self,  and  so  it  may  wol  seme. 

This  emperour  hath  grauntcd  gcntilly 
To  come  to  diner,  as  ho  him  bisoghte  ; 
And  wel  rode  I,  ho  lokod  bisily  1095 

Up-on  this  child,   and    on  his    doghtcr 

thoghte. 
Alia  g^th  to  his  in,  and,  as  him  oghte. 
Arrayed  for  this  festo  in  every  wyso  (1000) 
As  ferforth  as  his  conning  may  suiTyse. 

The  morwe  cam,  and  Alia  gan  him  dresso. 
And  eek  his  wyf,  this  cmi)erour  to  mete  ; 
And  forth  they  ryde  in  joyo  and  in  glad- 
nesse.  1102 

And  whan  she  saugh  hir  fader  in  tho  strete. 
She  lighte  doun,  and  falleth  him  to  fete. 

*  Fader,'   quod  she,    'your   yongo    child 

Custance  1 105 

Is  now  ful  clone  out  of  your  remembrance. 

I  am  3rour  doghter  CM^stanc^,'  quod  she, 

*  That  whylom  ye  han  sent  un-to  Surryo. 
It  am  I,  fader,  that  in  tho  salte  see  (loii) 
W^as  put  allone  and  dampned  for  to  dyo. 
Now,  gode  fader,  mercy  I  yow  cr>'e,     1 1 1 1 
Send  mo  namoro  un-to  non  hethencsse, 
But  thonketh  my  lord  heer  of  his  kinde- 

nesso.' 

WTio  can  the  pitous  joyo  toUon  nl 
Bitwix  hem   three,   sin   they  ben   thiis 
I  y-mctte  ?  1 1 15 

But  of  my  tale  make  an  ende  I  shal ; 
Tho  day  goth  faste,  I  wol  no  longer  lotto. 
This  glade  folk  to  diner  they  hem  sctte  ; 
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In  joye  and  blisso  nt  moto  I  lete  hem 

dwollo  (io3i)  1119 

A  thousand  fold  wel  moro  than  I  can  telle. 

This  child  Manrice  was  sithcn  cmpcroor 
Mand  by  thn  iK)pe,  and  lived  Cristenly. 
To  Cristes  chirche  he  dide  greet  honour ; 
]dnt  I  lete  al  his  storio  passen  by, 
Of  Custanco  is  my  tale  specially.  1125 

In  olde  Roma^-n  gestes  may  men  finde 
Maurices  lyf ;  I  here  it  noght  in  minde. 

This  king  Alia,  whan  he  his  t^Tnescy,  (1030) 
With  his  Custance,  his  holy  wyf  so  swote. 
To  Engolond  been  they  come  the  righte 

wey,  1 130 

Whcr-as  they  live  in  joye  and  in  quicto. 
Hut  litel  whyl  it  lasteth,  I  yow  bote, 
.loyo  of  tliis  world,   for  tyme  wol  nat 

abyde ; 
Fro  day  to  night  it  changcth  as  the  tyde. 

Who  lived  over  in  swich  delyt  o  day  1135 
That  him  ne  moevcd  outhor  conscience, 
Or  ire,  or  talent,  or  som  kin  affray,  (1039) 
Envyo,  or  prj'do,  or  passion,  or  offence  ? 
I  no  scye  but  for  this  cnde  this  sentence, 
That  litel  whyl  in  joye  or  in  plcsance  1 140 
Lasteth  the  blisse  of  Alia  with  Custance. 


For  deeth,  that  taketh  of  heigh  and  low 

his  rente, 
Wlien  passed  was  a  y^r,  even  as  I  gesse, 
Out  of  this  world  this  king  Alia  he  hente, 
For  whom  Custance  hath  ful  gret  hevi- 

nesso.  1 145 

Now  lat  us  preyen  god  his  soule  blesse ! 
And  dame  Custance,  fynally  to  seye. 
Towards  the  tonn  of  Home  gooth  hir  woye. 

To  Rome  is  come  this  holy  creature,  (1051) 
And  fyndeth  ther  hir  frcndcs  hole  an<l 

sounde :  1 150 

Xow  is  she  scaped  al  hir  avcntnro ; 
And  whan  that  she  h  ir  fader  hath  y-founde, 
Doun  on  hir  kne<}s  falleth  she  to  gronnde ; 
Weping  for  tendrcnesse  in  herto  blythe, 
She  horieth  god  an  hundred  thousand 

i^ythe,  1155 

In  vertu  and  in  holy  almes-dcdo  (1058) 
They  liven  alio,  and  n  ever  iv-sonderwende  ; 
Til  deeth  departed  hem,  this  ijrf  they  lede. 
And  farcth  now  wecl,  my  tale  is  at  an  ende. 
Now  Jesu  Crist,  that  of  his  might  may 

scnde  11 60 

Joye  after  wo,  goveme  us  in  his  grace, 
And  kepo  us  alle  that  ben  in  this  place ! 

Amen. 


Here  endeth  the  Tale  of  the  Man  of  Lawe ;  and  next  folweth  the 

Shipmannes  Prolog. 

*«*  For  1.  5583  in  T^yrwhitt's  Text,  aee  Group  D,  1.  1. 
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THE    SHIPMAN'S    PROLOGUE. 

Here  biginneth  the  Shlpmannes  Prolog. 
*.*  /n  Tyrwhitt's  text,  U.  1^903-129^4. 


OuK    bosto    niw>n    liis     stiropca    stood 

anou, 
And  Goydo,  '  good  men,  berknctU  cverich 

on; 
This  was  a  thrifty  talc  for  tho  nonos  !  1 165 
Sir  parish  prest,'   quwl  he,   'for  g«Mldcs 

iH^nos, 
Tel  ns  a  talo,  as  was  thy  forward  yore. 
I  see  wol  that  yo  lemed  men  in  lore 
Can  mocho  pr<K)d,  by  goddcs  digniteo  ! ' 

Tlic  Porsono  him  answordo, '  beh'cite !  11 70 
What   cj'leth   the    man,    so    sinfully  to 

Bwero?' 
Oar  hosto  answerde,  '  O  Jankin,  bo  yo 

there?  (10) 

I  smello  a  loller  in  tho  wind,*  qvLwl  be. 
*Ho"w  !  good  men,*  qiiod  our  hosto,  'herk- 

neth  mo ; 


Abydeth,  for  goddes  dignc  passionn,   11 75 
Por  we  shal  ban  a  predicacioun  ; 
This  loller  heer  wil  prechen  us  som-what/ 
'  Nay,  by  my  fader  soule  !  that  shal  1m> 

nat,' 
Seydo  the  Shipman ;  '  heer  he  shal  nnt 

procho, 
HeslialnogosiKilglosenhecrnotecho.  iiJ^d 
We  Icvo  alio  in  the  greto  god,'  quod  he, 
'  He  wolde  sowcn  som  difficulteo,  (20) 

Or  springon  cokkcl  in  our  cleno  com  ; 
And  thorfor,  hosto,  I  warno  theo  biforn. 
My  joly  body  shal  a  tale  ti»llo,  1 185 

And  I  shal  clinken  yow  so  inory  a  belle. 
That  I  shal  waken  al  this  companyo ; 
But  it  shal  nat  ben  of  philosophye, 
No  fphyakes^  no  termes  qucinto  of  la  wo  ; 
Ther  is  but  litel  Latbi  in  my  luawc.'  1190 


Here  endeth  the  Shipman  his  Prolog. 


THE    SHIPMANNES    TALE. 


Here  biginneth  the  Shlpmannes  Tale. 


A  Marciiant   whylom   dwelled   at  Seiut 

Deiiys, 
Tliat  riche  was,  for  which  mon  holdo  him 

wj-s; 
A  wyf  ho  hoddo  of  cxcollGut  I)cuuteo, 
And  compaignablo  and  revelous  was  she, 
Wliich   is  a    thing    tltat    causeth   moro 

dispcnce  1195 

Than  worth  is  al  tho  chero  and  reverence 
That  men  hem  doon   at  lestcs  and  at 

dannces ; 
Swiche  salutaciouns  and  contenaunccs 
Possen  as  dooth  a  shadwe  niM>n  the  wol.  1 


But  wo  is  him  that  payen  moot  for  al ;  i3(x> 
Tho  sely  housbond,  olgate  bo  mot  i>ayc  ; 
Ho    m4N>t    us  clothe,   and  he    moot    us 
arrayc,  (la) 

Al  for  his  owone  worship  richely, 
In  which  array  wo  daunco  jolily.         12114 
And  if  that  ho  noght  may,  par-avontiiro, 
Or  ellcs,  list  no  swich  dispenco  endure, 
But  thinketh  it  is  wasted  and  y-lost, 
Than  moot  another  payen  for  our  cost, 
Or  lone  us  gold,  and  that  is  jiorUous. 
This  noble  Marchant  heeld  a  wortliy 

hoUS,  (20;  12Il> 
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For  which  ho  hncUlo  alday  £8o  greet  repair 
For  liis  largesse,  and  for  his  wyf  was  fair, 
That  womler  is  ;  but  herkneth  to  my  tale. 
Amonges  alio  his  gcstes,  greteand  smale, 
Thor  was  a  mouk,  a  fair  man  and  a  bold, 
I  trowe  of  thritty  winter  ho  was  old,  iii6 
That  ever  in  oon  was  drawing  to  that  place. 
Tliis  yongo  monk,  that  was  so  fair  of  face, 
A(iueinted  was  so  with  the  gode  man, 
Sith  that  hir  firsto  knoweliche  bigan,  1220 
Tliut  in  his  hous  as  famolier  was  he  (31) 
As  it  ix)ssiblo  is  any  freend  to  bo. 

And  for  as  ninchel  as  this  gode  man 
And  cek  this  monk,  of  which  that  I  bigan, 
Were  botho  two  y-born  in  o  village,     1225 
The  monk  him  claimeth  as  for  coeinage ; 
And  he  again,  he  scith  nat  ones  nay, 
But  was  us  gla<l  ther-of  as  fowel  of  day  ; 
For  to  his  herto  it  was  a  greet  plesaunce. 
Thnsbeen  thoj*  knit  with  eteme  alliannce. 
And  ech  of  hem  gan  other  for  t*assnro  1231 
Of  bretherhetle,  whyl  tliat  hir  lyf  may 
dure.  (42) 

Free  was  daun   John,  and  namely  of 
dispcnce, 
As  in  that  hoiis  ;  and  ful  of  diligence  1234 
To  doon  plesaunce,  and  also  greet  costogo. 
Ho  noght  forgat  to  yeve  the  leeste  page 
In  al  that  hous  ;  but,  after  hir  degree, 
He  yaf  the  lord,  and  sittho  al  his  meynee, 
\Vlion  that  ho  cam,  som  manor  honest 
tiling ;  1239 

For  whirli  they  wore  as  glad  of  his  cx)ming 
As  fowel  is  fayn,  whan  that  tho  Sonne 
np-ryseth.  (51) 

Na  more  of  this  as  now,  for  it  soifyseth. 

But  so  bifel,  this  marcliant  on  a  day 
Shoop  him  to  make  ro<ly  his  array 
Toward  the  tonn  of  Bnigges  for  to  fare,  1 245 
To  byPn  thor  a  porcioun  of  ware  ; 
For  which  he  hath  to  Paris  sent  anon 
A  messager,  and  preyed  hath  daun  John 
That  he  sholde  come  to  Seint  Dcnys  to 
pleye  1249 

With  him  and  with  his  wyf  aday  or  tweye, 
Er  he  to  Bruggcs  wente,  in  alle  wyse.  (61) 
Tliis  noble  monk,  of  which  I  yow  dev3r8e. 
Hath  of  his  abbot,  as  him  list,  licence. 
By-cause  ho  was  a  man  of  heigh  prudence. 
And  eek  an  officer,  out  for  to  ryde,  1255 
To  seen  hir  gratmges  and  hir  hemes  wyde ; 


And  nn-to  Seint  Denys  ho  comth  anon. 
Who  was  so  welcomo  as  my  lord  dann 

John, 
Onr  dere  cosin,  ful  of  cnrteisye  ?  1259 

With  him  broghtehe  a  jubbo  of  Malvesyc, 
And  eek  another,  ful  of  fyn  Vernago,  (71) 
And  volatyl,  as  ay  was  his  nsoge. 
And  thus  I  lete  hem  ete  and  drinko  and 

pleye. 
This  marchant  and  this  monk,  a  day  or 
tweye. 
The  thriddo  day,  this  marchant    np 
aryseth,  1265 

And  on  his  nodes  sadly  him  avyseth. 
And  np  in-to  his  conntonr-hons  gY)th  ho 
To  rekeno  with  him-self,  as  wel  may  be, 
Of  thilke  yeer,  how  that  it  with  him  stood, 
And  how  that  he  desponded  haddo  his 
good ;  1270 

And  if  that  he  encressed  wore  or  ncnm.  (81) 
His  bokes  and  his  l)agges  many  oon 
Ho  leith  bifom  him  on  his  connting-bord  ; 
Ful  riche  was  his  tresor  and  his  herd. 
For  which  ful  faste  his  conntour-doro  he 
shetto ;  1275 

And  eek  he  nolde  that  no  man  sholde  him 

lette 
Of  his  acconntes,  for  tho  mene  tymo  ; 
And  thus  he  sit  til  it  was  passed  prymo. 

Dunn  John  was  risen  in  the  morwe  also, 
And  in  the  gardin  walkoth  to  and  fro,  128a 
And  hath  his  thinges  seyd  ful  curteisly. 

This  gode  wyf  cam  walking  prively  (9a) 
In-to  the  gardin,  ther  ho  walkoth  softe. 
And  him  salewoth,  as  she  hath  don  ofte. 
A  mayde  child  cam  in  hir  companye,  1285 
Which  as  hir  list  she  maygovemeand  gye, 
For  yet  under  the  yerdo  was  tho  mayde. 
'  O  dere  cosin  myn,  dann  John,'  she  sayde, 
'  What  eyleth  yow  so  rathe  for  to  ryse  ? ' 
'  Nece,*  quod  he,  '  it  oghte  y-nough  anffyfte 
Fyve  houros  for toslepenp-on  anight,  (toi) 
But  it  were  for  an  old  appalled  wight, 
As  been  thise  weilded  men,  that  lye  and 

dare 
As  in  a  forme  sit  a  wery  hare, 
Were  al  for-straught  with  hoondes  grete 
and  smale.  1295 

Bnt  dere  noco,  why  be  ye  so  pale  ? 
I  trowe  certes  that  our  gode  man        (107) 
Hath  yow  labonrod  aith  the  night  bigan^ 
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That  yow  were  nede  to  resten  hastUy  ? '  1 299 
And  with  that  word  he  loogh  ful  xnerily, 
And  of  his  owene  thought  he  wex  al  reed. 
This  faire  wyf  gan  for  to  shako  hir  heed, 
Andseyde  thus,  *  yo,  god  wot  al,'  quod  she ; 

*  Nay,  oosin  myn,  it  stant  nat  so  with  me. 
For,  hy  that  god  that  jraf  me  souie  and  lyf, 
In  al  the  remo  of  France  is  ther  no  wyf  1306 
That  lasse  lust  hath  to  that  sory  pley. 
For  I  may  singe  "  alias  "  and  "  weylawey, 
That  I  was  born,"  but  to  no  wight,'  quod  she, 

*  Dar  I  nat  telle  how  that  it  stant  with  me. 
Whorfore  I  thinke  out  of  this  land  to 

wende,  (121)  131 1 

Or  elles  of  my-self  to  make  an  ende, 
So  ful  am  I  of  dredo  and  eek  of  care.' 

This  monk  bigan  up-on  this  wyf  to  stare. 
And  seyde,  '  alias,  my  nece,  god  forbede 
That  ye,  for  any  sorwe  or  any  dredo,  1316 
Fordo  your-self;  but  teUeth  me  your  grief; 
Faraventure  I  may,  in  your  meschief, 
Conseille  or  helpe,  and  therfore  telleth  me 
Al  your  anoy,  for  it  shal  been  secree ;  1320 
For  on  my  porthors  hero  I  mckke  an  ooth, 
That  never  in  my  lyf,  forlief  nelooth,  (13a) 
Ke  shal  I  of  no  conseil  yow  biwreye.' 

*The  same  agayn  to  yow,'  quod  she, 
•  I  seye ;  1334 

By  go<l  and  by  this  porthors,  I  yow  swere. 
Though  men  me  wolde  al  in-to  pcces  tere, 
Ne  shal  I  never,  for  to  goon  to  helle, 
Biwreye  a  word  of  thing  that  ye  me  telle, 
Kat  for  no  cosinage  ne  alliance. 
But  verraily,  for  love  and  affiance.*  1330 
Thus  been  they  sworn,  and  heer-upon  th^y 
kisto,  (141) 

And  ech  of  hem  toldo  other  what  hem  liste. 

*Cosin,'  quod    she,  ^if  that  I  hadde 
a  space, 
As  I  have  noon,  and  namely  in  this  place. 
Than  wolde  I  telle  a  legende  of  my  lyf,  1335 
What  I  have  suifred  sith  I  was  a  wyf 
With  mjmhousbonde,  al  beheyourooi^jm.' 
*  Nay,'  quod  this  monk,  *  by  god  and  seint 
Martyn, 
He  is  na  more  cosin  un-to  me  1339 

Than  is  this  leef  that  hangeth  on  the  tree ! 
I  clepe  him  so,  by  Seint  Denys  of  Fraunce, 
To  have  the  more  cause  of  aqueintaonoe 
Of  yow,  which  I  have  loved  specially  (153) 
Aboven  alle  wommen  sikerly ; 


This  swere  I  yow  on  my  professloun.  1345 
Telleth  your  grief,  lest  that  he  oomeadoun, 
And  hasteth  yow,  ond  gooth  your  wey 

anon.' 
*  My  dere  love,'  quod  she,  *  o  my  daun 

John,  (158) 

Ful  lief  were  me  this  conseil  for  to  hyde, 
But  out  it  moot,  I  may  namore  abyde.  1350 
Myn  housbond  is  to  me  the  worste  man 
That  ever  was,  sith  that  the  world  bigan. 
But  sith  I  am  a  wyf,  it  sit  nat  me 
To  tellen  no  wight  of  our  privctee,       1354 
Neither  a-bedde,  ne  in  non  other  place ; 
Ood  shilde  I  sholdo  it  tellen,  for  his  grace  ! 
A  wyf  ne  shal  nat  seyn  of  hir  housbonde 
But  al  honour,  as  I  can  undorstonde ; 
Save  un-to  yow  thus    muche   I    tellen 

shal; 
As  help  me  god,  he  isnoght  worth  at  al  1360 
In  no  degree  the  value  of  a  flye.  (171) 

But  yet  me  greveth  most  his  nigardye ; 
And  wel  ye  woot  that  wommen  naturelly 
Desyren  thinges  sixo,  as  wel  as  L        1364 
They  wolde  that  hir  housbondes  sholde  bo 
Hardy,  and  wyse,  and  riche,  and  ther-to 

free. 
And  buxom  to  his  wyf,  and  fresh  a-bedde. 
But,  by  that  ilke  lord  that  for  ns  bleddo. 
For  his  honour,  my-self  for  to  arraye, 
A  Sonday  next,  I  moste  nodes  paye     1370 
An  hundred  frankes,  or  elles  am  I  lorn. 
Yet  were  me  lever  that  I  were  unborn  (182) 
Than  me  were  doon  a  sdaundre  or  vil- 

einye ; 
And  if  myn  housbond  eek  it  mighto  espyo, 
I  nere  but  lost,  and  therfore  I  yow  preyo 
Lone  me  this  somme,  or  elles  moot  I 

deye.  1376 

Daun  John,  I  seye,  lene  me  thise  hundred 

frankes; 
Pardee,  I  wol  nat  faille  yow  my  thankes. 
If  that  yow  list  to  doon  that  I  yow  praye. 
For  at  a  certein  day  I  wol  yow  paye,   i38t> 
And  doon  to  yow    what   plesance  and 

servyce  (19O 

That  I  may  doon,  right  as  yow  list  dev^'se. 

And  but  I  do,  god  take  on  me  vengeance 

As  foul  as  ever  had  Oeniloun  of  France ! ' 

This  gentil  monk  answerde    in   this 

manere ;  1385 

*  Now,  trewely,  mjn  owene  lady  dere, 
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I  have,'  qno(l  he,  *  on  yow  so  greet  a  roatho, 
That  I  yow  swere  and  plighte  yow  my 

troutho. 
That  whan  your  honsbond  is  to  Flanndres 

fare, 
I  wol  delivere  yow  out  of  this  care ;     1390 
For  I  wol  bringe  yow  an  hundred  frankes.* 
And  with  that  word  he  caughte  hir  by  the 

flankes,  (^o>) 

And  hir  embraceth  harde,  and  kiste  hir 

ofte. 
'  Goth  now  your  wey,'  quod  ho,  *  al  stille 

and  softe, 
And  lat  us  dyne  as  sone  as  that  ye  may ; 
For  by  my  chilindro  it  isprymoof  day.  1396 
Goth  now,  and  bceth  as  trewe  as  I  shal  be.' 
'  Now,  elles  god  forbede,  sire,'  quod  she, 
And  forth  she  gooth,  as  jolif  as  a  pye, 
And  bad  the  cokes  that  they  sholdo  hem 

bye,  i4(» 

So  that  men  mighte  dyne,  and  that  anon. 
Up  to  hir  housbonde  is  this  wjrf  y-gon,  (a  12) 
And  knokketh  at  his  countour  boldely. 
'Qui  la  f  quod  he.     » Peter  !  it  am  I,' 
Quod  she,  *  what,  sire,  how  longe  wol  ye 

faste  ?  1405 

How  longe  tyme  wol  ye  rekeno  and  caste 
Your  sommos,  and  your  bokes,  and  your 

thingos? 
The  devol  have  part  of  olle  swiche  reken- 

inges ! 
Ye  have  y-nough,  pardec,  of  goddes  sonde ; 
Com  doun  to-day,  and  lat  your  bagges 

stonde.  14 10 

Xo  be  ye  nat  ashamed  that  daun  John  (221) 
Shal  fasting  al  this  day  elenge  goon  ? 
What !  lat  us  here  a  messe,  and  go  we 

dyne.' 
'  Wyf,'  quod  this  man,  *  litel  canstow 

devyno 
The  curious  bisinesse  that  we  have.     1415 
For  of  us  chapmen,  al-so  god  me  save. 
And  by  that  lord   that  cleped  is  Seint 

Yvo, 
Scarsly  amongos  twelve  ten  shul  thr3rve, 
Gontinuelly,  lastingo  un-to  our  age.    1419 
Wo  may  wel  make  ohere  and  good  visage. 
And  dryve  forth  the  world  as  it  may  be. 
And  kopen  our  estaat  in  privotoe,       (232) 
Til  we  be  deed,  or  elles  that  we  pleye 
A  pilgrimage,  or  goon  out  of  the  weye. 


And  therfor  have  I  greet  necessitee    1425 
Up-on  this  queinte  world  t'avyse  me ; 
For  evermore  we  mote  stonde  in  drode 
Of  hap  and  fortune  in  our  chapmanhede. 
To  Flaundres  wol  I  go  to-morwe  at  day, 
And  come  agayn,  as  sone  as  ever  I  may. 
For  which,  my  dore  wyf,  I  thee  biseke,(a4i) 
As  be  to  eveiy  wight  buxom  and  meke. 
And  for  to  kepe  our  good  be  curious. 
And  honestly  goveme  wel  our  hous.  1434 
Thou  hast  y-nough,  in  every  mancr  wyse, 
That  to  a  thrifty  houshold  may  suffyse. 
Thee  lakketh  noon  array  ne  no  vitaille, 
Of  silver  in  thy  purs  shaltow  nat  faille.' 
And  with  that  word  his  countour-dore  he 

shette, 
And  doun  he  gooth ,  no  lenger  wolde  he 

Ictte,  1440 

But  hastily  a  messe  was  ther  seyd,      (251) 
And  spedily  the  tables  were  y-leyd. 
And  to  the  diner  faste  they  hem  spedde ; 
And  richely  this  monk  the  chapman  fedde. 
At-after  diner  daun  John  sobrely    1445 
This  chapman  took  a-part,  and  prively 
He  seyde  him  thus,  *  cossna,  it  standeth  so, 
That  wel  I  see  to  Bmgges  wol  ye  go. 
God  and  seint  Austin  spede  yow  and  gyde ! 
I  prey  yow,  cosin,  wysly  that  ye  ryde ;  X45i> 
Govemeth  yow  also  of  your  diete       (261) 
Atemprely,  and  namely  in  this  hete. 
Bitwix  us  two  nedeth  no  strange  fare ; 
Fare-wel,  co^yn ;    god    shilde    yow   fro 

care. 
If  any  thing  ther  be  by  day  or  night,  1455 
If  it  lye  in  my  power  and  my  might, 
That  ye  me  wol  oomande  in  any  wyse, 
It  shal  be  doon,  right  as  ye  wol  devyseu 
O  thing,  er  that  ye  goon,  if  it  may  be, 
I  wolde  prey  yow  ;  for  to  lene  me        1460 
An  hundred  frankes,  for  a  wyke  or  tweye^ 
For  certein  becstos  that  I  moste  beye,  (272) 
To  store  with  a  place  that  is  oures. 
God  help  me  so,  I  wolde  it  were  yoorei ! 
I  shal  nat  faille  surely  of  my  day,       14(115 
Nat  for  a  thousand  frankes,  a  myle-waj. 
But  lat  this  thing  be  secree,  I  yow  preye, 
For  yet  to-night  thise  beestes  moot  I  beye ; 
And    fare-now    wol,  myn   owene  ooain 

dere, 
Graunt  mercy  of  your  cost  and  of  your 

ohere.'  (280)  1470 
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This  noblo  xnarchant  gentilly  anon 
Answerdo,  and  sejde,  ^  o  cosin  myn,  daun 

John, 
Now  sikerly  this  is  a  smal  reqneste  ; 
My  gold  is  yonrcs,  whan  that  it  yow  lesto. 
And  nat  only  my  gold,  but  my  chaffare  ; 
Take  what  yow  list,  god  shUde  that  ye 

spare.  1476 

But  o  thing  is,  yo  knowe  it  wel  y-nogh, 
Of  chapmon,  that  hir  monoye  is  hir  plogh. 
We  may  croannco  whyl  we  have  a  name. 
But  goldlees  for  to  be,  it  is  no  game.  1480 
Paye  it  agnyn  whan  it  lyth  in  your  cso  ; 
After  my  might  ful  fayn   woldo  I  yow 

plese.*  (292) 

Thise  hundred  frankes  ho  fctto  forth 

anon, 
And  privcly  ho  took  hem  to  daun  John. 
No  wight  in  al  this  world  wiste  of  this 

lone,  1485 

Savinge  this  marchant  and  daun  John 

allone. 
They  drinkc,  and  speke,  and  rome  a  whylo 

and  pleye, 
Til  that  daun  Jolin  rydeth  to  his  abbcye. 
The  morwo  cam,  and  forth  this  mar- 
chant  rydeth 
To  Flaundres-ward  ;  his  prontis  wel  him 

gydeth,  1490 

Til  he  cam  in-to  Brugges  merily.  (301) 
Now  gooth  this  marchant  faste  and  bisily 
Aboute  his  nede,  and  byeth  and  creaun- 

ceth. 
Ho  neither  pleyeth  at  the  dees  ne  daun- 

ccth ; 
But  as  a  marchant,  shortly  for  to  telle,  1495 
He  let  his  lyf,  and  there  I  lete  him  dwelle. 
The  Sonday  next  this  Marchant  was 

agon. 
To  Seint  Dcnys  y-comen  is  daun  John, 
With  crowne  and  herd  all  fresh  and  newo 

y-shave. 
Inal  the  housther  nas  so  litel  a  knave,  1500 
Ne  no  wight  elles,  that  he  nas  ful  fasm,  (311) 
For  that  my  lord  daun  John  was  come 

agayn. 
And  shortly  to  the  point  right  for  to  gon. 
This  faire  wyf  accorded  with  daun  John, 
That  for  thise  hundred  frankes  ho  sholdo 

ol  night  15:15 

Have  hir  in  his  ormes  bolt-npright ; 


And  this  acord  parfoumed  was  in  dede. 
In  mirtho  al  night  a  bisy  lyf  they  Icdc 
TU  it  was  day,  that  daun  John  wcntc  his 

way, 
And  bad  the  meynee  *  fare- wel,  have  good 

day !'  (320)  1510 

For  noon  of  hem,  ne  no  wight  in  the  toun, 
Hath  of  daun  John  right  no  suspecioun. 
And  forth  he  rydeth  hoom  to  his  abbeyo. 
Or  where  him  list ;  namoro  of  liim  I  seyc 
This  marchant,  whan  that  ended  was 

the  faire,  15 15 

To  Seint  Denys  he  gan  for  to  repairs, 
And  with  his  wyf  he  maketh  fcsto  and 

chere, 
And  telleth  hir  that  chaffare  is  so  dcrc. 
That  nedes  moste  he  make  a  chevisauncc. 
For  he  was  bounde  in  a  reconissannco  15^0 
To  paye  twenty  thousand  shccld  anon.  (331) 
For  which  this  marchant  is  to  Paris  gon. 
To  borwe  of  certein  frondes  that  ho  haddo 
A  certein  frankes  ;  and  somme  with  him 

ho  ladde. 
And  wlianthathe  was  come  in-to  the  toun, 
For  greet  chertee  and  greet  aff  eccioun ,  1 5^6 
Un-to  daun  John  he  gooth  him  first,  to 

plcye ; 
Nat  for  to  axe  or  borwe  of  him  moncyc. 
But  for  to  wite  and  seen  of  his  welfare. 
And  for  to  tellen  him  of  his  chaffare,  1530 
As  freendcs  doon   whan  they  ben  met 

y-foTc.  (341) 

Baun  John  him  maketh  fcsto  and  nier;>' 

chere; 
And  he  him  tolde  aga>ii  ful  specially. 
How  he  hadde  wel  y-boght  and  graciously, 
Thanked  be  god,  al  hool  his  marchandyse. 
Save  that  hemoste,  in  alle  manor  wyse,  1536 
Maken  a  chevisaunce,  as  for  his  bcsto. 
And  tlianne  he  sholde  been  in  joyo  and 

roste. 

Daun  John  answerde,  'certcs,  I  am  fayn 

That  ye  in  hele  arcomenhoomagaJ^l.  1540 

And  if  that  I  were  richo,  as  have  I  blissc. 

Of  twenty  thousand  shceld  shold  yo  nat 

misse,  (353) 

For  ye  so  kindely  this  other  day 
Lcnte  me  gold  ;  and  as  I  can  ond  may, 
I  thanke  yow,  by  god  and  by  seint  Jamc! 
But  natholecs  I  took  nn-to  our  dame,  1546 
Your  w;>'f  at  hoom,  the  some  gold  ageyn 
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T  'pon  your  bench ;  she  woot  it  wel,  ccrtcyn, 
By  certein  tokenos  that  I  can  hir  toUc. 
N<>w,  by  your  Icvo,  I  may  no  longer  dwello, 
Onr  abbot  wol  out  t>f  this  toun  anon  ;  (361 ) 
And  in  his  companyo  moot  I  gon.  1552 
<jroto  wel  our  dame,  myn  oweno  nece 

sweto, 
And  faro-wel,  dere  cosin,  til  wo  moto !  * 
This  Marchant,  which  that  was  ftil  war 

and  wys,  1555 

Crcaunced  hath,  and  payd  eek  in  Parys, 
To  cortoyn  Lumbardes,  redy  in  hir  hond, 
The  sommo  of  gold,  and  gat  of  hem  his 

l)ond ; 
And  lioom  ho  gooth,  mery  as  a  papejay. 
For  wel  ho  knew  he  stood  in  swich  array, 
Tliat    nodes    mosto    he  winne    in   that 

viago  (371) 

A  thousand  frankcs  abovo  al  his  costago. 
His  wyt'  ful  redy  motto  him  atto  gate, 
As  she  was  wont  of  old  usage  algate,  1564 
And  al  that  night  in  mirtho  they  bisette  ; 
For  ho  was  richo  and  cleerly  out  of  dette. 
Whan   it  was   day,   this  marchant  gan 

oml)rac"0 
His  vryi'  al  ncwc,  and  kistc  hir  on  hir  faco, 
And   up    ho   gooth  and   makoth   it    ful 

tough. 
♦  Namore,'  quod  she,  '  by  god,  yo  have 

y-nough !  *  1570 

And   wantounly    agayn    with    him    she 

ploy  do ;  (381) 

Til,  utto  lasto,  that  this  Marchant  seyde, 
'  By  gi>d,'  quod  ho,  '  I  am  a  litol  wrooth 
With  yow,  my  wyf,  al-thogh  it  bo  me 

hK)th, 
And  woot  yo  why?    by  go<l,  as  that  I 

gesso,  1575 

That  yo  han  maad  a  manor  straungenesse 
Bitwixcn  mo  and  my  cosyn  daun  John. 
Yo  sholdo  han  warned  me,  or  I  had  gon. 
That  ho  yow  hadde  an  hundred  frankes 

payed 
By   redy  tokone ;    and   hcold   him  yvol 

apayod,  1580 

For  that  I  to  him  spak  of  chevisaunce, 
Mo  semod  so,  as  b5'^  his  contenaunce.  (39a) 
But  natheleos,  by  god  our  hovcno  king, 
I  thoghte  nat  to  axe  of  him  no-thing. 


I  prey  thoo,  wyf,  no  do  namoro  so ;      1585 
Tel  me  nlwcj-,  or  that  I  fro  the©  go, 
If  any  dettour  hath  in  myn  absenco 
Y-pay6d  thee ;  lost,  thurgh  thy  nocligcnce, 
I  mighto  him  axo  a  thing  that  he  hath 

payed.*  (399)  1589 

This  wyf  was  nat  afered  nor  affrayed, 
But  boldely  she  seyde,  and  that  anon  : 
'  Mario,  I  defye  the  false  monk,  daun  John ! 
I  kepe  nat  of  hise  tokenes  never  a  dcel ; 
He  took  mo  certein  gold,  that  woot  I  weel ! 
What !  yvel  thcdom  on  his  monkes  snonto ! 
For,  god  it  woot,  I  wende,  withouten  donto, 
That  he  had  yeve  it  me  bycauso  of  yow, 
To  doon  thor-with  myn  honour  and  my 

prow, 
For  cosinago,  and  cek  for  bole  chore 
That  he  hath  had  ful  ofto  tymes  here.  1600 
But  sith  I  see  I  stonde  in  this  disjoint,  (411) 
I  wol  answere  yow  shortly,  to  the  iwint. 
Yo  han  mo  filakker  dettours  than  am  I ! 
For  I  wol  paye  j'ow  wol  and  rodily 
Fro  day  to  day ;  and,  if  so  be  I  faille,  1605 
I  am  your  wyf;  score  it  up-on  my  taille, 
And  I  shal  paye,  as  Bono  as  over  I  may. 
For,  by  my  trouthe,  I  have  on  myn  array, 
And  nat  on  wast,  bistowed  every  dooL 
And  for  I  have  bistowed  it  so  wool      1610 
For  your  honour,  for  goddes  sake,  I  seyo, 
As  bo  nat  wrooth,  but  lat  us  laughe  and 

pleyo.  (4") 

Ye  shal  my  joly  body  have  to  weddo ; 
By  g'>d,  I  wol  nat  paye  yow  but  a-beddo. 
Forgive  it  me,  myn  owene  siwuso  dero  ; 
Tume    liiderward    and    makoth    bettre 

chore.'  1616 

This    marchant    saugh    ther    was    no 

remedye. 
And,  for  to  chydo,  it  nero  but  greet  folye, 
Sith  that  the  thing  may  nat  amended  be. 
'  Now,  wyf,'  ho  seyde,   '  and  I  foryove  it 

thoo ;  i6ao 

But,  by  thy  lyf,  no  bo  namoro  so  largo ; 
Keep  hot  our  good,  this  yevo  I  thoe  in 

charge.'  (43a) 

Thus  cndoth  now  my  tale,  and  god  us 

sonde 
Taling  y-nough,  tm-to  our  lyvos  cnde. 

Amen. 


Here  endeth  the  Shipmannes  Tale. 
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THE   PRIORESS'S   PROLOGUE. 

Bihold  the  mery  wordes  of  the  Host  to  the  Shipman  and  to  the 

lady  Prioresse. 


*  WxL  seyd,  by  corput  dominut^*  qnod  our 

hoste.  1635 

*  Now  longe  moot  thou  sayle  by  the  ooste, 
Sir  gontil  xnaister,  geutil  marineer ! 
God  yevo  this  monk  a  thousand  last  quad 

yeer ! 
A  ha !  felawes !  both  ware  of  swiche  a 

jape ! 
The  monk  pntte  in  the  mannes  hood  an 

ape,  1650 

And  in  his  wyv^  eek,  by  seint  Austin  ! 
Draweth  no  monkes  more  un-to  your  in. 
But  now  passe  over,  and  htt  ub  seke 

aboute, 


Who    shal    now  telle    first,  of  al  this 
route,  (10) 

Another  tale;*    and  with  that  word  he 
sayde,  1635 

As  curteisly  as  it  had  been  a  mayde, 
*  My  lady  Prioresse,  by  your  levo, 
80  that  I  wiste  I  sholde  yow  nat  ^reve, 
I  wolde  demen  that  ye  tollon  sholde 
A  tale  next,  if  so  were  that  ye  wolde.  1640 
Now  wol  ye  vouche-sauf,  my  lady  dere  ? ' 
*  Gladly,*  quod  she,   and  scyde  as  yo 
■hal  here.  (iS) 

i:xplicU, 


THE   PRIORESSES  TALE. 


The  Prologe  of  the  Prioresses  Tale. 


DojninCt  domintu  noater. 

O  Lord  our  lord,   thy  name  how  mer- 

veillous 
Is  in   this  large  worlde  y-sprad— quod 

she : — 
For  noght  only  thy  laudo  precious      1645 
Parfoumed  is  by  men  of  dignitee, 
But  by  the  mouth  of  children  thy  bountee 
Parfoumed  is,  for  on  the  brcst  soukinge 
Som  tyme  shewen  they  thyn  heryinge. 

Wherfor  in  laude,  as  I  best  can  or  may, 
Of  thee,  and  of  the  whyto  lily  flour     1651 
Which  that  thee  bar,  and  is  a  mayde 
alway,  (lu) 


To  telle  a  storie  I  wol  do  my  labour ; 
Not  that  I  may  encresen  hir  honour ; 
For  she  hir-self  is  honour,  and  the  rote 
Of  bountee,  next  hir  sonc,  and  soules 
bote. —  1656 

O  moder  mayde !  o  mayde  modor  free ! 
O  bush   unbrent,   brenninge   in   Moyses 

sightc. 
That  ravisedest  doun  fro  the  deitee, 
Thurgh  thyn  humblesse,  the  goost  that  in 

th*alighto,  1660 

Of  whos  vertn,  whan    he    thyn    herte 

lighte, 
Conceived  was  the  fiEuiros  sapience,      (20) 
Help  me  to  telle  it  in  thy  reverence ! 


T.  1 3404-1 S480.]        B.    ^Qe  (ptionenu  ^fe. 


499 


Lady !  tliy  bountce,  thy  magniilcencd,         | 
Thy  verta,  and  thy  grote  humilitee     1665 
Thor  may  no  tonf^o  oxpresse  in  no  science ; 
For  som-tymo^  lady,  er  men  praye  to  thee, 
Thou  giM>Bt  bifom  of  thy  bcnignitco, 
And  potest  us  the  light,  thnrgh  thy  preyere,  ; 
To  gyden  ns  un-to  thy  sone  so  dere.     1670 

My  conning  is  so  wayk,  o  blisfol  qaene, 
For  to  declare  thy  greto  worthincsse,  (30) 
That  I  ne  may  the  weighte  nat  snstene, 
But  as  a  child  of  twelf  monthe  old,  or 
losso,  1674 

That  can  nnncthes  any  word  expresse, 
Right  so  fare  I,  and  therfor  I  yow  prej'e, 
Gydeth  my  song  that  I  shal  of  yow  seye. 

ExplicU, 

Here  biginneth  the  Prioresses  Tale. 

Ther  was  in  Asie,  in  a  greet  citee, 
Ainonges  Crist«n  folk,  a  Jewerye, 
Siistonod  l>y  a  lord  of  that  contree       1680 
For  foule  usuro  and  lucre  of  vilanye, 
Hateful  to  Crist  and  to  his  companye ; 
And  thurgh  the  strete  men  mighte  xyde 
or  wondo,  (41) 

For  it  was  free,  and  ojpcji  at  either  ende. 

A  litel  scole  of  Cristen  folk  ther  stood 
Doun  at  the  forthcr  ende,  in  which  ther 

were  1686 

Children  an  hoep,  y-comen  of   Cristen 

blood, 
That  lemed  in  that  scolc  yeer  by  yere 
Swich  manor  doctrine  as  men  used  there. 
This  is  to  soyn,  to  singen  and  to  rede,  i6(X) 
As  smalo  children  doon  in  hir  ohildhede. 

Among  thise  cliildron  was  a  widwes  sone,  j 
A  litel  clergeon,  seven  yeer  of  age,        (51)  > 
Tliat  day  by  day  to  scole  was  his  wone, 
And  eek  also,  whcr-as  he  sangh  th*image    : 
Of  Cristes  moder,  hadde  lie  in  usage,  | 

As  him  was  taught,  to  knele  adoon  and 

seyo 
His  Ave  Marie^  as  he  goth  by  the  weye. 

Thus  hath  this  vridwo  hir  litel  sone  y- 

taught 
Our  blisfol  lady,  Cristes  moder  dere,  1700 
To  worshipe  ay,  and  ho  forgat  it  nmoght, 


For  sely  child  wol  olday  sone  lere ;  (6u) 
But  ay,  whan  I  remembre  on  this  matere, 
Soint  Nicholas  stant  ever  in  my  presenoe. 
For  ho  so  yong  to  Crist  did  reverence.  i7<jS 

This  litel  child,  his  litel  book  leminge, 
As  he  sat  in  the  scole  at  his  prymer, 
He  Ahina  redemptvru  horde  singe, 
As  children  lemed  hir  antiphoner ; 
And,  as  ho  dorsto,  he  drough  him  ner  and 


ner,  1710 

And  herkned  ay  the  wordes  and  the  note, 
Til  ho  the  firste  vers  coude  al  by  rote.  (70) 

Noght  wisto  ho  what  this  Latin  was  to 
seye, 

For  he  so  yong  and  tendre  was  of  age  ; 

But  on  a  day  his  fclaw  gon  ho  preye   1715 

Texi>oundon  him  this  song  in  his  langage, 

Or  telle  him  why  this  song  was  in  usage ; 

This  preydo  he  him  to  construe  and  de- 
clare 

Ful  ofte  tyme  upon  his  knowes  bare. 

His  felaw,  which  that  elder  was  than  he, 
Answerde  him  thus :  *■  this  song,  I  have 

herd  seye. 
Was  maked  of  our  blisfnl  lady  free,     (8u) 
Hir  to  salue,  and  eek  hir  for  to  preye 
To  been  our  help  and  socour  whan  we 

deye.  1734 

I  can  no  more  exponnde  in  this  matere ; 
I  leme  song,  I  can  but  smal  grammere.' 

*  And  is  this  song  maked  in  reverence 
Of  Cristos  moder  ? '  scydo  this  innocent ; 

*  Now  cert  OS,  I  wol  do  my  diligence     1739 
To  conno  it  al,  er  Cristemasse  is  went ; 
Though  that  I  for  my  piymer  shal  be 

shent, 
And  shal  bo  beten  thiy^s  in  an  hoove,  (90) 
I  wol  it  conne,  our  lady  for  to  hononre.* 

His  ftilaw  taughto  him  homward  inively. 
Fro  day  to  day,  til  he  ooode  it  by  rote, 
And  than  he  song  it  wel  and  boldely 
Fro  word  to  word,  acording  with  the  note ; 
Twy^s  a  day  it  passed  thorgh  his  throte. 
To  sooleward   and   homward  whan  he 
wente ;  1739 

On  Cristas  moder  set  was  his  entente. 


r^oo 
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As  I  liavo  Boyd,  tlinrgb-out  tho  .Teworyo 
Thislitel  child,  as  ho  cam  to  and  fro,  (luo) 
Fal  mcril^*'  than  woldo  ho  Bin|^,  and  cry^ 
O  Almd  Tcdemptoria  ever-mo. 
Tho  Bwotncs  hnth  his  herto  perced  bo  1745 
Of  CriBtcB  mo<ler,  that,  to  hir  to  preye, 
Ho  con  nat  Btinte  of  Binging  by  tho  weye. 

Our  firste  fo,  tho  serpent  Sathanas, 
That  hath  in  Jowes  liorto  his  wospes  nest, 
Up  swal,  and  scidc,   'O  Hebroik  i>ople, 
alias !  1750 

Is  this  to  yow  n  thing  that  is  honest, 
That  Bwich  n  Im>3'  shal  A^-alken  as  him  lest 
In  yonr  despyt,  and  singe  of  swich  sen- 
tence, (in) 
Which  is  agayn  your  lawes  reverence  ?  * 

Fro  thennes  forth  the  Jewes  han  con> 
spyred  1755 

This  innocent  ont  of  this  world  to  chace ; 

An  homicyde  ther-to  han  they  hjrred, 

That  in  an  aley  hadde  a  privee  place ; 

And  as  the  child  gan  for-by  for  to  pace, 

This  cnrsed  Jew  him  hento  and  heold 
him  fasto,  1760 

And  kitto  Iiis  throto,  and  in  a  pit  liim 
ciiste. 

Isoye  that  in  a  wardrol)e  they  him  thrcwo 
Whcr-as  thcsw  Jowos  purgon  hir  ontniillc. 
O  cnrsed  folk  of  Hero<Jo8  nl  nowo,  (i  Ji) 
What  may  your  yvcl  entente  yow  availle  ? 
Mordre  wol  ont,  certain,  it  wol  nat  faille. 
And  namely  ther  th'onour  of  god  shal 

8pre<lc, 
Tho  blood  out  cryetli  on  your  cursed  dedo. 

*  O  martir,  soudcd  to  virglnitee,  1769 
Now  inayston  singen,  folwing  ever  in  oon 
Tlie  wbj'te  lamb  celestial,'  qmnl  she, 

*  Of  which  tho  grete  evangelist,  seint  John, 
In  Pathmos  wroot,  which  soith  tliat  they 

that  goon  (131) 

Bifom  this  lamb,  and  sing^  a  songal  newe, 
That  never,   fleshly,   wommen    they  no 

knewe/  1775 

This  i>ovro  widwe  awaiteth  al  that  night 
After  hir  litcl  child,  but  he  cam  noght ; 
For  which,  oa  sonc  as  it  was  dayes  light, 


With  face  palo  of  drerle  and  bisy  thoglit, 
Shohathat  scolo  and  elles-wher  himsoght. 
Til  Anally  she  gan  BO  fcr  espyo  17S1 

That  he  last  seyn  was  in  tho  Jowcrye.  (140) 

With  modres  piteo  in  hir  brost  enclosed. 
She  gootli,  as  she  wero  half  out  of  hir 

minde. 
To  every  place  wher  she  hath  supposed 
By  lyklihodo  hir  litel  child  to  fmdo ;  178^1 
And  ever  on   Cristcs  modor  meko  and 

kindo 
She  cryde,and  atto  lostothussho  wroghte. 
Among  the  cursed  Jowos  sho  him  Hoghtc. 

She  frayneth  and  she  preyeth  pitously 
To  every  Jew  that  dwelto  in  thilko  place. 
To  telle  hir,  if  hir  child  wento  oght  for-by. 
They  seydo,  *  nay  * ;  but  Joau,  <>f  his  grace, 
Yaf  in  hir  thought,  inwith  a  lit«l  space, 
That  in  that  place  after  hir  sone  she  crydc. 
Wher  he  was  castcn  in  a  pit  bisyde.    171)6 

O  greto  god,  that  porfoumest  thy  laudo 
By  month  of  innocents,  lo  lioor  thy  might ! 
This  gemme  of  chastitoc,  this  emeraudo, 
And  eek  of  martirdom  the  ruby  bright, 
Thor  he  with  throte  y-corvon  lay  upright. 
Ho  ^  Alma  redemptoris*  gan  to  singe  (i6t); 
So  loude,  that  al  the  plof'c  gan  to  ringe. 

The  Criston  folk,  that  thurgh  the  stroto 
wcnte,  1S04 

In  coomcn,  for  to  wondro  up-on  this  thing, 
And  hastily  they  for  the  provost  souto  ; 
He  cam  anon  with-outen  tarying. 
And  herieth  Crist  that  is  of  hcvcn  king. 
And  eek  his  modcr,  honour  of  mankindo, 
And  after  that,  the  Jewes  loot  ho  binde. 

Tliis  child  with  pitous  lamentacioun  181 1 
Up-taken  was,  singing  his  song  alwaj' ; 
And  with  honour  of  greet  processioun 
They  carien  him  un-to  the  nexte  abbay. 
His  moder  swowning  by  tho  bero  lay  ; 
I'nnetho  might  the  pcple  tliat  was  tliorc 
This  newe  Bochel  bringe  fro  his  here. 

With  torment  and  with  shamful  deth 
echon  (176) 

This  provost  dooth  thise  Jewes  for  to 
•terve  1819 
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Tlmt  of  this  mortlro  wisto,  ami  that  nnon  ; 
Ho  nolde  no  Bwioh  ciirsednoRSo  ob8t»r\'e.       ; 
Yvrl  Klml  httvo,  tlmt  j^'el  wol  deBer\'0. 
Therfor  with  wildo  hors  ho  dide   hem  ' 
drawo,  (181)  ; 

And  alter  thtit  lio  hcng  liem  by  the  lawe. 


l'l>-on  his  l>oro  ay  Ij-th  this  innocent  1825  '■ 
Bil'orn  the  oliief  autcr,  whyl  mosso  lotto,  | 
And  aftL'T  that,  the  ubbot  with  liis  covcnt 
Han  sped  horn  for  to  borien  him  ful  foste  ; 
And    whan    they  holy  water    on    him 

caste, 
Yet  spiik  this  child,  whan  BX)ro>'nd  was 

holy  water,  1850  : 

And  song—'  O  Alma  redemptoris  mater  ! ' 

This  abbot,  which  that  was  an  holy  man 
As  nionkes  been,  or  ellea  oghteu  l)o,   (191) 
This  yongo  child  to  conjure  ho  bigan, 
And  seyde,  *  o  dere  child,  I  holso  thee, 
In  vertn  of  the  holy  Trinitee,  1856 

Tel  nio  what  is  thy  caoBO  for  to  singe, 
Sith  that  thy  throte  is  cut,  to  my  sem- 
ingo?' 

'  My  throto  is  cnt  un-to  my  nokke-boon,' 
Si^yde  this  child, '  and,  as  bj'  woy  of  kinde, 
I  sholde  have  dcyod,  yo,  longe  tyme  agoon, 
But  Jesu  Crist,  as  yo  in  bokes  finde,  (100) 
Wil  that  his  glorio  lasto  and  be  in  minde ; 
And,  for  the  worship  of  his  modor  dere, 
Yot  may  I  singe  **  O  Alma  "  loudo  and 
tloro.  1845 

This  wello  of  mercy,  Cristes  inoder  swete, 
I  lovodo  alwey,  as  after  mj'  conninge ; 
And  whan  that  I  my  l^-f  sholde  forlete. 
To  ino  she  cam,  and  bad  me  for  to  singe 
Thi3  outem  vcrraily  in  my  deyinge,    1850 


Ab  ye  han  herd,  and,  whan  that  I  had 

songo. 
He  thoughts,  she  loyde  a  grcjii  ui>-on  my 

tonge.  (aiu) 

Wherfor  T  singe,  and  singe  T  moot  certo3m 
In  honour  of  that  blisful  mayden  free, 
Til  fro  my  t^mgo  of-taken  is  the  gre^m ; 
And  afterward  thus  seyde  she  to  me, 
'*  My  litel  child,  now  wol  I  fecche  thee 
Whan  that  the  gre3m  is  fro  thy  tonge 
y-take ;  1858 

Be  nat  agast,  I  wol  thee  nat  forsake."  * 

This  holy  mionk,  this  abbot,  him  mono  I, 
Him  tonge  out-caughte,  and  took  a-wey 

the  greyn. 
And  he  yaf  up  the  goost  ful  softely.  (220) 
And  whan  this  abbot  had  this  wonder 

seyn, 
His  salto  teres  trikled  doun  na  rc>'n,  1864. 
And  gruf  he  ill  al  plat  up-on  the  grounde* 
And  stille  he  lay  as  he  had  been  y-bounde. 

Tlie  covent  eek  lay  on  the  x>avement 
Woping,  and  horien  Cristes  moder  dere. 
And  after  that  they  ryse,  and  forth  Iton 
went,  1869 

And  toke  awey  this  martir  fro  his  hero, 
And  in  a  tombe  of  marbul-stones  clcre 
Enclosen  they  his  litel  body  swoto  ;    (250) 
Ther  he  is  now,  god  levo  us  for  to  mete. 

O  yon^  Hugh  of  Lincoln,  slayn  also 

With  curse<l  Jewes,  as  it  is  notable,    1875 

For  it  nis  but  a  litel  whylo  ago  ; 

Preyo  eok  for  us,  wo  sinful  folk  unstable, 

That,  of  his  mercy,  god  so  morciablo 

On  us  his  greto  mercy  multiplye,        (237) 

For  reverence  of  his  modor  Maiye.  Amen. 


Here  is  ended  the  Prioresses  Tale. 
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B.     fptoto^t  to  ^t  ^iopM.       [t.  13621-13671. 


PROLOGUE  TO   SIR  THOPAS. 


Bihold  the  murye  wordes  of  the  Host  to  Chaucer. 


Whax  seyd  was  al  this  miracle,  every  man 
Ab  sobre  was,  that  wonder  was  to  see, 
Til  that  oar  hosto  japen  tho  bigan, 
And  than  at  erst  ho  loked  np-on  me, 
And  scyde  thns, '  what  man  artow  ? '  quod 

he ;  1885 

*Thon  lokest  as  thou  woldest  finde  an 

hare, 
For  over  up-on  the  ground  I  see  thee  stare. 

Approche  neer,  and  loke  up  merily. 
Now  war  yow,  sirs,  and  lat  this  man  have 

place ; 
He  in  the  waast  is  shape  as  wel  as  I ;  1890 
This  were  a  popct  in  an  arm  t'enbrace  (11) 


For  any  womman,  smal  and  fair  of  face. 
He  semeth  elvish  hy  his  contenaunce. 
For  un-to  no  wight  dooth  he  daliaunce. 

Sey  now  somwhat,   sin  other  folk  han 
sayd ;  1895 

Tel  us  a  tale  of  mirtho,  and  that  anoon  ;  * — 
'  Hostc,'  quod  I,  *  ne  beth  nat  yvel  apayd, 
For  other  tale  certes  can  I  noon. 
But  of  a  ryme  I  lomed  longo  agoon.* 
*  Ye,  that  is  good,'  quod  he ;  *  now  shnl 
we  here  1900 

Som  deyntee  thing,  me  thinketh  by  his 
chere.*  (ai) 

Explicit, 


SIR  THOPAS. 


Here  biglnneth  Chancers  Tale  of  Thopas. 


LnrncTH,  lordes,  in  good  entent, 
And  I  wol  telle  verrayment 

Of  mirthe  and  of  solas ; 
Al  of  a  knyght  was  fair  and  gent        1905 
In  bataille  and  in  toumeyment. 

His  name  was  sir  Thopas. 

Y-bom  ho  was  in  fcr  contree, 
In  Flaundres,  al  biyonde  tho  see. 

At  Pox)oring,  in  the  place  ;  1910 

His  fader  was  a  man  fnl  free,  (10) 

And  lord  he  was  of  that  contree. 

As  it  was  goddos  grace. 

Sir  Thopas  wex  a  doghty  swayn, 
Wh>-t  was  his  face  as  pa^mdemayn,    1915 
His  lippes  redo  as  rose ; 


His  rode  is  lyk  scarlet  in  grayn, 
And  I  yow  telle  in  good  certayn. 
He  hadde  a  semely  nose. 

His  heer,  his  herd  was  lyk  safTroun,    1920 
That  to  his  girdol  raughte  adoun  ;        (30} 

His  shoon  of  Cordewano. 
Of  Brugges  were  his  hosen  broun. 
His  robe  was  of  ciclatoun, 

That  coste  many  a  jane.  1935 

Ho  coude  hunte  at  wildo  deer, 
And  r^'de  an  hauking  for  riveer, 

With  g^ey  goehauk  on  Iiondo ; 
Thcr-to  he  was  a  good  archeor, 
Of  wrastling  was  ther  noon  his  peer,  1930 

Ther  any  ram  shal  stonde.  (50) 


T.  13672-13761.] 


B.    jSir  Zi^OB. 
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Fal  many  a  maydc,  bright  in  boor, 
They  moome  for  him,  paramour, 

Whan  horn  wore  bet  to  slepe ; 
Bnt  ho  "was  chast  and  no  lechour,        1955 
And  sweet  as  is  tho  bremble-flour 

Tliat  bereth  the  rede  hepe. 

And  so  bifel  np-on  a  day, 
Por  sothe,  as  I  yow  telle  may, 

Sir  Thopas  wolde  oat  ryde  ;  1940 

He  worth  upon  his  stede  gray,  (40) 

And  in  his  honde  a  lanncegay, 

A  long  swcrd  by  his  syde. 

He  priketh  thnrgh  a  fair  forest, 
Ther-inne  is  many  a  wilde  best,  1945 

Ye,  bathe  bakke  and  hare ; 
And,  as  he  priketh  north  and  est, 
I  telle  it  yow,  him  hadde  almost 

Bitid  a  sory  care.  1949 

Ther  springeu  herbes  grete  and  smale, 
The  lycorys  and  cetewale,  (50) 

And  many  a  clowe-gilofre  ; 
And  notemuge  to  2>ntte  in  ale. 
Whether  it  be  moyste  or  stale, 

Or  for  to  leye  in  cofre.  1955 

The  briddoB  singe,  it  is  no  nay, 
Tho  sparhank  and  tho  pai)ejay, 

That  joye  it  was  to  here  ; 
The  thmstelcok  made  cck  his  lay, 
The  wodedowve  upon  the  spray  i960 

She  sang  fal  loade  and  clere.  (6c) 

Sir  Thopas  fil  in  love-longinge 

Al  whan  he  hcrdo  the  thrastel  singo, 

And  prikeil  as  ho  were  wood  : 
His  fairc  stedo  in  his  prikinge  1965 

So  swatte  that  men  mighte  liim  wringe, 

His  sydes  were  al  blood. 

Sir  Thopas  eok  so  wery  was 
For  prikinge  on  the  sofbe  gras. 

So  flora  was  his  corage,  1970 

That  doan  he  loyde  him  in  that  plaB    (;o) 
To  make  his  stede  som  solas. 

And  yaf  him  gootl  forage. 


'  O  scint^  Marie,  h^tt'cite  ! 
What  cyleth  this  love  at  me 
To  binde  mo  so  sore  ? 


«975 


He  dremed  al  this  night,  pardoe. 
An  elf-qaeen  shal  my  lomman  be. 
And  slepe  under  my  gore. 

An  elf-qaeen  wol  I  love,  y-wis,  1980 
For  in  this  world  no  womman  iB          (80) 

Worthy  to  be  my  make  [T.  \yj22 

In  toane ;  [T.  13722 

Alle  othere  wommen  I  forsake,  [T.  13723 

And  to  an  elf-qaeen  I  mo  take  1985 

By  dale  and  eok  by  doano  ! ' 

In-to  his  sadel  ho  clamb  anoon. 
And  priketh  over  style  and  stoon 

An  elf-qaeen  for  t'espyo, 
Til  he  so  longe  had  riden  and  goon    1990 
That  he  fond,  in  a  privoo  woon,  (90) 

The  controe  of  Fairyo  [T.  13731 

So  wilde ;  ^.  13734 

For  in  that  contree  was  ther  noon 
■j-That  to  him  dorste  ryde  or  goon,       1995 

Neither  wyf  ne  childe. 

Til  that  ther  cam  a^n^'oot  geaunt, 
His  name  was  sir  Olifannt, 

A  periloas  man  of  dodo ; 
He  seyde,  *  child,  by  Tormagaont,       2000 
Bat-if  thoa  priko  oat  of  myn  haont,  (lou) 

Anon  I  sloe  thy  stede  [T.  13743 

With  mace.        [T.  13743 
Heer  is  the  qaeen  of  Fayfiiye, 
With  harpe  and  pypo  and  simphonyo  2005 

Dwelling  in  this  place.* 

The  child  seyde,  '  al-so  mote  I  thee, 
Tomorwo  wol  I  mete  thee 

Whan  I  have  myn  armoare ; 
And  yet  I  hoi)e,  par  ma  fay^  2010 

That  thoa  slialt  with  this  laancegay  (no) 

Abyon  it  fal  soaro ;  [T.  13752 

Thy  mawe  [T.  13752 

Shal  I  percon,  if  I  may, 
£r  it  be  fhlly  pryme  of  day,  2015 

For  heer  thoa  shalt  be  slawo.* 

Sir  Thopas  drow  abak  ftil  faste ; 
This  gcaant  at  him  stones  caste 

Oat  of  a  id  staf-slinge ; 
Bnt  fairo  cscapeth  child  Thopas,         2020 
And  al  it  was  thnrgh  goddes  gras,      (120) 

And  thnrgh  his  fair  beringe. 
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B.    ^r  ^Qopoe. 


[t.  13762-13846. 


Tot  listcth,  lordes,  to  my  talc 
Morior  than  tho  nightingalo, 

For  now  I  wol  yow  rouno  2035 

How  sir  Thopas  with  sydes  smxile, 
Priking  over  liil  and  dale, 

Is  como  ngayn  to  tonne. 

His  mcrio  men  comaudcd  ho 

To  make  him  bothu  game  and  glee,     3050 

For  noilcs  moste  he  ilghte  (130) 

"With  ft  gcaunt  with  hevodos  three, 
For  pxiramour  and  joliteo 

Of  oon  that  slioon  ful  brighte. 

*  Do  come,'  ho  seyde,  '  my  niinstralcs,  aiy$$ 
And  gcstr^urs,  for  to  tellen  tales 

Anon  in  myn  arminge  ; 
Of  romances  that  been  royalcs, 
Of  popes  and  of  cardinales. 

And  eek  of  lovo-lykinge.*  204.0 

They  fotte  him  first  the  swete  wyn,   (140) 
And  mode  eek  in  a  moselyn, 

And  royal  spiceryo 
Of  gingebreed  that  was  ful  fyn. 
And  lycorys,  and  eek  comyn,  2045 

With  sugre  that  is  so  trye. 

Ho  dido  next  liis  whyte  lore 
Of  clooth  of  lake  fyn  and  clere 

A  breech  and  eek  a  sherte ; 
And  next  his  sherte  an  aketonn,         2050 
And  over  that  an  haberg^eoon  (150) 

For  percinge  of  his  herte  ; 

And  over  that  a  fyn  hauberk, 
Was  al  y-wroght  of  Jewes  work, 

Ful  strong  it  was  of  plate ;  2055 

And  over  that  his  cote-armonr 
As  whyt  as  is  a  lHy-flour, 

In  which  ho  wol  debate. 

His  shecld  was  al  of  gold  so  reed, 

And  ther-in  was  a  bores  heed,  2060 

A  charboclo  bisydo  ;  (160) 

And  there  he  swoor,  on  ale  and  breed, 
How  tliut '  the  geannt  shal  bo  deed, 

Bityde  what  bityde  !  * 


His  sadel  was  of  rewcl-boon, 
His  brydel  as  tho  sonne  shoon, 
Or  OS  the  mono  light. 


2.tyii 


His  jambeux  were  of  quirboilly, 
His  swcrdes  shcthc  of  yvory. 
His  helm  of  laton  bright ; 


2065 


His  spere  was  of  fyn  ciprees,  (170) 

That  Ixxloth  werre,  and  no-thing  ppcs, 

The  heed  fol  sharpo  y-groundo  ; 
His  stede  was  al  dappol-gray, 
It  gooth  an  ambel  in  tlie  way  2075 

Ful  softely  and  roundo  [T.  138x5 

In  londo.     [T.  13S15 
Lo,  lordes  mync,  hecr  is  a  fit ! 
If  ye  wol  any  more  of  it. 

To  telle  it  wol  I  fonde.  20&) 


[The  Second  Fit.] 

Now  hold  your  mouth,  par  charitce^   (i&>) 
Bothe  knight  and  lady  free, 

And  herkneth  to  my  spcUo  ; 
Of  bataille  and  of  chivalry, 
And  of  ladyos  love-dniry  2^)85 

Anon  I  wol  yow  telle. 

Men  spoke  of  romances  of  prj's, 
Of  Horn  child  and  of  Yi)otys, 

Of  Devis  and  sir  Gy, 
Of  sir  Libeux  and  Plcyn-damour ;        209i> 
But  sir  Thopas,  he  beroth  the  flour    (190) 

Of  royal  chivalry. 

His  go<le  stede  al  he  bistrood, 
And  forth  ui>on  his  wey  ho  glood  • 

As  sparkle  out  of  the  brondo  ;  2095 

Up-on  his  crest  he  bar  a  tour, 
And  ther-in  stiked  a  lily-flour, 

God  shilde  his  cors  fro  shonde ! 

And  for  he  was  a  knight  auntrous, 

He  noldo  slepen  in  non  hous,  2io!> 

But  liggen  in  his  hode  ;  (200) 

His  brighte  helm  was  his  wonger, 
And  by  him  baiteth  his  dextrer 

Of  herbos  fyne  and  gode. 

Him-self  drank  water  of  the  wel,         2105 
As  did  the  knight  sir  Percivel, 

So  worthy  under  wede, 
Til  on  a  day (207) 


Here  the  Host  stinteth  Cliancer  of  his  Tale  of  Thopas. 


T.  13847-13894]       B.    O>vofo0[tte  to  (niefifiette. 
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PROLOGUE   TO    MELIBEUS. 


*  No  more  of  this,  for  g^des  dignitee,' 
Qnod  oare  hoste, '  for  thou  makest  me  ai  to 
So  wery  of  thy  verray  lowednosse 
That,  also  -wisly  (^od  my  sotdo  blesse, 
Myn  eres  aken  of  thy  drasty  speche  ; 
Now  swicho  a  rym  the  devel  I  biteche ! 
This  may  wcl  be  rym.  dogerel,'  quod  he. 

'  Why  so  ? '  quod  I, '  why  wiltow  lette  mo 
More  of  my  tale  than  another  man, 
Sin  that  it  is  the  beste  rj'm  I  can  ? '     (lo) 
'  By  go<l,'   quod   he,    '  for  pleynly,   at 

a  word. 
Thy  drasty  lyming  is  nat  worth  a  tord ; 
Thou  doost  nought  elles  but  desxHsndest 

tjTTie,  aiai 

Sir,   at    o  word,   thou   shalt    no  lengor 

rjTnc. 
I^t  soc  whcr  thou  canst  tellen  aught  in 

gest^. 
Or  telle  in  prose  somwhat  at  the  leste 
In  which  thcr  be  som  mirthe  or  Bom 

doctryne.*  2125 

•  fHadly,'  qnwl  I,  'by gfxldes  swete  pyne, 
I  wol  yow  telle  a  litel  thing  in  prose, 
That  oghto  lyken  yow,  as  I  suppose,     (ao) 
Or  elles,  ccrt^'s,  yo  been  to  daungerous. 
It  is  a  moral  tale  vertuous,  2130 

Al  be  it  told  som-tyme  in  sondry  wyse 
Of  sondry  folk,  as  I  shal  yow  devyse. 


As  thus ;  ye  woot  that  every  evangelist, 
That  telleth  us  the  peyne  of  Jesu  Crist, 
Ne  saith  nat  al  tiling  as  his  fclaw  dooth. 
But  natheles,  hir  sentence  is  al  sooth,  3136 
And  alle  acorden  as  in  hir  sentence, 
Al  be  ther  in  hir  telling  difference.      (30) 
For  somme  of  hem  8e3rn  more,  and  somme 

lesse, 
Whan  they  his  pitous  passioun  exprcsse ; 
I  mene  of  Mark  [and]  Mathew,  Luk  and 

John ;  2141 

But  doutclees  hir  sentence  is  al  oon. 
Therfor,  lordinges  alle,  I  yow  biseche. 
If  that  ye  thinko  I  varie  as  in  my  speche, 
As  thus,  thogh  that  I  telle  som-what  more 
Of  proverbes,  than  ye  han  herd  bifore, 
Ck>mprehendod  in  this  litel  tretis  here, 
To  enforce  with  the  th'effect  of  mymatere, 
And  thogh  I  nat  the  same  wordes  seye  (41) 
As  ye  han  herd,  yet  to  yow  alle  I  preye, 
Blameth  me  nat ;  for,  as  in  my  sentence, 
Ye  shul  not  fynden  mocho  difference 
Fro  the  sentence  of  this  tretis  lyte 
After  the  which  this  mery  tale  I  wryto. 
And  therfor  herkneth  what  that  I  shal 

scye,  ai55 

And  lat  me  tellen  al  my  tale,  I  preye.'  (48) 

ExpUcU, 


THE    TALE    OF    MELIBEUS. 


Here  biginneth  Chancers  Tale  of  Melibee. 


§  1.  A  yong  man  called  Melibeus, 
mighty  and  riche,  bigat  up-on  his  wyf 
that  called  was  Prudence,  a  doghter 
which  that  chilled  was  Sophie./ 

§  2.  Upon  a  day  bifcl,  that  he  for  his 
dosport  is  went  in-to  the  feeldes  him  to 
pleye.  /     His  yryf  and  eek  his  doghter 


hath  he  left  in  with  his  hons,  of  which  the 
dores  wercn  fast  y-shette.  /  Three  of  his 
olde  foos  han  it  espyed,  and  setten  laddres 
to  the  walles  of  liis  hous,  and  by  ttio 
windowes  been  entred,  /  and  betten  his  a  160 
wyf,  and  wounded  his  doghter  with  fyve 
mortal  woundes  in  fyve  sondry  places  ;  / 


6o6 


B.    Zlii  Zak  of  (rneKSeue. 


[t.  §s  3-8: 


this  is  to  se>-n,  in  hir  foot,  in  liir  handes, 
in  hir  ores,  in  hir  nose,  and  in  hir  month ; 
and  Icfton  hir  for  deed,  and  wonton 
awey.  / 

§  n.  Whan  Melibeas  rctoumcd  was  in- 
to his  hons,  and  sangli  al  tliis  mcschiof, 
ho,  lyk  a  mad  man,  rendinf^c  his  clothes, 
gan  to  wcpo  and  crj'e.  / 

§  4.  Prudence  his  wyf,  as  ferforth  as 
she  dorste,  bisoghte  him  of  his  weping  for 
to  stinte ;  /  bat  nat  for-thy  he  gan  to 
3165  oryo  and  wcpcu  over  longer  the  more.  / 

§  5.  This  noble  wyf  Prudence  remem- 
bered hir  uxx>n  the  sentence  of  Ovide,  in 
his  book  that  eloped  is  The  Remedie  of 
LoYo,  wher-as  he  seith ;  /  *  he  is  a  fool 
that  dostourbeth  the  modor  to  wepen  in 
the  dceth  of  hir  child,  til  she  have  wept 
hir  fillo,  as  for  a  certein  tyme ;  /  and 
thanno  shal  man  doon  his  diligence  with 
amiable  wordcs  hir  to  roconforte,  and 
preyen  hir  of  hir  weping  for  to  stinte.'  / 
For  which  resoun  this  noble  w^'f  Prudence 
mfired  hir  housbond  for  to  wope  and  crye 
as  for  a  certein  space ;  /  and  whan  she 
saugh  hir  tyme,  she  seyde  him  in  this 
wyso.  '  Alias,  my  lord,*  quod  she,  '  why 
2170  make  ye  your-self  for  to  be  lyk  a  fool?  / 
For  sothe,  it  aperteneth  nat  U>  a  wys 
man,  to  maken  swiche  a  sorwe.  /  Your 
doghtcr,  with  the  grace  of  go<i,  shal 
warisshe  and  escape.  /  And  al  were  it  so 
that  she  right  now  were  dee<i,  ye  no  oghto 
nat  as  for  hir  doeth  your-self  to  destroye./ 
Senok  seith:  ''the  wise  man  shal  nat 
take  to  greet  disconfort  for  the  deeth  of 
his  children,  /  but  cortes  he  sholde  su£fren 
it  in  x>acicnce,  as  wel  as  he  abydeth  the 
ai75  dceth  of  his  owone  pn>pre  persone." '  / 

§  6.  This  Melibeus  answerde  anon  and 
Bcyde,  *  What  man,'  quod  he,  *  sholde  of 
his  weping  stinte,  that  hath  so  greet 
a  cause  for  to  wepe  ?  /  Jesn  Crist,  our 
lord,  him-self  wepte  for  the  doeth  of 
Lazarus  liis  frocnd.'/  Prudence  answerde, 
*  Certcs,  wol  I  woot,  attempreo  weping  is 
no-thing  defended  to  him  that  sorwoful 
is,  amoiiges  folk  in  sorwe,  but  it  is  rather 
graunte<l  him  to  wepe.  /  The  Apostle 
Paul  nn-to  the  Romuyns  wryteth,  ''man 
shal  rcjoyse  with  hem  that  makon  joyo, 


and  wepen  with  swich  folk  as  wcpen."  / 
But  thogh  attempre<»  weping  bo  y- 
grauntod,  outrageous  weping  certcs  is 
defended.  /  Mesnre  of  weping  sholde  bo  aijfc, 
considered,  after  the  lore  tliat  tocheth  us 
Senek.  /  "Wluiu  that  thy  freend  is 
dee<l,'*  quod  he,  "  lat  nat  thyne  oyen  to 
moyste  been  of  ti»rcs,  ne  to  muche  drye  ; 
althogh  the  teres  come  to  thyne  eyen,  lat 
hem  nat  falle."  /  And  whan  thou  hast 
for-gO(m  thy  freend,  do  diligence  to  geto 
another  freend  ;  and  this  is  more  wysdom 
than  for  to  wepe  for  thy  freend  which 
that  thou  hast  lorn  ;  for  ther-inne  is  no 
bote.  /  And  therfore,  if  yo  govemo  yow 
by  sapience,  put  awey  sorwo  out  of  your 
herte.  /  Ilemcmbre  yow  that  Jesus  Syrak 
seith  :  "  a  man  that  is  joyous  and  ghid  in 
herte,  it  him  conservoth  iiorlsshing  in  his 
age ;  but  sfK>thly  sorwoful  herto  makoth 
his  bones  drye."/  He  seith  eok  tlius  :  3185 
"that  sorwe  in  herte  slooth  ful  many 
a  man."  /  Salomon  seith  :  "  that,  right 
as  motthes  in  the  shepcs  floes  auoyeth  to 
the  clothes,  and  the  sniale  woruics  to  tlio 
tree,  right  so  anoyetli  sorwe  to  tlio 
herte."  /  Wherfore  us  oghto,  as  wcl  i:i 
the  doeth  of  our  children  as  in  the  lasso 
of  our  goodes  t<;mporels,  have  pacicnoe.  / 

§  7.  Bemembre  yow  ui>-on  the  pacicnt 
Job,  wlian  he  haddelost  his  children  and 
his  t<:'mporcl  substance,  and  in  his  body 
endured  and  receyved  ful  many  a  grevous 
tribulacioun  ;  yet  seyde  he  thus  :  /  "  our 
lord  hatli  yeven  it  me,  onr  lord  hath 
birafb  it  me  ;  right  as  our  lord  hath  wold, 
right  so  it  is  doon  ;  ble8se<l  be  the  iinnie 
of  our  lord." '  /  To  thise  foresoido  thingcs  219(1 
answerde  Melibeus  un-to  his  wyf  Pru- 
dence :  '  Alle  thy  wordes,'  quod  he,  '  been 
sothe,  and  ther-to  profitable  ;  but  trewely 
myn  herte  is  troubled  with  this  sorwe  so 
grovously,  that  I  noot  what  to  done.'  / 
'  Lat  calle,'  quod  Prudence,  '  thy  trewo 
frcendes  alle,  and  thy  linage  whiche  that 
been  wyse;  telleth  your  cas,  and  herknoth 
wliat  they  sej-e  in  consoiling,  and  yow 
govemo  after  hir  sentence.  /  Salomon 
seith  :  "  werk  alio  thy  thinges  by  conseil, 
and  thou  shalt  never  reiH^nte." '  / 

§  8.  Thanne,  by  the  oonseil  of  his  wyf 
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Prudence,  this  Mclibcus  loot  eallen  a  gfreet 
congregacioTin  of  folk ;  /  as  sorgiens, 
phisiciens,  olrlo  folk  and  yonge^  and 
somme  of  hiso  olde  cnemys  reconsiled  as 
by  hir  semblaunt  to  his  love  and  in-to  his 

^»95  ffrace  ;  /  nnd  thcr-with-al  ther  comen 
sommo  of  hiso  noighobores  that  diden 
him  reverence  more  for  drede  than  for 
love,  as  it  happoth  ofte.  /  Ther  comen 
also  ful  many  subtile  flatereres,  and  wyse 
advocats  lemod  in  the  lawc.  / 

§  9.  And  whan  this  folk  togidre  as- 
somble<l  wcron,  this  Molibous  in  sorweful 
wyso  shewed  hem  his  cas  ;  /  and  by  the 
mancro  of  his  spccho  it  oomod  that  in 
hcrte  he  bar  a  cruel  ire,  re<ly  to  doon 
vengeaunce  up-on  liise  foos,  and  sodeynly 
desired  that  the  werre  sholde  biginne  ;  / 
but  natholoos  yot  axed  he  hir  conseil  npon 

2-rm)  this  matorc.  /  A  surgien,  by  licence  and 
assent  of  swichc  as  weren  wj-so^  np  roos 
and  un-to  Hclibous  soyde  as  ye  may 
hero.  / 

§  10.  '  Sir,'  quod  he,  '  as  to  us  snrgiens 
aportencth,  that  wo  do  to  every  wight  the 
basto  that  wo  can,  wher-as  we  been  with- 
lioldo,  and  to  our  pacients  that  we  do  no 
damage ;  /  whcribro  it  happeth,  many 
tyme  and  ofte,  that  whan  twey  men  han 
cvorich  wounded  other,  oon  same  surgien 
holcth  hem  botho  ;  /  wherefore  nn-to  our 
art  it  is  nat  pertinent  to  norice  werre,  no 
parties  to  supporto.  /  But  certes,  as  to 
the  warisshingo  of  your  doghter,  al-be-iX 
Ro  that  she  periloiisly  be  wounded,  wo 
shuUon  do  so  ontentif  bisinesse  fro  day 
to  night,  that  with  the  grace  of  god  she 
shal  bo  hool  and  sound  as  sone  as  is 

a^o5  possible.'  /  Almost  right  in  the  same 
wyse  tho  phisiciens  answerdon,  save  that 
they  soyden  a  fewe  wordos  more :  /  *That, 
right  as  maladyes  been  cured  by  hir 
contraries,  right  so  shul  men  wariasho 
werre  by  vengeaunce.'  /  His  neighobores, 
fill  of  onvyc,  his  feynod  froendos  that 
Hcuieden  reconsiled,  and  his  flatoreros,  / 
miidon  seniblant  of  woping,  and  om- 
IHuredon  ami  agreggoden  muchel  of  this 
inatere,  in  preising  greotly  Moliboe  of 
might,  of  power,  of  richesse,  and  of 
froendos,  despysinge  tho  power  of  his 


adversaries,  /  and  soidon  ontrcly  that  ho 
anon  sholde  wroken  him  on  his  foos  and 
biginno  werre.  /  aji:> 

§  11.  Up  roos  thanne  an  advocat  that 
was  wys,  by  love  and  by  conseil  of  othoro 
that  wore  wyse,  and  seyde  :  /  '  Jjordinges, 
the  ne<le  for  which  we  been  assembled  in 
this  place  is  a  ful  hevy  thing  and  an 
heigh  mat-ere,  /  by-cause  of  tho  wrong 
and  of  the  wikkednosse  that  hath  bo 
doon,  and  eek  by  resoun  of  tho  greto 
damages  that  in  tymo  cominge  been 
possible  to  fallen  for  this  samo  cause ;  / 
and  eek  by  resoun  of  the  grete  richcsso 
and  power  of  tho  parties  botho ;  /  for  tho 
which 0  resouns  it  wero  a  ful  greet  peril 
to  erren  in  this  matere.  /  Wherforo,  2215 
Molibous,  this  is  our  sentence :  we  con- 
seillo  yow  aboven  alle  thing,  that  right 
anon  thou  do  thy  diligence  in  kepinge  of 
thy  propre  persono,  in  swich  a  wyso  that 
thou  no  wan  to  noon  ospye  no  wacche,  thy 
body  for  to  save.  /  And  after  that  wo 
conseille,  that  in  thyn  hons  thou  setto 
sufhsant  garnisonn,  so  that  they  may  as 
wel  thy  body  as  thyn  hous  dofonde.  / 
But  certes,  for  to  mfiovo  worro,  or  so- 
deynly for  to  doon  vengeaunce,  we  may 
nat  demon  in  so  litel  tyme  that  it  wero 
profitable.  /  AVhorfore  wo  axon  leyser 
and  espace  to  have  deliberacioun  in  this 
cas  to  demo.  /  For  the  commune  proverbe 
seith  thus :  '^  he  that  sone  demeth,  sono 
shal  repente."  /  And  eek  men  seyn  that  aaao 
thilko  jugo  is  wys,  that  sone  nnder- 
stondeth  a  matere  and  juggoth  by  leyser.  / 
For  al-be-it  so  that  alle  tarying  bo 
anoyful,  algates  it  is  nat  to  reprove  in 
yevingo  of  jugemont,  no  in  vengeance- 
taking,  whan  it  is  suffisant  and  reson- 
ablo.  /  And  that  shewed  our  lord  Jesn 
Crist  by  ensamplo ;  for  whan  that  the 
womman  that  was  taken  in  avoutrie  was 
broght  in  liis  presence,  to  knowen  what 
sholdo  be  doon  with  hir  persono,  al-be-it 
so  that  ho  wisto  wcl  him-sclf  what  that 
ho  wolde  answere,  yet  no  wohlo  ho  nat 
answero  sodeynly,  but  ho  woldo  have 
deliberacioun,  and  in  the  ground  ho 
wr*)ot  twyes.  /  And  by  thise  causes  we 
axon  doliboracioun,  and  we  shal  thanno, 
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hy  the  grace  of  god,  oonseille  thee  thing 
that  shal  be  profitable.'/ 

§  12.  Up  stirten  thanne  the  yonge  folk 
at-ones,  and  the  moste  partie  of  that 
oompanye  han  scorned  the  olde  "wyse 
men,  and  bigonnen  to  make  no3r8e,  and 

2335  seyden  :  that,  /  right  so  as  whyl  that  iren 
is  hoot,  men  sholden  smyte,  right  so,  men 
sholde  wreken  hir  wronges  whylo  that 
they  been  frrashe  and  newe ;  and  with 
load  voys  they  ciyden,  *  werre  !  werre ! '/ 
Up  roos  tho  oon  of  thise  olde  "wyse,  and 
with  his  hand  made  contenaunce  that 
men  sholde  holden  hem  stille  and  yeven 
liim  audience.  /  'Lordinges,*  quod  he, 
*ther  is  fol  many  a  man  that  cryeth 
"werre!  werre!"  that woot fnl litel what 
werre  amoonteth.  /  Werre  at  his  bi- 
ginning  hath  so  greet  an  entree  and  so 
large,  that  ovexy  wight  may  entre  whan 
him  lyketh,  and  lightly  finde  werre.  / 
Bat,  cortes,  what  ende  that  shal  ther-of 

Mjo  bifalle,  it  is  nat  light  to  knowe.  /  For 
sothly,  whan  that  werre  is  ones  bigonne, 
ther  is  ful  many  a  child  unborn  of  his 
moder,  that  shal  sterve  yong  by-cause  of 
that  ilke  werre,  or  olles  live  in  sorwe  and 
dye  in  wrecchodnesse.  /  And  ther-fore, 
er  that  any  werre  biginno,  men  moste 
have  greet  conseil  and  greet  delibera- 
cioun.  Y  And  whan  this  olde  man  wende 
to  enforcen  his  tale  by  resons,  wel  ny 
alle  at-ones  bigonne  they  to  ryse  for  to 
bxeken  his  tale,  and  beden  him  fol  ofbe 
his  wordcs  for  to  abregge.  /  For  soothly, 
he  that  precheth  to  hem  that  listen  nat 
heren  his  wordos,  his  sermon  hem 
anoyeth.  /  For  Jesus  Syrak  soith  :  that 
*musik  in  wepinge  is  anoyous  thing'; 
this  is  to  soyn :  as  muche  availleth 
to  spoken  bifore  folk  to  whiche  his 
speche     anoyeth,     as    dooth    to    singe 

9^35  bift)m  him  that  wepeth.  /  And  whan 
this  wyso  man  saugh  that  him  wanted 
audience,  al  shamefast  he  sette  him  doun 
agajm.  /  For  Salomon  seith  :  *  ther-as 
thou  ne  mayst  have  noon  audience, 
enforce  thee  nat  to  speke.'/  '  I  see  wel,' 
quod  this  wyse  man,  *  that  the  commune 
proverbe  is  sooth;  that  "good  conseil 
wanteth  whan  it  is  most  nede." '/ 


§  18.  Tet  hadde  this  MeUbeus  in  his 
conseil  many  folk,  that  prively  in  his  ere 
oonseiUed  him  certcjm  thing,  and  con> 
seilled  him  the  contrarie  in  general 
audience.  / 

Whan  Melibeus  hadde  herd  that  the 
gretteste  partie  of  his  conseil  weren 
accorded  that  he  sholde  maken  werre, 
anoon  he  consented  to  hir  conseilling, 
and  fully  affermed  hir  sentence.  /  Thanne  2240 
dame  Prudence,  whan  that  she  saugh  how 
that  hir  housbonde  shoop  him  for  t<» 
wreken  him  on  Ids  foos,  and  to  biginne 
werre,  she  in  ful  humble  wyse,  when  she 
saugh  hir  tjrme,  soide  him  thise  wordes :/ 
*  Hy  lord,'  quod  she,  *  I  yow  biseche  as 
hertely  as  I  dar  and  can,  no  haste  yow 
nat  to  faste,  and  for  alle  guerdons  as 
ycveth  me  audience.  /  For  Piers  Alfoneo 
seith  :  "  who-so  that  dooth  to  that  other 
good  or  harm,  haste  thee  nat  to  quyton 
it ;  for  in  this  wyse  thy  frccnd  wol  abyde, 
and  thjoi  enemy  shal  the  lengcr  live  in 
drede."/  The  proverbe  seith :  "hehasteth 
wel  that  wysely  can  abyde " ;  and  in 
wikked  haste  is  no  profit.'/ 

§  14.  This  Molibee  answerde  un-to  his 
wyf  Prudence  :  '  I  purpose  nat,'  quod  he, 
'  to  werke  by  thy  conseil,  for  many  causes 
and  resouns.  For  certcs  every  wight 
wolde  holde  mo  thanne  a  fool ;  /  this  is  2245 
to  seyn,  if  I,  for  thy  conseilling,  wolde 
chaungcn  thinges  that  been  ordcyned 
and  affermed  by  so  manye  w^'so.  / 
Secoundly  I  seye,  that  alle  wommen  been 
wikke  and  noon  good  of  hem  alle.  For 
"of  a  thousand  men,"  seith  Salomon, 
"  I  fond  a  good  man  :  but  certos,  of  alle 
wommen,  good  womman  fond  I  never.'*/ 
And  also  certcs,  if  I  governed  me  by  thy 
conseil,  it  sholde  seme  that  I  hadde  yeve 
to  thee  over  me  the  maistrie ;  and  god 
forbede  that  it  so  were.  /  For  Jesus 
Syrak  seith;  "that  if  the  wyf  have 
maistrie,  she  is  contrarious  to  hir  hous- 
bonde." /  And  Salomon  seith  :  "  never 
in  thy  lyf,  to  thy  wyf,  ne  to  thy  child,  ne 
to  thy  frecnd,  ne  yeve  no  power  over  thy- 
self For  bettre  it  were  that  thy  children 
aske  of  thy  persone  thinges  that  hem 
nedeth,  than  thou  see  thy-self  in  the 
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2250  handes  of  thy  children."/  And  also,  if 
I  wolde  werko  by  thy  conseilling,  certea 
my  consoilling  nxosto  som  tyme  be  secree, 
til  it  were  tymo  that  it  moste  be  knowe ; 
and  this  ne  may  noght  be.  /  [f  For  it  is 
writen,  that  **  the  janglerie  of  womjnen 
can  hyden  thinges  that  they  viten 
noght."  /  Furthermore,  the  philosophre 
seith,  **  in  wikked  conseil  wommen  ven- 
qaisshe  men  " ;  and  for  thise  resonns  I  ne 
ow  nnt  usen  thy  conseil.']  / 

§  15.  Wlianno  dame  Prudence,  ful 
debonairly  and  with  greet  pacienoe, 
hadde  herd  al  that  hir  housboude  lyked 
for  to  seye,  thanne  axed  she  of  him 
licence  for  to  8i)eke,  and  seyde  in  this 
wyse.  /  *  My  lord,*  quod  she,  *  as  to  your 
Urste  resoun,  ccrtes  it  may  lightly  been 
answered.  For  I  seye,  that  it  is  no  folie 
to  chaunge  conseil  whan  the  thing  is 
chaungcd ;     or    elles    whan    the    thing 

22t;ti  semoth  otherweyes  than  it  was  bifom.  / 
And  more-over  I  seye,  that  though  ye  haia 
sworn  and  bihight  to  perfoume  your 
oniprise,  and  nathelees  ye  wejrve  to  per- 
foume thilke  same  emprise  1^  juste 
cause,  men  sholde  nat  seyn  therefore  that 
ye  were  a  lyor  ne  forsworn.  /  For  the 
lKx>k  seith,  that  "  the  vryse  man  maketh 
no  losing  whan  he  tumeth  his  corage  to 
the  bettre."  /  And  al-be-it  so  that  your 
emprise  bo  establissed  and  ordeyned  by 
greet  multitude  of  folk,  yet  thar  ye  nat 
accomplice  thilke  same  ordinaunce  but 
yow  lyke.  /  For  the  trouthe  of  thinges 
and  the  profit  been  rather  founden  in 
fewe  folk  that  been  wyse  and  ful  of 
resoun,  than  by  greet  multitude  of  folk, 
ther  every  nian  cryeth  and  clatereth  what 
that  him  lyketh.  Soothly  swich  multi- 
tude  is  nat  honeste.  /  As  to  the  seconde 
rpsonn,  where-as  ye  seyn  that  **alle 
wommen  been  wikke,"  save  your  grace, 
certes  ye  despysen  alle  wommen  in  this 
wyse ;  and  '^  he  that  alle  despyseth  alle 

226f.)  displcsGth,"  as  seith  the  book.  /  And 
Senek  seith  that  "who-so  wole  have 
»fcj)ience,  shal  no  man  dispreise ;  but  ho 
slial  gladly  techcn  the  science  that  ho 
can,  with-outen  presumpcioun  or  pryde.  / 
And  swiche  thinges  as  he  nought  ne  can, 


he  shal  nat  been  ashamed  to  leme  hem 
and  enquere  of  lasse  folk  than  him-self.'*/ 
And  sir,  that  ther  hath  been  many 
a  good  womman,  may  lightly  be  preved./ 
For  certes,  sir,  our  lord  Jesu  Crist  wolde 
never  have  descended  to  be  bom  of 
a  womman,  if  alle  wommen  hadden  ben 
wikke.  /  And  after  that,  for  the  grete 
bountee  that  is  in  wommen,  our  lord  Jesu 
Crist,  whan  he  was  risen  fro  deeth  to 
lyve,  appeered  rather  to  a  womman  than 
to  his  apostles.  /  And  though  that  2265 
Salomon  seith,  that  "he  ne  fond  never 
womman  good,"  it  folweth  nat  therfore 
that  alle  wommen  ben  wikke.  /  For 
though  that  he  ne  fond  no  g^ood  womman, 
certes,  fill  many  another  man  hath 
founden  many  a  womman  fVil  good  and 
trewe.  /  Or  elles  per-aventure  the  en- 
tente of  Salomon  was  this  ;  that,  as  in 
sovereyn  bountee,  he  fond  no  womman ;  / 
this  is  to  seyn,  that  ther  is  no  wight  that 
hath  sovereyn  bountee  save  god  allono; 
as  he  him-self  reoordeth  in  his  Evaun- 
gelie.  /  For  ther  nis  no  creature  so  good 
that  him  ne  wanteth  somwhat  of  the 
perfeccioun  of  god,  that  is  his  maker.  /  3270 
Your  thridde  resoun  is  this :  ye  se3ni  that 
"if  ye  goveme  yow  by  my  conseil,  it 
sholde  seme  that  ye  hadde  yeve  me  the 
maistrie  and  the  lordshipe  over  your 
persone."/  Sir,  save  your  grace,  it  is  nat 
so.  For  if  it  were  so,  that  no  man  sholde 
bo  conseilled  but  only  of  hem  that  hadden 
lordshipe  and  maistrie  of  his  persone,  men 
wolden  nat  be  conseilled  so  ofbe.  /  For 
soothly,  thilke  man  that  asketh  conseil  of 
a  purpos,  yet  hath  he  free  chois,  wheither 
he  wole  werke  by  that  conseil  or  noon.  / 
And  as  to  your  fourthe  resoun,  ther  ye 
seyn  that  "  the  janglerie  of  wommen  hath 
hid  thinges  that  they  woot  noght,"  as 
who  seith,  that  "  a  womman  can  nat  hyde 
that  she  woot " ;  /  sir,  thise  wordes  been 
understonde  of  wommen  that  been  jan- 
gleresses  and  wikked  ;  /  of  whiche  wom-  2275 
men,  men  seyn  that  "three  thinges 
dryven  a  man  out  of  his  hous ;  that  is  to 
seyn,  smoke,  dropping  of  reyn,  and 
wikked  wyves  " ;  /  and  of  swiche  wommen 
seith   Salomon,   that   "it  were    bettre 
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dwdlo  in  desert,  than  u'itli  a  vommau  j 
i  hat  is  riotous."  /     And  sir,  by  your  lovo,  I 
that  am  nat  I ;  /  for  yo  han  ful  ofto 
assayed  iny  greto  silenco  nnd  my  gret 
pocience;   and  ock  how  -wel  that  I  can  i 
hydo  and  hole  lliinges  that  men  oghto 
cocrooly  to  hyde.  /     And  soothly,  as  to 
yoar  fiftho  resoun,  wher-as  yo  seyn,  that 
**mwikked  consoil  wommcn  venquisshe 
men  '* ;    god  woot,   thilke    resoun  stant 
2j8u  hero  in  no  stcdc.  /    For  understond  now, 
yo  asken  consoil  to  do  wikkodnessc ;  /  and 
if  yo  wolo  worken  wikkednesse,  and  your 
Avyf  rostreyncth  thilke  wikked  purpos, 
and  overcomoth  yow  by  resoun  and  "by 
fjood  consoil ;  /    certes,  your  wyf  oghte 
rather  to  bo  preised   than    y-blamed.  / 
Thus  sholdo  yo  nndoratonde  the  philo- 
sophre  that  seith,   ^^  in  wikkcd  conscil 
wommen  yenquisshcn  hir  honsbondes."  / 
And  thcr-as  ye  blamen  alle  wommen  and 
hir  rosouns,  I  shal  shewe  yow  by  manye 
ensamples  that  many  a  womman  hath 
ben  fill  good,   and  yet  been ;    and  hir 
3285  conseils  ful  h<K>lsome  and  profitable.  / 
Eck  som  men  han  seyd,  that  '^  the  con- 
scLllingo  of  wommen  is  outher  to  dere,  or 
olles  to  litel  of  prys."  /     But  al-be-it  so, 
that  ful  many  a  womman  is  badde,  and 
hir  consoil  vile  and  noght  worth,  yet  han 
men  foundo  ful  many  a  good  womman, 
and  ful  discrete  and  wise  in  conseillinge./ 
liO,  Jacob,  by  gixMl  conseil  of  his  moder 
Rcbckka,  wan  the  benisoun  of  Ysaak  his 
fader,  and  tho   lordshipe  over  alle  his 
brethcron.  /   Judith,  by  hir  good  conscil, 
delivered  the  citoe  of  Bethulie,  in  which 
she  dwtilloil,  out  of  the  handos  of  Olo- 
fomus,  that  haddo  it  biseged  and  wolde 
have  ul  destroyed  it.  /    Abigail  delivered 
Nabal  hir  housbondo  fro  David  the  king, 
that  wolde  have  slayn  him,  and  apasrsod 
the  ire  of  tho  king  by  hir  wit  and  by  hir 
2290  good  eouseilling.  /     Hester  by  hir  good 
consoil  cnhaunced  greetly  tho  peple  of 
god  in  tho  regno  of  Aasuerus  the  king.  / 
And  tho  same  bountee  in  good  conseilling 
of  many  a  good  womman  may  men  telle.  / 
And  moreover,  whan  our  lord  hadde  creat 
Adam  our  forme-fader,  he  seydo  in  this 
wyse :  /  *'  it  is  nat  good  to  been  a  man 


allonc ;  make  wo  to  him  an  help  semb- 
lablo  to  himself."  /  Hero  may  ye  so  that, 
if  that  wommen  were  nat  goodo,  and  hir 
conseils  goode  and  profitable,  /  our  lord  22<;5 
god  of  hevene  woldo  never  luin  wroght 
hem,  no  called  hem  help  of  man,  but 
rather  confusioun  of  man.  /  And  ther 
seydo  ones  a  clerk  in  two  vers :  '*  what  is 
bettre  than  gold  ?  Jaspro.  What  is  bettro 
than  jaspre  ?  Wisdom.  /  And  what  is 
l)ottro  than  wisdom?  Womman.  And 
what  is  bettre  than  a  good  womman? 
Xo-thing."  /  And  sir,  by  manye  of  othro 
resons  may  jro  seen,  that  manye  wommen 
been  goode,  and  hir  conseils  goo<1o  an<l 
profitable.  /  And  therforo  sir,  if  ye  wol 
triste  to  my  conseil,  I  shal  restore  yow 
your  doghter  hool  and  sound.  /  And  eek  a^^oij 
I  wol  do  to  yow  so  muchc,  that  yo  shnl 
havo  honour  in  this  cause.'  / 

§  16.  Whan  Melibeo  haddo  herd  tho 
wordes  of  his  wyf  Prudence,  he  soydo 
thus :  /  *  I  see  wel  that  tho  word  of 
Salomon  is  sooth  ;  he  seith,  that  "wordes 
that  been  spoken  discreetly  by  ordinanncc, 
been  honycombes ;  for  they  yeven  swet- 
nesse  to  tho  soule,  and  hoolsomncsso  to 
tho  body."/  And  wyf,  by-cause  of  thy 
sweto  wordes,  and  cek  for  I  have  assaycil 
and  proved  thy  grete  sapience  and  thy 
greto  troutho,  I  wol  govemo  me  by  thy 
conseil  in  alle  thing.'  / 

§  17.  '  Now  sir,'  quod  dame  Prudence, 
'  and  sin  ye  vouchc-sauf  to  been  governed 
by  my  conseil,  1  wol  enforme  yow  how  yo 
shul  goveme  your-self  in  chesinge  of  your 
oonseillours.  /  Yo  shul  first,  in  alio  your  2305 
werkes,  mckely  biscken  to  the  heighe  god 
that  he  wol  bo  your  consoillour ;  /  and 
shapeth  yow  to  swich  entente,  that  ho 
yeve  yow  conseil  and  confort,  aa  taughto 
Thobie  his  sone  : /  ''at  alio  tymes  thou 
shalt  blcsso  god,  and  praye  him  to  dresso 
thy  weyes " ;  and  looke  tliat  alio  thy 
conseils  been  in  him  for  evermore.  /  Scint 
Jame  eek  seith :  "if  any  of  yow  havo 
nede  of  sapience,  axo  it  of  god."  /  And 
afterward  thanne  shul  ye  taken  conseil 
in  your-self,  and  examine  wel  your 
thoghtes,  of  swich  thing  as  yow  thinkcth 
that  is  best  for  your  profit  /  And  thanno  ^it*^> 
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shnl  yo  dryvo  fro  your  hcrte  throe  thinges 
that  IxMin  routrariouso  to  f^ood  conseil,  / 
that  is  to  soyn,  ire,  covoitiso,  and  hastif- 
nosse.  / 

§  18.  First,  ho  thnt  axcth  conseil  of 
him-solf,  cortos  ho  mosto  been  with-outcn 
iro,  for  nituiyo  causes.  /  The  firsto  is 
this  :  he  that  hath  fiproot  ire  and  wrattho 
in  liim-solf,  ho  wonoth  alwey  that  ho 
may  do  t'lingr  that  he  may  nat  do./  And 
socoundely,  ho  that  is  irons  and  wroth, 

-»3»5  ho  no  may  nat  wel  dome  ;  /  and  he  that 
may  nat  wel  demo,  may  nat-  wel  oon- 
seillo.  /  The  thridde  is  this;  that  "ho 
that  is  irons  and  wrooth,"  as  seith  Senek, 
"  no  may  nat  speke  but  he  blame  thinges  ";/ 
and  with  his  viciouso  wordes  he  stireth 
other  folk  to  an^re  and  to  ire.  /  And 
oek  sir,  j-o  mosto  dryvo  ooveitise  out  of 
your  h(»rt<?.  /     For  the  apostle  seith,  that 

:»33o  '•  covoit  iso  is  rote  of  alle  hannes."  /  And 
trust  wel  that  a  covoitons  man  no  can 
noght  dome  no  thinke,  but  only  to  fulfille 
tlie  ende  of  his  covcitise;/  and  certes, 
that  no  may  never  been  accompliced; 
for  ever  the  more  habuudaTince  that  he 
liath  of  riehcsse,  the  more  ho  dessrroth.  / 
An<l  sir,  ye  moste  also  dryvo  out  of  your 
herte  hostifnesse ;  for  certes,  /yene  may 
nat  (lomo  for  the  beste  a  sodcyn  thought 
that  fuUcth  in  yonre  herte,  but  ye  moste 
avy.so  yow  on  it  ful  ofte.  /  For  as  ye 
Iierdo  biforn,  the  commiine  proverbe  is 
this,  that  *'ho  that  sone  demeth,  sono 

'^^5  repcuteth."  / 

§  If).  Sir,  ye  ne  be  nat  alwey  in  lyko 
dis))osi('ionn ;  /  for  oertos,  som  thing 
that  somtyme  semcth  to  >'ow  that  it  in 
fT<K>tI  for  to  do,  another  tymo  it  semoth 
to  yow  the  contrarie.  / 

il  20.  Whan  yo  hun  taken  conseil  in 
yonr-solf,  and  han  dcmod  by  good  delib- 
eraciou  swich  thing  as  you  semeth  best,  / 
than  no  redo  I  yow,  that  ye  kcpo  it 
secrcc.  /  Biwrcy  nat  your  conseil  to  no 
pers^inc,  but- if  so  bo  that  ye  wenen  sik- 
erly  that,  thurgh  your  biwreying,  your 
condicioun   shal  be  to   yow    the    more 

2330  i>roiitAlde.  /  For  Jesus  Syrak  seith : 
''neither  to  thy  foo  ne  to  thy  freend 
discovere  nat  thy  secree  ne  thy  folio ;  / 


I  for  they  wol  yovo  yow  audience  and 
lokingand  snpix>rtacioun  in  thy  presence, 
and  scome  thoe  in  thyn  absence."/ 
Another  clerk  seith,  that "  scarsly  shaltou 
finden'  any  x^rsone  that  may  kcpo  con- 
soil  secreely."  /  The  book  seith  :  "  whyl 
that  thou  kepest  thy  conseil  in  thyn 
hort^,  thou  koi>ost  it  in  thy  prisoun:/ 
and  whan  thou  biwreycst  thy  conseil  to 
any  wight,  he  holdoth  theo  in  his 
snare."/  And  therefore  jrow  is  bettro  3335 
to  Iiyde  your  conseil  in  your  herte,  than 
prayo  him,  to  whom  ye  han  biwreyod 
your  conseil,  that  he  wole  kepen  it  cloos 
and  stille.  /     For  Seneca  seith  :  '^  if  so  bo 

I  that  thou  ne  ma>*8t  nat  th^ni  owene  con- 
seil hyde,  how  darstou  prayen  any  other 
wight  thy  conseil  secreely  to  kepe?"/ 
But  nathelees,  if  thou  wene  sikerly  that 
the  biwreying  of  thy  conseil  to  n  persono 
wol  make  thy  condicioun  to  stondon  in 
the  l)ottre  pl>'t,  tlianno  shaltou  tollon 
him  thy  conseil  in  this  wyse.  /  First, 
thou  shalt  make  no  semblant  whether 
thoe  were  lever  pees  or  werre,  or  this  or 
that,  ne  shewo  him  nat  thy  willo  and 
thyn  entente ;  /  for  trust  wel,  that 
comuuly  thise  conseillours  been  flater- 
eres,  /  namely  the  conseillours  of  greto  3340 
lortles ;  /  for  they  enforcen  hem  alwey 
rather  to  spoken  plesante  wordes,  cnclyn- 
ingo  to  the  lordes  lust,  than  wordes  that 
been  trewe  or  profitable.  /  And  therforo 
men  seyn,  that  "  the  riche  man  hath  sold 
goo<l  conseil  bnt-if  he  have  it  of  him- 
self." /  And  after  that,  thou  shalt  con- 
sidore  thy  freendes  and  thyne  enomys.  / 
And  as  touch inge  thy  freendes,  thou  shalt 
considero  whicho  of  hem  been  most 
feithful  and  most  wyse,  and  eldest  and 
most  approved  in  conseilling.  /    And  of  2345 

I  hem  slialt  thou  oske  thy  conseil,  as  tho 
caas  requireth.  / 
§  21.  I  seye  that  first  ye  shnl  clepo  to 

I  your  conseil  your  freendes  that  been 
trewe.  /  For  Salomon  seith  :  that  "  right 
as  the  herte  of  a  man  delyteth  in  savour 
that  is  sote,  right  so  the  conseil  of  trewo 
freendes  yeveth  swetenesse  to  the  soule."/ 
He  seith  also:  "ther  may  no-thing  be 
lykncd    to   the    trewe   Areend."/     For 
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certes,  guld  no  silver  beth  nat  so  muche 
3350  worth  as  the  gode  wil  of  a  trewe  freend.  / 
And  eek  he  seith,  that  "  a  trewe  freend 
is  a  strong  deffense;  whoHM>  that  it 
findeth,  certes  he  findeth  a  greet  tre- 
sonr."/  Thanne  shol  ye  eek  considere, 
if  that  your  trowe  freendes  been  dis- 
crete and  wyse.  For  the  book  seith: 
**  axe  alwey  thy  conseil  of  hem  that  been 
wyse."  /  And  by  this  same  resoon  shnl 
ye  clepen  to  your  conseil,  of  your  freendes 
that  been  of  age,  swiche  as  han  seyn  and 
been  expert  in  manye  thinges,  and  been 
approved  in  conseillinges.  /  For  the 
book  soith,  that  *'in  olde  men  is  the 
sapience  and  in  longe  tyme  the  pru- 
dence."/ And  Tullins  seith :  that'*grete 
thinges  no  been  nat  ay  aocompliced  by 
strengtho,  ne  by  dolivemesse  of  body, 
but  by  good  conseil,  by  auotoritee  of  per- 
sones,  and  by  science ;  the  whiohe  three 
thinges  ne  been  nat  foble  by  age,  but 
certes  thoy  enforcen  and  encroesen  day 
'355  by  day."  /  And  thanne  shul  ye  kepe 
this  for  a  general  reolo.  First  shul  ye 
depon  to  your  conseil  a  fewo  of  your 
fk«endcs  that  been  espocialo ;  /  for  Salo> 
mon  seith  :  **  manye  freendes  have  thou ; 
but  among  a  thousand  cheso  thee  oon  to 
be  thy  consoillour."  /  For  al-be-it  so 
that  thou  first  ne  tcdle  thy  conseil  but 
to  a  fowo,  thou  majrst  afterward  telle  it 
to  mo  folk,  if  it  be  nede.  /  But  loko 
nlwcy  that  thy  conseillours  have  thilko 
throe  condiciouns  tliat  I  havo  seyd  biforo ; 
that  is  to  scj'n,  that  they  bo  trowe,  wyse, 
and  of  old  experience.  /  And  werke  nat 
alwoy  in  every  nede  by  oon  counseillour 
allono ;  for  somtymo  bihoveth  it  to  been 
2^^(nt  conseillod  by  munye.  /  For  Salomon 
seith  :  "  salvacioun  of  tliinges  is  wher-as 
thcr  1x)en  manye  conseiDours."/ 

§  2*2.  Now  sith  that  I  have  told  yow 
<»f  which  folk  ye  sholdo  been  counseiiled, 
now  wol  I  tocho  yow  which  conseil  ye 
oghto  to  eschewe.  /  First  yo  shul  eschewe 
the  conseilling  of  foles ;  for  Salomon  seith : 
**  taak  no  conseil  of  a  fool,  for  he  no  can 
noght  conseillo  but  aftor  his  oweno  lust  . 
and  his  affeocioun." /  The  book  seith: 
that  "  the  proproteo  of  a  fool  is  this ;  he 


trowoth  lightly  harm  of  every  wight, 
and  lightly  trowoth  alio  bounteo  in  him- 
self." /  Thou  shalt  eek  eschewe  the  con- 
seilling of  alio  flatereres,  swiche  as  en- 
forcen hem  rather  to  preiso  your  persone 
by  flateryo  than  for  to  toUe  yow  the 
sothfastnrase  of  thinges.  /  3365 

§  23.  Wherfore  Tullius  seith :  "amonges 
alio  the  pestilences  that  been  in  freend- 
shipe,  the  grotteste  is  flateryo."  And  ther- 
fore  is  it  more  node  that  thou  eschewe  and 
drede  flatereres  than  any  other  peplo.  / 
The  book  seith  :  "  thou  shalt  rather  drede 
and  flee  fro  the  swete  wordos  of  flateringe 
preiseres,  than  fro  the  ogre  wordes  of  thy 
freend  that  seith  thee  thy  sothes."/ 
Salomon  seith,  that  *'tho  wordes  of  a 
flaterere  is  a  snare  to  caccho  with  inno- 
cents."/ Ho  seith  also,  that  '*he  that 
speketh  to  his  freend  wordes  of  swetnesso 
and  of  plosaunco,  setteth  a  net  bifom 
his  feet  to  caccho  him."  /  And  thorforo 
seith  Tullius :  "  enclyne  nat  thjme  ores  to 
flatereres,  no  taketh  no  conseil  of  wordes 
of  flateryo."  /  And  Caton  seith  :  **  avyso  3370 
thee  wol,  and  eschewe  the  wordes  of 
swetnesso  and  of  plosaunco."  /  And  oek 
thou  shalt  eschewe  the  conseilling  of 
thyne  olde  enemys  that  been  reconsiled.  / 
The  book  seith :  that  "  no  wight  re- 
toumeth  saufly  in-to  the  grace  of  his 
olde  enemy."  /  And  Isope  seith :  **'  no 
trust  nat  to  hem  to  whicho  thou  hast 
had  som-tyme  worre  or  enmitce,  no  tello 
hem  nat  thy  conseil."  /  And  Seneca 
telleth  the  cause  why.  **  It  may  nat  be,'* 
seith  he,  'Hhat,  where  greet  fyr  hath 
longe  tymo  endured,  that  ther  no  dwoll- 
eth  som  vapour  of  warmnesse."  /  And  3375 
therfore  seith  Salomon :  ^*  in  thyn  olde 
foo  trust  nover."  /  For  sikerly,  though 
thyn  enemy  bo  reconsiled  and  makoth 
thee  chere  of  humilitee,  and  louteth  to 
thee  with  his  heed,  ne  trust  him  never.  / 
For  certes,  he  maketh  thilko  fcyned  hu- 
militee more  for  his  profit  than  for  any 
love  of  thy  persone ;  by-causo  that  he 
dometh  to  havo  victorio  over  thy  persone 
by  swich  feyned  contenanco,  the  which 
victorio  ho  mighte  nat  have  by  stryf  or 
werre.  /  And  Peter  Alfonoe  seith :  *'  make 
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no  felawBhlpe  with  thjmo  olde  enemys; 
for  if  thou  do  hem  bounteo,  thoy  wol  per- 
verten  it  in-to  wikkodnesse."  /  And  eek 
thoa  most  eschewo  the  conseilling  of  hem 
that  been  thy  servants,  and  beren  thee 
greet  reveronco;    for  peraventtcre   they 

3380  seyn  it  more  for  drede  than  for  love.  / 
And  therfore  scith  a  philosophre  in  this 
wj-se  :  *'  ther  is  no  wight  parfitly  txewe 
to  him  that  he  to  sore  dredeth."  /  And 
Tullins  seith:  "ther  nis  no  might  so 
greet  of  any  enii)eroar,  that  longe  may 
endure,  bat-if  he  have  more  love  of  the 
peplo  than  drede."/  Thou  shalt  also 
eschewe  the  conseiling  of  folk  that  been 
(Ironkelewe;  for  they  no  can  no  oonseil 
hyde.  /  For  SsJomon  seith  :  "  ther  is 
no  priveteo  ther-as  regnoth  dronke- 
nesse."/  Yo  shul  also  han  in  suspect 
the  conseilling  of  swich  folk  as  oonseille 
yow   a  thing  prively,  and  conseiUe  yow 

2385  the  contrario  openly.  /  For  Cassidorie 
seith:  that  *4t  is  a  manor  sleighte  to 
hindro,  whan  he  shcweth  to  doon  a  thing 
openly  and  werketh  prively  the  con- 
tmrie.'*  /  Thou  shalt  also  have  in  suspect 
the  conseilling  of  wikked  folk.  For  the 
book  seith:  "the  conseilling  of  wikked 
folk  is  alwoy  ful  of  frande  : "  /  And  David 
scith :  "  blisful  is  that  man  that  hath 
nat  folw>od  the  conseilling  of  shrewes.**  / 
Thou  shalt  also  eschewe  the  conseilling 
of  yong  folk ;  for  hir  conseil  is  nat  ry^pe,  / 
§  24.  Xow  sir,  sith  I  have  shewed  yow 
of  which  folk  ye  shul  take  your  conseil, 
and  of  which   folk  ye    shul    folwe  the 

3390  conseil,  /  now  wol  I  teche  yow  how  ye 
shal  examine  your  conseil,  after  the  doc- 
trine of  Tiillius.  /  In  the  oxaminingo 
thanno  of  your  consoillour,  ye  shul  con- 
sidero  manye  thinges.  /  Aldorflrst  thou 
shalt  considero,  that  in  thilke  thing  that 
thou  piirposest,  and  upon  what  thing 
thou  wolt  have  conseil,  that  verray 
trouthe  be  soyd  and  conserved ;  this  is 
to  sejnn,  t^llo  trewoly  thy  tale.  /  For  he 
that  seith  fids  may  nat  wcl  be  conseilled, 
in  that  ens  of  which  ho  lyeth.  /  And 
after  this,  thou  shalt  consideretho  thinges 
that  ocorden  to  that  thou  purposest  for 
to    do    by   thy   conseillours,    if  resoon 


accorde  therto ;  /  and  eek,  if  thy  might  3395 

may  atteino  thor-to;    and  if  the  more 

part  and  the  bcttre   part  of  thy  con- 

seillonrs  aoorde  ther-to,  or  no.  /   Thanne 

shalton  considere  what  thing  shal  folwe 

of  that  oonseiUing ;  as  hat^,  pees,  werre, 

grace,    profit,  or  damage;   and  manye 

othere  thinges.  /  And  in  alle  thise  thinges 

thou  shalt  chose  the  beste,  and  wo3rve 

alle  othere'  thinges.  /    Thanno  shaltow 

considere  of  what  rote  is  engendred  tho 

matere  of  thy  conseil,  and  what  fruit 

it  may  oonoeyve  and  engendre.  /    Thou 

shalt  eek  considore  alio  thise  causes,  fro 

whennes   they    been    sprongen.  /     And  3400 

whan  ye  han  examined  your  conseil  as 

I  have  sojrd,  and  which  partio  is  the 

bettro    and    more    profitable,  and   hast 

approved   it   by  manye  wyso   folk  and 

oldo  ;  /  thanno  shaltou  considore,  if  thou 

mayst  parfoumo  it  and  maken  of  it  a 

good  ende.  /    For  certes,  resoun  wol  nat 

that  any  man  sholdo  biginno  a  thing, 

but-if  he  mighte   parfoumo  it  as  him 

oghto.  /    No  no  wight  sholde  take  up-on 

hym  so  hevy  a  charge  that  he  mighte 

nat  bore  it.  /    For  tho  proverbe  seith  : 

'*he  that  to  mucho  embraceth,  distrey- 

neth  liteL"  /    And  Catoxm  seith  :  "  assay  3405 

to  do  swich  thing  as  thou  hast  power  to 

doon,  lest  that  tho  charge  oppresse  thee 

so  sore,  that   thee    bihovoth    to  weyve 

thing  that  thou  hast  bigonne.'*/    And 

if  so  be  that  thou  be  in  doute,  whether 

thou  mayst  parfoume  a  thing  or  noon, 

chose  rather  to    suifre  than  biginne.  / 

And  Piers  Alphonce  seith  :  "if  thou  hast 

might  to  doon  a  thing  of  which  thoa 

most   ropento    theo,   it  is  bettre   'nay' 

than  *yo';"/  this  is  to  seyn,  that  thee 

is  bettre  holdo  thy  tonge  stillo,  than  for 

to  speke.  /    Thanno  may  yo  understonde 

by  stronger  resons,  that   if  thou  hast 

I)ower  to  parfoume  a  werk  of  which  thou 

shalt  ropento,  thanno  is  it  bottro  that 

thou  suflfro  than  biginne.  /    Wol  seyn  3410 

they,  that  defcndcn  every  wight  to  assayo 

any  thing    of    which    he    is   in   doute, 

whetbor  ho  may  parfoume  it  or  no./ 

And  after,  whan  ye  han  examined  your 

conseil  as  I  have  seyd  bifom,  and  knowen 
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"wel  that  ye  may  parfoume  youro  em- 
priae,  conferme  it  thanno  sadly  til  it  be 
at  an  ende.  / 

§  25.  Now  is  it  rosonn  and  tyme  that 
I  sliewe  yow,  whanne,  and  whorfore,  that 
ye  may  channge  year  conseil  with-oaten 
your  reprove.  /  Soothly,  a  man  may 
ohanngen  his  parpos  and  his  conseil  if 
the  cause  cesseth,  or  whan  a  newe  oaas 
bi^deth.  /  For  the  lawo  seith :  that 
**upon    thingcs    that    newely    bityden 

a4>5  bihoyeth  ncwo  conseiL*'/  And  Senek 
seith :  "if  thy  conseil  is  comen  to  the 
eres  of  thyn  enemy,  chaunge  thy  oon- 
seiL'*/  Thou  mayst  also  chaunge  thy 
conseil  if  so  be  that  thou  finde  that,  by 
errour  or  by  other  cause,  harm  or  dama^ 
may  bityde.  /  Also,  if  thy  conseil  be 
dishonest,  or  elles  cometh  of  dishoneste 
cause,  chaungo  thy  conseiL  /  For  the 
lawes  seyn  :  that  "  alle  bihestes  that  been 
dishoneste  been  of  no  value.**/  And 
eek,  if  it  so  bo  that  it  be  inpossible,  or 

2420  may  nat  goodly  be  parfoumed  or  kept.  / 
§  26.  And  take  this  for  a  general  reule, 
that  every  conseil  that  is  affermed  so 
strongly  that  it  may  nat  bo  chaunged, 
for  no  condicionn  that  may  bityde,  I 
■eye  that  thilke  conseil  is  wikked.'  / 

§  27.  This  Mclibeus,  whanne  he  hadde 
herd  the  doctrine  of  his  wyf  dame  Pru- 
dence, answerde  in  this  wyse.  /  *  Dame,* 
quod  he,  '  as  yet  in-to  this  tyme  ye  han 
wcl  and  covenably  taught  me  as  in 
general,  how  I  shal  goveme  me  in  the 
chesinge  and  in  the  withholdinge  of 
my  conseillours.  /  But  now  wolde  I 
fayn  that  ye  wolde  condescende  in 
especial,  /  and  telle  me  how  lyketh 
yow,  or  what  semeth  yow,  by  our 
conseillours  that  wo  han  chosen  in  our 

2425  present  nede.'  / 

§  28.  'My  lord,'  quod  she,  *  I  biseke 
yow  in  al  hnmblesse,  that  ye  wol  nat 
wilfully  rcplye  agayn  my  rcsouns,  ne 
distcmpre  your  herte  thogh  I  speke 
thing  that  yow  displese.  /  For  god  wot 
that,  as  in  ni^-n  entente,  I  speke  it  for 
your  l>c8to,  for  your  honour  and  for  your 
profite  eke.  /  And  soothly,  I  hope  that 
your  benignitee  wol  taken  it  in  pacionce./ 


Trusteth  me  wel,*  quod  she,  *that  your 
conseil  as  in  this  caas  ne  sholde  nat, 
as  to  speke  properly,  be  called  a  con- 
seilling,  but  a  mocioun  or  a  moevyng  of 
folye  ;  /  in  which  conseil  ye  han  erred  in 
many  a  sondiy  wyse.  /  2430 

§  29.  First  and  forward,  ye  han  erred 
in  th*as8emblinge  of  your  conseillours.  / 
For  ye  sholde  first  have  eloped  a  fewe 
folk  to  your  conseil,  and  after  yo  mighte 
han  shewed  it  to  mo  folk,  if  it  hadde 
been  nede.  /  But  certos,  yo  han  sodeynly 
doped  to  your  conseil  a  greet  multitudo 
of  peple,  ful  chargoant  and  ful  anoyous 
for  to  hero.  /  Also  ye  hnn  erred,  for 
there-as  ye  sholdcn  only  have  clcped  to 
3rour  conseil  your  trowe  freendes  oldo  and 
wyse,  /  ye  han  y-cleped  siraunge  folk, 
andyong  folk,  false  flatercres,  and  enemys 
reconsilod,  and  folk  that  doon  yow 
reverence  withouten  love.  /  And  eek  3435 
also  ye  have  erred,  for  yo  han  broght 
with  yow  to  your  conseil  ire,  covetise, 
and  hastifnesse ;  /  the  whiche  three 
thinges  been  contrariouse  to  every  conseil 
honeste  and  profitable ;  /  the  whiche 
three  thinges  ye  han  nat  anientissed  or 
destroyed  hem,  ncitlier  in  your-self  ne 
in  your  conseiUonrs,  as  yow  oghte.  /  Ye 
han  erred  also,  for  ye  han  shewed  to 
your  conseillours  your  talent,  and  jrour 
affeccioun  to  make  werro  anon  and  for 
to  do  vengeance ;  /  they  han  espyed  by 
your  wordes  to  what  thing  ye  been 
enclyned.  /  And  therfore  han  they  3440 
rather  conseilled  yow  to  your  talent  than 
to  your  profit.  /  Yo  han  erred  also,  for 
it  semeth  that  yow  suffyscth  to  han  been 
conseilled  by  thise  conseillours  only,  and 
with  litel  avys ;  /  wher-as,  in  so  greet 
and  so  hoigh  a  nede,  it  hadde  been 
necessorio  mo  conseillours,  and  more 
deliberacioun  to  parfoume  your  emprise./ 
Ye  han  erred  also,  for  ye  han  nat 
examined  your  conseil  in  the  forseyde 
manere,  ne  in  due  manere  as  the  caas 
reqnireth.  /  Yo  han  erred  als^>,  for  yo 
han  maked  no  divisionn  bltwixe  your 
conseillours;  this  is  to  soyn,  bitwixen 
your  trewe  freendes  and  your  foyned 
conseillours ;  /    ne  ye   han    nnt    knowo  3445 
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the  wil  of  yonr  trewe  freendoa  olde  and 
vryse ;  /  but  ye  ban  cast  alle  bir  wordes 
in  an  bocbopot,  and  endyned  your  berte 
to  tbe  more  part  and  to  tbe  gretter 
nombre ;  and  tber  been  ye  condesoended./ 
And  sitb  ye  wot  wel  tbat  men  sbal 
alwey  finde  a  gretter  nombre  of  foles 
tban  of  "wyse  men,  /  and  tberfore  tbe 
conseils  that  boen  at  congregaciotins  and 
maltitudcs  of  folk,  tber-as  men  take 
more  reward  to  tbe  nombre  tban  to  tbo 
sapience  of  persones,  /  ye  see  wel  tbat  in 
swiclie  conseillinges  foles  ban  tbe  maia- 

2450  trie/  /  Molibens  answerde  agayn,  and 
scyde  : '  I  grannte  wel  tbat  I  bave  erred ;  / 
but  tber«s  tbon  bast  told  me  beer-bifom, 
that  he  nis  nat  to  blanate  tbat  cbanngetb 
bise  conseilloars  in  certein  caas,  and  for 
cert«ino  juste  causes,  /  I  am  al  redy  to 
cbaungo  my  conseillonrs,  right  as  tbon 
wolt  devyse.  /  Tbe  proverbe  seith  :  tbat 
'*for  to  do  sinne  is  mannish,  bat  certes 
for  to  persevere  longe  in  sinne  is  werk  of 
thedoveL"'/ 

§  80.  To  this  sentence  answerde  anon 

2455  dame  Prudence,  andseyde :  /  'Examinetb,' 
quod  she,  'your  conseil,  and  lat  ns  see 
the  whiche  of  hem  ban  spoken  most 
resonably,  and  taught  yow  best  conseiL  / 
And  for-as-muche  as  tbat  tbe  ezamin- 
acioun  is  necossarie,  lat  us  biginne  at  tbe 
snrgiens  and  at  tbe  phisiciens,  that  first 
spcken  in  this  matere.  /  I  sey  3^w,  tbat 
the  surgiens  and  phisiciens  ban  seyd 
yow  in  your  conseil  discreetly,  as  hem 
oughto ;  /  and  in  bir  speche  seyden  ful 
wysly,  that  to  tbe  office  of  hem  aper- 
tcneth  to  doon  to  every  wight  honour 
and  profit,  and  no  wight  for  to  anoye ;  / 
and,  after  hir  craft,  to  doon  greet  dili- 
gence un-to  the  cure  of  hem  whiche  tbat 

3460  they  ban  in  bir  govemaunce.  /  And 
sir,  right  as  they  ban  answered  wysly 
and  discreetly,  /  right  so  rede  I  tbat 
they  been  heigh  ly  and  8overe3mly  gner- 
donc<l  for  hir  noble  speche ;  /  and  eck 
for  they  sbolde  do  the  more  entontif 
bisinesse  in  tbe  curacioun  of  your  doghter 
dcro.  /  For  al-be-it  so  tbat  they  been 
your  frcendos,  tberfore  sbal  ye  nat 
sufifren  tbat  they  serve  yow  for  noght ;  / 


but  ye  oghte  the  rather  gaordone  hem 
and  shewe  hem  your  largesse.  /  And  as  2465 
toucbinge  tbe  projposicioun  which  that 
the  phisiciens  entretedon  in  this  caas,  this 
is  to  seyn,  /  that,  in  maladyos,  tbat  oon 
contrario  is  warisshed  by  another  con- 
trarie,  / 1  wolde  fayn  knowe  how  ye 
nnderstonde  tbilke  text,  and  what  is 
your  sentence.*  /  '  Cert«s,'  quod  Melibens, 
^I  nnderstonde  it  in  this  wyse:/  that, 
right  as  they  bun  doon  me  a  contrarie, 
right  so  sholdo  I  doon  hem  another./  2470 
For  right  as  they  ban  venged  hem  on  me 
and  doon  mo  wrong,  right  so  sbal  I 
venge  me  upon  hem  and  doon  hem 
wrong ;  /  and  thanne  bave  I  cured  oon 
contrarie  by  another.'  / 

§  81.  *  Lo,  lo ! '  quod  dame  Prudence, 
*bow  lightly  is  every  man  encljmed  to 
his  owene  dosyr  and  to  bis  owene  ple- 
saunce !  /  Cort^,*  quod  she,  *  the  wordes 
of  the  phisiciens  ne  sbolde  nat  ban  been 
nnderstonden  in  this  wyse.  /  For  certes, 
wikkednesse  is  nat  contrarie  to  wikked- 
nesse,  ne  vengeaunce  to  vengeannce,  ne 
wrong  to  wrong ;  but  they  been  sembla- 
ble.  /  And  tberfore,  o  vengeannce  is  nat  2475 
warisshed    by   another  vengeaunce,  ne 

0  wrong  by  another  wrong ;  /  but  everich 
of  hem  encreesoeth  and  aggreggetb 
other./  But  certes,  the  wordes  of  the 
phisiciens  sbolde  been  nnderstonden  in 
this  wyse :  /  for  good  and  wikkednesse 
been  two  contraries,  and  pees  and  werre, 
vengeaunce  and  suffraunce,  discord  and 
accord,  and  manye  othere  tbinges.  /  But 
certes,  wikkednesse  shal  be  warisshed  by 
goodnesse,  discord  by  accord,  werre  by 
pees,  and  so  forth  of  othere  tbinges.  /  2480 
And  beer-to  accordoth  Seint  Paul  the 
ai>ostle  in  manye  places.  /  He  seith : 
**ne  yeldeth  nat  barm  for  barm,  ne 
wikked  speche  for  wikked  speche ;  /  bat 

do  wel  to  him  that  dooth  thee  harm,  and 
blcsse  him  tbat  seith  to  thee  barm.*'/ 
And  in  manye  othore  places  he  amone§- 
teth  pees  and  accord.  /     But  now  wol 

1  speke  to  yow  of  the  conseil  which  that 
was  ycven  to  yow  by  the  men  of  lawe  and 
the  wyse  folk,  /  that  seyden  alle  by  oon  2485 
accord  as  ye  ban  herd  bifore ;  /  that,  over 
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alle  thyngcs,  ye  sholde  doon  your  dili- 
gence to  kepen  your  persono  and  to 
■wamestoro  your  hong.  /  And  scyden 
also,  that  in  this  caas  ye  oghton  for  to 
werkcn  fol  av^'scly  and  with  greet  deli- 
l)eracioan.  /  And  sir,  as  to  the  firsto 
point,  that  toncheth  to  the  kcping  of 
your  persone ;  /  yu  shul  understonde  that 
he  that  hath  wcrro  shal  evermore  mckely 

3490  and  devoutly  preyen  bifom  alle  thingcs,  / 
that  Jesus  Crist  of  his  grete  mercy  wol 
han  him  in  his  protoccioun,  and  been  his 
sovoroyn  helping  at  his  nede.  /  For 
certes,  in  tliis  world  ther  is  no  wight  that 
may  bo  consoillcd  ne  kept  suffisantly 
withouten  the  keping  of  our  lord  Jcsu 
Crist.  /  To  this  sentence  accordotli  the 
prophete  David,  that  seith  :  /  "  if  god  ne 
kepe  the  citeo,  in  ydel  waketh  ho  that  it 
kepeth."  /  Now  sir,  thanne  shul  yo  com- 
mitte  the  keping  of  your  persono  to  your 
trewe  freendos  that  been  approved  and 

'495  y-knowe ;  /  and  of  hem  shul  3^0  axen  lielp 
your  persone  for  to  kepe.  For  Catoun 
seith  :  "  if  thou  hast  nede  of  help,  axe  it 
of  thy  freondes ;  /  for  ther  nis  noon  so 
good  a  pliisicien  as  thy  trcwo  froend."  / 
And  after  this,  thnuno  shul  ye  kope  yow 
fro  alio  straungo  folk,  and  fro  lyeres,  and 
have  alwey  in  susx)ect  hir  companye.  / 
For  Piers  Alfonoe  seith:  "ne  tak  no 
companye  by  the  weyo  of  a  straunge  man, 
but-if  so  bo  that  thuu  have  knowe  him  of 
a  longer  tymo.  /  And  if  so  be  that  he 
falle   in-to  thy   companye   paraventure 

2500  withouten  th>ni  assent,  /  enquere  thanne, 
as  subtilly  as  thou  mayst,  of  his  conversa- 
cioun  and  of  his  lyf  biforo,  and  fe>'ne  thy 
wey ;  seyc  that  thou  goost  thider  as  thou 
wolt  nat  go ;  /  and  if  he  bereth  a  spere, 
hold  thee  on  the  right  syde,  and  if  ho 
bere  a  swerd,  hold  thee  on  the  lift  syde."  / 
And  atler  this,  thanne  shul  ye  kepe  yow 
wysely  from  alio  swich  manere  peple  as  I 
have  soyd  biforo,  and  hem  and  hir  conseil 
eschcwe.  /  And  after  this,  thanne  shul 
ye  kepe  yow  in  swich  manere,  /  that  for 
any  presumpcioun  of  your  strengthe,  that 
ye  ne  disj^ysc  nat  no  acounte  nat  the  might 
of  your  adversarie  so  litel,  that  ye  lete 
the  keping  of  your  persone  for  your  pre- 


sumpcioun ;  /  for  every  wys  man  dredeth  2505 
his  enemy.  /  And  Salomon  seith :  *' woleful 
is  he  that  of  alle  hath  dredo ;  /  for  certos, 
ho  that  thurgh  tlie  hardinesse  of  his  herto 
and  thuigh  the  hardinesse  of  him-self 
hath  to  greet  presumpcioun,  him  shal 
3rvel  bityde."  /  Thanne  shul  ye  evermore 
oountrewayte  embusshements  and  alio 
espiaille.  /  For  Senek  seith  :  that  "  the 
wyso  man  that  dredeth  harmes  esoheweth 
harmes ;  /  ne  he  ne  falleth  in-to  perils, 
that  perils  escheweth."  /  And  al-be-it  so  2510 
that  it  seme  that  thou  art  in  siker  place, 
yet  shaltow  alwey  do  thy  diligence  in 
kepinge  of  thy  persone ;  /  this  is  to  seyn, 
ne  be  nat  necligent  to  kei)e  thy  persone, 
nat  only  fro  thy  grett^to  enemys  but  fro 
thy  loeste  enemy.  /  Senek  seith :  "a 
man  that  is  wel  a\'ysod,  he  dredeth  his 
losto  enomj'."  /  Ovide  seith :  that  "  the 
litel  wesclo  wol  sloe  the  grete  bole  and  the 
wilde  hcrt."  /  And  the  book  seith :  "a  2515 
litel  thorn  may  prikke  a  greet  king  ful 
sore ;  and  an  hound  wol  holdo  the  wilde 
boor.'*/  But  nathelees,  I  sey  nat  thou 
Shalt  be  so  coward  that  thou  doute 
ther  wher-as  is  no  drede.  /  The  book 
seith  :  that  '*  somme  folk  han  greet 
lust  to  dece^'ve,  but  yet  they  dreden 
hem  to  be  deceyved."/  Yet  shaltou 
drede  to  been  empoisoned,  and  kepe 
yow  from  the  companjro  of  scomer^.  / 
For  the  book  seith:  "with  scomeres 
make  no  companye,  but  flee  hir  wordes 
as  venim."  /  2520 

§  82.  Now  as  to  the  secondo  point, 
wher-as  your  wyse  conseillours  oonseillod 
yow  to  wamestore  your  hous  with  gret 
diligence,  /  I  wolde  fayn  knowe,  how  that 
ye  understonde  thilke  wordes,  and  what 
is  your  sentence.'  / 

§  83.  Mehbeus  answerde  and  seyde, 
^Certes  I  understando  it  in  this  wise; 
that  I  slial  wamestore  myn  hous  with 
tourcs,  swiohe  as  han  castelles  and 
othere  manere  edifices,  and  armure 
and  artelleries,  /  by  whiohe  thinges  I 
may  my  persone  and  myn  hous  so 
kepen  and  defenden,  that  m>'ne  enemys 
shul  been  in  drede  myn  hous  for  to 
approche.'  / 


T.  St  34-36.] 


B.    Z^t  Zatt  of  (mefi6eu0. 


517 


§  84.  To  this  sentence  andwerde  anon 

•  Prudence ;  '  wamcstoring/  quod  she,  *  of 

heighe  tonrcs  and  of  grote  edifices  apper- 

3525  teneth  som-tyme  to  prydo ;  /  and  eek  men 
make  heighe  toures  and  grete  edifices 
with  greto  costagcs  and  with  greet  tra- 
vaille ;  and  whan  that  they  been  accom- 
plicwl,  yet  l>e  they  nat  worth  a  stree,  bnt-if 
they  bo  <lcfeuded  by  trewe  freendee  that 
been  oldo  and  wyse.  /  And  nnderstond 
wcl,  that  the  gretteste  and  strongeste 
gamison  that  a  riche  nuui  may  have,  as 
wel  to  kepon  his  persone  as  hise  goodes, 
is  /  that  he  bo  biloved  amonges  his  sub- 
gets  and  with  hise  neighobores.  /  For 
thus  seith  TuUius :  that "  ther  is  a  maner 
gamison  that  no  man  may  venqnisse  ne 
iliscoufite,  and  that  is,  /  a  lord  to  be 
biloved    of  hise    citezoins   and    of    his 

^53^>  peplo."  / 

§  85.  Now  sir,  as  to  the  thridde  point ; 
wher-as  your  olde  and  wise  consoillonrs 
soidon,  that  yow  ne  oghto  nat  sodesmly 
ne  hastily  proceden  in  this  nede,  /  but 
that  yow  oghte  purveyen  and  api)araillcn 
3'ow  in  this  caas  with  greet  diligence  and 
greet  doliberacioun ;  /  trewely,  I  trowe 
that  they  seyden  right  wjTriy  and  right 
sooth,  /  For  Tullius  seith,  *'  in  every 
node,  er  thou  biginne  it,  apparaille  theo 
with  greet  diligence."  /  Thanne  seye  I, 
that  in  vengeance-taking,  in  werre,  in 

^535  bataille,  and  in  wamestoring,  /  er  thow 
biginne,  I  rede  that  thou  apx)araille  thee 
ther-to,  and  do  it  with  greet  delibonv- 
cioun.  /  For  Tullins  seith  :  that  "  long 
apparailling  bifom  the  bataille  makoth 
short  victorie."  /  And  Cassidums  seith : 
'*  tlio  gamison  is  stronger  whan  it  is 
longo  tjToie  avysed,"  / 

§  86.  Uut  now  lat  ns  spekcn  of  the 
conseil  that  was  accorded  by  your  noighe- 
boros,  swiche  as  doon  yow  reverence 
withouten  love,  /  your  oldo  enemys  rocon- 

-1540  siled,  your  flatereres  /  that  conseillcd  yow 
certejme  thingcs  prively,  and  oiwnly  con- 
soilleden  yow  the  contrarie ;  /  the  yonge 
folk  also,  that  consellledcn  yow  to  venge 
yow  and  make  worro  anon.  /  And  certes, 
sir,  as  I  have  seyd  bifom,  ye  han  groetly 
erred  to  han  cleped  swich  moner  folk  to 


your  conseil ;  /  which  conseillonrs  been 
y-nogh  repreve<l  by  the  resouns  afore- 
seyd.  /  But  nathelees,  lat  ns  now  de- 
scende  to  the  special.  Ye  shuln  first 
procode  after  the  doctrine  of  Tullius.  /  3545 
Certes,  the  trouthe  of  this  matere  or  of 
this  conseil  nedeth  nat  diligently  en- 
quere;/  for  it  is  wel  wist  whlche  they 
been  that  han  doon  to  yow  this  trespas 
and  vileinye,  /  and  how  manye  tr^pas- 
sours,  and  in  what  manere  they  han  to 
yow  doon  al  this  wrong  and  al  this 
vileinye.  /  And  after  this,  thanne  shul 
yo  examine  the  seconde  condicioun,  which 
that  the  same  Tullius  addeth  in  this 
matere.  /  For  TuUius  put  a  thing,  which 
that  he  depeth  ''  consentinge,"  this  is  to 
seyn ;  /  who  been  they  and  how  manye,  »SSo 
and  whiohe  been  they,  that  consenteden 
to  thy  conseil,  in  thy  wilfYilnesse  to  doon 
hastif  vengeance.  /  And  lat  us  oonsidere 
also  who  been  they,  and  how  manye  been 
they,  and  whicho  been  they,  that  con- 
senteden to  your  adversaries.  /  And 
certes,  as  to  the  firste  poynt,  it  is  wel 
knowen  whiche  folk  been  they  that  con- 
senteden to  your  hastif  wilitilnesse  ;  / 
for  trewely,  alle  tho  that  conseilleden 
yow  to  maken  sodeyn  werre  ne  been  nat 
your  freendes.  /  Lat  us  now  considere 
whiche  been  they,  that  ye  holde  so  greetly 
your  freendes  as  to  your  persone.  /  For  3555 
al-be-it  so  that  yo  be  mighty  and  riche, 
certes  ye  ne  been  nat  but  allone.  /  For 
certes,  ye  ne  han  no  child  but  a  doghter ;  / 
ne  ye  ne  han  bretheren  ne  cosins  ger- 
mayns,  ne  noon  other  neigh  kinrede,  / 
wherfore  that  your  enemys,  for  drede, 
sholde  Btinte  to  plede  with  yow  or  to 
destroye  your  persone.  /  Ye  knowen 
also,  that  your  richrases  moten  been  di»- 
pended  in  diverse  parties ;  /  and  whan  2560 
that  every  wight  hath  his  part,  they  ne 
wollen  taken  but  litel  reward  to  venge 
thy  deeth.  /  But  thyne  enemys  been 
three,  and  they  han  manie  children, 
bretheren,  cosins,  and  other  ny  kinrede ;  / 
and,  though  so  were  that  thou  haddest 
sla3ni  of  hem  two  or  three,  yet  dwellen 
ther  y-nowe  to  wreken  hir  deeth  and  to 
slee  thy  persone.  /    And  though  so  be 
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that  your  kinrcHlo  be  more  siker  and 
■tedefast  than  the  kin  of  your  advei^ 
sariOf  /  yet  nathelces  your  kinrede  nis 
but  a  fer  kinrcdo  ;  they  been  but  litel  sib 

4565  to  yow,  /  and  the  kin  of  your  enemys 
been  ny  sib  to  horn.  And  certes,  as  in 
that,  hir  condicioun  is  bet  than  youres.  / 
Thanne  lat  us  considero  also  if  the  oon- 
Boilling  of  hem  that  oonseilleden  yow  to 
taken  sodeyn  vengeauuce,  whether  it 
aooorde  to  resoun  ?  /  And  cert<^  ye 
knowe  wel  "naj'."  /  For  ns  by  right  and 
resoun,  ther  may  no  man  taken  vengeance 
on  no  wight,  but  the  juge  that  hath  the 
jurisdiccioun  of  it,  /  whan  it  is  graunted 
him  to  take  thilke  vengeance,  hastily  or 

3570  attemprely,  as  the  lawe  roquireth.  /  And 
yet  more-over,  of  thilke  word  that  Tullins 
olepeth  "  consent iiige,"  /  thou  shalt  con- 
sidere  if  thy  might  and  thy  power  may 
consenten  and  suff^'se  to  thy  wilfulnesse 
and  to  thy  conscillours.  /  And  oertes, 
thou  mayst  wel  soyn  that  "^  nay."  /  For 
sikerly,  as  for  to  spoke  proprely,  we  may 
do  no-thing  but  only  swich  thing  as  we 
may  doon  rightfully.  /  And  cortes,  right- 
fully ne  mowe  ye  take  no  vengeance  as  of 

3575  your  propre  auctoriteo.  /  Thanne  mowe 
ye  seen,  that  your  i)<>wcr  ne  consenteth 
nat  ne  accordeth  nat  with  your  wilful- 
nesse. /  Lat  us  now  examine  the  thridde 
point  that  Tullius  depeth  **  consequent."  / 
Thou  shalt  undcrstonde  that  the  ven- 
geance that  thou  purposest  for  to  take 
is  the  consequent.  /  And  ther-of  folweth 
another  vengenunco,  peril,  and  werre ; 
and  othere  damages  witli-onte  nombro,  of 
whiche  we  be  nat  war  us  at  this  tymo.  / 
And  as  tonchinge  the  fonrthe  point,  that 

2580  Tullius  clGi>eth  *^  ongcndringo,'*  /  thou 
shalt  considere,  that  tliis  wrong  which 
that  is  doon  to  thtH)  in  engendred  of  the 
hate  of  thyne  euemys ;  /  and  of  the 
vengeonco-takingo  upon  that  wolde  en- 
gendro  another  vengeance,  and  muchel 
sorwe  and  wastinge  of  richesses,  as  I 
seydo./ 

§  87.  Now  sir,  as  to  the  point  that 
Tullins  clopeth  "  causes,"  which  that  is 
the  Inste  point,  /  thou  slialt  understonde 
that  the  wrong  that  thou  hast  receyved 


hath  certeino  causes,  /  whiche  that 
clerkes  clepen  Orient  and  /^tctiA,  and 
Causa  longinqua  and  Ctiusa  propinqtta  ; 
this  is  to  seyn,  the  fer  cause  and  the  ny 
cause.  /  The  fer  cause  is  almighty  god,  :^5^5 
that  is  cause  of  alle  thinges.  /  The  neer 
cause  is  thy  three  enemy's.  /  The  cause 
accidental  was  liate.  /  The  cause  material 
been  the  fyve  woundes  of  thy  doghter.  / 
The  cause  formal  ia  the  manere  of  hir 
werkinge,  that  broghten  laddres  and 
doumben  in  at  thy  windowes.  /  The  359U 
cause  final  waa  for  to  slee  thy  doghter ; 
it  letted  nat  in  aa  muche  aa  in  hem  was.  / 
But  for  to  speken  of  the  fer  cause,  as  to 
what  ende  they  sliul  come,  or  what  shal 
finally  bityde  of  horn  in  thia  caas,  no  can 
I  nat  deme  but  by  conjectinge  and  by 
supposinge.  /  For  we  shul  supixjse  that 
they  shul  come  to  a  wikkod  ende,  /  by- 
oause  that  the  Book  of  Decrees  seith : 
**  selden  or  with  greet  peyno  been  causes 
y-broght  to  gtxxl  ende  whanno  they  been 
baddely  bigonne."  / 

§  88.  Now  sir,  if  men  wolde  axe  me, 
why  that  god  suffred  men  to  do  yow  this 
▼ileinye,  certes,  I  can  nat  wel  answere  as 
for  no  sothfastnesse.  /  For  th*apostle  3595 
seith,  that  '*  the  sciences  and  tlie  jugge- 
mentz  of  our  lord  god  almighty  been  fHil 
depe ;  /  ther  may  no  man  comprohende 
ne  sorchen  hem  suffisantly."  /  Nathe- 
lces, by  ccrteyne  presumpcions  and  con- 
jectinges,  I  holde  and  bileve  /  that  god, 
which  that  is  ful  of  justice  and  of  right- 
wisnesse,  hath  su£fred  this  bityde  by 
juste  cause  resonable.  / 

§  89.  Thy  name  is  Mcliboe,  this  is  to 
seyn,  "  a  man  that  drinketh  hony.*'  /  aOou 
Thou  hast  y-dronke  so  muchel  hony  of 
swete  temiK)rel  richesscs  and  delices 
and  honours  of  this  world,/  that  thon 
art  dronken ;  and  hast  forgeten  Josu 
Crist  thy  creatour ;  /  thou  ne  hast  nat 
doon  to  him  swich  honour  and  reverence 
as  thee  oughte.  /  Ne  thou  ne  hast  nat 
wel  y-taken  kepe  to  the  wordes  of  Ovide, 
that  seith :  /  **  under  the  hony  of  the 
godes  of  the  body  is  hid  the  venim  that 
sleet h  the  soule."  /  And  Salomon  seith,  361)5 
"  if  thou  hast  founden  hony,  ete  of  it  that 
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suffysctfa  ;  /  for  if  thou  ote  of  it  out  of 
mesuro,  thou  shalt  Bpewo,"  and  be  nedy 
and  povre.  /  And  peraventuro  Crist  hath 
thee  in  despit,  and  hath  turned  awey  fro 
thee  hia  face  and  hise  eres  of  miseri- 
corde ;  /  and  also  ho  hath  suffred  that 
thou  hast  been  punisshed  in  the  manere 
that  thow  hast  y-trcspassed.  /  Thou  hast 
36x0  doon  sinne  agayn  our  lord  Crist ;  /  for 
cortcs,  the  three  cnemys  of  xnankinde, 
that  is  to  scyn,  the  flcsah,  the  feend,  and 
the  world,  /  thou  hast  suffi*ed  hem  entre 
in-to  thyn  herte  wilfully  by  the  windowes 
of  thy  body,  /  and  hast  nat  defended  thy- 
self suffisautly  agayns  hir  assautes  and 
hir  temptaciunns,  so  that  they  han. 
wounded  thy  soulo  in  fyve  places ;  /  this 
is  to  scyn,  the  dccdly  sinnes  that  been 
entrcd  in-to  thyn  herte  by  thy  fyve 
wittcs.  /  And  in  the  same  manors  our 
lord  Crist  hath  wold  and  suffred,  that  thy 
three  enemys  been  entred  in-to  thyn  hons 

2615  by  the  windowes,  /  and  han  y-wounded 
thy  doghter  in  the  fore-ocyde  manere.'  / 

§  40.  *  Certes,*  quod  Melibee,  '  I  see  wel 
that  ye  enforce  yow  muchel  by  wordes  to 
overcome  me  in  swich  manere,  that  I  shal 
nat  venge  me  of  mjme  enemys ;  /  shew- 
inge  me  the  perils  and  the  yveles  that 
mighten  falle  of  this  vengeance.  /  But 
who-so  wolde  considere  in  alle  vengeances 
the  x)erils  and  jrveles  that  mighte  sewe  of 
vongeance-takinge,  /  a  man  wolde  never 

2C20  take  vengeance,  and  that  were  harm ;  / 
for  by  the  vengeance-takinge  been  the 
wikked  men  dissevered  fro  the  g^e 
men.  /  And  they  that  han  wil  to  do 
wikkcdnesse  restreyne  hir  wikked  purpoff, 
whan  they  seen  the  punissinge  and  chas- 
tysinge  of  the  trespassours.'  /  [fAnd  to 
this  answerde  dame  Prudence :  '  Certee,' 
scyde  she,  '  I  graunte  wel  that  of  ven- 
geaunce  cometh  muchel  yvel  and  muchel 
good;/  butvengeaunce-takingaperteneth 
nat  unto  everichoon,  but  only  unto  jugos 
and  unto  hem  that  han  jurisdiccioun 
upon  the  trespassours.]  /  And  yet  seye  I 
more,  that  right  as  a  singulcr  persone 
sinneth  in  takinge  vengeance  of  another 

2625  man,  /  right  so  sinneth  the  jugo  if  he  do 
no  vengeance  of  hem  that  it  han  de- 


served. /  For  Senek  aeith  thus :  "  that 
maister,**  he  seith,  "  is  good  that  proveth 
shrewes."  /  And  as  Cassidore  seith  :  "  A 
man  dredeth  to  do  outrages,  whan  he 
woot  and  knoweth  that  it  displeseth  to 
the  juges  and  sovereyns. "  /  And  another 
■oith  :  "  the  juge  that  dredeth  to  do  right, 
maketh  men  shrewes.''  /  And  Seint  Pauls 
the  apostle  seith  in  his  epistle,  whan  he 
wryteth  un-to  the  Romayns :  that  "  the 
jnges  beren  nat  the  spere  with-outen 
cause ;  '*  /  but  they  beren  it  to  punisse  2630 
the  shrowes  and  misdocres,  and  for  to 
defende  the  gode  men.  /  If  ye  wol  thanne 
take  vengeance  of  3rour  enemys,  ye  shul 
retoume  or  have  your  recours  to  the  juge 
that  hath  the  jurisdiccion  ui>-on  hem ;  / 
and  he  shal  punisse  hem  as  the  lawe 
axeth  and  reqnyreth.*  / 

§41.  'A!'  quod  Melibee,  'this  ven- 
geance  lyketh  me  no-thing.  /  I  bithenko 
me  now  and  take  hede,  how  fortune  hath 
norissed  me  fro  my  cliildhede,  and  hath 
holpen  me  to  passe  many  a  strong  pas.  /  2635 
Now  wol  I  assaycn  hir,  trowinge,  with 
goddes  help,  that  she  shal  helpe  me  my 
shame  for  to  vengo.'  /  ' 

§42.  'Certes,'  quod  Prudence,  *if  ye 
wol  werke  by  my  conseil,  ye  shul  nat 
assajre  fortune  by  no  wey ;  /  ne  ye  shul 

'  nat  lene  or  bowo  unto  hir,  after  the  word 
of  Senek :  /  for  ''  thinges  that  been  folily 

'  doon,  and  that  been  in  hope  of  fortune, 
shullen  never  come  to  good  ende.**  /  And 
as  the  same  Senek  seith  :  *'  the  more  deer 
and  the  more  shyning  that  fortune  is,  the 
more  brotil  and  the  sonner  broken  she 
is."  /  Trusteth  nat  in  hir,  for  she  nis  2640 
nat  stidefast  ne  stable ;  /  for  whan  thow 
trowest  to  be  most  seur  or  siker  of  hir 
help,  she  wol  faille  thee  and  dec^yve 
thee.  /  And  wheras  ye  seyn  that  fortune 
hath  norissed  yow  fro  your  childhede,  / 
I  seye,  that  in  so  muchel  shul  ye  the 
lasse  truste  in  hir  and  in  hir  wit.  /  "For 
Senek  seith  :  "  what  man  that  is  norissed 
by  fortune,  she  maketh  him  a  greet 
fool."  /  Now  thanne,  sin  ye  desyre  and  3645 
axe  vengeance,  and  the  vengeance  that  is 
doon  after  the  lawe  and  bifore  the  juge 
ne  lyketh  yow  nat,  /  and  the  vengeance 
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that  is  doon  in  hope  of  fortune  is  peril- 
ous and  nncertein,  /  thanne  have  ye 
noon  other  remedie  but  for  to  have  your 
reoours  unto  the  sovereyn  juge  that 
vengoth  alle  vileinyes  and  wronges ;  / 
and  he  shal  venge  yow  after  that  him-self 
witnesseth,  wher-as  he  seith  :  /  "  leveth 

2650  the  vengeance  to  me,  and  I  shal  do  it." '  / 
§  43.  Melibee  answerde,  *  if  I  ne  venge 
me  nat  of  the  vileinye  that  men  han 
doon  to  me,  / 1  sompne  or  vrame  hem 
that  han  doon  to  me  that  vileinye  and 
alle  othore,  to  do  me  another  vileinye.  / 
For  it  is  writen  :  "  if  thou  take  no  ven- 
geance of  an  old  vileinye,  thou  sompnest 
thyne  adversaries  to  do  thee  a  newe 
vileinye."  /  And  also,  for  my  suffrance, 
men  wolden  do  to  me  so  muchel  vileinye, 
that  I  mighte  neither  here  it  ne  sustene ;  / 
and  so  sholde  I  been  put  and  holden  over 

3655  lowe.  /  For  men  seyn  :  "  in  muohel 
suffiringe  shul  manye  thinges  falle  un-to 
ihee  whiche  thou  shalt  nat  mowe 
suflfre." '  / 

§  44.  'Certes,*  quod  Prudence,  'I 
graunte  yow  that  over  muohel  suffraunce 
nis  nat  good  ;  /  but  yet  ne  folweth  it  nat 
ther-of,  that  every  persone  to  whom  men 
doon  vileinye  take  of  it  vengeance ;  /  for 
that  aperteneth  and  longeth  al  only  to 
the  juges,  for  they  shul  venge  the  vileinyes 
and  iniuries.  /  And  ther-fore  tho  two 
auctoritees  that  ye  han  seyd  above,  been 

2660  only  understonden  in  the  juges ;  /  for 
whan  they  snffren  over  muchel  the 
wronges  and  the  vileinyes  to  be  doon 
withouten  punisshinge,  /  they  sompne 
nat  a  man  al  only  for  to  do  newe  wronges, 
but  they  comanden  it.  /  Also  a  W3rs  man 
seith  :  that  "  tho  juge  that  correcteth  nat 
the  sinnere  comandeth  and  biddeth  him 
do  sinne."  /  And  tlie  jug^  and  sovereyns 
mighten  in  hir  land  so  muchel  sufFre  of 
the  shrewes  and  misdoeres,  /  that  they 
sholden  by  swich  suffrance,  by  proces  of 
tjrmo,  wexen  of  swich  power  and  might, 
that  thoy  sholden  putte  out  the  juges 

266s  And  the  sovereyns  from  hir  places,  /  and 
atte  laste  maken    hem  lesen  hir  lord- 
shipes.  / 
§  45.  But  lat  us  now  putte,  that  ye 


have  leve  to  venge  yow.  /  I  seye  ye  been 
nat  of  might  and  power  as  now  to  venge 
yow.  /  For  if  ye  wole  maken  comparisoun 
un-to  the  might  of  your  adversaries,  ye 
shul  finde  in  manye  thinges,  that  I  have 
shewed  yow  er  this,  that  hir  condioioun 
is  bettre  than  youres.  /  And  therfore 
seye  I,  that  it  is  good  as  now  that  ye 
Baffin  and  be  iMtcient.  /  2670 

§  46.  Forther-more,  ye  knowen  wel  that, 
after  the  cosnune  sawe,  "  it  is  a  woodnesse 
a  man  to  stryve  with  a  stronger  or  a  more 
mighty  man  than  he  is  him-self;  /  and 
for  to  stryve  with  a  man  of  evenostrengthe, 
that  is  to  seyn,  with  as  strong  a  man  as 
he,  it  is  peril ;  /  and  for  to  stryve  with  a 
weyker  man,  it  is  folie."  /    And  therfore 
sholde  a  man  flee  stryvinge  as  muchel  as 
he  mighte.  /     For  Salomon  seith  :  **  it  is 
a  greet  worship  to  a  man  to  kepen  him 
fro  noyse  and  stryf."  /     And    if   it    so  2675 
bifSedle  or  happe  that  a  man  of  gretter 
might  and  strengthe  than  thou  art  do 
thee  grevaunce,  /  studio  and  bisie  thee 
rather  to  stille  the  same  grevaunce,  than 
for  to  venge  thee.  /     For  Senek  seith  : 
that  "  he  putteth  him  in  greet  peril  that 
stryveth  with  a  gretter  man  than  he  is 
him-sclf."  /     And  Catoun  seith  :    "  if  a 
man  of  hyer  estaat  or  degree,  or  more 
mighty  than  thou,  do  thee  anoy  or  gre- 
vaunce, sufifre  him ;  /  for  ho  that  ones 
hath  greved    thee    may    another    tsrme 
releve  thee    and  helpe."  /    Yet  sette  I  a68o 
caas,  ye  have  bothe  might  and  licence  for 
to  venge  yow.  /     I  seye,  that  thor  be  ful 
manye  thinges  that  shul  re8tre>'ne  yow 
of  vengeanoe-takinge,  /  and  make  yow 
for  to  enolyne  to  suffre,  and  for  to  han 
pacionce  in  the  thinges  that  han  been 
doon  to  yow.  /     First  and  foreward,  if  ye 
wole  considere  the  dofautcs  that  been  in 
your  owene  persone,  /  for  whiche  defautes 
god  hath  suffred  yow  have  this  tribula- 
cioun,  as  I  have  seyd  yow  heer-bifom.  /  3^85 
For   the    pocte    seith,   that   "we    oghte 
paciently  taken    the    tribulacions    that 
comcn  to  us,  whan  we  thinken  and  con- 
sideren  that  we  ban   deserved  to  have 
hem."  /     And  Seint  Gregorie  seith  :  that 
"  whan  a  man  considereth  wel  the  nombre 
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of  hise  defantes  and  of  his  mnnes,  /  the 
pe^iics  and  the  tribulacionns  that  he 
suffrcth  somen  tlie  lesse  un-to  hym ;  / 
nud  in-as-mnche  as  him  thinketh  hise 
sinnes  more  hovy  and  ffrovons,  /  in-so- 
muclie  semeth  his  poyno  the  lighter  and 

2690  the  esior  nn-to  liim."  /  Also  ye  owen  to 
encl3me  and  bcwo  your  herto  to  take  the 
pacience  of  our  lord  Jesu  Crist,  as  seith 
seint  Peter  in  hise  epistles:/  '^Jesa 
Crist,"  ho  scith,  *'hath  suffred  for  us, 
and  yeven  ensample  to  every  man  to 
folwo  and  sowe  him ;  /  for  he  dide  never 
sinno,  ne  never  cam  ther  a  vileinoos 
word  out  of  his  mouth :  /  whan  men 
cursed  him,  ho  cursed  hem  noght;  and 
whan  men  betten  him,  he  manaced  hem 
noght."  /  Also  the  grete  pacience,  whieh 
the  sointos  that  been  in  paradys  han  had 
in  tribulacionns  that  they  han  y-8ufflred| 

26^S  with-outon  hir  desert  or  gilt,  /  oghte 
muchel  stiren  yow  to  pacience.  /  Forther- 
more,  ye  sholde  enforce  yow  to  have 
pacienco,  /  consideringe  that  the  tribn- 
laciouns  of  this  world  but  litel  whyle 
endure,  and  sone  passed  been  and 
goon.  /  And  the  joye  that  a  man 
sekoth  to  have  by  pacience  in  tribu- 
lacionns is  perdurable,  after  that  the 
apostle  solth  in  his  epistle:/  '^the  joye 
of  god,"  ho  soith,  "  is  perdurable,"  that  is 

2700  to  seyn,  everlastinge.  /  Also  troweth 
and  bilovetli  stedefastly,  that  he  nis  nat 
wel  y-norissed  ne  wel  y-taught,  that  can 
nat  have  pacience  or  wol  nat  rece3've 
pacience.  /  For  Salomon  seith :  that  **  the 
doctrine  and  the  wit  of  a  man  is  knowen 
by  pacience."  /  And  in  another  place  he 
seith  :  that  "  ho  that  is  pacient  govemoth 
him  by  greet  prudence."  /  And  the  same 
Salomon  seith  :  *'  the  angary  and  wrathftil 
man  maketh  nojrses,  and  the  pacient  man 
atemprcth  hem  and  stillcth."  /  He  seith 
also  :  "it  is  more  worth  to  bo   pacient 

2705  tlian  for  to  bo  right  strong ;  /  and  he  that 
may  have  the  lordshipe  of  his  owene 
herto  is  more  to  preyse,  than  he  that 
by  his  force  or  strcngthe  takoth  grete 
cit<'08."  /  And  therfore  seith  seint  Jamo 
in  his  epistle :  that  **  pacience  is  a  greet 
vertu  of  porfeccioim."  *  / 


§  47.  *  Certes,'  quod  Melibee,  *  I  grannte 
yow,  dame  Prudence,  that  i>acience  is 
a  greet  vertu  of  perfeccioun  ;/  but  every 
man  may  nat  have  the  perfeccioun  that 
ye  seken ;  /  ne  I  nam  nat  of  the  nombre 
of  right  parfite  men,  /  for  myn  hertemay  ^7^^ 
never  been  in  pees  un-to  the  tyme  it  be 
venged./  And  al-be-it  so  that  it  was 
greet  peril  to  myne  enemys,  to  do  me 
a  vileinye  in  takinge  vengeance  up-on 
me,  /  yet  token  they  noon  hede  of  the 
I)eril,  but  fulfllleden  hir  wikked  wil  and 
hir  corage.  /  And  therfore,  me  thinketh 
men  oghten  nat  reprove  me,  though  I 
putte  me  in  a  litel  peril  for  to  venge  me,  / 
and  though  I  do  a  greet  exoesse,  that  is 
to  seyn,  that  I  venge  oon  outrage  by 
another.'  /  ^7^S 

§  48.  *  A ! '  quod  dame  Prudence,  '  ye 
seyn  your  wil  and  as  yow  lyketh  ;  /  bnt 
in  no  caas  of  the  world  a  man  sholde  nat 
doon  outrage  ne  ezcesse  for  to  vengen 
him.  /  For  Cassidore  seith :  that  **  as 
jrvel  doth  he  that  vengeth  him  by  outrage, 
as  he  that  doth  the  outrage."/  And 
therfore  ye  shul  venge  yow  after  the 
ordre  of  right,  that  is  to  sejm  by  the  lawe, 
and  noght  by  exoesse  ne  by  outrage.  / 
And  also,  if  ye  wol  venge  yow  of  the  out- 
rage of  your  adversaries  in  other  maner 
than  right  comandeth,  ye  sinnen ;  /  and  2730 
therfore  seith  Senek :  that  "  a  man  shal 
never  vengen  shrewednesse  by  shrewed- 
nesse."  /  And  if  ye  seyo,  that  right  axeth 
a  man  to  defondon  violence  by  violence, 
and  fighting  by  fighting,  /  certes  ye  SQye 
sooth,  whan  the  defense  is  doon  anon 
with-outen  intervalle  or  with-outen  tary- 
ing  or  delay,  /  for  to  defenden  him  and 
nat  for  to  vengen  him.  /  And  it  bihoveth 
that  a  man  putto  swich  attemperance 
in  his  defence,  /  that  men  have  no  272$ 
cause  ne  matere  to  reprevcn  him  that 
dofendeth  him  of  cxccsse  and  outrage; 
for  elles  were  it  agayn.  resoun.  /  Pardee, 
ye  knowen  wol,  that  ye  maken  no  de- 
fence as  now  for  to  defonde  yow,  but  for 
to  venge  yow  ;  /  and  so  sewethit  that  ye 
han  no  wil  to  do  your  dede  attemprely.  / 
And  therfore,  me  thinketh  that  pacience 
is  good.    For  Salomon  seith :  that  *'  he 
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that   is    nat   paoient    shal   have    greet 
harm."'/ 

§  49.  '  Certes,'  qaod  Meliboe,  *  I  graonte 
yow,  that  whan  a  man  is  inpacient  and 
wroth,  of  that  that  tonchoth  him  noght 
and  that  aperteneth  nat  un-to  him,  though 

a7y>  it  harme  him,  it  is  no  wonder.  /  For  the 
lawe  seith :  that  '^  he  is  coupable  that 
ontrometteth  or  medleth  with  swich  thyng 
as  aperteneth  nat  nn-to  him.*'/  And 
Salomon  seith :  that  '*  he  that  ontre- 
metteth  him  of  the  noyse  or  stryf  of 
another  man,  is  lyk  to  him  that  taketh 
an  hound  by  the  eres."  /  For  right  as  he 
that  taketh  a  straunge  hound  by  the  eres 
is  outhorwhyle  biten  with  the  hound,  / 
right  in  the  same  ^yse  is  it  resoun  that  he 
have  harm,  that  by  his  inpacience  med- 
leth him  of  the  noyse  of  another  man, 
whor-as  it  aperteneth  nat  un-to  him.  / 
But  ye  knowen  wel  that  this  dedo,  that  is 
to  seyn,  my  grief  and  my  disese,  toucheth 

2755  me  right  ny.  /  And  therfore,  though  I 
be  wroth  and  inpacient,  it  is  no  mor- 
veillo.  /  And  savinge  your  grace,  I  can 
nat  seen  that  it  mighte  greetly  harme 
me  though  I  toke  vengeaunce ;  /  for  I  am 
richer  and  more  mighty  than  myne  ene- 
my's been.  /  And  wel  knowen  ye,  that 
by  moneye  and  by  havinge  grete  posses- 
sions been  all  the  thinges  of  this  world 
governed.  /     And  Salomon  seith  :  that 

2740  "alle  thinges  obeyen  to  moneye."  '  / 

§  50.  ^\'han  Prudence  haddo  herd  hir 
housbonde  avanten  him  of  his  richesse 
and  of  his  moneye,  dispreisinge  the 
power  of  hise  adversaries,  she  spak,  and 
seyde  in  this  wyse  :  /  '  cortes,  dere  sir,  I 
l^unte  yow  that  ye  been  rich  and 
mighty,  /  and  that  the  richesses  been 
goode  to  hem  that  han  wel  y-get«n  hem 
and  wel  conne  usen  hem.  /  For  right  as 
the  body  of  a  man  may  nat  liven  with- 
oute  the  soule,  namoro  may  it  live  with- 
outen  temporel  goodies.  /    And  by  richesses 

2745  may  a  man  goto  him  grete  freendes.  / 
And  therfore  seith  Pnmphilles :  "  if  a  net- 
herdes  doghter,"  seith  ho,  **  be  riche,  she 
may  chesisn  of  a  thousand  men  which  she 
wol  take  to  hir  housbonde;  /  for,  of 
a  thousand  men,  oou  wol  nat  forsaken 


hir  ne  refusen  hir."/    And  this  Pnm- 
philles seith  also :    "  if  thou    bo    right 
happy,  that  is  to  seyn,  if  thou  be  right 
riche,  thou  shalt  find  a  greet  nombre  of 
felawra  and  freendes.  /    And  if  thy  for- 
tune change  that  thou  wexe  povre,  fare- 
wel  freendshipe  and  felaweshipe  ;  /  for 
thou  shalt  be  allone  with-outen  any  com- 
panye,  but-if  it  be  the  companye  of  povre 
folk."  /    And  yet  seith  this  Pamphilles  2750 
moreover  :  that  "  they  that  been  thralle 
and  bonde  of  linage  shullen  been  maad 
worthy  and  noble  by   the  richesses."  / 
And  right  so  as  by  richesses  ther  comen 
manye  goodes,  right  so  by  poverte  come 
ther  manye  harmes  and  yveles.  /    For 
g^reet  poverte  constrejmeth  a  man  to  do 
manye  yveles.  /    And   therfore  depeth 
Cassidoro  poverte  *'the  moder  of  mine,"  / 
that    is    to    seyn,    the    moder   of  over- 
throwinge  or  fallinge  doun.  /    And  ther-  2755 
fore  seith  Piers  Alfonce  :  *'oon  of  the 
gretteste  adversitees  of  this  world  is/ 
whan  a  free  man,  by  kinde  or  by  burthe, 
is  oonstreyncd  by  poverte   to  eten  the 
almesse  of  his  enemy."  /    And  the  same 
seith  Innocent  in   oon   of  hise   bokes ; 
he  seith  :  that  "  sorweful  and  mishappy 
is  the  coudicioun  of  a  povre  bogger ;  / 
for  if  he  axe  nnt  his  mote,  ho  dyeth  for 
hunger ;  /  and  if  ho  uxo,  he  dyeth  for 
shame ;  and  olgates  necessitee  constreyn- 
eth  him  to  axe."/     And  therfore  seith  2760 
Salomon  :  that  "  bet  it  is  to  dye  than  for 
to  have  swich  poverte."  /     And  as  the 
same  Salomon  seith  :  *'  bettro  it  is  to  dye 
of  bitter  deeth  than  for  to  liven  in  swich 
wyso."/     By  thise  resoiis  that  I  have 
seid  un-to  yow,  and  by  manye  othcro 
resons  that  I  coude  seyo,  /  I  graunte  yow 
that  richesses  been  goode  to  hem  that 
geten  hem  wel,  and  to  hem  that  wel  usen 
tho  richesses.  /    And  therfore  wol  I  shewe 
yow  how  ye  shul  have  yow,  and  liow  ye 
shul  here  yow  in  gadcringe  of  richesses, 
and  in  what  manore  ye  shiU  usen  hero.  /  2765 

§  51.  First,  ye  shul  geten  hem  with- 
outen  greet  desj'r,  by  good  lej'ser  sokiiigly, 
and  nat  over  hastily.  /  For  a  ninii  that 
is  to  dosyringe  to  geto  richesses  abaun- 
doneth  him  first  to  thofte  and  to  alio 
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other  yveles.  /  And  therfore  seith  Salo- 
mon :  ''  he  that  hasteth  him  to  hisily  to 
wexo  richo  shal  be  nw)n  innocent."  /  He 
seith  also  :  that  "the  richesse  that  hastily 
Cometh  to  a  man,  sono  and  lightly  gooth 
and  passeth  fro  a  man ;  /  hat  that  richesse 
that  comcth  litel  and  litel  wcxeth  alwey 

2771)  and  miiltiplycth."  /  And  sir,  ye  shul 
gett»n  richessos  by  your  wit  and  by  your 
travaille  un-to  your  profit ;  /  and  that 
with-outen  wrong  or  harm-doinge  to  any 
other  persone.  /  For  the  lawe  seith :  that 
"  thor  maketh  no  man  himselvenr  riche, 
if  he  do  harm  to  another  wight " ;  /  this 
is  to  seyn,  that  nature  defondeth  and  for- 
bedeth  by  right,  that  no  man  make  him- 
self riche  un-to  the  harm  of  another 
persone.  /  And  Tullius  seith  :  that  *'  no 
sorwe  ne  no  dredo  of  deeth,  ne  no-thing 

2775  that  may  falle  un-to  a  man  /  is  so  muchel 
agayns  nature,  as  a  man  to  encressen  his 
oweno  profit  to  the  harm  of  another  man.  / 
And  though  the  grete  men  and  themighty 
nio.n  gcton  richessos  more  lightly  than 
thou,  /  yet  shaltou  nat  been  ydel  ne  slow 
to  do  thy  profit;  for  thou  shalt  in  alle 
wyse  flee  ydelnesse. "  /  For  Salomon 
seith  :  that  "ydclnesso  techeth  a  man  to 
do  majiye  yveles."  /  And  the  same  Salo- 
mon seith  :  that  *'  ho  that  travailleth  and 
bisieth  him  U)  tilien  his  land,  shal  eten 

3780  breed  ;  /  but  he  that  is  ydel  and  casteth 
liim  to  no  bisinesse  ne  (xxupacioun,  shal 
falle  in-to  povortc,  and  dye  for  hunger."  / 
And  ho  that  is  ydel  and  slow  can  never 
finde  covenable  tyme  for  to  doon  his 
profit.  /  For  ther  is  a  versifiour  seith  : 
that  "the  ydel  man  excusoth  hym  in 
winter,  by  cause  of  the  grete  cold  ;  and  in 
somer,  by  enchosoun  of  the  hete."  /  For 
tliise  causes  seith  Caton  :  "  wakoth  and 
enclyneth  nat  yow  over  muchel  for  to 
slope ;  for  over  muchel  reste  norisseth 
and  causeth  manyo  vices."/  An«l  ther- 
fore seith  seint  Jerome  :  ''  doth  somme 
godo  dedes,  that  the  devcl  which  is  our 
2785  enemy  ne  finde  yow  nat  unoccupied,"  / 
For  the  devul  ne  taketh  nat  lightly  un-to 
his  wcrkinge  swiche  as  ho  findeth  occu- 
pied in  godo  werkes,"  / 
§  52.  Thanno  thus,  in  getinge  richesses, 


yo  mosten  flee  ydelnesse.  /  And  after- 
ward, ye  shul  use  the  richesses,  whiche  ye ' 
have  goten  by  your  wit  and  by  your 
travaille,  /  in  swich  a  manere,  that  men 
holde  nat  yow  to  scars,  ne  to  sparinge,  ne 
to  fool-large,  that  is  to  seyn,  over-large 
a  spender.  /  For  right  as  men  blameu 
an  avaricious  man  by-cause  of  his  scarsetee 
and  chincherye,  /  in  the  same  wyse  is  he  2790 
to  blame  that  spendcth  over  largely.  / 
And  therfore  seith  Caton :  *'  use,"  he  seith, 
"  thy  richesses  that  thou  hast  geten  /  in 
swich  a  manere,  that  men  have  no  matere 
ne  cause  to  calle  thee  neither  wrecche  ne 
chinche ;  for  it  is  a  greet  shame  to  a  man 
to  have  a  povere  herte  and  a  riche  purs."  / 
He  seith  also :  '*  the  goodes  that  thou  hast 
y-geten,  use  hem  by  mesure,"  that  is  to 
seyn,  spende  hem  mcsurably ;  /  for  they  2795 
that  foUly  wasten  and  despenden  the 
goodes  that  they  han,  /  whan  they  han 
namore  propro  of  hir  oweno,  they  ^apen 
hem  to  take  the  goodes  of  another  man.  / 
I  seye  thanne,  tliat  ye  shul  fleen  avarice ;  / 
usinge  your  richesses  in  swich  manere, 
that  men  seye  nat  that  your  rich^ses 
been  y-buried,  /  but  that  ye  have  hem  in 
your  might  and  in  your  weeldinge.  /  For  3800 
a  wys  man  repreveth  the  avaricious  man. 
and  seith  thus,  in  two  vers  :  /  "  wherto 
and  why  buri^th  a  man  hise  goodes  by  his 
grete  avarice,  and  knoweth  wcl  that  nodes 
moste  ho  dye ;  /  for  deeth  is  the  ende  of 
every  man  as  in  this  present  lyf."  /  And 
for  what  cause  or  enchesoun  joyneth  he 
him  or  knitteth  he  him  so  faste  un-to 
hise  goodes,  /  that  alio  his  wittes  mowen 
nat  disseveren  him  or  dex)arten  him  from 
hise  grxtdes  ;  /  and  knoweth  wel,  oroghte  3805 
knowc,  that  whan  he  is  deed,  he  shal  no- 
thing here  with  him  out  of  this  world?/ 
And  ther-fore  seith  seint  Augustin  :  that 
"the  avaricious  man  is  likned  un-to 
helle ;  /  that  the  more  it  swelwcth,  the 
more  desyr  it  hath  to  swelwe  and  de- 
voure.  * '  /  And  as  wel  as  ye  wolde  eschewe 
to  be  called  an  avaricious  man  or  chinche,/ 
as  wel  sholde  ye  kei>e  yow  and  goveme 
yow  in  swich  a  wyse  that  men  calle  yow 
nat  fool-large.  /  Therfore  seith  TuUius  :  3810 
"  the  goodes,"  he  seith,  "  of  thyn  hous  ne 
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sholde  nat  been  hid,  xie  kept  so  doos  but 
that  they  mighte  been  opened  by  pitee 
and  debonairetee  "  ;  /  that  is  to  seyn,  to 
yeven  part  to  hem  that  han  greet  nede ;  / 
*^ne  thy  goodes  shollen  nat  been  so 
opene,  to  been  every  mannes  goodes."  / 
Afberwardf  in  g^tinge  of  your  richesses 
and  in  nsinge  hem,  ye  shnl  alwey  have 
three  thinges  in  your  herte  ;  /  that  is  to 
■eyn,  our  lord  god,  conscience,  and  good 

^815  name.  /  Fiist,  ye  shul  have  god  in  your 
herte ;  /  and  for  no  richesse  ye  shullen  do 
no-thing,  which  may  in  any  manere  dis- 
plesegod,  that  isyourcreat  our  and  maker./ 
For  after  the  word  of  Salomon :  "  it  is 
bettre  to  have  a  litel  good  with  the  love  of 
god,  /  than  to  have  muchel  good  and 
tresour,  and  lese  the  love  of  his  lord  god."/ 
And  the  prophete  seith :  that  **  bettre  it 
is  to  been  a  good  man  and  have  litel  good 

a&20  and  tresour,  /  than  to  been  holden  a  shrewo 
and  have  grote  richesses."  /  And  yet 
seye  I  ferthermore,  that  ye  sholde  alwey 
doon  your  bisinesse  to  gete  yow  richesses,/ 
so  that  ye  gete  hem  with  good  consci- 
ence. /  And  th*apostle  seith  :  that  *■*  ther 
nis  thing  in  this  world,  of  which  we 
sholden  have  so  greet  joyo  as  whan  our 
conscience  bcreth  us  good  witnesse."  / 
And  the  wyse  man  seith :  *'  the  substance 
of  a  man  is  ful  good,  whan  sinne  is  nat 

;^2S  in  mannes  conscience."  /  Afterward,  in 
getinge  of  your  richesses,  and  in  usinge 
of  hem,  /  yow  mosto  have  greet  bisinesse 
and  greet  diligence,  that  your  goode  name 
be  alwey  kept  and  conser\'ed.  /  For 
Salomon  seith  :  that  '*  bettre  it  is  and 
more  it  availleth  a  man  to  have  a  good 
name,  than  for  to  have  grete  richesses."  / 
And  therforo  he  seith  in  another  place  : 
*'  do  greet  diligence,"  seith  Salomon,  *^  in 
keping  of  thy  freend  and  of  thy  gode 
name ;  /  for  it  shal  lenger  abide  with  thee 

S830  than  any  tresour,  bo  it  never  so  precious:"  / 
And  certes  he  sholde  nat  be  called  a  g^ntil 
man,  that  after  god  and  good  conscience, 
alle  thinges  left,  ne  dooth  his  diligence 
and  bisinesse  to  kejK'n  his  good  name.  / 
And  Cassidore  soith  :  that  **  it  is  signe  of 
a  gentil  herte,  whan  a  man  loveth  and 
desyreth  to  han  a  good  name."  /    And 


therfore  seith  seint  Augustin  :  that  *'  ther 
been  two  thinges  that  am  nocessarie  and 
nedefulle,  /  and  that  is  good  conscience 
and  good  loos ;  /  that  is  to  seyn,  good 
conscience  to  thyn  owene  porsone  inwartl, 
and  good  loos  for  thy  neigheboro  out- 
ward." /  And  he  that  trusteth  him  so  2835 
muchel  in  his  gode  conscience,  /  that  he 
displeseth  and  setteth  at  noght  his  go<le 
name  or  loos,  and  rokketh  noght  though 
he  kepe  nat  his  gode  name,  nis  but  a  cruel 
cherL  / 

§  68'.  Sire,  now  have  I  shewed  yow  how 
ye  shul  do  in  getinge  richesses,  and  how 
ye  shullen  usen  hem ;  /  and  I  see  wel. 
that  for  the  trust  that  yo  han  in  youre 
richesses,  ye  wole  moevo  werre  and 
bataille.  /  I  conseillo  yow,  that  ye  bi- 
ginne  no  werre  in  trust  of  your  richesses ; 
for  they  ne  suffysen  noght  werres  to  mayn- 
tene.  /  And  therfore  seith  a  philosophre  :  2840 
"  that  man  that  desyreth  and  wole  algates 
han  werre,  shal  never  have  suffisaunce  ;  / 
for  the  richer  that  he  is,  the  gretter 
despenses  moste  he  make,  if  he  wole  have 
worship  and  victorie."  /  And  Salomon 
seith :  that  **  the  gretter  richesses  that 
a  man  hath,  the  mo  despendours  ho 
hath."/  And  dore  sire,  al-be-it  so  that 
for  your  richesses  ye  mowe  have  muchel 
folk,  /  yet  bihoveth  it  nat,  ne  it  is  nat 
gCKxi,  to  biginne  werre,  where-as  ye  mowe 
in  other  manere  have  pees,  un-to  your 
worship  and  profit.  /  For  the  victories  2845 
of  batailles  that  been  in  this  world,  lyen 
nat  in  greet  nombre  or  multitude  of  the 
peple  ne  in  the  vertu  of  man ;  /  but  it 
Ijrth  in  the  wil  and  in  the  hand  of  our 
lord  god  almighty.  /  And  therfore  Judas 
Machabeus,  which  was  goddes  knight,  / 
whan  he  sholde  fighte  agayn  his  advcr- 
sarie  that  haddo  a  gpreet  nombre,  and 
a  gretter  multitude  of  folk  and  stronger 
than  was  this  peple  of  Machabee,  /  yet 
he  reconforted  his  litel  companye,  and 
seyde  right  in  this  wj-se  :  /  "  als  lightly,"  2850 
quod  he,  *^may  our  lord  god  almighty 
yeve  victorie  to  a  fewe  folk  as  to  many 
folk  ;  /  for  the  victorie  of  bataile  cometh 
nat  by  the  grete  nombre  of  peple  /  but  it 
cometh  from  oar  lord  god  of  hsTene.'*/ 
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And  dere  sir,  for  as  machel  as  there  is 
no  man  certein,  if  he  be  worthy  that  god 
yeve  him  victoria,  [f  namore  than  he  is 
certain  whether  he  be  worthy  of  the  love 
of  god]  or  naught,  after  that  Salomon 
seith,  /  therfore  every  man  sholde  greetly 

^855  Urede  werres  to  biginne.  /  And  by-cause 
that  in  batailles  fallen  manye  perils,  /  and 
happeth  oather-while,  that  as  sone  is  the 
gret«  man  sleyn  as  the  litel  man  ;  /  and, 
AS  it  is  written  in  the  seoonde  book  of 
Kinges,  '^the  dedes  of  batailles  been 
aventnronse  and  nothing  certeyne ;  /  for 
AS  lightly  is  oon  hart  with  a  spere  as 
another.'*  /  And  for  ther  is  gret  peril  in 
werrc,  therfore  sholde  a  man  flee  and 
eschewe    werre,     in     as    muchel    as    a 

'>'K6o  man  miiy  goodly.  /  For  Salomon  seith  : 
"he  that  loveth  peril  shal  falle  in 
peril.'"/ 

§  54.  Aitcr  that  Dame  Pmdence  hadde 
spoken  in  this  manere,  Melibee  answerde 
and  seyde,  /  '  T  see  wel,  dame  Prudence, 
that  by  your  faire  wordes  and  by  your 
rosons  that  ye  han  shewed  me,  that  the 
worre  lyketh  yow  no-thing ;  /  but  I  have 
nat  yot  herd  your  conseil,  how  I  shal  do 
in  this  nede.'  / 

§  65.  *  Certes,*  quod  she,  *  I  conseille 
yow  that  ye  accorde  with  youre  adver- 

jS6$  saries,  and  that  ye  have  pees  with  hem.  / 
For  seint  Jame  seith  in  hise  epistles  :  that 
"  by  concord  and  pees  the  smale  richesses 
wexen  greto,  /  and  by  dobaat  and  discord 
the  greto  richesses  fallen  doun."  /  And 
ye  knowen  wel  that  oon  of  the  gretteste 
and  most  sovereyn  thing,  that  is  in  this 
worid,  is  unitee  and  pees.  /  And  ther- 
fore seyde  oure  lord  Jesu  Crist  to  hise 
apostles  in  this  wyse  :  /  *'  wel  happy  and 
blessed  been  thoy  that  loven  and  pur- 
cli  Accn  pees ;  for  they  been  called  children 

-'870  of  god," '  /  '  A  ! '  quod  Melibee,  *  now  see 
I  wel  that  ye  loven  nat  myn  honour 
ne  my  worshipa  /  Ye  knowen  wel  that 
myne  adversaries  han  bigomnen  this 
debaat  and  brige  by  hir  outrage ;  /  and 
ye  see  wel  that  they  ne  requeren  ne 
preyen  mo  nat  of  pees,  ne  they  asken  nat 
to  be  reconsiled.  /  Wol  ye  thanne  that 
I  go  and  meke  me  and  obeye  me  to  hem, 


and  orye  hem  mercy  ?  /    For  sothe,  that 
were  nat  my  worship.  /     For  right  as  men  2S75 
seyn,  that  **  over-greet   homlinesse   en- 
gendroth  dispreysinge,"  so  fareth  it  by  to 
greet  humylitee  or  mekenesse.*  / 

§  66L  Thanne  bigan  dame  Prudence  to 
maken  scmblnnt  of  wratthe,  and  seyde,  / 
*  certes,  sir,  sauf  your  grace,  I  love  your 
honour  and  your  prr>iit  as  I  do  myn 
owcne,  and  ever  have  doon ;  /  ne  3re  ne 
noon  other  syen  never  the  contrarie./ 
And  yit,  if  I  hadde  seyd  that  ye  sholde 
han  purchaced  the  pees  and  the  recon- 
siliacionn,  I  ne  hadde  nat  muchel  mis- 
taken me,  ne  seyd  amis.  /  For  the  wyse  ii88o 
man  seith:  "  the  dissensioun  biginneth  by 
another  man,  and  the  reconsillng  bi- 
ginneth  by  thy-self."  /  And  the  prophete 
seith :  "  flee  shrewednesse  and  do  good- 
nesse ;  /  soke  pees  and  folwe  it,  as  muchel 
as  in  thee  is."  /  Yet  scye  I  nat  that  ye 
shul  rather  pursue  to  your  adversaries  for 
pees  than  they  shuln  to  yow ;  /  for  I 
knowe  wel  that  ye  been  so  hard-herted, 
that  ye  wol  do  no-thing  for  me.  /  And  2885 
Salomon  seith  :  "  he  that  hath  over-hard 
an  herte,  atte  laste  he  shal  mishappe  and 
mistyde."  *  / 

§  67.  Whanne  Helibee  hadde  herd  dame 
Prudence  maken  semblant  of  wratthe,  he 
seyde  in  this  wyse,  /  *  dame,  I  prey  yow 
that  ye  be  nat  displesed  of  thinges  that  I 
seye ;  /  for  ye  knowe  wel  that  I  am  angry 
and  wrooth,  and  that  is  no  wonder ;  / 
and  they  that  been  wrothe  witen  nat  wel 
what  they  doon,  ne  what  they  seyn.  /  3890- 
Therfore  the  prophete  seith:  that  ** trou- 
bled eyen  han  no  cleer  sighte."/  But 
seyeth  and  conseileth  me  as  yow  lyketh  ; 
for  I  am  redy  to  do  right  as  ye  wol 
desyre ;  /  and  if  ye  ropreve  me  of  my 
folye,  I  am  the  more  holden  to  love  yow 
and  to  preyse  yow.  /  For  Salomon  seith  : 
that  "  he  that  repreveth  him  that  doth 
folye,  /  he  shal  flnde  gretter  grace  than 
he  that  deceyveth  him  by  swete  wordes." '  /  289$ 

§  58.  Thanne  seido  dame  Prudence,  '  I 
make  no  semblant  of  wratthe  ne  anger 
but  for  your  grete  profit.  /  For  Salomon 
seith  :  '*  he  is  more  worth,  that  repreveth 
or  chydeth  a  fool  for  his  folye,  shewinge 
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him  Bemblant  of  wratthOf  /  than  ho  that 
Bapporteth  him  and  preyseth  him  in  his 
misdoinge,  and  Innghoth  at  his  folye,"  / 
And  this  same  Salomon  seith  afterward : 
that  **  by  the  sorwofnl  Visage  of  a  man," 
that  is  to  soyn,  by  the  sory  and  hevy 
oonntenannce  of  a  man,  /  "  the  fool  cor- 

t9oo  reoteth  and  amendeth  hira-solf." '  / 

§  50.  Thanne  seyde  Melibee,  *I  shal 
nat  conne  answere  to  so  manye  faire 
Tosouns  as  ye  patten  to  me  and  shewen.  / 
Seyeth  shortly  your  wil  and  yonr  conseil, 
and  I  am  al  ready  to  folfille  and  pajv 
fonme  it.'  / 

§  60.  Thanne  damo  Pmdence  discovered 
al  hir  vril  to  him,  and  s^de,  /  '  I  conseille 
yow,'  quod  she, '  ahoven  alle  thinges,  that 
ye  make  poos  bitwene  god  and  yow ;  / 
and  both  reconsilod  on-to  him  and  to  his 

3905  grace.  /  For  as  I  have  seyd  yow  heer> 
bifom,  god  hath  saifred  yow  to  have  this 
tribulaoionn  and  diseso  for  your  sinnos.  / 
And  if  ye  do  as  I  sey  yow,  god  wol  sonde 
your  adversaries  nn-to  yow,  /  and  makon 
.  hem  fallen  at  your  feet,  rody  to  do  your 
wil  and  your  comandements.  /  For 
Salomon  soith :  "  whan  the  condicioun 
of  man  is  plesaunt  and  likinge  to  god,  /  he 
chaungoth  the  hertos  of  the  mannes  adver- 
saries, and  oonstroynoth  hem  to  biseken 

0910  him  of  pees  and  of  grace."  /  And  I  prey 
yow,  lat  me  spoke  with  your  adversaries 
in  privee  place ;  /  for  they  shul  nat  knowe 
that  it  be  of  your  wil  or  your  assent.  / 
And  thanne,  whan  I  knowe  hir  wil  and 
hir  entente,  I  may  consolllo  yow  the  more 
sourly.'  / 

§  61.  'Damo,'  quod  Ifolibee,  'dooth 
your  wil  and  your  lykingo,  /  for  I  putte 
me  hooUy  in  your  disposicioun  and  or- 

2915  dinaunce.'  / 

§  62.  Thanne  Damo  Prudence,  whan 
she  sangh  the  godo  wil  of  her  housbonde, 
dolibored  and  took  avys  in  hir-self,  / 
thinkinge  how  she  mighte  bringe  this 
node  un-to  a  good  conclusioun  and  to 
a  good  endo.  /  And  whan  she  saugh  hir 
tymo,  sho  sonte  for  thiso  adversaries  to 
come  un-to  hir  in-to  a  privee  placo,  /  and 
shewed  wysly  un-to  hem  the  grete  goodes 
that   oomcn    of  poos,/  and   tho   grete 


harmes  and  perils  that  been  in  werre ;  /  2920 
and  seydo  to  hem  in  a  goodly  manere, 
how  that  hem  oughto  have  groot  repent- 
aunce  /  of  the  injurie  and  wrong  that 
they  haddon  doon  to  Molibee  hir  lord,  and 
to  hir,  and  to  hir  doghter.  / 

§  68.  And  whan  they  herden  tho  good- 
liche  wordes  of  dame  Prudonco,  /  they 
weren  so  surprised  and  ravisshcd,  and 
hadden  so  greet  joye  of  hir,  that  wonder 
was  to  telle.  /  *  A  !  latly !  *  quod  thoy, 
*  ye  han  shewed  un-to  us  ''  tho  blessinge 
of  swetnesse,"  after  the  sawe  of  David  tho 
prophete ;  /  for  the  reconsilingo  which  29^5 
we  been  nat  worthy  to  have  in  no  manero,  / 
but  we  oghte  requeren  it  with  greet  con- 
tricioun  and  humilitoe,  /  yo  of  your  greto 
goodnesso  have  presented  unto  us.  /  Xow 
see  we  wol  that  tho  science  and  the  con- 
ninge  of  Salomon  is  ful  trewe ;  /  for  he 
seith:  that  ''sweto  wordes  multiplyen 
and  encresen  freondes,  and  makon  shrewes 
to  be  debonaire  and  meke."  /  3930 

§  64.  Cortes,'  quod  they,  *  wo  putton 
our  dede  and  al  our  matere  and  cause  nl 
hoolly  in  your  goixio  wil ;  /  and  been  redy 
to  obeye  to  the  speche  and  comandement 
of  my  lord  Melibeo.  /  And  therforo,  dere 
and  beuigne  lady,  wo  proyon  yow  and 
bisokc  yow  as  mokoly  as  we  conne  and 
mowen,  /  that  it  lyke  un-to  your  grete 
goodnesso  to  fulfillen  in  dede  your  good- 
liche  wordra ;  /  for  we  consideron  and 
knowlichon  that  we  han  offended  and 
greved  my  lord  Helibee  out  of  mesuro ;  /  29^:^5 
so  ferforth,  that  we  be  nat  of  power  to 
makon  hise  amendos./  And  therfore 
we  oblige  and  binden  us  and  our  freondes 
to  doon  al  his  wil  and  hiso  comande- 
ments. /  But  peraventure  he  hath  swioh 
hevinosse  and  swich  wratthe  to  us-ward, 
by-causo  of  our  offence,  /  that  he  wole 
enjoyiio  us  swich  a  peyno  as  wo  mowe  nat 
bore  no  susteuc.  /  And  therfore,  noble 
la<ly,  wo  biseke  to  yotir  wommanly  pitee,  /  3940 
to  taken  swich  avysemont  in  this  node, 
that  wo,  no  our  freondes,  bo  nat  desherited 
no  destroyed  thurgh  our  folyo.'  / 

§  65.  '  Certos,'  qu^xi  Prudonco,  '  it  is  an 
hiurd  thing  and  right  perilous,  /  that 
a  man  putte  him  al  outrely  in  the  arbi- 
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tracioun  and  juggement,  and  in  the  might 
and  power  of  hise  enomya  /  For  Salomon 
seith  :  "  leveth  me,  and  yevoth  credence 
to  that  I  shal  geyn ;  I  8oye,"  quod  he, 
'*  yo  peple,  folk,  and  govemourg  of  holy 
chircho,  /  to  thy  sonc,  to  thy  wyf,  to  thy 

2945  freend,  ne  to  thy  brother  /  ne  yovo  thou 
never  might  ne  maistrie  of  thy  body,  whyl 
thou  livest."  /  Now  sithen  he  defendeth, 
that  man  slial  nat  ycvon  to  his  brother  ne 
to  his  froond  the  might  of  his  body,  /  by 
a  stronger  resonn  he  defendeth  and  for- 
l>edGth  a  man  to  yeven  him-self  to  his 
onemy.  /  And  natheloes  I  conseille  you, 
that  j'o  mistrusto  nat  my  lord.  /  For 
I  woot  wol  and  knowe  vorraily,  that  he  is 

2950  debonairo  and  meke,  large,  ourteys,  /  and 
nothing  des^nrous  ne  coveitous  of  good  ne 
richcsse.  /  For  ther  nis  no-thing  in  this 
world  that  he  desyreth,  save  only  worship 
and  honour.  /  Forther-more  I  knowe 
wcl,  and  am  right  seur,  that  he  shal 
no-tliing  doon  in  this  nede  vrith-outen 
my  conscil.  /  And  I  shal  so  werken  in 
this  cause,  that,  by  grace  of  our  lord 
god,  yo  shul  been  reconsiled  un-to  us.'  / 

§  66.  Thanne  seyden  they  with  o  voiR, 
'  worshipful  lady,  we  putten  us  and  our 
goodes  al  fully  in  your  wil  and  dispofli- 

3955  cioun  ;  /  and  been  rody  to  oomen,  what 
(lay  that  it  lyko  un-to  your  noblesse  to 
limite  us  or  assigne  us,  /  for  tomaken  our 
obligacioun  and  bond  as  strong  as  it 
lyketh  un-to  your  goodnesse ;  /  that  we 
mowc  fulfille  the  wille  of  yow  and  of  my 
lord  Mclibeo.*  / 

§  07.  Wlian  dame  Prudence  hadde  herd 
the  unsworcs  of  thise  men,  she  bad 
hem  g:<)on  agayn  prively ;  /  and  she  re- 
toumcd  to  hir  lord  Meliboe,  and  tolde 
him  how  she  fond  hise  adversaries  fol 

2c,6o  repentant,  /  knowlechingo  ful  lowely  hir 
sinncs  and  trospas,  and  how  they  were 
redy  to  suflfrcn  al  poyne,  /  requiringe 
and  prcyingo  him  of  mercy  and  pitee.  / 

§  68.  Than  no  seyde  Meliboe,  *  he  is  wel 
worthy  to  have  i>ardoun  and  foryifnesse 
of  hissinnc,  that  oxcuseth  nat  hissinne,  / 
but  knowlecheth  it  and  repentoth  him, 
axinge  indulgence.  /  For  Sonek  seith  : 
*'  ther  is  the  romissioun  and  foryifhi 


whereas  confessioun  is  " ;  /  for  confession  2965 
is  neighebore  to  innocence.  /  And  he 
seith  in  another  place  :  **  he  that  hath 
shame  for  his  sinne  and  knowlecheth  it, 
is  worthy  remissioun."  And  therfore  I 
assente  and  conferme  me  to  have  i>ees ;  / 
but  it  is  good  that  we  do  it  nat  with-outen 
the  assent  and  wil  of  our  freendes.'  / 

§  69.  Thanne  was  Prudence  right  glad 
and  joycfhl,  and  seyde,  /  ^  Certes,  sir,* 
quod  she,  *ye  han  wel  and  goodly  an- 
swered. /  For  right  as  by  the  conseil,  2970 
assent,  and  help  of  your  freendes,  yo  han 
been  stired  to  vengo  yow  and  maken 
werre,  /  right  so  with-outen  hir  conseil 
shul  ye  nat  accorden  yow,  ne  have  pees 
with  your  adversaries.  /  For  the  lawe 
seith  :  "  ther  nis  no-thing  so  good  by  wey 
of  kindo,  as  a  thing  to  been  nnbounde  by 
him  that  it  was  y-bounde." '  / 

§  70.  And  thanne  dame  Prudence, 
with-outen  delay  or  tarjdnge,  sente  anon 
hir  messages  for  hir  kin,  and  for  hir  oldo 
freend^  whiche  that  were  trewe  and 
wyse,  /  and  tolde  hem  by  ordre,  in  the 
presence  of  Melibee,  al  this  matero  as  it 
is  aboven  expressed  and  declared ;  /  and  ^975 
prej^en  hem  that  they  wolde  yeven  hir 
avys  and  conseil,  what  best  were  to  doon 
in  this  node.  /  And  whan  Melibees 
freendes  hadde  taken  hir  avya  and  de- 
liberaoioun  of  the  forseide  matere,  /  and 
hadden  examined  it  by  greet  bisinesso 
and  greet  diligence,  /  they  yave  ful  conseil 
for  to  have  pees  and  rcste ;  /  and  that 
Melibee  sholde  receyve  with  good  herte 
hise  adversaries  to  foryifnesse  and  mercy./  3980 

§  71..  And  whan  dame  Prudence  hadde 
herd  the  assent  of  hir  lord  Melibee,  and 
the  conseil  of  hise  freendes,  /  accorde 
with  hir  willo  and  hir  entencioun,  /  she 
was  wonderly  glad  in  hir  herte,  and 
seyde  :  /  *  ther  is  an  old  i)roverbe,*  quod 
she,  'seith:  that  "the  goodnesse  that 
thou  maj-st  do  this  day,  do  it ;  /  and 
abyde  nat  no  delaye  it  nat  til  to-morwe."  /  2985 
And  therfore  I  conseille  that  ye  sendo 
your  messages,  swicho  as  been  discrete 
and  wyse,  /  un-to  your  adversaries  ;  tel- 
lingo  hem,  on  your  bihalve,  /  that  if  they 
wole  trete  of  pees  and  of  accord,  /  that 
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they   shape    horn,  with-oaten    delay  or 
tarying,   to  comen  tm-to  tis.'  /    Which 

S990  thing  parfoomed  was  in  dede.  /  And 
whanne  thise  trespassours  and  repentinge 
folk  of  hir  folics,  that  is  to  seyu,  the  ad- 
versaries of  Melibee,  /  hadden  herd  what 
thise  messagers  seyden  nn-to  hem,  /  they 
weren  right  glad  and  joyeful,  and  an- 
swereden  ful  mekcly  and  benignely,  / 
yeldinge  graces  and  thankinges  to  hir 
lord  Melibee  and  to  al  his  companye ;  / 
and  shopen  hem,  with-outen  delay,  to  go 
with  the  messagers,    and  obeye  to  the 

2995  oomandement  of  hir  lord  Melibee.  / 

§  72.  And  right  anon  they  token  hir 
wey  to  the  court  of  Melibee,  /  and  token 
with  hem  somme  of  hir  trowe  freendes, 
to  maken  feith  for  hem  and  for  to  been 
hir  borwes.  /  And  whan  they  were 
comen  to  the  presence  of  Melibee,  he  seyde 
hem  thise  wordes :  /  *  it  standeth  thus,' 
quod  Melibee,  *and  sooth  it  is,  that 
jre,  /  causeless,  and  with-outen  skilo  and 

3000  resonn,  /  han  doon  grete  injuries  and 
wronges  to  me  and  to  my  wyf  Prudence, 
and  to  my  doghter  also.  /  For  ye  han 
entred  in-to  myn  hous  by  violence,  /  and 
have  doon  swich  outrage,  that  alle  men 
knowen  wel  that  ye  have  deserved  the 
deeth ;  /  and  therfore  wol  I  knowe  and 
"wite  of  yow,  /  whether  ye  wol  putte  the 
pnnissementand  the  chastysinge  and  the 
vengeance  of  this  outrage  in  the  wil  of 
me  and  of  my  wyf  Prudence  ;  or  ye  wol 

3005  nat?'/ 

§  78.  Thanne  tlie  wyseste  of  hem  three 
answerde  for  hem  aUe,  and  seyde :  / 
*  sire,'  quod  he,  '  we  knowen  wel,  that  we 
been  unworthy  to  comen  un-to  the  court 
of  so  greet  a  lord  and  so  worthy  as  ye 
been.  /  For  we  han  so  greetly  mistaken 
us,  and  han  ofifendcd  and  agilt  in  swich 
a  wyse  agayn  your  heigh  lordshipe,  / 
that  trewely  we  han  deserved  the  deeth./ 
But  yet,  for  the  grete  goodnesse  and 
debonairetee  that  all  the  world  witnesseth 

3010  of  your  persone,  /  we  submitton  us  to  the 
excellence  and  benignitee  of  your  gracious 
lordshipe,  /  and  been  redy  to  obeie  to  alle 
your  comandements ;  /  bisekinge  yow, 
that  of  your  xnerciablo  pitoe  ye  wol  oon- 


sidere  our  grete  repentaunce  and  lowo 
submissioun,  /  and  g^unten  us  foryove- 
nesse  of  our  outrageous  trespas  and  of- 
fence. /  For  wel  we  knowe,  that  your 
liberal  grace  and  morey  strecchen  hem 
ferther  in-to  goodnesse,  than  doon  our 
outrageouse  giltes  and  trespas  in-to  wik- 
kednesse ;  /  al-be-it  that  cursedly  and  3015 
dampnably  we  han  agilt  aga^ni  your 
heigh  lordshipe.*/ 

§  74.  Thunne  Melibco  took  hem  up  fro 
the  ground  ful  benigncly,  /  and  reeeyved 
hir  obligaciouns  and  hir  bondes  by  hir 
othes  up-on  hir  plegges  and  borwes,  / 
and  assigned  hem  a  certeyn  day  to  re- 
toume  un-to  his  court,  /  for  to  accepte 
and  reccyve  the  sentence  and  jugement 
that  Melibee  wolde  comande  to  be  doon 
on  hem  by  the  causes  aforo-seyd ;  /  whiche  3020 
thinges  ordeyned,  every  man  retoumed  to 
his  hous.  / 

§  75.  And  whan  that  dame  Prudence 
saugh  hir  tyme,  she  freyned  and  axed 
hir  lord  Melibee,  /  what  vengeance  he 
thonghte  to  taken  of  hiso  adversaries  ?  / 

§  76.  To  which  Melibee  answerde  and 
seyde,  '  certes,'  quod  he,  '  I  thinke  and 
purpose  me  fully  /  to  deaherite  hem  of  al 
that  ever  they  han,  and  for  to  putte  hem 
in  exil  for  ever.*  /  3025 

§  77.  *  Certes,'  quod  dame  Pruaence, 
*  this  were  a  cruel  sentence,  and  muchel 
agayn  resoun.  /  For  ye  been  riche  y- 
nough,  and  han  no  nede  of  other  mennes 
good ;  /  and  ye  mighte  lightly  in  this 
wyse  gete  yow  a  coveitous  name,  /  which 
is  a  vicious  thing,  and  oghte  been 
eschewed  of  Bvery  good  man.  /  For  after 
the  sawe  of  the  word  of  the  apostle : 
**  coveitise  is  rote  of  alio  harmes."  /  And  3030 
therfore,  it  were  bettre  for  yow  to  lose  so 
muchel  good  of  your  owene,  than  for  to 
taken  of  hir  good  in  this  monere.  /  For 
bettre  it  is  to  lesen  good  with  worshipe, 
than  it  is  to  winne  good  with  vileinye 
and  shame.  /  And  every  man  oghte  to 
doon  hia  diligence  and  his  bisinesse  to 
geten  him  a  good  name.  /  And  yet  shal 
he  nat  only  bisie  him  in  kepinge  of  his 
good  name,  /  but  ho  shal  also  onforcen 
him  alwey  to  do  som-thing  by  which  ho 
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3035  may  renovello  his  good  name;  /  for  it  is 
'writen,  that  *'the  olde  good  loo«  or  good 
name  of  a  man  is  8<me  goon  and  passed, 
whan  it  is  nat  newed  no  renovelled."  / 
And  as  toachinge  that  ye  seyn,  ye  wole 
exile  your  adversaries,  /  that  thinketh 
mc  mnchel  agayn  resoun  and  out  of 
mesure,  /  considered  the  power  that  they 
haul  yeve  yow  np-on  hem-solf.  /  And  it 
is  writen,  that  "  he  is  worthy  to  lesen  his 
privilege  that  misnseth  the  might  and 

3040  the  power  that  is  yeven  him."  /  And  I 
sotto  c«s  ye  mighte  onjoyne  hem  that 
poyne  by  right  and  by  lawe,  /  which  I 
trowe  ye  mowe  nat  do,  /  I  soye,  yemighte 
nat  pntten  it  to  exocncionu  per-aven- 
tnre,  /  and  thanne  were  it  lykly  to  re- 
toume  to  the  worre  as  it  was  bifom.  / 
And  therfore,  if  ye  wole  that  men  do  yow 
obeisance,   yo  moste   demen    more  cnr- 

3045  tcisly ;  /  this  is  to  seyn,  ye  moste  yeven 
more  osy  sentences  and  jugements.  / 
For  it  is  writen,  that  *'  he  that  most 
curteisly  comandcth,  to  him  men  most 
obeycn."  /  And  therfore,  I  prey  yow 
that  in  this  necessitee  and  in  this  nede, 
ye  caste  yow  to  overcome  your  herte.  / 
For  Senek  seith :  that  *'  he  that  over- 
cometh  his  herte,  overcometh  twyes.''  / 
And  Tnllius    seith :   "  ther  is  no-thing 

3050  BO  comcndable  in  a  greet  lord  /  as  whan 
ho  is  dobonaire  and  meke,  and  appescth 
liim  lightly.''  /  And  I  prey  yow  that  ye 
wolo  forbore  now  to  do  vengeance,  /  in 
swicih  a  manere,  that  yonr  goode  name 
may  bo  kept  and  conserved ;  /  and  that 
men  mowe  have  cause  and  matere  to 
preyse  yow  ol"  pitce  and  of  mercy  ;  /  and 
that  ye  have  no  cause  to  repente  yow  of 

3055  thing  that  ye  doon.  /  For  Senek  seith  : 
''  he  overcometh  in  an  yvel  manere,  that 
repenteth  him  of  his  victorio."/  Wher- 
foro  I  pray  yow,  lat  mercy  been  in  your 
miiide  and  in  your  herte,  /  to  th'effect 


and  entente  that  god  ahnighty  have 
mercy  on  yow  in  his  laste  jugcment.  / 
For  seint  Jame  seith  in  his  epistle : 
"jugement  withouten  mercy  shal  bo 
doon  to  him,  that  liath  no  mercy  of 
another  wight." '  / 

§  78.  A^'haune  Melibee  hadde  herd  the 
grete  skiles  and  resouns  of  dame  Pru- 
dence, and  hir  wise  informaciouns  and 
tcchinges,  /  his  herte  gan  enclyne  to  the  3^^^ 
wil  of  his  wyf,  consideringe  hir  trewe 
entente ;  /  and  conformed  him  anon, 
and  assented  fully  to  werken  after  hir 
conseil ;  /  and  thonkcd  god,  of  whom 
procedeth  al  vertu  and  &lle  goodnesse, 
that  him  sento  a  wyf  of  so  g^reet  discre- 
cioun.  /  And  whan  the  day  cam  that 
hise  adversaries  sholde  apperen  in  his 
pr(»onco,  /  he  spak  unto  hem  ful  goodly, 
and  scyde  in  this  wjrse  :  /  *  al-be-it  so  that  3065 
of  your  pryde  and  presumpcioun  and 
folie,  and  of  your  neoligence  and  un- 
conninge,  /  ye  have  misbom  yow  and 
trespassed  un-to  me ;  /  yet,  for  as  much 
as  I  see  and  biholde  your  grete  humilitee,  / 
and  that  ye  been  sory  and  repentant  of 
your  gUtes,  /  it  constreyneth  me  to  doon 
yow  grace  and  mercy.  /  Therfore  I  re-  3070 
ceyve  yow  to  my  grace,  /  and  foryeve 
yow  outrely  alle  the  offences,  injuries, 
and  wronges,  that  ye  have  doon  agayn 
me  and  m^'ne  ;  /  to  this  effect  and  to  this 
ende,  that  god  of  his  endelecs  mercy  / 
wole  at  the  t^ine  of  our  dyinge  foryevcn 
us  our  giltes  that  we  han  trespassed  to 
him  in  this  wrecched  world.  /  For  doutc- 
lees,  if  we  be  sory  and  repentant  of  the 
sinnes  and  giltes  whiche  we  han  tres- 
passed in  the  sighte  of  our  lord  god,  /  he  3075 
is  so  free  and  so  merciable,  /  that  he 
wole  foryevcn  us  our  giltes,  /  andbringen 
us  to  his  bllsse  that  never  hath  ende. 
Amen.'  /  3078 


Here  is  ended  Chancers  Tale  of  Melibee  and  of  Dame  Prudence. 


THE    MONK^S   PROLOGUE. 

[t.  1 3895-1 395<5.] 
The  mery  wordes  of  the  Host  to  the  Monk. 


Whak  onded  was  my  tale  of  Melibee, 
And  of  Pmdcnco  and  hir  benignitee,  3080 
Oar  hoste  seyde,  *  as  I  am  faithftil  man, 
And  by  the  precious  corpus  Hadrian^ 
I  hadde  lever  than  a  barcl  ale 
That  goode  lief  my  wyf  hadde  herd  this 

tale! 
For  she  nis  no-thing  of  swich  pacience 
As  was  this  Melibeiis  wyf  Prudence.  5086 
By  goddos  bones !  whan  I  bete  my  knaves, 
She  bringth  me  forth  the  grete  dobbod 

staves,  (io> 

And  ciyeth,  "  slee  the  dogges  everichoon. 
And  brek  hem,bothe  bak  and  every  boon.'* 
And  if  that  any  neighebor  of  myne      3091 
Wol  nat  in  chirche  to  my  wyf  enclyne, 
Or  be  so  hardy  to  hir  to  trespace. 
Whan  she  comth  hoom,  she  rampeth  in 

my  face,  3004 

And  cryeth,  "false  coward,  wreck  thy  wyf ! 
By  corpus  bones  !  I  wol  have  thy  knyf. 
And  thou  shalt  have  my  distaf  and  go 

spinne !  '* 
Fro  day  to  night  right  thus  she  wol  bi- 

ginne ; —  (20) 

*^  Alias ! "  she  seith,  "that  ever  I  was  shape 
To  wodde  a  milksop  or  a  coward  ape,  3100 
That  wol  bo  overlad  with  every  wight  I 
Thou  darst  nat  stonden  by  thy  wyves 

right ! " 
This  is  my  lyf,  but-if  that  I  wol  flghte ; 
And  out  at  dore  anon  I  moot  me  dighte, 
Or  olles  I  am  but  lost,  but-if  that  I     3105 
Be  lyk  a  wilde  Icoun  fool-hardy. 
I  woot  wel  she  wol  do  me  slee  som  day 
Som  neighebor,  and  thanne  go  my  wey.  (30) 


For  I  am  perilous  with  knyf  in  honde, 
AI  be  it  that  I  dar  nat  hir  withstondo,  3110 
For  she  is  big  in  armes,  by  my  feith, 
That  shal  he  finde,  that  hir  misdooth  or 

seith. 
But  lat  us  passe  awey  fro  this  matere. 
My  lord  the  Monk,'  quod  he,  '  be  mery 

of  chere; 
For  ye  shul  telle  a  t«le  trewely.  31 15 

Lo  I  Bouchestre  stant  heer  faste  by ! 
Byd  forth,  myh  owene  lord,  brek  nat  our 

game,  (39> 

But,  by  my  trouthejknowenatyourname, 
Wher  shal  I  calle  yow  my  lord  dan  Jphn, 
Or  dan  T^gmas,  or  elles  dan  Albon?    3120 
Of  what  hous  be  yo,  by  your  iader  kin  ? 
I  vow  to  god,  thou  hast  a  ful  fair  skin. 
It  is  a  gentil  pasture  ther  thou  goost ; 
Thou  art  nat  lyk  a  penaunt  or  a  goost. 
Upon  my  feith,  thou  art  som  officer,  3125 
Some  worthy  sexteyn,  or  som  celerer. 
For  by  my  fader  soule,  as  to  my  doom, 
Thou  art  a  maister  whan  thou  art  at  hoom ; 
Nopovre  cloisterer,  ne  no  novys,  (51) 

But  a  govemour,  wyly  and  wys.  3130 

And  therwithal  of  brawn(»  and  of  bones 
A  wel-faring  persone  for  the  nones. 
I  pray  to  god,  yeve  him  confusioun 
That  first  thee  broghte  un-to  religioon ; 
Thou  woldest  ban  l)Con  a  trede-foul  aright. 
Haddostow  as  greet  a  leve,  as  thou  hast 

might  3136 

To  parfoume  al  thy  lust  in  engondrure, 
Thou  haddost  bigoten  many  a  creature. 
Alas  I  why  werestow  so  wyd  a  cope  ?      (61) 
God  yeve  me  sorwe !  but,  and  I  were  a  pope, 
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Notonly  thou,  bnt  every  mighty  man,  3141 
Thogh  ho  were  shorn  ful  hye  npon  his  pan, 
Sholde  have  a  wyf ;  for  al  the  world  is  lorn ! 
Beligioan  hath  take  np  al  the  com  3144 
Of  troUing,an(l  wo  borel  men  ben  shrimpes ! 
Of  feblo  trees  ther  comen  wrecched  impes. 
This   makcth    that  our  heires  been  so 

sclendre  (69) 

Andfcblo,  that  theymaynat  welengendre. 
This  makcth  that  our  wyves  wol  assaye 
Religions  folk,  for  ye  may  bettre  paye  3150 
Of  Venus  payoments  than  mowe  we  ; 
0(xi  woot,  no  lussheburghes  pay  en  ye ! 
But  bo  nat  wrooth,  my  lord,  for  that  I 

pleye ; 
Ful  ofbe  in  game  a  sooth  I  have  herd  seye.' 
This  worthy  monk  t<x)k  al  in  pacience, 
And  seydOf  *  I  wol  doon  al  my  diligence, 
As  fer  as  souncth  in-to  honcstoe,         3157 
To  telle  yow  a  tale,  or  two,  or  three.     (80) 
And  if  yow  list  to  hcrkne  hiderward, 
I  wol  yow  seyn  the  lyf  of  seint  Edward ; 


Or  elles  first  Tragedies  wol  I  telle       3 161 
Of  whiche  I  have  an  hundred  in  my  coUe. 
Tragedie  is  to  seyn  a  cefteyn  storie, 
As  olde  bokos  maken  us  memorie, 
Of  him  that  stood  in  greet  prosperitee  3165 
And  ia  y-fallon  out  of  heigh  degree 
Into  miserie,  and  endeth  wrecchedly. 
And  they  ben  versifyed  comunly  (90) 

Of  six  feet,  which  men  clcpe  exametron. 
In  prose  eek  been  endyted  many  oon,  3170 
And  eek  in  metre,  in  many  a  sondry  wyse. 
Lo!  this  declaring  ough to  y-nough  suffise. 
Now  herkneth,  if  yowlyketh  for  to  here ; 
But  first  I  yow  biseke  in  thismatere,  3174 
Though  I  by  ordre  telle  nat  thise  thinges, 
Be  it  of  popes,  emperours,  or  kinges, 
After  hlr  ages,  as  men  writen  finde,  (99) 
But  telle  hem  som  blfore  and  som  bihinde, 
As  it  now  comth  un-to  my  remcmbraunce ; 
Have  me  excused  of  myn  ignoraunco.'  3 180 

Explicit 


THE   MONKES   TALE. 


Here  biginneth  the  Menkes  Tale,  de  Casibua  Virorum  lUustrium. 


I  WOL  biwayle  in  manor  of  Tragedie 
Tho  liarm  of  hem  that  stodo  in  heigh  de- 
gree, 
And  fillen  so  that  ther  nas  no  remedle 
To  bringe  hem  out  of  hir  advorsitee  ;    3 184 
For  oertein,  whan  that  fortune  list  to  flee, 
Ther  may  no  man  the  cours  of  hfar  with- 

holde ; 
Lat  no  man  trusto  on  blind  prosiKsriteo  ; 
Bo  war  by  thise  ensamples  trewe  and  olde. 

Lucifer. 

At  Lucifer,  though  he  an  angel  were, 
And  nat  a  man,  at  him  I  wol  biginne ;  3190 
For,  thogh  fortune  maynon  angel  dere,  (11) 


From  heigh  degree  yet  fol  ho  for  his  sinne 
Doun  in-to  helle,  wher  he  yet  is  inne. 
O  Lucifer !  brightest  of  angels  alio. 
Now   artow  Sathanas,    that  maist   nat 
twinne  3195 

Out  of  miserie,  in  which  that  thou  art  fSedle. 

Adam. 

Lo  Adam,  in  the  fold  of  Damassene, 
With  goddes  owene  finger  wroght  was  he, 
And  nat  bigeten  of  mannes  sperme  un- 
done, 
And  wclte  al  Paradys,  saving  o  tree.     32a) 
Had  never  worldly  man  so  heigh  degree 
As  Adam,  til  he  for  misgovemaunce    (23) 
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Wna  drive  out  of  hia  hye  profperltoe 

To  labour,  and  to  helle,  and  to  meschannco. 

Sasipsoh. 

Lo  Sampson,  which  that  was  annnnciat 
By  th*angel,  longe  er  his  nativitoe,      3306 
And  was  to  god  almighty  consecrat, 
And  stood  in  noblesse,  whyl  he  mighte  see. 
Was  never  swich  another  as  was  he, 
To  speke  of  strengthe,  and  therwith  hardi- 

nesso;  3210 

Bnt  to  his  wyvos  tolde  ho  his  secree,  (31) 
Throngh  which    ha   slow    him-self,  for 

wrecchednesse. 

Sampson,  this  noble  almighty  ohampionn, 
Withonten  wepen  save  his  hondes  twoyo. 
He  slow  and  al  to-rente  the  leoon,  3215 
Toward  his  wedding  walking  by  the  weyo. 
His  false  wyf  ooade  him  so  plose  and 

prcye 
TU  she  his  oonseil  knew,  and  she  nntrewo 
Un-tohisfooshisoonseilganbiwreye,   3219 
And  him  forsook,  and  took  another  nowe. 

Three  hundred  foxes  took  Sampson  for  ire, 
And  alle  hir  tayles  he  togider  bond,    (43) 
And  sette  the  foxes  tayles  alle  on  fire, 
For  he  on  every  tayl  had  knit  a  brond ; 
And  they  brende  alle  the  comes  in  that 
lond,  32J5 

And  alle  hir  oliveres  and  vynes  eek. 
A  thousand  men  he  slow  eek  with  his  bond. 
And  had  no  wepen  but  an  asses  cheek. 

AVlian  Uiey  were  slayn,  so  thursted  him 
that  he  33J9 

Wrs  wel  ny  lorn,  for  which  he  gan  to  pre3re 
That  god  wolde  on  his  peyne  han  som 
pitee,  <5i) 

And  sende  him  drinke,  or  elles  moste  he 

deye; 
And  of  this  asses  cheke,  that  was  dreye, 
Out  of  a  wang-tooth  sprang  anon  a  welle, 
Of  which  he  drank  y-nogh,  shortly  toseye, 
Thus  heelp  him  god,  as  Judieum  can  telle. 

By  verray  force,  at  Oazan,  on  a  night,  3337 
Maugree  Philistiens  of  that  oitee, 
The  gates  of  the  toun  he  hath  up-plight, 
And  on  his  bak  y-caried  hem  hath  he  3340 


Hye  on  an  hille,  that  men  mighte  hem 
SCO.  (61) 

O  noble  almighty  Sampson,  leef  and  dcre. 
Had  thou  nat  told  to  wommen  thy  secree. 
In  al  this  worlds  no  hadde  been  thy  pere ! 

This  Sampson  never  sicer  drank  no  wyn, 
Ne  on  his  hee<l  cam  rasour  noon  ne  shere, 
By  precept  of  the  messager  divjrn,  3247 
For  alle  his  strengtlies  in  his  heres  were ; 
And  ftilly  twenty  winter,  yeer  by  yere. 
He  hadde  of  Israel  the  govemaunce.  3250 
But  sone  shal  he  wepen  many  a  tern,  (71) 
For  wommen  shal  him  bringen  to  mes- 
chaunco ! 

Un-to  his  lemman  Dalida  he  tolde 
That  in  his  heres  al  his  strengthe  lay, 
And  falsly  to  his  fo-men  she  him  solde. 
Andslepinginhirbarmeup-onaday    3256 
She  made  to  clippe  or  shere  his  heer  awey, 
And  made  his  fo-men  al  his  craft  espjren  ; 
And  whan  that  they  him  fondo  in  tliis 

array, 
They  bounde  him  fastc,  and  putten  out  his 

yf-n.  3360 

Butcrhishccrwero  clipped  or  y-ahave,  (81) 
Thcr  was  no  bond  with  which  men  might 

liim  binde  ; 
But  now  is  he  in  prisoun  in  a  cave, 
Wher-as  they  made  him  at  the  quemo 
grinde.  3264 

O  noble  Sampson,  strongest  of  mankindc, 
O  whylom  juge  in  glorio  and  in  richesse, 
Now  maystow  wepen  with  thyn  y6n  blinde, 
Sith  thou  fro  wele  art  faUe  in  wrecched- 
nesse. 

Th^ende  of  this  oaytif  was  as  I  shal  seye ; 
His  fo-men  made  a  feste  upon  a  day,  3270 
And  made  himasliir  fool  bifore  hem  pleyc, 
Andthiswasinatemploof  greet  array.  (93) 
But  atte  last  he  made  a  foul  affray ; 
For  he  two  pilers  shook,  and  made  hem 
faUe,  3274 

And  doun  fU  temple  and  al,  and  ther  it  lay, 
And  slow  him-self,and  eek  his  fo*menalle. 

This  is  to  seyn,  the  princess  everichoon, 
And  eek  three  thousand  bodies  wer  ther 
slayn  (98) 
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With  falling  of  the  g^reto  tomple  of  stoon. 
Of  Sampson  now  wol  I  na-more  soyn.  3^80 
Beth  war  by  this  cnsample  old  and  playn 
TliAt  no  men  telle  hir  conseil  til  hir  wy ves 
Of  swich  thing  us  they  wolde  han  seoree 

fayn, 
If  that  it  toncho  hir  limmes  or  hir  lyvee. 

HeKCULiES. 

Of  Hercules  the  sovereyn  conqneTonr  3285 
Singen  his  workes  lande  and  heigh  rcnoun ; 
For  in  his  tyme  of  strengthe  he  was  the 

flour. 
He  slow,  and  rafte  the  skin  of  the  leoun  ; 
Ho  of  Centauros  Icyde  the  boost  adoun ; 
Ho  Arpics  slow,  the  cruel  briddesfelle ;  3iyo 
Ho  golden  apples  rafte  of  the  dragoun ;  ( 1 1 1 ) 
He  drow  out  Cerberus,  the  hound  of  hollo  : 

He  slow  the  cmol  t^-rant  Busirus, 

And  ma^le  his  hors  to  freto  him,  flesh  and 

])Oon ; 
Ho  slow  the  firy  serpent  venimous ;    3295 
Of  Achelois  two  homes,  he  brak  oon  ; 
And  he  slow  Cnous  in  a  cave  of  stoon  ; 
Ho  slow  the  geaunt  Antheus  the  strongo ; 
Ho  slow  the  grisly  boor,  and  that  an<M>n, 
And  bar  the  heveu  on  his  nekke  longe.  33UU 

Was  never  "wight,  sith  tliat  the  world 
bigan,  (lai) 

That  slow  so  many  monstrcs  as  dide  he. 

Tliurgh-out  this  -wyde  world  his  name  ran, 

What  for  his  strengthe,  and  for  his  heigh 
bount<ie,  3304 

And  every  roaumo  wcnte  he  for  to  see. 

Ho  was  so  strong  that  no  man  mighte  him 
letto ; 

At  lx)tho  the  worldes  endes^seith  Trophee, 

In  Btode  of  boundes,  he  a  pilor  sot  to. 

A  lomman  hadde  this  noble  cliampionn. 
That  highte  Dianira,  fresh  as  May  ;    3310 
And,asthisoclorkc9makennioncioun,(i3i) 
She  hath  him  sent  a  sherte  fresh  and  gay. 
Alias !  this  shorto,  alias  and  weylaway ! 
Envonimod  was  so  subtilly  witli-alle,  3314 
Tliat,  er  that  ho  had  wered  it  half  a  day, 
It  made  his  flosh  ul  from  his  bones  fallo. 

But  nathelees  somme  clerkes  hir  exenson 


Be  as  be  mny,  I  wol  hir  noght  accnscn  ; 
But  on  his  bak  this  sherte  he  wered  al 
luiked,  332^1 

Til  that  his  flosh  was  for  the  venimblaked. 
And  whan  he  soy  noon  other  remedj'e,  (143) 
In  hote  coles  he  hath  him-eelven  raked, 
For  with  no  vcnim  doomed  him  to  dye. 

Thus  starf  this  worthy  mighty  Hercules  ; 
Lo,   who    may  tmste    on    fortune    any 
throwo  ?  33/<» 

For  him  that  folweth  al  this  world  of  proes, 
Er  he  1>e  war,  is  olio  y-l«>*d  ful  lowe. 
Ful  wys  is  he  that  can  him-eclven  knowc. 
Beth  war,  for  whan  that  fortune  list  to 

gl«80,  335* » 

Than  wasrtoth  she  hir  man  to  overthrowe 
By  swich  a  wey  as  he  wolde  leest  sui>- 

pose.  (15a) 

Naruoodoxosob  (Nkbuchadhezzau). 

The  mighty  trone,  the  preoious  tresor, 
The  glorious  coptre  and  royal  magestee 
That  hadde  the  king  Nabugodonosor,  3335 
With  tonge  unnetho  may  disoryved  be. 
He  twy£s  wan  Jerusalem  the  citee ; 
The  vessel  of  the  temple  he  with  himladde. 
At  Babiloyne  was  his  8ovoyo>'n  see,     3331) 
In  which  his  glorie  and  his  delyt  he  hadde. 

The  fairest  children  of  the  blood  royal  (161) 
Of  Israel  he  leet  do  gclde  anoon, 
And  makod  ech  of  hem  to  boon  his  thral. 
Amonges  othore  Daniel  was  oon,  3344 
That  was  tho  wysest  child  of  evorichoon  ; 
For  he  the  dromes  of  the  king  oxpouned, 
^Vllor-as  in  Chaldey  clerk  ne  was  ther  noon 
That  wiste  to  what  fyn  his  dremes  sonned. 

This  proude  king  loot  make  a  statue  of 
g«l<le,  3349 

Sixty  cub^iies  long,  and  seven  in  brede,  • 
To  which  image  bothe  yonge  and  olde  (171) 
Ck>maunde<l  he  to  loute,  and  have  in  drede ; 
Or  in  a  foumoys  ful  of  flambes  rede 
He  shal  bo  brent,  that  wolde  noght  obeye. 
But  never  wolde  assente  to  that  dede  3355 
Daniel,  ne  his  yonge  felawes  tweye. 

Tliis  king  of  kinges  proud  was  and  elaat. 


By  oon  that  highte  Nessus,  that  it  maked ;  !  He  wendo  that  god,  that  lit  in  magestee, 
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Ke  xnighte  him  nat  bireve  of  his  estaat : 
But  sodeynly  ho  loste  his  dignitee,      3360 
And  lyk  a  besto  him  semed  for  to  be,    (181) 
And  eet  hay  as  an  oxe,  and  lay  ther-oute ; 
In  reyn  with  wilde  bestes  walked  he, 
Til  ccrtein  tyme  was  y-come  aboute. 

And  lyk  an  egles  fetheres  wexe  his  heres, 
His  nayles  lyk  a  briddes  clawes  wore  ;  3366 
Til  god  relessed  him  a  certein  yores, 
And  yaf  him  wit ;  and  than  with  many  a 

tore 
He  thanked  god,  and  evor  his  lyf  in  fere 
Was  he  to  doon  amis,  or  more  trespace,  3370 
And,  tH  that  tyme  he  loyd  was  on  his 

here, 
He  knew  that  god  was  ftd  of  might  and 

grace.  (19a) 

Baltuasab  (Bxlshazzab). 

His  sone,  which  that  highte  Balthasar, 
That  heeld  the  regno  after  his  fader  day, 
He  by  his  fader  ooude  nought  bo  war,  3375 
Por  proud  ho  was  uf  herto  and  of  array ; 
And  eek  an  ydolastre  was  he  ay. 
His  hyo  estaat  assured  him  in  pryde. 
But  fortune  casto  him  doun,  and  thor  ho 

lay. 

And  8ode3mly  his  regno  gan  divyda    3380 

A  festo  he  made  un-to  his  lordos  alio  (aoi) 
Up-on  a  tymo,  and  bad  hem  blythe  bo, 
And  than  his  officores  gan  he  calle — 
*Qoth,  bringeth  forth  the  vessels,' [tho] 
quod  ho,  3384 

'Which  that  my  fader,  in  his  prosperitoo. 
Out  of  the  temple  of  Jerusalem  birafto. 
And  to  our  hyo  goddes  thanke  we 
Of  honour,  that  our  eldres  with  us  lafto.' 

His  W3rf,  his  lordes,  and  his  conoubynos 
Aydronken,whylhirappotyt08laste,  3390 
Out  of  thiso  noble  vessels  sundry  wynes  ; 
And  on  a  wal  this  king  his  y^n  casto,  (aia) 
And  sey  an  hond  armlees,  that  wroot  iul 

faste. 
For  fere  of  which  ho  quook  and  syked 

soro.  3394 

This  hond,  that  Balthasar  so  sore  agaste, 
Wroot  Jfun€,  techel^  phart$^  and  na-moro. 


In  al  that  lend  magicien  was  noon 
That  coude    oxpoune   what   this  lettre 

mente; 
But  Daniel  expounod  it  anoon,  3399 

And  soyde,  *  king,  god  to  thy  fader  lento 
Glorie  and  honour,  regne,  tresour,  rente 
And  ho  was  proud,  and  no*thing  god  no 

dradde,  (aaa) 

And  thcrfor  god  gtQt  wreche  up-on  him 

Bonte, 
And  him  birafto  the  regne  that  he  hadde. 

Ho  was  out  cast  of  mannos  companye. 
With  asses  was  his  habitaoioun,         3406 
And  oet  hoy  as  a  besto  in  woet  and  dryo. 
Til  that  ho  know,  by  grace  and  by  resoun, 
That  god  of  hevon  hath  dominacioun 
Over  every  regne  and  every  creature ;  3410 
And  thanno  had  god  of  him  oompassioun. 
And  him  restored    his    regno   and   his 
figure.  (23a) 

Eek  thou,  that  art  his  sone,  art  proud  also, 
And  knowest  alio  thiso  thinges  verraily. 
And  art  rebel  to  god,  and  art  his  fo.   3415 
Thou  drank  00k  of  his  vessels  boldely ; 
Thy  wyf  eek  and  thy  wenches  sinfully 
Dronke  of  tlio  same  vessels  sondry  wjmes. 
And  heriest  false  goddes  cursedly ;      3419 
Thorfor  to  thee  y-shax)en  ful  grot  pyne  is. 

This  hand  was  sent  from  god,  that  on  the 

wallo  (241} 

Wroot  vtanCy  teehd^  pTuirea^  truste  me  ; 
Thy  regno  is  doon,  thou  weyost  noght  at 

alle; 
Divyded  is  thy  regpie,  and  it  shal  be  3424 
To  Medes  and  to  Perses  yeven,'  quod  he. 
And  thilke  same  night  this  king  was 

slawo, 
And  Darius  occupycth  his  degree, 
Thogh  he  therto  had  neither  right  no 

lawo, 

Lordinges,  ensamplo  heer-by  may  ye  take 
How    that    in    lordshipe    is   no    siker- 

nesso ;  3430 

For  whan  fortune  wol  a  man  forsake,  (251) 
She  boreth  awoy  his  regne  and  his  richesso. 
And  eek  his  freendes,  bothe  more  and 

lesse ; 
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For  what  man  that  hath  freendos  thurgh 
fortnno,  3434 

Mishap  wol  mako  hem  enomys,  I  gesse  : 
This  proverbe  is  fal  sooth  and  fal  com- 
mune 

Cekobia  (Zekobia). 

Cenobia,  of  Palimerie  qnene, 
As  writ^n  Persians  of  hir  noblesse, 
So  -worthy  was  in  armes  and  so  kcne,  3439 
That  no  wight  X'assed  hir  in  hardinosse, 
No  in  linage,  ne  in  other  gentillesso.  (a6i) 
Of  kinges  blodo  of  Perso  is  she  descended; 
I  803'e  nat  that  she  hadde  most  faimesse, 
But  of  hir  shape  she  mighte  nat  been 
amended.  3444 

Prom  hir  childhedo  T  finde  that  she  fledde 
Office  of  wommen,  and  to  wode  she  went© ; 
And  many  a  wildo  hertes  bl(X>d  she  shedde 
^Vitll  arwes  brodo  that  slic  to  hem  sente. 
She  was  so  swift  that  she  anon  hem  hento. 
And  whan  that  she  was  elder,  she  wolde 
kille  3450 

Leouns,  lcx)arde8,  and  beres  alto-rente,  (271) 
And  in  hir  armes  welde  hem  at  hir  wille. 

Slio  dorste  wilde  boestes  donnes  seke, 
And  ronnen  in  the  montaignes  al  the 

night, 
And  slepon  nndcr  a  bush,  and  she  condo 

eke  3455 

Wnistlen  by  verray  force  and  verray  might 
With  any  yong  man,  were  he  never  so 

wight ; 
Tlicr  mighte  no-thing  in  hir  armes  stonde. 
She  kcpto    hir   maydenhod  from,  every 

wight, 
To  no  man  deigned  hir  for  tobe  l)onda  3460 

But  atte  laste  hir  frendes  hanhir  maried 
To  O'lenake,  a  prince  of  that  contree,  (283) 
Al  were  it  so  that  she  hem  hmge  taried  ; 
And  ye  shul  understondo  how  that  he 
Hadde  swiche  fantasyes  as  haddo  she.  3465 
But  nathelces,  whan  they  were  knit  in- 
fore, 
Thoy  lived  in  joye  and  in  felicitee  ; 
For  ech  of  hem  hadde  other  Icef  and  dore. 

Save  o  thing,  thatslie  never  wolde  assente 
By  no  wey,  that  he  sliolde  by  hir  lye    5470 


But  ones,  for  it  wag  hir  -pleyn  entente  (291) 
To  liave  a  child,  the  world  to  mnltiplye ; 
And  al-so  sone  as  that  she  mighte  espye 
That  she  was  nat  with  childe  with  that 

dede. 
Than  wolde  she  suffro  him  doon  his  fan- 

tasye  3475 

Efb-sono,  and  nat  but  ones,  out  of  drede. 

And  if  she  were  with  childe  at  thilko  oast, 
Na-more  sholde  he  pleycn  thilke  game 
Til  ftilly  fourty  dayes  weron  past ; 
Than  wolde  she  ones  suffre  himi  do  the 

same.  3480 

Al  wore  this  Odenake  wildo  or  tame,  (301) 
He  gat  na-more  of  liir,  for  thus  she  seydo, 
'  It  was  to  wyves  lecherye  and  shame 
In  other  eas,  if  that   men   with    hem 

pleyde.*  3484 

Two  sones  by  this  Odenake  hadde  she, 
The  whiche  she  kepte  in  vortu  and  lot- 

truro; 
But  now  un-to  our  tale  tame  we. 
I  seye,  so  worshipful  a  creature. 
And  wys  therwith,  and  largo  with  mesure, 
So  ponible    in  the  worro,  and    curteis 

eke,  3490 

Ne  more  labour  mighte  in  werre  endure. 
Was  noon,  thogh  al  this  world  men  sholde 

seke.  (312) 

Hir  riche  array  ne  mighte  nat  be  told 
As  wol  in  vessel  as  in  hir  clothing ; 
She  was  al  clad  in  pem>e  and  in  gold,  3495 
And  oek  she  lafte  noght,  for  noon  hunting, 
To  have  of  sondry  tongos  ful  knowing, 
Whan  that  she  leysor  haddo,  and  for  to 

entendo 
To  lemen  bokes  was  al  hir  lyking,      3499 
How  she  in  vertu  mighte  hir  lyf  dispende. 

And,  shortly  of  this  storie  for  to  trote,  (321) 
So  douglity  was  hir  housbonde  and  eek 

she, 
That  they  conquered  many  regnes  grete 
In  th'oricnt,  with  many  a  fair  citee, 
AiH}rtenaunt  un-to  the  magestee  3505 

Of  Bome,  and  with  strong  hond  helde 

hom  fill  faste ; 
Ne  never  mighte  hir  fo-men  doon  hem  flee, 
Ay  whyl  that  Odenakes  dayes  laste. 
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Hir  batailes,  who-so  list  hem  for  to  rede, 
Agayn  Sapor  the  king  and  othere  mo,  3510 
And  how  that  al  this  proces  fll  in  dede,  (.^3 1 ) 
Why  she  oonqnered  and  what  title  had 

therto, 
And  afler  of  hir  meschief  and  hir  wo, 
How  that  she  was  biseged  and  y-tako, 
Let  him  nn-to  my  maister  Potrark  go,  .^515 
That  writ  y-nongh  of  this,  I  nndertoko. 

When  Odonake  was  deed,  she  mightily 
The  regnes  heeld,  and  with  hir  propre 

honde 
Agayn  hir  foos  she  fanght  so  cmelly. 
That  ther  nas  king  ne  prince  in  al  that 

londe  (34")  35^ 

That  he  nas  glad,  if  that  he  grace  fonde, 
That  she  ne  wolde  up-on  his  lond  werreye ; 
With  hir  they  made  nlliaunce  by  bondo 
To  been  in  pees,  and  loto  hir  ryde  and 

pleye. 

The  emperour  of  Bome,  Clandins,        3525 
Ne  him  bifore,  the  Romayn  Galien, 
Ne  dorsto  never  been  so  corageons, 
Ne  noon  Ermjm,  no  noon  Egipcien, 
Ne  Snrrien,  ne  noon  Arabien, 
Within  the  feld  that  dorste  with  hir  flghte 
Lest  that  she  wolde  hem  with  hir  hondes 

Blen  (35 »)  353 » 

Or  with  hir  moyneo  patten  hem  to  flighte. 

In  kinges  habit  wente  hir  sones  two, 
As  heires  of  hir  fadres  regnes  alle, 
And  Hermanno,  and  ThymalaO  3535 

Her  names  were,  as  Persiens  hem  calle. 
Bat  ay  fortane  hath  in  hir  hony  galle ; 
This  mighty  qoene  may  no  whyl  endare. 
Fortane  oat  of  hir  regno  made  hir  falle 
To  wrecchednesso  and  to  misa  ventare.  3540 

Anrelian,  whan  that  the  govemaance  (361) 
Of  JRomo  cam  in-to  his  hondes  twoye, 
He  shoop  ap-on  this  qaeen  to  do  ven- 

geaance, 
And  with  his  legioans  he  took  his  weye 
Toward  Cenobie,  and,  shortly  for  to  seyo, 
He  made  hir  flee,  and   atte    laste   hir 

hente,  354<5 

And  fottred  hir,  and  eok  hir  children 

tweye. 
And  wan  the  lond,  and  hoom  to  Bome  he 

wente. 


Amonges  othere  thinges  that  he  wan, 
Hir  char,  that  was  with  gold  wrought  and 

perree,  (370)  3550 

This  grei^  Romayn,  this  Anrelian, 
Hath  with  him  lad,  for  that  men  sholde 

it  see.  * 

Biforen  his  triamphe  wnlketh  she 
With  gilte  cheynos  on  hir  nekke  hanging ; 
Ck>roniie<l  was  she,  as  after  hir  degree,  3555 
And  fnl  of  perree  charged  hir  clothing. 

Alias,  fortane !  she  that  whylom  was 
Drcdlul  to  kinges  and  to  cmperoares. 
Now  gaureth  al  the  peple  on  hir,  alias ! 
And  she   that  helmed    was   in    starke 

stoares,  (380)  3560 

And  wan  by  force  tonnes  strongo  and 

toares, 
Shal  on  hir  heed  now  were  a  vitremyte  ; 
And  she    that    bar    the    ceptre    fal    of 

floures 
Shal  bcro  a  distaf,  hir  cost  for  to  qayte. 

[T.  14380 
(Neko /oWotc*  in  T. ;  9r.e  p.  537.) 

Dk  Petro  Rkok  Ispakkie. 

O    noble,    o    worthy    Petro,    glorie    of 
Spaj-ne,  [T.  14685 

Whom  fortane  heeld  so  hy  in  magestee, 
Wei  oughten  men  thy  pitoas  deeth  com- 
playne !  35^7 

Oat  of  thy  lond  thy  brother  made  thee  flee ; 
And  after,  at  a  scge,  by  subtil  tee, 
Thoii  wore  bitrayed,  and   lad   un-to  his 

tente,  (39**)  357" 

Wher-as  he  with  his  owono  hond  slow  thee, 
Succeding  in  thy  regno  and  in  thy  rente. 

The  feeld  of  snow,  with  th*egle  of  blak 
ther-inne,  [T.  14693. 

Caught  with  the  lymrod,  coloured  as  the 
glede,  3574 

He  brew  this  cursednes  and  al  this  sinne. 
The  'wikked  nest'  was  worker  of  this  node; 
Noght  Charles  Oliver,  that  ay  took  hede 
Of  trouthe  and  honour,  but  of  Armorike 
Genilon  Oliver,  corrupt  for  mode,        3579 
Broghte  this  worthy  king  in  swich  a  brike. 

Dk  Pxtbo  Reok  db  Cipbo. 

O  worthy  Petro,  king  of  Cypre,  also,  (401) 
That  Alisaundre  wan  by  heigh  nudstrye, 
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Fnl  many  a  hethen  wroghtestow  ful  wo, 
Of  which  thyn  owene  liges  hadde  envye, 
And,  for  no  thing  but  for  thy  chivalrye, 
They  in  thy  bcdde  han  sla^-n  thee  by  the 

morwe.  3586 

Tlius  can  fortune  hir  wheel  goveme  and 

KVe,  [T.  14707. 

And  out  of  joye  bringo  men  to  sorwe. 

De  Barnabo  de  Lumbardia. 

Of  Melan  grete  Barnabo  Tiscounte,    3589 
God  of  dclyt,  and  scourge  of  Lumbardye, 
Why  sholdo  I  nat  thyn  infortune  acounte, 
Sith  in  estaat  thou  clombo  were  so  hye  ? 
Tliy  brother  sone,  that  was  thy  double 

allye,  (413) 

For  he  thy  nevow  was,  and  sone-in-lawe, 
With-inne  his  prisoun  made  thee  to  dye  ; 
But  why,  no  how,  noot  I  that  thou  were 

slawe.  5596 

De  Hugeuno,  Coiirrs  db  Pizk. 

Of  the  erl  Hugelyn  of  Pyse  the  langour 
Thcr  may  no  tonge  telle  for  pitee  ; 
But  litel  out  of  Pyse  stant  a  tour, 
I  n  which 0  tour  in  prisoun  put  was  he,  3600 
And  with  him   been  his  litel  children 

three.  (421) 

The  oldeste  scarsly  fyfyeer  was  of  ag& 
Alias,  fortune  !  it  was  greet  crueltee 
Swiche  briddes  for  to  putte  in  swicbe  a 

cage !  3604 

Bampned  was  he  to  deye  in  that  prisoun. 
For  Roger,  which  that  bisshop  was  of  I*y8©i 
Hadde  on  him  maad  a  fals  suggestioun, 
Tliurgh  which  the  peple  gan  upon  him 

ryse,  (428) 

And  i>utten  him  to  prisoun  in  swich  wyse 
As  ye  han  herd,  and  mete  and  drink  he 

hadde  3610 

So  siiial,  that  wol  unnethe  it  may  sufiyie. 
And  thcTwith-al  it  was  fol  povre  and 

baddo. 

And  on  a  day  bifil  that,  in  that  hour, 
\Mmn  that  his  mote  wont  was  tobe  broght, 
Tlie  gnyler  shetto  the  dores  of  the  tour. 
He  herdo  it  wel, — but  he  spak  right  noght, 
And  in  his  herte  anon  thcr  fil  a  thoght, 
Tliat  they  for  hunger  woldo  doon  him  dyen. 


'Alias!'   quod  ho,   'alias!   that  I  was 
wroght !  *  (439)  3619 

Thcrwith  the  teres  fillen  Arom  his  yfin. 

His  yonge  sone,  that  three  yeer  was  of  age, 
Un-to  him  seydo, '  fader,  why  do  ye  wepe  ? 
Whan  wol  tlio  gayler  bringen  our  potagc. 
Is  ther  no  morsel  breed  that  ye  do  kepe  ? 
I  am  so  hungry  that  I  may  nat  slope.  3625 
Now  wolde  god  that  I  mighte  slepen  ever ! 
Than  sholde  nat  hunger  in  my  wombe 

crepe; 
Ther  is  no  thing,  save  breed,  that  me 

were  lever.' 

Thus  day  by  day  this  child  bigan  to  crye. 
Til  in  his  feulres  barme  adoun  it  lay,  3630 
And  seyde,  *  far-wel,  fader,  I  moot  dye,* 
And  kiste  his  fader,  and  deyde  the  same 
day.  (45a) 

And  whan  the  woful  fader  deed  it  sey. 
For  wo  his  armes  two  he  gan  to  byte. 
And  seyde,  'alias,  fortune !  and  wcylaway ! 
Thy  false  wheel  my  wo  al  may  I  wyte ! ' 

His  children  wendo  that  it  for  hunger  was 
That  ho  his  armes  gnow,  and  nat  for  wo, 
And  seyde,  '  fader,  do  nat  so,  alias  ! 
But  rather  eet  the  flesh  upon  us  two ;  3640 
Our  flesh  thou  yaf  us,  tak  our  flesh  us  fro 
And  eet  y-nough  : '  right  thus  they  to  him 

seyde,  (46^) 

And  after  that,  with-in  a  day  or  two. 
They  leyde  hem  in  his  lappe  adoun,  and 

deyde.  3644 

Him-self,  despoired,  eek  for  hunger  starf ; 
Thus  ended  is  this  mighty  Erl  of  Pyse ; 
From  heigh  estaat  fortune  awey  him  carfl 
Of  this  Tragedie  it  oghte  y-nough  suffuse. 
Wlio-so  wol  here  it  in  a  longer  wyse,  (469) 
Kedeth  the  grete  poete  of  Itaille,  3650 
That  highte  Dant,  for  he  can  al  devyse 
Fro  point  to  point,  nat  o  word  wol  he  faille. 

[T.  1477a. 

(For  T.  14773,  9e6  p.  54a  ;  for  T.  14380, 
Me  p.  536). 

NxRa 

[T.  14381. 
Al-though  that  Nero  were  as  vicious 
As  any  feend  that  lyth  ful  lowe  adoun. 
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Yet  he,  as  telleth  us  Swotonius,  3655 

This  wyde  world  hadde  in  BubjeccioTUif 
Both  Est  and  West,  fSouth  and  Septem- 

trioun ; 
Of  rabies,  saphires,  and  of  perles  whyte 
Were  allohis  clothes  broudednp  and  doun; 
For  he  in  gemmes  greetly  gan  delyte.  3660 

More  delicat,  more  pompous  of  array,  (481) 
More  proud  was  never  emperonr  than  he  ; 
That  ilke  cloth,  that  he  had  wered  o  day, 
After  that  tyme  he  nolde  it  never  see. 
Nettes  of  gold-thred  hadde  ho  grot  xilentee 
To  fisshe  in  Tybre,  whan  him  listo  pleye. 
His  lustes  were  al  lawe  in  his  decree. 
For  fortune  as  his  freend  him  wolde  obcye. 

He  Borne  brende  for  his  delicacye ; 
The  senutours  he  slow  up-on  a  day,     3671) 
To  here  how  men  wolde  wepe  and  ciye ; 
And  slow  hia  brother,  and  by  his  sister 
lay.  (492) 

His  modcr  made  he  in  pi  tons  array ; 
For  he  hir  wombe  slitte,  to  biholde  , 

Wher  he  conceyved  was ;  so  weilawey ! 
That  he  k>  litel  of  his  moder  tolde !    3676 

"No  tere  out  of  liis  yCn  for  that  sighte 
Ne  cam,  but  seydo,  ^  a  fair  womman  was 

she.' 
Qret  wonder  is,  how  that  he  coude  or 

might©  (499) 

Be  domesman  of  hir  dode  boautoe.      3680 
The  wyn  to  bringen  him  comaundcd  he. 
And  drank  anon ;  non  other  wo  he  made. 
Whan  might  is  joyned  un-to  crueltee, 
Alias !  to  depe  wol  the  venim  wade !  3684 

In  youthe  a  xnaister  hadde  this  emperonr, 
To  teche  him  letterore  and  curteisye, 
For  of  moralitoo  he  was  the  flour, 
As  in  his  tyme,  but-if  bokes  lyo ; 
And  whyl  this  maister   hadde  of  him 
maistryo,  3689 

He  maked  him  so  conning  and  so  souple 
That  longe  tyme  it  was  er  tirannye  (511) 
Or  any  vyce  dorste  on  him  uncouple. 

This  Seneca,  of  which  that  I  devyse, 
By-cause  Nero  hadde  of  him  swich  drede. 
For  he  fro  \'yces  wolde  him  ay  chastyse 
Discreetly  as  by  worde  and  nat  by  dede ; — 


*  Sir,*  wolde  he  seyn,  *  an  emperonr  moot 
nedo  3697 

Be  vortuons,  and  hate  tirannye ' — 
For  which  he  in  a  bath  made  him  to  blede 
On  botho  his  armes,  til  ho  moste  dye. 

This  Nero  hadde  eek  of  acustumaunce 
In  youthe  ageyn  his  maist«r  for  to  ryse, 
Which  afterward  him  thoughto  a  greet 
grevnunco ;  {^2^) 

Therfor  he  made  him  deyen  in  this  wyso. 
But  natlioles  this  Seneca  the  wyse     3705 
Cheos  in  a  Itath  to  deye  in  this  manere 
Bather  than  han  another  tormcntyse ; 
And  thushath  Neroslayn  his  maister  dere. 

Now  fil  it  so  that  fortune  list  no  lenger 
The  h3'e  pryde  of  Nero  to  cherj-ce  ;      37u> 
For  though  that  ho  were  strong,  yet  was 

she  strengcr;  (531) 

She  though te  thus,  ^  by  god,  I  am  to  uyce 
To  sette  a  man  that  is  fulflld  of  vyce 
In  heigh  degree,  and  cmperour  him  calle. 
By  god,  out  of  his  sete  I  wol  him  tryce  j 
When  he  leest  weneth,  sonest  shal  he 

falle.'  3716 

The  peple  roos  up-on  him  on  a  night 
For  his  dofauto,  and  whan  he  it  espyed. 
Out  of  his  dores  anon  he  hath  him  dight 
Alone,  and,  ther  he  wende  han  ben  allyed. 
He  knokked  faste,  and  ay,  the  more  he 

crj-ed,  (541)  3721 

The  faster  shetto  they  the  dores  alle ; 
Tho  wiste  he  wol  he  hadde  him-self  mis- 

gyed. 
And  wente  his  wey,  no  lenger  dorste  he 

calle. 

The  peple  cryde  and  rombled  up  and  doun. 
That  with  his  eres  herde  he  how  they 

seyde,  3726 

^  Wher  is  this  false  tjrraunt,  this  Neroun  ?* 
For  fere  almost  out  of  his  wit  he  breyde. 
And  to  his  goddes  pitously  ho  preyde 
For  socour,  but  it  mighte  nat  bityde.  3730 
For  drede  of  this,  him  thoughte  that  he 

deyde,  (551) 

And  ran  in-to  a  gardin,  him  to  hyde. 

And  in  this  gardin  fond  he  cherles  tweye 
That  seten  by  a  fyr  ful  greet  and  reed, 
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And  to  thise  oherles  two  he  gan  to  preye 
To  sleen  him,  and  to  garden  of  his  heed, 
That  to  his  body,  wlian  that  he  were  deed, 
Wore  no  despyt  y-doon,  for  his  defame. 
Him-self  he  slow,  he  coude  no  better  reed. 
Of  which  fortune  lough,  and  hadde  a 
game.  3740 

De  Olofehko  (HoLorKRRXsX 

Was  never  capitayn  under  a  kin^      (561) 
That  rcgnes  mo  putto  in  subjeccioan. 
No  stronger  was  in  fceld  of  alle  thing, 
As  in  liis  tyme,  no  gretter  of  renoun,  3744 
No  more  pompons  in  heigh  presumpcioun 
Than  Olofcme,  which  fortune  ay  kiste 
So  likcrously,  and  ladde  him  up  and  donn 
Til  that  his  hoed  was  of,  er  that  he  wiste. 

Nat  only  that  this  world  hadde  him  in 

awe 
For  losinge  of  richesse  or  libertee,       3750 
But  he  made  every  man  reneye  his  lawe. 
'  Nabugodonosor  was  god,'  seyde  he,  (572) 
'  Noon  other  god  sholde  adourod  be.* 
Agoyns  his  hesto  no  wight  dar  tresiMMse 
Save  in  BethuUa,  a  strong  citee,         3755 
Wher  Eliachim  a  prost  wsa  of  that  place. 

But  tak  kepe  of  the  doeth  of  Olofem ; 
Amidde  his  host  he  dronke  lay  a  night, 
With-inne  his  tente,  large  as  is  a  hem. 
And  >dt,  for  al  liis  pompo  and  al  his 

might,  37<Sc> 

JnditlL,  a  womman,  as  ho  lay  upright, 
Sloping,  his  heed  of  smoot,  and  from  his 

tente  (582) 

Ful  prively  she  stal  from  every  wight, 
Aiifl  with  his  heed  unto  hir  toun  she 

wont-e. 

De  Rcax  Antiiiocho  illustbx. 

\Vliat  ncdeth  it  of  King  Anthiochus  3765 
To  telle  his  hye  royal  magestee, 
His  hye  prydo,  his  werkes  venimous? 
For  swich  another  was  ther  noon  as  he. 
Ilede  which  that  he  was  in  Machabee, 
And  rede  the  proude  wordes  that  he  seyde. 
And  why  he  fil  fro  heigh  prosperitoe,  (591) 
And  in  an  bil  how  wrechedly  he  deyde. 


Fortune  him  hadde  enhannced  so  in  pryde 
That  verraily  he  wende  he  mighte  attayne 
Unto  the  sterres,  upon  every  sydo,  3775 
And  in  balance  weyen  ech  montayno, 
And  alle  the  flodes  of  the  see  restrasnno. 
And  goddes  peple  hadde  he  most  in  hate, 
Hem  wolde  he  sleen  in  torment  and  in 

payne, 
Wening  that  god  ne  mighto  his  pryde 

abate.  (600)  3780 

And  for  that  Nichanor  and  Thimothee 
Of  Jewos  weren  venquisshed  mightily. 
Unto  the  Jewcs  swich  an  hate  hadde  he 
That  he  bad  grcithe  his  char  ful  hastily, 
And  swoor,  and  seyde,  ful  despitously, 
Unto  Jerusalem  he  wolde  eft-sone,      3786 
To  wreken  his  ire  on  it  ful  cruelly ; 
But  of  his  puxpoft  he  was  let  ful  sono. 

God  for  his  manace  him  so  sore  smoot 
With  invisible  wounde,  ay  incurable,  3790 
That  in  hisguttescarf  it  so  and  boot  (611) 
That  his  pejmes  weren  importable. 
And  certeinly,  the  wreche  was  resonable, 
For  many  a  mannes  guttes  dide  he  peyne  ; 
But  from  his  purpos  cursed  and  damp- 

nable  3795 

For  al  his  smort  he  wolde  him  nat  re- 

8tre3nie ; 

But  bad  anon  apparaillen  his  host. 
And  sodejmly,  er  he  of  it  was  war, 
Qod  daunted  al  his  pryde  and  al  his  host. 
For  he  so  sore  fil  out  of  his  char,        3800 
That  it  his  limes  and  his  skin  to-tar,  (62 1) 
So  that  he  neither  mighte  go  ne  ryde. 
But  in  a  ohayer  men  aboute  him  bar, 
Al  for-bmsed,  bothe  bak  and  sjrdek     3804 

The  wreche  of  god  him  smoot  so  omelly 
That  ihurgh  his  body  wikked  wormes 

crepte; 
And  ther-with-al  he  stank  so  horribly, 
That  noon  of  al  his  meynee  that  him 

kepte. 
Whether  so  ho  wook  or  ellos  slepte^  3809 
Ne  mighte  noght  for  stink  of  him  endure. 
In  this  meschief  he  way  led  and  eekwopte, 
And  knew  god  lord  of  every  creature. 

To  al  his  host  and  to  him-self  also      (633) 
Ful  wlatsom  was  the  stink  of  his  careyne ; 
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No  man  ne  mighte  hixn  bere  to  ne  fra 
And    in    this   stink    and    this   horriUe 

pe3me  3816 

He  Btarf  fal  wreochedly  in  a  monteyne. 
Thus  hath  this  robboor  and  this  homicyde, 
That  many  a  man  made  to  wepe  and 

pleyne,  3819 

Swich  guerdon  as  bilongoth  nnto  prydo. 

De   AliEXAXDRO. 

The  storie  of  Alisanndre  is  so  comnne, 
That  every  wight  that  hath  discrecioun 
Hath  herd  somivhat  or  al  of  his  fortune. 
This  wyde  world,  as  in  conchisioun,  (644) 
He  wan  by  strengthe,  or  for  his   hye 

renonn  3835 

They  wcren  glad  for  pees  nn-to  him  sende. 
The  pryde  of  man  and  beste  he  leyde 

adonn, 
Whcr-so  he  cam,  nn-to  the  worldes  ende. 

Comparisonn  might  never  yit  be  maked 
Bitwixe  him  and  another  conqneroor ; 
For  al  this  world  for  drede  of  him  hath 

quaked,  (651)  3831 

He  was  of  knighthodo  and  of  frodom  flour ; 
Fortune  him  made  the  heir  of  hir  honour ; 
Save  wyn  and  wommen,  no-thing  mighto 

aswage 
His  hye  entente  in  armes  and  labour ; 
So  was  he  ful  of  leonyn  corage.  3836 

What  preys  wore  it  to  him,  though  I  yow 

tolde 
Of  Darius,  and  an  hundred  thousand  mo. 
Of  kinges,  princes,  erles,  dukes  boldo, 
Whiche  he  conquered,  and  broghte  hem 

in-to  wo  ?  3840 

I  seyo,  as  fer  as  man  may  ryde  or  go,  (661) 
The  world  was  his,  what  sholdo  I  more 

devyso? 
For  though  I  write  or  tolde  you  everxno 
Of  his  knighthode,  it  mighte  nat  suffyse. 

Twelf  yeer  he  regned,  as  scith  Machabee ; 
Philippes  Bone  of  Macedoyne  he  was,  3846 
That  first  was  king  in  Grece  the  oontree. 
O  worthy  gentil  Alisanndre,  alias ! 
That  ever  sholde  fallen  swich  a  cas !  3849 
Empoisoned  of  thyn  owene  folk  thou  were ; 


Thy  tys  fortune  hath  tamed  Into  ew,  (671) 
And  yit  for  thee  ne  weep  she  never  a  tere  I 

"Who  shal  me  yeven  teres  to  complojTio 
Thedeethof  gentiUesse  and  of  fraunchyso, 
That  al  the  world  welded  in  his  demeyne, 
And   yit  him    thoughte  it   mighte  nat 
suffyse?  3856 

So  fal  was  his  corage  of  heigh  empryso. 
Alias !  who  shal  me  helpe  to  endyto 
False  fortune,  and  poison  to  despyse. 
The  whiche  two  of  al  this  wo  I  wyte  ?  3860 

Dc  JxHAo  Cebahx. 

By  wisdom,  manhede,  and  by  greet  labour 
Fro  humble  bed  to  royal  mogestee,    (682) 
Up  roos  he,  Julius  the  conquerour. 
That  wan  al  th'occident  by  lond  and  sec. 
By  strengthe  of  bond,  or  ellos  by  treteo. 
And  un-to  Bomo  made  hem  tributarie  ; 
And  sitthe  of  Bome  the  emperour  was  he, 
Til  that  fortune  wex  his  adversarie. 

0  mighty  Ciasar,  that  in  Thessalye 
Agejoi  Pompeius,  fader  thyn  in  lawe,  3870 
That  of  th'orient  haddo  al  the  ohivalrye 
As  fer  as  that  the  day  biginneth  dawjo, 
Thou  thurgh  thy  knighthode  hast  hem 

take  and  slawe,  (693) 

Save  fewe  folk  that  with  Pompeius  fledde, 
Thurgh  which  thou  puttest  al  th'orient 

in  awe.  3875 

Thanko  fortune,  that  so  wel  thee  spedde ! 

But  now  a  litel  whyl  I  wol  biwaille 
This  Pompeius,  this  noble  govemour 
Of  Bome,  which  that  fleigh  at  this  bataille ; 

1  seye,  oon  of  his  men,  a  fals  traitonr,  (700) 
His  heed  of  smoot,  to  winnen  him  favour 
Of  Julius,  and  him  the  heed  he  broghte. 
Alias,  Pompey,  of  th'orient  conquerour, 
That    fortune   unto   swich  a  fyn   thee 

broghte! 

To  Bome  ageyn  repaireth  Julius         3885 
With  his  triumphe,  laureat  fal  hye, 
But  on  a  tyme  Brutus  Cassius, 
That  ever  hadde  of  his  hye  estaat  envye, 
Ful  prively  hath  maad  oonspiracye 
Ageins  this  Julius,  in  subtil  "wyse,      3890 
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And  cast  the  place,  in  whicho  he  sholde 

dye  (7") 

With  boydekins,  as  I  shal  yow  devyse. 

This  Julius  to  the  Capit^>lie  wente 
Upon  a  day,  as  ho  was  wont  to  goon, 
And  in  the  Capitolio  anon  him  hente  3895 
This  false  Brutus,  and  his  othore  foon. 
And  stikede  him  with  bpydekins  anoon 
With  many  a  wounde,  and  thus  they  leto 

him  lye ; 
But  never  gronte  he  at  no  strook  but  oon. 
Or  elles  at  two,  but-if  his  storio  lye.    39CX) 

So  manly  was  this  Julius  at  horte       (721) 
And  so  wol  lovede  estaatly  honostee. 
That,  though  his  deedly  woundes  sore 

smerto. 
His  mantel  over  his  hippes  casteth  ho» 
For  no  man  sholde  seen  his  privitee.  3905 
And,  as  he  lay  on  dejdng  in  a  traunce, 
And  wiste  verraily  that  deed  was  he, 
Of  honestee  yit  hadde  he  remembraunce. 

Lucan,  to  thee  this  storie  I  recomende, 
And  to  Sweton,  and  to  fValerie  also,  3910 
That  of  this   storie   wryten  word   and 

ende,  (730 

How  that  to  thise  grete  conqueronres  two 
Fortune  was  first  freend,  and  sithen  fo. 
No  man  ne  truste  up-on  hir  favour  longe, 
But  have  hir  in  awayt  for  ever-mo.     3915 
Witnesso    on    alle    thise    conqueronres 

strongo. 

Cresus. 

This  richo  Cresus,  whylom  king  of  Lyde, 
Of  whiche  Cresus  Cyrus  sore  him  dradde, 
Yit  was  he  caught  amiddes  al  his  pryde, 
And  to  be  brent  men  to  the  fyr  him  ladde. 
But  swich  a  royn  doun  fro  the  weUtne 
shadde  (740  39^* 

Tliat  slow  the  fyr,  and  made  him  to  escape ; 
But  to  be  war  no  grace  yet  he  hadde, 
Til  fortune  on  the  galwes  made  him  gape. 

Whan  he  escaped  was,  he  can  nat  stonte 
For  to  biginno  a  newe  werre  agayn.    3926 


He  wende  wel,  for  that  fortune  him  sente 
Swich  hap,  that  he  escaped  thurgh  the 
rayn,  (748) 

That  of  his  foos  ho  mighte  nat  1)0  sla>TL ; 
And  eek  a  swoven  up-on  a  night  he  motte, 
Of  which  he  was  so  proud  and  eek  so  fayn. 
That  in  vengeaunce  he  al  his  horte  sette. 

Up-on  a  tree  ho  was,  as  that  him  thoughte, 
Ther  Juppiter  him  wesh,  bothe  bak  and 

syde,  (754) 

And  Phebus  eek    a    fair    towaille  him 

broughte  3935 

To  drye  him  with,  and  ther-for  wex  his 

pryde ; 
And  to  his  doghter,  that  stood  him  bis>'de, 
Which  that  he  knew  in  heigh  science 

habounde, 
He  bad  hir  telle  him  what  it  signifyxle, 
And  she  his  dreem  bigan  right  thus  ex- 

pounde.  394<> 

*The  tree,'  quod  slio,  *the  galwes  is  to 

mono,  (761; 

And  Juppiter  bitokneth  snow  and  rejm, 
And  Phebus,  with  his  towaille  so  dene, 
Tho  ben  tho  sonne  stremes  for  to  seyn , 
Thou  shalt  anhanged  be,  fader,  certeyn ; 
Beyn  shal  thee  wasshe,  and  sonne  shal 

thee  drye ; '  394^ 

Thus  wamod  she  him  fill  plat  and  ful 

pleyn, 
His    doughter,   which    that    called  was 

Phanye. 

Anhanged  was  Crosus,  the  proude  king, 
His  roj'al  irone  mighte  him  nat  availle. — 
Tragedio  Ib  noon  other  manor  thing,  (771) 
No  C4U1  in  singing  cryo  ne  biwaille,    3952 
But  for  that  fortune  alwey  wol  assaille 
With  unwar  strook  the  regnes  that  ben 

proude ; 
For  when  men  trusteth  hir,  than  wol  she 

faille,  3955 

And  covere  hir  brighte  iace  with  a  cloude. 

[See  L  3565  on  p.  536. 

Explicit  Tragedio. 


Here  atinteth  the  Knight  the  Monk  of  his  Tale. 
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The  prologne  of  the  Nonne  Preestes  Tale. 


*Ho!'    quod  the  knight,  'good  sir,  na- 
moro  of  this,  3957 

That  ye  han  seyd  is  right  y-noagh,  y-wis, 
And  mochel  more  ;  for  litel  hevinesse 
Is  right  y-nongh  to  mochel  folk,  I  gesse. 
I  seyo  for  me,  it  is  a  greet  disese         31. 61 
Wher-as  men  han  hen  in  greet  wcltho 

and  ese. 
To  heren  of  hir  sodejni  fal,  aUas  ! 
And   the    contrarie    is  joie   and    greet 
solas,  3964 

As  whan  a  man  hath  been  in  povre  estaat. 
And  clymbeth  np,  and  wexeth  fortonat, 
And  thcr  abydeth  in  prosperitee,  (11) 

Swich  thing  is  gladsom,  as  it  thinketh  me. 
And  of  swich  thing  were  goodly  for  to 

telle.' 
'Ye,'  qnod  oar  hoste,  *by  seint  Ponies 
beUo,  3970 

Ye  seyo    right    sooth ;    this    monk,   he 

clappeth  loade, 
He  spok  how   "fortune  covered  with  a 

oloude  ** 
I  noot  never  what,  and  als  of  a  "  Tragedie" 
Right  now  ye    herde,    and   parda!    no 

remedie 
It  is  for  to  biwaille,  ne  comple3me      3975 
That  that  is  doon,  and  als  it  is  a  peyne. 
As  ye  han  seyd,  to  here  of  hevinesse.   (ai) 
Sir  monk,  na-more  of  this,  so  god  yow 

blesse* 
Your  tale  anoyoth  al  this  companye  ; 
Swich  talking  is  nat  worth  a  boterflye ; 
For  ther-in  is  thor  no  desport  ne  game. 
Wherfor,  sir  Monk,  or  dan  Piers  by  3rour 
name,  3982 


I  preyo  yow  hertely,  telle  ns  somwhat  elles, 
For  sikerly,  nere  clinking  of  yoor  belles, 
That  on  your  brydel  hange  on  every  syde, 
By  heven  king,  that  for  ns  alio  dyde,  (30) 
I  sholde  er  this  han  fallen  donn  for  slope, 
Although  the  slough  had  never  boon  so 
dope ;  3988 

Than  had  your  tale  al  be  told  in  vayn. 
For  certeinly,  as  that  thise  clerkes  seyn, 
**  Wher-as  a  man  may  have  noon  audience, 
Noght  helpeth  it  to  tellen  liis  sentence." 
And  wel  I  woot  the  substance  is  in  me, 
If  any  thing  shal  wel  reported  be.       3994. 
Sir,  sey  somwhat  of  hunting,  I  jrow  preye.* 
'  Nay,'  quo<l  this  monk,  '  I  have  no  lust 
to  pleye ;  (40) 

Now  lot  another  telle,  as  I  have  told.' 
Than  spak  our  host,  with  rude  speche 

and  bold. 

And  Eeydo  un-to  the  Nonnes  Freest  anon, 

*  Com  neer,  thou  preest,  com  hider,  thou 

sir  John,  4000 

Tel  us  swich  thing  as  may  our  hertes 

gla<le. 
Be  blythe,  though  thou  rsptle  up-on  a  jade. 
What  though  th>-n  hors  be  bothe  foule 
and  lene,  (47) 

If  he  wol  serve  thee,  rokke  nat  a  bene ; 
Look  that  thyn  herte  be  mery  evermo.' 
^  Yis,  sir,'  quod  he,  *  yis,  host,  so  mote  I  go. 
But  I  be  merj',  y-wis,  I  wol  be  blamed : ' — 
And  right  anon  his  tale  he  hath  attamed. 
And  thus  ho  seyde  nn-to  us  overiohon, 
This  swete  preest,  this  goodly  man,  sir 
John.  4010 

ErplicU, 


\ 
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THE   NONNE    PREESTES  TALE. 


Here  bigixmeth  the  Noxme  Preestes  Tale  of  the  Cok  and  Hen, 

Channtedeer  and  Perteiote. 


A  povRS  widwe,  somdel  stape  in  age. 
Was  whylom  dwelling  in  a  narwe  cotage, 
Bisyde  a  i^ove,  stonding  in  a  dale. 
This  widwo,  of  which  I  telle  yow  my  tale, 
Sin  thilka  day  that  she  was  last  a  wyf, 
In  pacicnce  ladde  a  ful  aimple  lyf,     4016 
For  litel  was  hir  catel  and  hir  rente ; 
By  housbondrye,  of  aach  as  God  hir  sente, 
She  fond  hir-sclf^  and  eek  hir  doghtren 

two. 
Tliree  large  sowos  hadde  she,  and  namo, 
Three  kyn,  and  eek  a  sheep  that  highte 

Mallo,  <ii)  40a I 

Ful  sooty  was  hir  hour,  and  oek  hir  halle, 
In  which  she  eet  ful  many  a  sclendre 

meel. 
Of  poynaunt  sauce  hir  nedod  never  a  deel. 
No  dcyntee  morsel    passed    thorgh  hir 

throte ;  4025 

Hir  dyeto  was  accordant  to  hir  cote. 
Rcpleccioun  ne  made  hir  never  syk ; 
Attempree  dyete  was  al  hir  phisyk, 
And  cxercyso,  and  hertes  suffisaunce.  4029 
The  goute  lotto  hir  no-thing  for  to  daunce, 
N'apoplexye  shonte  nat  hir  heed  ;         (21) 
No  wyn  ne  drank  she,  neither  whyt  no 

roed  ; 
Hir  bord  was  served  most  with  whyt  and 

blak, 
Milk  and  broun  breed,  in  which  she  fond 

no  lak, 
Soynd  baconn,  and  somtyme  an  «y  or 

twcye,  4035 

For  she  was  as  it  were  a  maner  deye. 

A  yerd  she  hadde,  enclosed  al  aboute 
With  stikkes,  and  a  drye  dich  with-onte, 
In  which  she  hsulde  a  cok,  hight  Chaun- 

tecleer,  4039 

In  al  the  land  of  crowing  nas  his  peer.  (30) 
His  vois  was  merier  than  the  mery  orgon 
On  messe-dayes  that  in  the  chirche  gon ; 


Wei  sikerer  wae  his  crowing  in  his  logge, 
Than  is  a  clokke,  or  an  abbey  orlogge. 
By  nature  knew  he  ech  ascencioun    4045 
Of  equinoxial  in  thilke  toun  ; 
For  whan  degprees  fiftene  were  ascended, 
Thanne  crew  he,  that  it  mighte  nat  ben 
amended.  (38) 

His  comb  was  redder  than  the  fyn  coral, 
And  batailed,  as  it  wore  a  castel-wal.  4050 
His  bile  was  blak,  and  as  the  jeet  it  shoon ; 
Lyk  asur  were  his  legges,  and  his  toon  ; 
His  nnyles  whytter  than  the  lilie  floor, 
And  lyk  the  burned  gold  was  his  colour. 
This  gen  til  cok  hadde  in  his  govemaunce 
Soveno  hennos,  for  to  doon  al  h  is  plesaunce, 
Whichei,  were  his  sustres  and  his  para- 
mours, 4057 
And  wonder  lyk  to  him,  as  of  colours. 
Of  whichethe  faireste  hewed  on  hir  throte 
Was  clci)ed  fairo  damoysele  Perteiote. 
Ourte3r8  she  was,  discreet,  and  debonaire, 
And   compaignable,  and  bar  hir-self  so 
faire,  (52) 
I  Sin  thilke  day  that  she  was  seven  night 
old, 
That  trewely  she  hath  the  herte  in  hold 
Of  Channtedeer  loken  in  every  lith ;  4065 
He  loved  hir  so,  that  wol  was  him  ther- 

with. 
But  such  a  joye  was  it  to  here  hem  singe, 
Whan  that  the    brighte  sonno   gan  to 
springe,  4068 

In  swete  accord,  *  my  lief  is  faren  in  londe.' 
For  thilke  tynje,  as  I  have  understonde, 
Bcstcs  and  briddes  coude  spcko  and  singe. 
And  so  bifcl,  that  in  a  daweninge,    {6a) 
As  Chaunteoloer  among  his  wyves  alle 
Sat  on  his  pcrche,  that  was  in  the  halle, 
And  next  him  sat  this  faire  Perteiote,  4075 
This  Chauntecleer    gan   gronen   in  his 
I  throte, 
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As  man  that  in  his  dreem  is  drocched  sore. 
And  whan  that  Pcrteloto  thus  horde  him 

roro,  4078 

She  was  agast,  and  soydo,  •  O  herte  dere, 
What  eyleth  yow,  to  grono  in  this  manere? 
Ye  boon  a  verray  sloper,  fy  for  shame !  *  (71) 
And    ho     answerdo    and    seyde    thus, 

*  madame, 
I  pray  yow,  that  ye  tako  it  nat  a-grief : 
By  god,  mo  mette  I  was  in  swich  meschief 
Bight  now,  that  yet  myn  herte  is  sore 

afright.  4085 

Now  god,'  qnod  he,  '  my  swevene  reoche 

aright, 
And  keep  my  body  out  of  fonl  prisoon  ! 
Ho  motto,  how  that  I  romed  up  and  doon 
Withinno   onr   yerdo,   whor-as  I  sangh 

abesto, 
Was  lyk  an  hound,  and  woldo  han  maad 

aresto  4090 

Upon  my  body,  and  wolde  han  had  me 

deed.  (81) 

His  colour  was  bitwixe  yolwe  and  reed ; 
And  tipi>od  was  his  tail,  and  bothe  his  eres, 
With  blak,  unlyk  the  romonant  of  his 

hores; 
His  snowto   smal,   with  glowinge   cyen 

tweye.  4095 

Yot  of  his  look  for  fere  almost  I  deyo ; 
Tliis  caused  mo  my  groning,  doutolees.' 
'Avoy!'  quod  sho,  *fy  on  yow,  herte- 

locs! 
Allxis !'  quod  sho,  'for,  by  that  god  above, 
Now  han  ye  lost  myn  herte  and  al  my 

love ;  4100 

I  can  nat  love  a  coward,  by  my  feith.  (91) 
For  certes,  what  so  any  womman  seith, 
We  alle  desyren,  if  it  mighte  be, 
To  han  housbondes  hardy,  wyse,  and  free, 
And  secroe,  and  no  nigard,  no  no  fool,  4105 
No  him  that  is  agast  of  eveiy  tool, 
No  noon  avauntour,  by  that  god  above ! 
How  dorste  ye  seyn  for  shame  unto  your 

love, 
That  any  thing  mighte  make  yow  aferd  ? 
Have  yo  no  mannes  herte,  and  han  a  herd  ? 
Alias !  and  conno  ye  been  agast  of  swe- 

venis?  (101)    411 1 

No-thing,  god  wot,  but  vanitee,  in  sweven 

is. 
Swovcncs  cngendren  of  repleccionns. 


And  oft«  of  fumo,  and  of  complecciouns, 
Whan  humours  been  to  habundant  in  a 

wight.  4115 

Certes  this  dreem,   which  ye  Iian  met 

to-night, 
Cometh  of  the  grete  superfluitee 
Of  yonre  redo  colera,  pardoe. 
Which  causeth  folk  to  dreden  in  hero 

dromes  (109) 

Of  arwcs,  and  of  fyr  with  redo  lomes,  4120 
Of  grete  bestes,  that  they  wol  hem  byto, 
Of  contek,  and  of  whelpes  grote  and  lyte ; 
Right  as  the  humour  of  malencolye 
Causeth  ful  many  a  man,  in  sleep,  to  crye. 
For  fere  of  blako  beres,  or  boles  blako,  4125 
Or  elles,  blako  develes  wole  hem  take. 
Of  othore  humours  coudo  I  telle  also, 
That  werken  many  a  man  in  sleep  ful  wo ; 
But  I  wol  passe  as  lightly  as  I  can. 

Lo   Catoun,   which   that  was    so  wys 


a  man. 


4130 


Seyde  he  nat   thus,   ne  do  no   fors  of 

dromes?  (121) 

Now,  sire,'  quod  she,  *  whan  wo  floe  fro 

the  hemes. 
For  Groddes  love,  as  tak  som  laxatyf ; 
Up  peril  of  my  soule,  and  of  my  lyf,   4134 
I  counsoillo  yow  the  beste,  I  wol  nat  lye, 
Tliat  both©  of  colore  and  of  malencolye 
Ye  purgo  yow ;  and  for  ye  shul  nat  tario. 
Though  in  this  toun  is  noon  apotecario, 
I  shal  my- self  to  herbes  techon  yow. 
That  shul  ben  for  your  hole,  and  for  your 

prow ;  4140 

And  in  our  yerd  tho  herbos  shal  I  flnde, 
The   whiche   han   of  hir  propreteo,   by 

kinde,  (132) 

To  purgen  yow  binethe,  and  eek  above. 
Forget  not  this,  for  goddos  oweno  love ! 
Yo  boon  ftd  colorik  of  compleccioun.  4145 
Waro  tho  sonne  in  his  asc^ncioun 
Ne  fyndo  3row  nat  repleet  of  humours 

hoto; 
And  if  it  do,  I  dar  wol  leye  a  grote. 
That  ye  shul  have  a  fovere  terciane, 
Or  an  agu,  that  may  be  youre  bane.    4150 
A  day  or  two  ye  shul  have  digestyves  (141) 
Of  wormes,  ©r  yo  tako  your  laxatyves, 
Of  lauriol,  centaure,  and  ftimotere. 
Or  elles  of  ellebor,  that  groweth  there, 
Of  catapaoe,  or  of  gaytres  beiyis,        4155 
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Of  erbo  yvo,  growing  in  our  yerd,  that 

mery  is ; 
Pekke  hom  up  right  as  thoy  gfrowe,  and 

ete  hem  in. 

Bo  mory,  hous1x>nd,  for  your  fador  kin ! 

Drodeth  no  drccni ;    I  can  say  yow  na- 

more.'  (>49) 

'  Madame,'  quod  he,  '  (/raunt  mercy  of 

your  lore.  4160 

But  nathelees,  as  touching  dann  Catoun, 

That  hath  of  wisdom  such  a  greet  renoun, 

Though  tliat  he   bad  no  dremes  for  to 

drede, 
Av  ^<^i  inen  may  in  olde  hokes  rede 
Of  many  a  man,  more  of  auctoritee    4165 
Tlian  ever  Catoun  was,  so  mot«  I  thee, 
That  al  the  rovers  seyn  of  his  sentence, 
And  han  wel  founden  by  exi)erience, 
That  dromes  ben  significacioous, 
As  wel  of  joye  as  tribulaciouns  4170 

That  folk  enduren  in  this  lyf  present.  (161) 
Ther  nedeth  make  of  this  noon  argument; 
The  verray  prove  showeth  it  in  dede. 
Oon  of  the  gretteste  auctours  that  men 
rede 
Soith    thus,   that    whylom    two  felawes 
wen  to  4175 

On  pilgrimage,  in  a  fal  good  entente ; 
And  happed  so,  thay  come  into  a  tonn, 
Wher-as  thcr  was  swich  congregacioun 
(If  peple,  and  oek  so  streit  of  herbergage 
Tlirtt  they  no  founde  as  muche  as  o  cotage 
III  which  thoy  bothe  mighte  y-logged  be. 
Wherfor  thay  mosten,  of  necessitce,  (17-2) 
As  for  that  night,  doparten  compaignye  ; 
And  ech  of  hem  goth  to  his  hostolryo. 
And  took  his  logging  as  it  wolde  fallo.  4185 
That  oou  of  heiu  was  logged  in  a  stalle, 
Fer  in  a  yord,  with  oxen  of  the  plough  ; 
That  other  man  was  logged  wel  y-nough, 
As  was  his  aventure,  or  his  fortune,   4189 
That  us  govorneth  alle  as  in  commune. 

And  so  bifol,  that,  longe  or  it  were  day, 
This  man  mette  in  his  betl,  ther-as  he  lay. 
How  that    his    fehiwe    gan  up-on  him 
calle,  (183) 

And  scyde,  "  alias !  for  in  an  oxos  stallo 
This  night  I  shal  be  mordred  thor  I  lye. 
Now  help  me,  dere  brother,  er  I  dyo;  4196 
In  alle  haste  com  to  me,'*  he  sayde. 
This  man  oat  of  his  sleep  for  fere  abrayde ; 


But  whan  that  he  was  wakned  of  his  sleep, 
He  turned  him,  and  took  of  this  no  keep ; 
Him  thoughte  his  dreem  nas  but  avanitee. 
Thus  twyts  in  his  sloping  dremed  he.  (193) 
And  atte  thridde  tyme  yet  his  felawe 
Cam,  as  him  thoughte,  and  seide,  ^*  I  am 

now  slawo ; 
Bihold  my  blody  woundes,  dope  and  wyde ! 
Arj's  up  erly  in  the  morwe-tyde,         4^06 
And  at  the  west  gate  of  the  toun,"quod  he, 
**  A  carte  ful  of  dong  ther  shaltow  see. 
In  which  my  body  is  hid  ful  prively ; 
Do  thilke  carte  aresten  boldely.  4210 

My  gold  caused  my  mordre,   sooth    to 

sayn;"  (201) 

And  tolde  him  every  poynt  how  he  was 

slayn. 
With  a  ful  pitous  face,  pale  of  hewe. 
And  truste  wel,  his  dreem  he  fond  ful 

trewe ; 
For  on  the  morwe,  as  sone  as  it  was  day, 
To  his  felawes  in  he  took  the  way ;     4216 
And  whan  that  he  cam  to  this  oxes  stalle, 
Alter  his  felawe  he  bigan  to  calle. 

The  hostiler  answered  him  anon, 
And  seyde,  "  sire,  your  felawe  is  agon,  4220 
As  sone  as  day  he  wento  out  of  the  toun." 
This  man  gan  fallen  in  suspecioun,  (212) 
Bemembring  on  his  dremes  that  he  mette. 
And  forth  he  goth,  no  longer  wolde  he 

lette,  4224 

Unto  the  west  gate  of  the  toun,  and  fond 
A  dong-carte,  as  it  wore  to  donge  lond. 
That  was  arrayed  in  the  same  wyso 
As  ye  han  herd  the  dedc  man  devyse  ; 
And  with  an  hardy  herto  ho  gan  to  cryo 
Vongeaunco  and  justice  of  this  fclonj'e  :— 
"  My  felawe  mordred  is  this  same  night, 
And  in  this  carte  he  lyth  gapinge  upright. 
1  crj'o  out  on  the  ministros,"  quod  he,  {221) 
"  That  sholdcn  kepe  and  reulenthis  citeo ; 
Harrow!    alias!    her    lyth    my    felawe 

slayn ! "  4235 

Wliat  sholde  I  moro  un-to  this  tale  sayn  ? 
The  i>eple  out-sterte,  and  caste  the  cart  to 

grounde. 
And  in  the  middel  of   the  dong  they 

founde 
The  dodo  man,  that  mordred  was  al  newe. 
0  blisful  god,  that  art  so  just  and 

trewe !  4240 
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Lo,  how  that    thou    hiwreyest    xnordro 

ftlway !  (23 0 

Hordre  vfol  ont,  that  sco  we  day  by  day. 
Mordre  is  so  wlatsoin  and  abhominable 
To  god,  that  is  so  just  and  resonable, 
That  ho  no  wol  nat  snffire  it  heled  be ;  4245 
Though  it  abydo  a  year,  or  two,  or  three, 
Mordre  wol  out,  this  my  condusioun. 
And.  right  anoon,  ministres  of  that  toun 
Han  hont  the  carter,  and  so  sore  him 

pyned,  (339) 

And  eek  the  hostiler  so  sore  ongyned,  ^aso 

That  thay  biknewe  hir  wikkednesse  anoon. 

And  were  an-hanged  by  the  nokke-boon. 

Here  may  men  seen  that  dromes  been 

to  dreda 
And  cortos,  in  the  same  book  I  rede. 
Bight  in  the  ncxte  chapitre  aiter  this, 
(I  gabbe  nat,  so  have  I  joye  or  blis,)   4256 
Two  men  that  woldo  ban  i)as8ed  over  see, 
For  certe}*n  cause,  in-to  a  fer  contree, 
If  that  the  wind  no  hadde  been  contrarie, 
That  made  hem  in  a  citee  for  to  tarie,  4260 
That  stood   ful    mory  ui)on  an  havon- 

syde,  (251) 

But  on  a  day,  agayn  the  even-tyde, 
The  wind  gon  chaunge,  and  blew  right 

as  liem  Icste. 
Jollf  and  glad  thoy  wente  un-to  hir  reste. 
And  castcn  hem  ful  crly  for  to  saillo ;  4265 
But  fto  that  00  man  fil  a  greet  mervaillo. 
That  oon  of  hem,  in  sloping  as  he  layi 
Him  motto  a  wonder  droem,  agKyn  the 

day; 
Him  thoughte  a  man  stood  by  his  beddos 

syde, 
And    him    comaundod,  that  he  sholde 

abydc,  4370 

And  scyde  him  thus,  **  if  thou  to-morwe 

wende,  (261) 

Thou  shalt  be  dreynt ;  my  tale  is  at  an 

ende." 
He  wook,  and  tolde  his  felawe  what  he 

mette, 
And  preyde  him  his  viago  for  to  lotto ; 
As  for  that  do^%  lie  preyde  him  to  abydo. 
His  fulawe,  that  lay  by  his  l)eddos  syde, 
Gan  for  to  laughe,  and  scorned  him  ful 

faste. 
"  No  drcem,"  quod  he,  **  muy  so  myn  herto 

agaste, 


That  I  wol  lotte  for  to  do  my  thinges. 
I  sette  not  a  straw  hy  thy  dremingcs,  4280 
For  swevenes  been  but  vanitous  and  jax-tos. 
Men  dreme  al-<lay  of  owles  or  of  apes,  (273) 
And  eke  of  man3''  a  maso  thorwithal ; 
Men  dreme  of  thing  that  never  was  no 

shaL  4284 

But  sith  I  see  that  thou  wolt  heer  abyde. 
And  thus  for-sleuthen  wilfully  thy  tyde, 
Gkxl  wot  it  reweth  me;   and  have  good 

day." 
And  thus  he  took  his  Icvc,  and  wcnto  his 

way. 
But  er  that  he  hadde   halfe  his  conrs 

y-seyled, 
Noot  I  nat  why,  ne  what  mischaunce  it 

eyled,  4200 

But  casuelly  the  shippes  botme  route,  (381) 
And  ship  and  man  under  the  water  wcnto 
In  sighte  of  othero  shixipes  it  byside, 
That  with  hem  seylcd  at  the  same  tyde. 
And  therfor,  faire  Pcrtelote  so  dure,  4^95 
By  swicho  cnsamxdcs  olde  maistow  lore. 
That  no  man  sholde  been  to  rccchelces 
Of  drcmes,  for  I  sey  theo,  doutelces. 
That  many  a  dreem  ful  sore  is  for  to 

drode.  42{;9 

Lo,  in  the  lyf  of  scint  Konclm,  I  rcdc, 
That  was  Kouulphus  sone,  the  noble  king 
Of   Morcenrike,  how  Kenolm   mette    a 

thing ;  (293) 

A  lyte  cr  ho  was  mordred,  on  a  day. 
His  mordre  in  his  avisioun  he  say. 
His  uorice  him  expouned  every  del    4305 
His  sweven,  and  bad  him  for  to  kepo  bim 

wel 
For  traisoun ;  but  he  nas  but  seven  ycer 

old. 
And  therforo  litel  tale  hath  he  told 
Of  any  dreem,  so  hol^'  was  his  herto. 
By  god,  I  hadde  lever  than  my  shorte  4310 
That  ye  hml  rad  his  legondc,  as  have  L 
Dame  Pertelote,  I  soy  yow  trowel^-,    (303) 
Macrobeus,  that  writ  th'avisionn 
In  AiTrike  of  the  worthy  Cipioun, 
Aifermeth  dremcs,  and  seith  that  they 

been  4315 

Warning  of  thinges  that  men  after  seen. 
And  forther-more,  I  pray  yow  loketh 

wel 
In  th'olde  testament,  of  Daniel, 


T.  15135-15220.]    B.    ^$e  (Ylonne  (pxtwUti  ^afe. 


547 


If  he  held  dremes  any  vanitee.  4319 

Heed  eck  of  Joseph,  and  thor  shul  ye  see 
\\Tier  dremes  l)en  somtymo  (Isey  nat  alle) 
Warning  of  thinges  that  shul  after  falle. 
Ivoke  of  Egipt  the  king,  daun  Pharao,  (313) 
His  bakero  and  his  boteler  also,  4324 

Wlicr  they  ne  felte  noon  effect  in  dremes. 
Who-so  wol  seken  actos  of  eondry  remes, 
Hay  rede  of  dremes  many  a  wonder  thing. 
Lo  Cresus,  which  that  was  of  Lyde  king, 
Mctte  ho  nat  that  he  sat  npon  a  tree,  4329 
Which  signified  he  sholdo  anhanged  be? 
Ix)  heer  Andromacha,  Ectores  wyf,     (331) 
That  day  that  Ector  sholde  lese  his  lyf, 
She  dremed  on  the  same  night  bifom, 
How  that  the  lyf  of  Ector  sholde  be  lorn, 
If  thilke  day  ho  wonto  in-to  bataillo ;  4335 
Sho  warned    him.   but    it    mighte    nat 

availle ; 
Ho  wcnto  for  to  fighte  natheleos, 
But  ho  was  slayn  anoon  of  Achilles. 
But  thilke  tale  is  al  to  long  to  telle,  4339 
And  ci'k  it  is  ny  day,  I  may  nat  dwelle. 
Shortly  I  seyo,  as  for  conclnsioun,      (331) 
That  I  shal  han  of  this  avisionn 
Adversitce ;  and  I  seye  forther-more, 
That  I  ne  telle  of  Iaxat3rve8  no  store, 
For  they  ben  venimoos,  I  woot  it  wel ;  4345 
I  liem  dcfyo,  I  love  hem  never  a  deL 
Now  let  lis  spoke  of  mirthe,  and  stinte 
nl  this ; 
Madame  Pertoloto,  so  liave  I  blis, 
Of  o  thing  god  hath  sent  me  large  grace ; 
For  whan  I  see  the  beauteo  of  your  face, 
Ye  ben  so  scarlet-reed  about  your  y6n, 
It  maketh  al  my  drede  for  to  dyen ;  (342) 
For,  also  siker  as  In  principiOf 
Mulier  est  hominia  confuno  ;  4354 

Madamo,  the  sentence  of  this  Latin  is — 
Womman  is  manncs  joye  and  al  his  blis. 
For  whan  I  folo  a-night  your  sofbe  sydo, 
Al-be-it  that  I  may  nat  on  you  ryde. 
For  that  our  perche  is  maad  so  narwe, 

alas! 
I  am  so  ful  of  joye  and  of  solas  4360 

That  I  dofye  hot  he  sweven  and  dreem.' 
And  with  that  word  he  fley  doun  fro  the 
beem,  (352) 

For  it  was  day,  and  eek  his  hennes  alle ; 
And  with  a  chuk  he  gan  hem  for  to  calle, 
For  ho  had  fonnde  a  com,  lay  in  the  yerd. 


Royal  he  was,  ho  was  namore  aferd ;  4366 
He  fathered  Pertelot<j  twenty  tyme. 
And  trad  as  ofte,  er  that  it  was  pr^-me. 
He  lokoth  as  it  were  a  grim  leoun  ;     4369 
And  on  his  toos  ho  romoth  up  and  doun, 
Him  dejTiod  not  to    sette    his    foot  to 
grounde.  (361) 

He    chukketh,   whan    he    hath  a    com 

y-founde. 
And  to  him  rennen  thanne  his  wyves 

alle. 
Thus  royal,  as  a  princo  is  in  his  halle, 
Leve  I  this  Chauntecleor  in  his  pasture ; 
And  after  wol  I  telle  his  avonturo.      4376 
Whan  that  the  month  in  which  the 
world  bigan. 
That  highte  March,  whan  god  first  maked 

man. 
Was  complet,  and  [yj-passed  were  also, 
Sin  March  bigan,  thritty  dayes  and  two, 
Bifel  that  Chauntecleer,  in  al  his  pryde. 
His  seven  wyves  walking  by  his  sydo,  (372) 
Caste  up  his  eyen  to  the  brighte  Sonne, 
That    in    the    signe    of    Taurus    hadde 

y-ronne 
Twenty  d^rees  and  oon,  and  somwhat 
more ;  4385 

And  knew  by  kyndo,  and  by  noon  other 

lore. 
That  it  was  pryme,  and  crew  with  blisfal 

stevene. 
*  The  Sonne,*  ho  sayde,  *  is  domben  up  on 

heveno 
Fourty  degrees  and  oon,  and  more,  y-wis. 
Madame  Pert«lote,  my  worldes  blis,  4390 
Herkneth  thiso  blisfal  briddes  how  th^ 
singe,  (381) 

And  see  the  fresshe  fiourcs  how  they 

springe; 
Ful  is  myn  herte  of  revel  and  solas.' 
But  sodeinly  him  fil  a  sorweful  cas ; 
For  ever  the  latter  ende  of  joye  is  wo.  4395 
God  woot  that  worldly  joye  is  sone  ago ; 
And  if  a  rethor  coudo  fairo  endyte. 
Ho  in  a  croniquo  saufly  mighte  it  wryte. 
As  for  a  sovoreyn  notabilitee.  4399 

Now  every  wys  man,  lat  him  herkne  me; 
This  storie  is  al-so  trewe,  I  undertake,  (391) 
As  is  the  book  of  Launcelot  do  Lake, 
That  wommen  holde  in  ful  grot  reverence. 
Now  wol  I  tome  agayn  to  my  sentence. 
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A  CM>l-fox,  ftil  of  sly  iniquiteo,  4405 

That  in  the  grovo  haddo  woned  yeres 

three, 
By  heigh  iznaginaciotin  fom-cast, 
The  same  night  thorgh-oat  the  hegges 

brast 
Into  the  yerd,  ther  Channtecleor  the  faire 
Was  wont,  and  eek  his  wyvcs,  to  rejMure ; 
And  in  a  bed  of  wortes  stille  he  lay,  (401) 
Til  it  was  passed  nndem  of  the  day, 
Wayting  his  tyme  on  Chaiintecleer  to 

falle, 
As  gladly  doon  thise  homicydcs  alle. 
That  in  awayt  liggen  to  mordre  men.  4415 
O  false  mordror,  larking  in  thy  den ! 
O  newe  Scariot,  newe  Qenilon ! 
False  dissimilour,  O  Greek  Sinon, 
That  broghtcst  Troye  al  outroly  to  sorwe ! 

0  Chauntecleer,  acursod  be  that  morwe. 
That  thon  into  that  ycrd  flough  fro  the 

bemes!  (411)  4421 

Thoa    were    ful   wel   y-wamed    by  thy 

dremes, 
That  thilko  day  was  perilous  to  thee. 
But  what  that  god  forwoot  mot  ncdes  be. 
After  the  opinioun  of  certeyn  clerkis.  4425 
Witnesso  on  him,  that  any  perfit  clerk  is, 
That  in  scolo  is  gret  altercacioun 
In  this  matere,  and  greet  dis])utisoun, 
And  hath  ben  of  an  hundred  thousand 

men. 
But  I  no  can  not  bultc  it  to  the  bren,  4430 
As  can  the  holy  doctour  Augustyn,    (421) 
t^r  Boi^ce,  or  the  bishop  Bradwardyn, 
Whether  that  goildes  worthy  forwiting 
Stre>iieth  me  ncdely  for  to  doon  a  thing, 
■  Xedely  dope  I  simple  nccessitee) ;      4435 
Or  elles,  if  free  chojrs  be  grauntcd  me 
To' do  tha£  same  thing,  or  do  it  noght. 
Though  god  forwoot  it,  er  that  it  was 

wroght ; 
Or  if  his  witing  strcyneth  nevere  a  del 
But  by  nccessitee  condicioneL  4440 

1  wol  not  ban  to  do  of  swich  matere ;  (431) 
"My  tale  is  of  a  cok,  as  ye  may  here, 
That  took  his  counseil  of  his  wyf,  with 

sorwe. 
To  wulken  in  the  yerd  upon  that  morwe 
That  he  had  met  the  drccm,  that  I  yow 

toldo.  4445 

Wommennes  coonseils  been  fhl  ofbecolde ; 


Wommannes  counseil  broghte  us  first  to 

wo. 
And  made  Adam  fro  paradys  to  go, 
Ther-as  he  was  ful  mery,  and  wel  at  ese. — 
But    for    I    noot,    to  whom   it  mighte 

displesc,  4450 

If  I  counseil  of  wommen  wolde  blame,  f  441) 
Passe  over,  for  I  seyde  it  in  my  game. 
Bede  auctours,  wher  they  trete  of  swich 

matere, 
And  what  thay  seyn  of  wommen  ye  may 

hera 
Thise  been  the  cokkes  wordes,  and  nat 

xnyne ;  4455 

I  can  noon  harm  of  no  womman  divyne. — 
Fkire  in  the  sond,  to  bathe  hir  merily, 
Lyth  Pertelote,  and  alle  hir  sustresby, 
Agayn.  the  Sonne ;  and  Chauntecleer  so 

free 
Song  morier  than  tlie  mormayde  in  the 

see ;  44'x> 

For  Phisiologns  seith  sikerly,  (451) 

How  that  they  singim  wel  and  merily. 
And  so  bifel  that,  as  he  caste  his  y^. 
Among  the  worths,  on  a  boterflye,       4464 
He  was  war  of  this  fox  that  lay  ful  lowe. 
No-thing  ne  liste  him  thanne  for  to  crowe, 
But  cryde  anon,  'cok,  cok,'  and  up  he 

8t«rte, 
As  man  that  was  afPraycd  in  his  herte. 
For  naturelly  a  beest  desyreth  flee 
Fro  his  contrarie,  if  ho  may  it  see,      4470 
Though  he  never  erst  had  se3rn  it  with 

his  ye.  (461) 

This  Chauntecleer,  whan  he  gan  him 

espye. 
Ho  wolde  han  flod,  but  that  the  fox  anon 
Seyde,  'Gentil  sire,  alias!   wher  wol  ye 

gon? 
Be   ye    alfrayed  of   me  that    am    your 

freend  ?  4475 

Now  cartes,  I  were  worse  than  a  feend. 
If  I  to  yow  wolde  harm  or  vileinye. 
I  am  nat  come  your  counseil  for  t'espye  ; 
But  trowely,  the  cause  of  my  cominge 
Was  only  for  to  hurkne  how  that  yo 

singe.  (4711)  4480 

For  trewely  ye  have  as  mor>'  a  stuveno 
As  eny  aungel  hath,  that  is  in  hevene ; 
Therwith  ye  han  in  musik  more  felinge 
Than  hoddo  BoOce,  or  any  that  can  singe. 
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Ify  lord  your  fader  {god  his  sotde  blesse  0 
And  eok  your  modor,  of  hir  g^ntilosse, 
Han  in  nij-n  hous  y-])oen,  to  my  gret  eae ; 
And  certr'S,  sire,  ful  fayn  wolde  I  yow 

plose.  4488 

Bnt  for  men  spcko  of  sin^njir,  I  wol  sayo, 
So  mote  I  brouko  wel  myn  eyon  tweye, 
Save  yow,  I  }icrdo  never  man  so  singe, 
As  dido  your  fader  in  the  morweninge  ; 
Cortes,  it  was  of  hcrto,  al  that  he  song. 
And  for  to  make  his  voys  the  more  strong, 
Hu  woldo  so  pejme  him,  that  with  bothe 

his  yi'n  4495 

He  moste  winke,  so  londo  ho  wolde  cryen. 
And  stonden  on  his  tiptoon  ther-with-al. 
And  streoche  forth  his  nekke  long  and 

smal. 
And  eek  lie  was  of  swich  discrecionn, 
Tliat  thor  nas  no  man  in  no  regionn  4500 
That  him  in   song    or  wisdom,    mighte 

passe.  (491) 

I  have  wel  rad  in  flann  Bnmel  the  Asse, 
Among  ]iis  vers,  how  that  ther  was  a  eok, 
For  that  a  preestes  sono  yaf  him  a  knok 
I'pon  his  leg,   whyl  ho  was  yong  and 

nyce,  451^ 

He  made  him  for  to  leso  his  bcnefyce. 
IJnt  certeyn,  ther  nis  no  comparisoun 
Bitwix  the  wisdom  and  discrecionn 
Of  youre  fader,  and  of  his  snbtiltee.  (499) 
Now  singcth,  sire,  for  seinto  Charitee,  4510 
Let  see,  conne  ye  your  fader  conntrefete?' 
This  Chauntccleer  his  winges  gan  to  bete, 
As  man  that  cotide  his  tresoun  nat  cspye, 
So  was  he  ravisshed  with  his  HateTye. 

Alias !  ye  lordes,  many  a  fals  flatonr 
Is  in  your  conrtes,  and  many  a  losengeonr, 
That  pleseu  yow  wel  more,  by  my  feith, 
Than  he  tliat  sooth fastnesso  unto  yow 

seith. 
KtHleth  Ecclesiasto  of  flaterye  ; 
Beth  war,  ye  lordes,  of  hir  trecherye.  4520 
Tills  Chauntecleer  stood  hye  np-on  his 

toos,  (511) 

Strecching  his  nekke,  and  heeld  his  cyen 

cloos. 
And  gan  to  crowe  loude  for  the  nones ; 
And  daun  Kusscl  the  fox  sterte  up  at 

ones,  4534 

And  by  the  gargat  hente  Chauntecleer, 
And  on  his  bak  toward  the  wode  him  beer, 


For  yet  ne  was  ther  no  man  that  him 

sewed. 
O  destinee,  that  mayst  nat  been  eschewed ! 
Alias,  that  Chauntecleer  fleigh  fro  tlio 

hemes !  4529 

Alias,  his  wyf  ne  roghte  nat  of  dremcs  ! 
AndonaFridayfilal  thismeschaunce.  (521) 
O  Venus,  that  art  goddesse  of  plesaunce, 
Sin  that  thy  servant  was  this  Chaunte- 
cleer, 
And  in  thy  service  dide  al  his  poweer. 
More  for  delj't,  than  world  to  multiplye. 
Why  woldestow  snffre  him  on  thy  day  to 

dye?  4536 

O  Gaufred,  dere  maystcr  soverayn. 
That,  whan   thy  worthy  king  Bichard 

was  slayn 
With  shot,   comploynedcst  his  deth   so 

sore. 
Why  ne  haddo  I  now  thy  sentence  anil 

thy  lore,  4540 

The  Friday  for  to  chyde,  as  diden  ye?  (531) 
(For  on  a  Friday  sootlily  sla^m  was  he.) 
Than  wolde  I  shewo  yow  how  that  I  coude 

pleyno 
For  Chauntecleres    drede,   and    for  his 

peyne. 
Certes,  swich  cry  ne  lamentacioun  4545 
Was  never  of  ladies  maad,  whan  Ilioun 
Was  wonne,  and  Firms  with  his  streite 

swerd. 
Whan  he  hadde  hent  king  Priam  by  the 

herd. 
And  slayn  him  (as  saith  us  Eneytlos\ 
As  maden  alio  the  hennes  in  the  clos,  4550 
Wlian  they  had  seyn  of  Chauntecleer  the 

sighte.  (541) 

But  Bovoreynly  dame  Pertelote  shrighte, 
Ful  louder  than  dide  Hasdrubales  wyf, 
Whan  that  hir  houslmnd  hadde  lost  his lyf, 
And   that    the  Bomayns   hadde   brend 

Cartage ;  4555 

She  was  so  ful  of  torment  and  of  rage, 
That  wilfully  into  the  fyr  she  sterte, 
And  brende  hir-selven  with  a  stedfast 

herte. 
O  woful  hennes,  right  so  cryden  ye, 
As,  whan  that  Nero  brende  the  citee  4560 
Of  Rome,  cryden  senatoures  wyves,    (551) 
For  that  hir  housbondes  losten  alle  hir 

lyvesj 
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Witlionten  gilt  this  Nero  hath  hem  shiyn. 
Now  wol  I  tome  to  my  tale  agayn : — 
This  sely  widwo,  and  eek  hir  doghtrcs 

two,  4565 

Ilerdcn  thiso  honnos  crye  and  maken  wo, 
And  out  at  doros  sterten  they  anoon, 
And  syen  the  fox  toward  the  grove  goon, 
And  bar  upon  his  bak  the  cok  away ; 
And  cryden,  '  Out !  harrow !  and  woyla- 

way !  4570 

Ha,  hu,  the  fox!'   and  after  him  they 

ran,  (561) 

And  eck  with  staves  many  another  man ; 
Han  Collo  our  dogge,  and  Talbot,  and 

Gerland, 
And  Malkin,  with  a  distaf  in  hir  hand ; 
Ban  cow  and  calf,  and  eek  the  verray 

hogges  4575 

So  were  they  forod  for  berking  of  the 

doggos 
And  shouting  of  the  men  and  wimmen 

eke. 
They  ronno  so,  hem  thoughte  hir  herto 

breke. 
They  yelledon  as  focndes  doon  in  hello  ; 
The  dokcs  cryden  as  men  wolde  hem 

quelle ;  0j70  458o 

The  gees  for  fere  flowen  over  the  trees  ; 
Out  of  the  hyvo  cam  the  swarm  of  bees ; 
So  hidous  was  the  noyso,  a !  benedicite  ! 
Certes,  ho  Jakke  Straw,  and  his  meynee, 
Xe  made  never  shoutes  half  so  shrille,  4585 
Whan  that  they  wolden  any  Fleming 

kiUe, 
As  thilko  day  was  maad  upon  the  fox. 
Of  bras  thay  broghten  hemes,  and  of  box. 
Of  horn,  of  boon,  in  whicho  they  blewe 

and  iK>upod, 
And  thcrwithal  thay  shrykcd  and  they 

houpcd ;  4590 

It  semod  as  that  heven  sholdo  falle.   (581) 
Now,  godo  men,  I  pray  yow  herknoth  aUe ! 

Lo,  liow  fortune  tumeth  sodoinly 
The  hope  and  prydo  eek  of  hir  enemy ! 
This  cok,  that  lay  upon  the  foxes  bak,  4595 
In  al  his  drodc,  un-to  the  fox  ho  spak, 
And  scydc,  *  sire,  if  that  I  wore  as  ye, 
Yet  sholde  I  seyn  (as  wis  god  helpe  mo), 
Turncth  agajoi,  ye  proude  cherles  alle  ! 


A  verray  pestilence  up-on  yow  falle !  4600 
Now  am  I  come  un-to  this  wodes  syde, 
IdCaugree  your  heed,  the  cok  shal  heor 

abyde ;  (592) 

I  wol  him  ote  in  feith,  and  that  anon.' — 
The  fox  answerde,  *in  feith,  it  shal  be 

don,' — 
And  as  he  spak  that  word,  al  sodoinly  4(k>5 
This  cok  brak  from  his  mouth  deliverly, 
And  heighe  up-on  a  tree  he  £oigh  anon. 
And  whan  the  fox  saugh  that  he  was 

y-gon, 

*  Alias ! '  quod  he,  *  O  Chauntedeer,  alias ! 
I  have  to  yow,'  quod  he,  '  y-doon  trespas, 
In-as-muche  as  I  maked  yow  aferd,    (tioi) 
Whan  I  yow  hente,  and  broghto  out  of 

tho  yerd ; 
But,  sire,  I  dide  it  in  no  wikke  entente  ; 
Com  doun,  and  I  shal  telle  yow  what 

I  mente. 
I  shal  seye  sooth  to  yow,  god  lielp  me  so.' 

*  Nay  than,'  quod  he,  *  I  shrewe  us  bothe 

two,  4616 

And  first  I  shrewe  myHMlf,  bothe  blood 

and  bones, 
If  thou  bigyle  me  ofber  than  ones. 
Thou  shalt  normore,  thurgh  thy  flateryo, 
Do  me  to  singe  and  winko  with  myn  yS. 
For  he  that  wlnketh,  whan  he  sholde  see, 
Al  wilftdly,  god  lat  him  never  thee !'  (613) 

*  Nay,'  quod  the  fox,  *  but  god  yevo  him 

mesohaunco. 
That  is  so  undiscreet  of  govemaunce, 
That  jangleth  whan  he  sholdo  holdo  his 

pees.'  4635 

Lo,  swich  it  is  for  to  bo  roccholees, 
And  necligont,  and  trusto  on  fiatcryo. 
But  ye  that  holden  this  tale  a  folyc, 
As  of  a  fox,  or  of  a  cok  and  hen, 
Talcoth  the  moralitee,  good  men.         46^:to 
For  seint  Paul  seith,  that  al  that  writen 

is,  (621) 

To  our  doctryne  it  is  y-write,  y-wis. 
Taketh  the  fruyt,  and  lat  the  chof  be 

stille. 
Now,  gode  g(xl,  if  that  it  bo  thy  wille, 
As  soith  my  lord,  so  make  us  alio  good 

4655 


men; 


And  bringe  us  to  his  heighe  blisse.  Amen. 


Here  is  ended  the  Nonne  Preestes  Tale. 
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EPILOGUE  TO  THE    NONNE 
PREESTES  TALE. 


'  Sir  Nonnes  Pre^t/  onr  hosto  sejdo  anoon, 
*  Y-blessed  bo  thy  broche,  and  every  stoon ! 
This  was  a  mery  tale  of  Channtecloor. 
Rut,  by  my  troutho,  if  thou  were  secnler, 
Thou  woldest  been  a  trodo-foul  a-right.  4641 
For,  if  thou  have  corago  as  thoa  hast 

might, 
Tlicc  wore  nedo  of  honnes,  as  I  weno» 
Ya,  mo  than  seven  tymcs  seventcne. 


Sec,   'whlcho  braunes  hath  this   gcntil 
Freest,  4645 

So  ^eot  a  nekke,  and  swich  a  largo  breest ! 
Ho  loketh  as  a  sperhauh  with  his  yOn  ;  (11) 
Him  nedeth  nat  his  colour  for  to  dyen 
With  brasil,  no  with  greyn  of  Portingale. 
Now  sir©,  fairo  fall©  yow  for  j'ouro  tale !  * 
And  after  that  he,  with  fnl  mery  chore, 
Seido  to  another,  as  yo  shnllon  here.  4653 


%*  B,  465a  =T.  15468 ;  C.  I  -T.  11935. 


GROUP  C. 


THE   PHISICIENS  TALE. 


Here  folweth  the  Phisiciens  Tale. 


Tirrn  was,  as  tcUeth  Titus  Livius, 
A  knight  tliat  called  was  Virginius, 
Fulfild  of  honour  and  of  wortliinesso, 
And  strong   of   froendes   and   of   greet 

richosso.  [T.  11 938 

This  knight  a  doghtcr  haddo  by  his  wyf, 
Xo  children  hndde  ho  mo  in  al  his  lyf.    6 
Fair  w^is  this  may  do  in  excellent  b^nuteo 
Al)oven  every  wight  that  man  may  see ; 
For  nature  hath  with  soveroyn  diligence 
Y-f(»rniod  hir  in  so  greet  oxcoUenco,       10 
As  though  she  woldo  seyn,  •  lo !  I,  Xatnro, 
Thus  can  I  forme  and  pcynto  a  creature, 
Wliau  that  mo  list ;  who  can  mo  coontro- 

foto? 
Figmalion  noght,  though  ho  ay  forge  and 

bote, 


Or  grave,  or  peynto  ;  for  I  dar  wel  scyn,  15 
ApcUos,  Zanzis,  sholdo  wercho  in  voyn, 
Outher  to  grave  or  peynto  or  forgo  or  bete, 
If  they  presumed  mo  to  countrefcto. 
For  he  that  is  the  former  principal 
Hath  maked  me  his  vioairo  general,       ao 
To  forme  and  peynten  erthely  croatnris 
Hight  as  me  list,  and  ech  thing  in  my 

cure  is 
Under  the  mono,  that  may  wane  and  waze, 
And  for  my  work  right  no-thing  wol  I  axo ; 
My  lord  and  I  ben  ful  of  oon  accord  ;     25 
I  made  hir  to  the  worship  of  my  lord. 
So  do  I  alio  myne  othere  creatures, 
'Wliat   colour  that  they  han,  or  what 

figures.* — 
ThuB  semeth  me  that  Nature  wolde  seye. 
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This  majde  of  age  twclf  yocr  was  and 

tweye,  M^ 

In  which  that  Nature  hadde  swich  delyt. 
For  right  as  she  can  poynte  a  lilie  whyt 
And  rood  a  rose,  riglit  with  swich  jwynture 
She  pojTited  hath  this  noble  creature 
Er  slie  were  Ixirn,  uiwm  hir  limes  free,  55 
Wher-as  by  right  swiche  colours  sholdebe ; 
And  Phebus  dye<l  hath  hir  tresses  grete 
Lyk  to  the  stromos  of  his  burned  hete. 
Ajid  if  that  excellent  was  hir  beautee, 
A  thousand-fold  more  vertuous  was  she.  40 
In  hir  no  lakked  no  condicioun, 
That  is  to  preyse,  as  by  discrecioun. 
As  wol  in  goost  as  body  chast  was  she ; 
For  which  she  floured  in  virginiteo 
With  alio  humilitoe  and  abstinence,      45 
With  alle  attemperaunce  and  pacience, 
With  mesure  eck  of  bering  and  array. 
Discroot  she  was  in  answering  alway ; 
Though  she  were  wys  as  Pallas,  dar  I  soyn, 
Hir  facound  eekfulwommanlyand  pleyn, 
No  countrefeted  termes  hadde  she  51 

To  seme  yrys ;  hut  after  hir  degree 
She  spak,  and  alle  hir  wordcs  more  and 

Icsse 
Souninge  in  vertu  and  in  gontillesso. 
Sham  fast  she  was  in  maydens  shamfast' 

nosse,  ^5 

Constant  in  herte,  and  ever  in  bisinesse 
To  dr3rve  hir  out  of  ydel  sh^gardyo. 
Bacus    hadde    of  hir    mouth    right    no 

maistrye ; 
For  w>'n  and  youthe  doon  Venus  oncrece. 
As  men  in  fyr  wol  casten  oilo  or  grooe.  60 
And  of  hir  owene  vertu,  unconstreyned, 
She  hath  ful  ofte  tyme  syk  liir  feyned, 
For  that  she  wolde  flecn  the  companye 
Wher  lykly  was  to  treten  of  folye, 
As  is  at  festes,  revels,  and  at  daunces.   65 
That  been  occasions  of  daliaunces 
Swich  thinges  maken  children  for  to  bo 
To  sone  rype  and  bold,  as  men  may  see, 
Which  is  ful  perilous,  and  hath  ben  yore. 
For  al  to  sone  may  she  leme  lore  70 

Of  boldnesse,  whan  she  woxen  is  a  wyf. 

And  ye  maistressos  in  your  olde  lyf, 
That  lordes  doghtres  han  in  govemaunc-e, 
No  taketh  of  my  wordes  no  displesaunoe ; 
'Ihonketh  that  ye  ben  set  in  govominges  75 
Of  lordes  doghtres,  only  for  two  thingus ; 


Outher  for  ye  han  kept  your  honesteo, 
Or  elles  ye  han  falle  in  freletoo, 
And  knowon  wel  y-nough  the  olde  dannce, 
And  han  forsaken  fully  swich  moschaunoe 
For  evermo  ;  therfore,  for  Cristes  sake,  8r 
To  teche  hem  vertu  loke  that  ye  no  slake. 
A  theef  of  venisoun,  that  hath  forhifb 
His  likerousnesse,  and  al  his  olde  craft, 
Can  kepe  a  forest  best  of  any  man.  85 

Now  kepeth  hem  wel,  for  if  ye  wol,  ye  can ; 
Loke  wel  that  ye  un-to  no  vice  assente. 
Lest  ye  be  dampned  for  your  wikko  en- 
tente ; 
For  who-so  doth,  a  traitour  is  certoyn. 
And  taketh  kopo  of  that   that    I  shal 

seyn ;  91) 

Of  alle  tresons  sovereyn  pestilence 
Is  whan  a  wight  bitrayseth  innocence. 

Ye  fadres  and  5*0  modres  eek  also. 
Though  ye  han  cliildren,  be  it  oon  or  two, 
Your  is  the  charge  of  al  hir  survcyaunco,  95 
Whyl  that  they  been  under  your  gfovom- 

aunce. 
Beth  war  that  by  ensample  of  your  livinge, 
Or  by  your  necligenco  in  ciiastisinge, 
That  they  ne  x>erisse ;  for  1  dar  wel  seyc, 
If  that  they  doon,  ye  sliul  it  doro  abeye.  io<> 
Under  a  shcpherdo  softe  aud  necligent 
The  wolf  hath  many  a  sheep  and  lamb 

to-rent. 
SufP^soth  oon  ensample  now  as  here, 
For  I  mot  tume  agayn  to  my  mat  ere. 
This  mayde,  of  which  I  wol  this  tale 

expresso,  105 

So  kepto  hir-self,  hir  neded  no  maistresse ; 
For  in  hir  living  maydens  mightcn  rede, 
As  in  a  book,  every  good  word  or  dedc, 
That  longeth  to  a  mayden  vertuous ; 
She  was  so  prudent  aud  so  bountovous.  1 10 
For  which  the  fame  out-sprong  on  every 

sydq 
Botheof  hirbeauteeand  hirbounteewyde; 
That  thurgh  that  land  they  preysed  hir 

echone. 
That  loved  vertu,  save  envye  allone. 
That  sory  is  of  other  mennes  wule,         1 15 
And  glad  is  of  his  sorwo  and  his  unhele  ; 
(The  doctour  maketh  this  descripcioun). 
This  mayde  up-on  a  day  wente  in  the  toun 
Toward  a  temple,  with  hir  moder  dere, 
As  is  uf  yongu  maydens  the  mauere.     lao 


T.  I305s-iai40-]         c.    Zit  ipii»itxtiM  Zati. 


553 


Now  was  ther  thanno  a  justico  in  that 

toun, 
That  (^vomonr  was  of  that  regioon. 
And  so  hifd,  this  jogo  his  eyon  caste 
Up-on  this  mayde,  avysinge  him  fal  ihste, 
As  she  cam  forby  thor  this  jnge  stood.  135 
Anon  his  herte  channged  and  his  mood, 
So  was  ho  caught  with  beautee  of  this 

maydo ; 
And  to  him-sclf  fvl  prively  he  8a3rde, 
*  This  maydo  shal  be  myn,  for  any  man.* 
Anon  the  feend  in-to  his  herte  ran,  130 
And  tanghto  him  sodeynly,  that  he  by 

slighto 
The  maydon  to  his  pnrpos  winne  mighte. 
For  certes,  by  no  force,  ne  by  no  mede, 
Himthonghto,  hewasnatablefortospede ; 
For  she  wns  strong  of  freendes,  and  eek  she 
Confermod  was  in  swichsoveraynbonntee, 
That  wcl  ho  wisto  he  mighte  hir  never 

winne  137 

As  for  to  make  hir  with  hir  body  sinne. 
For  which,  by  greet  deliberacionn. 
Ho  si>nto  after  a  cherl,  was  in  the  toun,  140 
AMiich  that  he  knew  for  subtil  and  for 

lH>ld. 

This  jugo  nn-to  this  cherl  his  tale  hath  told 
In  socreo  wyse,  and  made  him  to  ensure, 
Ho  sholde  telle  it  to  no  creature, 
And  if  ho  dido,  ho  sholde  lose  his  heed.  145 
WTian  that  nsscntecl  was  this  cursed  reed, 
Glad  wns  this  juge  and  maked  him  greet 

chore, 
And  yaf  him  yiftos  prociouse  and  dere. 
Whan  sliapon  was  al  hir  conspiracye 
Fro  point  to  point,  how  tliat  his  lecherye 
Parfoumod  shohle  been  fhl  snbtilly,      151 
As  ye  shul  here  it  after  openly, 
Hoom  gooth  the  cherl,  that  highte  Clau- 
dius. 
This  fulse  juge  that  highte  Apius, 
S<.>  WHS  hia  name,  (for  this  is  no  fable,  155 
lUit  knowcn  for  historial  thing  notable. 
The  sentence  of  it  sooth  is,  out  of  doute), 
This  false  juge  g<x>th  now  faste  aboute 
To  hasten  his  delyt  al  that  he  may. 
An<l  so  bifcl  sono  after,  on  a  day,  160 

This  false  jugo,  as  telloth  us  the  storie, 
As  he  was  wont,  sat  in  his  consistorie, 
And  ynf  his  domes  up-on  sondry  cas. 
This  false  cherl  cam  forth. a  fill  greet  pai, 


And  soyde,  *  lord,  if  that  it  be  your  wiUe,  1 6$ 
As  dooth  mo  right  up^n  this  pitous  billo, 
In  which  I  plejme  up-on  Virginius. 
And  if  that  he  wol  soyn  it  is  nat  thus, 
I  wol  it  preve,  and  findo  good  witnesse, 
That  sooth  is  that  my  bille  wol  expresse.* 
The  juge  answerde,   *of  this,  in  hia 

absence,  171 

I  may  nat  yevo  diffinitif  sentence. 
Lat  do  him  oalle,  and  I  wol  gladly  here ; 
Thou  shalt  have  al  right,  and  no  wrong 

hero.*  174 

VirginiuB  cam,  to  wite  the  juges  willo, 
And  right  anon  was  rad  this  cursed  bille ; 
The  sentence  of  it  was  as  ye  shul  here. 
*  To  yow,  my  lord,  sire  Apius  so  dere, 
Sheweth  your  jwvre  servant  Claudius, 
How  that  a  knight,  called  Virginius,    180 
Agayns  the  lawe,  agayn  al  oquitco, 
Holdeth,  expres  agayn  the  wil  of  me. 
My  servant,  which  that  is  my  thral  by 

right. 
Which   fro  myn  hous  was  stole  up-on 

a  night, 
Whyl  that  she  was  ful  yong;  this  wol 

I  preve  185 

By  witnesse,  lord,  so  that  it  nat  yow  greve. 
She  nis  his  doghter  nat,  what  so  ho  seye ; 
Whorfore  to  yow,  my  lord  tho  juge,  I  preye, 
Yeld  me  my  thral,  if  that  it  be  your  wille.* 
Lo !  this  was  al  the  sentence  of  his  bille. 
Virginius  gan  up-on  tho  cherl  biholdo. 
But  hastily,  er  he  his  tale  toldo,  19a 

And  woldo   havo  proved  it,  as   sholde 

a  knight. 
And  eek  by  witnessing  of  many  a  wight, 
That  it  was  fals  that  seyde  his  adversarie, 
This  cursed  juge  woldo  no-thing  torie,  196 
Ne  hero  a  word  more  of  Virginius, 
But  yaf  his  jugement,  and  seyde  thus : — 
'  I  demo  anon  this  cherl  his  sorvan  t  have ; 
Thou  shalt  no  longer  in  th>-n  hous  hir 

save.  3U(> 

Oo  bring  hir  forth,  and  put  hir  in  our 

wardo. 
The  cherl  shal  havo  his  thral,  this  I 

awardo.* 
And  whan  this  worthy  knight  Virginius, 
Thurgh  sentence  of  this  justice  Apius, 
Mosto  by  force  his  dere  doghter  yiven  au5 
Un-to  the  juge,  in  leohexye  to  liven, 
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He  g^th  him  hoom,  and  sette  him  in  his 

haJle, 
And  lect  anon  his  dcro  doghter  calle, 
And,  with  a  face  deed  as  asshen  oolde, 
Upon  hir  humble  face  he  gan  biholdo,  210 
Withfadrcspiteestikingthurgh  hishcrtc, 
Al  woldo  ho  from  his  pnrpos  nat  converte. 

*  Doghtor,'  quod  he,  '  Virginia,  by  thy 

name, 
Ther  lieen  two  weyes,  onthor  deeth  or 

shame. 
That  thoa  most  snffre  ;  alias  !  that  I  was 

bore !  215 

For  never  thou  dcservedest  wherfore 
To  dycn  with  a  sword  or  with  a  knyf. 
O  dero  doghter,  ender  of  my  lyf, 
Which   I  have  fostred    up  with   swich 

plesaunce, 
That  thou  wore  never  out  of  my  remem- 

braunco !  220 

O  doghter,  which  that  art  my  laste  wo. 
And  in  my  lyf  my  lasto  joye  also, 
O  gemme  of  chastitee,  in  pocience 
Take  thou  thy  deeth,  for  this  is  my  sen- 
tence. 
For  love  and  nat  for  hate,  thou  most  be 

deed ;  225 

My  pitous  hand  mot  smyten  of  thyn  heed. 
Alias  !  that  ever  Apius  thee  say ! 
Thus  hath  he  falsly  juged  thee  to-day' — 
And  tolde  hir  al  the  cas,  as  ye  bifore    229 
Han  her<l ;  nat  nedeth  for  to  telle  it  more. 

*  O  mercy,  dere  fatler,'  quod  this  maydo, 
And  with  that  word  she  both  hir  armcs 

lay  do 
About  his  nekke,  as  she  was  wont  to  do  : 
The  teres  broste  out  of  hir  eyen  two, 
And  seyde,  *  gode  fader,  shal  I  dye  ?     235 
Is  ther  no  grace  ?  is  ther  no  remedye  ? ' 

*  No,  certos,  dere  doghter  myn,'  quod  he. 
*Thanne  yif  me  le^'ser,  fader  myn,'  quod 

she, 
*  Hy  deeth  for  to  compleyno  a  litol  space ; 
For  pordee,  Jepteyaf  his  doghter  grace  240 
For  to  compleyne,  er  ho  hir  slow,  alias ! 
And  god  it  woot,  no-thing  was  hir  tresjms, 
But  for  she  ran  hir  fader  first  to  see. 
To  welcome  him  with  greet  solempnit^^e.' 
And  with  that  word  she  fll  aswowne  anon. 
And  after,  whan  hir  swowning  is  agon,  246 

Here  endeth  the 


She  ryseth  up,  and  to  hir  fader  sayde, 
*  Blessed  be  go<l,  that  I  shal  dye  a  mayde. 
Yif  me  my  deeth,  er  that  I  have  a  shame ; 
Doth  with  your  child  your  wil,  a  goddes 

name ! '  250 

And  with  that  word  she  preyed  him  ful 

ofbc, 
That  with  his  swerd  he  woldc  smyte  softe, 
And  with  that  word  aswowne  doun  she  lil. 
Hir  fader,  with  ful  sorweful  herte  and  wil, 
Hir  heed  of  smoot,  and  by  the  top  it 

hente,  255 

And  to  the  jnge  he  gan  it  to  presente. 
As  he  sat  yet  in  doom  in  consistorie. 
And  whan  the  juge  it  saugh,  as  seith  the 

storie, 
He  bad  to  take  him  and  anhango  him 

faste.  259 

But  right  anon  a  thousand  i)eple  in  thrasto. 
To  save  the  knight,  for  routhe  and  for 

pitee, 
For  knowen  was  the  false  iniquitee. 
The  peple  anon  hath  suspect  of  this  thing, 
By  manere  of  the  cherles  chalanging. 
That  it  was  by  th'assent  of  Apius ;        2(^5 
Tliey  wisten  wol  that  ho  was  lecherous. 
For  which  un-to  this  Apius  they  gon, 
And  caste  him  in  a  prison  right  anon, 
VVher-as  he  slow  him-self ;  and  Claudius, 
That  servant  was  un-to  this  Ai>ius,       270 
Was  demed  for  to  hango  upon  a  tree ; 
But  that  Virgiuius,  of  his  intee, 
So  preydo  for  him  that  ho  was  exyled  ; 
And  ellos,  certos,  ho  had  bocu  bigylcd. 
The  romenant  were  auhanged,  more  and 

lesse,  275 

That  were  consentant  of  this    cursed- 

ncssc. — 
Heor  men  may  seen  how  siiino  hath  his 

meryte  ! 
Beth  war,  for  no  man  woot  whom  god 

wol  smyte 
In  no  degree,  ne  in  which  manor  wyse 
The  worm  of  conscience  may  eigryse    280 
Of  wikked  lyf,  though  it  so  privee  be, 
Tliat  no  man  w<K)t  ther-of  but  god  and  he. 
For  bo  he  lowed  man,  or  ellcs  lere<I, 
Henoot  howsone  that  he  shal  boon  afcrod. 
Therfore  I  redo  yow  this  conseil  take,  2S5 
Forsaketh  sinne,  cr  sinne  yow  forsake. 

Phisicie&s  Tale. 
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WORDS  OF  THE   HOST. 


The  wordes  of  the  Host  to  the  Phisicien  and  the  Pardoner. 


Ovn    Ilosto    gan  to  sworo  as    he  were 

wood, 
*  Harrow  ! '  quod  he,  *  by  nayles  and  by 

blo<Kl ! 
This  was  a  fals  chcrl  and  a  fals  jnstsrso  I 
As  shamful  <leeth  as  horte  may  devyse  290 
Come  to  thise  jag;es  and  hir  advocats  ! 
Algato  tliis  scly  maydo  is  slayn,  alias! 
Alias !  to  dore  bof^^hto  sho  boautee  ! 
Wherf  ore  I  soyo  al  day,  as  men  may  see, 
That  yiftos  of  fortune  or  of  nature       295 
Ben  cause  of  dccth  to  many  a  creature.  (10) 
Hir  bonuteo  was  hir  deeth,  I  dar  wel  sayn  ; 
Alias  !  so  pitously  as  she  was  slayn ! 
Of  bothc  yiftes  that  I  speke  of  now 
Men  lian  ful  ofbe  more  harm  than  prow. 
But  trewely,  mjTi  owene  mayster  dere,  301 
This  is  a  pitous  tale  for  to  here. 
Bnt  nathclos,  passe  over,  is  no  fors ; 
1  prey  to  j^otl,  so  save  thy  gentU  cors,  304 
And  ock  tliyne  urinals  and  thy  jordanos, 
TlijTi  Ypocraa,  and  eek  thy  Galianes,  (ao) 
And  every  boist  ful  of  thy  letuarie  ; 
God  blosse    hem,  and    our  lady  seinte 

Mario  ! 
So  mot  I  thoon,  thou  art  a  propre  man, 
And  lyk  a  prclat,  by  scint  Ilonyan  !     310 


Seyde  I  nat  wel?    I  can  nat  spcko  in 

terme ; 
But  wel  I  woot,  thou  doost  my  herto  to 

erme, 
That  I  almost  have  caught  a  cardiaclo. 
By  corpus  bones !  but  I  have  triado,    314 
Orelles  a  draught  of  mojrste  and  corny  ale, 
Or  but  I  here  anon  a  mcry  tale,  (50) 

Myn  herto  is  lost  for  pitee  of  this  mayde. 
Thou  bel  amy,  thou  Pardoner,'  he  seyde, 
^  Tel  us  som  mirthe  or  japes  right  anon.* 

*  It  shall  be  doon,*  quod  he,  *  by  seint 

Ronyon  !  320 

But  first,'  quod  he,  '  heer  at  this  ale- 
stake 
I  wol  both  drinke,  and  oten  of  a  cake.' 
But  right  anon  thise  gentils  gonno  to 
cryo, 

*  Nay  !  lat  him  telle  us  of  no  ribaud.vo ; 
Tel  us  som  moral  thing,  that  wo  may 

lere  32.'? 

Som    wit,  and    thanne   wol  we  gladly 

here.*  (40) 

'  I  graunte,  y-wis,'  quod  he,  '  but  I  mot 

thinke 
Up-on  som  honest  thing,   whyl  that  I 

drinke.' 
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THE    PROLOGUE    OF    THE 
PARDONERS   TALE. 


Here  folweth  the  Prologe  of  the  Pardoners  Tale. 
Radix  nuUorum  eat  Cupiditaa:  Ad  TMmotJieum^  aexto. 


'  JjORDisroB,*  qnod  ho,  '  in  chirchos  whan  I 

preche, 
I  lyoyne  me  tohan  an  hanteyn  Bi>oche,  330 
And  ringe  it  oat  as  round  ns  gooth  a  bello, 
For  I  con  al  by  rote  that  I  telle. 
My  theme  is  alwoy  oon,  and  ever  was — 
"  Radix  malortim  eat  Cupiditaa." 

First  I  pronounce  whonnesthat  I  come, 
And  than  my  bullcs  showo  I,  alio  and 

Bommo.  336 

Our  ligo  lordcs  soel  on  my  paten  to, 
Tliat  showo  I  first,  mylxxiy  to  waronto,(io) 
That  no  mnn  bo  so  l>old,  no  proost  no  clerk, 
Mo  to  destourbc  of  Cristos  holy  work ;  340 
And  after  that  than  telle  I  forth  my  tales, 
Bullcs  of  popes  and  of  cardinales, 
Of  patriarkos,  and  bislioppes  I  shewe  ; 
And  in  Liityn  I  siKiko  a  wordos  fowo, 
To  saffron  with  my  predicacioun,         345 
And  for  to  stiro  men  to  devocioun.       (18) 
Than  shewe  I  forth  mylongocristal  stones, 
Y-crammod  ful  of  cloutos  and  of  bones ; 
Roliks  been  they,  as  wcnon  they  cchoon. 
Than  have  I  in  latoun  a  sholder-boon  350 
'NMiich  that  was  of  an  holy  Jewes  shope. 
*'  Good  men,"  seye  I,  "  tak  of  my  wordes 

kepe ; 
If  tliat  this  boon  be  wassho  in  any  wello. 
If  cow,  or  coif,  or  sheep,  or  0x0  swello 
That  any  worm  hath  etc,  or  worm  y- 

stongo,  355 

Tnk  water  of  tliat  woUe,  and  wash  his 

tongc, 
And  it  is  hool  untm  ;  and  forthermoro, 
Of  iK)kkes  and  of  scabbo,  and  Gvei:^'8ore(3o) 


Shal  every  sheep  bo  hool,  that  of  this  wello 
Drinketh  a  draughto ;  tak  kepo  oek  what 

I  telle.  3^'<» 

I  f  that  the  good-man,  that  the  bestes  owot  h , 
Wol  ever>'  wike,  or  that  tho  cok  him 

croweth, 
Fastinge,  drinkcnof  this  woUo a  draughto. 
As  thilko  holy  Jewo  our  eldrcs  taughte. 
His  bestes  and  his  stoor  shal  multiplye.  3611 
And,  sirs,  also  it  holoth  jalousyo ; 
For,  though  a  man  bo  fallo  in  jalons  rago, 
Let  makon  with  tliis  water  his  i>otago,  (40) 
And  never  shal  ho  more  his  wyf  mistristo, 
Though  ho  the  sooth  of  hir  defauto  wisto  ; 
Al  IukI  she  taken  preostcs  two  or  three.  371 
Heer  is  a  mitoyn  eck,  that  3^0  may  soo. 
He  that  his  bond  wol  putte  in  this  mitoyn. 
He  shal  have  multiplying  of  his  greyn, 
Whan  he  hath  sowen,  be  it  whete  or  otes. 
So  that  he  ofFre  pons,  or  elU«s  grotos.    376 
Good  men  and  wummon,  o  thing  wamo 

lyow. 
If  any  wight  bo  in  this  chircho  now,  (•;») 
That  hath  doon  sinno  horrible,  that  ho 
Dar  nat,  for  shame,  of  it  y-slirivon  bo,  380 
Or  any  wommon,  be  she  yong  or  old, 
That  hath  y-maad  hir  housbond  cokewold, 
Swich  folk  shul  have  no  power  no  no  graco 
To  offron  to  my  roliks  in  this  place. 
And  who-so  findoth  him  out  of  swich 

blame,  385 

Ho  wol  com  up  and  offro  in  goddes  name, 
And  I  assoillo  him  by  tho  auctoritoo 
Which  that  by  bullo  y-graunt«d  was  to 

(60) 


me. 


If 
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By  this  gaude  have  I  wonne,  yeer  by 
ycer, 
An  hundred  mark  sith  I  was  Pardoner.      ' 
1  stonde  lyk  a  clerk  in  my  puli)et,         391 
And  whan  the  lewed  p<>i)le  is  donn  y-set, 
I  precho,  so  as  ye  han  hord  bifore, 
And  telle  an  hundred  false  japes  more. 
Than  poyne  I  me  to  streocho  forth  the 

nckke,  395 

And  est  and  west  nx>on  the  pople  I  bekko, 
As  dotli  a  dowvo  sitting  on  a  beme.      (69) 
M>ii  hondes  and  my  tonge  goon  so  yemc, 
That  it  is  joyo  to  see  my  bisinesse. 
Of  avaryce  and  of  swich  cnrsednesse   400 
Is  al  my  preching,  for  to  make  hem  free 
To  yove  lier  x>ens,  and  namely  nn-to  me. 
For  my  entente  is  nat  bnt  for  to  winne, 
And  no-tliing  for  correccionn  of  sinne.  404 
I  rokko  never,  whan  that  they  ben  beried, 
Though  that  her   sooles  goon  a-blake- 

bericd  ! 
For  certos,  many  a  predicacionn 
Comth  ofte  t jTne  of  jrvol  entencioun  ;  (80) 
Som  for  plosannce  of  folk  and  flatersre, 
To  been  aN'aunccd  by  ii>ocri9ye,  410 

.\nd  som  for  veyno  glorio,  and  som  ibr  hate. 
For,  whan  I  dar  non  other  woyes  debate, 
Than  wol  I  stinge  him  with  my  tonge 

smcrto 
In  preching,  so  that  he  shal  nat  asterte 
To  been  defamed  falsly,  if  that  he         415 
Hath  trcspasod  to  my  brethren  or  to  me. 
For,  though  I  tello  noght  his  propre  name, 
Men  shal  wol  knowethat  it  is  the  same  (90) 
By  signes  and  by  othere  circumstances. 
Thus   quyto   I   folk   that   doon   us   dis- 

plesanccs ;  420 

Thus  spitto  I  out  my  venlm  under  hewe 
Of  hol^-nesso,  to  seme  holy  and  trewe. 

But  shortly  mj-n  entente  I  wol  devyse  j 
I  preche  of  no-thing  but  for  coveityse. 
Thcribr  my  theme  is  yet,  and  ever  was — 


"  Radix  malorum  eit  cupiditas."  426 

Thus  can  I  procho  agayn  that  same  \'>'co 
Which  that  I  use,  and  that  is  avar^'ce.  (100) 
Bnt,  though  my-self  be  gilty  in  that  sinne, 
Yet  can  I  makon  other  folk  to  twinne  430 
From  avaryce,  and  sore  to  repente. 
But  that  is  nat  my  principal  entente. 
I  preche  no-thing  but  for  coveityse  ; 
Of  this  matero  it  oughto  y-nogh  suff j'sc. 
Than  telle  I  hem  cnsamplcs  many  oon 
Of  olde  stories,  longo  tjnno  agoon  :        436 
For  lewcd  peple  loven  talcs  olde  ; 
Swich  thinges  can  they  wel  rci>orto  and 

holdo.  (no) 

What?  trowe  ye,  the  whyles  I  may  preche, 
And  winno  gold  and  silver  for  I  teche,  440 
That  I  wol  live  in  i)ovort  will\illy  ? 
Nay,  nay,  I  thoghte  it  never  trowely  ! 
For  I  wol  preche  and  bogge  in  sondiy 

londes ; 
I  wol  not  do  no  labour  with  myn  hondes, 
Xe  make  baskettcs,  and  live  therby,     445 
Because  I  wol  nat  beggen  ydelly. 
I  wol  non  of  the  apostles  countcrfete  ; 
I  wol  have  money,  wolle,  chose,  and  whete, 
Al  were  it  yoven  of  the  povrest  i)age,  (lai) 
Or  of  the  povrest  widwo  in  a  village,   450 
Al  sholde  hir  children  stervo  for  famyne. 
Nay !  I  wol  drinke  licour  of  the  V3mo, 
And  have  a  joly  wenche  in  every  toun. 
But  herkneth,  lordings,  in  conclusioun ; 
Your  lyking  is  that  I  shal  telle  a  tale.  455 
Now,  have  I  dronke  a  draughte  of  corny 

ale, 
By  god,  I  hoi)e  I  shal  yow  telle  a  thing 
That  shal,  by  resoun,  been  at  your  lyking. 
For,  though    myself    be    a    ful  ^dcioui 

man, 
A  moral  tale  yet  I  yow  telle  can,  (133)  460 
Which  I  am  wont  to  preche,  for  to  winne. 
Now  holde    your  pees,   my  tale  I  wol 

beginne.' 
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THE   PARDONERS  TALE. 


Here  bigiimeth  the  Pardoners  Tale. 


I«  Flaundres  whyloxn  was  a  companye 
Of  yonge  folk,  that  haunteden  folye, 
As  ryot,  hasard,  st^wes,  and  tavemes,  465 
Wlier-as,  with  harpes,  Intos,  and  gitcmes, 
They  daunce  and  pleye  at  dees  bothe  day 

and  night,  (139) 

And  ete  also  and  drinkon  over  hir  might, 
Thnrgh  which  they  doon  the  devel  saori- 

fj-se 
With-iu  that  develos  temple,  in  cursed 

wj-se,  470 

By  snperflnitee  abhominable ; 
Hir  othes  been  so  gretc  and  so  dampnablo, 
That  it  is  grisly  for  to  here  hem  swore  ; 
Our  blissed  lordes  body  they  to-t«re ; 
Hem  thoughte  Jewes  rente  him  noght 

y-nough ;  475 

And  ech  of  hem  at  othores  sinne  lough. 
And  right  anon  than  comon  tombest^res 
Petys   and   smale,  and   yonge   fruytes- 

toros,  (150) 

Singers  with  harpes,  baudes,  waforores, 
Whiche  been  the  verray  develes  officeres 
To  kindle  and  blowe  the  fyr  of  lecherye, 
lliat  is  annexed  un-to  glotonye  ;  482 

The  holy  writ  take  I  to  my  witnesse, 
Tliat  luxurie  is  in  w>'n  and  dronkenesso. 
Lo,  how  that  dronkon  Loth,  unkindoly, 
I^y  by  his  doghtrcs  two,  unwitingly  ;  486 
So  dronke  he  was,   ho    niste  what    ho 

wroghto.  ( 159) 

Horodes,  (whoHBo  wel  the  stories  soghte), 
Whan  he  of  wyn  was  replet  at  his  feste. 
Bight  at  his  oweno  table  he  yaf  his  heste 
To  slcen  the  Baptist  John  ful  giltolees.  491 
Sonek  seith  eok  a  good  word  doutelees; 
He  seith,  he  can  no  difiference  finde 
Bitwix  a  man  that  is  out  of  his  minde 


And  a  man  which  that  is  dronkelewe,  495 
But  that  woodnesse,  y-fallen  in  a  shrewe, 
Perse veroth  longer  than  doth  dronkenosse. 
O  glotonye,  f\il  of  cursednesse,  (170) 

O  cause  first  of  our  confusioun, 
O  original  of  our  dampnacioun,  500 

Til  Crist  had  boght  us  with  his  blood 

agayn ! 
Lo,  how  dere,  shortly  for  to  sayn, 
Aboght  was  thilke  cursed  vileinye  ; 
Corrupt  was  al  this  world  for  glotonye ! 

Adam  our  fader,  and  his  wyf  also,    505 
Fro  Paradys  to  labour  and  to  wo 
Woro  driven  for  that  vyce,  it  is  no  drede ; 
For  whyl  that  Adam  fasted,  as  I  redv,  ( i8u) 
He  was  in  Paradys ;  and  whan  that  he 
Eet  of  the  fru^'t  defended  on  the  tree,  510 
Anon  ho  was  out-cast  to  wo  and  pejme. 
O  glotonye,  on  thee  wel  oghte  us  pleyno! 
O,  wiste  a  man  how  many  maladyea 
Folwen  of  excesso  and  of  glotonyes, 
He  wolde  boon  the  more  mesurable      515 
Of  his  diete,  sittingo  at  his  table. 
Alias !    the    shorto    throte,    the    tendru 

mouth, 
Kaketh  that,  Est  and  West,  and  North 

and  South,  (19^) 

In  erthe,  in  eir,  in  water  men  to>swinko 
To  gete  a  glotoun    deyntee    mote    and 

drinke !  53» 

Of  this  matere,  o  Paul,  wol  canstow  troto, 
*  Mete  un-to  wombe,  and  wombe  eek  un-to 

mote, 
Shal  god  destroyen  botho,*  as  Paulus  seith. 
Alias !  a  foul  thing  is  it,  by  my  feith,  524 
To  seye  this  word,  and  fouler  is  the  dode. 
Whan  man  so  drinketh  of  the  whyte  and 

rede, 
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That  of  his  throto  he  maketh  his  privoe, 
Thurgh  thilke  cursed  superfloitee.     (aoo) 

The  apostel  weping  soith  fnl  pitously, 
*  Ther  wiUken  many  of  whiche  yow  told 

have  I,  530 

I  seyo  it  now  weping  with  pitoufl  voys, 
[Tliut]  they  boon  enemys  of  Cristes  croys, 
Of  wliiche  the  ende  is  deeth,  woxnbe  is 

her  god.' 
O  wombo  !  O  bely  !  O  stinking  cod, 
Fulfild  of  donge  and  of  corrupcioun !    535 
At  either  ende  of  thee  foal  is  the  sonn. 
How  greet  labour  and  cost  is  thee  to 

findo! 
Til  ise  cokes,  how  they  stampe,  and  Btreyno, 

and  grinde,  (210) 

And  tumcn  substaunce  in-to  accident, 
To  fultlUe  al  thy  likerous  talent !  540 

Out  of  the  harde  bones  knokke  they 
The  nmr>%  for  they  caste  noght  a-wey 
That  may  go  thurgh  the  golet  softe  and 

swoto ; 
Of  spicorye,  of  leef,  and  bark,  and  rote 
Shal  been  his  sauce  y-maked  by  delyt,  545 
To  make  him  yet  a  newer  appetyt. 
But  certes,  ho  that  haunteth  swich  delyoes 
Is  deed,  whyl  that  ho  liveth  in  tho  vyces. 
A  lecherous  thing  is  wyn,  and  dronke- 

ucsso  (231)  549 

Is  ful  of  stryving  and  of  wrecchednease. 
O  dronko  man,  disfigured  is  thy  face, 
Sour  is  thy  breoth,  foul  artow  to  embrace. 
And  thurgh  thy  dronke  nose  semeth  the 

soun 
As  though  thou  seydest  ay  'Sampsoun, 

Sami)Soun  '; 
And  yet,  god  wot,  Sampsoun  drank  neyer 

no  w>Ti.  555 

Thou  faUost,  as  it  were  a  stiked  swjm  ; 
Thy  tongo  is  lf»t,  and  al  thyn  honest  cure ; 
¥oT  dronkenesse  is  verray  sepulture  (250) 
Of  mannes  wit  and  his  discrecioun.      559 
In  whom  that  drinke  hath  dominacionn, 
Ho  can  no  conseil  kepo,  it  is  no  drede. 
Now  kciK)  yow  fro  the  whjrte  and  fro  the 

reilo, 
And  namely  fro  the  whyte  wyn  of  Lepe, 
That  is  to  selle  in  Fish-strete  or  in  Chepe. 
This  wyn  of  Spajme  crepeth  subtniy    565 
In  othcre  wynes,  gnnowing  faste  by, 
Of  which  ther  ryseth  swich  fnmositee, 


That  whan  a  man  hath  dronken  dianghtes 

three,  (340) 

And  weneth    that    he    be  at   hoom  in 

Chepe, 
He  is  in  Spayne,  right  at  the  tonne  of 
Lepe,  570 

Nat  at  the  Bochel,  ne  at  Burdeux  tonn  ; 
And  thanne  wol  he   seye,   'Sampsonn, 
Sampsoun.' 
But  herkneth,  lordings,  o  word,  I  yow 
preye. 
That  alle  the  sovereyn  aotes,  dar  I  seye, 
Of  victories  in  th'olde  testament,  575 

Thurgh  verray  god,  that  is  omnipotent. 
Were  doon  in  abstinence  and  in  preyere ; 
Loketh  the  Bible,  and  ther  ye  may  it 
lere.  (250) 

Loke,  AttUa,  the  grete  conqneronr, 
Dcyde  in  his  sleep,  with  shame  and  dis- 
honour, 5K0 
Bledinge  ay  at  his  nose  in  dronkenesse ; 
A  capitayn  shoulde  live  in  sobronesse. 
And  over  al  this,  avyseth  yow  right  wel 
What  was  comaunded  un-to  Lamuel — 
Nat  Samuel,  but  Lamuel,  seye  I —       585 
Kedeth  the  Bible,  and  finde  it  cxpresly 
Of  wyn-yeving  to  hem  that  han  justyse. 
Na-more  of  this,  for  it  niiay  wel  suffyse.  (a6t>) 
And  now  that  I  have  spoke  of  glotonye, 
Now  wol  I  yow  defenden  hasardrye,    590 
Hasard  is  verray  moder  of  Icsinges, 
And  of  deceite,  and  cursed  forsweringes, 
Blaspheme  of  Crist,  manslanghtre,  and 

wast  also 
Of  catel  and  of  tyme  ;  and  forthcrrao, 
It  is  repreve  and  contrarie  of  honour  595 
For  to  ben  holde  a  commune  hasardoor. 
And  ever  the  hygr  he  is  of  estaat, 
The  more  is  he  holden  desolaat.  (270) 

If  that  a  prince  useth  hasardrye, 
In  alle  govemannce  and  policye  600 

He  is,  as  by  commune  opinioun, 
Y-holde  the  lasse  in  reputacioun. 

Stilbon,  that  was  a  wys  embassadonr, 
Was  sent  to  Corinthe,  in  ful  greet  honour, 
Fro  Lacidomie,  to  make  hir  alliaance.  605 
And  whan  he  cam,  him  happede,  par 

chaunce, 
That  alle  the  grettest  that  were  of  that 

lend, 
Pleyinge  atte  haaard  he  hem  fond.     (aSo) 
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For  which,  as  sone  as  it  mighte  be,     609 
He  stal  him  hoom  agayn  to  hia  oontrec, 
And  seyde, '  ther  wol  I  nat  leso  xny  name ; 
N*  I  wol  nat  take  on  me  so  greet  defame, 
Yow  for  to  allyo  un-to  none  hasardours. 
Sendcth  othoro  wyso  cmbassadours ;     614 
For,  by  my  troutho,  me  were  lever  dye. 
Than  I  yow  sholdo  to  hasardours  allye. 
For  yo  that  l)cen  so  glorious  in  honours 
Shul  nat  allyen  yow  with  hasardours  (290) 
As  by  my  wil,  no  as  by  my  tretce.' 
This  wyse  philosophre  thus  seyde  he.  620 

Loko  oek  that,  to  the  king  Demetrius 
The  king  of  Parthes,  as  the  book  seith  us, 
Sente  him  a  paire  of  dees  of  gold  in  scorn, 
For  he  hadde  used  hasard  thor-bifom ; 
For   which  he  hoeld  his  glorie  or  his 

renoun  6^$ 

At  no  value  or  reputadoun. 
Lordes  may  finden  other  maner  pley 
Honeste  y-nough  to  dryve  the  day  awey. 
Now  wol  I  spoke  of  othes  false  and 

grete  (5<)i) 

A  word  or  two,  as  olde  bokes  trote.       630 
Qret  swering  is  a  thing  abhominablo. 
And  false  swering  is  yet  more  reprevable. 
The  heigho  god  forbad  swering  at  al, 
Witnosso  on  Mathew ;  but  in  special 
Of  swering  seith  the  holy  Joremye,      635 
*Thou  shalt  seye  sooth  thyn  othes,  and 

nat  lye. 
And  swero  in  dome,  and  eek  in  rightwis- 

nosse;' 
But  ydel  swering  is  a  cursednesse.     (310) 
Bihold  and  see,  that  in  the  flrsto  table 
Of  hcighe  goddos  hestes  honurable,     640 
How  that  the  seconde  heste  of  him  is  this — 
'  Tak  nat  my  name  in  >'del  or  amis.' 
Lo,  rather  he  forbedeth  swich  swering 
Than  homicyde  or  many  a  cursed  thing ; 
I  seye  that,  as  by  ordre,  thus  it  stondeth ; 
This   knowen,    that   his   hestes   under- 

stondeth,  646 

How  that  the  second   heste  of  god  is 

that. 
And  farther  over,  I  wol  thee  telle  al  plat. 
That  vengeance  shal  nat  parten  from  his 

hous,  (3ai) 

That  of  his  othes  is  to  ontiageous.        650 
'By  goddcs  precious  herte,  and  by  his 

najlei, 


And  by  the  blode  of  Crist,  that  it  is  in 

Hayles, 
Seven  is  my  chaunce,  and  thyn  is  cink 

and  treye ; 
By  goddes  armes,  if  thou  falsly  ploye, 
This  dagger  shal  thurgh-out  thyu  herto 

go '—  655 

This  fruyt  cometli  of  the  biochcd  bonos  two, 
Forsworing,  ire,  falsnosso,  homicj-de.  (329) 
Now,  for  the  love  of  Crist  that  for  us  dyde, 
Leveth  your  othes,  bothe  grete  and  smalo ; 
But,  sirs,  now  wol  I  telle  forth  my  tale.  660 

Thise  ryotoures  three,  of  whiche  I  telle, 
Longe  erst  er  pryme  rong  of  any  belle, 
Were  set  hem  in  a  taveme  for  to  driiike ; 
And  as  they  satte,  they  herdo  a  l)ollo  clinko 
Bifom  a  oors,  was  caried  to  his  grave ;  665 
That  oon  of  hem  gan  callon  to  his  knave, 

*  Go  bet,'  quod  ho,  *  and  axe  redily,  (339) 
What  cors  is  this  that  passeth  heer  for  by ; 
And  look  that  thou  reporto  his  name  wol.' 

^  Sir,'  quod  this  boy,  '  it  nedeth  never- 
a-deL  670 

It  was  me  told,  er  ye  cam  hccr,  two  houros ; 
He  was,  pardee,  an  old  folawe  of  youres ; 
And  sodeynly  he  was  y-sla>ii  to-night, 
For-dronke,  as  he  sat  on  his  bench  up- 
right; 
Ther  cam  a  priveo  theef,  men  clepeth 
Deeth,  675 

That  in  this  oontree  al  the  i)eple  slooth. 
And  with  his  spere  he  smoot  his  herte 
a-two,  (349) 

And  wente  his  wey  with-outen  wordos  ma 
He  hath  a  thousand  slayn  this  pestilence  : 
And,  maister,  er  ye  come  in  his  presence. 
Me  thinketh  that  it  were  necessarie  6S1 
For  to  be  war  of  swich  an  adversario : 
Beth  redy  for  to  mete  him  evermore. 
Thus  taughte  me  my  dame,  I  sey  na-more.* 

*  By  seinte  Marie,'  seyde  this  tavemer,  685 
'  The  child  seith  sooth,  for  he  hath  slayn 

thisyeer, 
Henne  over  a  myle,  with-in  a  greet  village. 
Both  man  and  womman,  child  and  hyne, 

and  page.  (360) 

I  trowe  his  habitaoioun  be  there ; 
To  been  avysed  greet  wisdom  it  were,  690 
Er  that  he  dide  a  man  a  dishonour.' 

*  Ye,  goddet  axmes,'  good  this  xyotonr, 
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*  Is  it  Bwich  peril  with  him  for  to  mete? 

I  sliol  him  suke  by  wey  and  eek  by  strete, 
I  make  avow  to  goddes  digno  bones  I  695 
Herkneth,  folawcs,  we  three  been  al  ones ; 
Lat  och  of  ns  holde  up  his  bond  til  other, 
And  cch  of  us  bicomen  otheres  brother,  (370) 
And  we  wol  sleon  this  false  traytour  Deeth ; 
He  shal  be  sla^oi,  which  that  so  many 

sleeth,  70U 

By  goddos  dignitee,  er  it  be  night.' 
Togidros  han  thise  three  her  tronthra 

plight, 
To  live  and  dycn  ech  of  hem  for  other, 
As  though  he  wore  his  owene  y-boren 

brother. 
And  up  they  sterte  al  dronken,  in  this 

rage,  705 

And  forth  they  goon  towardcs  that  village, 
Of  which  the  tavomer  had  spoke  bifom. 
And  many  a  grisly  00th  than  han  they 

sworn,  (580) 

And  Cristes  blessed  body  they  to-rente — 

*  Decth  shal  bo  deed,  if  thiit  they  may  him 

hente.'  710 

Whan  they  han  goon  nat  ftilly  half  a 

myle, 
Bight  as  they  wolde  han  troden  over  a 

style, 
An  old  man  and  a  x>ovre  with  hem  mette. 
Tliis  olde  man  ful  mokely  hem  grette. 
And  soyde  thus,  '  now,  lordes,  god  3row 

see ! '  715 

Tlio  proudest  of  thise  lyotourea  three 
Answerde  agayn,  *  what  ?  carl,  with  sory 

grace,  (389) 

"Why  ortow  al  forwrapped  save  thy  face  ? 
WTiy  livestow  so  longo  in  so  greet  ago  ?  * 

This  olde  man  gtui  loke  in  his  visage,  720 
And  seyde  thus,  *  for  I  ne  can  nat  finde 
A  man,  though  that  I  walked  in-to  Inde, 
Neither  in  citee  nor  in  no  village, 
That  wolde  chaunge  his  yonthe  for  myn 

age; 
And  therfore  moot  I  han  myn  age  stille. 
As  longe  time  as  it  is  goddes  wills.        716 
No  deeth,  alias !  ne  wol  nat  han  my  lyf ; 
Thus  walke  I,  lyk  a  restelecs  caityf,  (400) 
And  on  the  ground,  which  is  my  modres 

gate, 
Iknokke  with  my  staf,  bothe  erly  and  late, 
And  seye,  "  leve  moder,  leet  me  in  1     731 


Lo,  how  I  vanish,  flesh,  and  blood,  and 

skin  ! 
Alias !  whan  shul  my  bones  been  at  reste  f 
Moder,  with  yow  wolde  I  channge  my 

cheste,  734 

That  in  my  chambre  longe  tymo  hath  be, 
Ye !  for  an  heyre  clout  to  wrappe  mo !  ** 
But  yet  to  me  she  wol  nat  do  that  grace, 
For  which  ful  pale  and  welkcd  is  my  face. 
But,  sirs,  to  yow  it  is  no  curteisye  (411) 
To  speken  to  an  old  man  vileinye,        740 
But  he  tr^passe  in  worde,  or  elles  in  d^e. 
In  holy  writ  ye  may  your-self  wel  rede, 
"  Aga3nis  an  old  man,  hoorupon  his  heed, 
Ye  sholde  aiyse;"  wherfor  I  3^0 ve  jrow 

reed. 
No  dooth  un-to  an  old  man  noon  harm 

now,  745 

Na-more  than  ye  wolde  men  dide  to  yow 
In  age,  if  that  ye  so  longe  abyde  ; 
And  god  be  with  yow,  wher  ye  go  or  ryde. 
I  moot  go  thider  as  I  have  to  go.*        (421) 
'  Nay,  olde  cherl,  by  god,  thou  shalt  nat 

«>»'  750 

Seyde  this  other  hasardour  anon  ; 

^  Thou  partest  nat  so  lightly,  by  seint  John ! 

Thou  spak  right  now  of  thilke  traitonr 

Deeth, 
That  in  this  contree    olle   our  frendes 

sleeth. 
Have  heer  my  trouthe,  as  thou  art  his 

aspye,  755 

Tel  wher  he  is,  or  thou  shalt  it  abye. 
By  god,  and  by  the  holy  sacrament ! 
For  soothly  thou  art  oon  of  his  assent,  (430) 
To  sleen  us  yonge  folk,  thou  false  theef ! ' 
'  Now,  sirs,*  quod  ho,  *  if  that  yow  be  m> 

leef  760 

To  finde  Deeth,  tume  up  this  crofkod 

wey. 
For  in  that  grove  I  lafte  him,  by  my  f^y, 
Under  a  tree,  and  ther  he  wol  abyde  ; 
Nat  for  your  boost  he  wol  him  no-^hing 

hyde. 
See  ye  that  00k  ?  right  ther  ye  shul  him 

finde.  765 

God  save  yow,  that  boghte  agayn  man- 

kinde. 
And  yow  amende !  * — ^thus  leyde  this  olde 

man. 
Andeveriohof  thlMzyotoaresxan,   (440} 
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Til  he  cam  to  that  tree,  and  ther  they 

foundo 
Of  florins  fyne  of  goldo  y-coyned  rounde 
Wei    ny    an    cighte    busahels,    as    hem 

thooghte.  771 

Nolenger  thanne  aft«r  Deeth  they  songhte, 
But  ech  of  hem  so  glad  was  of  that  sighte, 
For  that  the  florins  been  so  faire  and 

brighte, 
That  donn  they  sette  hem  by  this  precious 

hord,  775 

The  worste  of  hem  he  spake  the  flrste  word. 

'  Brethren,'  quod  he,  *  tnk  kepe  what  I 

soye; 
My  wit  is  greet,  though  that  I  bonrde  and 

pleyc.  (450) 

This  tresor  hath  fortune  un-to  us  yiven, 
In  mirtho  and  jolitoe  our  lyf  to  liven,  780 
And  lightly  as  it  comth,  so  wol  wo  spende. 
£y !  goddes  precious  dignitee !  who  wende 
To-day,  that  we  sholde  han  so  fair  a  grace? 
But  mighte  this  gold  be  caried  iro  this 

place  784 

Hoom  to  myn  hous,  or  elles  un-to  youres — 
For  wol  yo  woot  that  al  this  gold  is  oures — 
Than  wore  wo  in  heigh  feliciteo. 
But  trewely,  by  dayo  it  may  nat  be ;  (460) 
Hen  wolde   seyn  that  we  were  theves 

stronge,  789 

And  for  our  owene  tresor  doon  us  honge. 
This  tresor  moste  y-caried  be  by  nighte 
As  wysly  and  as  slyly  as  it  mighte. 
Whcrfore  I  rede  that  cut  among  us  alio 
Be  drawo,  and  lat  see  wher  the  cut  wol 

faUe; 
And  he  that  hath  the  cut  with  herte  bl3rthe 
Shal  renno  to  the  toune,  and  that  ful 

swythe,  796 

And  bringe  us  breed  and  wjm  ful  prively. 
And  two  of  us  shul  kepen  subtilly      (470) 
This  tresor  wol ;  and,  if  he  wol  nat  tarie, 
Whan  it  is  night,   we  wol   this  tresor 

cario  800 

By  oon  assent,  wher-os  us  thinketh  best.' 
That  oon  of  hem  the  cut  broughte  in  his 

fest. 
And  bad  hem  drawe,  and  loke  wher  it  wol 

falle; 
And  it  fil  on  the  yongeste  of  hem  alio ; 
And  forth  toward  the  toun  be  wente  anon. 
And  al-flo  sone  as  that  he  was  gon,       806 


That  oon  of  hem  spak  thus  un-to  that 
other, 

*  Thou  knowest  wel  thou  art  my  swonie 

brother,  (480) 

Thy  profit  wol  I  telle  thee  anon. 
Thou  woost  wel  that  our  felawo  is  agon ; 
And  hecr  is  gold,  and  that   ful  greet 

plentee,  81 1 

That  shal  departed  been  among  us  three. 
But  natheles,  if  I  can  shape  it  so 
That  it  departed  were  among  us  two, 
Hadde  I  nat  doon  a  frcendes  torn  to  thee?' 
That  other  answerde,  *  I  noot  how  that 

may  be ;  816 

He  woot  how  that  the  gold  is  with  us 

tweye, 
What  shal  we  doon,  what  shal  we  to  him 

seye?'  (49- ») 

'Shal  it  bo  conseil?'  soyde  the  flrste 

shrewe, 

*  And  I  shal  tnllen  thee,  in  wordes  fewe. 
What  we  slial  d(.H>u,  and  bringe  it  wel 

aboute.'  821 

*  I  graunto,'  quod  that  other,  *  out  of 

doute. 
That,  l)y  my  tn>uthe,  I  wol  thee  nat  bi- 
wreye.' 

*  Now,'  quod  the  flrste,  '  thou  woost  wel 

we  be  tweyo,  8^4 

And  two  of  us  shul  stronger  be  than  oon. 
Look  whan  that  ho  is  set,  and  right  anoon 
Aiys,  as  though  thou  woldest  with  him 

pleye; 
And  I  shal  xyvo  him  thurgh  the  ^ydes 

tweye  0!<*>) 

Whyl  that  thou  strogelest  with  him  as  in 

game. 
And  with  thy  dagger  look  thou  do  the 

same ;  830 

And  than  shal  al  this  gold  departed  be, 
My  dere  freend,  bitwixen  me  and  thee ; 
Than  may  we  bothe  our  lustes  al  fulfille, 
And  pleyo  at  dees  right  at  our  oweno 

wiUe.' 
And  thus   acordcd  been  thise   shrewes 

tweye  8j»5 

To  sleen  the  thridde,  as  yo  han  herd  nxe 

seye. 
This  yongest,  which  that  wente  nn-to 

the  toun, 
Fol  ofte  in  herte  he  rolleth  up  and  doon 
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The  beatitee  of  thise  florins  newe  and 

brighte.  (511) 

*  O  lord ! '  quod  lio,  '  if  so  were  that  I 

mighto  84a 

Have  al  this  trcsor  to  my-solf  ollono, 
Tlior  is  no  man  that  liveth  tmdcrthe  trono 
Of  g^,  that  sholde  live  so  xnery  as  I ! ' 
And  attc  histe  the  feend,  oar  enemy, 
Putto  in  his  thought  that  he  shold  pojrson 

beye,  845 

With  which  he  mighto  sleen  his  felawes 

twcyo  ; 
For-why  the  feond  fond  him  in  swich 

Ijrvinge,  (519) 

That  he  had  levc  him  to  sorwe  bringe, 
For  this  was  outrely  his  folio  entente 
To  sleen  hem  botho,  and  never  to  rcpente. 
And  forth  ho  gooth,  no  longer  wolde  he 

tarie,  851 

Into  the  tonn,  nn-to  a  i>othccarie, 
And   preyed    him,   that    he   him  wolde 

soUo 
Som  i>oyson,  that  he  mighte  his  rattes 

qnollo ; 
And  cek  ther  was  a  iK>lcat  in  his  hawe, 
That,   as   he   seydc,  his   capoons  hadde 

y-slawe,  856 

And  fayn   he  wolde   wreke   him,  if  he 

mighto, 
On  vermin,  that  destroyed  him  by  nighte. 
The  pothecarie  answcrde,  'and  thou 

shalt  have  (531) 

A  thing  that,  al-so  god  my  soole  save,  860 
In  al  this  world  ther  nis  no  creature, 
That  eto  or  dnmke  hath  of  this  confiture 
Xoght  but  tho  mountance  of  a  com  of 

w^hote, 
That  he  ne  shal  his  Ij'f  anon  forlote  ; 
Ye,  stcrve  ho  shal,  and  that  in  lasso  whyle 
Tlian  thou  wolt  goon  a  paas  nat  but  a 

mylo ;  866 

Til  is  poyson  Ls  so  strong  and  violent.* 
This  cursed    man  hath   in   his  hond 

y-hont  (540) 

This  i>o,\'son  in  a  box,  and  sith  ho  ran 
In-to  tho  nexto  strete,  nn-to  a  man,      870 
And  borwed  [ofjliim  large  hotels  three  ; 
And  in  tho  two  his  poyson  poured  he ; 
Tho  thriddo  he  kopte  clene  for  his  drinke. 
For  al  the  night  he  shoop  him  for  to 

swinke  874 


In  caryinge  of  the  gold  out  of  that  place. 
And  whan  this  ryotour,  with  sory  grace, 
Had  fiUed  with  wyn  his  grete  hotels  three, 
To  his  felawes  agayn  repaireth  he.  (550) 
What  nedeth  it  to  sermone  of  it  more? 
For  right  as  they  had  cast  his  deeth  biforo, 
Right  so  they  han  him  slayn,  and  that 

anon.  881 

And  whan  that  this  was  doon,  thus  spak 

that  oon, 
'  Now  lat  ns  sitte  and  drinke,  and  make 

us  merie. 
And  afterward  we  wol  his  body  bene.' 
And  with  that  word  it  happed  him,  par 

cas,  885 

To  take  the  hotel  ther  the  poyson  was. 
And  drank,  and  yaf  his  felawe  drinke  also, 
For  which  anon  they  stor\'en  bothe  two. 

But,  certes,  I  suppose  that  Avicon    (561) 
Wroot  never  in  no  canon,  ne  in  no  fen. 
Mo  wonder  signes  of  empoisoning         891 
Than  hadde  thise  wrecches  two,  er  hir 

ending. 
Thus  ended  been  thise  homicydos  two, 
And  eek  the  false  empoysoner  also. 

O  cursed  sinne,  fnl  of  cursednesse !  895 
O  traytours  homicj'de,  o  wikkednesse ! 

0  glotonye,  luxurie,  and  hasardrye  !  (569) 
Thou  blasphemour  of  Crist  with  vileinj'e 
And  othes  grete,  of  usago  and  of  pryde ! 
Alius !  mankindo,  how  may  it  bityde,  900 
That  to  thy  creatour  which  that  thee 

wroghte. 
And  with  his  precious  hcrte-blood  thee 

boghte. 
Thou  art  so  fals  and  so  unkinde,  alias ! 
Now,  goodo  men,  god  forgove  yow  your 

trespas,  904 

And  ware  yow  fro  tho  sinne  of  avaryce. 
Myn  holy  pardoun  may  yow  alle  waryco, 
So  that  ye  oifre  nobles  or  sterlinges, 
Or  elles  silver  broches,  sponcs,  ringes.  (580) 
Boweth  your  heed  under  this  holy  bolle ! 
Cometh  up,  ye  wyves,  offreth  of  your 

wollo !  910 

Your  name  I  cntro  heer  in  my  roUo  anon ; 
In-to  the  blisse  of  hevene  shul  ye  gon ; 

1  yow  assoile,  by  myn  heigh  power, 
Yow  that  wol  offre,  as  clene  and  eek  as 

cleer 
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As  ye  were  bom;  and,  lo,  sirs,  thns  I 

proclio.  915 

And  Jcsu  Crist,  that  is  otir  sonles  loche, 
80  graontct  yow  his  pardon  to  recoyve  ; 
For  that  is  best ;  I  wol  yow  nat  decc3'\'e. 

But  sirs,  o  word  forgat  I  in  my  tale,  (591) 
I  have  relikcs  and  jmrdon  in  my  male,  9/0 
As  fairo  as  any  man  in  Engolond, 
IVhicho  wore  me  yeven  by  the  popes  hond. 
If  any  of  yow  wol,  of  devocionn, 
Offren,  and  han  1113m  absolucioxm, 
Ck>meth  forth  anon,  and  kncleth  heer 

adoun,  935 

And  mekely  receyveth  my  pardoun  : 
Or  ellcs,  taketh  pardon  as  ye  wende,  (599) 
Al  newe  and  fresh,  at  every  tonnes  ende, 
80  that  ye  offren  alwoy  newe  and  newe 
Nobles  and  pens,  wliich  that  be  gode  and 

trewe.  930 

It  is  an  honour  to  ovorich  that  is  heer. 
That  ye  mowo  have  a  suffisant  pardoneer 
Tassoille  3'ow,  in  contree  as  ye  ryde. 
For  aventiires  which  that  may  bityde. 
Fdravonture  ther  may  falle  oon  or  two  935 
Doun  of  his  hors,  and  breko  his  nekke 

atwo. 
Look  which  a  scuretce  is  it  to  yow  alle 
That  I  am  in  j-our  felaweship  y-fallo,  (610) 
That  may  assoillo  yow,  botlie  more  and 

lasse, 
Whan  tliat  the  soule  slial  fro  the  body 

I>asse.  940 

I  rode  that  our  hoste  hcor  shal  biginne. 
For  ho  is  most  onvoluped  in  sinne. 
Com  forth,  sir  hoste,  and  offre  first  anon. 
And  thou  shalt  kisse  the  reliks  everichon. 


Ye,  for  a  gn>te !  unbokel  anon  thy  i>nr8.* 
•Naj',   naj*,'   quod    ho,    'than    have   I 

Cristes  curs !  1146 

Lat  be,*   quod   he,    'it  shal   nat  be,   so 

thee'ch ! 
Thou  woldest  make  me  kisse  th^ii  oM 

breech,  (63t)) 

And  swere  it  wore  a  relik  of  a  scint, 
Thogh  it  were  with  thy  fundemeut  de- 

peint !  0^0 

But  by  the  crop's  which  that  soint  Eleyne 

fond, 
I  woldo  I  hadde  thy  coillons  in  myn  hond 
In  stcde  of  relikes  or  of  st>intuarie ; 
Lat  cutte  hem  of,  I  wol  thee  helpe  hem 

carie; 
They  shul  be  shrjiiod  in  an  hoggos  lord.* 
This  pardoner  answerde  nat  a  word ;  956 
So  wrooth  he  was,  no  word  no  wolde  he 

Beye. 
*  Now,*  quod  our  host,  •  I  wol  no  lenger 

ploj*e  (630) 

With  thee,  newith  noon  other  angry  man.' 
But  right  anon  the  wortliy  Knight  bigan, 
Wlian  that  ho  saugh  that  al  tlie  peplo 

lough,  961 

'  Na-moro  of  this,  for  it  is  right  y-nongh  ; 
Sir  Pardoner,  be  glad  and  mery  of  chere ; 
And  3'e,  sir  host,  that  been  to  mo  so  derc, 
I  prey  yow  that  ye  kisse  the  Pardoner.  965 
And  Pardoner,  I  prey  thee,  drawe  thee 

neer. 
And,  as  wo  didcn,  lat   us  laughe  and 

plej'e.'  (630) 

Anon  they  kiste,   and  riden   forth  hlr 

weye.  [T.  1290J 


Here  is  ended  the  Pardoners  Tale. 


{For  T.  15903,  8ee  p.  492). 
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GEOUP  D. 


THE  WIFE  OF  BATH'S  PROLOGUE. 


The  Prologe  of  the  Wyves  Tale  of  Bathe. 


'  ExPERirxcR,  though  noon  anctoritee 
Wero  iu  this  world,  worj  right  y-nongh 

to  mo 
To  spcku  of  wo  that  is  in  mariage ; 
For,  lordingcs,  sith  I  twdf  yeer  was  of  age, 
Thonkod  be  god  that  is  otemo  on  lyve,    5 
Hoiisbondcs  at  chirohe-dore  I  have  had 

fy\e ; 
For  I  so  ol'to  havo  y-wedded  be ; 
And  alio  wero  worthy  men  in  hir  degree. 
But  mo  waa  told  corteyn,  nat  longe  agon  is, 
That  sith  that  Crist  no  wcnte  never  bat 

on  is  IU 

To  wodding  in  the  Cane  of  Galilee, 
That  l>y  the  same  cnsamplo  tanghte  he  mo 
That  I  no  sholde  wedded  be  but  ones. 
Ilorko  cck,  lo!  which  a  sharp  word  for 

tho  nonos 
Cesj'do  a  wollo  Jesus,  god  and  man,        15 
8pak  in  reprove  of  tho  Samaritan : 
"  Thou  hast  y-hatl  fyve  housbondes,"  quod 

he, 
"And  thilko  man,  the  which  that  hath 

now  thco, 
Is  iioght  thyn  housbond ;  '*  thus  seyde  he 

corteyn ; 
WTiat  that  ho  mente  thex^by,  I  can  nat 

seyn ;  ao 

But  that  I  axe,  why  tluit  the  fifthe  man 
Was  uoou  housbond  to  the  Samaritan? 
How  mnuyo  mighto  she  have  in  mariage? 
Yet  horde  I  novor  tellen  in  m3m  age 
Upon  this  nombre  diifinicioun ;  ^5 

Men  may  dovyno  and  glosen  up  and  doon. 
But  wol  I  wor^t  expres,  with-outc  lyo, 
God  bad  us  for  to  wexe  and  multiplye ; 
That  gcntil  text  can  I  wel  nnderstonde. 
Eek  wol  I  woot  he  seyde,  myn.  honsbondo 


Sholde  Icto  fader  and  modor,  and  take 

me;  31 

But  of  no  nombre  mencionn  made  he, 
Of  bigamye  or  of  octogamye  ; 
W^y  sholde  men  spoke  of  it  vileinyo  ? 

Lo,  here  the  wyse  king,  dan  Salomon ;  35 
I  trowe  he  haddo  w>'vcs  mo  than  oon  ; 
As,  woldo  god,  it  leveftd  wero  to  mo 
To  be  refresshed  half  so  offce  as  ho ! 
Which  yifto  of  god  haddo  he  for  alio  his 

wyvis ! 
No  man  hath  swich,  that  in  this  world 

alyve  is.  41) 

God  woot,  this  noble  king,  as  to  my  wit, 
The  firste  night  had  many  a  mery  fit 
With  ech  of  hem,  so  wel  was  him  on  lyvo ! 
Blened  be  god  that  I  have  wedded  fyve  !* 
Welcome  the  sixte,  whan  that  over  ho 

shal.  45 

For  sothe,  I  wol  nat  kepe  me  chast  in  al ; 
Whan  myn  housbond  is  ftt>  the  world 

y-gon, 
Som  Cristen  man  shal  wo<ldo  me  anon ; 
For  thanne  th*apostlo  seith,  that  I  am 

free 
To  wedde,  a  godd's  half,  wher  it  lyketh 

me.  50 

He  seith  that  to  bo  wedded  is  no  sinne  ; 
Bet  is  to  bo  wedded  than  to  brinno. 
What  rekketh  me,  thq^h  folk  seyo  vileinye 
Of  shrewed  Lameth  and  his  bigamyo? 

*  Here  tome  MSS.  insert  the  /iMounnff  ffmtHnc 
(but  rejected)  lines  :— 
Of  whiche  I  liaro  y-piked  out  the  beste 
Bothe  of  hir  nether  pun  and  of  hir  cheste. 
Bivene  aoolen  maken  parflt  olerkei. 
Divert  praktik,  in  many  aondry  workea, 
.  Moketh  the  werknum  parflt  tekirlj. 
Of  tjre  husbondes  sooMring  am  I. 
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I  -woot  wel  Abraham  was  an  holy  man,  55 
And  Jacob  eok,  as  ferforth  as  I  can  ; 
And  ech  of  hem  hodde  wyves  mo  than 

two  ; 
And  many  another  holy  man  also. 
Whan  sangh  ye  ever,  in  any  maner  age, 
That  hyo  god  dcfendeil  mariage  60 

By  exprcs  word  ?   I  pray  yon,  t4)lloth  me ; 
Cv  whor  comanded  he  virginitee? 
I  woot  as  wel  as  yo,  it  is  no  drctle, 
Th'apostel,  whan  he  speketh  of  maydon- 

he<le; 
Ho  seyde,  that  precept  ther-of  haddo  he 

noon.  65 

Men  may  conseille  a  wommon  to  been  oon, 
Bat  conseilling  is  no  comandement ; 
He  pntto  it  in  onr  owcno  jogoment 
For  hadde  god  comanded  maydonhede, 
Thanno  hadde  he  dampned  wedding  vdth 

the  dede ;  70 

And  certcs,  if  ther  were  no  seed  y-sowe, 
Yii^nitee,  wher-of  than  sholde  it  growo? 
Poul  dorste  nat  comandon  atto  leste 
A  tiling  of  which  his  maister  yaf  noon 

hosto. 
The  dart  is  sot  up  for  virginitee  ;  75 

Caoche  who  so  may,  who  reuneth  best  lut 

see. 
But  this  word  is  nat  take  of  every  wight, 
But  tlier  OS  god  list  give  it  of  his  might. 
I  woot  wel,  that  th'apostel  was  a  maydo ; 
Bat  natholess,  thogh  that  ho  wroot  anil 

sayde,  80 

Ho  wolde  that  every  wight  wore  swich  as 

he, 
Al  nis  bat  conseil  to  virginitee ; 
And  for  to  boon  a  wyf,  ho  yaf  mo  love 
Of  indnlg^enco ;  so  it  is  no  roprcvo 
To  weddo  me,  if  that  my  make  dye,       85 
"With-oute  excepcionn  of  bigamj'o. 
Al  were  it  good  no  womman  for  to  toache, 
He  mont«  as  in  his  bed  or  in  his  coacho  ; 
For  peril  is  bothe  fyr  and  tow  t'assemble ; 
Yo    knowe    what    this    ensample    may 

rosomblo.  90 

This  is  al  and  som,  ho  hoold  virginitee 
More  parfit  thun  wedding  in  freletee. 
Freelt(>o  clopo  I,  but-if  that  ho  and  she 
Woldc  Icdon  nl  hir  Ij-f  in  chostttoc. 

I  gruanto  it  wol,  I  have  noon  envyo,  95 
Thogh  maydonhede  preferre  bigamyo ; 


Hem  lyketh  to  be  clone,  body  and  goost, 
Of  myn  estaat  I  nil  nat  make  no  boost. 
For  wel  ye  knowe,  a  lord  in  his  hooshold, 
He  hath  nat  every  vessel  al  of  gold  ;     iod 
Somme  been  of  tree,  and  doon  hir  lord 

Bervyse. 
God  clepeth  folk  to  him  in  sondry  wysc, 
And  everich  hath  of  god  a  propre  yifte, 
Som  this,  som  that, — as  him  lyketh  shifts. 
Virginitee  is  greet  perfeccioun,  105 

And  continence  eek  with  devocionn. 
But  Crist,  that  of  perfeccioan  is  wello, 
Bad  nat  every  wight  he  sholde  go  selle 
All  that  he  hadde,  and  give  it  to  the  pore, 
And  in  swich  wyse  folwe  him  and  his 

fore.  1 10 

Ho  spak  to  hem  that  wolde  live  i>arfitly;       ^ 
And  lordinges,  by  yonr  Icvc,  that  am  nat  T.     { 
I  wol  bistowe  the  flour  of  al  myn  age 
In  th'  actes  and  in  fruit  of  mariage. 

Telle  me  also,  to  what  conclusioun    115 
Were  membres  maad  of  generacioun, 
And     for    what     profit    was    a    wight 

y-wroght  ? 
Trasteth  right  wel,  they  wer  nat  moad 

for  iioght. 
Gloso  who-so  wole,  and  soyo  bothe  up  an<l 

donn, 
Tliat  they  were  maked  for  purgacioun  120 
Of  urine,  and  our  bothe  thingos  smale 
Wero   00k   to  knowe  a    femelo  from   a 

male, 
And  for  noon  other  cause  :  soy  yo  no  ? 
The  experience  woot  wol  it  is  noght  so : 
So  that   the   clerkos    bo    nat  with    mo 

wrothe,  125 

I  sey  this,  that  they  make<l  been  for  botho, 
This  is  to  soyo,  for  office,  and  for  cso 
Of  engondnire,  thcr  wo  nat  god  disploso. 
Wliy  sholde  men  ellcs  in  hir  bokos  sctto^ 
That  man    shal    yeldo  to    his  wyf  hir 

dotto?  150 

Now    wher-with    sholde    lie    make    his 

payement. 
If  he  no  used  his  sely  instrument  ? 
Than  wore  they  moad  ux>-on  a  creature. 
To  purge  uryne,  and  eok  for  engendrure. 
But  I  seye  noght  that  every  wight  is 

holde,  135 

That  hath  swich  hameys  as  I  to  yow 

tolde. 
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To  goon  and  nsen  hem  in  engendmre ; 
Than  sholde  men  take  of  chastitee  no 

cnre. 
Crist  was  a  maydo,  and  shapcn  as  a  man, 
And  many  a  seint,  sith  that  the  world 

bigan,  140 

Tet  lived  they  ever  in  parfit  chastitee. 
I  nil  envye  no  virginitee ; 
Lat  hem  be  breed  of  pnred  whete-seed, 
And  lat  us  wyves  hoten  barly-breed  ; 
And  yet  with  barly-breed,  Mark  telle  can, 
Our  lord  Jcsa  refresshed  many  a  man.  146 
In  swich  estaat  as  god  hath  cleped  ns 
I  wol  persevere,  I  nam  nat  prociooa 
In  wyfhodo  I  wol  use  myn  instrument 
As  frcly  as  my  maker  hath  it  sent.        150 
If  I  be  daungcrous,  god  yeve  me  sorwe  ! 
Myn  housbond  slial  it  have  bothe  eve  and 

morwo. 
Whan  that  him  list  com  forth  and  paye 

his  dottc. 
An  housbonde  I  wol  have,  I  nil  nat  lette, 
Which  shal  be  bothe  my  dettour  and  my 

tliral,  155 

And  have  his  tribulacioun  with-ol 
UiM>n  his  flessh,  whyl  that  I  am  his  wyf. 
I  have  the  i)Ower  duringe  al  my  lyf 
Ui)-on  his  propre  body,  and  noght  he. 
Right  thus  th*apostel  tolde  it  un-to  me  ; 
And  bad  our  housbondes  for  to  love  us 

wecL  161 

Al  this  sentence  me  lyketh  evory-deel  * — 
Ur  storte  tho  Pardoner,  and  that  anon, 
'Now  damo.*  quod  he,  'by  god  and  by 

seint  John. 
Ye  been  a  noble  prochour  in  this  cas !  165 
I  was  abouto  to  weddo  a  wyf;  alias ! 
What  sholdo  I  bye  it  on  my  flesh  so  dere? 
Yet  haddo  I  lever  wedde  no  wyf  to-yere !' 
'  Abyde ! '   quod  she,   '  my  tale  is  nat 

bigonno ;  169 

Nay,  thou  shalt  drinken  of  another  tonne 
Er  that  I  go,  shal  savouro  wors  than  ale. 
And  whnn  that  I  have  told  thee  forth 

my  talo 
Of  tribulacioun  in  mariage. 
Of  which  I  am  expert  in  al  myn  age, 
This    to    sejTi,   my-self   have    been    the 

whippc ;—  175 

Than  maystow  chcso  whether  thoa  wolt 

sippe 


Of  thilke  tonne  that  I  shal  abrocho. 
Be  war  of  it,  er  thou  to  ny  approche ;  * 
For  I  shal  telle  ensamples  mo  than  ten. 
Who-so  that  nil  be  war  by  othere  men,  180 
By  him  shul  othere  men  corrected  be. 
The  same  wordes  wiyteth  Ptholomee ; 
Bede  in  his  Almageste,  and  take  it  there.' 
'  Dame,  I  woldo  praye  yow,  if  your  wU    X 

it  were,* 

Sejrde  this  Pardoner,  '  as  ye  bigan,        185 

Telle  forth  your  tale,  8i>areth  for  no  man. 

And  techo  us  yonge  men  of  your  praktike.* 

'Gladly/  quod  she,  'sith  it  may  yow 

lyke. 
But  yet  I  praye  to  al  this  companye, 
If  that  I  speke  after  my  fantasye,         190 
As  taketh  not  a-grief  of  that  I  seye  ; 
For  myn  entente  nis  but  for  to  ploye. 
Now  sires,  now  wol  I  telle  forth  my 

tale. — 
As  ever  mote  I  drinken  yryn  or  ale, 
I  shal  seye  sooth,  tho  housbondes  that 

I  hadde,  195 

As  three  of  hem  were  gode  and  two  wefe 

badde. 
The  three  men  were  gode,  and  riche,  and 

oldo; 
Unnethe  might«  they  the  statnt  holdo 
In  which  that  they  were  boundon  un-to 

me.  i()g 

Ye  woot  wel  what  I  mene  of  this,  pardee ! 
As  help  me  god,  I  laugho  whan  I  thinke 
How  pitously  a-night  I  made  hem  swinke ; 
And  by  my  fey,  I  tolde  of  it  no  stoor. 
They  had  me  yoven  hir  gold   and  hir 

tresoor ; 
Me  neded  nat  do  longer  diligence         aog 
To  winne  hir  love,  or  doon  hem  reverence. 
They  loved  me  so  wel,  by  god  alx>ve. 
That  I  ne  tolde  no  deyntee  of  hir  love ! 
A  wys  womman  wol  sette  hir  ever  in  oon 
To  gete  hir  love,  ther  as  she  hath  noon,  a  10 
But  sith  I  hadde  hem  hoolly  in  myn  hond, 
And  sith  they  hadde  me  yeven  all  hir 

lond,  y 

What  sholdo  I  taken  hedo  hem  for  to      ^ 

plose. 
But  it  were  for  my  profit  and  myn  eso  ? 
1  sotto  hem  so  a-werko,  by  my  fey,        315 
That  many  a  night  they  songon  "wei- 

lawey ! " 
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Tho  baconn  was  nat  fot  for  hem,  I  trowe, 
That  Bom  men  han  in  Essex  at  Dnnmowe. 
I  governed  hem  so  wel,  after  my  hiwe, 
That  ech  of  hem  fol  blisfnl  was  and  fawe 
To  bringe  me  gayo  tliingesfro  thefayre.  221 
They  were  fol  glad  whan  I  spak  to  hem 

fayre; 
For  god  it  woot,  I  ohidde  hem  spitoosly. 

Now  horkneth,  how  I  bar  me  proprely, 

Ye  wyse  'wyves^  that  can  nnderstonde.  225 

Thus  shul  ye  spoke  and  bore  hem  wrong 

on  hondo ; 
For  half  so  boldoly  can  thor  no  man 
J      Swore  and  lyon  as  a  womman  can. 
I  sey  nnt  this  by  wyves  that  ben  wyse, 
Bat-ii'  it  be  whan  they  horn  misavyse.  230 
A  wys  wyf,  if  that  she  can  hir  good, 
Shal  boren  him  on  hond  the  cow  is  wood. 
And  take  witnosse  of  hir  oweno  mayde 
Of  hir  assent ;  but  horkneth  how  I  sajrde. 
**  Sir  olde  knynard,  is  this  thyn  array  ? 
Why  is  my  noighebores  wyf  so  gay  ?    236 
She  is  honoured  over-al  ther  she  goth ; 
I  sitte  at  hoom,  I  have  no  thrifty  cloth. 
What  dostow  at  my  neighebores  hous  ? 
Is  she  so  fair  ?  artow  so  amorous  ?        240 
What  rowne  ye  with  our  mayde?  ben"- 

cite! 
Sir  oldo  lochonr,  lat  thy  japes  be ! 
And  if  I  havo  a  gossib  or  a  freend, 
With-outen  gilt,  thou  chydest  as  a  feend. 
If  that  I  walke  or  plej^e  un-to  his  hous !  245 
Thou  comest  hoom  as  dronkon  as  a  mous, 
And  prcchcst  on  thy  bench,  with  yvel 

proef ! 
Thou  seist  to  mo,  it  is  a  greet  meschief 
To  wcdde  a  povro  womman,  for  costage ; 
And  if  that  she  be  riche,  of  heigh  parage, 
Than  seistow  that  it  is  a  tormentrye    251 
To  suffre  hir  pryde  and  hir  malencolyo. 
And  if  that  she  be  fair,  thou  verray  knave. 
Thou  seyst  that  every  holour  wol  hir  have ; 
She  may  no  whyle  in  chastitoo  al^o,  255 
Tliat  is  ossaillod  up-on  ech  a  s>'do. 

Thou    scyst,  som  folk  dosyre    us    for 

richesso, 
Som  for  our  sliap,  and  som  for  our  fair- 

uossc; 
And  som,  for  she  can  outher  singe  or 

daunce,  259 

And  som,  for  gontillcsse  and  daliaunco ; 


Som,  for  hir  handes  and  hir  armes  smale ; 
Thus  goth  al  to  the  devol  by  thy  tale. 
Thou  seyst,  men  may  nat  kepe  a  castel- 

wal; 
It  may  so  longe  assailled  been  over-al. 
And  if  that  she  be  foul,  thou  seist  that 

she  265 

Goveiteth  every  man  that  she  may  see ; 
For  as  a  spaynel  she  wol  on  him  lope. 
Til  that  she  finde  som  man  hir  to  chepe ; 
Ke  noon  so  grey  goos  goth  ther  in  the 

lake,  269 

As,  seistow,  that  wol  been  with-oute  make. 
And  seyst,  it  is  an  liard  thing  for  to  woldo 
A  thing  that  no  man  wol,  his  thankes, 

helde. 
Thus  seistow,  lorel,  whan  thow  gooet  to 

beddo; 
And  that    no  wys  man   ne<leth  for  to 

woddo,  274 

No  no  man  that  cntendcth  un-to  hcvene. 
With  wilde  thondcr-<iint  and  firy  levone 
Moto  thy  welked  nokke  l>o  to-broke  ! 
Thow  seyst  that  dropx)ing  houses,  and 

oek  smoke, 
And  chyding  wyvcs,  makon  men  to  flee 
Out  of  hir  owene  hous ;  a !  bett'cite  !     2Fc> 
What  eyleth  swich  an  old  man  for  to 

chydo  ? 
Thow  seyst,  wo  -wyyea  wol  our  vycos 

hydo 
Til  we  be  fast,  and  than  wo  wol  hem 

shewe ; 
Wel  may  that  bo  a  provcrbe  of  a  shrewc  ! 
Thou  seist,  that  oxen,  assos,  hors,  and 

houndos,  285 

They  been  assayed  at  diverse  stonndes ; 
Bacins,  lavours,  er  that  men  hem  b^'o, 
Spones  and  stoics,  and  al  swich  hous- 

bondrye, 
And  so  boon  pottos,  clothes,  and  array ; 
But  folk  of  wyvos  makcn  noon  assay    290   n; 
Til  they  be  wedded  ;  olde  dotnrd  shrewe  ! 
And  than,  seistow,  wo  wol  oure  vices 

shewe. 
Thou  seist  also,  that  it  displcscth  me 
But-if  that  thou  wolt  prcj'sc  my  bcantee, 
And  but  thou   jwure  alwoy  up-on    my 

face,  295 

And    clexM)    me   'fairo  dame*  in    every 

place; 
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And  hnt  tbon  xnako  a  feste  on  thilke 

day 
Tliat  I  was  bom,  and  mako  me  iVesh  and 

Ami  but  tbon  do  to  my  norico  honour, 
And   to  my   cbambercre  with-inne  my 

bour,  5txj 

And  U>  my  fadres  folk  and  his  allyes ; — 
Tlnis  soifitow,  oldo  b^r^l  fol  of  lyes  ! 

And  yot  of  our  apprentice  Jonekyn. 
For  his  crisp  beer,  sb>niin^  as  gold  sofyn, 
And  for  be  squiercth  me  bothe  up  and 

doun,  305 

Yot  liastow  caught  a  fals  suspecioun ; 
I  wol  hym  nogbt,  thogh  thou  were  deed 

to-morwc. 
But  tel  mo  this,  why  hydestow,  with 

sorwe. 
The  koyes  of  thy  choste  awey  fro  me  ? 
It  is  my  gootl  as  wel  as  thjm,  pardee.  310 
^^^^at  wonestow  mako   an  idiot  of  our 

dame  ? 
Xow  by  tbat  lord,  that  called  is  seint 

Jamo, 
Til  on  shalt  nat  bothe,  thogh  that  thou 

were  wooil. 
Bo  maister  of  my  body  and  of  my  good ; 
That  oon  thou  shalt  forgo,  maugree  thyne 

y«n ;  315 

What  nedcth  thee  of  mo  to  cnquere  or 

spyi^n  ? 
I  trowe,  thou  woblost  loko  me  in   thy 

cbcste ! 
Tbon  sholdest  scye,  '  wjrf ,  go  wher  thee 

loste, 
Tak  your  disport,  T  wol  nat  leve  no  talis; 
1  knowo  vow  for  a  trewo  wvf,  dame  Alis.* 
Wo   lovo  no  man   that  takoth  kcpe^or 

cliargo  321 

Wlicr  that  wo  goon,  we  wol  ben  at  our 

larpe. 
Of  alio  men  y-blessed  moot  he  be, 
TIjo  wyso  astrologien  Dan  Ptholome,    3*4 
Tliat  s(>ith  this  proverbe  in  his  Almageete, 
'  Of  alle  men  his  wisdom  is  the  hyoste. 
That  rokkcth  novcr  who  hath  the  world 

in  hondo.' 
By  tliis  proverbo  thou  shalt  nndorstonde. 
Have  thou  y-nogh,  what  thar  thee  recche 

or  care 
How  merily  that  othere  folkes  fare  ?    330 


For  certejm,  olde  dotard,  by  your  leve, 
Ye  shul  have  queynte  right  y-nough  at  eva 
Ho  is  to  greet  a  nigard  that  wol  weme    * 
A  man  to  lighto  his  candle  at  his  lanteme ; 
He    shal    havo    never    the    lasse    light, 

pardee ;  335 

Have  thou  y-nough,  thee  thar  nat  ple^oie 

thee 
Thou  seyst  also,  that  if  wo  mako  us  gay 
With  clothing  and  with  precious  array. 
That  it  is  peril  of  our  chnstitoo  ; 
And  yet,  with  sorwe,  thou  most  enforc-e 

thee,  340 

And  seye  thise  wordes  in  the  apostles 

name, 
'  In    habit,    maad   with    chastitee    and 

shame, 
Ye  wommon  shul  apparaillo  yow,'  quod 

hO) 
'And  noght  in  tressed   beer  and    gay 

perree. 
As  i>erles,  no  with  gold,  no  clothes  riche ;' 
After  thy  text,  ne  after  tliy  rubriche   346 
I  wol  nat  wirche  as  muchol  as  a  gnat. 
Thou  seydest  this,  that  I  was  lyk  a  cat ; 
For  who-so  wolde  senge  a  cattes  skin, 
Thanne  wolde  the  cat  wel  dwellen  in 

his  in ;  350 

And  if  the  cattes  skin  be  slyk  and  gay, 
She  wol  nat  dwoUe  in  houso  half  a  day. 
But  forth  she  wole,  or  any  day  bo  dawed. 
To  shcwe  hir  skin,  and  goon    a-catcr- 

wawod  ; 
This  is  to  seye,  if  I  be  gay,  sir  shrcwe,  355 
I  w<d  renno  out,  mj'  borol  for  to  shewe. 
Sire    olde  fool,   what   eyleth   thee  to 

spyCn? 
Thogh     thou     preye    Argus,    with    his 

hundred  y€n. 
To  bo  my  warde-cors,  as  he  can  best. 
In  foith,  he  shal  nat  ke][)e  me  but  me 

lost ;  36«> 

Yet  coude  I  make  his  berd,   so   moot 

I  thoo. 
Thou  seydest  cek,  that  thcr  ben  thinges 

three, 
The  whiohe  thinges  troublten  al  this  erthe, 
And  that  no  wight  ne  may  endure  the 

fertho : 
O  leve  sir  shrewe,  Jesu  shorte  thy  lyf !  365 
Yet  preohestow,  and  neiytt,  an  hateftil  wyf 
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Y-rekened  is  for  oon  of  thiao  meschancea. 
Been  ther  none  othere  maner  resem- 
•      blances 

That  ye  may  lykne  your  parables  to, 
Bnt-if  a  sely  wyf  be  oon  of  tho  ?  370 

Thou  lykenest  wommanes  love  to  hollo, 
To  bare^me  lond,   ther  water  may  not 

dwelle. 
Thou  Ij'knest  it  also  to  wilde  fyr ; 
The  more  it  brcnnetli,  the  more  it  hath 

dc83'r 
To    consume    every    thing    that    brent 

wol  bo,  375 

Thou  scyst,  that  right  as  vormes  shende 

a  tree, 
Right  so  a  vry£  dostroyeth  hir  housbondo ; 
This    knowo    they  that  been  to  "wyves 

bonde." 
Lordinges,    right    thus,    as    yo    have 

understondo, 
Bar  I  stiily  m^nio  oldo  housbondes  on 

honde,  380 

That  thus  they  soyden  in  hir  dronkenesse ; 
And  al  was  fals,  but  that  I  took  witncsse 
On  Janokin  and  on  my  neco  also. 

0  lontrthe  peyne  I  dido  hem  and  the  wo, 
Fnl  giltelees,  by  goddes  sweto  p^me !  385 
For  as  an  hors  I  coudc  b^'te  and  whyno. 

1  coude  pleyne,  thogh  I  were  in    the 

gilt, 
Or  ellos  often  tyme  hadde  I  ben  spilt. 
Who-so  that  ftrst  to  mille  oomth,  first 

grint; 
I  pleyned  first,  so  was  our  werre  y-stint. 
They  were  ful  glad  t*oxcuscn  hem  ful 

blyve  391 

Of  thing  of  which  they  never  agilte  hir 

lyve. 
Of  wonchos  wolde  I    beren    him    on 

honde. 
Whan  that  for  syk  unnethes  mighto  he 

stondo. 
Tot  tiklod  it  his  herte,  for  that  he        395 
Wondo  that   I  huddo  of  him  so  greet 

chiortoo. 
I  Bwoor  that  al  my  walkingo  out  by  nighte 
Was  for  t*cspyo  wenches  that  ho  dighte ; 
Under  that  colour  hadde  I  many  a  mirtho. 
For  ol  swich  wit  is  yeven  us  in  our  birthc ; 
Dcccito,  weping,  spinning  god  hath  jrivo 
To  wommen  kindely,  whyl  they  may  live. 


And  thus  of  o  thing  I  avaunto  me,  403 
Atte  ende  I  hadde  the  bettro  in   ech 

degree. 
By  slcightc,  or  force,  or  by  som  mancr 

thing,  405 

As  by  continuel  murmur  or  grucching ; 
Namely  a-bodde  haddun  they  meschaunce, 
Ther  wolde  I  chyde  and  do    hem    no 

plesaunoe ; 
I  wolde  no  lengor  in  the  bed  abyde, 
If  that  I  felte  his  arm  over  my  syde,    410 
Til  he  had  nuuwl  his  raunson  un-to  me  ; 
Than  wolde  I  sufTre  him  do  his  nycetee. 
And  ther-fore  every  man  this  tale  I  telle, 
Winne  who-so  may,  for  al  is  for  to  sello. 
With  empty  hand  men  may  none  hauke.<< 

lure;  415 

For  winning  wolde  I  al  his  lust  endure, 
And  make  me  a  fe3med  appctyt ; 
And  yet  in  bacon  hadde  I  never  dclj't ; 
That  made  me  that  over  I  wolde  hem 

chyde.  419 

For  thogh  the  pope  ha«l  sctcn  hem  bisyde, 
I  wolde  nat  sjuire  hem  at  hir  owene  bord. 
For  by  my  trouthe,  I  quitte  hem  word 

for  word. 
As  help  me  verray  god  omnipotent, 
Thogh  I  right    now   sholde   make    my 

testament, 
I  ne  owe  hem  nat  a  word  that  it  nis  quit, 
I  broghto  it  so  aboute  by  m5''  wit,  436 

That  they  moste  yeve  it  up,  as  for  tho 

bcste  ; 
Or  elles  hadde  we  never  been  in  reste. 
For  thogh  ho  lokod  as  a  woo<l  leoun,  \. 

Tet  sliolde  he  faille  of  his  conclusioun.  430 
Tlianne  wolde  I  seyc,  ''  gode  lief,  tak 

keep 
How  mekoly  loketh  Wilkin  oure  sheep ; 
Com   neer,   my  spotise,  lat  me  ba  thy 

choke ! 
Ye  sholde  been  al  pacient  and  moke. 
And  han  a  sweto  spyced  conscience,     435 
Sith  ye  so  preche  of  Jobes  paciencc. 
SufFreth  alwey,  sin  ye  so  wel  can  preche ; 
And   but   yo  do,   certein  we  shal    yovf 

toche 
That  it  is  fair  to  have  a  wyf  in  pees. 
Oon  of  us  two  moste  bowen,  doutoloes ;  440 
And  sith  a  man  is  more  resonablo 
Than  womman  is,  yo  moste  been  sufEiablo.      'ST' 


T.  fioasHSiio.]   D.    Zit  (P£)tfe  of  Q^Af9'0  (J>rofe^e. 


571 


What  cyloth  yow  to  gracche  thus  and 

grone? 
Is  it  for  ye  woldc  have  my  qneynte  allone? 
Wliy  taak  it  al,  lo,  have  it  every-deel ;  445 
Peter !  I  shrowe  yow  but  ye  love  it  weel ! 
For  ii'  I  woldo  selle  my  hele  chose^ 
I  coudo  walke  as  fresh  as  is  a  rose ; 
But  I  wol  kepe  it  for  your  owcne  tooth. 
Yo  be  to  blame,  by  god,  I  sey  yow  sooth." 
Swiche    maner  wordes  hadde  we  on 
honde.  451 

Now  wol  I  speken  of  my  fourtho  hous- 
bonde. 
My  fourtho  liousbonde  was  a  revelour, 
This  is  to  seyn,  he  hadde  a  i>aramoar ; 
And  I  was  yong  and  ful  of  ragorye,      455 
Stibom  and  strong,  and  joly  as  a  pyo. 
Wei  coude  I  daunco  to  an  harpo  smale, 
And  singe,  y-wis,  as  any  nightingale, 
Whan  I  had  dronke  a  draughte  of  swete 

wj-n. 
MotoUius,  the  foule  cherl,  the  swyn,    460 
That  with  a  staf  biraite  his  wyf  hir  lyf, 
For  she  drank  wyn,  tliogh  I  hadde  been 

his  wyf. 
He  sholde  nat  han  daunted  me  fro  drinke ; 
And,  after  wyn,  on  Venus  mosto  I  thinke : 
For  ul  so  siker  as  cold  engendreth  hayl, 
A  likorous  mouth  moste  han  a  likerous 
tayL  466 

In  womman  vinolent  is  no  defence. 
This  knowon  lechours  by  experience. 
But,  lord  Crist !  whan  that  it  remom- 
brcth  mo 
UlM)n  my  yowtho,  and  on  my  jolitee,  470 
It  tikleth  mo  abouto  myn  herto  rote. 
Unto  this  day  it  dooth  mjTi  herto  bote 
Tliat  I  have  had  my  world  as  in  my  tyme. 
But  ago,  alios !  that  al  wol  envcnyme,  474 
Hatli  mo  biraft  my  beautoe  and  my  pith ; 
Lat  go,  fare-wel,  the  <level  go  therwith ! 
The  flour  is  goon,  thor  is  na-more  to  telle, 
Tho  bron,  as  I  best  can,  now  moste  I  selle ; 
But  yet  to  bo  right  uiory  wol  I  fonde. 
Now  wol  I  tellon  of  my  fonrthe  hous- 
bondo,  480 

I  soyo,  I  hadde  in  herto  greet  despjrt 
That  he  of  any  other  had  delyt. 
But  ho  was  quit,  by  god  and  by  seint 

Joce ! 
I  made  him  of  the  same  wodo  a  croce ; 


Nat  of  my  body  in  no  foul  manere,       485 
But  certoinly,  I  made  folk  swich  chore. 
That  in  his  oweno  grece  I  made  him  fiye 
For  angro,  and  for  verray  jalousye. 
By  god,  in  orthe  I  was  his  purgatorio,489 
For  which  I  hope  his  soulo  l>e  in  glorie. 
For  god  it  woot,  ho  sat  ful  ofbe  and  song      ' 
Whan    that  his  shoo  ful  bitterly  him 

wrong. 
Thor  was  no  wight,  save  god  and  he,  that 

wiste. 
In  many  wyse,  how  sore  I  him  twisto. 
Ho  deyde  whan  I  cam  fro  Jerusalem,  49*; 
And  lyth  y-grave  under  tho  rodo-beem, 
Al  is  his  tombe  noght  so  curious 
As  was  tho  sepulcre  of  him,  Darius, 
Which  that  Appellos  wroghte  subtllly ; 
It  nis  but  wast  to  burie  him  preoiousl}\  500 
Lat  him  £are-wel,  god  yovo  his  soulo  reste, 
Ho  is  now  in  the  grave  and  in  his  chcste. 
Now  of  my  fifthe  housbond  wol  I  telle. 
Qod  lete  his  soule  never  come  in  helle ! 
And  yet  was  he  to  mo  tho  moste  shrewo ; 
That  fole  I  on  my  ribbes  al  by  rewo,    506 
And  ever  shal,  un-to  myn  ending-day. 
But  in  our  bod  he  was  so  fresh  and  gay, 
And  ther-with-al  so  wel  coude  he  me  glose, 
Whan  that  he  woldo  han  my  hele  ehose^  510 
That  thogh  he  hadde  me  bet  on  every 

boon, 
He  coude  winne  agayn  my  love  anoon. 
I  trowe  I  loved  him  besto,  for  that  he 
Was  of  his  love  daungerous  to  me. 
We  wonmion  han,  if  that  I  shal  nat  lye, 
In  this  matere  a  queynto  fantasye  ;      516 
Wayte  what  thing  wo  may  nat  lightly   | 

have,  A 

Ther-after  wol  we  crjro  al-day  and  crave. 
Forbede  us  thing,  and  that  des3rren  we ; 
Frees  on  us  fasto,  and  thanne  wol  we  flee. 
With  daunger  onto  we  al  our  chafbro ;  521 
Greet  preos  at  market  maketh  dere  ware, 
And  to  greet  cheep  is  holde  at  litol  pryi ; 
This  knoweth  every  womman  that  is  wy& 
My  flftho  housbondo,  god    his   soule 

blosse !  5^5 

Wliich    that  I  took    for   love    and    no 

richosse. 
Ho  som-tymo  was  a  clerk  of  Oxenford,  \ 

And  had  left  scole,  and  wente  at  hoom  to 

bord 


X 


572 


Z^t  l^nitviut^  Zatt9. 


[t.  6111HS188. 


7  With  my  goBsib,  dwellinge  in  ouro  toun, 
God    have"  Tiir    soalo !    hir    namo  was 

Alisoun.  530 

Sho  knew  myn  herte  and  eek  my  privotee 
Bot  than  our  parisshe-preest,   so   moot 

I  thco ! 
To  hir  biwreyed  T  my  conseil  aL 
For  had  myn  honsl)onde  pissed  on  a  wal. 
Or  doon  a  thing  that  sholde  han  cost  his 

lyf,  535 

To  liir,  and  to  another  worthy  wyf. 
And  to  my  nece,   which   that  I    loved 

wcel, 
I  woldo  han  told  his  conseil  every-decl. 
And  BO  I  dide  fol  often,  god  it  woot, 
That  made  his  face  fol  often  reed  and 

hoot  540 

for  vcrray  shame,  and  blamed  him-«elf 

for  ho 
Had  told  to  me  so  g^et  a  privotee. 

And  so  bifel  that  ones,  in  a  Lente, 
(So  oft-en  tymes  I  to  my  gossib  wente. 
For  ever  yet  I  lovede  to  bo  gay,  545 

And  for  to  walke,  in  March,  Averille,  and 

May, 
Fro  hons  to  lions,  to  here  sondry  talis\ 
That  Jankin  clerk,  and  my  gossib  dame 

Alis, 
And  I  my-self,  in-to  the  feldes  wente. 
Myn  housbond  was  at  London  al  that 

Lente;  550 

I  hadde  the  bettre  leyser  for  to  pleye, 
And  for  to  see,  and  eek  for  to  be  soye 
Of  lusty  folk ;  what  wiste  I  wher  my  grace 
Was  shapen  for  to  be,  or  in  what  place  ? 
Therefore  I  made  my  visitacionns,        555 
To  vigilies  and  to  processiouns. 
To  preching  eek  and  to  thise  pilgrimage, 
To  plcycs  of  miracles  and  mariagcs. 
And  wered  upon  my  gaye  scarlet  g^'tes. 
Thise  wormes,  ne  thise  motthos,  ne  thise 

mytes,  560 

Upon  my  peril,  frete  hem  never  a  deel ; 
And  wostow  why?   for  they  were  used 

wcel. 
Now  wol  I  tellon  forth  what  happed  mo. 
I  seye,  that  in  the  fceldes  walked  we, 
Til  trcwely  we  hadde  swieh  daliance,  fi6s 
This  clerk  and  I,  that  of  my  purveyance 
I  spak  to  him,  and  scydo  him,  how  that  he, 
If  I  wore  widwe,  sholde  wedde  me. 


For  oerteinly,  I  sey  for  no  bobanoe, 
Yet  was  I  never  with-outen  purveyance 
Of  mariage,  n*of  othere  thinges  eek.      571 
I  holde  a  mouses  herte  nat  worth  a  leek, 
That  hath  but  oon  hole  for  to  sterte  to. 
And  if  that  faille,  thanne  is  al  y-do. 
I  bar  him  on  honde,  he   hadde  en- 
chanted me ;  575 
My  dame  taughte  me  that  soutiltee. 
And  eek  I  seyde,  I  mette  of  him  al  night ; 
He  wolde  han  slayn  me  as  I  lay  ui>-riglit, 
And  al  my  bed  was  ful  of  verray  blood. 
But   yet    I   hope   that    he   shal    do   me 

good ;  5F0 

For  blood  bitokcneth   gold,  as  me  was 

taught. 
And  al  was  fals,  I  dremod  of  it  right 

naught. 
But  as  I  folwed  ay  my  damo^  lore, 
As  wel  of  this  as  of  other  things  more. 
But  now  sir,  lut  me  see,  what  I  shal 

seyn?  585 

A !  ha !  by  god,  I  have  my  tale  ageyn. 
Whan  that  my  fourthe  housbond  was 

on  here, 
I  weep  algate,  and  made  sory  chere, 
As  w^TOS  moton,  for  it  is  usage. 
And  with    my   coverchief   covered    my 

visage ;  590 

But  for  that  I  was  purveyed  of  a  make, 
I  weep  but  smal,  and  that  I  undertake. 
To  chirche  was  mj'n   housbond  bom 

a-morwo 
With  ncighcboros,  that  for  him  maden 

sorwe; 
And  Jankin  oure  clerk  was  oon  of  tho.  595 
As  help  me    god,   whan  that    I  saugh 

him  go 
After  the  bere,  me  thoughte  he  hadde  a 

X>aire 
Of  legges  and  of  feet  so  clene  and  falre. 
That  al  m3rn  herte  I  yaf  un-to  his  hold. 
He  was,  I  trowe,  a  twenty  winter  old,  600 
And  I  was  fourty,  if  I  shal  scye  sooth  ; 
But  yet  I  hadde  alwey  a  coltes  tooth. 
Oat-tothed  I  was,   and  that  bicam  mo 

weel; 
I  hadde  the  prente  of  sSynt  Venus  seeL 
As  help  me  god,  I  was  a  lusty  oon,       605 
And  faire  and  riche,  and  yong,  and  wel 

bigoon; 
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And  trewely,  as  xnyno  hoosbondes  tolde 

mo, 
I  hud  the  beflto  quoniam  xni^hte  bo. 
For  cortea,  I  am  al  Vonerien  609 

In  felingo,  and  myn  herte  is  Marcicn. 
Veniis  mo  yaf  my  lust,  my  likeronsnesse, 
And  Mars  yaf  me  my  sturdy  hardinesse. 
Hyn  ascendent  was  Taor,  and  Mars  ther- 

inno. 
Alias !  alias !  that  ever  love  was  sinne ! 
I  folwed  ay  m3m  inelinacionn  615 

By  vertu  of  my  constellacioun ; 
That  made  me  I  conde  nog^lit  withdrawe 
My  chambro  of  Venus  from  a  good  felawo. 
Yet  have  I  Martos  mark  up-on  my  face, 
And  also  in  another  privee  place.  6ao 

For,  god  so  wis  be  my  savacioun, 
I  ne  loved  never  by  no  dlscrecionn, 
But  over  folwode  myn  appetyt, 
Al  were  he  short  or  long,  or  blak  or 

whyt ; 
1  took  no  kepe,  so  that  ho  lyked  me,     62$ 
How  pore  ho  was,  ne  eek  of  what  degree. 
What  sholde  I  seyo,  but,  at  the  monthes 
endo. 
This  joly  clerk  Jankin,  that  was  so  hende, 
Hiith  wedded  mo  with  greet  solempniteo. 
And  to  him  yaf  I  al  the  lond  and  fee  630 
That  ever  was  mo  yeven  ther-bifore ; 
Hut  afterward  repented  me  ful  sore. 
Ho  noldo  sutfre  nothing  of  my  list. 
}iy  g<Ml,  ho  smoot  mo  ones  on  the  list, 
For  that  I  rente  out  of  his  book  a  leef,  635 
y      That  of  the  strook  myn  ere  wex  al  deef. 
St i horn  I  was  as  is  a  leonesse, 
And  of  my  tonge  a  verray  jangloresse, 
And  walko  I  woldo,  as  I  had  d(M>n  bifom, 
FroiTi  hous  to  hous,  al-though  ho  had  it 
sworn.  640 

For  which  ho  olt-on  tymcs  wolde  procho. 
And  mo  of  olde  Komayn  gest^s  teohe, 
H(^w  he,  Simplicius  Gollus,  lefte  his  wyf, 
And  liir  forsook  for  terme  of  al  his  lyf, 
Xof^ht  but  for  open-heeded  he  hir  say  645 
]>»kinge  out  at  his  doro  upon  a  day. 

Another  Romayn  tolde  he  me  by  name. 
That,  for  his  wyf  was  at  a  someres  game 
With-oute  his  witing,  he  forsook  hir  eke. 
And  than  woldo  he  up-on  his  Bible  seko 
That  like  proverbe  of  Ecclosiaste,  651 

Whcr  ho  comandeth  and  forbedeth  £ute, 


Man  shal  nat  snifro  his  wyf  go  ronle 

about<> ; 

Than  wolde  he  soye  right  thus,   with- 

outen  doute, 

**  Who-so  that  buildeth  his  hous  al  of 

salwes,  655 

And  priketh  his  blindo  hors  over  the 

falwes. 
And  sniFreth  his  wyf  to  go  seken  halwes, 
Is  worthy  to  boon  hanged  on  the  gal- 
wes ! " 
But  al  for  noght,  I  sette  noght  an  hawe 
Of  his  proverbes  n'of  his  olde  sawe,      660 
Ne  I  wolde  nat  of  him  corrected  be. 
I  hate  him  that  my  vices  telleth  mo. 
And  BO  do  mo,  god  woot !  of  us  than  I. 
This  made  him  with  me  wood  al  outrely ; 
I  nolde  noght  forbore  him  in  no  cas.    665 
Now  wol  I  seye  jrow  sooth,  by  seint 
Thomas, 
Why  that  I  rente  out  of  his  book  a  leef, 
For  which  he  smoot  mo  so  that  I  was 
deef. 
He  hadde  a  book  that  gladly,  night  and 

day, 
For  his  desport  he  woldo  rede  alway.   670 

He  cleped  it  Valerie  and  Tlieofrasto,  /  ^r 

At  whiche  book  ho  lough  alwey  f\il  fast«. '  ' 
And  eek  ther  was  som-tyme  a  clerk  at 

Rome, 
A  cardinal,  that  highte  Seint  Jerome, 
That  made  a  book  agayn  Jovinian ;      675 
In  whiche  book  eek  ther  was  Tcrtulan,    .        . 
Crisippus,  Trotnla,  and  Helow^-s,  Y 

That  was  abbesse  nat  fer  fro  Par>'S ; 
And  eek  the  Parables  of  Salomon, 
Ovydes  Art,  and  bokes  many  on,  680 

And  alio  thise  wor  bounden  in  o  volume. 
And  every  night  and  day  was  his  custume, 
Whan  he  had  leyser  and  vacacioun 
From  other  worldly  occupacioun,         684. 
To  reden  on  this  book  of  wikked  wy\'es. 
Ho  knew  of  hem  mo  logendes  and  lyves  \^ 

Than  been  of  godo  wjrves  in  the  Bible. 
For  tmstoth  wel,  it  is  an  impossible 
That  any  clerk  wol  spcke  good  of  wyvos, 
But-if  it  be  of  holy  seintes  lyves,  6p 

No  of  noon  other  womman  never  the  mo. 
Who  peyntede  the  leoun,  tel  mo  who  ? 
By  god,  if  wommen  hadde  writen  stories, 
As  derkes  han  with-inne  hir  oratories, 


674 
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They  wolde  han  writcn  of   men   xnoro 

-wikkodncsse  6(^5 

Than  all  tlio  mark  of  Adnm  may  rodresse. 
The  children  of  Dklorciirie  and  of  Vonua 
Been  in  liir  wirking  ful  contrarious ;   ■ 
Mercurie  lovcth  wisdom  and  science, 
And  Venus  loveth  ryot  and  dispcnco.  700 
And,  for  hir  diverse  disx>osicioan, 
£ch  fallcth  in  othcros  cxaltaciouu  ; 
And  thus,  god  woot !  Mercurie  is  desolat 
In  Pisces,  wher  Venus  is  oxaltat ; 
And    Venus    falleth    thor    Mercurio    is 

reysed ;  705 

Therfore  no  womman  of  no  clerk  ispreysed. 
The  clerk,  whan  ho  is  old,  and  may  noght 

do 
Of  Venus  werkes  worth  his  olde  sho, 
Than  sit  ho  doun,  and  writ  in  his  dotage 
That  wommen  can  nat  kcpo  hir  mariago ! 

But  now  to  purijos,  why  I  tolde  thee 
That  I  was  beten  for  a  book,  pardee.    712 
Up-on  a  night    Jankin,  that  was    our 

ByvBy 
y       Rcdde  on  his  book,  as  ho  sat  by  the  fyro. 
Of  Eva  first,  that,  for  hir  wikkednessc. 
Was  al  mankinde  broght  to  wrecched- 

ncsse,  716 

For  which  that  Josu  Crist  him-self  was 

8layn, 
That  1x>ghte  us  with  his  herte-bloo<lagayn. 
Lo,  here  cxpros  of  womman  may  ye  tinde, 
That  womman  was  the  los  of  al  mankinde. 
V  Tho  redde  he  mo  how  Sampson  loste 

*       his  hcrcs,  721 

Slopingo,  his  lomman  kitto  hem  with  hir 

shcres ; 
Thargh  whiche  tresoun  loste  he  bothe 

his  yen. 
Tho  redde  he  me,  if  that  I  shal  nat  lyen, 
y       Of  Hercules  and  of  his  Dianyre,  725 

That  causo<l  him  to  settc  himself  a-fyre. 
No-tliing  forgat  ho  the  penaunoe  and 

wo 
That  Socnitcs  had  with  hise  wyves  two ; 
How  Xantippa  casto  pisso  up-on  his  heed ; 
This  scly  man  sat  stille,  as  he  were  deed ; 
He  w>'pod  his  heed,  namore  dorste  he  seyn 
But   '*cr  that  thondor  stintc,  comth  a 

reyn."  732 

y      Of  Phasipha,  that  was  the  quene  of 

Crete, 


For  shrewednossc,  him  thoughte  the  tale 

swoto ; 
Fy !  spok  na-more — it  is  a  grisly  thing — 
Of  hir  horrible  lust  and  hir  lykiug.       736 

Of  Clitemistra,  for  hir  lechcrye. 
That  falsly  made  hir  housbond  for  to  dye, 
Ho  redde  it  with  ful  good  devocioun. 

He  tolde  mo  cok  for  what  occasioun  740 
Amphiorux  at  Thel^es  loste  his  lyf ; 
Myn  housbond  haddo  a  legende  of  his  wyi', 
Eriphilom,  that  for  an  ouche  of  gold 
Hatli  prively  un-to  tho  Orekos  told 
W^er  that  hir  housboudo  hidde  him  in  a 

place,  745 

For  which  he  hadde  at  Thebes  soiy  grace. 

Of  Lyma  tolde  he  me,  and  of  Lucye, 
They  bothe  made  hir  housboudes  for  to 

dye; 
That  oon  for  love,  that  other  was  for 

hate; 
hyzna,  hir  housbond,  on  an  oven  late,   750 
Empoysoned  hath,  for  that  sho  was  his  t\\ 
Luoya,  likerous,  loved  hir  housbond  so. 
That,  for  he  sholde  alwoy  up-on  liir  thinko, 
Sho  3'af  him  swich  a  manor  lovo-drinkc. 
That  he  was  deed,  or  it  wore  by  tho 

morwe ;  755 

And  thus  algates  housbondes  han  sorwe. 
Tlian  tolde  he  me,  how  oon  Latumius 
Compleyned  to  his  felawo  Arrius, 
That  in  his  gardin  growed  swich  a  tree, 
On  which,  he  seyde,  how  that  hia  w>*ve8 

throe  760 

Hanged  hem-self  for  herte  despitous. 
"  O  levo  brother,"  quod  this  Arrius, 
''  Yif  me  a  plante  of  thilke  blissed  tree. 
And  in  my  gardin  planted  shal  it  be ! " 
Of  latter  date,  of  wyvos  hath  he  red. 
That  sommo  han  slayn  hir  housbondes  in 

hir  bed,  ';66 

And  leto  hir  lechour  dighte  hir  al  the 

night 
Whyl  that  tho  corps  lay  in  the  floor  up- 
right. 
And  sonmie  han  drive  noyles  in  hir  brayn 
Wliyl  that  they  slepte,  and  thus  they  han 

horn  slayn.  770 

Somme  han  hem  yovo  poysoun  in  hir 

drinka 
He  sjiak  more  harm    than  herto  may 

bithiuke, 
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And  ther-with-al,   he  knew  of  xno  pro- 

vcrbos 
Than  in  this  world  ther  gprowen  graB  or 

hor>H!3. 
"  IM  is,"'  <iuod  he,  "  thyn  habitaoioun  775 
Bo  witli  a  leonn  or  a  foul  dragoun, 
Than  with  a  womman  usingo  for  to  chydo. 
Bot  is,''  qnod  ho,  "  hyo  in  the  roof  abyde 
Than  with   an  angry  wj'f  doon  in  the 

hons ; 
Tliey  lioen  bo  wikked  and  contrarions ;  780 
They  baton  that  hir  honsbondcs  loveth 

ay. 
He  so\-(lo,  **a  womman  cast  hir  Bhamo 

away, 
"WTian  she  cast  of  hir  smok ; "  and  forther- 

mo, 
"  A  fair  womman,  but  she  be  chaast  also, 
Ls  lyk  a  pold  ring  in  a  sowcs  nose."  785 
AMio  wolde  wenen,  or  who  wolde  suppose 
The  wo  that  in  myn  herte  was,  and  pyne  ? 
And  whan  I  snugh  he  wolde  never  fyne 
To  rcdon  on  this  cursed  book  al  night, 
Al  sod<\vnly  three  leves  have  I  plight  790 
Out  of  liis  book,  right  as  ho  radde,  and 

eko, 
T  with  my  fist  so  took  him  on  the  cheko, 
Tliat  in  our  fyr  he  fil  bakward  adoun. 
And  he  up-stirte  as  dooth  a  wood  loonn, 
And  with  his  fist  he  smoot  me  on  the 

hoed,  795 

That  in  the  floor  I  lay  as  I  were  deed. 
And  when  ho  saugh  how  stille  that  I  lay, 
Ho  was  ogast,  and  wolde  han  fled  his 

way, 
Til  atto  laste  out  of  my  swogh  I  brejrdo : 
"O!   ha8U>w  slayn  me,  false  theof?"  I 

seydo,  800 

"  And  for  my  Ixuid  thus  hastow  mordred 

me? 
Er  I  l>o  dried,  yet  wol  I  kisse  thee." 
And  nocr  ho  cam,  and  knelod  faire 

adoun. 
And  soj'do,  "  dere  suster  Alisoun,  804 
As  help  mo  gfKl,  I  shal  theo  never  smyte ; 
That  I  have  doon,  it  is  thy-self  to  wyto. 
Foryovo  it  me,  and  that  I  theo  biseke" — 
And  yet  oft-soncs  I  liitte  him  on  the  cheke, 
And  seyde,   "theef,  thus  muchel  am  I 

wreke ;  809 

Now  wol  I  dye,  I  may  no  longer  speke.** 


But  atte  laste,  with  muohel  care  and  wo, 
We  fille  acorded,  by  us  selven  two. 
He  yaf  me  al  the  brydel  in  myn  bond 
To  han  the  governance  of  hons  and  lend, 
And  of  his  tonge  and  of  his  bond  also,  815 
And  made  him  brenno  his  book  anon 

right  tha 
And  whan  that  I  hadde  geten  nn-to  me, 
By  maistrie,  al  the  soveraynetee. 
And  that  he  seyde,  "myn  oweno  trewe 

wyf. 
Bo  as  thee  lust  the  terme  of  al  thy  lyf, 
Keep  thyn  honour,  and  keep  eek  myn 

ostaat" —  8ji 

After  that  day  we  hadden  never  debaat. 
God  help  me  so,  I  was  to  him  as  kindo 
As  any  wyf  from  Denmark  un-to  Inde, 
And  also  trewe,  and  so  was  ho  to  me.  825 
I  prey  to  god  that  sit  in  magcstoo, 
So  blosso  his  soule,  for  his  mercy  dere ! 
Now  wol  I  seye  my  tale,  if  ye  wol  here.* 

Biholde  the  wordes  bitween  tho 
Somononr  and  the  Frere. 

Thx  Frere  lough,  whan  he  hadde  herd 

al  this, 
'  Now,  dame,'  quod  he,  *  so  have  I  joye  or 

blis,  830 

This  is  a  long  preamble  of  a  tale ! ' 
And  whan  the  Somnour  horde  the  Frere 

gale, 

*  J^) ! '  quod  the  Somnour,  '  goddes  armes 

two! 
A  frere  wol  entremette  him  cver-ma 
Lo,  go<le  men,  a  flyo  an<l  eek  a  frere     835     I 
Wol  falle  in  every  dish  and  eek  matere.       / 
What  spekcstow  of  preambulacioun  ? 
Wliat !   amble,  or  trotte,  or  pees,  or  go 

sit  doun ; 
Thou  lettest  our  disx)ort  in  this  manere.' 
'Ye,  woltow  so,  sir  Somnour?'   quod 

the  Frere,  840 

•  Now,  by  my  feith,  I  sbal,  er  that  I  go, 
Telle  of  a  Somnour  swich  a  tale  or  two, 
That  alle  the  folk  shal  laughen  in  this 

place.' 
•Now    elles,    Frere,    I    bishrewe    thy 

face,* 
Quod  this  Somnour,  *  and  I  bishrewe  me, 
But-if  I  telle  tales  two  or  three  846 
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Of  freres  er  I  como  to  Sidin^bome,  Do,   dame,  tol  forth  your  tale,  and  that 

That  I  shal  make  th3m  horte  for  to  mome ;   ;  Ig  l)ost. ' 


For  wel  I  woot  thy  pacience  is  goon.' 

Oar  hoste  crydo '  Tpcea !  and  that  anoon !  * 
And  scydo,  *hit  tho  "womman  telle  hir 
title.  85 1 

Ye  fare  as  folk  that  dronkon  been  of  ale. 


'  Al  redy,  sir,*  qaod  she,  *  right  as  yow 
lest. 
If  T  have  licence  of  this  worthy  Frere.* 
*Yis,  dame,'  quod  he,  *tol  forth,  and 
I  vfol  hero.'  8s6 


Here  endeth  the  Wyf  of  Bathe  hir  Prologe. 


THE  TALE  OF  THE  WYF  OF  BATHE. 


Here  biginneth  the  Tale  of  the  Wyf  of  Bathe. 


T»  th'oldo  dnyes  of  the  king  Arthour, 
Of  which    that    Britons    speken    greet 

honour, 
Al  was  this  land  fnlfild  <if  fuyerye.        859 
The  clf-«iueon,  with  hir  jf»ly  companye, 
Danuced  fiil  ofto  in  many  a  grcno  mode ; 
This  was  tho  oldo  opinion,  as  I  rede. 
I  si>eke  of  manyo  hundred  yeres  ag*) ; 
But  now  can  no  man  sec  none  elves  mo. 
For  now  tho  grcte  chariteo  and  prayeres 
Of  limitours  and  othore  holy  freres,     (lo) 
That  scrchen  every  lond  and  every  streem, 
As  thlkke  as  motes  in  the  soune-beem, 
Blessingo    hallos,     chambres,    kichenes, 

boures, 
(yilcos,  hurghos,  castels,  hye  tourcs,      870 
Tliropes,  berncs,  shipnes,  dayer>'es, 
This  nmkoth  that  ther  been  no  fayeryes. 
For  thcr  as  wont  to  walken  was  an  elf, 
Ther  walketh    now  the    limitour   him- 
self 
In  undermolcs  and  in  morweninges,     875 
And  soj'th  his  matins  and  his  holy  thinges 
As  ho  goth  in  his  limitacionn.  (21) 

Wommcn  nuiy  go  saufiiy  up  and  doun, 
In  every  biish,  or  under  every  tree ; 
Ther  is  noon  other  incubus  but  he,       880 
And  he  no  wol  doon  liom  but  dishonour. 
And  so  bifol  it,  that  this  king  Arthour 
Hoddo  in  his  hoos  a  lusty  bachelor, 


That  on  a  day  cam  rydingo  fro  river ; 
And    happed  that,   allone   as    she    was 

born,  (ag)  885 

He  saugh  a  mayde  walkinge  him  bifom, 
Of  whicho  inay<le  anon,  maugrec  hir  heed, 
By  verray  force  ho  rafte  hir  maydenheed  ; 
For  which  oppressioun  was  swich  clamour 
And  swich  pursuto  un-to  the  king  Ar- 
thour, 8«>> 
Tliat  dampned  was  this  knight  for  to  Ix) 

deed 
By  cours  of  lawe,  and  sholde  ban  lost  his 

heod 
Paravcnture,  swich  was  the  statut  tho  ; 
But  that  the  queno  and  othere  ladies  mo 
So  longo  preyodon  the  king  of  grace,    895 
Til  he  his  lyf  him  graunted  in  the  place. 
And  yaf  him  to  tho   queno  al    at    hir 

wUle,  (41) 

To  chose,  whether  she  wol  do  him  save  or 

spille, 
Tlie  quone  thankcth  the  king  with  al 

hir  might,  809 

And  after  this  thns  spak  she  to  the  knight, 
Whan  that  she  saugh  hir  tyme,  uiM>n  a 

day: 
'  Thou  standest  yet,'  quod  she,  *  in  swich 

array. 
That  of  thy  lyf  yet  hastow  no  suretoe. 
I  grante  thee  l^-f,  if  thou  canst  tellen  ma 
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'N\'liat  thing  is   it  that  womxnen  most 

des>Ten  ?  905 

Be  war,  and  keep  thy  nekke-boon  from. 

yren.  (50) 

And  if  tliou  canst  nat  tellen  it  anon, 
Yet  wol  I  yovo  thee  leve  for  to  gon 
A  twelf-month  and  a  day,  to  seche  and 

lere 
An  answere  snffisant  in  this  matere.    910 
And  suretee  wol  I  han,  er  that  thoa  pace, 
Thy  Ixniy  for  to  yehion  in  this  place.* 
Wo  w^as  this  knight  and  sorwefolly  he 

syketh  ; 
But  what !  he  may  nat  do  al  as  him  lyketh. 
And  at  the  laste,  he  choes  him  for  to 

wende,  915 

And  comu  aga^m,  right  at  the  yeres  ende, 
With  swich  auswere  as  god  wolde  him 

purvey 0 ;  (61) 

And  takuth  his  leve,  and  wendeth  forth 

his  woye. 
He  sekuth  every  lions  and  every  place, 
Whcr-os  he  liopeth  for  to  findo  grace,  930 
To  Icrne,   what    thing    wonunen    loven 

most ; 
Bat  he  ne  coude  arryven  in  no  cost, 
Wher-as  ho  mighte  finde  in  this  matero 
Two  creatures  accordinge  in-fere. 

Somnie    seyde,    wommen    loven    best 

richessc,  935 

Soniino  seyde,  honour,  somme  seyde,  joly- 

nesse ;  (7i>) 

Soinnie,  richo  array,  somnie  seyden,  lust 

jilxfddo, 
And  ofto  tyiiie  to  \)0  widwe  and  weddo. 
Sonimu   seydo,   that    our  hertcs  been 

most  esod, 
Whan  that  wo  been  y-flatered  and  y- 

l)losed.  930 

He  g<M)th  ful  ny  the  sotho,  I  wol  nat  lye  ; 
A  man  shal  winne  us  l>est  with  flaterye  ; 
And  with  attendance,  and  with  bisinesse, 
Been  we  y-lymcd,  bothe  more  and  lesso. 
And  somnie  seyn,  how  that  we  loven 

best  935 

yor  to  be  free,  and  do  right  as  ns  lest,  (80) 
And  that  no  man  repreve  us  of  our  vyce. 
But  seyo  that  we  be  wyse,  and  no-thing 

iiyce. 
For  trewely,  ther  is  noon  of  ns  alle,     939 
If  uny  wight  wol  clawe  us  on  the  galle, 


That  we  nil  kike,  for  he  seith  na  sooth ; 
Assay,  and  he  shal  finde  it  that  so  dooth. 
For  be  we  never  so  vicious  with-inne. 
We  wol  been  holden  w^'se,  and  dene  of 
sinne. 
And  somme  seyn,  that  greet  del3rt  han 
we  (89)  945 

For  to  ben  holden  stable  and  eek  seoree, 
And  in  o  purpos  stedefastly  to  dwelle. 
And  nat  biwreye  thing  that  men  us  telle. 
But  that  tale  is  nat  worth  a  rake-stele ; 
Pardee,  we  wommen  conne  no-thing  hele ; 
Wltnease  on  Myda ;  wol  ye  here  the  tale  ? 
Ovyde,  amonges  othere  thinges  smale, 
Seyde,  Myda  hadde,  under  his  longe  hercs, 
Growinge  up-on  his  heed  two  asses  ores, 
The  whiche  vyce  he  hidde,  as  he  best 
mighte,  955 

Ful  subtilly  from  every  mannes  sighte. 
That,  save  his  wyf,  ther  wiste  of  it  na- 
me. (101) 
He  loved  hir  most,  and  trusted  hir  also ; 
He  preyede  hir,  that  to  no  creature 
She  sholde  tellen  of  his  disfigure.         960 
She  swoor  him  *  nay,  for  al  this  world 
to  winne. 
She  nolde  do  that  vileinye  or  sinne. 
To  make  hir  housbond  han  so  foul  a  name ; 
She  nolde  nat  telle  it  for  hir  owene  shame.' 
But  nathelees,  hir  thoughte  that  she  dyde, 
That  she  so  longe  sholde  a  conseil  hyde ; 
Hir  thoughte  it  swal  so  sore  aboute  hir 
herte,  (m) 
That  nedely  som  word  hir  moste  asterte ; 
And  sith  she  dorste  telle  it  to  no  man, 
Doun  to  a  marejrs  faste  by  she  ran ;     970 
Til  she  came  there,  hir  herto  was  a-fyre, 
An<l,  as  a  bitore  bombleth  in  the  myre. 
She  leyde  hir  mouth  un-to  the  water  doun : 
*■  Biwreye  me  nat,  thou  water,  with  thy 
soun,'                                        (118)  974 
Quod  she,  *  to  thee  I  telle  it,  and  namo ; 
Myn  housbond  hath  longe  asses  eres  two ! 
Now  is  myn  herte  all  hool,  now  is  it  oute ; 
I  mighte  no  longer  kepe  it,  out  of  doute.* 
Heer  may  ye  se,  thogh  we  a  t3rme  abyde, 
Yet  out  it  moot,  we  can  no  conseil  hy^e ; 
The  remenant  of  the  tale  if  ye  wol  here, 
Bedeth  Ovyde,  and  ther  ye  may  it  lere. 
This  knight,  of  which  my  tale  is  spe- 
cially, 983 
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Whau  that  lio  sangh  he  mighte  nat  como 

thorby, 
This  is  to  Bcyo,  what  wommcn  lovcn  xnoost, 
Witli-inne  his  brest  ful  sorweful  was  the 

goost;  (130)  986 

Bat    hoom    ho    gooth,    he    mighte    nat 

sojourne. 
The  day  was  come,  that  hoomward  moste 

ho  tournc, 
And  in  his  wcy  it  happed  him  to  rsrde, 
In  al  this  care,  nndor  a  forest-syde,      990 
Wher-as  he  saugh  up-on  a  dannce  go 
Of  ladies  fouro  nnd  twenty,  and  yet  mo ; 
Toward  the  whicho  daonco  he  drow  ful 

yerne. 
In  hoi>o  that  som  wisdom  sholde  he  lemc. 
But  certeiuly,  er  he  came  fully  there,  995 
Vanisshed  was  this  daunce,  he niste  whore. 
No  creature  saugh  he  that  bar  lyl',  (141) 
Save  on  the  grone  he  saagh  sittinge  a  w^'f ; 
A  fouler  wight  ther  may  no  man  devyso. 
Aga^m  the  knight  tliis  olde  wyf  gan  ryse, 
And  seyde, '  sir  knight,  hecr-forth  ne  lyth 

no  wey.  looi 

Tel  me,  what  that  ye  soken,  by  your  fey  ? 
Paraventuro  it  may  the  bettre  be  ; 
Thiso  olde  folk  can  muchol  thing,*  quod 

she. 
*My  Icve  moodcr,*  quod  this  knight 

certeyn,  uws 

*  I  nam  but  deed,  but-if  that  I  can  scyn 
Wliab  thing  it  is  that  wommcn   most 

dcsyre;  (151) 

Ck>ude  ye  me  wissc,  I  wolde  wel  quyte 
your  hyro.' 
*  Plight  me  thy  trouthe,  hcor  in  m>'n 
hand,'  quod  she, 

*  The  nexte  thing  that  I  requero  thee,  loio 
Thou  shalt  it  do,  if  it  lye  in  thy  might ; 
And  I  wol  telle  it  yow  er  it  be  night.' 

*  Have  heer  my  trouthe,'  quod  the  knight, 

'  I  grantc' 
*Thanne,'  quod  she,   'I  dar  mo  wel 

avaiito,  1014 

Thy  lyf  is  sauf,  for  I  wol  stondo  therby, 
irp-on  my  lyf,  the  tiueen  wol  soye  as  L 
Lat  see  which  is  the  proudcsto  of  hem 

alle,  (161; 

That  wereth  on  a  coverchiof  or  a  calle, 
That  dar  aeyo  nay,  of  that  I  shol  thee 

techo; 


Lat  us  go  forth  with-outen  lengor  sjMiche.' 
Tho  rouned  she  a  i)istel  in  his  ere,  loji 
And  bad  him  to  bo  glad,  and  liave  no 

fere. 
AVhan  they  be  comen  to  the  court,  this 

kuight 
Seyde,    'he  had  holde    his    day,   as  ho 

hadde  hight, 
And  redy  was  his  answere,*  as  he  sayde. 
Pul    many  a  noble  wyi*,   and    many   a 

mayde,  (170)  10^6 

And  many  a  widwe,  for  that  they  ben 

wyso. 
The  queue  hir-sclf  sittinge  as  a  justyse, 
Assembled  been,  his  answere  for  to  hero ; 
And  afterward    this    knight    was    bmlo 

appere.  lu.^ti 

To  every  wight  comandcd  was  silence, 
And  that    tho    knight    sholde    telle    in 

audience, 
What  thing  that  worldly  wommen  loven 

best. 
This  knight  ne  stood  nat  stillo  as  doth 

a  best, 
But  to  his  qucstioun  anon  answordo   loj^ji 
With  manly  voys,  that  ol  the  court  it 

herde:  (180) 

'  My  lige  lady,  generally,'  quod  ho, 

*  Wommen  desyren  to  have  sovorej-nteo 
As  wol  over  hir  housbond  as  hir  love. 
And  for  to  boon  in  maistrio  him  above ; 
This  is  your  mosto  des^'r,  thogh  ye  me 

kille,  J  041 

Doth  OS  3'ow  list,  I  am  heer  at  jrour  wille.' 

In  al  the  court  no  was  ther  wyf  no 

mayde, 
Xe  widwe,  that  contraried  that  he  sayde. 
But    seyden,    'he   was  worthy  han    his 

lyf.'  1045 

And  with  that  word  up  stirte  tho  oldo 

wj-f,  (l(/>) 

Which  that  the  knight  saugh  sittinge  in 

tho  grene : 

*  Mercy,'  quod  she,   *my  sovereyn  lady 

queue ! 
Er  that  your  court  departe,  do  me  right. 
I  taughte  this  answere  un-to  the  knight ; 
For  which  he  plighto  me  his    trouthe 

there,  1051 

The  firste  thing  I  woldo  of  him  rcqucre, 
He  woldo  it  do,  if  it  lay  in  his  might. 
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Bifore  the  court  tlian  preyo  I  tliee,  sir 

knight,* 
QuckI  sho,  '  that  thoa  me  take  nn-to  thy 

wyf;  1055 

For  -wcl  thou  wost  that  I  have  kept  thy 

lyf.  (joo) 

If  I  Rc'y  fuls,  sey  nay,  uiM)n  thy  fey !  * 
This    knight    answorde,    *  alias!    and 

weylawey ! 
I  w(K>t  right  wel  that   swich  vraa   my 

hihesto.  1059 

For  goddes  love,  as  chees  a  newe  requesto ; 
Tak  al  my  go<xl,  and  lat  my  body  go.* 
'  Nay  than,'  quod  she,  *  I  shrewe  ns 

hothe  two! 
For  thogh  that  I  be  foul,  and  old,  and 

pore, 
I  nolde  for  al  the  metal,  no  for  ore, 
That  under  crtho  is  grave,  or  l3rth  above, 
But-if  thy   wyf  I    were,    and   eek   thy 

love.'  (210)  1066 

'  My  love  ? '  quod  ho  ;  *  nay,  my  damp- 

uacioun  ! 
Alios  !  that  any  of  my  nacioun 
Sholde  ever  so  foule  disparaged  be !  * 
But  al  for  n^^ht,  the  ende  is  this,  that  he 
Constreyncd   was,  ho   nedes  moste  hir 

weddo ;  1071 

.\nd  takcth  his  olde  wjrf,  and  gooth  to 

bedde. 
Now  wolden  som  men  scye,  paraventnre. 
That,  for  my  nocligenco,  I  do  no  cure 
To  tcUcn  yow  tho  joyo  and  al  th'anuy 
That  at  the  feste  was  that  ilke  day.    {220) 
To  whicbo  thing  shortly  answero  I  shal ; 
I  seye,  ther  nas  no  joye  ne  feste  at  al, 
Ther  nas  but  hevinosse  and  muche  sorwe ; 
For  prively  he  wedded  hir  on  a  morwo. 
Anil  al  day  after  hidde  him  as  an  oule  ; 
So  wo  was  him,  his  wyf  looked  so  foule. 
Greet  was  the  wo  the  knight  hadde  in 

his  thoght. 
Whan  he  was  with  his  wyf  a-bedde  y- 

broght ;  1084 

lie  wulweth,  and  ho  tumeth  to  and  fro. 
His  olde  wyf  lay  smylinge  evormo,      (230) 
And  seyde,  '  o  dore  housbond,  heh'cite  ! 
Fiireth  every  knight  thus  with  his  wyf 

as  yo? 
Is  this  tho  lawe  of  king  Arthures  hons  ? 
Is  every  knight  of  his  so  dangerous  ?  1090  I 


I  am  your  oweno  lovo  and  eek  your  wyf; 
I  am  sho,  which  that  savod  liath  your  \yi\ 
And  certes,  yet  dido  I  yow  never  unright ; 
Why  feupo  ye  thus  with  mo  this  Arste  night? 
Yo  faron  lyk  a  man  had  lost  his  wit :  109;^ 
What  is  my  gilt?  for  godd's  love,  tel 
me  it,  (240) 

And  it  shal  been  amended,  if  I  may.' 

*  Amended  ? '  quod  this  knight,  *  alias ! 

nay,  nay ! 
It  wol  nat  been  amended  never  mo ! 
Thou  art  s«  loothly,  and  so  old  also,    1 100 
And  ther-to  comen  of  so  lowo  a  kinde. 
That  litel  wonder  is,  thogh  I  walwe  and 

windo. 
So  wolde  god  myn  herte  wolde  breste  ! ' 

*  Is  this,'  quod  she,  *■  the  cause  of  your 

unresto?'  1104. 

*  Ye,  certainly,'  quod  he,  •  no  wonder  is.' 
'  Now,  sire,'  quod  she,  '  I  coude  amende 

al  this,  (250) 

If  that  me  liste,  cr  it  were  dayes  three, 
So  wel  ye  mighte  hero  yow  un-to  me. 

But  for  ye  spoken  of  swich  gentillesse 
As  is  descended  out  of  old  richesse,      i  no 
That  therfore  sholden  yo  be  gentil  men, 
Swich  arrogance  is  nat  worth  an  hen. 
Loke  who  that  is  most  vertuous  alway, 
Privee  and  apert,  and  most  entendeth  ay 
To  do  the  gentil  dedes  that  he  can,      1 1 15 
And    tak   him   for  the    grettest    gentil 

man.  (260) 

Crist  wol,  we  clayme  of  him  our  gentil- 


Nat  of  our  eldros  for  hir  old  richesse. 
For  thogh  they  yevo  us  al  hir  horitago, 
For  which  we  clajono  to  been  of  heigh 


parage. 


1 120 


Yet  may  they  nat  biquetho,  for  no-thing, 
To  noon  of  us  hir  vertuous  living. 
That  made  hem  gontil  men  y-called  be ; 
And  bad  us  folwen  hem  in  swich  degree. 

Wel  can  tho  wyse  pooto  of  Florence, 
That  highto  Dant,  spoken  in  this  sentence; 
Lo  in  swich  manor  rym  is  Dantes  tale : 
"Ful  seldo  up  rs^seth  by  his  branches 
smale  (272)1128 

Prowesse  of  man ;  for  god,  of  his  good- 

nesse, 
Wol  that  of  him  we  clayme  our  gentil- 
lesse;" 1130 


U  2 


o 


80 


tit  tanittiutji  Zatuf. 
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For   of    our    cldres    may    we    no-thing 

clayme  113' 

But  temporel  thing,  that  man  may  hnrte 

and  mayme. 
Eek  every  wight  wot  this  as  wel  as  I, 
If  gcntillesse  were  planted  naturelly 
Vn-to  a  certeyn  linage,  doun  the  lyne, 
Privee  ne  aport,  than  wolde  they  never 

fjme  (a8o)  11 36 

To  doon  of  gentillesse  the  faire  o£fyce ; 
They  mighte  do  no  vUeinye  or  vyce. 

Tak  fyr,  and  ber  it  in  the  derkeste  hous 
Bitwix  this  and  the  mount  of  Caucasus, 
And  lat  men  shette  the  dores  and  go 

thonno;  1141 

Yet  wol  the  fyr  as  faire  lye  and  brenne, 
As  twenty  thousand  men  mighte  it  biholde ; 
His  office  naturel  ay  wol  it  holde, 
irp  peril  of  my  lyf,  til  that  it  dye.        1 145 
Heer  may  ye  see  wel,  how  that  genterye 
Is  nat  annexed  to  possessioun,  (291) 

Sith  folk  ne  doon  hir  oi>eracioun 
Alwoy,  as  dooth  the  fyr,  lo !  in  his  kinde. 
For,  god  it  woot,  men  may  wel  often  flnde 
A  lordes  sone  do  shame  and  vileinye ;  1 151 
And  he  that  wol  han  prjrs  of  his  gentryo 
For  ho  was  boren  of  a  gentil  hous, 
And  liadde  hise  eldrcs  noble  and  vertuous. 
And  nil  him-selvcn  do  no  gontil  dedis,  1 155 
Ne  folwe  his  gentil  auncestre  that  deed  is. 
He  nis  nnt  gentil,  be  ho  duk  or  erl ;    (301) 
For  vileyns  sinful  dedos  make  a  chorL 
For  gentillesse  nis  but  renomee  1159 

Of  thjnie  aunccstres,  for  hir  heigh  bountee, 
^Vhich  is  a  strange  thing  to  thy  persone. 
Thy  gentillesse  cometh  fro  god  allone ; 
Than  comth  our  verray  gentillesse  of  gp:uce. 
It  was  n<v4hingbiquothe  us  with  our  place. 
Thcnkcth  how  noble,  as  seith  Valerius, 
Was  thilke  Tullius  Hostilius,      (310)  1166 
Tliat  out  of  i)overt  roos  to  heigh  noblesse. 
Itedeth  Sonek,  and  redoth  eek  Boteo, 
Ther  shul  ye  scon  expros  that  it  no  drede  is. 
That  he  is  gentil  that  doth  gontil  dedis ; 
And  therfore,  leve  housbond,  I  thus  con- 
clude, 1 171 
Al  were  it  that  myne  auncestros  were  rude, 
Y«»t  may  the  bye  god,  and  so  hope  I, 
Granto  me  grace  to  liven  vertuously.  11 74 
Tlianne  am  I  gentil,  whan  that  I  biginne 
To  liven  vertuously  and  weyve  sinne.  (320) 


And  ther-as  ye  of  xMvert  me  repreve, 
The  hyo  god,  on  whom  that  wo  bileve. 
In  wilful  povert  chees  to  live  his  lyf.  1 179 
And  certes  every  man,  maydon,  or  wyf. 
May  understonde  that  Jesus,  hevene  king, 
Ne  wolde  nat  chose  a  vicious  li\dng. 
Glad  povert  is  an  honest  thing,  certojoi ; 
This  wol  Sonek  and  othere  clcrkes  so3m. 
Who-so  that  halt  him  payd  of  his  poverte, 
I  holde  him  riche,  al  haddo  he  nat  a 
sherte.  (330)  1186 

He  that  coveyteth  is  a  povre  wight. 
For  he  wolde  han  that  is  nat  in  liis  might. 
But  he  that  noght  hath,  ne  coveyteth  have, 
Is  riche,  al-though  ye  holde  him  but  a 
knave.  1190 

Verray  povert,  it  singoth  proprely ; 
Juvenal  seith  of  jyovort  mcrily  : 
**The  povre  man,  whan  he  goth  by  the 

weye, 
Bifore  the  theves  ho  may  singe  and  pleyc.** 
Povert  is  hatefHil  good,  and,  as  I  gesse,  1 195 
A  ful  greet  bringer  out  of  bLsinesso ;  (340) 
A  greet  amender  eek  of  sapience 
To  him  that  taketh  it  in  pacieuco. 
Povert  is  this,  al-though  it  seme  elonge : 
Possessioun,  that  no  wight  wol  chalenge. 
Povert  ful  ofte,  whan  a  man  is  lowe,  xjoi 
Maketh  his  god  and  eek  him-self  to  knowe. 
Povert  a  spectacle  is,  as  thinkoth  me, 
Thurgh  which  ho  may  his  verray  frendes 

see. 
And  therfore,  sire,  sin  that  I  noght  yow 
greve,  1305 

Of  my  povert  na-moro  ye  me  repreve.  (350) 

Now,  sire,  of  elde  ye  repreve  me ; 
And  certes,  sire,  thogh  noon  auctoritee 
Were  in  no  book,  ye  gentils  of  honour 
Seyn  that  men  sholdc  an  old  wight  doon 
favour,  1210 

And  clepe  him  fa<lcr,  for  your  gentillesse ; 
And  auctours  shal  I  linden,  as  I  gesse. 

Now  ther  ye  seye,  that  I  am  foul  and  old. 
Than  drede  you  noght  to  been  a  cokewold ; 
For  filthe  and  elde,  al-so  mote  I  thee,  13 15 
Been  greto  wardeyns  up-on  chastitce.  (36c») 
But  nathelecs,  sin  I  knowe  your  delyt, 
I  shal  fulAUe  your  worldly  appetyt. 

Chccs  now,'  quod  she,  *oon  of  thise 
thing(»  tweye,  1219 

To  han  me  foul  and  old  til  that  I  deyo, 
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And  be  to  yow  a  trewe  humblo  wyf, 
And  never  yow  displcse  in  al  my  lyf, 
Or  olles  ye  wol  hnn  me  yong  and  fair, 
And  take  yimr  avontnre  of  the  repair  1224 
That  shal  be  to  your  hous,  by-cause  of  me, 
Or  in  som  other  place,  may  wel  be.    (3;\>) 
Now  cheos  yonr-selven,  whether  that  yow 
lykoth.' 
TIhs    knight    avyseth    him   and    sore 
sykoth, 
Bnt  ntto  lasto  he  scydo  in  this  mancre, 
'  My  latly  and  my  love,  and  wyf  so  dore, 
I  put  me  in  your  wyse  governance  ;    1231 
Chesoth  your-solf,  which   may  bo  most 

plosanco, 
And  miost  liononr  to  yow  and  mo  also. 
I  do  no  fors  the  whether  of  the  two ; 
For  as  yow  lyketh,  it  snfflseth  me.'       1255 
'  Thanno  liavo  I  gete  of  yow  maistrye,' 
quod  slie,  (380) 

'  Sin  I  may  chese,  and  goveme  as  me  lest?' 
'  Ye,  cortes,  wj-f,'  (juod  ho,  '  I  holde  it 

U'St.* 
'Kis  me,'  qnoil  she,  'we  be  no  longer 
wn^ithe ;  1239 

For,  by  my  trouthe,  I  wol  be  to  yow  bothe. 
This  is  to  seyn,  ye,  botho  fair  and  good. 
1  i)rey  to  god  that  I  mot  sterven  wood, 


But  I  to  yow  be  al-so  good  and  trewe 
As  ever  was  wyf,  sin  that  the  world  was 

newe. 
And,  but  I  be  to-mom  as  fair  to  sene  124s 
As  any  lady,  emperyce,  or  quene,       (390) 
That  is  bitwixe  the  est  and  eke  the  west. 
Doth  with  my  lyf  and  deeth  right  as  yow 

lest. 
Cast  up  the  curtin,  loke  how  that  it  is.' 
And  whan  the  knight  saugh  verraily  al 

this,  1350 

That  she  so  fair  was,  and  so  yong  ther-to. 
For  joye  ho  hente  hir  in  his  armes  two. 
His  herte  bathed  in  a  bath  of  blisse ; 
A  thousand   tjnoie    a-rowe    he  gau    hir 

kisse. 
And  she  obeyctl  him  in  every  thing     1255 
Tliat  mighte  d(X)n  him  plcsance  or  lyking. 
And  thus  they  live,  uu-to  hir  l>-vcs 

cnde,  (401) 

In  i^arfit  joye ;  and  Jesu  Crist  us  sendo 
Housbondcs  meko,  yonge,  and  fresslie  a- 

beddc,  1259 

And  grace  t'ovcrbydo  hem  that  we  wedde. 
And  eek  I  preye  Jesu  shorte  hir  lyvos 
That  wol  nat  be  governed  by  hir  wyves ; 
And  olde  and  angry  nigardcs  of  dispence, 
God  sende  hem  sono  verray  pestilence. 


Here  endeth  the  Wyves  Tale  of  Bathe. 


THE    FRIAR'S   PROLOGUE. 


The  Prologe  of  the  Freres  tale. 


This  worthy  limitour,  this  noble  Frero,  1265 
He  made  alwey  a  maner  louring  chore 
T'p<»n  the  Somnonr,  but  for  honestce 
No  viloyns  word  as  yot  to  him  spak  he. 
But  atte  laste  he  seyde  un-to  the  Wyf, 
'Dame,*  quo<l  he,   'god  yeve  yow  right 
g<XHl  lyf!  1270 

Yo  han  heer  touched,  al-so  mote  I  thee. 
In  scole-matere  greet  diificultee ; 


Y'e  han  seyd  muchel  thing  right  wel,  t 
seye ;  (9) 

But  dame,  here  as  we  rydon  by  the  wejre, 
Vs  nedeth  nat  to  speken  but  of  game,  1275 
And  leto  auctoritees,  on  goddes  name. 
To  proching  and  to  scole  eek  of  clergye. 
But  if  it  lyko  to  this  companye, 
I  wol  yow  of  a  somnour  telle  a  game.  1279 
Pardee,  ye  may  wel  knowe  by  the  name, 
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That  of   a    Boxnnonr  may  no  good  bo 

Bayd; 
I  prayo  that  noon  of  you  bo  yvel  apayd. 
A  Bomnoiir  is  a  renner  up  and  doun 
With  mandemonta  for  fomicacioun,    (20) 
And  is  y-bet  at  every  tonnes  ende/      1285 
Oar  host  tho  Bi>ak,  *a!  sire,  ye  sholde 

be  hende 
And  curteys,  as  a  man  of  yonr  estaat ; 
In  companye  wo  wol  have  no  debaat. 
Telleth  your  tale,  and  lat  the  Somnonr 

be.' 


*Nay,*   quod  the   Somnour,   *hit  liim 
seye  to  mo  1390 

What  so  him  list ;  whan  it  comth  to  my  lot, 
By  god,  I  shal  him  qnyten  every  grot. 
I  shal  him  tellen  which  a  greet  honour  (29) 
It  is  to  bo  a  flateringe  limitour ;     [T.  6876 
And  his  oiiyce  I  shal  him  telle,  y-wis.* 

[T.6879 
Our  host  answerde,  'pees,  na-more  of 
this.*  1296 

And  after  this  he  seydo  un-to  the  Frero, 
*  Tel  forth  your  tale,  leve  maister  doere.' 


Here  endeth  the  Prologe  of  the  Frere. 


THE    FRERES    TALE. 


Here  biginneth  the  Freres  tale. 


Wdilom  thcr  was  dwollinge  in  my  contree 

An  erchedoken,  a  man  of  heigh  degree, 

Tliat  boldely  dide  cxecuciouu  1301 

In  punisshiuge  of  fomicacioun, 

Of  wicchecraft,  and  oek  of  bauderyo. 

Of  diffamacioun,  and  avoutrye. 

Of  chircho-reves,  and  of  testaments,    1305 

Of  contractes,  and  of  lakke  of  sacraments, 

And  cek  of  many  another  manor  cryme 

[T.  om. 
Wliich  nedoth  nat  rehercen  at  this  tymo ; 

[T.  om. 
Of  usure,  and  of  sy monye  also.  (11) 

But  certcfl,  lechours  dido  he  grettost  wo ; 
They  sholde  singcn,  if  that  they  wore 

hont;  13 1 1 

And  smalo  tytheres  wcron  foule  y-shcnt. 
If  any  persone  woldo  up-on  hem  pleyne, 
Ther  mighto  astcrte   him   no   i>ocunial 

pcyne. 
For  smale  tythcs  and  for  smal  oiTringo  13 15 
Ho  inado  tho  peple  pitonsly  to  singe. 
For  cr  tho  bisshoi)  caughto  hem  with  his 

hook, 


They  woron  in  the  orchedeknes  book.  ^20) 
Thanno  hadde  he,  thnigh  his  jurisdic- 

cioun. 
Power  to  doon  on  hem  correccioun,    1330 
He  hadde  a  Somnour  redy  to  his  bond, 
A  slyer  boy  was  noon  in  Engelond ; 
For  subtilly  he  hadde  his  cspiaille, 
That  taughto  him,  wher  that  him  mighto 

availle.  1324 

He  coude  spare  of  lechours  oon  or  two, 
To  techen  him  to  foure  and  twenty  mo. 
For  thogh  this  Somnour  wood  were  as  an 

hare, 
To  telle  his  harlotry©  I  wol  nat  spare ;  (30) 
For  wo  been  out  of  his  correccioun ; 
They  ban  of  us  no  jurisdiccioun,  1330 

No  never  shullen,  tcrmo  of  alle  hir  lyves. 
*  Peter!   so  been  tho  wommen  of  the 

st>'ves,' 
Quod  the  Somnour,  'y-put  out  of  my  cure ! ' 
'  Pecs,  with  miscliance  and  with  mis- 

aventuro,' 
Thus  scyde  our  host,  *aud  lat  him  telle 

his  tale.  1335 
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Now  tellcth  forth,  thogh  that  the  Som- 

nour  palo, 
No  si>aretli  nat,  myn  owcne  maister  dere.* 
Tills  iiilse  thecf,  tliis  Somuour,  quod 

the  Frero,  (40) 

Hadde  alwey  bandes  rody  to  hiB  hond, 
As  any  hank  to  lure  in  Engelond,       1340 
Tliut  toldo  hiui  al  the  secree  that  they 

kncwe ; 
For  hir  acqneyntance  was  nat  oome  of- 

nowe. 
They  weren  hise  approwours  prively ; 
He  took  him-self  a  greet  profit  therby ; 
His  maister  knew  nat  alwey  what  he  wan. 
AVith -oaten  mandcnient,alewed  man  1346 
Ho  conde  somne,  on  poyne  of  Cristes  curs, 
And  they  were  gladdo  for  to    fille  his 

purs,  (50) 

And  make  him  grcte  festes  atto  nalc. 
And  right  as  Judas  hadde  purses  smale, 
And  was  a  theef,  right  swich  a  theef  was 

lio ;  i35> 

His  maister  hadde  but  half  his  dn(5tee. 
He  was,  if  I  shal  yeven  him  his  laude, 
A  theef,  and  eek  a  Sumnour,  and  a  baude. 
He  hadde  ct^k  wenches  at  his  retenue,  1355 
That,  whether  that  sir  Ilobert  or  sir  Huwe, 
Or  Jakke,  or  Hauf,  or  who-so  that  it  were, 
That  lay  by  hem,  they  tolde  it  in  his  ere ; 
Thus  wus  the  wencho  and  he  of  oon  as- 
sent. (61) 
And  ho  woldo  feccho  a  feyned  mande- 
mcnt,                                                   i36i> 
And  somno  hem  to  the  chapitre  botho  two, 
And  i)ilo  the  man,  and  lete  the  wencho  go. 
Thnnne  woldo  ho  seye,  '  frend,  I  shal  for 
tliy  sake                                             1363 
Do  Btrj'ken  hir  ont  of  our  lettrcs  blako; 
Thee  thar  na-more  as  in  this  cas  travaille ; 
I  am  thy  freend,  ther  I  thee  may  availle.' 
Certoyn  ho  knew  of  bryberyes  mo 
Tlian  possible  is  to  telle  in  ye  res  two.  (70) 
For  in  this  world  nis  doggo  for  the  bowe, 
That   can   an  hurt  deer  from  an   hool 
y-knowe,                                              1370 
Bet  than  this  Somnour  know  a  sly  lechour, 
Or  an  avoutor,  or  a  paramour. 
And,  for  that  was  the  fruit  of  al  his  rente, 
Therforo  on  it  he  setto  id  his  entente. 

And  so  bifel,  that  ones  on  a  day       1375 
This  Somnour,  over  waiting  on  his  pray, 


Rood  for  to  somne  a  widwe,  an  old  ribybe, 
Feyningo  a  cause,  for  he  wolde  biybe.  (80) 
And  happed  that  he  saugh  bifore  him  ryde 
A  gay  yeman,  under  a  forest-sydc.  1380 
A  bowe  ho  bar,  and  arwes  brighte  and 

kene; 
He  hadde  np-on  a  courtepy  of  grene ; 
An  hat  up-on  his  heed  with  frenges  blake. 
*Sir,'  quod  this  Somnour,  *hayl!  and 

wel  a-take ! ' 
'Wel-oome,'  quod   he,  *and  everj-  good 

felawe !  13^5 

Wher  rydestow  under  this  grene  shawo  ?  * 
Seyde  this  yeman,  *  wiltow  for  to  day  ?* 
Til  is  Sonmour  him  answerde,  and  seyde, 

*nay;  (90) 

Heer  faste  by,*  quod  he,  *  is  myn  entente 
To  ryden,  for  to  reysen  up  a  rente       1390 
That  longeth  to  my  lordes  duCtoe.' 

*  Artow  thanne  a  baill^'  ?  *    *  Ye ! '  quod 

he. 
He  dorste  nat,  for  verray  filtlie  and  shame, 
Seye  that  he  was  a  somnour,   for  the 

name. 
^  DepardieuXy   quod  this  yeman,  'dere 

brother,  1395 

Thou  art  a  bailly,  and  I  am  another. 
I  am  unknowen  as  in  this  contree  ;  (99) 
Of  thyn  aqueyntance  I  wolde  praye  thee, 
And  eek  of  brotherhede,  if  that  3-ow  lesto. 
I  have  gold  and  silver  in  my  cheste ;  1400 
If  that  thee  happe  to  comen  in  our  shyre, 
Al  shal  be  thj*n,  right  as  thou  wolt  desyre.* 
'  Orantmercy,'  quod  this  Somnour,  *  by 

my  feith ! ' 

Everich  in  otheres  hand  his  trouthe  leith, 

For  to  be  swome  brotheren  til  they  deyo. 

In  daliance  they  rydcn  forth  hirweye.  1406 

This  Somnour,  which  that  was  as  fVil 

of  jangles. 
As  ful  of  venim  been  tliise  wariangles,  (no) 
And  ever  enquering  uiM>n  every  thing, 
'  Brother,'  quod  he,  '  where  is  now  your 

dwelling,  1410 

Another  day  if  that  I  sholdo  yow  seche  ? ' 

This   yeman    him   answerde   in   softe 

speche, 
'Brother,'   quod  he,    * fer  in  the  north 

contree, 
AVlier,  as  I  hope,  8om-t>nno  I  shal  thee  see. 
£r  we  departe,  I  shal  thee  so  wel  wisse, 
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Tl&at  of  myn  hons   ne   shaltow  never 
miwe.'  1416 

« Now,  brother,*  quod  this  Somnonr,  *  I 
yow  preye, 
Teche  me,  "whyl  that  we  ryden  by  the 
weye,  (lao) 

Sin  that  yo  been  a  baillif  as  am  I, 
Som  Bubtiltee,  and  tel  me  I'eithfnlly    1430 
In  myn  offyce  how  I  may  most  winne ; 
And  spareth  nat  for  conscience  ne  sinne, 
Bnt  as  my  brother  tel  me,  how  do  ye  ? ' 
*Now,  by  my  troutho,  brother  dere,' 

seyde  ho, 
*  As  I  shal  tellen  thee  a  feithfol  tale,  1425 
My  wages  been  ful  strcite  and  ttd  smale. 
My  lord  is  hard  to  me  and  daungeroos. 
And  myn  offyce  is  fal  laborons ;  (130) 

And  therfore  by  extorcions  I  live. 
For  sothe,  I  take  al  that  men  wol  me 

yive ;  1430 

Algate,  by  sleyghte  or  by  violence. 
Fro  yeer  to  yeer  I  winne  al  my  dispence. 
I  can  no  bettre  telle  feithfVilly.* 

*Now,  ccrtes,'  quod  this  Somnour,  *so 

fare  I; 
I  spare  nat  to  taken,  god  it  woot,        1435 
Bnt-if  it  be  to  hevy  or  to  hoot. 
What  I  may  gete  in  consoil  prively, 
No  maner  conscience  of  that  have  I ;  (140) 
Nere  myn  extorcioun,  I  mighte  nat  liven, 
No  of  swiche  japes  wol  I  nat  be  shriven. 
Stomak  ne  conscience  ne  knowe  I  noon ; 
I  shrewe  thise  shrifle-fadres  everichoon. 
Wei  be  we  met,  by  god  and  by  seint 

Jame! 
But,  leve  brother,  tel  me  than  thy  name,' 
Quod  this  Somnour;  and  in  this  mene 

whyle,  1445 

This  yeman  gan  a  litel  for  to  smyle. 
*  Brother,'  quod  he,  *  wiltow  that  I  thee 

tcUe? 
I  am  a  feend,  my  dwelling  is  in  helle.  (150) 
And  hero  I  r>'do  about  my  purchasing. 
To  wite  wher  men  wolde  yeve  me  any 

thing.  1450 

My  purchas  is  th'effect  of  al  my  rente. 
Loke  how  thou  rydost  for  the  same  en- 
tente. 
To  winne  good,  thou  rekkcst  never  how ; 
Right  so  fare  I,  for  ryile  wolde  I  now 
Un-to  the  worldes  ende  for  a  preye.'    1455 


*  A,*  quod  this  Somnour,  *  ben'dUy  what 

sey  ye? 
I  wende  ye  were  a  yeman  trewely. 
Ye  ban  a  mannes  shap  as  wel  as  I ;    (ifx)) 
Han  ye  figure  than  detorminat 
In  helle,  ther  yo  been  in  your  estat?'  i4<»i> 
*Nay,  oertoinly,'  quod  he,  'ther  have 

we  noon ; 
But  whan  us  lyketh,  we  can  take  us  o(>n, 
Or  elles  make  yow  seme  we  ben  shape 
Som-tyme  lyk  a  man,  or  lyk  an  ape  ; 
Or  lyk  an  angel  can  I  ryde  or  go.         1465 
It  is  no  wonder  thing  thogh  it  be  so ; 
A  lousy  jogolour  can  deceyve  thee, 
And  pardee,  yet  can  I  more  craft  than 

he.'  (170) 

'  Why,'  quod  the  Somnour,  *  r>*de  ye 

thanne  or  goon  i4(x.) 

In  sondry  shap,  and  nat  alwey  in  oon  ? ' 

*  For  we,'  quod  he, '  wol  us  swich  formes 

make 
As  most  able  is  oar  prcyes  for  to  take.* 

*  What   makoth  yow  to   han    al  tliis 

labour?' 

*  Ful  many  a  cause,  leve  sir  Somnour.' 
Seyde  this  feend,  'but  alio  thing  hath 

tyme.  1475 

The  day  is  short,  and  it  is  passed  pryme, 
And  yet  ne  wan  I  no-thing  in  this  day. 
I  wol  entende  to  winnen,  if  I  may,     (180) 
And  nat  entende  our  wittes  to  declare. 
For,  brother  myn,  thy  wit  is  al  to  bare  1480 
To  understonde,  al-thogh  I  tolde  hem  thee. 
But,  for  thou  axest  why  labouren  we ; 
For,  som-tyme,  we  ben  goddes  instru- 
ments. 
And  menes  to  don  his  comandements. 
Whan  that  him  list,  ni>-on  his  creatures, 
In  divers  art  and  in  divers  figures,     i486 
With-outen  him  we  have  no  might,  cer- 
tayn,  (i8<;) 

If  that  him  list  to  stondon  ther-agayn. 
And  som-tyme,  at  our  prayere,  han  we  leve 
Only  the  body  and  nat  the  soule  greve ; 
Witnesso  on  Job,  whom  that  we  diden 
wo.  1401 

And  som-tyme  han  we  might  of  bothe  two, 
This  is  to  seyn,  of  soule  and  body  eke. 
And  somtyme  be  wo  sufifred  for  to  seke 
Up-on  a  man,  and  doon  his  soule  unrest'C, 
And  nat  his  body,  and  al  is  for  the  beste. 
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Whan  he  withstandeth  oar  temptacioun, 
It  is  a  cauflo  of  his  savacioun ;  (jog) 

Al-l)G-it  that  it  was  nat  onr  entente 
He  sholdo  be  sauf,  bnt   that  we  woldo 
him  hento.  1500 

And  som-tynio  be  we  servant  nn-to  man, 
As  to  tlio  crchobisshop  Seint  Donstan 
And  to  tho  apostles  servant  oek  was  L' 
'  Yet  tcl  mo,'  quod  tho  Somnour,  'feith- 

fully, 
^lake  ye  yow  ncwe  bodies  thns  alway  1505 
Of  elements?'  the  foend  answerde,  *nay; 
Som-tyme  wo  fejTie,  and  soni-tyme  we 

arj-so 
With  dode  bodies  in  ful  sondry  wsrse,  (210) 
And  spckc  ns  renably  and  fairo  and  wel 
As  to  the  rhit<missa  dide  SamueL        1510 
And  yet  wol  soin  men  seyo  it  was  nat  ho ; 
I  do  no  fors  of  your  divinitee. 
Bnt  o  thing  wame  I  thee,  I  wol  nat  jape, 
Thou  wolt  algatos  witc  how  we  ben  shape ; 
Thou   shalt   hcr-aft«rward,   my   brother 

dcrc,  15 15 

C'om  thcr  thee  ncdeth  nat  of  mo  to  lore. 
For  thou  shalt  by  thyn  owcne  experience 
(?onno  in  a  chayor  redo  of  this  sentonco 
Bet  than  Virgyle,  whyl  ho  was  on  lyve. 
Or  Diint  also ;  now  lat  us  rydo  blyve.  15^0 
For  I  wol  holdo  companye  with  thee  (223) 
Til  it  bo  so,  that  thou  forsake  me.' 

^Xuy,'  quod  this  Somnour,  'that  shal 

nat  bitydo ; 
T  am  a  yeman,  knowen  is  ful  wyde  ; 
My  trouthe  wol  I  holdo  as  in  this  cas.  1525 
For  though  thou  were  the  devel  Sathanas, 
Mj-  trouthe  wol  I  holdo  to  my  brother, 
As  I  am  Rwom,  and  ech  of  us  til  other  (230) 
Fur  to  bo  trowe  brother  in  this  cas ; 
And  bothe  wu  goon  abouten  our  purchas. 
Tak  thou  thy  part,  what  that  men  wol 

thoo  j'ivo,  1531 

And  I  slml  myn  ;  thus  may  we  bothe  live. 
And  if  that  any  of  us  have  more  than 

other, 
Jjiit  him  bo  trewo,  and  iiarte  it  with  his 

brother.' 
'  I  graunto,'  quod  tho  dovel, '  by  my  fey.' 
And  with  that  word  they  rj-den  forth  hir 

way.  1536 

And  right  at  tho  ontring  of  tho  tonnes 

cnde, 
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To  which  this  Somnour  shoop  hixn  for  to 

wende,  (240) 

They  saugh  a  cart,  that  cliargod  was  with 

hey, 

Which  that  a  carter  droof  forth  in  his  wcy. 

Deep  was  tho  wey,  for  which  the  carte 

stood.  154 1 

The  carter  smoot,  and  cryde,  as  he  were 

wood, 
*  Hayt,  Brok !  ha3't,  Scot !  what  spare  3'0 

for  the  stones? 
The  feend,'  quod  ho,   *yow  fccche  body 

and  bones, 

As  ferforthly  as  ever  were  ye  foled  !    154,5 

So  mnche  wo  as  I  have  with  yow  tholed ! 

The  devel  liavo  al^  bothe  hors  and  cart 

and  hey ! ' 

This   Somnour   soydo,    'hoer  shal  wo 

have  a  ploy ;  *  (250) 

And  neer  the  foend  he  drough,  as  noght 

no  were, 
Ful  prively,  and  rouncd  in  his  ere  :      1550 
'  Herkne,   my    brother,    herknc,   l)y  thy 

feith ; 
Herestow  nat  how  t'.iat  the  carter  scith  ? 
Hent  it  anon,  for  he  hath  yeve  it  thee, 
Bothe  hey  and  cart,  and  oek  hiso  caplos 
three.' 
*  Nay,*  quod  the  devel,  *  god  wot,  never 
a  deel ;  1555 

It  is  nat  his  entente,  trust  me  weel. 
Axe  him  thy-self,  if  thon  nat  trowest  me, 
Or  elles  stint  a  while,  and  thou  shalt 
see.*  (260) 

This  carter  thakkoth  his  hors  upon  tho 
croupe, 
And  they  bigonno  drawcn  and  to-stonpe ; 
'  Hoj't,  now ! '  quod  ho,  *  thcr  Jesu  Crist 

yow  blesse,  1561  "'^ 

And  al  his  handwork,  bothe  more  and 

lesse! 
That  was  wel  twight,  myn  ower.o  lyard 

boy! 
I  pray  god  save  theo  and  sCynt  Loy ! 
Now  is  my  cart  out  of  the  slow,  x>ardee !  * 
'Jx>!  brother,'  quod  tho  foend,  *what 
toldelthee?  1566 

Heer  may  ye  see,  myn  owone  dere  brother, 
The  carl  si>ak  00  thing,  bat  ho  thoghto 
another.  (270) 

Lat  ns  go  forth  abouten  our  viage ; 

3 


586 


^(e  £4n<erSurp  Zc^tu. 


[t.  7I52-7"5- 


Heer  -winne  I  no-thing  tii>-on  eariage.* 
Whan  that  they  comen  som-what  oat 
of  tonne,  1571 

This  Somnonr  to  his  brother  gan  to  ronno, 

*  Brother/  quod  he,  '  heer  woneth  an  old 

rebekke, 
That  hadde  almost  as  lief  to  lose  hir  nekke 
As  for  to  yevo  a  pony  of  hir  good.         1575 
I  wol  han  twolf  pens,  though  that  she  be 

wood, 
Or  I  wol  sompno  hir  nn-to  onr  oflfyce ; 
And  yet,  god  woot,  of  hir  knowe  I  no 

\-yce.  (280) 

But  for  thon  canst  nat,  as  in  this  contree, 
Winne  thy  cost,  tuk  hoer  ensample  of 

me.'  1580 

This  Somnonr  dappcth  at  the  widwes 

gat«. 

*  Com  ont,*  qnod  ho,  *  thou  oldo  viritrate ! 
I  trowe  thou  hast  som  frere  or  preest 

with  thee !  * 
*Who  olappeth?'    soydo  this  widwe, 

'hen'cUe! 
God  save  yon,  sire,  what  is  your  swete 

wille?»  1585 

*I  have,'  qnod  he,  'of  somonce  here 

abille; 
Tip  pernio  of  cnrsing,  loke  that  thou  be 
To-mom  bifore  the  erchedeknes  knee  (290) 
Tansworo  to  the  court  of  ccrtoyn  thinges.' 
'  Now,  lord,'  quod  she, '  Crist  Jesn,  king 

of  kinges,  1590 

So  wisly  helpe  mc,  as  I  ne  may. 
I  have  been  syk,  and  tliat  ful  many  a  day. 
I  may  nat  go  so  fer,'  quod  she,  '  ne  rydo. 
But  I  be  deed,  so  prikcth  it  in  my  s^'de. 
Hay  I  nat  axe  a  libel,  sir  Somnonr,     1595 
And  answere  there,  by  my  procntonr. 
To  swich  thing  as  men  wol  opposen  me?' 
*Yis,'  quod  this  Somnour,  'pay  anon, 

lat  se,  (3(X)) 

Twelf  pons  to  me,  and  I  w^ol  thee  acquyte. 
I  shall  no  profit  han  thor-by  but  l3rte ;  1600 
My  maister  hath  the  proAt,  and  nat  L 
Com  of,  and  lat  mo  rydcn  hastily ; 
Yif  me  twelf  pens,  I  may  no  lenger  tarie.* 
*  Twelf   pons,'    qnod    she,    *now   lady 

Seinte  Mario 
So  wisly  help  me  ont  of  care  and  sinne, 
This  wyde  world  thogh  that  I  sholde 

yrinne,  1606 


Ne  have  I  nat  twelf  pens  with-inne  myn 

hold.  (309) 

Ye  knowen  wel  that  I  am  povre  and  old  ; 

Kythe  your  almcsse  on  me  povre  wrocche.' 

'  Nay  than,'  qnod  he,  '  the  foule  feend 

me  fecche  1610 

If  I  th'excuse,  though  thon  shul  be  spilt ! ' 

*  Alas,'  quod  she,  '  god  woot,  I  have  no 

gilt' 
'Pay  me,'  qnod  he,  'or  by  the  ffwete 

seinte  Anne, 
Ab  I  wol  here  awey  thy  nowo  iwinno 
For  dette,  which  that  thou  owest  me  of 

old,  1615 

Whan  that  thon  madest  thyn  housbond 

cokewold, 
I  payde  at  hoom  for  thy  correccioun.* 
'Thon  lixt,'  qnod  she,  'by  my  sava- 

cioun !  (3^) 

Ne  was  I  never  er  now,  widwe  ne  wyf, 
Somoned  nn-to  your  court  in  al  my  lyf : 
Ne  never  I  nas  but  of  my  body  trewe !  1621 
Un-to  the  devel  blak  and  rough  of  hewe 
Yeve  I  thy  body  and  my  panne  also ! ' 

And  whan  the  devel  herde  hir  cursen  so 

Up-on  hir  kneos,  he  seyde  in  this  manere, 

'  Now  Maboly,  myn  owcne  moder  derc,  16^ 

Is  this  your  wil  in  emest,  that  yo  seye?' 

'The  devel,'  quod  she,  'so  fecche  him 

er  he  deye,  (331)) 

And  panne  and  al,  but  ho  wol  him  re- 

pente ! '  i6jo 

'  Nay,  olde  stot,  that  is  nat  myn  entente/ 
Quod  this  Somnour,  '  for  to  repente  me, 
For  any  tiling  that  I  have  had  of  thee  ; 
I  wolde  I  hadde  thy  smok  and  evcrv* 

clootli ! ' 
'  Now,  brother,'  quod  the  devel,  '  be  nat 

wrooth ; 
Thy  body  and  this  panne  ben  m^mo  by 

right.  1635 

Thou  shalt  with  me  to  hollo  yet  to-night, 
Where  thou  shalt  knowen  of  our  privetee 
More  than  a  maister  of  divinitee  : '  (340) 
And  with  that  word  this  foulo  feend  him 

hen  to ;  1630 

Body  and  sonic,  he  with  the  devel  wonto 
Wher-as  that  somnonrs  han  hir  licritage. 
And  god,  that  maked  after  his  image 
Mankinde,  save  and  gyde  us  alle  and 

some; 
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And   leve  this  Somnour  good    man  to 

bicome  ! 
Lordingcs,  I  coude  ban  told  yow,  qnod 

this  Frere,  1645 

Hodde  I  bcul  loyser  for  this  Somnour  here, 
After  the  t«xt  of  Crist  [and]  Foul  and  John, 
And  of  our  others  doctours  many  oon, 
Swiche  pe^Hfies,  that  your  hertes  migbte 

agrj'se,  (55  0 

Al-be-it  so,  no  ton^  may  devyse,        1650 
Thufj^Ii  that  I  mighto  a  thousand  winter 

telle, 
Tlio  peyno  of  thilke  cursed  bous  of  belle. 
i)ut,  for  to  kepe  us  fro  that  cursed  place, 
Wakoth,  and  preyctb  Jesu  for  bis  grace 


So  kepe  UB  fro  the  temptour  Satbanas.  1655 
Herketh  this  word,  betb  war  as  in  this 

cas; 
The  leoun  sit  in  bis  await  alway 
To  slee  the  innocent,  if  that  be  may.  (360) 
Disposeth  ay  your  hertes  to  withstonde 
The  feend,  that  yow  wolde  make  tbral 

and  bonde.  1660 

He  may  nattempten  yow  over  your  might ; 
For  Crist  wol   be  your  champion  and 

knight. 
And  prayeth  that  tbise  Somnours  hem 

repente 
Of  hir  misdedes,  er  that  the  feend  hem 

hente. 


Here  endeth  the  Freres  tale. 


THE   SOMNOUR'S    PROLOGUE. 


The  prologe  of  the  Somnours  Tale. 


Tins  Somnour  in  bis  stiropos  bye  stood  ; 
I'p-on  this  Frere  his  herte  was  so  wood, 
That  lyk  an  uspen  leef  he  quook  for  yre. 
'  Jjordinges,'  quod   ho,  *  but  o  thing  I 
desyre ; 
I  yow  biseko  that,  of  your  curteisye. 
Sin  ye  han  herd  this  false  Frere  lye,  1670 
As  sufFereth  me  I  may  my  tale  telle  ! 
This  Frere  bostcth  that  he  knoweth  belle, 
Aiul  god  it  woot,  that  it  is  litel  wonder  ; 
Freres  and  feendes  been  but  lyto  a-sonder. 
For  pardoe,  ye  han  ofte  tyme  herd  telle, 
How  that  a  frere  ravisshed  was  to  belle 
In  spirit  ones  by  a  visioun  ;  (13)  1677 

And  as  an  angel  ladde  him  up  and  doun, 
To  showen  him  the  pcynes  that  ther  were, 
In  al  the  place  saugh  he  nat  a  firere ;  1680 
Of  otiicr  iblk  he  Sjiugh  y-nowe  in  wo. 
Un-to  this  angel  spak  the  frore  tho  : 


"  Now,  sir,"  quod  he,  *'  han  freres  swich 

a  grace  (19) 

Thatnoonof  hem  sbal  come  to  this  place?'* 

"  Yis,"  quod  this  angel,  "  many  a  mil- 

lioun !  *'  1685 

And  un-to  Sathanas  he  ladde  him  doun. 
"And   now  hath   Sathanas,"  seith  he, 

"  a  tayl 
Droddor  than  of  a  carrik  is  the  sayL 
Hold  uj)  thy  tayl,  thou  Sathanas ! "  quod 

he,  1689 

' '  Shewe  forth  th3m  ers,  and  lat  the  frere  see 
Wher  is  the  nest  of  freres  in  this  place !" 
And,  er  that  half  a  furlong-wey  of  space. 
Right  so  as  bees  out  swarmen  from  an 

bjrve. 
Out  of  the  develes  ers  ther  gonne  dryve  (30) 
Twenty  thousand  fVeres  in  a  route,     1695 
And  thurgh-out  belle  swarmeden  aboute 
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And  comen  agayn,  as  fasto  as  they  may 

gon, 
And  in  his  ere  they  crepten  evcrichon. 
He  chipte  his  taj'l  ngayn,  and  lay  fhl  stille. 
This  frerc,  whan  he  loked  haddo  his  Alle 
Upon  the  torments  of  this  sory  placei  17UI 
His  spirit  god  restored  of  his  grace 


Un-to  his  body  agayn,  and  he  awook  ; 
But  natheles,  for  fere  yet  he  quook,     (40) 
So  was  the  develcs  en  ay  in  his  minde. 
That  is  his  heritage  of  verray  kinde.  171/) 
Qod    save    yuw   alle,  save   this   cursed 

Frero; 
My  prologo  wol  I  endo  in  this  manero.' 


Here  endeth  the  Prologe  of  the  Sonmours  Tale. 


THE    SOMNOURS   TALE. 


Here  biginneth  the  Somonour  his  Tale. 


LoKDnroKs,   thor  is  in  Yorkshire,   as  I 

gesse, 
A  merashy  contrco  called  Holdemcsso, 
In  which  ther  wente  a  limitoor  aboute,  171 1 
To  prcohe,  and  oek  to  begge,  it  is  no  douto. 
And  so  bifel,  that  on  a  day  this  froro 
Had  preched  at  a  chirche  in  his  manere. 
And  specially,  abovon  every  thing,      1715 
Excited  he  the  i>eplo  in  his  preching 
To  trentals,  and  to  yeve,  for  goddes  sake, 
Wher-with   men   mighten  holy  houses 

make,  (10) 

Ther  as  divyne  service  is  honoured, 
Nat  ther  as  it  is  wasted  and  devoured,  1720 
Ne  ther  it  ncdeth  nat  for  to  be  yive. 
As  to  possessionen,  that  mowen  live, 
Thanked  be  god,  in  wele  and  habundaunce. 
*  Trentals,'  seyde  ho,  '  dolivereu  fro  x>cn- 

aunce  1724 

Hir  freendes  soules,  as  wel  olde  as  yongc. 
Ye,  whan  that  they  been  hastily  ynsongu  ; 
Nat  for  to  holde  a  proost  joly  and  gay, 
He  singeth  nat  but  o  masse  in  a  day  ;  (20) 
Delivcreth  out,*  quod  he,  'anon  the  soules ; 
Ful  hard  it  is  with  fleshhook  or  with  oulos 
To  been  y-clawed,  or  to  brenno  or  bake  ; 
Now  spede  yow  hastily,  for  Cristos  sake.' 
And  whan   this  frere  had  soyd  al  his 

entente. 
With  qui  cum  poire  forth  his  wcy  he  wente. 


Whan  folk  in  chirche  had  yt^xe  him 

what  hem  loste,  173^ 

He  wente  his  wey,  no  longer  woldo  ho 

resto, 
With  scrippo  and  tipped  staf,  y-tukke<l 

hyo ;  (29) 

In  every  hous  he  gan  to  poiiro  and  prye, 
And  boggetli  melc,  and  chesc,  or  clles  corn. 
His  fclawe  haddo  a  staf  tipped  with  horn, 
A  peyre  of  tables  al  of  yvory ,  1 74 1 

And  a  poyntel  polisshed  fetisly. 
And  wroot  the  names  alwcy,  as  he  stood. 
Of  alle  folk  that  yaf  him  any  good,     1744 
Ascaunces  that  he  wolde  for  hem  preye. 
*  Yeve  us  a  busshel  whete,  malt,  or  re3'e, 
A  goddes  kochil,  or  a  trip  of  chesc. 
Or  elles  what  yow  list,  we  may  nat  ^hese ; 
A  goddes  halfpcny  or  a  masso-pcny,    (41) 
Or  yeve  us  of  your  brawn,  if  ye  have  cny ; 
A  dagon  of  your  blanket,  leve  dame,  1751 
Our  suster  dere,  lo !  here  I  write  your  n  ame ; 
Bacon  or  beef,  or  swich  thing  as  ye  finde/ 
A  sturdy  harlot  wente  ay  hem  biliinde, 
That  was  hir  hf>stes  man,  and  bar  a  sak. 
And  what  men  yui'  hem,  loyde  it  on  hi.t 

bak.  i75<» 

And  whan  that  he  was  out  at  iloro  anon. 
He  planed  awey  the  names  evcrichon  (50) 
That  he  bifom  had  writen  in  his  tables  ; 
He  served  hem  with  nyfles  and  with  fables. 
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*Nay,  ther  thou  Ibct,  thou  Sonmonr,* 
quod  the  Frere.  1761 

*Pees/  quod   our    Host,    *for    Cristes 
moder  doro  ; 
Tel  forth  thy  talo  and  sparo  it  nat  at  aL* 
So  thrjrve  I,  quod  this  SomnooTf  so  I  shaL — 
So  longe  lio  wonte  hous  by  hoos,  til  he 
Cam  til  an  hous  ther  he  was  wont  to  be 
Rcfresshod  more  than    in    an  hundred 
placis.  1767 

Sik  lay  the  godo  man,  whos  that  the  place 

ia;  (60) 

Bedredo  up-on  a  couch  0  lowo  he  lay. 
'  Deus  hic^'  quod  he,  *  O  Thomas,  ixeend, 

good  day,'  1770 

Se3'de  this  frere  cnrteisly  and  sofbe. 
'  Thomas,'  quod  he,  '  god  yolde  yow  !  ftil 

ofte 
Have  I  up-on  this  bench  faren  fnl  weeL 
Here  have  I  oton  many  a  mery  moel ;  * 
And  fro  the  bench  he  droof  awey  the  cat, 
And  leyde  adoun  his  potento  and  his  hat, 
And  cek  his  scrippo,  and  sette  him  softe 

adoun.  1777 

His  felawe  was  go  walked  in-to  tonn,  (70) 
Forth  with  his  knave,  in-to  that  hosteliye 
Wher-as  he  shoop  him  thilke  night  to  lye. 
*■  O  dere  maistcr,'  quod  this  syke  man, 
'  How  han  ye  fare  sith  that  March  bigan  ? 
I  saugh  yow  noght  this  foortenight  or 

more.* 
'  God  woot,'  quod  he, '  laboured  have  I  ftil 

sore  ; 
And  specially,  for  thy  savacioun  1785 

Have  I  Btyd  many  a  precious  orisonn, 
And  for  our  oth'ero  frendes,  god  hem 

blcsso ! 
I  have  to-day  been  at  your  chirche  at 

messe,  (80) 

And  seyd  a  sermon  after  my  simple  wit, 
Nat  al  alter  the  text  of  holy  writ ;       1790 
For  it  is  hard  to  yow,  as  I  suppose, 
And  therfore  wol  I  teche  yow  al  the  glose. 
Glosingo  is  a  glorious  thing,  oerteyn. 
For  lettre  sleeth,  so  as  we  clerkcs  seyn. 
Ther  have  I  taught  hem  to  be  charitable, 
And  spende  hir  good  ther  it  is  rcsonablo. 
And  ther  I  saugh  our  dame ;   a !  wher 

is  she  ?  *  (89)  1797 

'  Yond  in  the  yerd  I  trowe  that  she  be,' 

Seyde  this  man,  *  and  she  wol  come  anon.* 


*  £3%  maister !  wel-como  be  ye,  by  seint 

John !  *  1800 

Seyde  this  wyf,  » how  fare  ye  hertely  ?  * 

The  frere  aryseth  up  ful  curteisly. 
And  hir  embraceth  in  his  armes  narwe, 
And  kiste  hir  swete,  and  chirketh  as 

a  sparwo 
With  his  lippes :  *  dame,*  quod  ho,  *  right 

weel,  i8q5 

As  he  that  is  your  servant  every  dceL 
Thanked  be  god,  that  yow  yaf  soule  and  lyf, 
Yet  saugh  I  nat  this  day  so  fair  a  wyf  (icx>) 
In  al  the  chirche,  god  so  save  me ! ' 

*  Ye,  god  amende  dofautes,  sir,'  quod  she, 

*  Algates  wel-come  be  ye,  by  my  fey !  *  181 1 

*  Graunt  mercy,  dame,  this  have  I  foondo 

alwey. 
But  of  your  grcto  goodnesse,  by  your 

leve, 
I  wolde  prey  yow  that  ye  nat  yow  greve, 
I  wol  with  Thomas  speke  a  litel  throwc. 
Thise  curats  been  ful  nocligent  and  slowe 
To  grope  tendrely  a  conscience.  (109)  1817 
In  shrift,  in  preching  is  my  diligence, 
And  studie  in  Petres  wordes,  and  in  Poulea 
I  walke,  and  fisshe  Cristen  mennes  soules, 
To  yeldenJesu Crist  his  propre  rente ;  i8ji 
To  sprede   his  word  is  set  al  m3m  en- 
tente.* 

*  Now,  by  your  leve,  o  dere  sir, '  quod  she, 
'  Chydeth  him  weel,  for  seinte  Trinitee. 
He  is  as  angry  as  a  pissemyre,  1825 
Though  that  he  have  al  that  he  can 

desyre. 
Though  I  him  wrye  a-night  and  make 

him  warm,  (119) 

And  on  hjon  leye  my  leg  outher  myn  arm. 
He  groneth  lyk  our  boor,  lyth  in  our  sty. 
Other  dcsport  right  noon  of  him  have  I ; 
I  may  nat  plese  him  in  no  maner  cas.' 
'  O    Tliomas !    Je    vous   dy^    Thomas ! 

Thomas ! 
This  maketh  the  feond,  this  mosto  ben 

amended. 
Ire  is  a  thing  that  hyo  god  defended,  1834 
And  ther-of  wol  I  sx)eke  a  word  or  twa* 

*  Now  maister,'  quod  the  wyf,  *  er  that 

I  go. 
What  wol  ye  dyne  ?  I  wol  go  ther-aboute.' 

*  Now  dame,'  quod  he,  '  Js  vou9  dy  aans 

doute^  (150) 
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Havo  T  nat  of  a  capon  but  the  livere, 
And  of  your  soft  o  breed  nat  but  a  shivere, 
And  after  that  a  rested  pififgres  hoed,   1841 
(But  that  I  nolde  no  beest  for  mo  wcro 

deed), 
Thanne  haddo  I  with  yow  hoomly  suffi- 

saunce. 
I  am  a  man  of  litel  sustcnauncc. 
My  spirit  hath  his  fostring  in  the  Bible. 
The  body  is  ay  so  redy  and  ponyble    1846 
To  wake,  that  my  stomak  is  destroj'ed. 
I  prey  yow,  dame,  ye  be  nat  anoyed,  (140) 
Though  I  so  frecndly  yow  my  conseil 

showe ;  1849 

By  god,  I  wolde  nat  telle  it  but  a  fewe.* 

'  Now,  sir,'  quod  she, '  but  o  word  er  I  go ; 
My  child  is  deed  with«-inno  thise  wykes 

two, 
Sono  after  that  ye  wonte  out  of  this  toun.* 
*  His  deeth  saugh  I  by  revelacioun,*  1854 
Seith  this  froro,  *  at  hoom  in  our  dortour. 
I  dar  wol  seyn  that,  cr  that  half  an  hour 
After  his  deeth,  I  saugh  him  bom  to  blisse 
In  myn  avisioun,  so  god  me  wisse  !     (150) 
80  dide  our  soxteyn  and  our  fermerer, 
That  han  been  trewe  freres  fifty  yoer ; 
They  may  now,  god  bo  thanked  of  his 

lone,  1 86 1 

Maken  hir  jubilee  and  walke  allone. 
And  up  I  roos,  and  al  our  covent  eke, 
With  many  a  tere  trikling  on  jny  cheko, 
Withouten  noyse  or  clateringe  of  belles ; 
Te  deum  was  our  song  and  no-thing  elles. 
Save  that  to  Crist  I  seyde  an  orisoun, 
Thankinge  him  of  his  revelacioun.     (160) 
For  sir  and  dame,  trustoth  me  right  weel. 
Our  orisons  been  more  efFeotueel,        1870 
And  more  we  seen  of  Cristes  secreo  thingcs 
Than  burel  folk,  al-though  they  weren 

kinges. 
We  live  in  povert  and  in  abstinence, 
And  burel  folk  in  richesso  and  despence 
Of  mote  and  drinke,  and  in  hir  foul  delyt. 
Wo  han  this  worldes  lust  al  in  despjrt. 
Lazar  and  Dives  liveden  diversly,        1877 
And  diverse  guerdon  haddentliey  ther-by. 
Who-so  wol  preye,  he  moot  faste  and  bo 

clone,  (171)  1879 

And  fatte  his  soule  and  make  his  body  lene. 
We  fare  as  seith  th'apostle ;  oloth  and  fode 
Sofiyien  1U|  though  thoy  be  nat  ftil  gode. 


The  clennesse  and  the  fastingo  of  us  freres 

Makcth  that  Crist  accepteth  our  preycres. 

Lo,   Moyses  fourty  dayes  and  fonrty 

night  1885 

Fastod,  er  that  the  heighe  god  of  might 
Spak  with  him  in  the  mountain  of  Sinay. 
With  empty  wombe,  fastingo  many  a  day, 
Beccyved  he  the  lawe  that  was  writen  (181) 
With  goddes  finger;  and  £lie,  wcl  ye 

witen,  1890 

In  mount  Oreb,  or  ho  hadde  any  spoche 
With  hye  gfod,  that  is  our  lyves  leche, 
He  fasted  longe  and  was  in  coutemplaunoe. 
Aaron,  that  hadde  the  temple  in  govern- 

aunce,  1S94 

And  eek  the  othere  preestes  evericlion, 
In-to  tho  temple  whan  they  sholde  goii 
To  proyo  for  the  peplo,  and  do  serx'yse. 
They  nolden  drinken,  in  no  maner  w^-so, 
No  drinke,  which  thatmighte  hem  dronko 

make,  (191)  1899 

But  there  in  abstinence  preyo  and  wake. 
Lest  that  they  deyden ;  tak  heed  what 

I  seyo. 
But  they  be  sobre  that  for  the  peplo  preye. 
War  that  I  sejre ;  namore !  for  it  sufiysoth. 
Our  lord  Jesu,  as  holy  writ  dovyseth,  1904 
Yaf  us  ensample  of  fastingo  and  preyeres. 
Therfor  we  mendinants,  we  sely  fVeres, 
Been  wedded  to  {wverte  and  continence. 
To  charitoo,  humblcsse,  and  abstinence. 
To  persecucion  for  rightwisnesse,  (x)i)  1909 
To  wepinge,  misericorde,  and  clennesse. 
And  therfor  may  ye  see  tliat  our  preycres — 
I  speke  of  us,  we  mendinants,  we  freres — 
Bon  to  the  hye  god  more  acceptable 
Than  youres,  with  your  fcstos  at  tho  table. 
Fro  Paradys  first,  if  I  shal  nat  Ijre,      1915 
Was  man  out  chaccd  for  his  glotonye ; 
And  chaast  was  man  in  Paradys,  certeyn. 
But  herkne  now,  Thomas,  what  I  shal 

seyn.  (^10) 

I  no  have  no  text  of  it,  as  I  suppose, 
But  I  shall  finde  it  in  a  maner  glosc,  19^0 
That  specially  our  swete  lord  Jesus 
Spak  this  by  freres,  whan  he  seyde  thus  : 
"  Blessed  bo  they  that  povre  in  spirit 

been." 
And  so  forth  al  the  gospel  may  ye  seen, 
Wher  it  be  lyker  our  professioun,        1925 
Or  hin  that  iwimmen  in  poteeMuoun. 
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Fy  on  liir  pom])e  and  on  hir  glotonyo  I 
And  for  hir  lewodncsso  I  hem  diffye.  (430) 

Me  thinkcth  they  ben  lyk  Jovinian, 
Fut  as  u  whiile,  and  walkiuj^  as  a  swan  ; 
Al  vinolent  as  bot«l  in  the  spence.       1931 
Hir  preyer  is  of  ful  (fret  reverence  ; 
Whnn  they  for  soulcs  seyo  the  psahoa  of 

Davit, 
Lo,  "buf!"  they  soye,  ^^  cor  meum  erue- 

tavU  !  " 
'VMio  folweth  Cristes  gosfK)!  and  his  fore, 
But  we  that  humble  been  and  chast  and 

poro,  1936 

Workers  of  goddes  word,  not  anditonrs  ? 
Therfore,   right    as    an   hank  up,   at  a 

sours,  (230) 

Vp  springeth  in-to  their,  right  so  prayores 
Of  charitable  au<l  chaste  bisy  frcres  1940 
Makon  hir  sours  to  goddos  eres  two. 
Thomas !  Thomas  !  so  mot«  I  ryde  or  go, 
And  Ijy  that  lord  that  clopid  is  seint  Yve, 
Xcro  thou  our  brother,  sholdeston  nat 

thr^-^'C  \  1944 

In  our  chapitre  praye  we  day  and  night 
To  Crist,  that  he  thee  sende  hele  and 

might. 
Thy  bo<ly  for  to  weldon  hastily/ 

'  Oo<l  woot,*  quod  he,  '  no-thing  ther-of 

fele  I ;  (240) 

As  help  me  Crist,  as  I,  in  fewe  yeres,  1949 
Hun  spendcd,  up-on  dyvers  maner  freres, 
Ful  many  a  i)ound  ;  yet  fare  I  never  the 

l)Ot. 

Corteyn,  my  goo<l  have  I  almost  bisot« 
Farwel,  my  gold  !  for  it  is  al  ago ! ' 

The  frero  answorde,  ^  O  Thomas,  dostow 

so  ?  1954 

What  nedeth  yow  diverse  freres  secho  ? 
AV'Iuit  nedeth  him  that  hath  a  parfit  leche 
To  sochen  othere  leches  in  the  toun  ? 
Your  inconstanco  is  your  oonfnsioun.  (350) 
Holde  ye  than  me,  or  elles  our  covent, 
To  praye  for  yow  ben  insufficient  ?      i960 
Thomas,  that  jape  nis  nat  worth  a  myte  ; 
Your  maladye  is  for  we  han  to  Ijrte. 
••  A  !  yif  that  covent  half  a  quarter  otes ! " 
'*  A !   yif  that  covent  four  and  twenty 

grotos ! " 
''  A !  yif  that  frere  a  peny,  and  lat  him 

go ! "  1965 

Nay,  nay,  Thomas !  it  may  no-thing  be  sa 


What  is  aferthing  worth  parted  in  twelve? 
Lo,  ech  thing  that  is  oned  in  him-selve 
Is    more    strong    than    whan    it  is  to- 

scatered.  (361) 

Thomas,  of  mo  thou  shalt  nat  been  y- 

flatered ;  19^0 

Thou  woldest  han  our  labour  al  for  noght. 
The  hye  god,  tliat  al  this  world  hath 

wroght, 
Seith  that  the  werkman  worthy  is  his 

hyre. 
Thomas !  noght  of  your  tnsor  I  desyre 
As  for  my-self,  but  that  al  our  covent  1975 
To  preye  for  jrow  is  ay  so  diligent, 
And  for  to  builden  Cristes  owene  chirche. 
Thomas  !  if  ye  wol  lomcn  for  to  wirche, 
Of   buildinge  up    of    chirches  may  ye 

iinde  (371) 

If  it  be  good,  in  Thomas  lyf  of  Inde.  19F0 
Ye  lye  heer,  ful  of  anger  and  of  yre. 
With   which  the   devcl  set  your  herte 

a-fyre. 
And  chyden  heer  this  sely  innocent. 
Your  wyf,  that  is  so  meko  and  pacient. 
And  therfor,  Thomas,  trowo  me  if  thee 

leste,  1985 

Ne  stryve  nat  with  thy  wyf,  as  for  thy 

beste ; 
And  her  this  word  awey  now,  by  thy  feith, 
Touch inge  this  thing,  lo,  what  the  wyse 

seith :  (aSo) 

"  With-in  thyn  hous  ne  be  thou  no  Icoun ; 
To  thy  snbgits  do  noon  oppressioun  ;  1990 
No  make  thyne  aqueyntances  nat  to  flee.** 
And  Thomas,  yet  eft-sones  I  charge  thee, 
Bo  war  from  hir  that  in  thy  bosom  slepeth ; 
War  fro  the  serpent  that  so  slyly  crepeth 
Under  the  gras,  and  stingeth  subtilly.  1995 
Be  war,  my  sonc,  and  herkno  paciently, 
That  twenty  thousand  men  han  lost  hir 

lyves, 
For  stryving  with  hir  lemmans  and  hir 

wyves.  (290) 

Now  sith  ye  han  so  holy  and  meke  a  wyf, 
What  nedeth  yow,  Thomas,  to  maken 

strjrf?  aooo 

Ther  nis,  y-wis,  no  serpent  so  cruel, 
Whan  man  tret  on  his  tayl,  ne  half  so  fel, 
As  womman  is,  whan  she  hath  caught 

an  ire ; 
Yengeaiice  is  thanne  al  that  th^  desyre. 
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Ire  is  a  sinne,  oon  of  the  greto  of  sevono, 
Abhominublo  im-to  the  god  of  hcveno  ; 
And  to  him-self  it  is  dcstruccion. 
This  every  lowed  viker  or  person        (300) 
Can  soyc,  liow  Ire  engondroth  homicyde. 
Ire  is,  in  sooth,  cxecutour  of  prydo.    suiu 
I  coade  of  Ire  seye  so  muche  sorwc, 
My  tale  sholde  losto  til  to-morwe. 
And  therfor  x)reye  I  god  bothe  day  and 

night,  2013 

An  irons  man,  god  scnde  him  litol  might ! 
It  is  greet  harm  and,  cert«s,  gret  pitec, 
To  sctto  an  irons  man  in  heigh  degree. 
Whilom  ther  was  an  irons  imt^tat, 
As  seith  Senek,  that,  dnringe  his  estaat, 
Up-on  a  day  ont  riden  knightes  two,  (311) 
And  as  fortune  wolde  that  it  were  so,  3030 
That  oon  of  hem  cam  hoom.  that  other 

noght. 
Anon  the  knight  bifore  the  jnge  is  broght, 
That  scydo  thus,  ^*  thou  hast  thy  fclawe 

slayn. 
For  w^hich  I  deme  theo  to  the  deeth,  cer- 

tayn." 
And  to  another  knight  comanded  he,  30J5 
"  Gk)  letle  him  to  the  doeth,  I  charge  thee." 
And  happed,  as  they  wente  by  the  weye 
Toward  the  place  ther  lie  sholde  deyo, 
The  knight  cam,  which  men  wendcn  had 

be  deed.  (^ji) 

Thanne  thooghte  they,  it  was  the  beste 

reed,  m^o 

To  lede  hem  bothe  to  the  juge  agayn. 
They  sciden,  ''lord,  the  knight  ne  hath 

nat  slayn 
His  felawe ;  here  he  standeth  hool  nljrve.*' 
'•  Ye  shul  be  deed,"  qiiod  he,  '*  so  moot  I 

thryve ! 
That  is  to  sejrn,  bothe  oon,  and  two,  and 

three ! "  2035 

And  to  the  firsto  knight  right  thus  spak  he, 
*^  I  dampned  thee,  thou  most  algate  be 

dcofl. 
And  thou  also  most  nedes  lese  thyn  heed. 
For  thou  art  cause  why  thy  fclawe  dcyth." 
And  to  the  thridde  knight  right  thus  he 

8^>th,  (}ia)  2040 

**  Thou  hast  niit  doon  that  I  comanded 

thee." 
And  thus  ho  dide  don  slcen  hem  alle three. 
Irons  Cambjrscs  was  eek  dronkelewe, 


And  ay  dclyted  him  to  boon  a  shrewe. 
And  so  bifel,  a  lord  of  his  meynee,      2045 
That  lovede  vertuous  moralitee, 
Seyde  on  a  daj'  bitwix  hem  two  right  thus : 
"  A  lord  is  lost,  if  he  bo  vicious  ;         (340) 
And  dronkenesse  is  eek  a  foul  record 
Of  any  man,  and  namely  in  a  lord.     2050 
Ther  is  ful  many  an  ej'o  and  many  an  ere 
Awaiting  on  a  lord,  and  he  noot  where. 
For  goddo^  love,  drink  more  atteniprcly  ^ 
WjTi  maketh  man  to  lesen  wrocchedly 
His  minde,  and  eek  his  limes  evcrichon." 
"The  rovers  shaltouso,"  quod  he, "  anon ; 
And  prove  it,  by  thyn  owene  exiwrionce, 
That    wyn    ne   dooth    to   folk   no  swich 

offence.  (350)  2o^H 

Tlior  is  no  wj-n  bireveth  mo  my  might 
Of  hand  no  foot,  no  of  myn  eyen  sight " — 
And,  for  dcspyt,  he  drank  ful  muchel  more 
An  hondred  piu*t  than  he  had  doon  bifore ; 
And  right  anon,  this  irous  cursed  wrecche 
Leet  this  knightes  soue  bifore  him  fecclie, 
Oomandinge  him  ho  sholde  bifore  him 

stonde.  2o6i> 

And  sodejTily  he  took  his  lx>wo  in  honde, 
And  up  the  strong  he  pulled  to  his  ere. 
And  with  an  arwe  he  slow  the  child  right 

there :  iy'n>) 

"Now  whether  have  I  a  sikcr  hand  or 

nrwn  ?  " 
Quod  he,  "is  al  my  might  and  mindo 

agoon  ?  2t)7t> 

Hath  w^yn  birevod  me  vnyii  eyen  sight  ?  " 

What  sholde  I  telle  th'answero  of  the 

knight? 
Hissonewassla>-n,  ther  is  na-more  to  sej-o. 
Beth  war  therfor  witJi  Ionics  howyepleye. 
Singeth  Placebo^  and  I  shal,  if  I  can,  2075 
But-if  it  be  un-to  a  povre  man. 
To  a  povre  man  men  sholde  h  ise  vyces  telle, 
But  nat  to  a  lord,  thogh  he  sholde  go  to 

hollo.  (370) 

T>o  irous  Cirus,  thilko  Percien, 
How  he  destroyed  the  river  of  Gysen,  2080 
For  that  an  hors  of  his  was  drojTit  thcr- 

inne. 
Whan  that  he  wente  Babiloiguc  to  wiune. 
He  mado  that  the  river  was  so  smal, 
That  wommen  mighte  wade  it  over-aL 
Lo,  what  seyde  he,  that  so  wel  teche  can? 
"  Nc  be  no  felawe  to  an  irons  man,     2086 
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Ne  with  no  wood  man  walke  by  the  weyo, 
Lest  thoo  roi)Oiite ;"  ther  is  na-more  to 
soyo.  (380) 

Now  Tliomas,  levo  brother,  lef  thyn  ire ; 
Thou  Rhalt  mo  findo  as  just  as  is  a  squiro. 
Hold  natthodovelesknyf  ayattbyn  herte; 
Thyn  anf^ro  tlooth  thee  al  to  sore  smerto ; 
But  showo  to  mo  al  thy  confessionn.' 

*  Nay,'  quotl  the  syke  man,  '  by  Seint 

Simoun !  2094 

I  have  bo  shriven  this  day  at  my  curat ; 
I  have  him  told  al  hoolly  myn  cstat ; 
Nedeth  na-moro  to  speke  of  it,*  soith  he, 

*  But  if  mo  list  of  myn  humilitoe.*      (390) 

*  Yif  me  thanno  of  thy  gold,  to  make 

our  cloistro,* 
Quod  ho,  ^  for  many  a  muscle  and  many 

an  i»istro,  3100 

AVhan  other  men  han  ben  fol  wel  at  eyse, 
Hftth  lx?en  our  fodo,  ourcloistrefor  toreyse. 
And  yet, (i^  woot,  nnnetho  the fandement 
Parfourned  is,  ne  of  our  pavement  2104 
Nls  iiat  a  tylo  yet  with-inno  our  wones ; 
By  pnl,  wo  owon  fourty  jwund  for  stones  ! 
Now  help,  Thomas,  for  him  that  harwed 

hello  ! 
For  olles  mosto  we  our  bokes  soUe.  (400) 
And  if  ye  lakko  our  predicacioun,  2109 
Thau  gooth  the  world  al  to  destmccioon. 
For  who-so  wolde  us  fro  this  world  birove, 
So  god  mo  save,  Tliomas,  by  your  leve. 
He  wolde  birevc  out  of  this  world  the  Sonne. 
For  who  can  teche  and  werchen  as  we 

connc?  31 14 

And  that  is  nat  of  litel  tyme,'  quod  he  ; 

*  But  sith  that  Klie  was,  or  Elisee, 
Han  frcros  been,  that  iinde  I  of  record, 
In  charitce,  y-thanked  be  our  lord.    (410) 
Now  Thomas,  help,  for  seinte  Charitee  ! ' 
And  doun  anon  ho  setto  him  on  his  knee. 

This  Hyke  man  wex  wel  ny  wood  for  ire  ; 
Ho  wolde  that  the  frere  had  been  on-fire 
With  his  false  dissimulacioun. 

*  Swich  thing  as  is  in  my  possessioon,' 
(^uikI  he,  '  that  may  I  yoven,  and  non 

other.  213$ 

Yo  soy  me  thus,  how  that  I  am  your 
brother?' 

*  Ye,  certes,'  quod  the  frere,  *  tmsteth 

weel ; 
I  took  our  d&mo  onr  lettre  with  our  seeL' 


*Now  wel,*  qmnl  ho,   *and  som-what 

shal  I  yivo  (421) 

I^'n-to  your  holy  covent  whyl  I  live,    2130 

And  in  thyn.  hand  thou  shalt  it  have 

anoon  ; 
On  this  condicioun,  and  other  noon. 
That  thou  doimi-te  it  so,  my  dero  brother, 
That  every  frere  have  also  muche  as  other. 
This  shaltou  swere  on  thy  professioun, 
With-outcn  fraude  or  cavillacioun.'    ai.^ 
'  I  swere  it,'  quod  this  frere,  '  upon  my 
feith ! » 
And  ther-with-al  his  hand  in  his  he  leith : 

*  Lo,  heer  my  feith  !  in  me  shal  be  no  lak.* 

*■  Now  thanne,  put  thyn  hand  doun  by 

my  bak,*  (432)  3140 

Seyde  this  man,  *  and  gTf>T>o  '^ol  bihinde ; 
Bynethe  my  bnttok  ther  shaltow  flnde 
A  thing  that  I  have  hid  in  privotee.' 
*  A ! '  thoghto  this  frere,  *  this  shal  go 

with  mo ! ' 
And  doun  his  hand  ho  launcheth  to  the 

cliilo,  a  1 45 

In  hope  for  to  ilnde  ther  a  yifte.         (438) 
And  whan  this  syke  man  felte  this  frere 
Aboute  his  tuwel  groi>e  there  and  hero, 
Amidde  his  hand  he  loot  the  fn>re  a  fart. 
Ther  nis  no  cai)ul,  drawinge  in  a  cart,  2150 
That  mighto  have  lete  a  fart  of  swich 

a  soun. 
Tlie  frere  np  stirto  as  doth   a  yrood 

leoun  : 

*  A !  false  chcrl,*  quod  he,   '  for  goddet 

bones. 
This  hastow  for  despji;  doon,    for   the 

nones ! 
Thou  shalt  abye  this  fart,  if  that  I  may !' 
His  meynee,  whiche  that  herden  this 

affray,  3156 

Cam  lepinge  in,  and  chaced  out  the  frere; 
And  forth  he  gooth,  with  a  ful  angiy 

chore,  (450) 

And  fette  his  felawo,  ther-as  lay  his  stoor. 
He  looked  as  it  were  a  wilde  boor ;      a  160 
He  grinte  with  his  teeth,  so  was  he  wrooth. 
A  sturdy  pas  doun  to  the  court  he  gooth, 
Wher-as  ther  woned   a    man   of  greet 

honour. 
To  whom  that  he  was  alwey  confessour ; 
This  worthy  man  was  lord  of  that  village. 
This  frere  cam,  as  he  were  in  a  rage,  ai66 
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Wlior-ofl  this  lord  sat  oting  at  Lis  bord. 
Vnnethes  xniglite  the  frere  Hpeke  a  word. 
Til  atte  loste  ho  scydo : '  god  yow  see ! '  (461 ) 
This  lord  gan  loke,  and  seide,  ^ben'- 

cite !  2170 

AVhat,  frore  John,  what  manor  world  is 

this?     . 
I  see  wel  that  som  thing  thor  is  amis. 
Ye  loken  as  the  wodo  were  fnl  of  thevis, 
•Sit  doun  anon,  and  tol  mo  what  your 

greof  is, 
And  it  shul  been  amended,  if  I  may/  2175 
^  I  liavo,'  quod  he, '  liod  a  despyt  this  day, 
God  yoldo  yow !  odouu  in  your  village, 
That  in  this  world  is  noon  so  povro  a  page, 
Tliat  he  nolde  have  abhominocionn    (471) 
Of  that  I  havo  receyved  in  your  toun.  a  180 
And  yet  no  greveth  mc  no-thing  so  sore, 
As  that  tliis  olde  cherl,  with  lokkcs  hore, 
Blasphemed  hath  our  holy  coven t  eke.' 

*  Now,  maister,*  quod  this  lord,  *  I  yow 

biseke.' 
^  No  maistor,  siro,*  quod  he,  *  but  servi- 

tour,  2185 

Thngh  I  have  had  in  scole  swich  honour. 

God  lyketh  nat  that  "Raby  "  men  us  collo, 

Neither  in  market  no  in  your  largo  hallo.' 

'  No  fors,'  quod  ho,  '  but  tel  me  al  your 

grief.'  (481) 

'  Sire,'  quod  this  frore,  *  an  oilious  mes- 

chief  2190 

This  day  bitid  is  to  myn  ordro  and  me. 
And  so  per  consequena  to  ech  degree 
Of  holy  chirche,  god  amende  it  sone  ! ' 
'  Sir,'  quod  the  lord.  *  ye  woot  what  is 

to  done. 
Bistempre  yow  uoght,  ye  he   my  oon- 

fessour ;  2195 

Ye  been  the  salt  of  the  crthe  and  the 

savour. 
For  goddos  love  your  pacience  ye  holdo , 
Tel  me  your  grief:'  and  ho  anon  him 

toldo,  (490) 

As  yo  han  herd  bifom,  ye  woot  wel  what. 

The  lady  of  tlio  hous  ay  stillo  sat,    2200 

Til  she  had  herd  ul  what  the  frere  saydo : 

'Ey,  goddos  moder,'  quod  she,   ^blisful 

maydo ! 
Is  thor  oght  elles?  telle  mo  foithfhlly.' 

*  Madame,'  quod  he,  *how  thinketh  yow 

hor-ly?' 


*How  tliat  me  thinketh?'  quod  sho; 

'so  god  me  speede,  2205 

I  seye,  a  chcrl  hath  doon  a  cherlos  dodo. 
What  shold  I  seye?  god  lat  him  never 

thee! 
His  syke  heed  is  ful  of  vanitoe,  (500) 

I  hold  him  in  a  maner  fronesye.* 

'  Madame,'  quod  he,  '  by  god  I  shal  nat 

lye;  2210 

But  I  on  other  weyes  may  be  wreke, 
I  shal  diffame  him  over-al  thor  I  speko, 
This  false  blasphemour,  that  charged  me 
To  parte  that  wol  nat  departed  be, 
To  every  man  y-liche,  with  meschauncc ! ' 
The  lord  sat  stillo  as  ho  wore  in  a 

traunc<),  2216 

And  iu  his  herte  he  rolled  up  and  doun, 
'  How  hadde  this  chorl  imagiuocioun  (jHol 
To  shewe  swich  a  problome  to  the  firero? 
Never  erst  ernow horde  lofswichmatero; 
I  trowe  the  devel  putte  it  in  his  minde. 
In  ars-metryke  shal  th(>r  no  man  finde, 
Bifom  this  day,  of  swich  a  quostioun. 
Who  sholde  make  a  domnnstrocioun. 
That  every  man  sholdo  have  y-liche  his 

part  2225 

As  of  the  soun  or  savour  of  a  fart  ?     (518; 

0  nyce  proudo  cherl,  I  shrcwe  his  face ! 
Lo,  sires,'  quod  the  lord,  with  harde  grace, 
'  Who  ever  herde  of  swich  a  thing  er  now? 
To  every  man  y-lyke ?  t«l  me  how.      22T(i» 
It  is  an  inpoflsiblo,  it  may  nat  bo ! 

£y,  nyc«  cherl,  god  loto  him  never  thee ! 
The  rumblinge  of  a  fart,  and  every  soun, 
Nis  but  of  eir  revorberacioun,  2234 

And  ever  it  wasteth  lyto  and  Ij-te  awey. 
Thor  is  no  man  con  demon,  by  my  fey, 
If  that  it  were  departed  equally.         (529) 
What,  lo,  my  cherl,  lo,  yet  how  shrewodly 
Un-to  my  confessour  to-day  he  spok  ! 

1  holde  him  certeyn  a  demoniak !       2240 
Now  ete  your  mete,  and  lat  the  cherl  go 

pleye, 
Lat  him  go  honge  himself,  a  devel  weyo !  * 
Now  stood  tlie  lordes  squyor  at  the  bord. 
That  carf  his  mete,  and  herde,  word  by 

word,  2244 

Of  alio  thinges  of  which  I  havo  yowsayd. 
'  My  lord,'  quod  he, '  be  ye  nat  yvel  apayd  ; 
I  coude  telle,  for  a  goune-clooth, 
To  yow,  sir  frere,  so  yo  be  nat  wrooth,  (540) 
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How  thnt  this  fart  sholde  even  deled  1x3 
Among^  your  covent,  if  it  lykod  me.*    2250 
*Tol/  qaod  the  lord,  *and  thou  shaJfe 

have  anon 
A  gouuc-cloth,  by  god  and  by  Seint  John !  * 
'My  lord,'  quod  he,  'whan  that  the 

wedcr  is  fair, 
With-outon  wind  or  pertiirbing;e  of  air, 
Lat  bringo  a  cartwheel  here  in-to  this 

hallo,  2255 

Dut  li>ko  that  it  have  his  spokes  alle. 
Twolf  sjwkos  huth  a  cartwheel  comunly. 
And  bring  mo  than  twelf  freres,  woot  ye 

why?  (550) 

F<.>r  thrittene  is  a  covent,  as  I  gesso. 
Tlio  confossoiir  hoer,  for  his  worthincsso, 
Shnl  parfoumo  up  the  nombro  of  his 

covent.  2261 

Than  shal  thoy  knolo  doun,  by  oon  assent, 
An<l  to  every  spokes  onde,  in  this  manere, 
Ful  sadly  leye  his  nose  shal  a  frerc. 
Your  noble  confessour,  tlicr  god  him  save, 
Shal  holde  his  nose  upright,  under  the 

nave.  2266 

Than  shal  this  cherl,  with  bely  stif  and 

toght 
As  any  tabour,  hidor  been  y-broght ;  (560) 
And  sottc  him  <m  the  wheel  right  of  this 

cart,  2269 

Upon  the  nave,  and  make  him  lete  a  fart. 


And  ye  shul  seen,  up  peril  of  my  l^-f, 
By  prevo  which  that  is  demonstratif. 
That  equally  the  soun  of  it  wol  woudc, 
And    oek  the  stink,   un-to    the    spokes 

endo; 
Save  that  this  worthy  man,  your  con- 

fessour,  2275 

By-cause  he  is  a  man  of  greet  honour, 
Shal  have  the  firste  fVnit,  as  roson  is ; 
The  noble  usage  of  freres  yet  is  this,  (570) 
The  worthy  men  of  hem  shnl  first  be 

ser\'od ;  2.79 

And  certeinly,  ho  hath  it  wecl  deserved. 
He  hath  to-day  taught  us  so  mnchel  gooil 
With  prechingin  the  pulpit  ther  he  stood, 
That  I  may  vonche-sauf,  I  sey  for  me. 
He  hadde  the  firste  smel  of  fart«s  three. 
And  so  wolde  al  his  covent  hardily ;   2285 
He  bereth  him  so  faire  and  holily.' 

The  lord,  the  lady,  and  ech  man,  save 

the  frere,  (57^)) 

Soyde  that  Jankin  spak,  in  this  matore, 
As  wel  as  Euclido  or  [as]  Ptholomee. 
Touchinge  this  cherl,  they  seyde,  subtilteo 
And  heigh  wit  made  him  spekcn  as  he 

spak;  2291 

He  nis  no  fool,  ne  no  demoniak. 
And  Jankin  hathy-wonne  a  newc  goune.— 
My  tale  is  doon     we   been  almost  at 

toiine.  22^ 


Here  endeth  the  Somnours  Tale. 
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THE   CLERK'S    PROLOGUE. 


Here  folweth  tbe  Prolog^  of  the  Clerkes  Tale  of  Oxenford. 


*  Sir  clerk  of  Oxcmfonl,*  onr  hoste  saydo, 
'Yo  rydo  as  coy  and  stille  as  dooth  a 

mayde, 
"Woro  nowo  sponsed,  sitting  at  the  bord ; 
This  day  no  lierdo  I  of  your  tonge  a  word. 
I  trowo  yc  studio  aboate  som  sophyme,  5 
But  Salomon  seith,   "every  thing  hath 

tyme." 
For  griddes  sake,  as  beth  of  bettre  chere, 
It  is  no  tyme  for  to  studien  hero. 
Tollo  us  sonx  mery  talc,  by  your  fey ; 
For  what  man  that  is  cntred  in  a  pley,  10 
He  nodes  moot  unto  the  pley  assentc. 
But  prcchoth  nat,  as  freres  doon  in  Lontc, 
To  make  us  for  our  oldo  sinncs  wepo, 
Xo  that  thy  talo  make  us  nat  to  slepo. 

Tollo  us  som  mciy  thing  of  aventures ; — 
Your   termes,  your    colours,    and    your 

figures,  16 

Kepo  hem  in  stoor  til  so  bo  ye  endyte 
Heigh  style,  as  whan  that  men  to  kinges 

wrj-te. 
Speketli  so  pleyn  at  this  tymc,  I  yow  preye, 
That  we  may  undcrstonde  what  ye  seye.' 
This  worthy  clerk  bonignely  luiswerde, 

*  Hogte,'  qnod  ho,  '  I  am  under  your  yordo ; 
Yo  han  of  us  as  now  the  govemaunce. 
And  thcrfor  wol  I  do  yow  obeisannce, 

As  for  as  roson  axoth,  hardily.  25 

I  wol  yow  tollo  a  tale  which  tliat  I 
Lcrned  at  Padowe  of  a  worthy  clerk, 
As  proved  by  his  wordes  and  his  work. 


:  He  is  now  deed  and  nayled  in  his  chcstc, 
;  ^  P'^y  ^  S^  ^  yeve  his  soulo  reste !     30 
I       Fraunceys  Potrark,  the  laureat  poete, 
j  Highto  this  clerk,  whos  rethoryke  swoeto 
i  Enlumined  al  Itaille  of  pootryo, 
I  As  Linian  dido  of  phili^sophyo 
Or  lawe,  or  other  art  particuler ;  \;; 

But  deeth,  that  wol  nat  suifro  us  dwellcn 

heer 
But  as  it  were  a  twinkling  of  an  yj$. 
Hem  bothe  hath  slayn,  and  alio  shul  wo 
dyO. 
But  forth  to  tellen  of  tliis  worthy  man, 
That  taughte  me  this  talo,  as  I  bigan,   40 
I  soye    that  first  with   heigh   stylo   he 

endyteth, 
£r  he  the  bo<ly  of  his  tale  wryteth, 
A  prohemo,  in  the  which  discryveth  he 
Pemond,  and  of  Saluces  the  contree,      44 
And  spekoth  of  Apenn^m,  the  hilles  hye, 
That  been  the  boundes  of  West  Lum- 

bardye. 
And  of  Mount  Vosulus  in  special, 
Where  as  the  Poo,  out  of  a  welle  smal, 
Taketh  his  firsto  sx>ringing  and  his  sours. 
That  estward  ay  encrcsseth  in  his  cours  50 
To  Emelward,  to  Ferraro,  and  Venyso  : 
The  which  a  long  thing  were  to  dovyse. 
And  trewely,  as  to  my  jugement, 
Me  thinketh  it  a  thing  imi)ertinent, 
Save  that  he  wol  ctmveyen  his  matere  155 
But  this  his  talo,  which  that  ye  may  here,* 


T.  7933-7993-] 


£.    €ii  Cferftee  Zatt. 


597 


THE    CLERKES   TALE. 


Here  biginneth  the  Tale  of  the  Clerk  of  Oxenford. 


TiiER  is,  at  the  west  syde  of  Itaille, 
lK>iin  at  tlie  roto  of  Vcsulus  the  coldo, 
A  lusty  playne,  habnndant  of  vitaillo, 
\^lior  many  a  tour  and  toun  thou  mayst 
biholdo,  60 

Tliat  founded  were  in  tyme  of  fadres  olde, 
And  many  another  delitable  aighto, 
And  Saluces  this  noble  contreo  highto. 

A  markis  whylom  lord  was  of  that  londe, 
As  were  his  worthy  oldros  him  bifore  ;  65 
And  obcisant  and  rody  to  his  honde  (10) 
"VVoro  alle  his  liges,  bothe  lasse  and  more. 
Thus  in  delyt  he  liveth,  and  hatli  donytire, 
Biloved  and  drad,  thurgh  favour  of  for- 
tune, ^9 
Bothe  of  his  lordes  and  of  his  commnno. 

Therwith  ho  was,  to  speko  ns  of  linagOf 

The  gontilleste  y-b«m  of  Lumbordye, 

A  fair  persone,  and  strong,  and  yong  of 

ago, 
And  ful  of  honour  and  of  curteisyo  ; 

Discreet  y-nogh  his  contreo  for  to  gye,  75 

Save  in  sonime  thinge§  that  ho  was  to 

blamo,  {20) 

And  Walter  was  this  yonge  lordes  name. 

I  blame  him  thus,  that  ho  considereth 
noght  78 

In  tjrme  cominge  what  mighte  him  bityde, 
But  on  his  lust  present  was  al  his  thoght, 
As  for  to  hnuko  and  hunto  on  eveiy  syde  ; 
Wei  ny  alle  <»there  cures  leet  he  slydo, 
And  eek  lie  nolde,  and  that  was  worst  of 
alle,  (37) 

Wed  do  no  wj-f,  for  noght  that  may  blfalle. 

Only  that  point  his  x>eple  bar  so  sore,    85 
That  flokmele  on  a  day  they  to  him  wento, 
And  oon  of  hem,  that  wysest  vras  of  lore, 
Or  elles  that  the  lord  best  wolde  assento 


That  ho  sholde  telle  him  what  his  i)eple 
mente,  89 

Or  elles  condo  he  shewo  wel  swicli  matere, 
He  to  the  markis  seydo  as  yo  shul  hero. 

'  O  noble  markis,  your  humanitee 
Assureth  us  and  yeveth  ns  hardineaso, 
As  ofte  as  tyme  is  of  necessitee  94 

That  we  to  yow  mowo  telle  our  hevinesso ; 
Accepteth,  lord,  now  for  your  gontillesse, 
That  we  with  pitons  horte  un-to  yow 
pleyne,  (41) 

And  loto  your  eres  nat  my  voys  disdeyno, 

Al  have  I  noght  to  done  in  this  matere 
More  than  another  man  hath  in  this  place, 
Yet  for  as  mnche  as   yo,  my  lord  so 

dero,  loi 

Han  alwey  shewed  m.e  favour  and  grace, 
I  dar  the  bettor  aske  of  yow  a  space 
Of  audience,  to  shewon  our  requoste, 
And  ye,  my  lord,  to  doon  right  as  yow 

loste.  105 

For  certes,  lord,  so  wel  us  lyketh  yow  (50) 
And  al  your  work  and  ever  han  doon, 

that  we 
Ne  coude  nat  us  self  devysen  how 
Wo  mighte  liven  in  more  fcliciteo, 
Save  o  thing,  lord,  if  it  your  wille  bo,  no 
That  for  to  been  a  wedded  man  yow  loste. 
Than  wore  your  peple  in  sovereyn  hcrtes 

resto. 

Boweth  your  nekko  under  that  bliof^ilyok 
Of  soveraynetee,  noght  of  servyso, 
Whioli  that  men  clepeth  Bi>onsailIe  or 

wodlok  ;  1 15 

And  thenketh,  lord,  among  your  tlioghtes 

wyse,  (60) 

How  that  our  dayes  pane  in  sondry  wyse ; 
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for  t-hough  wo  alepe  or  wake,  or  roino,  or 

rj'cle, 
Ay  fleeth  tho  tyme,  it  nil  no  man  abydo. 

And  though  your  grene  youthe  floure  as 
yit,  lao 

In  crepcth  age  nlwey,  as  stille  as  stoon, 
And  deeth  mauaccth  every  ago,  and  smit 
In  och  ostaat,  for  ther  cscapeth  noon  : 
And  al  so  ccrtein  as  we  knowe  echoon 
That  we  shul  deye,  as  uncertoyn  we  alio 
Been  of  that  day  whan  deeth  shal  on  ns 
falle.  (70)  126 

Accepteth  than  of  ns  the  trewe  entente, 
That  never  yet  refbsoden  your  hesto, 
And  we  wol,  lord,  if  that  ye  wol  asscnte, 
Ghcse  yow  a  W3rf  in  short  tyme,  atte  leste, 
Bom  of  the  gentilleste  and  of  the  meste 
Of  al  this  lond,  so  that  it  oghte  some 
Honour  to  god  and  yow,  as  we  can  dome. 

Deliver  us  out  of  al  this  bisy  drede. 
And  tak  a  wyf,  for  hye  goddes  sake ;    135 
For  if  it  so  bifelle,  as  god  forbede,        (80) 
That   thurgh    your  deeth   your   linage 

sliolde  slake, 
And  tliat  a  straungo  successour  sholde 

take 
Your  heritage,  o !  wo  were  us  alyvo ! 
Wherfor  we  pray  you  hastily  to  wyve.'  140 

Hir  meke  prej-ere  and  hir  pitous  ohero 

Hade  the  markis  herte  han  pitee. 

*  Ye  wol,'  quod  he,    '  myn  owene  peple 

dcre, 
To  that  I  never  erst  thoghto  streyne  me. 
I  me  rejoysod  of  my  lilwrtee,  145 

That  Roldo  tyme  is  foundo  in  mariage ;  (90) 
Ther  I  was  free,  I  moot  been  in  servago. 

But  nathelees  I  see  your  trewe  entente, 
And  trust«  uimn  your  wit,  an  d  have  don  ay ; 
Wherfor  of  my  free  wil  I  wol  assonto   15W 
To  woddo  me,  as  sono  as  ever  I  may. 
But  thor-as  ye  han  profred  mo  to-day 
To  oho.so  mo  a  wj^f,  I  yow  relosso 
That  choj-s,  and  prey  yow  of  that  profre 
cessc.  154 

For  gotl  it  woot,  that  children  ofto  been 
Unlyk  her  worthy  eldres  hem  bifore ;  (100) 


Bountce  comth  al  of  god,  nat  of  the  streen 
Of  which  they  been  engendred  andy-bore; 
I  truste  in  goddes  bountee,  and  therfore 
Ky  mariage  and  myn  cstaat  and  roste  160 
I  him  bitake ;  h'e  may  don  as  him  leste. 

Lat  mo  alone  in  chcsinge  of  my  wyf, 
That  charge  up-on  my  bak  I  wol  endure  ; 
But  I  yow  preye,  and  charge  up-on  your  lyf, 
That  what  wyf  that  I  take,  ye  me  assure 
To  worshipe  hir,  whyl  that  hir  lyf  may 
dure,  (no)  166 

In  word  and  work,  bothe  here  and  every- 
where. 
As  she  an  cmperoures  doghter  were. 

And  forthermore,  this  i^al  ye  swore,  that 

ye 
Agayn  my  choys  shul  neither  grucche  no 

stryvo ;  170 

For  sith  I  shal  forgoon  my  libertee 
At  your  requeste,  as  ever  moot  I  thryvo, 
Ther  as  myn  horte  is  set,  ther  wol  I  wyve ; 
And  but  ye  wole  asscnte  in  swich  manero, 
I  prey  yow,  sx>eketh    na-more    of   this 

matere.'  (no)  175 

With  hertly  wil  they  sworen,  and  asscnten 
To  al  this  tiling,  ther  scyde  no  wight  nay ; 
Bisekinge   him  of  grace,  or   that   they 

wenten. 
That  ho  woldo  graunten  hem  a  certein  day 
Of  his  spousaille,  as  sono  as  ever  ho  may  ; 
For  yet  oJwey  the  peple  som-what  dreddo 
Lest  that  this  maikis  no  wyf  woldo  wedde. 

He  grauntcd  hem  a  day,  swich  as  him 

leste, 
On  which  ho  woldo  bo  weildod  sikerly,  1S4 
And  soyde,  he  dido  ol  this  at  hir  requests ; 
And  they,  with  humble  entente,  buxomly, 
Knelinge  up-on  hor  knees  ful  reverently 
Him  thanken  alio,  and  thus  they  han  an 

cndo  (132) 

Of  hir  entente,  and  hoom  ogayn  they 

wende. 

And  hecr-upK)n  he  to  his  officeres         190 
Comaundoth  for  the  feste  to  i>nrveye. 
And  to  his  privee  knightes  and  squyeres 
Swich  charge  yaf,  as  him  listo  on  hem  ley  e ; 


T.  8070-8 1 5 1.] 


£.    Z^t  Cferlee  Zatt. 


599 


And  they  to  his  comandement  obeye, 
And  och  of  hem  doth  al  his  diligence  195 
To  doon  un-to  the  feste  reverence,      (140) 

Explicit  prima  pars. 

Incipit  secunda  pars. 

Noght  far  fro  thilko  paleys  honorable 
Ther-as  this  markis  shoop  his  manage, 
Ther  stood  a  throp,  of  site  delitable, 
In  which  that  i>ovro  folk  of  that  village  200 
Hadden  hir  bestes  and  hir  herbergage, 
And  of  hir  labour  took  hir  sustenance 
Aft«r  that  th'ortho  yaf  hem  habnndance. 

Amonges  thise   povre  folk  ther  dwelte 

a  man 
"Which  that  was  holden  povrest  of  hem 

alle ;  205 

But  hye  god  som  tyme  senden  can      (150) 
His  grace  in-to  a  litel  oxcs  stalle  : 
Janicula  men  of  that  throp  him  calle. 
A  doghtcr  haddo  he,  fair  y-nogh  to  sights, 
And  Grisildis  this  yongo  maydcn  highte. 

But  for  to  speke  of  vertuous  bcautee,   311 
Than  was  she  oon   the   faireste    under 

sonno ; 
For  povrelicho  y-fostre<l  up  was  she, 
Xo  likerous  lust  was  thurgh  hir  herte 

y-ronne ;  (»58)  ^H 

Wei  ofter  of  the  wbllo  than  of  the  tonne 
She  drank,  and  for  she  woMe  vertu  pleso, 
She  knew  wol  labour,  but  non  ydel  ese. 

But  thr)gh  this  maydo  tcndre  were  of  age, 

Yet  in  the  brest  of  hir  virginitce 

Ther  was  enclosed  rj-pe  and  satl  corage  ; 

And  in  greet  reverence  and  charitee    221 

Hir  olde  povre  fader  fostred  she ; 

A  fewo  sheep  spinning  on  feold  she  kepte, 

She  woldo  noght  been  ydel  til  she  slepte. 

And  whan  she  hoomward  cam,  she  wolde 

briuge  225 

Wortos  or  othere  herbcs  tymcs  oftc,   (170) 

The  whicho  she  shredde  and  seeth  for  hir 

livinge, 
And  made  hir  bed  ful  liarde  and  no-thing 

softe ; 
And  ay  she  kepte  hir  fadres  lyf  on-lofto 
Withoverich  obeisaunce  and  diligence  230 
That  child  may  doon  to  fadres  reverence. 


Up-on  Grisilde,  this  povre  creature, 
Ful  ofbe  83;^he  this  markis  sette  his  y3 
As  he  on  hunting  rood  paraventnre  ;    234 
And  whan  it  fil  that  he  mighte  hircspye. 
He  noght  with  wantoun  loking  of  folye 
His  y6n  caste  on  hir,  but  in  sad  wsrse  (181) 
Up-on  hir  chere  he  wolde  him  ofte  avyse, 

Commending  in  his  herte  hir  womman- 

hede. 
And  eek  hir  vertu,  passing  any  wight  240 
Of  so  yong  age,  as  wel  in  chere  as  dede. 
For  thogh  the  peple  have  no  greet  insight 
In  vertu,  he  considered  ful  right 
Hir  bountee,  and  disposed  that  he  wolde 
Wedde  hir  only,  if  ever  he  wedde  sholde. 

The  day  of  wedding  cam,  but  no  wight 
can  (190)  246 

Telle  what  womman  that  it  sholde  be ; 
For  which  merveille  wondred  many  a  man, 
And  seyden,  whan  they  were  in  privet^e, 
'  Wol  nat  our  lord  yet  leve  his  vanitee  ?  250 
Wol  he  nat  wedde  ?  alias,  alias  the  whyle ! 
Why  wol  he  thus  him-self  and  us  bigyle  ?  * 

But  natheles  this  markis  hath  don  make 
Of  gemmes,  set  in  gold  and  in  asure, 
Broches  and  ringes,  for  Grisildis  sake,  255 
And  of  hir  clothing  took  he  the  mesure 
By  a  mayde,  lyk  to  hir  stature,  (201) 

And  eek  of  othere  omamentes  alle 
That  un-to  swich  a  wedding  sholde  falle. 

Tlie  tyme  of  undcm  of  the  same  day    260 
Approcheth,  that  this  wedding  sholde  be  ; 
And  al  the  paleys  put  was  in  array, 
Bothe  halle  and   chambres,  ech  in  his 

degree ; 
Houses  of  office  stuffed  with  plcntee     264 
Ther  maystow  seen  of  deyntevous  vitaillc, 
That  may  be  founde,  as  fer  as  lost  Itaillo. 

This  royal  markis,  richely  arrayed,     (211) 
Ix)rdc8  and  latlyes  in  his  companyc. 
The  whiche  unto  the  feste  wore  y-pray^, 
And  of  his  retenuo  the  bochelrye,  270 

With  many  a  soun  of  sondry  melodye, 
Un-to  the  village,  of  the  which  I  tolde. 
In  this  array  the  righto  wey  han  holde. 

Qrisilde  of  this,  god  woot,  ful  innocent. 
That  for  hir  ehapen  was  al  this  array,  275 
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To  focchcn  wator  at  a  wollo  is  went,  (220) 
And  Cometh  hoom  as  gone  as  over  she  may. 
For  wol  she  hadde  herd  seyd,  that  thilke 

day 
The   mnrkis  sholdo   wedde,  and,  if  she 

mifrlite, 
She  woldo  fa^'n  han  seyn  som  of  that 

sightc.  280 

She  thoghtc,  '  I  wol  with  othere  maydens 

stondo, 
That  )jeGn  my  felawes,  in  onr  doro,  and  see 
The  markisesse,  and  therfor  wol  I  fonde 
To  doon  at  hoom,  as  sone  as  it  may  be, 
The  laboar  which  that  lon^^th  nn-to  me  ; 
And  than  I  may  at  leyser  hir  biholde,  286 
If  slie  this  woy  nu-to  the  castel  holde.'  (231) 

And  as  she  wolde  over  hir  throshfold  goon. 
The  markis  cam  and  gan  hir  for  to  calle  ; 
And  she  set  doun  hir  water-pot  anoon  390 
Bisyde  the  threshfold,  in  an  oxes  stalle, 
And  doun  np-on  hir  knees  she  gan  to  falle, 
And  with  sad  cuntenanco  kneleth  stille 
Til  she  had  herd  what  wastholordes  wille. 

This  thoghtfal  markis  spak  nn-to  this 
maydo  (239)  295 

Ful  sobrcly,  and  soyde  in  tliis  mauere, 

*  Whor  is  your  fmior,  Grisildis  ? '  he  sayde, 
And  she  witli  reverence,  in  humble  chere, 
Answerdo,  *  lord,  ho  is  al  redy  here.' 
And  in  she  guoth  with-outen  longer  lotto, 
And  to  the  markis  she  hir  fader  fotte.  301 

Ho  by  tlic  bond  than  took  this  olde  man. 
And   soyilo   thus,  whan   he  him   hadde 
asydo, 

*  Janicula,  I  neither  may  ne  can  304 
Tx»ng<'r  the  plosance  of  myn  horte  hyde. 
If  that  tbon  vouche-sauf,  what-so  bityde, 
Tliy  doghtor  w<.»l  I  take,  cr  that  I  wendo, 
As  for  my  wyf,  un-to  hir  lyves  cnde.  (252) 

Thou  lovcst  mo,  I  woot  it  wel,  cortoyu, 
And  art  my  foithful  ligo  man  y-ljoro ;  310 
And  al  that  lykoth  mo,  I  dar  wel  seyn 
It  lykoth  thoo,  and  spociully  therfore 
Tel  mo  i  hat  poynt  that  1  have  seyd  bifore, 
If  that  tliou  W(.»lt  un-to  that  purpos  drawe. 
To  take  mo  as  for  thy  lone-in-lawe  ? '    315 


Tliis  sodeyn  cas  this  man  astoned  so,  (260) 
That  reod  he  wex,  abayst,  and  al  quaking 
He  stood  ;  unnethes  seyde  he  wordes  mo, 
But  only  thus  :  *  lord/  quod  he,  *  my  wil- 
ling 
Is  as  ye  wole,  ne  ayoines  your  l^'king  321) 
I  wol  no-thing  ;  ye  be  my  lord  so  dere ; 
Right  as  yow  lust  govemoth  this  matere.' 

*  Yet  wol  I,'  quod  this  markis  softelj", 

*  That  in  thy  chambre  I  and  thou  and  she 
Have  a  collacion,  and  wostow  why  ?  325 
For  I  wol  axe  if  it  hir  wille  be  (270) 
To  be  mj'  wyf,  and  reule  hir  after  mo ; 
And  al  tliis  shal  bo  doon  in  thy  presence, 
I  wol  noght  spoke  out  of  thyn  audience. ' 

And  in   the    chambre    whyl   thoy  wero 
alK>uto  330 

Hir  trot  is,  which  as  ye  shal  after  hero. 
The  peple  cam  un-to  the  hous  with-outo, 
And  wondred  hem  in  how  honest  manere 
And  tentifly  she  kopto  hir  fader  dere.  (278) 
But  outorly  Grisildis  wondre  mighte,  335 
For  never  erst  ne  saugh  sho  swich  a  sighte. 

No  wonder  is  thogh  that  she  wore  astoned 
To  soon  so  greet  a  gost  come  in  that  place  ; 
She  never  was  to  swicho  gestos  wonod. 
For  which  slio  loked  with  ful  pale  face. 
But  shortly  forth  this  tale  for  to  chace, 
Thise  am  the  wordes  that  the  markifi 
sayde  342 

To  this  bonigne  vorray  foithful  ma3rde. 

*  Grisilde,*  ho  soydo,  '  3^0  shul  wel  under- 

stondo 
It  lykoth  to  your  fader  and  to  mo        345 
That  I  yow  wedde,  and  eek  it  may  so 

stondo,  (290) 

As  I  suppose,  3*0  wol  that  it  so  be. 
But  thise  domandes  axe  I  first,*  quod  he, 

*  That,  sith  it  shal  bo  doon  in  hastif  wyse, 
Wol  yo  assento,  or  olles  yow  avyso  ?      35<» 

I  soyo  this,  be  ye  redy  with  good  herto 

To  al  my  lust,  and  that  I  froly  may. 

As  mo  best  thinketh,  do  yow  laughe  or 

smerte. 
And  nover  ye  to  grucche  it,  night  ne  day  ? 
And  eek  whan  I  Bcy  "jv,"  ne  scy  nat 

"nay,"  355 
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Neither  by  word  ne  frowning  contenance ; 
Swer  this,  and  here  I  swere  our  alliance.' 

Wondring  upon  this  word,  quaking  for 
drede,  (30a) 

She  s*^ydo,  '  lord,  undigno  and  unworthy 
Am  I  to  thilke  honour  that  ye  me  bede ;  360 
But  as  yo  wol  your-self,  right  so  wol  L 
And  heer  I  swero  that  never  willingly 
In  werk  no  thoght  I  nil  yow  disobeyo, 
For  to  be  deed,  though  me  were  looth  to 
deye.'  (308)  364 

'  This  is  y-nogh,  Grisilde  mjTi !  *  quod  he. 
And  forth  he  gooth  with  a  ful  sobre  chere 
Out  at  the  do  re,  and  after  that  cam  she, 
And  to  the  pcjde  he  soydein  this  manere, 
*  This  is  my  wyf,*  quod  he, '  that  standeth 

here.  369 

Honoureth  hir,  and  loveth  hir,  I  preye, 
Who-so  me  loveth;    ther  is  na-more  to 

seyo.' 

And  for  that  no-thing  of  hir  oldo  gere 
She  slioldo  bringe  in-to  his  hous,  ho  bad 
Thut  wommen  sholde  dispoilen  hir  right 
there  ;  (318)  374 

Of  which  thise  ladycs  were  nat  right  glad 
To  liandle  hir  clothes  wher-in  she  was  clad, 
liut  nntholos  this  mayde  bright  of  hewe 
Fro  foot  to  heed  they  clothed  han  al  newe. 

Hir  heros  han  they  kembd,  that  lay  un- 

tressed 
Ful  rudely,  and  with  hir  flngres  smalo  380 
A  corono  on  Ixir  lice<l  they  han  y-dressed, 
And  sette  hir  ful  of  nowches  greto  and 

smale ; 
Of  hir  array  what  sholde  I  make  a  talo? 
Unnotlie  the  peple  hir  knew  for  hir  fair- 

nesso, 
Whan  rIic  translated  was  in  swich  rich- 

esse.  385 

Tliis  markis  hath  hir  spoused  with  a  ring 
Broght  for  the  same  cause,  and  than  hir 
sotto  (331) 

Up-on  an  h«rs,  snow-whyt  and  wel  am- 
bling, 
An<l  to  his  paleys,  er  he  lenger  letto, 
With  joyful  peplo  that  hir  loddo  and 
mette,  590 


Ck>nveyed  hir,  and    thus  the  day  they 

spende 
In  revel,  til  the  sonno  gan  desccndc. 

And  shortly  forth  this  talo  for  to  chace, 
I  seye  that  to  tliis  newe  markisesse 
God  hath  swich  favour  sent  hir  of  his 
^race,  395 

That  it  ne  semed  nat  by  lyklinesso     twt) 
That  she  was  bom  and  fed  in  rudencsso, 
As  in  a  cote  or  in  an  oxo-stalle, 
But  norished  in  an  emperourcs  halle. 

To  every  wight  she  woxen  is  so  dcro    400 
And  worshipful,  that  iblk  ther  slie  was 

bore 
And  from  hir  birtho  knewe  hir  yccr  by 

yere, 
Unnethe   trowed  they,  but  dorsto  han 

swore 
Tliat  to  Janicle,  of  which  I  spak  biforc, 
She  doghter  nas,  for,  as  by  conjecture,  405 
Hem  thoughte  she  was  another  creature. 

For  thogh  that  ever  vertnous  was  she,  (351) 
She  was  encressed  in  swich  excellenco 
Of  thewes  gode,  y-set  in  heigh  bountee, 
And  so  discreet  and  fair  of  eloquence,  410 
So  benigne  and  so  digne  of  reverence. 
And  coude  so  the  peples  herto  embrace. 
That  ech  hir  lovedo  that  loked  on  hir  face. 

Noght  only  of  Salnces  in  the  toun 
Publiced  was  the  bountee  of  hir  name,  415 
But  eek  bisyde  in  many  a  regioun,  (360) 
If  oon  seyde  wel,  another  seyde  the  same ; 
So  spradde  of  hir  heigh  bountee  the  lame, 
That  men  and  wommen,  as  wel  yonge  as 

oldo, 
Gon  to  Saluce,  ui)on  hir  to  biholde.      430 

Thus  Walter  lowly,  nay  but  ro3rally, 
W^cdded  with  fortunat  honestetee,  • 
In  goddes  pees  liveth  ful  esily 
At  hoom,  and  outward  grace  y-nogh  had 
he;  (368)  4^4 

And  for  he  saugh  that  under  low  d^jpree 
W^as  ofte  vertu  liid,  the  peplo  him  heldo 
A  prudent  man,  and  that  is  aeyn  ful  selde. 

Xat  only  this  Grisildis  thurgh  hir  wit 
Coude  al  the  feet  of  wyfly  hoomlinesse, 
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But  oek,  whan  that  tho  oas  requyrad  it, 
The  commnne  profit  coude  she  redresse. 
Ther  nas  discord,  rancour,  ne  lievinesse 
In  al  that  lond,  that  she  no  coudo  apese, 
And  'wyily  bringo  hem  alle  in  reste  and 
ese, 

Thongh  that  liir  housbonde  absent  were 
anoon,  435 

If  gontil  men,  or  othere  of  hir  controe 
"Wore  wrothe,   she  wolde  bringon  hem 
atoon ;  (3^0 

So  wyse  and  rype  wordes  haddo  she, 
And  jagements  of  so  greet  eqnitee, 
That  she  from  heven  sent  was,  oa  men 
wonde,  440 

Pepio  to  save  and  every  wrong  t*amende. 

Nat  longe  tymo  after  that  this  Grisild 
Was  wedded,  she  a  donghter  hath  y-bore, 
Al  had  hir  lover  have  bom  a  knave  child. 
Glad  was  this  markis  and  tho  folk  ther- 
fore ;  445 

For  thongh  a  majrde  child  come  al  bifore. 
She  may  unto  a  knave  diild  atteyno  (391; 
3>'  lyklihed,  sin  she  nis  nat  barcyne. 

Explicit  secnnda  pars. 

Incipit  tercia  para. 

Ther  fil,  as  it  bifalloth  tymes  mo, 

Whan  that  this  child  had  sonked   but 

a  throwe,  450 

This  markis  in  his  horte  longoth  so 
To  tempts  his  wyf,  hir  sadnesse  for  to 

knowe, 
That  he  ne  mighto  out  of  his  herte  throwe 
This  merveillous  dosyr,  his  wyf  t'assaye, 
Kcedlcss,  god  woot,  ho  thoughte  hir  for 

t'affraye.  455 

Ho  haddo  assayed  liir  y-nogh  bifore,  Uoo) 
And  fond  hir  over  goo<l ;  what  nedod  it 
Hir  for  to  temi)to  and  alwcj'  more  and 

more  ? 
Though  som  men  preiso  it  for  a  subtil  wit. 
But  as  for  mo.  1  seye  that  yvol  it  sit    4rx) 
Tassnyo  a  wj-f  whan  that  it  ia  no  node, 
And  putten  her  in  anguish  and  in  dredo. 

For  which  tliis  markis  wroghte  in  this 

manore ; 
Ho  cam  alone  o-night,  thor  as  she  lay, 


With  Bt«me  face  and  with  ful  trouble 
chore,  465 

And  seydo  thus,  '  Grisild,'  quod  ho,  '  that 
day  (410) 

That  I  yow  ttx>k  out  of  your  p^jvre  arraj-, 
And  putto  yow  in  estaat  of  heigh  noblesse, 
Ye  have  nat  that  forgcton,  as  I  gosso. 

I  seyc,  Grisild,  this  present  dignitee,    470 
In  which  that  I  have  put  yow,  as  I  trowe, 
Maketh  yow  nat  foryetfnl  for  to  bo 
Tliat  I  yow  took  in  povre  estaat  ful  lowo 
For  any  wole  ye  moot  your-selven  knowo. 
Tak  hede  of  every  word  that  I  yow  seyo, 
Ther  is  no  wight  that  hereth  it  but  we 
tweye.  (4J0)  476 

Ye  woot  your-self  wel,  how  that  yo  cam 

here 
In-to  this  hous,  it  is  nat  long^  ago. 
And  though  to  me  that  yo  bo  lief  and 

<lore, 
Un-to  my  gen  tils  yo  bo  no-thing  so  ;     4R> 
They  seyn,  to  hem  it  is  greet  shame  and 

wo 
For  to  bo  subgets  and  ben  in  servago 
To  thee,  that  bom  art  of  a  smal  village. 

And  namely,  sith  thy  doghter  was  y-bore, 
Tliiso  wordes  ban  they  spoken  doutelees ; 
But  I  dosyre,  as  I  Imvo  doon  bifore,  (430) 
To  live  my  lyf  with  hem  in  reste  and 

pees; 
I  may  nat  in  this  caas  be  reccheloes. 
I  moot  don  with  thy  doghter  for  tho 

beste, 
Nat  as  I  wolde,  but  as  my  peple  lesto.  4t>».» 

And  yet,  god  wot,  this  is  ful  looth  to  mo  ; 
But  nathclees  with-oute  your  witing 
I  wol  nat  doon,  but  this  wol  I,'  quod  ho, 
*  That  ye  to  me  assonto  as  in  this  thing. 
Shewe  now  your  i)acienoe  in  your  working 
That  ye  me  highte  and  swore  in  your 
villiign  (440)  406 

That  day  that  makcd  was  our  mariagc.* 

Whan  she  had  herd  al  this,  she  noght 

amoved 
Neither  in  word,  or  chore,  or  couutcn- 

uunce ; 
For,  as  it  semed,  she  was  nat  agreved :  500 
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She  seyde,  *lord,  al  lyth  in  your  i>les- 

aiince, 
My  child  and  I  with  hertly  obeisannco 
Ben  youros  al,  and  yo  mowe  save  or  spillo 
Your  owone  thing ;    werketh  after  your 

willo.  504 

Ther  may  no-thing,  god  bo  my  gonle  save, 
Lykon  to  j'ow  that  may  displeso  me ;  (450) 
No  I  dG83*ro  nc>-t]iing  for  to  have, 
Ne  drcde  lor  to  leso,  savo  only  ye ; 
This  wil  is  in  myn  horto  and  ay  shalbe. 
Xo  longtho  of  tyme  or  deoth  may  this 
deface,  5»o 

No  channge  my  corage  to  another  pUu;e.' 

(Had  was  this  markis  of  liir  answering, 
But  yet  ho  feyne<l  as  ho  were  nat  so ; 
Al  drery  was  his  chere  and  his  loking 
AVhan  that  he  sholde  out  of  the  chambre 
go.  5«5 

Sone  after  this,  a  furlong  woy  or  two,  (4.60) 
He  privcly  hath  told  al  his  entente 
ITn-to  a  man,  and  to  his  wyf  him  sentc. 

A  manor  sergeant  was  this  priveo  man, 
:rhe  which  that  fcithful  ofto  he  founden 

haddo  5^ 

In  t hinges  grete,  and  eok  swich  folk  wol 

con 
Don  cxecucionn  on  thinges  baddc. 
The  lord  knew  wel  that  he  him  love<l  and 

dradde  ; 
And  whan  this  sergeant  wiste  his  lordes 

wille, 
In-to  the  chambre  ho  stalked  him  ful 

stille.  5^5 

'  Madame,'  he  seyde,  '  ye  mote  foryeve  it 

me,  (470) 

Thogh  I  do  thing  to  which   I  am  con- 

strej-nc'd ; 
Yo  ben  so  vrys  tliat  fnl  wel  knowe  ye 
That  lordes  hestes  mowe  nat    been    y- 

feyned  ; 
Tlioy  mowe  wel  been  biwailled  or  com- 

plo^-ncd,  530 

But  men  mot  nede  nn-to  her  Inst  obeye, 
And  so  wol  I ;  ther  is  na-more  to  seyo. 

Tins  child  I  am  comanded  for  to  take  * — 
And  spak  na-more,  bnt  out  the  child  he 
hente 


DespitoQsly,  and  gan  a  chore  make       r,%^ 
As  though  ho  wolde  han  slayn  it  or  he 
wente.  (4fo) 

Orisildis  mot  al  sufFrcn  and  consento ; 
And  as  a  lamb  she  sitteth  meke  and  stille, 
And  leot  this  cruel  sergeant  doon  his  wille. 

Suspecious  was  the  diffame  of  this  man. 
Suspect  his  face,  suspect  his  word  also ;  541 
Susi>ect  the  tyme  in  which  he  tliis  bigan. 
Alias !  hir  doghter  that  she  lovede  so 
She  wcnde  he  wolde  han  slawen  it  right 
tho.  544 

But  natheles  she  neither  weep  ne  eyked, 
Consenting  hir  to  that  the  markis  lyked. 

But  atte  lastc  speken  she  bigan,  (491) 

And  mekely  she  to  the  sergeant  preydo, 
So  as  he  was  a  worthy  gentil  man, 
That  she  moste  kisse  hir  cliild  er  that  it 
deyde ;  551) 

And  in  her  l>arm  this  litel  cliild  sholcyde 
With  fal  sad  face,  and  gan  the  child  to  kisso 
And  lulled  it,  and  after  gan  it  blisse. 

And  thus  she  seyde  in  liir  beuigne  voys, 
*  Far  weel,  my  cliild ;  I  shal  thee  never 

see ;  s?S 

But,  sith  I  thee  have  marked  with  the 

croj-s,  (500) 

Of  thilko  fader  blessed  mote  thou  be, 
That  for  us  deyde  ui>-on  a  croys  of  tree. 
Thy  soule,  litel  child,  I  him  bitake. 
For  this  night  slialtow  dyen  for  my  sake.* 

I  trowe  that  to  a  norice  in  this  cas       561 
It  had  ben  hard  this  rewthe  for  to  so ; 
AVel  mighte  a  mooder  than  han  cryed 

*allas!' 
But  nathelecs  so  sad  stedfast  was  she, 
That  she  endured  all  adversitee,  565 

And  to  the  sergeant  mekely  she  sayde,(5io) 
'  Have  hcer  agayn  your  litel  yonge  mayde. 

Ooth  now,'   quod   she,    'and  dootli  my 

lordes  heste. 

But  o  thing  wol  I  preye  yow  of  your  grace. 

That,  but  my  lord  forbad  yow,  atte  lesto 

Buricth  this  litel  body  in  som  place     571 

Tliat  bestes  ne  no  briddes  it  to-race.* 

But  he  no  word  wol  to  that  purpos  seye, 

I  But  took  the  cliild  and  wente  uiK>n  his 

I  weye. 
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This  sergeant  cam  tin-to  his  lord  086301,575 
And  of  Orisildis  wordcs  and  hir  chere  (530) 
He  toldo  him  point  for  point,  in  short  and 

playn, 
And   him  prescnteth  with    his  doghter 

dere. 
Somwhut  this  lord  huth  rowtho  in  his 

manere; 
Bat  natheloes  his  pnrpos  hoold  he  stillo, 
As  lonles  doon,  wlian  they  wol  han  hir 

willo ;  581 

And  bad  his  sergeant  that  he  privcly 
Sholdo  this   child  ful  sofle  winde  and 

wrappo 
With  alio  circumstances  tendrely, 
And  cario  it  in  a  cofro  or  in  a  lappo ;   585 
Bnt^    np-on  peyno  his    heed    of  for  to 

swapi>e,  (530) 

That  no  man  sholdo  knowe  of  his  entente, 
Ne  whcnno  ho  cam,  no  whider  that  he 

wento ; 

Bat  at  Boloigno  to  his  snstcr  dere. 

That  thilke  tyme  of  Panik  was  conntesse, 

He  shoMo  it  take,  and  showo  hir  this 

matero,  591 

Bisekinp^  hir  to  don  hir  bisinosso 
Tliis  child  to  fostre  in  uUo  gcntilosse ; 
And  whos  child  that  it  was  ho  btvd  hir 

hy»lo 
From   everj'  wight,  for  oght  that  may 

hityde.  595 

The  sergeant  gooth,  and  hath  fulfild  this 
thing ;  (540) 

Bat  to  tliis  markis  now  retoame  wo ; 
For  now  goth  ho  fal  fasto  imagining 
If  by  his  wy  ves  chere  he  mighte  see, 
Or  by  hir  wonl  aperceyvo  that  she       600 
Were  chaunged ;  but  he  never  hir  coude 

flndo 
But  over  in  oon  y-lyko  sad  and  kindo. 

As  gliul,  as  humble,  as  bisy  in  servyse, 
And  cek  in  love  as  she  was  wont  to  be, 
Was  she  to  him  in  every  manor  wyse ;  605 
No  <»f  hir  doghter  noght  a  word  si>ak  she. 
Xcm  accident  for  noon  adversiteo        (551) 
Was  seyn  in  hir,  no  never  hir  doghter 

name 
"So  ncmpned  she,  in  emest  nor  in  game. 
Explicit  tercia  pars. 


Seqnltar  pars  qnarta. 

In    this  estaat  thcr  passed  been  fouro 

yeer 
Er  she  with  childo  was ;  bat,  as  g;<xi  wolde, 
A  knave  child  she  Imu*  by  this  Walter, 
Ful  gracious  and  fair  for  to  biholde. 
And  whan  that  folk  it  to  his  fader  tolde. 
Nat  only  he,  but  al  his  cimtreo,  mcrie  615 
Was  for  this  child,  and  god  they  thanke 

and  horio.  (560) 

Whan  it  was  two  3'eer  oM,  and  fro  the 

brest 
Departed  of  his  norice,  on  a  day 
This  markis  caughte  yet  another  lest 
To  tempte  his  wj'f  yet  ofter,  if  ho  may.  620 

0  needles  was  she  tempted  in  assay  ! 
But  wedded  men  ne  knowo  no  mesure, 
Whan  that  they  Undo  a  i>acicnt  creature. 

*  Wyf,'  quod  this  markis,  '  ye  han  herd  er 

this. 
My  peplo  sikly  berth  our  mariage,        Oafi 
And  namely,  sith  my  sone  y-lN)reu  is,  (^5711) 
Now  is  it  worse  thon  ever  in  al  our  age. 
Tho  murmur  sleet h  mj-n  herto  and  my 

corogo ; 
For  to  myno   ores    comth    tho   voyg  so 

smerte. 
That  it  wel  ny  destroyed  hath  myn  herte. 

Now  sey  they  thus,   "wlian  Walter  is 

agtH>n,  631 

Then  shal  tho  bloo<l  of  Janiclo  succcde 
And  been  our  lord,  for  other  have  wo 

noon ; " 
Swicho  wordes  scith  my  peple,  out  of 

drodo. 
Wel  onghto  I  of  swich  murmur  taken 

hede ;  635 

For  certeiuly  I  dredo  swich  sentence,  (580) 
Though  they  nat  plejn  spoke  in  myn 

audience. 

1  wolde  live  in  pees,  if  that  I  mighte ; 
Whorfor  I  am  disposed  outerly, 

As  I  his  suster  servcilo  by  nigh  to,         640 
Right  so  thenke  I  to  servo  him  privcly ; 

I  Tliis  wame  I  yow,  that  ye  nat  scHlej'iily 
Out  of  your-self  for  no  wo  sholdo  outrayo; 

.  Beth  iiacient,  and  thor-of  I  yow  preye.* 
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'  I  have,*  quod  she,  *  seyd  thus,  and  ever 

Blxal,  (589)  645 

I  wol  no  thing,  ne  nil  no  thing,  certayn, 
But  as  yow  list ;  noght  greveth  me  at  al, 
Thogh  that  my  doghtor  and  my  sone  be 

sla>'n, 
At  your  comandomont,  this  is  to  sayn. 
I  have  noght  had  no  part  of  children 

tweyne  650 

Bat  first  siknesso,  and  after  vro  and  peyne. 

Ye  boon  our  lord,  doth  with  your  owene 

thing 
Kight  as  yow  list ;  axeth  no  reed  at  me. 
F<ir,  as  I  lefte  at  hoom  al  my  clothing, 
^Vlmn  I  first  cam  to  yow,  right  so,*  quod 

she,  655 

^  Jjet^e  I  my  wil  and  al  my  libertee,    (600) 
And  took  your  clothing ;  wherfor  I  yow 

preyo, 
Doth  your  plesaunco,   I  wol    your  lust 

obeyo. 

And  certes,  if  I  hadde  prescience 

Your  wil  to  knowe  er  ye  your  lust  me 

tolde,  660 

I  woldo  it  (loon  witli-outen  necligence ; 
But  now  I  woot  your  lust  and  what  ye 

woldo, 
Al    your   plesaunce    ferme    and    stable 

I  holdo ; 
For  wiste  I  that  my  deeth  wolde  do  yow 

oso,  664 

Bight  ghidly  woldo  I  dyon,  yow  to  plese. 

Doth  may  noght  make  no  comparisoun 
L'n-to  your  lovo  : '  and,  whan  this  markis 

sey  (611) 

The  Constance  of  his  wyf,  he  casto  adoun 
His  3'^n  two,  and  wondroth  that  she  may 
In  pucienco  suffre  al  this  array.  670 

And  forth  ho  gooth  with  drery  conten- 

aunce, 
But  to  his  herto  it  was  ful  greet  plesaunce. 

This  ugly  sergeant,  in  the  same  wyse 
That  he  hir  doghtcr  caughte,  right  so  he. 
Or  worse,  if  men  worse  can  devyso,       675 
Hath  hont   hir    sone,  that   ftd  was  of 
beautee.  (6ao) 

And  over  in  oon  so  pacient  was  she, 
That  she  no  chore  made  of  hevinesse, 
But  kiste  hir  sone,  and  after  gan  it  ble«e; 


Save  this;  she  preyed  him  that,  if  he 
mighte,  680 

Hir  litel  sone  he  wolde  in  erthe  grave, 

His  tendre  limes,  delicat  to  sighte, 

Fro  foules  and  fro  bestes  for  to  save. 

But  she  non  answer  of  him  mighte  have. 

He  wente  his  wey,  as  him  northing  ne 
roghtc ;  685 

But  to  Boloigne  he  tendrely  it  broghtc. 

This  markis  wondreth  e\'er  longer  the 
more  (631) 

Up-on  hir  pacience,  and  if  that  ho 
Ne  hadde  soothly  knowen  ther-bifore, 
That  parfitly  hir  children  lovede  slie,  690 
He  wolde  have  wend  tliat  of  som  subtiltee, 
And  of  malice  or  for  cruel  corage. 
That  she  had  suifred  this  with  sad  visage. 

But  wel  he  knew  that  next  him-self, 
certajm,  ^94 

She  loved  liir  children  best  in  eveiy  wyse. 

But  now  of  wommen  wolde  I  axon  fa3m, 

If  thise  assayes  mighte  nat  suflyse  ?  (641) 

What  coude  a  sturdy  housbond  more 
de\'j'se 

To  prove  hir  wyfhod  and  hir  stedfast- 
ncsse,  699 

And  he  continuing  ever  in  sturdinesse  ? 

But  thor  ben  folk  of  swich  condicioun. 

That,  whan  they  have  a  cortein  purpos 
take. 

They  can  nat  stinte  of  hir  cntoncioun. 

But,  right  as  they  were  boundou  to 
a  stake. 

They  wol  nat  of  that  firsti*  purpos  slake. 

Bight  so  this  markis  fulllciie  hath  pur- 
posed (650)  706 

To  tempte  his  wyf,  as  he  was  first  disposed. 

He  waiteth,  if  by  word  or  contenanoo 
That  sho  to  him  was  changed  of  corage ; 
But  never  coude  he  finde  variance ;      710 
She  was  ay  oon  in  herte  and  in  visage ; 
And  ay  the  forther  that  she  was  in  age, 
The  more  trewe,  if  that  it  were  possible, 
Sho  was  to  him  in  love,  and  more  penible. 

For  which  it  semed  thus,  that  of  hem  two 
Thor  nas  but  o  wil ;  for,  as  Walter  leste, 
The  same  lost  was  hir  pletanoe  also,  (661} 


6o6 


Zit  tanitviutji  t^afee. 


[t.  8594-8672. 


And,  god  bo  thanked,  al  fil  for  the  beste.    |  But  shortly  if  this  storie  I  tellen  shal,  760 
Sho  showed  wcl,  for  no  worldly  unrosto      1  This  markis  writen  hath  in  special 


A  wyf,  as  of  hir-self,  no-thing  ne  sholde 
Wille  in  effect,  but  as  hir  housbond  wolde. 

The  Bclaundre  of  Walter  ofle  and  wydo 
spnulde,  ^22 

That  of  a  cruel  horte  he  wikkedly, 
For  he  a  povre  wonunan  wedded  haddc, 
Hath  mordred  bothe  his  children  prively. 
Swicli  murmur  was  among  hem  comunly. 
"So  wonder  is,  for  to  the  peples  ore  (671 ) 
Ther  cam  no  word  but  that  they  mordred 
were. 

For  which,  wher-as  his  i>eplo  ther-bifore 
Had  loved  him  wel,  the  sclaundre  of  his 
diffamo  730 

Made  hem  that  they  him  hatcde  thcrforo ; 
To  been  a  mordrer  is  an  hateful  name. 
But  nathcles,  for  ernest  no  for  game 
Ho  of  his  cruel  purpos  nolde  stento ;      734 
To  tempte  his  wyf  was  set  al  his  entente. 

Whan  that  his  doghter  twelf  yoor  was  of 
ago,  (680) 

Ho  to  the  court  of  Rome,  in  subtil  wyso 
Enformed  of  his  wil,  sento  his 'message, 
Comaunding  hem  swiche  buUes  to  dovyso 
As  to  his  cruel  purpos  may  suffyse,       740 
How  that  the  pope,  as  for  his  peples  rcste. 
Bad  him  to  wcddo  another,  if  him  lesto. 

I  seyo,  he  bad  they  sholde  countrefete 
The  popes  bulles,  making  mencioun 
That  he  hath  leve  his  firste  wyf  to  lete,  745 
As  by  the  popes  dispensacioun,  (^)9o) 

To  stinto  rancour  and  dissencioun 
Bitwixe  his  peple  and  him ;  thus  seydo 

the  buUe, 
The  which  they  han  publiced  atte  fulle. 

Tlio  rude  i>ople,  as  it  no  wonder  is,  750 
Wendon  ful  wel  that  it  had  been  right  so ; 
But  whan  thise  tydingcs  cam  to  Qrisildis, 
I  deme  that  hir  herte  was  ful  wo. 
But  she,  y-lyke  sad  for  evermo, 
Disposed  was,  this  humble  creature,  755 
Th^adversitoe  of  fortune  al  t'endure.  (700) 

Abyding  over  his  lust  and  his  plesaunce. 
To  whom  that  she  was  yeven,  herte  and  al, 
As  to  hir  verray  worldly  suffiBannco  ; 


A  lettro  in  which  he  sheweth  his  entente, 
And  socroly  he  to  Boloigne  it  sente. 

To  th'erl  of  Panik,  which  that  hadde  tho 
Wedded  his  suster,  preyde  he  specially  765 
To  bringen  hoom  agayn  his  children  two 
In  honurablo  estaat  al  openly.  (71 0 

But  o  thing  ho  him  preyedo  onterly. 
That  he  to  no  wight,  though  men  wolde 

enquere, 
Sholde  nat  telle,  whos  children  that  they 

wore,  770 

But  seye,  the  mayden  sholdo  y-w^eddcd  be 
Un-to  the  markis  of  Saluce  anon. 
And  as  this  erl  was  preyed,  so  dido  he ; 
For  at  day  set  he  on  his  wey  is  goon 
Toward  Saluce,  and  lordos  many  oon,  775 
Tn  riche  array,  this  mayden  for  to  gyde ; 
Hir  yonge  brother  rj'ding  hir  bisyde.  (ysi) 

Arrayed  was  toward  hir  mariage 

This  fresshe  mayde,  ful  of  gemmes  clere ; 

Hir  brother,  which  that  seven  j^er  was  of 

age,  •  780 

Arrayed  eek  ful  fresh  in  his  nianere. 
And  thus  in  greet  noblesse  and  with  glad 

chore. 
Toward  Salucos  shaping  hir  journey. 
Fro  doy  to  day  they  rj'den  in  liir  wey. 

Explicit  quarta  pars. 

Sequitur  quinta  pars. 

Among  al  this,  after  his  wikke  usage,  785 
This  markis,  yet  his  wyf  to  tempte  more 
To  the  uttereste  prove  of  hir  corage,  (731) 
Fully  to  han  experience  and  lore 
If  that  sho  were  as  stedfast  as  biforo, 
He  on  a  day  in  open  audience  791) 

Ful  boistously  hath  seyd  hir  this  sentence : 

*  Cortes,  Qrisilde,  I  hadde  y-nough  ples- 
aunce 

To  han  yow  to  my  wyf  for  your  goodnosse. 

As  for  your  trouthe  and  for  your  obeis- 
aunce. 

Nought  for  your  linage  no  for  your 
richesse ;  795 

But  now  kuowe  I  in  verray  soothfast- 
nesso  (740) 
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My  ptvi"  lie 
Aim(lu.r-«Tf,nn,i.; 
Aii'l  c«k  tbo  pope. 


I  Invliii^li 


■e  i«yf,  god  of  his  grace 


(7.TO) 


rong  uf  liorte,  anil  voyde  oiion  hi 

iHCC,  (7J 

:liilkv  elnwer  that  .vc  hmghten  mo 
of  iny  grace; 
■moth  to  yonr  fadriMbouHf'qnodbo: 


'euduro 


er  j'o  roe  InJy  mado- 


rmire  of  jvnr  bfnigniteo 
mo  in  lu>nonr  and  iiobleye, 
inB  nnpht  •rortliy  for  t«  lio, 
0  I  god  and  jow,  to  wh™ 


Til  1 1io  dMil,  my  Ij-f  ther  o-ol  I  leda     Ht.< 
A  widw«  eUne,  in  body,  herlfl,  aiidnt.(78oj 
For  sith  1  yof  to  yow  my  maydenhede, 
Aod  nm  your  trews  wyf,  it  ii  no  drsde, 


But  thor-a«  ye  mo  profre  swicli  dowairo 
As  I  flrat  brogbtv,  it  ii  wcl  in  my  niindo 
It  were  my  wroccbed   clotheg,  no-tbing 

fairo,  Sy, 

The  wbicb  lo  mo  were  hard  now  for  to 

findo. 
O  g^Mle  god  !  how  ROntil  and  how  Undo 
Ye  aemod  hyyonrspflche  and  yonr  viaBge 
The  day  thiit  niakcd  was  our  manage ', 


My  lord,  ye  woot  Ih 


'!■  gmco. 

4  ufdredc, 

uid  luLkednGue  and  mayden- 


The  rcmenant  oi 


Al  your  folwen  fayn  ; 

But  yet  I  hope  it  be  nat  youjr  entente  tjt 
That  I  amoklees  out  of  yoor  paleyi  weuts. 

Ye  conde  nat  doon  t 

leyo 
Sbolde,  biloia  the  peple,  i 
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Be  8oyn  al  baro ;  wherfor  I  yow  preye, 
Lat  mo  nat  lyk  a  worm  go  by  tho  weye.  880 
Bemombro  yow,  myn  owene  lord  so  dere, 
I  was  your  wj'f,  thogh  I  unworthy  were. 

Whcrf'or,  in  guerdon  of  my  maydenhcde, 
AVhich  that  I  broghtc,  and  noght  agajrn 

I  here,  884 

As  vouchoth  sauf  to  yevo  mo,  to  my  mcde, 
But  swich  a  sinok  as  I  was  wont  to  were. 
That  I  thcrwith  may  wrye  the  wombe  of 

liere  (831 ) 

That  was  your  wyf ;  and  hecr  take  I  my 

leve 
(.)f  yow,  myn  owene  lord,  lest  I  yow  greve.* 

*  The  smok,'  quod  he.  *  that  thou  hast  on 
thy  bak,  890 

Ijat  it  be  stille,  and  ber  it  forth  with  thee.' 
But  wcl  unncthos  thilke  word  he  spak, 
But  wente  his  wey  for  rewthe  and  for 

pitoo. 
Bifom  the  folk  hir-solven  strepeth  she, 
And  in  hir  smok,  with  heed  and  foot  al 
Ijftre,  (839)  895 

Toward  hir  fader  hous  forth  is  she  fare. 

.  The  folk  hir  folwe  wepingo  in  hir  weye, 
And  fortune  ay  thoy  cursen  as  they  goon; 
But  she  fro  weping  kepte  hir  yen  dreye, 
No  in  this  tymo.  word  no  spak  she  noon.  900 
Hir  fader,  tliat  this  tyding  horde  anoon, 
<^nrscth  the  day  and  tyme  that  nature 
ShcH)p  him  to  been  a  l>'\'es  creature. 

For  out  of  doutc  this  olde  povre  man 
Was  over  in  suspect  of  hir  mariage  ;    905 
For  over  he  denied,  sith  that  it  bigan,(85o) 
That  whan  the  lord  fulfild  had  his  corage. 
Him  wolde  thinke  it  were  a  disparage 
To  his  cstaat  so  lowo  for  t*alighte. 
And  voyden  hir  as  sone  as  ever  he  mighte. 

Aga>-ns  his  doghter  hastilich  goth  ho,  91 1 
For  he  by  noyso  of  folk  knew  hir  cominge. 
And  with  hir  olde  cote,  as  it  mighte  be, 
Ho  covered  hir,  ful  sorwefully  wepingo ; 
But  on  hir  lyody  mighte  he  it  nat  bringe. 
For  nidu  was  the  cloth,  and  more  of  age 
By  dayes  fele  than  at  hir  mariage.      (861) 

Thus  with  hir  f<ider,  for  a  certcyn  space, 
Dwelleth  this  floor  of  wyfly  pacienoe, 


That  neither  by  hir  wordes  ne  hir  fBuce  920 
Bifom  the  folk,  ne  eek  in  hir  absence. 
No  shewed  she  that  hir  was  doon  oifenc« ; 
Ne  of  hir  heigh  estaat  no  remcmbraunce 
Ne  hadde  she,  as  by  hir  countenaunce. 

No  wonder  is,  for  in  hir  grete  estaat    925 
Hir  goost  was  ever  in  pleyn  hnmylitee  ; 
No  tendre  mouth,  non  herte  delicaat,  (871) 
No  pompe,  no  semblant  of  royalteo, 
But  ful  of  pacient  benignitee. 
Discreet  and  prj'deles,  ay  honurable,    930 
And  to  hir  housbonde  ever  meke  and 
stable. 

Men  spoke  of  Job  and  most  for  his  hum- 

blesse. 
As  clerkes,  whan  hem  list,  can  wel  endyte, 
Namely  of  men,  but  as  in  soothfastnesse, 
Thogh   clerkes    pre^'se  wommen    but    a 

lyto,  935 

Ther  can  no  man  in  humblesse  him  ac- 

quyte  (88ti) 

As  womman  can,  ne  can  ben  Iialf  so  trewe 
As  wommen  been,  but  it  be  fallo  of-newe. 

[Pan  Sexta.] 

Fro  Boloigne  is  this  erl  of  Fanik  come. 
Of  which  the  fame  up-sprang  to  more  an<l 

lesse,  940 

And  in  the  peples  eres  alio  and  some 
Was  couth  eek,  that  a  newe  markisesse 
He  with  him  broghte,  in  swich  pompe  and 

richesse. 
That  never  was  ther  soyn  with  mannes  yd 
So  noble  array  in  al  West  Lumbardye.  945 

The  markis,  which  that  shoop  and  knew 
al  this,  (890) 

Er  that  this  erl  was  come,  sentehis  message 

For  tliilko  scly  povre  Grisildis  ; 

And  she  with  humble  herte  and  glad 
visage,  949 

Nat  with  no  swollen  thoght  in  hir  corage. 

Cam  at  his  heste,  and  on  hir  knees  hir 
sette. 

And  reverently  an<l  w>'sly  she  him  grette. 

'  Grisild,'  quod  he,  *  my  wille  is  onterly, 
This  mayden,  that  shal  wedded  been  to  me^ 
Boceyved  be  to-morwe  at  royally  955 
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Ab  it  possible  is  in  myn  hons  to  be.    (900) 
And  eek  that  every  wight  in  his  degree 
Have  his  ostaat  in  sitting  and  servyse 
And  heigh  plesaunce,  as  I  can  best  devyse. 

I  have  no  wommen  snffisannt  certayn  960 
The  chambres  for  t'arraye  in  ordinannoe 
After  my  lost,  and  therfor  wolde  I  fayn 
That  thyn  were  al  swich  znaner  govem- 

annce ; 
Thou  knowest  eek  of  old  al  my  plesaonoe ; 
Though  thyn  array  bo  badde  and  yvel 

biseye,  965 

Do  thou  thy  devoir  at  the  leeste  weye/  (910) 

'  Nat  only,  lord,  that  I  am  glad,*  qnod  she, 
'  To  doon  your  lost,  but  I  dei^rre  also 
Yow  for  to  serve  and  pleso  in  my  degree 
With-ontenfeyntingiand  shalevermo.  970 
Xe  never,  for  no  wele  no  no  wo, 
No  shal  tlio  gostwith-in  myn  hertestente 
To  lovo  yow  lx»st  with  al  my  trewe  entente.* 

And  with  that  word  she  gan  the  hous  to 

dighte. 
And  tables  for  to  sette  and  boddes  make ; 
And  x^^yned    hir    to  doon  al  that   she 

mighte,  (920)  976 

Preying  the  chambereres,  for  goddes  sake, 
To  hasten  hem,  and  fasto  swepe  and  shake ; 
And  she,  the  moste  servisable  of  alle, 
Hath  every  chambrc  arrayed  and  hishalle. 

Aboutcn  nndem  gan  this  erl  alighte,  981 
That  with  liim  broghte  thise  noble  child- 

ren  tweyo. 
For  which  the  peple  ran  to  seen  thesighte 
Of  hir  array,  so  richely  biseye ; 
And  than  at  erst  amonges  hem  they  sejre, 
That  Walter  was  no  fool,  thogh  that  him 

leste  (930)  986 

To  channgo  h  is  wyf,  for  it  was  for  the  beste. 

For  she  is  fairer,  as  they  demen  alle, 
Tlian  is  Grisild,  and  more  tendre  of  age, 
And    fairer    fruit    bitwene  hem    sholde 

falle,  990 

And  more  plesant,  frjr  hir  heigh  linage ; 
Hir  brother  eok  so  fair  was  of  visage. 
That  hem  to  scon  the  peple  hath  caught 

l)losaunce. 
Commending   now  the   markis   govem- 

aunce.— 


Auctor.  *  O  stormy  peple !  unsad  and  ever 
nntrewe !  (939)  995 

Ay  nndiscreet  and  channging  as  a  vane, 

Delyting  ever  in  rombcl  that  is  newe. 

For  lyk  the  mone  ay  wexe  ye  and  wane ; 

Ay  fal  of  clapping,  dore  y-nogh  a  jane ; 

Tour  doom  is  fals,  your  Constance  yvel 
preveth,  inoo 

A  fal  greet  fool  is  he  that  on  yow  leveth ! ' 

Thus  seyden  sadde  folk  in  that  cit«e. 
Whan  that  the  peple  gazed  up  and  doun. 
For  they  were  glad,  right  for  the  noveltee, 
To  ban  a  newe  lady  of  hir  toon.  1005 

Ka-more  of  this  make  I  now  mencioon ; 
But  to  Grisilde  agayn  wol  I  me  dresse,  (951) 
And  telle  hir  Constance  and  hir  bisinesse. — 

Ful  bisy  was  Grisilde  in  every  thing 
That  to  the  feste  was  apertinent ;        luio 
Right  noghtwas  she  abayst  of  hir  clothing. 
Though  it  wore  rude  and  somdel  eek  to- 
rent. 
But  with  glad  chore  to  the  yat«  is  went. 
With  other  folk,  to  grete  the  markisesse, 
And  after  that  doth  forth  hir  bisinesse.  1015 

With  so  glad  chcre  h is  gestes  she  receyveth . 
And  conningly,  everich  in  his  degree,  (961) 
That  no  defaute  no  noan  aperoeyveth  ; 
But  ay  they  wondren  what  she  mighte  be 
That  in  so  povre  array  was  for  to  see,  loao 
And  coude  swich  honour  and  reverence ; 
And  worthily  they  preisen  hir  prudence. 

In  al  this  mene  whyle  she  ne  stente 
This  mayde  and  eek  hir  brother  to  com- 

mende 
With  al  hir  herte,  in  ful  benigne  entente, 
So  wel,  that  no    man  coude    hir  prys 

amende.  (970)  1006 

But  atte  laste,  whan  that  thise  lordefl 

wende 
To  sitten  doun  to  mete,  he  gan  to  calle 
Grisilde,  as  she  was  bisy  in  his  halla 

'Grisilde,'  quod  he,  as  it  were  in  his 
ploy,  1030 

*  Howlykeththeemy  wyfandhirbeautee?' 

*  Bight  wel,'  quod  she,  *my  lord;  for,  in 

good  fey, 
A  fairer  say  I  never  noon  than  she. 
I  prey  to  god  yeve  hir  prosperitee ;     1Q34 
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And  so  hope  I  that  he  wol  to  yow  gende 
Plesance  y-nogh  im-to  your  lyves  ende. 

0  thing  biseke  I  yow  and  wame  also,  (981) 
That  ye  ne  prikko  with  no  tormentinge 
ThU  tendre  mayden,  as  ye  han  don  mo ; 
For  she  is  fostred  in  hir  norishinge    1040 
More  tendrely,  and,  to  my  supposinge, 
She  ooude  nat  adversitee  endure 

As  coude  a  povre  fostred  oreatnre.' 

And  whan  this  Walter  say  hir  pacience, 
Hir  glade  chcre  and  no  malice  at  al,  1045 
And  ho  so  ofte  had  doon  to  hir  offence,(99o) 
And  she  ay  sad  and  constant  as  a  wal, 
Continuing  ever  hir  innocence  overal, 
This  sturdy  markis  gan  his  herte  drease 
To  rewen  up-on  hir  wyfly  stedfastnesse.  1090 

*  This  is  y-nogh,  GrisUde  myn/  quod  he, 

*  Be  now  na-xnore  ngast  ne  yvel  apayed  ; 

1  have  thy  feith  and  thy  benignitee, 
As  wel  as  ever  womman  was,  assayed, 

In  greet  estaat,  and  povroliche  arrayed.  1055 

Now  knowe  I,   dere  wyf,   thy  stedfast- 

ncsse,' —  (i(Kx>) 

And  hir  in  armes  took  and  gan  hir  kesse. 

And  she  for  wonder  took  of  it  no  keep ; 
She  herde  nat  what  thing  he  to  hir  seyde ; 
She  fcrde  as  she  had  stert  out  of  a  sleep, 
Til  she  out  of  hir  masednesse  abreyde.  1061 
'OrisUde,'  quod  he,  *by  god  that  for  us 

deydo, 
Thou  art  my  wyf,  ne  noon  other  I  have, 
Ne  never  hadde,  as  god  my  soule  save ! 

This  is  thy  doghter  which  thou  hast  sup- 
posed 1065 

To  be  my  wyf;  that  other  feithftdly  (loio) 

Shal  be  myn  heir,  as  I  have  ay  purposed ; 

Thou  bare  him  in  thy  body  trewely. 

At  Boloigne  have  I  kept  hem  prively ;  1069 

Tak  hem  agayn,  for  now  maystow  nat 
seye 

That  thou  hast  lorn  non  of  thy  children 
tweye. 

And  folk  that  otherweyes  han  seyd  of  me, 
I  wame  hem  wel  that  I  have  doon  this 

dode 
For  no  malice  no  for  no  cmeltee,         1074 


But  for  t*  assaye  in  thee  thy  wommanhede. 
And  nat  to  sleen  my  children,  god  for- 
bede !  (1020) 

But  for  to  kepe  hem  prively  and  stille, 
Til  I*thy  purpos  knewe  and  al  thy  willo.* 

Whan  she  this  horde,  aswowne  doun  she 

falloth  1^79 

For  pitous  joye,  and  after  hir  swowningo 

She  bothe  hir  yonge  children  un-to  hir 

calleth. 
And  in  hir  armes,  pitously  wepinge, 
Embraceth  hem,  and  tendrely  kissinge 
Ful  lyk  a  moodor,  with  hir  salte  teres  10S4 
She  batheth  bothe  hir  visage  and  hir  heres. 

O,  which  a  pitous  thing  it  was  to  see  (10  vO 
Hir  swowning,  and  hir  humble  vojrs  to 

here ! 
*Grauntmercy,  lord,  that  thanke  I  yow,* 

quod  she, 
*That  ye  han  saved  me  my  children  dere ! 
Now  rekke  I  never  to  ben  deed  right 

here ;  109- > 

Sith  Istonde  in  your  love  and  in  your  grace, 
No  fors  of  deeth,  ne  whan  my  spirit  pace ! 

O  tendre,  o  dere,  o  yonge  children  myne. 
Your  wofVil  moodor  wende  stedfastly  1094 
That  cruel  houndes  or  som  foul  vermyne 
Hadde  eton  yow ;  but  god,  of  his  mercy, 
And  your  benigne  fader  tendrely  (1041) 
Hath  doon  yow  kept ; '  and  in  that  same 

stounde 
Al  sodoynly  she  swapte  adoun  to  grounde. 

And  in  her  swough  bo  sadly  holdeth  she 
Hir  children  two,  whan  she  gan  hem 

t*embraoe,  iioi 

That  with  greet  sleighte  and  greet  diffi- 

cultee 
The  children  from  hir  arm  they  gonne 

arace.  (1047) 

O  many  a  teer  on  many  a  pitous  face  1104 
Doun  ran  of  hem  that  stoden  hir  bisyde ; 
Unnothe  abouten  hir  mighte  they  abyde. 

Walter  hir  gladeth,  and  hir  sorwe  slaketh; 
She  lyseth  up,  abaysed,  from  hir  traunce, 
And  eveiy  wight  hir  joye  and  feste  maketh. 
Til  she  hath  caught  agayn  hir  conten- 
aunce.  11 10 


T.  8987-9058.] 


E.    Zii  tUvitB  ZaS^ 


611 


Walter  bir  dooth  so  feithAxlly  plegaunco, 
That  it  waa  de3nitco  for  to  seen  the  chero 
Bltwixehem  two,  now  they  ben  mety-fere. 

Thise  ladyes,  whan  that  theyhir  tjmesay, 
Han  taken  hir,  and  fn-to  chambre  ^poon, 
And  strcpen  hir  out  ofhir  rude  array,(  1060) 
And  in  A  cloth  of  £;old  that  brigbte  ehoon, 
With  a  coronno  of  many  a  richo  stoon 
I'P-on  hir  hoed,  they  in-to  holle  hir 
broghte,  1119 

And  ther  she  was  honoured  as  hir  ogbte. 

Thus  hath  this  pitons  di^  a  blisM  ende, 
For  every  man  and  womman  dooth  bis 

might 
This  day  in  mnrthe  and  revel  to  dispende 
Til  on  the  welkne  shoon  the  sterrei  light 
For  more  solempne  in  eveiy  mannes  sight 
Th  is  feste  was,  and  grotter  of  cottage,  x  126 
Than  was  the  revel  of  hir  manage.  (lo/i ) 

Ful  many  a  yeer  in  heigh  prosperitee 
Livon  thise  two  in  concord  and  in  reste, 
And  richely  his  doghter  maried  ho     1130 
Un-to  a  lord,  oon  of  the  worthie«te 
Of  al  Itaille  ;  and  than  in  pees  and  reste 
His  wyvcs  fader  in  his  court  be  kepetb, 
Til  that  the  490ule  out  of  his  hody  crepeth. 

His  sono  succedeth  in  his  heritage       1135 
In  roste  and  pees, after  bis  fader  day ;  (loto) 
And  fortunat  was  eok  in  manage, 
Al  pntte  he  nat  his  wyf  in  greet  assay. 
This  world  is  nat  so  strong,  it  is  no  nay, 
As  it  hath  boon  in  olde  tymes  yore,     11 40 
And  horkneth  what  this  anctonr  seith 
therforo, 

Tliis  storie  is  seyd,  nat  for  that  wyvei 

sholde 
Folwen  Qrisildo  as  in  bumilitee, 
For  it  were  importable,  though  they  wolde ; 
But  for  that  every  wight,  in  his  degree,  1 145 
Sholde  be  constant  in  adversitee  (1090) 
As  was  Grisilde ;  therfor  Petrark  wryteth 
lliis  storie,  which  with  heigh  style  he 

ondyteth. 

For,  sith  a  womman  was  so  pacient    1149 
Un-to  a  mortal  man,  wel  more  us  ogbte 
Beceyven  al  in  gree  that  god  ua  tent ; 


Forfjreet  skilo  is,  ho  pre  vo  that  bewroghta 
But  he  no  tcmpteth  no  man  that  ho  bogbte* 
As  scith  seint  Jame,  if  yo  his  pistel  redo ; 
He  preveth  folk  al  day,  it  is  no  drede,  1155 

And  suffroth  us,  at  for  our  excercyse,(iioo) 
With  sharpo  scourges  of  adversitee 
Ful  ofte  to  bo  bete  in  sondry  wyse  ; 
Nat  for  to  knowe  our  wil,  for  cortes  he, 
£r  wo  wore  bom,  knew  al  our  freletee ;  1 160 
And  for  our  beste  is  al  his  govomaunce ; 
Lat  us  than  live  in  vortuous  suifraunce.* 

But  o  word,  lordingos,  hcrkneth  er  I  go : — 
It  were  ful  hard  to  findo  now  a  daycs  ( 1 108) 
In  al  a  toun  Grisildos  three  or  two ;  1165 
For,  if  that  they  weroput  toswicheassayea, 
The  gold  of  hem  hath  now  so  baddo  alayes 
With  bras,  that  thogh  the  coyne  be  fair 

atyfi. 
It  wolde  rather  bresto  a-two  than  plye. 

For  which  beer,  for  tlio  wyvos  love  of 
Bathe,  1170 

Whos  lyf  and  al  hir  secto  god  maynteno 
In  heigh  maistrye,  and  olios  were  it  scathe, 
I  wol  with  lusty  herte  fresshe  and  grene 
Seyn  yow  a  song  to  glade  yow,  I  wene. 
And  lat  us  stinte  of  emestful  matere : — 
Horkneth  my  song,  that  seith  in  this 
manere.  (n^)  1176 

Lenvoy  de  Chancer. 

Orisilde  is  deed,  and  eek  hir  pacicnce, 
And  bothe  atones  buried  in  Itaille ; 
For  which  I  crye  in  open  audience. 
No  wedded  man  so  hardy  be  t'assaille  1 180 
His  wyvos  pacicnce,  in  hope  to  finde 
Grisildos,  for  in  certein  he  shall  faille  ! 

*  It  ttrmt  to  have  been  Chauoer's  inieniUm, 
in  thejlrtt  instance^  to  end  thU  Tale  here.  Hence, 
we  find,  in  M8S.  E.  Hn.  Cm.  Dd.,  the  folUming 
fftmtinc,  bui  rejected  ttansa,  suitable /or  imaHon 
at  this  point  :— 

Bihold  the  merye  wordes  of  the  Hoste. 

This  worthy  Clerk ,  whan  ended  wm  his  tale, 

Oar  hoste  seyde,  and  swoor  by  goddes  bouse, 

'  Me  were  lever  than  a  barel  ale 

My  wyf  at  boom  had  herd  this  legende  ones ; 

This  is  a  gentil  tale  for  the  nones. 

As  to  my  porpos,  wiste  ye  my  wills ; 

But  thing  that  wol  nat  be,  lat  it  be  stUle.* 


Here  endeth  the  Tale  of  the  Clerk 
of  Ozenford. 
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O  noble  wjvea^  fal  of  heigh  pradence, 
I^t  noon  hnmilitee  yonr  tonge  naille,  1 184 
Ne  lat  no  clerk  have  cause  or  diligence 
To  wryte  of  yow  a  storie  of  Bwioh  mervaille 
Ab  of  Qrisildis  pacient  and  kinde ;  ( 1 13 1 ) 
Lest  Chichevache  yow  gwelwe  in  hir  en- 
traille ! 

Folweth  Ekko,  that  holdeth  no  silence, 
Bat  evere  answercth  at  the  conntretaille ; 
Beth  nat  bidafied  for  your  innocence,  1 191 
Bat  sharply  tak  on  yow  the  govemaille. 
Emprinteth  wel  this  lesson  in  yoor  minde 
For  commone  profit,  sith  it  may  ayaille. 

Ye  archowyves,  stondeth  at  defence,  1 195 
Sinyebe  stronge  as  is  a  greet  camaille;  ( 1 140) 
Nesuffreth  nat  that  men  yowdoon  offence. 
And  Bclendre  wy  ves,  feble  as  in  bataills, 


Beth  egre  as  is  a  tygre  yond  in  Inde ; 
Ay  dappeth  as  a  mille,  I  yowconsaille.  i3r» 

Ke  dreed  hem  nat,  do  hem  no  reverence  ; 
For  though  th^na  hoosbonde  armed  be  in 

maille, 
The  arwes  of  thy  crabbed  eloquence 
Shal  perce  his  brest,  and  eek  his  aventaille ; 
In  jalousye  I  rede  eek  thou  him  binde,  1 205 
And  thou  shalt  make  him  couche  as  dooth 

a  quaille.  (1150) 

If  thou  be  fair,  ther  folk  ben  in  presence 
Shew  thou  thy  visage  and  thyn  apparaiUe ; 
If  thou  be  foul,  be  free  of  thy  dispence,iao9 
To  gete  thee  freendes  ay  do  thy  travaille ; 
Be  ay  of  chere  as  light  as  lecf  on  linde. 
And  lat  him  care,  and  wepe,  and  wringe, 
andwaille!  (1156) 


Here  endeth  the  Clerk  of  Ozonford  his  Tale. 


THE    MERCHANT'S   PROLOGUE. 


The  Prologe  of  the  Marchantes  Tale. 


^WxpiKO  and  wayling,  care,  and  other 

sorwe 
I  know  y-nc^h,  on  even  and  a-morwc,* 
Quod  the  Marchaunt, '  and  so  don  othere 

mo  1215 

That  wedded  been,  I  trowe  that  it  be  so. 
For,  wel  I  woot,  it  fareth  bo  with  me. 
I  have  a  wyf,  the  worste  that  may  be ; 
For  thogh  the  feend  to  hir  y-coupled  were, 
She  woldo  him  overmacche,  I  dar  wel 

swere.  1230 

What  sholdo  I  yow  roherco  in  special 
Hir  hye  malice?  she  is  a  shrewe  at  al.  (10) 
Thcr  is  a  long  and  large  difference 
Bitwix  Grisildis  grete  pocience 
And  of  my  wyf  the  passing  crucltee.    1225 
Were  I  unboundon,  al-so  moot  I  thee ! 
I  wolde  never  eft  comen  in  the  snare. 
Wc  wedded  men  live  in  lozwe  and  caxe ; 


Assaye  who-so  wol,  and  he  shal  finde 
I  seye  sooth,  by  seint  Thomas  of  Inde,  ny.^ 
As  for  the  more  port,  I  sey  nat  alle. 
God  shilde  that  it  sholde  so  bifalle  !  (ao) 
A !  good  sir  boost !  I  have  y-wedded  bo 
Thise  monthes  two,  and  more  natjpordee; 
And  yet,  I  trowe,  he  that  all  his  lyve  1235 
Wyfieea  hath  been,  though  that  men  wolde 

him  ryve 
Un-to  the  horte,  ne  coude  in  no  manere 
Tollcn  so  muchel  sorwe,  as  I  now  here 
Coude  tellen  of  my  wyves  cursodn^se  !  * 

*  Xow,*  quod  our  boost,  *"  Marchaunt,  so 

god  yow  blosse,  1240 

Sin  ye  so  muchel  knowen  of  that  art, 
Ful  hertely  I  pray  yow  telle  \is  i)art.'  (30) 

*  Gladly,'  quod  he,  '  but  of  myn  oweno 

sore, 
For  soxy  horte,  I  telle  may  na-more.'  1244 
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THE    MARCHANTES    TALE. 


Here  biginneth  the  Marchantes  Tale. 


Whylom  thor  was  dwellingo  in  Lnmbordyo 
A  worthy  knight,  that  bom  was  of  Pavye, 
In  which  he  lived  in  greet  proeperitoe ; 
And  sixty  yccr  a  wjnHocs  man  was  ho, 
And  folwe<l  ay  his  bodily  dclyt 
On  wommen,  ther-as  was  his  appetyt,  1250 
As  doon  thiso  folcs  that  ben  secnleer. 
And  whan  that  ho  was  passc<l  sixty  yeer, 
Were  it  for  holinesse  or  for  dotage, 
I  can  natscye,  bat  swich  agreet  corage,  (10) 
Haddo  this  knight  to  been  a  wedded  man, 
That  day  and  night  he  douth  al  that  ho  can 
Tospyen  where  ho  mighte  weddod  bo ; 
Preyinge  onr  lord  to  g^nten  him,  that  ho 
Mighte  ones  knowe  of  thilko  blisful  lyf 
Tliat  is  bitwixo  an  honsbond  and  his  wyf ; 
And  for  to  live  under  that  holy  bond    1 261 
With  which   that   first  god   man   and 

womman  bond. 
'  Xon  other  lyf,'  seyde  he, '  is  worth  a  bene ; 
For  wedl(>k  is  so  esy  and  so  clone,        (20) 
That  in  this  world  it  is  a  paradys.'      1365 
Thus  scydo  this  oldo  knight,  that  was  so 

wys. 
And  certeinly,  as  sooth  as  god  is  king, 
To  take  a  wj-i',  it  is  a  glorious  thing. 
And  namely  whan  a  man  is  old  and  hoor ; 
Thanne  is  a  wyf  the  fniitof  his  tresor.  1270 
Than  sholde  he  take  a  yong  wyf  and  a  feir, 
On  which  ho  mighte  ongendren  him  an 

heir, 
And  lede  his  lyf  in  joyo  and  in  solas, 
Whor-as  thise  bacheleres  singe  'alias,'  (50) 
Whan  that  they  fmden  any  adversitce  1275 
In  love,  which  nis  but  childish  vaniteo. 
An<l  trewely  it  sit  wel  to  be  so. 
That  bacheleres  have  often  peyneandwo; 
On  brotel  ground  they  bolide,  and  brotel- 

nesse  1279 

They  flndc,  whan  they  wene  sikemeMo. 


They  Uvo  but  as  a  brid  or  as  a  beste, 
In  libertoe,  and  under  non  areste, 
Ther-as  a  wedded  man  in  his  ostaat 
Liveth  a  lyf  blisful  and  ordinaat,         (40) 
Under  the  yok  of  manage  y-bounde  ;    1 285 
Wel  may  his  herte  in  joyo  and  blisso 

habounde. 
For  who  can  bo  so  buxom  as  a  wyf? 
Who  is  so  trewe,  and  eek  so  ontentyf 
To  kepe  him,  syk  and  hool,  as  is  his  make  ? 
For  wele  or  wo,  she  wol  him  nat  forsake. 
She  nis  nat  wery  him  to  love  and  serve, 
Thogh  that  he  lyo  bedrede  til  he  sterve. 
And  yet  somme  clerkes  seyn,  it  nis  nat  so, 
Of  whiohe  he,  Theofraste,  is  oon  of  tho.  (50) 
Wliat  force  thoughTheof rasto  liste  lye  ?  1 295 
'No  take  no  wyf,*  quod  he,  'for  hous* 

bondrye, 
As  for  to  spare  in  houshold  thy  dispence ; 
A  trewe  servant  dooth  moro  diligence, 
Thy  good  to  kepe,  than  thjm  owene  wyf. 
For  she  wol  clayme  half  part  alhirl^'f;  150U 
And  if  that  thou  bo  syk,  so  god  me  save, 
Thy  verray  frendes  or  a  trewe  knave 
Wol  kepe  thee  bet  than  she  that  waiteth  ay 
After  thy  good,  and  hath  don  many  a  day.' 
And    if   thou    take    a  wyf  un-to  thyn 

hold,  (61)  [T.  am. 

Ful    liglitly    ma^rstow    been    a    cokc- 

wold.  1306  [T.  OOT. 

This  sentence,  and  an  hundred  thinges 

worse, 
Wryteth  this  man,  ther  god  his  bones 

corse ! 
But  take  no  kepe  of  al  swich  vanitee ; 
Deifyo  Theofraste  and  herke  me.         1310 

A  wyf  is  goddes  yifte  verraily  j 
Alio  other  manor  yiftes  hardily, 
As  londes,  rentes,  pasture,  or  commune, 
Or  moebles,  alle  ben  yiftes  of  fortune,  (70) 
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That  paason  as  a  shadwe  npon  a  waL   13 15 
Bat  dredele^  if  pleynly  speke  I  shal, 
A  wyf  wol  laste,  and  in  thyn  hoos  endure, 
Wei  longer  than  thee  list,  i>araventare. 

Mariage  is  a  ful  gret  sacrement ; 
He  which  that  hath  no  wyf,  I  holde  him 

shent ;  13^0 

He  liveth  helplees  and  al  desolat, 
I  speke  of  folk  in  seculer  estaat.. 
And  herke  why,  I  seynat  this  fornoght,(79) 
That  womman  is  for  manneshelp  y>wroght. 
The  hye  god,  whan  he  hadde  Adam  maked, 
And  sangh  him  al  allone,  bely-naked,  1326 
GK>d  of  his  grete  goodnesse  sesrde  than, 
*  Lat  us  now  make  an  help  un-to  this  man 
I^k  to  him-solf;'  and  thanno  he  mad& 

him  Eve.  1339 

Heer  may  yo  se,  and  heer-by  may  ye  preve, 
That  wyf  is  mannes  help  and  lus  confort^ 
His  paradys  terrestro  and  his  disport 
So  buxom  and  so  vertuous  is  she, 
They  mosto  nedes  live  in  unitee.  (90)  1334 
O  flesh  they  been,  and  o  flesh,  as  I  gesse. 
Hath  but  on  herte,  in  wele  and  in  distresse. 

A  W3^ !  a !  Seinte  Marie,  ben*cUe  I 
How  mighte  a  man  han  any  advexsitee 
That  hath  a  wyf?  certes,  I  can  nat  8oyo.i339 
The  blisso  which  that  is  bitwixe  hem  tweye 
Thor  may  no  tonge  telle,  or  herte  thinke. 
If  he  bo  povre,  she  helpeth  him  to  swinke ; 
She  kepeth  lus  good,  and  wasteth  never 

a  deel ; 
Al  that  hir  housbonde  lust^  hir  lykoth 

weol;  (100) 

She  seith  not  ones  *  nay,*  when  he  seith 

*yo.'  1345 

'  Do  this,'  seith  ho ;  '  al  redy,  sir,'  seith  she. 
O  blisful  ordre  of  wedlok  precious, 
Thou  art  so  mery,  and  oek  so  vertuous. 
And  so  commended  and  approved  00k, 
That  every  man  that  halt  him  worth  a 

look,  1350 

Up-on  his  bare  knees  oghte  al  his  lyf 
Thanken  his  god  that  him  hath  sent  a 

wyf; 
Or  oUes  preye  to  god  him  for  to  sonde 
A  wyf,  to  laste  un-to  his  lyves  ende.  (no) 
For  thanne  his  lyf  is  set  in  sikemesse ;  1355 
Ho  may  nat  bo  docoyved,  as  I  gesso. 
So  that  ho  worke  after  his  wjrves  roed ; 
Than  may  he  boldly  beron  up  his  heed, 


They  been  so  trewe  and  thor-with-al  so 

wjrse; 
For  which,  if  thou  wolt  werken  as  tho 
wyse,  1360 

Do  alwey  so  as  wommon  wol  thee  redo. 

Lo,  how  that  Jacob,  as  thise  derkes 
rede, 
By  good  conseil  of  his  moder  Bebekke, 
Bond  the  kides  skin  abouto  his  nekko ;  ( 1 20) 
Thurgh  which  his  fadros  benisoun  he  wan. 

Lo,  Judith,  as  the  storio  eek  telle  can, 
By  wys  conseil  she  goddes  pople  kepte, 
And  slow  him,  Olofemus,  whyl  he  slepte. 

Lo  Abigayl,  by  good  conseil  how  she  1369 
Saved  hir  housbond  Nabal,  whan  that  he 
Sholde  han  be  slayn ;  and  loke,  Ester  also 
By  good  conseil  delivered  out  of  wo 
The  peplo  of  god,  and  made  him^  Mar- 

dochoo, 
Of  Assuore  enhaunoed  for  to  bo.  (13^) 

Thor  nis  no-thing  in  gree  sui>erlatyf,  1375 
As  seith  Sonok^  above  an  humble  wyf. 

Suffro  thy  wyves  tonge,  as  Caton  bit ; 
She  shal  comande,  and  thou  shalt  suffrcn 

it; 

And  yet  she  wol  obeye  of  curteisye. 

A  wyf  is  keper  of  th^m  housbondryo ;  1380 

Wol  may  tho  syke  man  biwaille  and  wepe, 

Thor-as  thor  nis  no  wyf  the  hous  to  kepe. 

I  wame  thoo,  if  wysly  thou  wolt  wircho, 

Love  wol  thy  wyf^  aa  Crist  loveth  his 

chircho.  (140)  1384 

If  thou  lovest  thy-self,  thoulovest  thy  wyf; 
No  man  hateth  his  flesh,  but  in  his  lyf 
H&  fostreth  it,  and  therfore  biddo  I  theo, 
Chorisse  thy  wyf,  or  thou  shalt  never  thee. 
Housbond  and  wyf^  what  so  men  jape  or 

pleyo. 
Of  worldly  folk  holden  the  sikor  weye  ;i390 
They  been  so  knit^  thor  may  noon  harm, 

bityde : 
And  namely,  up-on  the  wyves  9yde. 
For  which  this  Januario,  of  whom  I  tolde, 
Considered  hath,  inwith  his  dayesolde,(  150) 
The  lusty  lyf,  tho  vertuous  quiete,        1395 
That  is  in  mariago  hony-swoto ; 
And  for  his  freendes  on  a  day  he  sente. 
To  toUen  hom  th'oflfoct  of  his  entente. 
With  face  sad,  his  tale  he  hath  hem 

told ;  1399 

He  scydo,  '  freendes,  I  am  hoor  and  old, 
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And  almoet,  god  wot,  on  my  pities  biinke ; 
Up-on  my  soule  som-what  moste  I  thinke. 
I  have  my  body  folily  despended ;       (159) 
Blessed  be  god,  that  it  shal  been  amended  I 
For  I  wol  bo,  certeyn,  a  wedded  man,  1405 
And  that  anoon  in  al  the  haste  I  can, 
Un-to  som  mayde  fair  and  tendre  of  age. 
I  prey  yow,  shapeth  for  my  manage 
Al  sodeynly,  for  I  wol  nat  abyde ; 
And  I  wol  fonde  t'espyen,  on  my  syde,  1410 
To  whom  I  may  be  wedded  hastily. 
But  for-as-mucho  as  ye  ben  mo  than  I, 
Ye  shuUen  rather  swich  a  thing  espyen 
Than  I,  imd  wher  me  best  were  to  allyexi. 
Bat  o  thing  wamo  I  yow,  my  freendes 

dere,  (171)  1415 

I  wol  non  old  wyf  han  in  no  manere. 
She  shal  nut  passe  twenty  yeer,  certayn ; 
Old  fish  and  yong  flesh  wolde  I  have  fal 

fayn. 
Bet  is,'  quod  he,  *•  a  pyk  than  a  pikerel ; 
And  bet  than  old  boof  is  the  tendre  veeL 
I  wol  no  womman  thritty  yeer  of  age,  14JI 
It  is  but  bene-straw  and  greet  forage. 
And  cck  thise  olde  widwes,  god  it  woot. 
They  conne  so  mnchel  crail  on  Wades 

boot,  (i3o) 

So  muchel  broken  harm,  whan  that  hem 

lesto,  1435 

That  with  hem  sholdo  I  never  live  in  reste. 
For  sondry  scoles  maken  sotil  clerkis  ; 
Womman  of  manye  scoles  half  a  clerk  is. 
But  certeynly,  a  yong  thing  may  men  gye. 
Bight  as  men  may  warm  wex  with  handes 

piye.  1430 

Wherfore  I  sey  yow  pleynly,  in  a  clause, 
I  wol  non  old  wyf  han  right  for  this 

cause.  (188) 

For  if  so  were,  I  hadde  swich  misohaonoe, 
That  I  in  hir  no  coude  han  no  plesaonoe, 
Thanne  sholde  I  lede  my  lyf  in  avontiye, 
And  go  streight  to  the  dovel,  whan  I  dye. 
Ne  children  sholde  I  none  up-on  hir  geten; 
Yet  were  me  lover  houndes  had  mo  eten, 
Than  that  myn  heritage  sholde  falle  1439 
In  straunge  hand,  and  this  I  tell  yow  alle. 
I  dote  nat,  I  woot  the  cause  why 
Men  sholde  weddo,  and  forthermore  wot  I, 
Thcr  speketh  many  a  man  of  mariage, 
That  woot  na-more  of  it  than  woot  my 

page,  (aoo)  1444 


For  whiche  causes  man  sholde  take  a  wyf. 
If  he  ne  may  nat  liven  chast  his  lyf. 
Take  him  a  wyf  with  greet  devooioon, 
By-cause  of  leveful  procreacioun 
Of  children,  to  th'onour  of  god  above. 
And  nat  only  for  paramour  or  love ;    1450 
And  for  they  sholde  lecheiye  oschue. 
And  yelde  hir  dettes  whan  that  they  ben 

due; 
Or  for  that  ech  of  hem  sholde  helpen 

other  (209) 

In  meschief,  as  a  suster  shal  the  brother ; 
And  live  in  chastitee  ful  holily.  1455 

But  sires,  by  your  leve,  that  am  nat  I. 
For  god  be  thanked,  I  dar  make  avaunt, 
I  fele  my  limes  stark  and  sufflsaunt 
To  do  al  that  a  man  bilongeth  to ; 
I  woot  my-selven  best  what  I  may  do.  1460 
Though  I  be  hoor,  I  fare  as  dooth  a  tree 
That  blosmeth  er  that  fruyt  y-wozen  be ; 
A  blosmy  tree  nis  neither  drye  ne  deed. 
I  fele  me  nowher  hoor  but  on  myn  heed ; 
Mjrn  horte  and  alle  my  limes  been  as 

grene  (aai)  1465 

As  lanrer  thurgh  the  yeer  is  for  to  sene. 
And  sin  that  ye  han  herd  al  myn  entente, 
I  prey  yow  to  my  wil  ye  wole  assent e.* 

Diverse  men  diversely  him  tolde 
Of  mariage  manye  ensamples  olde.     1470 
Somme  blamed  it,  somme   preysod   it, 

certeyn ; 
But  atte  laste,  shortly  for  to  seyn. 
As  al  day  falleth  altercacioun  1473 

Bitwixen  freendes  in  disputisoun,       (250) 
Ther  fil  a  sti^f  bitwise  his  bretheren  two^ 
Of  whiche  that  oon  was  cleped  Placebo, 
Justinus  soothly  called  was  that  other. 
Placebo  seyde,  *  o  Januarie,  brother, 
Ful  Utel  nede  had  ye,  my  lord  so  dere, 
Conseil  to  axe  of  any  that  is  here ;      1480 
But  that  ye  been  so  ful  of  sapience, 
That   yow  ne  lyketh,  for  your   heighe 

prudence, 
To  weyvon  fro  the  word  of  Salomon. 
This  word  seyde  he  un-to  us  everichon : 
"  Wirk  alle  thing  by  conseil,'*  thus  s^yde 

ho,  (241)  1485 

"  And  thanne  shaltow  nat  repente  thee." 
But  though  that  Salomon    spsik  swich 

a  word, 
Myn  owene  dere  brother  and  my  lord, 
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So  wisly  god  xny  Bonlo  bringe  at  rostc, 
I  hold  yoar  owcno  conseil  is  the  beste.  1490 
For  brother  myn,  of  me  tak  this  moityf^ 
I  have  now  been  a  court-man  al  my  lytl 
And  god  it  woot,  though  I  unworthy  be, 
I  have  stonden  in  fal  greet  degree      (250) 
Abouten  lordes  of  fal  heigh  estaat ;     1495 
Yet  hadde  I  never  with  noon  of  hem 

debaat. 
I  never  hem  contraried,  trewely; 
I  woot  wel  that  my  lord  can  more  than  I. 
What  that  he  seith,  I  holde  it  forme  and 

stable; 
I  seye  the  same,  or  olles  thing  semblablo. 
A  fal  gret  fool  is  any  conseilloar,         1501 
That  serveth  any  lord  of  heigh  honour. 
That  dar  presume,  or  olios  thenkon  it. 
That  his  conseil  sholde  passo  his  lordes 

wit.  (260) 

Nay,  lordes  been  no  foles,  by  my  fay;  1505 
Ye  han  yournselven  shewed  heer  to-day 
So  heigh  sentence,  so  holily  and  weel. 
That  I  consento  and  oonferme  ovory-deel 
Your  wordes  alle,  and  your  opinioun.  1509 
By  god,  ther  nis  no  man  in  al  this  toun 
N'in  al  Itaille,  that  coude  bet  han  sayd  ; 
Crist  halt  him  of  this  conseil  wel  apayd. 
And  trewely,  it  is  an  heigh  corage 
Of  any  man,  that  stapen  is  in  ago,      (270) 
To  take  a  yong  wyf ;  by  my  fader  kin, 
Your  herte  hangeth  on  a  joly  pin.       1516 
Doth  now  in  this  matero  right  as  yow 

lestc. 
For  finally  I  holde  it  for  the  beste.* 

Justinus,  that  ay  stille  sat  and  herde, 
Eight  in  this  wyse  to  Placebo  answerde : 
'  Now  brother  myn,  be  pacient,  I  preye, 
Sin  ye  han  seyd,  and  herkneth  what  I 

seye«  1523 

Senek  among  his  othcre  wordes  wyse 
Seith,  that  a  man  oghte  him  right  wel 

avyse,  (280) 

To  whom  he    yeveth    his  lond    or  his 

catel.  1525 

And  sin  I  oghte  av37Be  me  right  wel 
To  whom  I  yeve  my  good  awey  fro  me, 
Wel  muchel  more  I  oghte  avjrsed  be 
To  whom  I  yeve  my  body  ;  for  alwey 
I  wamo  yow  wel,  it  is  no  childos  pley  1530 
To  take  a  wyf  with-oute  avj-sement. 
Hen  moste  onquere,  this  is  myn  assent, 


Wher  sho  bo  wys,  or  sobre,  or  dronke- 

lewe,  (28.;) 

Or  proud,  or  elles  other-weys  a  shrewo  ; 
A  chydostcr,  or  wastour  of  thy  good,  i*i,\5 
Or  riche,  or  i)Oorc,  or  olles  mannish  wood. 
Al-be-it  so  that  no  man  finden  shal 
Noon  in  this  world  that  trotteth  hool 

in  al, 
Ne  man  ne  becst,  swich  as  men  coudc 

devyso; 
Bat  natholees,  it  oghte  y-noughsuffiso  1540 
With  any  wyf,  if  so  wero  that  she  haddo 
Mo  go<lo  thewes  than  hir  vyces  baddo  ; 
And  al  this  axeth  Icyser  for  t'enquere. 
For  god  it  woot,  I  have  wept  many  a  toro 
Ful  prively,  sin  I  have  had  a  wyf.  (301)  1545 
Preyse  who-so  wole  a  wedded  mannes  lyf, 
Certoin,  I  finde  in  it  bat  cost  and  care. 
And  observances,  of  alio  blisses  bare.  1548 
And  yet,  god  woot,  my  noighebores  aboute, 
And  namely  of  wommcn  many  a  route, 
Seyn  that  I  have  the  mosto  stedcfast  wyf, 
And  eek  the  mekesto  oon  that  beroth  lyf. 
But  I  wot  best  wher  wringoth  me  my 

sho.  (309) 

Ye  mowe,  for  mo,  right  ns  yowlykoth  do; 
Avyseth  yow,  ye  been  a  man  of  ago,     1555 
How  that  ye  entrcn  in-to  mariago. 
And  namely  with  a  yong  wyf  and  a  fair. 
By  him  that  made  water,  erthe,  and  air. 
The  yongest  man  that  is  in  al  this  route 
Is  bisy  y-nogh  to  bringen  it  abonto      1560 
To  han  his  wyf  allone,  trusteth  me. 
Yo  shul  nat  plese  hir  fully  yores  three, 
This  is  to  se^-n,  to  doon  hir  ful  plesaunce. 
A  wyf  Ckxethfulmanyan  observaunoe.  (320) 
I  prey  yow  that  ye  l>e  nat  jrvel  apayd.' 
'  Wel,'  quod  this  Januario,  *  and  hastow 

sayd?  1566 

Straw  for  thy  Senek,  and  for  thy  pro- 

verbes, 
I  counte  nat  a  panicr  ful  of  herbes 
Of  scolo-termes  ;  wyser  men  than  thow, 
As  thou  hast  herd,  assenteden  right  now 
To  my  purpos  ;  Placebo,  what  sey  ye  ?* 
*  I  se^'e,  it  is  a  cursed  man,'  quod  he, 
*  That  lettoth  matrimoine,  sikcrly.*     (329) 
And  with  that  word  they  rysen  sodeynly, 
And  been  assented  fully,  that  he  sholde 
Be  wedded  whanne  him  list  and  wher  he 

wolde.  1576 
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Heigh  fantasye  and  corions  bisinoBse 
Fro  day  to  day  gan  in  the  sonle  impresBe 
Of  Januarie  aboute  his  manage. 
Many  fiur  shap,  and  many  a  fair  visage 
Ther  passeth  thurgh  hia  herte,  night  by 

night  (337)  'S8> 

As  who-so  toke  a  mirour  polished  bright, 
And  sette  it  in  a  commune  market-plaoe, 
Than  sholde  he  see  many  a  flgnre  pace 
By  his  mirour ;  and,  in  the  same  "wyse, 
Gan  Jannarie  inwith  his  thoght  devyse 
Of  maydens,  whiche  that  dwelten  hixn 

bisyde.  1587 

He  wiste  nat  -wher  that  he  mighte  aVyde. 
For  if  that  oon  have  beautee  in  hir  face, 
Another  stant  so  in  the  peples  grace  1590 
For  hir  sadnesso,  and  hir  benignitee, 
That  of  the  peplo  grettest  voys  hath  she. 
And  sommo  were  riche,  and  hadden  badde 

name.  (349) 

Bnt  nathelees,  bitwixe  emest  and  game. 
He  atte  laste  apoyntcd  him  on  oon,     1595 
And    leet  alio    othore    from   his    herte 

goon, 
And  chees  hir  of  his  owene  anotoritee ; 
For  love  is  blind  al  day,  and  may  nat  see. 
And  whan  that  he  was  in  his  bed  y- 

broght, 
Ho  purtrcyed,  in  his  herte  and  in  his 

thoght,  1600 

Hir  frcssho  beantee  and  hir  age  tendre, 
Hir  myddel  smal,  hir  armes  longo  and 

sclcndro, 
Hir  yfyse  govcmaonce,  hir  gcntillesse, 
Hir  wommanly  beringo  and  hir  sadnesse. 
And  whan    that    he    on    hir  was  con- 

descended,  (361)  1605 

Him  though  to  his  chois  mighte  nat  ben 

amended. 
For  whan  that  he  him-self  concluded 

hadde. 
Him  thoughte  ech  other  mannes  wit  so 

baddo. 
That  inpossible  it  were  to  replye 
Agayn  his  chois,  this  was  his  fantasye.  1610 
His  freendcs  sente  he  to  at  his  instaunce. 
And  preyed  hem  to  doon  him  that  ples- 

aunce. 
That  hastily  they  wolden  to  hixn  come ; 
He  wolde  abregge  hir  labour,  alio  and 

some.  (370)  1614 


Xedeth  na-more  for  him  to  go  ne  ryde, 
He  was  apojmted  ther  he  wolde  abyde. 

Placebo  cam,  and  eek  hisfreendes  sone. 
And  alderfirst  he  bad  hem  alio  a  bone, 
That  noon  of  hem  none  argnmontes  make 
Agayn  the  purpos  which  that  he  hath 

take ;  16/0 

'  Which  purpos  was  plesant  to  god,*  seyde 

he, 
'  And  verray  ground  of  his  prosperitee.' 
He  seyde,  ther  was  a  mayden  in  the 

toun, 
Which  that  of  beautee  hadde  greet  x«- 

noun,  (380) 

Al  were  it  so  she  were  of  smal  degree ;  1625 
Suffyseth  him  hir  youthe  and  hir  beautee. 
Which  mayde,  he  seyde,  he  wolde  han  to 

his  wyf. 
To  lede  in  ese  and  holinesse  his  lyf. 
And  thanked  god,  that  he  mighte  han 

hire  al,  1639 

That  no  wight  of  his  blisse  parten  shaL 
And  preyde  hem  to   labouren    in    this 

nede. 
And  shapen  that  he  faille  nat  to  spede ; 
For  thanno,  he  seyde,  his  spirit  was  at  ese. 
*  Thanne  is,*  quod  he,  *  no-thing  may  me 

displese,  (390)  1634 

Save  o  thing  priketh  in  my  conscience. 
The  which  I  wol  reherce  in  your  presence. 
I  have,'  quod  he,  *  herd  seyd,  fal  yon 

ago, 
Ther  may  no  man  han  parfite  blisses  two. 
This  is  to  seye,  in    ertho  and  eek   in 

hovene. 
For  though  he  kepe  him  fro  the  sinnes 

sevene,  1640 

And  eek  from,  every  branche  of  thilke 

tree, 
Yet  is  ther  so  parfit  felicitoe. 
And  so  greet  ese  and  lust  in  mariage,  (399) 
That  ever  I  am  agast,  now  in  myn  age, 
That  I  shal  lede  now  so  mery  a  lyf,     1645 
So  delicat,  with-outen  wo  and  strjrf, 
That  I  shal  have  myn  hevene  in  erthe 

here. 
For  sith  that  verray  hevene  is  boght  so 

dere. 
With  tribulacioun  and  greet  penaunce, 
How  sholde  I  thanne,  that  live  in  swich 

plsaaunoe  1650 
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As  alle  wedded  men  don  with  hir  wyvis. 
Come  to  the  blisse  ther  Crist  eteme  on 

lyve  is  ? 
This  is  my  drcde,  and  j'o,  my  brotheren 

tweye,  (409) 

Assoilleth  me  this  quest ioun,  I  preye.' 

Jastinos,  which  that  hated  his  folye,  1655 
Answcrdo  anon,  right  in  his  japcr^'e ; 
And  for  he  woldo  his  longe  tale  abreggo, 
He  wolde  noon  auctoritee  alleggo,        1658 
Bat  seyde,  '  sire,  so  thcr  be  noon  obstacle 
Other  than  this,  god  of  his  hye  miracle 
And  of  his  mercy  may  so  for  yow  wirche, 
That,  er  ye    have  your    right    of  holy 

chirche,  (418) 

Ye  may  repente  of  wedded  mannee  lyf, 
In  which  ye  seyn  thcr  is  no  wo  ne  Btryf, 
And  clles,  god  forbcde  bat  he  sente     1665 
A  wedded  man  him  grace  to  repente 
Wei  ofte  rather  than  a  sengle  man ! 
And  therfore,  sire,  the  beste  reed  I  can, 
Dispeire  yow  noght,  bat  have  in  yoar 

memorie,  1669 

Paraantor  she  may  be  yonr  pargatorie ! 
She  may  be  goddes  mcne,  and  goddes 

whippe ; 
Than  shal  your  sonle  ap  to  hevono  skippe 
Swifter  than  dooth  an  arwe  oat  of  the 

bowe !  (429) 

I  hope  to  god,  her-after  shol  ye  knowe, 
That  their  nis  no  so  greet  folicitee       1675 
In  manage,  ne  never-mo  shal  be. 
That  yow  shal  lotte  of  yoar  savacioan, 
So  that  ye  ase,  aa  skile  is  and  resoon, 
The  InsttMi  of  yoar  wyf  attemprely,      1679 
And  that  ye  plcse  hir  nat  to  amoronsly. 
And  that  ye  kepe  yow  eek  from  other 

sinne. 
My  talc  is  doon : — for  my  wit  is  thinne. 
Bath  nat  agast  her-of,  my  brother  dere.' — 
(Bat  lat  as  waden  out  of  this  matere.  (440) 
The  Wyf  of  Bathe,  if  ye  han  anderstonde, 
Of  mariage,  which  we  have  on  honde,  1686 
Declared  hath  fal  wel  in  litel  space). — 
*Fareth  now  wel,  god  have  yow  in  his 

grace.' 
And  with  this  word  this  Jnstin  and  his 

bnrther 
Han  take  hir  love,  and  ech  of  hem  of 

other.  1690 

For  whan  they  sawe  it  moste  nedei  be, 


They  wroghten  so,  l.y  sly  and  wys  treteo. 
That  she,  this  mayden,  which  that  Mains 

highte, 
As  hastily  as  ever  that  she  mighte,     (450) 
Shal  wedded  be  an-to  this  Janaarie.   1695 
I  trowe  it  were  to  longe  yow  to  tarie. 
If  I  yow  toldo  of  every  scrit  and  bond, 
By  which  that  she  was  fcfTed  in  his  lond ; 
Or  for  to  hcrknen  of  hir  riche  array. 
Bat  finally  y-comon  is  the  day  1700 

That  to  the  chirche  bothe  bo  they  went 
For  to  receyve  the  holy  sacrcmcnt. 
Forth  comth  the  prccst,  with  stole  abonto 

his  nekke,  (459) 

And  bad  hir  bo  lyk  Sarra  and  Bebekke, 
In  wisdom  and  in  tronthe  of  mariage ; 
And  seyde  his  orisons,  as  is  usage,       1706 
And  croached  hem,  and  bad  god  sholdn 

hem  blesse. 
And  made  al  sikcr  y-nogh  with  holino5tse. 
Thns  been  they  wedded  with  solemp- 

nitee. 
And  at  the  festo  sitteth  he  and  she     1710 
With  other  worthy  folk  nivon  the  deys. 
Al  fal  of  joye  and  blisse  is  the  piiloys, 
And  fal  of  instraments  and  of  vitaille, 
The  moste  deynt-evous  of  al  Itaillo.     (470) 
Biforn  hem  stoode  swiche  instraments  of 

soun,  1 7 15 

That  Orpheas,  ne  of  Thebes  Amphionn, 
Ne  maden  never  swich  a  molodye. 

At  every  ooars  than  cam  load  minstral- 

cye, 
That  never  tromped  Joab,  for  to  hero. 
Nor  he,  Theodomas,  yet  half  so  dere,  17J0 
At  Thebes,  whan  the  citee  was  in  doute. 
Baoas  the  wyn  hem  skinketh  al  abonte. 
And  Venas  laagheth  ap-on  eveiy  wight. 
For  Janaarie  was  bicome  hir  knight,  (480) 
And  wolde  bothe  assayen  his  corage    1725 
In  libertee,  and  eek  in  mariage ; 
And  with  hir  fyrbrond  in  hir  hand  abonte 
Daonceth  biforn  the  bryde  and  al  the 

mate. 
And  certeinly,  I  dar  right  wel  seyn  this, 
YmenSos,  that  god  of  wedding  is,        1730 
Saagh  never  his  lyf  so  mery  a  wedded 

man. 
Hold  thon  thy  pees,  thoa  pooto  Marcian, 
That  wrytest  as  that  'ilke  wedding  marie 
Of  hir,  Philologye,  and  him,  Meroarie, 
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And  of  the  songos  that  the  Muses  songe. 
To  smal  is  botho  thy  pcnue,  and  eek  thy 

tonge,  (492)  1736 

For  to  descryven  of  this  manage. 
Whan  tendre  youthe  hath  wedded  stoup- 

ing  age, 
Ther  is  swich  mirthe  that  it  may  nat  be 

writcn ; 
Assayeth  it  your-self,  than  may  ye  witen 
If  that  I  lye  or  noon  in  this  matere.  1741 
Mains,  that  sit  with  so  benigne  a  chere, 
Hir  to  biholdo  it  semed  fay^ryS  ;  (499) 
Qneno  Ester  loked  never  with  swich  an  yS 
On  Assuer,  so  meke  a  look  hath  she.  1745 
I  may  yow  nat  dovyse  al  hir  beautee  ; 
Bat  thns  macho  of  hir  bcaatee  telle  I 

may, 
That  she  was  lyk  the  brighte  morwe  of 

May, 
Fulfild  of  alle  beaatee  and  plesannce. 

This  Janaarie  is  ravisshed  in  a  traonce 
At  every  time  he  loked  on  hir  face ;     1751 
But  in  his  herte  he  gan  hir  to  manace, 
That  ho  that  night  in  ormes  wolde  hir 

strejTie 
Harder  than  ever  Paris  dide  Eleyne.  (510) 
Bat  nathelees,  yet  hadde  he  greet  pltee, 
That  thilke  night  offcnden  hir  moste  he ; 
And  though te,  'alias  !  o  tendre  creature! 
Now  wolde  god  ye  mighto  wel  endure 
Al  my  corage,  it  is  so  sharp  and  kene  ; 
I  am  agast  ye  shul  it  nat  siistene.        1760 
But  god  ibrbcde  that  I  dido  al  my  might ! 
Now  wolde  god  that  it  were  woxen  nighty 
And  that  the  night  wolde  losten  evermo. 
T  wolde  that  al  this  peple  were  ago.'  (520) 
And  finally,  ho  doth  al  his  labour,       1765 
As  ho  best  mighte,  savinge  his  honour, 
To  haste  hem  fro   the    mete  in   subtil 

wyse. 
The  tyme  cam  that  reson  was  to  ryse ; 
And  after  that,  men  daunce  and  drinken 

faste,  1769 

And  spyces  al  abouto  the  hous  they  caste ; 
And  iul  of  joye  and  blisse  is  every  man  ; 
All  but  a  squyer,  highto  Damian, 
Wliich  carf  bifom  the  knight  ful  many 

a  tlay. 
He  was  so  ravisshed  on  his  lady  May,  (530) 
That  for  the  verray  peyne  ho  was  ny 

wood ;  1775 


Almost  ho  swelte  and  swowned  ther  he 

stood. 
So  sore  hath  Venus  hurt  him  with  hir 

brond, 
As  that   she    bar  it    daunsinge    in  hir 

hond. 
And  to  his  bed  he  wente  him  hastily ; 
Na-more  of  him  as  at  this  tyme  speke  I. 
But  ther  I  leto  him  wepo  y-nough  and 

pleyne,  (537)  1781 

Til  fresshe  May  wol  rewen  on  his  peyne. 
O  perilous  fyr,  that  in  the  bedstraw 

bredeth !  Auctor. 

O  famulier  foo,  that  his  servyce  bedeth  ! 
O  servant  traitour,  false  hoomly  hewe,  1 785 
Lyk  to  the  naddre  in  bosom  sly  untrewe, 
God  shilde  us  alle  from  your  aqucynt- 

aunce ! 
O  Januarie,  dronken  in  plesaunce 
Of  mariago,  see  how  thy  Damian, 
Thyn  owene  squyer  and  thy  borne  man, 
Entendeth  for  to  do  thee  vileinye.        1791 
God  gpraunte  thee  thyn  hoomly  fo  t'espye. 
For  in  this  world  nis  worse  pestilence  (549) 
Than  hoomly  foo  al  day  in  thy  presence. 
Farfourned  hath  the    sonne    his  ark 

diume,  1795 

No  longer  may  the  body  of  him  sojurne 
On  th'orisontc,  as  in  that  latitude. 
Night  with  his  mantel,  that  is  derk  and 

rude, 
Gan  oversprede  the  hemisperie  aboute  ; 
For  which  departed  is  this  lusty  route 
Fro  Januarie,  with  thank  on  every  syde. 
Hom  to  hir  houses  lustily  they  ryde,  180a 
Wher-as  they  doon  hir  thingcs  as  hem 

leste, 
And  whan  they  syo  hir  tyme,  goon  to 

reste.  (560) 

Sone  after  that,  this  hastif  Januarie  1805 
Wolde  go  to  bedde,  he  wolde  no  lenger 

tarie. 
He  drinketh  ipocras,  clarree,  and  vemage 
Of  spycos  hote,  t'encresen  his  corage ; 
And  many  a  letuarie  hadde  he  ful  fyn, 
Swiche  as  the  cursed  monk  dan  C!on- 

stantyn  1810 

Hath  writen  in  his  book  de  Coitu ;      (567) 
To  eten  hem  alle,  he  nas  no-thing  eschu. 
And  to  his  priveo  freendes  thus  sejrde  he  : 
*■  For  goddes  love,  as  sone  as  it  may  be, 
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I^t  yoyden  al  this  lions  in  oart€y8  wyse.' 
And  they  han  doon  right    as    he  vrol 

devyse.  1816 

Men  drinken,  and  the  travors  drawe  anon ; 
The  brydo  was  broght  a-bedde  as  stille  as 

stoon ; 
And  whan  the  bod  was  with  the  preest 

y-blo98od, 
Out  of  the  chambre  hath  every  wight 

him  dressed.  i8jo 

And  Janoario  hath  faste  in  armes  take 
His  fressho  May,  his  paradys,  his  make. 
He  luUeth  hir,  he  kisseth  hir  fol  ofte 
With  thikke  bristles  of  his  herd  unsofte, 
Lyk  to  tho  skin  of  honndfish,  sharp  as 

brere,  (581)  18*5 

For  he  was  shave  al  newe  in  his  manere. 
He  rubbeth  hir  aboute  hir  tendre  face, 
And  seyde  thus,  '  alias !  I  moot  trespaoe 
To  yow,  my  sponse,  and  yowgretly  offende, 
Er  tyme  come  that  I  wil  doun  desoende. 
Bat  nathelees,  considereth  this,*  quod  he, 
'Ther  nisno  werkman,  what-so-ever  he  be. 
That  may  bothe  werke  wel  and  hastily ; 
This  wol  be  doon  at  le^'ser  parfitly.    (590) 
It  is  no  fors  how  longe  that  we  pleye  ;  1835 
In  trowe  wedlok  wedded  be  we  tweye ; 
And  blessed  be  the  yok  that  we  been 

inne, 
IV>r  in  oar  act^  we  mowe  do  no  sinne. 
A  man  may  do  no  sinne  with  his  wyf, 
Ne  harte  him-selven  with  his  owene  knyf ; 
For  we  han    leve   to  pleye  as  by  the 

lawe.'  1841 

Thos  labooreth  he  tU  that  the  daygan 

dawe; 
And  than  he  taketh  a  sop  in  fyn  darree, 
And  upright  in  his  bed  than  sitteth  he. 
And  after  that  he  sang  fVil  loade  and 

clere,  (601)  1845 

And  kiste  his  wyf,  and  made  wantoon 

chore. 
He  was  al  coltish.  Ail  of  ragerye, 
And  fol  of  jargon  as  a  flekked  pye. 
The  sLakke  skin  aboute  his  nekke  shaketh, 
Whyl  that  he  sang ;  so  chaanteth  he  and 

craketh.  1850 

Bat  god  wot  what  that  May  thooghte  in 

hir  herte, 
Whan  she  him  saogh  up  sittinge  in  his 

sherte. 


In  his  night-capjpe,  and  with  his  nekke 

lene; 
She  preyseth  nat  his  ploying  worth  a 

bene.  (610)  1854 

Than  seide  he  thus,  *  my  reste  wol  I  take : 
Now  day  is  come,  I  may  no  longer  wake.' 
And  doun  he  leyde  his  heod,  and  sleep 

til  pryme. 
And  afterward^  whan  that  he  saugh  his 

tyme, 
Up  rjnseth  Januarie  ;  but  fresshe  May 
Holdeth  hir  chambre  un-to  tho  fourthe 

day,  i86u 

As  usage  is  of  wyves  for  the  beste. 
For  every  labour  som-tymo  moot  han 

reste. 
Or  cllcs  longe  may  he  nat  endure  ; 
This  is  to  sojni,  no  lyves  creature,      (6ao) 
Bo  it  offish^  or  brid,  or  beest,  or  man.  1865 

Auctor. 
Now  wol  I  speke  of  wofhl  Damian, 
That  languissheth  for  love,  as  ye  shul 

here ; 
Therfore  I  speke  to  him  in  this  manere : 
I  seye,  *  O  sely  Damian,  alias ! 
Answere  to  my  demaundo,  as  in  this  cas, 
How  shaltow  to  thy  lady  fresshe  May  1871 
Telle  thy  wo ?  She  wole  alwey  seye  "nay  " ; 
£ek  if  thou  speke,  she  wol  thy  wo  bi- 

wreye ;  (639) 

Qod  be  thyn  help,  I  can  no  bottre  seye. 

This  syle  Damian  in  Venus  fyr       1875 
So  brenneth,  that  he  dyeth  for  desyr ; 
For  which  he  putte  his  lyf  in  aventure, 
No  longer  mighte  he  in  this  wyso  endure ; 
But  prively  a  penner  gan  he  borwe, 
And  in  a  lettre  wroot  he  al  his  sorwe,  1880 
In  manere  of  a  oompl^ynt  or  a  lay, 
Un-to  his  fairs  firesshe  lady  May. 
And  in  a  purs  of  silk,  heng  on  his  sherte, 
He  hath  it  put,  and    leyde   it  at  his 

herte.  (640)  1884 

The  mono  that,  at  noon,  was,  thilke  day 

That  Januarie  hath  wedded  fresshe  May, 

In  two  of  Taur,  was  in-to  Cancre  gliden  ; 

So  longe   hath  Mains  in  hir  ohambro 

biden. 
As  custume  is  un-to  thise  nobles  alls. 
A  bryde  shal  nat  eten  in  the  halle,     1890 
Til  dayes  foure  or  three  dayes  atte  leste 
Y-paised  been ;  than  lat  hir  go  to  feste. 
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The  fonrthe  day  comploet  fro  noon   to 

noon,  (649) 

Wlian  that  the  heighe  masse  was  y-doon, 
Tn  hallo  sit  this  Januarie,  and  May    1S95 
As  fresh  as  is  the  brighte  someres  day. 
And  so  bifel,  how  tliat  this  gode  man 
Kcmcmbred  him  upon  this  Damian, 
And  seyde,  *  Seinte  Marie !  how  may  this  be. 
That  Damian  entendeth  nat  to  me?   1900 
Is  he  ay  syk,  or  how  may  this  bityde  ? ' 
His  squyeres,  whiche  that  stoden  ther 

bisyde,  (658) 

Excused  him  1;y-catiso  of  his  siknesso, 
Which  letted  him  to  doon  his  bisincsse ; 
Noon  other  cause  mif^hte  make  him  tarie. 
'  That  me  forthinketh/  qnod  this  Jan- 

naric,  1906 

'  He  is  a  gentil  sqnyer,  by  my  trouthe ! 
If  that  he  deyde,  it  werft  harm  andronthe ; 
He  is -as  wys,  discreet,  and  assecree 
As  any  man  I  woot  of  his  degpreo ;       1910 
And  ther-to  manly  and  ook  servisable, 
And  for  to  been  a  thrifty  man  right  able, 
lint  after  meto,  as  sone  as  ever  I  may, 
I  wol  my-self  visyte  him  and  eek  May, 
To  doon  him  al  the  confort  that  I  can.* 
And  for  that  word  him  blessed  every  man, 
Tliat,  of  his  bonntee  and  his  gentillesse, 
He  wolde  so  conforten  in  siknesse      (674) 
His  squyer,  for  it  was  a  gentil  de<lo. 
Dame,'  quod  this  Janoarie,  'tak  good 

hcde,  1920 

At-aftcr  mote  ye,  with  yonr  wommen  alle, 
Whan  ye  han   been  in  chombre  out  of 

this  halle, 
Tliat  alle  ye  go  see  this  Damian ; 
Doth  him  disport,  he  is  a  gentil  man  ;<68o) 
And  tolleth  him  that  I  wol  him  visyte, 
Have  I  no-thing  bat  rested  me  a  lyte ; 
And  spede  yow  faste,  for  I  wole  abyde 
Til  that  ye  slepe  faste  by  my  sydo,' 
And  with  that  word  he  gan  to  him  to  calle 
A  squyer,  that  was  marchal  of  his  halle. 
And  tolde  him  corteyn  thinges,  what  he 

wolde.  19.^1 

Tills  fresshe  May  hath  streight  hir  wey 

y-holde, 
Witli  alle  hir  wommen,  un-to  Damian. 
I)oun  by  his  beddcs  syde  sit  she  than,  (690) 
Confortinge  him  as  goodly  as  she  mi^. 
This  Damian,  whan  that  his  tyme  he  say, 


In  secree  wise  liis  purs,  and  eek  his  bille. 
In  which  that   he  y-writcn  hadde  his 

wille,  1938 

Hath  put  in-to  hir  hand,  with-outen  more. 
Save  that  he  syketli  wonder  depe  and  sore, 
And  softely  to  hir  right  thus  soyde  he  : 
*  Mercy !  and  that  ye  nat  discovere  me ; 
For  I  am  deed,  if  that  this  thing  be  kid.* 
This  purs  hath  she  in  with  hir  bosom  hid, 
And  wento  hir  wey ;  ye  gete  namore  of  me. 
But  un-to  Januarie  y-comen  is  she,    1946 
That  on  his  beddes  syde  sit  ful  softe.  (703) 
He  taketh  hir,  and  kisseth  hir  fal  ofte, 
And  leyde  him  doun  to  slepe,  and  that 

anon. 
She  feyned  hir  as  that  she  moste  gon  1950 
Ther-as  ye  woot  that  every  wight  mot 

nede. 
And  whan  she  of  this  bille  hath  taken 

hede. 
She  rente  it  al  to  cloutes  atte  laste, 
And  in  the  privee  TOftely  it  caste.       (jic) 
Who  studieth  now   but  faire  fresshe 

May?  1955 

Adoun  by  olde  Januarie  she  lay. 
That  sleep,  til  that  the  cougho  hath  him 

awaked ; 
Anon  he  preyde  hir  strcpen  hir  al  naked ; 
He  wolde  of  hir,  he  seyde,  han  som  ple- 

saunco, 
And  seyde,  hir  clothes  dide  him  encom- 

braunce,  i960 

And  she  obeyeth,  be  hir  lief  or  looth. 
But  lest  that  precious  folk  bo  with  me 

wrooth, 
How  that  ho  wroghte,  I  dar  nat  to  yow 

telle ; 
Or  whether  hir  thoughte  it  paradys  or 

helle ;  (jao) 

But  here  I  lete  hem  werken  in  hir  wyse 
Til  evensong  rong,  and  that  they  moete 

aryse.  1966 

Were  it  by  destinee  or  aventure, 
Were  it  by  influence  or  by  nature, 
Or  constellacion,  that  in  swich  estat 
The  hevene  stood,  that  tyme  fortunat  1970 
Was  for  to  putte  a  bille  of  Venus  werkes 
(For  alle  thing  hath  tyme,  as  seyn  thise 

clerkes) 
To  any  womman,  for  to  gete  hir  love, 
I  can  nat  leye ;  but  grete  god  above,  (730) 
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That  knoweth  that  non  act  is  cansaleos, 
He  demo  of  al^  for  I  wol  holde  my  peoa. 
But  sooth  is  this,  how  that  this  fVesshe 

May  1977 

Hath  take  swich  impression  that  day, 
For  pitee  of  this  syke  Damian, 
That  f^m  hir  herte  she  ne  dryve  can  1980 
The  remembraimce  for  to  doon  him  ese. 
*  Certeyn,*  thoghte  she,  *  whom  that  this 

thing  displese, 
I  rekke  noght,  for  here  I  him  assnre, 
To  love  him  best  of  any  creatnre,       (740) 
Though  he  na-more  hadde  than  his  sherte.* 
Lo,  pitee  renneth  sone  in  gentil  herte. 

Heer  may  ye  se  how  excellent  franchyse 
In  wommen  is,  whan  they  hem  narwe 

avyse.  1988 

Som  tyrant  is,  as  ther  be  many  oon, 
That  hath  an  herte  as  hard  as  any  stoon, 
Which  wolde  han  lete  him  sterven  in 

the  place  1991 

Wei  rather  than  han  graonted  him  hir 

grace; 
And  hem  rejpysen  in  hir  orael  pryde, 
And  rekke  nat  to  been  an  homicyde.  (750) 
This  gentil  May,  fdlflUed  of  pitee,  1995 
Bight  of  hir  hande  a  lettre  made  she. 
In  which  she  grannteth  him  hir  verray 

grace; 
Ther  lakketh  noght  bnt  only  day  and 

place, 
Wlier  that  she  mighte  on-to  his  lost 

snffyse: 
For  it  shal  be  right  as  he  wol  devyse.  aooo 
And  whan  she  sangh  hir  time,  np-on  a  day. 
To  visite  this  Damian  goth  May, 
And  sotilly  this  lettre  donn  she  threste 
Under  his  pilwe,  rede  it  if  him  leste.  (760) 
She  taketh  him  by  the  hand,  and  hiurde 

him  twiste  aoo5 

So  secrely,  that  no  wight  of  it  wisto. 
And  bad  him  been  al  hool,  and  forth  she 

wente 
To  Jannarie,  whan  that  he  for  hir  sente. 

Up  ryseth  Damian  the  nexte  morwe, 
Al  passed  was  his  siknesse  and  his  sorwe. 
He  kemboth  him,  he  proyneth  him  and 

pyketh,  aoii 

He  dooth  al  that  his  lady  Inst  and  lyketh ; 
And  eek  to  Jannarie  he  gooth  as  lowe 
As  ever  dide  a  dogge  for  the  bowe.     (770) 


He  is  so  plesant  nn-to  eveiy  man,       2015 
(For  craft  is  al,  who-so  that  do  it  can) 
That  every  wight  is  fayn  to  speke  him 

good; 
And  fdlly  in  his  lady  grace  he  stood. 
Thns  lete  I  Damian  aboate  his  nede, 
And  in  my  tale  forth  I  wol  procede.  2020 

Somme  derkes  holden  that  felicitee 
Stant  in  delyt,  and  therefor  certeyn  he. 
This  noble  Jannarie,  with  al  his  might, 
In  honest  wyse,  as  longeth  to  a  knight, 
Shoop  him  to  live  fnl  deliciously.  (781)  2025 
His  honsinge,  his  array,  as  honestly 
To  his  degree  was  maked  as  a  kinges. 
Amonges  othere  of  his  honest  thinges, 
He  made  a  gardin,  walled  al  with  stoon  ; 
So  fair  a  gardin  woot  I  nowher  noon.  2030 
For  out  of  donte,  I  verraily  suppose, 
That  he  that  wroot  the  Bomance  of  the 

Bose 
Ne  coude  of  it  the  beantee  wel  devyse  ; 
Ne  Priapns  ne  mighte  nat  soiiyBe,      (790) 
Though  he   be  god  of  gardins,  for  to 

telle  2035 

The  beantee  of  the  gardin  and  the  wello, 
That  stood  under  a  laurer  alwey  grene. 
Ful  ofte  tymo  he,  Pluto,  and  his  qnene, 
Proserpina,  and  al  hir  fiB^erye 
Disporten  hem  and  maken  mclodye   2040 
Aboute  that  welle,  and  daunced,  as  men 

tolde. 
This  noble  knight,  this  Jannarie  the  olde, 
Swich  deintee  hath  in  it  to  walke  and 

pleye,  (799) 

That  he  wol  no  wight  suffiren  bere  the  keye 
Save  he  him-self ;  for  of  the  smale  wiket 
He  bar  alwey  of  silver  a  smal  cliket,  2046 
With  which,  whan  that  him  leste,  he  it 

unshette. 
And  whan  he  wolde  paye  his  wyf  hir  dette 
In  somer  seson,  thider  wolde  he  go, 
And  May  his  wyf^  and  no  wight  but  they 

two ;  2050 

And  thinges  whiche  that  were  nat  doon 

a-bedde. 
He  in  the  gardin  parfoumed  hem  and 

spedde. 
And  in  this  wsrse,  many  a  mery  day. 
Lived  this  Jannarie  and  fresshe  May.  (810) 
But  worldly  joye  may  nat  alwey  dure  205$ 
To  JaauAiie,  ne  to  no  creature. 
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Auctor. 

O  sodeyn  hap,  o  thon  fortune  instable, 
Lyk  to  the  scorpioiin  so  deceivable, 
That  flat  ere  st  with  thjm  heed  when  thou 

wolt  stinge  ; 
Thy  tayl  is  deeth,  thurgh  thyn  enveni- 

mingc.  2060 

O  brotil  joyo  !  o  svrote  venim  queynte  ! 
O  monstre,  that  so  subtilly  canst  pejnite 
Thy  yiftes,  under  hewe  of  stedfastneaso, 
That  thou  deceyvest  bothe  more  and  lesse  ! 
VMiy  hastow  Januarie  thus  deceyved,  (821) 
That  haddcst  him  for  thy  fol  frend  re- 

coyved  ?  2066 

And  now  thou  hast  biraft  him  bothe  hiSe 

For  sorwe  of  which  desyrcth  he  to  dyen. 

Alias !  this  noble  Januarie  free, 
Amidde  his  lust  and  his  prosperitee,  2070 
Is  woxen  blind,  and  that  al  sodoynly. 
Ho  wepeth  and  ho  wayleth  pitously ; 
And  thor-with-al  the  fyr  of  jalousye,  (829) 
Lest  that  his  wyf  sholde  falle  in  som  folye, 
S<>  brente  his  herte,  that  he  woldefayn  2075 
That  som  man  bothe  him  and  hir  had 

slayn. 
For  neither  after  his  deeth,  nor  in  his  lyf, 
Ne  wolde  he  that  slio  were  love  ne  wyf. 
But  ever  live  as  widwe  in  clothes  blake. 
Soul  as  the  turtle  that  lost  hath  hir  make. 
But  atte  laste,  after  a  monthe  or  tweye. 
His  sorwe  gan  aswage,  sooth  to  seye ;  2082 
For  whan  he  wiste  it  may  noon  other  be, 
He  paciontly  took  his  adversitee  ;       (840) 
Save,  out  of  douto,  ho  may  nat  forgoon 
That  he  nas  jalous  evermore  in  oon  ; 
Which  jalousye  it  was  so  outrageous. 
That  neither  in  halle,  n'in  noon  other  hoos. 
No  in  noon  other  place,  never-the-mo, 
He  nolde  suffre  hir  for  to  ryde  or  go,  2090 
But-if  that  he  had  hand  on  hir  alway ; 
For  which  ful  ofte  wepeth  frcsshe  May, 
That  loveth  Damian  so  benignely, 
Tliat  she  mot  outher  dyen  sodeynly,  (850) 
Or  eUes  she  mot  han  him  as  hir  leste  ;  2095 
She  wayteth  whan  hir  herte  wolde  breste. 

Ui>-on  that  other  sydo  Damian 
Bicomen  is  the  sorwefuUesto  man 
That  over  was ;  for  neither  night  ne  day 
Xe  mighte  he  speke  a  word  to  fresshe 
Hay,  2100 


As  to  his  purpos,  of  no  swich  matere, 
But-if  that  Januarie  moste  it  here. 
That  hadde  an  hand  up-on  hir  evermo. 
But  nathelees,  by  wryting  to  and  fro  (86o> 
And   privee   signes,  wiste   ho  what   she 
mente;  2105 

And  she  knew  eok  the  fyn  of  his  entente. 

Auctor. 
O  Januarie,  what  mighte  it  thee  availle. 
Thou  mightcst  see  as  fer  as  shippes  saille  ? 
For  also  good  is  blind  deceyved  be. 
As  be  decejrved  whan  a  man  may  see.  2  no 
Lo,  Argus,  which  that  hadde  an  hondred 

yen, 

For  al  that  ever  he  coude  i)oure  or  pryen, 
Yet  was  he  blent ;  and,  god  wot,  so  ben 

mo. 
That  wenen  wisly  that  it  be  nat  so.     (870) 
Passe  over  is  an  ese,  I  sey  na>more.     21 15 
This  fresshe  May,  that  I  spak  of  so 

yore. 
In  warme  wex  hath  emprented  the  cliket, 
That  Januarie  bar  of  the  smale  wiket. 
By  which  in-to  his  gardin  ofte  he  wente. 
And  Damian,  that  knew  al  hir  entente, 
The  oliket  countrefeted  prively  ;  2121 

Thor  nis  na-more  to  seye,  but  hastily 
Som  wonder  by  this  cliket  shal  bityde. 
Which  ye  shul  heren,  if  ye  wole  abyde. 
O  noble  Ovyde,  ful  sooth  seystou,  god 

woot !  Aactor. 

Wliat  sleighte  is  it,  thc^h  it  be  long  and 

hoot,  (882)  2126 

That  he  nil  ftnde  it  out  in  som  manere  ? 
By  Piramus  and  Tesbee  may  men  lere ; 
Thogh  they  wore  kept  ful  longe  streite 

overal. 
They  been  accorded,  rouninge  thurgh  a 

wal,  2130 

Ther  no  wight  coude  han  founde    oat 

swich  a  sleighte.  (887) 

But  now  to  purpos ;  er  that  dayes  eighte 
Were  passed,  er  the  monthe  of  Jail,  bifil 
That  Januarie  hath  caught  so  greeta  wil, 
Thurgh  egging  of  his  wyf,  him  for  to  pleye 
In  his  gardin,  and  no  wight  but  they  tweye, 
That  in  a  morwe  un-to  this  May  seith  he : 
•  Rys  up,  my  wyf,  my  love,  my  lady  free ; 
The  turtles  vois  ia  herd,  my  douve  swete : 
The  winter  is  goon,  with  alle  his  reynes 

wete ;  2140 
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Com  forth  now,  with  thyn  eyHn  oolmnl^yn ! 
How  fairer  been  thy  bretteg  than  is  wyn  ! 
The  gardin  is  enclosed  al  aboute ; 
Com  forth,  my  whyte    spooBe;   out    of 

donte,  (900) 

Thou  hast  me  wonnded  in  myn  herte, 

owyf!  ai45 

No  spot  of  thee  ne  knew  I  al  my  lyf. 
Com  forth,  and  lat  ns  taken  our  disport ; 
I  chees  thee  for  my  wyf  and  my  confort.' 

Swiche  olde  lewed  wordes  nsed  he ; 
On  Damian  a  signe  made  she,  2150 

That  he  sholde  go  biforen  with  his  oliket : 
This  Damian  thanne  hath  opened  the 

wiket, 
And  in  he  stirte,  and  that  in  swioh  manere, 
That  no  wight  mighte    it   see    neither 

y-here ;  (910) 

And  stille  he  sit  nnder  a  bnsh  anoon.  2155 

This  Jannarie,  as  blind  as  is  a  stoon. 
With  Mains  in  his  hand,  and  no  wight  mo, 
In-to  his  firesshe  gardin  is  ago, 
And  clapte  to  the  wiket  sodeynly. 

*  Now,  wyf,'  quod  he,  ^  heer  nis  but  thou 

and  I,  2160 

That  art  the  creature  that  I  best  love. 
For,  by  that  lord  that  sit  in  heyen  above, 
Lever  ich  haddo  dyon  on  a  knyf. 
Than  theo  offcnde,  trowe  dere  wyf!    (930) 
For  goddes  sake,  thenk  how  I  thee  chees, 
Noght  for  no  coveitjrse,  dontelees,       2166 
But  only  for  the  love  I  had  to  thee. 
And  though  that  I  be  old,  and  may  natsee, 
Beth  to  me  tro  wo,  and  I  shal  telle  jrow  why. 
Three  thinges,  oertes,  shnl  ye  winne  ther- 

by;  2170 

First,  love  of  Crist,  and  to yonr-self  honour. 
And  al  myn  heritage,  toun  and  tour ; 
I  yeve  it  jrow,  makoth  ohartres  as  yow 

lesto ;  (939) 

This  shal  be  doon  to-morwe  er  sonne  reste. 
So  wisly  god  my  soule  bringe  in  blisse,  2175 
I  prey  yow  first,  in  covenant  ye  me  kisse. 
Andthogh  that  I  be  jalous,  wyte  me  noght. 
Ye  been  so  depe  enprentcd  in  my  thoght. 
That,  whan  that  I  considore  your  beautee. 
And  ther-with-al  the  unlykly  elde  of  me 
I  may  nat,  certes,  thogh  I  sholde  dye, 
Forbero  to  been  out  of  youi  comiMmyo 
For  verray  love  ;  this  is  with-outen  doute. 
Now  kis  me,  wyf,  and  lat  us  rome  aboute.* 


This  fresshe  May,  whan  she  thise  wordes 
herde,  (941)  2185 

Benignely  to  Januario  answerde. 
But  first  and  forward  she  bigan  to  wepe, 
'  I  have,'  quod  she,  '  a  soule  for  to  kepe 
As  wel  as  ye,  and  also  myn  honour, 
Andof  my  wyfhod  thilke  tendro  flour,  2190 
Which  that  I  have  assured  in  yourhond. 
Whan  that  the  preest  to  yow  my  body 

bond; 
Wherfore  I  wole  answere  in  this  manere 
3y  the  levo  of  yow,  my  lord  so  dere :  (950) 
I  prey  to  god,  that  never  dawe  the  day  2 1 95 
That  I  ne  sterve,  as  foulo  as  womman  may. 
If  ever  I  do  un-to  my  kin  that  shame, 
Or  elles  I  empeyre  so  my  name. 
That  I  be  fals ;  and  if  I  do  that  lakkc. 
Do  strepo  me  and  put  me  in  a  sakke,  2200 
And  in  the  nexte  river  do  me  drencho. 
I  am  a  gentil  womman  and  no  wenoho. 
Why  speke  ye  thus?  but  men  ben  ever 
untrewe,  (959) 

And  wommen  have  reprove  of  yow  ay  newe. 
Ye  han  non  other  contenanco,  I  leve,  2205 
But  speke  to  us  of  untrust  and  reprove.' 
And  with  that  word  she  saugh  whcr 
Damian 
Sat  in  the  bush,  and  ooughon  she  bigan. 
And  with  hir  finger  signcs  made  she, 
That  Damian  sholde  climbe  up-on  a  tree. 
That  charged  was  with  fruit,  and  up  ho 
wente ;  221 1 

For  verraily  ho  knew  al  hir  entente. 
And  every  signe  that  she  coude  make 
Wel  bet  than  Januarie,  hir  owene  make. 
For  in  a  lettre  she  had  told  him  al      221$ 
Of  this  matere,  how  he  werchen  shaL  (972) 
And  thus  I  lete  him  sitte  up-on  the  pyrie. 
And  Januarie  and  May  rominge  myrie. 
Bright  was  the  day,  and  blew  the  firma- 
ment, 
Fhebus  of  gold  his  stremes  doun  hath 
sent.  2220 

To  gladen  every  flour  with  his  warmnesse. 
He  was  that  tyme  in  QeminU^  as  I  gesse. 
But  litel  fro  his  declinacioun 
Of  Cancer,  Jovis  oxaltacioun.  (980) 

And  so  bifel,  that  brighto  morwe-tyde,  2225 
That  in  that  gardin,  in  the  fcrther  syde, 
Pluto,  that  is  the  king  of  fayfirye. 
And  many  a  lady  in  his  oompanye. 


T.  10103-10187.]        B.    ^Je  Qllat:c$an<e«  Zatt. 


62s 


Folwingo  his  wyf,  the  qnone  Proserpyne, 
Ech  after  other,  right  as  any  lyne —  2^30 
Whyl  that  she  gadered  flonres  in  the  mede, 
In  Claudian  ye  may  the  story  rede, 
How  in  his  grisly  carte  he  hir  fette . — 
This  king  of  fairye  thanne  adoon  him 

sette  (990)  2234 

Up-on  a  bench  of  turves,  fresh  and  grene, 

And  right  anon  thus  seyde  ho  to  his  qaene. 

'  My  wyf,'  quod  he,  '  ther  may  no  wight 

sey  nay ; 
Th'experienco  so  preveth  every  day 
The  treson  whiche  that  wommen  doon  to 

man.  2239 

Ten  hondred  thousand  [stories]  telle  I  can 
Notable  of  your  imtroutheandbrotilnesse. 
O  Salomon,  "wys,  richest  of  richesse,   2242 
Fulflld  of  sapience  and  of  worldly  glorie, 
Ful  worthy  been  thy  wordes  to  memorie 
To  every  wight  that  wit  and  reson  can. 
Thxis  preiseth  he  yet  the  bountee  of  man  : 
*' Amonges  a  thousand  men  yet  fond  Ioozl, 
But  of  wommen  alle  fond  I  noon."    (1004) 
Thus  seith  the  king  that  knoweth  your 

wikkednesse ; 
And  Josnafllius  Syrak^  as  I  gesse,       2250 
Ne  8i)eketh  of  yow  but  selde  reverence. 
A  wilde  fyr  and  corrupt  pestilence 
So  falle  up-on  your  bodies  yet  to-night ! 
Ne  see  ye  nat  thishonurable  knight,  (loio) 
By-cause,  alias!  that  he  is  blind  and  old. 
His  owene  man  shal  make  him  cokewold ; 
Lohcer  he  sit,  the  Icchour,  in  the  tree.  2257 
Now  wol  I  grauntcn,  of  jny  magostee, 
Un-to  this  olde  blindo  worthy  knight 
That  he  shal  have  ayeyn  his  eyen  sight,  2260 
Whan  that  his  wyf  wold  doon  him  vileinje ; 
Than  shal  he  knowen  al  hir  harlotrye 
Both  in  reprove  of  hir  and  othere  mo.' 

'  Yo  shal,'  quod  Prosorpyne,  •  wol  ye  so  ; 
Now,  by  my  modres  sires  soule  I  swere, 
That  I  shal  yeven  hir  suffisant  answere. 
And  alle  wommen  after,  for  hir  sake  ; 
That,  though  they  be  in  any  gilt  y-take, 
With    face    bold    they   shuUe   hem-self 

excuse, 
And  here  hem  doun  that  wolden  hem 

accuse.  2270 

For  lakke  of  answer,  noon  ofhem  shal  dyen. 
Al  hadde  man  seyn  a  thing  with  bothe  his 

yGn,  (X028) 


Yit  shul  wo  wommen  visage  it  hardily. 
And  wepe,  and  swero,  and  chydesubtilly, 
So  that  ye  men  shul  been  fui  lowed  as  gees. 
What  rekketh  me  of  your  auctoritees? 

I  woot  wel  that  this  Jew,  this  Salomon, 
Fond  of  us  wommen  folcs  many  oon. 
But  though  that  he  ne  fond  no  good 


womman. 


2279 


Yet  hath  ther  founde  many  another  man 
Wommen  ful  trewe,  ful  gode,  and  ver- 

tuou& 
Witnesse  on  hem  that  dwelle  in  Cristea 

hous. 
With  martirdom  they  proved  hir  con- 
stance.  (1039) 
The  Bomayn  gestes  maken  remembrance 
Of  many  a  verray  trewe  wyf  also.  2285 
But  sire,  ne  be  nat  wrooth,  al-be-it  so, 
Though  that  he  seyde  he  fond  no  good 

womman, 
I  prey  yow  tako  the  sentence  of  the  man ; 
He  mente  thus,  that  in  sovereyu  bontee 
Nis  noon  but  god,  that  sit  in  Trinitee.  2290 

Ey  !  for  verray  god,  that  nis  but  oon. 
What  make  ye  so  muche  of  Salomon  ? 
What  though  he  made  a  temple,  godd^ 

hous?  (1049) 

What  though  he  were  riche  and  glorious  ? 
So  made  he  oek  a  temple  of  false  goddis, 
How  mighte  he  do  a  thing  that  more  for- 

bode  is  ?  2296 

Pardee,  as  faire  as  yo  his  name  emplastre, 
He  was  a  lechour  and  an  ydolastre ; 
And  in  his  elde  he  verray  god  forsook. 
And  if  that  god  ne  hadde,  as  seith  the  book, 
Y-spared  him  for  his  fadres  sake,  hesholde 
Have  lost  his  regno  rather  than  he  wolde. 
I  sette  noght  of  al  the  vileinye,         (1059) 
That  ye  of  wommen  wryte,  a  boterflye. 
I  am  a  womman,  nodes  moot  I  speke,  2305 
Or  elles  swelle  til  myn  herte  broke. 
For  sithen  he  seyde  that  we  ben  jan- 

gleresses. 
As  ever  hool  I  mote  brouke  my  tresses, 
I  shal  nat  spare,  for  no  curteisye,        2309 
Tospcko  him  harm  that  wolde  us  vileinye.* 
*  Dame,'  quod  this  Pluto,  *  be  no  longer 

wrooth; 
I  yeve  it  up  ;  but  sith  I  swoor  myn  00th 
That  I  wolde  graunten  him  his  sighto 

ageyn,  (1069) 


626 


^9e  Can^erSurp  "Zatu.  [t.  loiss^ioaSa. 


My  word  slialstonde,  I  wameyow,  certeyn. 
I  am  a  king,  it  sit  mo  noght  to  lye.'    2315 

*  And  I,'  quod  she, '  a  qnoone  of  faySrye. 
Hir  answere  shal  she  have,  I  undertake  ; 
Lat  us  na-more  wordes  heeiw>f  make. 
For  sotho,  I  wol  no  lenger  yow  contrarie.' 

Now  lat  xxB  tnme  agayn  to  Jannarie,  2320 
That  in  the  gardin  with  his  faire  May 
Singeth,  fal  merier  than  the  papejay, 
*Yow  love  I  best,  and  shal,  and  other 

noon.* 
80  longe  abonte  the  aleyes  is  he  goon,  (1080) 
Til  he  was  come  ogaynes  thilke  pyrio,  2325 
Wher-as  this  Damion  sitteth  fol  myrie 
An  hoigh,  among  the  fresshe  levos  grene. 
This  frosshe  May,  that  is  so  bright  and 

shene, 
Qan  for  to  syke,  and  seyde,  '  alias,  my 

syde! 
Now  sir,'  qnod  she,  *  for  anght  that  may 

bityde,  2330 

I  moste  han  of  the  peres  that  I  see. 
Or  I  mot  dye,  so  sore  longeth  me 
To  eten  of  the  smale  peres  grene.      (1089) 
Help ,  for  hir  love  that  is  of  hevene  qnene  I 
I   telle    yow   wel,  a  womman    in    my 

plyt  2335 

May  han  to  fruit  so  greet  an  appetyt, 
That  she  may  dyen,  but  she  of  it  have.' 
"  Alias ! '  quod  he,  *■  that  I  ne  had  heer 

a  knave 
That  coudo  climbe ;  alias !  alias ! '  quod  he, 
*That  I  am  blind.'      *Ye,  sir,  no  fors,' 

quod  she :  2340 

*But  wolde  ye  vouohe-sauf,  for  goddes 

sake, 
The  pyrie  inwith  your  armes  for  to  take, 
(For  wel  I  woot  that  ye  mistmste  me) 
Thanne  sholde  I  climbe  wel  y-nogh,'  quod 

she,  (iioo) 

'  So  I  my  foot  mighto  sette  upon  your  bak.' 

*  Cortes,'  quod  he,  *  ther-on  shal  be  no 

lak,  2346 

Mighte  I  yoyr  helpen  with   myn   herte 

blood.' 
He  stonpoth  donn,  and  on  his  bak  she  stood. 
And  caughte  hir  by  a  twiste,  and  up  she 

gooth. 
Ladies,  I  prey  yow  that  ye  be  nat  wrooth ; 
I  can  nat  glose,  I  am  a  rude  man.       2351 
And  sodeynly  anon  this  Damiaa 


Gkmpullen  up  the  smok,  and  in  he  throng. 

And  whan  that  Fluto  sangh  this  grete 

wrong,  (mo) 

To  Januario  he  gaf  agayn  his  sighte,  2355 

And  made  him  see,  as  wel  as  ever  he 

mighte. 
And  whan  that  he    hadde  caught  his 

sighte  agayn, 
Ne  was  ther  never  man  of  thing  so  fajrn. 
But  on  his  wyf  his  thoght  was  evermo  ; 
Up  to  the  tree  he  caste  his  eyen  two,  2360 
And  sangh  that  Damian  his  wyf  had 

dressed 
In  swich  manero,  it  may  nat  ben  ex- 
pressed 
But  if  I  wolde  speke  uncurteisly : 
And  up  ho  yaf  a  roring  and  a  cry     (i  120} 
As  doth  the  moder  whan  the  child  shal 
dye :  2365 

*  Out !  help !  alias !  harrow !  'began to  cr>'e, 

*  O  stronge  lady  store,  what  dostow? ' 

And  she  answerde,  *8ir,  what  cyleth 

jrow? 
Have  paoience,  and  reson  in  your  mindc, 
I  have  yow  holpe  on  bothe  your  oyen 

blinde.  2370 

Up  peril  of  my  soule,  I  shal  nat  lyen, 
As  me  was  taoght,  to  helo  with  your  y€n, 
Was  no-thing  bet  to  make  yow  to  see 
Than  stmgle  with  a  man  up-on  a  tree.  ( 1 1 30) 
God  woot,  I  dido  it  in  tal  good  entente.' 
*Stragle!'  quod  he,  *ye,  algate  in  it 

wente !  2376 

Qod  yeve  yow  bothe  on  shames  doeth  to 

dyen! 
He  swyved  thee,  I  sangh  it  with  myne  ySn, 
And  oUes  be  I  hanged  by  the  hals ! ' 
*  Thanne  is,'  qaod  she,  *  my  medicyne 

al  fals ;  2380 

For  certoinly,  if  that  ye  mighte  see. 

Ye  wolde  nat  seyn  thise  wordes  un-to  me ; 

Ye  han  som  glimsing  and  no  parfit  sighte.' 

*I  see,*  quod  he,   'as  wel  as  ever  I 

mighte,  (1140) 

Thonked  be  god !  with  bothe  myne  eyen 

two,  2385 

And  by  my  trouthe,  me  thonghte  he  dide 

thee  so.' 
'  Ye  mace,  mase,  gode  aire,'  quod  she, 

*  This  thank  have  I  for  I  have  maad  yow 

see; 
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Alias!*  qnod  she,  *that  ever  I  was  so 

kinds ! ' 
*  Now,  dame,*  quod  he,  *  lat  al  passe  oat 

of  minde.  ajpo 

Com  doun,  my  lief,  and  if  I  have  missajd, 
God  help  me  so,  as  I  am  yvel  apayd. 
But,  by  my  fader  sonle,  I  wende  han  seyn. 
How  tliat  this  Damian  had  by  thee  leyn. 
And  that  thy  smok  had  103m  np-on  his 

brest.*  (1151)  3395 

'  Ye,  sire,'  qnod  she,  *  ye  may  wene  as 

yow  lest; 
But,  sire,  a  man  that  waketh  oat  of  his 

sleep. 
Ho  may  nat  sodeynly  wel  taken  keep 
Up-on  a  thing,  ne  seen  it  parfitly, 
Til  that  he  be  adawed  verraily ;  2^00 

Right  so  a  man,  that  longehath  blind  y-be, 
Ne  may  nat  sodeynly  so  wel  y-see. 


First  whan  his  sighte  is  news  come  agoyn, 
As  he  that  hath  a  day  or  two  y-aeyn.  ( 1 160) 
Til  that  yoar  sighte  y-satled  be  a  whyle, 
Ther  may  fhl  many  a  sighte  yow  bigyle. 
Beth  war,  I  prey  yow;  for,  by  hevene 

king,  2407 

Fal  many  a  man  weneth  to  seen  a  thing, 
And  it  is  al  another  than  it  semeth. 
He  that  misoonoeyveth,  he  misdemeth.' 
And  with  that  word  she  leep  doon  fro  the 

tree.  3411 

This  Janaarie,  who  is  glad  bat  he  ? 
He  kiaseth  hir,  and  olippeth  hir  fal  ofte, 
And  on  hir  wombe  he  stroketh  hir  ftil 

Bofbe,  (1170) 

And  to  his  palays  hoom  he  hath  hir  lad. 
Now,  gode  men,  I  pray  yow  to  be  glad.  2416 
Thos  endeth  heer  my  tale  of  Janaarie  ; 
GKkL  blesse  as  and  his  moder  Seinte  Marie ! 


Here  is  ended  the  Karchantes  Tale  of  Janaarie. 


EPILOGUE   TO   THE    MARCHANTES 

TALE. 


'  Et  !  goddes  mercy ! '  seyde  oar  Hoste  the, 
'  Now  swich  a  wyf  I  pray  god  kepe  me  fro ! 
Lo,  whiche  sleightes  and  subtUitees    24JZ 
In  wommen  been  !  for  ay  as  hisy  as  bees 
Ben  they,  as  sely  men  for  to  decesrre, 
And  from  a  sothe  ever  wol  they  weytre ; 
By  this  Marchanntes  Tale  it  preveth  we^ 
Bat  doatelees,  as  trewe  as  any  steel   2436 
I  have  a  W3rf,  though  that  she  povra  be  ; 
But  of  hir  tonge  a  labbing  shrewe  is  she, 
And  yet  she  hath  an  heep  of  vyces  mo ;  (11) 
Thcr-of  no  fors,  lat  alle  swiche  thinges  go. 


Bat,  wite  ye  what  ?  in  conseil  be  it  seyd, 
Me  reweth  sore  I  am  an-to  hir  teyd.  345a 
For,  and  I  sholde  rekenen  every  vyce 
Which  that  she  hath,  y-wis,  I  were  to 

nyce, 
And  caase  why ;  it  sholde  reported  be  1455 
And  told  to  hir  of  somme  of  this  meynee ; 
Of  whom,  it  nedeth  nat  for  to  deolaie, 
Sin  wommen  connen  oaten  swich  chaf- 

fare ;  (ao) 

And  eek  my  wit  sa^seth  nat  ther-to 
To  tellen  al ;  wherfor  my  tale  is  do.'  2440 
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THE    SQUIERES   TALE. 


The  Squire's  Prolo^e. 

*  Squier,  com  neor,  if  it  joar  wille  be, 
And  Bey  .somwhat  of  love ;  for,  certes,  ye 
Gonnen  thor-on  om  mache  ai  any  man.* 

*  Nay,  sir,'  quod  he,  *  bat  I  wol  seye  as  I  can 
With  hertly  wille ;  for  I  wol  nat  rebelled 
Agayn  yoar  lost ;  a  tale  wol  I  telle. 
Have  me  excused  if  I  speke  amis, 

Hy  wil  is  good ;  and  lo,  my  tale  is  this.* 

Here  biglnneth  the  Squieres  Tale. 

At  Sarray,  in  the  land  of  Taitarye,  <i) 
nier  dwelte  a  king,  that  werreyed  Kosssre, 
Thnrgh  which  ther  deyde  many  a  doughty 

man.  21 

This  noble  king  was  doped  Cambinskan, 
Which  in  his  tyme  was  of  sogreetrenoun 
That  ther  nas  no-wher  in  no  r^oun 
So  excellent  a  lord  in  alle  thing ;  25 

Him  lakked  noght  that  lo2igeth  to  a  king. 
As  of  the  secte  of  which  that  he  was  bom 
He  kepte  his  lay,  to  which  that  he  was 

sworn ;  (10) 

And  ther-tohe  was  hardy,  wjrs,  and  richc. 
And  fpietous  and  just,  alwey  y-liche  ;  20 
Sootii  of  his  word,  benigne  and  honurable. 
Of  his  corage  as  any  centre  stable ; 
Yong,  fresh,  and  strong,  in  armesdeeirons 
As  any  bachelor  of  al  his  hous. 
A  fair  persone  he  was  and  fortunat,       as 
And  kepte  alwey  so  wel  royal  estat, 
That  ther  was  nowher  swich  another  man. 
This  noble  king,  this  Tartro  Cambinskan 
Haddo  two  sones  on  Elphota  his  wyf,  (31) 
Of  whiche  th'oldeste  highte  Algarsyf,    30 
That  other  sono  was  dcpod  Cambalo. 
A  doghter  haddo  this  worthy  king  also, 
That  yongest  was,  and  highte  Canacee. 
But  for  to  telle  yow  al  hir  beantee, 


It  lyth  nat  in  my  tongo,  n'in  n^  conning ; 
I  dar  nat  undertake  so  heigh  a  thing.    .^6 
Myn  English  eek  is  insufficient ; 
It  moste  been  a  rethor  excellent,  (30  < 

That  coude  his  colours  longing  for  that  art. 
If  he  sholde  hir  discryven  every  part.  40 
I  am  non  swich,  1 2noot  spoke  as  I  can. 

And  so  bifel  that,  whan  this  Cambinskan 
Hath  twenty  winter  bom  his  diademc. 
As  he  was  wont  fro  yeer  to  yeer,  I  demv. 
He  leet  the  feste  of  his  nativitee  45 

Don  cryen  thurghout  Sarray  his  citoe, 
The  last  Idus  of  March,  after  the  yeer. 
Phebus  the  sonne  ful  Joly  was  and  cleer ; 
For  he  was  neigh  his  exeJtacioun         (41) 
In  Martes  face,  and  in  his  mansioun      50 
In  Aries,  the  colorik  hote  signo. 
Ful  lusty  was  the  woder  and  benigne. 
For  which  the  foules,  agayn  the  sonne 

shene, 
What  for  the  seson  and  the  yonge  grene, 
Ful  loude  songen  hir  affocciouns ;  55 

Hem  semed  han  geten  hem  protecciouns 
Agayn  the  swerd  of  winter  kene  and  cold. 
This  Cambinskan,  of  which  I  have  yow 

told,  (50) 

In  royal  vestiment  sit  on  his  deys. 
With  diademe,  foX  heighe  in  his  paleys, 
And  halt  his  feste,  so  solempne  and  so 

riche  61 

That  in  this  world  ne  was  ther  noon  it 

liche. 
Of  which  if  I  shal  tellen  al  th*array. 
Than  wolde  it  occupye  a  someres  day ; 
And  eek  it  nedeth  nat  for  to  devyse       65 
At  evciy  cours  the  ordre  of  hir  servyse. 
I  wol  nat  tellen  of  hir  strange  sewce,  (59) 
Ne  of  hir  swannes,  ne  of  hir  horonsewes. 
Eek  in  that  lend,  as  tellen  knightes  olde, 
Ther  is  som  mete  that  is  ful  deyntee  holde, 
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That  in  this  lond  men  recche  of  it  but 

smal ;  71 

Ther  nis  no  man  that  may  roporten  aL 
I  wol  nat  tarien  yow,  for  it  is  pryme. 
And  for  it  is  no  fmit  but  lo»  of  tyme ; 
L'n-to  my  firste  I  wol  have  my  reoours.  75 
And  so  bifel  that,  after  the  thridde  cours, 
Whyl  that  this  king  sit  thus  in  his  nobleye, 
Herkninge  his  minstralles  hir  thinges 

pleye  (70) 

Bifom  him  at  the  bord  deliciously, 
In  at  the  halle-dore  al  sodeynly  80 

Thor  cam  a  knight  up-on  a  stede  of  bras. 
And  in  his  hand  a  brood  mirour  of  glas. 
I'pon  his  thombe  he  hadde  of  gold  a 

ring, 
And  by  his  syde  a  naked  swerd  hanging ; 
And  up  ho  rydeth  to  the  heighe  bord.    85 
In  al  the  halle  ne  was  ther  si>oke  a  word 
For  merveillo  of  this  knight ;  him  to  bi- 

holde 
Ful  bisily  ther  wayten  yonge  and  olde. 
This  strange  knight,  that  cam   thus 

sodeynly,  (81) 

Al  armed  save  his  heed  ful  richely,        90 
Saluiith  king  and  queen,  and  lordcs  alle. 
By  ordro,  as  they  seten  in  the  hallo, 
With  so  heigh  reverence  and  obeisaunce 
As  wel  in  speche  as  in  contenaunce^ 
That  Gawain,  with  his  olde  curteisjre,    95 
Though  ho  were  come  ageyn  out  of  Fairye, 
Ne  coudc  him  nat  amende  with  a  word. 
And  after  this,  bifom  the  heighe  bord,  (90) 
Ho  with  a  manly  voys  scith  his  message. 
After  the  forme  used  in  his  langage,     100 
With-outon  vjxe  of  sillable  or  of  lettre ; 
And,  for  his  tale  sholde  seme  the  bettre, 
Accordant  to  his  wordes  was  his  chore, 
As  techeth  art  of  speche  hem  that  it 

lore; 
Al-be-it  that  I  can  nat  soune  his  style,  105 
Ne  can  nat  climben  over  so  heigh  a  style, 
Yet  seye  I  this,  as  to  commune  entente, 
Thus  muche  amounteth  al  that  ever  he 

monte,  (100) 

If  it  so  bo  that  I  have  it  in  minde. 
Ho  seyde,  '  the  king  of  Arable  and  of 

Inde,  110 

My  lige  lord,  on  this  solempne  day 
Salu(^th  yow  as  he  best  can  and  may. 
And  sendeth  yow,  in  honour  of  your  feste, 


By  me,  that  am  al  redy  at  your  heste, 
This  stede  of  bras,  that  esily  and  wel    1 15 
Can,  in  the  space  of  o  day  naturel, 
This  is  to  seyn,  in  foure  and  twenty  houres, 
Wher-so  yow  list,  in  droghte    or  elles 

■houres,  (no) 

Beren  your  body  in-to  every  place 
To  which  your  herte  wilneth  for  to  pace 
With-outen  wem  of  yow,  thurgh  foul  or 

fair;  lai 

Or,  if  yow  list  to  fleen  as  hye  in  the  air 
As  doth  an  egle,  whan  him  list  to  sore, 
This  same  stede  shal  here  yow  over-more 
With-outen  harm,  til  ye  be  ther  yow 

leste,  ia5 

Though  that  ye  slepen  on  his  bak  or  reste ; 
And  tume  ayeyn,  with  wrythingof  a  pin. 
He  that  it  wroghte  coude  ful  many  a  gin  ; 
He  wayted  many  a  constellacioun  (121) 
£r  he  had  doon  this  operacioun  ;  130 

And  knew  ful  many  a  seel  and  many 

abend. 
This  mirour  eek,  that  I  have  in  mjm 

bond. 
Hath  swich  a  might,  that  men  may  in  it 

see 
Whan  ther  shal  fallen  any  adversltee 
Un-to  your  regno  or  to  your-self  also ;    135 
And  openly  who  is  your  freend  or  foo. 
And  over  al  this,  if  any  lady  bright 
Hath  set  hir  herte  on  any  manor  wight, 
Ifhe  be£eUs,  sheshalhistreson  see,    (131) 
His  newe  love  and  al  his  subtiltee        140 
So  openly,  that  ther  shal  no-thing  hyde. 
Wherfor,  ageyn  this  lusty  someres  tyde, 
This  mirour  and  this  ring,  that  ye  may  see, 
He  hath  sent  to  my  lady  Canacee, 
Your  exceUente  doghter  that  is  here.    145 

The  vertu  of  the  ring,  if  ye  wol  here, 
Is  this ;  that,  if  hir  lust  it  for  to  were  (139) 
Up-on  hir  thombe,  or  in  hir  purs  it  here, 
Ther  is  no  foul  that  fleeth  under  tha 

hevene 
That  she  ne  shal  wel  nnderstonde  his 

stevene,  150 

And  knowo  his  mening  openly  and  ployn, 
And  answere  him  in  his  langage  ageyn. 
And  every  gras  that  groweth  np-on  rote 
She  shal  eek  knowe,  and  whom  it  wol  do 

bote, 
Al  be  his  wonndes  never  fo  depe  and  wyde. 
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This  nakod  swerdf  that  hang^th  by  my 

syde,  156 

Swich  vertu  hath,  that  what  man  so  yo 

Bm3rto, 
Thnrgh-out  his  armnre  it  wol  kervo  and 

byto,  (150) 

Wero  it  as  thikke  as  is  a  branched  00k  ; 
And  what  man  that  is  wounded  with  the 

St  rook  160 

Shal  never  be  hool  til  that  yow  list,  of 

grace. 
To  stroke  him  with  the  platte  in  thilke 

place 
Ther  he  is  hurt :  this  is  as  muche  to  seyn 
Ye  mote  with  the  platte  swerd  agoyn 
Stroke  him  in  the  wonndo,  and  it  wol 

close ;  165 

This  is  a  verray  sooth,  with-onten  glose. 
It  failleth  nat  whyl  it  is  in  yonr  hold.' 
And  whan  this  knight  hath  thus  his 

tale  told,  (160) 

He  rydeth  ont  of  halle,  and  donn  helighte. 
His  stede,  which  that  shoon  as  sonne 

brighte,  170 

Stant  in  the  conrt,  as  stillo  as  any  stoon. 
This  knight  is  to  his  chambre  lad  anon. 
And  is  unarmed  and  to  mete  y-set. 

The  presents  been  fnl  rojrally  y-fet, 
This  is  to  seyn,  the  swerd  and  the  mirour, 
And  bom  anon  in-to  the  heighe  tour  1 76 
With  certeine  officers  ordeyned  therfore ; 
And  un-to  Canacee  this  ring  was  bore  (170) 
Solempnoly,  ther  she  sit  at  the  table. 
But  sikerly,  with-outon  any  fable,  180 
The  hors  of  bras,  that  may  nat  be  remewo<l, 
It  stant  as  it  were  to  the  grrjund  y-glowed. 
Ther  may  no  man  out  of  the  place  it  dryvc 
For  noon  engyn  of  windas  or  polyve ;  184. 
And  cause  why,  for  they  con  nat  the  cralt. 
And  thoirefore  in  the  place  they  han  it 

lafb 
Til  that  the  knight  hath  taught  hem  the 

manere 
To  voyden  him,  as  ye  shal  after  here.  (180) 
Greet  was  the  prees,  that  swarmeth  to 

and  fro,  189 

To  gauron  on  this  hors  that  ^ndeth  so ; 
For  it  so  heigh  was,  and  so  brood  and  long, 
80  wel  propordonod  for  to  ben  strong, 
night  as  it  wero  a  stede  of  Lumbardye ; 
Therewith  so  horsly,  and  so  quik  of  y6 


As  it  a  gen  til  Poileys  courser  were.        195 
For  certes,  fro  his  tayl  un-to  his  ere, 
Nature  ne  art  ne  coude  him  nat  amende 
In  no  degree,  as  al  the  peple  wende.  (k/j) 
But  evermore  hir  moste  wonder  was, 
How  that   it  coude  goon,  and  was    of 

bras ;  3(x> 

It  was  of  Fairye,  as  the  peple  semed. 
Diverse  folk  diversely  they  deme«I ; 
As  many  hedes,  as  many  wittes  ther  been. 
They  murmureden  us  dooth  a  swarm  of 

been. 
And  maden  skiles  after  hir  fanta^yes,    205 
Behersinge  of  thise  olde  poetryes. 
And  seyden,  it  was  lyk  the  Pegosee, 
The  hors  that  hodde  winges  for  to  flee ;  (;kxj) 
Or  elles  it  was  the  Orekes  hors  Synon, 
That  broghte  Troye  to  destruccion,        a  10 
As  men  may  in  thise  olde  gestes  rode. 
*Hyn  herte,'  quod  oon,  'is  evermore  in 

drcde ; 
I  trowe  som  men  of  armes  been  ther-inne, 
That  shapen  hem  this  citee  for  to  winne. 
It  were  right  good  that  al  swich  thing 

were  knowc'  215 

Another  rowned  to  his  felawe  lowo, 
And  seyde,  *  he  lyeth,  it  is  rather  lyk 
An  apparence  y-maad  by  som  magyk,  (210) 
As  jogelours  ple>'en  at  thise  festcs  grete.' 
Of  sondry  doutes  thus  they  jangle  an<l 

trete,  220 

As  lewed  peple  demeth  comunly 
Of  thinges  that  ben  maad  more  subtilly 
Than  they  can  in  her  lewednes  compre- 

hende ; 
They  domen  gladly  to  the  badder  ende. 
And  somme  of  hem  wondred  on  the 

mirour,  225 

That  bom  was  up  in-to  the  maister-tour. 
How  men  mighte  in  it  swicho  thinges  see. 
Another  answerde,  and  seyde  it  mighte 

wcl  be  (230) 

Naturolly,  by  composiciouns 
Of  angles  and  of  slye  reflexiouns,  250 

And  seyden,  that  in  Bome  was  swich  oon. 
They  speken  of  Alocen  and  Vitulon, 
And  Aristotle,  that  writen  in  hir  lyves 
Of  queynte  mirours  and  of  prospeotyves, 
As  knowen  they  that  han  hir  bokes  herd. 
And  othero  folk  hanwondred  on  the 

swerd  336 
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That  wolde  percen  thurgh-out  every-th  ing ; 
And  fille  in  speche  of  Thelophus  the  king, 
And  of  Achilles  with  his  queynte  spere, 
For  he  coade  with  it  bothe  hele  and  dere, 
Right  in  swich  wyse  as  men  may  with  the 

swerd  (233)  241 

Of  which  right  now  ye  han  your-eelven 

herd. 
Thoy  speken  of  sondry  harding  of  metal, 
And  speke  of  medicynes  ther-with-al, 
And  how,  and  whanne,  it  sholde  y-harded 

be;  245 

Which  is  nnknowe  algates  rmto  me. 

Tho  speke  they  of  CanaceGs  ring. 
And  seyden  alle,  that  swich   a  wonder 

thing  (240) 

Of  craft  of  ringes  herde  they  never  non. 
Save  that  he,  Moyses,  and  king  Salomon 
Hadde  a  name  of  konning  in  swich  art.  351 
Thus  seyn  the  peple,  and  drawen  hem 

apart. 
But  nathelees,  somme  seyden  that  it  was 
Wonder  to  maken  of  fem-asshen  glas, 
And  yet  nis  glas  nat  lyk  asshen  of  fern ; 
But  for  they  han  y-knowen  it  so  fern,  256 
Thcrfore  cesseth  her  jangling  and  her 

wonder. 
As   sore  wondren    somme   on    cause  of 

thonder,  (250) 

On  ebbe,  on  ilood,  on  gossomer,  and  on 

mist,  259 

And  alle  thing,  til  that  the  cause  is  wist. 
Thus  jangle  they  and  demon  and  dovyse. 
Til  that  the  king  gan  fro  the  bord  aryse. 
Phebns  hath  laft  tho  angle  meridional, 
And  yet  ascending  was  the  beest  royal, 
Tho  gcntil  Leon,  with  his  Aldiran,        265 
Whan  that  this  Tartre  king,  this  Cemi- 

binskan,  (258) 

Boos  fro  his  bord,  ther  that  he  sat  fill  hye. 
Tofom  him  gooth  tho  loude  minstralcye, 
Til  he  cam  to  his  chambre  of  parements, 
Ther  as  thoy  sownen  diverse  instruments. 
That  it  is  lyk  an  heven  for  to  hero.        271 
Now  dauncen  lusty  Venus  children  dere. 
For  in  tho  Fish  hir  lady  sat  ful  hye. 
And  lokcth  on  hem  with  a  freendly  y6. 

Tliis  noble  king  is  set  up  in  his  trone.  275 
This  strange  knight  is  fet  to  him  fulsone. 
And  on  the  daunce  ho  gooth  with  Canacee. 
Heer  is  the  revel  and  the  jolitee         (270) 


That  is  nat  able  a  dul  man  to  dovyse.  279 
He  moste  han  knowen  love  and  his  servyse. 
And  been  a  fcstlich   man    as  fresh    as 

May, 
That  sholde  yow  devysen  swich  array. 
Who  coude   telle   yow    the   forme   of 
daunces. 
So  uncouthe  and  so  fresshe  contenaunces, 
Swich  subtil  loking  and  dissimulinges  285^ 
For  drede  of jalousemennesaperceyvinges? 
No  man  but  Launcelot,  and  he  is  deed. 
Therefor  I  passe  of  al  this  lustiheed ;  (280) 
I  seye  na-more,  but  in  this  jolynesse 
I  lete  hem,  til  men  to  the  soper  dresse.  290 

Tho  styward  bit  the  spyces  for  to  hye, 
And  cok  the  wyn,  in  al  this  melodye. 
The  usshers  and  tho  squyers  ben  y-g^n  ; 
The  spyces  and  tho  wyn  is  como  anoon. 
Thoy  ete  and  drinke ;  and  whan  this  hadde 
an  ende,  295 

Un-to  the  temple,   as   reson   was,    they 
wende. 
The  service  doon,  they  soupen  al  by  day. 
What  nedeth  yow  rehercen  hir  array  ?  (290) 
Ech  man  wot  wel,  that  at  a  kinges  feeste 
Hath  plentee,  to  tho  moste  and  to  the 
leeste,  300 

And    deyntees    mo   than    been    in    my 

knowing. 
At-afber  soper  gooth  this  noble  king 
To  seen  this  hors  of  bras,  with  al  the  ronte 
Of  lordcs  and  of  ladyes  him  aboute. 
Swich  wondring  was  ther  on  this  hora ' 
of  bras  305 

That,  sin  the  greto  sege  of  Troye  waf , 
Ther-as  men  wondrcdon  on  an  hors  also, 
No  was  ther  swich  a  wondring  as  was  tho. 
But  fynally  the  king  axeth  this  knight (301) 
The  vertu  of  this  courser  and  the  might, 
And  preyede  him  to  telle  his  govemaunoe. 
This  hors  anoon  bigan  to  trippe  and 
daunce,  312 

Whan  that  this  knight  leydo  hand  up-on 

his  reyne. 
And  seyde,  *  sir,  ther  is  na>more  to  seyne, 
But,  whan  yow  list  to  ryden  any-where,3i5 
Ye  moten  trillo  a  pin,  stant  in  his  ere, 
Which  I  shall  tollo  yow  bitwix  vs  two.  (309) 
Ye  mote  nempnc  him  to  what  place  also 
Or  to  what  contree  that  yow  list  to  ryde.3 19 
And  whan  ye  come  ther  as  yow  list  abjrde, 
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Bidde  luni  dcscende,  and  trille  another  pin, 
For  ther-in  lyth  the  effect  of  al  the  gin, 
And  he  wol  doun  descende  and  doon  yonr 

wille; 
And  in  that  place  he  wol  abydo  stUle, 
Though  al  the  world  the  oontrarie  hadde 

y-sworo ;  32$ 

He  shal  nat  thennes  ben  y-drawe  n'y- 

bore. 
Or,  if  yow  liste  bidde  him  thennes  goon, 
Trille  this  pin,  and  he  wol  vanisho  anoon 
Oat  of  the  sigh  te  of  every  manor  wight,(53 1 ) 
And  come  agnyn,  bo  it  by  day  or  night,  330 
When  that  yow  list  to  clepen  him  ageyn 
In  swich  a  gyse  as  I  shal  to  yow  seyn 
Bitwixe  yow  and  me,  and  that  ful  sone. 
Byde  whan  yow  list,  ther  is  na-moro  to 

done.* 
Enformed  whan  the  king  was  of  that 

knight,  355 

And  hath  conce3n^d  in  his  wit  aright 
The  manor  and  the  forme  of  al  this  thing. 
Thus  glad  and  biythe,  this  noble  donghty 

king  (330) 

Bepeireth  to  his  revel  as  bifom. 
The  brydel  is  nn-to  the  tour  y-bom,     340 
And  kept  among  his  jewels  leve   and 

dere. 
The  hors  vanisshed,  I  noot  in  what  manero-, 
Oat  of  hir  sighte ;  ye  gete  na-more  of  me. 
But  thus  I  lete  in  lust  and  lolitee 
This  Cambynskan  his  lordos  fo8teyinge,345 
Til  wel  ny  the  day  bigan  to  springe. 

Explicit  prima  pars. 

Seqoitur  pars  secunda. 

The  norice  of  digostioon,  the  slope, 

Gan  on  hem  winke,  and  bad  hem  taken 

kepe,  (340) 

That  muchel  drink  and  labour  wolde  han 

reste; 
And  with  a  galping  mouth  hem  alle  he 

keste,  350 

And  scyde, '  it  was  tyme  to  lye  adoun, 
For  blood  was  in  his  dominacioun  ; 
Cherisshoth  blood,  natures  freend,*  quod 

he. 
They  thanken  him  golpingo,  by  two,  l^ 

three, 
And  every  wight  gan  draws  him  to  his 

reste,  355 


As  slepe  hem  bad ;  they  toke  it  for  the 

beste. 
Hir  dremes  shul  nat  been  y-told  for  me ; 
Ful  were  hir  hedos  of  fumositee,         (550) 
That  causeth  dreem,  of  which  ther  nis  no 

charge,  359 

They  slepen  til  that  it  wasprymo  large, 
The  moste  part,  but  it  were  Canacee  ; 
She  was  Ail  mosurable,  as  wommen  be. 
For  of  hir  fiftder  hadde  she  take  leve 
To  gon  to  reste,  sone  after  it  was  eve ; 
Hir  liste  nat  appalled  for  to  be,  365 

Nor  on  the  morwe  unfestlich  for  to  see ; 
And  slepte  hir  flrste  sleep,  and  thanne 

awook.  (359) 

For  swich  a  joye  she  in  hir  herte  took 
Both  of  hir  queynte  ring  and  hir  mirour, 
That  twenty  iyme  she  changed  hir  colour ; 
And  in  hir  slepe,  right  for  impressionn  371 
Of  hir  mirour,  she  hadde  a  visioun. 
Wherfore,  er  that  the  sonne  gan  up  glydo. 
She  cleped  on  Iiir  maistresse  hir  bisydc, 
And  seyde,  that  hir  liste  for  to  ryse.      375 
Thise  olde  wommen  that  been  gladly 

wyso, 
As  is  hir  maistresse,  answerde  hir  anoon, 
And    se^'de,    *  madame,  whider  wil    yo 

goon  (370) 

Thus  erly  ?  for  the  folk  ben  alle  on  reste.' 

^I  wol,'  quod  she,  *  tkryte^  for  me  leste  380 

No  longer  for  to  slope,  and  walke  aboute.* 

Hir  maistresse  clepeth  wommen  a  grot 

route, 
And  up  they  rysen,  wel  a  ten  or  twelve  ; 
Up  ryseth  iVosshe  Canacee  hir-selve, 
As  rody  and  bright  as  dooth  the  yonge 

Sonne,  385 

That  in  the  Bam  is  four  degrees  up-ronne ; 
Noon  hyer  was  he,  whan  she  redy  was ; 
And  forth  she  walketh  esily  a  pas,      (380) 
Arrayed  after  the  lusty  seson  sote         389 
Lightly,  for  to  pleye  and  walke  on  fote  ; 
Nat  but  with  fyve  or  six  of  hir  meynee ; 
And  in  a  trench,  forth  in  the  park,  goth 

she. 
The  vapour,  which  that  fro  the  erthe  glood, 
Made  the  sonne  to  seme  rody  and  brood ; 
But  nathelees,  it  was  so  fair  a  sighte    395 
That  it  made  alle  hir  hertes  for  to  lighte, 
What  for  the  seson  and  the  morweninge. 
And  for  the  foules  that  she  horde  singe ; 
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For  right  anon  she  wUte  what  they  xnente 
Right  byhir  song,  and  knewal  hir  entente. 
The  knotte,  why  that  every  tale  is  told, 
If  it  be  taried  til  that  lust  be  cold 
Of  hem  that  han  it  after  herkned  yore, 
The  savour  passeth  ever  lenger  the  more, 
For  fulsomnesse  of  his  prolixitee.  405 

And  by  the  same  reson  thinketh  me, 
I  sholdo  to  the  knotte  condescende, 
And  maken   of    hir  walking    sone    an 

endo.  (400) 

Amidde  a  tree  fordrye,  as  whyt  as  chalk, 
As  Canacee  was  pleying  in  hir  walk,    410 
Ther  sat  a  faucon  over  hir  heed  ful  hye, 
That  with  a  pitous  voys  so  gan  to  crye 
That  all  the  wode  resouned  of  hir  cry. 
Y-beten  hath  she  hir-self  so  pitonsly     414 
With  bothe  hir  winges,  til  the  rede  blood 
Han  endeloDg  the  tree  ther-c^  she  stood. 
And  ever  in   oon  she  cryde  alwey  and 

shrighte, 
And    with    hir    beek    hir-selven  so  she 

prighte,  (410) 

That  ther  nis  tygrc,   ne  noon  so  cruel 

beste, 
That  dwelleth  either  in  wocle  or  in  foreste 
That  nolde  han   wept,  if  that  he  wepe 

coude,  421 

For  sorwe  of  hir,  she  shrighte  alwey  so 

loude. 
For  ther  nas  never  yet  no  man  on  Ijrve — 
If  that  I  coude  a  faucon  wel  discrjrve — 
That  herdo  of  swich  another  of  faimesso. 
As  wel  of  plumage  as  of  gcntillesse      436 
Of  shap,  and  al  that  mighte  y-rekened  be. 
A  faucon  pcrogryn  than  semed  she     (420) 
Of  fremde  land ;   and  evermore,  as  she 

stood, 
She  swowneth  now  and  now  for  lakke  of 

blood,  430 

Til  wel  neigh  is  she  fallen  fro  the  tree. 

This  faire  kingcs  doghter,  Canacee, 
That  on  hir  finger  bar  the  queynte  ring, 
Thurgh  which  she  understood  wel  every 

thing 
That  any  foul  may  in  his  ledene  seyn,  435 
And  coude  answere  him  in  his  ledene 

ageyn, 
Hath  undcrstonde  what  this  fauoon  seyde, 
And  wel  neigh  for  the  rewthe  almost  she 

deydo.  (430) 


And  to  the  tree  she  gooth  Ail  hastily, 
And  on  this  faucon  loketh  pitously,      440 
And  hoeld  hir  lappe  abrood,  for  wel  she 

wiste 
The  faucon  moste  fallen  fro  the  twiste, 
When  that  it  swowned  next,  for  lakke  of 

blood. 
A  longe  while  to  wayten  hir  she  stood 
Till  atte  laste  she  spak  in  this  manere  445 
Un-to  the  hauk,  as  yo  sl^ul  after  here. 

'  What  is  the  cause,  if  it  be  for  to  telle, 
That  ye  be  in  this  ftirial  pyne  of  helle  ?' 
Quod  Canacee  un-to  this  hauk  above.  (441) 
'  Is  this  for  sorwe  of  decth  or  los  of  love? 
For,  as  I  trowe,  thise  ben  causes  two   451 
That  causen  moost  a  gentil  hcrte  wo  ; 
Of  other  harm  it  nodeth  nat  to  speke. 
For  ye  your-self  upon  your-self  yow  wreke, 
Which  proveth  wel,  that  either  love  or 

drede  455 

Mot  been  oncheson  of  your  cruel  dede, 
Sin  that  I  see  non  other  wight  yow  choce. 
For  love  of  god,  as  dooth  your-selven  grace 
Or  what  may  ben  your  help ;  for  west  nor 

eest  (451) 

Ne  sey  I  never  er  now  no  brid  ne  beest 
That  ferdo  with  him-self  so  pitously.    461 
Ye  slee  me  with  your  sorwe,  verraily ; 
I  have  of  yow  so  gret  compassioun. 
For  goddes  love,  com  fro  the  tree  adoun ; 
And,  as  I  am  a  kinges  doghter  trewe,  465 
If  that  I  verraily  the  cause  knewe 
Of  your  disese,  if  it  lay  in  my  might, 
I  woldo  amende  it,  er  that  it  were  night. 
As  wisly  helpe  mo  gret  god  of  kinde !  (461) 
And  herbos  shal  I  right  y-nowe  y-finde 
To  hele  with  your  hurtes  hastily.'  471 

Tho  shrighte  this  faucon  more  pitonsly 
Than  ever  she  dide,  and  fil  to  groonde 

anoon, 
And  lyth  aswowne,  deed,  and  lyk  a  stoon, 
Til  Canacee  hath  in  hir  lappe  hir  take  475 
Un-to  the  tyme  she  gan  of  swough  awake. 
And,  after  that  she  of  hir  swough  gan 

brcyde. 
Bight  in  hir    haukes    ledene  thus   she 

seyde :—  (470) 

'  That  pitee  renneth  sone  in  gentil  herte, 
Feling  his  similitude  in  peynessmert^,  480 
Is  proved  al-day,  as  men  may  it  see, 
As  wel  by  werk  as  by  auctoritee ; 
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For  gentil  herte  kythetli  gentillesse. 
I  see  wel,  that  ye  han  of  zdj  distreflse 
Ck>inpaa8ioiin,  xny  faire  Cunacee,  485 

Of  verray  womiuAnly  beni^^tee 
That  nature  in  your  principles  hath  set. 
But  for  non  hope  for  to  Iktre  the  bet,  (480) 
Bat  for  to  obeye  un-to  your  herte  free, 
And  for  to  makon  other  be  war  by  me, 
As  by  the  whelp  chusted  is  the  leoun,  491 
Biffht  for  that  oaoae  aud  that  condosioan, 
\Vhyl  that  I  have  a  leyserand  a  space, 
3lyu  harm  I  wol  confessen,  er  I  puce.' 
And  over,  whyl  that  oon  htr  sorwe  toldo, 
That  other  weep,  as  she  to  water  wolde, 
Til  that  the  faucon  bad  hir  to  be  still* ; 
And,  with  a  syk,  right  thus  she  seyde  hir 

wille.  (4911)  498 

^Ther  I  was  bred  (alias!  that  harde 

dayJ) 
And  fostred  in  a  roche  of  marbul  gray 
So  tendrely,  that  nothing  oyled  me,      501 
I  niste  nat  what  was  adversitee^ 
Til  I  coude  flee  ful  hye  under  the  sky. 
Tho  dwelte  a  tercolet  me  fuste  by. 
That  semod  welle  of  alle  gontillesse  ;    505 
Al  were  he  ful  of  treson  and  falsnesse. 
It  was  so  wrapped  under  humble  chore, 
And  under  hewe  of  trouthe    in   swich 

manoro,  (500) 

Under  plcsance,  and  under  bisy  peyne. 
That  no  wight  coude  han  wend  he  coude 

fejrne,  510 

So  dope  in  greyn  he  dyed  his  coloures. 
Right  as  a  serpent  hit  him  under  floures 
Til  he  may  seen  his  tyme  for  to  byte. 
Bight  so  this  god  of  love,  this  ypocryte, 
I>oth  so  his  cerimouies  and  obeisannces. 
And  kepeth  in  semblant  alle  his  obser- 
vances 516 
That  sowneth  in-to  gentillesse  of  love. 
As  in  a  toumbe  is  al  the  faire  above,  (510) 
And  under  is  the  corps,  swich  as  ye  woofc, 
Swich  was  this  ypocryte,  bothe  cold  and 

hoot,  520 

And  in  this  wyso  he  served  his  entente. 
That  (save  the  feend)  non  wiste  what  he 

mente. 
Til  he  so  longe  had  wopen  and   com- 

pleyned. 
And  many  a  yeer  his  service  to  me  feyned. 
Til  that  myn  herte,  to  pitous  and  to  nyce, 


Al  innocent  of  his  crouned  malice,       526 
For'fered  of  his  deeth,  asthoughte  me, 
Upon  his  othes  and  his  seuretee,         (5^0) 
Graunted  him  love,  on  this  condicioun, 
That  evermore  myn  honour  and  renoun 
Were  saved,  hothe  privee  and  ape  it ;   531 
This  is  to  seyn,  that,  af^r  his  desert, 
I  yaf  him  al  myn   herte  and   ul   my 

thoght — 
God  woot  and  he,  that  otherwyse  noght — 
And  took  his  herte  in  chaunge  for  myn 

for  *y.  535 

But  sooth  is  seyd,  gon  sithen  many  a  day, 

"  A  trew  wight  and  a  theef  thenken  nat 


ti 


oon.' 
And,  whan  he  saugh  the  thing  so  fer 

y-goon,  (530) 

That  I  had  graunted  him  fully  my  love. 
In  swich  a  gyse  as  I  have  seyd  above,  54U 
And  yeveu  him  my  trewe  herte,  as  free 
As  he  swoor  he  his  herte  yaf  to  mo ; 
Anon  tills  tygre,  i\il  of  doublenesse, 
FlI  on  his  knees  with  so  devout  hum- 

blesse. 
With  so  heigh  re^'erenco,  and,  as  by  his 

chere,  545 

So  lyk  a  gentil  lovere  of  manere, 
So  ravisshed,  as  it  semed,  for  the  joye, 
That  never  Jason,  ne  Faiys  of  Troye,  (540) 
Jason  ?  certes,  ne  non  other  man, 
Sin  Lameth  was,  that  alderfirst  bigan  550 
To  loven  two,  as  writen  folk  bifom, 
Ke  never,  sin  the  firste  man  was  born. 
Ne  coude  man,  by  twenty  thousand  part, 
Count refete  the  sophimes  of  his  art ; 
Ne  were  worthy  uubokele  his  galoche,  555 
Ther  doublenesse  or  feyning  sholde  ap- 

proohe, 
Xe  BO  conda  thanke  a  wight  as  he  did  me ! 
His  manor  was  an  heven  for  to  see     (550) 
Til  any  womman,  were   she    never  so 

wys; 
Sopeynted  he  and  kembde  at  point-devys 
As  wel  his  wordes  as  his  oontenaunce.  561 
And  I  BO  lovedo  him  for  his  obeisaunco, 
And  for  the  trouthe  I  demed  in  his  hert«, 
That,  if  so  were  that    any  thing    him 

smerte, 
Al  were  it  never  so  lyte,  and  I  it  wiste,  565 
Me  thoughte,  I  felte  deeth  myn  herte 

twiste. 
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And  shortly,  so  ferforth  this  thing  is 
went,  (559) 

That  my  wil  was  his  willes  instrument ; 
This  is  to  sejrn,  my  wil  obeyed  hia  wil 
In  alle  thing^^  as  fer  as  reson  fil,  570 

Keping  the  boundes  of  my  worship  ever. 
No  never  haddo  I  thing  so  leef,  no  lever. 
As  him,  god  woot !  ne  never  shal  na-mo. 
This  lasteth  longer  than  a  yeer  or  two. 
That  I  supposed  of  him  noght  but  good. 
But  fynally,  thus  atte  laste  it  stood,     576 
That  fortune  wolde  that  ho  moste  twinne 
Out  of  that  place  which  that  I  was  inne. 
Wher  me  was  wo,  that  is  no  questioun ; 
I  can  nat  make  of  it  discripcioun  ;        58a 
For  o  thing  dar  I  tellen  boldely,  (573) 

I  knowe  what  is  the  peyne  of  deth  thor-by ; 
Swich  harm  I  felte  for  he  ne  mighte 

bileve. 
So  on  a  day  of  me  he  took  his  leve, 
So  sorwefully  eek,  that  I  wende  verraily 
Tliat  he  had  felt  as  muche  harm  as  I,  586 
Whan  that  I  herde  him  speke,  and  saugh 

his  hewe.  (579) 

But  nathelees,  I  though  to  he  was  so  trewe^ 
And  eek  that  ho  repaire  sholde  ageyn 
With-inne  a  litel  whyle,  sooth  to  seyn ;  590 
And  reson  wolde  eek  that  ho  moste  go 
For  his  honour,  as  ofto  it  happeth  so^ 
That  I  mado  vertu  of  necessitee. 
And  took  it  wcl,  sin  that  it  moste  be. 
As  I  best  mighte,  I  hidde  fro  him  my 

sorwe,  595 

And  took  him  by  the  hond,  soint  John  to 

borwc, 
And  seydo  him  thus  :  "  lo,  I  am  youres  al ; 
Both  swich  AS  I  to  yow  have  boon,  and 

shaL"  (590) 

Wliat  he  answerde,  it  nedeth  noght  re- 

herce, 
Who  can  sey  bet  than  he,  who  can  do 

werso  ?  600 

^N'han  he  hath  al  wel  seyd,  thanne  hath 

ho  doon. 
"  Therfor  bihoveth  him  a  ful  long  spoon 
That  shal  cte  with  a  feend,"  thus  herde 

I  scye. 
So  atto  lasto  he  moste  forth  his  weye» 
And  forth  ho  fleeth,  til  he  cam  thor  him 

leste.  605 

Whan  it  cam  him  to  purpos  for  to  resto, 


I  trowe  he  hadde  thiike  text  iu  minde. 
That  ^^  alle  thing,  repeiring  to  his  kinds, 
Gladeth  himnsclf ";  thus  seyn  men,  as  I 

gesse ;  (601) 

Men  loven  of  propre  kindo  newfangel- 

nesse,  610 

As  briddes  doon  that  men  in  cages  fede. 
For  though  thou  night  and  day  take  of 

hem  hede, 
And  strawe  hir  cago  faire  and  softe  as 

silk. 
And  yeve  hem  sugre^  hony,  breed  and 

milk. 
Yet  right  anon,  as  that  his  dore  is  uppe. 
He  with  his  feet  wol  spume  adoon  his 

cuppe,  616 

And  to  tho  wode  ho  wol  and  wormes  ete ; 
So  newefangel  been  they  of  hir  mete,  (610) 
And  loven  noveliyes  of  propre  kinde ; 
No  gentillesae  of  blood  [ne]  may  hem 

binde.  620 

So  ferde  this  tercelet,  alias  the  day ! 
Though  he  wore  gentil  bom,  and  fresh 

and  gay. 
And  goodly  for  to  seen^  and  humble  and 

free^ 
He  saugh  up-on  a  tyme  a  kyte  flee, 
And  sodeynly  he  loved  this  kyte  so,      625 
That  al  hia  love  is  clone  fro  me  ago. 
And  hath  his  trouthe  falsed  in  this  wyae ; 
Thus  hath  the  kyte  my  love  in  hir  ser- 

Tyse,  (6ao) 

And  I  am  lorn  with-outen  remedye ! ' 
And  with  that  word  this  faucon  gan  to 

crye,  630 

And  swowned  eft  in  Canace€s  barme. 
Greet  was  the  sorwe,  for  the  haukes 

harme^ 
Tliat  Canacoo  and  alio  hir  wommen  made ; 
Tliey  niste  how  they  mighte  the  faucon 

glade.  634 

But  Canacee  hom  bereth  hir  in  hir  lappe, 
And  sofbely  in  piastres  gan  hir  wrappe, 
Ther  as  she  with  hir  beek  had  hurt  hir- 

selve.  (639) 

Now  can  nat  Canacee  but  herbes  delve 
Out  of  the  grounde,  and   make  salves 

newe 
Of  herbes  precious,  and  fyne  of  hewe,  640 
To  helen  with  this  hauk ;  fro  day  to  night 
She  dooth  hir  bisiuesse  and  al  hir  might. 
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And  by  hir  beddes  hoed  she  made  a  mewe, 

And  covered  it  with  velnfittes  blewe, 

In  eigne  of  tronthe  that  iB  in  wommen 

sene.  645 

And  al  with-onte,  the  mewe  ia  peynted 

grene, 
In  which  were  peynted  alle  thise  false 

foules,  (639) 

As  both  thise  tidifs,  tercelots,  and  onles, 
Sight  for  despyt  were  peynted  hem  bi«yde, 
And  pyes,  on  hem  for  to  crye  and  chyde. 
Thus  lete  I  Canaoee  hir  hank  keping ; 
I  wcl  na-more  as  now  speke  of  hir  ring, 
Til  it  come  eft  to  porpos  for  to  seyn 
How  that  this  faucon  gat  hir  love  ageyn 
Repentant,  as  the  storie  telleth  ns,       655 
By  mediaoionn  of  Cambalns, 
The  kinges  sone,  of  whiche  I  yow  tolde. 
Bat  hcnnes-forth  I  wol  my  proces  holde 
To  speke  of  aventnres  and  of  batailles, 
That  never  yet  was  herd  so  grete  mer- 

vailles.  (652)  660 

First  wol  I  telle  yow  of  Cambinskan, 
That  in  his  tyme  many  a  citee  wan ; 
And  after  wol  I  speke  of  Algarsyf, 
How  that  he  wan  Theodora  to  his  wyf, 
For  whom  fol  ofte  in  greet  peril  he  was, 
Ne  hadde  he  ben  holi>en  by  the  stede  of 

bras;  666 

And  after  wol  I  speke  of  Cambalo, 
That  fanght  in  listes  with  the  bretheren 

two  (660) 

For  Canacee,  er  that  he  mighte  hir  winno. 
And  ther  I  lefbe  I  wol  ageyn  biginne.  670 
Explicit  secnnda  pars. 

Inciplt  pars  tercia. 
Appollo  whirleth  np  his  char  so  hye. 

Til  that  the  god   MoroarinB   hous   the 
slye—  [T.  om. 

(Unfinished.) 

Here  folwen  the  wordes  of  the  Frankelin 
to  the  Sqnier,  and  the  wordes  of  the 
Host  to  the  Frankelin. 

*In  feith,  Sqnier,  thou  hast   thee  wel 
y-quit, 


And  gentUly  I  preiso  wel  thy  wit,' 

Qaod  the  Frankeleyn,  'considering  thy 

youthe,  675 

So  feelingly  thou  spekest,   sir,  I  allow 

the! 
As  to  my  doom,  there  is  non  thnt  is 

here 
Of  eloquence  that  shal  be  thy  pcre, 
If  that  thou  live ;   god  yeve  tliee  good 

chaonce,  679 

And  in  vertn  sonde  thee  continnannco ! 
For  of  thy  spoche  I  have  greet  deyntec. 
I  have  a  sone,  and,  by  the  Trinitee,     (10) 
I  hadde  lever  than  twenty  pound  wortli 

lond, 
Thongh  it  right  now  were  fallon  in  myii 

hond, 
He  were  a  man  of  swich  discrecionu    f>K5 
As  that  ye  been  !  fy  on  possessioun 
But-if  a  man  bo  vertuous  with-aL 
I  have  my  sone  snibbod,  and  yet  shal, 
For  he  to  vertu  listeth  nat  entende ; 
But  for  to  pleyo  at  does,  and  to  despende. 
And  lese  al  that  he  hath,  is  his  usage.  6c;  1 
And  he  hath  lever  talken  with  a  pagc.^oj 
Than  to  comune  with  any  gentil  wight 
Ther  he  mighte  leme  gentillesse  aright.' 

*  Straw  for  your  gentillesse,'  quod  oiir 

host ;  rx?5 

*  What,  frankele3m  ?  pardee,  sir,  wcl  thou 

west 
That  echo  of  yow  mot  tellen  atte  leste 
A  tale  or  two,  or  broken  his  bihestc/ 
*That    knowe    I  wel,    sir,'  quod    the 

frankeleyn ; 
'  I  prey  yow,  haveth  me  nat  in  de8de.>ni 
Though  to  this  man  I  speke  a  wonl  or 

two.'  701 

*  Telle  on  thy  tale  with-outen  wordes 

mo.'  (30) 

*  Gladly,  sir  host,'  quod  he,  *  I  wol  obeye 
Un-to   your    wil;    now   herkneth  what 

I  soye. 
I  wol  yow  nat  contrarien  in  no  wyse    705 
As  fer  as  that  my  wittes  wol  suiSyse ; 
I  prey  to  god  that  it  may  plesen  yow, 
Than  woot  I  wel  that  it  is  good  y-now.' 
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THE    FRANKLIN'S    PROLOGUE. 


The  Prologe  of  the  Frankelesrns  Tale. 


Tiiisis  olde  gontil  Britons  in  hir  dayes 
Of  diverse  aventnres  madon  layes,        710 
Rymoyod  in  hir  firste  Briton  tonge  ; 
Which  layes  with  hir  instnunents  they 
songe,  (40) 

Or  elles  redden  hem  for  hir  plesannce ; 
And  oon  of  hem  have  I  in  remembrannce, 
'VMiich  I  shal  seyn  with  good  wil  as  I 
can.  715 

Bat,  sires,  by-cause  I  am  a  borel  man, 
At  my  biginning  first  I  yow  biseche 
Have  me  excused  of  my  rude  speche ; 


I  lemed  never  rethoryk  certeyn ; 

Thing  that  I  speke,  it  moot  be  bare  and 

pleyn.  720 

I  sleep  never  on  the  mount  of  Pemaso, 
Ne  lemed  Marcus  Tullius  Cithero.       (.V>) 
Colours  ne   knowe  I   none,  with-onton 

drede, 
But  swiche  colours  as  growen  in  the  made,     y 
Or  olles  swiche  as  men  dye  or  peynte.  725 
Colours  of  rethoryk  ben  me  to  queynte ; 
My  spirit  fclcth  noght  of  swich  matere. 
But  if  yow  list,  my  tale  shul  ye  here. 


THE    FRANKELEYNS    TALE. 


Here  biginneth  the  Frankeleyns  Tale. 


In  Armorik,  that  called  is  Britayne, 
Thor  was  a  knight  that  loved  and  dide 

his  payne  730 

To  serve  a  lady  in  his  beste  wyse ; 
And  many  a  labour,  many  a  greet  erapryse 
He  for  his  lady  wroghte,  er  she  were 

wonne. 
For  she  was  oon,  the  faireste  under  sonne, 
And  ock  therto  come  of  so  heigh  kinrede, 
TImt  wol  unncthes  dorste  this  knight,  for 

drede,  736 

Telle    hir    his  wo,  his  peyne,  and   his 

distresso. 
But  atto  laste,  she,  for  his  worthinesse,  (10) 
And  namely  for  his  meke  obcys-iunce, 
ilath  swich  a  pitee  caught  of  his  pen- 
unce,  74<> 


That  prively  she  fll  of  his  accord 

To  take  him  for  hir  housbonde  and  hir 

lord, 
Of  swich  lordshipe  as  men  han  over  hir 

wyves; 
And  for  to  lede  the  more  in  blisse  hir 

lyves,  744 

Of  his  free  wil  he  swoor  hir  as  a  knight. 
That  never   in  al  his    lyf  he,  day  ne 

night, 
No  sholde  ux)-on  him  take  no  maistrye 
Agayn  hir  wil,  no  kythe  hir  jalouifye,  (ao) 
But  hir  obcye,  and  folwe  hir  wil  in  al 
As  any  lovcre  to  his  lady  shal ;  750 

Save  that  the  name  of  soveraynetee. 
That  wolde  he  have  for  shame  of  his 

d^greeL 
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She  tliaxiked  him,  and  "with  ful  greet 

hnmhlegse 
She  seyde,  *  aire,  sith  of  yonr  gentilleMe 
Ye  profre  me  to  have  so  largo  a  reyne,  755 
Ne  wolde  never  god  bitwixe  ns  twoyne, 
As  in  my  gilt,  were  onther  werre  or  stryf. 
Sir,  I  wol  be  your  hnmblo  trewe  wyf,  (30) 
Have  heor  my  troixtho,  til  that  myn  herte 

breste.' 
Thus  been  they  botha  in  qniete  and  in 

reste.  760 

For  o  thing,  sires,  sanfly  dar  I  seye, 
That  frendcs  overioh  other  moot  obeye, 
If  they  wol  longe  holden  oompanye. 
Love  wol  nat  ben  oonstr^yned  by  mais- 

trye; 
Whan  maistrie  comth,  the  god  of  love 

anon  765 

Beteth  hise  winges,  and  fSsurewel!  he  is 

goni 
Love  is  a  thing  as  any  spirit  free ; 
Wommen  of  kinde  desiron  libertee,     (40) 
And  nat  to  ben  oonstreyned  as  a  thral ; 
And  so  don  men,  if  I  soth  seyen  shal.  770 
Loke  who  that  is  most  pacient  in  love. 
He  is  at  his  a  vantage  al  above. 
Pacience  is  an  heigh  verta  certeyn ; 
For  it  venqnisseth,  as  thise  clerkes  seyn, 
Thinges  that  rigour  sholde  never  atteyne. 
For  every  word  men  ma^  nat  chyde  or 

pleyno.  776 

Lemeth  to  snffre,  or  elles,  sd  moot  I  goon. 
Ye  shnl  it  leme,  wher-so  yo  wole  or  noon. 
For  in  this  world,  oertein,  ther  no  wight 

is,  (51) 

That  he  ne  dooth  or  seith  som4(yme  amis. 
Ire,  siknesse,  or  constellacionn,  781 

Wyn,  wo,  or  chaongingo  of  complexioun 
Caosoth  fol  ofto  to  doon  amis  or  apeken. 
On  every  wrong  a  man  may  nat  be  wreken ; 
After  the  tjrmo,  moete  be  tcmi>erannce  785 
To  every  wight  that  can  on  govemannco. 
And   therfore   hath   this   wyse  worthy 

knight, 
To  live  in  ese,  snffrance  hir  bihight,    (60) 
And  she  to  him  ful  wisly  gan  to  swere 
That  never  sholde  thor  be  defkuto  in  here. 
Heor  may  men  seen  an  humble  wys 

accord;  791 

Thus  hath  she  take  hir  servant  and  hir 

lord, 


Servant  in  love,  and  lord  in  manage ; 
Than   was    he    bothe    in   lordship    and 

servago; 
Servage  ?  nay,  but  in  lordshipe  above,  795 
Sith  he  hath  bothe  his  lady  and  his  love ; 
His  lady,  certes,  and  his  W3rf  also. 
The  which  that  lawe  of  love  acordcth  to. 
And  whan  he  was  in  tliis  prosperitee,  (71) 
Hoom  with    his  wyf  he    gooth    to   his 

contree,  800 

Nat  fer  fro  Penmark,  ther  his  dwelling 

was, 
Wher-as  he  liveth  in  blisse  and  in  solas. 
Who  c^ude  telle,  but  he  had  wedded  be, 
The  joye,  the  ese,  and  the  prosperitee 
That  is  bitwixe  an  housbonde  and  his  wyf? 
A  yeer  and  more  lasted  this  blisful  lyf,  806 
TU  that  the  knight  of  which  I  speke  of 

thus. 
That  of  Elayrrud  was  cleped  Arveragus,  (8n) 
Shoop  him  to  goon,  and  dweUe  a  yeer  or 

twejme 
In  Engelond,  that  cleped  was  eok  Briteyne, 
To  seke  in  armes  worship  and  honour ;  81 1 
For  al  his  lust  he  sette  in  swich  labour ; 
And  dwelled  ther  two  yeer,  the  book  seith 

thus. 
Now  wol  I  stinte  of  this  Arveragus, 
And  spekon  I  wole  of  Dorigene  his  -wyf,  8 15 
That  loveth  hir  housbonde  as  hir  hertes 

Ivf. 
For  his  absence  wepeth  she  and  syketh, 
As  doon  thise  noble  wyvos  whan  hem 

lyketh.  (90) 

She  moometh,  waketh,  waylcth,  fasteth, 

pleyneth ;  819 

Desyr  of  his  presence  hir  so  distreyneth, 
That  al  this  wydo  world  she  sette  at  noght. 
Hir  frendes,  whicha  that  knewe  hir  hevy 

thoght, 
Conforten  hir  in  al  that  ever  they  may ; 
They  prechcn  hir,  they  telle  hir  night 

and  day, 
That  causelees  she  sleeth  hir-aelf,  alias !  825 
And  every  confort  possible  in  this  oas 
They  doon  to  hir  with  al  hir  bisinesse, 
Al  for  to  make  hir  leve  hir  hevinesse.  (100) 

By  proces,  as  ye  knowen  everiohoon, 
Men  may  so  longe  graven  in  a  stoon,   830 
Til  som  figure  ther-inne  empronted  bo. 
So  longe  han  they  confortod  hir,  tU  she 
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Beccyved  hath,  by  hope  and  by  resonn, 
Th'emprentinf?  of  hir  oonsolacionn,       834 
Thurgh  which  hir  grete  sorwe  gan  aswage ; 
She  may  nat  alwey  duren  in  Bwich  rage. 

And  00k  Arvemgns,  in  al  this  care, 

Hath  sent  hir  lettrea  hoom  of  hia  welfare, 

And  that  he  wol  come  hastily  agayn ;  (11 1} 

Or  ellos  hadde  this  sorwe  hir  horte  slayn. 

Hir  freendes  sawe  hir  sorwe  gan  to 

slake,  841 

And  preyedo  hir  on  knees,  for  goddes 

sake, 
To  come  and  romen  hir  in  oompanye, 
Awey  to  dryve  hir  derke  fanta^ye. 
And  finally,  she  graanted  that  reqneste ; 
For  wel  she  saugh  that  it  was  for  the 

besto.  (118)  &|6 

Now  stood  hir  castel  faste  by  the  see, 
And  often  with  hir  freendes  walketh  she 
Hir  to  disporte  np-on  the  bank  an  heigh, 
Whcr-as  she  many  a  ship  and  barge  seigh 
Seilinge  hir  conrs,  wher-as  hem  liste  go ; 
Bnt  than  was  that  a  parcel  of  hir  wo. 
For  to  hir-self  fal  ofte  '  alias ! '  seith  she, 
'  Is  ther  no  ship,  of  so  manye  as  I  see, 
Wol  bringen  horn  my  lord  ?   than  were 

myn  herte "  855 

A I  warisshed  of  his  bittre  peynes  smerto.* 

Another  tyme  ther  wolde  she  sitte  and 

thinke, 
And  cast«  hir  eyen  doimward  fro  the 

brinke.  (130) 

Bat  whan  she  sangh  the  grisly  rokkes 

blake, 
For  vcrray  fero  so  wolde  hir  herte  quake, 
Tliat  on  hir  feet  she  mights  hir  noght 

Bustene.  861 

Tlinn  wolde  she  sitte  adonn  npon  the 

grone, 
And  pitously  in-to  the  see  biholde. 
And  se^ii  right  thus,  with  sorwefnl  oyktt 

colde : 
'  Eterne  god,  that  thnrgh  thy  porv^- 

aance  S65 

J^dcst  the  world  by  certein  govemannce. 
In  ydel,  as  men  seyn,  ye  no-thing  make ; 
But,  lord,  thise    grisly  feendly   rokkes 

blake,  (140) 

That  semen  rather  a  fool  confnsionn 
Of  werk  than  any  fair  creacioon  870 

Of  swich  a  parfit  wys  god  and  a  itable, 


Why  han  ye  wroght  this  werk  nnreson- 

able? 
For  by  this  werk,  sonth,  north,  ne  west, 

ne  eest, 
Ther  nis  y-fostred  man,  ne  brid,  ne  bcest ; 
It  dooth  no  good,  to  my  wit,  but  anoyetli. 
See    ye    nat,    lord,    how    mankinde    it 

destroyeth  ?  876 

An  hundred  thousand  bodies  of  mankinde 
Han  rokkes  slayn,  al  be  they  nat  in  minde, 
Which  mankinde  is  so  fair  part  of  thy 

werk  (151) 

That  thou  it  madest  lyk  to  thyn  owene 

merk.  880 

Than  semed  it  ye  hadde  a  greet  chiertee 
Toward  mankinde;   but  how  than  may 

it  be 
That  ye  swiche  menes  make  it  to  de- 

stroyen, 
Whiche  menes    do   no  good,  but    ever 

anoyen? 
I  woot  wel  derkes  wol    seyn,  as  hem 

leste,  885 

By  arguments,  that  al  is  for  the  beste, 
Though  I  no  can  the  causes  nat  y-knowo. 
But  thilke  god,  that  made  wind  to  blowe. 
As  kepo  my  lord !  this  my  condusioun  ; 
To  clerkes  lete  I  al  disputisoun.    (i6i)  890 
But  wolde  god  that  alle  thise  rokkes  blake 
Were  sonken  in-to  helle  for  his  sake ! 
Thise  rokkes  sleen  myn  herte  for  the  fere.* 
Thus  wolde  she  seyn,  with  many  a  pitous 

tero. 
Hir  freendes  sawe  that  it  was  no  disport 
To  romen  by  the  see,  but  disconfort ;    896 
And  shopen  for  to  pleyen  somwher  ellcs. 
They  leden  hir  by  rivcres  and  by  welles, 
And  eck  in  othere  places  delitables ;  (171) 
They  dauncen,  and  they  pleyen  at  ches 

and  tables.  900 

So  on  a  day,  right  in  the  morwe-tyde, 
Un-to  a  gardin  that  was  ther  bisyde. 
In  which  that  they  had  maad  hir  ordin- 

aunce 
Of  vitaille  and  of  other  purveyaunce, 
They  goon  and  pleye  hem  al  the  longe 

day.  905 

And  this  was  on  the  sixte  morwe  of  May, 
Which  May  had  peynted  with  his  softe 

shoures 
This  gardin  ful  of  level  and  of  floores;  (180) 
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And  craft  of  mannes  hand  so  curiously 
Arrayed  hadde  this  gardin,  trewely,    910 
That  never  was  ther  gardin  of  swich  prys, 
Bat-if  it  were  the  verray  parodys. 
Th'  odour  of  floures  and  the  fresshe  sighte 
Woldo  han  maad  any  herte  for  to  lighte 
That  over  was  bom,  but-if  to  gret  sik- 

nesso,  9:5 

Or  to  gret  sorwe  helde  it  in  distresse ; 
So  ful  it  was  of  Ijeantoe  with  plesaunoe. 
At-aitcr  diner  gonne  they  to  daunco,  (190) 
And  singe  also,  save  Dorigcn  ollone, 
Which  made  alwoy  hir  comiiloint  and  hir 

mone ;  920 

Por  she  ne  saugh  him  on  the  daunce  go, 
That  was  hir  housbonde  and  hir  lovo  also. 
But  natholoes  she  moste  a  tyme  abyde, 
And  with  good  hope  lete  hir  sorwe  slyde. 
Up-on  this  daunce,  amonges  othere  men, 
Daunced  a  squyor  biforen  Dorigen,      936 
That  fressher  was  and  jolyer  of  array, 
As  to  my  doom,  than  is  the  monthe  of 

May.  (aoo) 

He  singeth,  daunceth,  passinge  any  man 
That  is,  or  was,  sith  that  the  world  bigan. 
Ther-with  he  was,  if  men  sholde  him 

disciyvo,  931 

Oon  of  the  besto  faringe  man  on-lyve ; 
Yong,  strong,  right  vertuous,  and  rioho 

and  wys, 
And  wel  biloved,  and  holden  in  gret  prys. 
And  shortly,  if  the  sotho  I  tellen  shal,  935 
L'nwiting  of  this  Dorigon  at  al. 
This  lusty  squyer,  servant  to  Venus, 
"Which  that  y-cleped  was  Aurelius,     (210) 
Had  loved  hir  best  of  any  creature 
Two  yeer  and  more,  as  wajs  his  avonturo, 
But  never  dorste  ho  telle  hir  his  gre- 

N'anncc;  941 

With-outcn  copx>o  he  drank  al  his  i>cn- 

aunce. 
Ho  wtis  despeyred,  no-thing  dorste  he  sejre. 
Save  in  his  songes  somwhat  wolde  he  wreye 
His  wo,  as  in  a  general  compleyning ;  945 
He  seyde  he  lovede,  and  was  biloved  no- 
thing. (318) 
Of  swich  matcro  made  ho  manye  layes. 
Bongos,  compleintes,  roundels,  virelayes, 
How  that  ho  dorste  nat  his  sorwe  telle. 
But  languissheth,  as  a  fnrie  dootli  in  hello ; 
And  dyo  he  most«,  he  seyde,  as  dide  Ekko 


For  Narcisus,  that  dorste  nat  teUe  hir  wo. 
In  other  manere  than  ye  here  me  seye, 
Ne  dorste  he  nat  to  hir  his  wo  biwreye ; 
Save    that,    paraventure,    som-tj-me   at 
daunces,  955 

Ther  yongo  folk  kepen  hir  observaunces. 
It  may  wel  be  he  loked  on  hir  face 
In  swich  a  wyse,  as  man  that  asketh  grace ; 
But  no-thing  wisto  she  of  his  entente.  (331) 
Nathelees,  it  happed,  er  they  thennes 
wente,  960 

By-cause  that  ho  was  hir  neighebour. 
And  was  a  man  of  worship  and  honour, 
And  hadde  y-knowen  him  of  tyme  yore, 
They  fiUe  in  spoche ;  and  forth  more  and 

more 
Un-to  his  purpofl  drough  Aurelius,        965 
And  whan  he  saugh  his  tyme,  ho  seyde 
thus: 
*  Madame,'  quod  he,  *  by  god  that  this 
world  made. 
So  that  I  wiste  it  mighte    your  herte 
glade,  (240) 

I  wolde,  that  day  that  your  Arveragus 
Wente  over  the  see,  that  I,  Aurelius,  970 
Had  went  ther  never  I  sholde  have  come 

agayn; 
Por  wel  I  woot  my  service  is  in  vayn. 
My  guerdon  is  but  brcsting  of  myn  herte  ; 
Madame,  roweth  upon  my  peynes  smerto ; 
For  with  a  word  ye  may  me  slecn  or  save, 
Heer  at  your  feet  god  wolde  that  I  were 
grave !  976 

I  ne  have  as  now  no  leyser  more  to 

seye; 

Have  mercy,  swete,  or  ye  wol  do  me  deyc  !  * 

She  gan  to  loke  up-on  Aurelius :     (251) 

*  Is  this  your  wil,'  quod  she,  '  and  scy  3-0 

thus  ?  980 

Never  erst,*  quod  she,  'ne  wiste  I  what 

ye  mente. 
But  now,  Aurelle,  I  knowe  your  entente, 
By  thilke  god  that  yaf  mo  sonle  and  lyf, 
Ne  shal  I  never  been  untrewe  wyf       984 
In  word  no  werk,  as  for  as  I  have  wit : 
I  wol  l>Gn  his  to  whom  that  I  am  knit ; 
Tak  this  for  fynal  answer  as  of  mo.' 
But  oftor  that  in  pley  thus  seyde  she :  (260) 
'Aurclie,'  quod  she,   'by  heighe  god 
above,  989 

Yet  wolde  I  graunte  y ow  to  been  your  lovo, 
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Sin  1 70W  Bee  so  pitocuily  oomplayne ; 
Loke  what  day  that,  endelong  Britayne, 
Yeremoeve  alia  the  rokkee^Btoonbystoon, 
That  they  ne  lette  ship  ne  boot  to  goon — 
I  seye,  whan  ye  han  maad  the  oooet  so 

clene  995 

Of  rokkes,  thai  ther  nis  no  stoon  y-sene. 
Than  wol  I  love  yow  best  of  any  man ; 
Have  heer  my  troathe  in  al  that  ever  I 

can.'  (370) 

*  Is  ther  non  other  grace  in  yow  ? '  qiiod  he. 

*  No,  by  that  lord,'  qaod  she,  *  that  maked 

me!  1000 

For  wel  I  woot  that  it  shal  never  bityde. 
Lat  swiche  folies  out  of  yoor  herte  slyde. 
What  deyntee  sholde  a  man  han  in  his  lyf 
For  to  go  love  another  mannes  vryf^ 
That  hath  hir  body  whan  so  that  him 

lyketh?'  10Q5 

AurelituB  fal  ofbe  sore  syketh  ; 
Wo  was  Aurelio,  whan  that  he  this  herde, 
And  with  a  sorwefol  herte  he  thus  an- 

swerde :  ('80) 

*  Madame,'  quod  he,  *  this  were  an  in- 
possible  !  1009 
Than  moot  I  dye  of  sodein  deth  horrible.' 
And  with  that  word  he  turned  him  anoon. 
Tho  come  hir  othere  freendes  many  oon, 
And  in  the  aleyes  romeden  np  and  donn, 
And  no-thing  wiste  of  this  conclnsioan, 
Bat  sodeinly  bigonne  revel  newe  1015 
Til  that  the  brighte  sonne  loste  his  hewe ; 
For  th'orisonte  hath  reft  the  sonne  his 

light ;  (289) 

This  is  as  mnoho  to  seye  as  it  was  night. 
And  hoom  they  goon  in  joye  and  in  solas, 
Save  only  wrecche  Aurelins,  alias  !  loao 
He  to  his  hous  is  goon  with  sorweAil  herte ; 
Ho  seeth  he  may  nat  fro  his  deeth  asterte. 
Him  semed  that  he  felte  his  herte  colde ; 
Up  to  the  hevene  his  handes  ho  gan  holde, 
And  on  his  knowes  bare  hosettehim  donn, 
And  in  his  raving  seyde  his  orisoon.  1026 
For  verray  wo  out  of  his  wit  he  breyde. 
Ho  niste  what  he  spak,  but  thus  he  s^de ; 
With  pitons  herte  his  pleynt  hath  he 

bigonne  (501) 

Un-to   the  goddcs,  and   first  nn-to  the 

Sonne :  lojo 

Ho  seyde,  *  AppoUo,  god  and  govemonr 
Of  eveiy  plaunte,  herbe,  tree  and  floor, 


That  yevest,  after  thy  deolinaoioon, 
To  eoh  of  hem  his  tyme  and  his  aesotm, 
As  thyn  herberwe  ohanngeth  lowe  or  hye. 
Lord  Fhebns,  oast  thy  meroiablo  yd    X036 
On  wrecche  Anrelie,  which  that  am  but 

lorn.  (309) 

Lo,  lord !  my  lady  hath  my  deeth  y-swom 
With-oute  gilt,  but  thy  benignitee      1039 
Upon  my  dedly  herte  have  som  pitee ! 
For  wel  I  woot,  lord  Phebns,  if  yow  lest, 
Te  may  me  helpen,  save  my  lady,  best. 
Kow  voncheth  sanf  that  I  may  yow  devyao 
How  that  I  may  been  holpe  and  in  what 

vryae.  1044 

Yoor  blisf\il  snster,  Lnoina  the  shene, 
That  of  the  see  is  chief  goddesse  and  qnene, 
Though  Neptunus  have  deitee  in  the  see, 
Yet  emperesse  aboven  him  is  she :      (330) 
Ye  knowen  wel,  lord,  that  right  as  hir 

deflyr  1049 

Is  to  be  quiked  and  lightned  of  your  fyr. 
For  whioh  she  folweth  yow  ful  bisily. 
Bight  so  the  see  desyreth  naturelly 
To  folwen  hir,  as  she  that  is  goddesse 
Bothe  in  the  see  and  riveres  more  and 

lesse. 
Wherfore,  lord  Phebus,  this  is  my  re- 

queste —  1055 

Do  this  miracle,  or  do  myn  herte  breste-^ 
That  now,  next  at  this  opposicioun,   (329) 
Which  in  the  signe  shal  be  of  the  Leoun, 
As  preyeth  hir  so  greet  a  flood  to  bringe, 
That  fy ve  fadme  at  the  leeste  it  overspringe 
The  hyeste  rokke  in  Armorik  Britejme ; 
And  lat  this  flood  endure  yeres  tweyne ; 
Than  certes  to  my  lady  may  I  sejre : 
"Holdeth  your  hesto,  the  rokkes  been 

awoye."  1064 

Lord  Phebus,  dooth  this  miracle  for  me ; 
Preye  hir  she  go  no  faster  cours  than  ye ; 
I  soye,  preyeth  your  suster  that  she  go 
No  faster  cours  than  ye  thise  yeres  two. 
Than  shal  she  been  evene  atte  fulle  alway. 
And  spring-flood  laste  bothe  night  and 

day.  (34a)  1070 

And,  but  she  vouche-sauf  in  swiche  manere 
To  grannte  me  my  sovoreyn  lady  dere, 
Prey  hir  to  sinken  every  rok  adoun 
In-to  hir  owene  derke  regionn 
Under  the  ground,  ther  Pluto  dwelloth 

inne,  1075 
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Or  nover-Tno  Bhal  I  my  lady  winne. 
Thy  templo  in  Delphos  wol  I  bcirefoot  soke ; 
Lord  PhebnSf  see  the  teres  on  my  cheke, 
And  of  my  peyne  have  som  oompassionn.' 
And  with  that  word  in  swowne  he  fil 

adoun,  (352)  1080 

And  longe  tyme  ho  lay  forth  in  a  traonne. 

His  brother,  which  that  knew  of  his 

penannce, 
Up  canghte  him  and  to  bedde  he  hath 

him  broght. 
Dispe3rTed  in  this  torment  and  this  thoght  1 
Lete  I  this  wofal  creatnre  lye ;  1085  ! 

Cheso  he,  for  mc,  whether  he  wol  live  or  | 

dye. 
Arveragns,  with  hele  and  greet  hononr, 
As  he  that  was  of  chivalryo  the  floor,  (36c) 
Is  comen  hoom,  and  othere  worthy  men. 
O  blisfol  artow  now,  thou  Dorigcn,     icpo 
That  hast  thy  lusty  housbonde  in  thyno 

armos. 
The  fresshe  knight,  the  worthy  man  of 

armes. 
That  loveth  thee,  as  his  owene  hertes  lyf. 
No-thing  list  him  to  been  imaginatjrf 
If  any  wight  had  spoke,  whyl  he  was 

oute,  1095 

To  hire  of  love ;  ho  hadde  of  it  no  dontc. 
He  noght  Gntondotli  to  no  swich  matero. 
Bat  daunceth,  justcth,  maketh  hir  good 

chere ;  (370) 

And  thus  in  joye  and  blisso  I  lete  hem 

dwelle. 
And  of  the  syke  Aurclius  wol  I  telle,  iioo 

In  langonr  and  in  torment  furious 
Two  yoer  and  more  lay  wrecche  Aurelius, 
Er  any  foot  ho  mighte  on  erthe  goon ; 
Ne  confort  in  this  tyme  haddo  he  noon, 
Save  of  his  brother,  which  that  was  a  clerk ; 
He  knew  of  al  this  wo  and  al  this  work. 
For  to  non  other  creature  certeyn       1 107 
Of  this  matere  he  dorste  no  word  seyn. 
Under  his  brest  ho  bar  it  more  secree  (381) 
Than  ever  dide  Pamphilus  for  Galathee. 
His  brest  was  hool,  with-outo  for  to  sene. 
But  in  his  hcrte  ay  was  the  arwe  kene. 
And  wol  ye  knowe  that  of  a  sursanure 
In  surgerye  is  perilous  the  cure, 
But  men  mighte  touche  the  arwe,  or  come 
therby.  11 15 

His  brother  weep  and  waylcd  privcly, 


Til  atto  lasto  him  fll  in  remembraunce, 
That  whyl  he  was  at  Orliens  in  Fraunce, 
As  yonge  clerkes,  that  been  likerous  (391) 
To  reden  artes  that  been  curious,        1 120 
Seken  in  every  halke  and  every  heme 
Particuler  sciences  for  U>  Icrnc, 
He  him  remembred  that,  up<m  a  day. 
At  Orliens  in  studio  a  l)Ook  ho  say 
Of  magik  naturel,  which  his  folawe,  11^5 
That  was  that  tyme  a  bachelor  of  lawc, 
Al  were  he  ther  to  leme  another  craft. 
Had  prively  upon  his  desk  y>lafk ;      (400) 
Which  book  spak  muchol  of  the  opcra- 

ciouns, 
Touchinge  the  eighte  and  twenty  man- 

siouns  1 130 

That  longcn  to  the  mono,  and  swich  folye, 
As  in  our  dayes  is  nat  worth  a  flye ; 
For  holy  chirchos  foith  in  our  bileve 
No  suffroth  noon  illusion  us  to  greve. 
And  whan  this  book  was  in  his  remem- 
braunce, 1135 
Anon  for  joye  his  lierte  gan  to  dannce, 
And  to  him-self  he  seydo  prively  ; 
*  My  brother  shal  bo  warisshed  hastily ; 
For  I  am  siker  that  ther  be  sciences,  (411) 
By  whicho  men  make  diverse  apparenoes 
Swiche  as  thise  subtile  tregetouros  pleye. 
For  ofte  at  festes  have  I  wel  herd  seye. 
That  tregetours,  with-iune  an  hallo  largo. 
Have  maad  come  in  a  water  and  a  barge, 
And  in  the  halle  rowen  up  and  doun.  1 145 
Somtyme  hath  semed  come  a  gprim  leoun ; 
And  somtyme  floures  springe  as  in  a  medo ; 
Somtyme  a  vyne,  and  grapes  whyte  and 

rede ;  (4'o) 

Somtjrme  a  castel,  al  of  lym  and  stoon  ; 
And  whan  hem  lyked,  voyded  it  anoon. 
Thus  semed  it  to  every  mannes  sighte. 
Now  than  conclude  I  thus,  that  if  I 

mighte  115a 

At  Orliens  som  old  felawe  y-finde, 
That  hadde  this  mones  mansions  in  minde, 
Or  other  magik  naturel  above,  1 155 

He  sholde  wel  make  my  brother  han  his 

love. 
For  with    an    apparcnce    a  clerk  may 

make 
To  mannes  sighte,  that  alio  the  rokkcs 

blako  (430) 

Of  Britaigno  wercn  y-voydod  evorichon, 
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And  flhippes  by  tho   brinke  comen  and 

gon^  1 160 

And  in  swich  forme  endtire  a  day  or  two  ; 
Than  were  xny  brother  warisshed  of  hig 

wo. 
Than  moeto  she  nodes  holden  hir  biheste, 
Or  elles  he  shal  shame  hir  atte  leste.' 
What  sholde  I  make  a  longer  tale  of 

this?  1165 

Un-to  his  brotheros  bed  ho  comen  is, 
And  swich  confort  he  yaf  him  for  to  gon 
To  Orliens,  that  he  np  stirte  anon,     (440) 
And  on  his  woy  forthward  thanno  is  he 

fare. 
In  hope  for  to  ben  lissed  of  his  care.  1170 
Whan  they  were  come  almost  to  that 

citee, 
But-if  it  wero  a  two  furlong  or  three, 
A  yong  clerk  rominge  by  him-«elf  they 

mette, 
Wliich  that  in  Latin  thriftily  hem  grotto, 
And  after  that  ho  seydo  a  wonder  thing : 
'  I  knowe,'  qiiod  he,  '  tho  canso  of  3rour 

coming';  1176 

And  or  thoy  ferthor  any  fot«  wente,  (449) 

He  toldo  hem  al  that  was  in  hir  entente. 

This  Briton  clerk  him  askod  of  felawes 

The  whicho  that  he  had  knowe  in  olde 

dawes;  1180 

And  he  answerde  him  that  they  dede  were, 
For  which  he  woep  ful  ofte  many  a  tere. 
Bonn  of  his  hors  Aurcdius  lighte  anon, 
And  forth  with  this  magicion  is  he  gon 
Hoom  to  his  hous,  and  made  hem  wel  at 

ese.  1185 

Hem  lakked  no  vitaille  that  mighto  hem 

plese ; 
So  wel  arrayed  hons  as  ther  was  oon 
Anrelius  in  his  lyi'saugh  never  noon.  (460) 
He  shcw^ed  him,  cr  he  wento  to  sopeer, 
Forestes,  parkes  ful  of  wilde  doer ;       1 190 
Ther  saogh  he  hertes  with  hir  homes 

Tlie  gretteste  that  ever  wero  seyn  with  yfi. 
Ho  saugh  of  hem  an  hondred  8la3m  with 

houndos. 
And  somnio  with  arwos  bledo  of  bittre 

woundes. 
Ho  saugh,  wlian  voided  were  thise  wilde 

deer,  1195 

Thise  faaconors  npon  a  fair  river, 


That  with  hir  hankcs  han    tho  heron 

slayn. 
Tho  saugh  he  knightos  justing  in  a  playn ; 
And  after  this,  ho  dido  him  swich  pie- 

saunce,  (471) 

That  ho  him  shewed  his  lady  on  a  daunce 
On  which  him-self  he  daunced,  as  him 

though  to.  1 201 

And  whan  this  maister,  that  this  magik 

wroughte, 
Saugh  it  was  tymo,  he  clapte  his  handes 

two. 
And  farewel !  al  our  revel  was  ago. 
And  yet  remoeved  they  never  out  of  the 

houa,  1205 

Whyl  they  saugh  al  thissightemerveillous, 
But  in  his  studio,  ther-as  his  bookes  be, 
They  seten  stille,  and  no  wight  but  they 

three.  (480) 

To  him  this  maister  called  his  squyer. 
And  seydo  him  thus  :  *  is  redy  our  soper  ? 
Almost  an  houre  it  is,  I  undertake,     uii 
Sith  I  yow  bad  our  sopor  for  to  make. 
Whan  that  thise  worthy  men  wenten 

with  me 
In- to  my  studie,  ther-as  my  bookes  be.' 
'  Sire, '  quod  this  squyer, '  whan  it  lyketh 

yow,  iai5 

It  is  al  redy,  though  ye  wol  right  now.' 
*  Gk>  we  than  sonpe,'  quod  he,  *  as  for  the 

beste; 
This  amorous  folk  som-tyme  mote  han 

reste.'  (49o) 

At-after  soper  fille  they  in  tretee. 
What  somme  sholde  this  maistres  guer- 
don be,  1220 
To  remoeven  alio  the  rokkes  of  Britayne, 
And  eok  from  Goroundo  to  the  mouth  of 

Sayne. 
Ho  made  it  straunge,  and  swoor,  so  god 

him  save. 
Lasso  than  a  thousand  2>ound  ho  wolde 

nat  have, 
Ne  gladly  for  that  somme  he  wolde  nat 

goon.  122s 

Aurelius,  with  blisAil  herte  anoon, 
Answerde  thus,  *  fy  on  a  thousand  pound ! 
This  wyde  world,  which  that  men  seye  is 

round,  (500) 

I  wolde  it  yeve,  if  I  were  lord  of  it.     1229 
This  bargayn  is  ful  drive,  for  we  ben  knit, 
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Ye  Bhal  be  i>ayed  trewely,  by  my  trouthe ! 
But  loketh  now,   for   no  necllgenoe  or 

Blouthe, 
Ye  tarie  us  heer  no  longer  than  to-morwe.' 
*  Nay,'  qnod  this  clerk,  '  have  heer  my 

feith  to  borwew* 

To  bedde  is  goon  Anrelins  whan  him 

leste,  1235 

And  wel  ny  al  that  night  he  hadde  his 

reste;  (508) 

What  for  his  labour  and  his  hope  of  blisse. 

His  wofhl  herte  of  penaonoe  hadde  a  lisse. 

Upon  the  morwe,  whan  that  it  was  day. 

To  Britaigne  toke  they  the  righte  way,  1240 

Anrelius,  and  this  magicien  bis3rde. 

And  been  descended   th«r   they  wolde 

abyde ; 
And  this  was,  as  the  bokes  me  remembre. 
The  colde  frosty  seson  of  Decembre. 

Phebns  wex  old,  and  hewed  lyk  latoon. 
That  in  his  bote  declinacioun  1246 

Shoon  as  the  burned  gold  with  stremes 
brighte ;  (519) 

Bat  now  in  Capricorn  adoun  he  lighte, 
Wher-as  he  shoon  ful  pale,  I  dar  wel  seyn. 
The  bittre  frosts,  with  the  sleet  and  reyn, 
Destroyed  hath  the  grene  in  every  yerd. 
Janus  sit  by  the  fyr,  with  double  herd, 
And  drinkoth  of  his  bugle-horn  the  wyn. 
Bifom  him  stant  braun  of  the  tusked 
swyn,  1254 

And  *'  Nowol '  ciyeth  every  Vasty  man. 

Aurolius,  in  al  that  ever  he  can. 
Doth  to  hia  maister  chero  and  reverence. 
And  preyeth  him  to  doon  his  diligence 
To  bringen  him  out  of  his  peynes  smerte. 
Or  with  a  swerd  that  he  wolde  slitte  his 
herte>  (532)  1260 

This  subtU  clerk  swich  routhe  had  of 
this  man. 
That  night  and  day  he  spedde  him  that 

ho  can, 
To  wayto  a  tymo  of  his  conolusioun ; 
This  is  to  seye,  to  make  illusioun. 
By  swich  an  apparence  or  jogelryo,     1265 
I  ne  can  no  termes  of  astrologye. 
That  she  and  eveiy  wight  sholde  wene 
and  seye,  (539) 

That  of  Britaigne  the  rokkes  were  aweye. 
Or  elles  they  were  souken  under  gronnde. 
So  atte  laste  he  hath  his  tyme  y-foonde 


To  maken  his  japes  and  his  wreoched- 

neese  1371 

Of  SMrich  a  snperstioions  corsednesse. 
His  tables  Toletanes  forth  he  broght, 
Ful  wel  corrected,  ne  ther  lakked  noght, 
Neither  his  collect  ne  his  expans  yeres, 
Ne  his  rotes  ne  his  othere  geres,  1276 

As  been  his  centres  and  his  arguments, 
And  his  proporcionols  convenients     (550) 
For  his  equaciona  in  eveiy  thing. 
And,  by  his  eighte  spere  in  his  wirking. 
He  knew  fVil  wel  how  fer  Alnath  was 

shove  xa8i 

Fro  the  heed  of  thilke  fixe  Aries  above 
That  in  the  ninthe  speere  considered  is ; 
Fol  subtiUy  he  oalculod  al  this. 
Whan  he  had  founde  his  firste  man- 

■ioun,  iaf{5 

He  knew  the  remenant  by  proporcioun  ; 
And   knew  the    ar^'sing    of  his    mono 

weelf 
And  in  whos  facei^  and  terme,  and  every- 

deel;  (560) 

And  knew  ftd  weel  the  mones  mansioun 
Acordaunt  to  his  operacioun,  1290 

And  knew  also  his  othere  observaunces 
For  swiche  illusiouns  and  swiche  mes- 

chaunces 
As  hethen  folk  used  in  thilke  dayes ; 
For  which  no  longer  maked  he  delayes. 
Bat  thurgh  his  magik^  for  a  wyke  or 

tweye,  1295 

It  semed  tiiat  aUe  the  rokkes  were  aweye. 

Aurelius,  which  that  yet  despeired  is 
Wher  he  shal  han  his  love  or  faro  amis, 
Awaiteth  night  and  d^y  on  this  miracle ; 
And  whan  he  knew  that  ther  was  noon 

obstacle,  (572)  1300 

That  voided  were  thise  rokkes  everichon, 
Doun  to  his  maistres  feet  he  fil  anon. 
And  seyde,  *  I  woful  wrecche,  Aurolius, 
Thanke  yow,.  lord,  and  lady  myn  Venus, 
That  mo  han  hoi  pen  fro  my  cares  colde  :' 
And  to  the  temple  his  wey  forth  hath  he 

holdoy  1306 

Whcr-as  ho  know  ho  sholde  his  lady  see. 
And  whan  he  saugh  his  tymo,  anon-right 

ho,  (580) 

With  dredful  herte  and  with  ful  himiblo 

chore, 
Salowod  hath  his  sovereyn  lady  dere:  1310 
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*  My  righte  lady/  qnod  this  woAil  man, 
'  Whom  I  most  drede  and  lore  as  I  best 

can, 
And  lothest  were  of  al  tliis  iwmrld  displese, 
Kere  it  that  I  for  yow  have  swich  disese, 
That  I  moste  dyen  heer  at   yonr  foot 

anon,  1315 

Koght  wolde  I  t«lle  how  me  is  wo  bigon ; 
But  certes  onther  moste  I  dye  or  pleyne ; 
Ye  slee  me  giltelees  for  verray  pejnie.  (590) 
But  of  my  deeth,  thogh  that  ye  have  no 

ronthe, 
Avyseth    yow,  er   that    ye    breke   your 

trouthe.  1330 

Eepenteth  yow,  for  thilke  god  above, 
£r  ye  me  sleen  by-canse  that  I  yow  love. 
For,  madame,  wel  ye  woot  what  ye  ban 

bight; 
Nat  that  I  chalange  any  thing  of  right 
Of  yow  my  sovereyn  lady,  bnt  yonr  grace ; 
Bnt  in  a  gardin  yond,  at  swich  a  place, 
Ye  woot  right  wel  what  ye  bihighten  me ; 
And  in  myn  hand  your  tronthe  plighten 

ye  (600) 

To  love  me  best,  god  woot,  ye  sojrde  so, 
Al  be  that  I  unworthy  be  therta         1330 
Madame,  I  speke  it  for  the  hononr  of  yow. 
More  than  to  save  myn  hertes  lyf  right 

now; 
I  have  do  BO  as  ye  comanded  me ; 
And  if  ye  vouche-sanf,  ye  may  go  see. 
Doth  as  yow  list,  have  yonr  biheste  in 

minde,  1335 

For  quik  or  deed,  right  ther  ye  shnl  me 

iinde; 
In  yow  lyth  al,  to  do  me  live  or  dejre ; — 
But  wel  I  woot  the  rokkes  been  aweye ! ' 
He  taketh  his  leve,  and  she  astonied 

stood,  (611) 

In  al  hir  faco  nas  a  drope  of  blood ;     1340 
She  wonde  never  ban  come  in  swich  a 

trappe: 
'  Alias ! '  quod  she,  *  that  ever  this  sholde 

happe ! 
For  wende  I  never,  by  possibilitee. 
That  swich  a  monstre  or  merveille  mighte 

be! 
It  is  agayns  the  proces  of  nature :  *      1345 
And  boom  she  gooth  a  sorweAil  creature. 
For  vorray  fere  unnethe  may  she  go, 
She  wepeth,  wailleth,  al  a  day  or  two,  (6ao) 


And  swowneth,  that  it  routhe  was  to  see ; 
But  why  it  was,  to  no  wight  tolde  she ;  1350 
For  out  of  tonne  was  goon  Arveragus. 
But  to  hir-self  she  spak,  and  seyde  thus, 
With  fittoe  pale  and  with  fxxi  sorwefnl 

chere, 
In  hir  oompleynt,  as  ye  shul  after  here  : 
*  Alias,'  quod  she,  *on  thee,  Fortune, 

I  pleyne,  1355 

That  unwar  wrapped  hast  me   in  thy 

cheyne; 
For  which,  t*Mcape,  woot  I  no  sooour 
Save  only  deeth  or  «Ues  dishonour ;    (630) 
Oon  of  thise  two  bihoveth  me  to  ohese. 
But  nathelees,  yet  have  I  lever  lese    1360 
My  lyf  than  of  my  body  have  a  shame. 
Or  knowe  my-selven  fals,  or  lese  my  name, 
And  with  my  deth  I  may  be  quit,  y-wis. 
Hath  ther  nat  many  a  noble  wyf,  er 

this,  1364 

And  many  a  mayde  y-slayn  hir-self,  alias ! 

Bather  than  with  hir  body  doon  trespas? 

Yis,  certes,  lo,  thiso  stories  beren  wit- 

Whan  tiiretty  tyraunts,  ful  of  cursed- 

nesse,  (640) 

Had  slayn  Phidoun  in  Athenes,  atte  feste, 
They  comanded  his  doghtres  for  t'areste, 
And  bringen  hem  bifom  hem  in  despyt 
Al  naked,  to  ftdfille  hir  foul  delyt,       1373 
And  in  hir  fadres  blood  they  made  hem 

daunce 
Upon  the  pavement,  god  yeve  hem  mis- 

chaunce ! 
For  which  thiso  woful  maydens,  fVil  of 

drede,  1375 

Bather  than  they  wolde  lese  hir  mayden- 

hede, 
They  prively  ben  stirt  in-to  a  welle, 
And  dreynte  hem-selven,  as  the  bokes 

telle.  (650) 

They  of  Messene  lete  enquere  and  seke 
Of  Lacedomie  fifty  maydens  eke,         1380 
On  whiche  they  woldon  doon  hir  lechexye ; 
But  was  ther  noon  of  al  that  oompanye 
That  she  nas  sla>ni,  and  with  a  good 

entente 
Chees  rather  for  to  dye  than  assente 
To  been  oppressed  of  hir  maydenhede.  1385 
Why  sholde  I  thanne  to  dye  been  in 

dredo? 
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Lo,  oek,  the  tirannt  Aristodides     (659) 
That  lovod  a  maydon,  heet  Stimphalidea, 
Whan  that  hir  fader  slayu  was  on  a  night , 
Un-to  Dianes  templo  goth  sho  right,  1390 
And  honte  the  image  in  hir  handed  two, 
Fro  which  image  wolde  she  never  ga 
No  wight  ne  mighte  hir  handes  of  it  arace, 
TU  she  was  slayn  right  in  the  selve  place. 
Now  sith  that  maydens  hadden  swich 

dospyt  1395 

To  been  defooled  with  mannes  fool  delyt, 
Wol  oghte  a  wyf  rather  hir-selven  slee 
Than  be  defouled,  as  it  thinketh  me.  (670) 

What  shal  I  so^-n  of  Hasdmbales  wyf, 
That  at  Cartage  biraite  hir-self  hir  lyf  ? 
for  whan  she  sangh  that  Bomayns  wan 

the  toon,  1401 

She  took  hir  children  alle,  and  skipte 

adoan 
In-to  the  fyr,  and  chees  rather  to  dye 
Than  any  Komayn  dide  hir  vileinyo. 
Hath    nat    Lncresse    y-slayn    hir-self, 

alias  1  1405 

At  Rome,  whanne  she  oppressed  was 
Of   Tarqoin,    for   hir    thonghte    it  was 

a  shame 
To  liven  whan  she  hadde  lost  hir  name? 
The  sevene  maydens  of  Milesio  also  (681) 
Ilan  slayn  hem-self,  for  verray  drede  and 

wo,  1410 

Bather  than  folk  of  Gaulo  hem  sholde 

oppresse. 
Ho  than  a  thousand  stories,  as  I  gesse, 
Coude    I  now   telle    as   toachinge    this 

matere. 
Wlian  Habradate  was  slayn,  his  w^'f  so 

dure 
Hirsolven  slow,   and   loet  hir    blood  to 

In  Habrodates  wonudes  depo  and  w>'de, 
And  soyde,  "  my  body,  at  the  h>c8te  way, 
Thor  shal  no  wight  defoolen,  if  I  may." 
What  sholde  I  mo  ensamples  heer-of 
sayn,  (6qi)  1419 

Sith  that  so  manyo  han  hem-selven  slayn 
Wol  rather  than  they  wolde  defooled  be? 
I  wol  conclude,  that  it  is  bet  for  me 
To  sleen  my-self,  than  been  defouled  thus. 
I  wol  bo  trowo  un-to  Arvoragus, 
Or  rather  sleen  my-self  in  som  manere. 
As  dide  Democioncs  doghter  dere,       14J6 


By-oause  that  she  wolde  nat  defouled  1w>. 

O  Cedasus  t  it  is  ful  greet  pitoo,       (7  mm 
To  reden  how  thy  doghtren  deyde,  alias ! 
That  slowo  hem-selveu  for  swich  manor 
cas.  1430 

As  greet  a  pitee  was  it,  or  wel  more. 
The  Theban  mayden,  that  for  Nichannro 
Hir-selven  slow,  right  for  swich  muner 
wo. 

Another  Theban  mayden  dide  right  so ; 
For  oon  of  Macedoine  hadde  hir  oppressed. 
She  with  hir  doeth  hir  maydenhode  re- 
dressed. 1436 

What  shal  I  seye  of  Nicerates  wyf. 
That  for  swich  cas  birafte  hir-self  hir  lyf? 

How  trewe  eek  was  to  Aicebiades    (71 1) 
His  love,  that  rather  for  to  dyen  choes  1440 
Than  for  to  suffrc  his  b^xly  unburied  be ! 
Lo  which  a  wyf  was  Alcest^,'  quod  she. 

'  What  seith  Omer  of  gode  Penalopoe  ? 
Al  Grece  knoweth  of  hir  chastitee. 

Pardee,  of  Laodomya  is  writen  thus,  1^45 
That  wlian  at  Troye  was  slAyn  Prothe* 

selaus, 
No  longer  wolde  she  live  after  his  day. 

The  same  of  noble  Porcia  telle  I  may ; 
With-oute  Brutus  cx)ude  she  nat  live,  (731) 
To  whom  she  hadde  al  hool  hir  herto 
yive.  1450 

The  parfit  wyfhod  of  Arthemesye 
Honoured  is  thurgh  al  the  Barliarye. 

O  Teuta,  queen !  thy  wyfly  chastitee 
To  alle  wyves  may  a  mirour  be.  1454 

The  same  thing  I  seye  of  Bilia,        [T.  om. 
Of  Bodogono,  and  eek  Valeria.'       [T.  om. 

Thus  pleyned  Dorigene  a  day  or  tweyo, 
Purposinge  ever  that  she  wolde  deye.  (730) 

But  natheleeSf  upon  the  thridde  night, 

Hom  canx  Arveragus,  this  worthy  knight. 

And  asked  hir,  why  that  she  weep  so 

sore?  146 1 

And  she  gan  wepen  ever  longer  the  more. 

*•  Alias ! '    quod   she,    *•  that    ever   was 
I  bom ! 
Thus  have  I  sejrd,'  quod  she,  ^  thus  have 

I  sworn ' — 
And  told  him  al  as  ye  han  herd  bifore ;  1465 
It  nedeth  nat  reherce  it  yow  na-more. 

This    housbond   with    glad    chore,   in 
froondly  wyse, 
Answorde  and  seyde  as  I  shal  yow  devyse : 
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*Is  ther  oght  elles,  Doripen,  bnt  thia?*  (741) 
*  Nay,  nay,'  quod  she,  '  god  help  me  so, 

as  wis ;  1470 

This  is  to  muche,  and  it  were  goddes  wille.' 

'  Ye,  wyf,'  quod  he,  *  lat  slopen  that  is 

stille  ; 
It  may  be  wel,  paraventure,  yet  to-dny. 
Yo  shul  your  tnmthe  holden,  by  my  fay ! 
For  god  so  wisly  have  mercy  on  me^    1475 
I  haddo  wel  lever  y-stiked  for  to  be, 
For  verray  love  which  that  I  to  yow  have, 
But-if  ye  sholde  your  trouthe  kepe  and 

s  ive.  (750) 

Trouthe   i3  the   hyeste  thing  that  man 

may  kepe  : ' — 
Bat  with  that  word  ho  brast  anon  to 

wci)e,  1480 

And  seyde,  '  I  yow  forbede,  up  pejmo  of 

doeth, 
That  never,  whyl  thee  lastoth    lyf   ne 

brooth, 
To  no  wight  tol  thou  of  thia  aventure. 
As  I  may  best,  I  wol  my  wo  endure, 
Ne  make  no  contenanee  of  hevinesso,  1485 
That  folk  of  yow  may  demon  harm  or 

gesso.* 
And   forth    lie    cleped  a  squyior    and 

a  muyde : 
*Goth    forth    anon    with    Dorigcn,'    he 

saydo,  (760) 

*And   bringoth    hir    to    swich   a  place 

anon.' 
They  t^ike  hir  leve,  and  on  hir  wey  they 

gon ;  1490 

But  thoy  ne  wisto  why  she  thider  wente. 
Ho  nolde  no  wight  tollen  his  entente.  (764) 
Paraventure  an  heep  of  yow,  y-wis, 

[T.  OTO. 

AVol  holden  him  a  lewed  nxan  in  this, 

[T.  om. 
That  ho  wol  putt«  his  wyf  in  jupartye ; 

[T.  om. 
Hcrkncth  the  tale,  er  ye  up-on  hir  crye. 

fT.  om. 

She  may  have  bettre  fortune  than  yow 

semeth ;  [T.  om. 

And  whan  that  ye  han  herd  the  talo, 

demeth.  [T.  om. 

Tliis  squj'er,  which  that  highte  Aurelios, 

On  Dorigen  that  was  so  amorous,  (772)  1500 

or  aventure  happed  hir  to  xnete 


Amidde  the  toun,  right  in  the  quikkost 

stret^, 
As  she  was  boun  to  goon  the  wey  forth- 
right 
Toward  the  gardin  ther-as  she  had  highi. 
And  he  was  to  the  gardinward  also ;   1505 
For  wel  he  spyed,  whan  she  wolde  go 
Out  of  hir  hons  to  any  manor  place. 
But    thus    they  mette,   of  aventure  or 

grace ;  (780) 

And  he  saleweth  hir  with  glad  entente, 
And  asked  of  hir  whiderward  she  wente  P 
And  she  answerde,  half  as  she  were  mad, 
*  Un-to  the  gardin,  as  myn  housbond  bad. 
My  trouthe  for  to  holde,  alias !  alias ! ' 

Aurelius  gan  wondren  on  thia  cas, 
And  in  his  herte  had  greet  compassioun 
Of  hir  and  of  hir  lamentacioun,  1516 

And  of  Arveragus,  the  worthy  knight, 
That  bad  hir  holden   al  that  she  had 

hight,  (790) 

So  looth  him  was  his  wyf  sholde  breJ^e 

hir  trouthe ; 
And  in  his  herte  he  caughte  of  this  greet 

ronthe,  15J0 

Consideringo  the  beste  on  every  syde, 
That  fro  his  lust  yet  were  him  lover  abyde 
Than  doon  so  heigh  a  cherlish  wrecched- 

nesse 
AgajntiB  franchyse  and  alle  gentillesse ; 
For  which  in  fewe  wordes  scyde  he  thus : 
'  Madame,  sejrth  to  your  lord  Arveragns, 
That  sith  I  see  his  grete  gentillesse    (800) 
To  yow,  and  eek  I  see  wel  your  distresse, 
That  him  were  lever  han  shame  (and  that 

were  routhe) 
Than  ye  to  me  sholde  breke  thus  your 

trouthe,  1530 

I  have  wel  lever  ever  to  suffire  wo 
Than  I  departe  the  love  bitwiz  yow  twa 
I  yow  relesse,  madame,  in-to  your  hond 
Quit  every  surement  and  every  bond,  1534 
That  ye  han  maad  to  me  as  heer^bifom, 
Sith  thilke  tyme  which  that  ye  were  bom. 
My  trouthe  I  plighte,  I  shal  yow  neter 

reprove 
Of  no  biheste,  and  here  I  take  my  leve, 
As  of  the  treweste  and  the  beste  wyf  (811) 
That  ever  yet  I  knew  in  al  my  ly£      1540 
But  every  wyf  bo-war  of  hir  bihoste, 
On  Dorigene  remembreth  atte  leste. 
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Thus  can  a  Bqnyer  doon  a  gentil  dede, 
As  well  as  can  a  knight,  with-onten  drede.' 

She  ihonketh  him  np-on  hir  knees  al 
bare,  1545 

And  hoom  nn-to  hir  hoosbond  is  she  fare, 
And  tolde  him  al  as  ye  han  herd  me  sayd ; 
And  be  ye  siker,  he  was  so  weel  apayd,  (820) 
That  it  were  inpossible  me  to  wiyte ; 
What  Bholde  I  lenger  of  this  oas  endyte  ? 

Arveragus  and  Dorigene  his  wyf      1551 
In  Boverejm  blisse  leden  forth  hir  lyf. 
Never  eft  ne  was  ther  angre  hem  bitwene ; 
He  cherissoth  hir  as  though  she  were 
a  quene ;  1554 

And  she  was  to  him  trewe  for  eyermore. 
Of  thise  two  folk  ye  gete  of  me  na-more. 

Anrelins,  that  his  cost  hath  al  forlorn, 
Corseth  the  tyme  that  ever  he  was  bom  : 
*Allas,'  quod  he^'allasl  that  I  bihighte 
Of  pored   gold   a   thousand   pound   of 
wighte  (852)  1560 

Un-to  this  philoBophre !  how  shal  I  do  ? 
I  see  na-more  but  that  I  am  forda 
Myn  heritage  moot  I  nedes  selle, 
And   been  a  begger;   heer  may  I  nat 

dwelle, 
And  shamen  al  my  kinrede  in  this  place, 
But  I  of  him  may  gete  bettre  grace.    1566 
But  nathelees,  I  wol  of  him  assaye,    (839) 
At  certejm  dayes,  yeer  by  yeer,  to  paye, 
And  thanke  him  of  his  grete  curteisye ; 
My  trouthe  wol  I  kepe,  I  wol  nat  lye.'  1570 

With  herte  soor  he  gooth  un-to  his  cofre. 
And  broghte  gold  un-to  this  philosophre, 
The  value  of  fyve  hundred  pound,  I  gesse. 
And  him  bisecheth,  of  his  gentillesie. 
To  graunte  him  dayes  of  the  remenaunt, 
And  seydo,  'maister,  I  dar  wel  make 
avaunt,  1576 

I  failled  never  of  my  trouthe  as  yit ; 
For  sikerly  my  dette  shal  be  quit        (850) 
Towardes  yow,  how-ever  that  I  fare 
To  goon  a-begged  in  my  kirtle  bare.    1580 
But  wolde  ye  voucho-sauf,  np-on  seurtee, 
Two  yeer  or  three  for  to  respyten  me, 
Than  were  I  wel ;  for  elles  moot  I  selle 
Hyn  heritage ;  ther  is  na-more  to  telle.* 

This  philosophre  sobroly  answerde,  1585 


And  sejrde  thus,  whan  he  thise  wordes 

herde :  (858) 

'  Have  I  nat  holden  covenant  un-to  theo?' 

*  Yes,  certes,  wel  and  trewely,'  quod  he. 

*  Hastow  nat  had  thy  lady  as  thee  ly keth  ? ' 
*No,  no,'  quod   he,  and    sorwefuUy  he 

^yketh.  15^)0 

*  What  was  the  cause  ?  tel  me  if  thou  can.' 
Aurelius  his  tale  anon  bigan. 

And  tolde  him  al,  as  ye  han  herd  bifore ; 
It  nedeth  nat  to  yow  reheroe  it  more. 

Heseide,  *  Arveragus,  ofgentillesse,  1595 
Had  lever  dye  in  sorwe  and  in  distresse 
Than  that  his  wyi'  were  of  hir  trouthe 

fals.'  (869) 

The  sorwe  of  Dorigen  he  tolde  him  als, 
How  looth  hir  was  to  been  a  wikked  wyf, 
And  that  she  lever  had  lost  that  day  hir 

lyf,  1600 

And  that  hir  trouthe  she  swoor.  thurgh 

innocence : 

*  She  never  erst  horde  speke  of  apparence ; 
That  made  me  han  of  hir  so  greet  pitee. 
And  right  as  frely  as  he  sente  hir  me. 
As  frely  sente  I  hir  to  him  ageyn.        1605 
This  al  and  som,  ther  is  na-more  to  aeyn.* 

This     philosophre     answerde,      'leve 

brother, 
Everich  of  jrow  dide  gent  illy  til  other.  (880) 
Thou  art  a  squyer,  and  he  is  a  knight ; 
But  god  forbede,  for  his  blisfUl  might,  1610 
But-if  a  clerk  coude  doon  a  gentil  dede 
As  wel  as  any  of  yow,  it  is  no  drede ! 

Sire,  I  release  thee  thy  thousand  pound, 
As  thou  right  now  were  cropen  out  of  the 

ground,  1614 

Ne  never  er  now  ne  haddest  knowen  me. 
For  sire,  I  wol  nat  take  a  peny  of  thee 
For  al  my  craft,  ne  noght  for  my  travaille. 
Thou  hast  y-payed  wel  for  my  vitaille ;  (890) 
It  is  y-nogh,  and  farewel,  have  good  day:' 
And  took  his  hors,  and  forth  he  gooth 

his  way.  1620 

Lordinges,  this  question  wolde  I  aske 

now. 
Which  was  tlie  moste  free,as  thinketh  yow? 
Now  telleth  me,  er  that  ye  ferther  wende. 
I  can  na-more,  my  tale  is  at  an  ende.  (896) 


Here  is  ended  the  Frankeleyns  Tale. 
\*  The  fix  Unef,  numhertd  11929-54.  in  Tyrwhitt's  text,  are  tpurious;  far  hU 
IL  11935-12902,  He  pp.  551-564  J  for  YL  12903-15468,  eee  pp.  49^55>- 
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GROUP  G. 


THE    SECONDE    NONNES    TALE. 


The  Prologe  of  the  Seconde  Nonnes  Tale. 


The  ministro  and  the  norico  un-to  vyces, 
Which  that  men  clepo  in  English  ydel- 

ncssc, 
That  porter  of  the  gate  is  of  dolyces, 
Teschno,  and  by  hir  contrarie  hir  op- 

presso, 
Tliat  is  to  Be>'n,  by  levefVd  bisinesse,        5 
Wol  oghten  wo  to  doon  al  onr  entente, 
Lest  that  the  fuend  thnrgh  ydclnesse  ns 

hontc. 

For  he,  that  with  his  thousand  cordes  sljre 
Continnelly  ns  waiteth  to  biclappe, 
Whan  ho  may  man  in  ydelnesso  cspsre,  10 
He  can  so  lightly  cacche  him  in  his  trappe, 
Til  that  a  man  be  hent  right  by  the  lappe, 
He  nis  nat  w-ar  the  feend  hath  hinv  in 

honde ; 
Wcl  onghto  ns  wcrche,  and  ydelnes  with- 

stonde. 

And  though  men  dradden  never  for  to  dye, 
Yet  seen  men  wel  by  reson  doutelees,     16 
That  ydolnesflo  is  n>ton  slogardye, 
Of  which    ther    never    comth    no  good 

encreos ; 
And  soon,  that  slonthe  hir  holdeth   in 

a  lees 
Only  to  8le]>o,  and  for  to  ete  and  drinke, 
And  to  dovonren  al  that  othere  swinke.  ai 

And  for  to  pntto  ns  fro  swich  ydelnesse, 
That  cause  is  of  so  greet  confusioun, 
I  have  heor  doon  my  foithful  bisinesso, 
Aiter  the  logende,  in  translacionn  25 

Bight  of  thy  glorious  lyf  and  passioun, 
Thou  with   thy  gerland  wroght  of  rose 

and  lilio ; 
Thee  mono  I,  m^yde  and  martir,  seint 

Cecilie! 


Jnuoaicio  ad  Mariam. 

AxD  thou  that  flour  of  virgines  art  alle, 
Of  whom   that  Bernard  list  so  wel  to 

"wryie,  30 

To  thee  at  my  biginning  flrst  I  calle ; 
Thou  comfort    of  us  wrecches,   do  me 

endyte 
Thy  maydens  decth,  than  wan  thurgh  hir 

meryte 
The  eternal  l3rf,  and  of  the  feend  viotorie, 
As  man  may  after  reden  in  hir  stone.    35 

Tliou  mayde  and  mooder,  doghter  of  thy 

sone, 
Thou  woUe  of  mercy,  sinfVil  soulcs  cure, 
In  whom  that  god,  for  bountee,  chees  to 

wone, 
Thou   humble,    and    heigh    over   evexy 

creature, 
Thou  nobledest  so  fcrforth  our  nature,  40 
That  no  deedeyn  the  maker  hadde  of 

kinde, 
His  sone  in  blode  and  flesh  to  clothe  and 

winde. 

Withinne  the  doistre  blisfcd  of  thy  ^ydes 
Took  mannes  shap  the  eternal  love  and 

pees. 
That  of  the  tryne  compas  lord  and  gyde 

i«i  45 

Whom  crthe  and  see  and  heven,  out  of 

rolees. 
Ay  herien  ;  and  thou,  virgin  wemmelees, 
Bar  of  thy  body,  and  dweltest  mayden 

pure, 
The  crcatour  of  every  creature. 

Assembled  is  in  thee  magnifioenoe         50 
With  mercy,  goodnesse,  and  with  swich 
pitee 
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That  thou,  that  art  the  sonne  of  excel- 

lencOf 
Xat  only  helpest  horn  that  proyen  thee, 
But  ofte  tyme,  of  thy  bi^nignitee,  54 

Fal  ftrely,  er  that  xnon  thyn  help  biseche, 
Thou  goost  bifonv,  and  art  hir  lyves  loche. 

Now  help,  thou  meke  and  blLrfol  f^yre 

mayde, 
He,  flemed  wrecche,  in  this  desert-  of  galle ; 
Think  on  the  womman  Cananee,  that 

sayde 
That  whelpes  eten  sonuue  of  the  crommos 

alle  60 

That  from  hir  lordes  table  been  y-falle ; 
And  though  that  I,  unworthy  sone  of  Eve, 
Be  sinftd,  yet  acoepte  my  bileve. 

And,  for  that  feith  is  deed  with-onten 

werkes, 
So  for  to  werken  yif  me  wit  and  space,  65 
That  I  be  quit  Aro  thennes  that  most  derk 

is! 
O  thou,  that  art  so  fayr  and  fhl  of  grace, 
Be  myn  adyocat  in  that  heighe  place 
Ther-aswithouten  ende  is  songe  ^Osanne,' 
Thou  Cristes    mooder,   doghter    dere  of 

Anne  1  70 

And  of  thy  light  my  soule  in  prison  lighte. 
That  troubled  is  by  the  oontagioun 
Of  my  body,  and  also  by  the  wighte 
Of  erthly  luste  and  fals  affoccioun ; 
O  haven  of  refut,  o  salvaoioun  75 

Of  hem  that  been  in  sorwe  and  in  dis- 

tresse. 
Now  help,  for  to  my  werk  I  wol  me  dresse. 

Tet  preye  I  yow  that  reden  that  I  wryte, 
Foryeve  me,  that  I  do  no  diligence 
This  ilke  storie  subtilly  to  end3rte ;         80 
For  both  have  I  the  wordes  and  sentence 
Of  him  that  at  the  seintos  reverence 
The  storio  wroot,  and  folwe  hir  legende, 
And  prey  yow,  that  ye  wol  my  werk 
amende. 

IrUerpretacio  nominis  CecilU^  quam  ponit 
fTiiter  lacohus  lanuensis  in  Legenda 
Aurea, 

First  wolde  I  yow  the  name  of  seint 
Cocilie  85 

Escpoune,  as  men  may  in  hir  storie  see. 


It  is  to  seye  iji  English  *hevenes  lilie,* 
For  pure  chastnesse  of  virginitee ; 
Or,  for  she  whytnesse  hadde  of  honestec, 
And  grene  of  conscience,  and  of  good 
fame  9° 

The  sote  savour,  *  lilie '  was  hir  name. 

Or  Cecile  is  to  seyd^the  wey  to  blinde,' 
For  she  ensample  wd9  by  good  t«chinge; 
Or  elles  Cecile,  as  I  wffton  finde. 
Is  joyned,  by  a  manor  cowoininge  95 

Of  'hevene'  and   'Lia'-%nd    heer,   in 

figuringe,  V 

The  *  heven '  is  set  for  thoght  ^ijwlinewte. 
And  '  Lia '  for  hir  lasting  bisinc 


Cecile  may  eek  be  seyd  in  this  mai 
*  Wanting  of  blindnesse,'  for  hir 

light 

Of  sapience,  and  for  hir  thewos  clere  ;     '^ 
Or  elles,  lo !  this  maydeus  name  bright 
Of  *  hevene '  and  '  loos '  oomth,  for  which  * 

by  right 
Men  mights  hir  wel  *  the  heven  of  peple ' 

calle,  104 

Ensample  of  gode  and  wyse  werkes  alle. 

For  '  leos  * '  i>oplo '  in  English  is  to  soye, 
And  right  as  men  may  in  the  hevone  soo 
The  Sonne  and  mono  and  sterres  every 

weye, 
Right  so  men  gostly,  in  this  mayden  free, 
Seyen  of  feith  the  magnanimitee,  no 

And  eek  the  cleemesse  hool  of  sapience, 
And  sondiy  werkes,  brighte  of  excellence. 

And  right  so  as  thise  philosophres  wryte 
That  heven  is  swift  and  round  and  eek 

brenningo, 
Bight  so  was  fayre  Cecilio  the  whyte  1 15 
Ful  swift  and  bi!^  ever  in  goo<l  workinge, 
And  round  and  hool  in  good  porseveringe, 
And  brenning  ever  in  charitee  ful  brighto ; 
Now  have  I  yow  declared  what  she  hightc. 

Explicit, 

Here    biglnneth    the   Seconde    Nonnes 
Tale,  of  the  lyf  of  Seinte  Cecile. 

Tuis  maydon  bright  Cecilic,  as  hir  l>*f 
seith,  1 20 

Was  comen  of  Komayns,  and  of  noble 
kinds, 
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And  iVom  hir  cradel  np  fostred  in  the 

feith 
Of  CriBt,  and  bar  his  goepel  in  hir  minde ; 
She  never  cesse<l,  as  I  wriion  finde, 
Of  hir  preyore,  and  god  to  love  and  drede, 
Biseking  him  to  kepe  hir  maydenhede.  126 

And  when  this  mayden  sholde  onto  a  man 
Y-wedded  be,  that  was  fol  yong  of  age, 
Which  that  y-cleped  was  Valerian, 
And  day  was  comen  of  hir  mariage,  130 
She,  ful  devout  and  homble  in  hir  corage, 
Under  hir  robe  of  gold,  that  sat  fal  fayre, 
Had  next  hir  flesh  y-dad  hir  in  an  he>'re. 

And  whyl  the  organs  maden  melodye, 
To  god  alone  in  herte  thus  sang  she  ;    155 
'  O  lord,  my  soale  and  eek  my  body  gye 
Unwemmed,  lest  that  I  confoanded  be  :* 
And,  for  his  love  that  deyde  npon  a  tree, 
Every  setonde  or  thridde  day  she  faste, 
Ay  biddinge  in  hue  orisons  tal  faste.     140 

The  night  cam,  and  to  bedde  moste  she 

gon 
With  hir  hoosbonde,  as  ofte  is  the  manere. 
And  prively  to  him  she  seyde  anon, 
*  O  swete  and  wel  biloved  spouse  dere, 
Thcr  is  a  conseil,  and  ye  wolde  it  here, 
Which  that  right  fain  I  wolde  unto  yow 

seye,  146 

So  that  ye  swere  ye  shul  mo  nat  biwreye.' 

Valerian  gan  faste  unto  hir  swere. 
That  for  no  cas,  ne  thing  that  mighte  be. 
He  sholdo  nover-mo  biwreyen  here ;      150 
And  thunne  at  orst  to  him  thus  seyde  she, 
'  I  have  an  angel  which  that  loveth  me. 
That  with  greet  love,  whernso  I  wake  or 

slepc, 
Is  redy  ay  my  body  for  to  kepe.  154 

And  if  that  he  may  folen,  out  of  drede, 
That  ye  me  touche  or  love  in  vileinye. 
He  right  anon  wol  slee  yow  with  the  dede. 
And  in  your  yowtho  ihua  ye  sliulden  dye; 
And  if  that  yo  in  clone  love  mo  gye, 
Ho  wol  yow  loven  as  me,  for  your  clen- 

ni'ssc,  160 

And  shewen  yow  his  joye  and  his  bright- 

nesse.' 


Valerian,  corrected  as  god  wolde, 
Answerdo  agayn,  '  if  I  shal  trusten  thee, 
Lat  me  that  angel  see,  and  him  biholde ; 
And  if  that  it  a  verray  angel  be,  165 

Than  wol  I  doon  as  thou  hast  preyed  me ; 
And  if  thou  love  another  man,  for  sothe 
Sight  with  this  swerd  than  wol  I  slee  yow 
bothe.» 

Cecile  answerde  anon  right  in  this  wyse, 

*  If  that  yow  list,  the  angel  shul  ye  see,  170 
So  that  ye  trowe  on  Crist  and  yow  bap- 

tyse. 
Ck)th  forth  to  Via  Apia,'  quod  she, 
'That  fro  this  toun  ne  stant  but  mylee 

three. 
And,  to  the  povre  folkes  that  ther  dwelle, 
Sey  hem  right  thus,  as  that  I  shal  yow 

telle.  175 

Telle  hem  that  I,  Cecile,  yow  to  hem  sente, 
To  shewen  yow  the  gode  Urban  the  olde. 
For  secree  nedes  and  for  good  entente. 
And  whan  that  ye  seiut  Urban  han  bi- 

-    holde, 
Telle  him  the  wordes  whiche  I  to  yow 

tolde;  i8u 

And  whan  that  he  hath  purged  yow  fro 

sinne, 
Thanne  shul  ye  see  that  angel,  er  ye 

twinne.' 

Valerian  is  to  the  place  y-gon. 

And  right  as  him  was   taught  by  his 

leminge, 
He  fond  this  holy  olde  Urban  anon       185 
Among  the  seintcs  buriels  lotiuge. 
And  he  anon,  with-outen  taryinge, 
Dide  his  message ;  and  whan  that  he  it 

tolde, 
Urban  for  joye  his  hondes  gan  up  holde. 

The  teres  from  his  yOn  leet  he  falle —  190 
'  Almighty  lord,  O  Jesu  Crist,*  quod  he, 

*  Sower  of  chast  conseil,  herde  of  us  aUe, 
The  fruit  of  thilke  seed  of  chastitee 
That  thou  hast  sowe  in  Cecile,  tak  to  thee  I 
Lo,  lyk  a  bisy  bee,  with-outen  gyle,       195 
Thee  serveth  ay  thyn  owene  thral  Cecile ! 


For  thilke  spoxise,  that  she  took  but  now 
Ful  lyk  a  flers  leoun,  s^  sendeth  here, 
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Ab  meke  as  ever  was  any  lamb,  to  yow  !* 
And    with  tliut   wonlo,   anon   ther  gan 

apporo  ioo 

An  old  man,  clad  in  whyte  clothes  clere, 
That  hadde  a  book  with  lettre  of  golde  in 

honde, 
And  gan  blfom  Valerian  to  stonde. 

Valerian  as  dood  ill  doiiu  for  drede 
Whan  he  him  sangh,  and  he  np  honto 

him  tho,  305 

And  on  his  book  right  thus  he  gan  to 

redo — 
*■  Oo  Lord,  00  foitli,  oo  god  with-onten  mo, 
Oo  Cristendom,  and  fader  of  allc  also, 
Abovcn  alle  and  over  al  overjrwhere ' — 
Tliiso  wordes  al  with  gold  y-writen  were. 

Whan  this  was  rad,  than  seyde  this  oldo 
man,  an 

' Jjeve.'.tow  this  thing  or  no?  soy  ye  or 
nay.' 

*•  I  levo  al  this  thing,'  qnod  Valerian, 

*  For  Bother  thing  than  this,  I  dar  wel  say, 
Tl'nder  the  hevono  no  wight  tliinke  may.' 
Tho   vanisshed    th'olde    man,    he    nisto 

where,  a  16 

And  pope  Urban  him  cristened  right 
there. 

Valerian  goth  hoom,  and  tint  Cocilio 
With-inno  his  chambre  with  an  angel 

stonde; 
This  angel  hadde  of  roses  and  of  lilie    aao 
Oorones  two,  the  which  he  bar  in  honde ; 
And  first  to  Cecile,  as  I  understonde, 
Ho  yaf  that  oon,  and  after  gan  ho  take 
That  other  to  Valerian,  hir  make. 

*  With  body  clone  and  with  uuwemmed 

thoght  a25 

Kepeth  ay  wel  thise  corones,'  quod  ho ; 

*  Fro  Paradys  to  yow  have  I  hem  broght, 
Ne  never-mo  ne  shal  they  roten  be, 

Xe  lose  her  8ot«  savoor,  tmsteth  me ; 
Ne  never  wight  shal  seen  hem  with  his  y(^, 
Bat  he  be  chaast  and  hate  vileinyS.      331 

And  thou,  Valerian,  for  thou  so  sone 
Assentedest  to  good  conseil  also, 
Sey  what  thee  list,  and  thoa  shalt  han 
thy  bone.'      ^ 


*  I  have  a  brother,'  qaod  Valerian  tho,  3)5 

*  That  in  this  world  I  love  no  man  so. 

I  pray  >'OW  that  my  brother  may  h:iu 

grace 
To  knowe  the  troathe,  as  I  do  in  this 

place.' 

The  angel  seyde,  ^god  lyketh  tliy  reqnesto, 
And  bothe,  with  the  palm  of  martirdom, 
Te  shnllen  come  unto  liis  blisful  feste.' 
And  with  that  word  Tiburco  his  brother 

com. 
And  whan  that  ho  the  savour  undemom 
VHiich  that  tho  roses  and  the  lilies  caste, 
With-inno  his  horte  he  gan  to  wondro 

faste,  345 

And  seyde,  ^I  wondre,  this  tyme  of  tho 

yeer, 
Whenncs  that  sote  savour  comcth  so 
Of  rose  and  lilies  that  I  smoUo  hcer. 
For  though  I  hoddo  hem  in  myn  hondos 

two,  J^i) 

The  savour  mighto  in  me  no  deppcr  go. 
The  sote  smol  that  in  myn  herte  I  findo 
Hath  cliaungod  me  al  in  another  kindo.' 

Valerian  scj-de,  '  two  corones  han  wo, 
Snow-whyto  and  rose-reed,  that  shynou 

clere, 
Whiche  that  thyn  y^n  lian  no  might  to 

see ;  255 

And  as  thou  smellost  hem  thurgh  my 

preyore, 
So  shaltow  seen  hem,  leve  brother  dore, 
If  it  so  be  thou  wolt,  withouten  sloutlio, 
Bileve  aright  and  knowen  verray  trout  he.' 

Tiburco  answorde,  ^seistow  this  to  me  260 
In  soothnesse,  or  in  dreem  I  herkne  tliis?' 
^  In  dremes,'  quod  Valerian,  *  han  we  be 
Unto  this  tyme,  brother  myn,  y-wis. 
But  now  at  erst  in  trouthe  our  dwelling  is.* 

*  How  woostow  this,'  quod  Tiburce,  *  in 

whatwjrse?'  2<>5 

Quod  Valerian,  ^  that  shal  I  thee  devysc. 

The  angel  of  god  hath  me  the  trouthe 

y-taught 
Which  thou  shalt  seen,  if  that  thou  wolt 

reneye 
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The   ydoles   and    be    clece,    and   cllcs 
naught.* —  3f>9 

And  of  the  miraolo  of  thiso  corones  twoyo 
Seint  Ambrose  in  his  preface  list  to  seyo  ; 
Solempnely  this  noble  dootonr  dere 
Commendeth  it,  and  seith  in  this  manere: 

The  palm  of  martirdom  for  to  recejrve, 
Sointe  Cecile,  fulfild  of  goddes  yiite,      275 
The  ivorld  and  eek  hir  chambre  gan  she 

wojrvo; 
Witnes  TVbnrccs  and  f  Valerians  shrifle. 
To  whiche    god    of    his  bonntee  wolde 

shifte 
Corones  two  of  floures  wel  smellinge. 
And   made  his  angel  hem  the  corones 

bringo :  280 

The  maydo  hath   broght  thise   men    to 

blisflo  above ; 
The  world  hath  wist  what  it  is  worth, 

certeyn, 
Devocionn  of  chastiteo  to  love. — 
Tho  showcdo  him  Cecile  al  open  and  pleyn 
That  alle  ydolcs  nis  but  a  thing  in  veyn  ; 
For  they  been  dombe,  and  therto  they 

been  deve,  a86 

And  cliarged  him  his  ydolcs  for  to  leve. 

'Who  so  that  troweth  nat  this,  a  besto 

he  is,* 
Qnod  tho  Tibnrce,  'if  that  I  shal  nat  lye.* 
And  she  gan  kisse  his  brcst,  that  herdo 

this,  290 

And  was  fal  glad  he  conde  tronthe  espye. 
*  This  day  I  take  thee  for  myn  allye,* 
Se.vde  this  blisfnl  fay  re  mayde  dere  ; 
And  after  that  she  seyde  as  ye  may  here : 

'  Lo,  right  so  as  the  love  of  Crist,*  qnod 

she,  ^95 

'  Miule  me  thy  brotheres  W3rf,  right  in 

that  wyse 
Anon  for  m^ni  allye  heer  take  I  thee, 
Sin  that  thou  wolt  thyn  ydoles  despyse. 
Go  with  thy  brother  now,  and  thee  bap- 

tysc. 
And  make  thee  clene  ;  so  that  thoa  mowe 

biholde  900 

TIic  angels  face  of  which  thy  brother 

tolde.* 


Tiburce  answerda  and  seyde,   'brother 

dere. 
First  tel  me  whider  I  shal,  and  to  what 

man?* 
*To  whom?*  quod  he,  'com  forth  with 

right  good  chere, 
I  wol  thee  lede  nnto  the  pope  "Urban.'  505 
'  Til  Urban  ?  brother  myn  Valerian,' 
Quod  tho  Tiburce,  *  woltow  me  thider  ledc  ? 
Me  thlnketh  that  it  were  a  wonder  dede. 

Ne  menestow  nat  Urban,*  quod  he  tho, 

*  That  is  so  ofte  dampncd  to  be  deed,    310 
And  woneth  in  halkes  alwey  to  and  fro. 
And  dar  nat  ones  pntte  forth  his  heed  ? 
Men  sholde  him  brennen  in  a  fyr  so  reed 
If  he  wore  founde,  or  that  men  mighte  him 

spyo; 
And  we  also,  to  here  him  companye —  315 

And  whyl  we  seken  thilke  divinitee 
That  is  y-hid  in  hevene  prively, 
Algate  y-brend  in  this  world  shul  we  be  !* 
To  whom  Cecile  answerde  boldely,        319 

*  Men  mighten  dreden  wel  and  skilfully 
This  lyf  to  lese,  myn  owene  dere  brother. 
If  this  were  livinge  only  and  non  other. 

But  ther  is  better  lyf  in  other  plaro, 
That  never  shal  be  lost,  ne  drede  thee 

noght. 
Which  goddes  sone  ns  tolde  thuzgh  his 

grace;  325 

Tliat  fadrcs  sone  hath  alle  thinges  wroght ; 
An  d  al  that  wroght  is  with  a  skilAU  thoght, 
The  goost,  that  fro  the  fader  gan  precede, 
Hath  sowled  hem,  withouten  any  drede. 

By  word  and  by  miracle  goddes  sone,  330 
Whan  he  was  in  this  world,  declared  here 
That  ther  was  other  lyf  ther  men  may 

wone.* 
To  whom  answerde  Tibnrce, '  O  suster  dere, 
Ne  seydestow  right  now  in  this  manere, 
Ther  nis  but  o  god,  lord  in  soothfastnesse ; 
And  now  of  three  how  majstow  here 

witnesse?*  336 

*  That  shal  I  telle,'  quod  she,  *  er  I  go. 
Right  as  a  man  hath  sapiences  three, 
Memorie,  engyn,  and  intellect  also, 

So,  in  o  being  of  dlTinitee,  340 
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Three  penones  may  ther  right  wel  he.' 
Tho  gan  she  him  fed  hisily  to  preche 
Of  CriBtes  oome  and  of  his  peynes  teche, 

And  many  iwintes  of  his  passionn ; 
How  goddes  sone  in  this  world  was  with- 

holde,  345 

To  doon  mankinde  pleyn  remisaioon, 
That  was  y-hounde  in  sinne  and  cares 

colde: 
Al  this  thing  she  unto  Tiburce  tolde. 
And  after  this  Tibarce^  in  good  entente, 
With  Valerian  to  pope  Urban  he  wente. 

That  thanked  god ;  and  with  glad  herte 
and  light  351 

He  cristned  him,  and  made  him  in  tl\at 
place 

Farfit  in  his  leminge,  goddes  knight. 

And  after  this  Tiboroe  gat  swich  grace, 

That  every  day  he  sangh,  in  tyme  and 
■pace,  355 

The  angel  of  god ;  and  eveiy  manor  bone 

That  he  god  axed,  it  vras  sped  ful  sone. 

It  were  fal  hard  by  ordre  for  to  seyn 
How    many    wondres    Jesus    for    hem 

wroghte; 
But  atte  laste,  to  tellen  short  and  pleyn. 
The  sergeants  of  the  toxm.  of  Bome  hem 

soghte,  361 

And  hem  bifom  Almaohe   the  prefect 

broghte. 
Which  hem  apposed,  and  knew  al  hir 

entente, 
And  to  the  image  of  Jupiter  hem  sente. 

And  seyde,  *  who  so  wol  nat  sacrifyse,  365 
Swap  of  his  heed,  this  is  my  sentence 

here.' 
Anon  thise  martirs  that  1 3row  devyse, 
Oon  Maximus,  that  was  an  officere 
Of  the  prefectes  and  his  comiculere. 
Hem  hente ;   and  whan    he  forth   the 

seintes  ladde,  370 

Him-self  he  weep,  for  pitee  that  he  hadde. 

Whan  Maximus  had  herd  the  seintes  lore, 
He  gat  him  of  tho  tormentoures  leve. 
And  ladde  hem  to  his  hons  withonte 
more ;  374 

And  with  hir  preohing,  er  that  it  were  eve, 


They  gonnen  fro  the  tormentonrs  to  revo. 
And  fro  Maxime,  and  fro  his  folk  echone 
The  fiEdse  feith,  to  trowe  in  god  allone. 

Ceoilie  cam,  whan  it  was  woxen  night, 
With  preestes  that  hem    cristned  alio 

y-fere ;  38* » 

And  afterward,   whan  day  was  woxen 

light, 
Gecile  hem  seyde  with  a  ful  sobre  chore, 
*Now,  Cristes  owene  knightes  leve  and 

dere. 
Caste  alle  awey  the  werkes  of  derknesse. 
And  armeth  yow  in  armure  of  bright- 

nesse.  385 

Ye  han  for  sothe  y-doon  a  greet  bataille, 
Your  cours  is  doon,  your  feith  han  ye 

conserved, 
Ooth  to  the  corone  of  lyf  that  may  nat 

faille; 
The  rightful  juge,  which  that  ye  han 

served,  389 

Shall  yeve  it  yow,  as  ye  han  it  deserved.' 
And  whan  this  thing  was  seyd  as  I  devyse. 
Men  ladde  hem  forth  to  doon  the  sacriiyae. 

But  whan  they  woren  to  the  place  broght. 
To  tellen  shortly  the  condusioun. 
They  nolde  enoense  ne  sacrifice   right 
noght,  395 

But  on  hir  knees  they  setten  hem  adoun 
With  humble  herte  and  sad  dovocioun, 
And  losten  bothe  hir  hedes  in  the  place. 
Hir  soules  wenten  to  the  king  of  grace. 

This  Maximus,  that   saugh  this   thing 
bityde,  400 

With  pitous  teres  tolde  it  anon-right, 
That  he  hir  soules  saugh  to  heven  glyde 
With  angolB  ful  of  cleemesse  and  of  light. 
And  with  his  word  converted  many  a 

wight ; 
For  which  Almachius  dide  him  so  to-bete 
With  whippe  of  leed,  til  he  his  lyf  gan 
lete.  406 

Cecile  him  took  and  buried  him  anoon 
By  Tiburce  and  Valerian  softely, 
Withinne  hir  burying-place,  under  the 

stoon. 
And  after  this  Almaohins  hastily        410 
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Bad  his  xninistros  fecchen  openly 
Cecile,  so  that  she  mighte  in  his  presence 
Doon  sacrifyce,  and  Jupiter  encense. 

Bat  they,  converted  at  hir  wyse  lore, 
Wepten  fal  sore,  and  yaven  ful  credence 
Unto  hir  word,  and  cryden  more  and 
more,  416 

*  Crist,  goddes  sone  vrithonten  difference, 
Is  verray  god,  this  is  al  our  sentence. 
That  hath  so  good  a  servant  him  to  serve ; 
This  with  o  voys  wo  trowen,  thogh  we 

sterve ! '  4ao 

Almachius,  that  hcrde  of  this  doinge, 
Bad  fecchen  Cecile,  that  he  might  hir  see, 
And  alderfirst,  lo  !  this  was  his  axinge, 

*  Whatmanerwommanartow?'  thoqnod 

he.  424 

'  I  am  a  gentil  womman  bom,'  quod  she. 

*  I  axe  thee,*  quod  ho,  *  thogh  it  thee  greve, 
Of  thy  religioun  and  of  thy  bileve.* 

*  Ye  han  bigonno  your  question  folily,' 
Quod  she,  *  that  wolden  two  answeres 

conclude 
In  00  demande  ;  ye  axed  Icwedly.*        430 
Almache  answerde  unto  that  similitude, 
*0f  whennes  comth  thyn  answering  so 

rude?' 
'Of  whennes?'  quod  she,  whan  that  she 

was  freyned, 
'Of  conscience   and  of   good  feith  un- 

feyned,'  434 

Almachius  seyde,  '  ne  takestow  non  hede 
Of  my  power?'   and  she  answerde  him 

this — 
'  Your  might,*  quod  she,  '  ful  litel  is  to 

drede ; 
For  every  mortal  mannes  power  nis 
But  lyk  a  bladdrc,  ful  of  wind,  y-wis.  439 
For  with  a  nedles  poynt,  whan  it  is  blowe, 
May  al  the  boost  of  it  be  loyd  fill  lowe.' 

'  Ful  wrongfully  bigonne  thou,'  quod  he, 
'  And  yet  in  wrong  is  thy  perseveraunce ; 
Wostow  nat  how  our  mighty  princes  free 
Han  thus  comanded  and  maad  ordin- 

aunco,  445 

That  every  Cristen  wight  shal  han  pen- 

annce 


But-if  that  he  his  Cristendom  withseye, 
And  goon  al  quit,  if  he  wol  it  reneye  ?' 

'  Your  princes  erren,  as  your  nobley  dooth,' 
Quod    tho    Cecile,    'and    with    a   wood 
sentence  450 

Ye  make  us  gilty,  and  it  is  nat  sooth  ; 
For  ye,  that  knowen  wcl  our  innocence, 
For  as  muche  as  we  doon  a  reverence 
To  Crist,  and  for  we  here  a  Cristen  name, 
Ye  putte  on  us  a  ciyme,  and  eek  a  blame. 

But  we  that  knowen  thilke  name  bo    456 
For  vertuous,  we  may  it  nat  withseye.' 
Almache  answerde,  *  chees  oon  of  thise 

two. 
Do  sacrifyce,  or  Cristendom  reneye. 
That  thou  mowe  now  escapen  by  that 

weye.'  460 

At  which  the  holy  blisful  fayre  mayde 
Gan  for  to  laughe,  and  to  the  juge  seyde, 

'  O  juge,  confus  in  thy  nycetee, 
Woltow  that  I  reneye  innocence,  464 

To  make  me  a  wikked  wight  ? '  quod  she ; 
'  Lo  !  he  dissimuleth  here  in  audience, 
Ho  stareth  and  woodeth  in  his  advertence !  * 
To  whom  Almachius,  '  unsely  wrecche, 
Ke  woostow  nat  how  far  my  might  may 
streoohe? 

Han  noght  our  mighty  princes  to  me 
yeven,  470 

Ye,  bothe  power  and  auctoritee 
To  maken  folk  to  dyen  or  to  liven  ? 
Why  spekestow  so  proudly  than  to  me  ?* 
'  I  si)eke  noght  but  stedfastly,'  quod  she, 
'  Nat  proudly,  for  I  seye,  as  for  my  ayde, 
We  haten  deedly  thilke  vyce  of  pryde. 

And  if  thou  drede  nat  a  sooth  to  here, 
Than  wol  I  shewe  al  openly,  by  right. 
That  thou  hast  maad  a  ful  gret  losing  here. 
Thou  seyst,  thy  princes  han  thee  yeven 

might  480 

Bothe  for  to  sleen  and  for  to  quiken  a 

wight; 
Thou,  that  ne  mayst  but  only  lyf  bireve, 
Thou  hast  non  other  power  ne  no  leve ! 

But  thou  mayst  seyn,  thy  princes  han 

thee  maked  484 

Ministze  of  deeth ;  for  if  thou  speke  of  mo, 


i 


656 


^$e  CanUtxtutji  ^afoe.  [t.  15954-16021. 


Thon  lyest,  for  thy  power  is  ful  nakod.' 
*Do  wey  thy  boldnes,'  seyde  Alxnachins 

tho, 
*  And  Bacrifyce  to  oar  goddes,  er  thou  go ; 
I  recche  nat  what  wrong  that  thon  me 

profro, 
For  I  can  snffire  it  as  a  philosophre ;    490 

Bnt  thilko  wronges  may  I  nat  endnre 
That  thon  spokcst  of  our  goddes  here,' 

quod  he. 
Cecile  answoredo,  '  O  nyce  creature, 
Thou  soydcst  no  word  sin  thou  spak  to  me 
That  I  ne  knew  therwith  thy  nyoetee ;  495 
And  that  thou  were,  in    every  maner 

wyse, 
'^A  lewod  officer  and  a  veyn.  justyso. 

Ther  lakketh  no-thing  to  thyn  utter  ySn 
That  thou  nart  hlind,  for  thing  that  we 

seen  alle  499 

That  it  is  stoon,  that  men  may  wel  espyen. 
That  like  stoon  a  god  thou  wolt  it  calle. 
I  rede  thee,  lat  thyn  hand  upon  it  £alle, 
And  taste  it  wel,  and  stoon  thou  shalt  it 

finde, 
Sin  that  thou  seest  nat  with  thyn  yCn 

blinde. 

It  is  a  shame  that  the  peple  shal  505 

So  scome  thee,  and  laughe  at  thy  folye  ; 
For  comunly  men  W(x>t  it  wel  overal, 
That  mighty  god  is  in  his  hevenes  hye, 
And  thise  images,  wel  thou  mayst  espye, 
To  thee  ne  to  hem-self  mowe   nought 
profyte,  510 

For  in  effect  they  been  nat  worth  a  myte.' 

Thise  wordes  and  swicho  othere  seyde  she, 
And  he  wcex  wroth,  and  bad  men  sholde 

hir  lede 
Hom  til  hir  hous, '  and  in  hir  hous,'  quod 

he, 
'  Brenno  hir  right  in  a  bath  of  flambes 

rede.'  515 

And  as  he  bad,  right  so  was  doon  in  dede ; 
For  in  a  bath  they  gonne  hir  fast«  shetten. 
And  night  and  day  greet  fyr  they  under 

betteu. 


The  longe  night  and  eek  a  day  also, 
For  al  the  fyr  and  eek  the  bathes  hete. 
She  sat  al  cold,  and  feledo  no  wo,         521 
It  made  hir  nat  a  drope  for  to  swete. 
But  in  that  bath  liir  lyf  she  moste  lete  ; 
For  he,  Almachius,  with  ful  wikke  entente 
To  sleen  hir  in  the  bath  his  mmde  sente. 

Three  strokes  in  the  nekko  ho  smoot  hir 

tho,  526 

The  tormentour,  but  for  no  maner  chaunce 
He  mighte   noght  smyte  al  hir  nekko 

a-two ; 
And  for  ther  was  that  tyme  an  ordin- 

aunce. 
That  no  man  sholde  doon  man  swich 

jienaunce  5.^0 

The  ferthe  strook  to  smyt«n,  soft«  or  sore, 
This  tormentour  ne  dorsto  do  na-more. 

But  half-deed,  with  hir  nekke  y-cor\'cn 

there. 
He  lofte  hir  lye,  and  on  his  wey  is  went. 
The  Cristen  folk,  which  that  alwute  hir 

were,  5,« 

With  shotes  han  the  blood  ful  faire  y-hent. 
Three  dayes  lived  she  in  this  torment. 
And  never  cessod  hem  the  feith  to  teche ; 
That  she  hadde  fostrcd,  hem  she  gan  to 

proche; 

And  hem  she  yaf  hir  moebles  and  hir 
thing,  540 

And  to  the  pope  Urban  bitook  hem  tho. 
And  seyde,  *  I  axed  this  at  hevene  king. 
To  han  respsrt  three  dayes  and  na-mo, 
To  recomende  to  yow,  er  that  I  go, 
Thise  soules,  lo!   and  that  I  mighto  do 
werohe  545 

Here  of  myn  hous  porpotuelly  a  cherche.' 

Seint  Urban,  with  his  deknes,  prively 
The  body  fette,  and  buried  it  by  nighte 
Among  his  othere  scintes  honestly. 
Hir  hous  the  chirche   of  scint  Cecilie 
highto ;  55i> 

Seint  Urban  halwed  it,  as  he  wel  mighte; 
In  which,  into  this  day,  in  noble  wyse. 
Men  doon  to  Crist  and  to  his  seint  servysc. 


Here  is  ended  the  Seconde  Nonnes  Tale. 
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THE  CANON'S  YEOMAN'S  PROLOGUE. 


The  prologe  of  the  Chanons  Temaimes  Tale. 


V 


Whah  ended  was  the  lyf  of  seint  Cecyle, 
Er  we  had  riden  fully  fyve  xnyle,  555 

At  Boghton  under  Blee  ns  gan  atake 
A  man,  that  clothed  was  in  clothes  blaJce, 
And  nndemethe  he  haddo  a  whyt  snrplys. 
His  hakeney,  that  was  al  pomely  grys, 
So  swatte,  that  it  wonder  was  to  see ;  560 
It  semed  he  had  priked  myles  three. 
The  hors  eek  that  his  yeman  rood  npoxi 
So  swatte,  that  nnnethe  mighte  it  gon.  (10) 
Abonte  the  i>oytrol  stood  the  foom  ful  hye, 
He  was  of  fome  al  flekked  as  a  pye.      565 
A  male  tweyfold  on  his  croper  lay, 
It  semcd  that  ho  caried  Ijrte  array. 
Al  light  for  somer  rood  this  worthy  man. 
And  in  myn  hert«  wondren  I  bigan 
What  that  he  was,  til  that  I  understood 
How  that  his  cloke  was  sowed  to  his 


hood 


571 


For  which,  when  I  had  longe  avysed  me, 
I  demed  him  som  chanon  for  to  be.  (ao) 
His  hut  heng  at  his  bak  doun  by  a  laas. 
For  ho  had  riden  more  than  trot  or  paas; 
He  had  ay  priked  lyk  as  he  were  wood. 
A  clote-leef  he  hadde  under  his  hood  577 
For  swoot,  and  for  to  kepe  his  heed  from 

hete. 
But  it  was  joye  for  to  seen  him  swete  ! 
His  forheed  dropped  as  a  stUlatorie,     580 
Were  ful  of  plantain  and  of  paritorie. 
And  whan  that  he  was  come,  he  gan  to 

crye, 
'  God  save,'  quod  he,  'thisjolycompanye! 
Faste  have  I  priked,'  quod  he,  '  for  your 

sake,  (31) 

By-cause  that  I  wolde  yow  atake,         585 
To  ryden  in  this  mery  companye.* 
His  yeman  eek  whs  ful  of  curteis3re, 
And  seydo,  '  sires,  now  in  the  morwe-tyde 
Out  of  your  hostelrye  I  saugh  yon  ryde, 


And   warned   heer    my   lord    and    my 

soverayn,  590 

Which  that  to  ryden  with  yow  is  ful  fayn, 
For  his  desport ;  he  loveth  daliaunce.' 
*  Freend,  for  thy  warning  god  yeve  thee 

good  chaonce,'  (40) 

Than  seyde  our  host,  '  for  certes,  it  wolde 

seme 
Thy  lord  were  wys,  and  so  I  may  wel 

dome ;  595 

He  is  ful  jocund  also,  dar  I  leye. 
Can  he  oght  telle  a  mery  tale  or  tweye. 
With  which  he  glade  may  this  companye  ?  * 
'  Who,  sire  ?  my  lord  ?  ye,  ye,  withouten 

lye, 

He  can  of  murthe,  and  eek  of  jolitee    600 
Nat  but  ynough  ;  also  sir,  trusteth  me, 
And  ye  him  kncwe  as  wel  as  do  I, 
Ye  wolde  wondre  how  wel  and  craftily  (50) 
He  coude  werke,  and  that  in  sondry  wyse. 
He    hath   take   on  him    many  a  greet 

empryse,  605 

Which  were  ful  liard  for  any  that  is 

here 
To  bringe  aboute,  but  they  of  him  it  lore. 
As  homely  as  ho  rit  amonges  yow, 
If  ye  him  knewe,  it  wolde  be  for  your 

prow;  ^ 

Ye  wolde  nat  forgoon  his  aqnoyntannce 
For  mochel  good,  I  dar  leye  in  b&lannce 
Al  that  I  have  in  my  possessionn. 
He  is  a  man  of  heigh  discrecioun,        (60) 
I  wame  you  wel,  he  is  a  passing  man.' 
'  Wel,*  quod  our  host,  *  I  pray  thee,  tel 

me  than,  ,  615 

Is  he  a  clerk,  or  noon  ?  tel  what  he  is.' 

'  Xay,  he  is  gretter  than  a  clerk,  y-wis,* 
Seyde  this  yeman,  *  and  in  wordes  fewe. 
Host,  of  his  craft  som-what  I  wol  yow 

shewe.  619 
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I  Beye,  xaj  lord  can  swich  subtilitee- 


(Bat  al  his  craft  ye  may  nat  wite  at  me ; 
And  8om--what}ielpe  I  yet  to  his  working) — 
That  al  this  gpround  on  which  we  been 
ryding,  (70) 

Til  that  we  come  to  Caanterbnry  toun, 
He  Goude  al  clene  tume  it  np-so-doun,   6a$ 
And  pave  it  al  of  silver  and  of  gold.* 

And  whan  this  yeman  hadde  thus  y-told 
Unto  onr  host,  he  seyde,  '  ben'cite  ! 
This  thing  is  wonder  mervoillous  to  me, 
Bin  that  thy  lord  is  of  so  heigh  pmdenoe, 
fiyK»iuse  of  which  men  sholde  him  rever- 
ence, 631 
That  of  his  worship  rekketh  he  so  lyte ; 
His  oversloppe  nis  nat  worth  a  myte,  (80) 
As  in  effect,  to  him,  so  mote  I  go! 
It  is  al  bandy  and  to-tore  also.  635 
Why  is  thy  lord  so  sluttish,  I  tliee  preye, 
And  is  of  power  better  cloth  to  beye, 
If  that  his  dede  accorde  with  thy  speche? 
Telle  me  that,  and  that  I  thee  biseche.' 

*  Why?'  quod  this  yeman, '  wherto  axe 

ye  me  ?  640 

Gk>d  help  me  so,  for  he  shal  never  thee  ! 
(But  I  wol  nat  avowe  that  I  seye, 
And  therfor  kepe  it  secree,  I  ytyw  preye). 
He  is  to  wys,  in  feith,  as  I  bileve  ;        (91) 
That  that  is  overdoon,  it  wol  nat  preve  645 
Aright,  as  clerkes  seyn,  it  is  a  vyce. 
Wherfor  in  that  I  holde  him  lewed  and 

nyce. 
For  whan  a  man  hath  over-greet  a  wit, 
Fal  ofb  him  happeth  to  misusen  it ; 
80  dooth  my  lord,  and  that  me  groveth 

sore.  650 

tj^od  it  amende,  I  can  sey  yow  na-more.' 
'  Ther-of  no  fors,  good  yeman,'  qnod  our 

host; 
*Sin  of  the  conning  of  thy  lord  thou 

wost,  (100) 

Tel  how  he  dooth,  I  pray  thee  hertely, 
Sin  that  he  is  so  crafty  and  so  sly.        655 
Wher  dwellen  ye,  if  it  to  telle  be  ?  * 

*  In  the  snbnrbes  of  a  toun,'  qnod  he, 

'  Lurkinge  in  hemes  and  in  lanes  blinde, 
Wher-as  thise  robbours  and  thise  theves 

by  kinde 
Holden  hir  privee  fereful  residence,    660 
As  they  that  dar  nat  shewen  hir  presence ; 
So  faren  we,  if  I  shal  seye  the  sothe.' 


*  Now,'  quod  our  host,  *  yit  lat  me  talke 

to  the ;  (110) 

Why  artow  so  discoloured  of  thy  fisuje  ?  * 
'Peter!'  quod  he,  'god  yove  it  harde 

grace,  665 

I  am  so  used  in.  the  fyr  to  blowe. 
That  it  hath  chaungcd  my  colour,  I  trowe. 
I  am  nat  wont  in  no  mirour  to  prye. 
But  swinke  sore  and  leme  multiplye. 
We  blondren  ever  and  pouren  in  the  fyr, 
And  for  al  that  we  fayle  of  our  desyr,     671 
For  ever  we  lakken  our  conolusioun. 
To  mochel  folk  we  doon  illnsioun,      (120) 
And  borwe  gold,  be  it  a  pound  or  two. 
Or  ten,  or  twelve,  or  many  sommes  mo,  675 
And  make  hem  wenen,  at  the  leeste  weye, 
That  of  a  pound  we  ooude  make  tweye ! 
Yet  is  it  fals,  but  ay  we  han  good  hope 
It  for  to  doon,  and  after  it  we  grope. 
But  that  science  is  so  fer  us  bifom,      680 
We  mowen  nat,  aI>though  we  hadde  it 

sworn. 
It  overtake,  it  slit  awey  so  fasto ; 
It  wol  US  maken  beggers  atte  laste.'   (130) 
Whyl  this   yeman  was   thus  in   his 

talking, 
This  chanoun  drough  him  neer,  and  herdo 

al  thing  685 

Which  this  jreman  spak,  for  suspecioun 
Of  mennes  si>eche  ever  hadde  this  cha- 
noun. 
For  Catoun  seith,  that  he  that  gilty  is 
Demeth  al  thing  be  spoke  of  him,  y-wis. 
That  was  the  cause  he  gan  so  ny  him  drawo 
To  his  yeman,  to  herknen  al  his  sawe.  691 
And  thus  ne  seyde  un-to  his  yeman  tho, 
*  Hold  thou  thy  pees,  and  spek  no  wordes 

mo,  (140) 

For  if  thou  do,  thou  shalt  it  dere  abye ; 
Thou  sclaundrest  me  heer  in  this  oom- 

panyc,  695 

And  eek  discoverest  that  thou  sholdest 

hyde.' 

*  Ye,'  quod  our  host,  *  t«lle  on,  what  so 

bitydo ; 
Of  al  his  threting  rekke  nat  a  myte  ! ' 
'  In  feith,'  quod  he, '  namore  I  do  but  lyte.' 
And  whan  this  chanon  saugh  it  wolde 

nat  be,  700 

But  his  yeman  wolde  telle  his  privetee, 
He  fledde  awey  for  verray  sorwe  and  shame. 
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*  A ! '  qnod  the  yeman,  ^  heer  glial  aiyse 
game,  (150) 

Al  that  I  can  anon  now  wol  I  telle.      704 
Sin  he  is  gtx>n,  the  fonle  feend  him  quelle ! 
For  never  her-after  wol  I  with  him  mete 
For  peny  ne  for  pound,  I  yow  bihete ! 
He  that  me  broghte  first  unto  that  game, 
£r  that  he  dye,  sorwe  have  he  and  shame  ! 
For  it  is  emest  to  me,  by  my  feith  ;      710 
Tliat  felo  I  wel,  what  so  any  man  seith. 


And  yet,  for  al  my  smerte  and  al  my 

grief. 
For  al  my  sorwe,  labour,  and  mesohief, 
I  ooude  never  leve  it  in  no  wyse.        (161) 
Now  wolde  god  my  wit  mighte  suifyse  715 
To  tellen  al  that  longeth  to  that  art ! 
But  natheles  yow  wol  I  tellen  part ; 
Sin  that  my  lord  is  gon,  I  wol  nat  spare  ; 
Swich  thing  as  that  I  knowe,  I  wol  de- 
clare.'—  719 


Here  endeth  the  Prologe  of  the  Cbanotins  Yemannes  Tale. 


THE    CHANOUNS  YEMANNES    TALE. 

Here  blginneth  the  Chanonns  Yeman  his  Tale. 


[Prima  Pars.] 

With  this  chanoun  I  dwelt  have  seven 
ycer,  7^0 

And  of  his  science  am  I  never  the  neer. 
Al  that  I  hadde,  I  have  y-lost  ther-by  ; 
And  god  wot,  so  hath  many  mo  than  L  ( 1 70) 
Ther  I  was  wont  to  be  right  fresh  and  gay 
Of  clothing  and  of  other  good  array,  735 
Now  may  I  were  an  hose  upon  myn  hoed  ; 
And  wher  my  colour  was  bothe  fresh  and 

reed, 
Now  is  it  wan  and  of  a  leden  hewe  ; 
Who-so  it  useth,  soro  shal  he  rewe. 
And  of  my  swink  yet  blered  is  myn  yfi,  730 
Lo !  which  avantogo  is  to  multiplye  ! 
That  sly  ding  science  hath  me  maadsobare, 
That  I  have  no  good,  wher  that  ever  I  fare ; 
And  yet  I  am  cndetted  so  ther-by       (181) 
Of  gtAd  that  I  have  borwed,  trewely,     735 
That  whyl  I  live,  I  shal  it  quyte  never. 
Lat  every  man  be  war  by  me  for  ever  ! 
What  maner  man  that  casteth  him  ther-to. 
If  he  continue,  I  holde  his  thrift  y-do. 
So  helpe  me  god,  ther-by  shal  he  nat  winne, 
But  empte  his  purs,  and  make  his  wittes 
thinne.  (188)  741 

And  whan  he, thorgh  his  madnes  and  folye, 


Hath  lost  his  owene  good  thurgh  Jupartye, 
Thanne  he  excyteth  other  folk  ther-to. 
To  lese  hir  good  as  he  him-self  hath  do.  745 
For  tmto  shrewes  joye  it  is  and  ese 
To  have  hir  felawes  in  peyne  and  diseae ; 
Thus  vras  I  ones  lemed  of  a  clerk. 
Of  that  no  charge,  I  wol  speke  of  our  werk. 
Whan  we  been  ther  as  we  shul  exercyse 
Our  elvish  craft,  we  semen  wonder  wjrse, 
Our   termes    been    so    clergial   and    so 
queynto,  (199)  752 

I  blowe  the  fyr  til  that  myn  horte  feynte. 

What  sholde  I  tellen  eoh  proporcioun 
Of  thinges  whiche  that  we  werche  upon, 
As  on  fyye  or  sixe  ounces,  may  wel  be,  756 
Of  silver  or  som  other  quantitee. 
And  bisie  me  to  telle  yow  the  names 
Of  orpiment,  brent  bones,  yren  squames. 
That  into  poudre  grounden  been  f ul  smal  P 
And  in  an  erthen  potte  how  put  is  al,  761 
And  salt  y-put  in,  and  also  papeer,     (209) 
Bifom  thise  poudres  that  I  speke  of  heer, 
And  wel  y-covered  with  a  lampe  of  glas, 
And  mochel  other  thing  which  that  ther 
was?  765 

And  of  the  pot  and  glasses  enluting, 
That  of  the  eyre  mighte  passe  oat  no-thing? 


C6o 
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And  of  the  esy  fyr  and  smart  also, 
Which  that  was  maad,  and  of  the  care 
and  wo  769 

That  wo  haddo  in  onr  xnatires  snbljaning, 
And  in  amal||;aming^  and  calcening 
Of  quik-silver,  y-clept  Mercnrie  crude  ? 
For  alio  our  sleightes  we  can  nat  con- 
clude. (2ao) 
Our  orpiment  and  sublymed  Mercnrie, 
Our  grounden  litarge  eek  on  the  porphurie, 
Of  ech  of  thiso  of  ounces  a  certeyn       776 
Nought  hclpeth  ns,  our  labour  is  in  vc^rn. 
No  eck  our  spirites  ascencloun^ 
Ne  our  materes  that  Ijen  al  fixe  adoun, 
Mowo  in  our  werking  no-thing  us  avayle. 
For  lost  is  al  our  labour  and  travayle,     78 1 
And  al  the  cost,  a  twenty  devel  weye, 
Is  lost  also,  which  we  upon  it  leye.     (230) 

Ther  is  also  ful  many  another  thing 
That  is  unto  our  craft  apertening ;        785 
Though  I  by  ordro  hem  nat  reherce  can, 
By- cause  that  I  am  a  lewed  man. 
Yet  wol  I  telle  hem  as  they  come  to  minde, 
Though  I  ne  can  nat  sette  hem  in  hir 

kindc ; 
As  bole  armoniak,  verdegrees,  boras,    790 
And  sondry  vessels  maad  of  erthe  and  glas, 
Our  urinales  and  our  descensories, 
Violas,  croslets,  and  sublymatories,    (340) 
Cucnrbitos,  and  alembykes  eek, 
And  othere  swiche,  dere  y-nough  a  leek. 
Nat  nedeth  it  for  to  reherce  hem  alle,     796 
Watres  rubifying  and  boles  galle, 
Arsenik,  sal  armoniak,  and  brimstoon  ; 
And  herbes  coude  I  telle  eek  many  oon, 
As  eg^moine,  valerian,  and  lunarie,   800 
And  othere  swiche,  if  that  me  liste  tarie. 
Our  lampesbrenning  bothe  night  and  day. 
To  bringe  aboute  our  craft,  if  that  we 
may.  (250) 

Our  foumeys  eek  of  calcinacioun. 
And  of  watres  albificacioun,  805 

Unslekked  lym,  chalk,  and  gleyre  of  an  ey, 
Poudres  diverse,  asshes,  dong,  pisse,  and 

cley, 
Cered  pokets,  sal  peter,  vitriole ; 
And  divers  fyres  maad  of  wode  and  cole  ; 
Sal  tartre,  alkaly,  and  sal  preparat.     Bio 
And  combust  materes  and  coagulat, 
Cley  maad  with  hors  or  mannes  heer,  and 
oils 


Of  tartre,  alum,  glas,  berm,  wort,  and 

argoile,  (260) 

Besalgar,  and  our  maters  enbibing ; 
And  eek  of  our  materes  encorporing,     815 
And  of  our  silver  citrinacioun. 
Our  cementing  and  femxentacioun, 
Onr  ingottes,  testes,  and  many  mo. 

I  wol  jow  telle,  as  was  me  taught  also, 
The  foure  spirites  and  the  bodies  sevene, 
By  ordre,  as  ofte  I  herde  my  lord  hem 

nevene.  821 

The  firste  spirit  quik-silver  called  is,  (269) 
The  second  orpiment,  the  thridde,  y-wis, 
Sal  armoniak,  and  the  ferthe  brimstoon. 
The  bodies  sevene  eek,  lo !  hem  heer  anoon : 
Sol  gold  is,  and  Luna  silver  we  threpe,  826 
Mars  yren,  Mercurie  quik-silver  we  clepe, 
Satumus  leed,  and  Jupiter  is  tin, 
And  Venus  coper,  by  my  fader  kin  !     829 

This  cursed  craft  who-so  wol  exercyso, 
He  shal  no  good  han  that  him  may  suffyso ; 
For  al  the  good  he  spendeth  ther-aboute. 
He  lese  shal,  ther-of  have  I  no  doute.  (280) 
Who-so  that  listoth  outen  his  folye,      834 
Lat  him  come  forth,  and  leme  multiplye  ; 
And  every  man  that  oght  hath  in  his  cofre, 
Lat  him  appere,  and  wexo  a  philoeofre. 
Ascaunce  that  craft  is  so  light  to  lere  ? 
Nay,  nay,  god  woot,  al  be  he  monk  or 

frere. 
Freest  or  chanoun,  or  any  other  wight,  840 
Though  he  sitte  at  his  book  bothe  day  and 

night, 
In  lernyng  of  this  elvish  nyce  lore, 
Al  is  in  veyn,  and  parde,  mochel  more  ! 
To  leme  a  lewed  man  this  subtiltee,  (291) 
Ty !  spek  nat  ther-of,  for  it  wol  nat  be ;  845 
Al  conne  he  letterure,  or  conne  he  noon, 
As  in  effect,  ho  shal  finde  it  al  oon. 
For  bothe  two,  by  my  savacioun, 
Gonduden,  in  multiplicacioun, 
Y-lyke  wel,  whan  they  han  al  y-do ;     850 
This  is  to  seyn,  they  faylen  bothe  two. 

Yet  forgat  I  to  maken  rehersaille 
Of  watres  oorosif  and  of  limaille,        (300) 
And  of  bodyos  mollificacioun, 
And  also  of  hir  induraoionn,  855 

OilM,  ablucions,  and  metal  fusible, 
To  teUen  al  wolde  passen  any  bible 
That  o-wher  is ;  wherfor,  as  for  the  beste, 
Of  alle  thiae  names  now  wol  I  me  reste. 
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For,  OS  I  trowe,  I  have  yow  told  y-nowe  860 
To  royse  a  foond,  al  loke  he  never  so  rowe. 
A !  nay !  lat  be ;  the  philosophres  stoon, 
Ellixir  cicpt,  we  sechen  faste  echoon ;  (310) 
For  haddo  we  him,  than  were  we  siker 

y-now. 
But,  unto  god  of  heven  I  make  avow,  865 
For  al  our  craft,  whan  we  ban  al  y-do. 
And  al  our  sleighte,  he  wol  nat  come  as  to. 
Ho  hath  y-maad  ns  sponden  mochel  good. 
For  sorwe  of  wh  ich  almost  we  wezen  wood, 
But  that  good  hope  crepeth  in  our  herte, 
Supposinge  ever,  though  we  sore  smerte, 
To  bo  releved  by  him  al'terward  ;  872 

Swich  supposing  and  hope  is  sharp  and 

hard ;  (320) 

I  wnrne  yow  wel,  it  is  to  seken  ever  ; 
That  futnr  temps  hath  maad  men  to  dis- 
sever, 875 
In  tru^  thcr-of,  from  al  that  ever  they 

hadde. 
Yet  of  that  art  they  can  nat  wexen  sadde. 
For  nnto  hem  it  is  a  bitter  swete ; 
So  semeth  it ;  for  nadde  they  but  a  shete 
Which  that  they  mighte  wrappe  hem  inne 

a-night,  880 

And  a  bak  to  walken  inne  by  day-light. 
They  wolde  hem  sello  and  spenden  on  this 

craft ;  (329) 

They  can  nat  stinte  til  no-thing  be  lafb. 
And  evermore,  wher  that  ever  they  goon, 
Men  may  hem  knowe  by  smel  of  brim- 

stoon ;  885 

For  al  the  world,  they  stinken  aa  a  goot ; 
Her  savour  is  so  rammish  and  so  hoot, 
That,  though  a  man  from  hem  a  mylo  be, 
The  savour  wol  infecte  him,  trusteth  me; 
Lo,  thus  by  smelling  and  threedbare  array. 
If  that  men  liste,  thisfolk  they  knowe  may. 
And  if  a  man  wol  aske  hem  prively,     892 
Wliy  they  been  clothed  so  unthriftily,  (340) 
They  right  anon  wol  rownen  in  his  ere, 
And  seyn,  that  if  that  they  espyed  were, 
Men  wolde  hem  slee,  by-cause    of  hir 

science ;  896 

Lo,  thus  this  folk  bitrayen  innocence ! 
Passe  over  this  ;  I  go  my  tale  un-ta 
Er  than  the  pot  be  on  the  fyr  y-do, 
Of  metals  with  a  certein  quantitee,      900 
My  lord  hem  tempreth,  and  no  man  bat 

he — 


Now  he  is  goon,  I  dar  seyn  boldely — 
For,  as  men  seyn,  he  can  don  craftily ;  (350) 
Algate  I  woot  wel  he  hath  swich  a  name, 
And  yet  ful  ofte  he  rennet  h  in  a  blame ;  905 
And  wite  ye  how  ?  ful  ofte  it  happeth  so, 
The  pot  to-breketh,  and  farewcl !  al  is  go ! 
Thise  metals  been  of  so  greet  violence. 
Oar  walles  mowe  nat  make  hem  resistence, 
Butif  they  weren  wroght  of  lym  andstoon ; 
They  percen  so,  and  thorgh  the  wal  they 

goon,  9it 

And  somme    of   hem  sinken   in-to  the 

ground—  (359) 

Thus  ban  we  lost  by  tymes  many  a  poond — 
And  somme  are  scatered  al  the  floor  aboate, 
Somme  lepe  in-to  the  roof;    with-outen 

doate,  915 

Though  that  the  feend  noght  in  oar  sighte 

him  shewe, 
I  trowe  he  with  us  be,  that  ilko  shrewo ! 
In  helle  wher  that  he  is  lord  and  sire, 
Nis  thor  more  wo,  no  more  rancour  ne  ire. 
Whan  that  our  pot  is  broke,  as  I  have 

sayd,  920 

Every  man  chit,  and  halt  him  yvel  apayd. 

Som  soyde,  it  was  long  on  the  fyr- 

making,  (369) 

Som  seyde,  nay  !  it  was  on  the  blowing ; 
(Than  was  I  fered,  for  that  was  myn  office) ; 
*  Straw ! '  quod  the  thridde,  *ye  been  lewed 

and  nyco,  925 

It  was  nat  tempred  as  it  oghte  be.' 
^  Nay ! '  quod  the  ferthe,  ^  stint,  and  herkne 

mo  ; 
By-cause  oar  fyr  ne  was  nat  maad  of  beech, 
That  is  the  cause,  and  other  noon,  so 

theech ! ' 
I  can  nat  telle  wher-on  it  was  long,      930 
But  wel  I  wot  greet  stryf  is  us  among. 
*  What ! '  qaod  my  lord, '  ther  is  na-more 

to  done. 
Of  thise  perils  I  wol  be  war  efb-sone  ;  (380) 
I  am  right  siker  that  the  pot  was  erased. 
Be  as  be  may,  be  ye  no-thing  amased ;  935 
As  usage  is,  lat  swepe  the  floor  as  swythe, 
Plukke  up  your  hertes,  and  both  gladde 

and  blsrthe.' 
The  mollok  on  an  hepe  y-sweped  was, 
And  on  the  floor  y-cast  a  canevas, 
And  al  this  mullok  in  a  sive  y-throwe,  940 
And  sifted,  and  y-piked  many  a  throws. 


663 


Zit  tanUvtutji  Zatut.         [t.  1641C-16493. 


'Pardee,'  quod  oon,  'somwhat  of  our 

metal 
Yet  is  ther  heer,  though  that  we  han  nat  aL 
Al-thongh  this  thing  xniahapped  have  as 

now,  (391) 

Another  tyme  it  mi^  be  wel  y-now,     94^ 
Us  moste  putte  our  good  in  aventore  ; 
A  marchant,  parde  !  may  nat  ay  endure 
Tmsteth  me  wel,  in  his  prosperitee ; 
Somtyme  his  good  is  drenched  in  the  see, 
And  Bomtym  comth  it  sauf  nn-to  the 

londe.'  950 

*  Pees !  *  quod  my  lord,  *  the  next  iyme 

I  wol  fonde  (398) 

To  bringe  our  craft  al  in  another  plyte ; 
And  but  I  do,  sirs,  lat  me  han  the  wyte ; 
Ther  was  defaate  in  som-what,  wel  I  woot.' 
Another  seyde,  the  fyr  was  over  hoot : — 
Bnt,  be  it  hoot  or  cold,  I  dar  seye  this,  956 
That  we  oonduden  evermore  amis. 
We  fayle  of  that  which  that  we  wdden 

haye, 
And  in  oar  madnesse  evermore  we  rave. 
And  whan  we  been  togidres  everichoon. 
Every  man  semeth  a  Salomon.  961 

But  al  thing  which  that  shyneth  as  the 

gold  (409) 

Nis  nat  gold,  as  that  I  have  herd  it  told ; 
Ne  every  appel  that  is  fair  at  yd 
Ne  is  nat  good,  what-so  men  clappe  or 

ciye.  965 

Right  so,  lo  1  fareth  it  amonges  ns ; 
He  that  semeth  the  wysest,  by  Jesus  1 
Is  most  fool,  whan  it  cometh  to  the  preef ; 
And  he  that  semeth  trewest  is  a  theef ; 
That  shul  ye  knowe,  er  that  I  fro  yow 

wende,  970 

By  that  X  of  my  tale  have  maad  an  ende. 

ExpUcU  prima  pars. 

Et  sequitur  para  secunda, 

Ther  is  a  chanonn  of  religioon 
Amonges  us,  wolde  infeote  al  a  toun,  (410) 
Though  it  as  greet  were  as  was  Ninivee, 
Rome,  Alisaundre,Troye,  and  othere  three. 
His  sleightcs  and  his  inflnit  falsnease    976 
Ther  coude  no  man  wryten,  as  I  gesse, 
Thogh  that  he  mighte  liven  a  thousand 

yocr. 
In  al  this  world  of  falshede  nis  his  peer ; 
For  in  his  termos  so  he  wolde  him  winde, 


Andspekehiswordesinsoslyakinde,  981 
Whan  he  commune  shal  witii  any  wight, 
That  he  wol  make  him  doten  anon  right, 
But  it  a  feend  be,  as  him-selven  is.  (431) 
Ful  many  a  man  hath  he  bigyled  er  this. 
And  wol,  if  that  he  live  may  a  whyle ;  986 
And  yet  men  xyde  and  goon  ful  many  a 

myle 
Him  for  to  seke  and  have  his  aqueynt- 

aunce, 
Koght  knowinge  of  his  false  govemaunce. 
And  if  yow  list  to  yeve  me  audience,   990 
I  wol  it  tellen  heer  in  3ronr  presence. 
But  worshipf^il  ohanouns  religious, 
Ne  demeth  nat  that  I  sdaundre  your  hous, 
Al-though  my  tale  of  a  chanoun  be.   (441 ) 
Of  every  ordre  som  shrewe  is,  parde,    995 
And  god  forbede  that  al  a  companye 
Sholde  rewe  a  singuler  mannes  folyo. 
To  sdaondre  yow  is  no-thingmyn  entente, 
But  to  correcten  that  is  mis  I  mente. 
This  tale  was  nat  only  told  for  yow,   1000 
But  eek  for  othere  mo ;  ye  woot  wel  how 
That,  among  Cristes  apostelles  twelve, 
Ther  nas  no  traytour  but  Judas  him-selve. 
Than  why  sholde  al  the  remenant  have 

blame  (451) 

That  giltlees  were  ?  by  yow  I  seye  the  same. 
Save  only  this,  if  ye  wol  herkne  me,   iou6 
If  any  Judas  in  your  oovent  be, 
Remeveth  him  bitymes,  I  jrow  rede, 
If  shame  or  los  may  causen  any  drede.  1009 
And  both  no-thing  displosod,  I  yow  preyc, 
But  in  this  cas  herkneth  what  I  shal  seye. 

In  London  was  a  preest,  an  annueleer, 
That  therin  dwelled  hadde  many  a  yeer, 
Which  was  so  plesaunt  and  so  servisable 
Unto  the  wyf,  wher-as  he  was  at  table,  (46a) 
That  she  wolde  suffre  him  no-thing  for  to 
paye  1016 

For  bord  ne  clothing,  wente  he  never  so 

gaye; 
And  spcnding-silver  hadde  he  right  y-now. 
Therof  no  fors ;  I  wol  proce<le  as  now,  IU19 
And  telle  forth  my  tale  of  the  chanoun. 
That  broghte  this  preest  to  confusioun. 

This  false  chanoun  cam  up-on  a  day 
Unto  this  preestes  chambre,  wher  he  lay, 
Biscohing  him  to  lene  him  a  ccrteyn  (471) 
^  Of  gold,  and  he  wolde  quyte  it  him  ageyn. 
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'  Lene  me  a  mark,'  quod  he,  *  but  dayes 

three,  ioa6 

And  at  my  day  I  wol  it  qayten  thee. 
And  if  so  bo  that  thou  me  finde  fait, 
Another  day  do  han^e  me  by  the  hals  ! ' 
This  proest  him  took  a  mark,  and  that 

as  swythe,  1030 

And  this  chanonnhim  thanked  ofte^ythe, 
And  took  his  leve,  and  wente  forth  his 

weye,  (479) 

And  at  the  thridde  day  broghtehismoneye, 
And  to  the  preest  he  took  his  gold  aga3m, 
Wherof  this  preest  was  wonder  glad  and 

fayn.  1035 

'  Certes,'  quod  he,  'no-thing  anojreth  me 
To  lene  a  man  a  noble,  or  two  or  three, 
Or  what  thing  were  in  my  possessioun, 
Whan  he  so  trewo  is  of  condicionn, 
That  in  no  wyso  he  broke  wol  his  day ;  1040 
To  swich  a  man  I  can  never  seye  nay/ 

*  What ! '  quod  this  chanoon,  '  sholde  I 

bountrewe?  (489) 

Nay,  that  were  thing  y>fallen  al  of-newe. 
Troutho  is  a  thing  that  I  wol  ever  kepe 
Un-to  that  day  in  which  that  I  shal  orepe 
In-to  my  grave,  and  elles  god  forbede ;  1046 
Bilovoth  this  as  siker  as  is  your  orede. 
God  thanko  I,  and  in  good  tyme  be  it  sayd, 
That  ther  was  neyer  man  yet  3rvel  apayd 
For  g^ld  ne  silver  that  he  to  me  lente,  1050 
No  never  falshode  in  myn  herte  I  mente. 
And  sir,'  quod  he,  *  now  of  my  privetee. 
Sin  yo  so  goodllch  han  been  nn-to  me,  (500) 
And  kythod  to  me  so  greet  gentillesse,  1054 
Somwhat  to  quyte  with  your  kindenesse, 
I  wol  yow  shewe,  and,  if  yow  list  to  lore, 
I  wol  yow  teche  pleynly  the  manere, 
How  I  con  worken  in  philosophye. 
Taketh  good  heed,  ye  shul  wel  seen  at  yS, 
That  I  wol  doon  a  maistrie  er  I  go.'     1060 

•  Ye,'  quod  the  preest,  '  ye,  air,  and  wol 

ye  so  ? 
Marie  !  ther-of  I  pray  yow  hortely ! '  (509) 

'  At  your  comandement,  sir,  trewely,' 
Quod  the  chanoun, '  and  elles  god  forbede ! ' 

Lo,  how  this  theef  ooude  his  servyso 
bcde !  1065 

Fill  sooth  it  is,  that  swioh  profred  servyse 
Stinketh,  as  witnessen  thise  olde  wjrse ; 
And  that  ful  sone  I  wol  it  verifye 
In  this  chanoun,  rote  of  al  tiecherye,  1069 


That  over-more  dolyt  hath  and  gladnease— 
Swioh  foendly  thoughtes  in  his  herte  ixur 

presse — 
How  Cristea  peple  he  may  to  meschief 

bringe ;  (519) 

Qod  kepe  us  A:t)m  his  fals  dissimulinge  ! 
Noght  wiste  this  preest  with  whom  that 

he  delte, 
Ne  of  his  harm  cominge  he  no-thing  felte. 
O  sely  preest !  O  sely  innocent !  1076 

With  coveityse  anon  thou  shalt  be  blent  I 
O  gracelees,  ful  blind  is  thy  conceit. 
No-thing  ne  artow  war  of  the  deceit 
Which  that  this  fox  y-shapen  hath  to  thee ! 
His  wyly  wrenches  thou  ne  mayst  nat  flee. 
Wherfor,  to  go  to  the  conclusioun      108 j 
That  refereth  to  thy  confusioun,         (530) 
Unhappy  man  !  anon  I  wol  me  hye 
To  tellen  th3m  unwit  and  thy  folye,    1085 
And  eek   the    falsnesse    of  that    other 

wrecche. 
As  forforth  as  that  my    conning  may 

strecche. 
This  chanoun  was  my  lord,  ye  wolden 

wene? 
Sir  host,  in  feith,  and  by  the  hevenes 

quene, 
It  was  another  chanoun,  and  nat  he,  1090 
That  can  an  hundred  fold  more  snbtiltee ! 
He  hath  bitrayed  folkes  many  tyme  ; 
Of  his  falshede  it  dulleth  me  to  rjrme.  (540) 
Ever  whan  that  I  spoke  of  his  falshode, 
For  shame  of  him  my  chokes  wexon  rede ; 
Algates,  they  biginnen  for  to  glowe,   1096 
For  reednosse  have  I  noon,  right  wel  I 

knowe, 
In  my  visage ;  for  fumes  dyverse 
Of  metals,  which  ye  han  herd  me  rehorce, 
Consumed  and  wasted  han  my  reednosse. 
Now  tak  heed  of  this  chanouns  cursed- 

nesse !  iioi 

'  Sir,'  quod  ho  to  the  preest,  '  lat  your 

man  gon  (549) 

For  quik-silver,  that  wo  it  hadde  anon ; 
And  lat  him  bringon  ounces  two  or  three ; 
And  whan  ho  comth,  as  fasto  shul  yo  see 
A  wonder  thing,  which  ye  saugh  never  er 

this.'  1 106 

'  Sir,'  quod  the  proest,  '  it  shal  be  doon, 

y-wis,' 
He  bad  his  servant  fecchen  him  this  thing, 
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And  he  al  redy  was  at  his  bidding, 

And  wento  him  forth,  and  cam  anon 

agayn  mo 

With  this  qaik-silver,  soothly  for  to  sayn, 
And  took  thise  ounces  three  to  the  oha- 

nonn ;  (559) 

And  ho  hem  leyde  fayro  and  wel  adoon, 
And  bad  the  servant  coles  for  to  bringo, 
That  he  anon  mighte  go  to  his  werkinge. 
The  coles  right  anon  wcren  y-fet,     11 16 
And  this  chanoon  took  out  a  crosselet 
Of  his  bosom,  and  shewed  it  the  preest. 
*This  instrument,'  quod  he,  *  which  that 

thou  seest, 
Tak  in  thyn  hand,  and  put  thy-self  ther- 

inno  iiao 

Of  this  quik-silver  an  ounce,  and  hcer  bi- 

ginne. 
In  the  name  of  Crist,  to  wexe  a  philosofre. 
Ther  been  ful  fowe,  whiohe  that  I  wolde 

profre  (570) 

To  shewen  hem  thus  muche  of  my  science. 
For  ye  shul  seen  hecr,  by  experience,  1125 
That  this  quik-silver  wol  I  mortifye 
Bight  in  your  sights  anon,  withouten  lye, 
And  make  it  as  good  silver  and  as  fyn 
As  ther  is  any  in  your  purs  or  myn, 
Or  elleswher,  and  make  it  malliablo  ;  C130 
And  eMeSj  holdeth  me  fals  and  unable 
Amonges  folk  for  ever  to  appere !        (579) 
I  have  a  poudre  hoer,  that  coste  me  dere, 
Shal  make  al  good,  for  it  is  cause  of  al 
My  conning,  which  that  I  yow  shewen 

shaL  1135 

Yoydeth  your  man,  and  lat  him  be  ther- 

oute, 
And  shot  the  dore,  whyls  we  been  abonte 
Our  privetee,  that  no  man  us  espye 
Whyls  that  we  worke  in  this  philosophjre.' 
Al  as  he  bad,  fulfilled  was  in  dede,      1140 
This  ilko  servant  anon-right  out  yode, 
And  his  maister  shctte  the  doro  anon, 
And  to  hir  labour  spcodily  they  gon.  (590) 
This  preest,  at  this  cursed  ohanouns 

bidding, 
Up-on  the  fyr  anon  sette  this  thing,   1x45 
And  blow  the  fyr,  and  bisicd  him  ful  faste ; 
And  this  chanoun  in-to  the  oroslet  caste 
A  poudre,  noot  I  whor-of  that  it  was 
Y-maad,  other  of  chalk,  other  of  glas, 
Or  som-what  elles,  was  nat  worth  a  Bye 


To  blynde  with  the  preest ;  and  bad  him 

bye  1 151 

The  coles  for  to  couchen  al  above       (599) 
The  croslet;     *for,  in  tokening  I  thee 

love,' 
Quod  this  chanoun, '  thyn  owene  hondes 

two 
Shul  werche  al  thing  which  that  shal  heer 

be  do/  iic^ 

'  Graunt  mercy,'  quod  the  preest,  and 

was  ful  glad, 
And  couched  coles  as  the  chanoun  bad. 
And   whyle   he    bisy  was,  this  feendly 

wrecche, 
This  fals  chanoun,  the  foule  feend  him 

fecche ! 
Out  of  his  bosom  took  a  bechen  cole,  1 16» 
In  which  ftd  subtilly  was  maad  an  hole. 
And  ther-in  put  was  of  silver  lymaillo 
An  ounce,  and  stopped  ¥ra8,  with-outen 

fayle,  (610) 

The  hole  with  wex,  to  Tsepe  the  lymail  in. 
And  understondeth,  that  this  false  gin 
Was  nat  maad  ther,  but  it  was  maad 

bifore ;  1166 

And  othere  thinges  I  shal  telle  more 
Heraftorward,  which  that  he  with   him 

broghte ; 
£r  he  cam  ther,  him  to  bigyle  he  thoghte, 
And   so  ho   dide,   er  that   they  wente 

a-twinne;  11 70 

Til  ho  had  terved  him,  coude  he  not  blinne. 
It  dulleth  me  whan  that  I  of  him  speke, 
On  his  falshede  fajm  woldo  I  me  wreke. 
If  I  wiste  how ;  but  he  is  heer  and  ther  : 
He  is  so  variaunt,  he  abit  no-wher.      11 75 
But  taketh  heed  now,  sirs,  for  goddcs 

love !  (623) 

He  took  his  cole  of  which  I  spak  above, 
And  in  his  bond  he  baar  it  prively. 
And  whyls  the  preest  couchode  busily 
The  coles,  as  I  tolde  yow  cr  this,  1 180 

This  chanoun  soyde, '  frecnd,  ye  doon  amis ; 
This  is  nat  couched  as  it  oght«  be  ; 
But  sone  I  shal  amendon  it,' quod  he.  (630) 
*  Now  lat  me  medle  therwith  but  a  whyle, 
For  of  yow  have  I  pitee,  by  seint  Gyle !  1 185 
Ye  been  right  hoot,  I  see  wel  how  ye  swete, 
Have  heer  a  cloth,  and  wyjM  awey  the 

wete.* 
And  whyles  that  the  preest  wjrptd  hii  fboe, 
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This  chanoun  took  hia  cole  with  harde 
grace,  "89 

And  lejde  it  above,  np-on  the  middeward 
Of  the  croslet,  and  blew  wel  afterward, 
Til  that  the  coles  gonne  faste  brenne. 
'  Now  yeve  us  drinke,'  quod  the  chanoun 
thenne,  (640) 

'  As  swythe  al  shal  be  wel,  I  undertake ; 
Sitto  we  doun,  and  lat  us  mery  make.'  1 195 
And  whan  that  this  chanonnes  beohen 

cole 
Was  brent,  al  the  lymaille,  out  of  the  hole, 
Into  the  croslet  fil  anon  adoun  ; 
And  so  it  moste  nedes,  by  resoun, 
Sin  it  so  even  aboven  couched  was ;    1200 
But  ther-of  wiste  the  preest  no-thing,  alas! 
He  demed  alle  the  coles  y-liche  good, 
For  of  the  sleighte  he  no-thing  under- 
stood. (650) 
And  whan  this  alkamistre  saugh  his  tyme, 
' Bys  up,'  (juod  ho, '  sir  preest,  and  stondeth 
by  me  ;  1005 
And  for  I  woot  wel  ingot  have  ye  noon, 
Goth,  walketh  forth,  and  bring  us  a  chalk- 

stoon ; 
For  I  wol  make  oon  of  the  same  shap 
That  is  an  ingot,  if  I  may  han  hap. 
And  bringeth  eek  with  yow  a  bolle  or 


a  panne, 


I3IO 


Ful  of  water,  and  ye  shul  see  wel  thanne 
How  that  our  bisinesse  shal  thryve  and 

prove. 
And  yet,  for  ye  shul  han  no  misbileve  (660) 
Ne  wrong  conceit  of  me  in  your  absence, 
I  ne  wol  nat  been  out  of  your  presence,  12 15 
But  go  with  yow,  and  come  with  yow 

agejTi.' 
The  chambre-dore,  shortly  for  to  sejm. 
They  opened  and  shette,  and  wente  hir 

weyo. 
And  forth  with  hem  they  oarieden  the 

keye,  1219 

And  come  agayn  with-outen  any  delay. 
What  sholde  I  tarien  al  the  longe  day  ? 
He  took  the  chalk,  and  shoop  it  in  the 

wyse 
Of  an  ingot,  as  I  shal  yow  devyse.       (670) 

I  seye,  ho  took  out  of  his  owene  sieve 
A  teyne  of  silver  (yvele  mote  he  cheve !) 
Which  that  ne  was  nat  but  an  ounce  of 

weighte ;  1226 


And    taketh    heed   now   of  his   cursed 

sleighte ! 
He  shoop  his  ingot,  in  lengthe  and  eek 

in  brede. 
Of  this  teyne,  with-outen  any  drede. 
So  slyly,  that  the  preest  it  nat  espyde  ;  1330 
And  in  his  sieve  agayn  he  gan  it  hyde ; 
And  fro  the  fyr  he  took  up  his  matere, 
And  in  th'ingot  putte  it  with  mery  ohere, 
And  in  the  water-vessel  he  it  caste     (681) 
Whan  that  him  luste,  and  bad  the  preest 

as  faste,  1235 

'  Look  what  ther  is,  put  in  thyn  hand  and 

grope, 
Thow  finde  shalt  ther  silver,  as  I  hope ; 
What,  devel  of  helle  !  sholde  it  elles  be  ? 
Shaving  of  silver  silver  is,  pardee  !  * 
He  putte  his  hond  in,  and  took  up  a  teyne 
Of  silver  fyn,  and  glad  in  every  veyne  1241 
Was  this  preest,  whan  he  saugh  that  it 

was  so. 
*  Gk>ddes  blessing,  and  his  modres  also,  (690) 
And  alle  halwes  have  ye,  sir  chanoun,' 
Seyde  this  preest,  *  and  I  hir  malisoun,  1345 
But,  and  ye  vouche-sauf  to  techen  me 
This  noble  craft  and  this  subtilitee, 
I  wol  be  youre,  in  al  that  ever  I  may !  * 

Quod  the  chanoun, '  yet  wol  I  make  assay 
The  second  tyme,  that  ye  may  taken  hedo 
And  been  expert  of  this,  and  in  your  nedo 
Another  day  assaye  in  myn  absence  1352 
This  disciplyne  and  this  crafty  science. 
Lat  take  another  ounce,'  quod  he  tho,  (701) 
'  Of  quik-silver,  with-outen  wordes  mo,  1355 
And  do  thor-with  as  ye  han  doon  er  this 
With  that  other,  which  that  now  silver  is.' 
This  preest  him  bisieth  in  al  that  he  can 
To  doon  as  this  chanoun,  this  cursed  man, 
Comanded  him,  and  faste  he  blew  the  fyr, 
For  to  come  to  th'effeot  of  his  desyr.  1361 
And  this  chanoun,  right  in  the  mene 

whyle, 
Al  redy  was,  the  preest  eft  to  bigyle,  (710) 
And,  for  a  countenance,  in  his  hande  he  bar 
An  holwe  stikke  (tak  keep  and  be  war  !) 
In  the  cnde  of  which  an  ounce,  and 
na-more,  1366 

Of  silver  Ijrmail  put  was,  as  bifore 
Was  in  his  cole,  and  stopped  with  wex 

weel 
For  to  kepe  in  his  Ijrmail  every  deeL 
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And  whyl  this  proost  was  in  his  bisinesse, 
This  chanoun  with  hia  stikke  gan  him 

dresse  1271 

To  him.  anon,  and  his  ponder  casto  in  (719) 
As  he  did  er  ;  (the  devel  out  of  his  ikin 
Him  tervc,  I  pray  to  god,  for  his  falshede ; 
For  he  was  ever  fals  in  thoght  and  dede) ; 
And  with  this  stikke,  above  the  croslei. 
That  was  ordoyned  with  that  false  get, 
He  stired  the  colos,  til  releuto  gan 
The  wox  agayn  the  fyr,  as  every  man. 
But  it  a  fool  bo,  woot  wel  it  mot  nede,  1280 
And  al  that  in  the  stikke  was  oat  yedo. 
And  in  the  croslot  hastily  it  fel.  (7^9) 

Now  godo  sirs,  what  wol  ye  bet  than  wel  ? 
Whan  that  this  preest  thus  was  bigyled 

agojTi,  1284 

Supposing  noght  but  trouthe.  Both  to  aeya^ 
He  WAS  so  glad,  that  I  can  nat  expresse 
In  no  manere  his  mirthe  and  his  glad- 

nesse  ; 
And  to  the  chanoun  he  profred  eftsone 
Body  and  good  ;  'ye,'  quod  the  chanoun 

sone, 

*  Though  povre  I  be,  crafty  thou  shalt  me 

Undo  ;  1290 

I  wame  thcc,  yet  is  ther  more  bihinde. 
Is  ther  any  coper  her-inno  ?  '  seydo  he. 
*Yo,*  quod  the  preest,  ^sir,  I  trowe  wel 

ther  be.'  (740) 

*  Elles  go  bye  us  som,  and  that  as  swjrthe. 
Now,   gode    sir,   go  ibrth  thy  wey  and 

hy  the.' 
Ho  woute  his  wey,  and  with  the  coper 

cam,  1296 

And  this  chanoun  it  in  his  handes  nam. 
And  of  that  coper  weyed  out  but  an  ounce. 
Al  to  simple  is  my  tonge  to  pronounce, 
As  ministre  of  my  wit,  the  doublenesse 
Of  this  chanoun,  rote  of  al  cursednesse.  1301 
Ho  semed  freendly  to  hem  that  knewe 

him  noght, 
But  he  was  feendly  botho  in  herte  and 

thoght.  (750) 

It  werieth  me  to  telle  of  his  falsnesse, 
And  nathelecs  yet  wol  I  it  expresse,    1305 
To  th 'entente  that  men  may  be  war  therby, 
And  for  noon  other  cause,  trewely. 

He  putte  his  ounce  of  coper  in  the 

croslet, 
And  on  the  fyr  as  swythe  he  hath  it  set, 


And  casto  in  poudre,  and  made  the  preest 

to  blowo,  1310 

And  in  his  working  for  to  stonpe  lowe. 
As  he  dide  er,  and  al  nas  but  a  jape  ; 
Right  as  him  liste,  the  preest  he  mado 

his  ape ;  (760) 

And  afterward  in  th'ingot  ho  it  caste. 
And  in  the  panne  putto  it  at  the  lasto  13 15 
Of  water,  and  in  ho  putto  his  owene  bond. 
And  in  his  sieve  (as  ye  bifom-hond 
Horde  me  telle)  ho  haddo  a  silver  te^-ne. 
He  slyly  took  it  out,  this  cursed  hoync — 
Unwiting  this  preest  of  his  false  craft — 
And  in  the  pannes  botme  he  hath  it  laft  ; 
And  in  the  water  rombled  to  an<l  fro. 
And  wonder  prively  took  up  also        (770) 
The  coper  teyne,  noght    knowing   this 

preest, 
And  hidde  it,  and  him  honto  by  the  broost, 
And  to  him  spak,  and  thus  soyde  in  his 

game,  1326 

*  Stouixjth  adoun,  by  god,  ye  be  to  blame. 
Hclpeth  mo  now,  as  I  dide  yow  whyl-er, 
Putte  in  your  hand,  and  loketh  what  is 

ther.'  1329 

This  preest  took  up  this  silver  teyne  anon. 
And  thanne  seydo  the  chanoun,  '^lat  us 

gon 
With  thiso  threo  tcynes,  which  that  wo 

ban  wroght, 
To  som  goldsmith,  and  wite  if  they  been 

oght.  (780) 

For,  by  my  foith,  I  nolde,  for  myn  hood, 
But-if  that  they  were    silver,   fyn  and 

good,  1335 

And  that  as  swythe  proved  shal  it  be.' 
Un-to  the  goldsmith  with  thise  teynes 

three 
They  went«,  and  putte  thise  teynes  in  assay 
To  fyr  and  hamor ;  mighte  no  manseynay, 
But  that  they  woron  as  hem  oghto  be. 
This    8ott«d    preest,  who  was  gladder 

than  ho?  134 1 

Was  never  brid  gladder  agayn  the  day, 
Ne  nightingale,  in  the  sesoun  of  May,  (790) 
Nas  never  noon  that  luste  bet  to  singe  ; 
Ne  lady  lustier  in  carolinge  1345 

Or  for  to  speke  of  love  and  wommanhedo, 
Ne  knight  in  armes  to  doon  an  hardy  dede 
To  stonde  in  grace  of  his  lady  dere, 
Than  had  this  preest  this  sory  craft  to  lere; 
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And  to  the  chAnoun  thas  lio   spak  and 

seydo,  1350 

'  For  love  of  god,  that  for  us  alle  deyde. 
And  as  I  may  deserve  it  un-to  yow, 
What  shal  this  receit  coste  ?  telleth  now ! ' 
'  By  our  lady,'  qnod  thisehanoun, '  it  is 

dore,  (8c)i) 

T  warno  yow  wol ;  for,  save  I  and  a  frero, 
III  Engolond  thcr  can  no  man  it  make/ 
'  No  fors,'  quod  he,  *"  now,  sir,  for  goddos 

sake,  1357 

What  shal  I  paye  ?  telleth  mo,  I  preye.' 

'  Y-wis,'  quod  he,  'it  is  fill  dere,  I  seye  ; 
Sir,  nt  o  word,  if  that  thee  list  it  have, 
Yo  shul  payo  fourty  pound,  so  god  me 

save !  1361 

And,  noro  the  freendship  that  yo  dide  er 

this 
To  mo,  ye  sholdo,  jmyo  more,  y-wis.*     (810) 
This  preest  the  soinmo  of  fourty  pound 

anon 
Of  nobles  fette,  and  took  hem  ©verichon 
To  this  chanoun,  for  this  ilke  receit ;  1366 
Al  his  working  nas  but  fraudo  and  deceit. 
'  Sir  xjreest,'  he  seyde,  'I  kei>e  han no  loos 
Of  my  craft,  for  I  wolde  it  kept  were  cloos ; 
And  as  yo  love  me,  kepeth  it  secree ;  1370 
For,  and  men  knowe  al  my  subtilitce, 
By  god,  they  woldon  han  so  greet  envyo 
To  me,  by-cause  of  my  philosophye,    (820) 
I  sholdo  be  deed,  thor  were  non  other 

weye.' 
'  God    it    forbedc ! '   quod    the  preest, 

'  what  sey  ye  ?  '  1375 

Yet  haddo  I  lever  spendcn  al  the  good 
Which  that  I  have  (and  elles  wexe  I  wood !) 
Than  that  ye  sholden  falle  in  swich  ine»> 

cheef.' 
'  Ft)r  your  good  wil,  sir,  have  ye  right 

g<K>d  preef,' 
Quod  tho  chanoun,  'and  far-wel,  grant 

mercy  I '  1380 

lie  wr-nto  his  wey  and  never  the  preest 

him  By 
After  that  day ;  and  whan  that  this  preest 

sholde  (839) 

Maken  assay,  at  swich  tyme  as  he  wolde, 
Of  this  receit,  far-wel  I  it  wolde  nat  be  ! 
Lo,  thus  byjaped  and  bigyled  was  he  I  1385 
Tims  maketh  he  his  introduccioun 
To  bringe  folk  to  hir  destraccioun. — 


Considereth,    sirs,    how   that,  in   ech 

estaat. 
Bitwise  men  and  gold  ther  is  debaat 
So  forforth,  that  unnethes  is  ther  noon. 
This  multiplying  blent  so  many  oon,   1391 
That  in  good  feith  I  trowe  that  it  be 
The  cause  grettest  of  swich  scarsetee.  (840) 
Philosophres  speken  so  mistily 
In  this  craft,  that  men   ciin  nat  come 

therby,  1395 

For  any  wit  that  men  han  now  a-dayes. 
They  mowe  wcl  chiteren,  as  doon  thise 

jayes, 
And  in  her  termessette  h ir  lust  and x>ej'ne, 
But  to  hir  purpos  shul  they  never  attoyne. 
A  man  may  lightly  leme,  if  hehaveaught, 
To    multiplye,  and    bringe  his  good   to 

naught !  (848;  1401 

Lo  !  swich  a  lucre  is  in  this  lusty  game. 
A  mannes  mirthe  it  wol  tome  un-to  gramc. 
And  empten  also  grete  and  hevy  purses. 
And  maken  folk  for  to  purchasen  curses 
Of  hem,  that  han  hir  good  therto  y-lent. 
0 1  fy  !  for  shame  I  they  that  han  been 

brent,  1407 

Alias !  can  they  nat  flee  tho  fjrres  hete  ? 
Ye  that  it  use,  I  rede  ye  it  lote, 
Lest  ye  lose  al ;    for  bet  than  never  is 

late.  14 10 

Never  to  thryve  were  to  long-  a  date. 
Though  ye  prolle  ay,  ye  shul  it  never 

finde ;  (859) 

Y''e  been  as  boldo  as  is  Bayard  the  blinde, 
That  blundreth  forth,  and  peril  casteth 

noon  ; 
He  is  as  bold  to  renne  agayn  a  stoon  14 15 
As  for  to  goon  besydes  in  the  weye. 
So  faron  yo  that  multiplye,  I  seye. 
If  that  your  y^n  can  nat  seen  aright, 
Loke  that  your  minde  lakke  nought  his 

sight.  (866) 

For,  though  yo  loke  never  so  brodo,  and 

stare,  143a 

Ye  shul  nat  winnea  myteonthat  chafikre, 
But  wasten  al  that  ye  may  rape  and  renne. 
Withdrawe  tho  fyr,  lest  it  to  faste  brenne ; 
Medleth  na-moro  with  that  art,  I  mene. 
For,  if  ye  doon,  your  thrift  is  goon  ful 

clone.  1425 

And  right  as  swythe  I  wol  yow  tellen  here, 
What  philosophres  seyn  in  this  matere. 
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Lo,  tlms  Beith  Arnold  of  the  Newe  Toon, 
Aa  his  Hosarie  xnaketh  mencionn  ; 
He  seith  right  thnSf  with-oaten  any  lye, 
'  Ther  Toay  no  man  Meroarie  mortifye,  1431 
Bnt  it  be  with  his  brother  knowleohing. 
How  that  he,  which  that  first  seyde  this 

thing,  (880) 

Of  philosophres  fader  was,  Hermes; 
He  seith,  how  that  the  dragoon,  doutelees, 
Ne  deyeth  nat,  but-if  that  he  be  slayn  1436 
With  his  brother ;  and  that  is  for  to  sayn. 
By  the  dragonn,  Mercnrie  and  noon  other 
He  understood ;   and  brimstoon  by  his 

brother. 
That  out  of  tol  and  Ittna  were  y-drswa 
And  therfor,'  seyde  he,  ^  tak  heed  to  my 

sawe,  144 1 

Let  no  man  bisy  him  this  art  for  to  seohe, 
But-if  that  he  tii'entencionn  and  speche 
Of  philosophres  nnderstonde  can ;     (891) 
And  if  he  do,  he  is  a  lewed  man.         1445 
For  this  science  and  this  conning,'  qnod  he, 

*  Is  of  the  secree  of  seorees,  parde.' 

Also  ther  was  a  disciple  of  Plato, 
That  on  a  tyme  seyde  his  nudster  to. 
As  his  book  Senior  wol  bere  witnesso,  1450 
And  this  was  his  demande  in  soothfisst- 

nesso: 
'  Tel  me  the  name  of  the  privy  stoon  ?  * 

And  Plato  answerde  unto  him  anoon, 

*  Tak  the  stoon  that  Titanos  men  name.* 

*  Which  is  that  ?'  quod  he.     *  Magnesia 
is  the  same,'  (902)  1455 


Seyde  Plato.    *  Ye,  sir,  and  is  it  thus  ? 

This  is  ignotum  per  ignoUus. 

What  is  Magnesia,  good  sir,  I  yow  preyo?' 

*  It  is  a  water  that  is  maad,  I  seye. 

Of  elementes  foure,'  quod  Plato.         1460 

*  Tel  me  the  rote,  good  sir,'  quod  he  tho, 
*0f  that  water,  if  that  it  be  your  wille? ' 

*  Nay,  nay,'  quod  Plato,  *  certein,  that 

I  nille.  (910) 

The  philosophres  sworn  were  everichoon, 
That    they   sholden  discovere    it  un-to 

noon,  1465 

Ne  in  no  book  it  wiyte  in  no  manere ; 
For  un-to  Crist  it  is  so  leef  and  dere 
That  he  wol  nat  that  it  discovered  be, 
But  wher  it  lyketh  to  his  doitce 
Man  for  t'enspyre,  and  eek  for  to  defendo 
Whom  that  him  lykoth ;  lo,  this  is  the 

ende.'  1471 

Thanne  conclude  I  thus;  sith  god  of 

heveno 
Ne  wol  nat  that  the  philosophres  neveno 
How  that  a  man  shal   come   un-to  this 

stoon,  (921) 

I  rede,  as  for  the  bcsto,  lete  it  goon.    1475 
For  who-so  makoth  god  his  adversarie, 
As  for  to  werken  any  thing  in  contrarie 
Of  his  wil,  certes,  never  shal  he  thryve, 
Thogh  that  he  multiplye  terme  of  his 

lyve. 
And  ther  a  i)oynt ;  for  ended  is  my  tale  ; 
Gk>d  sonde  every  trewe  man  bote  of  his 

bale ! — ^Amen.  (928)  1481 


Here  is  ended  the  Chanonns  Temannee  Tale. 
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GEOUP  H. 


THE    MANCIPLE'S   PROLOGUE. 

Here  folweth  the  Prologe  of  the  Kaimciplea  Tale. 


.Vrrx  ye  nat  wher  ther  stant  a  litel  tonn 
Which  that  y-cleped  is  Bob-ap-and-doon, 
Under  the  Blee,  in  Caonierbtury  weye  ? 
Ther  gan  our  hoste  for  to  jape  and  pleye. 
And  seyde,  *  sirs,  what !  Dnn  is  in  the 

myre!  5 

Is  ther  no  man,  for  preyero  ne  for  hyre, 
That  wol  awake  our  felawe  heer  bihinde  ? 
A  theef  mighte  him  fol  lighUy  robbe  and 

binde. 
See  how  he  nappoth !  see,  for  cokkes  bones, 
As  he  wol  falle  from  his  hors  at  ones.    10 
Is  that  a  cook  of  Londoun,  with  mes- 

chaunce  ? 
Do  him  come  forth,  ho  knoweth  his  pen- 

annce, 
For  he  shal  telle  a  tale,  by  my  fey ! 
Al-though  it  be  nat  worth  a  hotel  hey. 
Awake,  thou  cook,'  quod  he,  *god  yevo 

thee  sorwe,  15 

What  oyloth  thoo  to  slepe  by  the  morwe  ? 
Hastow   had    Hocn   al    night,   or  artow 

dronke, 
Or  hastow  with  som  quene  al  night  y- 

swonke, 
So  that  thou  mayst  nat  holden  up  thjm 

heed  ? ' 
This  cook,  that  was  fol  pale  and  no- 
thing reed,  20 
Seydo  to  our  host,  'so  god  my  soule  blesse, 
As  ther  is  folle  on  me  swich  hevinesse, 
Noot  I  nat  why,  that  me  were  lover  slepe 
Than  the  beste  galoun  wyn  in  Chepe.' 
'  Wei,'  quod  the  maunciplo,  *  if  it  may 

doon  ese  25 

To  thee,  sir  cook,  cuid  to  no  wight  displese 
Which  that  heer  rydoth  in  this  companye, 
And  that  our  host  wol,  of  his  curteisye, 
I  wol  as  now  excuse  thee  of  thy  tale ; 
For,  in  good  feith,  thy  visage  is  fnl  pale, 


Thyn    ySn    daswen    eek,    as   that    me 

thinketh,  .^i 

And  wel  I  woot,  thy  breeth  Ail  soure 

stinketh, 
That  sheweth  wel  thou  art  not  wel  dis- 

I>osed; 
Of  me,  certein,   thou   shalt   nat   been 

y-glosed. 
Se  how  he  ganeth,  lo,  this  dronken  wight, 
As  though  he  woldo  us  swolwe  anon-right. 
Hold  cloos  thy  mouth,  man,  hy  thy  fader 

kin!  37 

The  devel  of  helle  sette  his  foot  ther-in ! 
Thy  cursed  breeth  infecte  wol  us  alle ; 
ly,  stinking  swyn,  fy!  foule  moot  thee 

falle !  40 

A  !  taketh  heed,  sirs,  of  this  lusty  man. 
Now,  swete  sir,  wol  ye  justen  atte  fan  ? 
Ther-to  me  thinketh  yo  been  wel  y-shape  I 
I  trowe  that  ye  dronken  han  wyn  ape, 
And  that  is  whan  men  pleyen  with  a 

straw.'  45 

And  with  this  sx>eche  the  cook  wox  wrooth 

and  wraw, 
And  on  the  maunciple  he  gan  noddo  faste 
For  lakke  of  specho,  and  doun  the  hors 

him  caste, 
Wher  as  he  lay,  til  that  men  up  him  took  ; 
This  was  a  fayr  chivachee  of  a  cook  !     50 
Alias !  he  nadde  holde  him  by  his  ladel ! 
And,  er  that  he  agayn  were  in  his  sadel, 
Ther  was  greet  showving  bothe  to  and  fro, 
To  lifte  him  up,  and  muchel  care  and  wo, 
So  unweldy  was  this  sory  palled  gost.    55 
And  to  the  maunciple  thanne  spak  our 

host, 
*  By-cause  drink  hath  dominacioun 
Upon  this  man,  by  my  savacioun 
I  trowe  he  lewedly  wolde  telle  his  tale. 
For,  were  it  wyn,  or  old  or  xaoywty  ale,  60 
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That  he  hath  dronke,  he  speketii  in  hiB 

noso, 
And  fneseth  faste,  and  eek  he  hath  the 

pose. 
He  hath  also  to  do  more  than  y-nongh 
To  kepe  him  and  his  capel  out  of  slottig^h ; 
And,  if  he  falle  from  his  capel  eft-sone,  65 
Than  shnl  we  alio  have  y-nongh  to  done, 
In  lifting  np  his  hevy  dronken  oors. 
Telle  on  thy  tale,  of  him  make  I  no  fors. 
Bat  yet,  mannciple,  in  feith  thou  art  to 

nyce, 
Thus  openly  reprove  him  of  his  vyce.     70 
Another  day  he  wol,  peraventure, 
Beclaymo  thee,  and  bringe  thee  to  lure  ; 
I  mene,  lie  speke  wol  of  smale  thinges. 
As  for  to  pinchen  at  thy  rekeninges. 
That  wer  not  honeste,  if  it  cam  to  preel' 
'  No,*  quod  the  maunciple,  *  that  were 

a  greet  mesoheef !  76 

So  mighte  he  lightly  bringe  me  in  the 

snare. 
Yet  hadde  I  lever  payen  for  the  mare 
Which  he  rit  on,  than  he  sholde  witli  me 

stryve;  79 

I  wol  nat  wratthe  him,  al-so  mote  I  thryve ! 
That  that  I  spak,  I  seyde  it  in  my  bourde  ; 
And  wite  ye   what?    I   have    heer,   in 

a  gourde, 


A  draught  of  wyn,  ye,  of  a  rype  grape, 
And  right  anon  ye  shul  seen  a  good  jape. 
This  cook  shal  drinke  ther-of,  if  I  may  ;  85 
Up  peyno  of  doeth ,  he  wol  nat  seye  me  nay !  * 

And  certeiuly,  to  tellcn  as  it  was. 
Of  this  vessel  the  cook  drank  fastc,  alias ! 
What  neded   him?  ho   drank   y-nough 

bifom. 
And  whan  he  hoddo  ponped  in  this  horn, 
To  the  maunciple  he  took   the   gourde 

agajm;  91 

And  of  that  drinke  the  cook  was  wonder 

fayn, 
And  thanked  him  in  swich  wyse  as  he 

ooude. 
Than  gon  our  host  to  langhen  wonder 

loude, 
And  seyde,  '  I  see  wel,  it  is  necessario,  95 
Wher  that  we  goon,  good  drink  we  with 

us  carle ; 
For  that  wol  tume  rancour  and  disese 
Tacord  and  love,  and  many  a  wrong  apcse. 
O  thou  Bachus,  y-blessed  be  thy  name, 
That  so  canst  tumen  emest  in-to  game  ! 
Worship  and  thank  be  to  thy  deitee !  loi 
Of  that  matere  ye  gete  na-more  of  me. 
Tel  on  thy  tale,  maunciple,  I  thee  preye.* 
*  Wel,   sir,'  quod    ho,   '  now  herknoth 

what  I  seye.* 


Thus  endeth  the  Prologe  of  the  manciple. 


THE    MAUNCIPLES   TALE. 


Here  biginneth  the  Mannciples  Tale  of  the  Crowe. 


Wham  Phobus  dwelled  here  in  this  erthe 
adoun,  105 

As  olde  bokes  maken  mencioun, 
He  was  the  moste  lusty  bachiler 
In  al  this  world,  and  eek  the  beste  archer ; 
He  slow  Phitoun,  the  serpent,  as  he  lay 
Slepinge  agayn  the  lonne  upon  a  day;  xio 


And  many  another  noble  worthy  dode 
He  with  his  bowe  wroghte,  as  men  may 
rede. 
Pleyen  he  coudo  on  every  minstralcye. 
And  singen,  that  it  was  a  molodye,  (10) 
To  heren  of  his  clere  vois  the  soun.  1 15 
Certes  the  king  of  Thebes,  Amphioim, 
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That  with  his  singing  wallod  that  citeo, 
Coude  never  siiigen  half  so  v/el  as  he. 
Tlierto  lie  wus  the  semelieste  man         119 
That  is  or  was,  sith  that  the  world  higan. 
What  nedeth  it  his  fetnres  to  discryve  ? 
For  in  this  world  was  noon  so  fair  on  lyve. 
He  was  ther-with  fulfild  of  gentillesse, 
Of  honour,  and  of  parfit  worthinesae.  (20) 

This  Phebus,  that  was  flour  of  bachelrye, 
As  wel  in  fredom  as  in  chivalrye,  126 

For  his  desport,  in  signe  eek  of  victorie 
Of  Phitoun,  so  as  tolleth  us  the  storie, 
Was  wont  to  beren  in  his  hand  a  bowe. 

Now  had  th  is  Phebus  in  his  hous  a  crowe, 
Which  in  a  cage  ho  fostred  many  a  day, 
And  tanghte  it  spckcn,  as  men  toche  a  jay. 
Whyt  was  this  crowe,  as  is  a  snow-whyt 

swan,  (29) 

And  countrefete  the  speche  of  every  man 
He  coude,  whan  he  sholde  telle  a  tale.  135 
Ther-with  in  al  this  world  no  nightingale 
No  coude,  by  an  hondrcd  thousand  deel, 
Singen  so  wonder  merily  and  weeL 

Now  had  this  Phebus  in  his  hous  a  W3rf, 
Which  that  he  lovede  more  than  his  lyf, 
And  night  and  day  dide  ever  his  diligence 
Hir  for  to  plese,  and  doon  hir  reverence, 
Save  only,  if  the  sothe  that  I  shal  sayn, 
Jalous  he  was,  and  woldo  have  kept  hir 

fayn ;  (40) 

For  him  were  looth  by-japed  for  to  be.  145 
And  so  is  every  wight  in  swich  degree  ; 
But  al  in  ydel,  for  it  availleth  noght. 
A  good  wyf,  that  is  clene  of  work  and 

thoght, 
Sholde    nat    been  kept  in  noon  await, 

certayn ; 
And  trewely,  the  labour  is  in  vayn        150 
To  kepo  a  shrewc,  for  it  wol  nat  be. 
This  holdo  I  for  a  verray  nycetee. 
To  spille  labour,  for  to  kepe  wyves  ; 
Thus  writen  oldo  clerkes  in  hir  lyvea.  (50) 
But  now  to  purpofl,  as  I  first  bigan  :  155 
This  worthy  Phebus  dooth  all  that  he  can 
To  pleson  hir,  weninge  by  swich  plesaunce, 
And  for  his  manhcde  an  d  his  govemaunce, 
That  no  man  sholde  han  put  him  from 

hir  grace. 
But  god  it  woot,  ther  may  no  man  embrace 
As  to  destreyne  a  thing,  which  that  nature 
Hath  naturelly  sot  in  a  creature.  163 


Tak  any  brid,  and  put  it  in  a  cage, 
And  do  nl  thyn  entente  and  thycorago(6o) 
To  fostre    it    tondrcly  with    mete    and 

drinke,  165 

Of  alio  deyntees  that  thoii  canst  bithinke, 
And  keep  it  al-so  clenly  as  thou  may  ; 
Al-though  his  cage  of  gold  Ik)  never  so  gay, 
Yet  hath  this  brid,  by  twenty  thousand 

fold. 
Lover  in  a  forest,  that  is  rude  and  cold,  170 
CJon  ete  wormos  and  swich  wrccchodnesse. 
For  ever  this  brid  wol  doon  his  bisinesse 
To  escape  out  of  his  cage,  if  he  may ; 
His  libertee  this  brid  desireth  ay.         (70) 
Lat  take  a  cat,  and  fostre  him  wel  with 

milk,  175 

And  tendre  flesh,  and  make  his  couche 

of  silk, 
And  lat  him  seen  a  mous  go  by  the  wal ; 
Anon  he  wey^eth  milk,  and  flesh,  and  al, 
And  every  deyntee  that  is  in  that  hous, 
Swich  appetyt  hath  he  to  ete  a  mous.   180 
Lo,  here  hath  lust  his  dominacioun, 
And  appetyt  flemeth  discrecioun. 

A  she-wolf  hath  also  a  vileins  kinde ; 
The  lewedeste  wolf  that  she  may  finde,  (80) 
Or  leest  of  reputacion  wol  she  take,      185 
In  tyme  whan  hir  lust  to  han  a  make. 
Alle  thise  ensamples  speke  I  by  thise 

men 
That  been  untrowe,  and  no-thing  by  wom- 

men. 
For  men  han  ever  a  likerous  appetyt 
On  lower  thing  to  parfoumo  hir  delyt  190 
Than  on  hir  wyves,  bo  they  never  so  faire, 
Ne  never  so  trowe,  ne  so  debonaire. 
Flesh  is  so  newefangel,  with  mcschaunce, 
That  we  ne  conne  in  no-thing  han  ple- 
saunce (90) 
That  souneth  in-to  vertu  any  whyle.    195 
This  Phebus,  which  that  thoghte  upon 

no  gyle, 
Deceyved  was,  for  al  his  jolitee ; 
For  under  him  another  hadde  she, 
A  man  of  litel  reputacioun,  199 

Noght  worth  to  Phebus  in  comparisoun. 
The  more  harm  is  ;  it  happeth  ofte  so, 
Of  which  ther  comoth  muchel  harm  and 

wo. 
And  so  bifel,  whan  Phebus  was  absent, 
His  wyf  anon  hath  for  hir  lemman  sent; 
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Hir  lenmiAn?  certes,  this  is  a  knavisli 

speche !  (loi)  205 

Foryeyeth  it  me,  and  that  I  yow  biseche. 

The  wyse  Plato  seith,  as  ye  may  redo, 
The  word  mot  nede  accorde   with  the 

dede. 
If  men  shal  telle  proprely  a  thing, 
The  word  mot  ooein  be  to  the  werking.  a  10 
I  am  a  boistous  man,  right  thus  seye  I, 
Ther  nis  no  difference,  trewely, 
Bitwixe  a  wyf  that  is  of  heigh  degree, 
If  of  hir  body  dishonest  she  be,  ( 1 10) 

And  a  povre  wenche,  other  than  this — 
If  it  so  be,,  they  werke  bothe  amis —     216 
Bat  that  the  gentile,  in  estaat  above, 
She  shal  be  oleped  his  lady,  as  in  love ; 
And  for  that  other  is  a  povre  womman, 
She  shal  be  cleped  his  wenche,  or  his 
lemman.  *  sao 

And,  god  it  woot,  myn  owene  dere  brother, 
Men  leyn  that  oon  as  lowe  as  lyth  that 
other. 
Bight  so,  bitwixe  a  titlelees  tiraunt 
And  an  outlawe,  or  a  theef  errannt,  (lao) 
The  same  I  seye,  ther  is  no  difference.  225 
To  Alisaondro  told  was  this  sentence ; 
That,  for  the  tyrant  is  of  gretter  might, 
By  force  of  meynee  for  to  sleen  dotm-right. 
And  brennen  hous  and  hoom,  and  make 

al  plain, 
Lo !  therfor  is  he  cleped  a  capitain  ;    230 
And,  for  the  patlawo  hath  but  smal  mey- 
nee, 
And  may  nat  doon  so  greet  an  harm  as  he, 
Ne  bringe  a  contree  to  so  greet  meschoef. 
Men  depen  him  an  outlawe  or  a  theef. 
But,  for  I  am  a  man  noght  textuel,      235 
I  wol  noght  telle  of  toxtes  never  a  del ; 
I  wol  go  to  my  tale,  as  I  bigan.  (133) 

Whan  Phebus  W3rf  had  sent  for  hir  lem- 
man. 
Anon  they  wroghten  al  hir  lust  volage. 
The  whyte  crowe,  that  heng  ay  in  the 
cage,  240 

Biheld  hir  werk,  and  seyde  never  a  word. 
And  whan  that  hoom  was  come  Phebus, 

the  lord. 
This    crowe    sang    'cokkow!     cokkow! 
cokkow !  * 
•What,    brid?'    quod    Phebus,   *what 
song  singestow  ?  ( 140) 


b  so  mor\]  ' 

itwasaXy*o»^ 
[las!  what  sJPJ^""^ 


Ne  were  thow  wont 

That  to  myn  herte  it  was  a  ?(y  ^  »in«o  «45 

To  here  thy  vois?  alias !  what  gJpJ<M«n«e 

*  By  god,'  quod  he,  '  I  singe  *«»  this?' 
Phebus,'  quod  he,  » for  al  thy  woA^  ^*' '' 
For  al  thy  beautee  and  thy  gentil!P**^®*^» 
For  al  thy  song  and  al  thy  minstr3f*»^^* 
For  al  thy  waiting,  blered  is  thyn  ye*'^ 
With  oon  of  litel  reputacioun,  \'m«\ 

Noght  worth  to  thee,  as  in  comparisoun?? 
The  mountance  of  a  gnat ;  so  mote  I  thry  ve !  \ 
For  on  thy  bed  thy  wyf  Isaugh  him  swyve.' 
What  wol  ye  more?  the  crowe  anon 

him  tolde,  257 

By  sadde  tokenes  and  by  wordes  bolde, 
How  that  his  wyf  had  doon  hir  lecherye, 
Him  to  gret  shame  and  to  grot  vileinye ; 
And  tolde  him  ofte,  he  saugh  it  with  his 

yen.  261 

This  Phebus  gan  aweyward  for  to  wry  en, 
Him  thoughto  his  sorweful  herte  brast 

a-two; 
His  bowe  he  bento,  and  sette  ther-inne 

a  flo,  (i6<)) 

And  in  his  ire  his  w^'f  tlianne  hath  he 

slayn.  365 

This  is  th'effoct,  ther  is  na-more  to  BHyn  ; 
For  sorwe  of  which   he   brak  his   min- 

stralcye, 
Bothe  harx>e,  and  lute,  and  giteme,  and 

sautrye ; 
And  eek  he  brak  hia  arwos    and    his 

bowe. 
And  after  that,  thus  spak  ho  to  the  crowe : 
'Traitour,'  quod  he,    'with   tongo   of 

scorpioun,  271 

Thou  hast  me  broght  to  my  confusioun  ! 
Alias!   that  I  was  wroght!  why  ncre  I 

deed? 
O  dore  w3^,  O  gemme  of  lustiheed,     (170) 
That  were  to  me  so  sad  and  eek  so  trowo, 
Now  Ijrstow  deed,  with  face  pale  of  howe, 
Ful  gilteloes,  that  dorst€  I  swere,  y-wis ! 
O  rakel  hand,  to  doon  so  foule  amis ! 
O  trouble  wit,  O  ire  rccchelees, 
That  unav>'8ed  smytest  giltelees !         280 
O  wantrust,  fill  of  fals  snspecioun. 
Where  was  thy  wit  and  thy  discrecioun  ? 
O  every  man,  be- war  of  rakelnesse, 
Ne  trowe  no-thing  with-outen  strong  wit- 

nesse ;  (180) 
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Smyt  nat  to  sone,  er  that  ye  witen  why, 
And  bcoth  avsi'sed  wcl  and  sobroly       286 
Er  ye  doon  any  exocucioan, 
Up-on  your  ire,  for  su8i)ocionn. 
Alias !  a  thousand  folk  hath  rakel  ire  289 
Fully  fordoon,  and  broght  hem  in  the  mire. 
Alias  !  for  sorwe  I  wol  my-selven  slee  ! ' 
And  to    the  crowe,   'O  false   thoef!' 

seydo  he,  (188) 

*  I  wol  thee  quyte  anon  thy  false  tide  ! 
Thou  songe  whylom  lyk  a  nightingale ; 
Now  shaltow,  false  theef,  thy  song  forgon, 
And  eek  thy  whyte  fetheres  everichon, 
Xe  never  in  al  thy  lyf  ne  shaltou  speke. 
Thus  shal  men  on  a  traitour  been  awreke ; 
Thou  and  thyn  of-spring  ever  shul  be  blake, 
Ne  never  swete  noise  shul  ye  make,     300 
But  ever  crye  agayn  tempest  and  rayn. 
In  tokeningo  that  thurgh  thee  my  wyf  is 

slayn.' 
And  to  the  crowe  he  stirte,  and  that  anon. 
And  pulled  his  whjrte  fetheres  everichon. 
And  made  him  blak,  and  refbe  him  al  his 

song,  (201)  305 

And  eek  his  speche,  and  out  at  dore  him 

slong 
Un-to  the  dovel,  which  I  him  bitake ; 
And  for  this  caas  ben  alle  crowes  blake. — 
Lordings,  by  this  ensample  I  yow  preyo, 
Beth  war,  and  taketh  kope  what  I  seye  : 
Ne  telleth  never  no  man  in  your  lyf     311 
How  that  anotherman  hathdight  his  wyf ; 
Ho  wol  yow  haten  mortally,  certeyn. 
Daun  Salomon,  as  wyso  clcrkes  seyn,  (210) 
Techeth  a  man  to  kope  his  tonge  wel ;  315 
But  as  I  seyde,  I  am  noght  textueL 
But  nathelccs,  thus  taughto  mo  my  dame : 
'  My  sone,  thenk  on  the  crowe,  a  goddes 

name ; 
My  sone,  keep  wcl  thy  tongo  and  keep 

thy  freend. 
A  wikked  tonge  is  worse  than  a  feend.  320 
My  sone,  from  a  feend  men  may  hem 

blcsse ; 
My  sone,  god  of  his  endelees  goodnesse 
Walled  a  tonge  with  teeth  and  lippes  eke. 
For  man  sholde  him  avj'se  what  he  speke. 
My  sone,  ful  ofte,  for  to  muche  speche, 


Hath  many  a  man  ben  spilt,  as  olerkes 

teche;  (222)  326 

But  for  a  litel  speche  avysely 
Is  no  men  shent,  to  speke  generally. 
My  sone,  thy  tonge  sholdestow  restreyne 
At  alle  tyme,  but  whan  thou  doost  thy 

peyno  330 

To  speke  of  god,  in  honour  and  preyere. 
The  flrste  vertu,  sone,  if  thou  wolt  lere, 
Is  to  restrejnie  and  kepe  wel  thy  tonge. — 
Thus  leme  children  whan  that  they  ben 

yonge.—  (230)  334 

My  sone,  of  muchel  speking  yvel-avyBed, 
Ther  lasse  speking  hadde  y-nough  suiFysed, 
Comth  muchel  harm,  thus  was  me  tdd 

and  taught. 
In  muchel  speche  sinne  wanteth  naught. 
Wostow  wher-of  a  rakel  tongo  serveth  ? 
Right  as  a  swerd  forcuttcth  and  forkerveth 
An  arm  a-two,  my  dere  sone,  right  so  341 
A  tonge  cutteth  f  rend  ship  al  a-two. 
A  jangler  is  to  god  abhominable ;        (339) 
Beed  Salomon,  so  wys  and  honurable ; 
Beed  David  in  his  psalmes,  reed  Senekke. 
My  sone,  spek  nat,  but  with  thyn  heed 

thou  bekke.  346 

Dissimule  as  thou  were  deef,  if  that  thou 

here 
A  jangler  speke  of  perilous  matere. 
The  Fleming  seith,  and  leme  it,  if  thee 

leste,  349 

That  litel  jangling  causeth  muchel  reste. 
My  sone,  if  t  hou  no  wikked  word  hast  seyd, 
Thee  thar  nat  drede  for  to  be  biwreyd ; 
But  he  that  hath  misseyd,  I  dar  wel  sayn, 
He  may  by  no  wey  clepe  his  word  agayn. 
Thing  that  is  seyd,  is  seyd ;  and  forth  it 

gooth,  (251)  355 

Though  him  repente,  or  be  him  leef  or 

looth. 
He  is  his  thral  to  whom  that  he  hath  sayd 
A  tale,  of  which  he  is  now  yvel  apayd. 
My  sone,  be  war,  and  be  non  auctonr  newe 
Of  tydinges,  whether  they  ben  false  or 

trewe.  360 

Wher-so  thou  come,  amonges  hye  or  lowe, 
£ex>e  wel  thy  tonge,  and  thenk  up-on  the 

crowe.' 


Here  is  ended  the  Mattnciples  Tale  of  the  Crowe. 

Z 
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GKOUP  I. 

THE   PARSON'S   PROLOGUE. 

Here  folweth  the  Prologe  of  the  Persones  Tale. 


Bt  that  the  maunciplo  hadde  his  tale  al 

ended, 
The  Sonne  fro  the  south  l>ile  waa  de- 
scended 
80  lowe,  that  ho  nas  nat,  to  my  sighte, 
Degrees  nyno  and  twenty  as  in  highto.  4 
Foure  of  the  clokke  it  was  tho,  as  I  gesso : 
For  eleven  foot,  or  litel  more  or  l^ne. 
My  shadwe  was  at  thilke  tyme,  as  there. 
Of  swich  feet  as  my  lengthe  parted  were 
In  six  feet  equal  of  proporcionn. 
Ther-with  the  mones  exaltaoionn,  10 

I  mene  Libra,  alwey  gan  ascende, 
As  we  were  entringe  at  a  thropes  ende ; 
For  which  our  host,  as  he  was  wont  to  gye. 
As  in  this  oaas,  our  joly  companye, 
Seyde  in  this  wyse,  '  lordings  everichoon. 
Now  lakketh  us  no  tales  mo  than  oon.  16 
Fulfild  is  my  sentence  and  my  decree ; 
I  trowe  that  we  han  herd  of  ech  degree. 
Almost  folfild  is  al  myn  ordinaunce ; 
I  prey  to  god,  so  yeve  him  right  good 

chaunce,  20 

That  telloth  this  tale  to  us  lustily. 
Sir  preest,'  quod  he,  *  artow  a  vicaxy  ? 
Or  art  a  person  ?  sey  sooth,  l^  thy  fey ! 
Be  what  thou  be,  ne  breke  thou  nat  our 

pley; 
For  every  man,  save  thou,  hath  told  his 

tale,  35 

Unbokel,  and  shewe  us  what  is  in  thy  male ; 
For  trewely,  me  thinketh,  by  thy  chere, 
Thou  sholdest  knitto  up  wel  a  greet  matere. 
Tel  us  a  tale  anon,  for  cokkes  bones ! ' 

This  Persone  him  answerde,  al  at  ones, 
'  Thou  gotest  fable  noon  y-told  for  me ;  31 
For  Paul,  that  wryteth  unto  Timothee, 
Bepreveth  hem  that  weyven  soothfast- 

nesse, 
And  tollcn  fables  and  swich  wrecched- 

nesse.  34 

Why  sholde  I  sowen  draf  out  of  my  fest, 
Whan  I  may  sowen  whete,  if  that  me  lest  ? 


For  which  I  seyo,  if  that  yow  list  to  hero 

Moralitee  and  vcrtuous  mature, 

And  thanne  that  ye  wol  yeve  me  audience, 

I  wol  ful  fayn,  at  Cristes  reverence,       40 

Do  3row  plesaunco  leef{\il,  as  I  can. 

But  trusteth  wel,  I  am  a  Southren  man,  . 

I  can  nat  geste — ram,  ram,  ruf — by  lettrc,     *^ 

Ne,  god  wot,  rym  holde  I  but  litd  bettre ; 

And  therfor,  if  yow  list,  I  wol  nat  gloee. 

I  wol  yow  telle  a  mery  tale  in  prose       46 

To  knitte  up  al  this  foeste,  and  make  an 

endo. 
And  Jcsu,  for  his  grace,  wit  me  sendc 
To  shewe  yow  the  woy,  in  this  viage, 
Of  thilke  parfit  glorious  pilgrimage        50 
That  highte  Jerusalem  celestial. 
And,  if  ye  vouche-sauf,  anon  I  shal 
Biginne  upon  my  tale,  for  whicho  I  iiroyo 
Telle  your  avys,  I  can  no  bottro  seyc. 
But  nathelees,  tliis  meditacioun  55 

I  putte  it  ay  under  correccioun 
Of  clerkes,  for  I  am  nat  textuol ; 
I  take  but  the  sentens,  trusteth  wel. 
Therfor  I  make  protestaoioun 
That  I  wol  stonde  to  correccioun.'  (>o 

Up-on  this  word  we  han  assented  s'>no, 
For,  as  us  somcd,  it  was  for  to  done, 
To  enden  in  som  vertuous  sentence, 
And  for  to  yeve  him  space  and  audience ; 
And  bede  our  host  he  sholde  to  him 

seye,  65 

That  alle  we  to  telle  his  tale  him  preye. 

Our  host  hadde  the  wordes  for  us  alle  : — 
*Sir  preest,'  quod  he,  *now  fajrre  yow 

bifalle! 
Say  what  yow  list,  and  wo  wol  gladly 

here* — 
And  with  that  word  he  seyde  in  this 

manere —  70 

*  Telleth,*  quod  he,  '  your  meditacioun. 
But  hasteth  yow,  the  sonne  wol  adoun ; 
Beth  fructuous,  and  that  in  litel  space. 
And  to  do  wel  god  aende  yow  his  grace ! ' 


EsEpUcit  proheminiiu 
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THE   PERSONES    TALE. 


Here  biginneth  the  Persones  Tale. 


Jer.  6^.  State  super  vias  et  videte  et  inter' 
rogate  de  viia  antiquis,  que  sit  via  bona; 
et  ambulate  in  ea^  et  inuenietis  refrigerium 
animabus  vestris^  d:c 

§  1.  Oar  sweto  lord  god  of  hovene,  that 
no  man  'wol  porisse,  but  wole  that  we 
comcn  alle  to  the  knoweleche  of  him, 

75  and  to  the  blisfol  lyf  that  ia  perdurable,  / 
amonesteth  ns  by  the  propheto  Jeremie, 
that  seith  in  this  wyse :  /  *  stondeth  upon 
the  weyes,  and  seeth  and  axeth  of  olde 
pathes  (that  is  to  seyn,  of  olde  sentences) 
which  is  the  goode  wey ;  /  and  waUceth 
in  that  wey,  and  ye  shol  finde  refressh- 
inge  for  your  soules,'  &c.  /  Manye  lieen 
the  weyes  espirituels  that  leden  folk  to 
ouro  Lord  Jesu  Crist,  and  to  the  regne  of 
glorie.  /  Of  whiche  weyes,  thor  is  a  ful 
noble  wey  and  a  ful  covenable,  which 
may  nat  faile  to  man  ne  to  womman, 
that  thurgh  sinne  hath  misgoon  fro  the 

So  righte  woy  of  JcrusalenL  celestial ;  /  and 
this  wey  is  cleped  Penitence,  of  which 
man  sholdo  gladly  herknen  and  enquere 
with  al  his  herte ;  /  to  witen  what  is 
Penitence,  and  whennes  it  is  cleped  Peni- 
tence, and  in  how  manye  maneres  been 
the  accions  or  werkinges  of  Penitence,  / 
and  how  manye  spyces  ther  been  of  Peni- 
tence, and  whiche  thinges  apertenen  and 
bihoven  to  Penitence,  and  whiche  thinges 
destourben  Penitence.  / 

§  2.  Soint  Ambrose  seith,  that  *  Peni- 
tence is  the  pleyninge  of  man  for  the 
gilt  that  he  hath  doon,  and  na-more  to 
do  any  thing  for  which  him  oghte  to 
(lo)  pleyne.'  /  And  som  doctour  seith  :  *  Peni- 
tence is  the  wajrmentinge  of  man,  that 
sorweth  for  his  sinne  and  pyneth  him- 

85  self  for  he  hath  misdoon.'  /  Penitence, 
with  certeyne  circumstances,  is  verray 
repentance  of  a  man  that  halt  him-0elf 

Z 


in  sorwe  and  other  peyne  for  hise  giltes.  / 
And  for  he  shal  be  vorray  penitent,  he 
shal  first  biwailen  the  sinnes  that  he 
hath  doon,  and  stidofastly  purposen  in 
his  herte  to  have  shrift  of  mouthe,  and 
to  doon  satisfaccioun,  /  and  never  to  doon 
thing  for  which  him  oghte  more  tobiwayle 
or  to  compleyne,  and  to  continue  in  goode 
werkes:  or  elles  his  repentance  may  nat 
availle.  /  For  as  seith  seint  Isidre  :  '  he  is 
a  japer  and  a  gabber,  and  no  verray  repen- 
tant, that  eftsoone  dooth  thing,  for  which 
him  oghte  repente.^/  Wepinge,  and  nat  for 
to  stinte  to  doon  sinne,  may  nat  avaylle.  /  9^ 
But  nathelees,  men  shal  hope  that  every 
tyme  that  man  falleth,  be  it  never  so 
ofte,  that  he  may  arise  thurgh  Penitence, 
if  he  have  grace  :  but  certeinly  it  is  greet 
doute.  /  For  as  seith  Seint  Gregorio  : '  un- 
nethe  aryseth  he  out  of  sinne,  that  is 
charged  with  the  charge  of  yvel  usage.'  / 
And  therfore  repentant  folk,  that  stinte 
for  to  sinne,  and  forlete  sinne  er  that 
sinne  forlete  hem,  holy  chirche  holdeth 
hem  siker  of  hir  savacioun.  /  And  he 
that  sinneth,  and  verraily  repenteth  him 
in  his  laste  ende,  holy  chirche  yet  hopeth 
his  savacioun,  by  the  grete  mercy  of  oure 
lord  Jesu  Crist,  for  his  repcntaunce ;  but 
tak  the  siker  wey.  / 


(») 


§  3.  And  now,  sith  I  have  declared 


yow  what  thing  is  Penitence,  now  shul 
ye  understonde  that  ther  been  three 
accions  of  Penitence.  /  The  firsto  accion  95 
of  Penitence  is,  that  a  man  be  baptized 
after  that  he  hath  sinned.  /  Seint  Au- 
gustin  seith  :  *  but  he  be  penitent  for  his 
olde  sinftil  Ijrf,  he  may  nat  biginne  the 
newe  clene  lif.'/  For  certes,  if  he  be 
baptized  withouten  penitence  of  his  olde 
gilt,  he  receiveth  the  mark  of  baptisme, 
but  nat  the  grace  ne  the  remission  of  his 
ainnesi  til  he  have  repentance  verray.  / 
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Another  dofaute  is  this,  that  men  doon 
deedly  sinne  after  that  they  han  received 
baptisme.  /  The  thridde  defaute  is,  that 
men  fedlon  in  venial  sinnes  after  hir 
100  baptisme,  fro  day  to  day.  /  Ther-of  seith 
Soint  Angustin,  that  *  penitence  of  goode 
and  humble  folk  is  the  penitence  of  every 
day.'/ 

§  4.  The  spyces  of  Penitence  been  three. 
That  oon  of  hem  is  solempne,  another  is 
commnne,  and  the  thridde  is  privoe.  / 
Tlulke  penance  that  is  solempne,  is  in 
two  maneres ;  as  to  be  pnt  out  of  holy 
chirche  in  lente,  for  slaoghtre  of  children, 
and  svich  maner  thing.  /  Another  is, 
whan  a  man  hath  sinned  openly,  of  which 
sinne  the  fame  is  openly  spoken  in  the 
contree;  and  thanne  holy  chirche  by 
jngement  dostroineth  him  for  to  do  open 
(yn)  pci^^^^u^ce.  /  Commune  penaunoe  is  that 
preestes  enjoinen  men  oomunly  in  oerteyn 
caas ;  as  for  to  goon,  peraventure,  naked 
105  in  pilgrimages,  or  bare-foot.  /  Privee 
penaunce  is  thilko  that  men  doon  alday 
for  privee  sinnes,  of  whiche  we  shrjrve  ns 
prively  and  receyve  privee  penaunce.  / 

§  6.  Now  shaltow  understande  what  is 
bihovely  and  necessarie  to  verray  parfit 
Penitence.  And  this  stant  on  three 
thinges;/  Contricioun  of  herte,  Con- 
fessioun  of  Mouth,  and  Satisfaccionn.  / 
For  which  seith  Seint  John  Crisostom : 
*  Penitence  dostreyneth  a  man  to  accepte 
benignely  every  peyne  that  him  is  en- 
joyned,  with  contricion  of  herte,  and 
shrift  of  mouth,  with  satisfaccion ;  and 
in  werkinge  of  alle  maner  humilit^e.'  / 
And  this  is  fruitful  Penitence  agayn 
three  thinges  in  whiche  we  wratthe  cure 
xio  lord  Jesu  Crist :  /  this  is  to  seyn,  by  dclyt 
in  thinkinge,  by  recohelesnesse  in  spek- 
inge,  and  by  wikked  sinftil  werkinge.  / 
And  agayns  thise  wikkede  giltes  is  Peni- 
tence, that  may  be  lykned  un-to  a  tree.  / 
§  6.  The  rote  of  this  tree  is  Contricion, 
that  hydeth  him  in  the  herte  of  him  that 
is  verray  repentant,  right  as  the  rote  of 
a  tree  hydeth  him  in  the  erthe.  /  Of  the 
rote  of  Contricion  springeth  a  stalke, 
that  boreth  braunohes  and  leves  of  Con- 
(40}  feision,  and  fruit  of  Satisfkccion.  /    For 


which  Crist  seith  in  his  gospel:  'dooth 
digne  fruit  of  Penitence ' ;    for  by  this 
fruit  may  men  knowe  this  tree,  and  nat 
by  the  rote  that  is  hid  in  the  herte  of 
man,   ne  by  the  braunches  ne  by  the 
leves    of   Confession.  /      And    therefore  1 15 
oure  Lord  Jesu  Crist  seith  thus  :  *  by  the 
fhiit  of  hem  ye  shul  knowen  hem.'/     Of 
this  rote  eek  springeth  a  seed  of  grace, 
the  which  seed  is  moder  of  sikemesse, 
and  this  seed  is  egre  and  hoot.  /    The 
grace  of  this    seed    springeth   of   god, 
thurgh  remembrance  of  the  day  of  dome 
and  on  the  peynes  of  helle.  /    Of  this 
matero  seith  Salomon,  that  *  in  the  dredo 
of  god  man  forleteth  his  sinne.*  /    The 
hete  of  this  seed  is  the  love  of  god,  and 
the  desiring  of  the  joye  perdurable.  /  120 
This  hete  drawoth  the  herte  of  a  man  to 
god,  and  dooth  him  haten  his  sinne.  / 
For  soothly,  ther  is  no-thing  that  savour- 
eth  so  wol  to  a  child  as  the  milk  of  his 
norice,  ne  no-thing  is  to  him  more  abho- 
minable  than   thilke    milk  whan  it  is 
medled  with  other  mete.  /    Bight  so  the 
sinful  man  that  loveth  his  sinne,  him 
semeth  that  it  is  to  him  most  swete  of 
any-thing;/    but    fro    that  tyme    that 
he  loveth  sadly  our  lord  Jesu  Crist,  and 
desireth  the  lif  perdurable,  ther  nis  to 
him  no-thing  more  abhominable.  /     For  (50) 
soothly,  the  lawe  of  god  is  the  love  of 
god ;  for  which  David  the  propheto  seith  : 
*  I  have  loved  thy  lawe  and  hated  wikkod- 
nesse  and  hate';    he   that  loveth   god 
kepeth  his  lawe  and  his  word.  /     This  125 
tree  saugh  the  prophete  Daniel  in  spirit, 
up-on  the  avision  of  the  king  Nabugo- 
donosor,  whan  he  conseiled  him  to  do 
penitence.  /    Penaunce  is  the  tree  of  lyf 
to  hem  that  it  receiven,  and  he  that 
holdeth    him    in    verray   penitence    is 
blessed ;  after  the  sentence  of  Salomon.  / 
§  7.  In  this   Penitence  or  Contricion 
man    shal   understonde    foure    thinges, 
that  is  to  seyn,  what  is  Contricion :  and 
whiche  been  the  causes  that  moeven  a 
man  to  Contricion :  and  how  he  sholde 
be  oontrlt :  and  what  Contricion  availleth 
to  the  Boule.  /    Thanne  is  it  thus :  that 
Contricion  i»  the  yexray  sorwe  that  a 
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man  receiveth  in  his  herto  for  his  sinnes, 
with  sad  purpos  to  shryve  him,  and  to 
do  penaunce,  and  nevermore  to  do  sinne./ 
And  this  sorwe  shal  been  in  this  manere, 
as  seith  scint  Bernard :  '  it  shal  been 
hovy  and  grevous,  and  txjl  sharpe  and 
130  poinant  in  herte.'  /  First,  for  man  hath 
a^t  his  lord  and  his  crcatonr ;  and  more 
sharpe  and  poinant,  for  he  hath  agilt  his 
fader  celestial ;  /  and  yet  more  sharpe 
and  poinant,  for  he  hath  wrathed  and 
agUt  him  that  boghte  him ;  which  with 
his  precions  blood  hath  delivered  us  fro 
the  bondes  of  sinno,  and  fro  the  cruel- 
tee  of  the  devel  and  fro  the  peynes  of 
heUe.  / 

§  8.  The   causes  that  oghto  moovo  a 
man   to   Contricion  been  six.      First,   a 
man  shal  rcmembro  him  of  hise  sinnes ;  / 
but  loko  ho  that  thilke  remembrance  ne 
be  to  him  no  dolyt  by  no  wey,  but  greet 
shame  and  sorwo  for  his  gilt.     For  Job 
seith  :  '  sinful  men  doon  werkes  worthy 
(60)  of   Confession.'  /       And    therfore    seith 
Ezcchio  :    '  I  wol  rcmembre  me  alio  the 
yeres  of  my  lyf,  in  bittemesse  of  myn 
135  herte.'  /     And  god  seith  in  the  Apocalips  : 
'  remembreth  yow  fro  whennes  that  ye 
been  falle ' ;  for  biforn  that  tyme  that  ye 
sinned,  ye  were  the  children  of  god,  and 
limes  of  the  regno  of  god  ;  /  but  for  3rour 
sinne  ye  been  woxen  thral  and  foul,  and 
membres  of  the  feend,  hate  of  aungels, 
sclauntlre  of  holy  chirche,   and  fode  of 
the  false  serpent ;    peri)etuel  matere  of 
the  fyr  of  hello.  /     And  yet  more  foul 
and  abhominable,  for  ye  tre8X)a88en   so 
ofte  tyme,  as  doth  the  hound  that  re- 
toumoth   to  etcn    his    spewing.  /     And 
yet  bo  ye  fouler   for  your    longe    con- 
tinuing in  sinno  and  your  sinful  usage, 
for  which  ye   bo   rotcn  in  your  sinne, 
as  a  bcest  in  his  dong.  /     Swiche  manere 
of  thoghtes  maken  a  man  to  have  shame 
of  his  sinne,  and  no  delyt,  as  god  seith 
J 40  by  the    prophets    Ezechiel : /    'ye    shal 
remembre  yow  of  youre  weyos,  and  they 
shuln  displese  yow.'    Sothly,  sinnes  been 
the  weyes  that  leden  folk  to  hello.  / 

§  9.  The  seconde  cause  that  oghte  make 
a  man  to  have  deadeyn  of  sinne  is  thJ4 : 


that,  as  seith  seint  Peter,  'who-so  that    . 
doth  sinne  is  thral  of  sinne ' ;  and  sinne 
put  a  man  in  greet  thraldom.  /     And 
therfore    seith    the    prophete    Ezechiel : 
'  I  wehte  sorweful  in  desdayn  of  my-sel£,' 
And  certes,  wel  oghte  a  man  have  des- 
dayn of  sinne,  and  withdrawe  him  from 
that  thraldom  and  vileinye./  And  lo,  what 
seith  Seneca  in  this  matere.     He  seith 
thus :  '  though  I  wiste  that  neither  god 
ne  man  ne  sholde  nevere  knowe  it,  yet 
wolde  I  have  desdayn  for  to  do  sinne.'  /  (70) 
And  the  same  Seneca  also  seith :  '  I  am 
bom  to  gretter  thinges  than  to  be  thral 
to  my  body,  or  than  for  to  maken  of  my 
body  a  thraL*  /     No  a  fouler  thral  may  i45 
no  man  ne  womman  maken  of  his  body, 
than  for  to  yeven  his  body  to  sinne.  / 
Al  were  it  the  foulesto  cherl,  or  the  foul- 
cste   womman  that  livoth,  and  leest  of 
value,  yet  is  he  thanne  more  foule  and 
more  in  servitute.  /     Evere  fro  the  hyer 
degree  that  man  falleth,  the  more  is  he 
thral,  and  more  to  god  and  to  the  world 
vile  and    abhominable.  /     O  gode    god, 
wel  oghte  man  have  desdayn  of  sinno ;  sith 
that,  thurgh  sinne,  thor  he  was  free,  now 
is  he  maked  bonde.  /    And  therfore  sejiii 
Seint  Augustin  :  '  if  thou  hast  desdayn 
of  thy  servant,   if   he  agilte  or  sinne, 
have  thou    thanne    desdayn   that    thou 
thy-selfsholdest  do  sinne.'/    Take  reward  150 
of  thy  value,  that  thou  ne  be  to  foul  to 
thy- self.  /   Alias !  wel  oghten  they  thanne 
have  desdayn    to  been    servauntz    and 
thralles  to  sinne,  and  sore  been  ashamed 
ot  hem-self,  /   that  god  of  his  endelees 
goodnesse  hath  set  hem  in  heigh  estaat, 
or  yeven  hem  wit,  strcngtiie  of  botly,  hele, 
beautee,  prosperitee,  /   and  boghto  hem 
fro  the  deeth  with  his  herte  blood,  that 
they  so  unkindely,  agayns  his  gentilesse, 
quytcn  him  so  vileinsly,  to  slanghtre  of 
hir    owene   soules.  /      O  gode    god,    ye  (80) 
wommen  that  been  of  so  greet  beautee, 
remembreth    yow    of   the    proverbe    of 
Salomon,    that  seith  : /    'ho  lykneth  a  155 
fair  womman,  that  is  a  fool  of  hir  body, 
lyk  to  a  ring  of  gold  that  were  in  the 
groyn  of  a  sowe.*  /     For  right  as  a  so  we 
wroteth  in  everioh  ordure,  so  wroteth 
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she  hir  beaatee  in  the  stinkinge  ordure 
of  sinne.  / 

§  10.  The  thriddo  cause  that  oghte 
moeve  a  man  to  Ck>ntricion,  is  drede  of 
the  day  of  dome^  and  of  the  horrible 
peynos  of  helle.  /  For  as  seint  Jerome 
soith  :  '  at  every  tyme  that  m&  remom- 
broth  of  the  day  of  dome,  I  qnake ;  /  for 
whan  I  cte  or  drinke,  or  what-so  that 
I  do,  evere  scmoth  me  that  the  trompe 

160  sowneth  in  myn  ere :  /  riseth  up,  ye  that 
been  dede,  and  cometli  to  the  jngement.'/ 
O  {?ode  god,  mnchd  ogbto  a  man  to  drede 
swich  a  jugement^  ^ther-aa  we  shnllen 
been  alle,'  as  seint  Poul  soith,  *  bifom  the 
sete  of  onre  lord  Jesa  Crist  * ;  /  wher-aa 
he  shal  make  a  general  congregaoion, 
whcr-as  no  man  may  been  absent.  /  For 
certos,  there  availleth  noon  ossoyne  no 
(90)  oxcusacion.  /  And  nat  only  that  onre 
defautos  shnllen  be  juged,  but  eek  that 

165  alle  onre  werkes  shnllen  openly  be  knowo.  / 
And  as  seith  Seint  Bernard  :  ^  ther  ne 
shal  no  plodinge  availle,  ne  no  sleighte  ; 
we  shnllen  yeven  rekeninge  of  everich 
ydel  word.'/  Ther  shnl  we  han  a  juge 
that  may  nat  been  deceived  ne  corrupt. 
And  why?  For,  certes,  alio  our  thoghtea 
been  discovered  as  to  him ;  ne  for  proyere 
ne  for  mede  he  shal  nat  been  corrupt.  / 
And  thorfore  seith  Salomon :  *  the  wratthe 
of  god  ne  wol  nat  spare  no  wight,  for 
proyere  ne  for  yifte*;  and  therfore,  at 
the  day  of  doom,  ther  nis  noon  hope  to 
escape.  /  Wlierfore,  as  seith  Seint 
Anselm:  ^ful  greet  angwissh  shul  the 
sinful  folk  have  at  that  tyme;/  ther 
shal  the  sterne  and  wrothe  juge  sitte 
above,  and  under  him  the  horrible  put 
of  helle  open  to  destroyen  him  that  moot 
biknowon  hise  sinnos,  whiche  sinnes 
openly  been  shewed  bifom  god  and  bi- 

170  fom  every  creature.  /  And  on  the  lefb 
'  syde,  mo  develos  than  herte  may  bithinko, 
for  to  harie  and  drawe  the  sinful  sonles 
to  the  p3me  of  hello.  /  And  with-inne 
the  hertes  of  folk  shal  be  the  bytinge 
conscience,  and  with-onte-forth  shal  be 
the  world  al  brcnninge.  /  Whider  shal 
thanne  the  wrecchcd  sinful  man  flee  to 
hyden  him  ?    Certes,  he  may  nat  hyden 


him ;  he  moste  come  forth  and  sbowen 
him.*/  For  certes,  as  seith  seint  Jerome: 
'  the  erthe  shal  caaton  him  out  of  him, 
and  the  see  also ;  and  the  oyr  also,  that 
shal  be  ful  of  thondor-clappcs  and  light- 
ninges.'  /  Now  sothly,  who-so  wol  re-  (iix>) 
membreth  him  of  thiso  thinges,  I  gesso 
that  his  sinne  shal  nat  tome  him  in-to 
delyt,  but  to  greet  8on»'e,  for  drede  of  the 
peyne  of  helle.  /  And  therfore  seith  Job  175 
to  god :  ^  suffre,  lord,  that  I  may  a  whyle 
biwaille  and  wcpe,  cr  I  go  with-outo 
returning  to  tho  dorke  lond,  covered  with 
the  derknesse  of  decth  ;  /  to  the  lond  of 
misese  and  of  derknesse,  whero-as  is  tho 
shadwe  of  deeth  ;  whero-as  ther  is  noon 
ordre  or  ordinance,  but  grisly  drc<lo  that 
evere  shal  laste.*  /  Ix>,  here  may  yo  seen 
that  Job  proyde  respyt  a  whyle,  to  biwcpo 
and  waille  his  trespas ;  for  soothly  oon 
day  of  rcsp3rt  is  bettre  than  al  tho  trosor 
of  the  world.  /  And  for-as-muche  as 
a  man  may  acquitcn  him-self  bifcrn  god 
by  penitence  in  thia  world,  and  nat  by 
tresor,  therfore  sholde  ho  preyo  to  god 
to  yeve  him,  respyt  a  whyle,  to  biwepe 
and  biwaiUcn  his  trespas.  /  For  cert<?s, 
al  the  Borwe  that  a  man  mighte  mnko 
fro  the  l)Cginning  of  the  world,  nis  but 
a  litel  thing  at  regard  of  tho  son^-e  of 
helle.  /  The  cause  why  that  Job  clepeth  i8u 
helle  Mhe  lond  of  derknesse ';  /  iinder- 
stondeth  that  he  clei>eth  it  'londe'  or 
erthe,  for  it  la  stable,  and  nevero  shnl 
faille ;  *•  derk,'  for  he  that  is  in  helle  hath 
defaute  of  light  matcriaL  /  For  certos, 
the  derke  light,  that  shal  come  out  of  tho 
fyr  that  evere  shal  brenne,  shal  tumo 
him  al  to  peyne  that  is  in  helle ;  for  it 
sheweth  him  to  the  horrible  develcs  that 
hinx  tormenten.  /  '  Covered  with  the 
derknesse  of  deeth  * :  that  is  to  sej-n,  that 
he  that  is  in  hello  shal  have  defaute  of 
the  sighte  of  god ;  for  certes,  the  sighte 
of  god  is  the  lyf  perdurable./  'Tho  (no) 
derknesse  of  deeth '  boon  the  sinnes  that 
the  wrecched  man  hath  doon,  whiche 
that  destourben  him  to  see  the  face  of 
god ;  right  as  doth  a  derk  cloude  bitwixe 
ns  and  the  Sonne.  /  *  Lond  of  misese  * :  /  1S5 
by-cause  that  ther  )>een  three  maneros 
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of  defaiites,  agajii  three  thingos  that  folk 
of  this  world  han   in  this  present  lyf, 
that   is  to  seyn,   honours,   delyces,   and 
richesses.  /     Agayns  honour,  have  they 
in  holle  shame  and  confusion.  /     Forwel 
yo  woot  that  men  clepen  'honour*  the 
reverence  that  man  doth  to  man  ;  but  in 
holle  is  noon  honour  ne  reverence.     For 
certes,  na-more  reverence  shal  be  doon 
there  to  a  king  than  to  a  knave.  /     For 
wliich  god  seith  by  the  prophete  Jeremye : 
'  thilke  folk  that  me  despysen  shul  been 
in   despyt.'  /     *  Honour '    is    eek    cleped 
greet  lordshipe ;  ther  shal  no  man  serven 
'  »ther  but  of  harm  and  torment.  *  Honour' 
is  eek  clepod  greet  dignitee  and  heigh- 
nesso ;  but  in  helle  shul  they  been  al 
!</)  ibrtroden  of  develes.  /     And  god  seith: 
'  the   horrible   develes  shuUe  goon   and 
c.omon  up-on  the  hevedes  of  the  dampned 
lolk.'    Arid  this  is  for-cw-muche  as,  the 
hyor  tliat  they  were  in  this  present  lyf, 
llio  more  shuUe  they  been  abated  and 
defouled  in  helle.  /    Agajms  the  richesses 
of  this  world,  shul  they  han  misese  of 
poverto ;   and  this  poverte  shal  been  in 
Ibure  thinges :  /  in  dcfaute  of  tresor,  of 
which  that  David  seith  ;  '  the  riche  folk, 
that  cmbracedon  and  oneden  al  hirherte 
to  tresor  of  this  world,  shul  slepe  in  the 
slepinge  of  deoth  ;  and  no-thing  ne  shul 
they  findon    in    hir    handos  of   al  hir 
tresor.'  /     And  more-over,  the  miseise  of 
helle  shal  been  in  defaute  of  mete  and 
(120)  drinke.  /     Fpr  god  seith  thus  by  Moyses  ; 
■   '  they  shul  been  wasted  with  hunger,  and 
the  briddes  of  helle  shul  devouren  hem 
with  bitter  dceth,  and  the  galle  of  the 
dragon  shal  been   hir  drinke,  and  the 
195  vonim.  of  the  dragon  hir  morsels.'  /     And 
i'orther-over,   liLr  miseise    shal   been    in 
defaute  of  clothing:   for  they  shulle  be 
naked  in  bo<ly  as  of  clothing,  save  the  fyr 
in  which  they  brenne  and  othere  filthes ;  / 
and  naked  shul  they  been  of  soule,  of  alle 
manere  vertucs,  which  that  is  the  cloth- 
ing of  the  soule.   "Where  been  thanne  the 
gayc  robes  and  the  softe  shetes  and  the 
smale  shertes  ?  /     Lo,  what  seith  god  of 
hem  by  the  prophete  Isayo  :  '  that  under 
hem  shul  been  strawed  motthes,  and  hir 


covertures   shulle   been    of  wormes    of 
helle.'  /    And  forther-over,  hir  miseise 
shal  been  in  defaute  of  freendcs  ;  for  he 
nis  nat  povre  that  hath  goode  freendcs, 
but  there  is  no  freend  ;  /  for  neither  god 
ne  no  creature  shal  been  freend  to  hem, 
and  everich  of  hem  shal  haten    other 
with  deedly  hate.  /     '  The  sones  and  the  200 
doghtren  shullen  rebellen  agayns  fader 
and  mooder,  and  kinrede  agayns  kinrede, 
and  chyden  and  despysen  everich  of  hem 
other,'  bothe  day  and  night,  as  god  seith 
by  the  prophete    Michias.  /      And    the 
lovinge  children,  that  whylom  loveden 
so  fleshly  everich  other,  wolden  everich 
of  hem  eten  other  if  they  mighte.  /     For 
how  sholden  they  love  hem  togidro  in  the 
pejoie  of  helle,  whan  they  hated  ech  of 
hem  other  in  the  prosperitee  of  this  lyf?  / 
For  truste  wel,  hir  fleshly  love  was  deedly 
hate ;  as  seith  the  prophete  David :  '  who- 
so that  loveth  wikkednesse  he  hateth  his 
soule.'  /    And  who-so  hateth  his  owene  (130) 
soule,   certes,   he  may  love  noon  other 
wight  in  no  manere.  /     And  therefore,  205 
in  helle  is  no  solas  ne  bo  frendshipe,  but 
evere  the  more  fleshly  kinredes  that  been 
in  helle,  the  more  cursinges,  the  more 
chyding^,  and  the  more  deedly  hate  ther 
is  among  hem.  /     And  forther-over,  they 
shul  have  defaute  of  alle  manere  delyces  ; 
for  certes,  delyces  been  ofter  the  appe- 
tytes  of  the  fyve  wittes,  as  sighte,  heringe, 
smellinge,   savoringc,    and   touchinge.  / 
But  in  helle  hir  sighte  shal  be  ful  of 
derknesse  and  of  smoke,  and  therfore  ful 
of  teres ;   and  liir  heringe,  ful  of  way- 
mentinge  and  of  grintinge  of  teeth,  as 
seith  Jesu  Crist ;  /  hir  nosethirlcs  shullen 
be  ful  of  stinkinge  stink.     And  as  seith 
Isaye  the  prophete :   'hir  savoring  shal 
be  ful  of  bitter  g^le.'  /    And  touchinge 
of  al  hir  body,  y-covered  with  '  fyr  that 
nevere  shal  quench  e,  and  with  wormes     ' 
that  nevere  shul  dyen,'  as  god  seith  hy 
the  mouth  of  Isaye.  /    And  for-as-muche  210 
as  they  shul  nat  wene  that  they  mi^ 
dyen  for  i>eyne,  and  by  hir  deeth  flee 
fro  peyne,  that  may  they  understondcn 
by  the  word  of  Job,  that  seith :  *  ther-as 
is  the  shadwe    of  deeth,'  /     Certes,  a 
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■hadwe  hath  the  lyknesse  of  the  thing 
of  which  it  is  shadwe,  bat  shadwe  is  nat 
the  same  thing  of  which  it  is  shadwe.  / 
Bight  so  fareth  the  peyne  of  helle ;  it  is 
lyk  doeth  for  the  horrible  angoissh,  and 
why?  For  it  peyneth  hem  evere,  as 
thongh  they  sholde  dye  anon  ;  bat  certes 
they  shal  nat  dye.  /  For  as  seith  Seint 
Grogorio:  'to  wrecche  caytives  shal  be 
deeth  with-oato  deeth,  and  endo  with- 
onten  ende,  and  defaate  with-oate  fail- 

(140)  Inge.  /  For  hir  deeth  shal  alwey  liven, 
and  hir  ende  shal  everemo  biginne,  and 
215  hir  defaate  shal  nat  faille.'  /  And  ther- 
fore  seith  Seint  John  the  Evangelist: 
*  they  shallon  folwe  deeth,  and  they  shal 
nat  flnde  him ;  and  they  shal  desyren 
to  dye,  and  doeth  shal  flee  fro  hem.'  / 
And  ook  Job  seith :  that  *  in  helle  is 
noon  ordre  of  rale.'/  And  al-be-it  so 
that  god  hath  creat  alle  thinges  in  right 
ordre,  and  no-thing  with-oaten  ordre, 
bat  alle  thinges  been  ordeyned  and  nom- 
bred ;  yet  natheloes  they  that  been 
dampned  been  no-thing  in  ordre,  ne 
holden  noon  ordre.  /  For  the  erthe  ne 
shal  here  hem  no  frait.  /  For,  as  the 
prophete  David  seith :  *  god  shal  destroye 
the  frait  of  the  erthe  as  fro  hem ' ;  ne 
water  ne  shal  yeve  hem  no  moistare ;  ne 
aao  the  eyr  no  rofresshing,  ne  fyr  no  light.  / 
For  as  seith  seint  Basilie :  *  the  brenninge 
of  the  fyr  of  this  world  shal  god  yeven  in 
helle  to  hem  that  been  dampned  ;  /  bat 
the  light  and  the  cleemesse  shal  be  yeven 
in  hevene  to  hise  children ' ;  right  as  the 
godo  man  yeveth  flosh  to  hise  children, 
and  bones  to  his  hoandes.  /  And  for 
they  shallen  have  noon  hope  to  Mcape, 
seith  seint  Job  atte  laste:  that  *ther 
shal  horroar  and  grisly  drede  dwellen 
with-oaten  ende.'/  Horroar  is  alwey 
drede  of  harm  that  is  to  come,  and  this 
drede  shal  evere  dwelle  in  tlie  hertes  of 
hem  tliat  boon  dampned.  And  therefore 
han  they  lorn  al  hir  hope,  for  sevene 

(150)  caases.  /    First,  for  god  that  is  hir  jage 

shal  be  with-outen  mercy  to  hem ;   ne 

they  may  nat  plese  him,  ne  noon  of  hise 

halwes;   ne  they  no  may  yeve  no-thing 

22s  for  hir  raanson ;  /  no  they  have  no  vois 


to  speke  to  him ;  ne  they  may  nat  flee 
Aro  peyne ;  ne  they  have  no  goodnossc  in 
hem,  that  they  mowo  shewe  to  delivero 
hem  fro  peyne.  /  And  thorfore  seith 
Salomon:  *the  wikked  man  dyeth;  and 
whan  he  is  deed,  he  shal  have  noon  hope 
to  escape  fro  peyne.'/  Who^o  thanne 
wolde  wel  anderstande  these  poynes,  and 
bithinke  him  wccl  that  he  hath  dpser\'ed 
thilke  peynes  for  his  sinnes,  certes,  he 
sholde  have  more  talent  to  syken  and  to 
wepe  than  for  to  singon  and  to  pleye.  / 
For  as  that  seith  Salomon :  *■  who-so  that 
hadde  the  science  to  knowe  the  peynes 
that  been  establissed  and  ordeyned  for 
sinne,  he  wolde  make  sorwe.'  /  *  Thilke 
science,'  as  seith  seint  Aogostin,  *  makcth 
aman  to  waymenten  in  hisherte.'/  230 

§  11.  The  foarthe  point,  that  oghte 
makon  a  man  to  have  contricion,  is  the 
sor\('efNil  remembrance  of  the  good  that 
he  hath  left  to  doon  here  in  erthe  ;  and 
eek  the  good  that  he  hath  lorn.  /  Soothly, 
the  gode  werkes  that  he  hath  left,  oather 
they  been  the  gode  werkes  that  he 
wroghte  er  he  fel  in-to  dcedly  sinne,  or 
elles  the  gode  werkes  that  ho  wroghte 
while  he  lay  in  sinne.  /  Soothly,  the 
gode  werkes,  that  he  dide  bifom  that  he 
fll  in  sinne,  been  al  mortified  and  astoncd 
and  dallod  by  the  ofte  sinning.  /  The 
othere  gode  werkes,  that  he  wroghte 
whyl  he  lay  in  deedly  sinne,  they  been 
oatrely  dede  as  to  the  lyf  perdurable  in 
hevene.  /  Thanne  thilke  gode  werkes  (i6u; 
that  been  mortified  by  ofte  sinning, 
whiche  gode  werkes  he  dide  whyl  he  was 
in  charitee,  ne  mowe  nevere  quikon  agayn 
with-oaten  verray  penitence.  /  And  ther-  235 
of  seith  god,  by  the  month  of  Ezcchiel : 
that,  *  if  the  rightfal  man  rotame  agnyn 
from,  his  rightwisnesse  and  wcrko  wikked- 
nesse,  shal  he  live?'  /  Vlay;  for  alle  tho 
gode  werkes  that  he  hath  wroght  ne  shal 
nevere  been  in  remembrance ;  for  he  shal 
dyen  in  his  sinne.  /  And  ap-on  thilke 
chapitre  seith  seint  Gregorie  thus :  *  that 
we  shalle  nnderstonde  this  principally;  / 
that  whan  we  doon  dcedly  sinne,  it  is 
for  noght  thanne  to  rohercen  or  drawen 
in-to  memorie  the  godo  werkes  that  we 
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han  wroght  biforn.'  /  For  certes,  in  the 
werkinge  of  the  dcedly  sinne,  ther  is  no 
trust  to  no  good  -werk  that  we  han  doon 
biforn  ;  that  is  to  sejTi,  as  for  to  have 

240  thcrby  the  lyf  perdurable  in  hovene.  / 
But  natholees,  the  gode  werkes  qniken 
ogayn,  and  comen  ogayn,  and  holpen, 
and  availlen  to  have  the  lyf  perdurable 
in  hevene,  whan  we  lian  contricion.  / 
But  soothly,  the  gode  werkes  that  men 
doon  whyl  they  been  in  deedly  sinne, 
for-as-muche  as  they  were  doon  in  deedly 
sinne,  thoy  may  nevere  quiken  agayn.  / 
For  certes,  thing  that  nevere  haddo  lyf 
may  nevere  quikene ;  and  nathelees,  al- 
be-it  that  they  no  availlo  noght  to  han 
the  lyf  perdurable,  yet  availlen  they  to 
ftbreggo  of  the  peyno  of  helle,  or  elles  to 
geten  temporal  rich  esse,  /  or  cUes  that 
god  wolo  the  rather  enlumine  and  lightne 
the  herto  of  the  sinful  man  to  have 
(170)  repentance;  /  and  eek  they  availlen  for 
to  usen  a  man  to  doon  gode  werkes,  that 
the  feend  have   the  losse  power  of  his 

545  soule.  /  And  tlius  the  curteis  lord  Jesu 
Crist  wole  that  no  good  werk  be  lost ; 
for  in  somwhat  it  shol  availle.  /  But 
for-as-muche  as  the  gode  werkes  that 
men  doon  whyl  they  been  in  good  lyf, 
been  al  mortified  by  sinne  folwinge  ;  and 
eek,  sith  that  alle  the  gode  werkes  that 
men  doon  whyl  they  been  in  deedly 
synne,  been  outrely  dede  as  for  to  have 
the  Ij^  perdurable ;  /  wel  may  that  man, 
that  no  gr>od  werke  ne  dooth,  singe  thilke 
newo  Frcnshe  song  :  '  Jay  tout  perdu  mon 
temps  et  mon  labour.*  /  For  certes,  sinne 
biroveth  a  man  bothe  goodnesse  of  nature 
and  eek  the  goodnesse  of  grace.  /  For 
Roothly,  the  grace  of  the  holy  goost 
fareth  lyk  fyr,  that  may  nat  been  ydel ; 
for  iyr  faileth  anfx>n  as  it  forleteth  his 
wirkinge,   and    right    so    grace    fayleth 

250  anot)n  as  it  forleteth  his  werkinge.  / 
Than  Icsctli  the  sinful  man  the  goodnesse 
of  glorie,  that  only  is  bihight  to  gode 
men  that  labouren  and  werken.  /  Wel 
may  he  bo  sory  thonne,  that  oweth  al 
his  lif  to  god  as  longe  as  ho  hath  lived, 
and  eek  as  longo  as  he  shal  live,  that  no 
goodnesse  ne  hath  to  paye  with  his  dette 


to  god,  to  whom  he  oweth  al  his  lyf.  / 
For  trust  wel,  '  he  shal  yeven  acountcs,' 
08  soith  soint  Bernard,  '  of  alle  the  godcs 
that  han  be  yeven  him  in  this  present 
lyf,  and  how  he  hath  hem  desponded ;  / 
in  so  muche  that  ther  shal  nat  perisse  an 
hcer  of  his  heed,  no  a  moment  of  an 
houro  ne  shal  nat  perisse  of  his  tyme, 
that  he  no  shal  yovo  of  it  a  rokening.'  /     (180) 

§  12.  The  flfthe  thing  that  oghte  moeve 
a  man  to  contricion,  is  remembrance  of 
the  passion  that  ouro  lord  Jesu  Crist 
Buffred  for  ouro  sinnos.  /  For,  as  seith  255 
seint  Bernard  :  '  whyl  that  I  live,  I  shal 
have  remembrance  of  the  travailles  that 
oure  lord  Crist  suffred  in  preching  ;  /  his 
werinesso  in  travailling,  hise  temptacions 
whan  he  fasted,  hise  longe  wakinges 
whan  he  preyde,  hise  teres  whan  that 
he  weep  for  pitee  of  good  peple  ;  /  the 
wo  and  the  shame  and  the  filthe  that 
men  seyden  to  him  ;  of  the  foiile  spitting 
that  mon  spitto  in  his  face,  of  the 
buffottes  that  men  yaven  him,  of  the 
foulo  mowos,  and  of  the  repreves  that 
men  to  him  seyden  ;  /  of  the  nayles  with 
whiche  ho  was  nailed  to  the  croys,  and 
of  al  the  remenant  of  his  passion  that  he 
suffred  for  my  sinnes,  and  no-thing  for 
his  gilt.'/  And  ye  shul  nnderstonde, 
that  in  mannes  sinne  is  every  manere  of 
ordro  or  ordinance  turned  up-so-doun.  /  260 
For  it  is  sooth,  that  god,  and  reson,  and 
sensualitee,  and  the  body  of  man  been  so 
ordeyned,  that  overich  of  thise  fouro 
thinges  sholdo  have  lordshipe  over  that 
other ;  /  as  thus  :  god  sholde  have  lord- 
shipo  over  reson,  and  reson  over  sensu- 
alitee, and  sensualitee  over  the  body  of 
man.  /  But  sothly,  whan  man  sinneth, 
al  this  ordre  or  ordinance  is  turned 
ui)-so-doun.  /  And  therfore  thonne,  for- 
as-muche  OS  the  reson  of  man  ne  wol  nat 
bo  subget  no  obeisant  to  g^d,  that  is  his 
lord  by  right,  therfore  leseth  it  the  lord- 
shipe that  it  sholde  have  ovor  sonsualitoe, 
and  eek  over  the  body  of  man.  /  And  (190) 
why?  For  sensualitee  reboUeth  thanne 
aga>'ns  reson  ;  and  by  that  woy  leseth 
roson  the  lordshipe  over  sensualitee  and 
over  the  body.  /    For  right  as  reson  is  '65 
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rebel  to  god,  right  bo  is  bothe  sensnalitee 
rebel  to  reson  and  the  body  also.  /  And 
certes,  this  disordinance  and  iJiis  re- 
bellion oore  lord  Jesu  Crist  aboghte 
np-on  his  precious  body  fol  dere,  and 
herkueth  in  which  wyse.  /  For-as-muche 
thanne  as  reson  is  rebel  to  god,  therfore 
is  man  worthy  to  have  sorwe  and  to  be 
deed.  /  This  suffred  oore  lord  Jesn  Crist 
for  man,  after  that  he  hadde  be  bitraysed 
of  his  disciple,  and  distreyned  and 
bonnde,  '  so  that  his  blood  brast  out  at 
every  nail  of  hise  handes,'  as  seith  seint 
Angnstin.  /  And  forthor-over,  for-as- 
mnchol  as  reson  of  man  ne  wol  nat 
daanto  scnsnalitee  whan  it  may,  therfore 
is  man  worthy  to  have  shame ;  and  this 
Bofifred  onre  lord  Jesu  Crist  for  man, 
970  whan  they  spetten  in  his  visage.  /  And 
forthor-over,  for-as-mnchel  thanne  as  the 
caitif  body  of  man  is  rebel  bothe  to  reson 
and  to  sensnalitee,  therfore  is  it  worthy 
the  deeth.  /  And  this  snifred  onre  lord 
Jesu  Crist  for  man  np-on  the  croys, 
whore-as  ther  was  no  part  of  his  body 
free,  with-outen  greet  peyne  and  bitter 
passion.  /  And  al  this  suffred  Jesu 
Crist,  that  nevere  forfeted.  And  therfore 
resonably  may  be  seyd  of  Jesu  in  this 
manere :  '  to  muchel  am  I  peyned  for 
the  thinges  that  I  nevere  deservod,  and 
to  mucho  defouled  for  shendshipe  that 
man  is  worthy  to  have.'  /  And  therfore 
may  the  sinfal  man  wel  seye,  as  seith 
soint  Bernard :  *  acursed  be  the  bitter- 
nesse  of  my  sinne,  for  which  ther  mosto 
(aoo)  be  suffred  so  muchel  bittomesse.'  /  For 
certcs,  aft«r  the  diverse  discordances  of 
oure  wikkednesses,  was  the  passion  of 
375  Jesu  Crist  orde3med  in  diverse  thinges,  / 
as  thus.  Certcs,  sinful  mannes  soule  is 
bitraysod  of  the  devel  by  covcitise  of 
temporel  prosi)eritce,  and  scorned  by 
deceite  whan  he  cheseth  fleshly  delyces ; 
and  yet  is  it  tormented  by  inpocience  of 
adversitee,  and  bispet  by  sorvage  and 
subjeccion  of  sinne ;  and  atte  laste  it  is 
Bla>'n  fynally.  /  For  this  disordinaunce 
of  sinful  m.an  was  Jesu  Crist  first  bi- 
traysed, and  after  that  was  he  bonnde, 
that  cam  for  to  nnbynden  ns  of  sinne 


and  peyne.  /  Thanne  was  he  biscomed, 
that  only  diolde  ban  been  honoured  in 
alle  thinges  and  of  alle  thinges.  /  Thanne 
was  his  visage,  that  oghte  be  desired 
to  be  soyn  of  al  man-kinde,  in  which 
visage  aungels  desyren  to  looke,  vileynsl^' 
bispet.  /  Thanne  was  ho  scourged  that 
no-thing  hadde  agilt;  and  fynally,  thanne 
was  he  crucified  and  slajn.  /  Thanne  280 
was  acompliced  the  word  of  Isaye :  '  he 
was  wounded  for  oure  misdcdes,  and 
defouled  for  oure  felonies.'  /  Now  sith 
that  Jesu  Crist  took  up-on  him-self  the 
peyne  of  alle  oure  wikkednesses,  muchel 
oghte  sinful  man  wepen  and  biwnyle, 
that  for  hise  sinnes  goddes  sone  of 
hevene  sholde  al  this  pe3me  endure.  / 

§  18.  The  sixte  thing  that  oghte  mocve 
a  man  to  contricion,  is  the  hope  of  three 
thynges;  that  is  to  soyn,  foryifnesse  of 
sinne,  and  the  yifte  of  grace  wel  for  to 
do,  and  the  glorie  of  hevene,  with  which 
god  shal  guerdone  a  man  for  hise  gode 
dedes.  /  And  for-as-muche  as  Jesu  Crist 
yeveth  us  thise  yiftes  of  his  largesse  and 
of  his  Bovereyn  bountee,  therfore  is  he 
deped  Jemt  Nasarenus  rex  Judeorum.  /  (''ii>) 
Jesus  is  to  seyn  ^saveour'  or  ^salvacion,* 
on  whom  men  shul  hope  to  have  foryif- 
nesse of  sinnes,  which  that  is  proprely 
salvacion  of  sinnes.  /  And  therfore  seyde  285 
the  aungcl  to  Joseph :  '  thou  shalt  clepen 
his  name  Jesus,  that  shal  saven  his  peple 
of  hir  sinnes.'  /  And  heer-of  seith  seint 
Peter :  *  ther  is  noon  other  name  under 
hevene  that  is  yeve  to  any  man,  by  which 
a  man  may  be  saved,  but  only  Jesus.'  / 
Nasarenus  is  as  muche  for  to  seye    as 

*  florisshinge,'  in  which  a  man  shal  hope, 
that  he  that  yeveth  him  remission  of 
sinnes  shal  yeve  him  eek  grace  wel  for  to 
do.  For  in  the  flour  is  hope  of  fruit  in 
t3ane  cominge;  and  in  foryifhesse  of 
sinnes  hope  of  grace  wel  for  to  do.  / 

*  I  was  atte  dore  of  thyn  herte,'  seith 
Jesus,  '  and  deped  for  to  entre ;  he  that 
openeth  to  me  shal  have  foryifnesse  of 
sinne./  I  wol  entre  in-to  him  by  my 
grace,  and  soupe  with  him,'  by  the  goode 
werkes  that  he  shal  doon  ;  whiche  werkes 
been  the  foode  of  god;    'and  he  shal 
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flonpe  with  xne/  by  the  grete  joye  that 
390  I  shal  yeven  him.  /  Thus  shal  man  hope, 
for  hise  werkes  of  penaunce,  that  god 
ahall  yeven  him  his  regne ;  aa  he  bihoteth 
him  in  the  goepeL  / 

§  14.  Xow  shal  a  man  nnderstonde,  in 
which  manero  shal  been  his  contricion. 
I  seye,  that  it  shal  been  nnivenal  and 
total;  this  is  to  seyn,  a  man  shal  be 
vorray  repentant  for  alle  hise  sinnes  that 
he  hath  doon  in  dols^t  of  his  thoght ;  for 
delyt  is  fnl  perilous.  /  For  ther  been 
two  manere  of  consentinges ;  that  oon  of 
hem  is  clei)ed  consentinge  of  affecoion, 
whan  a  man  is  moeved  to  do  sinne,  and 
delytoth  him  longo  for  to  thinke  on  that 
sinne  ;  /  and  his  roson  aperceyveth  it 
wol,  that  it  is  sinne  agayns  the  lawe  of 
go<l,  and  yet  his  reson  refreyneth  nat  his 
foul  delyt  or  talent,  though  he  see  wel 
apertly  that  it  is  agayns  the  reverence  of 
god;  al-though  his  reson  ne  consente 
(aao)  noght  to  doon  that  sinne  in  dede,  /  yet 
se^n  somme  doctonrs  that  swich  delyt 
that  dwelleth  longe,  it  is  fol  perilous, 
^5  al  be  it  nevere  so  lite.  /  And  also  a  man 
sholde  sorwe,  namely,  for  al  that  evere 
he  hath  desired  agayn  the  lawe  of  god 
with  perfit  consentinge  of  his  reson ;  for 
ther-of  is  no  doute,  that  it  is  deedly  sinne 
in  consentinge.  /  For  certes,  ther  is  no 
deedly  sinne,  that  it  nas  first  in  mannes 
thought,  and  after  that  in  his  delyt ;  and 
so  forth  in-to  consentinge  and  in-to  dedo./ 
Whorforo  I  scye,  that  many  men  ne  re- 
penten  hem  novere  of  swicho  thoghtes 
and  del>'tcs,  ne  nevere  shryven  hem  of  it, 
bat  only  of  the  dodo  of  grete  sinnes 
outward.  /  Whcrfore  I  seye,  that  swiche 
wikked  delytos  and  wikkcd  thoghtes  been 
subtile  bigyleres  of  hem  that  shuUen  be 
danipuod.  /  More-over,  man  oghte  to 
sorwo  for  hise  wikko<le  wordes  as  wel  as 
for  hise  wikkede  dedos ;  for  certes,  the 
repentance  of  a  singuler  sinne,  and  nat 
repente  of  alle  hise  othere  sinnes,  or  elles 
ropcnten  him  of  alle  hise  othere  sinnes, 
and  nat  of  a  singuler  sinne,  may  nat 
300  availle.  /  For  certes,  god  almighty  is  al 
good;  and  ther-fore  he  foryeveth  al,  or 
elles  right  noght.  /    And  heer-of  aeith 


■eint  Augustin :  *  I  woot  certeinly  /  that 
god  is  enemy  to  everich  sinnere  * ;  and 
how  thanne  ?  He  that  observeth  o  sinne, 
shal  he  have  foryifnesse  of  the  rcme- 
naunt  of  hise  othere  sinnes?  Nay.  / 
And  forther-over,  contricion  sholde  be 
wonder  sorweful  and  anguissous,  and 
therfore  yeveth  him  god  pleynly  his 
mercy ;  and  therfore,  whan  my  soule 
was  anguissous  with-inno  me,  I  hadde 
remembrance  of  god  that  my  prejrere 
mighte  come  to  him.  /  ForthorKrver,  (250) 
contricion  moete  be  oontinuel,  and  that 
man  have  stedefast  purpos  to  shiyven 
him,  and  for  to  amcnden  him  of  his  lyf.  /  305 
For  soothly,  whyl  contricion  lasteth,  man 
may  evere  have  hope  of  foryiftiesse ;  and 
of  this  comth  hate  of  sinne,  that  dostroy- 
eth  sinne  botho  in  himself,  and  eok  in 
other  folk,  at  his  power.  /  For  which 
seith  David :  *  ye  that  loven  god  hateth 
wikkednesse.'  For  trusteth  wel,  to  love 
god  is  for  to  love  that  ho  loveth,  and 
hate  that  he  hateth.  / 

§  15.  The  laste  thing  that  man  shal 
understonde  in  contricion  is  this ;  wher- 
of  avayleth  contricion.  I  seye,  that  som 
tyme  contricion  delivereth  a  man  fto 
sinne ;  /  of  which  that  David  seith : 
*I  seye,'  quod  David,  that  is  to  seyn, 
'  I  purposed  fermely  to  shryvo  me ;  and 
thow.  Lord,  relesedest  my  sinne.*  /  And 
right  so  as  contricion  availleth  noght, 
withouten  sad  purpos  of  shrifte,  if  man 
have  oportunitee,  right  so  litel  worth  is 
shrifte  or  satisfaccion  with-outen  con- 
tricion. /  And  more-over,  contricion  310 
destroyeth  the  prison  of  hoUe,  and  maketh 
wayk  and  feble  alle  the  strengthes  of  the 
develes,  and  restoreth  the  yiftes  of  the 
holy  goost  and  of  alle  gode  vertues ;/  and 
it  clenseth  the  soule  of  sinne,  and 
delivereth  the  soule  fro  the  peyne  of 
helle,  and  fro  the  companye  of  the  devel, 
and  fro  the  servage  of  sinne,  and  restoreth  ^ 

it  to  alle  godes  espirituels,  and  to  the 
companye  and  communion  of  holy 
chirche.  /  And  forther-over,  it  maketh 
him  that  whylom  was  sone  of  ire  to  be 
sone  of  grace ;  and  alle  thise  thinges  been 
proved  hy  holy  writ  /    And  therfore,  he 
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that  wolde  sette  liii  ontente  to  thiae 
t  hinges,  ho  were  ful  wys ;  for  soothly,  he 
lie  sholde  nat  thanno  in  al  liis  lyf  liave 
rorage  to  sinne,  but  ycvon  liis  body  and 
nl  his  horte  to  the  soi^'ice  of  Jesn  Crist, 
(j4o)  and  ther-of  doon  him  liommage.  /  For 
soothly,  onre  swoto  lord  Jesn  Crist  hath 
rpored  us  so  debonairly  in  our  folies,  that 
if  he  ne  hodde  pitoe  of  mannes  soole,. 
315  a  sory  song  we  mighton  alle  singe./ 

Explicit  prima  pars  Penitentie;  et 
sequitur  seconda  pars  einsdem. 

§  16.  Thosoconde  partieef  Penitence  is 
Confession,  that  is  signo  of  contricion.  / 
Now  shnl  ye  nnderstonde  what  is  Con- 
iession,  and  whether  it  oghto  nodes  be 
doon  or  noon,  and  whiche-  thingos  been 
covenable  to  verray  Confession.  / 

§  17.  First  shaltow  nnderstonde  that 
Confession  is  verray  shewinge  of  sinnes 
to  the  preest ;  /  this  is  to  soyn  '  verray,* 
for  ho  moeto  confesson  him  of  alle  the 
condicionns  that  l>ilongen  to  his  sinne,  as 
ferforth  as  he  can.  /  Al  moot  be  seyd, 
and  no  thing  excused  ne  hid  ne  for- 
wrappcd,  and  noght  avannto  him  of  his 
330  gode  werkes.  /  And  further  over,  it  is 
necessarie  to  nnderstonde  whennes  that 
sinnes  springen,  and  how  they  encresen, 
and  whiche  they  been.  / 

§  18.  Of  the  springingo  of  sinnes  seith 
Rolnt  Paul  in  this  wiso  :  that  *  right  as  by 
a  msui  sinne  ontrod  first  in-to  this  world, 
and  thurgh  that  sinne  deoth,  riglit  so 
thilke  deoth  cntred  in-to  alle  men  tbat 
sinncdon.'/  And  this  man  was  Adam, 
by  whom  sinne  ontrod  in-to  this  world 
whan  he  brak  the  comaundement  of 
(;od.  /  And  therfore,  he  that  first  was  so 
mighty  that  he  sholdo  not  havo  dyed, 
bicam  swich  oon  that  ho  mr^ste  nodes  dye, 
Avhothor  he  wolde  or  noon ;  and  all  his 
progonie  in  this  world  that  in  thilke  man 
(jKo)  sinnodon.  /  Loke  that  in  th'estaat  of 
innocence,  whon  Adam  and  £vo  naked 
wcrcn  in  paradys,  and  no-thing  no  hadden 
325  shame  of  hir  nakednesso,  /  how  that  the 
serpent,  that  was  most  wylj'  of  alle  othere 
bcstes  that  god  hadde  maked,  leyde  to 


the  womman  :  '  why  comaunded  god  to 
yow,  ye  sholde  nat  cten  of  every  troo  in 
"parttdyB  ? '  /  The  womman  answerde  : 
*of  the  fruit,'  quod  she,  'of  the  trees  in 
paradys  wo  fedon  us ;  but  soothly,  of  the 
fruit  of  the  tree  that  is  in  the  middel  of 
paradys,  god  forbad  us  for  to  ote,  ne  nat 
touchen  it,  lest  per-aventure  wo  should 
dyen.*  /  The  serpent  soydo  to  tho  wom- 
man :  '  nay,  nay,  ye  shnl  nat  dyen  of 
deeth ;  for  sothe,  god  woot,  that  what  day 
that  ye  eten  ther-of,  youro  oyen  shul 
opene,  and  ye  shul  boon  as  goddes, 
knowinge  good  and  harm. '/  Tho  wom- 
man thanno  saugh  that  the  tree  was  good 
ta  feding,  and  fair  to  tho  eyen,  and 
deljrtablo  to  the  sighto ;  she  tok  of  tho 
ftnit  of  the  tree,  and  oet  it,  and  yB,f  to  hir 
housbonde,  and  he  cot ;  and  anoon  tho 
eyen  of  hem  Imtho  opcneden.  /  And 
whan  that  thoy  knewe  that  they  were 
naked,  they  sowed  of  figo-lovos  a  manor© 
of  breches  to  hiden  hir  mombres.  /  Tliere  3.^0 
may  ye  seen  that  dcodly  sinne  hath  first 
suggestion  of  tho  foond,  as  sheweth  here 
by  the  naddro ;  and  afterward,  the  delyt 
of  the  flesh,  as  sheweth  here  by  Eve ;  and 
after  that,  the  consontinge  of  resoun,  as 
sheweth  here  by  Adam.  /  For  trust  wel, 
thogh  so  wore  that  tho  foend  tempted  Eve, 
that  is  to so>-n  tho  flesh,  and  the  flesh  haddo 
delyt  in  tho  beautee  of  tho  fruit  defended, 
yet  certes,  til  that  rosonn,  that  is  to  se>-n, 
Adam,  consented  to  the  etinge  of  tho 
fruit,  yet  stood  ho  in  th'estaat  of  inno- 
cence. /  Of  thilke  Adam  toko  we  thilke 
sinne  original ;  for  of  him  fleshly  de- 
scended bo  we  alle,  and  engondrod  of  vile 
and  corrupt  matoro.  /  And  whan  the 
soule  is  put  in  our  brxly,  right  anon  is 
contract  original  sinne ;  and  that,  that 
was  erst  but  only  poyno  of  concupiscence, 
is  aflerward  botho  poyno  and  sinne.  /  (2O0) 
And  therforo  1>e  we  alio  bom  sonos  of 
wrattho  and  of  dampnacion  perdurable,  if 
it  nero  baptosmo  that  we  receyven,  which 
binimoth  us  the  culpe ;  but  for  sothe,  the 
lM?yne  dwelleth  with  ns,  as  to  tcmpta- 
cion,  which  pojTio  highto  concupisconce.  /  335 
"Whan  it  is  wrongfully  disposed  or  or^ 
deynod  in  man.  it  moketh  him  coveite, 
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by  coveitise  of  flesh,  fleshly  sinne,  by 
sighte  of  hise  eyen  as  to  erthely  thinges, 
and  coveitise  of  hynesse  by  pryde  of 
herte.  / 

§  19.  Now  as  for  to  speken  of  the  flrste 
coveitise,  that  is,  concnpiscence  after  the 
lawo  of  ouro  membres,  that  weren  lawe- 
fullicho  y-maked  and  by  rightful  juge- 
ment  of  god ;  /   I  seye,  for-as-mncho  as 
mail  is  nat  obeisaunt  to  god,  that  is  his 
lord,  therfore  is  the   flesh  to  him  -dis- 
obeisaunt  thurgh   concupiscence,  which 
yet  is  clepcd  norissinge  of  ^inno   and 
occasion    of   sinne.  /     Therfore,  al    the 
whylo  that  a  man  liath  in  him  the  pejme  of 
concupiscence,  it  is  impossible  but  he  be 
tempted  somtj-me,  and   moeved  In  his 
flesh  to  sinne.  /    And  this  thing  may  nat 
faille  as  longo  as  ho  liveth ;  it  may  wel 
woxo  foble  and  faille,  by  vertu  of  baptesme 
and  by  the  grace  of  god  thurgh  peni- 
340  tenco ;  /    but    fully  ne   shal  it   nevere 
quencho,  that  ho  no  shal  som  tyme  be 
moeved  in  him-solf,  but-if  he  were  al 
rcfroydcd  by  siknosse,  or  by  maleflce  of 
sorcoric  or  coldo  drinkes.  /     For  lo,  what 
scith  soint  Paul :    *  the  flesh   coveiteth 
agayn  the  spirit,  and  the  spirit  -agayn  the 
flesh;    they  been    so    contrarie  and  so 
stryven,  that  a  man  may  nat  alwey  doon 
as  he  wolde.'  /    The  same  seint  Paul, 
aft«r  his  grete  pcnnunco  in  water  and  in 
lond  (in  water  by  night  and  by  day,  in 
greet  peril  and  in  greet  pt>yne,  in  lond, 
in  famine,  in  thurst,  in  cold  and  doth- 
loes,    and    ones    stoned    almost    to    the 
decth)/  yet  seydo  ho:   ' alias i   I,  w^if 
man,    who    shal    delivere    mo   fro    the 
(^70)  prisoun  of  my  caj-tif  body  ? '  /    And  seint 
Jerome,  whan  he  longo  tyme  hadde  woned 
in   desert,   whero-as   he   hadde  no  com- 
pany 0  but  of  wildo  bestes,  where-as  he  ne 
haddo  no  mete  but  herbes  and  water  to 
his  drinke,  ne  no  bed  but  the  naked  ertho, 
for   which    his    flesh  was   blak    as   an 
Etliiopen  for  heto  and  ny  destroyed  for 
345  cold,/  yet  seyde  he :  that  'the  brenninge  of 
lechorio  boiled  in  al  his  body.'/  Wherfore 
I    woot    wel    sikerly,    that    they    been 
deceyved  that  seyn,  that  they  no  bo  nat 
tempted   in   hir   body.  /    Witnesse  on 


Seint  Jamo  the  Apostel,  that  seith  :  that 
*  every  wight  is  tempted  in  his  owen  con- 
cupiscence ;*  that  is  to  seyn,  that  everich 
of  us  hath  matero  and  occasion  to  bo 
temptoil  of  the  norissinge  of  sinne  that 
is  in  his  Ixxly.  /  And  therfore  seith 
Seint  John  the  Evaungolist:  'if  that 
we  seyn  that  we  both  with-oute  sinno, 
we  deceyve  us-selve,  and  troutho  is  nat 
inus.7 

§  20.  Now  shal  ye  understonde  in  what 
manere  that  sinne  wexeth  or  encresoth 
in  man.  The  flrsto  thing  is  thilko  noris- 
singe of  sinne,  of  which  I  spak  bifom, 
thilke  fleshly  concupiscence.  /  And  after  3J(> 
that  comth  the  subjeccion  of  the  devtl, 
this  is  to  sejTV,  the  develes  bely,  with 
which  he  bloweth  in  man  the  fyr  of 
fleshly  concupiscence.  /  And  after  that, 
a  man  bithinketh  him  whether  he  wol 
doon,  or  no,  thilko  thing  to  which  he  is 
tempted.  /  And  thanne,  if  that  a  man 
withstonde  and  weyvo  the  flrste  entysingo 
of  his  flesh  and  of  tho  feend,  thanne  is  it 
no  sinne ;  and  if  it  so  be  that  he  do  nat 
so,  thanne  feleth  he  anon  a  flambe  of 
deljrt.  /  And  thanne  is  it  good  to  bo 
war,  and  kepen  him  wel,  or  elles  he  wol 
falle  anon  in-to  consentinge  of  sinne; 
and  thanne  wol  he  do  it,  if  he  may  have 
tyme  and  place.  /  And  of  this  matere  (280 
seith  Moyses  by  the  devel  in  this  manero : 
'  the  feend  seith,  I  wole  chaco  and  pursue 
the  man  by  wikked  suggestion,  and  I  wolo 
hente  him  by  moevynge  or  stiringe  of 
sinne.  I  wol  departe  my  pryso  or  my 
praye  by  dcliberacion,  and  my  lust  shal 
been  accompliced  in  dclyt ;  I  wol  drawo 
my  swerd  in  consentinge  : '  /  for  cert<*8,  355 
right  as  a  swerd  departeth  a  thing  in  two 
peces,  right  so  consentinge  departeth  god 
fro  man  :  *  and  thanne  wol  I  sleen  him 
with  myn  hand  in  dedo  of  sinne ' ;  thus 
seith  tho  feend.  /  For  certes,  thanne  is 
a  man  al  deed  in  soule.  And  thus  is 
sinne  accompliced  by  tcmptacion,  by 
delyt,  and  by  consentinge ;  and  thanne  is 
the  sin  cleped  actueL  / 

§  21.  For  sotho,  sinne  is  in  two 
maneres;  outher  it  is  venial,  or  deedly 
sinne.     Soothly,  whan  man  loveth  any 
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oreature  more  than  Josu  Crist  oare 
creatonr,  thanne  is  it  deedly  sinno.  And 
venial  synne  ia  it,  if  man  love  Jean  Crist 
laase  than  him  oghte.  /  For  sothe,  the 
dede  of  this  venial  sinne  is  fol  perilons ; 
for  it  amennseth  the  love  that  men 
sholde  han  to  god  more  and  more.  /  And 
therfore,  if  a  man  charge  him-solf  with 
manye  swiche  venial  sinnes,  certes,  bnt-if 
so  bo  that  he  som  tyme  doscharge  him  of 
hem  by  shrifte,  they  mowe  tal  lightly 
amenose  in  him  al  the  love  that  he  hath 
360  to  Jesu  Crist ;  /  and  in  this  wise  skippoth 
venial  in-to  deedly  sinne.  For  certes,  the 
more  that  a  man  chargeth  his  soole  with 
venial  sinnes,  the  more  is  he  enclyned  to 
fallen  in-to  deedly  sinno.  /  And  therfore, 
lat  us  nat  be  necligent  to  deschargen  ns 
of  venial  sinnos.  For  the  proverbe  seith : 
that  manye  smale  maken  a  greet.  /  And 
herkne  this  ensample.  A  greet  wawe  of 
the  see  comth  8om-t3rme  with  so  greet 
a  violence  that  it  drencheth  the  ship. 
And  the  same  harm  doth  som-tyme 
the  smale  dropes  of  water,  that  ontren 
thurgh  a  litol  crevace  in-to  the  thnrrok, 
and  in-to  the  botme  of  the  ship,  if  men 
be  so  necligent  that  they  ne  descharge 
hem  nat  by  tyme.  /  And  therfore,  al- 
thogh  ther  bo  a  difference  bitwixe  thise 
two  causes  of  drenchinge,  algates  the 
(^90)  ahip  IB  dreynt.  /  Bight  so  fareth  it  som- 
tyme  of  deedly  sinne,  and  of  anoyonse 
voniale  sinnes,  whan  they  multiplye  in 
a  man  so  grootly,  that  thilke  worldly 
thinges  that  he  loveth,  thurgh  whiche  he 
sinnoth  venially,  is  as  greet  in  his  herte 
365  as  the  love  of  god,  or  more.  /  And  ther- 
fore, the  love  of  every  thing,  that  is  nat 
bisct  in  god  ne  doon  principally  for 
goddes  sake,  al-though  that  a  man  love  it 
lasse  than  god,  yet  is  it  venial  sinno ;  / 
and  deedly  sinne,  whan  the  love  of  any 
thing  weyeth  in  the  herte  of  man  as 
muchel  as  the  love  of  god,  or  more.  / 
'  Doedly  sinne,'  as  seith  seint  Augustin, 
*is,  whan  a  man  tumeth  his  herte  £ro 
god,  which  that  is  veiray  sovereyn 
bounteo,  that  may  nat  chaunge,  and 
yeveth  his  herte  to  thing  that  may 
chaunge  and  flitte ' ;  /  and  certeSi  that  is 


every  thing,  save  god  of  hevene.  For 
sooth  is,  that  if  a  man  yeve  his  love,  the 
which  that  he  oweth  al  to  god  with  al  his 
herte,  im-to  a  creature,  certes,  as  muche 
of  his  love  as  he  yeveth  to  thilke  creature, 
so  muche  he  bireveth  fro  god;/  and 
therfore  doth  he  sinne.  For  he,  that  is 
dettour  to  god,  ne  yeldeth  nat  to  god  al 
his  dette,  that  is  to  seyn,  al  the  love  of 
his  herte.  /  37^ 

§  22.  Now  sith  man  understondeth 
generally,  which  is  venial  sinne,  thanne 
is  it  covenable  to  tellen  specially  of  sinnes 
whiche  that  many  a  man  per-aventure  ne 
demeth  hem  nat  sinnes,  and  ne  sliryveth 
him  nat  of  the  same  thinges ;  and  yet 
nathelees  they  been  sinnes.  /  Soothly, 
am  thise  clerkes  wiyten,  this  is  to  seyn, 
that  at  every  tyme  that  a  man  eteth  or 
drinketh  more  than  suffyseth  to  tho 
snstenaunce  of  his  body,  in  certein  he 
dooth  sinne.  /  And  eck  whan  he  speketh 
more  than  nedeth,  it  is  sinne.  £ko  whan 
he  herkneth  nat  bonignely  tlie  compleint 
of  the  povre.  /  Eke  whan  he  is  in  hole 
of  body  and  wol  nat  faste,  whan  othere 
folk  faste,  with-outen  cause  resonable. 
Eke  whan  he  slepeth  more  than  nodoth, 
or  whan  he  comth  by  thilke  enchesoun 
to  late  to  chirche,  or  to  othere  werkes  of 
charite.  /  Eke  whan  he  useth  his  wyf^  (300) 
with-outen  sovereyn  desyr  of  engendrure, 
to  the  honour  of  god,  or  for  the  entente 
to  yelde  to  his  W3rf  tho  dette  of  his  body./  375 
Eke  whan  he  wol  nat  visito  the  sikc  and 
the  prisoner,  if  he  may.  Eke  if  he  lovo 
wyf  or  child,  or  other  worldly  thing, 
more  than  resoun  requyreth.  Eke  if  he 
flatere  or  blandishe  more  than  him  oghte 
for  any  necessitee.  /  Eke  if  he  amenuse 
or  withdrawe  the  almesse  of  tho  povre. 
Eke  if  he  apparailleth  his  mete  more 
deliciously  than  nede  is,  or  ete  it  to 
hastily  by  likerousnesse.  /  Eke  if  he  tale 
vanitees  at  chirche  or  at  goddes  service, 
or  that  he  bo  a  talker  of  ydel  wordes  of 
folye  or  of  vileinye ;  for  he  shal  yelden 
acountea  of  it  at  the  day  of  dome.  /  Eke 
whan  he  biheteth  or  assureth  to  do  thinges 
that  he  may  nat  perfoume.  Eke  whan 
that  he,  by  lightnesse  or  folie,  nusseyeth 
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or  scometh  his  neighebore.  /  Eke  whan 
he  hath  any  wikked  snspecion  of  thing, 
380  ther  he  ne  woot  of  it  no  soothfastnesse.  / 
Thiflo  thinges  and  mo  with-oute  nombre 
been  sinnes,  as  seith  seint  Angustin.  / 

Now  shal  men  understonde,  that  al-be- 
it  so  that  noon  erthely  man  may  eschue 
alle  venial  sinnes,  yet  may  he  refreyne 
him  by  the  brenninge  love  that  he  hath 
to  oure  lord  Josn  Crist,  and  by  preyeres 
and  confession  and  othere  gode  werkes, 
so  that  it  shal  but  litel  greve.  /  For,  as 
seith  seint  Angustin  :  ^  if  a  man  love  god 
in  swiche  manere,  that  al  that  evere  he 
doth  is  in  the  love  of  god,  and  for  the  love 
of  god  verraily,  for  he  brenneth  in  the 
love  of  god  :  /  loke,  how  muche  that 
a  drope  of  water  that  falleth  in  a  fonmeys 
ful  of  fjrr  anoyeth  or  greveth,  so  muche 
anoyeth  a  venial  sinne  un-to  a  man  that 
(310)  is  parfit  in  the  love  of  Jesu  Crist.'  /  Men 
may  also  refreyne  venial  sinne  by  re- 
ceyvinge  worthily  of  the  precious  body 
3*^5  of  Jesu  Crist ;  /  by  recoyving  eek  of  holy 
water ;  by  almosdede ;  by  genered.  con- 
fession of  Confiteor  at  masse  and  at 
complin ;  and  by  blessinge  of  bisshopes 
and  of  preestes,  and  by  othere  gode 
werkes.  / 

Explicit  secunda  pars  Penitentle. 

Sequitnr  de  Septem  Peccatis  Mortalibns 
et  eoram  dependenciia  circumstanciis 
et  speciebus. 

§  23.  Now  is  it  bihovely  thing  to  telle 
whiche  been  the  deedly  sinnes,  this  is  to 
seyn,  chieftaines  of  sinnes;  alle  they 
renne  in  o  Ices,  but  in  diverse  maneres. 
Now  been  they  eloped  chieftaines  for-as- 
muche  as  they  been  chief,  and  f  springers 
of  alle  othere  sinnes.  /  Of  the  roote  of 
thise  sevene  sinnes  thanne  is  Pryde,  the 
general  rote  of  alle  harmes ;  for  of  this 
rote  springen  certein  braunches,  as  Ire, 
Envye,  Ac<;idie  or  Slewthe,  Avarice  or 
Coveitiso  (to  commune  understondinge), 
Glotonye,  and  Lecherye.  /  And  everich 
of  thise  chief  sinnes  hath  hise  braunches 
and  hise  twigges,  as  shal  bo  declared  in 
#  hir  chapitres  folwinge.  / 


De  Superbia. 

§  24.  And  thogh  so  be  that  no  man 
can  outrcly  telle  the  nombre  of  the 
twigges  and  of  the  harmes  that  cometh 
of  Pryde,  yet  wol  I  shewe  a  partie  of 
hem,  as  ye  shul  understonde.  /  Ther  390 
is  Inobedience,  Avauntinge,  Ipocrisie, 
Despyt,  Arrogance,  Impudence,  SweUingo 
of  herte.  Insolence,  Elacion,  Imi>acience, 
Strif,  Contumacie,  Presumpcion,  Irrev- 
erence, Pertinaoie,  Yeyne  Glorie ;  and 
many  another  twig  that  I  can  nat 
declare.  /  Inobedient,  is  he  that  dis- 
obeyeth  for  despyt  to  the  comandements 
of  god  and  to  hise  sovereyns,  and  to  his 
goostly  fader.  /  Avauntour,  is  he  that 
bostoth  of  the  harm  or  of  the  bountee 
that  he  hath  doon.  /  Ipocrite,  is  he  that 
hydeth  to  shewe  him  swiche  as  he  is,  and 
sheweth  him  swiche  as  he  noght  is.  /  (3^) 
Despitous,  is  he  that  hath  desdeyn  of  his 
neighebore,  that  is  to  seyn,  of  his  evene- 
cristene,  or  hath  despyt  to  doon  that  him 
oghte  to  do.  /  Arrogant,  is  he  that  395 
thinketh  that  he  hath  thilke  bountees  in 
him  that  he  hath  noght,  or  weneth  that 
he  sholde  have  hem  by  hise  desertes ;  or 
ellcs  he  demeth  that  he  be  that  he  nis 
nat.  /  Impudent,  is  he  that  for  his  pride 
hath  no  shame  of  hise  sinnes.  /  Swellinge 
of  herte,  is  whan  a  man  rejoyseth  him  of 
harm  that  he  hath  doon.  /  Insolent,  is 
he  that  despyseth  in  his  jugement  alle 
othere  folk  as  to  regard  of  his  value,  and 
of  his  conning,  and  of  his  speking,  and  of 
his  bering.  /  Elacion,  is  whan  he  ne  may 
neither  suffre  to  have  maister  ne  felawe.  /  400 
Impacient,  is  he  that  wol  nat  been  y- 
taught  ne  undemome  of  his  vyce,  and  by 
stryf  werreyeth  trouthe  witingly,  and 
deffendeth  his  folye.  /  Contumax^  is  he 
that  thurgh  his  indignaoion  is  SLgRynB 
everich  auctoritee  or  power  of  hem  that 
been  hise  sovereyns,  /  Presumpcion,  is 
whan  a  man  undertaketh  an  empryse 
that  him  oghte  nat  do,  or  elles  that  he 
may  nat  do ;  and  that  is  called  Surqui- 
drie.  Irreverence,  is  whan  men  do  nat 
honour  thereas  hem  oghte  to  doon,  and 
waiten  to  be  reverenoed.  /   Pertinaoie, 
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is  whan  man  deffendeth  his  folye,  and 
(350)  tmsteth  to  machd  in  his  owcne  wit.  / 
Veyno  glorie,  is  for  to  havo  pomi>e  and 
delyt  in  his  tomporel  hynessc,  and 
405  glorifie  him  in  this  worldly  estaat.  / 
JanglingOf  is  whan  mon  speken  to  mnche 
bifom  folk,  and  clappcn  as  a  millo,  and 
taken  no  kepe  what  they  seyc.  / 

§  25.  And  yet  is  thor  a  priveo  spcce  of 
Pryde,  that  waiteth  first  to  be  salewed  er 
he  wole  salewe,  al  bo  ho  losso  worth  than 
that  other  is,  pcr-aventnro ;  and  oek  he 
waiteth  or  desyroth  to  sitte,  or  olles  to 
goon  above  him  in  the  wey,  or  kisso  pax, 
or  been  oncensed,  or  goon  to  ofMng  bifom 
his  neighebore,  /  and  swicho  semblablo 
thinges ;  agayns  his  daetee,  per-aventure, 
bnt  that  ho  hath  his  herte  and  his 
ontcnto  in  swich  a  proud  desyr  to  bo 
magnifycd  and  honoured  bifom  the 
poplo.  / 

§  26.  Now  been  ther  two  maneres  of 
Pryde  ;  that  oon  of  hem  is  with-inne  the 
herto  of  man,  and  that  other  is  with- 
onte.  /  Of  whicho  soothly  thise  forseydo 
thinges,  and  mo  than  I  havo  seyd,  aper- 
tcnen  to  prydo  that  is  in  the  herte  of 
man  ;  and  that  othero  speccs  of  pryde 
410  been  with-onte.  /  But  natheles  that  oon 
of  thise  spcces  of  pryde  is  signe  of  that 
other,  right  as  the  gaye  leefsel  atte  taveme 
is  signe  of  the  wyn  that  is  in  the  ooler.  / 
And  this  is  in  manye  thinges :  asin  spoche 
and  contenannco,  and  in  outrageous  array 
of  clothing ;  /  for  certes,  if  ther  ne  hadde 
bo  no  sinne  in  clothing,  Crist  woldo  nat 
havo  noted  and  spoken  of  the  clothing  of 
Uiilke  riche  man  in  the  gospel.  /  And,  as 
seith  Scint  Gregorio,  that  precious  clothing 
is  coupable  for  the  dertho  of  it,  and  for 
his  softencsse,  and  for  his  strangenesso 
and  degysinesso,  and  for  the  snperfluiteo, 
(340)  or  for  the  inordinat  scantnesso  of  it.  / 
Alias!  may  men  nat  seen,  as  in  oure 
daycs,  the  sinful  costlewe  array  of  cloth- 
inge,  and  namely  in  to  muche  superfluitee, 
415  or  olles  in  to  dcsordinat  scantnesso?  / 

§  27.  As  to  the  firsts  sinne,  that  is  in 
Buperfluiteo  of  clothinge,  which  that 
makoth  it  so  dere,  to  harm  of  the  peple ;/ 
nat  only  th^  cost  of  embroudinge,  the 


degyso  endentinge  or  barringe,  oundingo, 
palingo,  windingo,  or  bendinge,  and 
semblablo  wast  of  clooth  in  vanitee ;  / 
but  thor  is  also  costlewe  furringe  in  hir 
gounes,  so  mncho  pounsoningo  of  chisels 
to  maken  holes,  so  muche  daggingo  of 
shores;/  forth -with  the  superfluitoo  in 
lengthe  of  the  forseido  gounos,  trailingo 
in  the  dong  and  in  tho  myre,  on  horse 
and  eek  on  fote,  as  wel  of  man  as  of 
womman,  that  al  thilko  trailing  is  verraily 
as  in  effect  wasted,  consumed,  thredbaro, 
and  roten  with  donge,  rather  than  it  is 
yeven  to  the  i)ovro ;  to  greet  damage  of 
tho  forseydo  povre  folk.  /  And  that  in 
sondry  wyso  :  thia  is  to  seyn,  that  tho 
more  that  clooth  is  wasted,  the  moro  it 
costcth  to  the  pcplo  for  the  scantnesse  ;  /  4atj 
and  forther-over,  if  so  be  that  thoy  woldo 
yeven  swich  i>ounsoned  and  dagged  cloth- 
ing to  the  jwvre  folk,  it  is  nat  convenient 
to  wore  for  hir  estaat,  no  suflfisant  to  bet<^ 
hir  neoessitee,  to  kopo  hem  fro  the  dis- 
temperance  of  tho  firmament.  /  Upon 
that  other  sydo,  to  speken  of  the  horriblo 
disordinat  scantnesse  of  clothing,  as  born 
thise  cutted  sloppos  or  hainselins,  that 
thurgh  hir  shortnesso  no  covero  nat  tlio 
shameful  membrcs  of  man,  to  wikkcd 
entonte.  /  Alias  !  somme  of  hem  shewon 
the  boce  of  hir  shap,  and  tho  horriblo 
swollen  membres,  that  semeth  1^'k  tho 
maladie  of  himia,  in  the  wrappingo  of  hir 
hoses ;  /  and  eek  tho  bnttokes  of  honi 
faren  as  it  wero  the  hindre  part  of  a  sho- 
apo  in  the  fuUe  of  tho  mono.  /  And  (.;5o) 
more-over,  the  wrecched  swollen  mem- 
bres that  they  she  wo  thurgh  tho  deg5'- 
singe,  in  departinge  of  hir  hoses  in  wliyt 
and  reed,  semeth  that  half  hir  shameful 
priveo  membres  weron  flayn.  /  And  it'  4-5 
so  be  that  they  doparten  hire  hoses  in 
othere  colours,  as  is  whjrt  and  blak,  or 
whyt  and  blew,  or  blak  and  reed,  and  so 
forth  ;  /  thanne  semeth  it,  as  1^  varianco 
of  colour,  that  half  tho  partio  of  hip 
priveo  membres  wero  corrupt  by  the  f;v  r 
of  seint  Antony,  or  by  cancrc,  or  by  other 
swich  meschaunce.  /  Of  the  hindre  part 
of  hir  buttokcs,  it  is  fbl  horrible  for  to 
see.    For  certes,  in  that  partio  of  hir  « 
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body  ther-os  they  purgcii  hir  stinkingo 
ordure,  /  that  foxilo  partio  showo  they  to 
tlic  peplo  proudly  in  dcsi)yt  of  honcstotoo, 
tho   which  lioncstetco    that    Jesu   Crist 
and  hise  freondes  ol>servode  to  shewen  in 
liir  lyvc.  /     Now  as  of  tho  outrageous 
array  of  wommen,  god  woot,  that  though 
tho  visages  of  sommo  of  hem  some  ful 
chaast  and  debonairo,  yet  notiiio  they  in 
hir    array    of    atyr    likerousncsso     and 
4.?o  prydo.  /     I  sey  nat  tliat  honcsteteo  in 
clothingo  of  man  or  womman  is  uncoven- 
ablo,  but  certes  the  suporfluitoo  or  dis- 
onlinat  scantiteo  of  clothinge  is  roprev- 
ablo.  /     Also  tho  sinne  of  aomomont  or 
of  apparaUlo  is  in  thingcs  that  ai)ort€nen 
to  rydingo,  as  in  to  manyo  delicat  horses 
that  l>cen  holden  for  dcl^'t,  that  been  so 
fairo,  fatto,  anfl  costlowo  ;  /  and  also  to 
many  a  vicious  knave  that  is  sustencd  by 
cause  of  hem  ;  in  to  curious  hameys,  as 
in   sadolos,   in   croupcres,   pcytrols,   and 
brydles  covered  with   precious  clothing 
and  richo,  barrcs  and  plates  of  gold  and 
of   silver.  /      For  which   go<l  soith    by 
Zakario  tho  proi^het*,  *  I  wol  confoundo 
(360)  tho  rj'deres  of   swicho   horses.*  /     This 
folk  taken  litol  reward  of  tho  rydinge  of 
goildcs  sono  of  hevene,  and  of  his  hameys 
whan  he  roo<l  up-on  the  assc,  and   ne 
haddo  noon  other  hameys  but  the  povro 
clothes  of  hise  disciples ;  no  wo  no  redo 
435  nat  that  evcro  ho  rood  on  other  beest.  / 
I  spoke  this  for  tho  siiino  of  superfluitee, 
and  nat  for  reasonable  honestetee,  whan 
reson  it  requyrcth.  /     Andforther,  certes 
prydo  is  ppreetly  notified  in  holdings  of 
greet  meinoe,  whan  thoy  be  of  litel  profit 
or   of  rifi:ht  no  pr(»fit.  /     And  namely, 
whan  that  meineo  is  felonous  and  dama« 
geous  to  tho  pople,  by  hardinosse  of  heigh 
lordshipo  or  by  wey  of  offices.  /      For 
certes,  SA^'icho  lordes  sellen  thanno  hir 
lordshipo  to  tho  dovel  of  hello,  whanno 
they  sustenen   the  wikkcdneFSo  of   hir 
meineo.  /      Or  oUes  whan   this  folk  of 
lowo  degree,  as  thilko  that  holden  hostel- 
ries,  sustenen  tho  thefto  of  hir  hostilers, 
440  and  that  is  in  many  monero  of  dccoites.  / 
Thilke  mancre  of  folk  been  tho  flycs  that 
folwen  tho  hony,  or  cUes  tho  houndes 


that  folwen  tho  caroyno.      Swiche  for- 
seydo  folk  stranglen  spiritually  hir  lord- 
shipcs  ;  /  for  which  thus  soith  David  tho 
propheto,  *  wikkotl  doeth  mote  come  ui>-on 
thilke  lordshipcs,  and  god  yeve  that  they 
moto  descenden  in-to  hello  al  doun  ;  for 
in  hir  houses  been  iniqiiitees  and  shrewed- 
ncsses,'  and  nat  god  of  hevene.  /    And 
certes,   but-if   thoy    doon    amendement, 
right  as  god  yaf  his  bcnison  to  fLaban  by 
the  service  of  Jacob,  and  to  fPharao  by 
tho  ser\'ico  of  Joseph,  right  so  god  wol 
yeve  his  malison  to  swicho  lordshix>cs  as 
sustenen   tho   wikkednesso    of   hir    scr- 
vaunts,  but-if  they  come  to  amendement./ 
Prydo  of  the  table  appereth  oek  ful  ofte ; 
for  certes,   riche    men    been    doped   to 
fcstes,  and  i)ovro  folk  been  put  awey  an<l 
rebuke<l.  /      Also  in  exce<tso  of  diverse  (370) 
motes  and  drinkes ;  and  namely,  swicho 
manero  bake  motes  and  dish-motes,  bren- 
ninge  of   wilde  fyr,   and   peyntcd    and 
castelled  with  papir,  and  semblable  wast ; 
so  that  it  is  almsion  for  to  thinke.  /    And  445 
cek  in  to  greet  precionsnesse  of  vessel  and 
curiositoe  of  minstralcie,  by  whiche  a  man 
is  stirod  the  more  to  delyces  of  luxurie,  / 
if  so  be  that  he  setto  his  herto  tho  lasso 
up-on  ouro  lord  Josn  Crist,  cortein  it  is 
a  sinne  ;  and  certeinly  tho  delyces  mighto 
been  so  grete  in  this  coas,  that  man  mighto 
lightly  falle  by  hem  in-to  doedly  sinne.  / 
The  espoces  that  sonrden  of  Pryde,  soothJy 
whan  they  sonrden  of  malice  ymagined, 
avysed,  and  fomcast,  or  ellos  of  usage, 
been  decdly  synnes,  it  is  no  doute.  /    An<l 
whan  they  sourden  by  freletee  unavysed 
sodeinly,  and  wnlcinly  withdrawen  ayein, 
al  been  they  grevonso  sinnes,  I  gesso  that 
they  no  been  nat  deedly.  /     Now  mighto 
men  axo  wher-of  that   Prydo  sonrdoth 
and  springeth,  and  I  scye  :  somtymo  it 
springeth  of  tho  goodes  of  nature,  and 
som-tymo  of  tho  goodes  of  fortune,  and 
som-tymeof  the  goodes  of  groco.  /   Certes,  450 
tho  goodes  of  nature  stonden  onther  in 
goodes  of  bfMly  or  in  goodes  of  sonle.  / 
Certes,  goodes  of  body  been  hele  of  body, 
as  strcngtho,  delivcmesse,  beautce,  gen- 
try©, franchise.  /     Gk>odes  of  nature  of 
tho  soolo  been  good  wit,  sharp  under- 
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stondynge,  subtil  ongin,  vertn  natnrel, 
good  memorie.  /  Goodes  of  fortune  been 
richesses,  highe  degrroes  of  lordshipes, 
(580)  preisinges  of  the  i>ep!e.  /  Goodes  of  grace 
been  science,  power  to  suifre  spirituel 
travaille,  benignitce,  vcrtaons  contem- 
placion,    withstondingo    of  temptaoion, 

455  and  semblable  thinges.  /  Of  whiche  for^ 
seyde  goodes,  certes  it  is  a  ful  g^reet  folye 
a  man  to  pryden  him  in  any  of  hem 
alle.  /  Now  as  for  to  8]>eken  of  goodes  of 
nature,  god  woot  that  som-tyme  we  han 
hem  in  nature  as  muche  to  oure  damage 
OS  to  oure  profit.  /  As,  for  to  speken 
of  helo  of  body;  certes  it  passeth  ful 
lightly,  and  eek  it  is  ful  ofte  encheson  of 
the  siknesse  of  oure  soule ;  for  god  woot, 
the  flesh  is  a  ful  greet  enemy  to  the 
soule :  and  therfore,  the  more  that  the 
body  is  hool,  the  more  be  we  in  peril  to 
falle.  /  Eke  for  to  pryde  him  in  his 
strengthe  of  body,  it  is  an  heigh  folye ; 
for  certes,  the  flesh  coveitoth  agayn  the 
spirit,  and  ay  the  more  strong  that  the 
flesh  is,  the  sorier  may  the  soule  be :  / 
and,  over  al  this,  strengthe  of  body  and 
worldly  hardinesse  causeth  ful  ofbe  many 

460  a  man  to  peril  and  meschaunce.  /  Eek 
for  to  pryde  him  of  his  gentrye  is  ful 
greet  folye  ;  for  oft«  tyme  the  gentrye  of 
the  body  binimoth  the  gentrye  of  the 
soule ;  and  eek  we  ben  alle  of  o  fader  and 
of  o  moder ;  and  alle  we  been  of  o  nature 
rotcn  and  corrupt,  both  riche  and  povre.  / 
For  sothc,  00  manere  gentr>'e  is  for  to 
preise,  that  apparailleth  mannes  corage 
with  vertuos  and  moralitees,  and  maketh 
him  Cristes  child.  /  For  truste  wel,  that 
over  what  man  sinne  hath  maistrie,  he  is 
a  verray  cherl  to  sinne.  / 

§  28.  Now  been  ther  generalo  signes  of 
gcntilesse;  as  eschewinge  of  vyce  and 
ribaudye  and  servage  of  sinne,  in  word, 
(.1)90)  in  werk,  and  contenance ;  /  and  usinge 
vertu,  ourteiBye,  and  olennesse,  and  to  be 
liberal,  that  is  to  seyn,  large  by  mesure ; 
for  thilke  that  passeth  mesure  is  folye 

465  and  sinne.  /  Another  is,  to  remembre 
him  of  bounteo  that  he  of  other  folk  hath 
receyved.  /  Another  is,  to  be  bonigne  to 
hiae  goode  subgetis;  wherfore,  as  seith 


Senek,  '  ther  is  no-thing  more  covenable 
to  a  man  of  heigh  estaat  than  debonairetee 
and  pitee.  /  And  therfore  thise  flyes  that 
men  clepeth  bees,  whan  they  maken  bir 
king,  they  chesen  oon  tWt  hath  no  prikke 
wherwith  he  may  stinge.'  /  Another  is, 
a  man  to  have  a  noble  herte  and  a  dili- 
gent, to  attayne  to  heighe  vertuouse 
thinges.  /  Now  certes,  a  man  to  pryde 
him  in  the  goodes  of  grace  is  eek  an  out- 
rageous folye ;  for  thilke  yiftes  of  grace 
that  sholde  have  turned  him  to  goodnesse 
and  to  medicine,  tumeth  him  to  venim 
and  to  confhsion,  as  seith  seint  Gregorie./  470 
Certes  also,  who-so  prydeth  him  in  the 
goodes  of  fortune,  he  is  a  ful  greet  fool ; 
for  som-tyme  is  a  man  a  greet  lord  by  the 
morwe,  that  is  a  caitif  and  a  wrecche  er 
it  be  night :  /  and  somtjrme  the  richesse 
of  a  man  is  cause  of  his  deeth ;  somtyme 
the  delyces  of  a  man  is  cause  of  the 
grevous  maladyo  thurgh  which  he  dyeth./ 
Certes,  the  commendacion  of  the  peple  is 
somtyme  ful  fals  and  ful  brotel  for  to 
triste ;  this  day  they  prcyse,  tomorwe 
they  blame.  /  God  woot,  deayr  to  have 
commendacion  of  the  poplo  hath  caused 
deeth  to  many  a  bisy  man.  /  (400) 

Remedium  contra  peccatum  Snperbie- 

§  29.  Now  sith  that  so  is,  that  ye  han 
understonde  what  is  pryde,  and  whiche 
been  the  speces  of  it,  and  whonnes  pride 
Bourdeth  and  springeth ;  /  now  shul  ye  475 
understonde  which  is  the  rcmedie  agayns 
the  sinne  of  pryde,  and  that  is,  humilitee 
or  mekenesse.  /  That  is  a  vertu,  thurgh 
which  a  man  hath  verray  knoweleche  of 
him-self,  and  holdeth  of  him-self  no  prys 
ne  deyntee  as  in  regard  of  hiso  desertes, 
oonsideringe  overe  his  freletee.  /  Now 
been  ther  three  maneres  of  humilitee ;  as 
humilitee  in  herte,  and  another  humilitee 
in  his  mouth ;  the  thridde  in  hise  werkes./ 
The  humilitee  in  herte  is  in  foure  maneres : 
that  oon  is,  whan  a  man  holdeth  him-«olf 
as  noght  worth  bifom  god  of  hevene. 
Another  is,  whan  he  ne  despyseth  noon 
other  man.  /  The  thridde  is,  whan  he 
rekketh  nat  thogh  men  holde  him  noght 
worth.    The  ferthe  is,  whan  he  nis  nat 
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4.80  gory  of  his  ktuniliacion.  /  Alao,  the  hu- 
militee  of  mouth  is  in  foure  tliinges  :  in 
attemproo  speche,  and  in  hamblesse  of 
spoche,  and  whan  he  biknoweth  with  his 
owene  mouth  that  he  is  swich  as  him 
thinketh  that  he  is  in  his  herte.  Another 
is,  whan  ho  preisoth  the  bountee  of 
another  man,  and  nothing^  ther-of  amen- 
useth.  /  Humilitee  oek  in  werkes  is  in 
foure  maneres :  the  firate  is,  whan  he 
putteth  othere  men  bifom  him.  The 
soconde  is,  to  chose  the  loweste  place 
over-al.  The  thridde  is,  gladlj-  to  assente 
to  good  consoil.  /  The  ferthe  is,  to  stonde 
gladly  to  the  award  of  hise  sovereyns,  or 
of  him  that  is  in  hyer  degree ;  certein, 
this  is  a  greet  werk  of  humilitee.  / 

Sequitur  de  Inuidia. 

§  80.  After  Pryde  wol  I  speken  of  the 
foule  sinno  of  Envye,  which  is,  as  by  the 
word  of  the  philosophre,  sorwe  of  other 
mannos  prosperitee ;  and  after  the  word 
of  scint  Augustin,  it  is  sorwe  of  other 
mannos  wele,  and  joye  of  othere  mennes 
C4 10)  harm.  /  This  foule  sinno  is  platly  agayns 
the  holy  goost.  Al-bo-it  so  that  every 
sinne  is  agajms  tho  holy  goost,  yet  nathe- 
lees,  for  as  muche  as  bountee  aperteneth 
proprely  to  tho  holy  goost,  and  Envye 
comth  proprely  of  malice,  therfore  it  is 
proprely  agayn  the  bountee  of  the  holy 
485  goost.  /  Now  hath  malice  two  speces, 
that  is  to  so^Ti,  hardnesse  of  herte  in 
wikkednossc,  or  cUcs  the  flesh  of  man  is 
so  blind,  that  he  consideroth  niit  that  he 
is  in  sinne,  or  rokkoth  nat  that  he  is  in 
sinne;  which  is  tho  hardnesse  of  tho 
dovcl.  /  Tliat  other  8i>eco  of  malice  is, 
whan  a  man  wcrroyeth  trouthe,  whan  ho 
wor>t  that  it  is  trouthe.  And  oek,  whan 
he  worreyoth  the  grace  that  god  hath 
yevo  to  his  neighobore  ;  and  al  this  is  by 
Envye.  /  Ckirtos,  thanne  is  Envye  the 
worste  sinne  that  is.  For  soothly,  alle 
othere  sinnes  been  som-tyme  only  agayns 
o  special  vortu ;  /  but  cortes,  Envye  is 
agayns  alle  vertues  and  agayns  alle  good- 
nesses ;  for  it  is  sory  of  alle  the  boontees 
of  his  neighobore  ;  and  in  this  manere  it 
is  divers  from  alle  othere  sinnes.  /    For 


wel  unnethe  is  ther  any  sinne  that  it  ne 
hath  som  delyt  in  itself,  save  only  Envye, 
that  evere  hath  in  itself  anguish  and 
sorwe.  /    The  speces  of  Envye  been  thise  :  490 
ther  is  first,  sorwo  of  other  mannos  good- 
nesse  and  of  his  pro8i)eritee ;  and  pros- 
peritee is  kindely  matere  of  joye;  thanne 
is  Envye  a  sinne  agayns  kinde.  /    The 
seoonde  spece  of  Envye  is  joye  of  other 
mannos  harm  ;  and  that  is  proprely  lyk 
to  the  devel,  that  evere  rejoyseth  him  of 
mannes  harm.  /     Of  thise  two  speces 
comth  bakbyting ;  and  this  sinne  of  bak- 
byting  or  detraccion  hath  certeine  speces, 
as  thus.     Som  man  preisoth  his  neighe- 
bore  by  a  wikke  entente  ;  /  for  he  maketh 
alwey  a  wikked  knotto  atte  laste  ende. 
Alwey  he  maketh  a  *  but '  atte  laste  ende, 
that  is  digne  of  more  blame,  than  worth 
is  al  the  preisinge.  /    The  seoonde  spece  (421 
is,  that  if  a  man  be  good  and  dooth  or 
seith  a  thing  to  good  entente,  the  bakbyter 
wol  tume  all  thilke  goodnesse  ui>-8o-doan 
to  his  shrewod  entente.  /     The  thridde  495 
is,  to  amenuse  the  bountee  of  his  neigho- 
bore. /    The  fourthe  spece  of  bakl^rting 
is  this ;  that  if  men  spoke  goodnesse  of 
a  man,  thanne  wol  tho  bakbyter  seyn, 
*  parfey,  swich  a  man  is  yet  bet  than  he ' ; 
in  dispreisinge  of  him  that  men  preise.  / 
The  fifte  spece  is  this;  for  to  oonsente 
gladly  and  herkne  gladly  to  the  harm 
that  men  speke  of  other  folk.    This  sinne 
is  ful  greet,  and  ay  oncreseth  after  the 
wikked  entente  of  the  bakbyter.  /    After 
bakbyting  cometh    grucching    or   mor- 
muracion;  and  somtyme  it  springeth  of 
inpacionco    agayns   god,    and   somtyme 
agayns  man.  /    Agayns  god  it  is,  whan 
a  man  gruccheth  agnyn  the  peynes  of 
helle,  or  agayns  poverte,  or  los  of  catel, 
or  agayn  reyn  or  tempest ;  or  elles  gmo- 
cheth  that  shrewcs  han  prosperitee,  or 
elles  for  that  goodo  men  han  adversitee.  /  5cx> 
And  alle  thise  thinges  sholde  men  saffire 
pociently,  for  they  comen  by  the  rightfdl 
jugement  and  ordinance  of  god.  /    Som- 
tyme comth  grucching  of  avmrioe ;    as 
Judas    grucched    agayns    the    Hagda- 
leyne,  whan  she  enoynte  the  heved  of 
onre  lord  Jesa  Crist  with  hir  preoions 
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(^nement.  /  This  manor  murmxiro  is 
Bwich  as  whnn  man  g^nicckcth  of  goo<l- 
ncsso  that  liim-self  dooth,  or  that  other 
folk  doon  of  hir  oweno  catel.  /  Som- 
tymo  comth  murmnro  of  Prj'do  ;  as  whan 
Simon  the  Pliurisco  gracchcd  agayn  the 
Magdoloyne,  whan  she  approchcd  to  Jesti 
\Ai^)  Crist,  and  woep  at  his  feet  for  hir  sinnea.  / 
And  somtyme  £p:iicching  sonrdeth  of 
Envye  ;  whan  men  discovcreth  a  mannes 
harm  that  was  privee,  or  bercth  him  on 

505  hond  thing  that  is  fals.  /  Marmure  «ek 
is  oite  amongcs  servaunts,  that  gmcchen 
whan  hir  sovereyns  bidden  hem  doon 
Ic^cful  thinges  ;  /  and,  for-os-mnche  as 
they  dar  nat  openly  withseyo  the  co- 
maandements  of  hir  sovereyns,  yet  wol 
they  seyn  harm,  and  gmccho,  and  mur- 
mure  privoly  for  verray  despyt ;  y  whiche 
wordes  men  clepcn  the  develes  I^ater- 
noster^  though  so  bo  that  the  devel  ne 
hadde  nevero  Pater-notfter^  but  that  lowed 
folk  3'evcn  it  swich  a  name.  /  Som  t^nno 
grucching  comth  of  ire  or  prive  hate, 
that  norisscth  rancour  in  horte,  as  after- 
ward I  shol  dochire.  /  Thaiine  comoth 
ook  bittemosse  of  hcrto;  thurgh  which 
bittemcsso  every  good  dedo  of  his  neigho- 

310  bor  semoth  to  him  bitter  and  unsavory.  / 
Thanno  cometh  discord,  that  unbindeth 
alio  manero  of frendshipo.  Thanne  comth 
scominge,  as  whan  a  man  seketh  occo- 
sioun  to  anoy«n  his  ncighebor,  al  do  ho 
novcr  so  wecl.  /  Thanne  comth  occn- 
singe,  as  whan  man  sckoth  occasion  to 
anoyen  Iiis  neighcb<.)r,  w^hich  that  is  lyk 
to  the  croft  of  the  devel,  tliat  waiteth 
botho  night  and  day  to  accnsen  us  alio.  / 
Thanno  comth  mnltgnitee,  thurgh  which 
a  man  anoyoth  his  noighebor  prively  if 
ho  may ;  /  and  if  ho  noght  may,  algat« 
his  wikkcd  wil  no  shal  nat  wante,  as  for 
to  brennen  his  iious  prively,  or  empoy- 
sone  or  sleen  hiso  bestes,  and  semblablo 
(440)  thinges.  / 

Remedium  contra  peccatum  Innidie. 

§  31.  Now  wol  I  speko  of  the  romedlo 
Agayn  s  this  foule  sinno  of  Envye,  First, 
ij  tho  love  of  god  principal,  and  loving  of 
his  ncighebor  fxa  him-self ;   for  soothly, 


that  oon  no  may  nat  been  withonto  that 
other.  /  And  trusto  wel,  that  in  the  5»5 
name  of  thy  neighebore  thon  shalt  under- 
stondo  tho  name  of  thy  brother ;  for 
ccrtes  olio  wo  have  o  fader  fleshly,  and 
o  moder,  that  is  to  seyn,  Adam  and  Eve  : 
and  eek  o  fader  esinrituel,  and  that  is  ginl 
of  hevcne./  Thy  neighebore  artow  IkiUIoii 
for  to  love,  and  wilne  liim  alio  good n esse  ; 
and  therfore  seith  god,  ^  lovo  thy  neigh t'- 
bore  as  thyselvc,'  that  is  to  sejTi.  to 
salvacion  botho  of  \yf  and  of  soulc.  / 
And  more-over,  thou  shalt  lovo  him  in 
word,  and  in  benigne  amonestinge,  and 
chastysingo ;  and  conforton  him  in  liisc 
anoycs,  and  prey©  for  him  witli  al  thysi 
herte.  /  And  in  dedo  thou  shalt  lovo 
him  in  swich  >^-j'se,  that  thon  shalt  dot^ii 
to  him  in  cliaritoo  as  thon  woldest  that  it 
•were  doon  to  thjTi  owcne  persona  /  And 
therfore,  thou  ne  shnlt  doijn  him  n«> 
damage  in  wildced  word,  no  harm  in  liiu 
body,  no  in  Lis  catel,  no  in  his  soulc,  l»y 
«ntysing  of  wikked  ensamplc.  /  Tliou  5^> 
shalt  natdesyren  his  wyf,  no  nono  of  hisc; 
thinges.  Undorstond  eek,  that  in  the 
name  of  noighebor  is  comprehended  his 
enemy.  /  Cortes  man  -shal  loven  his 
enemy  by  tho  comandement  of  god  ;  anil 
soothly  thy  frond  shaltow  lovo  in  God.  / 
Iseye,  thyn  enemy  shal  tow  lovo  forgfoddes 
soke,  by  his  comandement.  For  if  it 
were  roson  that  a  man  sholdo  hatcn  hi.^ 
enemy,  for  sotlio  gwl  noldo  nat  roceivoii 
iLS  to  his  lovo  that  l>eon  hiso  enemys.  / 
Agayns  three  manero  of  wronges  that 
his  enemy  dix>th  to  hym,  he  shal  doon 
threo  thinges,  as  thus.  /  Agayns  hate  (450) 
and  rancour  of  herto,  ho  shal  lovo  him  in 
herte.  Aga3ms  ch3rding  and  wikkcdo 
wordes,  he  shal  preyo  for  his  enemy. 
And  agayn  tho  wikked  dedo  of  his  enemy, 
he  shal  doon  him  bountee.  /  For  Crist  525 
seith,  '  loveth  youro  enemys,  and  preyeth 
for  hem  that  8iK>ke  yow  harm ;  and  eek  for 
hem  that  yow  chacen  and  puraowcn,  and 
doth  bountee  to  horn  that  yow  haten.*  Lo, 
thus  comaimdoth  us  oure  lord  Jesu  Crist, 
to  do  to  ouro  enemys.  /  For  soothly, 
nature  dryvoth  us  to  loven  ouro  froendes, 
and  parfey,  ouro  enemys  han  more  ncdo 
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to  love  than  our  froendes  ;  And  tlioy  that 
more  nede  have,  certes,  to  horn  shal  nion 
(loon  goodnesse ;  /  and  cortos,  in  thilke 
(Lode  have  we  remembrance  of  the  love 
of  Jcsn  Crist,  that  deydo  for  hise  enemys.  / 
And  in-as-muche  as  thilke  love  is  the 
more  grevous  to  porfoume,  in-BO-mncho 
is  the  more  gretter  the  mcrite  ;  and  ther- 
i'ore  the  lovinge  of  oure  enemy  hath  con- 
founded the  venim  of  the  devel.  /  For 
right  OS  the  devel  is  disconfited  by  hnmi- 
litee,  right  so  is  he  wounded  to  the  deeth 
5.^  by  love  of  oure  enemy.  /  Certes,  thanne 
is  lovo  the  medicine  that  casteth  out  the 
venim  of  Envyo  fro  mannos  herte.  /  The 
8ixH!08  of  this  pas  shullen  be  more  largely 
in  hir  chapitrcs  folwinge  declared.  / 

Sequitur  de  Ira. 

§  32.  After  Envye  wol  I  discryvon  the 
Binnc  of  Ire.  For  soothly,  who-so  hath 
unxT^o  ui)on  his  neighebor,  anon  he  wole 
comiinly  findo  him  a  matcre  of  wratthe, 
in  word  or  in  dcde,  ngayns  him  to  whom 
he  hath  cnvye.  /  And  ob  wol  comth  Ire 
of  Pryde,  as  of  Envye ;  for  soothly,  he 
that  is  proudo  or  envious  is  lightly 
^|6())  wrooth.  / 

§  83.  This  sinne  of  Ire,  after  the  dis- 
cryving  of  soint  Aug^tin,  is  wikked  wil 
535  to  been  avengod  by  word  or  by  dode.  / 
Ire,  alter  the  philosophre,  is  the  fervent 
blood  of  man  y-<iuikc(l  in  his  herte,  thurgh 
which  he  wolcharm  tohim  thathe  hateth./ 
For  certes  tlie  herte  of  man ,  by  eschaufinge 
and  moevinge  of  his  blood,  wcxeth  so 
trouble,  tliat  he  is  out  of  alle  jugement  of 
resoun.  /  But  ye  shal  understonde  that 
Ire  is  in  two  maneres ;  tliat  oon  of  hem 
is  g()od,  and  that  other  is  wikke<i.  /  The 
godolreisbyjalousye  of  goodnesse,  thurgh 
which  a  man  is  wrooth  with  wikkodnesse 
and  agayns  wikkcdnesse ;  and  therfore 
scith  a  vrys  man,  that  '  Ire  is  bet  than 
pley.*  /  This  Ire  is  with  debonairetee, 
and  it  is  -^-rootli  wtthouten  bittemesse; 
nat  wrooth  oga.^nis  the  man,  but  wrooth 
with  the  misdede  of  the  man ;  as  seith  the 
prophcte  David,  Iraacimini  et  noUte  pec- 
54U  cure.  /  Now  understondeth,  that  wikked 
Ire  is  in  two  maneres,  that  is  to  seyn, 


sodeyn  Ire  or  hastif  Ire,  withouten  aviso- 
ment  and  consentinge  of  resoun.  /  The 
mening  and  the  sens  of  this  is,  that  the 
resoun  of  man  no  consento  nat  to  thilke 
sodeyn  Ire ;  and  thanne  it  is  venial.  / 
Another  Ire  is  ful  wikked,  that  comth  of 
fclonye  of  herte  avysed  and  cast  bifom  ; 
with  wikked  wil  to  do  vengeance,  and 
therto  his  resoun  consenteth  ;  and  soothly 
this  is  deedly  sinne.  /  This  Ire  is  so  tils- 
plesant  t<>  god,  that  it  troubleth  his  hous 
and  chaceth  the  holy  goost  out  of  manncs 
soule,  and  wasteth  and  destroyeth  the 
lyknesse  of  god,  that  is  to  seyn,  the  vertu 
that  is  in  mannes  soule ;  /  and  put  in  (47< 
him  the  lyknesse  of  the  devel,  and 
binimeth  the  man  fro  god  that  is  his 
rightful  lord.  /  This  Ire  is  a  ful  greet  545 
plesaunce  to  the  devel ;  for  it  is  the 
devcles  foumoys,  that  is  oschaufed  with 
the  fyr  of  holle.  /  For  certes,  right  so  as 
fyr  is  more  mighty  to  destroyen  erthcly 
thinges  than  any  other  element,  right  so 
Ire  is  mighty  to  destroyen  olle  spirituel 
thinges.  /  Loke  how  that  fyr  of  smale 
gledes,  that  been  almost  dede  under 
asshen,  wollen  quike  agayn  whan  they 
been  touched  with  brimstoon ;  right  so 
Ire  wol  overemo  quikcn  aga3rii,  whan  it 
is  touched  by  the  pryde  that  is  covered  in 
mannes  herte.  /  For  certes  fyr  ne  may 
nat  comen  out  of  no-thing,  but-if  it  were 
first  in  the  same  thing  naturelly  ;  as  fyr 
is  drawen  out  of  fiintes  with  steeL  /  And 
right  so  as  pryde  is  ofte  tyme  matere  of 
Ire,  right  so  is  rancour  norice  and  keper 
of  Ire.  /  Ther  is  a  manor  tree,  as  seith  55U 
seint  Isidre,  that  whan  men  maken  fyr 
of  thilke  tree,  and  covcre  the  coles  of  it 
with  asshen,  soothly  the  fyr  of  it  wol 
lasten  al  a  yeer  or  more.  /  And  right  so 
fareth  it  of  rancour ;  whan  it  is  ones  con* 
ceyved  in  the  hertes  of  som  men,  certein, 
it  wol  lasten  poraventure  from  oon  Estre- 
day  unto  another  Estre-day,  and  more.  / 
But  certes,  thilke  man  is  ful  fer  fro  the 
mercy  of  god  al  thilke  while.  / 

§  84.  In  tliis  forscyde  develes  foomeys 
thcr  forgen  three  shrewes :  Piyde,  that 
ay  bloweth  and  encreseth  the  tyr  by  ch>'d- 
inge  and  wikked  worde*.  /   Thanne  stant  (4^ 
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Envye,  and  holdeth  the  bote  iren  upon 
the  hcrte  of  man  with  a  peire  of  longo 
555  tonges  of  long  rancour.  /  And  thanne 
fltant  the  sinne  of  contomelie  or  stryf  and 
cheeste,  and  batereth  and  forgeth  by 
Tilejms  reprevingos.  /  C!crte8,  this  cnrsed 
ainne  anoyoth  bothe  to  the  man  him-self 
and  eek  to  his  noighebor.  For  soothly, 
almost  al  the  harm  that  any  man  dooth 
to  his  neighebore  comth  of  wratthe.  / 
For  certea,  oatrageons  wratthe  doth  al 
that  evere  the  devel  him  oomanndeth ; 
for  he  ne  sparoth  neither  Crist,  ne  his 
swete  moodor.  /  And  in  his  outrageous 
anger  and  Ire,  alias  !  alios !  ftil  many  oon 
at  that  tyme  feleth  in  his  herte  ful  wik- 
kedly,  botho  of  Crist  and  of  alle  hise 
halwes.  /  Is  nat  this  a  cnrsed  vice  ?  Yis, 
certes.  Alias !  it  binimeth  from  man  his 
wit  and  his  reaonn,  and  al  his  debonaire 
560  lyf  espiritnel  that  sholdo  kopon  his  soule.  / 
Certes,  it  binimeth  eek  goddos  dae  lord- 
shipe,  and  that  is  manues  soole,  and  the 
love  of  hise  noighobores.  It  stry\'eth  eek 
alday  agayn  tronthe.  It  rovoth  him  the 
qoiete  of  his  horte,  and  subverteth  his 
soole.  / 

§  85.  Of   Ire    comen    thise    stinkinge 
engendmres :    first    hate,    that    is    old 
wratthe;  discord,  thnrgh  which  a  man 
fbrsaketh  his  olde  frcend  that  he  hath 
loved  ful  longe.  /    And  thanne  cometh 
werre,  and  every  manere  of  wrong  that 
man  dooth  to  his  neighebore,  in  body  or 
in  cateL  /     Of  this  cnrsed  sinne  of  Ire 
cometh  eek  manslanghtre.     And  nnder- 
stonde  wel,  that  homicydc,  that  is  man- 
slanghtre, is  in  dyvcrse  wyso.  Som  manere 
(490)  of  homicyde  is  spiritael,  and  som  is  bodily.  / 
Spiritnel  manslanghtre  is  in  six  thingcs. 
first,  by  hate ;  as  seint  John  seith,  *  he 
565  that  hatoth  his  brotlier  is  homicyde.'  / 
Homicyde  is  eek  by  bakbytinge;  ofwhiche 
bokbyteres  seith  Salomon,  that  *  they  ban 
two  swerdes  with  whiche  they  sleen  hir 
neighebores.'    For  soothly,  as  wikke  is  to 
binime  his  good  name  as  his  lyf.  /    Homi- 
cyde is  eek,  in  ycvinge  of  wikked  c4>nseil 
by  fVaudo ;   as  for  to  yevon  conseil  to 
areysen  wrongful  custum^  and  taillages.  / 
^        Of  whiohe  seith  Salomon,  *  Leon  rorynge 


and  here  hongrybeen  lyke  to  tlie  cmel 
lordshipes,'  in  withholdinge  or  abregginge 
of  the  shepe  (or  the  byre),  or  of  the  wages 
of  servannts,  or  elles  in  usure  or  in  with- 
drawinge  of  the  almesse  of  povre  folk.  / 
For  which  the  wyse  man  seith,  *  fedeth 
him  that  almost  dyeth  for  honger ' ;  for 
soothly,  but-if  thou  fede  him,  thou  sleest 
him ;  and  aUe  thise  been  deedly  sinnes.  / 
Bodily  manslanghtre  is,  whan  thow  sleest 
him  with  thy  tonge  in  other  manere ;  as 
whan  thou  comandest  to  sleen  a  man,  or 
elles  yevest  him  conseil  to  sleen  a  man.  /  570 
Manslanghtre  in  dede  is  in  foure  maneres. 
That  oon  is  by  lawe ;  right  as  a  justice 
dampneth  him  that  is  coupable  to  the 
deeth.     But  lat  the  justice  be  war  that  he 
do  it  rightfully,  and  that  he  do  it  nat  for 
delyt  to  8i>ille  blood,  but  for  kepinge  of 
rightwisenesse.  /     Another  homicyde  is, 
that  is  doon  for  neccssitee,  as  whan  o  man 
sleeth  another  in  his  defendaunt,  and 
that  he  ne  may  noon  otherwise  escape 
from  his  owene  deeth.  /     But  certeinly, 
if  he  may  escape  withouten  manslanghtre 
of  his  adversarie,  and  sleeth  him,  he  doth 
sinne,  and  he  shal  here  penance  as  for 
deedly  sinne.  /    Eek  if  a  man,  by  caas  or 
aventure,  shete  an  arwe  or  caste  a  stoon 
with  which  he  sleeth  a  man,  he  is  homi- 
cyde. /    Bek  if  a  womman  by  nocligence  (500) 
overlyeth  hir  child  in  hir  sleping,  it  is 
homicyde  and  deedly  sinne.  /    Eek  whan  575 
man  destourbeth  concepcion  of  a  child, 
and  maketh  a  womman  outher  bareyne 
by  drinkinge  venemouse  herbes,  thurgh 
which  she  may  nat  conceyve,  or  sleeth 
a  child  by  drinkes  wilfully,  or  elles  put- 
teth  certeine    material    thinges    in  hir 
secree  places  to  slee  the  child  ;  /  or  elles 
doth  unkindely  sinne,  by  which  man  or 
womman  shodeth  hir  nature  in  manere 
or  in  place  ther-as  a  child  may  nat  be 
conceived ;  or  elles,  if  a  womman  have 
ooncojrved  and  hurt  hir-self,  and  sleeth 
the  child,  yet  is  it  homicyde./     What 
seye  we  eek  of  wommen  that  mordren  hir 
children  for  drede  of  worldly  shame? 
Certes,  an  horrible  homicyde.  /    Homi- 
cyde is  eek  if  a  man  approcheth  to  a 
womman  by  deair  of  lecherye,  thnrgh 
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which  the  child  is  perisged,  or  elles 
Bxnyteth  a  womman  witingly,  thurgh 
which  she  lescth  hir  child.  Alle  thise 
been  homicydes  and  horrible  deedly 
sinnes.  /  Yet  comen  ther  of  Ire  manye 
mo  sinnes,  as  wel  in  word  as  in  thoght 
and  in  dede ;  as  he  that  arretteth  upon 
god,  or  blameth  god,  of  thing  of  which  he 
is  him-self  gilty ;  or  despjrseth  god  and 
alio  hise  halwes,  as  doon  thise  corsede 
580  hasardours  in  diverse  contrees.  /  This 
cursed  sinne  doon  they,  whan  they  felen 
in  hir  hertes  ful  wikkedly  of  god  and  of 
hise  halwes.  /  Also,  whan  they  treten 
anreverently  the  sacrement  of  the  auter, 
thilko  sinne  is  so  greet,  that  tinnethe 
may  it  been  relesod,  bnt  that  the  mercy 
of  god  passeth  alle  hise  werkes ;  it  is  so 
greet  and  he  so  bonigne.  /  Thanne  comth 
of  Ire  attry  angre  ;  whan  a  man  is  sharply 
amonosted  in  his  shrifte  to  forleten  his 
sinne,  /  than  wole  he  be  angry  and 
answeren  hokerly  and  angrily,  and  deffen- 
den  or  excusen  his  sinne  by  unstedefast- 
nesse  of  his  flesh  ;  or  elles  he  dide  it  for 
to  holde  companye  with  hise  felawes,  or 
(510)  elles,  ho  scith,  the  fend  entyced  him  ;  / 
or  elles  he  dide  it  for  his  youthe,  or  elles 
his  complexioun  is  so  corageous,  that  he 
may  nat  forbore  ;  or  elles  it  is  his  destinee, 
as  he  seith,  unto  a  certein  age ;  or  elles, 
he  scith,  it  cometh  him  of  gentillesso  of 
585  hise  auncestres ;  and  semblable  thinges./ 
Alle  this  manere  of  folk  so  wrappen  hem 
in  hir  sinnes,  that  they  ne  wol  nat  deli- 
vero  hem-self.  For  soothly,  no  wight  that 
excuseth  him  wilfully  of  his  sinne  may 
nat  been  delivered  of  his  sinne,  til  that 
he  mekely  biknoweth  his  sinne.  /  After 
this,  thanne  cometh  swering,  that  is 
expres  agayn  the  comandement  of  god ; 
and  this  bifalleth  ofbe  of  anger  and  of 
Ire.  /  God  seith  :  '  thou  shalt  nat  take 
the  name  of  thy  lord  god  in  veyn  or  in 
ydeL'  Also  i>uro  lord  Jesu  Crist  seith  by 
the  word  of  scint  Mathew  :  '  Nolite  iurare 
omnino  :  /  ne  wol  ye  nat  swere  in  alle 
manere ;  neither  by  hevene,  for  it  is 
goddes  trone  ;  no  by  erthe,  for  it  is  the 
bench  of  his  feet ;  ne  by  Jerusalem,  for  it 
is  the  citeo  of  a  greet  king ;  ne  by  thyn 


heed,  for  thou  mayst  nat  make  an  heer 
whyt  ne  blak.  /  But  seyeth  by  youre 
word,  "ye,  ye,"  and  "nay,  nay";  and 
what  that  is  more,  it  is  of  yvel,'  seith 
Crist.  /  For  Cristes  sake,  ne  swereth  nat  590 
so  sinfully,  in  dismembringe  of  Crist  by 
soule,  herte,  bones,  and  body.  For  certes, 
it  semeth  that  ye  thinke  that  the  cursede 
Jewes  ne  dismembred  nat  y-nough  the 
preciouse  persone  of  Crist,  but  ye  dis- 
membre  him  more.  /  And  if  so  be  that 
the  lawe  compelle  yow  to  swere,  thanne 
rule  yow  after  the  lawe  of  god  in  youre 
swering,  as  seith  Jeremye  quarto  capitulo^ 
*  lurabis  in  veritaUj  in  iudicio  et  in  iuHicia : 
thou  shalt  kepe  three  condicions;  thou 
shalt  swere  in  trouthe,  in  doom,  and  in 
rightwisncsse.' /  This  is  to  seyn,  thoa 
slialt  swere  sooth ;  for  every  lesinge  is 
agayns  Crist.  For  Crist  is  verray  trouthe. 
And  think  wel  this,  that  every  greet 
swerere,  nat  compelled  lawefuUy  to  swere, 
the  woundo  shal  nat  departe  from  his 
hous  whyl  he  useth  swich  unleveful 
swering.  /  Thou  shalt  sweren  eek  in 
doom,  whan  thou  art  constreyned  by  thy 
domesman  to  witnessen  the  trouthe.  /  (520) 
Eek  thou  shalt  nat  swere  for  envye  ne  for 
favour,  ne  for  mede,  but  for  rightwis- 
nesse  ;  for  declaracioun  of  it  to  the  wor- 
ship of  god  and  helping  of  thyne  evene- 
cristene.  /  And  therfore,  every  man  that  595 
takoth  goddes  name  in  ydel,  or  falsly 
swereth  with  his  mouth,  or  elles  taketh 
on  him  the  name  of  Crist,  to  be  called  a 
Cristene  man,  and  liveth  agayns  Cristes 
li\'inge  and  his  techinge,  alle  they  taken 
goddes  name  in  ydel.  /  Loko  eek  what 
seint  Peter  seith,  Actuum  quarto  capitulo, 
'  Non  est  aliud  nomen  gub  celo^^  &c.  '  Ther 
nis  noon  other  name,*  seith  seint  Peter, 
'  under  hevene,  yeven  to  men,  in  which 
they  mowe  be  saved ;'  that  is  to  seyn,  but 
the  name  of  Jesu  Crist.  /  Take  kepe  eek 
how  that  the  precious  name  of  Crist,  as 
seith  seint  Paul  ad  Philipenaes  aecundo^ 
^  In  nomine  Jestt,  Sic. :  that  in  the  name  of 
Jesu  every  knee  of  hevenely  creatures,  or 
erthely,  or  of  helle  sholden  bowe  ' ;  for  it 
is  so  heigh  and  so  worshipful,  that  the 
cursede  feend  in  helle  aholdo  tzemblen  to 
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lioren  it  y-nempnod.  /  Thanno  semeth 
it,  that  men  that  sweren  so  horribly  by 
his  blessed  name,  that  they  despyse  him 
more  boldoly  than  ilide  the  cursede  Jewes, 
or  elles  the  devcl,  that  trombleth  whan 
he  liereth  his  name.  / 

§  36.   Now   certes,   sith   that  swerinf^, 
Imt-if  it  be  lawofully  doon,  is  so  heighly 
<leffended,   mncho  worse    is    forswering 
foo  falsly,  and  yet  ncdelees.  / 

§  37.  "What  scyo  wo  eok  of  hem  that 
delyteu  hem  in  swering,  and  holden  it  a 
gentrie  or  a  manly  dede  to  swere  grcte 
othes  ?  And  what  of  hem  that,  of  verray 
usage,  ne  ccsso  nat  to  swore  grete  othes, 
nl  1>e  the  canse  nat  worth  a  straw? 
Cert^,  this  is  horrible  sinnc.  /  Sweringe 
Bodeynly  with-oute  avysement  is  eek  a 
pinne.  /  Bat  lat  ns  go  now  to  thilke 
liorrible  swering  of  adjaracionn  and  con- 
jaracionn,  as  doon  thise  false  enchann- 
toars  or  nig^manciens  in  bacins  fal  of 
water,  or  in  a  bright  swerd,  in  a  cerclo, 
or  in  a  fyr,  or  in  a  shulder-boon  of  a 
sheep.  /  I  can  nat  seye  but  that  they 
doon  cnrscdly  and  damnably,  agayns 
(53,0)  Crist  and  al  the  fcith  of  holy  chirche.  / 

§  38.  What  seye  we  of  hem  that  bileven 
in  divynailes,  as  by  flight  or  by  noyse  of 
briddes,  or  of  best«s,  or  by  sort,  by  geo- 
mancie,  by  dromes,  by  cliirkinge  of  dores, 
or  crakkinge  of  houses,  by  gnawynge  of 
605  rattes,  and  swich  manere  wrecchednesse?/ 
Certes,  al  this  thing  is  deffended  by  god 
and  by  al  holy  chirche.  For  which  they 
1)een  acursed,  til  they  come  to  amendo- 
ment,  that  on  swich  filthe  setten  hir 
bileve.  /  Charmes  for  woundcs  or  maladye 
of  men,  or  of  bcstes,  if  they  taken  any 
ofifect,  it  may  be  peraventure  that  god 
suflfreth  it,  for  folk  sholden  yove  the  more 
feith  and  reverence  to  his  name.  / 

§  89.  Now  wol  I  speken  of  lesinges, 
which  generally  is  fals  significacioun  of 
word,  in  entente  to  deceyven  his  evene- 
cristene.  /  Som  Icsingo  is  of  which  ther 
comth  noon  avantage  to  no  wight :  and 
Bom  lesinge  tumcth  to  the  cse  or  profit  of 
o  man,  and  to  disese  and  damage  of 
another  man.  /  Another  lesinge  is  for 
to  saven  his  lyf  or  his  cateL    Another 


lesinge  comth  of  delyt  for  to  lye,  in  which 
delyt  they  wol  forge  a  long  tale,  and 
peynten  it  with  alle  circumstaunces, 
where  al  the  ground  of  the  tale  is  fals.  /  610 
Som  lesinge  comth,  for  he  wole  sustene 
his  word ;  and  som  lesinge  comth  of 
recchelesnesse,  with-onten  avysement ; 
and  semblable  thinges.  / 

§  40.  Lat  us  now  touche  the  vyce  of 
flateringe,  which  ne  comth  nat  gladly  but 
for  drede  or  for  coveitise.  /  Flaterye  is 
generally  wrongful  preisinge.  Flatereres 
been  the  develes  norices,  that  norissen 
hise  children  with  milk  of  losengerie.  / 
For  sothe,  Salomon  seith,  that '  flaterie  is 
wors  than  detraccioun.'  For  som-tymo 
detraccion  maketh  an  hautein  man  1)e 
the  more  humble,  for  he  dredeth  detrac- 
cion ;  but  certes  flaterye,  that  maketh  a 
man  to  enhauncen  his  herte  and  his 
contenaunce.  /  Flatereres  been  the  de-  (540) 
veles  enchauntours ;  for  they  make  a 
man  to  wene  of  him-self  be  lyk  that  he 
nis  nat  lyk.  /  They  been  lyk  to  Judas  615 
that  bitraysed  [god ;  and  thise  flatereres 
bitraysen]  a  man  to  sellen  him  to  his 
enemy,  that  is,  to  the  devel.  /  Flatereres 
been  the  develes  chapellcyns,  that  singen 
evere  Placebo.  /  I  rekene  flutcrye  in  tho 
vyces  of  Ire ;  for  ofte  tyme,  if  o  man  bo 
wrooth  with  another,  thanno  wol  ho 
flat«re  som  wight  to  sust«ne  him  in  his 
querele.  / 

§  41.  Speko  wo  now  of  swich  cursinge 
as  comth  of  irons  herte.  Malisoun  gener- 
ally may  be  soyd  every  manor  power  of 
harm.  Swich  cursingo  birevoth  man  fro 
the  regno  of  god,  as  seith  soint  Paul.  / 
And  ofte  tyme  swich  cursingo  wrongfully 
retorneth  aga^m  to  him  that  curseth,  as 
a  brid  that  retorneth  agayn  to  liis  owene 
nest.  /  And  over  alle  thing  men  oghten  6x> 
cschewe  to  cursen  hir  children,  and  yeven 
to  tho  devel  hir  ongondruro,  as  forforth 
as  in  hem  is  ;  certes,  it  is  greet  peril  and 
greet  sinne.  / 

§  42.  Lat  us  thanno  spoken  of  chydinge 
and  reproche,  whioho  been  f\il  grete 
woundes  in  mannes  herte ;  for  they  tm- 
sowen  the  semes  of  frendshipe  in  mannes 
herte.  /    For  certes,  unnethes  may  a  znan 
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pleynly  been    accorded  with  him    that 

hath  him  openly  revyled  and  repreved  in 

disclanndre.     This  is  a  fal  grrisly  sinne, 

as  Crist  seith  in  the  gospeL  /    And  tak 

kepe  now,  that  he  that  repreveth  his 

neighebor,  outher  he  repreveth  him  by 

som  harm  of  peyne  that  he  hath  on  his 

body,  as  '  mesel,'  '  croked  harlot,'  or  by 

(550)  som  sinne  that  he  dooth.  /    Now  if  he 

repreve  him  by  harm  of  pejme,  thanne 

tumeth  the  repreve  to  Jcsu  Crist;   for 

peyne  is  sent  by  the  rightwys  sonde  of 

god,  and  by  his  soifrance,  be  it  meselrie, 

625  or  maheym,  or  maladye.  /     And  if  he 

repreve  him  uncharitably  of  sinne,  as, 

*  thou  holonr,'  'thou  dronkelewe  harlot,' 

and  so  forth ;  thanne  aperteneth  that  to 

the  rejoysinge  of  the  dovel,  that  evere 

hath  joye  that  men  doon  sinne.  /    And 

certes,  chydinge  may  nat  come  but  out  of 

a  vileyns  hert«.     For  after  the  habun- 

dance  of  the  herte  speketh  the  mouth  ful 

ofto.  /     And  ye  shul  understonde  that 

loke,  by  any  wey,  whan  any  man  shal 

chastyso  another,  that  ho  be  war  from 

chydinge  or  reprevinge.     For  trewely,  but 

he  be  war,  he  may  iul  lightly  quikon  the 

fyr  of  angpre  and  of  wratthe,  which  that 

he    sholdo    quenchc,    and    per-aventure 

sleeth  him  which  that  he  mighte  chastyse 

with  benigniteo.  /     For  as  seith  Salomon, 

'  the  amiable  tonge  is  the  tree  of  lyf,'  that 

is  to  seyn,  of  lyf  espirituel :  and  sothly,  a 

doslavee  tongo  sleeth  the  spirites  of  him 

that  repreveth,  and  eek  of  him  that  is 

reprevod.  /     Lo,  what  seith  seint  Augus- 

tin  :  '  ther  is  no-thing  so  lyk  the  develes 

child  as  he  that  ofte  chydeth.'    Seint  Paul 

seith  cck  :  *■  I,  servant  of  god,  bihove  nat 

630  to  chyde.'  /     And  how  that  chydinge  be 

a  vileyns  thing  bitwixe  alle  manere  folk, 

yet  it  is  certes  most  uncovenable  bitwixe 

a  man  and  his  wyf ;  for  there  is  novere 

reste.     And  therfore  seith  Salomon,  'an 

lions  that  is  uncovered  and  droppinge, 

and  a  chydinge  wyf,  been  lyke,*  /     A  man 

that  is  in  a  droppinge  hous  in  many 

places,  though  he  cschewo  the  droppinge 

in  o  place,  it  droppeth  on  him  in  another 

place ;   so  fareth  it  by  a  chydinge  wyf. 

But  she  cbydo  him  in  o  place,  she  wol 


chyde  him  in  another.  /  And  therfore, 
'  bettre  is  a  morsel  of  breed  with  joye  than 
an  hous  ful  of  delyces,  with  chydinge,' 
seith  Salomon.  /  Seint  Paul  seith  :  '  O 
ye  wommen,  be  ye  subgetes  to  youro 
housbondes  as  bihoveth  in  god ;  and  ye 
men,  loveth  youre  wyves.'  A d  Colouensea^ 
UHio.  I  (560) 

§  43.  Afterward  speke  we  of  soominge, 
which  is  a  wikked  sinne ;  and  namely, 
whan  he  scometh  a  man  for  hise  gode 
werkes.  /  For  certes,  swiche  scomeres  635 
faren  lyk  the  foule  tode,  that  may  nat 
endure  to  smelle  the  sote  savour  of  the 
vjrne  whanne  it  florissheth.  /  Thise 
scomeres  been  parting  felawes  with  the 
devel ;  for  they  han  joye  whan  the  devel 
winneth,  and  sorwe  whan  he  leseth.  / 
They  been  adversaries  of  Jesu  Crist ;  for 
they  haten  that  he  loveth,  that  is  to  seyn, 
salvacion  of  soule.  / 

§  44.  Speke  we  now  of  wikked  conseil ; 
for  he  that  wikked  conseil  yeveth  is  a 
traytour.  For  he  deceyveth  him  that 
trusteth  in  him,  ui  Achitofel  ad  Abaolonem. 
But  natheless,  yet  is  his  wikked  conseil 
first  agajm  him-self.  /  For,  as  seith  the 
wyse  man,  every  fals  livinge  hath  this 
propertee  in  him-self,  that  he  that  wole 
anoye  another  man,  he  anoyeth  first 
him-self.  /  And  men  shul  understonde,  640 
that  man  shal  nat  taken  his  conseil  of 
fals  folk,  ne  of  angry  folk,  or  grevons 
folk,  ne  of  folk  that  loven  specially  to 
muchel  hir  owene  profit,  ne  to  muche 
worldly  folk,  namely,  in  conseilinge  of 
soules.  / 

§  45.  Now  oomth  the  sinne  of  hem  that 
sowen  and  maken  discord  among^s  folk, 
which  is  a  sinne  that  Crist  hateth  outrely ; 
and  no  wonder  is.  For  he  deyde  for  to 
make  concord.  /  And  more  shame  do 
they  to  Crist,  than  dide  they  that  him 
crucifyede;  for  god  loveth  bettre,  that 
frendshipe  be  amonges  folk,  than  he  dide 
his  owene  body,  the  which  that  he  yaf 
for  unitee.  Therfore  been  they  lykned 
to  the  devel,  that  evere  been  aboute  to 
maken  discord.  / 

§  46.  Now  comth  the  sinne  of  double 
tonge;  swiche  as speken  faire bifom folk, 
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ftnd  wikkedly  bihindo ;  or  dies  they 
maken  semblant  as  thongh  they  speke 
of  good  ontencionn,  or  elles  in  game  and 
pley,  and  yet  they  speke  of  wikked 
(570)  entente.  / 

§  47.  Now  comth  biwroying  of  conseil, 
thurgh  which  a  man  is  defamed  ;  certes, 
^•45  nnnotho  may  ho  restore  tlio  damage.  / 

Now  comth  man  ace,  that  is  an  open 
folye ;  for  he  that  ofte  manaceth,  he 
threteth  more  than  he  may  perfoume 
fill  ofte  tyme,  / 

Now  cometh  ydel  wordes,  that  is  with- 
outen  profit  of  him  that  speketh  tho 
-wordes,  and  cek  of  him  that  herkneth 
tho  wordes.  Or  olles  ydel  wordos  been 
tho  that  been  nedelees,  or  with-outen 
entente  of  natarel  profit.  /  And  al-be-it 
that  ydel  wordes  been  som  tyme  venial 
sinno,  yet  eholde  men  dont<m  hem;  for 
we  shul  yeve  rekeninge  of  hem  bifore 
god./ 

Now  comth  janglinge,  that  may  nat 
1)een  withonto  sinnc.  And,  as  seith 
Salomon,  'it  is  a  sinne  of  apert  folye.' / 
And  thcrfore  a  philosophro  seyde,  whsn 
men  axed  liim  how  that  men  sholde  plese 
the  pcplo ;  and  he  answerde,  '  do  many 
650  gode  workes,  and  spok  fewe  jangles.'  / 

After  this  comth  tho  sinne  of  japeres^ 
that  been  tho  develes  apes;  for  they 
maken  folk  to  langhe  at  hir  japerie,  as 
folk  doon  at  the  gaudcs  of  an  ape.  Swiche 
japeres  deffondeth  seint  Paul.  /  Loke 
how  that  vertuonso  wordes  and  holy 
conforten  hem  that  travaillon  in  the 
service  of  Crist;  right  so  conforten  tho 
vileyns  wordes  and  knakkcs  of  japeris 
hem  that  travaillen  in  the  service  of  the 
<level.  /  Thise  been  the  sinnes  that  comen 
of  the  tongc,  that  comen  of  Ire  and  of 
othore  sinnes  mo.  / 

Sequitur  remedlum  contra  peccatnm  Ire. 

§  48.  Tlie  rcmedye  agayns  Ire  is  a 
vertu  that  men  clepcn  Mansuetudo,  that 
is  Debonairctee  ;  and  ook  another  vertu, 
(580)  that  men  callen  Pacience  or  Suffranco.  / 

§  49.  Debonairetoe  withdraweth  and 
refrejTietli  tho  stiringcs  and  tho  moe- 
vyngcs  of  mannes  corage  in  his  herte,  in 


swich  manere  that  they  ne  skippe  nat 
out  by  angre  ne  by  Ire.  /  Suffrance  655 
suffreth  swetely  alle  the  anoyaunces  and 
tho  wronges  that  men  doon  to  man  out- 
ward. /  Seint  Jerome  seith  thus  of 
debonairetee,  that '  it  doth  noon  harm  to 
no  wight,  ne  seith;  ne  for  noon  harm 
that  men  doon  or  seyn,  he  ne  cschaufeth 
nat  agayns  his  resoun.'  /  This  verta 
som-tyme  comth  of  nature  ;  for,  as  seith 
the  philosophre,  *  a  man  is  a  quik  thing, 
by  nature  debonaire  and  tretable  to 
goodnesse  ;  but  whan  debonairetee  is 
enformed  of  grace,  thanne  is  it  the  moro 
worth.'  / 

§  50.  Pacience^  that  is  another  remedye 
aga3nis  Ire,  is  a  vertu  that  suffreth 
swetely  every  mannes  goodnesse,  and  is 
nat  wrooth  for  noon  harm  that  is  doon 
to  him.  /  The  philosophre  seith,  that 
^pacience  is  thilko  vertu  that  suffreth 
debonairely  alle  the  outrages  of  adver- 
sitoe  and  every  wikked  word.'  /  This  660 
vertu  maketh  a  man  lyk  to  god,  and 
maketh  him  goddes  oweno  dere  child,  as 
seith  Crist.  This  vertu  disconfiteth  thyn 
enemy.  And  thcrfore  seith  the  wysc 
man,  '  if  thou  wolt  venquisse  thyn  enemy, 
lerne  to  suffre.'  /  And  thou  shalt  under- 
stonde,  that  man  suffreth  foure  manero 
of  grevances  in  outward  thingos,  agayns 
the  whiche  foure  he  moot  have  foure 
manere  of  paciences.  / 

§  51.  The  firsto  grevance  is  of  wikkedo 
wordes ;  thilke  suffrede  Jcsu  Crist  with- 
outen  g^mcching,  ful  paciently,  whan  the 
Jewes  despysed  and  reproved  him  ful 
ofte.  /  Suffre  thou  therfore  paciently ; 
for  the  w>'se  man  seith  :  '  if  thou  stryve 
with  a  fool,  though  the  fool  be  Mrrooth  or 
though  he  laughe,  algato  thou  shalt  havo 
no  reste.'  /  That  other  grevance  outward  (590) 
is  to  havo  damage  of  thy  catoL  Ther- 
agayns  suffred  Crist  ful  paciently,  whan 
he  was  dcspoyled  of  al  that  ho  hadde 
in  this  lyf,  and  that  nos  but  hise  clothes.  /  665 
The  thriddo  grevance  is  a  man  to  have 
harm  in  his  bodj'.  That  suffred  Crist 
ful  paciently  in  al  his  passioun.  /  Tho 
fourthe  grevance  is  in  outrageous  labour 
in  werkos.     Wherfore  I  scye,  that  folk 
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that  maken  hir  servants  to  travaillen  to 
provously,  or  out  of  tyme,  as  on  halydayes, 
soothly  thoy  do  g^^et  sinne.  /  Heer- 
ag^a.v-ns  suffred  Crist  ful  paciently^  and 
taughto  us  pacience^  whan  he  bar  np-on 
his  blissed  shulder  the  croys^  up-on  which 
he  sholde  suffren  despitous  deeth.  /  Heer 
may  men  lerne  to  be  pacient ;  for  c«rto8, 
noght  only  Cristen  men  been  ][>acient  for 
love  of  Jesu  Crist,  and  for  guerdonn  of 
the  blisful  lyf  that  is  perdurable;  but 
certos,  the  olde  payena,  that  nevore  were 
Cristene,  commendeden  and  useden  the 
vertu  of  pacience.  / 

§  52.  A  philoBophre  upon  a  tyme,.  that 
wolde  liave  bet<>n  his  disciple  for  hiagrete 
trespas,  for  which  he  wasgreetly  amoeved, 
670  and  broghte  a  yerdo  to  scourge  the  child ;  / 
and  whan  this  child  saugh  the  yerde^ 
he  seyde  to  his.  maistor,  *  what  thenke  ye 
to  do?*  'I  wol  bete  thee,*  quod  the 
maister,  *  for  thy  correccion.'  /  '  For 
Bothe,'  quod  the  child,  'ye  oghten  first 
oorrocte youre-self,  that  hnn  lost  al  youre 
l>acience  for  the  gilt  of  a  child.'  /  '  For 
sothe,'  qnod  the maister al  wepinge,  'thou 
seyst  sootli ;  have  thou  the  yerde^  my 
<lere  sone,  and  correcte  me  for  myn 
inpacionce.'/  Of  Pacience  comth  Obe- 
dience, thurgh  whicli  a  man  is  obedient 
to  Crist  and  to  alle  hem  to  whiohe  he 
(600)  oghte  to  been  obedient  in  Crist.  /  And 
understond  wel  that  obedience  is  perfit, 
whan  that  a  man  doth  gladly  and  hastily, 
with  good  herte  entierly,  al  that  he 
675  sholde  do.  /  Obedience  generally,  is  to 
perfoume  the  doctrine  of  god  and  of  his 
soveroyns,  to  whiche  him  oghte  to  ben 
obcisaunt  in  alle  rightwj'snosse.  / 

Sequitur  de  Accidia. 
§  53.  After  the  sinnos  of  Envie  and  of 
Ire,  now  wol  I  spekon  of  the  sinne  of 
Accidie.  For  Envye  blindeth  the  herte 
of  a  man,  and  Ire  troublcth  a  man  ;  and 
Accidie  maketh  him  hevy,  thoghtful,  and 
wrawo.  /  EnN-j'e  and  Ire  maken  bitter- 
nosso  in  liorto ;  which  bittcmesse  is 
modor  of  Accidie,  and  binimeth  him  the 
love  of  alio  goodnosse.  Than  no  is  Accidie 
the  anguissh  of  a  trouble  herte ;  and  seint 


Augustin  seith  :  *  it  is  anoy  of  goodnesse 
and  joye  of  harm.'  /  Certes,  this  is  a 
dampnable  sinne ;  for  it  doth  wrong  to 
Jesu  Crist,  in-ajs-muohe  as  it  binimeth 
the  service  that  men  oghte  doon  to  Crist 
with  alle  diligence,  as  seith  Salomon.  / 
But  Accidie  dooth  no  swich  diligence; 
he  dooth  alle  thing  with  anoy,  and  with 
wrawnesse,  slaknesse,  and  excusacioun, 
and  with  ydelnesseand  unlust ;  for  which 
the  book  seith  :  '  acursed  be  he  that  doth 
the  service  of  god  necl  igently.  *  /  Thanne  68r» 
is  Accidie  enemy  to  everich  estaat  of  man ; 
for  certes,  the  estaat  of  man  ia  in  three 
maneres.  /  Outher  it  is  th 'estaat  of  inno- 
cence, as  was  th'estaat  of  Adam  bifom 
that  ho  fil  into  sinne ;  in  which  estaat 
he  was  holden  to  wirche,  as  in  heryingo 
and  adouringe  of  god.  /  Another  estaat 
is  the  estaat  of  sinful  men,  in  which 
estaat  men  been  holden  to  laboure  in 
proyingo  to  god  for  amendement  of  hir 
sinnes,  and  that  he  wole  graunte  hem  to 
arysen  out  of  hir  sinnes.  /  Another 
estaat  ia  th'estaat  of  grace,  in  which 
estaat  he  is  holden  to  werkes  of  penitence ; 
and  certes,  to  alle  thise  thinges  is  Accidie 
enemy  and  contrarie.  For  he  loveth  no 
bisinosse  at  aL  /  Now  certes,  this  foulo  (6to) 
sinne  Accidie  is  eck  a  ful  greet  enemy 
to  the  lyflodo  of  the  body ;  for  it  ne  hath 
no  purveaunce  agayn  temporelnecessitee ; 
for  it  forsleweth  and  forsluggeth,  and 
destroyeth  alle  goodes  temporeles  by 
reccheleesnesse.  /  6J'5 

§64.  The  fourthothinge  is,  that  Accidie 
is  lyk  to  hem  that  beon  in  the  peyne  of 
hoUe,  by-cause  of  hir  sloutho  and  of  hir 
hcvinesso;  for  they  that  been  dampned 
been  so  bounde,  that  they  ne  may  neither 
wel  do  ne  wol  thinke.  /  Of  Accidie  comth 
first,  that  a  man  is  anoyod  and  oncombred 
for  to  doon  any  goodnesse,  and  maketh 
that  god  hath  abhominacion  of  swich 
Accidie,  as  seith  seint  Johan.  / 

§  65.  Now  comth  Slouthe,  that  wol  nat 
suffre  noon  hardnesse  ne  no  penaunce. 
For  soothly,  Sloutho  is  so  tendre,  and  so 
delioat,  as  seith  Salomon,  that  he  wol 
nat  suffre  noon  hardnesse  ne  penaunce, 
and  therfore  he  shendeth  al   that   ho 
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dooth.  /  Agayns  this  roten-lierted  sinne 
of  Acoidie  and  Sloutho  sholde  men  exer- 
cise hem-self  to  doon  gode  werkes,  and 
xnanly  and  vertuously  cacchen  corage  wel 
to  doon ;  thinkingo  that  onre  lord  Jesu 
Crist  qnyteth  every  good  dede,  be  it  never 
so  l3rte.  /  Usage  of  labour  is  a  greet 
thing ;  for  it  maketh,  as  seith  seint  Ber- 
nard, the  laborer  to  have  stronge  armes 
and  harde  sinwes ;  and  Slouthe  maketh 

690  hem  feble  and  tendre.  /  Thanne  comth 
drode  to  biginne  to  werke  any  godo 
iverkes ;  for  cartes,  he  that  is  enclyned 
to  sinne,  him  thinketh  it  is  so  greet  an 
empryse  for  to  undertake  to  doon  werkes 
of  goodnesse,  /  and  casteth  in  his  herte 
that  the  circumstaunces  of  goodnesse 
been  so  grevouse  and  so  ohargeaunt  for 
to  suffre,  that  he  dar  nat  undertake  to 
do  werkes  of  goodnesse,  as  seith  seint 
Gregorie.  / 

§  56.  Now  comth  wanhope,  that  is  de- 
speir  of  the  mercy  of  god,  that  comth 
Bomtyme  of  to  muche  outrageous  sorwe, 
and  somtjrme  of  to  muche  drcde  :  imagin- 
inge  that  he  hath  doon  so  muche  sinne^ 
that  it  wol  nat  availlen  him,  though  he 
vrolde  repenten  him  and  forsake  sinne  :/ 
thurgh  which  despeir  or  drede  he  abaun- 
doneth  al  his  herte  to  every  maner  sinne, 
(6x>)  as  seith  seint  Augustin.  /  Which  damp- 
nable  sinne,  if  that  it  continue  un-to  his 

695  ende,  it  is  cleped  sinning  in  the  holygost./ 
This  horrible  sinne  is  so  perilous,  that  he 
that  is  despeircd,  ther  nis  no  felonye  ne 
no  sinne  that  he  douteth  for  to  do;  as 
shewed  wcl  by  Judas.  /  Cortes,  abovon 
alle  sinnes  thanne  is  this  sinne  most 
displesant  to  Crist,  and  most  adversarie.  / 
Soothly,  he  that  despeireth  him  is  lyk  the 
coward  ohampioun  recreant,  that  seith 
creant  withoute  nede.  Alias !  alias ! 
ncdeles  is  he  recreant  and  ncdolos  de- 
spcired.  /  Certes,  the  mercy  of  god  is 
evere  redy  to  every  penitent,  and  is 
aboven  alle  hise  werkes.  /  Alias !  can 
nat  a  man  bithinke  him  on  the  gospel  of 
seint  Luk,  15.,  whero-as  Crist  soith  that 
*  as  wel  shal  ther  be  joye  in  hevene  upon 
a  sinful  man  that  doth  penitence,  as 
up-on  nynety  and  nyne   rightfU   men 


thatnedennox>enitence?'/  Loke  forth er,  ^qq 
in  the  same  gospel,  the  joye  and  the 
feste  of  the  gode  man  that  hadde  lost  his 
Bone,  whan  his  sone  with  repentaunce 
was  retoumed  to  his  fader.  /  Can  they 
nat  remembren  hem  eek,  that,  as  seith 
seint  Luk  xxiii9  capUulo,  how  that  the 
theef  that  was  hanged  bisyde  Jesu  Crist, 
seyde:  'Lord,  remembre  of  me,  whan 
thou  comest  in-to  thy  regne?'/  'For 
sothe,'  seyde  Crist,  '  I  sey<e  to  thee,  to-day 
shaltow  been  with  me  in  Paradys.*  / 
Certes,  ther  is  noon  so  horrible  sinne  of 
man,  that  it  ne  may,  in  his  lyf,  bo  de- 
stroyed by  penitence,  thurgh  vertu  of 
the  passion  and  of  the  death  of  Crist.  /  (650) 
Alias !  what  nedeth  man  thanne  to  been 
despoired,  sith  that  his  mercy  so  redy  is  and 
large  ?  Axe  and  have.  /  Thanne  cometh  705 
Sompnolence,  that  is,  sluggy  slombringc. 
which  maketh  a  man  bo  hevy  and  dul,  in 
body  and  in  soule  ;  and  this  sinne  comth 
of  Slouthe.  /  And  certes,  the  tymo  that, 
by  wey  of  resoun,  men  sholde  nat  slepe, 
that  is  by  the  morwo ;  but-if  ther  were 
cause  resonable.  /  For  soothly,  the  morwe- 
tyde  is  most  covenable,  a  man  to  seyo  his 
preyeres,  and  for  to  thinken  on  god,  and 
for  to  honoure  god,  and  to  ye  van  almesse 
to  the  povre,  that  first  cometh  in  the 
name  of  Crist.  /  Lo !  what  seith  Salomon : 
'  who-so  wolde  by  the  morwe  awaken  and 
seke  me,  he  shal  finde.'  /  Thanne  cometh 
Necligence,  or  recchelesnesse,  that  rek- 
keth  of  no-thing.  And  how  that  igno- 
raunco  be  moder  of  alle  harm,  certes, 
Necligence  is  the  norice.  /  Necligence  710 
ne  doth  no  fors,  whan  ho  shal  doon  a 
thing,  whether  he  do  it  weel  or  baddely.  / 
§  57.  Of  the  remedie  of  thiso  two  sinnes, 
as  seith  the  wyse  man,  that  'he  that 
dredoth  god,  he  spareth  nat  to  doon  that 
him  oghte  doon.'  /  And  he  that  loveth 
god,  he  wol  doon  diligence  to  plese  god 
by  his  werkes,  and  abaundone  him-self, 
with  al  his  might,  wel  for  to  doon.  / 
Thanne  comth  ydelnesse,  that  is  the  yB,te 
of  alle  harmes.  An  ydel  man  is  lyk  to 
a  place  that  hath  no  walles ;  the  develes 
may  entre  on  every  syde  and  sheten  at 
him  at  discovert,  by  temptacion  on  every 
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(640)  Byde.  /    This  ydelnesse  is  the  thorrok  of 
alle  wikked  and  vileyns  thoghtes,  and  of 

715  alle  jangles,  trofles,  and  of  alle  ordure.  / 
CJertes,  the  heveno  is  yeven  to  hem  that 
vol  labonren,  and  nat  to  ydel  folk.  £ek 
Da\'id  seith  :  that  *■  they  ne  been  nat  in 
the  labour  of  men,  ne  they  shul  nat  been 
whipped  -with  men,'  that  is  to  seyn,  in 
purgatorie.  /  Certes,  thanne  semeth  it, 
they  shul  be  tormented  with  the  devel 
in  helle,  but-if  they  doon  penitence.  / 

§  58.  Thanne  comth  the  sinne  that 
men  clepen  TarditaSy  as  whan  a  man  is 
to  latrede  or  taryinge,  er  he  wole  tumo 
to  grd  ;  and  certes,  that  is  a  greet  folye. 
He  is  lyk  to  him  that  falleth  in  the  dich, 
and  wol  nat  aryso.  /  And  this  vyce 
comth  of  a  fals  hope,  that  he  thinketh 
that  he  shal  live  longe;  but  that  hope 
faileth  ful  ofte.  / 

§  59.  Thanne  comth  Lachesse ;  that  is 
he,  that  whan  he  biginneth  any  good 
werk,  anon  he  shal  forleten  it  and  stinten^ 
as  doon  they  that  han  any  wight  to 
goveme,  and  ne  taken  of  him  na-more 
kepe,  anon  as  they  finden  any  contrarie 

730  or  any  anoy.  /  Thise  been  the  newe 
shepherdes,  that  leten  hir  sheep  witingly 
go  renne  to  the  wolf  that  is  in  the  breres, 
or  do  no  fors  of  hir  owene  govemaunce.  / 
Of  this  comth  poverte  and  destruccioun, 
bothe  of  spirituel  and  temporel  thinges. 
Thanne  comth  a  manere  coldnesse,  that 
freseth  al  the  herte  of  man.  /  Thanne 
comth  undevocioun,  thurgh  which  a  man 
is  so  blent,  as  seith  seint  Bernard,  and 
hath  swicho  langour  in  soule,  that  he 
may  neither  rode  ne  singe  in  holy  chirche, 
ne  here  ne  thinke  of  no  devocioun,  ne 
travaille  with  hise  handes  in  no  good 
werk,  that  it  nis  him  unsavory  and  al 
apalled.  /  Thanne  wexeth  he  slow  and 
slombry,  and  sone  wol  be  wrooth,  and 
(650)  sone  is  enclyned  to  hate  and  to  envye.  / 
Thanne  comth  the  sinne  of  worldly  sorwe, 
swich  as  is  cleped  trUticia^  that  sleeth 

•ja$  man,  as  seint  Paul  seith.  /  For  cert^ 
swich  sorwe  werketh  to  the  deeth  of 
the  soule  and  of  the  body  also ;  for  ther- 
of  comth,  that  a  man  is  anoyed  of  his 
owene  lyf.  /  Wherfore  swich  sorwe  short- 


eth  fol  ofte  the  Ijrf  of  a  man,  er  that  his 
tyme  be  come  by  wey  of  kinde.  / 

Remedium  contra  peccatom  Accidie. 

§  60.  Agayns  this  horrible  sinne  of 
Accidie,  and  the  branches  of  the  same, 
ther  is  a  vertu  that  is  called  Fortitudo 
or  Strengthe;  that  is,  an  affeccioun 
thurgh  which  a  man  despyseth  anoyous 
thinges.  /  This  vertu  is  so  mighty  and 
so  vigorous,  that  it  dar  withstondo 
mightily  and  wysely  kepen  him-self  fro 
perils  that  been  wikked,  and  wrastle 
agayn  the  assautes  of  the  deveL  /  For  it 
enhaunceth  and  enforceth  the  soule,  right 
as  Accidie  abateth  it  and  maketh  it 
feble.  For  this  Fortitudo  may  endure  by 
long  suffraunce  the  travailles  that  been 
covenable.  /  730 

§  61.  This  vertu  hath  manye  speces ; 
and  the  flrste  is  cleped  Magnanimitee, 
that  is  to  aeyn,  greet  corage.  For  certes, 
ther  bihoveth  greet  corage  agains  Accidie, 
lest  that  it  ne  swolwe  the  soule  by  the 
sinne  of  sorwe,  or  destroye  it  by  wan- 
hoi>e.  /  This  vertu  maketh  folk  to  under- 
take harde  thinges  and  grevouse  thinges, 
by  hir  owene  wil,  wysely  and  resonably./ 
And  for  as  muchel  as  the  devel  fighteth 
agayns  a  man  more  by  queyntise  and  by 
sleighte  than  by  strengthe,  therfore  men 
shal  withstonden  him  by  wit  and  by 
resoun  and  by  discrecioun.  /  Thanne  am 
ther  the  vertues  of  feith,  and  hope  in  god 
and  in  hise  seintes,  to  acheve  and 
acomplice  the  gode  werkes  in  the  whiohe 
he  purposeth  fermely  to  continue.  /  (660) 
Thanne  comth  seuretee  or  sikemesse ; 
and  that  is,  whan  a  man  ne  douteth  no 
travaille  in  tyme  cominge  of  the  gode 
werkes  that  a  man  hath  bigonne.  /  735 
Thanne  comth  Magnificence,  that  is  to 
seyn,  whan  a  man  dooth  and  perfoumeth 
gnrote  werkes  of  goodnesse  that  he  hath 
bigonne  ;  and  that  is  the  ende  why  that 
men  sholde  do  gode  werkes ;  for  in  the 
acomplissinge  of  grete  goode  werkes  lyth 
the  grete  guerdoun.  /  Thanne  is  ther 
Constaunce,  that  is,  stablenesse  of  corage ; 
and  this  sholde  been  in  herte  by  stedefast 
feith,  and  in  mouth,  and  in  beringe,  and 
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in  chore  and  'in  dede.  /  Eke  ther  been 
mo  specialo  remodios  agains  Accidie,  in 
diverse  werkes,  and  in  consideracionn  of 
the  poynes  of  hoUe,  and  of  the  joyes  of 
hevene,  and  in  trost  of  the  grace  of  the 
holy  goost,  that  wole  yevo  him  might  to 
perfoarno  his  godo  entente.  / 

Sequitor  de  Auaricia. 

§  62.  After  Accidie  wol  I  speke  of 
Avarice  and  of  Coveitiso,  of  which  sinne 
seith  seint  Faule,  that  '  the  rote  of  alle 
harmes  is  Coveitise' :  Ad  TimotJuuniy  sexto 
capitulo.  I  For  soothly,  whan  the  herte 
of  a  man  is  confounded  in  it-self  and 
troubled,  and  that  the  soule  hath  lost  the 
confort  of  grd,  thanne  seketh  he  an  ydel 
740  solas  of  worldly  t hinges.  / 

§  63.  Avarice,  after  the  descripcion  of 
seint  Augustin,  is  likerousnesse  in  herte 
to  have  erthely  thingcs.  /  Som  other 
folk  seyn,  that  Avarice  is,  for  to  pur- 
chacen  manye  ertholy  thingcs,  and  no- 
thing yeve  to  hem  that  han  nede.  /  And 
understond,  that  Avarice  ne  stant  nat 
only  in  lond  ne  catel,  but  somtyme  in 
science  and  in  glorie,  and  in  every  manere 
of  outrageous  thing  is  Avarice  and 
Coveitise.  /  And  the  difference  bitwize 
Avarice  and  Coveitise  is  this.  Coveitise 
is  for  to  coveite  swiche  thinges  as  thou 
hast  nat ;  and  Avarice  is  for  to  withholde 
and  kepe  swiche  thinges  as  thou  hast, 
(670)  with-oute  rightful  nede.  /  Soothly,  this 
Avarice  is  a  sinne  that  is  ful  dampnable  ; 
for  al  holy  writ  cursetli  it,  and  speketh 
agayns  that  vyce ;  for  it  dooth  wrong  to 
745  Jesu  Crist.  /  For  it  bireveth  him  the 
love  that  men  to  him  owen,  and  tumeth 
it  bakward  agayns  alle  resoun ;  /  and 
maketh  that  the  avaricious  man  hath 
more  hope  in  his  catel  than  in  Jesu  Crist, 
and  dooth  more  observance  in  kepinge  of 
his  tresor  than  he  dooth  to  service  of 
Jesu  Crist.  /  And  therfore  seith  seint 
Paul  ad  EpJtuioa^  quinto^  that  'an 
avaricious  man  is  in  the  thraldom  of 
ydolatrie.'  / 

§  64.  What  difference  is  bitwixe  an 
ydolastre  and  an  avaricious  man,  but 
that  an  ydolastre,  per  aventure,  ne  hath 


but  o  mawmet  or  two,  and  the  avaricions 
man  hath  manye?  For  certes,  every 
florin  in  his  cofre  is  his  mawmet.  /  And 
certes,  the  sinne  of  Mawmetrye  is  the 
first e  thing  that  Qod  detf ended  in  the  ten 
comaundments,  as  bereth  witnesse  Exodi^ 
capitido  xsxf* :  /  '  Thou  shalt  have  no  false  75»> 
goddes  bifore  me,  ne  thou  shalt  make 
to  thee  no  grave  thing.*  Thus  is  an 
avaricious  man,  that  loveth  his  tresor 
bifom  god,  an  ydolastre,  /  thurgh  thia 
cursed  sinne  of  Avarice.  Of  Coveitiso 
comen  thise  harde  lordshipes,  thurgh 
whiche  men  been  distreyned  by  tailages, 
custumos,  and  carlages,  more  than  hir 
duetee  or  resoun  is.  And  eek  they  taken 
of  hir  bonde-men  amerciments,  whicho 
mighten  more  resonably  ben  cleped 
extorcions  than  amerciments.  /  Of  whiche 
amerciments  and  raunsoninge  of  bonde- 
men,  somme  lordes  stywardes  seyn,  that 
it  is  rightful;  for-as-muche  as  a  cherl 
hath  no  temporel  thing  that  it  ne  is  his 
lordes,  as  they  seyn.  /  But  certes,  thiso 
lordshipes  doon  wrong,  that  bireven  hir 
bonde-folk  thinges  that  they  nevere  yave 
hem  :  Augustinua  de  Civitate^  libro  nono,  /  (Cik)) 
Sooth  is,  that  the  condicioun  of  thraldom 
and  the  firsts  cause  of  thraldom  is  for 
sinne ;  Genesis^  quinto.  /  755 

§  60.  Thus  may  ye  seen  that  the  gilt 
disserveth  thraldom,  but  nat  nature.  / 
Wherforo  thise  lordes  ne  sholde  nat 
mnche  glorffyen  hem  in  hir  lordshipes, 
sith  that  by  naturel  condicion  they  been 
nat  lordes  of  thralles ;  but  for  that 
thraldom  comth  first  by  the  desert  of 
sinne.  /  And  forther-over,  ther-as  the 
lawe  seith,  that  temporel  godes  of  bonde- 
folk  been  the  godes  of  hir  lordshipes,  ye, 
that  is  for  to  understonde,  the  godes  of 
the  emperour,  to  deffenden  hem  in  hir 
right,  but  nat  for  to  robben  hem  ne  reven 
hem.  /  And  therfore  seith  Seneca :  *  thy 
prudence  sholde  live  benignely  with  thy 
thralles.'  /  Thilke  that  thou  clepest  thy 
thralles  been  goddes  peple ;  for  humble 
folk  been  Cristes  freendes ;  they  been 
contubemial  with  the  lord.  /  760 

§  66.  Think  eek,  that  of  swich  seed  as 
cherles  springeth,  of  swich  seed  springea 
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lordes.  As  wel  may  the  cherl  be  saved  as 
the  lord.  /  The  some  dccth  that  taketh 
the  cherl,  swich  dceth  taketh  the  lord. 
Wherfore  I  rede,  do  rig^ht  so  with  thy 
cherl,  as  thou  woldest  that  thy  lord  dido 
with  thee,  if  thou  were  in  his  ply  t.  /  Every 
sinful  man  is  a  cherl  to  sinno.  I  rede 
thee,  certes,  that  thou,  lord,  werke  in 
swicho  wyse  with  thy  cherles,  that  they 
luther  love  thee  than  drede.  /  I  woot  wel 
ther  is  degree  above  degree,  as  reson  is ; 
and  skilo  it  is,  that  men  do  hir  devoir 
ther-as  it  is  due;  but  certes,  extorcions 
and  despit  of  youro  underlinges  is  damp- 
(690)  nable.  / 

§  67.  And  forther-over  understond  wel, 
that  thise  oonquerours  or  tiraunts  maken 
fill  ofbo  thralles  of  hem,  that  been  bom  of 
as  royal  blood  as  been  they  that  hem 
765  conqueren.  /      This    name  of  thraldom 
was  novero  erst  couth,  til  that  Noo  seyde, 
that  his  sone  Canaan  sholde  be  thrfid  to 
hise   bretheren   for   his  sinne.  /     What 
seyo  wo  thanne  of  hem  that  pilen  and 
doon  extorcions  to  holy  chirche  ?    Certes, 
the    sword,    that    men    yeven    first    to 
a  knight  whan  he  is  newe  dubbed,  signi- 
fyeth    that    he    sholde   deffenden    holy 
chirche,  and  nat  robben  it  ne  pilen  it ; 
and  who  so  dooth,  is  traitour  to  Crist.  / 
And,  as  seith  seint  Augustin,  '  they  been 
the  develcs  wolves,  that  stranglen  the 
sheep  of  Jesu  Crist';    and  doon  worse 
than  wolves.  /     For  soothly,  whan  the 
wolf  hath  ful  his  wombe,  he  stinteth  to 
strangle  sheep.     But  soothly,  the  pilours 
and  dostroyours  of  goddes  holy  chirche 
no  do  nat  so ;  for  they  ne  stinte  nevere  to 
pile.  /     Now,  as  I  have  seyd,  sith  so  is 
that  sinno  was  first  cause  of  thraldom, 
thanne  is  it  thus ;  that  thilke  tyme  that 
al  this  world  was  in  sinne,  thanne  was  al 
770  this  world  in  thraldom  and  subjeccioun./ 
But  certes,  sith  the  tyme  of  grace  cam, 
god  ordeyned  that  som  folk   sholde  bo 
more  hoigh  in  estaat  and  in  degree,  and 
som  folk  more  lowc,  and  that  everich 
sholde  be  served  in  his  estaat  and  in  his 
degpree.  /     And  therfore,  in  somme  con- 
trees  ther  they  bycn  thralles,  whan  they 
han  turned  hem  to  the  feith,  they  maken 


hir  thralles  free  out  of  thraldom.     And 
thorfore,  certes,  the  lord  oweth   to  his 
man  that  the  man  oweth  to  his  lord.  / 
Tho  PoiH)  calleth  him-self  servant  of  the 
servaunts  of  god ;    but  for-as-muche   as 
the  estaat  of  holy  chirche  ne  mighte  nat 
han  be,  ne  the  commune  profit  mighte 
nat  han  be  kept,  ne  pees  and  rcste  in 
erthe,  but-if  god  hadde  ordeyned  that 
som  men  haddo  hyer  degree  and    som 
men  lower :  /  therlbre  was  sovereyntee 
ordeyned    to  kepe    and    maynteno  and 
deffenden  hir  underlinges  or  hir  subgcts 
in  resoun,  as  ferforth  as  it  lyth  in  hir 
X)ower;    and  nat  to  destroyen  hem  ne 
confounde.  /  Wherfore  I  seyo,  that  thilke  (700) 
lordes  that  been  lyk  wolves,  that  devouren 
the  possessiouns  or  the  catel  of  povro  folk 
wrongfully,  with-outon  mercy  or  mesuro,/  775 
they  shul  receyven  by  the  same  mesure 
that  they  han  mesurcd  to  povre  folk  tho 
mercy  of  Jesu  Crist,  but-if  it  bo  amended.  / 
Now  comth  deceite  bitwixe  marchant  and 
marchant.    And  thow  shalt  undcrstondc, 
that  marchandyse  is  in  two  maneres; 
that  oon   is    bodily,   and  that  other  is 
goostly.     That  oon  is  honeste  and  loveful, 
and  that  other  is  dcshoncst«  and  unleve- 
fuL  /   Of  thilke  bodily  marchandyse,  that 
is  leveful  and  honeste,  is  this  ;  that,  there- 
as  god  hath  ordeyned  that  a  regno  or 
a  contree  is  suffisaunt  to  him-self,  thanne 
is  it  honeste  and  leveful,  that  of  habun- 
daunco  of  this  contree,  that  men  helpe 
another  contree  that  is  more  nedy.  /  And 
therfore,  ther  mote  been  marchants  to 
bringen  fro  that  o  contree  to  that  other 
hire  marchandyses.  /     That  other  mar- 
chandise,  that  men  haunten  with  fraudo 
and  trecherie  and  deceite,  with  lesinges 
and  false  othes,  is  cursed  and  dampnable./  780 
Espirituel  marchand^'se  is  proprely  Sy- 
monye,  that  is,  ententif  desyr  to  byen 
thing    espirituel,    that    is,    thing    that 
aperteneth  to  the  seintuario  of  god  and  to 
cure  of  the  soule.  /    This  desyr,  if  so  be 
that  a  man  do  his  diligence  to  parfoumen 
it,  al-be-it  that  his  desyr  ne  take  noon 
effect,  yet  is  it  to  him  a  deedly  sinne ; 
and  if  he  be  ordred,  he  is  irregnler.  / 
Certes,   Symonye   is   deped    of  Symon 
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Mogfoa,  that  wolde  han  boght,  for  tem- 
porel  catel,  the  yifto  that  god  hadde 
yeven,  by  the  holy  goost,  to  seint  Peter 
and  to  the  apostles.  /  And  therfore 
nnderstondf  that  bothe  he  that  selleth 
and  he  that  byeth  thingos  espiritnels, 
been  oleped  Symonials ;  bo  it  by  catel,  be 
it  by  procoringe,  or  by  fleshly  preyere 
of  hise  freendeSf  fleshly  freendes,  or 
(710)  espiritnel  freendes.  /  Fleshly,  in  two 
nianeres ;  as  by  kinrede  or  othere  freendes. 
Soothly,  if  they  praye  for  him  that  is  nat 
worthy  and  able,  it  is  Symonyo  if  ho  take 
the  benefice ;  and  if  he  be  worthy  and 
785  able,  ther  nis  noon.  /  That  other  manere 
is,  whan  a  man  or  womman  preyen  for 
folk  to  avanncen  hem,  only  for  wikked 
fleshly  afifeccioun  that  they  have  nn-to 
the  persone ;  and  that  is  foul  Symonye.  / 
But  certes,  in  service,  for  which  men 
yeven  thinges  espiritnels  un-to  hir 
servants,  it  moot  been  nnderstonde  that 
the  service  moot  been  honeste,  and  olles 
nat ;  and  eek  that  it  be  with-outen  bar- 
gayninge,  and  that  the  persone  be  able.  / 
For,  as  seith  seint  Damasie,  'alle  the 
sinnes  of  the  world,  at  regard  of  this 
sinne,  am  as  thing  of  noght  * ;  for  it  is 
the  grettesto  sinne  that  may  be,  after  the 
sinne  of  Lucifer  and  Antocrist.  /  For, 
by  this  sinne,  god  forleseth  the  chirche, 
and  the  soule  that  he  boghte  with  his 
precious  blood,  by  hem  that  yeven 
chirches  to  hem  that  been  nat  digne.  / 
For  they  putten  in  theves,  that  stolen  the 
soules  of  Josu  Christ  and  dcstroyen  his 
790  patrimoino.  /  By  swiche  undigne  preestos 
and  curates  han  lowed  men  the  lasse 
reverence  of  the  sacraments  of  holy 
chirche  ;  and  swiche  yevcres  of  chirches 
patten  out  the  children  of  Crist,  and 
putten  in-to  the  chirche  the  develes  owene 
sone.  /  They  sellen  the  soules  that 
lambes  sholde  kopen  to  the  wolf  that 
strangleth  hem.  And  therfore  shul  they 
nevere  han  i>art  of  the  pasture  of  lambes, 
that  is,  the  blisse  of  hovene.  /  Now 
comth  hasardrye  with  hise  apurtenaunces, 
OS  tables  and  rafles;  of  which  comth 
deceite,  false  othes,  chydingos,  and  alle 
ravines,  blaspheminge  and  reneyinge  of 


god,  and  hate  of  hise  neighebores,  wast  of 
godes,  missi)endinge  of  tyme,  and  som- 
tyme  manslaughtre.  /  Certes,  hasardours 
ne  mowe  nat  been  with-outen  greet  sinne 
whyles  they  haunte  that  craft.  /  Of  (730) 
avarice  comen  eek  lesinges,  thefte,  ials 
witnesse,  and  false  othes.  And  ye  shnl 
nnderstonde  that  thise  been  grete  sinnes, 
and  expres  agajm  the  comaundements  of 
god,  as  I  have  seyd.  /  Fals  witnesse  is  in  795 
word  and  eek  in  dede.  In  word,  as  for  to 
bireve  thy  neighebores  g^oode  name  by 
thy  fals  witnessing,  or  bireven  him  his 
catel  or  his  heritage  by  thy  fals  witness- 
ing ;  whan  thou,  for  ire  or  for  mede,  or 
for  envjre,  berest  fals  witnesse,  or  accusest 
him  or  ezcusest  him  by  thy  fals  witnesse, 
or  clles  excusest  thy-self  falsly.  /  Ware 
yow,  questemongeres  and  notaries !  Certes, 
for  fals  witnessing  was  Susanna  in  fol 
gn^et  sorwe  and  pejrno,  and  many  another 
mo.  /  The  sinne  of  thefte  is  eek  expres 
agayns  goddes  heste,  and  that  in  two 
maneres,  corporal  and  espiritueL  /  Cor- 
porel,  as  for  to  take  thy  neighebores  catel 
agayn  his  wil,  be  it  by  force  or  by  sleighte, 
be  it  by  met  or  by  mesure.  /  By  steling 
eek  of  false  enditements  ui)on  him,  and 
in  borwinge  of  thy  neighebores  catel,  in 
entente  nevere  to  payen  it  agayn,  and 
semblable  thinges.  /  Espirituel  thefle  is  Sou 
Sacrilege,  that  is  to  seyn,  hurtinge  of  holy 
thinges,  or  of  thinges  sacred  to  Crist,  in 
two  maneres ;  by  reson  of  the  holy  place, 
as  chirches  or  chirche-hawes,  /  for  which 
every  \'ilojTis  sinne  that  men  doon  in 
swiche  places  may  be  cleped  sacrilege,  or 
every  Adolence  in  the  semblable  places. 
Also,  they  that  withdrawen  falsly  the 
rightes  that  longen  to  holy  chirche.  / 
And  ploynly  and  generally,  sacrilege  is  to 
reven  holy  thing  fro  holy  place,  or  un- 
holy thing  out  of  holy  place,  or  holy  thing 
out  of  unholy  place.  / 

Relevacio  contra  peccatum  Avaride. 

§  68.  Now  shul  ye  nnderstonde,  that 
the  relevinge  of  Avarice  is  misericorde, 
and  pitee  largely  taken.  And  men 
mighten  axe,  why  that  misericorde  and 
pitee  is  relevinge  of  Avarice?  /    Certes,  (730) 
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the  Bvarioioos  man  showeth  no  pitee  ne 
miBericorde  to  the  nedeful  man ;  for  he 
delyteth  him  in  the  kepinge  of  his^tresor, 
and  nat  in  the  rescowing^  ne  relevin^  of 
his  evone-cristene.     And  therfore  speke 

S05  I  first  of  misericorde.  /  Thanne  is  miser- 
icorde,  as  seith  the  philosophre,  a  vertn, 
by  which  the  corage  of  man  is  stired 
by  tlie  misese  of  him  that  is  misesed.  / 
Up-on  -which  misericorde  folweth  pitee, 
in  i)arfoaminge  of  charitable  werkes  of 
misericorde.  /  And  certes,  thise  thinges 
moeven  a  man  to  misericorde  of  Jesn 
Crist,  that  he  yaf  him-self  for  onre  gilt* 
and  suffred  deeth  for  misericorde,  and 
forgaf  US  onre  originale  sinnes ;  /  and 
therby  relessed  ns  fro  the  pejmes  of  helle, 
and  amenosed  the  peynes  of  porgatorie 
by  penitence,  and  yeveth  grace  wel  to  do, 
and  atte  laste  the  blisse  of  hevene.  /  The 
Bi)0ces  of  misericorde  been,  as  for  to  lene 
and  for  to  yeve  and  to  foryeven  and 
relosso,  and  for  to  han  pitee  in  herte,  and 
compassioun  of  the  meschief  of  his  evene- 
cristene,  and  eek  to  chastyse  there  as 

810  nede  is.  /  Another  manere  of  remedie 
agayns  Avarice  is  resonable  largesse ;  bat 
soothly,  here  bihoveth  the  consideracioon 
of  the  grace  of  Jesn  Crist,  and  of  hise 
temporel  goodes,  and  eek  of  the  godes 
perdorables  that  Crist  yaf  to  ns ;  /  and 
to  han  remembrance  of  the  deeth  that  he 
shal  reccyve,  he  noot  whanne,  where,  ne 
how ;  and  eek  that  he  shal  forgon  al  that 
he  hath,  save  only  that  he  hath  despended 
in  gode  werkes.  / 

§  69.  But  for-as-mnche  as  som  folk  been 
nnmesurable,  men  oghten  eschae  fool- 
largesse,  that  men  clepon  wast.  /  Certes, 
he  that  is  fool-large  ne  yeveth  nat  his 
catcl,  bat  he  lescth  his  catel.  Soothly, 
what  thing  that  ho  yeveth  for  veyne 
glorio,  as  to  minstrals  and  to  folk,  for  to 
bercn  his  renoun  in  the  world,  he  hath 
(740)  sinne  ther-of  and  noon  almesse.  /  Certes, 
he  lescth  foule  his  good,  that  ne  seketh 
with  the  yifte  of  his  good  no-thing  bat 

815  sinne.  /  Ho  is  lyk  to  an  hors  that  seketh 
rather  to  drinken  drovy  or  tronble  water 
than  for  to  drinken  water  of  the  clere 
welle.  /  And  for-as-muchel  as  theyyeven 


ther  as  they  sholde  nat  yeven,  to  hem 
aperteneth  thilke  malisoan  that  Crist 
shal  yeven  at  the  day  of  dome  to  hem 
that  shallen  been  dampned.  / 

Seqaitar  de  Gala. 

§  70.  After  Avarice  comth  Glotonye, 
which  is  expres  eek  agayn  the  comande- 
ment  of  god.  Glotonye  is  onmesarable 
appetyt  to  ete  or  to  drinke,  or  elles  to 
doon  y-nogh  to  the  nnmesarable  appetjrt 
and  desordeynee  coveityse  to  eten  or  to 
drinke.  /  This  sinne  corramped  al  this 
world,  as  is  wel  shewed  in  the  sinne  of 
Adam  and  of  Eve.  Loke  eek,  what  seith 
seint  Paal  of  Glotonye.  /  ♦  Manye,'  seith 
seint  Paal,  '  goon,  of  whiche  I  have  ofte 
scyd  to  yow,  and  now  I  seye  it  wepinge, 
that  they  been  the  enemys  of  the  croys  of 
Crist ;  of  whiche  the  ende  is  deeth,  and 
of  whiche  hir  wombe  is  hir  god,  and  hir 
glorie  in  confosionn  of  hem  that  so 
saveren  erthely  thinges.'  /  He  that  is  820 
asaant  to  this  sinne  of  Glotonye,  he  ne 
may  no  sinne  withstonde.  He  moot  been 
in  servage  of  alle  vyoes,  for  it  is  the 
develes  hord  ther  he  hydeth  him  and 
resteth.  /  This  sinne  hath  manye  speces. 
The  firste  is  dronkenesse,  that  is  the 
horrible  sepaltare  of  mannes  resoan  ;  and 
therfore,  whan  a  man  is  dronken,  he  hath 
lost  his  resoan ;  and  this  is  deedly  sinne.  / 
Bat  soothly,  whan  that  a  man  is  nat 
wont  to  strong  drinke,  and  peraventnre 
ne  knoweth  nat  the  strengthe  of  the 
drinke,  or  hath  feblosse  in  his  heed,  or 
hath  travailed,  thargh  which  he  drinketh 
the  more,  al  be  ho  sodeynly  caaght  with 
drinke,  it  is  no  deedly  sinne,  bat  veniaL  / 
The  seconde  speco  of  Glotonye  is,  that 
the  spirit  of  a  man  wexeth  al  tronble ;  for 
dronkenesse  bireveth  him  the  discrecioan 
of  his  wit.  /  The  thridde  space  of  (750) 
Glotonye  is,  whan  a  man  devooreth  his 
mete,  and  hath  no  rightful  manere  of 
etingo.  /  The  fonrthe  is  whan,  thnrgh  825 
the  grote  habnndaonce  of  his  mete,  the 
hnmours  in  his  body  been  destempred.  / 
The  fifthe  is,  foryetelnesse  by  to  mnchel 
drinkinge;    for  which  somtyme  a  man 
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foryeteth  er  the  morwe  what  he  dlde  at 
even  or  on  the  night  bifom.  / 

§  71.  In  other  manere  been  distinct 
the  speces  of  Qlotonyc,  after  seint  Gre- 
gorie.  The  ftrste  is,  for  to  ote  bifom 
tyme  to  ete.  The  seconde  is,  whan  a  man 
get  him  to  delicat  mete  or  drinke.  /  The 
thridde  is,  whan  men  taken  to  mnche 
over  mesare.  The  fourthe  is  cnriositee, 
with  greet  entente  to  maken  and  appa- 
raillcn  his  mete.  The  flfbhe  is,  for  to  eten 
to  gredily.  /  Thise  been  the  fyve  fingros 
of  the  develes  hand,  by  whiche  he  draweth 
830  folk  to  sinne.  / 

Remedinm  contra  peccatum  Gule. 

§  72.  Agayns  Glotonye  is  the  remedie 
Abstinence,  as  seith  Galien;  bat  that 
holde  I  nat  meritorie,  if  he  do  it  only  for 
the  hele  of  his  body.  Seint  Augnstin 
wole,  that  Abstinence  be  doon  for  vertu 
and  with  pacience.  /  Abstinence,  he 
seith,  islitel  worth,  bnt-if  a  man  have 
good  wil  ther-to,  and  but  it  be  enforced 
hy  pacience  and  by  charitee,  and  that 
men  doon  it  for  godos  sake,  and  in  hope 
to  have  the  blisse  of  hevene.  / 

§  78.  The  felawes  of  Abstinence  been 
Attemperannce,  that  holdeth  the  mene  in 
alle  thinges:  eek  Shame,  that  eschueth 
alle  deshonestee :  Sofiisanoe,  that  soketh 
no  riche  metes  ne  drinkes,  ne  dooth  no 
fors  of  to  outrageous  apparailingo  of 
mete.  /  Mesare  also,  that  rostroyneth  by 
resonn  the  deslavee  appetyt  of  etinge : 
Sobrenesse  also,  that  restre3meth  the 
(760)  outrage  of  drinke :  /  Sparinge  also,  that 
restreyneth  the  delicat  ese  to  sitte  longe 
at  his  mete  and  softely;  wherfore  som 
folk  stonden  of  hir  owene  wil,  to  eten  at 
835  the  lasse  leyser.  / 

Seqnitnr  de  Luxnrla. 

§  74.  After  Glotonye,  thanne  comth 
Locherie  ;  for  thise  two  sinnes  been  so  ny 
cosins,  that  ofte  tyme  they  wol  nat  de- 
parte.  /  God  woot,  this  sinne  is  ftil 
displesaxint  thing  to  god ;  for  he  seyde 
himself,  *  do  no  lecherie.*  And  therfore 
he  pntte  grete  peynes  agayna  this  sinne 
in  the  oldo  lawe.  /  If  womman  thral  were 


taken  in  this  sinne,  she  sholde  be  beten 
with  staves  to  the  deeth.  And  if  she 
were  9  gentil  womman,  she  sholde  bo 
slayn  with  stones.  And  if  she  wero 
a  bisshopxMJS  doghter,  she  sholdo  boon 
brent,  by  goddcs  comandement.  /  For- 
ther  over,  by  the  sinne  of  Lechorio,  god 
dreynte  al  the  world  at  the  diluge.  And 
after  that,  he  brente  fyve  citees  with 
thonder-leyt,  and  sank  hem  in-to  helle.  / 
§  75.  Now  lat  as  speke  thanne  of  thilko 
stinkinge  sinne  of  Locherie  that  men 
depe  Avoatrie  of  wedded  folk,  that  is  to 
seyn,  if  that  oon  of  hem  bo  wedded,  or 
elles  bothe.  /  Seint  John  seith,  that  840 
avoatiers  shaUcn  been  in  helle  in  a  stank 
brenninge  of  fyr  and  of  brimston  ;  in  fyr, 
for  the  lecherie ;  in  brimston,  for  the 
stink  of  hir  ordare.  /  Cortes,  the  brekingo 
of  this  sacrement  is  an  horrible  thing ; 
it  was  maked  of  god  him-self  in  parade's, 
and  conformed  by  Josu  Crist,  as  wit- 
nesseth  seint  Mathew  in  the  gospel : 
*  A  man  shal  leto  fader  and  moder,  and 
taken  him  to  his  wyf,  and  they  shallen 
bo  two  in  o  flesh.'  /  This  sacrement  bi- 
tokneth  the  knittinge  togidro  of  Crist 
and  of  holy  chirche.  /  And  nat  only 
that  god  forbad  avontrie  in  dede,  bat  eek 
he  comanded  that  thou  sholdest  nat 
coveite  thy  neighoborcs  W3rf.  /  In  this  (77o) 
heesto,  seith  seint  Augustin,  is  forboden 
alle  manere  coveitiso  to  doon  lecherie. 
Lo  what  seith  seint  Mathew  in  the  gospel : 
that  *  who-so  sceth  a  womman  to  coveitise 
of  his  lust,  he  hath  doon  lecherie  with  hir 
in  his  herte.'  /  Hero  may  ye  seen  that  845 
nat  only  the  dede  of  this  sinne  is  for- 
boden, but  eek  the  desyr  to  doon  that 
sinne.  /  This  cursed  sinne  anoyeth  gre- 
vousliche  hem  that  it  haunten.  And  first, 
to  hir  soule ;  for  he  oblygeth  it  to  sinne 
and  to  x>eyne  of  deeth  that  is  perdur- 
able./ Un-tothe  body  anoyeth  it  grevoualy 
also,  for  it  dreyeth  him,  and  wasteth, 
and  shent  him,  and  of  his  blood  he  maketh 
sacrifyce  to  the  feend  of  hello  ;  it  wasteth 
his  catel  and  his  substaunce.  /  And 
certes,  if  it  be  a  foul  thing,  a  man  to 
waste  his  catel  on  wommen,  yet  is  it 
a  fouler  thing  whan  that,  for  swidi  ordare, 
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wommen  dispendon  np-on  men  hir  catel 
and  Bubstannce.  /  This  sinne,  as  seith 
the  prophete,  birevoth  man  and  womman 
hir  gode  fame,  and  al  hir  honour ;  and  it 
is  ful  pleasaunt  to  the  devel ;  for  ther-by 
winneth  he  the  moste  partie  of  this 
850  World.  /  And  right  as  a  marchant  de- 
lyt«th  him  most  in  chafCare  that  he  hath 
most  avantage  of,  right  so  delyteth  the 
feend  in  this  ordure.  / 

§  76.  This  is  that  other  hand  of  the 

devel,  with  fyve  fingres,  to  cacche  the 

peple  to  his  vileinye.  /    The  firste  finger 

is  the  fool  lookinge  of  the  fool  womman 

and  of  the  fool  man,  that  sleoth,  right  as 

the  basilicok  sleeth  folk  by  the  venim  of 

his  sighte ;  for  the  coveitise  of  eyen  fol- 

weth  the  coveitise  of  the  herte.  /    The 

seconde  finger  is  the  vileyns  tonchinge  in 

wikkedo    manero ;    and    ther-fore    seith 

Salomon,  that  who-so  toncheth  and  hand- 

leth  a  womman,  he  fareth  lyk  him  that 

handlcth  the  scorpioun  that  stingeth  and 

sodeynly  sleeth  thnrgh  his  enveniminge  ; 

as  who-so  toucheth  warm  pich,  it  shent 

(780)  his  fingres.  /    The  thridde,  is  fonle  wordes, 

that  fareth  lyk  fyr,  that  right  anon  bren- 

855  neth  the  herte.  /     The  fourths  finger  is 

the  kissinge  ;  and  trcwely  he  were  a  greet 

fool  that  wolde  kisso  the  mouth  of  a  bren- 

ninge   oveno   or  of  a  foumeys.  /     And 

more   fooles  boon   they  that    kissen    in 

vileinye  ;  for  that  mouth  is  the  mouth  of 

helle  :   and  namely,  thise  olde  dotardes 

holours,  yet  wol  thoy  kisse,  though  they 

mny  nat  do,  and  smatre  hem.  /     Certes, 

thoy  been  lyk  to  houndes  ;  for  an  hound, 

whan  he  comth  by  the  roser  or  by  othere 

"f-busshes,  though  he -may  nat  pisse,  yet 

wole  lie  hove  up  his  leg  and  make  a  con- 

tenaunco  to  pisse.  /     And  for  that  many 

man  wcneth  that  he  may  nat  sinne,  for 

no  likerousnesse  that  he  doth  with  his  wyf ; 

certes,  that  opinion  is  fals.     God  woot, 

a  man  may  sleen  him-self  with  his  oweno 

knyf,  and  make  him-selven  dronken  of 

his  owene  tonne.  /     Certes,  be  it  wyf,  be 

it  child,  or  any  worldly  thing  that  he 

lovcth  bifom  god,  it  is  his  maumet,  and 

860  he  is  an  ydolastre.  /     Man  sholde  loven 

his  W3rf   by  discreclomi}  paciently  and 


atemprely ;  and  thanne  is  she  as  though 
it  were  his  suster.  /  The  fifthe  finger  of 
the  develes  hand  is  the  stinkinge  dede  of 
Lecherie.  /  Certes,  the  fyve  fingres  of 
Glotonie  the  feend  put  in  the  wombo 
of  a  man,  and  with  hise  fyve  fjmgrea 
of  Lecherie  he  gripeth  him  by  the  reynes, 
for  to  throwen  him  in-to  the  foumeys  of 
helle ;  /  ther-as  they  shul  han  the  fyr 
and  the  wormes  that  evero  shul  lasten, 
and  wepinge  and  wailing^,  sharp  hunger 
and  thurst,  and  grimnesse  of  develes  that 
shuUen  al  to-trede  hem,  with-outen  respit 
and  with-outen  ende.  /  Of  Lecherie,  as  (790)' 
I  seyde,  sourden  diverse  speces  ;  as  fomi- 
cacioun,  that  is  bitwise  man  and  womman 
that  been  nat  maried  ;  and  this  is  deedly 
sinne  and  agayns  nature.  /  Al  that  is  865 
enemy  and  destruccioun  to  nature  is 
agayns  nature.  /  Parfay,  the  resoun  of 
a  man  telloth  eek  him  wel  that  it  is 
deedly  sinne,  for-as-muche  as  god  forbad 
Lecherie.  And  seint  Paul  yoveth  hem 
the  regne,  that  nis  dewe  to  no  wight  but 
to  hem  that  doon  deedly  sinne.  /  Another 
sinne  of  Lecherie  is  to  bireve  a  mayden  of 
hir  mayden  hede ;  for  ho  that  so  dooth, 
certes,  he  casteth  a  mayden  out  of  the 
hyeste  degree  that  is  in  this  present  lyf,/ 
and  bireveth  hir  thilke  precious  fruit 
that  the  book  clepeth  *  the  hundred  fruit.' 
I  ne  can  seye  it  noon  other  weyes  in  Eng- 
lish, but  in  Latin  it  highte  Centesimus 
fmctus.  Certes,  ho  that  so  dooth  is  cause 
of  manye  damages  and  vileinyes,  mo  than 
any  man  can  rekeno ;  right  as  he  som- 
tyme  is  cause  of  alle  damages  that  bestes 
don  in  the  feeld,  that  breketh  the  heggo 
or  the  closure;  thurgh  which  he  de- 
stroyeth  that  may  nat  been  restored.  /  g-o 
For  certes,  na-more  may  maydenhede  be 
restored  than  an  arm  that  is  smiten  fro 
the  body  may  retoume  agayn  to  wexe.  / 
She  may  have  mercy,  this  woot  I  wel,  if 
she  do  penitence ;  but  nevere  shal  it  be 
that  she  nas  corrupt.  /  And  al-be-it  so 
that  I  have  spoken  somwhat  of  Avoutrie, 
it  is  good  to  shewen  mo  perils  that  longcn 
to  Avoutrie,  for  to  eschue  that  foulo 
sinne.  /  Avoutrie  in  Latin  is  for  to  seyn, 
approchinge  of  other  xnaxmes  bed,  thnrgU 
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'which  tho  that  whylom  weren  o  flenh 
(800)  abanndone  hir  bodyes  to  othere  persones./ 
Of  thiB  sinne,  as  seith  the  wyse  man, 
folwen  xnanye  harmes.  First,  brekinge 
of  feith  ;  and  certes,  in  feith  is  the  keye 

875  of  Cristendom./  And  whan  that  feith  is 
broken  and  lorn,  soothly  Cristendom  stant 
yeyn  and  with-oaten  fruit.  /  This  sinne 
is  eek  a  thefte  ;  for  thefle  generally  is  for 
to  reye  a  wight  his  thing  aga3n[is  his 
wille.  /  Certes,  this  is  the  fooleste  thefbe 
that  may  be,  whan  a  womman  steleth  hir 
body  from  hir  housbonde  and  yeveth  it 
to  hire  holour  to  defoalen  hir ;  and  steleth 
hir  soole  fro  Crist,  and  yeveth  it  to  the 
devel.  /  This  is  a  fouler  thefbe,  than  for 
to  breke  a  chirohe  and  stele  the  chalice  ; 
for  thise  ayoutiors  brekeu  the  temple  of 
god  spiritually,  and  stelen  the  vessel  of 
grace,  that  is,  the  body  and  the  soale,  for 
which  Crist  shal  destroyen  hem,  as  seith 
seint  Paul.  /  Soothly  of  this  thefte 
douted  gretly  Joseph,  whan  that  his 
lordes  wyf  preyed  him  of  vileinye,  whan 
he  seyde,  *  lo,  my  lady,  how  my  lord  hath 
take  to  me  under  my  warde  al  that  he 
hath  in  this  world ;  ne  no-thing  of  hise 
thinges  is  out  of  my  power,  but  only  ye 

fWo  that  been  his  wyf.  /  And  how  sholde 
I  thanne  do  this  wikkednesse,  and  sinne 
so  horribly  agayns  god,  and  agayns  my 
lord  ?  God  it  forbede.'  Alias  !  al  to  Utel 
is  swich  trouthe  now  y-founde !  /  The 
thridde  harm  is  the  filthe  thurgh  which 
they  breken  the  comandement  of  god,  and 
defoulen  the  auctour  of  matrimoine,  that 
is  Crist.  /  For  certes,  in-so-muche  as  the 
sacrement  of  mariage  is  so  noble  and  so 
digne,  so  muche  is  it  gretter  sinne  for  to 
breken  it ;  for  god  made  mariage  in 
paradys,  in  the  estaat  of  innocence,  to 
multiplye  man-kinde  to  the  service  of 
,rrod.  /  And  therfore  is  the  brekinge 
thor-of  more  grevous.  Of  which  brekinge 
comen  false  heires  ofte  tyme,  that  wrong- 
fully occupyen  folkes  heritages.  And 
therfore  wol  Crist  putte  hem  out  of  the 
regne  of  hevene,  that  is  heritage  to  gode 
(8 10)  folk.  /  Of  this  brekinge  comth  eek  ofte 
tjone,  that  folk  unwar  wedden  or  sinnen 
with  hir  owene  kinrede;    and  namely 


thilke  harlottes  that  haunten  bordels  of 
thise  fool  wommen,  that  mowe  be  lykned 
to  a  commune  gonge,  where-as  men  purgcn 
hir  ordure.  /  What  seye  we  eek  of  putours  885 
that  liven  by  tho  horrible  sinne  of  puterie, 
and  constreyne  wommen  to  yelden  to 
hem  a  oerteyn  rente  of  hir  bodily  puterie, 
ye,  Bomtyme  of  his  owene  wyf  or  his 
child ;  as  doon  this  baudes  ?  Certes, 
thise  been  cursede  sinnes.  /  Understond 
eek,  that  avoutrie  is  set  gladly  in  the  ten 
comandements  bitwixe  thefbe  and  man- 
slaughtre;  for  it  is  the  gretteste  thefte 
that  may  be  ;  for  it  is  thefte  of  body  and 
of  soule.  /  And  it  is  lyk  to  homicyde ; 
for  it  kervetli  a-two  and  breketh  a-two 
hem  that  first  were  maked  o  flesh,  and 
therfore,  by  the  olde  lawe  of  god,  they 
sholde  be  slayn.  /  But  nathelees,  by  the 
lawe  of  Josu  Crist,  that  is  lawe  of  pitec, 
whan  he  seyde  to  the  womman  that  was 
founden  in  avoutrie,  and  sholde  han  been 
slayn  with  stones,  after  the  wil  of  the 
Jewes,  as  was  hir  lawe  :  *■  Go,'  quod  Jesu 
Crist,  ^  and  have  na-more  wil  to  sinne  ' ; 
or, '  wille  na-more  to  do  sinne. '  /  Soothly, 
the  vengeaunce  of  avoutrie  is  awarded  to 
the  pe3aios  of  belle,  but-if  so  be  that  it  be 
destourbed  by  penitence.  /  Yet  been  ther  890 
mo  speces  of  this  cursed  sinne  ;  as  whan 
that  oon  of  hem  is  religious,  or  elles 
bothe ;  or  of  folk  that  been  entred  in-to 
ordre,  as  subdekne  or  dekne,  or  preest,  or 
hospitallers.  And  evere  the  hyer  that 
he  is  in  ordre,  the  gretter  is  the  sinne.  / 
The  thinges  that  gretly  agreggen  hir 
sinne  is  the  brekinge  of  hir  avow  of 
chastitee,  whan  they  receyved  the  ordre./ 
And  forther-over,'  sooth  is,  that  holy 
ordre  is  chief  of  al  the  tresorie  of  god, 
and  his  esx>ecial  signe  and  mark  of  chas- 
titee ;  to  she  we  that  they  been  joyned  to 
chastitee,  which  that  is  most  precious 
lyf  that  is.  /  And  thise  ordred  folk  been 
specially  tjrtled  to  god,  and  of  the  special 
meynee  of  god ;  for  which,  whan  they 
doon  deedly  sinne,  they  been  the  special 
traytours  of  god  and  of  his  peple ;  for  they 
liven  of  the  peple,  to  preye  for  the  peple, 
and  whyle  they  been  suche  traitours,  hir 
prey ers  availen  nat  to  the  peple.  /  Freestes  (Sao) 
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been  aungeles,  as  by  the  digpiitee  of  hir 
mistorye  ;  but  for  sothe,  seint  Paul  Beith, 
that  *  Sathanaa  transformeth  him  in  an 

895  anngel  of  light'  /  Soothly,  the  preest 
that  hannteth  deedly  sinne,  he  may  be 
lykned  to  the  aungel  of  derknene  trans- 
formed in  the  anngel  of  light ;  he  lemeth 
anngel  of  light,  bnt  for  sothe  he  is  aungel 
of  derknesse.  /  Swicbe  preeetes  been  the 
Bones  of  Helie,  as  shewetk  in  the  book  of 
Kinges,  that  they  weren  the  sones  of 
Belial,  that  is,  the  deveL  /  Belial  is  to 
seyn  *  with-onten  juge ' ;  and  so  faren 
they  ;  hem  thinketh  they  been  free,  and 
han  no  jnge,  na-more  than  hath  a  free 
bole  that  taketh  which  cow  that  him 
lyketh  in  the  tonn.  /  So  faren  they  by 
wommen.  For  right  as  a  free  bole  is 
y-nongh  for  al  a  toun,  right  so  is  a  wikked 
preest  <K>rmpcionn  y-nongh  for  al  a  par- 
isshe,  or  for  al  a  contree.  /  Thise  preestes, 
as  seith  the  book,  ne  conne  nat  the  mis- 
tcrie  of  preesthode  to  the  peple,  ne  god 
ne  knowe  they  nat ;  they  ne  helde  hem 
nat  apayd,  as  seith  the  book,  of  soden 
flesh  that  was  to  hem  offred,  bat  they 

l)oo  toko  by  force  the  flesh  that  is  rawe.  / 
Certes,  so  thise  shrewes  ne  holden  hem 
nat  apayed  of  rosted  flesh  and  sode  flesh, 
with  which  the  peple  fedden  hem  in  greet 
reverence,  bnt  they  wole  have  raw  flesh 
of  folkes  wyves  and  hir  doghtres.  /  And 
certes,  thise  wommen  that  consenten  to 
hir  harlotrie  doon  greet  wrong  to  Orist 
and  to  holy  chirche  and  alle  halwes,  and 
to  alle  soules  ;  for  they  bireven  alle  thise 
him  that  sholde  worshipe  Crist  and  holy 
chirche,  and  preye  for  Cristene  soules.  / 
And  thorfore  han  swiche  preestes,  4Uid 
hir  lemmanes  eek  that  consenten  to  hir 
lecherie,  the  malisoun  of  al  the  court 
Cristen,  til  they  come  to  amendement.  / 
The  thridde  spece  of  avoutrie  is  som-tyme 
bitwixe  a  man  and  his  wyf ;  and  that  is 
whan  they  take  no  reward  in  hir  assem- 
blinge,  but  only  to  hire  fleshly  delyt,  as 
Qyi)  seith  seint  Jerome  ;  /  and  ne  rekken  of 
no-thing  but  that  they  been  assembled ; 
by-cause  that  they  been  maried,  al   is 

po5  good    y-nough,   as    thinketh   to  hem.  / 
But  in  swich  folk  hath  the  devel  power. 


as  seyde  the  aungel  Baphael  to  Thobie ; 
for  in  hir  assemblinge  they  putten  Jesu 
Crist  out  of  hir  herte,  and  yeven  hem-self 
to  alle  ordure.  /  The  fourthe  speoe  is, 
the  assemblee  of  hem  that  been  of  hire 
kinrede,  or  of  hem  that  been  of  oon 
affinitee,  or  elles  with  hem  with  whiohe 
hir  fadres  or  hir  kinrede  han  deled  in  the 
sinne  of  lecherie ;  this  sinne  maketh  hem 
lyk  to  houndes,  that  taken  no  kepe  to 
kinrede.  /  And  certes,  parentele  is  in 
two  maneres,  outher  goostly  or  fleshly ; 
goostly,  as  for  to  delen  with  hise  god- 
sibbes.  /  For  right  so  as  he  that  engen- 
dreth  a  child  is  his  fleshly  £Euier,  right  so 
is  his  godfader  his  £Eider  espiritueL  For 
which  a  womman  may  in  no  lasse  sinne 
assemblen  with  hir  godsib  than  with  hir 
owene  fleshly  brother.  /  The  flfthe  spece 
is  thilke  abhominable  sinne,  of  which 
that  no  man  unnethe  oghte  speke  ne 
wr3^,  nathelees  it  is  openly  reheroed  in 
holy  writ.  /  This  eursednesse  doon  men  910 
and  wommen  in  diverse  entente  and  in 
diverse  manere;  but  though  that  holy 
writ  speke  of  horrible  sinne,  certes,  holy 
writ  may  nat  been  defouled,  na-more 
than  the  Sonne  that  shyneth  onthemixen./ 
Another  sinne  aperteneth  to  lecherie, 
that  comth  in  slepinge;  and  this  sinne 
oometh  ofte  to  hem  that  been  maydenee, 
and  eek  to  hem  that  been  corrupt ;  and 
this  sinne  men  olepen  pollucioun,  that 
comth  in  foure  maneres.  /  Somtyme,  of 
langnissinge  of  body;  for  the  humours 
been  to  ranke  and  habundaunt  in  the 
body  of  man.  Somtjone  of  infermetee; 
for  the  feblesse  of  the  vertu  retentif,  as 
phisik  maketh  menoioun.  Somtyme,  for 
surfeet  of  mete  and  drinke.  /  And  som- 
tyme of  vilejms  thoghtes,  that  been  en- 
closed in  mannes  minde  whan  he  goth  to 
slepe;  which  may  nat  been  with-oute 
sinne.  For  which  men  moste  kepen  hem 
wysely,  or  elles  may  men  sinnen  ftil  gre- 
vously.  /  (8^0) 

Remedimn  contra  peccatttm  Lnzurie. 

§  77.  Now  comth  the  remedie  agayns 
Lecherie,  and  that  is,  generally,  Chastitee 
and  Continence,  that  reatreyneth.  alle  the 
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d(MK>rdeyne6  znoevinges  that  comen  of 
f;i5  fleshly  talentes.  /  And  overe  tho  gretter 
merite  shal  he  han,  that  most  restreyneth 
the  wikkede  eschanfinges  of  the  ordare 
of  this  sinne.  And  this  is  in  two  maneres, 
that  is  to  sejm,  chastitee  in  mariage,  and 
chastitee  in  widwehode.  /  Now  shaltow 
tinderstonde,  that  matrimoine  is  leefftd 
assemblinge  of  man  and  of  womman,  that 
reoeyven  by  yerta  of  the  sacremont  the 
bond,  thorgh  which  they  may  nat  be 
departed  in  al  hir  lyf,  that  is  to  seyn, 
whyl  that  they  liven  bothe.  /  This,  as 
seith  the  book,  is  a  ful  greet  sacrement. 
God  maked  it,  as  I  have  seyd,  in  paradys, 
and  wolde  him-self  be  bom  in  manage.  / 
And  for  to  halwen  manage,  he  was  at 
a  weddinge,  where-as  he  tamed  water 
in-to  wyn ;  which  was  the  firste  miracle 
that  he  wrc^hte  in  erthe  bifom  hise  dis- 
ciples. /  Trewe  effect  of  mariage  denseth 
fomicacioon  and  replenisseth  holy  chirche 
of  good  linage ;  for  that  is  the  ende  of 
mariage ;  and  it  channgeth  deedly  sinne 
in-to  venial  sinne  bitwize  hem  that  been 
y-wedded,  and  maketh  the  hertes  al  oon 
of  hem  that  been  y-wedded,  as  wel  as  the 
920  bodies.  /  This  is  verray  mariage,  that 
was  establissed  by  god  er  that  sinne  bigan, 
whan  natorel  la  we  was  in  his  right  point 
in  paradjrs ;  and  it  was  ordejrned  that  o 
man  sholde  have  bat  o  womman,  and 
o  womman  bat  o  man,  as  seith  seint 
Angastin,  by  manye  resoons.  / 

§  78.  First,  for  mariage  is  figured  bi- 
twixe  Crist  and  holy  chirche.  And  that 
other  is,  for  a  man  is  heved  of  a  womman  ; 
algate,  by  ordinaance  it  sholde  be  so.  / 
For  if  a  womman  had  mo  men  than  oon, 
thanne  sholde  she  have  mo  hevedes  than 
oon,  and  that  were  an  horrible  thing 
bifom  god ;  and  eek  a  womman  ne  mighte 
nat  plese  to  many  folk  at  ones.  And  also 
ther  ne  sholde  nevere  be  pees  ne  reste 
amonges  hem ;  for  everich  wolde  axen 
his  owene  thing.  /  And  forther-over,  no 
man  no  sholde  knowe  his  owene  engen- 
drure,  ne  who  sholde  have  his  heritage  ; 
and  the  womman  sholde  been  the  lasse 
biloved,  fro  the  time  that  she  were  oon- 
(850)  joynt  to  many  men.  / 


§  79.  Now  comth,  how  that  a  man 
sholde  here  him  with  his  wyf;  and 
namely,  in  two  thinges,  that  is  to  sejrn  in 
saffraonoe  and  reverence,  as  shewed  Crist 
whan  he  made  first  womman.  /  For  he  935 
ne  made  hir  nat  of  the  heved  of  Adam, 
for  she  sholde  nat  dayme  to  greet  lord- 
shipe.  /  For  ther-as  the  wommai  hath 
the  maistrie,  she  maketh  to  mache 
desray;  ther  neden  none  ensamples  of 
th  is.  The  experience  of  day  by  day  <^hte 
safiyse.  /  Also  certes,  god  ne  made  nat 
womman  of  the  foot  of  Adam,  for  she  ne 
sholde  nat  been  holden  to  lowe ;  for  she 
can  nat  paciently  saffre :  bat  god  made 
womman  of  the  rib  of  Adam,  for  womman 
sholde  be  felawe  an-to  man.  /  Man  sholde 
here  him  to  his  wyf  in  feith,  in  troathe, 
and  in  love,  as  seith  seint  Paal :  that 
*a  man  sholde  loven  his  wyf  as  Crist 
loved  holy  chirche,  that  loved  it  so  wel 
that  he  deyde  for  it.'  So  sholde  a  man 
for  his  wyf,  if  it  were  nede.  / 

§  80.  Now  how  that  a  womman  sholdo 
be  sabget  to  hir  hoasbonde,  that  telleth 
seint  Peter.  First,  in  obedience.  /  And  930 
eek,  as  seith  the  decree,  a  womman  that 
is  a  wyf,  as  longe  as  she  is  a  wyf,  she  hath 
noon  aactoritee  to  swere  no  here  witnesse 
with-oate  love  of  hir  hoasbonde,  that  is 
hir  lord;  algate,  he  sholde  be  so  by 
resoan.  /  She  sholdo  oek  serven  him  in 
alle  honestee,  and  been  attempree  of  hir 
array.  I  wot  wol  that  they  sholde  setten 
hir  entente  to  plesen  hir  housbondes,  bat 
nat  by  hir  qaeyntise  of  array.  /  Seint 
Jerome  seith,  that  wyves  that  been  ap- 
parailled  in  silk  and  in  precioas  parpre 
ne  mowe  nat  clothen  hem  in  Jesa  Crist. 
What  seith  seint  John  eek  in  this  matere?/ 
Seint  Gregorie  eek  seith,  that  no  wight 
seketh  precioas  array  bat  only  for  veyne 
glorie,  to  been  honoarod  the  more  bifom 
the  peple.  /  It  is  a  greet  folye,  a  womman  (860) 
to  have  a  fair  array  oatward  and  in  hir- 
self  be  foal  inward.  /  A  wyf  sholde  eek  935 
be  mesarable  in  lokingo  and  in  beringe 
and  in  laagliinge,  and  discreet  in  alle  hir 
wordes  and  hir  dedes.  /  And  aboven  alio 
worldly  thing  she  sholde  loven  hir  hoas- 
bonde with  al  hir  herte,  and  to  him  be 
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trewe  of  hir  body ;  /  bo  abolde  an  hotu- 
*  bondo  eck  bo  to  his  wyf.  For  sith  that  al 
the  body  is  the  honsbondes,  so  sholde  hir 
herte  been,  or  elles  ther  is  bitwixe  hem 
two,  as  in  that,  no  parfit  mariage.  / 
Thanno  shal  men  tmderstonde  that  for 
throe  thingos  a  man  and  his  wjrf  fleshly 
mowen  assemble.  The  firste  is  in  entente 
of  engendmre  of  children  to  the  servioe 
of  god,  for  ccrtes  that  is  the  cause  fynal 
of  matrimoine.  /  Another  cause  is,  to 
yelden  everich  of  hem  to  other  the  dette 
of  hir  bodies,  for  neither  of  hem  hath 
power  over  his  owone  body.  The  thridde 
is,  for  to  oschewe  lecherye  and  yileinye. 
940  The  ferthe  is  for  sothe  deedly  sinne.  / 
As  to  the  firste,  it  is  meritorie;  the 
scconde  also ;  for,  as  seith  the  decree,  that 
she  hath  merite  of  chastitee  that  yeldeth 
to  hir  hoQsbonde  the  detto  of  hir  body, 
yo,  though  it  be  aga3m  hir  lykinge  and 
the  lust  of  hir  herte./  The  thridde 
mancre  is  venial  sinne,  and  trewely  scarsly 
may  ther  any  of  thise  be  with-oute  venial 
sinne,  for  the  comipcion  and  for  the 
delyt.  /  The  fourthe  manere  is  for  to 
understonde,  if  they  assemble  only  for 
amorous  love  and  for  noon  of  the  for- 
seyde  causes,  but  for  to  acoomplioe  thilke 
brenninge  dolyt,  they  rekke  nevere  how 
ofto,  sothly  it  is  deedly  sinne ;  and  yet, 
with  sorwo,  somme  folk  wol  j)eynen  hem 
more  to  doon  than  to  hir  appetyt  snf- 
fysoth.  / 

§  81.  The  seconde  manere  of  chastitee 
is  for  to  been  a  clene  widewe,  and  esohuo 
the  embracinges  of  man,  and  desyren  the 
(870)  embracingo  of  Jesu  Crist.  /  Thise  been 
tho  that  han  been  wyves  and  han  forgoon 
liir  housbondos,  and  eek  wommen  that 
han  doon  locherio  and  been  releeved  hy 
945  Penitence.  /  And  certes,  if  that  a  vryf 
coude  kepen  hir  al  chaast  by  licence  of 
hir  housbonde,  so  that  she  yeve  nevere 
noon  occasion  that  he  agilte,  it  were  to 
hire  a  greet  merite.  /  Thise  manere 
wommen  that  obsorven  chastitee  moste 
be  clone  in  herte  as  well  as  in  body  and 
in  thoght,  and  mesurable  in  clothinge 
and  in  contenaunce ;  and  been  abstinent 
in  otlnge  and  dnnkinge,  in  spekinge,  and 


in  dede.  They  been  the  vessel  or  tho 
boyste  of  the  blissed  Magdalene,  that 
fulfilleth  holy  chirche  of  good  odour.  / 
The  thridde  manere  of  chastitee  is  %'ir- 
ginitee,  and  it  bihoveth  that  she  be  holy 
in  herte  and  clone  of  body;  thanne  is 
she  spouse  to  Jesu  Crist,  and  she  is  tho 
lyf  of  angeles.  /  She  is  the  preisinge  of 
this  world,  and  she  is  as  thise  martirs  in 
egalitee ;  she  hath  in  hir  that  tonge  may 
nat  telle  ne  herte  thinke.  Yirginitee  baar 
ouro  lord  Jesu  Crist,  and  virgine  was 
him-selve.  /  95" 

§  82.  Another  remedie  agi^ns  Lecherie 
is,  8i>ecially  to  withdrawen  swiohe  thinges 
as  yeve  occasion  to  thilke  vileinye;  as 
ese,  etinge  and  drinkingo;  for  certes, 
whan  the  pot  boyleth  strongly,  the  beste 
remedie  is  to  withdrawe  the  fyr.  /  Slep- 
inge  longe  in  g^reet  quiete  is  eek  a  greet 
norice  to  Lecherie.  / 

§  83.  Another  remedie  agayns  Lecherie 
is,  that  a  man  or  a  womman  eschue  the 
companye  of  hem  by  whiche  he  douteth 
to  be  tempted;  for  al-be-it  so  that  the 
dede  is  withstonden,  yet  is  ther  greet 
temptaoioun.  /  Soothly  a  whyt  wal,  al- 
though it  ne  brenne  noght  ftilly  by 
stikinge  of  a  candele,  yet  is  the  wal  blak 
of  the  leyt.  /  Ful  ofte  tyme  I  redo,  that  (880) 
no  man  truste  in  his  owene  perfeodoun, 
but  he  be  stronger  than  Sampson,  and 
holier  than  -)' David,  and  wyser  than 
Salomon.  /  955 

§  84.  Now  after  that  I  have  declared 
yow,  as  I  can,  tho  sovene  deedly  sinnes, 
and  somme  of  hir  braunches  and  hir  reme- 
dies, soothly,  if  I  coude,  I  wolde  telle 
yow  the  ten  oomandoments.  /  But  so 
heigh  a  doctrine  I  lete  to  divines.  Kathe- 
lees,  I  hope  to  god  they  been  touched  in 
this  tretice,  everich  of  hem  alle.  / 

De  Confeasione. 

§  85.  Now  for-as-muohe  as  the  second 
I>artie  of  Penitence  stant  in  Confessionn 
of  mouth,  as  I  bigan  in  the  finte  ohapitre, 
I  seye,  seint  Augustin  seith:/  sinne  is 
every  word  and  every  dede,  and  al  that 
men  coveiten  agajm  the  lawa  of  Jesu 


712 


^$e  tanittiutji  ^fee. 


[t.  $$  86,  87. 


Crist ;  and  this  is  for  to  sinne  in  herte,  in 
mouth,  and  in  dede,  by  thy  fyve  wittes, 
that  been  sighte,  heringe,  smellinge,  tast- 
inge  or  savonringo,  and  felinge.  /  Now 
is  it  good  to  nnderstonde  that  that 
960  agreggeth  mnchel  every  sinne.  /  Thou 
shalt  considere  what  thou  art  that  doost 
the  sinne,  whether  thou  be  male  or 
femele,  yong  or  old,  gentil  or  thral,  free 
or  servant,  hool  or  syk,  wedded  or  sengle, 
ordred  or  unordred,  wys  or  fool,  clerk  or 
Boculer ;  /  if  she  be  of  thy  kinrede,  bodily 
or  goostly,  or  noon ;  if  any  of  thy  kinrede 
have  sinned  with  hir  or  noon,  and  manye 
mo  thinges.  / 

§  86.  Another  circumstaunce  is  this ; 
whether  it  be  doon  in  fomicaoioun,  or  in 
avoutrie,  or  noon ;  incest,  or  noon ;  may- 
den,  or  noon  ;  in  manere  of  homicyde,  or 
noon  ;  horrible  grete  sinnes,  or  smale ; 
and  how  longe  thou  hast  continued  in 
sinne.  /  The  thridde  circumstaunce  is 
the  place  ther  thou  hast  do  sinne ;  whether 
in  other  mennes  hous  or  in  thyn  owene  ; 
in  feeld  or  in  chirohe,  or  in  chirche-hawe ; 
>  890)  in  chirche  dedicat,  or  noon.  /  For  if  the 
chirche  be  halwed,  and  man  or  womman 
spille  his  kinde  in-with  that  place  by  wey 
of  sinne,  or  by  wikked  temptacion,  the 
chirche  is  entredited  til  it  be  reconciled 
</$  by  the  bishop ;  /  and  the  preest  that  dide 
swich  a  vileinye,  to  terme  of  al  his  lyf,  he 
sholde  na-more  singe  masse ;  and  if  he 
dide,  he  sholde  doon  deedly  sinne  at 
every  tyme  that  he  so  songe  masse.  /  The 
fourthe  circumstaunce  is,  by  whiohe 
mediatours  or  by  whiche  messagers,  as 
for  entycement,  or  for  consentement  to 
here  companye  with  felaweshipe ;  for 
many  a  wrecche,  for  to  here  companye, 
wil  go  to  the  devel  of  helle.  /  Wher-fore 
they  that  eggen  or  consenten  to  the  sinne 
been  parteners  of  the  sinne,  and  of  the 
dampnacioun  of  the  sinner.  /  The  fifkhe 
circumstaunce  is,  how  manye  tymes  that 
he  hath  sinned,  if  it  be  in  his  minde,  and 
how  ofbe  that  he  hath  falle.  /  For  he 
that  ofte  falleth  in  sinne,  he  despiseth 
the  mercy  of  god,  and  encreesseth  his 
sinne,  and  is  unkinde  to  Crist ;  and  he 
wexoth  the   more  feble   to   withstonde 


sinne,  and  sinneth  the  more  lightly,  /  970 
and  the  latter  aryseth,  and  is  the  more 
eschew  for  to  shryven  him,  namely,  to 
him  that  is  his  confessour.  /  For  which 
that  folk,  whan  they  falle  agayn  in  hir 
olde  folies,  outher  they  forleten  hir  olde 
oonfessonrs  al  outrely,  or  elles  they  de- 
parten  hir  shrift  in  diverse  places ;  but 
soothly,  swich  departed  shrift  deserveth 
no  mercy  of  god  of  hise  sinnes.  /  The 
sixte  circumstaunce  is,  why  that  a  man 
sinneth,  as  by  whiche  temptacioun  ;  and 
if  him-self  procure  thilke  temptacioun, 
or  by  the  excytingo  of  other  folk ;  or  if 
he  sinne  with  a  womman  by  force,  or  by 
hir  owene  assent ;  /  or  if  the  womman, 
maugree  hir  heed,  hath  been  afforced,  or 
noon ;  this  shal  she  telle ;  for  coveitise, 
or  for  poverte,  and  if  it  was  hir  procuringe, 
or  noon  ;  and  swiche  manere  hameys.  /  (900) 
The  seventhe  circumstaunce  is,  in  what 
manere  he  hath  doon  his  sinne,  or  how 
that  she  hath  suffred  that  folk  han  doon 
to  hir.  /  And  the  same  shal  the  man  975 
telle  pleynly,  with  alle  circumstaunces ; 
and  whether  he  hath  sinned  with  comuno 
bordel-wommen,  or  noon ;  /  or  doon  his 
sinne  in  holy  tymes,  or  noon  ;  in  fasting- 
tymes,  or  noon ;  or  bifom  his  shrifte,  or 
after  his  latter  shrifte ;  /  and  hath,  per- 
aventure,  broken  ther-fore  his  i>enance 
enjoyned ;  by  whos  help  and  whos  conseil ; 
by  sorcerie  or  craft ;  al  moste  be  told.  / 
Alle  thise  thinges,  after  that  they  been 
grete  or  smale,  eng^ggen  the  conscience 
of  man.  And  eek  the  preest  that  is  thy 
juge,  may  the  bettre  been  avysed  of  his 
jugement  in  yevinge  of  thy  penaunce, 
and  that  is  after  thy  contrlcioun.  /  For 
understond  wel,  that  after  tyme  that 
a  man  hath  defouled  his  baptesme  by 
sinne,  if  he  wole  come  to  salvacioun,  ther 
is  noon  other  wey  but  by  i>enitence  and 
shrifte  and  satisfaccioun  ;  /  and  namely  980 
by  the  two,  if  ther  be  a  confessour  to 
which  he  may  shryven  him;  and  the 
thridde.  if  he  have  lyf  to  i>arfoumen 
it./ 

§  87.  Thanne  shal  man  looke  and  con- 
sidere, that  if  he  wole  maken  a  trewe  and 
a  profitable  oonfessioim,  ther  moste  b« 


T.  $  88.] 


I.    Z^i  ^er0one0  t^fe. 


713 


foture  condicionnfl.  /    "Fint^  it  moot  been 
in  sorwefiil  bittomesse  of  hertOf  as  aeyde 
tbe  king  Ezekias  to  god  :  '  I  wol  remem- 
bro  mo  alio  the  yeres  of  my  lyf  in  bitter- 
nosse  of  myn  herte.'  /    This  condioioiin 
of  bittemesso  hath  fyve  signes.    The  flxste 
is,  that  confossioon  moste  be  shamefttst, 
nat  for  to  covere  ne  hyden  his  sinne,  for 
ho  hath  agilt  his  god  and  defoolod  his 
(910)  soole.  /    Andher-of  seithseintAugnstin: 
'  the  horte  travailleth  for  shame  of  his 
sinno ' ;  and  for  ho  hath  greet  shamefast- 
nessc,  ho  is  digne  to  havo  greet  mercy  of 
9S5  g<Hl.  /    Swich  was  the  confession  of  the 
publican,  that  wolde  nat  heven  np  hise 
oyen  to  hevcne,  for  he  hadde  offended  god 
of  hevono ;  for  which  shamefastnesse  he 
hadde  anon  the  mercy  of  god.  /    And 
ther-of  seith  seint  Angostin,  that  swich 
shamefast  folk  been  next  foryevenesse  and 
remissioun.  /    Another  signe  is  hnmilitee 
in  confessionn ;  of  which  seith  seint  Peter, 
*  Homblcth  yow  under  the  might  of  god.' 
The  hond  of  god  is  mighty  in  confession, 
for  thor-by  god  for^'evoth  thee  thy  sinnes ; 
for  he  allone  hath  the  power.  /    And  this 
humiliteo  shal  been  in  herte,  and  in  signe 
outward ;  for  right  as  he  hath  hnmilitee 
to  god  in  his  herte,  right  so  sholde  he 
humble  his  body  outward  to  the  preest 
that  sit  in  goddos  place.  /     For  which  in 
no  manerc,  sith  that  Crist  is  sovoreyn 
and    the   preest    mono   and    mediatoor 
bitwixo  Crist  and  the  sinnore,  and  the 
990  sinnero  is  tho  laste  by  wey  of  resoun,  / 
thanne  sholde  nat  the  sinnore  sitte  as 
heigho  as  his  confessour,  but  knele  bifom 
him  or  at  his  feet,  but-if  malodie  destourbe 
it.    For  he  shal  nat  taken  kope  who  sit 
there,  but  in  whos  place  that  ho  sitteth.  / 
A  man  that  hath  trespased  to  a  lord,  and 
comth  for  to  axe  mercy  and  maken  his 
acconl,  and  set  him  doun  anon  by  tho 
lord,  men  woldo  holden  him  outrageous, 
and  nat  worthy  so  sone  for  to  have  remis- 
sioun ne  mercy.  /     The  thridde  signe  is, 
how  that  thy  shriit  sholde  be  fol  of  teres, 
if  man  may ;  and  if  man  may  nat  wepe 
with  hise  bodily  eyen,  lat  him  wepe  in 
herte./    Swich  was    the    confession   of 
seint  Peter;    for  after  that   he   hadde 


forsake  Jesa  Crist,  he  wente  oat  and 
weep  ftd  bitterly.  /  The  foorthe  signe  is,  (920) 
that  he  ne  lette  nat  for  shame  to  shewen 
his  confessioon./  Swich  was  the  con*  995 
fessionn  of  the  Magdelene,  that  ne  spared, 
for  no  shame  of  hem  that  weren  atte 
foste,  fbr  to  go  to  onre  lord  Jesn  Crist  and 
biknowe  to  him  hir  sinnes.  /  The  flfthe 
signe  is,  that  a  man  or  a  womman  be 
obeisant  to  reoeyven  the  penaonoe  that 
him  is  enjoyned  for  hise  sinnes ;  foroertes 
Jesn  Crist,  for  the  giLtes  of  a  man,  was 
obedient  to  the  deeth.  / 

§  88.  The  seoonde  condioion  of  Torray 
confession  is,  that  it  be  hastily  doon ;  for 
certes,  if  a  man  hadde  a  deedly  wounde, 
evere  the  longer  that  he  taried  to  warissho 
him-self,  the  more  wolde  it  oormpte  and 
haste  him  to  his  deeth;  and  eek  the 
wounde  wolde  be  the  wors  for  to  hole.  / 
And  right  so  fareth  sinne,  that  longe 
tyme  is  in  a  man  unshewed.  /  Certes,  a 
man  oghte  hastily  shewen  hise  sinnes  for 
manjre  causes ;  as  for  drede  of  deeth,  that 
Cometh  ofbe  sodenly,  and  is  in  no  cert<^im 
what  tyme  it  shal  be,  ne  in  what  place ; 
and  eek  the  drecchinge  of  o  synne  draweth 
in  another ;  /  and  eek  the  longer  that  he  1000 
tarieth,  the  ferther  he  is  fro  Crist.  And 
if  he  abyde  to  his  laste  day,  scaisly  may 
he  shryven  him  or  remembre  him  of  hise 
sinnes,  or  repenten  him,  for  the  grevoos 
maladie  of  his  deeth.  /  And  for-as-mnche 
OS  ho  ne  hath  nat  in  his  lyf  herkned  Jesn 
Crist,  whanne  he  hath  spoken,  he  shal 
crye  to  Jesu  Crist  at  his  laste  day,  and 
scorsly  wol  he  herkne  him.  /  And  under- 
stond  that  this  condicioun  moste  han 
foure  thinges.  Thy  shrift  moste  be  pur- 
veyed bifore  and  avysed;  for  wikked 
haste  doth  no  profit;  and  that  a  man 
conne  shryve  him  of  hise  sinnes,  be  it  of 
pryde,  or  of  en\'ye,  and  so  forth  of  the 
speces  and  circumstances ;  /  and  that  ha 
have  comprehended  in  his  minde  the 
nombre  and  the  greetneese  of  hise  sinnes, 
and  how  longo  that  he  hath  leyn  in 
sinne ;  /  and  eek  that  he  be  contrit  of  (930) 
hise  sinnes,  and  in  stedefast  purpos,  by 
the  grace  of  god,  nevere  eft  to  falle  in 
sinne ;  and  eek  that  he  drede  and  ooontre- 
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waite  him-gelff  that  he  flee  the  occasionns 

KW5  of  sinne  to  whiche  he  is  onclyned.  /  Also 
thou  shalt  shryve  thee  of  alle  thy  aiimes 
to  o  man,  and  nat  a  parcel  to  o  man  and 
a  parcel  to  another;  that  is  to  nnder- 
stonde,  in  entente  to  departe  thy  confes- 
sioun  as  for  shame  or  drede ;  for  it  nis  bnt 
stranglingo  of  thy  soole.  /  For  certes, 
Jesn  Crist  is  ontierly  al  good ;  in  him  nis 
noon  inperfecoionn ;  and  therfore  outher 
he  foryeveth  al  parfitly  or  never  a  deel.  / 
I  seye  nat  that  if  thoa  be  assigned  to  the 
I)enitauncer  for  certein  sinne,  that  thon 
art  bonnde  to  shewon  liim  al  the  reme- 
nannt  of  thy  sinnes,  of  whiche  thon  hast 
be  shriven  to  thy  curat,  but-if  it  lyke  to 
thee  of  thyn  humilitee ;  this  is  no  de- 
partinge  of  shrifte.  /  Ne  I  seye  nat, 
ther-as  I  speke  of  divisionn  of  confessionn, 
that  if  thou  have  lycence  for  to  shryve 
thee  to  a  discreet  and  an  honeste  preest, 
where  thee  lyketh,  and  by  lycence  of  thy 
carat,  that  thou  ne  mayst  wel  shryve 
thee  to  him  of  alle  thy  sinnes.  /  Bat  lat 
no  blotte  be  bihinde ;  lat  no  sinne  been 
antold,    as    fer    as    thoa    hast    remem- 

1010  braance.  /  And  whan  thoa  shalt  be 
shriven  to  thy  carat,  telle  him  eek  alio 
the  sinnes  that  thoa  hast  doon  sin  thoa 
were  last  y-shriven ;  this  is  no  wikked 
entente  of  divisionn  of  shrifte.  / 

§  89.  Also  the  verray  shrifte  axeth 
oertcino  condicioans.  First,  that  thoa 
shr3rve  thee  by  thy  free  wil,  noght  con- 
streyned,  ne  for  shame  of  folk,  ne  for 
maladie,  ne  swiche  thinges ;  for  it  is 
resoan  that  he  that  trespasseth  by  his 
free  wil,  that  by  his  free  wil  he  confesse 
his  trespas ;  /  and  that  noon  other  man 
telle  his  sinne  bat  he  him-self,  ne  he  shal 
nat  nayte  ne  donye  his  sinne,  no  wratthe 
him  agayn  the  preest  for  his  amonestinge 
to  leve  sinne.  /  The  seconde  condioioun 
is,  that  thy  shrifb  be  lawefal ;  that  is  to 
seyn,  that  thoa  that  shiyvcst  thee,  and 
eek  the  preest  that  hereth  thy  oonfessionn, 

(940)  been  verraily  in  the  feith  of  holy  chirche ;  / 
and  that  a  man  ne  be  nat  despeired  of  the 

1015  mercy  of  Jesn  Crist,  as  Caym  or  Jadas.  / 
And  eek  a  man  moot  aooosen  him-self  of 
his  owene  trespas,  and  nat  another ;  bat 


he  shal  blame  and  wyten  him-self  and 
his  owene  malice  of  his  sinne,  and  noon 
other ;  /  bnt  nathelees,  if  that  another 
man  be  occasioan  or  entycer  of  his  sinne, 
or  the  estaat  of  a  persono  bo  swich  thorgh 
which  his  sinne  is  agregged,  or  elles  that 
he  may  nat  pleynly  shryven  him  bnt  he 
telle  the  persone  with  which  he  hath 
sinned ;  thanne  may  he  telle ;  /  so  that 
his  entente  ne  be  nat  to  bakbyte  the 
persone,  bat  only  to  declaren  his  con- 
fessioan.  / 

§  90.  Thoa  ne  shalt  nat  eek  make  no 
lesingos  in  thy  confrasioan  ;  forhamiliteo, 
per-aventare,  to  seyn  that  thoa  hast  doon 
sinnes  of  whiche  that  thon  were  nevere 
gilty.  /  For  seint  Angustin  seith  :  if 
thoa,  by  caase  of  thyn  humilitee,  makesi 
lesinges  on  thy-self,  though  thou  ne  were 
nat  in  sinne  bifom,  yet  artow  thanne  in 
sinne  thurgh  thy  lesinges.  /  Thou  most  loao 
eek  showe  thy  sinne  by  thyn  owene  propro 
mouth,  but  thou  be  wexe  doumb,  and  nat 
by  no  lettre  ;  for  thou  that  hast  doon  the 
sinne,  thou  shalt  liave  the  shame  therfore.  / 
Thou  shalt  nat  eek  peynte  thy  confessioun 
by  faire  subtile  wordes,  to  covcre  the  more 
thy  sinne ;  for  thanne  bigylcstow  thy-self 
and  nat  the  preest ;  thou  most  tellen  it 
pleynly,  be  it  nevere  so  foul  ne  so  horri- 
ble. /  Thou  shalt  eek  shryve  thee  to  a 
preest  that  is  discreet  to  conseille  thee, 
and  eek  thou  shalt  nat  shryve  thee  for 
veyno  glorie,  ne  for  ypocrisye,  ne  for  no 
cause,  bnt  only  for  the  doute  of  Jesu  Crist 
and  the  hele  of  thy  soule.  /  Thou  shalt 
nat  eek  renne  to  the  preest  sodeynly,  to 
tellen  him  lightly  thy  sinne,  as  who-so 
telleth  a  jape  or  a  tale,  but  avyscly  and 
with  greet  devocioun.  /  And  generally,  (950) 
sluyve  thee  ofte.  If  thou  ofte  falle,  ofte 
thou  aryse  by  confessioun.  /  And  thogh  1035 
thou  shryve  thee  ofter  than  ones  of  sinne, 
of  which  thou  hast  be  shriven,  it  is  the 
more  merite.  And,  as  seith  seint  Aogns- 
tin,  thoa  shalt  have  the  more  lightly 
relesing  and  grace  of  god,  bothe  of  sinne 
and  of  peyne.  /  And  oertes,  ones  a  jrere 
atte  leeste  wcy  it  is  lawefal  for  to  been 
housled ;  for  oertes  ones  a  yere  alle  thinges 
renovellen.  /  ' 
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Explicit  secunda  pars  PenitencJe ;  et 
seqnitnr  tercia  pars  eiusdem,  de  Satis- 
faccione. 

§  91.  Now  have  I  told  yoa  of  verray 
Confessionn,  that  is  the  seconde  partie  of 
Penitence.  / 

The  thridde  partie  of  Penitence  is 
Satisfaccionn  ;  and  that  stant  most  gene> 
rally  in  almesse  and  in  bodily  -peyne.  / 
Now  been  ther  three  manere  of  almesses ; 
contricion  of  herte,  where  a  man  offireth 
himself  to  god ;  another  is,  to  han  pitee 
of  defaute  of  hise  neighebores ;  and  the 
thridde  is,  in  yevinge  of  good  conseil 
goostly  and  bodily,  where  men  han  nede, 
and  namely  in  sostenannce  of  mannes 

1030  fode.  /  And  tak  keep,  that  a  man  hath 
need  of  thise  thinges  generally  ;  he  hath 
need  of  fode,  he  hath  nede  of  clothing, 
and  herberwe,  ho  hath  nede  of  charitable 
conseil,  and  visitinge  in  prisone  and  in 
maladie,  and  sepulture  of  his  dede  body.  / 
And  if  thon  mayst  nat  visite  the  nedefol 
with  thy  persone,  visite  him  by  thy 
message  and  by  thy  yifles.  /  Thise  been 
generally  almesses  or  werkes  of  charitee 
of  hem  that  han  temporel  richesses  or 
discreciotin  in  conseilinge.  Of  thise 
werkes  shaltow  heren  at  the  day  of 
dome.  / 

§  92.  Thise  almesses  shaltow  doon  of 
thyne  oweno  propre  thinges,  and  hastily, 

(960)  and  prively  if  thou  mayst ;  /  but  nathe- 
lees,  if  thou  majrst  nat  doon  it  prively, 
thou  shalt  nat  forbere  to  doon  almease 
though  men  seen  it ;  so  that  it  be  nat 
doon  for  thank  of  the  world,  but  only  for 

1053  tliank  of  Jesu  Crist.  /  For  as  witnesseth 
scint  Mathew,  capitulo  quinto,  'A  citee 
may  nat  been  hid  that  is  set  on  a  mon- 
tayno ;  ne  men  lighto  nat  a  lanteme  and 
put  it  under  a  busshel ;  but  men  sette  it 
on  a  candle-stikke,  to  yeve  light  to  the 
men  in  the  hous.  /  Bight  so  shal  youre 
light  lighten  bifore  men,  that  they  may 
seen  youre  gode  werkes,  and  glori£e  youre 
fader  that  is  in  hevene.'  / 

§  98.  Now  as  to  speken  of  bodily  peyne,  it 
stant  in  preycres,  in  wakinges,  in  fastinges, 
in  vertuouse  techinges  of  orisouns.  /  And 
ye  shul  understonde,  that  orisouns  or 


preyeres  is  for  to  seyn  a  pitous  wil  of 
herte,  that  redresseth  it  in  god  and 
expresseth  it  by  word  outward,  to  re- 
moeven  harmes  and  to  han  thinges  espiri- 
tuel  and  durable,  and  somtjrme  temporel 
thinges;  of  whiche  orisouns,  certes,  in 
the  orisoun  of  the  Pater-noster^  hath  Jesu 
Crist  enclosed  most  thinges.  /  Certes,  it 
is  privileged  of  three  thinges  in  his  dig- 
nitee,  for  which  it  is  more  digne  than 
any  other  preyere ;  for  that  Jesu  Crist 
him-self  maked  it ;  /  and  it  is  short,  for  it  1040 
sholde  be  coud  the  more  lightly,  and  for 
to  withholden  it  the  more  esily  in  herte. 
and  helpen-  him-self  the  ofter  with  the 
orisoun ;  /  and  for  a  man  sholde  be  the 
lasse  wery  to  seyen  it,  and  for  a  man  may 
nat  excusen  him  to  leme  it,  it  is  so  short 
and  so  e^ ;  and  for  it  comprehendeth  in 
it-self  alle  gode  preyerea  /  The  exposi- 
cioun  of  this  holy  preyere,  that  is  so 
excellent  and  digne,  I  bitake  to  thise 
maistres  of  theologie ;  save  thus  muchel 
wol  I  seyn  :  that,  whan  thou  prayest  that 
god  sholde  foryeve  thee  thy  giltes  as  thou 
foryevest  hem  that  agilten  to  thee,  be  ful 
wel  war  that  thou  be  nat  out  of  charitee.  / 
This  holy  orisoun  amenuseth  eek  venial 
sinne ;  andtherfore  it  aperteneth  specially 
to  penitence.  /  (^^o) 

§  94.  This  proyere  moste  be  trewely 
seyd  and  in  verray  feith,  and  that  men 
preye  to  god  ordinatly  and  discreetly  and 
devoutly ;  and  alwey  a  man  shal  putten 
his  wil  to  be  subgot  to  the  wille  of  god.  /  1045 
This  orisoun  moste  cck  been  seyd  with 
greet  humblesso  and  ful  pure ;  honestly, 
and  nat  to  the  anoyaunce  of  any  man  or 
womman.  It  moste  eek  been  continued 
with  the  werkes  of  charitee.  /  It  avayleth 
eek  ag&yn  the  vyces  of  the  soule  ;  for,  as 
seith  seint  Jerome,  *  By  fastinge  been 
saved  the  vyces  of  the  flesh,  and  by 
preyere  the  vyces  of  the  soule.*  / 

§  95.  After  this,  thou  shalt  understonde, 
that  bodily  peyne  stant  in  wakinge ;  for 
Jesu  Crist  seith,  'waketh,  and  preyeth 
that  ye  ne  entre  in  wikked  temptacioun.'  / 
Ye  shul  understanden  also,  that  fastinge 
stant  in  three  thinges ;  in  forberinge  of 
bodily  mete  and  drinke,  and  in  forberinge 
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of  -worldly  jolitee,  and  in  forberinge  of 
deedly  sinne ;  this  is  to  seyn,  that  a  man 
shal  kepon  him  fro  doedly  sinne  with 
ol  his  might.  / 

§  96.  And  thou  shalt  nnderstanden  eek, 
that  god  ordeyned  fastingo ;  and  to  fastinge 
1050  appertenen  foure  thinges.  /  Lai^nesse 
to  povre  folk,  gladnosse  of  herte  espiritnel, 
nat  to  been  angry  ne  anoyed,  ne  grucche 
for  he  fastoth  ;  and  also  resonable  hooro 
for  to  ete  by  mesure  ;  that  is  for  to  seyn, 
a  man  shal  nat  ete  in  untyme,  ne  sitte  the 
lengor  at  his  table  to  ete  for  he  fasteth.  / 

§  97.  Thanne  shaltow  onderstonde,  that 
bodily  1)63116  stcint  in  disciplyno  or  tech- 
inge,  by  word  or  by  wrytingo,  or  in 
cnsample.  Also  in  weringe  of  heyres  or 
of  stamin,  or  of  haabergeons  on  hir  naked 
flesh,  for  Cristes  sake,  and  swiche  manere 
penances.  /  But  war  thee  wel  that  swiche 
manere  penances  on  thy  flesh  ne  make 
nat  thyn  herte  bitter  or  angry  or  anoyed 
of  thy-self ;  for  bettre  is  to  caste  awey 
thyn  heyre,  than  for  to  caste  away  the 
sikemesso  of  Jesu  Crist.  /  And  therfore 
seith  seint  Paul :  '  Clothe  yow,  as  they 
that  boon  chosen  of  god,  in  herte  of 
misericorde,  debonairetee,  sufifraunce,  and 
swich  manere  of  clothinge ' ;  of  whiche 
Jesu  Crist  is  more  apayed  than  of  heyres, 
(980)  or  haubergeons,  or  hauberkes.  / 

§  98.  Thanne  is  disciplyne  eek  in  knok- 
kinge  of  thy  brcst,  in  sconrg^nge  with 
1055  yerdes,  in  knelinges,  in  tribulacions  ;  / 
in  suffringe  paciently  wronges  that  been 
doon  to  thee,  and  eek  in  pacicnt  suffraunce 
of  maladies,  or  lesinge  of  worldly  catel, 
or  of  wyf,  or  of  child,  or  othere  freendes.  / 

§  99.  Thanne  shaltow  understonde, 
whiche  thinges  destourben  penaunce ; 
and  this  is  in  four  maneres,  that  is,  drede, 
shame,  hoi)e,  and  wanhopo,  that  is,  des- 
pcracion.  /  And  for  to  spcke  first  of 
dredo  ;  for  which  he  weneth  that  he  may 
suifro  no  penaunce;/  ther-agayns  is 
remodie  for  to  thinke,  that  bodily  penaunce 
is  but  short  and  litel  at  regard  of  the 
peyne  of  helle,  that  is  so  cruel  and  so 
long,  that  it  lasteth  with-outen  ende.  / 

§  100.  Now  again  the  shame  that  a  man 
liath  to  shryven  him,  and  namely,  thise 


ypocrites  that  wolden  been  holden  so 
parfite  that  they  han  no  nede  to  shryven 
hem;  /  agayns  that  shame,  sholde  a  man  io6n 
thinke  that,  by  woy  of  resoun,  that  he 
that  hath  nat  boon  ashamed  to  doon 
foule  thinges,  certes  him  oghte  nat  been 
ashamed  to  do  faire  tliinges,  and  that  is 
confessiouns.  /  A  man  sholde  eek  thinke, 
that  god  seeth  and  woot  alle  hise  thoghtes 
and  alle  hise  werkes;  to  him  may  no 
thing  been  hid  ne  covered.  /  Men  sholden 
eek  remembren  hem  of  the  shame  that  is 
to  come  at  the  day  of  dome,  to  hem  that 
been  nat  penitent  and  shriven  in  this 
present  Ij'f.  /  For  alle  the  creatures  in 
orthe  and  in  helle  shullen  seen  apertly  al 
that  they  h3rden  in  this  world.  /  (990) 

§  101.  Now  for  to  speken  of  the  hope 
of  hem  that  been  necligent  and  slowe  to 
shryven  hem,  that  stant  in  two  maneres.  /  1065 
That  oon  is,  that  he  hopeth  for  to  live 
longe  and  for  to  purchacen  mucho  richesso 
for  his  delyt,  and  thanne  he  wol  shr3rven 
him ;  and,  as  ho  seith,  him  someth  thanne 
tjTnely  y-nough  to  come  to  shrifte.  / 
Another  is,  surquidrio  that  he  hath  in 
Cristes  mercy.  /  Agayns  the  firste  vyce, 
he  shal  thinke,  that  oure  lyf  is  in  no 
sikernesse ;  and  eek  that  alle  the  richesses 
in  this  world  ben  in  aventuro,  and  passen 
as  a  shadwe  on  the  waL  /  And,  as  seith 
seint  Gregorie,  that  it  aporteneth  to  the 
grete  rightwisnesse  of  god,  that  nevero 
shal  the  peyne  stinte  of  hem  that  never e 
wolde  withdrawen  hem  fro  sinne,  hir 
thankes,  but  ay  continue  in  sinne ;  for 
thilke  perpetuel  wil  to  do  sinne  shul  they 
han  perpetuel  peyne.  / 

§  102.  Wanhope  is  in  two  maneres : 
the  firste  wanhope  is  in  the  mercy  of 
Crist;  that  other  is  that  they  thinken, 
that  they  ne  mighte  nat  longe  persevere 
in  goodnesse.  /  The  firste  wanhope  comth  1070 
of  that  he  demeth  that  he  hath  sinned  so 
groetly  and  so  ofte,  and  so  longe  leyn  in 
sinne,  that  he  shal  nat  be  saved.  /  Certes, 
SLgayna  that  cursed  wanhope  sholde  he 
thinke,  that  the  passion  of  Jesu  Crist  is 
more  strong  for  to  unbinde  than  sinne  is 
strong  for  to  binde.  /  Agayns  the  seoonde 
wanhope,  he  shal  thinke,  that  as  ofte 
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ho  falleth  he  may  aryso  ogayn  by  peni- 
tence. And  thogh  he  never  so  longe 
have  leyn  in  sinne,  the  mercy  of  Crist  is 
alwoy  redy  to  receiven  him  to  mercy.  / 
Aga^'ns  the  wanhope,  that  he  demeth 
that  he  sholde  nat  longe  persevere  in 
goodnesse,  he  shal  thinke,  that  the 
foblesso  of  the  devel  may  no-thing  doon 
;  iocx>)  but-if  men  wol  suffren  him ;  /  and  eek 
ho  shal  han  strengthe  of  the  help  of  god, 
and  of  al  holy  chirche,  and  of  the  pro- 
1075  teccionn  of  aongels,  if  him  list.  / 

§  108.  Thanno  shal  men  nnderstondo 
what  is  the  fmit  of  penannce  ;  and,  after 
the  word  of  Jesu  Crist,  it  is  the  endelcos 
blisso  of  hevene,  /  ther  joye  hath  no  con- 
trarioustee  of  wo  no  grevaunce,  ther  alio 
harmcs  been  passed  of  this  present  lyf ; 
thcr-as  is  the  sikemesse  fro  the  i>e3nie  of 
hello ;  ther-as  is  the  blisfuL  companye 
that  rejoysen  hem  everemo,  everich  of 
othercs  joye ;  /  thor-as  the  body  of  man, 
that  whylom  was  fool  and  derk,  is  more 
clcer  than  the  Sonne ;  ther-as  the  body, 
that  whylom  was  syk,  ft«ele,  and  feble, 
and  mortal,  is  inmortal,  and  so  strong 
and  so  hool  that  ther  may  no-thing 
apeyren  it ;  /  ther-as  no  is  neither  hunger, 
thurst,  no  cold,  bnt  every  soole  replenissed 
with  the  sighte  of  the  parflt  knowinge  of 
god.  /  This  blisfnl  regno  may  men  pnr- 
chaco  by  povorte  espiritnel,  and  the  glorie 
by  lowenesse ;  the  plentee  of  joye  by 
hunger  and  thurst,  and  the  reste  by 
travaille;  and  the  lyf  by  deoth  and 
ic8o  mortificacion  of  sinne.  / 


Here  taketh  the  makere  of  this  book 
his  leve. 

§  104.  Now  preyo  I  to  hem  alle  that 
herkno  this  litel  tretis  or  redo,  that  if 
thor  bo  any  thing  in  it  that  lyketh  hem, 
that  thor-of  they  thanken  ouxe  lord  Jesa 


Crist,  of  whom  procedeth  al  wit  and  al 
goodnesse.  /    And  if  ther  be  any  thing 
that  displcse  hem,  I  pre3re  hem  also  that 
they  arretto  it  to  tho  defante  of  myn 
iinconninge,  and  nat  to  my  wil,  that 
wolde  fVil  fayn  have  seyd  bettre  if  I  haddo 
had  conninge.  /    For  onre  boke  seith,  *  al 
that  is  writen  is  writen  for  onre  doctrine ' ; 
and  that  is  myn  entente.  /    Wherfore 
I  biseke  yow  mekely  for  the  mercy  of 
god,  that  ye  proyo  for  mo,  that  Crist  have 
mercy  on  me  and  foryeve  me  my  giltes :  /  (loioj 
— and  namely,  of  my  translacions  and 
endytinges  of  worldly  vanitees,  tho  whiche 
I  revoke  in  my  rotraccionns :  /  as  is  the  1085 
book  of  TroUus ;  Tho  book  also  of  Fame ; 
The  book  of  the  nynetene  Ladies;  The 
book  of  the  Dnchcsse  ;  The  book  of  seint 
Yalontynes   day   of  the    Parlemont    of 
Briddes ;  The  tales  of  Cannterbmy,  thilko 
that  sonnon  in-to  sinne;/  The  book  of 
the  Leonn;  and  many  another  book,  if 
they  were    in    my   remembrance;    and 
many  a  song  and  many  a  lecherous  lay ; 
that  Crist  for  his  grote  mercy  foxyeve  me 
the  sinne.  /    But  of  the  translaoion  of 
Boece  do  Consolacione,  and  othere  bokes 
of  Legendes  of  seintes,  and  omolies,  and 
moralitee,  and  devooionn,  /  that  thanke 
I  onre  lord  Jesu  Crist  and  his  blisfnl 
moder,  and  alle  the  seintes  of  hevene ;  / 
bisekinge  hem  that  they  from  honnes- 
forth,  xm-to  my  Ijrves  cnde,  sonde  me 
grace  to  biwayle  my  giltes,  and  to  studio 
to  tho   salvacioiin   of  my  soole : — and 
graunte  mo  grace  of  verray  penitenca, 
confessioon  and  satisfaccionn  to  doon  in 
this  present  lyf ;  /   thnrgh  the  benigne  1090 
g^roco  of  him  that  is  king  of  kinges  and 
preest  over  alio  preestes,  that  boghte  nxf 
with  the  precious  blood  of  his  herte ;  /  lo 
that  I  may  been  oon  of  hem  at  the  day  of 
dome   that   shulle  be  saved:    Qui  cum 
patre^  Ac  lop-* 


Here  la  ended  the  book  of  the  Tales  of  Cavnterbmy,  compHed  by  Geffrey  Cliaiicer» 

of  whos  soule  Jean  Crist  have  mercy.    Amen. 
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AP'PENDIX. 
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VAKIATIONS  AND  EMENDATIONS. 

Thx  text  of  Chancer  is,  in  some  places,  cormpt,  and  in  others  can  be  mmsh 
improved  by  some  emendation,  usually  of  a  slight  character. 

The  text  of  the  best  authorities,  as  improved  by  collation  with  other  good 
authorities,  is  here  given.  Variations  from  these  are  denoted  by  an  obelus  (*)*)  in 
the  text,  which  may  be  considered  as  marking  a  reading  as  to  which  there  is  some 
doubt.  Those  are  most  numerous  in  the  Bomaunt  of  the  Bose,  the  Book  of  the 
Dnchesse,  and  the  House  of  Eame.  There  are  very  few  doubtful  readings  in  the 
Canterbury  Talcs,  for  which  there  are  better  authorities  than  in  other  cases.  In 
the  following  Appendix  all  the  doubtfal  readings  and  editorial  emendations  are 
accounted  for.  I  do  not,  however,  notice  words  which  are  placed  between  square 
brackets,  such  as  the  word  *  a '  on  p.  1,  L  la.  It  will  be  understood,  once  for  all, 
that  all  such  words  are  tupplied^  and  are  miating  in  the  originals,  though  often 
necessary  for  the  sense  or  the  metre,  or  for  both. 


ROMAUNT  OF  THE  ROSE. 

The  authorities  are  G.  (the  Olasgow  KS.) ;  and  Th.  (Thynne's  edition  of  153a). 
Also,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  F.  (the  original  French  text,  here  quoted  from 
the  edition  by  M6on,  Paris,  1813X  No  other  authorities  exist.  Many  lines  are 
wholly  missing  in  G. ;  and  when  it  is  not  cited,  this  must  be  understood.  Thus,  it 
has  lost  lines  1-44. 

Page  1.  3.  Th.  sweuen ;  Jntt  the  plural  is  required.  4.  Th.  that  false  ne  bene. 
25.  Th.  slepte  ;  (sleep  ie  more  usual).    38.  Th.  hatte  ;  read  bote  (be  called^ 

Page  2.  66.  G.  Th.  had ;  read  hath.  102.  G.  Th.  buskes  {not  Chaucer's  ./brmX 
iia  G.  Th.  gan  I.  138.  G.  Th.  Enclosed  was ;  see  L  165a  j  F.  Tant  dos,  149.  G.  Th, 
mynoresse  (!) ;  F.  moverresae. 

Page  8.  196.  G.  Th.  myscoueiting  (!) ;  F.  mesconier.  axK  G.  Th.  courtpy  {see 
Cant.  Tales,  A  290).    248.  Both  peynted. 

Page  4.  255.  Both  Upon  any  worthy  man  falle.  277.  Both  and  so  breketh, 
324.  Both  rent. 

Pago  6.  382.  Both  may  neuer.  442.  Both  ay  {giffing  no  sense);  read  shaL 
444.  Both  grace  (!),  for  face  ;  F.  lor  vit. 

Page  6.    485.  G.  laddris ;  Th.  ladders;  see  h  523.    492.  G.  yeer;  Th.  yere ;  read 
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yerd ;  tea  L  656.  501.  Doth  wolde  {for  nolde  ;  by  cor^/kiHon).  505.  Both  god  kepe  it 
fVo  care,  a  faUe  rime ;  dearly  substituted  for  god  it  kepe  and  were.  Wtrt  is  the 
K  spelling  of  the  verh  in  the  French  text,  -which  has  que  Diex  garisse,  53a  Both 
For ;  read  Fal ;  (wo  is  here  an  adjective  =  sadX    536.  Gt.  ony ;  Th.  any ;  read  a. 

Page  7.  564.  Some  lines  lost  here ;  3  lines  of  F.  Uft  unJbranslaled,  586.  ^^^  may ; 
read  mayden.  602.  Both  lande  of  Alezandryne ;  bui  Alexandryn  is  an  adjective. 
603.  G.  hidre  be ;  Th.  hj^her  be. 

Page  a  660,  Both  places.  668.  Both  That ;  read  These.  720,  Th.  renelrye ; 
G.  reuerye ;  F.  reverdie. 

Page  9.  761.  Both  made  ;  vvad  make.  791.  Both  bode  (no  sense) ;  read  Bede  ;  Ne 
bcde  1  =  1  wonld  not  offer. 

Page  10.  859.  G.  seye ;  Th.  eey.  86a  G.  pleye  (!) ;  Th.  pley  (!).  865.  Both  I  wot 
not  what  of  hir  nose  I  shal  desoryve  {deven  syllables).  866.  Ttoo  lines  lost  here. 
879.  Both  Love  and  as  hym  likith  it  be.  923.  Both  Torke  bowes  two  fxd  wel  denysed 
had  he  {too  long). 

Page  11.  959.  Both  shoten  ;  see  L  989.  984.  Both  on ;  read  o£  1007.  Both  And  an  ; 
read  As  was  an ;  F.  Ainsinc  cum,  X017.  Both  wyntred ;  but  see  L  loa  1026.  Both 
thought ;  read  thinketh.     1031.  Both  Sore  (!) ;  F.  Sade.    1034.  Both  And  hight  (!). 

Page  12.  X037.  -2^^  ^  werk  (0.  1058.  Th.  prill ;  G.  prile ;  {error  for  prikke, 
written  so  as  to  look  like  prilkeX  io8a  Th.  amyled ;  G.  enameled.  1089.  Both  durst  (!) ; 
error  for  thurfbe,  more  commonly  thurte.    11 17.  Both  ragounces ;  F.  jagonces. 

Page  18.  1 188.  G.  sarlynysh;  Th.  Sarlynysshe ;  F.  Sarrasinesche,  laoi.  Both 
gousfaucoun  (!) ;  F.  got\fanon.  121a  Both  He  caste.  1233.  Th.  hempe  ;  G.  hempe  ne 
(zzhempene).    1236.  Bothsb;  read  00  {one). 

Page  14.  1344.  Both  Bitokeneth.  12S2.  Both  And  she  (!) ;  read  Youthe ;  F.  Joneses  ; 
see  L  1303.  1303.  Both  that ;  read  thus ;  sm  1. 131a  13 13.  G.  loreyes  {error  for  loreres) ; 
Th.  LauroUes.  13 15.  Th.  ended;  G.  eended  (=y-ended).  1324.  Both  durst  {as  in 
1  1089).  133a.  Both  she  {for  second  he).  1334.  Both  hadde  {for  bad) ;  and  bent  {for 
bende) ;  both  omit  it.    1335.  Both  an  {for  onX 

Page  16.  1341.  G.  hadde  me  shette ;  Th.  had  me  shete  {b%U  shete  is  not  a  pp.). 
1543.  Both  had  me  greued.  1348.  Both  hadde  in  aU  the  gardyn  be.  1366.  Both 
gardin  {for  yerdX     1369.  Both  Parys  (!) ;  for  paradys.    1397-8.  Th.  knytte,  sytte. 

Page  16.  1440.  Th.  dilectable.  1447.  '^^  garden ;  read  yerde  in ;  cf.  1348,  1366. 
1448.  Th.  efters  (!) ;  F.  tout  Vestre.  1453.  Th.  shoten ;  read  shete.  Th.  goodnesse  {for 
good  mee) ;  cf.  346a.     1498.  G.  velajnesHy ;  Th.  yilaynously.     1537.  Both  musede  sol 

Page  17.  1591.  Both  entrees ;  F.  Tout  Vestre,  1593.  Both  ye  {for  he).  1594.  Both 
Ye  {for  HeX    1608.  Both  laughyng  (!) ;  rtad  loving. 

Page  18.  1641.  Both  sighed.  1644.  Both  strongthes.  1648.  G.  bitrisshed;  Th. 
bsrtresshed.  1663.  Both  mo ;  read  be ;  F.  fUsse.  1666.  G.  wole  ;  Th.  wol.  1674.  Th. 
ware;  G.  waxo;  both  have  Bone.  1698.  Both  hath;  omit  wel?  170a  Both  roses. 
1713.  Both  For ;  read  Ful. 

Page  19.  1731.  G.  botheum  ;  Th.  bothum.  1733.  Both  Sithen.  1758.  Both  two  (!X 
1766.  Both  certis  ouenly ;  read  certeinly.  1771.  Both  his ;  retid  a.  1814.  Both  lefte  (!) ; 
read  felte. 

Page  20.  1848.  Both  mighte  it  1851.  Both  sene  I  hadde.  1853-4.  Both  thoi«, 
more ;  see  L  1857.     i860.  G.  Castith  ;  Th.  Casteth.     1913,  1914.  Transposed  in  G.,  Th. 

Page  21.  1934.  Both  softyng;  see  1935.  1935.  Both  prikklth.  1965.  Both  lone; 
read  looers.    2002,  Both  of;  read  to. 
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Page  22.  3038.  Both  qneynt.  3044.  ^oth  taken ;  read  tan ;  cf.  ao68.  3046.  Both 
disteyned ;  F.  Deceua,  2067.  Both  soBpriaed.  ao68.  Both  taken ;  read  tan  ;  of.  2044. 
3076.  G-.  disese ;  Th.  desese  ;  F.  dutaisir,    31 16.  Both  degree. 

Page  28.  3154.  Both  bigynneth  to  amende.  3176.  Q.  say;  Th.  aaiye,  3185.  Both 
vnto ;  /or  to.    2195.  Both  in  ;  read  a. 

Page  24.  3364.  BoM  on ;  read  upon.  2371.  Th.  amnere ;  G.  awmere ;  aee  2087. 
2379.  Bo<A  costneth ;  F.  coutte,  2285.  A><^  Farce.  2394.  G.  Th.  knowith  (!) ;  F.  rit, 
2J02.  Both  plo^-neth  ;  read  pleyeth.    2327.  Boih  menen. 

Page  25.  2536.  Both  londes ;  read  lones.  2341.  Both  this  swifte ;  read  swioh  yiffc ; 
F.  81  riche  don,  2365.  Both  and ;  read  in.  2427.  Th.  Bene  ;  read  sende ;  F.  envoier. 
2432.  Til.  gone  and  visyten. 

Pago  26.  2466.  Better  omit  of.  2473.  Both  Thought;  read  That  swete  ?  2499.  ^' 
yitt ;  Th.  yet ;  read  yif. 

Pago  27.  2564.  Th.  forwerede ;  G.  forweriede ;  $ee  3251.  2569.  Bothte ;  read  seme. 
2617.  Both  I  wote  not;  read  I  noot.  2619.  Both  better.  2621.  Both  on  hir  I  caste. 
2622.  Both  That.    2628.  Both  liggen  ;  read  ly. 

Pago  28.  265a  Both  whider  (!X  2675.  Th.  whan ;  G.  whanne ;  read  wham  or 
whom ;  F.  De  qui  tu  ne  puet  avoir  aiae,  2676.  Corrapt.  F.  Au  departir  la  parte  haim 
{i.Q.  the  lover  is  to  kiss  the  door).  2709,  271a  Both  more,  fore.  2712.  Both  to  gon ; 
omit  to. 

Pago  29.  2774.  Both  afbirward.  2796.  G.  Thenkyng ;  Th.  Th3mkyng ;  cf,  2804. 
2824.  Both  not  ben ;  F.  tu  eeroies,    2833.  Both  me  ;  read  hem  ;  cf.  2845. 

Page  30.    2917.  Both  thou  {/or  they).    2935.  Both  declared  thee. 

Pago  81.    2992.  Both  warrans ;  F.  Oe  vou$  i  puis  bien  garantir, 

Pngo  82.  3052.  Both  Yenus  hath  flomed.  31 15.  Both  arise.  3125.  Both  And  late 
(or  lotte)  it  growe  {too  long),  3136.  Th.  His  eyes  reed  sparolyng  as  the  fyro-glowe 
{too  long) ;  sparclyng  ia  a  gloet  on  reed. 

Page  83.  315a  G.  it ;  Th.  he ;  read  I ;  F,  ge,  3207.  Both  For  Nature ;  I  omit  For. 
3209.  Both  but  if  the. 

Page  34.  3264.  Both  seyne ;  feyne  aeema  better,  3274.  Both  he  be  a ;  /  omit  a. 
3301.  A/ler  gctc,  Th.  ineerts  the,  and  G.  thee.  3319.  Both  thought ;  read  taughte. 
3331.  Both  Who  that ;  I  omit  that.    3337.  Both  cherisaunce ;  F.  cheuieance. 

Page  85.  3399.  Th.  forbode ;  G.  forbede ;  read  forbad.  3433.  Th.  suche ;  G.  siohen ; 
F.  imie  qu'il  me  »iet. 

Page  86.  3447.  Both  where  that  the;  I  omit  that.  5490.  Both  That  he  had. 
3491.  G.  Thanne ;  Th.  Than ;  read  That ;  F.  Qu*  Amora,  3522.  Both  ye  {/or  he) ; 
F.  Que  iL     3525.  Both  it  is. 

Pago  87.  3548.  This  (=This  is);  F.  Cesfc  3554.  Both  Vpon  {/or  On).  3604.  Read 
tliar ;  Th.  dure.    3626.  Th.  oftres.    3643.  Th.  the  god  of  blosse ;  F.  Diex  la  beneie, 

Pago  88.  366a  Th.  That  so ;  omit  sa  3690.  Th.  grapes  be  ripe.  3694.  BothThongh, 
3697.  Both  rcnnyng  (!).  3698.  Both  come  (abeurdly) ;  eee  1. 2700  ;  read  to  me,  3710.  G. 
hertc  is  ;  Th.  hert  is  ;  read  hertis  (=:hertesX  3718.  Both  neithir  {/or  norX  3745.  Both 
pleyne  or  playne.     3751.  Both  ye  ;  read  to. 

Pago  89.  3755.  Th.  with  his  heto,  3756.  Both  insert  me  a/ter  bad,  3774,  G.  it 
willo ;  Th.  at  wyL    3851.  Both  verge  ;  ace  3234. 

Pago  40.  388a  Both  lye.  3895.  Both  trochours.  3902.  Both  herte  I  cr^-B. 
3907.  Both  lowe  ;  read  loude.  3928.  Both  must ;  read  mot ;  supply  take.  3942.  Both 
"Do ;  read  To.    3943.  Both  Thaime  {or  Than)  close ;  F.  Qui  lea  rosea  ciorra  eiUor, 
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Page  41.  3994.  Th.  vilanously;  O.  vilaynesly.  4021.  G.  an  high;  Th.  an  hyo. 
4026.  Jk>th  To  make. 

Page  42.    4089.  lioth  place  it  after  L 

Page  48.  4181.  Both  of;  read  as.  4188.  Both  Boscs ;  F.  roeiera.  4194.  Both  ^'ho 
{/or  whicheX 

Page  44.  427a.  Both  walketh  (!).  42^5.  Both  Which  {/or  Ther);  giving  no  senae. 
4291.  Both  except.  4533.  Both  wente  abonte  (!) ;  read  wende  a  bought  (a  =  have) ; 
F.  Oes  cuidoie  avoir  acheUa  (I  weened  to  have  bought  themX  4339.  ^*  tiliers  ;  Th. 
tyllers.    435a.  Both  wente  best  aboncn  to  hane. 

Pago  46.  4363.  Both  but ;  read  al.  Both  Inst  4365.  Both  is ;  read  am.  4366.  Both 
charge.    437a.  G.  wole  ;  Th.  wol ;  read  waL    4425.  Both  good. 

Page  46.  4467.  Both  her  {/mr  hisX  447^.  Both  preise.  455^^  Both  Lone ;  read 
lorde.    4556.  Th.  moche  that  it ;  G.  mych  that. 

Pbge  47.    4561.   Both  yene  good  wille ;  F.  $e  Diex  plaist.     4587.  Both  ne  failid 
/  omit  ne.    4617.  Both  not ;  read  nist ;  cf.  4626.    4657.  Both  I ;  read  han. 

Page  48.    4705.  Both  And  through  the ;  read  A  trouthe.    4721.  Th.  lyke  ;  G.  like 
read  sike.      472:2.   G.  trust ;   Th.  tmste ;  (thrust  =  thirst).      Both   and  {/or  in). 
4723.  Both  And.    4725.  Both  And.    4731.  Both  Son. 

Page  40.    4755.  Both  by  {/or  he).    4764.  Both  That ;  read  But.     4793.  Both  euer 
rwd  er  (Le.  before).    4796.  Both  al  by  partnere.     4799.   -^^^  greven.     4807.  Both 
diffynedhere.  481 1.  G.  kned ;  Th.  knedde.    4812.  Both  With.    4S23.  Both  engcndmro 
«m6ii4.     4837.  Do^A  han  her  lust.     4846.  Both  yflxat ; /or  yvho. 

Page  50.  4858.  J3o^  their.  4892.  G.  i>erell;  Th.  parel;  but  read  tyme(«ee  4891 X 
4921.  Both  But  that  ifl    4933.  Both  this.    4935.  Both  youthee  chambre  (or  chambere) 

F.  Jonesce  aa  chamberiere.     4943.  Both  And  mo  of  (!X     4945.  Both  remembreth. 
4948.  BotA  him. 

Page  61.     4955.    Both  gan.      4960    Both  neither  preise.     5004.    Th.  stondeth 

G.  stondith.    5010.  Both  weped.    5021.  Doth  he  {/or  hir).    5028.  Both  list  to  lone. 
Page  62.    S030.  Both  gouen.    5051.  Both  so ;  read  -sho  {or  she).    5059.  Both  loued 

5068.  Both ThAt;  read  But;  cf.  4764.    5085.  Both  to;  read  they.    5107.  G.  herberest 
hem;  Th.  herborest.    51 16.  Both  the;   read  thy;   F.  ton,     51 17.  Both  by  thought 
F.  tajonesce.    5144.  G.  ay  ;  Th.  aye ;  read  alway. 

Page  58.  5155.  Both  That ;  F.  Lore.  5162.  Perhaps  say  =  assay.  5201  {rubric).  Both 
Aunsete ;  error  /or  Amistic.    5229.  Both  00  state ;  read  oon  estate ;  see  540a. 

Page  54.  5278.  Bof A  botho  the.  5283.  Both  this.  5285.  Both  vnyte(!).  5287.  Both 
And ;  read  A  man.  5292.  Th.  causes ;  G.  cause ;  see  5301 ,  5523.  5.^35.  Both  he ;  c£ 
.H^7i  534 ».    534 ».  Both  hir;  read  the,    5345.  Both  Thurgh  the :  I  omit  the. 

Page  55.  5360.  Both  greueth  so  groucrth.  5379.  Both  him  silf  {or  selfcX 
5389.  Both  kepen  ay  his ;  see  5367.  5393.  /  omit  allc  b^ore  his.  5401.  Both  ought  to 
be.  5404.  Both  hath.  5408.  G.  it ;  read  in  ;  Th.  omits.  5419,  54at>,  5425»  S4«7i  5436. 
Both  hym  (!) ;  F.  les.    5433.  Both  to  {/or  m>\ 

Page  56.  5452.  Th.  chere  {/or  there) ;  G.  cheer  (!).  5463.  Both  thus.  5478.  Both 
For  to  showe ;  read  She  sheweth.  5486.  Both  affect.  5491.  Both  For  al  that  yeueth 
here  out  of  drede.  5493.  G.  late ;  Th.  lette.  5544.  Both  fablyng ;  F.  cheans  (L  e. 
^^^^ll^X    554^  ^oih  caste. 

Page  57,  5555.  Both  in  {/or  ia),  5556.  Both  depo  {error /or  do)>e  =  doth).  5569^  Th, 
haue  you  to  haue ;  G.  ha  yow  to  ha.  5577.  Both  porccyueth.  559a  Q.  mavis ;  Th. 
mauys ;  F.  muis  (ImshelsX    5598.  Both  that  {/or  itX    5617.  Both  beme.   5641.  Both  take. 
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Page  58.  5699.  Both  where  ;  F.  guerre.  5701.  Both  shal  thogh  he  hath  jB^eten  (!), 
5713.  Both  Thns  is  thurst.  5741.  G.  fy ;  Th.  fye;  read  sy.  (From  fy  to  ay  means 
from  the  first  syllable  of  fy-sy-cien  (phisioian)  to  the  second.) 

Page  69.  5755.  iiofA  shewing.  5761-2.  Supply  it  in  5761 ;  it  occurs  after  Himsilf  fa 
576a.     5781.  Both  The  ;  F.  Troia.    5788.  Both  vnto.     5821.  Both  nyl  not. 

Page  60.  5855.  Both  kepte ;  F.  qui  mestrie.  586a  Both  that  ilke.  5883.  Both  As 
my  nede  is.     590a  Both  That  such  toores  ben  ;  /  omit  That  and  ben. 

Page  61.  5942.  Both  folyly.  5959.  Both  beaute  (!).  5960.  Both  That  I ;  /  omit 
That.  5976.  £o<A  ftd  dere.  6002.  Both  grede  ;  error  for  gnede.  6006.  Both  beante  (a« 
»»»  5959)-     6oro.  Tli.  wol ;  G.  wole. 

Page  62.     6064.  Both  hindreth. 

Page  63.  6165.  Both  vfhich ;  F.  <«b  (snch).  6169.  Bothlett^.  6174.  Both  nede-,  F. 
besoignes.  6205.  /  supply  this  line  ;  went  his  wyle  =  turns  aside  his  craft.  6206.  Th. 
begylen  ;  O.  bygylyng.     6237.  Th.  commen  ;  G.  comyn. 

Page  64.  6243.  Both  ful  many ;  omit  fuL  6256.  Both  maketh  the ;  omit  the. 
6292.  Both  planten  most.  6296.  Both  feyno  ;  F.  dire.  6314.  Both  insert  shal  htfore 
never.    6317,  6318.  Two  half-lines  lost ;  words  supplied  by  Kaluza. 

Page  65.  6341.  Both  and  re3med(!);  for  streyned;  see  7366.  6355.  Both  loly{\); 
read  blynde.  /  supply  ther.  €^^72.  A  line  lost ;  supplied  as  in  Morris's  edition  i 
F.  Si  n'en  sui  mes  si  rectus.    6378.  Both  I  {for  me).     6407.  Both  not ;  read  yit. 

Page  66.    646a  Both  it  is ;  F.  Porquoi.     6466.  Both  woth  (!).     6481.  Both  semest ; 

F.  semhlcs.      6491.   Both  bettir.      6493.    Both  of  a  pore.      650a   Both  me  a  dyne. 
6515.  Both  not.     6522.  Both  Hath  a  soulo.     6532.  G.  thrittene ;  Th.  thirtene  (wrongly). 

I'age  67.  6539.  G.  beggith  ;  Th.  beggeth.  6542.  G.  goddis ;  Th.  goddes.  6565.  G. 
ther ;  Th.  their.  6569.  Both  yaf.  6570.  G.  folkis ;  Th.  folkes.  6572.  Both  they ;  read 
Icye ;  F.  gisoient.    6606.  Both  Ben  somtyme  in ;  see  6610. 

Page  68.  6667.  Both  hane  bidde ;  /  omit  hane.  6688.  Th.  hondis ;  G.  omits. 
6700.  Both  Yit.    6707.  Both  mendiciens  (-ence). 

Page  69.     6819.  Both  wrine  ;  both  hem  ;  })oth  at.     6823,6824.  Both  robbyng,  giljnng. 

Page  70.  6880.  Th.  Ne  wol;  G.  Wol;  read  NiL  6902,  6907,  Both  burdens. 
691 1.  Both  bnrdons ;  hut  borders  are  mecmt.     6925,  6926.  Both  liim. 

Page  71.  6974.  J  omit  a  after  tymes.  7018.  G.  werrien  ;  Th.  werryen.  7029.  Both 
these  (for  thefe),  and  that  (for  or) ;  F.  lerres  ou.    7038.  Both  them. 

Page  72.  7041.  G.  cheffis  ;  Th.  cheffes  ;  F.  fromages.  7092.  Th.  We  had  ben  tnr- 
mented  al  and  some;  (G.  diffierent  linSj  in  late  hand);  F.  Tout  eust  este  torments, 
7109.  G.  has  here  L  7x10^  followed  by  a  bUutk  line ;  Th.  has  That  they  [r&id  he]  ne  might 
the  booke  by,  followed  by  a  spurious  line,    71  la  Th.  To  the  oopye,  if  hem. 

Page  73.  7145.  Both  no.  7159.  Both  vpon.  7173,  7174.  I  snpply  these  lines  by  con- 
jecture ;  F.  Par  Pierre  txnl  le  Pape  entendre.  7180.  Both  That  (read  And) ;  to  (read 
thatX      7221.  Both  worthy ;  see  7iou^    Both  mynystres  ;  read  maistres. 

Page  74.     7316.  Both  slasm  ;  F.  escorchOs. 

Pago  75.  7368.  G.  gracche;  Th.  gratche.  7389.  Th.  denysed.  739a.  Th.  salowe; 
read  falowe.  7394.  Th.  to ;  read  tho.  7409,  Th.  And.  7429.  Th.  humbly.  743a,  Th. 
remeued. 

Page  76.  7473,  Th.  hath  hadde  the.  7488.  Th.  doughty  (!) ;  F.  poudreui,  7533.  Th. 
she  nat  herselfe  (wrongly). 

Page  78.     7653.  G.  wole ;  Th.  woL    7662.  Both  wot ;  F.  fait,    7663.  Th.  we  (Jbr  ye) ; 

G.  omits. 
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THE  MINOR  POEMS. 

I    AN  A.B.C. 

The  MSS.  used  to  form  thia  teaot  are :  C.  =  MS.  Ffl  5.  30  in  the  Camb.  Univ.  Library ; 
Ja=MS.  G.  aif  in  Si.  John's  Ck>llege,  Cambridge;  Gl.=  Glasgow  MS.  Q.  2.  35; 
L.  =  MS.  Laud  740^  in  the  Bodleian  Library ;  Gg.  =  MS.  Gg.  4.  37,  in  the  Camb. 
Univ.  Library ;  F.  =  Eairfax  16,  in  the  Bodleian ;  B.  =  Bodley  638 ;  Sion  =  Sion 
ColL  MS.  J%6  textfoUowe  clotdy  thejlrst  of  these;  hut  is  corrected  by  coUation  with 
the  others. 

Page  81.  163.  AU  the  MSS,  insert  enffired  after  eek ;  probably  caught  from  the  line 
ahove.  Or  perhaps  his  herte  was  caught  from  the  line  below;  in  which  case^  read  And 
snifred  eek,  that  Longius  him  pighte.  And  note,  that  pighte  should  surely  be  prighte, 
i.e.  pricked,  as  in  Cant.  Tales,  F  418.  Pighte  im>i>er2^  means  pitched.  Hence  read  : 
And  snffrod  eek,  that  Longius  him  prighte. 

IL    THE  COMPLEYNTE  UNTO  PITK 

The  MSS.  are :  Tn.  (Tanner  346) ;  F.  (Fairfax  16) ;  B.  (Bodley  638) ;  Sh.  (Shirley's 
MS.,  Harl.  78) ;  Ff.  (Ff.  i.  6,  in  the  Camb.  Univ.  Library) ;  T.,  here  put  for  Trin. 
(Trin.  Coll.  Camb.  B.  3.  19) ;  aln  Ha.  (HarL  7578).     The  textJbUows  F.  mainly. 

Page  82.    21,  MSS.  was  {for  nas),  twice;  wrongly.    77.  MSS.  is  {for  nisX 

IIL    THE  BOOK  OF  THE  DUCHESSE. 

The  authorities  are  only  Th.  (Thynne*s  edition,  153a) ;  and  three  MSS.^  viz.  F.  (Fairfistx 
16) ;  Tn.  (Tanner  346) ;  B.  (Bodley  638).  /  fallow  F.  maifdy.  B.  and  F.  are  much 
alike. 

Page  83.    6.  All  take  no  kepe.     14.  AU  sorwfol  (badly) ;  read  sory.     33.  AU  this. 

Page  84.  j6.  Not  in  Tn.  B. ;  Th.  F.  of  Alcyone  his  wyfe.  80.  Not  in  Tn.  B. ;  Th.  F. 
began  to  yeme ;  read  gan  to  -erme.  8a.  Not  in  Tn.  B. ;  Th.  F.  her  thought  so  {copied 
from  81) ;  read  he  dwelte  so.  86.  Not  in  Tn.  B. ;  Th.  F.  That  she  had  this ;  I  omit  she, 
and  supply  alas  from  87,  where  it  occurs  after  him,  and  makes  the  line  too  long, 
101.  .4 1{  this  lady  ;  /or  she.  107.  AlZwepte;  read  weep.  131.  .4ZZ  right  so  (but  right 
belongs  to  1.  133). 

Pago  85.  149.  AU  speke  right  so  {but  right  belongs  to  L  150).  158,  159.  AU  noght 
{Jbr  nothing).  175.  Tn.  slepte ;  F.  slept ;  #00  177.  185.  AU  up  and  axed.  204.  AU  am. 
ao6.  I  supply  look.    207.  AU  for  snche ;  read  at  whiche.     21a.  AU  alias  ;  read  A. 

Page  86.  264.  All  insert  queue  after  goddesse.  294.  AU  And ;  read  L  396.  AU 
insert  my  before  slepe.  300.  AU  ouer  al ;  I  omit  ouer.  328.  AU  and  of  king.  329.  AU 
repeat  of  king  b^ore  Lamedon.  35a  AU  insert  And  eke  before  of  Medea.  331.  AU 
and  of  {for  and),  332.  {Marked  by  mistake  ;  so  in  MSS.)  334.  AU  And ;  read  Of. 
342.  AU  insert  to  b^ore  cold. 

Page  87.  348.  AU  And  I ;  omit  And.  38a  AU  and  so  at ;  omit  sa  443.  AU  inaert 
right  b^ore  wonder. 

Page  88.  454.  AU  but  B.  insert  right  b^/bre  yong.  473.  All  insert  fbl  b^fijn  weL 
479.  After  this  line^  Th.  inserts  And  thus  in  sorowe  leffce  me  alone ;  it  is  spurious. 
[Hence  there  is  no  line  480.]  498.  AU  for  ther  no ;  and  is  {for  was).  517.  AU  had 
jrgrct ;  read  grett€  ;  see  503.    548.  Insert  good ;  c£  714,  721. 

Page  sa    570.  All  with  his ;  omit  his.    571.  AU  may  no ;  omit  no.    583.  .^tt  io  ftil ; 
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emit  fal.  584.  AU  That ;  read  Thogh.  586.  For  the  former  hit,  all  have  him ; 
585.  589.  F.  B.  Thesiphns ;  Tn.  Tesiphos ;  Th.  Tesyphns  (mmcrUten  for  Cesiphns  = 
Sesiphns).  599.  F.  Th.  8oiowe(!)j  Tn.  8orov(!);  read  song.  630.  Th.  Tn.  flonres; 
F.  B.  flonrys ;  read  floor  is. 

Page  90.  66a.  All  in  the;  omit  the.  681.  All  she  my  fen;  read  my  fers  she 
(Koch).  693.  AU  For  ther ;  omit  For.  731.  AU  yia  parde ;  omit  yis.  728.  All  also ; 
read  als.  753.  AU  the  qnene  ;  omit  the.  74a  All  no  man ;  read  noon.  745.  F.  Tn. 
Loo  she  that  may  he ;  Th.  Howe  that  may  be ;  here  she  is  an  error  for  sir ;  and  how 
that  may  be  for  how  may  that  be  ;  the  edition  of  1550  hae  Howe  may  that  be. 

Page  9t.  751.  All  ineert  shalt  after  thou ;  omit  it  (Koch).  771.  AU  I  prayde ;  omit 
I.  779.  AU  moste  able ;  omit  moste.  785.  AU  ryght  so ;  omit  ryght.  803.  All  That 
tyme  and  ;  omit  That  tyme.  805.  All  on  a  day.  806.  AU  ther  that  I ;  omit  that. 
833.  AU  Than  any  other  phmete  in  heven.  828.  All  and  of;  omit  of.  839.  ^K  and 
so ;  omit  and.  84a  ^22  connseyl  (a  ^lo«8  upon  reed,  fA«  original  tcord),  844.  ^U 
better. 

Pago  92.  895.  .ilZ  But  which  ;  omit  But.  905.  Was  white  ;  omit  white  (reserved 
for  L  948).  934.  AU  swere  wel ;  omit  weL  930.  AZZ  never  yet ;  omit  yet.  943.  jlU 
and  pure  flat ;  omit  pure.    945.  AU  or ;  read  and. 

Page  93.  959.  All  nere  pnre ;  omit  pore.  971.  AU  swere  wel ;  read  sweren. 
994.  AU  And  therto ;  omit  And.  997.  AU  What  harme  was;  but  harm  is  mono- 
syllabic  losa  wolde  not ;  read  nolde,  losS.  ^Uinto;  read  to,  104a  .^U  and  my 
goddesse  (!) ;  read  and  my  lisse  (L  e.  consolation).     1Q51.  All  loked  her ;  omit  her. 

Page  94.  1075.  All  nay  trewly  I;  omit  trewly.  1099.  AU  conde  tho;  read  tho 
conde.     1147.  AU  hit  not  never ;  omit  not. 

Page  95.  1188.  AU  am ;  read  nam.  1189.  AU  sey  right ;  omit  right.  1334.  ^U  to 
false  ;  omit  to.     1339.  AU  lyght  as ;  omit  ryght. 

Page  96.     1364.  AU  thynges ;  read  thing.     1333.  AU  ther  was ;  omit  ther. 

IV.    THE  OOMPLEYNT  OF  MAES. 

The  authorities  are:  F.  (Fairfax  16);  Tn.  (Tkmner  346);  Jo.  (Julian  Kotaiy's 
edition) ;  HarL  (Harl.  7333) ;  T.  (Trin.  Coll.  Camb.,  R  3.  so);  Ar.  (Arch.  Selden  B.  34, 
in  the  Bodleian  Library) ;  Th.  (Thynne*s  edition,  1533).     I  foUow  F.  mainly. 

Page  98.    89.  AU  nygh  dreynt ;  omit  nygh.     135.  AU  transpose  hir  and  don. 

Page  99.  141.  AU  god  helpe;  read  helpe  god ;  and  accent  sely  and  Yenns  on  the 
latter  syllable. 

Page  1(X).    374.  Most  MSS.  hone  to  so ;  T.  omits  ta 

V.    THE  PA  ELEMENT  OF  FOULEa 

The  authorities  are :  F.  (Fairfax  16) ;  Og.  (Og.  4.  37,  Camb.  Univ.  Library) ;  Trin. 
(Trin.  ColL  Omb.  R.  3.  19) ;  Cx.  (CSaxton's  edition) ;  HarL  (Harleian  7333) ;  O.  (Stk 
John's  ColL,  Oxford) ;  Ff.  (Ff.  i.  6,  Camb.  Univ.  LibraiyX  /  have  also  consulted  Tn, 
(Tanner  346);  D.  (Digby  181);  and  others,  I  foUow  F.  mainly;  chi^y  corrected 
byGg, 

Page  101.    39.  AU  he  ;  read  hit ;  #00  36,  43. 

Page  106.    396.  AU  have  formed. 

Page  109.    613.  Gg.  renfolles  (I) ;  Pepys,  rowthitill ;  rest  rewAil  (!). 
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VL    A  COMPLEINT  TO  HIS  LADY. 

Only  tvDO  MS,  copies :  Sh.  (Shirley's  Ma,  HarL  78) ;  Ph.  (Fhillipps  9053,  now  Addit. 
34360).  Also  Ed.  (edition  of  1561 X  /  .fi}Uow  8h.  mainly;  Imt  correct  many  bad 
apellinga  ;  and  supply  many  words^  and  even  lines.    Lines  124-133  are  in  Ph.  only. 

Page  111.  14.  AU  now  doth ;  /  omit  now.  15.  TMs  line  is  supplied^  to  ritne  tcith 
L  17.  19.  Sh.  and  yit  my;  I  put  fro  /or  yit.  24.  This  line  supplied;  to  rime  tcith 
L  22  ;  cf.  CompL  of  Mara,  189.  25,  26,  Supplied ;  cf.  CompL  to  Pite,  22,  17 ;  Anelida, 
307.    33.  /  omit  she  h^ore  sleeth.    56.  A  line  lost ;  supplied  JYom  Anelida,  181. 

Page  112.  59.  Supplied  from  Anelida,  182.  68.  Sh.  oner  da  78.  Sh.  yoore ;  read  yow. 
79.  Sh.  wist  that  were  ;  /  omit  that.  Sh.  your  hyenesse  (repeated  from  76) ;  read  yow 
distresso.  82.  {The  dagger  sho%dd  precede  is) ;  Sh.  thane  is  ;  omit  thane.  102.  Sh.  beon 
oner ;  read  ever  been.  103.  Imperfect;  I  supply  here.  104.  Sh.  Bat  the  ;  omit  Bui. 
114.  Sh.  nought)  read  nothing.  12a  Sh.  no  trewer  so  verrayly;  Ed.  no  trewer 
verely  {false  rime),  127.  Ph.  For  wele  ;  om.  For.  129.  Not  in  Sh. ;  Ph.  That  yow 
myght  offenden.     132.  Not  in  Sh. ;  Ph.  no  blisse ;  omit  no.     133.  Ph.  dwelle  withyn. 

VIL    ANELIDA  AND  AECilTR 

AuthorUies:  HarL  (HarL  7333) ;  F-  (Fairfax  16) ;  Tn.  (Tanner  346) ;  D.  (Digby  181); 
Cx.  (Caxton's  edition) ;  B.  (Bodley  638);  Lt.  (Longleat  MS.);  Th.  (Thynne*s  edition, 
1532X    IfoUow  F.  mainly. 

FsLge  114.  91.  Th.  Tn.  HarL  tmsteth;  rest  trusted;  read  trust  (=tru8teth). 
129.  AU  lenger  she  ;  omit  she. 

Page  116.     174.  AU  speketh  she.     191.  AU  nn-to  ;  read  to. 

Page  116.    241.  AU  be  founde ;  but  be  was  copied  in  from  L  240^ 

Vin.    CHAUCEES  WOEDES  UNTO  ADAM. 

From  T.  (Trin,  ColL  Camb.,  H.  3.  20).    Also  in  Ed.  (edition  of  1561). 

Page  118.     3.  T.  thy  long  lokkes ;  omit  long.    4.  T.  wryte  more  truwe ;  omit  more. 

IX.    THE  FOBMEB  AGE. 

Two  copies:  L  (li  3.  21,  Camb.  Univ.  Libraiy);  Hh.  (Hh.  4.  la,  in  the  aameX 
Chi^yfiwnL 

Page  118.  3.  I.  paied  of  the ;  omit  the.  11.  L  gnoddod ;  Hh.  knoddyd ;  correctly 
gnldon,  pt,  pL  cf  golden. 

Pago  119.  23.  Both  No  bataUs  trompes ;  omit  batails.  34.  L  No  places  wildnesse ; 
Hh.  No  place  of  wildnesse ;  omit  places,  place  o£    56.  A  line  loti  ;  I  supply  it, 

X.  FOETUNK 

Authorities:  I.  (li  3.  21,  Camb.  Univ.  Library);  A.  (Ashmole  59);  T.  (Trin.  ColL 
Camb.) ;  F.  (Fairfax  x6) ;  B.  (Bodley  638) ;  H.  (HarL  2251X 

XL    MEBCILES  BEAUTE. 
One  copy :  P.  (Pepys  2006X    36.  P.  this ;  read  ther. 

XIL    TO  BOSEMOUNDE. 
One  copy:  MS.  BawL  Poet.  163  ;  leaf  114. 
Page  121.    II.  semy (fie);  read  seemly,    fynall (/or  ilnal,  a  miireadjiv  O/nuJX 
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XHL    TRUTH. 

Authoritiea:  At  (Addit.  Z0340);  G^.  (G^.  4.  37,  Camb.  Univ.  Libraiy);  K  (Elles- 
mere  MS.) ;  Ct.  (Cotton,  Qeop.  D.  7) ;  T.  (TrixL  ColL  B.  3.  to);  F.  (Eairfiu  16) ;  and 
others,    Chi^y  from  £.     The  Envoy  ia  in  At  only. 

Page  122.  19.  Know  thy  contree ;  HarL  F.  T.  Loke  vp  on  hie.  ao.  Hold  the  hye 
"wey ;  HarL  F.  Wejrve  thy  lost 

XIV.    GENTILESSE. 

Authorities:  A.  (Aahmole  59);  T.  (Trin.  ColL  R.  3.  ao);  HarL  (HarL  7333);  Ct 
(Cotton,  Cleop.  D.  7) ;  Ha.  (HarL  7578) ;  Add.  (Addit  aaiyg) ;  Cx.  (Caxton's  edition). 
I  follow  Cx.  mainly. 

Page  128.  ao,  Cz.  makes  hem  eyres,  that  can  hem  qneme  ;  A.  mathe  his  hejrre 
him  that  wol  him  qweme  ;  Ct.  That  maketh  his  heirea  hem,  &c. 

XV.    LAK  OF  STEDFASTNESSK 
Authorities:  HarL  (HarL  7333);  T.  (Trin.  Coll.  B.  3.  20);  Ct  (Cotton,  Cleop.  D.  7); 
F.  (Fairfieuc  16) ;  Add.  (Addit  22139) ;   Bann.  (Bannatyne) ;  Th.  (Thynne's  edition, 
1532) ;  and  others,    I  follow  Ct  mainly, 

XVL    LENVOY  A  SCOGAN. 

Authorities :  Gg.  (Gg.  4. 37,  Ciunb.  Univ.  Library) ;  F.  (Fairfax  16) ;  P.  (Pepys  3006) ; 
Til.  (Thynne's  edition,  1532).    I  follow  F.  mairXy, 

XVIL    LENVOY  A  BUKTON. 

Authorities:  F.  (Fairfax  16) ;  Th.  (Thynne*s  edition) ;  Jo.  (Julian  Notary's  edition). 
J  follow  F.  mainly, 

XVllL    THE  COMPLEYNT  OF  VENUS. 

Authorities:  T.  (Trin.  ColL  B.  3.  20);  A.  (Ashmole  59);  Tn.  (Tanner  346);  F. 
(Fairfax  16) ;  Ff.  (Ff.  1. 6,  Camb.  Univ.  Library) ;  Ar.  (Arch.  Selden,  P.  24) ;  P.  (Pepys 
2006) ;  Th.  (Thynno's  edition,  X532X    I  follow  F.  mainly. 

N.  B.  Another  authority  is  the  set  of  three  original  French  Ballades  by  Otes  de 
Graunson,  which  Chaucer  here  imitates. 

Page  125.  31.  AU  Pley  or  Pleye ;  read  Pleyne,  translation  of  original  French 
Plaindre, 

XIX.    THE  COMPLEINT  TO  HIS  PURSE. 

Authorities :  F.  (Fairfax  16) ;  HarL  (HarL  77^^) ;  Ff.  (Ff  1. 6,  Camb.  Univ.  library) ; 
P.  (Pepys  3006) ;  Add.  (Addit  22139);  ^^  (Caxton's  edition) ;  Th.  (Thynne's  od.  1532X 
I  follow  F.  mainly. 

XX.    PEOVEBBS. 

AuthorUies:  F.  (Fairfax  16);  Ha.  (HarL  7578);  Ad.  (Addit  16165).  I  foUow  F. 
mainly. 

Page  126.     i.  All  insert  thus  <Kft^  these ;  /  omit  thus. 

XXL    AGAINST  WOMEN  LTiCONSTANT. 

Authorities :  Ct.  (Cotton,  Cleop.  D.  7) ;  F.  (Fairfax  16) ;  Ha.  (HarL  3758) ;  Ed.  (Stowe'a 
edition,  1561). 
F&ge  127.    27.  AU  stondeth;  read  stant 
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xxiL  coMPLEnrr  damoubs. 

Authorities :  HarL  (HarL  7333) ;  P.  (Pairfia  16) ;  R  (Bodley  €38). 
Pftge  127.    4.  All  right  thus ;  omit  right.    9.  AU^e;  read  Por. 
Page  12&    86.  I  supply  ther^Vom  ParL  Ponies,  31a 

XXHL    A  BALADE  OP  COMPLEYNT. 
JSole  copy :  MS.  Addit.  16165,  foL  256,  hack. 

XXIV.    WOMANLY  NOBLESSE. 

Sole  copy:  MS.  Addit.  34360,  foL  ai,  back. 

Page  129.  13.  This  line  is  supplied  by  toi^jecture,  18.  MS.  for  to ;  I  omit  for. 
35.  And  thjHEikith  be  raiflon  {too  long),  26.  for  til  do  the ;  /  omit  the,  and  substitute  to 
/(oriiL 

TKANSLATION  OF  BOETHIUS. 

Authorities :  C.  (Camb.  Univ.  Libiaxy,  IL  3.  21) ;  A.  (Addit.  10340) ;  Ed.  (Thynne*8 
edition,  1533) ;  Cx.  (Carton's  edition) ;  li.  (IL  i.  38) ;  &o.    I  follow  C.  maitdy. 

Page  181.    Prosx  L  74.  Cx.  Th.  from ;  MSSL  omit  from. 

Pktge  ISa  pR.  nL  63.  Cx.  Th.  Soranos  {as  in  Latin  text) ;  C.  A.  Sorans.  Mrt.  IV. 
13.  Cx.  Th.  leyte  ;  li  leit;  C.  A.  light. 

Page  184.  Pa.  IV.  97.  This  Gloss  is  misplaced  in  the  MSS. ;  it  comes  in  bt/ore  Textna 
ML  87. 

Page  144.    Pa.  IIL  66,  I  omit  and  b^/bre  fViIAildest ;  it  is  worse  than  needless. 

Page  168.     Pr.  VIII.  aS,  C.  A.  vindinge ;  Cx.  vryndy ;  Lat.  uentosam. 

Page  166.    Pa.  II.  125.  I  supply  nat,  for  clearness ;  it  is  implied  in  the  following  ne. 

Page  188.    Pa.  VL  30a    AUihe;  read  that 

Page  190.  MsT.  VL  38.  Bead  bxetheth ;  IL  brethith  ;  A.  bredith  ;  C,  Ed.  bereth; 
lAt,  spirat 

Page  196.    Pa.  IIL  19a.  AU  of  the  whiche<fio  sense);  reeuZthan  whiohe. 


TROILUS  AND  CRISEYDE. 

Authorities:  CL  (Campsall  MS.) ;  Cp.  (Corp.  Chr.  ColL  Cam.  61) ;  H.  (HarL  aOo); 
Ha.  (HarL  3943);  Cm.  (Og.  4.  27,  in  Camb.  Univ.  Library) ;  Ed.  (edition  by  Thynae, 
153a).    IfoUow  CL  and  Cp.  mainly,  wihich  are  much  alike. 

Page  247.    17.  All  hem ;  read  him ;  see  L  19. 

Page  249.  144.  d.  Cp.  H.  ben  ay  I-lyke ;  Ed.  to  ben  aye  ylike ;  Hj.  bene  ylyke ; 
Cm.  ay  ben  I-lik ;  read  been  y-like  ay. 

Page  266.  572.  Cm.  thoorrste ;  Cp.  H.  thmste ;  CL  dorste ;  Ha.  Ed.  durst ;  read 
thurfte. 

Page  279.    391.  H.  troste  {rightly)  \  rest  trust    AU  to  finden  {or  finde) ;  omU  ta 

Page  814.    1 109.  AU  the  est ;  read  th*est 

Page  821.    1586.  AU  That  she ;  omit  That     1618.  AU  Come  or  Com, 
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THE  HOUS  OF  FAME. 

AtUhorities  :  F.  (Fairfax  x6) ;  B.  (Bodily  658) ;  P.  (Pepys  aoo6) ;  Cz.  (Caxton's  edition) 
Th.  (Thynne's  edition,  155a).    I  follow  F.  mainly. 

Page  826.  8.  All  why  this;  amU  why.  11.  why  these ;  omit  why.  jo.  All  ia 
more  ;  omit  ia.    24.  ^I{  needlessly  insert  the  (or  her)  b^ore  brayn. 

Page  827.  88.  All  ponerte ;  read  povert ;  or  elide  the  final  e.  119.  All  slept, 
slepte ;  read  sleep  ;  see  438. 

Page  829.    362.  All  But  al ;  omii  Bnt. 

Page  880.  366.  All  in-to  ;  read  in.  37a  MSS.  Alias  {or  alas  !)  ^  read  Eneas.  {Hovh 
ever  Th.  Aa«  him,  alas.)  399.  Cx.  Th.  Oenone  {which  read  aefour  sylUMes,  0-e-no-ne, 
as  in  TroiL  i  654X 

Page  881.    513.  J II  sely ;  read  selly  (L  e.  strange). 

Page  882.  557.  Cx.  Th.  P.  agast  so ;  read  so  agast.  ($03.  AH  do ;  read  done 
{gerund).  613.  ./12Z  herke ;  reoii  herkne;  see  735.  618.  2><;/Id0n<;  I  supply  goddesse. 
eai.  ^lUytel  (litell) ;  read  lyte. 

Page  838.    727.  Cx.  Th.  P.  a  worthy ;  F.  B.  wortho  a ;  omit  a. 

Page  834.  764.  All  herke ;  see  725.  837.  F.  And  that  som  place  stide ;  B.  Th.  And 
that  som  styde ;  {not  in  Cx.  P.) ;  read  And  that  the  mansioun  ;  see  754,  831.  83a  All 
That ;  read  Than. 

Page  835.  896.  Cx.  Th.  gan  to  ;  rest  to ;  read  gan.  911.  All  token  (!) ;  read  toon ; 
see  890. 

Page  836.  1007.  F.  Cx.  Th.  B.  Athalantes;  P.  athlaontres  (cf.  Atlante,  Ovid, 
Fasti,  V.  83). 

Page  337.     1114.  F.  citee ;  P.  cite  (=site) ;  rest  cyte. 

Page  838.  1177.  Supply  cTBftfrom  h  1178,  where  it  occurs^  after  cast,  in  Cx.  Th.  P. 
1 189.  B.  Habewynnes;  P.  Babewenries ;  {all  corrupt).  1210.  F.  Saten;  B.  Sate;  Cx. 
Th.  Sat ;  P.  Sett ;  read  Seten. 

Page  839.  1359.  Th.  pleyeng;  rest  pley.  1271.  AU  the  {put  for  thee).  1303.  F. 
hat ;  B.  hate  ;  Cx.  Th.  hackyng  ;  read  hatte. 

Page  840.  1361.  F.  B.  Sit;  Cx.  P.  Sat;  read  Sitte.  1373.  All  wonderly;  see  1327, 
1415.  All  And  thus ;  omit  And. 

Page  841.  1494.  F.  high  the  {fbr  highthe);  Cx.  Th.  heyght;  read  highte; 
see  744.     1537.  All  into ;  read  in. 

Page  842.     157a  AU  Upon ;  read  Up. 

Page  843.  1666.  All  werkes ;  read  werk  {and  so  in  1701, 1720),  x686.  All  of  bawme; 
omit  of.    1735.  F.  B.  Th.  Al  so ;  rest  And  so ;  read  Sa 

Page  844.     1765.  F.  B.  now  let  se ;  omit  now.     1813.  AU  grete,  gret ;  read  gretest. 

Page  846.  1853.  F.  Th.  be  noght  for;  Cx.  B.  be  for;  read  be  but  for.  1887.  AU 
thinge,  thing ;  read  thinges.  1897.  AU  wote  ;  read  wiste ;  see  1901.  1903.  All  dwelled 
or  dwellyth.  1907.  B.  Whithen ;  rest  Why  than ;  read  Whiche.  194a  F.  Cx.  B. 
hattes  (!) ;  Th.  hutches ;  read  hottcs. 

Page  846.  1961, 1963.  AU  werres,  restes ;  read  werre,  reste.  1967.  AU  and  eek  of; 
omit  and  eek  (c£  1968).  1975.  AU  wrongly  write  misgovemement  as  one  word, 
3009.  All  these ;  read  swiche.  2017.  F.  frot  {for  ftoit  =  fruit);  B.  foot;  Cx.  Th. 
swote.  303I,  AU  yaf  in :  omit  in.  3026.  F.  B.  here  anoon  (anon);  Cx.I3i«  heze;  fvad 
anoon  heer. 
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Page  847.  3049.  -^^^  ^^  (•)  \  ^^^  ^^®  other.  ^055.  All  And  thiu  (twice);  omit  And 
(Ueice\  2061.  P.  B.  forth  ryght  to ;  Cx.  forth  tmto ;  Th.  streyght  to ;  read  forth  to. 
M}j6.  F.  B.  Went  every  monthe  (!) ;  Th.  Cx.  Wente  euery  tydyng ;  read  Wonte  every 
word.  1083.  AU  and  wente  ;  read  hit  wente.  2104.  R  haae  that  oon ;  F.  han  on ; 
Th.  have  one.    All  omit  of. 

Page  84a  2152.  B.  nose ;  F.  Th.  noyso  (!).  F.  an  highen  (!) ;  Th.  on  hyghen  (!) ;  B. 
and  3ren  ;  read  on  hyghe  {or  on  hyeX 

THE  LEGEND  OF  GOOD  WOMEN. 

Autltoritiea :  for  Text  A  (earlier  version)  of  the  Prologue :  eole  copy  C.  (Gg.  4.  a;,  in 
Camb.  Univ.  Library).  For  Text  B  (later  version)  of  the  same,  and  all  the  rest : 
F.  (Fairfax  16) ;  Tn.  (Tanner  346) ;  T.  (Trin.  ColL  Cam.  R.  3.  19) ;  A.  (Arch,  Selden. 
B.  24);  B.  (Bodley  638);  P.  (Pepys  aoo6);  Th.  (Thynne*B  edition,  1532);  aleo  C.  (aa 
above);  Add.  (Addit.  9832). 

Pago  853,  coL  i.  135.  C.  is  here  corrupt ;  it  has — ^The  honour  and  the  humble 
obcysaunce.  /  suggest  They  dide  honour  and  humble  obeysaunces ;  or  read  Yelding 
honour,  &c.  (as  in  col.  aX    Col.  i ;  137,  138 ;  imperfect ;  IJIU  up  the  gaps. 

Page  870.    843.  All  ronten  (rente),  wrongly ;  read  rondcn. 

Pago  874.  1126.  ^U  honourable;  nsod  noble;  see  1143,  1210,  1222. 

Page  876.  12 17.  C.  bestys  wildo  ;  T.  A.  P.  wild  bestjra;  rest  wilde  hertes;  read 
hertes  wilde.     1238.  All  and  becom  (against  metre) ;  read  to  been. 

Page  87a     1463.  All  yle  of;  omit  of. 

Pago  883.     1879.  All  himself  or  himselfe  ;  read  himsclve. 

Page  887.    2138.  All  was  i>erformcd  ;  rea<l  performed  was. 

Page  8Sa     2227.  All  quyte  him ;  read  him  quyte. 

Page  398.    2592.  Th.  And  what ;  C.  T.  That  what ;  read  What 


TREATISE  ON  THE  ASTllOLABE. 

AutJiorities :  A.  (CSamb.  Univ.  Library,  Dd.  3.  53) ;  B.  (Bodley,  E.  Museo  54) ;  C. 
(Bawlinson  1370) ;  D.  (Ashmole  391) ;  R  (Bodley  619) ;  P.  (Ck>rpuB  424) ;  G.  (Trin.  Coll. 
Cam.  H.  15.  18) ;  H.  (Sloane  314) ;  L  (Sloane  291) ;  K.  (Bawlinson,  Misc.  3) ;  L.  (Addit 
23002) ;  M.  (St  John's  ColL  Cam.) ;  N.  (Digby  72) ;  O.  (Ashmole  360) ;  P.  (Camb.  Univ. 
Library,  Dd.  12.  51) ;  Q.  (Ashmole  393) ;  B.  (Egerton  2622);  S.  (Addit  29250).  IfMow 
A.  mainly ;  collated  with  B.  a  I.  M.  P.  The  latter  pari  (after  Part  TL  §  40)  Aom 
Jj,  M.  N.  0.  P.  R.  a 

Part  899.  §  12.  8,  9.  MSS.  wrongly  transpose  umbra  versa,  and  umbra  recta 
(=  umbra  extensa). 

Page  402.    §  3.  51,  53.  For  18,  some  MSS.  have  12. 

Page  403.  §  3.  62, 63.  Some  MSS.  8  and  2 ;  others,  9  and  la  64.  Some  23 ;  otherg  la 
§  4.  12.  C.  P.  fox^seide  same  degree ;  omit  same.  25.  All  15 ;  read  25 ;  Lat  text, 
viginti  quingue. 

Page  409.  §  25.  45.  Two  sots  of  readings  here ;  the  second  set  puts  the  Son  in 
10  degrees  of  Leo,  with  an  altitude  of  56,  and  declination,  18 ;  difference,  38. 

Page  410.    §  aa    37.  All  heed  (heued) /or  ende,  absurdly ;  cf.  27,  31. 


I^Bge  tli.     9  41k    &  Bead  pir  Mrtha ;  nlwrfttn  for  loiine  ta  A.  B. ;  ofAcrt  M»v 

P«gB*lB.  %  40.  js-  \.<mUt  of  and  decreet;  bat  retaint}.  93.  P.tuppUathtlait 
Kce  Konlt,  Khkh  A.  B.  C.  E.  vmtt.    %  4J.   24.  i.'i'  For  i.il.hiu6;  for  3,  U.  Aoj  4. 

Pbro  ill  5«.  «).  N.  vnton;  nod  wryte.  j6.  L  N.  O.  pudd;  M.  oniif*; 
reiul  laae. 

P«go  in,     5  4J.     10.  L.  I  wiJd  wyttyn ;  N.  IwrtCFii ;  0.  wrytonn. 


THE  CANTERBURY  TALES. 

AvtboTitUl :  E.  (Elle»mot«  MS.)  j  Hn.  (Hengwrt  US.) ;  Cm.  (Og,  4, 17,  Cunb.  fnir. 

Library);  Cp.t-*Bi"y  ■«!SS?.i^M&) ;  Ln.  (L«iuKi™ni.8ji); 

HI.  (HarL  7334)-  4-  »4,  Ounb.  Univ.  Libnu?) ;  Reg.  (Reg. 

17D.  XT.);  Add.  MS.)!  SL  (Slwme,  168s). 


p>ei)42i. 

Pago  422. 

252  b, 

Pago  135. 

■J50.  All                                                mot. 

Page  413. 

1979.  HI.  awymbnl ;  ntl  rambeL 

Pago  4i0. 

J4«>.  AU  inarrt  tbo  (or  thy)  fcyire  victoria ;  it  tlogi  Ou  Unt. 

PagBlflS. 

3155.  3'S6-  J^"™  E-  C™.  HL  i  rut  omit. 

Pago  462. 

Mil,  34J7; 

PageiOS. 

3731,3731.  Prom 'E.  {alto  In  old  edltlom);  ml  omtt. 

Paga  4U0.  381S.  Now£lii  it  an  JnleHllonal  errur;  Me  3834. 

Pago  t'6.  47.  DiL  Bnt ;  rttt 

FageiSt  631.  A  Hvrrt  lime;  UntlHtBl. 

Page  486.  791.  ^,   fBSWl;  rtadjm-tn. 

PBgB492.  I  tmU;  maltiljf/iroBiCp.     1 189.  JToit  JfS5.  phialya* ; 

Slouaa^  philljaa;  pfajiicefl,  i-e.  phjaicfla  liber. 

pBfca  COS.  1995.  Supplifd/fom  Ua  Beg.  17  D.  xv  ;  mott  U3S.  omll  au  Uiu, 

Pago  609.  Mjj,  J3J3.  A'ot  <n  tA<  MSS.,  tut  nteatarn  \  nipplied/nm  iij^  and  33»j, 

Pago  Bie.     iGi],  1G14.  A'oC  In  CAa  MSS. ;  tupplicd  bji  f  miulajin^  U«  French  text. 

Pago  G^.     1S54.  '^un  namore  to  goi  It  not  In  the  MSS.  |  but  (t  tuxe-arv. 

Page  GSe.  3564.  AAer  this  Una  moat  MSB.  loaert  the  lUniea  from  Knu  to  Cixatra 
(IL  J*W-39S6) ;  incorroctly. 

Pago  668,     3657-  MSaNortlii  nod  Sonth. 

Pago  641.    3910.  HI.  TalirisQ ',  ml  Taleiiua ;  ed.  ijGi,  Valerie  (rightly).  ' 

Paga  640.    4166. -<H  MSS.  ?ffl^i«*ar      herken  a/terBnt. 

Pago  682.     1194,     After  this  IL  1307,  ijoS  ;  which  are  out  of 

plnce  here.  MSS.  omit  thsK  Uuca,  baving 

insortod  them  after  B:  is  right. 

Page  62E.      314a.    The  MSa  omit  tlie  word  ilorlee,   leaTiiig  aenae  and  mstre 

Pago  ei».     to.  Moat  MSS.  i^vepibna,  which -will  not  aeon;  hut  Hn.  baapijbw^ 
which  also  occnra  iu  Troilna. 
Pago  G8G.     6ki.  /  tupptj/  do. 
Pago66S.    377.  For 'Talerianii'tlwUSS.  abmrdly  have' Ceciliet'j  but  the  Latin 
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Page  664.  1171.  E.  temod ;  Cm.  temede ;  red  tomed|  torongly.  So  also  in  L  1374 
below. 

Page  674.  la  Chaaoer  has  made  a  mistake ;  for  the  monea  read  Satumea.  Libra 
is  the  exaltation  of  Saturn,  not  of  the  Moon. 

Page  687.  387.  HI.  springers ;  Hn.  sprynge ;  £.  Pt  Ln.  sprj'ngen.  Perhaps 
*  springes  *  would  be  better. 

Page  689.    443.  All  MSS.  tranapoae  Laban  and  Pharao. 

Page  696.  616.  Some  needful  words  are  here  supplied ;  HSS.  omit  '  god  . . . 
bitraysen.' 

Page  707.  858.  Bead  busshes ;  K  Seld.  Ln.  beautees  (!) ;  Cm.  beauteis  (!) ;  HL 
beautes  (!) ;  Pt.  bewtees  (!). 

Page  711.    955.  E.  Cm.  Danyel ;  rest  Dauid,  aeinthe  French  original. 


GLOSSARIAL   INDEX. 


The  references  in  this  Index  are  given  according  to  the  following  scheme. 

Poems  denoted  by  Arabic  numerals  are  Minor  Poems.  Thus,  under  *  Abaved,'  the 
reference  '  3.  614 '  means  Minor  Poem  no.  3,  line  614,  or  I.  614  of  the  Book  of  the 
Duchesse.  The  letter  *  R.'  refers  to  the  Romaunt  of  the  Rose,  Fragment  A,  in  pp.  1-18 ; 
the  rest  of  the  Poem,  not  being  Chaucer's,  is  indexed  separately.  Thus  '  R.  163'  means 
1.  163  of  the  Romaunt. 

The  five  books  of  Boethius  are  denoted  by  B  i,  B  2,  B  3.  B  4,  B  5,  respectively ;  and 
the  '  prose '  and  *  metrical '  sections  are  denoted  by  '  p  *  and  *  m.'  Thus,  under  *  Abais- 
sen,'  the  reference  '  B  4.  p  7.  8x  '  means  '  Boethius,  bk.  iv.  prose  7,  line  8x.'  The  five 
books  of  Troilus  are  denoted  by  T.  i.,  T.  ii.,  T.  iii.,  T.  iv.,  and  T.  v.  Thus  '  T.  iii.  1233  * 
means  '  Troilus,  bk.  iii.,  line  1233.' 

The  House  of  Fame  and  the  Legend  of  Good  Women  are  denoted  by '  HF.'  and 
'  L.'  respectively.  If,  in  the  latter  case,  the  italic  letter  '  a '  follows  the  number  of  the 
line,  the  reference  is  to  the  earlier  ^or  A-text)  of  the  Prologue  to  the  Legend.  Thus 
*  HF.  865  •  means  *  House  of  Fame,  hne  865.'  Again, '  L.  2075 '  means  *  Legend  of  Good 
Women,  line  2075 ; '  and '  L.  200  a '  means  '  Legend,  &c.,  line  200  of  the  text  in  the  lefl- 
hand  column.' 

The  Prologue  and  the  two  books  of  the  Treatise  on  the  Astrolabe  are  denoted, 
respectively,  by  *A.  pr.,'  'A.  i.,'  and  'A.  ii.'  Thus  the  reference  'A.  ii.  10.  8'  means 
'  Astrolabe,  bk.  ii.  §  10,  line  8 ; '  and  '  A.  pr.  10 '  means  '  Astrolabe,  prologue,  line  la' 

References  to  the  Canterbury  Tales  are  known  by  the  use  of  the  letters  A,  B,  C,  D, 
E,  F.  G,  H,  and  I,  which  are  used  to  denote  the  various  Groups  into  which  the  Tales 
are  divided.  In  this  case, '  A '  is  never  followed  by  a  fiiU  stop  or  by  Roman  numerals, 
as  when  the  'Astrolabe'  is  referred  to;  and  such  a  reference  as  'B  5,'  meaning 
line  5  of  Group  B,  is  quite  distinct  from  'B  ^.  p  i.  i,'  where  *B  5'  means  bk.  t. 
of  Boethius,  and  is  invariably  accompanied  by  the  '  p '  or  '  m '  denoting  the  '  prose '  or 
'  metre.' 

Summary  of  the  Minor  Poems.  The  Minor  Poems  are  all  numbered,  viz.  i  (ABC.) ; 
2  (Compleynte  unto  Pite) ;  3  (Book  of  the  Duchesse) ;  4  (Mars) ;  5  (Parlement  oif 
Foules) ;  6  (Compleint  to  his  Lady) ;  7  (Anelida) ;  8  (Wordes  to  Adam) ;  9  (Former 
Age) ;  10  (Fortune)  ;  11  (Merciless  Beauty) ;  12  (To  Rosemounde)  ;  13  (Truth) ;  14  (Gen- 
tilesse) ;  15  (Lak  of  Stedfastnesse) ;  16  (Envoy  to  Scogan) ;  17  (Envoy  to  Bukton); 
18  (Venus) ;  19  (To  his  Purse) ;  20  (Proverbs) ;  21  (Against  Women  Unconstant) ; 
22  (Amorous  Complaint) ;  23  (Balade  of  Compleynt) ;  24  (Womanly  Noblesse). 

Alphabetically,  the  references  are  to  A  (Group  A  of  Cant.  Tales) ;  A.  (Astrolabe) ; 
B  (Group  B  of  C.  TV) ;  B  I  .  .  .  B  5  (Boethius.  books  i  to  5) ;  C,  D,  E,  F,  G,  H,  I 
(Groups  C  to  I  of  C.  T.) ;  HF.  (House  of  Fame) ;  L.  (Legend  of  Good  Women) ; 
K.  (Romaunt  of  the  Rose)  ;  T.  i.  .  .  .  T.  v  (Troilus,  books  i  to  5).  The  Minor  Poems, 
numbered  i  to  24,  are  given  above. 

N.B.  Words  containing  ay,  ey,  oy,  aw,  ew,  ow,  are  sometimes  entered  as  if  spelt  with 
ai,  ei,  oi,  au,  eu,  ow,  respectively. 
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Abbreviations.  Besides  s.,  adj.,  and  adv.,  for  substantive,  adjective,  adverb,  the  fol- 
lowing are  used  in  a  special  sense: — v.,  a  verb  in  the  infinitive  mood;  ^er.,  gerund; 
pr.  s.,  present  tense,  3rd  person  singular ;  pr.  pi.,  present  tense,  3rd  person  plural. 
Other  persons  are  denoted  by  the  figures  i  or  2. 

Fragments  B  and  C  of  the  '  Romaunt '  are  glossed  in  a  separate  Index. 


A. 


A,  the  first  letter  of  the  alphabet,  T.  i.  171 : 
the  letter  A,  A  i6z. 

A,  indef.  art.  a,  A  24.  &c. ;  al  a,  the  whole 
of  a,  £  1 165;  one.  D  1396;  one  and  the 
same,  21.  5 ;  about,  some,  L.  2075. 

iL^prep.  on,  on  (the),  in,  for;  A-nighte,  by 
night,  B  3758;  A-dayes,  a-days,  E  1164; 
A-morwe,  on  the  morrow,  A  822;  A 
three,  in  three,  A  3^;  A  goddes  half, 
'  on  God's  side,'  in  God's  name.  D  50 ; 
A  goddes  name,  in  God's  name,  A  854. 

A !  int.  ah !  3.  213. 

A I  hal  interj.  aha!  T.  i.  868. 

Abaissen,  ger.  to  be  dismayed,  B  4.  p  7. 
81;  pp,  amazed,  spell-bound,  abashed, 
cast  down,  disconcerted,  £317,  1x08. 

Abak,  adv.  backwards,  A  3736;  aback, 
back,  L.  864. 

Abakward,  adv.  backward,  B  3.  m  12. 66. 

Abandoune,  v.  devote,  I  713 ;  pr.  s.  aban- 
dons, B  2767. 

Abasshen,  v.  fear,  be  abashed,  R.  1552 ; 
pp.  abashed,  confused,  confounded,  dis- 
concerted, 5.  447 ;  R.  805,  &c. 

Abate,  v.  lower,  put  down,  B  3780;  de- 
preciate, R.  286 ;  2  pr.  s.  subj.  subtract, 
A.  ii.  10.  8 ;  pp.  enfeebled,  B  3.  p  5.  52 ; 
put  down,  I  191. 

Abaved,  pp.  confounded,  disconcerted,  3. 
614. 

Abayst ;  see  Abaissen. 

Abe,  alphabet,  A.  i.  11.  3. 

A-beddLe,  in  bed,  T.  i.  915. 

Abegrfire,  v.  pay  for  it,  A  3938.  A  Kentish 
form.    See  Abeye,  Abye. 

A-begTGred,  a-begging,  F  1580. 

Abet,  s.  abetting,  aid,  T.  ii.  357. 

Abeye,  v.  pay  for,  C  100.    See  Abye. 

Abiden,  Abit ;  see  Abyde. 

Abite,  1.  habit,  dress,  L.  1^6  a. 

A-blakeberied ;  see  Blakeberied. 

Able,  adj.  capable,  3.  786;  fit,  suitable, 
adapted,  A  167;  fit,  L.  320;  fit  for.  3. 
779;  deemed  deserving,  i.  184;  fitting, 
R.  986. 

Abllniref /^> /A  enabling,  lifting,  B  3.  m 
9.  37 ;  fitting,  B  I.  m  6.  19. 

Abodes,  pi.  (j/'Abood,  s. 

Aboerhte,  ADOirbt ;  see  Abye. 

Abood,  s.  delay,  A  965;   tarrying,  T.  v. 


1307;  abiding,  continuance,  HF.   1963; 

pi.  delays,  T.  iii.  854. 
ADOOd,  //.  s.  of  Abyde. 
Aboute,  prep,  about,  round,  throughout, 

round  about,  near. 
Aboute,  adv.  about,  engaged  in,  T.  v. 

1645;    in  due    order,  in  turn,  A  890; 

around,    here    and    there;   been  a.,  go 

about,  endeavour,  A  1x42. 
Aboven,  prep,  above. 
AbregrGTOf  ^^f*  to  abridge,  shorten,  T.  iiL 

262 ;  A.  with  thy  peynes,  to  shorten  thy 

pains  with,  T.  iv.  426. 
ADrefirfiringre,  s.  abridging,  B  5.  p  i.  57 ; 

diminishing,  I  568. 
A-breyde.  v.  awake,  T.  iii.  XI13;  come  to 

my  senses.  H  F.  559 ;  Abrayd,//.  s.  {strong 

form),   woke    up,  started    up,   3.    192; 

Abreyd,  ipt.  s.  started  from  sleep,  HF. 

xxo;  Abrayde,^/.  J.  {weak  form),  started. 

B  4x98 ;  Abreyde,  awoke.  T.  i.  724. 
Abroche,  v.  broach,  D  177. 
Absdnte,  2  pr.  pi,  subJ.  absent  yourself, 

I-43- 

Abusioun,  s.  abuse,  absurdity,  T.  iv.  990 ; 
deceit,  B  2x4 ;  a  shameful  tbmg,  scandal. 
T.  iv.  106a 

Abyden,  v.  abide,  await.  1. 131 ;  wait  for. 
HF.  X086;  be  still,  withdraw,  F  1522; 
/n  s.  awaitu,  B  2175 ;  dwells,  T.  ii.  987 ; 
Abit,  pr.  s.  waits  for,  T.  i.  X09X ;  abides, 
G  1175;  imp.  s.  stay,  wait,  A  3129;  imp, 
pi.  B  1175;  pres.pt,  £  757;  Abood,  ^A  j. 
awaited,  T.  iv.  xs6;  stopped,  HF.  1062; 
expected,  3. 247 ;  Ab!den,  W.  pi.  abode,  T. 
i.  47^ ;  Abiden,  pp.  waited,  B  3.  p  9.  191. 

AbydinGrd,  s.  expectation,  B  2.  p  3.  66. 

Abye,  v,  pay  for,  A  4393 ;  pr,pi,  undergo, 
B  4.  p  4.  86 ;  Aboughte,  pi.  s,  paid  for, 
T.  V.  X756 ;  suffered  for,  A  2303 ;  Aboght, 
pp.  paid  for,  L.  2483 ;  purchased,  x8.  37 ; 
bought  dearly,  L.  X387;  atoned  for,  A 
3100.    See  ADefiTfiTO,  Abeye. 

A-caterwawed,  a-caterwaulin^,  D  354. 

Acc6sse,  s.  feverish  attack,  T.  ii.  I3X^. 

Accident,  s,  that  which  is  accidental,  T. 
iv.  1505 ;  incident,  T.  iii.  918 ;  accidental 
occurrence.  HF.  X976;  unusual  appear- 
ance, E  607;  outward  ap(>earance  (see 
note),  C539. 

Accidie,  s.  sloth,  I  388. 

Accioun,  s.  action,  i.  e.  accusation,  z.  oo. 
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Accomplice,  v.  accomplish.  A  3864. 
Accord,  s.  agreement,  B  3988;  harmony, 

B  4069 :  peace,  I  992.     See  Acord. 
Accordaunce,  s.  concord,  harmony,  R. 

496. 
Accordaunt,  aJy.  suitable,  B  4026. 
Accorde,  v.  agree ;  pr.  s,  beseems,  L.  2583. 

See  Acorde. 
Accuseth,  pr.  s.  reveals,  R.  159Z. 
Accusement,  s.  accusation  (of  her) ,  T.  iv. 

556. 
Accusour,  J.  rovealer,  T.  iii.  1450. 
Ach&t,  s.  buying,  purchase,  A  571. 
Achdtours,  p/.  buyers,  caterers,  A  568. 
Ache,  s.  ache,  T.  iv.  728. 
A-chekked,  pp.  checked,  hindered,  HF. 

2093. 
Acheve,  v.  achieve,  L.  1614. 
Achoken,  v.  choke,  stifle ;  //.  L.  aoo8. 
Acloyeth,  pr.  s.  overburdens,  5.  517. 
A-coznpas,  adv.  in  a  circle,  L.  300. 
Acomplisshe,  pr.  s.  subj.  fulfil,  compre> 

hend.  B  3.  p  10.  179. 
Acord,  5.  agreement,  5.  371 ;  concord,  5. 

381, 668 ;  accord,  3.  316 ;  in  a.,  in  tune,  5. 

197 ;  al  of  oon  a.,  in  tune,  3.  305.     Sec 

Accord. 
Acordable,  adj.  harmonious,  B  2.  m  8. 23. 
Acordaunce,  s.  concord,  B  2.  m  8.  14. 
Acordaunt,  adj.  suitable,  A  37,  3363 ;  A. 

to.  in  harmony  with,  5.  203. 
Acorde,  v.  accord,  grant,  allow,  agree, 

concern ;  pt.  s,  suited,  A  244 ;   pt.  pL 

agreed,  L.  168 ;  pres.  part,  agreeing,  B 

1737;  PP'  agreed,  A  818. 
Acorse,  1  pr.  s.  curse,  T.  iv.  839. 
Acounte,  v.  consider,  B  3391 ;  pt.  s.  valued, 

cared,  3.  1237;  2pt.  s.  didst  reckon,  B  2. 

P  5.  113- 
Acountingre,  s.  reckoning,  calculation. 

Acoyede,  pt.  s.  caressed,  B  2.  p  3.  73. 

Acquitance,  s.  release,  A  441Z  ;  deed  of 

release,  A  3327. 
Acquyte,  v.  acquit,  D  1599. 
Acurse,  v.  curse,  T.  iii.  1072, 
Acused,  pt.  s.  blamed,  T.  ii.  108 1. 
Acustomaunce,  s.   system    of  habits, 

habitual   method  of  life,  HF.  28;    Aad 

of  a.,  was  accustomed,  B  370X. 
Adamant,  s.  adamant,  A  1990 ;  loadstone, 

magnet,  R.  1182. 
Ada  we,  v.  awake,  recover,  T.  iii.  1120. 
A-day,  in  the  day,  T.  ii.  60. 
Adding*,  s.  (the)  addition,  A.  ii.  41.  16. 
A^eccioun,  s.  addition,  B  5.  p  6.  212. 
A-aoun,  adv.  downwards,  down,  L.  178 ; 

down  below,  HF.  889;  below,  H  105;  at 

the  bottom,  G  779. 
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Adrad,  A0.  afraid.  A  605;  Adred,  3.  1190. 
Adressingre,  s.  directing,  B  4.  p  5.  loi. 
Adversarie.  adj.  hostile,  i  697. 
Advertence,  J.  attention,  heed,  T.  iv.  698. 
Adv6ceM3ye8,  //.  pleas,  I',  ii.  1469. 
AdvocatSy  pt.  advocates  (in  which  the  / 

is  mute),  C  291. 
Afer,  adv.  afar,  HF.  1215. 
A-fdre,  on  fire,  T.  i.  229. 
A-teredfpp.  afraid,  affrighted,  T.  i.  974; 

Aferd.  A  628. 
AtfectiB,  pi.  desires,  T.  iii.  1391. 
Affermed,   pp.  agreed   upon,    L.   790; 

established,  A  2349. 
Affiance,  s.  trust,  B  1330. 
Aftorcedf  pp.  forced,  I  974. 
Affray,  s.  tray,  quarrel,  D  2156;  terror,  B 

1 137 :  fright,  4.  214;  dread,  7.  334. 
Affrayeth,  pr.  s.  arouses,  excites.  R.  91 ; 

pp.  frightened,  afraid,  B  563;  scared,  B 

4468 ;  roused,  3.  296. 
Affile,  V.  file,  i.  e.  render  smooth,  A  712. 
AlOT-yey Uf  pr^p.  over  against,  T.  ii.  1x88. 
Afounde,  v.  founder,  perish,  12.  21. 
Afrayed,  adj.  scared,  distracted.  R.  154. 
Afrigrht,  pp.  affrighted,  B  4085. 
After,  prtp.  according  to ;  in  expectation 

of.  for,  B  467 ;  to  get,  A  525 ;  according 

as,  L.  575;  after,  i.  e.  to  fetch,  L.  1130; 

towards,  A  136;  in  accordance  with,  8. 

4 ;  by  inheritance  from,  L.  1072 ;  A.  as, 

according  as,  5.  216;  A.  oon,  alike,  A. 

178 1 ;  A.  me,  according  to  my  command, 

E  327;  A.  the  yeer,  according  to  the 

season  of  the  year,  F  47 ;  A.  that,  accord- 
ing as,  T.  ii.  1347. 
A-fyre,  on  fire,  D  726 ;  x.  94 ;  A-fdre,  T.  i. 

229. 
Agri^n,  prep,  when  exposed  to,  L.  2426; 

Agayn,  against,  B  580;  towards,  A  2680; 

(so  as)  to  meet,  R.  785 ;  opposite  to,  R. 

1577;  exposed  to,  H  no;  contrary  to,  F 

748;  just  before,  B  4268;  near,  G  1270; 

to  meet,  B  391 ;  in  comparison  with,  L. 

189;  Ageyn,  against,  A  66;   compared 

with,  R.  ion ;  turned  towards,  L.  48. 
Agrains,  prep,    against,    contrary   to,  in 

answer  to,  instead  of,  before,  in  presence 

of.  to    meet,    near    to;    against,    near; 

against.  B  3754. 
A-game,  adv.  in  play,  in  jest,  in  mockery, 

in  sport.  4.  277. 
Agraste,  fer.  to  terrify,  T.  ii.  901;  pr.  s. 

deters,  frightens,  B  4.  p  6.  323;  //.  s. 

frightened,    L,    X221 ;   pt.    s.    rejL.    was 

affrighted.  A  2424 ;  pp.  scared,  firigbtened. 

terrified.  A  2931 ;  aghast,  B  4079 ;  afraid, 

A  4267. 
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Agrayn-ward.  adv.  backward,  at  the  point 
of  return.  A.  1. 17.  14 ;  back  again,  B  441. 

Aeres,  pi.  times,  periods,  B  3177. 

Agilten,  v.  do  wrong,  I^.  436 ;  //.  s.  did 
offence,  D  392 ;  wrongly  committed,  L. 
2385 :  I pf.  s.  wronged,  HF.  329 ;  offended, 
T.  lii.  S40 ;  pr,  s.  subj.  (if  he)  offend, 
I  150 ;  pp.  offended,  i.  122 ;  sinned,  T.  v. 
1684. 

Agron,  V.  to  go  away ;  Ago,  pp.  gone  away, 
T.  V.  1054 ;  gone,  F  1204 ;  passed  away, 
A  2802 ;  past,  L.  1766 ;  dead,  L.  916 ;  to 
ben  ago,  to  be  off,  5.  465;  Agon,//,  de- 
parted, A  1276;  gone  away,  C  810;  past, 
C  246 ;  nat  longe  a.  is,  it  is  not  long  ago, 
D  9 ;  passed  away,  A  1782 ;  dead,  £  631 ; 
ago,  B  1841. 

Agrreable,  adj.  pleasing,  HF.  1097 ;  -es,p/. 
pleasant.  B  3.  m  2.  31. 

Asr^eablely,  adv.  complacently,  B  a.  p  4. 
140. 

Aerreabletee,  s.  equability,  B  2.  p  4. 127. 

A-ipreef,  in  dudgeon,  lit.  '  in  grief,'  T. 
iii.  862 ;  sadly,  T.  iv.  613 ;  amiss,  5.  543 ; 
in  dudgeon,  B  4083. 

AgreggOt  V-  aggravate;  pr.  s.  I  960; 
pr.  pi.  I  892;  pt.  pi.  aggravated,  B 
2209. 

Agrreved,  pp.  angry,  A  2057;  vexed, 
L.  345 ;  aggrieved,  E  500. 

AgTlef ;  see  Afirreef . 

Aerrisen,  Agroos ;  see  Agrrysen. 

AgToted,  pp.  surfeited,  cloyed,  L.  2454. 

Agrrysen,  v.  shudder,  tremble,  feel  terror, 
B  I.  p  3.  22;  v.  feel  terror,  HF.  210; 
a  pr.  s.  dreadest,  B  2.  p  1.  71 ; 
pr.  s.  trembles,  shivers,  B  i.  m  6. 
11;  Agrdds, //.  J.  shuddered,  was  terri- 
fied, became  frightened.  T.  ii.  930; 
A-grisen,  pp.  filled  with  dread,  B  3. 
p  I.  18. 

Agu.  s.  ague,  B  4isa 

Agruiler,  s.  needle-case,  R.  98. 

A-heigrl^,  adv,  aloft. 

AJugred,  pp. ;  a.  bifom,  prejudged,  B  x. 
n  4.  109. 

Ake,  V.  ache,  T.  ii.  549;  pr.  pi.  B 
2113. 

Aketoun,  s.  a  short  sleeveless  tunic,  worn 
under  the  hauberk,  B  2050. 

Akingre,  s.  pain.  T.  i.  1088. 

Aknowe,  pp.  conscious ;  am  aknowe,  I  ac- 
knowledge, B  I.  p  4.  169. 

Akomes,  s.  pi.  fruits,  B  4.  m  3.  28. 

Al,  adj.  all,  A  10;  AUe,  pi.  all,  A  26,  53; 
Al,  every,  R.  1586;  as  s.  everything,  T. 
iii.  1764;  al  a,  the  whole  of  a,  A  854; 
and  al,  and  all,  3.  116;  at  al,  in  every 


respect,  wholly,  C  633 ;  at  all,  D  1078 ; 
al  day,9\\  the  day,  3.  1105:  —  Al,  adv. 
quite,  entirely,  altogether,  5.  540;  all 
over,  R.  840;  al  on  highte,  quite  aloud, 
A  1784 ;  al  by  oon  assent,  quite  with  one 
accord,  5.  557:  —  Al,  conj.  although, 
HF.  1740;  whether,  G  839;  al  be^  al- 
though, albeit,  4.  274;  al  be  that,  al- 
though, 5.  8 :  —  Al  and  som,  the  whole 
matter  (collectively  and  severally),  D 
91 ;  Al  and  sommc,  each  and  all,  all, 
the  whole,  7.  26;  Al  and  som,  5.  650; 
Alle  and  some,  one  and  all,  A  3136; 
Al  only,  adv.  merely,  simply,  2.  6a;  Al 
so,  so,  E  1226 ;  Al  thing,  everything,  R. 
53;  Al  thus,  exactly  thus,  5.  30.  See 
Alle. 

Al,  s.  awl,  13.  II.    See  Oules. 

Alambyk  (4lambiik),  s.  alembic,  T.  iv. 
520;  //.  G794. 

Alaunts,  //.  dogs  of  a  huge  size,  A  2148. 

Alayes,  s.pl.  alloy,  E  1167. 

Al-be-it,  although,  L.  1363. 

Albiflcacioun,  s.  albefaction,  whitening, 
G805. 

Alday,  Al-day,  adv.  continually,  A  1x63 ; 
always,  L.  1250;  everyday,  at  anytime, 

.  4-  237. 
Alder,  gen.  pi.  of  all ;  oure  alder,  of  us 

all.  I.  84.    See  AUer. 
Alder-best,  adv.  best  of  all,  3.  87.    See 

Aller. 
Alderbeste,  adj.  best  of  all,  3.  246. 
Alderfaireate,  adj.  /em.  def.  fairest  of 

all,  3.  1050. 
Alderflrat,  adv.  first  of  all,  B  2393 ;  in  the 

first  place,  R.  1000;   for  the  first  time, 

B  I.  p  3.  25. 
Alderflrste,  adj.  first  of  all,  T.  iii.  97. 
Alderlast,  adv.  lastly,  R.  449. 
Alder-lest,  least  of  all.  T.  i.  604. 
Alderlevest,  dearest  of  all,  T.  iii.  239. 
Alderman,   s.  the   head  of  a  guild,  A 

372. 
Aldermost,  adv.  most  of  all.  T.  i.  152. 
Aider-next,    adv.  nearest  of  all,  next, 

S-244- 
Alderwysest,  adj.  pi.  the  wisest  of  all, 

T.  i.  247. 
Ale  and  breed,  drink  and  meat,  B  2062. 
Alemandres,  pi.  almond-trees,  R.  1363. 
Alexnbykes,  pi.  alembics,  G  794. 
Alestake,  s.  ale-stake,  i.  e.  a  horizontal 

stake  or  short  pole  projecting  from  an 

ale-house  to  support  a  sign    or   bush, 

A  667. 
Aley,  s.  an  alley,  B  1758;  pi.  walks,  £ 

2324. 
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Aleys,  s.pl.  service-berries,  berries  of  the 

service-tree,  R.  1377. 
Algrate,  adv.  always,  A  571 ;  at  any  rate, 

3.  887 ;  nevertheless,  L.  238 ;  in  any  case, 

T.  ii.  964:  all  the  same,  D  588;   at  all 

hazards,  HF.  943. 
Algates,  adv.  in  every  way,  22. 43 ;  by  all 

means,  D  1514;  at  any  rate,  in  any  case, 

3.  1171;  wholly,  F  246;  nevertheless,  B 

2222 ;  all  the  same,  B  52a 
Aliene,  v.  alienate,  B  i.  p  6.  60. 
Al-if ,  even  if,  T.  iii.  398. 
Alkamistre,  s.  alchemist,  G  1204. 
Alle,   dat.  s.  and  pi.  of  Al ;   at  alU,  in 

every  case,  4.  36;  in  alle,  in  any  case, 

3.  141;  Alle,  pi.  all  (of  you),  T.  ii.  402. 

See  Al,  AUer. 
Alleere&unce,  s.  alleviation,  24.  22. 
Alleergrecl,  Pp'  allayed,  B  4.  p  4.  12. 
Aller,  of  2\\,gen.  pi.  of  W\  our  aller,  of 

us  all,  A  823;   hir  aller,  of  them  all, 

A  586. 
Alliaimce,  s.  kindred,  i.  58;  espousal, 

K3S7. 
Allone,  adj.  alone,  4.  141 ;  lal  me  a.,  let 

me  alone,  i.  e.  trust  to  me,  T.  iii.  413. 

Allow,  ip.  s.pr.  (1)  approve,  (I)  applaud, 
F  676. 

AUye,  s.  relative,  B  3593. 

Allyen,  ger.  to  ally  myself,  E  1414;  pp. 
allied,  2.  65 ;  provided  with  friendly  aid, 
B  3720. 

Almesse,  s.  alms,  B  168 ;  pi.  almsdoings, 
I  1030. 

Almicanteras,  s.  pi.  small  circles  of  de- 
clination (in  the  celestial  sphere),  A.  i. 
18.  2,  8. 

Almury,  s.  the  '  denticle '  or  tooth-like 
point  or  pointer  situate  on  the  Rete  near 
the  '  head '  of  Capricorn,  A.  i.  23.  i. 

Aloes,  fi.  aloo,  in  comp.  ligne-aloes,  T.  iv. 
1137.     {Aloes  is  a  pi.,  not  a  gen.  case.) 

A-l6fte.  ixdv.  on  high,  T.  v.  259. 

A-londe,  adv.  on  land,  ashore,  L.  2166 ; 
him  were  lever  a-l.,  he  would  rather  be  on 
land,  L.  2413. 

Alongr  on,  along  of,  owing  to,  T.  iii.  783. 

Al-only,  adv.  solely,  T.  v.  1779. 

Aloon,  adj.  alone ;  her  aloon,  all  by  her- 
self, E.  2478. 

Alose,  V.  commend,  T.  iv.  1473. 

Al-outerly,  adv.  entirely,  absolutely,  3. 
1244;  Ail-utterly,  HF.  296. 

Alpes,  pi.  bull-finches,  R.  658. 

Also,  Al-SO,  adv.  and  conj.  as,  R.  212, 1122; 
adv.  so,  A  3104;  Alswa,also  (Northern), 
A  4085 ;  A.  many,  as  many,  L.  528 ;  A. 
muche  as,  as  much  as,  D  2x34 ;  Als,  also, 


besides,  3.  728;   as,  B  2850;  frequently 
used  in  expressing  a  wish,  4.  267. 
Altercacioun,  s.  altercation,  dispute,  B 

4427- 
Alther-fairest,  adj.  super  I,  fairest  of  all, 

R.  625. 
Alther-fastest,  adv.  sup.  as  fast  as  pos- 
sible, HF.  2131. 
Altherflrst,  adv.  first  of  all,  at  first,  HF. 

1368. 
Alther-flrste,  adj,  first  of  all,  3. 1173. 
Altitude,  s.  the  elevation  of  a  celestial 

object    above    the    horizon,    measured 

along  a  vertical  arc,  A.  pr.  60. 
Al-utterly ;  see  Al-outerly. 
Alwey,  adv.  always,  ceaselessly,  all  the 

while,  A  185. 
Alyne,  adv.  in  an  exact  line,  A.  ii.  38.  27. 
Am,  am ;  in  phr.  it  am  I ;  it  is  I,  B  X109. 
Amadrides,  s.  pi.  hamadryads,  A  2928. 
AlmalGramingr,  s.  the  formation  of  an 

amalgam,  G  771. 
A-mayed,  pp.  dismayed,  T.  i.  648. 
Ambagres,  pi.  ambiguous  words,  T.  v. 

897. 
Ambel,  s.  amble ;  an  a.,  in  an  amble,  at 

an  ambling  pace,  B  2075. 
Ambes  as,  double  aces,  B  124. 
Axnblere,  s.  an  ambling  nag,  A  469. 
Ameled,  //.  enamelled,  R.  1080. 
Amenden,  v.  make  amends,  A  3074:  to 

surpass  in  demeanour,  F  97 ;  pr.  s,  subj. 

may  (He)  amend,  D  1810 ;  pi.  s.  improved, 

R.  1427 ;  did  good, 3. 1102 ;  pp.  improved, 

B  4048 ;  remedied,!)  1097 ;  surpassed, B 

3444- 

Amendement,  s.  amends,  A  4185. 

Amenuse,  ger.  to  lessen,  I  496 ;  v.  dimin- 
ish, 1  360;  pr,  s.  diminishes,  I  359;  be- 
comes less,  A.  i.  21.  76. 

Axnerciments,   s.  pi.  fines,   exactions, 

I  752. 
Amesureth,  pr.  s.  measures,  B  2.  p  i.  95. 
Ameved,  pt.  s.  moved,  changed ;  nought 

a.,  changed    not,  altered    not.   £  498; 

Amoeved,/*/.  perturbed,  I  670. 
Amiable,  adj.  kind,  B  2168;  courteous, 

I  629;  kindly,  R.  1226. 
A-midde,  adv.  in  the  midst,  R.  147. 
Amidde,  prep,  amid,  in  the  midist  of,  F 

409. 
Amlddes,  adv.  in  the  midst,  5.  277. 
A-middes,  prep,  in  the  midst  o^  A.  i.  18. 

4 ;  in  the  middle.  A  2009. 
Amis,  adv.  amiss,  3. 1141 ;  wrong,  L.  1291 ; 

wrongly,  B  3370;  seyde  amis,  gave  an 

unwelcome  answer,  5.  446. 
Amoeve ;  see  Ameve. 
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Amonesteth,  ^r.  s.  admonishes,  I  76; 

recommends,  B  2484. 
Amonestingro.  s.  admonition,  I  518. 
Among,  adv.  as  well,  T.  iii.  1816;  all  the 

while,  3.  298. 
Amoneres,  adv.  sometimes,  variously,  B  2. 

p  I.  119. 
Ainongres,  p^ep.  amongst,  A  759. 
Axnonlcioun,  .r.  pointing  out.  B  i.  p  4. 10. 
Axnorettes,  //.  love-knots,  R.  892. 
Amor  vinctt  omnia,  love  conquers  all,  A 

162. 
Amorwe,  A-morwe,  on  the  morrow, 

A  822,  1621 ;  in  the  morning,  3.  1103. 
Aznounteth,    pr.   s.    means,   A    2362; 

amounts  to,  F  108. 
Amphibologryes,  pi.  ambiguities,  T.  iv. 

1406. 
Amy,  J.  friend,  C  318. 
An,  a,  A  575;  An  eighte  busshels,  a  quan- 
tity equal  to  eight  bushels,  C  771. 
An,  prep,  on ;  An  heigh,  on  high,  E  2326. 
Ancille,  s.  handmaiden,  i.  109. 
Ancre,  s.  anchor,  10.  38 ;  Anker,  L.  2501. 
And,  conj.  if,  6.  112;  L.  217. 
Anes,  adv.  once  (Northern),  A  4074. 
Angle,    s.    angle   (a  technical    term    in 

astrology),  B  304 ;  angular  distance  from 

the  meridian,  A.  ii.  4.  48. 
Angle-hook,  s.  fish-hook,  4.  238, 
Angre,  5.  anguish,  R.  320. 
Anguissh,  s.  anxiety,  B  3.  p  3.  55. 
Anguissheth,  pr.  s,  wounds,  pains,  B  3. 

m  7.  I. 
Angulssovis,    ad/,   distressed,    R.    520; 

sorry,  I  304;  distressful,  T.  iii.  816. 
Anhange,  ^-er.  to  hang,  C  259;  //.  B 

3945- 
Anientissed,  pp.  brought  to  naught,  B 

2438. 

A-night,  in  the  night,  A  1042;  at  night, 
D  1827. 

A-nightes,  adv.  by  night,  R.  18. 

Anlas,  J.  a  short,  two-edged  knife  or 
dagger,  broad  at  the  hilt  and  tapering 
to  the  point,  formerly  worn  at  the 
girdle.  A  357. 

Annexed,  pp.  tied,  2.  72;  attached,  C 
482. 

Anni  colUcti,  collected  jrears,  A.  ii.  44.  27. 
When  a  table  contams  quantities  de- 
noting the  change  in  a  planet's  place 
during  round  periods  of  years,  such  as 
20.  40,  or  60  years,  such  a  change  is 
entered  under  the  heading  Anni  Coliecti. 

Anni  expansi,  expanse  years,  A.  ii.  44. 
a6.  When  a  table  contains  quantities 
denoting  the  change  in  a  planet's  place 


during  only  a  few  years,  viz.  from  i  to 

19    years,    such    changes   are    entered 

separately    under    the    headings    i.    2, 

3,  &c.,  years,  which  are  designated  the 

expanse  (or  separate)  years. 
Annis  collectis  et  expansis,  the   collected 

years  and  expanse  years,  A.  ii.  45.  18. 

See  above. 
Annueleer,  s.   a   priest   who   received 

annual  pavments,  a  chaplain,  G  1012. 
Annunciai,/^.  pre-announced,  i.  e.  whose 

birth  was  foretold,  B  3:^5. 
Anon,  adv.  anon,  immediately,  at  once, 

A  32,  748. 
Anon-right,  adv.  immediately,  L.  115, 

1503. 
Anon-rightes,  adv.  immediately,  A  3480. 

Anoy,  s.  vexation,  T,  iv.  845;  trouble,  B 

1320;  torture,  B  3.  m  12.  25;  sadness,  I 

675.  680;  pi.  troubles,  I  518. 
Anoye,  v.  annoy,  vex,  T.  iv.  1304  \pr.  s. 

annoys,  vexes,   B  2234;    gives  offence, 

5.   518;    does   harm,   F   875:  impers.   it 

vexes,  G   1036;  pr.  pi.  harm,  B  2187; 

imp.  pi.  injure  ye,  B  494;  pp.  displeased, 

D  1848;  wearied,  I  726;  peevish,  I  1051. 
Anoyful,    adj.    annoying,    tiresome,    B 

2222. 
Anoyous,  adj.  annoying,  tedious,  B  2433 1 

disagreeable,  B  2235. 
Answere,  v.  answer,  D  1077  "•  <*•  ^A  answer 

for,  be  responsible  for,  L.  2212 ;  be  suit- 
able for,  B  4.  p  3.  69. 
Ajiswering,  j.  answer,  E  512. 
Antartik,  adj.  southern.  A.  ii.  25.  11. 
Antem,  s.  anthem,  B  1850. 
Antiphoner,  s.  anthem-book,  B  1709. 
Antony,  fyr  of  seint,  erysipelas,  I  427. 
Anvelt,  s.  anvil,  3.  1165. 
Any-thing,  at  all,  in  any  degree,  T.  i. 

648. 
Aomement,  s.  adornment,  I  432. 
Apaire ;  see  Apeiren. 
Apalled,  pp.  vapid,  I  723 ;  weakened,  A 

3053 ;  pale,  F  365 ;  languid,  B  1292. 
Aparayles,  s.  pi.  ornaments,  B  2.  p  4. 

69.     (Lat.  ornamentis.) 
Aparaile,  v.  apparel,  D  343;  prepare,  L. 

2473;   Apparaillen,  v.  prepare,  B  2532; 

pr.  s.  endues,  I  462 ;  imp,  s.  prepare,  B 

2534. 
Aparailements,  s.  pi,  ornaments,  B  a. 

P5-  181. 
Aparcey  ve ;  see  Apercelve. 
Apassed,  pp.  passed  away,  B  2.  p  5.  35. 
Apaye,  v.  to  satisfy;  pp.  satisfied,  T.  v. 

1249;   pleased,  T.  iii.  421;  yvei  a.,   ill 

pleased,  L.  80 ;  E  1052. 
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Apayre ;  see  Apelren. 

Apayse ;  see  Apese. 

Ape,  s.  ape,  HF.  1212;  dupe,  A  3389;  //. 

dupes,  r,  i.  913. 
Apelren,  ^^r.  to  injure,  impair,  A  3147; 

V.  I  1079;  grow  worse,  HF.  756;  i  />r. 

//.  perish,!,  ii.  329;  />/.  impaired,  B  1. 

p  5.  67 ;  injured,  T.  i.  38. 
Aperceive,  v.  perceive,   E  600;  Apdr- 

cey ve,  T.  iv.  656 ;  />r.  s.  discerns,  I  294. 
Apercey vinGres, //.  perceptions,  obser- 
vations, F  286. 
Apert,  adj.  manifest,  I  649. 
Apert,  adv.  openly,  F  531. 
Apertenant,  adj.  belonging  to,  such  as 

belongs  to,  2.  70 ;  suitable,  E  1010. 
Aperteneth,  />r.  s.  impers.  appertains,  13 

2171;  pr.  pi.  I  83;  pres.  pt.  belonging, 

G  78.^. 
Apertly,  i/t/i*.  openly ;  clearly,  I  294. 
Apese,   Apeise,  v.  appease,  pacify;  E 

433;  ""A  P^'  mitigate,  4.  io\  pr.s.  refi. 

is  pacified,  B  3051;  2//-.  pi.  T.  iii.  22; 

//.  s.  B  2290 ;  pp.  appeased,  T.  i.  250. 
Apeyre ;  see  Apelre. 
Apeyse ;  sec  Apese. 
Apose ;  sec  Appose. 
Apotecarie,  s.  apothecary,  B  4138 ;  pi. 

preparers  of  medicines,  A  425. 
Appalled ;  see  Apalle. 
Apparaunte,  adj.pl.  apparent,  manifest, 

R.5. 

Apparence,  s.  appearance,  F  218 ;  seem- 
ing, HF.  265;  apparition.  F  1602;  false 
show,  F  1157:  pi.  apparitions,  F  1140. 

Appese ;  see  Apese. 

Appetyt,  s.  desire,  A  1680. 

Appetyteth,  pr.  s.  seeks  to  have,  desires, 
L.  1582. 

Applyen,  v.  be  attached  to,  B  5.  p  4.  14, 

Apposed,  pt.  s.  questioned,  G  363;  pp. 
opposed,  alleged,  B  i.  p5.  54. 

Apprentys,  adj.  unskilled,  as  novices, 
K.  687. 

Approved,  pp.  approved,  E  1349. 

Appropred,  pp.  appropriated,  made  the 
property  of,  14.  18. 

Appro wours,  pi.  approvers,  informers, 

1>  1343. 
Aprochen,  v.  approach,  T.  v.  1. 

Apurtenance,    s.   appurtenance;   pi,  I 

793- 
Apyked,     pp.     trimmed,     adorned,    A 

3^5- 
Aqueynte  me,  make  myself  acquainted, 

3.  532;  pt.  pi.  became  acquainted,  HF. 

250 ;  pp.  acquainted,  B  1219. 

Aquyte,  imp.  s,  requite,  T.  ii.  laoo. 


Arace,  v.  eradicate,  uproot,  T.  v.  954; 

tear  away,  6.  20;  pr.  s.  subj,  root  out, 

eradicate,   T.  iii.  1015;  pp.  torn,  borne 

along;  torn  away,  B  3.  p  11.  165. 
Aralse ;  see  Areise. 
Aray,  s.  array,  dress,  L.  1505;  arrange- 
ment, T.  iii.  536;  state,  dress,  A  41,  73; 

attire,  I  932 ;  array  of  garments,  L.  2607 ; 

order,  E  ^2 ;  ordinance,  E  670 ;  position, 

D  902:  condition,  A  934. 
Arayed,  pp.  dressed,  ready,  T.  iii.  423: 

clad,  R.  472;  adorned,  T.  ii.  1187;  wtl 

a.,  well  situated,  T.  ii.  680 ;  equipped,  A 

2046;  dressed,  F  389;  ordered,  B  252; 

appointed,  F  1187. 
Arbltre,  s.  will,  choice,  B  5.  p  3. 18. 
Arches ;  see  Ark. 
Archaungel,  s.  titmouse,  R.  915. 
Archewyves,   s.  pi.  archwives,    ruling 

wives,  E  1195. 
Ardaunt,  adj.  ardent,  B  3.  m   12.  15; 

eager,  B  4.  p  3.  1 16. 
Arede,  v.  explain,  disclose,  T.  ii.  1505; 

counsel,  T.  iv.  11 12;  interpret,  3.  289; 

ger.  to  divine.  T.  ii.  132. 
Areise,  v.  raise;  Areysen,  ^^r.  to  levy, 

^  5^*1  tP'  praised,  ll  1525;  raised,  A. 

ii.  2.  7. 
Arest,  s.  rest  (for  a  spear),  A  2603. 
Areste,  s.  arrest,  B  4090;  detention,  A 

1310;  responsibility,  E   1282;   delay,  L. 

806;    hesitation,  L.   1929;   deliberation, 

I-  397. 

Areste,  v.  stop  (a  horse) ,  A  827 ;  Do  a., 
cause  to  be  stopped,  B  4210. 

Aretten,  v.  impute,  B  2.  p  4.  14 ;  A.  upon, 
pr.  s,  accuses,  I  580 ;  pr.  pi.  subJ.  ascribe, 
I  1002;  ye  narette  it  nat,  ye  impute  it 
not,  consider  it  not,  A  726;  //.  imputed, 
A  2729. 

A-rewe,  adv.  successively,  lit  in  a  row, 
D  1254. 

Areyse;  see  Areise. 

Argrolle,  s.  crude  tartar,  G  813. 

ArgTTilngre,  s.  argument,  L.  475. 

ArfiTXimented,  pt.  s.  argued,  T.  i.  377. 

Arlgrht,  adv.  rightly,  well,  A  267;  aright, 
G  1418 :  properly,  F  694 ;  wholly,  A  189; 
exactly,  T.  v.  364 ;  certainly,  B  3135. 

Arisen,  Arlst ;  see  Aryse. 

Arlste,  J.  arising,  rising,  A.  ii.  12.  16. 

Ark,  s.  arc,  referring  to  the  arc  of  the 
horizon  extending  from  sunrise  to  sun- 
set, B  2;  daily  course  of  the  sun,  E 
1795!  ^rc,  the  apparent  angular  dis- 
tance passed  over  by  the  sun  in  a  day 
and  a  night,  A.  ii.  7.  12;  Arches,  pi, 
arcs,  A.  ii.  7. 15. 
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ArmeB,  //.  arms,  weapons,  7.  i ;  coat-of- 

arms,  A  1012. 
Arm-greet,  adj,  thick  as  one's  arm,  A 

.  2145. 
Armlngre,  j.  putting  on  of  armour,  B 

Armipotente,  adj.  powerful  in  arms, 
A  1982. 

Armoniak,  adj.  ammoniac;  applied  to 
Me,  G  790,  and  sa/,  G  798.  It  is  a 
corruption  of  Lat.  armeniacum,  i.  e.  Ar- 
menian. 

Arxnonye,  s.  harmony,  3.  313. 

Armure,  s.  defensive  armour,  4.  130;  B 
2009. 

Armurers,  pi.  armourers,  A  2507. 

Am,  pr.pl.  are,  HF.  1008. 

Aroos ;  see  Aryae. 

A-roume,  adv.  at  large,  in  an  open 
space,  HF.  540. 

A-rowe,  adv.  m  a  row,  HF.  1835. 

Arowe,  s. ;  see  Arwe. 

Arrace ;  sec  Arace. 

Array,  Arraye ;  see  Aray,  Arayed. 

Arreragre,  s.  arrears,  A  602. 

Arrette ;  see  Aretten. 

Arrivagre,  s.  coming  to  shore,  HF.  223. 

Arry ve,  v.  arrive,  come  to  land,  10.  38 ; 
pr.  s.  (it)  arrives,  L.  2309;  //.  s.  drove 
ashore,  B  4.  m  3.  1;  yvel-a.,  ill-fated, 
R.  1068. 

Ars-znetryke,  j.  arithmetic,  D  2222. 

Artelleries,  5.  pi.  engines  for  shooting, 
B  2523. 

Arten,  ger.  to  constrain,  urge,  T.  i.  388. 

Artiflcubl,  adj.  A.  ii.  7.  rud.  The  day 
artificial  is  the  length  of  the  day,  from 
the  moment  of  sunrise  to  that  of 
sunset. 

Artik,  northern,  A.  i.  14.  la 

Artow,  art  thou,  A  1141;  thou  art,  L. 
986. 

Arwe,  J.  arrow,  T.  ii.  641 ;  Arowe,  7.  185 ; 
//.  arrows,  A  107. 

Aryse,  v.  arise,  be  raised,  T.  iv.  1480; 
pr.  s.  rises,  I  971;  Arist,  pr.  s.  {confr. 
from  ariseth)  arises,  B  265 ;  Ar66s,  //.  j. 
arose,  5.  575 ;  stood  up,  L.  831 ;  Arisen, 
//.  pi.  arose,  T.  ii.  1598 ;  Aryse,  pr.  s. 
subj.  may  arise;  Fro  the  sonnc  aryse, 
from  the  point  where  the  sun  rises. 

Arysiner,  s.  rising,  rise,  A.  ii.  12.  i. 

Aryve,  s.  lit.  arrival;  landing,  disem- 
barkation of  troops,  A  60. 

Aryve :  sec  Arry  ve. 

Ab,  so  (in  asseverations) ,  3.  838,  1235 ;  an 
expletive,  expressing  a  wish,  commonly 
used  with  an  imperative,  e.  g.  as  lat. 


pray  let,  B  859;  as  lene,  pray  lend,  A 

?777,  &c. ;  As,  like,  B  1864 ;  as  that, 
'  1018 ;  As  after,  according  to,  B  3555 ; 
As  ferforth  as,  as  far  as,  B  19;  As  in, 
i.  e.  for,  B  3688 ;  As  now,  at  present,  at 
this  time,  A  2264 ;  on  the  present 
occasion,  G  944:  for  the  present,  G 
1019;  As  nouthe,  as  at  this  time,  at 
present,  A  462;  As  of,  with  respect  to, 
5.  26;  As  swythe,  as  soon  as  possible, 
at  once,  7.  226;  As  that,  as  soon  as, 
F  615 ;  as  though,  3. 1200;  As  ther,  there, 
4.  117;  As  to,  with  reference  to,  F  107; 
As  to  my  wit,  as  it    seems  to   me,  5. 

^547. 

As,  s.  an  ace,  B  3851 ;  Ambes  as,  pi.  double 

aces,  B  124. 

Asay ;  see  Assay. 

Ascaunce,  as  if,  perhaps,  G  838 ;  in  case 
that,  L,  2203 ;  Ascaunces,  as  if.  D  1745 ; 
as  if  to  say,  T.  i.  205,  292.  Compounded 
of  E.  as,  and  O.  F.  quanses,  as  if. 

AscenciouD,  s.  ascension,  ascending 
degree.  B  4045 ;  rising  up,  G  778. 

Ascende,  v.  ascend,  rise  (a  term  in 
astrology),  I  11;  pres.  part,  ascending, 
in  the  ascendant,  i.  e.  near  the  eastern 
horizon,  F  264. 

Ascendent,  s.  ascendant,  A  417 ;  pi.  HF. 
1268.  The  'ascendant'  is  that  degree 
of  the  ecliptic  which  is  rising  above 
the  horizon  at  a  given  moment. 

Asemble ;  see  Assemble. 

Aseuraunce,  s.  iissurance,  T.  v.  1259. 

Ash ;  see  Asshe. 

Ashamed,  pp.  put  to  shame,  A  2667 ;  for 
pure  a.,  for  very  shame,  T.  ii.  656. 

Asketh,  pr.  s.  requires,  T.  i.  339. 

Askingr,  s.  question,  I^  313. 

Aslake,  v.  diminish,  A  3553 ;  pp.  assuaged, 
A  1760. 

Asonder,  adv.  asunder,  apart,  A  491. 

Asp,  s.  aspen  tree,  A  2921 ;  collectively, 
R.  1384.    A.  S.  ops. 

Aspect.  J.  an  (astrological)  aspect,  A  1087. 
An  '  aspect '  is  the  angular  distance 
between  two  planets.  The  principal 
asp>ccts  archive,  viz.  conjunction,  sextile, 
quartile,  trme,  and  opposition,  corre- 
sponding to  the  angular  distances  o'',  60'^, 
90'^  120 ',  and  180'^,  respectively. 

Aspen-leef ,  s.  leaf  of  an  aspen  tree,  D 
1667. 

Aspre,  adj.  sharp,  bitter,  T.  iv.  827; 
vexatious,  B  3.  p  8.  19;  cruel,  B  a.  p 
8.  39 ;  fierce,  hardy,  7.  23. 

Asprenesse,  s.  asperity,  B  4.  p  4. 159. 

Aspye,  J.  spy,  C  755. 
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Aspye,  V.  spy,  see,  A  1420;  Aspycn,  v. 

behold,  T.  li.  649. 
Assaut,  s.  assault,  A  989. 
Assay,  s.  trial,  D  290 ;  doon  his  a.,  make 

his    attempt,   L.   1594;    A-say,  test,  L. 

28  a. 
Assaye,  v.  try,  make  trial  of,  B  3149; 

try,  3.  574 ;  endeavour,  F  1567 ;  ger,  to 

assail,    T.  i.  928 :  pr.  s.  experiences.  B  3. 

in  2.  13 :  pt.  pi,  try,  L.  487 ;   imp,  pi, 

try,   E  1740;  pp,  proved,  tested,  tried, 

experienced,  T.  iii.  1220,  1447 ;  A  1811. 
Assayle ;  see  Assaile. 
Assegre.  s»  siege,  T.  i.  464,  ii.  107. 
Assegre,  v.  besiege;  //.  //.  T.  i.  60;  pp. 

A  881. 
Assemble,  v. ;  come  together,  I  909 ;  ger. 

to  amass,  B  3.  p  8.  8 ;  pp.  A  717 ;  united, 

G  50. 
AssembllngrOy  s.  union,  I  904,  917. 
Assendent ;  see  Ascendent. 
Assente,  v,  agree  to,  A  374;  assent,  A 

3092;    consent,  B    3469;   agree,  £  11, 

88,  129. 
Asshe  (i),  J.  ash-tree,  5. 176;  collectively, 

ash-trees,  R.  1384. 
Asshe  (2),  s,  ash  (of  something  burnt) ; 

Asshen,//.  ashes,  7.  17^;  A  1302. 
Assollen,  ger,  to  discharge,  pay,  B  5. 

p  1. 15 ;  V.  loosen ;  pr.  s.  absolve,  pardon, 

C  913 ;  pp.  explained,  B  5.  p  6.  311. 
AssoilinGT,  s.  absolution,  A  661. 
Assure,  s.  assurance,  protestation,  7.  331. 
Assure,  v.  feel  secure,  trust.  T.  v.  870; 

rely,  T.  v.   1624;   declare  (to  be)  sure, 

7.90. 

Assyse,  s,  assize,  session,  A  314;  judge- 
ment, I.  36 ;  position,  R.  900. 

Asterte,  v,  escape,  L.  1802 ;  A  1595 ;  es- 
cape from.  L.  2338;  D  968;  get  away, 
withdraw,  3.  11^;  release,  D  1314;  //. 
J.  escaped,  T.  lii.  97;  pp,   escaped,  B 

437. 
Astonie,  v,  astonish;  pr,  s.  astonishes, 

HF.  1 174;  pp.  astonished,  T,  i.  274,  iii. 

1089. 
Astonyingre,  s.  astonishment,  B  4.  p  5. 33. 
Astore,  v.  to  store ;  pp.  A  609. 
Astrolabie,  s.  astrolabe,  A.  pr.  4. 
Astrologrien,  s.  astrologer,  astronomer, 

D324. 
Astrologrye,  s.  astrology,  A  3192,  3514. 
Astromye  {/or  Astronomye) ,  an  ignorant 

form,  A  3451,  3457. 
Asure,  s.  azure,  R.  477. 
Asweve,  v, ;  pp.  dazed,  put  to  sleep,  HF. 

549. 
A-8WOwn,  adv,  {from  pp.)  in  a  swoon, 

Bb 


L.  2207;    Aswowe,  7.  454;    kince  As- 
wowne,  in  a  swoon.  T.  iiirio93;  A  3823. 

At,  prep,  at,  A  ao,  &c. ;  of,  R.  378 ;  as  to, 
6.  114;  by.  D  2095;  in  the  presence  of, 
T.  ii.  984;  with,  beside,  HF.  1593;  to^ 
HF.  1603;  At  me,  with  respect  to  me, 
B  1975;  At  erste,  firste  of  all,  HF.  512; 
At  his  large,  free,  free  to  speak  or  be 
silent,  A  2288;  At  on,  at  one,  acreed, 
A  4197;  At  shorte  wordcs,  briefly,  5. 
481;  At  regard,  with  regard,  I  180;  At 
y6,  at  (your)  eye,  with  your  own  eyes, 
visibly,  A  3016;  have  at  thee,  I  attack 
thee,  L.  1383. 

At-after,  prep,  after,  B  1445. 

Atake,  v.  overtake,  G  556, 585. 

Ataste,  2/r.  s.  subj.  taste,  B  2.  p  z.  41. 

Ataynt ;  see  Attelne. 

Atazir,  5.  evil  influence,  B  305. 

Atempraunce,  s.  temperament,  B  4.  p  6. 
214;  adjustment,  moderation,  temper- 
ance, C  46. 

Atempre,  adj.  temperate,  mild,  L.  128, 
1483 ;  moderate,  T.  i.  953 ;  mild,  5.  204 ; 
R.  131 ;  modest,  I  932. 

Atempre,  v. ;  pr.  s.  attempers,  B  i.  m  2. 
23 ;  rejl.  controls  himself.  B  2704. 

Atemprely,  adv.  temperately.  I  861; 
moderately.  B  2728. 

Atempringre,  s.  controlling,  B  5.  p  4.  loi. 

Ateyne ;  see  Attelne. 

Athamaunt,  s.  adamant.  A  1305. 

Athlnken,  v.  displease,  T.  v.  878;  Athink- 
eth,  pr,  s.  impers,  (it)  repents,  T.  i.  losa 

At-ones,  adv.  at  once,  at  one  and  tne 
same  time,  B  670. 

Atoon,  adv.  at  one,  £  437. 

At-rede,  v.  surpass  in  counsel,  T.  iv. 
1456 ;  A  2449. 

At-renne,  v.  surpass  in  running,  T.  iv. 
1456 ;  A  2449. 

Attamed,  pp.  broached,  B  4008. 

Attayne ;  see  Attelne. 

Atte,  for  at  the.  D  404;  Atte  beste,  in 
the  best  way,  A  29,  749;  Atte  fan,  at 
the  fan,  H  42;  Atte  tulle,  at  the  full, 
completely,  A  651;  Atte  gate,  at  the 
gate,  B  1563;  Atte  hasard,  at  dice, 
C  608;  Atte  laste.  at  the  last.  B  506; 
Atte  Icste.  at  the  least,  at  least,  B  38; 
Atte  Bowe,  at  Bow.  A  125. 

Attelne,  v,  attain,  R.  1495;  succeed  in, 
4.  161 :  pp.  apprehended,  B  3.  p  3.  25. 

Attempre ;  see  Atempre. 

Attry.  adj,  venomous,  I  583. 

A-twesrn,  adv,  in  two,  3.  1193. 

A-twlnne,  adv,  apart,  T.  iii.  1666. 

Atwlxe,  prep,  betwixt,  R.  854. 
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A-twixen,  prep,  between,  T.  v.  472. 

A-two,  in  twain.  7.  94 ;  L.  758. 

A-tyr,  s,  attire,  dress,  T.  i.  181. 

Auctor ;  see  Auctour. 

Auctoritee,  s.  authority,  B  2355 ;  recog- 
nised text,  A  3000 ;  statements  of  good 
authors,  D  i. 

Auctour,  J.  author,  HF.  314;  originator, 
H  359 '.  creator,  T.  iii.  1765. 

Aumence,  s.  hearing,  5.  308;  audience, 
B  3991 ;  open  assembly,  D  1032. 

Augrrim,  s.  algorism,  i.  e.  numeration,  A. 
i.  7.  6;  Arabic  numerals,  A.  i.  8.  6. 

Au^rlm-stones,  p/,  counters  for  calcu- 
lating, A  3210. 

Auncessour,  s.  ancestor ;  pL  R.  391, 

Auncestre,  s.  ancestor,  5.  41. 

Auncetrye,  s.  ancestry,  A  3982. 

Aungrel.  s.  angel,  R.  916. 

Aun^ellyk,  adj.  angelical,  T.  i.  102. 

Aungrellyke,  adv.  like  an  angel,  L.  236. 

Auntre  It,  v.  risk  it,  A  4209;  Auntrcd 
h'm\,pf.  s.  adventured  himself,  A  4205. 

Auntrous,  titfj.  adventurous,  B  2099. 

Autentyke,  adj.  authentic,  3.  1086. 

Auter,  s.  altar,  5.  249. 

Avale,  I',  fall  down,  T.  iii.  626;  doff,  take 
off,  A  3122 ;  Avalcn.  pr.  pi.  sink  down. 

Avantagre,  s.  advantage,  F  772;  to  don 
his  a.,  to  suit  his  own  interests,  B  729; 
as  adj.  advantageous,  B  146. 

Avante ;  see  Avaunte. 

Avaunce,  v.  promote,  L.  2022;  ger.  T.  i. 
518;  be  profitable,  A  246;  cause  to 
prosper,  HF.  640;  help,  10.31. 

Avaunt,  j.  vaunt,  boast,  A  227,  E  1457. 

Avaunte  (her),  v.  rejl.  boast  (herself),  7. 
2/3;  ^vr.  to  extol,  HF.  1788;  v.  refi, 
boast,  vaunt  himself,  D  1014. 

Avauntingr,  J.  boasting,  A  38S4. 

Avauntour,  s.  boaster.  5.  430. 

Avenaunt,  adj.  graceful,  comely,  R.  1263. 

Aventayle,  s.  ventail,  E  1204. 

Aventure,  J.  chancf,  4.  21 ;  peril,  B  1151 ; 
misfortune,  L.  657;  fortune,  18.  22; 
luck,  T.  ii.  288,  291 ;  circumstance,  L. 
1907;  of  a.,  by  chance,  HF.  2090;  on  a., 
in  case  of  mishap,  T.  v.  298;  tn  a.,  in 
the  hands  of  fortune,  T.  i.  784 ;  per  a., 
perchance,  A.  ii.  12.6;  in  a.  and  grace, 
on  luck  and  favour,  4.  60;  good  a.,  good 
fortune,  5.  131,  7.  324;  //.  adventures, 
A  795 ;  accidents.  C  934. 

Aveiiturous,  adj.  random,  B  i.  p  6.  98 ; 
adventitious  {LaX.  fortuitiE) ,  B  2.  p  4.  17. 

Avisee,  adj.  deliberate,  L.  1521. 

Avisioun,  s.  vision.  R.  9:  HF.  7. 

AvouteryOy  s.  adultery,  5.  361. 


Avoutler,  s.  adulterer ;  pL  1  841. 

Avow,  s.  vow,  A  2414,  2237. 

Avowe,  V.  avow,  own,  proclaim,  G  642; 
pr.  s.  vows,  7.  355. 

Avoy ,  interj.  fie !  B  4098. 

Avys,  J.  advice,  consideration,  opinion, 
A  786,  B  2442. 

Avyse,  v.  consider,  T.  i.  364;  contem- 
plate, T.  v.  1814:  rejl,  consider,  B  664; 
imp.  s.  take  heed,  A  4188 ;  imp.  pi.  con- 
sider, deliberate,  A  3185;  pp.  clearly 
seen,  R.  475;  with  mind  made  up,  T. 
iii.  1186;  advised,  careful,  A  3384; 
deliberate,  I  448;  war>',  A  4333;  lore- 
warned,  B  2538;  well  a.,  well  advised, 
B  2514. 

Avysely,  adv.  advisedly,  B  2488 ;  seriously, 
I  1024 ;  carefully,  A.  ii.  29.  29. 

Avysexnent,  s.  consideration,  B  2941 ; 
counsel,  T.  ii.  343;  deliberation,  B  86; 
determination,  L.  14 17. 

Await,  s.  watch,  D  1657;  surveillance,  H 
149:  waiting,  T.  iii.  579;  watchfulness, 
T.  iii.  457;  Have  hir  in  Jiwayt,  watch 
her,  B  3915 ;  //.  plots,  B  3.  p  8.  11. 

Awaite,  v.  await;  pr.  s.  waits,  i.  11 1; 
watclv's,  B  1776. 

Awaitingr,  5.  attentlance,  7.  250. 

Awaitour,  s.  Her  in  wait,  B  4.  p  3.  122. 

Aw^ake,  v.  wake,  awake ;  Awook,  i  //,  s. 
aroused,  3.  1324;  //.  s.  awoke,  F  367; 
Awaked,//,  s.  awoke,  A  2523. 

Award,  s.  decision,  I  483. 

A  wen.  own  (Northern),  A  4239. 

A-wepe,  a-wecping,  in  tears,  'I',  ii.  408. 

A-werke,  tidv.  at  work,  D  215. 

Aweye,  adv.  out  of  the  way,  done  with, 
T.  ii.  123;  gone,  7.  319;  from  home,  B 
593  ;  astray,  B  609. 

Aweyward,  adv.  away,  backwards,  H 
262. 

Awhape.  v.  amaze ;  pp.  scared.  L.  132 ; 
stupefied,  7.  215 ;  confounded,  T.  i.  316. 

Awook;  see  AwaJ^e. 

Awreke,  v.  avenge,  2.  11 ;  pr.  s.  avenges, 
R.  278  ;  /•/.  H  298  ;  A  3752. 

Awry,  adv.  on  one  side,  R.  291. 

Axen.  V.  ask,  L.  835 ;  Axe  at,  ask  of,T.  ii. 
894 ;  pr.  s.  requires,  T.  ii.  227. 

Axing'.  J.  question,  L.  239  a ;  request,  .\ 
1826. 

Ay,  adv.  aye,  ever,  A  63,  233;  Ay  whyl 
that,  all  the  while  that,  4. 252. 

Ay-dwellingre,  adj.  i^erpetual,  ever-abid- 
ing, B  5.  p  6.  97. 

Ayein,  prep,  opposite  to,  T.  ii.  930; 
against,  T.  i.  902. 

Ayein,  adv.  again,  back,  5.  100. 
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^yein-ledinGrOi  ad/\  returning,  recon- 
ducting, U  3.  m  9.  42. 

A-yeins,  prg/>.  against,  A  1787;  towards, 
at  the  approach  of,  5.  342. 

A.yeins,  adv.  against,  to,  A  3155. 

Ayeinward,  adv.  again,  on  the  other 
hand,  B  2.  p  4.  126;  back  again,  T.  iii. 
750,  iv.  1581. 

Ayel,  s.  grandfather,  A  2477. 

Azimut,  s.  azimuth,  A.  ii.  31.  22. 

B. 

Ba,  V.  kiss,  D  433 ;  imp.  s.  A  3709. 

Babewinnes,/^/.  (lit. baboons), grotesque 
figures  in  architecture,  HF.  1189. 

Bachelere,  s.  young  knight,  R.  918,  1469; 
an  aspirant  to  knighthood,  A  80. 

Bachelrye,  s.  bachelor-hood,  H  125 ;  com- 
pany of  voun^  men,  E  270. 

Bad :'  see  Bidde. 

Badder,  Uifj.  conip.  worse,  F  224. 

Bagrgre,  v.\  pr.  s.  looks  askant,  3.  623. 

Bagrerepype,  s.  bagpipe.  A  565. 

Bapreringrly,  ^^dv.  scjuintingly,  K.  292. 

Baite,  v.  bait;  feed,  B  Jif6^\  pp.  baited, 
tormented,  R.  1612. 

Bak.  s.  back,  3.  957;  cloth  for  the  back, 
course  mantle,  rough  cloak,  G  881, 

Bakbyter,  5.  backbiter,  I  495. 

Bake  metes,  baked  meats,  meat  pies, 

I  445- 
Bakhalf.   the  back  or  flat  side  of  the 

astrolabe,  A.  i.  4.  i. 

Bak-side,  j.  the  back  of  the  astrolabe,  A. 
i.  15.  3. 

Balaunce,  s.  a  balance,  G  61 1 ;  in  balaunce, 
in  jeopardy,  Ci  611 ;  in  sus])ense,  3.  1021. 

Bale,  .V.  sorrow,  3.  535  ;  for  bote  ne  bale,  for 
gf)oil  nor  for  ill,  3.  227. 

Balke,  s.  balk,  beam,  A  3920;  pi.  trans- 
verse beams  beneath  a  roof,  A  3626. 

Balled,  adj.  bald,  A  198.  2518. 

Bane,  s.  death,  L.  2159;  destruction,  HF*. 
4o3;  cause  of  death,  A  1097;  slayer,  T. 

'^'-  333- 
Banes,//,  bones  (Northern),  A  4073. 

Bar.  Bare ;  see  Bere,  v. 

Barbe.  j.  barb  (part  of  a  woman's  head- 
dress, still  sometimes  used  by  nuns, 
consisting  of  a  piece  of  white  plaited 
linen,  passed  over  or  under  the  chin, 
and  rt.'aching  midway  to  the  waist),  T. 
ii.  no. 

Barbre.  adj.  barbarian,  B  281. 

Barelne.  adj.  barren,  B  68,  D  372. 

Barel  ale,  barrel  of  ale,  B  3083. 

Bark,  5.  (of  a  tree) ,  T.  iii.  727. 


Barm-clooth,  s,  apron,  A  3236. 

Barme,  j.  {dat^  bosom,  lap,  B  3256,3630. 

Baronafire,  s.  assembly  of  barons,  A  3096. 

Barre.  s.  bar,  A  1075 ;  Barres,  pL  stripes 
across  a  girdle,  A  329. 

Barred,  pp.  furnished  with  '  bars,'  A  3225. 

Barringre,  s.  adorning  with  (heraldic) 
bars,  I  417. 

Basilicok,  s.  basilisk,  I  853. 

Baste,  V.  baste;  pres.part.  basting,  tack- 
ing on,  R.  104. 

Bataile,  j.  battle,  fight,  L.  1647;  troop,  B 
5.  m  I.  4. 

Batailen,  v.  fight,  B  i.  p  4.  251. 

Batailled.  adj.  embattled,  i.  e.  notched 
with  indentations,  B  4050. 

Batere.  v.  liatter;  pr.  s.  strikes,  I  556. 

Bathe,  both  (Northern),  A  4087. 

Bathe,  ^er.  to  bathe,  to  bask,  T.  ii.  849; 
rejl.  to  l)ask,  B  4457. 

Bauderye,  j.  bawdry,  act  of  a  pandar,  T. 
"i-  397;  mirth,  A  1926. 

Baudrlk,  s.  baldric,  belt  worn  trans- 
versely over  one  shoulder,  A  116. 

Baudy',  adj.  dirty,  (J  635. 

Baume,  s.  balm,  HF.  1686. 

Baundon,  s.  power,  disposal,  R.  1163. 

Bay,  ad;,  bay-coloured,  A  2157. 

Bayard,  a  horse's  name ;  a  horse,  A  4115. 

Be-,  prefix ;  see  also  Bi-. 

Beau,  adj.  fair;  beau  sir,  fair  sir,  HF.  643. 

Be-bled,  pp.  bloodied,  covered  with  blood, 
B  ^.  m  2.  14. 

Beblotte,  ///;/.  jr.  blot,  T.  ii.  1027. 

Bechen,  adj.  made  of  beech,  G  1160. 

Become,  t*.  go  to,  L.  2214 ;  //.  gone  to,  7. 
247. 

Bed,  jr.  L.  2211 ;  station,  B  3862;  bed  (of 
herbs),  B  441 1. 

Beddlngre,  s.  couch,  A  1616. 

Bede,  v.  offer,  proffer,  HF.  32;  G  1065; 
1  pr.  s.  i)roflfer,  7.  304 ;  Bedeth,  pr.  s, 
proffers,  E  1784;  Bede,  ipt.pl.  directed, 
told,  I  65;  Boden,//.  commanded,  T.  iii. 
(>gi ;  ordereil.  L.  266. 

Bede,  pt.  pi.  aud pp.  of  Bidde. 

Beden,  pt.  pi.  of  Bidde. 

Bedes,  pi.  beads,  A  159. 

Bedote,  v.  befeol,  L.  1547. 

Bedrede,  adj.  bedridden,  D  1769. 

Beek,  j.  beak,  F  418. 

Beem,  s.  balk,  B  4362:  Bcmes, />/.  beams, 
R.  1574. 

Been,  pi.  bees.  F  204. 

Beer,  bare ;  pt.  s.  of  Bere. 

Beest,  J.  beast,  F  460 ;  Beest  roial  =  royal 
beast,  i.  e.  I^o,  F  264;  brute,  G  288; 
beast,  quarry,  R.  1452. 
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Beet,  pt,  J.  and  imp.  s.  of  Bete. 

Beetn,  imp.  pi,  of  Ben,  to  be. 

Begrgrostere,  s.  beggar,  properly  a  female 
beggar,  A  243. 

Behette ;  see  Bihote. 

Bekke,  i  pr.  s.  (I)  nod,  C  396;  //.  s, 
nodded  to.  T.  ii.  1260. 

Bel  amy,  i.  e.  good  friend,  fair  friend,  C 
318;  Bele,  adj.  fem.  fair,  beautiful,  HF. 
1796 ;  Bele  chcre,  excellent  fare,  B  1599 ; 
Bele  chose,  beautiful  part.  D  447. 

Belle,  5.  bell,  T.  ii.  1615;  (of  a  clock),  3. 
1322;  (sign  of  an  inn),  A  719:  here 
the  b.,  be  the  first,  T.  iii.  198. 

Belweth,  fr.  s.  roars,  HF.  1803. 

Bely,  J.  belly,  B  2167. 

Bely,  s.  a  pair  of  bellows,  I  351. 

Bely-naked,  adj.  entirely  naked,  E  1326. 

Beine,  s.  trumpet,  HF.  1240;  p/.  B  4588. 

B€n,  Been,  v.  be.  1. 182 ;  i  pr,  pi,  are,  3. 
582;  Ben,  3/r.^/.  B  122;  consist,  I  82; 
Beth,  pr,  fl,  are,  F  648 ;  Be,  pr,  s,  subt, 
exists,  it  should  be,  4.  49 ;  Be,  i  pr.  s.  suSj. 
be,  am,  D  1245;  Beth,  imp,  pi.  be,  C 
683;  Been,  pp.  3.  530;  A  199;  Be.  pp. 
been,  R.  322;  /  had  be,  I  should  have 
been,  3.  223 ;  Be  as  be  may,  be  it  as  it 
may,  however  it  be,  L.  1852 ;  Be  what  she 
be,  be  she  who  she  may,  T.  i.  679 ;  Lat 
be.  let  alone,  D  1289. 

Bench,  s.  bench,  T.  ii.  91 ;  table,  B  1548 ; 
bench  (law  court),  1. 159. 

Bend,  s.  band,  R.  1079. 

Bende,  v.  bend,  R.  13^ ;  turn,  T.  ii.  1250 ; 
Bente,  pt,  s.  bent,  H  264 ;  Bent,  pp.  1. 
29 ;  arched,  A  3246. 

Bendingre,  s.  adorning  with  (heraldic) 
bends,  I  417.  A  bend,  in  heraldry,  is 
a  broad  diagonal  band  upon  a  shield. 

B^ne,  s.  bean,  11.  29. 

Benedicite,  bless  ye  (the  Lord),  A  1785; 
(pronounced  ben'citi),  T.  i.  780,  &c. 

Benlsovm,  s.  benison,  blessing,  B  2288. 

Bent,  s.  grass V  slope ;  Bente,  dot.  A  198 1. 

Berafte;  see'Bireve. 

Berd,  s.  beard,  A  270,  2173 ;  in  the  berd, 
face  to  face,  T.  iv.  41 ;  make  a  berd,  de- 
ceive. A  4096;  n-ake  his  berd,  delude 
him,  D  361. 

Bdre,  J.  bear,  L.  1214;  the  constellations 
Ursa  Major  and  Ursa  Minor,  HF.  1004. 

Bdre,  s.  bier,  2. 105 ;  19. 5. 

Bere,  v.  bear,  carry,  B  3564;  transport, 
F  119;  confer  on,  \^  2135;  Bere  yow, 
conduct  yourself,  D  1108;  Beren  on 
honde,  accuse,  D  393;  Beren  him  on 
bond,  assure  him,  D  232  (cf.  226) ;  Bereth 
him,  conducts  himsen,  behaves,  A  796 ; 


Bereth  hir,  comports  herself,  T.  ii.  401 ; 
Berth  hir  on  hond.  bears  false  witness 
against  her,  B  620;  Bereth  him  on  hond, 
accuses  him,  I  505;  Sickly  berth,  take 
ill,  dislike,  E  625 ;  Bere,  pr.  pi.  3.  894 ; 
Bere,  2//.  s.  barest.  T.  iv.  763 ;  liar.//,  s. 
bare,  carried,  A  105 ;  possessed,  D  997 ; 
//.  s.  refi.  conducted  himself,  T.  iii.  490 ; 
Bar  on  honde,  made  him  believe,  D  575 ; 
Bar  her  on  honde,  brought  against  her 
a  charge  which  he  feigned  to  believe,  7. 
158 ;  Baren  us,  1  pt.  pi.  conducted  our- 
selves, A  721 ;  Baren  me  on  hond,  bore 
false  wimess  against  me,  B.  i.  p  4.  180; 
pr.  s.  subj.  may  pierce,  A  2256;  Ber, 
imf.  s.  carry,  D  1139;  Ber  ayein,  take 
back,  T.  ii.  1141;  Boren,  pp.  bom,  D 
1 153 ;  Bore,  pp,  bom. 

Bere,  s.  head-sheet,  pillow-case,  3.  254. 

Berle,  s.  berry,  A  4368. 

Berle,  v.  bury,  C  884. 

Beringre,  s.  behaviour,  B  3022;  carriage. 
E  1604. 

Berke,  v.  bark;  Borken,//.  shrieked  (lit. 
barked),  B  i.  p  5.  i. 

Berm,  s.  barm,  i.  e.  yeast,  G  813. 

Bern,  s.  bam,  B  3759. 

Beryle,  s.  beryl,  HF.  1184. 

Besaunt-wlfirlit,  s.  weight  of  a  besant,  R. 
1 106.  (Besant,  a  gold  coin  of  Byzan- 
tium.) 

Bespreynt ;  see  Bisprengre. 

Bestlalitee,  s.  animal  condition,  T.  i. 
735. 

Bet,  adi.  comp.  better,  10.  47;  HF.  108. 

Bet,  adv.  better,  A  242 ;  j^o  bet,  go  faster, 
go  as  quickly  as  possible,  3.  136 ;  the  bet, 
the  better,  HF.  559;  bet  and  bet,  better 
and  better,  T.  iii.  714. 

B^te,  V.  remedy,  heal,  T.  i.  665 ;  amend, 
mend,  assist,  I  421 ;  kindle,  A  2253. 

B6te,^^r.  to  beat,  flap,  B 4512 ;  to  hammer 
out,  C  17;  Beet,//,  s.  adjoined  (lit.  beat), 
R.  129 ;  Beten,  //.  beaten,  B  1732 ;  as  adj. 
beaten,  ornamented  with  the  hammer, 
R.  837. 

Beth,/r. //.  are,  B  2350;  imp,  pi,  be,  x. 

134. 
Betralslngr,  s.  betrayal,  L.  2460. 
Bettre,  adj.  better,  A  256 ;  b.  arm,  right 

arm,  T.  ii.  1650. 
Bever,  adj.  made  of  beaver,  A  272. 
Beye,  ger,  to  buy,  T.  v.  1843 ;  v,  B  1462. 

See  Bye. 
Bibbe,  V, ;  pf,  imbibed,  A  4162. 
Bible,  s.  bible.  A  438:  book,  HF.  Z334. 
Bi-bledde,>^.//.  covered  with  blood.  A 
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Bicched  bones,  s.  pi.  dice.  C  656. 
Bi-clappe,  ^er.  to  catch  (as  in  a  trap). 

G9. 
Bicome,^^.  to  become,  D 1644 ;  Bicomth, 


pr.  s.  goes.  T.  ii.  795. 


Bidaffed,  pp.  befooled.  E  1191. 

Bidde,  v.  ask  {confused  with  B6de,  v.  com- 
mand, bid);  ger.  to  request.  L.  838; 
1  pr.  s.  pray,  T.  i.  1027;  Bit,/r.^.  bids, 
A  187 ;  Bad,  pf.  s.  prayed,  begged,  T.  iii. 
1249;  besought,  T.  i.  1x2;  requested,  £ 
373;  I  pt.  s.  bade.  F  1212;  pi.  s.  bade, 
commanded,  D  108 ;  Beden,  pt.  pi.  bade, 
B  2233 ;  Bidde,  pp.  commanded,  B  440 
(where  Aan  bidiu  =  have  bidden) ;  Bede, 
pp.  bidden  {as  if  from  Bede),  3.  194; 
I  pt.  s.  subj.  would  seek,  R.  791 ;  Bid, 
imp.  s.  pray,  T.  iii.  342 ;  bid,  3.  144 ;  Bid- 
deth,  imp.pl.  pray,  T.  i.  36. 

BlddingTi  s.  request,  L.  837. 

Bidelve,  v. ;  Bidolven,  pp.  buried,  B  5.  p 
I.  51. 

Biden.  pp.  of  Byde. 

BifallinGre,  s.  coming  to  pass,  T.  iv. 
1018. 

Biforen,/r<^.  before,  B  3553;  in  front  of, 
G680. 

Biforen,  adv.  in  the  front  part  (of  his 
head),  A  1376;  beforehand,  A  1148;  in 
front,  A  590 ;  in  a  good  position,  A  572 ; 
of  old  time,  F  551 ;  first,  E  446. 

Bifom,  prep,  before. 

Big-ete,  V.  beget;  Begat,//,  s.  L.  1562; 
Bigeten,//.  B  3138. 

Bigrinne,  v.  begin,  A  42;  Bigonne,  ^pt.  s. 
G  442 ;  Began,  2  pi.  s.  {false  form  for 
Bigunne),  L.  2230;  Bigan,  //.  j.  A  44; 
Bigonne,  pt.pl.  F  1015;  Bigonne.  pp.  T. 
ii.  779. 

Bieroon,  pp.  ornamented,  R.  943 ;  wel  b.^ 
well  contented,  joyous,  merry,  5.  171; 
fortunate,  T.  ii.  294 ;  wel  bigo,  well  con- 
tent, R.  693;  wo  b.,  distressed.  L.  1487, 
2497;  sorwfully  b.,  distressed,  T.  i.  114; 
luers  b.,  more  wretched,  T.  v.  1328. 

Bigryleres,  //.  beguilers,  I  299. 

Bihalve,  s.  dat.  behalf,  T.  ii.  1458. 

Bihate,  v.  hate ;  pp.  B  3.  m  4.  6. 

Biheste,  s.  promise.  B  37 ;  command,  T. 
ii*  359:  M  promises,  i.  e.  all  that  they 
profess  to  prove,  A.  pr.  26. 

Bihete,  i  pr.  s.  promise,  G  707 ;  a  pr,  s. 
dost  promise.  B  4.  p  2.  i ;  pr.  s.  promises, 
I  379.    See  Bihote. 

Bihetingre,  s.  promising,  B  2.  p  8.  16. 

Bihewe,  v.;  Behewc,  //.  carved,  HF. 
1306. 

BihiGTbte,  pt,  s.  promised,  T.  v.  1204; 


Bihighte,  pt.pl,  T.  iii.  3x9;  Bihight.  pp. 

'^'  V*  354*    See  Bihote. 
Biholde,  V.  behold,  A  2293 ;  Behelde,  v, 

behold,  7. 80 ;  Behelde,  pt,  s.  subj.  should 

see,  T.  ii.  378;   Biholde.  >^.  beheld,  G 

179. 
Bihote,  \pr,s.  promise,  A  1854;  Behette, 


pt.  s.  5. 436. 
Iih< 


Bihove,  s.  dat.  profit  (lit  behoof), R.  1092. 
Bihove,  V.  suit,  13.  5 ;  pr,  s,  (it)  behoves, 

T.  iv.  1004 ;  pr.  pi,  are  necessary,  I  83. 
Bihovely.  adj.  helpfiil,  T.  ii.  261 ;  needful. 

I  107. 
Bi-jape,  v. ;  pp.  jested  at.  tricked,  T.  i. 

531- 
Biker,  s,  quarrel,  L.  2661. 

Biknowe,  v.  acknowledge,  B  886 ;  Bikno- 
weth,  pr,  s.  I  481;  Beknew, //.  s.  con- 
fessed, L.  1058 ;  I  am  bi-knowen  =  I  ac- 
knowledge, B  3.  p  10.  88. 

Bilde,^^r.  to  build,  HF.  1133;  Bilt.  pr,  s, 
HF.  1135;  Bi\t,  pp.  I.  183.    See  B\Ude. 

Bilder.  s.  as  adj.  Duilder,  used  for  build- 
ing, 5-  176. 

Bileve,  s.  faith,  L.  2109;  creed,  A  3456. 

Bileve  (i),  V.  believe;  imp.pl,  G  1047. 

BUeve  (2),  v,  to  remain,  stay  behind,  F 

Buixine,  V.  cease,  T.  iii.  1365. 

Bille,  5.  bill,  petition,  i.  59,  zio;  letter,  E 
1937 ;  writ,  D  1586. 

Blnde.  v.  bind,  enthral,  4.  249;  Bynt 
(y&r  Bint),^r.  J.  binds,  4.  47.48;  Bond, 
pt.  s.  bound,  fastened,  R.  241 ;  Bounden, 
fp.  bound,  B  270 ;  bound  up,  D  681. 

Bindingr*  ^'  constraint,  A  1304. 

Binime.  v.  take  away,  B  4.  p  3.  36; 
Binemen,  pr. pi.  B  3.  p  3.  65 ;  Bi-nomen, 


pp.  taken  away,  B  3.  p  3.  69. 
Jin 


Binne,  s.  bin,  chest.  A  593. 

Biquethe,  v.  bequeath,  D  112Z. 

Biraft,  -e ;  see  Bireve. 

Bireine,  v. ;  Bireyned,  //.  rained  upon, 
T.  iv.  1 172. 

Bireve.  v.  bereave,  B  3359 ;  restrain,  T.  i 
685 ;  take  away,  G  ^2 ;  me  wo  bereve,  rob 
me  of  woe,  6.  12 ;  Bireved,  pt,  s,  bereft, 
D  2071 ;  Birafte,  pt.  s.  B  83 ;  Biraft,  //. 
bereft,  T.  iv.  225 ;  A  1361. 

Birthe,  s.  birth.  B  192. 

Biscomed,  pp.  scorned.  I  278. 

Bisegre,  v.  besiege  ;/r.  s.  L.  1902;  Bise- 
gede,  pt.  pi.  T.  i.  149. 

Bisdken.  v.  beseech,  pray.  B  2306,  2010; 
By-s6ke,  v.  beseech,  T.  iv.  131 ;  Biseken, 
I  pr.  pi.  implore,  A  918 ;  Bisoughtest,  2 
//.  s.  aidst  beseech,  T.  v.  1734 ;  Ssoghte, 
//.  s.  B  2164. 
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Bisemare,  s,  contemptuous  conduct,  A 

^3965. 

Bisette,  v.;  Besette,  v.  employ,  L.  1069; 
bestow,  3.  772;  Besette,  disposed  of,  L. 
2558 ;  used  up,  D  1952 ;  bestowed,  A  3715, 
established,  A  301a ;  fixed,  I  366 ;  Beset, 
i>p.  bestowed,  T.  i.  521. 

Biseye,  pp.  beseen;  wr/  d.,  fair  to  see, 
good-looking,  R.  821 ;  well  provided,  3. 
829;  goodly  b.,  fair  to  see,  good  in  ap- 
pearance, T.  ii.  1262 ;  yvel  b.,  ill-looking, 
E  965 ;  richely  b.,  rich-looking,  splendid, 
E  984. 

Bishende,  v, ;  Bcshende,  v.  bring  to  ruin, 
L.  2606. 

Blshltte,  V, ;  Bishet,  pp,  shut  up,  T.  iii. 
602. 

Bishrewe,  i/r.  s.  bcshrew,  D  844. 

Bisle,  V.  rejl.  take  pains.  B  3034 ;  Bisie  me, 
employ  myself,  G  758 ;  //.  //.  occupied 
themselves,  5.  192. 

Bisily,  adv.  diligently,  A.  ii.  38.  8 ;  com- 
pletely, T.  iii.  1153;  eagerly,  F  1051; 
well.  a.  33. 

Blsinesse,  s.  business,  B  1415 ;  busy  en- 
deavour, A  1007,  G  24 ;  diligence,  3. 1156 ; 
C  56 ;  industry,  G  5 ;  labour,  5.  86 ;  work, 
activity,  T.  i.  795;  trouble,  ado,  7.  99; 
careful  attention,  B  2979;  attentiveness, 
7.  250 :  •  care,  A  520. 

Bl-emokede,  adj.  pi.  dirtied  with  smoke, 
B  I.  p  I.  31. 

Bismotered,  pp.  besmutted,  marked  with 
spots  of  rust,  &c.,  A  76. 

Bispet,  pp.  spit  upon,  I  276. 

Bisprengre,  v. ;  Bespreynt,  //.  sprinkled, 
bedewed,  a.  10. 

Blstad,  pp.  bestead,  in  trouble,  R.  ia27 ; 
hard  b.,  greatly  imperilled,  B  649. 

Bistryden,  v. ;  Bistrood.  //.  s.  bestrode, 
B  2093 . 

Bisy,  Besy,  adj.  busy,  industrious,  R. 
1052;  active,  L.  103;  useful,  I  474; 
attentive,  F  509 :  anxious,  2.  2. 

Bisyde,  pr^p.  beside ;  M^r  b.,  beside  that 

Elace,  3.  1316 ;  o/b.,  from  the  neighbour- 
ood  of.  A  445;  b.  his  ^z/^,  without  his 
leave,  HF.  2105. 

Bisydes,  pf'fp' :  him  b.,  near  him,  A  40a. 

Bisydes,  JBesydes,  adv.  on  one  side,  G 
1416. 

Bit,  fr.  s.  of  Bidde. 

Bitake,  i  pr.  s.  commend,  1 1043 ;  commit, 
E  161:  resign.  A  3750;  i  pr.  s.  deliver, 
entrust,  L.  2297 1  Bitook.  p/.  s.  entrusted, 
G  541 :  Bitaken,//.  B  3.  m  2.  47. 

Biteche,  i  pr.  s.  commit  (to),  consign 
(to),  B  31 14. 


Bithinke,  v.   imagine,  think    of,  T.  iii. 

1694 ;  Bcthinke.  v.  a.  107 ;  ger.  to  reflect, 

HF.  1176;   Bithoughte,  i  p/.  s.  refi.  be- 
thought myself,  R.  521 ;  I  am  bithought, 

I  have  thought  (of),  A  767;  Bithought, 

pp.  T.  ii.  225. 
Bitid.  Bitit;  see  Bityde. 
Bitook ;  sec  Bitake. 
Bitore,  s.  bittern,  D  972. 
Bitraise,  Bitraissh'e,  v.  betray;  Bitray- 

seth,  pr.  s.  C  92:  pp.  betrayed,  T.  iv. 

1648;  I  269:   Bitraisshed,  R.  1648;   Bi- 

trasshcd,  R.  1520. 
Bitrenden,  v. ;   Bi-trent,  pr.  s.  encircles, 

goes  round,  T.  iv.  870 ;  twines  round,  T. 

iii.  1231. 
Bit^wixen, pr^.  between,  A  880:  Bctwixen, 

5.  148 ;  Bitwixe,  A  277 ;  Bitwix,  L.  729. 
Bityde,  Bityden,  v.  happen,  T.  ii.  623 ; 

arrive,  B  3730;  pr.  s.  subj.  E306;  Bityde 

what  b.,  happen  what  may.  T.  v.  750; 

Bitit, /r.  J.  betides,  happens.  T.  ii.  48,  v. 

34S ;    Bitidde,  pt.  s.  befell,  T.  v.  1641 ; 

Bitid,  pp.  T.  iii.  288 ;  Betid,  HF.  384. 
Bitydingre,  j.  an  event,  B  5.  p  i.  37. 
Bitymes,  adv.  betimes,  soon,  G  1008. 
Biware, «/. ;  Biwared,  pp.  spent,  expended, 

laid  out  (as  on  wares),  T.  i.  636. 
Biwepe,  g^r.  to  bemoan.  T.  i.  763;  Bi- 

wop«'n,  pp.  bathed  in  tears,  T.  iv.  916. 
Biwreye,  v.  make  manifest,  reveal,  T.  iii. 

377 :  Biwreyest,  2  pr.  s.  revealest,  B  773 ; 

Biwreyd,  pp.  betrayed   (viz.  by  having 

your  words  revealed),  H  352. 
Blwreyingr,  s.  betraying,  B  2330. 
Bi-wryen,  v.  disclose,  reveal,  T.  ii.  537 ; 

Bewiye,  betray,  5.  348.     (Wrongly  used 

for  Biwreye.) 
Blak,  adj.  black,  A  294 ;  Blake,  //.  A  557 ; 

Blakke,  d^/.  HF.  1801. 
Blak,  s.  black  clothing,  3.  445. 
Blake,  s.  black  writing,  ink,  T.  ii.  1320. 
Blakeberied,  a,    a-blackberrying.  i.  c. 

a-wandering  at  will,  astray.  C  406. 
Blaked,  pp.  blackened,  rendered  black, 

B  3321. 
Blandishe,  pr.  s.  sub/,  fawn,  I  376. 
BlankxnanGrer,  s.  a  compound  of  minced 

capon    with  cream,  sugar,  and  flour.  A 

387.    Named  firom  its  white  colour. 
Blasen,  ger.  to  blow,  HF.  1802. 
Blaspheme,  s.  blaspheming,  16.  15. 
Bl&8phexn6ur,  s.  blasphemer.  C  898. 
Blast,  s.  puff,  T.  ii.  1387. 
Blaste,  ger,  to   blow  a   trumpet,    HF. 

1866. 
Blavmche,  adj.  fern,  white,  T.  i.  916. 
Blaundisshinsre.  pret.  pt.  as  adj,  be- 
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witching,  B  3.  m  12.  23 ;  Blaundissinge, 

flattering,  B  2.  p  i.  31. 
Bleche,  v. ;  pp.  bleached,  9.  45. 
Blede,  v.  bleed,  L.  2696;  Bledde, //.  s, 

bled,  T.  ii.  950. 
Blemished,  p^.  injured,  B  i.  p  4.  312. 
Blende,  v.  blind.  T.  iv.  648 ;  ger.  to  de- 
ceive, T.  iii.  207;  to  blind  {ot  read  to- 

blende,  v.  blind    utterly),  T.   ii.   1496; 

Blent, /r.  s.  blinds,  5.  600;  Blente,//.  J. 

blinded,  T.  v.  1194;  Blent,  //.  15.  18; 

deceived,  E  21 13. 
Blere,  v.  blear,  bedim ;  Blcre  hir  ye,  dim 

their  eye,  cajole  them,  A  4049;  pp.  de- 
ceived, G  730. 
Bleiingr,  s.  dimming;  bl.  o/anye,  cajoling, 

A  3865. 
Blesse,  v.  bless ;  Blesseth  hir,  pr.  s.  crosses 

herself,  B  449. 
Bleve,  V.  remain,  T.  iv.  1484;  remain  (at 

home) ,  T.  iii. 623  ;,«f<rr.  to  dwell, T.  iv.  1357. 
Blew,  pt.  s.  of  Blowe. 
Blew,  adj.  blue,  A  564;  3.  340;  as  s.  blue 

clothing,  21.  7. 
Bleyne,  s.  blain,  blemish,  R.  553. 
Bleynte,//.  J.  blenched,  started  back,  A 

1078  ;  turned  aside,  T.  iii.  1346.    /V.  s.  of 

Blonche,  v. 
Blinde,  v.\    Blynde  with,  ger.  to  blind 

(the  priest)  with,  G  1151. 
Bllnne,  v.  leave  off,  cease,  G  1171. 
Blisful,  adj.  happy,  9.  i ;  conferring  bliss, 

I.   24;  blessed,  3.  854;    merry,   R.  80; 

sainted,  A  17. 
Blisful,  adv.  joyously,  5.  689. 
Blisfully,  rft^z/.  happily,  A  1236. 
Blisfulnesse,  j.  happiness,  B  2.  p  4.  75. 
Blisse,    V.  bless,  E  553.     Perhaps  read 

d  I  esse,  kesse.    See  Blesse. 
Blissed,  pp.  happy,  9.  43. 
Bio,  adj.  blue,  smoke-coloured,  HF.  1647. 
Blody,  adj.  causing  bloodshed,  A  2512. 
Blondren ;  see  Blundre. 
Blood,  s.  lineage,  7.  65 ;  offspring,  E  632; 

kinswoman,  'F.  ii.  594. 
Blosme,  s.  blossom,  A  3324. 
Blosme,  v.  blossom;  pr.  s.  E  1462;  pp, 

covered  with  blossoms,  R.  108. 
Blosmy,  adj.  blossoming,  T.  ii.  821 ;  full 

of  buds,  5.  183. 
Blowe,  V.  blow,  A  565 ;  Blew,  pt.  s.  3. 182 ; 

lit)  blew,  T.  iii.  678;  Blowen, />/.  pro- 
claimed by  trumpets,  A  2241. 
Blundre,    v.\  pr.  s.  runs  heedlessly,  G 

1414;  1  p.pl.pr.  Blondren,  we  become 

mazed,  G  670. 
Blythly.  adv.  gladly,  3.  749,  755. 
Blyve,  adv.  quickly,  soon,  L.  60;  ^  ^/., 


very  soon,  as  soon  as  possible.  T.  i.  965 ; 

forthwith,  R.  706,  992;  also  bl.,  as  soon 

as  possible,  T.  iv.  174. 
Bobance,  s.  presumption,  boast,  D  569. 
Boce,  J.  protuberance  (boss),  I  423. 
Boch,  s.  botch,  pustule,  B  3.  p  4. 14. 
Bocher,  s.  butcher,  A  2025. 
Bocler,  s.  buckler.  A  3266. 
Bode  (i),  J.  foreboding,  omen,  5.  343. 
Bode  (2),  J.  abiding,  delay,  7.  119. 
Bode,  V.  proclaim;  pr.  s.  heralds,  B  4. 

m  6.  17. 
Boden,  //.  0/  Bede. 

Body,  s.  person,  F  1005;  principal  sub- 
ject, E  42;  corpse,  3.  142;  B  1872;  my 

b.,  myself,  B   1185;  //.  metallic  bodies 

Tmetals),  answering  to  celestial  bodies 

(planets),  G  820,  825. 
Boef,  s.  beef,  E  1420. 
Boee.pr.  s.  (it)  behoves,  A  4026.  (Northern.) 
Bogrht,  Boerhte ;  see  Bye. 
Boist,  s.  box,  C  307 ;  //.  HF.  2129. 
Boistous.  adj.  rude,  plain.  H  211. 
Boistously,  adv.  loudly,  E  791. 
Bokel,  s.  buckle,  R.  1086. 
Bokeler,  j.  buckler,  A  112.  A  small  round 

shield  usuallv  carried  by  a  handle  at  the 

back.    See  Bocler. 
"Bok-elinge,  pres.  pt.  buckling,  A  2503. 
Bokes,  pi.  books,  A  294. 
Boket,  s.  bucket,  A  1533. 
Bola>8,  //.  bullace-plums,  buUaces,  R.  1377. 
Bolde,  V.  grow  bold.  5.  144. 
Bdle,  s.  bull,  T.  iii.  723,  iv.  239. 
B61e  armoniak,  Armenian  clay,  G  79a 
Bolle,  s.  a  bowl,  G  1210. 
Bolt,  s.  crossbow-bolt,  A  3264. 
Bolt-uprigrht,  on  (her)  back,  A  4266.  B 

1506. 
Bohible,  v.;  pr.  s,  booms  (as  a  bittern), 

D  972. 
Bon,  adj.  good,  HF.  1022. 
Bond,  J.  bond,  obligation,  A  1604;  band, 

fetter,  T.  iii.  1766 ;  obligation  (compelling 

the  service  of  spirits),  F  131. 
Bonde,  s.  bondman,  D  1660,  I  149. 
Bonde-folk,  s.  pi.  bondmen,  I  754. 
Bonde-men,  j.  pi.  bondmen,  I  752. 
B6ne,  s.  petition,  boon,  prayer,  request, 

3.  129,  835. 
Bood,  //.  s.  of  Byde. 
B66n,  s.  bone,  R.  1059 ;  ivory,  T.  ii.  926 ; 

Bones,  pi.  bones,  A  546. 
B66r,  s.  boar,  A  2070 ;   Bores,  gen.  sing, 

boar's,  B  2060 ;  Bores,  pi.  A  1658. 
B66st,  s.  loud  talk,  A  4001 ;   boast,   L. 

267;  pride,  B  3289;   boasting,   C  764; 

swelling,  G  441. 
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B66t,  s.  boat,  T.  i.  416,  ii.  ^. 

B66t,  s.  help,  remedy,  T.  iii.  laoS. 

Boot,  //.  J.  0/  Byte. 

Boras,  j.  borax,  A  630,  G  790. 

Bord,  s.  table,  A  52,  B  430 ;  plank,  3. 74 ; 
board,  i.  c.  meals,  G  1017;  to  ^.,  to 
board,  A  3188,  D  538 ;  into  shippes  bord, 
on  board  the  ship,  A  3585;  over-bord, 
overboard,  B  922. 

Bordels,  s.  pL  brothels,  I  885. 

Bordel-women,//.  women  of  the  brothel, 

Bordure,  j.  border,  raised  rim  on  the 

front  of  an  astrolabe,  A.  i.  4.  4. 
Bore,  J.  bore,  hole,  T.  iii.  1453. 
Bore,  Boren,  pp,  of  Bere. 
Borel,  J.  coarse  woollen  clothes,  D  356; 

Borel  men,  laymen.  B  3145.    See  Burel. 
Bores ;  sec  Boor. 
Borken,  pp.  of  Berke. 
Borne,    v.\    Borneth,  /r.    s,   burnishes, 

smoothes,  T.  i.  327. 
Borwe,  s.  pledge,  A  1622 ;  to  b.,  in  pledge, 

as  a  pledge,  T.  v.  1664 ;  t^yd  to  b.,  laid 

in  pledge,  pawned,  T.  iii  963 ;  to  b.,  for 

surety,  4.  20^;    Venus  here  to  b,,  Venus 

being  your  pledge,  T.  ii.  1524. 
Borwe,  v.  borrow,  B  105. 
Bos.  s.  boss,  A  3266.    See  Boce. 
Bost,  s. ;  see  Boost. 
B68te,  V.  boast ;  pr.  s.  D  1672. 
B6te.  J.  good,  benefit,  D  472;   remedy, 
'profit.  3.  38 ;  advantage.  T.  i.  352 ;  heal- 

mg,  T.  i.  763;  help,  T.  ii.  345;  healer, 

22.  45 ;  relief,  G  1481 ;  salvation,  B  1656; 

dotA  b,,  gives  the  remedy    for,  5.  276; 

for  b.  ne  bale,  for  good  nor  for  ill,  3. 

227. 
Botel,  s.  bottle  (of  hay),  H  14. 
Botelees,  adj.  without  remedy,  T.  i.  782. 
Boteler,  j.  butler,  HF.  592. 
Boterflye,  s.  butterfly.  B  3980. 
Botes,  pi.  boots,  A  203,  273. 
Bothe,  both,  A  540;  your  bothes,  of  both 

of  vou,  I.  83 ;  your  bother,  of  vou  both, 

T.  IV.  168. 
Botmelees,  adj.  bottomless,  unreal,  T.  v. 

1431- 
BouGTh,  s.  bough.  R.  1403;  Bowes,//.  R. 

loS. 
Bouerbt,  Bouerlite ;  see  Bye. 
Bouk,  J.  trunk  of  the  body.  A  2746. 
Boun,  adj.  prepared,  F  1503. 
Bounde,  s.  bound;   pi.  bounds,  limits, 

L.  546.  1673. 
Bountee,  s,  goodness,   kindness,  i.   9; 

good  deed,   I   393;    delightfulness,   R. 

1444. 


Bountevous,  adj.  bountiful,  bounteous, 

T.  i.  883;  C  no. 
Bour,  s.  bed-chamber,  HF.  1186*,  B  1932; 

lady's  chamber,   R.  1014;   inner  room, 

B4022. 
Bourde,  s.  jest,  H  81 ;  pL  D  68a 
Bourde,  i  pr.  s.  jest,  C  778 ;  //.  5.  589. 
Box  ( I) ,  J.  box-tree,  A  2922 ;  boxwood,  I^ 

866 ;  money-box.  A  4390 ;  box,  C  869. 
Box  (2^,  J.  blow,  L.  1388. 
Boydekin,  s.  dagger,  A  396a 
Bracdr,  s.  bracer,  a  guard  for  the  arm 

in  archery,  A  in. 
Bragrot,  s.  a  beverage  made  of  honey  and 

ale,  A  3261. 
Braid,  s.  quick  movement;  cU  a  b.,  in  a 

moment.  R.    1336;    Brayd,  a  start,   L. 

1 166. 
Brak,  pt.  s.  of  Breke. 
Brasil,  J.  dye  made  fi-om  a  certain  dye- 
wood,  B  4649. 
Brast,  Braste ;  see  Breste. 
Braun,  s.  muscle,  A  546 ;  brawn  (of  the 

boar).  F  1254. 
Braunche.  s.  branch,  T.  v.  844. 
Brayd,  Brayde ;  see  Breyde. 
Brede  (i) ,  j.  breadth,  R.  825. 1124 ;  space, 

T.    i.    179;     on     brede,    abroad,    T.    i, 

530. 
Brede  (2),  s.  roast  meat,  HF.  1222. 
Brede,  ^^r.  to  breed,  T.  iii.  1546;  grow, 

T.  V.  1027 ;  Breden,  w.  to  breed,  arise, 

L.  1156  (cf.  Vergil,  /En.  iv.2) ;  Bred, pp. 

bred  up,  F  499. 
Breech,  s.  breeches,  B  2049,  C  948. 
Breem,  s.  bream,  a  fish,  A  J50. 
Breke,  v.  break,  A  551,  C  936;  br.  his 

day,  fail  to  pay  on  the  day,  G  1040; 

^er.  to  interrupt,  B  2233;    Brak,^/.  s. 

3.  71;  Breke,  pr.  s.  subj.  4.  242;  Breke, 

2  pr.  pi.  subj.  break  off,  T.  v.  1032 ;  Breke. 

//.  s.  subj.  would  break,  B  4578 ;  Broke, 

pp.  broken,  A  3571 ;  Broken,  pp.  ship- 
wrecked, L.  1487. 
Brekke,  j.  break,  flaw,  defect,  3.  940. 
Bremble-flour,  s.  flower  of  the  bramble, 

B  1936. 
Breme,  adj.  furious,  T.  iv.  184. 
Breme,  adv.  furiously,  A  1699. 
Bren,  s.  bran,  A  4053. 
Brenne,  v.  burn,  17.  18;   to  be  burnt, 

T.  i.  91;  Brinne,  ger.  to  bum,  D  52; 

Brendest,  2  //.  s.  didst   bum,  A  2384 ; 

Brendc,  pt.  s.  1.  90;    was  burnt,   HF. 

163;  was  set  on  fire,  HF.  537;  Brenned, 

//.  s.  was  inflamed  with  anger,  R.  297 ; 

Brende,  pt.  pi.  caught    fire,  HF.  954; 

Brcnte./A //.  L.  731;  Brent,//.  7.  115; 
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Brend,  /^.  B  4555;  as  adj.  bright,  R. 
1 109. 

BrenninGT,  s.  burning,  4.  133;  greed  of 
gold,  R.  188. 

BrenninGTly,  adv.  ardently,  T.  i.  607 ;  fer- 
vently, A  1564, 

Brere,  j.  briar,  R.  858 ;  Breres,  pi,  under- 
wood, A  1532. 

Brest,  s.  breast,  A  115,  131. 

Brest-boon,  j.  breast-bone,  A  3710. 

Breste,  v.  burst,  T.  v.  1008:  afflict,  T. 
iii.  1434;  break,  D  1103;  Brest,  pr.  s. 
bursts,  A  2610 ;  breaks,  T.  i.  258 ;  Brast, 
//.  s.  burst  out,  T.  v.  1078;  burst,  L. 
1033;  broke,  3.  1193:  Brast,//.  s.  burst 
{or  read  braste  =  would  burst) ,  T.  v. 
180;  Braste,  //.  //.  burst,  T.  ii.  326; 
Broste,  //.  pi.  B  671,  C  234;  Brosten, 
//.  //.  4.  96 ;  Braste,  pt.  s.  subj.  would 
burst,  T.  ii.  1108;  Brosten,  pp.  burst, 
T.  ii.  976 ;  broken,  L.  1300. 

Brestingr,  j.  bursting,  F  973. 

Bretfill,  adj.  brimful,  A  687,  2164. 

Bretherhed,  s.  brotherhood,  religious 
order,  A  511. 

Brew,  pt.  s.  contrived,  B  3575. 

Breyde,  j^er.  to  start,  T.  iv.  230,348;  v. 
awake,  F  477 ;  Breyde,  i  pr.  s.  start,  T. 
v.  1262;  Breyde,  i  pi.  s.  awoke,  D  799; 
Breyde,  />/.  j.  started,  T.  v.  1243;  went 
(out  of  his  wits),  B  3728;  drew,  B  837; 
Brayde,  //.  s.  took  hastily,  HF.  1678; 
Brayd,  pp.  started,  gone  suddenly,  7. 
124. 

Brid,  J.  bird,  HF.  1003;  young  of  birds, 

Brigre,  J.  contention,  B  2873.    F.  brigue, 

BrierGTO,  s.  bridge,  A  3922. 

Brierht,  adj.  fair,  R.  1009. 

Brigrhte,  adj.  as  s.  brightness  (after /&r),  > 

T.  ii.  864, 
Brike,  j.  a  trap,  snare,  'fix,'  dilemma, 

Ii  3580. 
Bringre,  v.  bring ;  Bringes,  2  pr.  s.  bring- 

est,    HF.     19^     (a    Northern    form) ; 

Broghten,  pi.  pi.  B  2590 ;  made  brogkt, 

caused  to  be  brought,  HF.  155. 
Brinne,^irr.  to  burn,  D  52.   See  Brezme. 
Brocaere,  s.  mediation,  A  3375. 
Broche,  J.  brooch,  R.  1193;  small  orna- 
ment, bracelet,  4.  245. 
Brode,  adv.  broadly,  plainly,  A  739;  far 

and  wide,  HF.    1683;    wide    awake,  G 

1420. 
Brodere,  adj.  larger,  A.  ii.  38.  i. 
Brok,   i.  e.  Badger,  a  horse's  name,  D 

1543- 
Broken ;  see  Harm.    And  see  Broke. 


Brokklngre,  prts,  pt.  using  a  quavering 
voice,  A  3377. 

Bromes, //.  broom  (bushes  so  called), 
HF.  1226. 

Brond,  s.  torch,  L.  2232;  firebrand,  B 
3224:  Bronde,  dot,  piece  of  burning 
wood,  B  209^. 

Brood,  adj.  broad,  A  155,  471;  thick, 
large,  F  82;  Brode,  pi.  R.  939;  ex- 
panded, R.  1681. 

Broste,  -en ;  see  Breste. 

Brotel,  adj.  brittle,  frail,  T.  iii.  820; 
fickle,  L.  1885 ;  unsafe,  insecure,  E  1279 ; 
transitory,  E  2061 ;  Brutel,  B  2.  p  5.  6. 

Brotelnesse,  s.  frailty,  T.  v.  1832 ;  inse- 
curity, E  1279 ;  fickleness,  10.  63. 

Brotherhede,  s.  brotherhood,  D  1399. 

Brouded,  pp.  embroidered,  A   3238,  B 

^3659. 

Brouke,  v.  enjoy,  use,  B  4490;  keep,  E 
2308;  ipr.  s.  subj.  {optative),  may  have 
the  use  of,  HF.  273;  Brouken,  fr.  pi. 
subj.  {opt.),  may  (they)  profit  by,  L.  194. 

Bro'wdlnGTf  s.  embroidery,  A  24918. 

Broyded,  //.  braided,  A  1049. 

Brutel ;  see  Brotel. 

Brybe,  v.  steal,  filch,  A  4417;   rob,  D 

1378. 
Bryberyes,  pi.  ways  of  robbing,  D  1367. 
Brydale,  s.  wedding,  A  4375. 
Brydel,  s.  bridle,  7.  184. 
Brydeletb,  pr.  s.  controls,  4.  41. 
Buffet,  s.  blow ;  Buflfettes,  pi.  I  258. 
Buerle-bom,  s.  drinking-horn  made  from 

the  '  bugle '  or  ox,  F  1253. 
Buk,*j.  buck,  5.  195;    Bukke,  B  1946; 

Bukkes,  gen.  buck's,  A  3387. 
Bulde,  V.  build;    Bulte,  //.  s.  built,    A 

1548. 

Bmle,  s.  papal  bull,  C  909. 

Bulte,  pt.  s.  of  Bulde. 

Bulte,  V.  bou'lt,  sift,  B  4430. 

Burdoun,  s.  burden  of  a  song,  bass- 
accompaniment,  A  673. 

Burel,  adj.  rough,  unlettered,  F  716;  lay 
(people) ,  D  1872, 1874.  The  idea  is  that 
of  a  man  dressed  in  burel,  or  coarse 
woollen  cloth.    See  Borel. 

Buriels,  s.  pi.  burial-places,  i.  e.  the 
catacombs,  G  186. 

B\ime,  V.  burnish ;  pp.  A  1983 ;  polished, 
HF.  1387 ;  lustrous,  C  38.    See  Borne. 

Burnet,  adj.  made  of  coarse  brown  cloth. 
R.  226. 

Busk,  s,  bush,  R.  54 ;  pi.  A  1579. 

But,  conj.  except,  unless,  2.  82;  %.  117. 

But,  as  s.  an  exception,  a  '  but,'  I  494. 

But  and,  but  if,  L.  1790. 
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But-if,  coftj.  unless,  R.  250. 

Buxom,  aJj.  yielding,  6.  125;  obedient, 

B  1287. 
Buzomly,  adv.  obediently,  E  186. 
Buxumnesse,  s.  submission.  13. 15. 
By,  prrp.  by,  A  25,  &c. ;  as  regards,  with 

respect    to,    concerning,    6.    126;    with 

reference  to,  5.  4;  for,  on  account  of, 

R.  844 ;   fy  proces,  in  process,  B  2665 ; 

by  me,  beside  mc  {with  accent  on  by),  T. 

ii.  991 ;  by  the  morwe,  in  the  morning, 

L.  49. 
By.  adv.  beside ;  /cute  by,  close  at  hand, 

R.  1274. 
By  and  by,  adv.  one   after  another,  in 

due  order,  in  due  place,  L.  304,  A  ion. 
Byde,  v.  wait,  T.  i.  1067;  A  1576;  Bood. 

//.  s.  waited,  T.  v.  29 ;  BIden,  //.  stayed, 

E  1888. 
Bye.  V.  buy,  pay  for  (it),  D  167 ;  go  by,  let 

us  go  to  buv,  G  1294 ;  Bye,  pr.  pi.  subj, 

18.  26;    Boghte, //.  5.  bought,  A  2088; 

redeemed,  E  1153;  b.  agayn,  redeemed, 

C776. 
Byhigrht,  pp.  promised,  T.  v.  1104. 
Byingr,  j.  buying.  A  569. 
By-Japed,  pp.  tricked,  made  a  jest  of,  T. 

V.  1 1 19. 
Bynt  him,  binds  himself,  4.  47;    Bynt 

her,  4. 48. 
By-path,  j.  by-way,  T.  iii.  1705. 
Byrde.  s.  maiden,  lady,  R.  1014. 
By-seke.  v.  beseech.  T.  iv.  131. 
Byte,  V.  bite,  T.  iii.  737;   cut  deeply,  F 

158;    burn,  A  631;   B6cit,  pt.  s.  pit,   B 

3791 ;  BUen.pp.  bitten,  L.  2318. 
BytingrGt  J.  wound,  B  3.  m  7.  7. 
By- word,  s.  proverb,  T.  iv.  769. 
By-wreye,  v.  reveal,  T.  iii.  367. 

O. 

CsAS,  s.  circumstance,  I  X05;  sefte  caas 

=  suppose,  A.  ii.  42.  24 ;  Caas,  //.  cases 

of  law,  A  323. 
Cacche.  v.  catch.  G  11;  lay  hold  of,  3. 

969:  come  by,  HF.  404;  Caughte,//.  j. 

took,  conceived,   E  619;  took,  A  498; 

]Milled.  L.   1854;  Caught,  pp.  obtained, 

K  I  no;  taken.  F740. 
CAitlf,  adj.  captive,  miserable,  wretched, 

•^  1552. 
Caitif,   J.  wretch,    R.  340;   pi.  captives, 

A  924. 
Cake,  s.  a  round  and  rather  flat  loaf  of 

bread   (in  the  shape  of  a  large  bun), 

A  668,  4094,  C  322. 
Calcening',  s.  calcination,  G  771. 


Calcinacioun,  s.  calcination.  G  804. 
Calcule,  V.  calculate;  Calculed,  pt.  s.  F 

1284. 
Calculer,  s.  the  calculator  or  pointer,  A 

i.  23. 2.    See  Almury. 
CalculinGre.  s.  calculation,  T.  i.  71. 
Calendes,  //.  kalends,  introduction    to 

a  new  time,  T.  ii.  7. 
Calle,  5.  caul,    a    net   used   to    confine 

women's  hair.  A.  i.   19.  4;    headdress, 

D  1018 ;  to  '  make  a  hood  above  a  caul ' 

=  to  befool,  T.  iii.  775. 
Camaille,  s.  a  camel.  E  1196. 
Caxnuse,  adj.  low  and  concave,  A  3934, 

3974. 
Can,  I  pr.  s.  know,  L.  1987;  know  how, 

am  able.  E  304,  F  4 ;  can,  B  42 ;  under- 
stiuid.  F  ia66;  am  able  to  say.  5.  14; 
pr.  s.  knows,  3.  673 ;  has,  E  2245 ;  knows 
(of),  A  1780;  has  skill,  T.  ii.  1197;  cxh 
on,  has  knowledge  of,  F  786;  cun  hir 
good,  knows  her  own  advantage,  D  231 ; 
can  thank,  owQs  (them)  thanks,  A  1818; 
2  pr.  pi.  know,  Ii  1 169. 
Canel-boon,  j.  collar-bone  (lit.  channel- 
bone,  with  reference  to  the  depression 
in  the    neck    behind    the  collar-bone), 

3-943- 
Canelle,  s.  cinnamon,  R.  1370. 

Cankedort,  s.  state  of  suspense,  critical 

position,  T.  ii.  1752. 
Canon,  s.  the  '  Canon,'  the  title  of  a  book 

by  Aviccnna,  C  890;  rule,  explanation. 

A.  pr.  105. 
Canstowll  2  p.  s.  pr.  knowest  thou,  A.  pr. 

20 ;  canst  thou.  T.  iv.  460. 
Cant  el,  s.  portion,  A  3008. 
Cape,  ger.  gape  after,  T.  v.   1133.    See 

Gape. 
Capel,  J.  horse,  nag,  H  64;   cart-horse, 

D  2150. 
Cappe,  J.  cap,  A  586;  set  the  wrightes 

cappe,  i.  e.  made  a  fool  of  him,  A  3143. 
Carboucle,  j.  carbuncle-stone,  R.  iiao. 
Cardiacle,  s.  pain  about  the  heart,  C  313. 
Care.  s.  anxiety,  sorrow,  grief,  trouble,  7. 

63:  T.  i.  505,  587;  ill-luck,  5.  363:  //. 

miseries.  T.  1.  264. 
Care,  v.  feel  anxiety.  E  1212 ;  Care  thee. 

imp.  s.  be  anxious,  A  3298. 
Careful,  adj.  full  of  trouble,  6.  44,  133 ; 

sorrowful,  A  1565. 
Careyne,  s.  corpse,  carcase,  5. 177. 
Carf ,  cut ;  see  Kerve. 
CeuiiafiTG,  <f.  a  carrying  away ;  upcm  e.,  in 

the    way    of  carrying    anything;    away, 

i.  e.  that  I   can  carry  away,  D    1570; 

Cariages.  j.  //.  tolls  due  from  the  tenant 
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to  his  feudal  lord  imposed  by  authority, 

I  752. 
Carl.  s.  man,  A  3469 ;  rustic,  countryman, 

A  545- 
C&role.   s.  a    dance   accompanied  with 

singing.  R.  744,  781,  793. 

Carole,  v.  dance  round  singing,  3.  849; 
/»/».  danced,  R.  810. 

Carpe,  v.  talk,  discourse,  A  474. 

Carrik,  s.  barge,  D  1688. 

Cart,  s.  chariot,  HF.  943. 

Cartere,  s.  charioteer,  B  5.  p  4. 100. 

Cart-hors, //.  chariot-horses,  HF.  944. 

Cas,  s.  accident,  chance,  HF.  254,  1052; 
affair,  L.  409;  occasion,  B  36;  adven- 
ture, L.  1630;  mischance,  L.  1056;  in 
cas  that,  in  case,  A.  ii.  3.  2 ;  upon  cas,  by 
chance.  A  3661 ;  in  cas  if  that,  in  case 
that,  T.  ii.  758 ;  in  no  maner  cas,  in  no 
way,  D  1831 ;  set  a  cas,  suppose  that,  T. 
ii.  729;  to  deyen  in  the  ecu,  though 
death  were  the  result,  E  859. 

Cast,  s.  occasion,  turn,  B  3477;  contri- 
vance, plan,  HF.  1178. 

Caste,  V.  cast  (accounts),  B  1406;  Casten, 
V.  throw,  T.  ii.  513;  c.  with  a  spere, 
throw  with  a  spear,  HF.  1048;  fling, 
A  3330;  contrive,  HF.  1170;  Caste,  i  ' 
pr.  s.  conjecture,  A  2172 ;  Casteth,  pr.  s.  | 
casts  about,  I  692;  considers,  G  1414; 
applies,  B  2781 ;  re^.  devotes  himself, 
G  738 ;  Cast,  pr.  s.  casts,  R.  1574:  Caste, 
I pt.  s.  threw,  5.  172;  Casten,^.  thrown, 
B  1796;  Cast,  pp.  overthrown,  T.  ii. 
1389;  contrived,  B  3891;  c.  biforn,  pre- 
meditated, I  543. 

Castelled.  adj.  castellated.  I  445. 

Castel-yate,  castle-gatc,  HF.  1294. 

Catapuce,  s.  caper-spurge  {^Euphorbia 
Lathyris) ,  B  4155. 

Catel,  s.  property,  wealth,  possessions, 
goods,  A  373,  540. 

Cause,  s.  cause,  i.  26;  A  419;  reason,  T, 
v.  527;  plea,  2.  46;  Cause  causinge, 
first  cause,  T.  iv.  829;  by  the  c.  that, 
because,  A  2488;  by  that  c,  because, 
T.  iv.  99;  Cause  why,  the  reason  why, 
T.  iii.  795;  the  reason  for  it  (was),  A 
4144. 

Causeles,  adv.  without  cause,  F  825. 

Cave,  s.  cave,  HF.  70;  used  to  translate 
the  astrological  term  '  puteus,'  4.  119. 

Cavillacloun,  s.  cavilling.  D  2136. 

Celebrable,  adj.  celebrated,  B  4.  m  7.  30. 

Celerer,  s.  keeper  of  a  cellar,  B  3126. 

Celle.  s.  cell,  A  172,  1376. 

Centaure,  s.  centaury.  Centaur ea  nigra^ 


Centre,  s.  a  point  on  a  rete  representing 
a  star,  A.  i.  21.  12. 

Ceptre,  j.  sceptre,  B  3334,  3563. 

Cercle,  5.  HF.  791 ;  sphere,  16.  9. 

Cerclen,^rr.  to  encircle,  T.  iii.  1767 ;  pr.  s. 
R.  1619. 

Cered,  pp.  as  adj.  waxed,  G  808. 

Cerial,  adj.  belonging  to  a  species  of 
oak,  the  Quercus  cerris,  A  2290. 

CeriovLSly,  adv.  minutely,  with  full 
details,  B  185.  Ducange  has  '  Seriose, 
fuse,  minutatim,  articulatim.'  From 
I^t.  series,  order. 

Certein,  adj.  sure;  Certeins,  pi.  certain, 
B  5.  p  5.  115;  c.gold,  a  stated  sum  of 
money,  B  242;  c.  tresor,  a  quantity  of 
treasure,  B  442;  c.  yeres,  a  certain 
number  of  years,  B  3367;  Certeyn,  a 
certain  sum,  a  fixed  quantity,  G  776. 

Certein,  adv.  certainly,  indeed,  assuredly, 

A37S- 
Certes,  adv.  certainly,  R.  374,  439. 

Cenice,  s.  white  lead,  A  630. 

Cese,  V.  cause  to  cease,  T.  i.  445 ;  put  an 
end  to,  4.  II.    See  Cesse. 

Cesse,  V.  cease,  B  1066;  c.  cause,  when 
the  cause  ceases,  T.  ii.  483 ;  c.  wind,  when 
the  wind  ceases,  T.  ii.  1388. 

Cetewale,  s.  setwall,  i.  e.  zedoary,  A  3207, 
B  195 1.  O.  F.  citoal.  A  medicinal  sub- 
stance obtained  in  the  East  Indies, 
having  a  fragrant  smell,  and  a  warm, 
bitter,  aromatic  taste,  used  in  medicine 
as  a  stimulant.  (The  name  j^/z<;a// was 
also  given  to  valerian.) 

Ceynt,  s.  cincture,  girdle,  A  3235. 

Chaffare,  s.  bargaining,  I  851;  traffic, 
G  1421 ;  trade,  A  4389 ;  merchandise, 
ware,  B  1475,  D  521;  matter,  subject, 
E2438. 

Chaffare,  ger.  to  trade,  barter,  deal, 
traffic,  B  139. 

Chaires,  s.  pi.  thrones,  B  4.  m  a.  6. 

Chal&ngre,  v.;  pr.s.  \p.  claim,  F  1324; 
Chalaunged,  pt.  s.  arrogated,  B  a.  p  6.  36. 

Chalangrinfirf  J>  f^lse  claim,  accusation, 
C  264. 

Chalaundre,  s.  a  species  of  lark  (Atauda 
calandrd) ,  R.  914 ;  pi.  R.  663. 

Chalice,  s.  cup.  I  879. 

Chalk-stoon,  s.  a  piece  of  chalk,  G  1^07. 

Chalons,  pi.  blankets  or  coverlets  for  a 
bed.  A  4140.    Cf.  E.  shalloon. 

Chamberere,  J.  maidservant,  lady's  maid, 
D  300. 

Chambre-roof,  roof  of  my  room,  3.  299. 

Chani];>artye,  s.  equality,  participation 
in  power,  A  1949.    F.  champ  parti. 
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Chanon,  s.  canon,  G  5^3. 

Chapelelne,  s,  chaplain,  A  164. 

Chapelet,  s.  fillet,  circlet  for  the  head, 
chaplet,  R.  563,  845.  908. 

Chapitre,  s.  chapter,  D  1945. 

Chapman,  s.  trader,  merchant,  A  397; 
Chapmen,//.  B  135. 

Chapmanhede,  s,  bargaining,  B  1428; 
trade,  B  143. 

Char.  s.  chariot,  7.  24,  39,  40. 

Charbocle,  s,  carbuncle  (a  precious 
stone),  B  ao6i. 

Chcu'gre,  s.  load,  burden,  R.  1353;  respon- 
sibility, 5.  507;  consideration,  A  1284; 
importance,  3.  894;  care,  A  733;  par- 
ticular note,  D  ^21;  a  heavy  thing, 
HF.  746;  weight,  L.  620;  consequence, 
L.  2383;  c/  that  no  ch.,  for  that  no 
matter,  it  is  of  no  importance,  G749. 

Chargre,  v,  load,  L.  2151 ;  command,  L. 
493:  PP-  burdened,  I  92;  bidden,  L. 
940. 

Chargreant,  adj.  burdensome,  B  2433. 

Char-hors,  pi,  chariot-horses,  T.  v.  1018. 

Charit&ble,  adj.  loving,  L.  444 ;  kind,  A 

143. 
Charitee,  s.  charity,  love,  T.  i.  49;  for 

seinte  ch.,  i.  e.  either  (i)  for  holy  charity ; 

or   (2)   for  the  sake  of  St.  Charity,  A 

1721,  B4510,  D  2119. 
Charmeresses,  fern.  pi.   workers  with 

charms,  HF.  1261. 
Chaste,   v.   to    chasten;   pp.  taught,  F 

491.    O.  F.  chastier.    See  Chastyse. 
Chasteyn,    s.    chestnut,    A   2922.     See 

Chesteynes. 
Chtotisin^e,  s.  chastening,  i.  129. 
Chastyse,  v.  to  rebuke,  restrain,  B  3695 ; 

chasten,  i.  39.    Sec  Chaste. 
Chaxince,  s.  chance,  A   1752;   incident, 

3.  1285;  destiny,  3.  1113;  Tuck,  G  593; 

'  chance,'  a  technical  term  in  the  game 

of  hazard,  C  653. 
ChauDgringr.  s.  change,  21.  17. 
Chaunteth,  pr.  s.  sings,  A  3367,  E  1850. 
Chaunte-pleure,  title  of  a  song  upon 

grief  following  joy,  7.  320. 
Chaunterie,  s.  an  endowment  for  the 

payment  of  a  priest  to  sing  mass,  agree- 
ably to  the  appointment  of  the  founder, 

A  510. 
Chayer,  s.  chair,  B  3803;  throne,  B  i. 

m  5.  3. 
Cheef,  adj.  chief,  3.  910,  911. 
Cheef,  s.  chief,  head,  L.  2109. 
Cheek,  s.  cheek,  i.  e.  cheekbone,  B  3228. 
Cheep,  s.  market,  price ;  to  greet  cheeps 

too    cheap,   D    523;    as  good  chep,  as 


cheaply,  T.  iii.  641 ;  a  time  of  cheapness. 
HF.  X974. 

Chees :  see  Chese. 

Cheeste,  s.  ^^Tangling,  I  5^6.    A.  S.  ceast. 

Chek,  s.  as  int.  check  (at  cness),  3.  659. 

Chekkere,  s.  chess-board,  3.  660. 

Chekmat,  checkmate,  T.  ii^54. 

Chelaundre,  R.  81;  see  Chalatindre. 

Chep,  -e ;  see  Cheep. 

Chepe,^^r.  to  bargain  (with  her),  D  268. 

Chere,  s.  face,  countenance,  T.  i.  14 ;  look, 
mien,  R.  1014;  entertainment,  A  747; 
favour,  7.  108;  appearance,  19.  4;  be- 
haviour, A  139;  look,  glance,  sign,  T. 
i.  312;  good  cheer,  mirth,  A  4363; 
kindly  greeting,  4.  146;  show,  B  2377; 
kindly  expression,  E  1112;  doth  him 
chere,  malces  him  good  cheer,  I^  2452 ; 
be  of  good  ch.,  be  of  good  cheer,  T.  i. 
879;  sory  ch.,  mournful  look,  D  588; 
Cheres,  //.  faces,  R.  813;   looks,  T.  ii. 

1507- 
Cherl,  s.  churl,  boor,  fellow,  ^.  596;    L. 

136;  slave,  I  463;  man  (in  the  moon), 

T.  i.  1024;  pi.  violent  men,  fierce  men, 

R.  880. 
Chertde,  s.  affection,  B  1526. 
Chenibinnes,  gen.  cherub's,  A  624. 
Cheryse,  pi.  cherries,  R.  1376. 
Ches,  5.  chess,  3.  6x9,  652,  664. 
Ch6se,  V.  choose,  5.  399,  400;  Cheest, /r. 

J.  chooseth,  5.  623 ;  Chees,  i  //.  s.  chose, 

3. 791 ;  Chees,//.  s. chose,  B  3706 ;  Chees, 

imp.  s.  choose,  L.  1449;  Cheseth,  imp. 

pi.  D  1232;  Chose.//,  chosen,  3.  1004. 
Cnesinfire,  s.  choosing,  choice,  B  2305,  E 

162. 
Cheste,  s.  chest,  casket,  T.  v.  1368 ;  box, 

trunk,  L.  510;  coffin,  D  502. 
Chesteynes,  //.  chestnuts,  R.  1375. 
Chevauchee ;  see  Chivachee. 
Cheve,  v.;  in  phr.  yvel  mote  he  cheve 

=  ill  may  he  end,  or  ill  may  he  thrive, 

G  1225. 
Chevesaile,  s.   (ornamented)  collar  or 

neckband  of  a  gown,  R.  1082. 
Chevisaiince,    s.  borrowing,   L.   24^; 

agreement  to  borrow,  B   1519;  dealing 

for  profit,  A  282. 
Chevise,  v.  refi.  accomplish  (her)  desire, 

4  289.     O.  F.  chevir. 
Chideresse,  s.  a  scold,  R.  150. 
Chieftasm,  s.  captain,  A  2555. 
Chiertee,  s.  fondness,  D  396;   love,  F 

881. 
Chike,  s.  chicken,  R.  541. 
Chiknes,  //.  chickens,  A  380. 
Child,  s.  young  man,  A  3325;    Childes 
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pley,  child's  play,  E  1530;  Childe,  with, 

with  child,  L.  1323. 
Childhede,  s.  childhood,  R.  399. 
Childly,  ad/,  childlike,  3. 1095. 
Chilindre,  s,  cylinder,  portable  sun-dial, 

B  1396. 
Chimbe,  s.  rim  of  the  barrel,  A  3895. 
Chixnbe,  v.  chime  (as  a  bell),  A  3896. 
Chixnenee,  s.  fireplace,  A  3776. 
Chlnche,  s.  niggard,  miser,  B  2793,  3809. 
Chincherye,    s.    niggardliness,   miserli- 
ness, B  2790. 
Chirche,  s.  church,  A  708,  2760. 
Chirche-hawe,   s.   churchyard,  I  964; 

/>/.  I  801. 
Cnirche-reves,      pi.      church-officers, 

churchwardens,  D  1306. 
Chlrketh, /r.  J.  chirps,  D  1804; /r«.//. 

rustling.  B  i.  m  6.  10. 
Chirkingr,    s.    creaking,  grating   noises, 

A  2004,  I  605;  Chirkinges,//.  shriekings, 

cries,  HF.  1943. 
Chisels,  s.  scissors,  I  418. 
Chit,  chides ;  pr.  s.  of  Chyde. 
Chiteren,  v.  chatter,  prattle,  G  1397. 
Chiteringe,  s.  chattering,   chirping,  T. 

ii.  68. 
Chiv^hee,  s.  feat  of  horsemanship,  H 

50;  Chevauchee,  swift  course  (lit  ride), 

4.  144.    O.  F.  chevauchee^  an  expedition 

on  horseback. 
Chlvachye,  s.  a  military  eicpedition,  A 

Chivalrye,  s.  knighthood,  the  accom- 
plishments of  a  knight,  A  45 ;  knightly 
conduct,  valour,  R.  1207 ;  L.  608 ;  troops 
of  horse,  cavalry,  company  of  knights, 
A  878. 

Chogrh,  J.  chough,  5.  345. 

Choppen,  v.  strike  downwards,  knock, 
HF.  1824. 

Chose,  //.  of  Chese. 

Chuk,   J.    cluck,    'chucking'    noise,    B 

43^4. 
Chukketh,  pr.  s.  clucks,  B  4372. 

Chyde,  v.  chide,  T.  iii.  1433;  complain, 

F  650;  reproach,  T.  v.  1093;  Chit,  ^.  s. 

chicles,  scolds,  G  921 ;  Chidde,  i  //.  s, 

chid.  D  223. 
Chydester,  s.  (female)  scold.  E  1535. 
Chydlngres,  pi.  scoldings,  HF.  1028. 
ChynineTt    adj.    gaping,    yawning,    B  z. 

p  6.  41.    A.  S.  cifian,  to  gape  open. 
Ciclatoun,  s.  a  costly  kind  of  thin  cloth, 

B  1924. 
Cinamoxne,  s.  cinnamon,  as  a  term  of 

endearment,  sweet  one,  A  3699. 
Cink,  num.  cinque,  five,  C  653. 


Cipres,  s.  cypress,  5.  179;  (collectively), 

cypresses,  R.  1381. 
Circumscryve,  v.  enclose,  comprehend, 

T.  V.  186?. 
Citole,  s.  kind  of  harp,  a  stringed  instru- 
ment, A  1959. 
Cltrlnacioun,  s,  citronising,  the  turning 

to  the    colour  of  citron,  a  process  in 

alchemy,  G  816. 
Citryn,  adj.  citron-coloured,  A  2167. 
Clamb,  pi.  s.  of  Climben. 
Clamour,  s.  A  995 ;  outcry,  D  889. 
Claperes,  pi.  burrows  (for  rabbits),  R. 

1405. 
Clappe,  s.  thunderclap,  HF.  1040. 
Clappe,  s.  prating,  foolish  talk,  A  3144. 
Clappe,  V.  clap;  hence,  chatter,  prattle, 

G  965;  pr.  s.  knocks,  D  158 1,  1584;  pr. 

pi.  talk  unceasingly,  I  406;    Clappeth, 

imp.   pi.    E  laoo;    Clapte,  //.   s.  shut 

quickly,  A  3740. 
Clapping,  s.  chatter,  idle  talk,  E  999. 
Clarioningr,  s.  the  music  of  the  clarion, 

HF.  1242. 
Clarioun,  s.  clarion,  trumpet,  HF.  1240, 

1573.  1579- 
Clfkzree,  s.  clarified  wine,   wine    mixed 

with  honey  and  spices,  and  afterwards 

strained  till  clear,  A  1471,  E  1807. 
Claaped,  pp.  fastened.  A  273. 
Clateretn,  pr.  s.  says  noisily,  B  2259; 

pi.  pi.  rattled,  A  2423. 
Ciatering'e,  s.  clanking,  A  2492 ;  clashing, 

D  1865. 
Clause,    s.    sentence;    also,    agreement, 

stipulation.  T.  ii.  728 ;  in  a  clause,  in  a 

short  sentence,  briefly,  22.  38. 
Clawe,  V.  rub,  D  940;  ^er.  to  scratch,  T. 

iv.  728;  fl.  s.  stroked,  A  4326;   Clew, 

1  pf.  s.  rubbed,  HF.  1702. 
Cleerly,  adv.  entirely.  B  1566. 
Cleemesse,  s.  glory,  G  403. 
Clefte,//.  s.  of  Cleve  (i). 
Cl^ne,  adj.  clean,  A  504;   unmixed.  B 

1 183. 
Cl^ne.  adv.  clean,  entirely,  wholly,  R.  1380. 
Clennesse,  s.  purity,  A  506. 
Clense,  v.  cleanse.  A  631. 
Clepen,  v.  call,  name,  A  643.  2730 ;  call 

out,  A  3577 ;  j>r.  j.  D  102 ;  F  382 ;  men 

cl.,  people  call,  E  iiv.  Clepe  .  .  .  ayein 

{or  again),  v.  recall,  T.  li.  521;  pt.  s. 

called,    F    374;    Clepte,  //.    s.   called, 

R.  1331;  summoned,  B  2432;  Clept,  pp. 

named.  G  863. 
Clere,  adj.  clear.  R.  681;  bright,  3.  340; 

well-sounding,  3.  347 ;  noble,  pure,  HF. 

1575. 


22 


0lo05»tial  Intiex. 


Glere,  adv.  clearly,  A  170 ;  L.  139. 
Clere,  v.  grow  clear,  T.  ii.  9,  806 ;  gtr,  to 
grow  bright,  T.  v.  519 ;  to  shine  clearly, 

L.773- 
Clerer,  adj.  comp.  brighter,  3.  823. 

Clergreon,  s.  a  chorister-boy,  B  1693. 

Clergrial,  adj.  clerkly,  learned,  G  753. 

Clergrye,  s.  learning,  D  1277. 

Clerk,  s.  clerk,  scholar,  student,  A  285; 

writer,  D  689. 
Clemesse,  s.  brightness.  L.  84. 
Cleve  (i),  V.  cleave,  cut,  split,  R.  859;  L. 

758 ;  Clcfte,  //.  J.  split,  3.  72 ;    Cloven, 

pp.  A  2934;    Clove,  //.  cleft,  dimpled, 

R.  550. 
Cleve  ( 2) ,  v.  adhere ;  pr,  pL  B  3.  p  11. 112. 
Clew,  s.  clew,  L.  2140. 
Clew,//,  s.  of  Clawc. 
Cley,  s.  clay.'  G  807. 
Clifte,  5.  cleft,   L.  740;  chink,  B  4.  p  4. 

296. 
Cliket,  s.  latch-key,  E  2046,  2117,  2121, 

2123. 
ClimbeD,  v.  climb,  F  106 ;  Clamb,  pt.  s. 

H   1987;  Clomb,  I  //.  s.  climbed,  HF. 

1 118 ;  Clomben,  pt.  pi.  climbctl,  A  3636 ; 

Chimben,  pt,    pi.  climbed,   HF.    2151; 

Cloumhen,  B  2590;  Clomben,  pp.  T.  i. 

215;    ascended,   B    4388;    Clombe,  pp. 

risen.  B  12 ;  were  clombe,  hadst  climbed, 

^^  3592. 
Cllnklngr,  s.  tinkling,  B  3984. 
Clippe  (i),  I  pr.  s.  embrace,  T.  iii.  1344. 
Clippe  (2),  V.  cut  hair,  A  3326. 
Clippini?,  s.  embracing,  R.  342. 
Clobbed.  adj.  clubbed,  H  3088. 
Cloisterer,  s.  resident  in  a  cloister,  A 

259.  3*^1  • 
Cloisterlees,  adj.  outside  of  a  cloister,  A 

17^- 
Cloke.  5.  cloak,  T.  iii.  738. 

Clokke,  s.  clock,  B  4044;  of  the  cl.,  by 
the  clock,  B  14. 

Clom,  interj.  be  silent,  mum  !  A  3638. 

Clombe,  -n ;  see  Climben. 

C166s.  adj.  close,  secret.  T.  ii.  1534 ;  closed, 
B  4322;  Clos,  closed,  R.  1675. 

C166th,  s.  piece  of  clothing,  D  1633; 
infants'  clothing,  T.  iii.  733. 

Clos,  s.  enclosure,  B  4550. 

Closet,  5.  small  room,  T.  ii.  599, 1215. 

Closing:,  5.  enclosure,  boundary,  R.  527. 

Closure,  j.  enclosure,  I  870. 

Clote-leef,  s.  a  le.if  of  the  burdock  or 
cIote-l)ur,  G  577.  A.  S.  elate,  a  bur- 
dock. 

Cl6th,  J.  cloth,  garment,  D  238 ;  clothes, 
D  1881. 


Clothen,  v.  clothe,  T.  v.  1418 ;  Cladde. 
//.  s.  clad,  T.  iv.  1690 ;  rejl,  clothed  him- 
self, 7.  145 ;  Cledde,  //.  s.  T.  iii.  1521 ; 
Clad,  //.  R.  409;  covered,  A  294;  fur- 
nished, 3.  352. 

Clothered,  pp.  clotted,  coagulated,  A 
2745.     (Other  MSS.  clotered,  clotred.) 

Clotnlees,  adj.  naked,  1  343. 
,'  Cloud,  s.  sky,  T.  iii.  433. 
i  Cloumben  ■  see  Climben. 

Clout,  s.  bit  of  cloth,  C  736;    patch,  R. 
;       458 ;  //.  fragments,  E  1953 ;  rags,  C  340. 

Clouted,  //.  patched  up,  R.  223. 

Cloven,//,  i/ Cleve  (1). 

Clowes,  f>l.  claws,  HF.  1785. 

Clow-greiofre,  //.  clove,  the  spice  so 
called,  R.  1368;  Clowe-gilofre,  B  1952. 
Fr.  clou  de  girojle. 

Clustred,  //.  covered  with  clouds,  B  i. 
m  3.  6.     (\1;aX.  glomerantur.) 

Clymat,  s.  a  belt  or  zone  of  the  earth 
included  between  two  given  lines  of 
latitude,  A.  ii.  39.  28;  //.  zones  of  lati- 
tude. -A.  i.  3.  4;  Clymaies,  sets  of  alini- 
canteras  calculated  for  various  terrestrial 
latitudes,  A.  i.  14.  4. 

Cly  ven,  pr.  pi.  cleave,  keep,  B  3.  p  11.  1 1^. 

Cly ves.  //.  cliffs,  L.  1470. 

Coagrulat,  //.  clotted.  G  811. 

Cod,  s.  bajj ;  used  of  the  receptacle  of  the 
stt)niach.  C  534. 

Coempcioun.  s.  an  imposition  so  called, 
lit.  joint  purchase,  the  buying  up  of  the 
whole  of  any  commodity  in  the  market, 
B  I.  p  4.  90. 

Cofre,  5.  coffer,  chest,  L.  380;  moncv-box, 
F  1571 ;  coffin,  5.  177. 

Cog'gre.  s.  cock-boat,  L.  1481. 

Cogrhe,  j^er.  to  coupjh,  T.  ii.  254. 

CoiUons,  //.  testicles,  C  952. 

Cok.  y.  cock,  5.  350;  thridde  c,  third  cock, 

A  4233- 
Cok  I  cok  I  the  noise  made  by  a  cock,  B 

4467. 
Cokenay,  s.  cockney,  effeminate  creature, 

A  4208. 
Coke  wold,  s.  cuckold,  A  3152. 
Cokkel,  s.  cockle,  i.  e.  the  corn-cockle, 

.'{i^rostemma  gitkaxo,  B  11 83. 
Cokkes,  corruption  t?/^Goddes,  H  9,  I  20. 
Cokkow,  J.  cuckoo.  HF.  243. 
C61,  r.  coal,  T.  ii.  1332;  Cole,  A  2692. 
Col-blak,  adj.  coal-black,  A  2x42. 
Cold,  adj.  cold,  A  420;  chilling  (often  in 

nhr.  cares  colde),T.  iii.  1260;  disastrous, 

B4446. 
Colde,  V.  grow  cold,  B  879,  F  1023. 
Coler,  J.  collar,  T.  v.  811;   Colers.  >/. 
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collars,  A  2152  (or  read  coUrd,  provided 

with  collars). 
CoUra  (Lat.),  choler,  B  41 18. 
Colore,  s.  choler,  B  4136. 
Coleiik,  adj.  choleric,  A  587,  B  4145. 
Col-fox,  s.  coal-fox,  fox  with  black  marks, 

B  4405. 
Collacioun,  s.  conference,  E  325. 
Collateral,  adj,  adventitious,  subordinate, 

r.  i.  262. 
Collect,  //.  collected  in  groups,  F  1275. 
Col6ur,  s.  colour,  7.   173;    complexion, 

hue,  R.  213;  outward  appearance,  2.  66; 

pretence,  10.  21 ;  excuse,  D  399 ;  //.  fine 

phrases,  HF.  859;    hues,  pretences   (a 

pun),  F  511. 
Colpons,  pi.    shreds,    bundles,  A  679; 

bilU-'ts,  A  2867. 
Coltish,  adj.  like  a  colt.  E  1847. 
Columbyn,  adj.  dove-like,  E  2141. 
Colver.  J.  dove,  L.  2319.    A.  S.  culfre. 
Combred.  pp.  encumbered,  B  3.  m  10. 9. 
Combre-world,  s.  one  who  encumbers 

th<*  world,  who  lives  too  long,  T.  iv.  279. 
Combust,  //.  burnt,  G  811;   quenched 

(as  being  too  near  the  sun),  T.  iii.  717. 
Come,  V.  come ;  come  thereby,  come  by  it, 

acquire  it,  G  1395 ;  Come,  ger.  to  come, 

future,  3.  708 ;  Comcstow,  comest  thou, 

L.   1887;    Cometh,   pr.  s.   as  fut.  shall 

come.  4.   11;    Comth,  pr.  s.  comes,   B 

407  ;  Cam,  pt.  s.  came,  F  81 ;  Com,  p/.  s. 

3.  134;  Cdmcn,p/.  pi.  L.  1241 ;  C6men, 

//.  come,  4.  81 ;  ben  cofften,  are  come,  B 

1130;  Com  of.  i.  e.  seize  the  opportunity, 

be  quick,  T.  ii.  1738;  D  1602;  Cometh, 

inip.  pi.  A  839. 
Cdme,  s.  coming,  G  343.    A.  S.  cyme. 
Com6dle.  s.  comedy,  pleasant  tale,  one 

th.it  ends  happily,  T.  v.  1788. 
Comeveden.  2  pr.  pi.  as  2  pr.  s.,  didst 

instiij.itc,  T.  iii.  17.    See  Commeveth. 
Comlily,  adv.  in  a  comely  way,  3.  848.         | 
Commeveth,  pr.  s.  moves,  induces,  T.  v. 

1783:  Com\i\c\'c,  pr.  s.  sifd/.  move,  T.  v. 

138').  See  Commoeve,  uomeveden. 
Coimmoeve,  ger.  to  move,  influence.  B  4. 

p  4.  275. 
Commoevinge,    s.  moving,  disturbing, 

Li  I.  m  4.  6. 
Commune,  adj.  general,  common,  B  155; 

/>/  c,  commonly,  A  1261. 
Commune,  s.  the  commons,  E  70;  pi. 

commoners,  A  2509. 
Compaigrnable,  adj.  companionable,  B 

1 194. 
Companye,  j.  company,    A  24;    com- 
panionship, 4.  219. 


Coznparisoned,  pp.  compared,  B  2.  p  7. 

118. 
Compas,  s.  circuit,  4. 137 ;  circlet,  wreath, 

R.  900;    circle,  A   1889;    a  very  lai^ge 

circle,  HF.  798;    circumference,  20.  5; 

enclosure,  orb,  world,  as  in  Iryne  compas, 

the    threefold    world   (earth,    sea,   and 

heaven),  G  45 ;  pair  of  compasses,  A.  ii. 

40.   13;   craft,  contriving,   HF.  462;  //. 

circles  {or,  perhaps,  pairs  of  compasses ) , 

HF.  1302. 
Compasment,  s.  plotting,  contrivance, 

L.  1416. 
Compasse,  v.  contrive,  R.  194;  planned, 

L.   1414:    Compassed,  pp.   drawn  with 

compasses,  fashioned    circularly,    A.   i. 

18.  I ;  planned,  L.  1543. 
Compassiner,  s.  dimension,  R.  1350;  con- 
trivance, A  1996. 
Compeer,  s.  gossip,  close  friend,  A  670 ; 

comrade,  A  4419. 
Compilatour,  s.  compiler,  A.  pr.  70. 
C6mpleynt,  s.  a  '  complaint '  or  ballad.  2. 

43:  3.464. 
Complexioun,  s.    complexion,  A  333; 

temperament,  I  585 ;  the  (four)  tempera- 

mtfuts.  HF.  21. 
Compline,  s.  evening  service,  A  4171. 
Compllsshen,  v.  accomplish,  B  4.  p  4.  24. 
Comport e,  v.  bear,  endure,  T.  v.  1397. 
Composicioun,    s.    agreement,  A   848, 

2651. 
Compotent,  adj.  all-powerful,  B  5.  p  6. 

53. 
Compouned,  pp.  composed,  HF.  1029; 

tempered,  L.  2585;  mingled,  HF.  2108; 

constructed,  drawn,  A.  pr.  11. 

Comprehende,  v.  take  (it)  in,  T.  iv.  891 ; 
take  in  (in  the  mind),  F  223;  pr.  s.  com- 
prises, 1  1043. 

Comprende,  v.  comprehend,  contain,  T. 
iii.  1687. 

Comunalitee,  s.  empire,  B  4.  p  6. 402. 

Comune,  adj.  general,  common  to  all,  T. 
iii.  1415;  accustomed  to,  3.  812;  Comun 
I)rotit,  the  good  of  the  country,  5.  47,  75. 

Comune,  s.  a  common  share  in  a  thing, 
E  1313. 

Comyn,  s.  cummin,  B  2045.  'A  dwarf 
umbelliferous  plant,  somewhat  resem- 
bling fennel,  cultivated  for  its  seeds."  — 
Webster. 

Con,  imp.  s.  grant ;  Con  me  thank,  grant 
me  thanks,  thank  me,  A.  pr.  62. 

Conceite,  s.  conception,  thought,  L.  1764 ; 
idea.  G  1214 ;  notion,  T.  i.  996. 

Conclude,  v.  draw  a  conclusion,  B  14; 
include,  put  together,  G  429;  attain  to 


24 


<9Io00arial  hxttx. 


success,  G  773;  ^£r.  to  summarize,  A 
1358 ;  Concluded,  pp.  come  to  a  con- 
clusion, E  1607. 
Conclusioun,  s.  decision,  judgement,  A 
1845 ;  result,  successful  end  of  an  experi- 
ment, G  672;  purpose,  D  11^ ;  moral,  L. 
2723;  reason,  F  492;  performance,  F 
1263 ;  result,  summary,  A  1743 ;  end  (of 
life),  HF.  103;  fate,  22.  23;  as  in  c, 
after  all,  4.  257;  15.  4;  Conclusiouns, 
p/.  mathematical  propositions,  theorems, 

^  3^93' 
Condys,  p/.  conduits,  R.  1414. 

Confedred,  pp.  rendered    confederates, 

conjoined,  2.  42,  52. 
Conferme,  v.  confirm,  T.  ii.  1526. 
Conflrme,  ^er.  B  4.  p  7.  00  (but  an  error 

for  conforme  :  Lat. '  conformandae '). 
Confiteor, '  I  confess,'  I  386. 
Confiture,  s.  composition,  C  862.    Fr. 

confiture,  a  mixture,  preserve. 
ConiTorten,  v.  comfort,  E  1918 ;  pr.  s.  en- 
courages, A  7rj\^\ pr.pl.  strengthen,  I  652. 
Confounde,  v.  destroy,  i.  40 ;  12.  10 ;  pp. 

put  to  confusion,  i.  5;  overwhelmed,  B 

100;  destroyed  in  soul,  G  137. 
C6nf us,  pp.  as  adj.  confused,  T.  iv.  356 ; 

convicted  of  folly,  G  463 ;  confounded, 

A  2230. 
Conereyen,  v.  give  us  our  congee,  tell  us 

to  depart,  T.  v.  479. 
Conjectest,  2  pr.  s.  supposest,  T.  iv.  1026. 
ConjectingreB,  pi.  conjectures,  B  2598. 
Conjoininere,  s.  conjunction,  G  95. 
Conjuracioun,  s.  conjuring,  I  603. 
Conne,  v.  be  able,  L.  2044  j  know,  T.  iii. 

83;   have  experience,  T.  i.  647;   know 

how,  T.  iii.  377;    con,  learn,  B  1730; 

Conne,  z  pr.  s.  can,  T.  ii.  49;  ipr.s.subj. 

canst,  knowest  how,  T.  ii.  1497;  pr.  s. 

subj.  may,  A  4396 ;  i  pr.pl.  can,  are  able, 

B483;  know,  HF.  335;  Conne,  2 /r. //. 

can,  A  4123 ;  can  (do),  T.  i.  776 ;  owe  (me 

thanks),  T.   ii.   1466;    Connen,  pr.  pi. 

know    how   to,   E    2438;    al  conne  ne^ 

whether  he  may  know,  G  846. 
Conniner,  <r.  skill,  knowledge,  L.  68,  413 ; 

T.  i.  83;  experience,  B  1671 ;  learning,  B 

2929. 
Conningr,  adj.  skilful,  B  3690. 
Conningrest,  most  skilful.  T.  i.  331. 
Conninerly,  adv.  skilfully,  E  X017. 
Consecrat,  consecrated,  B  3207. 
Conseil,  s.  council,  B  204;  counsel,  B 

425;  secret  counsel,  A   1141;  secret,  A 

3504;     advice,    B   221  x;  counsellor,  A 

1 147. 
Coneelle,  v.  counsel ;  //.//.  B  3554. 


Consentant,  adj.  consentient,  consenting 
(to).  C  276. 

Consentrik,  adj.  h.iving  the  same  centre, 
A.  i.  17.  5 ;  tending  to  the  same  centre, 
A.  i.  i6.  9 ;  at  the  same  altitude,  A.  ii.  3. 

Consequent,  s.  sequel,  result,  B  2577. 

Conservatlf ,  adj.  preserving ;  c.  the  seun^ 
preserving  the  sound,  HF.  847. 

Conserve,  v.  keep,  preserve,  T.  iv.  1664. 

Con8ist6rie,  j.  council,  T.  iv.  65;  court 
of  justice,  C  162. 

Conspiracy e,  s.  plot,  B  3889,  C  149. 

Constable,  s.  governor,  B  512. 

Const&blesse,  s.  constable's  wife,  B  539. 

Constaunce,  s.  constancy,  I  737. 

Constellacioun,  s.  influence  of  the  stars, 
F  781. 

Constreyneth,  pr.  s.  constrains,  E  800 ; 
//.  s.  L.  105 ;  pt.  s.  refi.  contracted  her- 
self, B  I.  p  I.  15 ;  pp.  constrained,  com- 
pelled. E  527.  F  764,  769. 

Constreynte,  s.  distress.  T.  iv.  741. 

Constrtie,  v.  divine,  make  out,  T.  iii.  33 ; 
ger.  to  translate,  B  1718 ;  imp.  pi.  inter- 
pret, L.  152. 

Consulers,  s.  pi.  consuls,  B  2.  p  6. 13. 

Consumpte,  //.  pi.  consumed,  B  a.  m  7. 

27- 
Contagious,  adj.  contiguous,  B  3.  p  la.  5. 
Contek,  s.  strife,  contest,  T.  v.  1479;  A 

2003. 
Contemplaunce,  s.  contemplation,    D 

1893. 
Conte nance,  s.  appearance,  F 1485 ;  show, 

B  2378 ;  gesture,  B  2227 ;  demeanour,  E 

924;  self-possession,   E  mo;  pretence. 

I  858 ;  fond  his  c,  i.  e.  disposed  himself, 

T.  iii.  979 ;  pi.  modes  of  behaviour,  R. 

lOOI. 

Contene,  v.  contain,  T.  iii.  503 ;  pt.  s.  held 

together,  B  3.  p  12.  40. 
Continued,  //.  accompanied,  eked  out, 

I  1046. 
Contract,  pp.  contracted,  incurred,  I334. 
Contralre,  adj.  contrary,  R.  348;  T.  i, 

212. 
Contralre,  s.  the   contrary,  HF.  1540; 

adversary,  2.  64. 
Contr&rle,  adj.  contrary,  B  3964;   in  c, 

in  contradiction,  G  1477. 
C6ntrarie,  s.  contrary,  A  3057 ;  contrary 

thing,    HF.    808;    opponent,   A    1859; 

opposition,  T.  i.  418. 
Contr^Lrien,  v.  oppose,  F  705 ;  pt.  s.  gain- 
said, D  1044. 
Contrarioua,  adj.  contrary,  adverse,  B 

3349;  //.  B.  331 1. 
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Contrarioustee,  s.  contrary  state,  1 1077. 

Contree,  country,  R.  768;  fatherland, 
home,  B  2.  p  4.  120. 

Contree-folk,  people  of  his  country,  L. 
2161. 

Contree-houses,  //.  houses  of  his  coun- 
try, homos,  7.  25.     Lat.  donios  patrias, 

Contree-ward,  to  his,  towards  his 
country,  L.  2176. 

Contubemial,  adj,  familiar,  at  home 
with  (lit.  sharing  the  same  tent  with), 
I  760. 

Coutumax,  adj.  contumacious,  I  402. 

Convenient,  adj.  fitting,  suitable,  I  421 ; 
pi.  suitable,  F  1278. 

Con  vers ;  in  convers,  on  the  reverse  side, 
T.  V.  1810. 

ConversaciouB,  s.  conversation,  i.  e. 
manner  of  life,  B  2501. 

Converte,  v.  change,  T.  i.  308;  swerve, 
C  212;  ger.  to  change  his  ways,  T.  iv. 
1412 ;  to  change  her  mind.  T.  ii.  903. 

Convertible,  adj.  equivalent,  A  4395. 

Conveyen,  v.  introduce,  E  55 ;  ^.  s.  ac- 
companies, L.  2305;  //.  //.  conducted 
on  their  way,  A  2737. 

Convict,  pp.  overcome,  i.  86. 

Cony,  s.  rabbit;  Conies,  //.  R.  1404; 
Conyes,  pi.  5.  193. 

Cook',  s.  cook,  A  351 ;  Cokes,//.  C  538. 

Coomen, //.//.  came,  B  1805. 

Cop,  s.  top,  A  554 ;  summit,  B  2.  m  4.  6 ; 
hill-top.  HF.  1 166. 

Cope.  s.  cope,  A  260 ;  cape,  R.  408 ;  cloak, 
T.  iii.  724 ;  vault,  L.  1527. 

Coper,  s.  copper,  HF.  1487. 

Copie,  s.  copy,  T.  ii.  1697. 

Coppe,  J.  cup,  A  134,  F  942. 

Cord^gre,  Cdragre,  s.  heart,  spirit,  mind, 
disposition,  mood,  inclination.  R.  257, 
423.  849,  1302,  16x4 ;  A  22 ;  courage,  B 
1970;  will,  desire,  B  2713;  impetuosity, 
I  655;  attention.  H  164;  spite,  R.  151; 
encouragement,  R.  22;  of  his  c,  in  nis 
disposition,  F  22 ;  Corages,  //.  disposi- 
tions, natures,  A  11. 

Corbets,  //.  corbels,  HF.  1304. 

Cordeth.  pr.  s.  agrees,  T.  ii.  1043. 

Cordewane,  s.  Cordovan  leather,  B  1922. 

Corfew-tyme,  s.  curfew-time,  about  8 
p.m.,  A  3645. 

Corlgre,  V.  correct ;  pr.  j.  B  4.  p  7.  39. 

Corzneraunt,  r.  cormorant,  5.  362. 

Cor  meum  eructavit,  D  1934.  See  Ps. 
xlv.  I. 

Com,  s.  grain,  A  562;  chief  portion,  B 
3144 ;  Comes,  pL  crops  of  com,  B  3225 ; 
grains  of  corn,  HF.  698. 


Oomemuse,  j.  bagpipe.  HF.  1218.  Fr. 
cornetnuse, 

Comiculere,  s.  registrar,  secretary,  G 
369.  Lat.  comtcularius,  a  registrar, 
clerk  to  a  magistrate. 

Corny,  adj.  applied  to  ale,  strong  of  the 
corn  or  malt,  C  315,  456. 

Corone,  s.  crown,  garland,  E  381;  Co- 
roune,  crown,  garland,  2.  58;  C6roun, 
crown,  L.  2x6;  the  constellation  called 
'  the  Northern  Crown,'  L.  2224. 

Corosif ,  adj.  corrosive,  G  853. 

Coroumpingre,  s,  corruption,  B  3.  p  12. 
82. 

Cor6\ined,  //.  crowned,  B  3555. 

Corpus,  s.  body,  A  3743 ;  Corpus,  the  body 
(e.  g.  of  Christ),  B  3096;  Corpus  Domi- 
nuSf  false  Latin  for  corpus  Domini,  the 
body  of  the  Lord,  B  1625;  Corpus 
Madrian,  the  body  of  St.  Mathurin, 
B  3082;  Corpus  bones,  an  intentionally 
nonsensical  oath,  composed  of  *  corpus 
domini,'  the  Lord's  body,  and  '  bones,' 
C314. 

Correccioun,  s.  fine,  D  16x7. 

CoiTumpable,  adj.  corruptible,  A  3010. 

Comimpeth,  pr.  s.  t)ecomes  corrupt,  L, 
2237 ;  pt.  J.  conrupted,  I  8x9. 

Corrupcioun,  j.  destroyer,  5.  614. 

Cors,  J.  body,  L.  676,  876 ;  corpse,  T.  v. 
742. 

Corse,  pr.  s.  suhj.  curse,  E  X308. 

Corsed^esse,  s.  abomination,  T.  iv.  994. 

Corseynt,  s.  a  saint  (lit.  holy  body) ;  esp, 
a  shrine,  HF.  117.    O.  F.  cors  seint. 

Coimmpe,  v.  become  cormpt,  B  3.  p  xi. 
58.    See  Corruinpe. 

Corve,  -n;  see  Kerve. 

Cosin,  s.  cousin,  A  1131;  as  adj.  akin, 
suitable  to.  A  742,  H  210;  Cosins  ger- 
mayns,  cousins-german,  first  cousins,  B 
2558. 

Cosinaere,  s.  kinship,  B  1226, 1329. 

Cost  (i),  s.  expense,  A  192,  213. 

Cost  (2),  s.  choice,  condition;  Nedes 
cost,  of  necessity  (lit.  by  condition  of 
necessity),  L.  2697.  Icel.  kostr,  choice, 
condition,  state. 

Costagre,  s.  cost,  expense,  B  1235, 1562. 

Coste,  s.  coast,  B  1626;  region,  D  922; 
Costes,  pi.  parts  of  the  sky,  A.  i.  X9.  10. 

Costeylngr,  pres.  part,  coasting.  R.  134. 

Costlewe,  adj.  costly,  1  415.  Cf.  Icel. 
kostlijs^r. 

Costrel,  s.  flask,  kind  of  bottle.  L.  2666. 

Cote,  s.  cot,  E  398 ;  dungeon,  A  2457. 

Cote,  5.  coat,  jacket  (for  a  man),  A  103, 
328;    skirt,   petticoat,  or  gown    (for  a 
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woman),  R.  226;  //.  coats,  surcoats,  or 
coats-of-arms  (see  below),  HF.  1332. 

Cote-arxnure,  coat-armour,  coat  shew- 
ing the  arms,  coat-of-arms,  T.  v.  1651. 

Couche,  V.  lay  down,  place;  cower,  E 
1206;  pt.  s,  laid  in  order,  placed,  5.  216; 
G  1157;  pp.  set,  placed,  laid,  A  2933, 
3211 :  beset,  begemmed,  A  2161. 

CouchingT)  s.  laying  down,  letting  the 
astrolabe  lie  flat  on  the  ground,  A.  ii. 
29.  29. 

Coude,  I  pt.  s.  could,  was  able,  L.  116; 
knew  how,  3.  517;  pi.  s.  knew.  3.  667, 
1012 ;  understood,  R.  179 ;  as  aux.  could, 
R.  175 ;  Coude  her  good,  knew  what  was 
for  Dido's  advantage,  L.  1182;  Coude 
no  good,  knew  no  good,  was  untrained, 
3.  390;  Coud^/>.  known,  3.  787;  learnt, 
I  1041.    See  Can,  Conne. 

Counseil,  j.  advice,  A  784;  secrets,  A 
665 :  Counseyl,  secret,  5.  348. 

Counte,  I  pr.  s.  account,  11.  29;  pf.  s.  3. 
718. 

Countenaunce,  s.  appearance,  show,  A 
1926:  looks,  appearance,  G  1264;  shew- 
ing favour.  3.  1022 :  demeanour,  R.  814 ; 
pretext,  A  4421 ;  p/.  looks,  R.  1309. 

Countingr-bord,  s.  counting-house  table, 
B1273. 

Countour  (i),  s.  arithmetician,  3.  435; 
auditor,  A  ^59. 

Countour  (2),  s.  abacus,  counting-board, 
3.  436 ;  counting-house,  B  1403. 

Countour-hous,  s.  counting-house,  B 
1267. 

Countrepeise,  v.  render  equivalent,  HF. 
1750;  countervail,  T.  iii.  1407. 

Countrepleted,  pp,  made  the  subject  of 
pleadings  and  counter-pleadings,  argued 
against,  L.  476. 

Countretaille,  s,  lit  countertally,  i.  e. 
correspondence  (of  sound) ;  a/  /Ar  <:.,  in 
reply,  E  1190. 

Countrewfldte,  pr,  s.  sufy'.  keep  watch 
over,  I  1005 ;  watch  against,  B  2509. 

Coupable,  (uij.  culpable,  blameworthy, 
B  2731,  1  414, 

Coupe,  s.  cup,  L.  1 122. 

Coured,  pt.  s.  cowered,  R.  46^. 

Cours,  s,  course,  T.  ii.  970 ;  life  on  earth, 
G  387 :  orbit,  A  2454. 

Courser,  s.  horse,  T.  ii.  zoii ;  pL  steeds, 
A  2501. 

Court,  s,  court,  A  140 ;  manor-house,  D 
2162. 

Courtepy,  an  upper  short  coat  of  a  coarse 
material,  R.  220 ;  A  290.  D  1382. 

Ck>urt-man,  s.  courtier,  E  1492. 


Couthe,  I  pt,  s.  could,  R.  513 ;  knew,  3. 
800;  knew  how,  A  390;  Couth,  pp, 
known,  T.  iv.  61 ;  Couthe,  pp.  pi.  well- 
known,  A  14, 

Couthe,  adv.  in  a  known  way,  manifestly, 
HF.  757. 

Coveityse,  s.  covetousness,  A  3884,  C 
424;  bodily  craving,  I  819;  lust,  I  336. 

Covenable,  adj.  fit,  proper,  fitting,  suit- 
able, 18.  25;  agreeable,  B  4.  p  6.  224; 
congruous,  B  3.  p  12.  179. 

Covenably,  adv.  suitably,  fitly,  B  2423. 

Covent,  J.  convent,  conventual  body,  B 
1827,  D  1863. 

Coverchlef,  r.  kerchief  worn  on  the  head, 

D590;  //.  A4S3. 

Covercle,  j.  pot-lid,  HF.  792, 

Covered,  pp.  covered,  A  354 ;  recovered 
from,  healed  of,  L.  762. 

Covertly,  adv.  secretly,  R.  19. 

Coverture,  s.  disguise,  R.  1588;  Cover- 
tures, //.  coverings.  1  198. 

Covetour,  5.  one  who  covets,  4,  262. 

Covyne,  s.  deceitfulness,  A  604.  '  Coviru^ 
a  deceitful  agreement  between  two  or 
more  to  the  prejudice  of  another ; ' 
Cowel,  Law  Dictionary. 

Cow,  s.  chough,  D  232.    See  Chofirli. 

Coward,  adj.  cowardly,  5.  349. 

Cowardye,  s.  cowardice,  A  273a 

Cowardyse,  5.  cowardice,  T.  iv.6o2.v.4i2. 

Coy,  adj.  quiet,  A  119;  shy,  L.  1548. 

Coye,  V.  quiet,  calm,  cajole,  T.  ii.  801. 

Coynes,  //.  quinces,  R.  1374.  O.  F.  coin^ 
quince. 

Crabbed,  adj,  shrewish,  cross,  bitter,  E 
1203. 

CracchinfiT,  -r.  scratching.  A  2834. 

Craft,  J.  cunning,  C  84;  skill,  T.  i.  665; 
art,  R.  687 ;  trade,  occupation,  3.  791 ;  A 
692;  secret,  mystery,  R.  1634;  might,  B 
32^8 :  contrivance,  F  249. 

Cnutily,  adv,  artfully,  in  a  studied  man- 
ner, T.  ii.  1026;  skilfully.  B  48. 

Crafty y  adj,  skilful,  clever,  A  1897 ;  sensi- 
ble, 3.  439. 

Craketh,  pr.  s.  utters  boldiv,  A  4001; 
sings  in  a  grating  tone  (like  a  corn- 
crake), E  18  qo. 

CramplBSheth,  pr.  s,  draws  convulsively 
together,  contracts,  7.  171.  Of.  'Dcth 
crampishing  into  their  hert  gan  crepe ;  * 
Lydgate,  Falls  of  Princes,  bk.  i.  c  9. 
Cf.  O.F.  crampir, '  fttre  tordu ;  *  Godefiroy. 

erased,  pp.  cracked,  G  934. 

Creant,  adj.;  seith  creant,  acknowtedges 
himself  bleaten,  I  698.  Probably  short 
for  recreant. 
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Great,  pp,  created.  16.  2 ;  B  2203. 
Creaunce,  s.  credence,  belief,  creed,  B 

915 ;  object  of  £aith,  B  340. 
Creaunce,  v,  borrow  on  credit,  B  1479 ; 

pr.  5.  borrows,  B  1493 ;  pp.  B  1556. 
Creep,  pi.  s.  of  Crepe. 
Crekes,//.  crooked  devices,  wiles,  A  4051, 

See  Creek,  s.  (1),  §  7,  in   the   New  El. 

Diet. 
Crepe,  v.  creep,  3.  144 ;  Creep,  pt.  s.  crept, 

A  4226 ;  Crepten,  pi.p/.  D  1698 ;  Cropen, 

pp.  crept,  T.  iii.  loii. 
Crepul,  s.  cripple,  T.  iv.  1459. 
Crepusculis,  s.  pi.  twilights,  durations 

of  twilight,  A.  ii.  6.  rubric. 
Crevace,  s.  crevice,  crack,  HF.  2086. 
Crinkled,  pp.  full  of  turns  or  cranks,  L. 

2012. 
Crips,  adj.  crisp,  curly,  HF.  1386 ;  Crisp, 

R.  824. 
Cristen,  adj.  Christian,  B  222,  1679. 
Cristendozn,  s.  the  Christian  religion.  B 

351 ;  Christianity,  G  447. 
Cristenly,  adv.  in  a  Christian  manner,  B 

1 122. 
Crlstianltee,  s,  company  of  Christians,  B 

544' 
Croce,  5.  staff,  stick,  D  484.    See  Crose^ 

§  2,  in  the  New  E,  Diet. 
Crois,  J.  cross,  i.  60. 
Croked,  adj.  crooked,  R.  926;  crooked 

(things).  13.  8 ;  '  tortuous.'  A.  iL  28.  32. 
Crokes,  pi.  crooks,  hooks,  L.  640. 
Crokke,  s.  earthenware  pot,  13.  12. 
Crommes,  s.  pi.  crumbs,  G  60. 
Crone,  s.  crone,  ha^,  B  43a. 
Cronique,  5.  chronicle,  B  4398. 
Croos-lyne,  s.  cross-line,  the  line  from 

right  to  left  through  the  centre,  A.  i. 

12.  7. 
Crop,  s.  top,  sprout,  new  twig,  T.  ii.  ^Z ; 

crop  and  rote,  top  and  root,  everything, 

T.  v.  124^ ;  Croppes,  pU  tree-tops,  ends 

of    branches,    R.    1396;    new    shoots, 

A  7. 
Cropen,  pp.  of  Crepe. 

Croper,  s.  crupper,  G  $66. 

Cros,  s,  cross,  z.  82;  Crois,  z.  60. 

Croslet,  s.  crucible.  G  1147. 

Croucbe,  i  pr.  s.  mark  with  the  cross  (to 

defend  from  elves),  A  3479;  E  1707. 
Croude,  v.  push,  HF.  2095 ;  pr,s,  a/,  dost 

press,  dost  push,  B  296. 
Crouke,  s.  pitcher,  jug,  A  4x58. 
Croun,  s.  crown  (of  the  head),  A  4041; 

(referring  to  the  tonsure),  B  1499. 
Crouned,  pp.  crowned,  R.  ia66;  supreme, 

Fsa6. 


Croupe,  s.  crupper,  D  1559. 

Crouperes,  //.  cruppers,  I  433. 

Crowdingr,  J.  pressure,  motive  power,  B 
299. 

Croys,  J.  cross,  A  699, 4286. 

Crul,  adj.  curly,  A  3314 ;  //.  A  81.  Friesic 
krul,  curly. 

Crydestow,  didst  thou  cry  out,  A  1083 ; 
pp.  proclaimed,  HF.  2107. 

Cryingre,  j.  outcry,  A  906. 

Cryke,  s.  creek,  A  409. 

Cuctirbitds,  s.  pi.  cucurbites,  G  794. 
'Cucurbite,  a  chemical  vessel,  originally 
made  in  the  shape  of  a  gourd,  but  some- 
times shallow,  with  a  wide  mouth,  and 
used  in  distillation.'  —  Webster. 

Culfa  mea,  i.  e.  I  acknowledge  my  &ult, 
1 .  ii.  525. 

Cul];>e,  s.  guilt,  blame,  I  335. 

Culter,  s.  coulter  (of  a  plough),  A 
3763. 

Cunniner,  adj.  skilful.  2.  97. 

Cunningr,  s.  skill,  5. 167.  487. 

Cuppe,  s.  a  cup,  I  616. 

Curacioun,  s.  cure,  healing,  B  2463 ;  mode 
of  cure,  T.  i.  791. 

Curat,  s.  parish-priest,  vicar,  A  219  (the 
words  vicar  and  curate  have  now,  practi- 
cally, changed  places) . 

Cure,  s.  cure,  remedy,  T.  i.  469 ;  charge, 
B  2.  p  3.  32 ;  diligence,  A  1007 ;  attention, 
A 303 ;  heed,  care,  2. 82 ;  endeavour,  B 188 ; 
careful  purpose,  HF.  1298 ;  supervision, 
D  133 ;  I  do  no  cure,  I  care  not,  L.  152 ; 
fyth  in  his  cure,  depends  on  his  care  for 
me,  L.  1 176 ;  did  kis  besy  cure,  was  busily 
employed,  5.  369;  his  lyves  cure,  the  ob- 
ject of'^his  thoughts  always,  4. 131 ;  honest 
cure,  care  for  honourable  things,  C  557 ; 
in  cure,  in  her  power,  B  2^ 

Curiositee,  s.  curious  worlcroanship,  HF. 
1x78;  intricacy,  18.81. 

Curio\i8,  adj.  careful,  attentive,  B  1433; 
eager,  R.  X052 ;  skilful,  A  577 ;  delicately 
made,  A  X96;  magical,  F  ziao. 

Currours,  /.  pL  runners,  couriers,  HF. 
2x28. 

CTirsednesBe,  s.  abominable  sin,  wicked- 
ness. C  276.  400 ;  shrevrishness,  E  1239 ; 
malice,  B  1821. 

Curtels,  adj,  courteous,  hence,-  compas- 
sionate. I  246 ;  courteous.  R.  538. 

Curtelsye,  s,  courtesy,  A  46,  Z32. 

Custume,  s.  custom,  D  682 ;  //.  payments, 
I  752 ;  imports,  I  567. 

Cut.  s.  lot,  A  835.  84s,  854. 

Cutte,  V. cut, C954 ;  Gutted, pp. cut  short, 
L.973. 
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D. 

Daf,  J.  foolish  person,  A  4208. 
DaerGred,  adj.  tagged,  cut  into  hanging 

peaks  at  the  lower  edge,  I  421. 
Dagrgringre,  s.  a  cutting  into  tags,  I  418. 
Dagron,  5,  small  piece,  D  1751. 
Dalf ,  //.  s.  of  Delve. 

Daliaunce,  s.  gossip,  A  211;  playful  de- 
meanour, favour,    12.   8;  //.  dalliance, 

toying,  C  66. 
Damagreous,  adj.  injurious,  I  438. 
Dame,  s.  mother,  C  684;  dam,  A  3260; 

madam,  A  3956;  goodwife,  D  1797. 
Damiselle,  s.  damsel,  R.  1240 ;  fl.  R.  1622. 
Dampnaxsioun,  j.  condemnation,  C  500; 

curse,  D  1067. 
Dampne,  ger.  to  condemn,  L.  401 ;  pp,  A 

1175,  1342;  damned,  I  191. 
Dan,  s.  {/or  Dominus),  lord,  sir,  a  title  of 

respect,  HF.  161;   B  3982;  Daun,  HF. 

137. 
Dappel-gray,  adj.  dapple-gray,  B  2074. 

Dar,  ipr.  s.  dare,  A  1151;  Darst,  ^pr.  s. 
darest,  T.  i.  768 ;  B  860 ;  Darstow,  darest 
thou,  L.  1450;  Dorste,  i  pt.  s,  durst, 
might  venture  (to),  L.  2054;  //.  s.  A 
227 ;  Dorstestow,  wouldst  thou  dare,  T. 
i.  767;  I  pt.  s.  subj.  might  dare,  2.  60. 
See  Durre. 

Dare,  pr.pl.  doze,  B  129^. 

Darketh,  pr.  s.  lies  hid.L.  816. 

Darreyne,  g^r.  to  decide  one's  right  to, 
A  1853:  to  decide,  A  1631;  to  decide 
your  claims  (to) ,  A  1609.  O.  F.  deraisnUr, 

Dart,  s.  dart,  6.  40 ;  (given  as  a  prize  in  an 
athletic  contest),  D  75. 

Da^swen,  pt.  pi.  dase,  are  dazzled,  H  31 ; 
pp.  confused,  HF.  658.  O.  F.  daser 
(Godefroy). 

Date-tree,  s.  date-tree,  R.  1364. 

Daun :  see  Dem. 

Daunce,  s,  dance,  R.  808;  play,  T.  iv. 
1431 ;  set,  company,  HF.  639 ;  the  newt  d., 
the  new  dance,  T.  ii.  553 ;  the  olde  d..  the 
old  game,  the  old  way  of  love,  A  476,  C  79. 

Dauncen,  v.  dance,  A  2202. 

Daungrer,  s.  disdain,  R.  1524 ;  imperious- 
ness,  7.  186;  liability,  A  1849;  sparing, 
stint,  R.  1 147:  power,  control,  R.  1470; 
Power  to  harm  (personified),  L.  160; 
in  d.,  within  his  jurisdiction,  under  his 
control,  A  663 ;  in  hir  d.,  at  her  disposal, 
R.  1049;  with  d.,  sparingly,  charily,  D 

521. 
DaungrerouB,  adj.  forbidding,  sparing,  A 

517;  niggardly,  D  1427;  grudging,  hard 


to  please,  R.  1482, 1492 ;  reluctant,  D  514  ; 
inhospitable,  R.  490. 
Daunten,  v.  tame,  subdue,  R.  880 ;  pr.  s. 
T.  ii.  399,  iv.  1589;   //.  frightened,  D 

463- 
Dawe,  V.  dawn,  B  3872,  E  1832. 
Daweningre,  s.  dawn,  A  4234,  B  4072. 
Dawes,  s.pl.  days,  F  1180. 
Dawlngr,  s.  the   Dawn  (Aurora),  T.  iii. 

1466. 
Dawningr,  s.  dawn,  3.  292. 
Day,  s.  day,  A  19 ;  time,  B  3374 ;  appointed 

time  for  repaying  money,  G   1040;  on 

a  day,  one    day,   some    day,   R.   1493; 

Dayes.  pi.  appointed  days  for  payment, 

F  1568, 1575 ;  lifetime,  B 118 ;  now  a  dayes, 

at  this  time,  E  1164. 
Dayerye,  s.  dairy,  A  597 ;  pi.  D  871. 
Dayesye,  s.  daisy,  L.  182, 184,  218. 
Debckat,  s.  strife,  A  3230,  B  2867 ;  war,  B 

130;  mcntalconflict,  3. 1192;  quarrelling, 

T.  ii.  753. 
Debate,  v.  fight,  war,  B  2058;  quarrel,  C 

412. 
Debonair,    adj.    calm,    benign,    gentle, 

I   658:  Debonaire,  /em,  well-mannered 

B  4061 ;  gracious,  courteous,  R.  797 ;  as 

s.  kind  person,  3.  624. 
Debonairely,     adv.    meekly,     I     660: 

graciously,  3.  851,   1284;   with  a  good 

grace,   HF.  2013;    courteously,  3.  518; 

T.  ii.  1259. 
Debonairetee,    s.    gentleness,    I    467 ; 

graciousness,  6.  108. 
Deceivable,  adj.  deceitful,  15.  3 ;  E  2058. 
Declamed.  pt.pl.  discussed,  T.  ii.  1247. 
Declinacioun,    s.    declination,    angular 

distance  N.  or  S.  of  the  equator,  E  2223, 

F  1033. 
Declyneth, />r.  j.  turns  aside,  B  4.  p  6. 

^95".  P^'  ^-  possesses  declination,  A.  ii. 

19.  12. 
Declynlngre,  adj.  sloping,  B  5.  m  i.  19. 
Decoped,  pp.  lit.    'cut   down';    hence, 

pierced,  cut  in  openwork   patterns,  R. 

843. 
Ddde,  dead ;  see  D^dd. 

Ddde,  ^er.  to  grow  dead,  become  stupe- 
fied. HF.  552. 

Deden,  pt.  pi.  did,  T.  i.  82.    See  Doon. 

Dedicat.  pp.  dedicated,  1 964, 

Deduyt,  s.  pleasure,  A  2177. 

Deed.  s.  deed,  act ;  Dede,  dtU.  i.  45 ;  B 
1999;  in  dede,  indeed,  A  659,  B  3511; 
with  the  dede,  with  the  act  thereof,  D 
70  ;  Dede,  //.  (A.  S.  dada),  5.  8a. 

Dedd,  adj,  dead,  R.  2x5;  dead,  livid  (of 
hue),  R.  441 ;  /or  d.,  as  dead,  T.  iv.  733; 


iSlossarial  Sntcx. 


Dede,  dif.  L.  876 ;  d.  sltpt.  heavy  sleep, 
3.  137;  Dede.  //,  sluggiih,  5.  187; 
aeandtj  dtde,  deadly  wounds,  3.  laii. 

D66dly,  adj.  morul,  I  99:  dying,  L.B85: 
deathlike,  3.  163. 

D«6dl7,  fl^.  mortaUy,  G  476. 

D66f,  ai^:  dear.  T.  1.753;  Deve,  >/.  G  986. 

D66l.  J.  part,  R.  1074;  nevtr  a  die/,  not 
at  all,  I  1007 ;  not  a  bit,  HF.  331 ;  ctury 
flltif/.  every  whit,  wholly,  T.ii.S90;  E>eel, 
//.  limes,  6.3s;  Del,  part,  R.a8:  share, 
3.  igol;  evfty  d.,  every  whit,  A  1815; 
«A(  a  d..  every  whil,  T.  iii.  694 ;  a  grat 
dil.  to  a  large  extent,  A  413 ;  very  often. 


"59; 


1,  T,   1. 


a  whit,  3-  543- 


Dees,  I.  dais,  HF.  1360. 1658. 

Deetb,  i.  death,  B  3567;  pestilence, 
plague,  T.  L  483;  the  deelk,  the  pesti- 
lence (with  special  references  to  Itie 
peslilences  of  1349,  1361,  and  1369),  A 
605- 

Defame,  1.  dishonour,  B  3788.  C  61a. 

Detnute,  i.  faull,  aa.  56;  fault  (as  a 
hunting  term).  3.  384  ivKrt  aa  a  dt/artt 
y/alii.  had  a  clieck) :  lack,  defect, 
want,  3.  5,  35.  333;  sin.  B  3718,  C  370. 

Delence,   s.   resistance,   L.  1931 
drance,  R.  1143: 


143;  covering,  s.  373 ;  P" 
1.  138 ;  denial,  D  4G7. 
s.  \  IK  his  d.,  in  delendin 


idiog 


Defendaunt,    .. 

himself,  in  self-defence,  I  573. 
Defende,  gir.  to   defend,   B.  3631;    10 

forbid,  G  1470. 
Detet.  pf,  exhausted    (lit.  defeated).  T. 

V.  618 ;  cast  down,  T.  v.  U19, 
DeffBndoth,  pr,  1.  loibids,  I  651 ;  ff.  I 

Defoulen,  v.  trample  down,  Antt,  defile, 
F  1418:  pp.  trampled  down,  I  igi; 
defiled,  T.  v.  1339:  disgraced.  B  4.  m 
7.47  (tzulutpalui). 

Derrne,  i  fr.  s.  ptonotince,  declare,  T. 

De(rree.i.rank,j;.4S3',  condiiion.posiitQD, 
A  1B41;  s(ep.R.4B5;  footstep,  B 4.  m  1. 
43',  h orison lal  stripes,  B  i.p  i.  38;  oithe 
lodiflC,  F  3B6;  ai-louv  degni.  R.  883; 
at  alli  dtgrics.  iu  every  way,  A  3734. 

Desrye*,  adj,  elaborate.  I  417. 

De^yalDeBse.  i.  elaborate  style,  I  414. 

DsBryalnge,  i.  elaborate  omamentaQon, 
I  415. 

Dekae,  s.  deacon,  I  B9I. 

Del :  see  Deel, 

Delen,  gtr.  to  have  dealing  with,  A  347 ; 


□  have  dealings,  T.  ill.  33a; 


';  deUcai 


Deled,  pp.  apportioned,  D.  1349- 
Dellberen,  v.  deliberate,  consider,  T.  iv 

t6g ;  ft.  s.  deliberated,  B  9916. 
DeUcacye,  i.  amusement,  B  3669:  wan 

lonness.  9.  58. 
Dellcat,  ad/,  delicious,  1 

E68a;  dam  ly,  I  43a. 
DellcBB,  J,  fJ.  delights. 


DeltcIoUB,  adj.  g 


e  delighl,  ■ 


Delltable.  adj  delightful,   1 

lidous.  R.  1371;  //.  delightful,  F  899. 
Delltably,  adv.  pfeaslngly,  B  4.  p  i.  a. 
Delltoue,  adj.  delicious.  R.  489. 
Deliver,  urf/.  quick,  active,  A  84. 
Dellvere,  v.  set  free.  13.7;  doaway  with, 

T.  iii.  loia ;  g^r.  to  set  free  (after  a  l^fal 

decision),  3.  «8. 
Deliverly,  adv.  nimbly,  B4606;  quickly, 

T.  ii.  I  "~ 


Delte,  ft,  I.  d/  Delen. 

Delve,  V.  dig,  A  536 ;    Dalf.  i  ft.  i.  dug. 

B  5.  p    I.  99;    Dolve,  */.  J.  luij.  had 

digged,  B  5,  p  I.  87;  Dolven,/!^.  buried, 

3.  aaa.  A.S.  dt//ait. 
Delycea,  i.  ft.  delights,  pleasures,  C  547, 

G  3;  bvourites  (LaL  ^/icioi),  B  a.p3. 

De^6,  adj.  delicate,  fine.  B  i.  p  i.  93, 

O.  F.  ditii. 
Delyt,   s.  delight,  joy,  3.  606;   pleasing 

ornamentation,  L.  1199. 
Delytable,  adj.  delightful.  L,  311. 
Delyte,  v.  delight,  please.  5.  97:   rtjl. 

lake  pleasure,  5.  66;  Delyte  me,  I  pr.  1. 

delight.  L,  30. 
DelylOUS,  adj.  delicious,  R.  90. 


Demauntiei 

859- 
Deme,  v.  judge.  14.  6;  d 


"694.' 


ide.  conclude. 
158 ;  give  a  ver- 
dict. G's9^;  bemen,!'.  deem,  judge,  a 
3161 ;  decide,  B  3045;  i /r.  j.  condemn, 
Daoa4;  decree,  C  199;  suppose,  E  753 ; 
Dcmelh,  imf.  ft.  judge,  decide,  L.  453; 
suppose.  A  3173. 

DemeliM,  v.  manage,  HF.  959. 

Demeyne,  t.  dominion.  B  3855. 

DemoulOlE,  I.  madman.  D  3a4a 

Demoaatraclonii,  /.  proof,  HF.  717, 
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Demonstratif,  adj.  demonstrable,  D. 
2272. 

Denticle,  s.  pointer,  A.  i.  23.  i.  See  Al- 
mury. 

Denye,  v.  refuse,  T.  ii.  1489;  Deneyed, 
/>/.  denied,  B  3.  p  10.  16. 

Depardieux,  int^rj.  on  the  part  of  God, 
by  God's  help,  T.  ii.  1058,  1212. 

Departe,  v.  separate,  part,  7.  285 ;  sever, 
T.  ii.  531;  divide,  I  1006;  imp.  s.  dis- 
tinguish, T.  iii.  404. 

Departingre,  s.  dividing,  I  425.  1008; 
departure,  5.  675 ;  separation,  4.  25. 

Depe,  adv.  deeply,  3.  165 ;  7.  8. 

Depeynted,  pp.  depicted,  L.  1025; 
painted,  R.  478 ;  stained,  T.  v.  1599. 

Depper,  adv.  comp.  deeper,  T.  ii.  485; 
B630. 

Depraven,  pr.  pi.  calumniate,  4.  207. 

Depressioun,  s.  the  angular  distance  of 
the  southern  pole  from  the  horizon,  A. 
ii.  25.  10. 

Dere,  adi.  dear,  i.  99 ;  4. 147. 

Dere,  adv.  dearly,  i.  86;  18.  26. 

Dere,  s.  dot.  deer,  R.  1453. 

D^re,  V.  injure,  harm,  T.  i.  651.  A.  S. 
derian. 

Derelingr,  s.  darling,  A  3793. 

Derk,  adj.  dark,  R.  1009;  inauspicious, 
4.  120 ;  as  s.  inauspicious  position,  4. 122. 

Derke,  s.  darkness,  ploom,  3.  609. 

Derkest,  adj.  superl.  darkest,  B  304. 

Derkly,  adv.  darkly,  HF.  51. 

Derknesse,  s.  darkness,  B  1451. 

Deme,  adj.  secret,  A  3200,  3278. 

Derre,  adv.  comp.  more  dearly,  T.  i.  136, 
174 ;  A  1448. 

Derth,  s.  dearth,  HF.  1974. 

Denrveth,  pr.  s.  is  derived,  A  3006. 

Desceivaunce,  s.  deception,  B  3.  p  8. 53. 

Descencioim,  s.  descension,  A.  ii.  4.  55. 
The  technical  signification  seems  to  be 
—  the  'house'  or  portion  of  the  sky 
just  above  the  western  horizon,  so  that 
a  planet  in  his  descension  is  about  to 
set. 

Descensories,  s.  pi.  G  792.  '  Descenso- 
ries,  vessels  used  in  chemistry  for  extract- 
ing oils  per  descensum  ; '  Tyrwhitt. 

Desceme,  v.  discern.  T.  iv.  aoo. 

Deschargre,  pr.  s.  subi.  disburden,  I  36a 

Desclaundred,  pp.  slandered,  B  674. 

Descry  ve,  v.  describe,  R.  705 ;  HF.  1105. 

Desdeyn,  s.  disdain,  contempt,  A  789. 

Desert,  s.  merit,  4.  31 ;  //.  merits,  T.  iiu 
1267. 

Deserte.  adj.  lonely,  HF.  417. 

Deservedest,  2/A  s,  didst  deserve,  C  2x6. 


Desespaired,  pp.  in  despair,  6. 7. 

Desespeir.  s.  despair,  T.  i.  605,  ii.  6. 

Desesperaunce,  s.  hopelessness,  T.  iL 
530,  1307. 

Desheflte,  ger.  to  disinherit,  B  ^025. 

Deshonestee^  s.  unseemliness,  I  833. 

D6sir6us,  adj.  ambitious,  9.  59;  ardent, 
F23. 

Deslavee,  adj.  foul,  I  629;  inordinate, 
unrestrained,  I  834.  '  Deslavi,  pp.  non 
lav6,  crasseux,  sale ; '  Godefroy. 

Desordeynee,  adj.  unregulated,  inor- 
dinate, I  818,  915. 

Desordinat,  adj.  inordinate,  I  415. 

Despeired,  pp.  sunk  in  despair,  2. 91 ;  T. 
V.  713. 

Despence,  s.  expense,  D  1874 ;  expendi- 
ture, money  for  expenses,  B  105. 

Despende,  v.  spend,  T.  iv.  921 ;  2  pr,  s. 
wasiest.  B  2121 ;  pp.  spent,  A  3983. 

Despendours,  //.  spenders,  B  2843. 

Despenses,  pi.  expenditure,  B  2842. 

Desperacioun,  s.  despair,  i.  21. 

D6spitous,  adj.  spiteful,  R.  173;  angry, 
jealous,  D  761 ;  merciless,  A  516;  scorn- 
ful, A  1777.  I  395. 

Despitously,  adv.  scornfully,  B  3785; 
angrily,  A  4274;  maliciously,  B  605; 
cruelly,  E  ^35. 

Desplayetn,  pr.  s.  spreads  open,  A  966. 

Desponeth,  pr.  s.  disposes,  T.  iv.  964. 

Desport,  s.  diversion,  merriment,  amuse- 
ment, T.  i.  592 ;  B  2158. 

Desporte,  v.  rejoice,  T.  v.  1398. 

Despoyled,  pp.  robbed,  I  665. 

Despyt,  s.  malice,  spite,  T.  i.  207;  con- 
tempt, disdain,  D  1876;  scorn,  L.  372; 
malice,  L.  1771;  ill-humour,  I  507;  a 
deed  expressing  contempt,  B  3738:  in 
d.  of,  in  contempt  of,  5.  281 ;  in  your  d., 
in  contempt  of  you,  B  1753 ;  in  his  d.,  in 
scorn  of  him,  L.  134. 

Desray,  s.  confusion,  I  927. 

Desseveraunce,  s.  separation,T.  iii.  1424. 

Destein];>era\ince,  s,  inclemency,  B  3. 
p  II.  130. 

Destempred,  pp.  distempered,  I  8a6. 

Destinal,  adj.  4tal,  B  4.  p  6.  172;  pre- 
destined, B  4.  p  6.  no. 

Destourbe,  ger.  to  disturb  \d,of,XQ 
disturb  in,  C  340;  pr.  s.  hinders.  I  576; 
interrupts,  B  2167. 

Destourblngr,  s.  trouble,  z8. 44. 

Destrat,  pp.  distracted,  B  3.  p  8.  19. 

Destreyne,  v.  distress,  T.  iii.  1528 ;  ger. 
constrain,  force,  H  161. 

Destroubled,//.  disturbed,  3. 524. 

DesyTingre,  adj.  desirous,  B  2767. 
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DeMrmlnat,  atf/.  deiermtnaie,  exict, 
fined.  D  1459:  properly  placed  (on  Ihe 

aslrolabe),  A.  ii.  iB  (rubnc). 
Ddtermyne,  v.  come  10  an  end.  T.  iU. 
379;    Delermined, /^.  settled,  B  5.   p 

Dette,  I.  debt.  L.  541 :  A  3S0. 

Detteleea,  ad/',  free  rram  debt,  A  580. 

Dettour.  1,  debtor.  8  15B7,  D  155. 

/Jrii  Ait:,  God  (be)  here,  D  1770. 

Deve,  p/.  nf  Deef.  deaf. 

Devil,  J.  L.  3493 ;  vihat  4.,  whal  the  devil, 
L.a694;  iffiorf.,  how  Ihe  devil, T.  1.6aj; 
a  d,  miye.  in  Ihe  way  lo  the  devil,  m 
the  devil's  name,  A  3134 ;  a  tunnly  dri/il 

10  utier  destruction,  L.  3177;  an  excla- 
mation of  priiilance,  A  3713,  4'S7- 

Devoir,  J.  duly.  T.  iiu  1045 ;  A  3598. 

D«vyn,  1.  astrologer,  T.  i.  66. 

D«V7ae,  V.  guess,  T.  v.  a8S ;  ger.  T.  iii. 

-'- rophesy  (byj.  5.  183;  Devynt 

■-pect,  T.   li.    1745;    De 

rt  (him)  guess.  HF.  14. 

JO, I.  female  diviner.T.v.  1511 

Dftvys,  J.  conlrivance.   R.    1413-,  Euppo- 

i/.,  according  lo  his  own  wish,  R.  1336; 

exactitude,  R.  B30;  Devyses.  ^.  heraldic 
devices,  badges.  I.  1373. 

DevyBO,  v.  to  relate,  tell,  describe.  T.  iii. 
41;  A34;  recommend, T.ii.3SS:  devise, 
suggest,  ordain,  U  437;  P^^l.  L.  US3: 
ger.  10  tell,  describe,  5.  398;  to  relate, 
A  994 ;  lo  frame,  E  739 ;  to  tell  of,  T.  i. 
377  ;  fT;  '■  narrates,  describes,  5.  317; 
pr.  pi  imagine,  discourse,  F  361 ;  >y. 
described  to,  told,  R.  476. 

D«VyelDff,  1.  arrangement,  A  1496. 

Dews,  adj.  due,  I  867. 

DBitrer,  s,  a  courser,  war-horse,  B  3103. 
Fr.  dulriir.  a  war-horse.  Low  Lat. 
dixtratiui.  The  squire  rode  his  own 
horse,  and  led  his  master's  hoise 
'  lim.  on  his  "If*/ hand. 
.    dairywoman,    B   4036.      IceL 


diig] 
Doyo, 


eye,  v.  die,  5.  469.  65' :  Devde,  //.  t.  A 
2846;  Deyed.^/.  R.  456:   Otyit,  ft.  1. 

Dayen.  gtr.  10  die,  lo  dip,  B  4.  m  6.  14. 
DeylnKS,  s.  dexih,  B  iB;o;  /of  on  dtying, 

l.iv  a-dying,  B  3906. 
Deyne,  v.  deign,  7.  33t;   Deytieth  hitn, 

fr.   1,   he  deigns.  7.  iBi ;    L.  395:   Aim 

dryneil.  he  deigned,  B  3324.  4371;  Mir 

dtjnid,  she  deigned,  4.  39. 


Deyuotu,  adj.  scornful,  A  3941. 
Deyntoe,  i.  worth,  value,  D  aoS;  ttek 

Uisf  d. /or,  set  less  value  on,  7.  143; 

a  peculiar  ^easure,  B    139:   pleasure, 

F681, 1003 :  Deynlees,//,  dainties,  A  346. 
DByntae,  s,  as  adj.  dainty,  pleasanl,  rare, 

T.  V.  433;  good,  A16S. 
DeyntevouB,  adj.  dainty,  E  165. 
Deya,  i.  dais,  platform,  the   high  table 

in  a  dining-hall.  A  370,  aaoo. 
Diodenie,  s.  diadem,  crown  of  an  em- 
1,14.7. 
—1,  ff.  as 

.     _    ith  tigureL. 

Dlcb,  I,  ditch,  A  3964. 

Dlcben.  V.  make  a  dyke  round,  U  708: 

fp.  provided  with  a  moal,  A  1BS8. 
Dlde,  Dldest :  see  Doon. 
Diets,  ].  diet,  daily  fbod,  A  435. 
piffomaolouii,  i.  debmation.  O  r3a4. 


Dlffame.  ger.  to  dishonour,  KF.  1581 ;  v. 

Sdown,  D  ana. 
olcloun,  I,  clear  exposition,  D  35. 
DlfBnlssbe,  fr.  s,  sHb/.   define,  B  5.  p 

Dli^tU,  adj.  definite,  final,  C  17a. 
DlRUBloutt.  s.  prolixity,  T.  iii.  396. 
Dltfye,  tfr.  I.  defy,  spurn.  D  i^. 
Dlf^n6,^/r.  define,  state  clearly,  5.  599; 

3;>r.«/.  conclude,  HF.344. 
Dlgreetlbls.  adj.  easy  to  be  digested,  A 

Dlg-hte.  V,  prepare.  L.  laBB;  prepare 
(hirasell).  L.  1000;  Dighte  me,  prepare 
myself  lo  go,  B  3104;  ordain,  place, 
T.  iv.  I18B;  lie  wilh.  D  767;  pt.  1.  njt, 
hastened,  betook  himself,  T,  ii.  948; 
lay  with,  D  398;  Dighl,  //.  arrayed, 
equipped.  T.  til.  1773;  served.  H  31a; 


irepared,  R.  941 ;  prepared  him  to  go, 

' Dighte,  pf.  pi.    prepared,   L> 

L.  S.  dihtaK  ;  from  Lai.  diilart. 


Dljtne,  flrfy.  worthy,  T.  1.419;  1. , 

noble,  8   II75,  C  605;  suitable,  B  7781 
proud,  disdaiiifiil,  A  517;   scornful,  re- 

Dtgnely,  a3v.  scornfully,  T.  ii.  IDI4. 

Dlsnltoe.  1.  worth,  dignity,  C  701,  783; 
rank.  E  470.  Dignity,  in  aslrolog]r, 
signifies  the  advantages  which  a  planet 
has  when  in  a  particular  position  in 
the  Eodiac,  or  in  a  particular  position 
with  regard  to  other  planets  (Bal1e;r). 

nllatacuiun,  j.  dilluseness.  B  333. 

DUus«,  I.  deluge,  I  839. 

Diet,  s.  stroke,  HF.  534. 

DlT«ot,  a^.  diiecledT  addreued,  18.  75: 
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in  dirgcte,  in  a  line  with,  A.  ii.  44.  26. 

A  planet's   motion    is    direct  when    it 

moves    in    the    same   direction  as  the 

sun  in  the  zodiac. 
Directe,  i  pr.  s.  address.  T.  v.  1856. 
Disavaunce,  v.  defeat,  T.  ii.  511. 
Disa venture,  s.  misfortune,  T.  ii.  41s. 
Dlsblameth,   imp.  pi.   free   (me)   from 

blame,  T.  ii.  17. 
Disceyvingr,  j.  deception,  R.  1590. 
Dischevele,  adj.  with  (his)  hair  hanging 

loosely  down,  A  683;  with  hair  in  dis- 
order, L.  1315. 
Disciplyne,    s.  bodily    mortification,    I 

1052. 
Disclaundre,  s.  reproach,  T.   iv.  564; 

slander,  I  623. 
Disconflture,  s.  defeat,  A  1008;  grief, 

7.  326. 
Disconfort,  s.  discouragement,  discom- 
fort, A  2010;  grief,  woe,  T.  iv.  311. 
Disconforten,  v.  discourage,  A  2704. 
Discordable,  discordant,  T.  iii.  1753. 
Discordances,  s.  pi.  discords,  I  275. 
Discorden,  pr.  pi.  disagree,  B  4.  p  6. 

208. 
Discordingre,  adj.  different,  B  3.  p  2. 140. 

(Lat.  dissidenies.) 
Discovered,  pp.  revealed,  G  1468. 
Discovert,  pp.  uncovered;  at  d.,  when 

unprotected,  I  714. 
Discry  ve,z/.  describe,  T.  v.  267 ;  Discreven, 

V.  T.  iv.  802. 
Discure,  v.  reveal,  discover,  3.  549. 
Discussed,  pp.  discussed,  5.  624 ;  driven 

away,  B  i.  m  3.  i. 
Dlsdeyn,  s.  disdain,  R.  296. 
Disencreseth,  pr,  s.  decreases,  B  5.  p 

6.85. 
Disese,  s.    discomfort,   grief,  misery,  4. 

216,  277;  T.  ii.  987;  sorrow,  7.  226;  dis- 
pleasure, T.  ii.  147;  disease,  ill,  HF.  89; 

mconvenience,  I  609;   distress,  B  616; 

unrest,  F  1314. 
Disesen,  ^er.  to  trouble,  T.  iii.  1468 ;  v. 

vex,  T.  iv.  1304;  distress,  T.  i.  573. 
Disesperat,  adj.  without  hope,  HF.  2015. 
Disflgrurat,  adj.  disguised,  5.  222. 
Disfigrilre,  s.  disfigurement,  D  960. 
Disflertire,    v.   disguise,     L.    2046;  pp. 

changed,  A  1403. 
Disgrressioun,  digression,  T.  i.  143. 
Disgryse,  ger.  to  disguise,  T.  v.  1577. 
Disherited,  pp.   disinherited,   deprived, 

L.  1065. 
Dish-metes,  //.  spoon-meat,  broth,  I  455. 
Dishonest,  adj.  unfaithful,  H  214:  Dis- 

honeste,  shameful,  £  876. 


Disjoynt,  s.  failure,  A  2962;  drfficult 
position,  B  1601 ;  dot.  peril,  T.  iii.  496, 
v.  1618. 

Dismal,  s.  unlucky  day,  3.  1206. 

Dismembred, ;»/.//.  dismembered,  I  591. 

Dismembringre,  s.  dismembering,  I  591. 

Disobeysaunt,  adj.  disobedient,  ^.  429. 

Disordenaunce,  s.  violation  of  rules, 
HF.  27. 

Disparagre,  s.  disgrace,  £  908. 

Dispar&gre,  v.  dishonour,  A  4271;  //. 
misallied,  D  1069. 

Dispeire  yow,  imp.  pi.  despair,  E  1669, 

Dispence,  s.  expenditure,  expense,  A 
441;  what  I  spend,  D  1432;  cost,  B 
1 195;  lavish  help,  HF.  260;  Dispenses, 
pi.  expenses,  R.  1144. 

Dispende,  v.  spend,  B  3500;  pp.  spent, 
shared,  B  2560. 

Dispeyred,  adj.  despairing,  F  1084. 

Displtous,  adj.  spiteful,  R.  156;  T.  iiu 
1458;  grievous,  sad,  T.  v.  199;  Dis- 
pit6use,  voc.  pitiless,  T.  ii.  435;  def. 
fern,  cruel,  3.  624. 

D'ispltously,  a</z/.  angrily,  A  1134;  spite- 
fully. T.  V.  1806 ;  crueUy,  HF.  161. 

Displesant,  adj.  displeasing,  I544.  697. 

Displesaunce,  s.  displeasure,  T.  iii.  480; 
offence,  C  74 ;  Displesances,  //.  annoy- 
ances, C  420. 

Dispone,  imp.  s.  dispose,  T.  v.  300;  pr.  s. 
disposes,  orders,  regulates,  B  4.  p  6.  60. 

Disport,  s.  sport,  pleasantry,  A  117,  775 ; 
amusement,  diversioun,  D  839 ;  pleasure, 
B  143 ;  sport,  4.  177. 

Disporte,  ^er.  to  amuse,  HF.  571;  to 
exhilarate,  T.  ii.  1673;  v.  cheer,  T.  iii. 
1 133 ;  pr.pi.  sport,  play,  E  2040. 

Disposed,  pt.  s.  purposed,  £  244;  pp. 
disposed,  T.  ii.  682;  readv,  T.  iv.  230; 
7vei  d.j  in  good  health  (the  reverse  oif 
indisposed),  H  33. 

Disposicioun,  s.  disposal,  T.  ii.  526,  v.  2 ; 
position,  A  1087;  fi-ame  of  mind,  B 
2326. 

Dispoylingre,  s.  spoil,  B  4.  m  7.  32. 

Dispreisen,  ^^r.  to  disparage,  R.  1053 ; 
V.  blame,  B  2261 ;  pres.  pt.  depreciating, 
B  2741. 

Dispreisinge,  s.  blame,  I  497 ;  contempt, 
B  2876. 

Disputisoun,  s.  argument,  £  1474 ;  dis- 
pute. B  4428,  F  890. 

Dlspyt,  5.  despite,  scorn,  L.  1822;  dis- 
dain, HF.  1716;  vexation,  R.  1487;  in 
d.  of,  in  spite  of,  HF.  1668. 

Disserveth,  pr.  s.  deserves,  I  756. 

Dissever,  v.  part,  2.  115;  17.  15;  ger.  to 
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part,  G  875;   /^.  separated,  B  4.  p  3. 

19. 
Disseveraunce,  s.  severing,  B  3.  p  11. 64. 
Disshevele,  adf'.  with  hair  flowing  down, 

c.  235.    See  Dischevele. 
Dissimulen,  v.  dissimulate,  T.  i.  322,  iii. 

434- 

DissirQulingre.  s.  dissimulation,  dissem- 
bling, T.  V.  1613,  G  1073. 

Dlssimulour,  s.  dissembler.  B  4418. 

Disslaundred,  pp.  defamed,  L.  1031. 

Dissolveth,  pr.  s.  puts  an  end  to,  B  2. 

^P  3-  9a. 

Distantz,  adj.  pi.  distant ;  event  distantM, 
equidistant,  A.  i.  17.  52. 

Distempera\ince,  s.  inclemency,  I  421. 

Distempre,  adj.  distempered,  furious,  B 
4.  P  3-  125. 

Distempre,  v.  vex,  B  2426;  imp.  s.  be 
out  of  temper,  D  2195. 

Disteyne,  v.  stain,  bedim,  dull,  L.  255. 

Distingrwed,/^/.  distinguished,  B  2.  p  5. 7c. 

Dlstourbe,  v.  disturb,  T.  iv.  563;  (to) 
interfere  with,  T.  iv.  934;  prevent,  T.  iv. 
1 103.    See  Destourbe. 

Distreyne,  v.  constrain,  A  1816;  get 
into  his  grasp,  clutch.  20.  8;  imp.  s. 
constrain,  T.  v.  596 ;  Distreyneth,  pr,  s, 
secures,  clutches,  grasps,  5.  337 ;  afflicts, 
F  820;  pp.  misled,  T.  ii.  840;  assessed, 
taxed.  I  7^2. 

Disturbed,  pp.  altered.  T.  ii.  622. 

Distume,  v.  turn  aside,  T.  iii.  718. 

Ditee,  s.  ditty,  song,  B  3.  p  i.  2;  pL  HF. 
622.    See  Dyte. 

Diume,  adj.  diurnal,  E  1795. 

Divers,  adj.  diverse,  various,  3.  653 ;  dot, 
different,  2.  17. 

Diversely,  adv.  in  different  ways,  R. 
1629. 

Diversitee,  s.  variety,  T.  v.  1793. 

Divinlstre,  s.  theologian,  A  2811. 

Divisioun,  s.  distinction,  A  1781 ;  differ- 
ence, 10.  33 ;  0/  my  d.,  under  my  influ- 
ence, 4.  273. 

Divynailes,  //.  divinations,  I  605. 

Divynen,  v.  guess,  T.  iii.  458;  i  pr,  s. 
declare,  12.  19 ;  pres.  pt.  guessing,  A  2515. 

Divyningre,  s.  opinion,  A  2521. 

Divynls,  pi.  theologians,  A  1323. 

Divynour,   s.  seer,  soothsayer,  B  5.  p 

3-  149. 
Do ;  see  Doon. 

Doctour,  5.  doctor,  A  411;  (i.e.  St  Au- 
gustine), C  117;  theologian,  I  85;  //. 
teachers,  D  1648. 

Dogerel,  adj.  doggrel,  B  2115. 

Dogrge,  J.  dog,  D  1369,  E  2014. 


Dogrhter,  s.  daughter,  L.  114;  B  151; 
Doghtren,  pi.  L.  1963 ;  Doughtren,  //. 
T.  iv.  22. 

Doinges,//.  deeds,  L.  168 1. 

Doke,  J.  duck,  5.  498,  589 ;  A  3576. 

Dokke,  s.  dock  (plant),  T.  iv.  461. 

Dokked,  pp.  cut  short,  A  59a 

Dolve,  Dolven;  see  Delve. 

Domb,  adj.  dumb,  HF.  656. 

Domesday,  s.  doom's  day,  HF.  1284. 

Domesman,  s.  judge,  B  3680,  I  594. 

Dominacioun,  s.  power,  A  2758;  do- 
minion. C  560;  chief  influence,  F  352; 
supremacy,  H  181. 

Dominus ;  see  Corpus, 

Domus  Dedali,  the  labyrinth  of  Daedalus, 
HF.  1920. 

Don,  imp.  s.  don,  put  on,  T.  ii.  954. 

Don,  Done ;  see  JDoon. 

Dongr-carte,  s.  dung-cart,  B  4226. 

Dongreoun,  s.  keep-tower,  A  1057. 

Donne,  adj.  pi.  dun,  dusky,  T.  ii.  908; 
dun-coloured,  5.  334. 

Doom,  s.  judgement,  F  928;  opinion,  B 
3127;  sentence,  decision:  Air  d.,  the 
decision  passed  on  them.  5. 308 ;  Dome, 
da/,  opinion,  T.  i.  100;  judgement,  HF. 
1905 ;  C  637 ;  lo  my  </.,  in  my  opinion,  R. 
901 ;  stonde  to  the  d.,  abide  by  the  de- 
cision, 5.  546;  Domes,  pi.  judgements, 
A  323. 

Doon,  V.  do,  execute,  A  960;  do,  3.  194; 
act.  B  90;  cause,  B  3618 ;  doon  us  honge^ 
cause  us  to  be  hung,  C  790;  don  her 
companye^  accompany  her,  4.  125;  leet 
don  cryen,  caused  to  be  cried,  F  46 ;  Do, 
V.  cause,  T.  iv.  1683;  use,  B  2204;  fulfil, 
B  1653 ;  make,  3.  145;  do  werche,  cause 
to  be  built.  G  545 ;  Done.  ^er.  to  do,  T. 
i.  1026 ;  what  to  done,  what  is  to  be  done, 
3. 689 ;  for  to  done,  a  fit  thing  to  do.  I  62 ; 
to  be  done.  L.  1597 ;  Doon.^^r.  to  do.  A 
78,  768;  to  commit,  I  90;  to  cause,  R. 
1 178 :  to  force,  5.  221 ;  to  don,  from  doing, 
B  4.  p  6.  323 ;  Do.  ger.  to  make,  3.  1260 ; 
to  cause.  T.  ii.  1022;  to  commit.  I  129; 
Doost.  2  pr.  s.  makest,  C  312;  Dostow, 
doest  thou.  L.  315 ;  Dooth.  pr.  s.  causes. 
A  2396 ;  Doth.  pr.  s.  makes,  2. 7 ;  causes, 
6.  21;  Doth  forth,  continues,  E  1015; 
Doon,  pr.pl.  do.  A  268 ;  Do.  imp.  s.  make. 
H  12;  bring  (it)  about.  A  2405 ;  cause,  G 
32 ;  do  hange,  cause  meto  be  hung,  G 1029 ; 
do  fecche,  cause  to  be  fetched,  B  662 ;  do 
wey,  put  away,  lay  aside,  G  487;  take 
away.  A  3287 ;  do  stryken  hir  out,  cause 
her  to  be  struck  out,  D  1364 ;  do  come, 
cause  to  come,  B  2035 ;  Dooth,  imp.pl.  do 
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ye,  C  745, 1  105 ;  as  dooth,  pray  do,  F  458 ; 
Didest,  2  pt,  s.  didst,  T.  iii.  363 ;  Dide, 
pt.  s.  did,  3. 373 ;  caused,  R.  607 ;  put  on, 
B  2047;  dide  hem  drawe,  caused  to  be 
drawn,  B  1823 ;  dide  don  sleen,  caused  to 
be  slain,  caused  (men)  to  have  them 
slain  {sleen,  like  don^  is  in  the  infin. 
mood),  D  2042 ;  dide  of,  took  off,  3. 516 ; 
Dide,  pt.  s.  siibj.  should  do,  V  1404; 
Diden,  pt.  pi.  made,  22.  28 ;  pt.  pi.  subj. 
should  do,  L.  723;  Doon,  pp.  done, 
I.  54;  past,  ended,  3.  40;  doon  to  dethe, 
done  to  death,  L.  889;  doon  make, 
caused  to  be  made,  E  253;  hath  doon 
yow  kept,  has  caused  you  to  be  pre- 
served, E  1098 ;  doon  ther  write,  caused 
to  be  written  (or  described  there),  R. 
413 ;  don  to  dye,  done  to  death,  murdered, 
R.  1063 ;  Do,  pp.  done,  L.  957 ;  ended,  E 
2440. 

Dore,  s.  door,  R.  537,  A  550 ;  out  at  d.,  out 
of  doors,  D  1757,  H  306. 

Dormant,  s.  table  dormant,  a  permanent 
side-table,  A  353. 

Dorre,  Dorringr ;  see  Durre,  Durringr. 

Dorste ;  see  Dar. 

Dortour,  s.  dormitory,  D  1855. 

Doseyn,  s.  a  dozen.  A  578. 

Dossers,  pL  baskets  to  carry  on  the  back, 
HF.  1940. 

Dostow^,  doest  thou,  D  239. 

Dot£u:d,  adj.  foolish,  D  291. 

Dote,  V.  dote,  grow  foolish,  L.  261  a\ 
Doten,  act  foolishly,  G  983. 

Doth,  pr.  s.  causes,  R.  389 ;  Doth . . .  carie, 
causes  to  be  carried,  A  3410;  makes,  F 
1257 ;  imp.pl.  do  ve,  B  2785.   See  Doon. 

Double,  adj.  twofold,  4.  109;  deceitful, 
HF.  285. 

Doublenesse,  s.  duplicity,  7. 159 ;  9.  63. 

Doucet,  adj.  dulcet,  i.  e.  dulcet  (pipe), 
sweet-sounding  (pipe),  HF.  1221. 

Doug-hter,  s.  daughter.  T.  iii.  3 ;  Dough- 
tren,^/.  T.  iv.  22. 

Doumb,  adj.  dumb,  A  774. 

Doun,  s.  down,  soft  feathers,  9.  4c. 

Doun,  adv.  down.  F  323 ;  up  and  doun^  in 
all  directions,  in  all  ways.  B  53. 

Doune,  dat.  down,  hill,  B  1986. 

Dounere,  adv.  more  downward,  A.  ii.  ix 


22. 


Doun-rigrbt,  adv.  at  once,  H  228. 

Doun  ward,  adv.  outward,  southward,  A. 
ii.  40.  63. 

Doutance,  s,  doubt,  T.  iv.  963 ;  pL  per- 
plexities. T.  i.  200. 

Doute,  s.  doubt,  i.  25 ;  fear.  F  1096. 1  91 ; 
peril,  L.  1613;  suspense,  E  1721;  lack. 


T.  ii.  366 ;  out  ofdoute,  doubtless.  A  487 ; 
sans  d.,  without  doubt,  D  1838;  with- 
outen  d.,  certainly,  L.  383. 

Doutelees,  adv.  without  doubt,  certainly, 
T.  ii.  494;  A  1831. 

Douten,  v.  fear,  I  648 ;  pr.  s.  fears,  I  953 ; 
Douteth,  imp.pl.  fear,  T.  i.  683. 

Doutous,  adj.  doubtful,  T.  iv.  902. 

D'outremere.  adj.  from  beyond  the  seas, 
foreign,  imf>orted,  3.  253. 

Douve.  5.  dove,  5.  341 ;  pigeon,  C  397. 

Dowaire,  s.  dower,  E  848. 

Dowe,  ipr.  s.  grant,  give,  T.  v.  230. 

Dowve ;  see  Douve. 

Dradde ;  see  Drede. 

Draf,  s.  draff,  refuse  (of  com),  chaff,  I  35 ; 
L.  312  a. 

Draf-sek,  s.  sack  full  of '  draff,"  A  4206. 

DragTireB,  //.  digestive  sweetmeats.  A 
426  (in  MS.  Harl.  only;  other  MSS. 
have  drogges). 

Dragroun,  s.  dragon,  L.  1430. 1581 ;  tail 
of  the  dr.,  the  Dragon's  tail,  A.  ii.  4.  36 ; 
the  point  where  a  planet  (esp.  the  moon) 
passed  from  the  northern  to  the  southern 
side  of  the  ecliptic.  (The  opposite  node 
was  called  the  Dragon's  Head.) 

Drasty,  adj.  filthy,  worthless.  B  21 13, 2iaa 
Cf.  A.  S.  dresten,  dcerstan,  dregs. 

Drat,  pr.  s.  ^/ Drede. 

Draufirbt  (of  drink),  L.  2667;  move  at 
chess.  3.  682. 

Drawe,  v.  draw,  incline,  E  314 ;  dr,  him, 
withdraw  himself.  F  355 ;  bring  forward, 
R.  6;  V.  attract.  R.  1183;  recall,  A  2074; 
ger.  to  draw,  to  carry,  A  1416 ;  to  bring 
back,  I  239 ;  Draweth  along,  pr,  i.  pro- 
longs, B  I.  m  I.  32  (Lat.  protrahit) ;  pr, 
pi.  rejl.  withdraw  themselves,  F  252; 
Drough./>/.  s.  drew.  A  4304;  drew  along, 
T.  V.  1558 ;  reJl. drew himself,approachea, 
B  1710;  t>royf,pt.  s.  drew.  B  3293;  drew 
near,  D  993 ;  moved  (as  the  sun), 5. 490 ; 
hoisted,  L.  1563 ;  Drew,  //.  s.  attracted, 
3.  864;  drawe  to  record^  didst  bring  to 
witness,  16.  22 ;  Drowe,  pt.  pi.  drew,  R. 
1678;  Drawe,  pp.  drawn,  T.  iii.  674: 
pres.  part,  resorting.  B  1217. 

Drecche,  v.  be  tedious,  T.  ii.  1264 ;  ger. 
to  vex,  T.  ii.  1471 ;  2  pr.  pi.  tarry,  T.  iv. 
1446 ;  pp.  vexed,  troubled,  B  4077. 

Dreccmnge,  s.  prolonging,  I  1000; 
Drecching,  delsiy,  T.  iii.  853. 

Drede,  s.  dread,  fear,  A  1998 ;  uncertainty, 
17.  28 ;  doubt.  5.  52 ;  it  is  no  drede,  with- 
out doubt.  B  869.  E  1 155;  out  of  drede, 
without  doubt,  £  634;  pi,  fears,  T.  L 

463. 
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Drede,  v.  dread,  fear,  i.  76;  reji.  dread, 
A  660 ;  ^er.  to  be  dreaded,  to  be  feared, 
B  4253 ;  Drat,  pr.  s.  dreadeth,  dreads,  T. 
iii.  328 ;  Dredde,  i  p/.  s.  was  afraid,  T.  ii. 
482;  Dradde,  />/.  s.  feared,  B  3402; 
Dradde  him,  was  afraid,  B  3918;  Drad- 
den,^/.  p/.  G  15 ;  Drad.  pp.  E  69. 

Dredeles,  adj.  fearless,  B  3.  m  12.  11. 

Dredeles,  adv.  without  doubt,  certainly, 

3-  764- 
Dredfxil,  adj.  terrible,  B  3558;    fearful, 

timid,  L.  109;  cautious,  A  1479. 

Dredfully,  adv.  timidly,  T.  ii.  1128. 

Dreint,  -e ;  see  Drenchen. 

Dremed  me,  pi.  s.  I  dreamt,  R.  51. 

Dremingres,  p/.  dreams,  B  4280. 

Drenchen,  (i)  j^er.  to  drown,  A  3617; 
Drenche,  v.  drown,  HF.  205;  do  me 
drenche,  make  (men)  drown  me,  cause 
me  to  be  drowned,  £  2201 :  Drenchen  (2) 
V.  be  drowned,  A  3521 ;  be  overwhelmed, 
L.  2919;  pr.s.  swamps,  I  363;  Dreinte, 
pt.  s.  (i)  drowned,  3.  72;  Dreynte, //.  j. 
drowned,  I  839;  Dreynte,  pt,  s,  (2)  was 
drowned,  B  923 ;  Dreynte,  2  //.  pL  were 
drowned,  T.  iv.  930 ;  //.  pL  drowned,  F 
1378 ;  Drenched,  pp.  drowned,  L.  2178 ; 
Dreynt,  pp.  3.  148 ;  Dreynte,  pp.  as  def. 
adj.  drowned,  B  69 ;  pp.  pL  HF.  233. 

Drenching',  s.  drowning,  A  2456,  B  485. 

Drerinesse,  j.  sadness,  T.  i.  701. 

Drery,  adj,  sad,  £  514;  terrined,  L.  8ia 

Dresse,  v.  direct,  14. 3 ;  dispose,  get  ready, 
T.  ii.  71;  prepare,  E  1049;  set  in  order, 
A  106 ;  V,  rek,  address  oneself,  E  1007 ; 
direct  himself,  go,  A  3468 ;  direct  myself, 
R.  no;  address  himself,  direct  himself 
{or  perhaps,  mount).  T.  v.  37;  Dresse 
her.  settle  herself,  L.  804 ;  Uresse,  ger. 
to  direct,  B  2308 ;  ger.  reJl.  prepare  him- 
self, T.  V.  279 ;  prepare,  5.  88 ;  pt.  s.  reJl. 
raised  himself,  T.  iii.  71;  took  up  his 
station.  A  3358 ;  //>.  arrayed,  E  2361 ; 
prepared,  5.  665. 

Dreye,  adj.  dry,  A  3024 ;  as  s.,  5.  380. 

Dreyeth,  pr.  s.  dries  up,  drains,  I  848. 

Dreynt,  -e ;  see  Drenche. 

Drogreres,  pi.  drugs,  A  426. 

Drogrh :  see  Drawe. 

Drogrhte,  s.  drought,  A  2.  595, 

Dronkelewe,  adj.  addicted  to  drink,  B 
2383.  C  495.  D  2043. 

Drougrh.  pt.  s.  of  Drawe. 

Drougrhte,  s.  thirst  (j//j),  B  2.  p  7.  44. 

Drouped,  pt.  s.  were  draggled,  A  XC7. 

Drovy,  adj.  dirtv,  muddy,  I  816. 

Drow.  -e :  see  Drawe. 

Druerye,  %.  aflfection,  R.  844. 


DruGTflre,^^.  to  drudge,  A  X416. 
Drunken,  adJ,  causing  drunkenness,  5. 

181. 
Drye,  ger.  to  endure,  T.  v.  42 ;  v,  sufifer, 

endure,  4.  251. 
Dryve,  v.  drive,  F  183;  hasten,  D  1694; 

whirl  round,   lo.  46;  pass  away,  T.  v. 

394;    dryve  away,  pass    away,   C  628; 

Dryveth  forth,  pr,  s.  continues,  goes  on 

with,  T.  i.  1092 ;   Dryfth,  pr.  s.  impels, 

T.  V.  1332 ;  Dry ven  (the  day) ,  pr,  pi.  pass 

(the  day),  L.  2620;  Dr66f,//.  j.  drove, 

brought,  T.  v.  475;  incited,  T.  iii.  994; 

Drive,  jpp.  driven,  passed  away,  T.  v. 

389 ;  completed,  F  1230. 
Duetee,  s.  duty,  A  3060;  debt,  D  1391; 

sum  due,  D  1352. 
Dulcarnon,  s.  an  inexplicable  dilemma^ 

one's  wit's  end,  T.  iii.  931, 
Dulle,  ger.  to  feel  dull,  T.  ii.  1035 ;  makes 

dull,  stupefies,  G  1073,  "7a;  Dulled, />^. 

made  of  none  effect,  I  233. 
Dun,  adj.  swarthy,  R.   1213 ;  Donne,  pi, 

dusky,  T.  ii.  908 ;  dun-coloured,  5.  334. 
D\in,  s.  the  dun  horse,  H  5.    '  Dun  is  in 

the  mire '  is  the  name  of  an  old  rustic 

game. 
Dungreoun,  s.  keep-tower,  chief  castle,  L. 

^937. 

Dure,  v.  last,  endure,  A  2770 ;  remain,  A 

1236 ;  live,  T.  iv.  765 ;  continue,  F  836. 
Duresse,  s,  hardship,  T.  v.  399. 
Durre ,  ger,  to  dare  ( to  do ) ,  T.  v.  840.   See 

Durren  in  Stratmann ;  and  see  Dar. 
Durringr,    s.    daring,    bravery;    d,  don^ 

daring  to  do,  courage  to  execute,  T.  v. 

837. 
Durste ;  see  Dar. 

Dusked,  pt.  pi.  i^rew  dim,  A  2806. 

Dwale,  s.  soporific  drink,  A  4 161. 

Dwelle,  v.  remain,  A  1661 ;  tarry,  stay,  3. 
712;  ger.Xo  delay,  HF.  252;  Dwelled,/|Jl, 
dwelt,  A  1228 ;  imp.  s.  remain,  T.  iv.  1449. 

Dwellingres,  s.pl.  delays,  B  i.  m  i.  33 
(Lat.  moras). 

DvrynedtPp,  as  adJ,  dwindled,  R.  36a 

Dy,  say;  Je  vous  dy,  I  tell  vou.  D  1832^ 
1838. 

Dye,  v,  die,  2.  7  ',g^-  to  die,  B  114 ;  Dyde, 
//.  s,  died,  HF.  106,  380;  //.  s,  suiff, 
would  die,  D  965.    See  Deye. 

Dyen,  ger,  to  dye,  B  4648. 

Dyere,  s,  dyer,  A  362. 

Dyingre,  s.  death,  B  3073. 

Dyke,  v.  to  make  dikes  or  ditches,  A  536. 

Dys.  pi.  dice,  A  1238.    See  Dees. 

Dyte,  s.  ditty,  23.  16.    See  Ditee. 

D3rver8eth,/r.  s.  varies,  T.  iii.  1752. 
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E. 

Ebbe,  s.  low  water,  F  259. 

Ebben,  v.  ebb,  T.  iv.  1145. 

Ecclesiaste,  s.  minister.  A  708. 

Ech,  acij.  each,  A  39,  369. 

Echo,  V.  increase,  augment,  T.  i.  887,  iii. 
1^09;  ^<f/'.  enlarge,  add  to,  HF.  2065. 

Ecnines,  s,  pi.  sea-urchins,  B  3.  m  8.  ao 
(Lat.  echinis). 

EiChoon,  each  one,  L.  290;  A  2655; 
Echone,  ^/.  (?),  all,  every  one,  C  113. 

Eklifled,  pp.  built  up,  B  4.  p  6.  284. 

E!ek,  adv.  also,  eke,  moreover,  A  5,  41. 

Ejem,  s.  uncle,  T.  i.  1022.    A.  S.  earn, 

Eest,  adv.  eastward,  3.  88. 

Eet,  -e  ;  see  Ete. 

Effect,  J.  deed,  reality,  T.  i.  748;  result, 
HF.  s;  Theflfect  {/or  the  effect),  the 
sequel,  L.  622;  in  effect,  in  fact,  in 
reality,  in  practice,  A  319. 

Eft,  adv.  again.  A  1669;  another  time,  3. 
41. 

Eft-8one,  adv.  soon  after,  G  1288;  im- 
mediately afterwards,  I  89;  soon  after 
this.  H  65;  hereafter,  G  933;  again,  B 
909 ;  Eftsones,  adv.  very  soon,  L.  2322. 

Egral,  adj.  equal,  T.  iii.  137. 

Egral,  adv.  equally,  T.  iv.  660. 

Egralltee,  s.  equality,  I  949. 

Eg>aly,  adv.  equably,  B  2.  p  4.  141;  im- 
partially, B  5.  p  3.  142. 

EfiTfifO,  s.  edge,  sharp  side,  T.  iv.  927 ;  sword, 
9.  19. 

Eerffeth,  pr,  s.  incites,  R.  182. 

Bfirerement,  s.  instigation,  incitement,  B 
842. 

Eereringr,  s.  instigation,  E  2135. 

Egrle,  J.  eagle,  HF.  499. 

Egrre,  adj.  sharp,  sour,  R.  217;  bitter,  B 
2367;  keen,  I  117. 

Eerremoine,  s.  agrimony,  G  800. 

Egrren,  v.  incite  (lit.  maike  eager),  B  4. 
P  6.  335. 

Eigrbte,  eighth,  F  1280. 

Ejigrhtetene,  eighteen,  A  3223. 

Eigrbtetetbe,  ord.  adj.  eighteenth,  B  5. 

Elr,  s.  air,  A  1246,  3473. 

Eisel,  s.  vinegar,  R.  217. 

£<kko,  s.  echo,  E  1189. 

Elde,  s.  old  age,  age,  T.  ii.  393,  399;  long 
lapse  of  time,  7.  12. 

Elde,  V.  grow  old,  R.  396;  pr.  s.  ages, 
makes  old,  R.  391. 

Elder,  adj.  older,  B  1720,  3450. 

Elder-fader,  s.  grandfather,  B  2.  p  4. 

50- 
Eldres,  //.  ancestors.  B  3388. 


Eleccioun,  s.  choice,  5. 409, 621 ;  electioR 

(in  astrology),  B  312. 
Elengre,  adj.  miserable,  B  1412,  D  1199. 
Elevat,  pp.  elevated,  A.  ii.  23.  29. 
Elf-Queen,  j.  fairy-queen.  B  1978,  D  860. 
EUebor,  s.  hellebore,  HelUborus  niger,  B 

4154. 
Elles,  adv.  else,  otherwise.  3.  997;   elles 

god  forbede,  God   forbid  it  should  be 

otherwise,  G  1046. 
Elongracloun,  s.  angular  distance,  A.  ii. 

25.  66. 
Elvish,  adj,  elvish,  i.  e.  absent  in  demea- 
nour, B  1893;  foolish,  G7SI,  842. 
EiXnbassadrye,  s.  embassy,  negociation, 

B233. 
Embaume,    v.   embalm.    L.    676;    pp, 

covered  with  balm,  R.  1663. 
Embelif,  adj.  oblique,  A.  i.  ao.  3;   (as 

applied  to  angles)  acute,  A.  ii.  26.  39. 

See  the  New  E.  Diet. 
Eznbellsed,  pp.  beautified,  B  2.  p  5.  75. 
Exnbosed,  pp.  plunged  deeply  into  the 

thicket,  quite  hidden.  3.  353. 
Exnbracingre,  s.  embrace,  I  944. 
Embrouded, /^.  embroidered,  adorned, 

A  89. 
Embroudingre,  s.  embroidery,  1 417; 
Emb\idshementB,//.ambuscades,B2509. 
Emeraude,  s.  emerald,  B  1799. 
Ernes,  gen.  uncle's,  T.  ii.  466.    See  Eem. 
Emforth,  prep,  as  isLx  as  extends,  to  the 

extent  of,  A  2235.    Em-  is  from  A.  S. 

emn,  for  e/en,  even. 
Emisperies,  j.//.  hemispheres,  A.  i.  18.9. 
Empeireden,  pt.  pi.  made  worse,  B  2209. 
Emplastre,  ^  pr.pl.  plaster  over,  bedaub, 

E  2207. 
Empoisoned,  pp.  poisoned,  B  2519,  385a 
Exnpoisoningr,  s.  poisoning,  C  891. 
Empoysoner,  s.  poisoner.  C  894. 
Emprentiner,  s.  impression,  F  834, 
Emprinteth,  imp.pl.  impress,  E  1193; 

Emprented,/^  imprinted,  F  831;  taken 

an  impression  of,  £  21x7. 
Empryse,  s.  enterprise,  undertaking,  L. 

617,  1452. 
Empte,  v.  empty,  make  empty,  G  741; 

pp.  as  adj.  exhausted,  B  i.  p  i.  xo ;  worn 

out,  shrunken  (Lat.  effeto),  B  i.  m  i.  20. 
Ehibasshinero,  s.  bewilderment,  amaze- 
ment, B  4.  p  I.  43. 
Enbatailled,  adj.  embattled,  R.  139. 
Enbibingr,  s.  absorption,  G  814. 
Bnbrace,  v.  embrace,  hold  firmly,  21.  xi ; 

Enbraced,//.  surrounded,  T.  v.  x8x6. 
ESnbrouden,  v.  embroider,  L.  2351 ;  pp, 

L.  119,  227. 
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Bncens,  s.  incense,  A  3429. 

Bncense,  v.  to  offer  incense,  G  395,  413. 

Enchantours,  pi.  wizards,  I  603. 

Enchaufeth,  pr.  s.  bums,  B  5.  m  3. 19. 

Enchavinten,  v.  enchant,  T.  iv.  1395. 

Bnchesoun,  s.  occasion,  reason,  B  2783 ; 
cause,  T.  i.  681. 

Enclos.  pp.  enclosed,  R.  138,  1652. 

Enclyningr,  s.  inclination,  HF.  734. 

EncoxnberouB,  aJj.  cumbersome,  op- 
pressive, burdensome,  18.  42;  HF.  862. 

Encombraunce,  J.  encumbrance.  E  1960. 

Bncombre,  v.  encumber,  L.  2006;  pp. 
endangfrcd,  stuck  fast,  A  508;  ham- 
pered, R.  889 ;  hindered,  I  687 ;  embar- 
rassed, weary,  A  718. 

Encorporingr,  s.  incorporation,  G  815. 

Encrees,  j.  increase,  A  2184. 

Encrese,  v.  increase,  2.  103;  Encressed, 
pp.  E  4oiB ;  enriched,  B  1271. 

Endeunaeren.  v.  harm,  B  i.  p  4.  91 ;  pp. 
compromised,  B  i.  p  i.  73. 

Ende,  s.  end,  A  15;  purpose,  B  481; 
point,  R.  973. 

Ended,  pp.  finite,  B  2.  p  7.  113. 

Endelees,  adj.  infinite,  H  322. 

En^elong',  adv.  all  along,  A  2678 ;  length- 
ways, A  199 1. 

Endelong*,  pr^p.  all  along,  F  992 ;  along, 
L.  1498 ;  down  along,  F  416. 

Endentinere,  s.  indentation,  I  417.  En- 
d^nted  or  Indented  is  an  heraldic  term, 
signifying  notched  with  regular  and 
eoual  indentations. 

Endere,  s.  cause  of  the  end,  A  2776;  i.  e. 
who  dost  end,  C  218. 

Endetted,  pp.  indebted,  G  734. 

Endingr-day,  s.  death-day,  18.  55. 

Enditements,  s.  pi.  indictments,  I  800. 

Endlangr,  adv.  along,  lengthways.  See 
Endelongr. 

Endouted,  pp.  feared  (with  me),  R. 
1664. 

Endyte,  v.  write,  dictate,  A  95,  325 ;  en- 
dite,  compose,  write,  L.  414,  2356;  re- 
late, G  80 ;  tell,  L.  1678 ;  indict,  B  3858 ; 
pp.  related,  B  3170. 

Endytingr,  s.  composing,  18.  77 ;  pi.  com- 
positions, I  1085. 

Enfamyned,  pp.  starved,  L.  2429. 

Enfecteth,  pr.  s,  infects,  L.  3242. 

Enforcen,  p-er.  to  enforce,  B  2233; 
strengthen  (your  position) ,  D  040 ;  i  /r. 
s.  refi.  insist,  T.  iv.  1016 ;  Enforcen,  pr, 
pi.  gain  strength,  B  2355;  imp.  s.  en- 
deavour, B  2237. 

Enformed,  pp.  informed.  E  738,  F  335; 
instructed,  I  658. 


Enforttkned,  //.  s,  endowed  with  powers, 
4.259. 

Engrendre,  v.  procreate,  B  3148;  pro- 
duce, B.  2582 ;  V.  beget,  E  1272 ;  pr.  pi, 
are  produced,  B  41 13. 

Engrendringre,  s.  product,  B  2580. 

£!ngrendrure,  s.  procreation,  B  3137; 
begetting,  5.  306;  generation,  D  128, 
134;  progeny,  offspring,  I  621;  frater- 
nity. I  375. 

Ejngrlish,  s.  power  of  expression  in  Eng- 
lish, L.  66. 

Bngrregrgren,  pr.pl.  burden,  I  979. 

Engryn,  s.  contrivance,  T.  iii.  274 ;  device, 
R.  511 ;  machine,  F  184;  skill,  HF.  528. 

Engryned,  pp.  tortured,  racked,  B  4250. 

Enhabit,  pp.  devoted,  T.  iv.  443. 

Enhauncen,  v.  raise,  A  1434;  ^er.  to 
exalt,  I  614 ;  Enhaunceth,  pr.  s.  elevates, 
I  730 ;  //.  J.  raised,  B  2291 ;  //.  promoted, 
L.  141 1. 

Enhaused,  fp.  elevated,  lifted  above 
(the  horizon),  A.  ii.  26.  37. 

Enhausingr,  s.  elevation,  A.  ii.  39.  26. 

Bnhorte,  ^er.  to  exhort,  A  2851. 

Einlaceth,  pr.  s.  entangles,  B  i.  m  4. 
23 ;  pp.  involved,  made  intricate,  B  3.  p 
8.  6. 

Enliimine,  v.  illumine,  I  244;  //.  j.  E 

Bnlutingr,  s.  securing  with  '  lute,'  daubing 
with  clay,  &c.,  to  exclude  air,  G  766. 

Enoynt,  //.  anointed,  A  2961. 

Enpeiren,  v.  injure,  B  4.  p  3.  56. 

Enpoysoningre,  s.  poisoning,  B  i.  p  3. 59. 

Enprented,  pp.  imprinted,  E  2178. 

Enpresse,  v.  make  an  impression  on, 
21.  8. 

Enquere,  v.  enquire,  A  3166;  search 
into,  B  629. 

Enqueringre,  s.  inquiry,  B  888. 

Ensaxnple,  s.  example,  A  496,  505;  pat- 
tern, 3.  911 ;  warning,  R.  1539;  instance, 
R.  1584;  in  e.,  to  signify,  A.  i.  21.  41; 
pi.  examples,  F  1419 ;  cases,  A  2842. 

Ensaumpler,  s.  prototype,  B  3.  m  9. 17. 

Enseigrne,  s.  ensign,  standard,  R.  120a 

Enseled,  jM.  sealed  up,  T.  v.  151 ;  fiilly 
granted,  T.  iv.  559. 

Entfidle,  s.  cutting,  intaglio-work,  R.  1081 ; 
Entayle,  shape,  description,  R.  162. 

Entaile,  v.  carve,  R.  609 ;  pp.  R.  14a 

Entalenten,  pr.  pi.  stimulate,  B  5.  p  5. 6. 

Elntaxne,  v.  re-open  (lit.  cut  into),  i.  79. 
O.  F.  eniamer, 

Enteccheth,  pr.  s.  infects,  B  4.  p  3.  83 ; 
//.  endued  with  (good)  qualities,  T,  ▼. 
833.    O.  F.  enUchur,  entackier. 
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Bntencioun,  s.  intent,  C  408 ;  attention, 
T.  i.  5a;  design,  T.  i.  211. 

Bntende,  v.  attend,  T.  iii.  414;  give 
attention  to,  D  1478;  dispose  oneself, 
F  689;  ^er.  to  apply  oneself,  B  3498; 
to  aim  (after),  incline  (to),  T.  ii.  853; 
Entende,  i  pr,  s.  perceive,  T.  iv.  1649 ; 
attend,  R.  597 ;  pres.  part,  looking  in- 
tently, B  I.  p  2.  3. 

Entendexnent,  s.  perception,  HF.  983. 

Entente,  j.  intention,  intent,  A  958, 1000; 
design,  B  3835 ;  wish,  18.  68 ;  meaning, 
F  400,  959;  attention,  D  1374;  endeav- 
our, G  6 ;  feeling,  5.  532,  580 ;  mind,  B 
1740;  plan,  B  147,  206;  do  thyn  ^.,  give 
heed,  3.  752;  as  to  comun  e.,  in  plain 
language,  F  107. 

Bntenteden,  //.  pt.  gave  their  attention, 

L.  "55- 
Ententif,  Bntentyf,  adj.  attentive,  HF. 

1 120;   B  2205;   eager,  R.  685;   diligent, 

R.  436;    devoted,    R.   339;    careful,    E 

1288. 
Ententlfiy,  adv.  attentively,  HF.  616. 
Entermedled,  pp.  intermixed,  R.  906. 
Entraille,  s.  entrails,  B  1763;  inside,  E 

1 1 88. 
Entre,  ^er.  to  enter,  5.  147,  153.    In  A.  ii. 

44. 4,  entere  hit  =  set  down  in  writing. 
Bntrechatingreden,^/.  pi.  interchanged, 

exchanged,    T.    iii.     1369;    pp,    inter- 
changed, T.  iv.  1043. 
Bntrechauncrlnflres,   s.  pi.  mutations, 

B  I.  m  5.  38;  vicissitudes  (Lat  uices), 

B  2.  m  3.  20. 
Bntrecomtinen,   v.   intercommunicate, 

T.  iv.  1354. 
ESntrecomuninsre,  s.  interchange,  B  a. 

P  7-  63. 
Bntredited,  pp.  interdicted,  I  965. 
Entree,  entry,  entrance,  R.  517,  530,  538 ; 

pi.  entrances,  HF.  1^5. 
Bntrelaced,  pp.  intncate,  B  3.  p  13. 166. 
Bntremedled,  pp.   intermingled,    HF. 

2124. 
BntremeB,  s.  intervening  course,  5. 665, 

*EtUremets,     certaine     choice      aishes 

served   in   between   the   courses  of  a 

feast ; '  Cotgrave. 
Bntremette,  v.  rejl.  interfere,  D  834; 

Entremeten  (him),  meddle  with,  5.  civ, 

imp.  s.  take  part  (in),  meddle  (wmi), 

T.  i.  ioa6. 
Bntreparten,  ^er.  to  share,  T.  i.  592. 
Entreteden,  pt.  pi.  treated  of,  discussed, 

B2466. 
Bntryketh,  pr,  s.  hold  hs\  in  its  subtle 

grasp,  ensnares,  5.  403;   Entryked,  pp. 


entrapped,  R.  1642 ;  '  Intriquer,  to  intri- 
cate, involve ; '  Cotgrave. 

Entvine,  v.  intone,  tune,  T.  iv.  4. 

Entiines,  j.  //.  tunes,  3.  309. 

Entysingre,  s.  allurement,  I  353. 

Envenlmingre,  s.  poisonous  effect,  E 
2060;  poison,  I  854. 

Envenyme,  v.  infect,  D  474;  pp.  B  3314. 

Environingre,  s.  surface,  B  5.  m  4.  172; 
circumference,  B  4.  p  6.  85. 

Enviroun,  adv.  roundabout,  L.  300. 

Enviroune,  v.  encompass,  B  3.  m  9.  45 ; 
pres.  part,  skirting,  going  round,  R.  526. 

Env61uped,  pp.  enveloped,  involved,  C 

Envye,  s.  envy,  B  3584 ;  longing,  R.  1653 ; 
to  e.,  in  rivalry,  3.  173. 

Envye,  v.  vie,  strive,  3.  406;  vie  (with), 
HF.  1231. 

Envyned,  pp.  stored  with  wine,  A  342. 

Episicle,  s.  epicycle,  A.  ii.  35.  29.  A 
small  circle,  the  centre  of  which  moves 
along  the  circumference  of  a  larger  one. 

Bkiuacion,  s.  equal  partition,  A.  ii.  37. 
24;  Equacions,  pi,  equations,  F  1279; 
Et^uaciouns,  A.  ii.  36  (rubric) ;  calcu- 
lations, A.  i.  23.  5.  By  'equations  of 
houses'  is  meant  the  division  of  the 
sphere  into  twelve  e^ual  portions  (or 
'  nouses ') ,  for  astrological  purposes. 

EquaJes,  adj.  pi.  of  equal  length ;  houres 
equates,  hours  each  containing  sixty 
minutes,  A.  ii.  8.  3. 

Eqrdnoxial,  s.  equinoxial  circle,  B  4046. 

Br,  adv.  before,  formerly,  A  3789. 

Er,  cotij.  before,  A  1040,  1155;  er  that, 
before,  A  36. 

HSr.  prep.  l>efore,  C  892;  er  tho,  before 
then,  L.  1062 ;  er  now,  ere  now,  F  460. 

BSrbe,  s,  herb,  L.  109  a, 

Erbe  yve,  s.  herb  ive,  ground  ivy,  Ajuga 
Chamaepiiys,  B  4x56. 

Erber,  s.  arbour,  L.  07  a.    See  Herber. 

Birchedeken,  s,  archdeacon,  D  1300. 

Ere  (^drs),  j.  ear,  D  636;  at  ere,  m  (her) 
car,  T.  i.  106. 

Ere,  s.  ear  (of  com),  L.  76. 

*r®  (*ra),i^.  to  plough,  A  886;  >^.  HF. 
485.    A.  S.  erian, 

Brl,  s,  earl,  B  3597,  3646. 

Brme,  v,  feel  sad,  grieve,  3.  80;  C  31X 
A.  S.  earmiam,  yrman, 

Bmestful,  adj,  serious,  T.  ii  1727;    E 

"7$. 
Brratlk,  adj.  wandering,  T.  v.  iBxa. 

Brraunt,    adj,   arrant,   H   224;    errant, 

stray  (because  near  the  middle  of  the 

chess-board),  3. 66^ 
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Brrest,  a^.  s,  wanderest,  T.  iv.  30a. 

Brs,  s.  buttocks,  A  3734.    A.  S.  ears. 

Erst,  adv.  first,  at  first,  HF.  2075 ;  A  776; 
before,  16.  31;  aforetime,  R.  693;  ate., 
first,  for  the  first  time,  B  1884.  G  151; 
at  last,  T.  i.  842 :  e.  than,  before,  A  1566 ; 
ion^  e.  er,  long  first  before,  C  66x 

Erthes,  s,  p7.  lands,  countries,  B  i. 
m  5.  61. 

Bschaufen,  g^er.  to  bum;  pr.  s.  chafes, 
I  657 ;  pp.  heated,  I  546. 

Bschaunngre,  s.  heating,  I  537 ;  //.  en- 
kindlings,  I  916. 

Eschaungre,  s.  exchange,  A  378 ;  //.  in- 
terchangings.  HF.  697. 

Eechew,  adj.  averse,  I  971;  Eschu,  E 
1812. 

Eschewe,  v.  escape;  Eschue,  v.  avoid, 
T.  ii.  696;  A  3043;  shun,  G  4;  2pr.  pi, 
eschew,  avoid,  T.  i.  344;  Eschewed,/^. 
B  4528  ;  imp.  s.  T.  ii.  1018. 

Ese,  s.  ease,  E  217,  434;  amusement, 
delight,  A  768,  G  746;  do  yow  e.,  give 
you  pleasure,  6.  78;  ivel  at  e.,  fully  at 
ease,  T.  ii.  750. 

Ese,  V.  ease,  3.  556;  relieve,  L.  1704;  give 
ease  (to),  R.  316;  Esen,^^.to  entertain, 
A  2194 ;  pp.  entertained,  A  29. 

Esement,  s.  benefit,  A  4179, 4186. 

Espace,  s.  space  of  time,  B  2219. 

Especes,  s.pl.  kinds,  varieties  (of  sin),  I 
448. 

Espiaille,  s.  sets  of  spies,  B  3509,  D  1323. 

Eepye,  s.  spy,  T.  ii.  1113. 

Bspye,  ^er.  to  observe,  R.  795 ;  v,  per- 
ceive, HF.  706;  enquire  about,  B  z8o; 
look  about,  L.  858. 

Essoyne,  s,  excuse,  I  idd.  Mod.  E.  essotn. 

Est,  s.  east,  B  397,  493, 3657. 

Bstableth,  pr,  s,  settles,  causes,  B  4.  p 

4-Si- 
Estat,  s,  state,  condition,  L.  Z35;  rank, 

T.  V.  I02V.   position,  E  1969;   Estaat, 

state,  condition,  rank,  B  973, 3593,  3647; 

way,  E  610 ;  term  of  office,  D  3018. 
Bstatlloh,  adf,  stately,  dignified,  A  140; 

suitable  to  one's  estate,  B  3903. 
Bstatuts,  s,  ordinances,  B  2.  p  i.  48. 
Estraunfire,  adj,  strange,  T.  i.  Z084. 
Eetres,  ft.   inward   parts,   recesses   (of 

a  buildm^),  L.  1715;  A  1971;  recesses, 

R.  1448 ;  mterior,  A  4995. 
Bey,  adJ,  easy,  A  333 ;  moderate,  A  441 ; 

gentle,  5.  38X 
Bte,  V,  eat,  A  947 ;  Et,/r.  s,  eats,  L.  1389 ; 

Eet,  pi,  s.  ate,  T.  v.  1439;  A  9048,  3421 ; 

Eete, /A  pi,  ate,  9.  iz;  Ete,  pt.  pL  3. 

433 ;  Eten,/^.  eaten,  A  435Z. 


Eteme,  adh',  eternal,    A  ZZ09,  Z990;  s, 

eternity,  T,  iv.  978. 
Ethe,  adj.  easy,  T.  v.  850, 
Etik,  the  Ethics  of  Aristotle,  L.  z66. 
Evangryle,  s.  gospel,  R.  445 ;  //.  B  666. 
Even,  adj.  even,  equal,  same,  HF.  zo; 

exact,  R.  1350. 
Even,    adv.   exactly,  3.  441;  evenly,   D 

2249;  regularly,  R.  52i5;  Evene  joynant, 

closely    adjoining,    A    1060;    /ui  even, 

actually,  3.  1329. 
Evene-crlatene,   s.   fellow-Christian.    I 

395.  8oq. 
Even-lyk,  adj.  similar,  B  ^.  p  x  25. 
Ever,  adv.  ever,  always,  A  50,  &c ;  Ever 

in    oon,  always    alike,    continually,   T. 

v.  451 ;  incessantly,  A  177Z. 
Everich,  each,  A   1186;   every,  A  241; 

each  one,  A  371;   every  one,  E  1017; 

e.  0/  hem,  either  of  the  two,  B  1004; 

Everich  other,  each  other,  7.  53. 
Everichoon,  every  one,  A  31,  747 ;  each 

one,  L.  2567 ;  Everichone,  pi,  each  one 

(of  us),  HF.  337;  each  of  them  all,  all 

of  them,  T.  iii.  4x2. 
Ever-zno,  adv,    for   ever,    always,  con- 
tinually, L.  12^9,  203s,  2634. 
Everydeel,  adv.  every  whit,  A  368,  D  z63 ; 

altogether,  A  3303. 
Evidently,  adv.  by  observation,  A.  ii.  33, 

rubric. 
E"W,  s.  yew-tree,  A  3933 ;  {coliectiveiy)  yew- 

trees,  R.  1385. 
Ezaltacioiin,  s.  (astrological)  exaltation, 

D  703,  E  3324. 
Ezaltat,  as  pp.  exalted,  D  704. 
Exametron,  s,  a  hexameter,  B  3Z69. 
Excuaaecloiin,  j.false  excuse,  1 680 ;  plea, 

I  164. 
Excuse,  s, ;  /or  my»  e,,  in  my  excuse,  7. 

305. 
Bxecuteth,  pr,  s,  performs,  A  Z664 ;  Exe- 

cut,  pp.  executed,  T .  iii.  623. 
Bxecutour,  s.  executant,  D  30Z0. 
Bxecutrice,  s,  causer,  T.  iii.  6x7. 
Exercltacloun,  s,  exercise,  B  4.  p  6. 998. 
Existence,  s,  reality,  HF.  366. 
Bxorsisaclouns,  pi.  exorcisms,  spells  to 

raise  spirits,  HF.  Z363. 
Bxpans,  adJ,  (calculated)  separately,  F. 

X275.    See  Anni  expanH, 
Bxpoiine,  v,  explain,  B  3398,  G  86;  Ex- 

pouned,//.  J.  B  3346,  3399. 
Bxpres,  adJ,  expressed,  made  clear,  D 

1169. 
Bxpres,  adv,  expressly,  C  z8a,  D  7Z9. 
BxpreBse,/^.  to  declare,  Z7. 5 ;  v,  relate^ 

CZ05. 
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Expulsif ,  adj.  expellent,  A  2749. 

Extenden,  /r.  />/.  an,*  extended,  B  461. 

Extree,  s.  axle-tree,  A.  i.  14.  2. 

By,  s.  egg.  B  4035.  G  806. 

Ey,  in/erj.  eh !  T.  ii.  128 ;  alas !  T.  iv.  1087 ; 
whiit !  C  782. 

Eye,  J.  eye;  at  eye,  evidently,  L.  100; 
Es^n,  pi.  eyes,  i.  10^ ;  Ey  en  sight,  eye- 
sight, D  2060.    See  xe. 

Eyed,  adj.  endowed  with  eyes,  T.  iv.  1459. 

Eyle,  V.  ail,  A  3424. 

Eyr,  s.  air,  HF.  954 ;  L.  1482 ;  Eir,  A  1246, 
3473 ;  Eyre.  dat.  air,  gas,  G  767. 

Eyr,  s.  heir,  L.  1598,  18 19. 

Eyrish,  adj.  of  the  air,  aerial,  HF.  932, 965. 

Eyse,  5.  ease,  D  2101.    See  Else. 

P. 

Face,  s.  face,  A  199. 458 ;  a  technical  term 
in  astrology,  signifying  the  third  part 
of  a  sign  (of  the  zodiac) ,  ten  degrees  in 
extent,  F  50,  1288. 

Facound,  adj.  eloquent,  5.  521. 

Facounde,  s.  eloquence,  fluency,  3.  926 ; 
C  50. 

Facultee,  s.  capacity,  authority,  or  dis- 
position, A  244;  branch  of  study,  HF. 
248. 

Fade,  adj.  faded,  R.  311. 

Fader,  s.  father,  A  100 ;  Fader,  gen.  A 
781 ;  fader  day,  father's  time,  B  3374 ; 
fader  kin,  father's  race,  ancestry,  G  829 ; 
pi.  ancestors,  E  61 ;  originators,  B  129. 

Padme,  pi.  fathoms,  A  2916. 

Fadres-in-lawe,//.  parents-in-law,  B  2. 

P  3-  42- 
Faile,    $,    failure;    withouten  f,  without 

fail.  2.  48  ;  sans  faille^  B  501. 

Fallen,  v.  fail,  grow  dim,  5.  85 ;  pres.part. 
failing,  remote,  A.  ii.  4.  30. 

Fair,  adj.  fine,  D  2253 ;  good,  excellent,  A 
154;  a  fair,  a  good  one,  A  165;  as  s.,  a 
fair  thing,  excellent  thing  (sarcasti- 
cally), T.  iii.  850;  voc.O  fair  onel  HF. 
518 ;  //.  A  234;  clean,  R.  571 ;  specious, 

R.  437. 
Falre,  adv.  fairly,  R.  774,  798;  honestly, 

A  539;  courteously,  R.  592;  clearly,  D 

X142;  prosperously,  L.  186,  277. 
Falre.  s.  fair,  market,  B  1515. 
Falre  Rewthelees,  Fair  unpitying  One, 

La  Belle  Dame  sans  Merci,  6.  31. 
Falmesse,  s.  beauty,  A  1098;  honesty  of 

life,  A  519. 
Falr-Semblaiint,  Fair-show,  R.  963. 
Faldlngr,  s.  a  sort  of  coarse  cloth.  A  391, 

3212. 


Fallen,  v.  happen,  T.  iv.  976;  light,  E 
126 ;  suit,  E  259 ;  prosper,  L.  186 ;  pr.  s. 
subi.  may  befall,  R.  798 ;  impers.  may  it 
befall,  L.  277 ;  pr.  s,  comes  as  by  acci- 
dent, 6.  s\  comes,  3.  706;  suffers  de- 
pression (an  astrological  term),  D  702, 
705;  Fallcs,/r.  s.  (Northern  form),  falls, 
A  4042;  belongs,  3.  257;  Fallen, /r.//. 
happen,  come  to  pass,  R.  20 ;  Fel,  i  //.  s. 
fell,  2.  15;  Fil,  //.  s.  fell,  A  84^;  hap- 
pened, L.  589, 1 162;  was  fitting,  L.  2474 ; 
yf/  on  slepe,  fell  asleep,  HF,  114;  Jil  of 
hts  accord,  agreed  with  him,  F  741;  as 
fer  as  resonfil,  as  far  as  reason  extendi;d, 
F  570 ;  Fille,  i  //.  pi.  fell,  became,  D 
812;  Fillen,  //.  pi.  fell,  B  3183,  3620; 
YiWc, pt.pl.  HF.  1659  ;///<?  in  speche  = 
fell  to  talking,  F  964;  Falle,  pp.  fallen, 
L.  1726,  1826;  hapf>ened,  A  324;  acci- 
dentally placed,  F  684;  Falling,  pres. 
pt.  felling,  causing  to  fall,  T.  ii.  1382, 

Fals,  adj.  false,  3.  618 ;  false  get,  cheating 
contrivance,  G  1277 ;  voc.  B  4416. 

Falsen,  v.  falsify,  A  3175 ;  deceive,  L,  1640 ; 
betray,  T.  v.  1845;  False,  v.  be  untrue 
to,  3.  1234;  //.  felsified,  broken  (faith), 
F  627. 

Falwe,  adj.  fallow,  yellowish,  HF.  1936 ; 
A  1364. 

Falwes,  pi.  fallow-ground,  D  656. 

Fame,  s.  notoriety,  A  3148;  rumour,  L. 
1242;  good  report,  E  418;  Fames,  //. 
rumours,  HF.  1292. 

Familer,  s.  familiar  friend,  B  4,  p  6.  355. 

Famuller,  adj.  familiar,  at  home,  A  215, 
B  1221 ;  of  one's  own  household,  E  1784 ; 
Faniulere,  affable,  L.  1606. 

Fan.  s.  vane,  quintain,  H  42. 

Fanne,  s.  fan,  A  3315. 

Fantastyk,  adj.  belonging  to  the  fancy, 
A  1376.  Used  with  reference  to  the 
portion  of  the  brain  in  the  front  of  the 
head. 

Fantasye,  s.  fancy,  HF.  593;  delight,  A 
3191 ;  imagining,  HF.  992;  fancy,  pleas- 
ure, D  190 ;  imagination,  A  3835,  3840 : 
imaginary  object,  9.  51;  desire,  will,  B 
3475;  Fantasyes,  pi.  ^ncies,  F  205; 
wishes.  B  3465. 

Fant6ine,  s.  phantasm,  delusion,  B  1037. 

Farced,  pp.  stuffed,  L.  1373. 

Fare,  s,  behaviour,  conduct,  A  1809,  B 
1453 '•  condition,  2.  62;  good  speed,  HF. 
682;  business,  goings-on,  T.  iii.  1106; 
bustle,  ado,  HF.  1065 ;  company,  T.  iii. 
605 ;  evelfare,  ill  hap,  2.  62. 

Faren,  v.  behave.  T.  iv.  1087 ;  doth  fare, 
causes  to  behave  or  feel,  T.  1.  626 ;  Fare, 
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^^.  to  go,  travel,  T.  v.  21,  279;  to  pro- 
ceed. A  2435 ;  Fare,  i  pr.  s.  go.  G  733 ;  it 
is  with  me  (thus),  7.  320;  am,  B  1676; 
Farest,  2  pr.  s.  actt-st.  5.  w;  art,  HF. 
887 ;  Fareth,  pr.  s.  acts,  D  1088 ;  is,  3. 
113 ;  happens,  HF.  271 ;  i  pr.  pi.  live,  G 
662;  2  pr.  pi.  behave,  D  852;  pr.  pi. 
seem,  I  414;  Fiire,  pr.  s.  subj.  may  fare, 
F  1579 ;  Ferde,  i  pt.  s.  fared,  T.  ii.  ioo6 ; 
felt,""3.  99,  785  ;  was  placed,  5.  152 ;  pt.  s. 
behaved,  A  1372;  happened,  T.  i.  225; 
was,  R.  876 ;  seemed,  R.  249 ;  went  on, 
HF.  1522:  Ferden,  //.  pi.  behaved,  A 
1647 ;  Ferde,  pt.  s.  subj.  should  fare,  R. 
271 ;  Faren,  pp.  fared,  T.  v.  466 ;  D  1773 ; 
gone,  B  4069 ;  Fare,  //.  fared,  D  1782, 
gone,  A  2436;  walked,  L.  2209;  Ferd. 
//.  fared,  T.  iv.  1094;  Faringe,  ^/r.r.//. 
as  adj. :  btst  /.,  best  looking,  fairest  of 
behaviour,  F  932;  /  aright,  prosF>er,  T. 
i.  878;  farwel,  farewell,  B  116;  Fareth, 
imp.  pi.  f Are,  E  1688;  /.  wel,  farewell,  T. 
V.  1412. 

Fare-cart,  s.  travelling  cart,  T.  v.  1162. 

Fare-wel.  //tterj.  it  is  all  over!  F  1204,  G 
907 ;  go  fat  eivil,  be  lost  sight  of,  A.  ii.  23. 
12. 

Parsed,  pp.  stuffed,  A  233. 

Fasoun,  s.  fashion,  appearance,  R.  708; 
shape,  R.  551. 

Fast,  s.  f.isimg,  T.  v.  370. 

Fast,  mij.  firm,  7.  313. 

Faste,  adv.  closely,  R.  1346;  close,  near, 
A  1478;  tight.  R.  431;  fast,  quickly,  T. 
i.  748;  as /.,  very  quickly,  G  1235;  hard, 
soundly,  5.  94;  intently,  eagerly,  R. 
793 ;  faste  by,  near  10,  A  1476 ;  faste  by^ 
close  at  hand,  3.  369. 

Faster,  adv.  closer.  B  3722. 

Fatte,  V.  fatten,  D  1880. 

Faucon,  s.  falcon,  F  411,  424. 

Fauconers,  s.pl.  falconers,  F  1196. 

Fauned,  //.  s.  fawned  on,  3.  389. 

Faunes,  pi.  Fauns,  A  2928. 

Fawe,  adj.  fain,  glad,  D  220. 

Fawe.  tidv.  fain,  anxiously,  T.  iv.  887. 

Fay.  s.  ■  see  Fey. 

Fayerye.  s.  troop  of  fairies,  E  2039; 
troops  of  fairies.  D  859;  enchantment, 
E  1743;  Fairye,  fairy-land,  F  96;  en- 
chantment. F  201 ;  pi.  fairies,  D  872. 

Fayn,  adj.  glad,  L.  130, 1137 ;  fond,  R.  1376. 

Fayn,  adv.  glatlly,  A  766;  wolde  f, 
wotild  be  glad  to,  E  696. 

Feblesse,  v.  weakness,  T.  ii.  863;  I  1074. 

Fecchea,  pi.  vetches,  T.  iii.  936. 

Fecchen,  g^r.  to  fetch,  T.  v.  485;  gerAo 
fetch,  to  be  brought  (i.  c.  absent),  T.  iii. 


609;    Fette,  2  pt.  s.  didst  fetch,  T.  iii. 

723 ;  //.  s.  fetched,  L,  676 ;  brought.  T. 

v.  852 ;  pt.  pi.  B  2041 ;  Fet,  pp.  fetched, 

A  2527 ;  brought,  A  819 ;  brought  home, 

D  217. 
FecchinfiT,  s.  fetching,  rape,  T.  v.  890. 
Fedde,  //.  s.  fed,  A  146. 
Fee,  J.  reward,  pay,  7. 193 ;  Fee  simple,  an 

absolute  fee  or  fief,  not  clogged  with 

conditions.  A  319. 
Feeld,  s.  field,  A  886, 3032 ;  (in  an  heraldic 

sense) ,  B  3573. 
Feendly,  adj.  fiendlike,  devilish,  B  751. 

783. 
Feet,  s.  performance,  E  429.    Y^feat. 

Fettef  V.  enfeoff,  endow,  present,  T.  iii. 
901 ;  ger.  to  present,  T.  v.  1689;  pp.  en- 
feoffed, put  in  possession,  endowed,  E 
1698. 

Fel,  J.  skin,  T.  i.  91. 

Fel,  adj.  dreadful,  T.  v.  50 ;  cruel,  A  2630 ; 
deadly,  D  2002;  terrible,  B  2019;  Felle, 
voc.  cruel,  A  1559 ;  destructive,  T.  iv.  44. 

Felawe,  s.  companion,  comrade,  A  395, 
648. 

Felaweshipe,  s.  partnership,  A  1626; 
companionship,  B  2749 ;  company,  A  26. 

Felawshipeth,  pr.  s.  accompanies,  B  4. 
m  I.  12. 

Feld,  pp.  ^/ Felle. 

Feldefare,  s.  field-fare,  5. 364 ;  T.  iii.  861 ; 
farewel  f,  i.  e.  farewell,  and  a  good  rid- 
dance; because  fieldfares  depart  when 
the  warm  weather  comes. 

Felden,  pt.  pi.  <?/ Felle. 

Fele,  adj.  many,  R.  189 ;  E  917. 

Felen,  v.  feel,  experience,  L.  692;  Fele, 
understand  by  experiment,  HF.  826; 
try  to  find  out,  T.  ii.  387 ;  Felte,  i  pt.  s. 
4.  217;  Felede,  //.  s.  G  521;  Fe\ed, pp. 
perceived,  T.  iv.  984. 

Fele-folde,  adj.  manifold,  B  2.  p  i.  16. 

Felingr,  s.  affection,  3.  1172. 

Felle,//.  and  voc.  s.  ofVe\,  adj. 

Felle,  V.  fell,  A  1702 ;  Felden,//.//.  caused 
to  fall,  R.  911;  Feld,  //.  cut  down,  A 
2924. 

Fellen,  //.  //.  happened,  T.  i.  134.  See 
Fallen. 

Felliche,  adj.  bitingly,  severely,  B  2.  m 
3.  13. 

Felnesse,  s.  fierceness,  B  i.  m  6.  11. 

Felon,  adj.  angry,  T.  v.  199. 

Felonous,  adj.  fierce,  wicked,  B  i.  m  4. 
15;  mischievous,  1  438. 

Feionye,  s.  injustice.  B  4.  p  6. 278 ;  crime, 
A  1996;  treachery,  R.  165,  978;  //.  in- 
iquities, I  281. 
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Fexnele,  adj.  female,  D  123,  1  961. 
Femininitee,  s.  feminine  form,  B  360. 
Fen,   s.  chapter  or  subdivision   of  Avi- 

cenna's  book  called  the  Canon,  C  890. 
Fenel,  s.  fennel,  R.  731. 
Fenix,  j.  phoenix,  3.  982. 
Fer,  adj,  far,  A  388,  491 ;  Ferre,  dtf.  A 

3393. 
Fer,  adv.  far,  B  1781 ;  Fer  ne  ner,  neither 

later  nor  sooner,  A  1850;  how  f.  so,  how- 
ever far,  5.  440. 
Ferd,  s.  dot.  fear,  T.  iv.  607.     (Always  in 

ph  r.  /or  ferd,  or  for  Jerde.) 
Ferd,  pp.  of  Fere,  v. 
Ferd,  -e ;  see  Faren,  v. 
Fere,  s.  dat.  fear,  B  3369;  panic,  HF.  174. 
Fere,  j.  companion,  L.  969 ;  mate,  5.  410, 

416:  wife,  T.  iv.  791 ;  pL  companions,'!'. 

i.  224. 
Fere,  s.  dat.  fire,  T.  iii.  978. 
Fere,  v.  frighten,  T.  iv.  1483;  Fcred,/^^. 

afraid,  G  924 ;  Ford,  />/>.  afraid,  T.  ii.  124. 
Ferforth,  adv.  far;  as  f.  as,  as  far  as,  T. 

iv.  891 ;    as  long  as,  T .  i.  121 ;  so  f.  to 

such  a  degree,  i.  170;  Mi/j /.,  thus  far, 

T.  ii.  q6o. 
Ferforthly,   adv.  thoroughly ;    so  /.  to 

such  an  extent,  A  960;   so  far,  L.  632, 

as  f.,  as  completely,  D  1545. 
Ferfulleste,  most  timid,/!',  ii.  450. 
Ferly,  adj.  strange,  A  4173. 
Fermaoies,  pi.  remedies,  A  2713. 
Ferme,  adj.  firm,  E.  663. 
Fenne,  imp.  s.  make  firm,  B  i.  m  5.  61 

(L>at.yfr/«a). 
Ferme,  s.  rent,  A  252  b. 
Fennely,  adv.  firmly,  T.  iii.  1488. 
Fermerere,  s.  friar  in  charge  of  an  infirm- 
ary, D  1859. 
Fennour,  s.  farmer  of  taxes,  L.  378. 
Fern,  adv.  long  ago ;    so  fern  —  so  long 

ago,  F  256. 
Fem-assnen,  s.  pi.  ashes  produced  by 

btirning  ferns,  F  254. 
Feme,   pi.   of  Ferren,    distant,   remote, 

A  14. 
Feme ;  f.yere,  last  year,  T.  v.  1176. 
Ferre,  adj.  def  distant,  A  3393. 
Ferre,    comp.    adv.    farther,     HF.    600; 

Ferrer,  A  835. 
Ferreste,  superl.pl.  farthest,  A  494. 
Fere,  j.  queen  (at  chess),  3.  654,  655; 

Ferses.  pi.  the  pieces  at  chess,  3.  723. 
Fers,  adj.  fierce,  T.  i.  225 ;  voc.  7.  1. 
Fersly,  adv.  fiercely,  T.  iii.  1760. 
Ferthe,  fourth,  T.  iv.  26,  v.  476. 
Ferther,  adj.  farther,  B  1686.  E  2226. 
Ferther,  adv.  further.  1. 148.  3. 1254. 


Ferther-over,  conj.  moreover.  A,  ii.  26. 

13- 
Ferthiner,   s.  farthing,   D    1967;   a  very 

small  portion,  A  134. 

Fery,  adj.  fiery,  T.  iii.  1600. 

Feat,  s.  fist,  A  4275,  C  802. 

Feste,  s.  feast,  festival,  A  883,  B  418 ,  to 
f,  to  the  feast,  B  380;  encouragement, 
'I',  ii.  361 ;  merriment,  T.  ii.  421 ;  \laketh 
feste,  flatters,  3.  638;  pi.  tokens  of 
pleasure,  T.  v.  1429. 

Festeth,  pr.  s.  feasts,  A  2193. 

Festeyinge,  pres.  part,  feasting,  enter- 
taining. F  345. 

Festeyinge,  s.  festivity,  T.  v.  455. 

Festlich,  adj.  fond  offcasts,  F  281. 

Festne,  ^vr.  to  fasten,  A  195. 

Fet ;  see  Fecctien. 

Fete,  dat.  pi.  feet,  3.  199,  400,  503. 

Fether,  s.  wing,  A  2144. 

Fetis,  adj.  neat,  well-made,  handsome, 
A  157;  K.776;  splendid,  R.  1133;  grace- 
ful. C  478. 

Fetisly ,  adv.  elegantly,  A  124, 273 ;  neatly, 
trimly,    A    3205,    3319;    exquisitely,  R. 

837. 
Fette ;  see  Fecchen. 

Fetys,  adj.  well-made,  R.  532 ;  handsome, 
R.  821;  splendid,  R.  1133;  graceful, 
C  478. 

Fetysly,  adv.  exquisitely,  neatly,  R.  1235. 

Fey,  s.  faith,  A  1126, 3284 ;  fidelity,  L.  778. 

Feyn,  adj.  glad,  7.  315. 

Feyne,  v.  teign,  pretend,  A  736;  speak 
falsely,  2.  4;  feyne  us,  feign,  pretend, 
B  351 ;  Feigne,  who-so  f.  may,  let  him, 
who  can,  pretend,  B  3.  p  10.  93. 

Feynest,  adv.  most  gladly,  5.  48a 

Feyning,  s.  pretending,  cajolery,  F  556 ; 
pretence,  feigning.  L.  1556. 

Feynt,  adj.  feigned,  R.  433. 

Fey ntest,  2  pr,  s.  enfeeblest,  B  926. 

Ficchen,  ^er.  to  fix,  B  5.  m  4. 18. 

Flers,  adj.  fierce,  A  1598 ;  proud,  R.  1483. 

Flfte,  fifth,  R.  962,  982;  16.  9. 

Figes,  pi.  fig-trees,  R.  1364, 

Flghten.  v.  fight,  L.  1996;  Fight,  ^r.  s. 
fights,  5.  103;  Faught,  pt.  s.  fought,  A 
399 ;  Foughten,  pp.  A  62. 

Figtire,  s.  shape,  16. 27 ;  form  (as  a  man), 
B  3412 ;  figure,  i.  94 ;  figure  (of  speech). 
A  499 ;  Figure,  type,  i.  169 ;  pi.  figures 
(of  speech).  E  16;  markings.  A.  pr.  75. 

Figiirlnge,  s.  form,  L.  298 ;  figure,  G  96. 

Fil. />/.  J.  r/ Fallen. 

Flld,  pp.  filled,  5.  610. 

Finch,  s,  finch  (bird),  R.  915;  fmiU  a 
Juuk^  pludc  a  dupe,  A  653. 
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Flnde,  V,  find,   i.  72;    A   648;    invent. 

A  736 ;  ger.  to  provide  for,  C  537 ;  Fint, 

pr.  s.  finds,  G  218 ;  Fynt,  /^r.  s,  L.  1499 ; 

Fond,  pi.  s,  discovered,  A  2445 ;  found 

out,  T.  i.  659;    provided  for,   B  4019; 

Fonde,^A  s.  sudj.  could  find,  5.  374;  pp. 

found,    E     146;    Founden,    pp.    found, 

B  612:  provided,  B  243. 
FludingTy  ^.  provision,  A  3220. 
Pint,  pr.  s.  finds,  G  218. 
Flrre,  s.  fir-tree,  A  2921. 
Firste,   adj.  def.  first,  3.  1166;  my  Jirste, 

my  first  narration.  F  75;  with  the  firste^ 

very  soon,  T.  iv.  63. 
Fish,  5.  the  sign  Pisces,  F  273. 
Fit,  J.  a  *fyt'  or  'passus,'  a  portion  of 

a  song,  B  2078 ;  bout,  turn,  A  4184. 
Fithele,  s.  fiddle,  A  296. 
Fixe,  //.  as  adj.  fixed,  T.  i.  298 ;  solidified, 

G779. 
Flambe,  s,  flame,  I  353. 
Flatour,  s,  flatterer,  B  4515. 
Flaumbe,  s.  flame,  HF.  769. 
Flayn,  pp,  flayed,  I  425. 
Fledde,  pt.  s.  fled,  avoided,  B  3445,  3874 ; 

Fledde  herself,  took  refuge,  L.  i22«;. 
Flee  (i),  V.  flv,  F  503;  Uet  Jlee,  let  fly, 

A  3806;  Fleigh,  pt.  s.    flew,   HF.  921, 

2087 ;  Fley,  pt.  s.  B  4362 ;  Flo  wen,  pt.  pi, 

flew,  B  4581 ;  pp.  flown,  HF.  905. 
Fleen  (2) ,  v.  escape.  A  1170 ;  flee,  L.  1307, 

2020 ;  Flecth,  imp.  pt.  4.  6 ;  Fleigh,  pt.  s, 

fled.  B  3879. 
Fleen,  s.pt.  fleas.  H  17. 
Flees,  s.  fleece,  L.  1428,  1647. 
Fleet,  pr,  s.  floats.  B  46 ^. 
Flekked,  pp.  spotted,  E  1848.  G  565. 
Flemen, ^<rr.  to  banish,  T.  ii.  Bs^tpr.s, 

H  182;  pp.  banished.  G  58. 
Flemer,  s.  banisher.  driver  away,  B  46a 
Flemingre,  s.  banishment,  flight,  T.  iii. 

933- 
Flen,  pr.  pi,  fly,  T.  iv.  1356. 

Fleshly,  adv.  carnally.  B  1775. 

Flete,  V,  float,  bathe,  T.  iii.  1971 ;  \pr,  s, 
sufij.  may  flout,  A  2397 ;  Fleteth,  pr,  s, 
floats,  B  901 ;  flows,  abounds  (Lat.  in- 
/luat) ,  B  I.  m  2.  28 ;  Fleet,  pr.  s.  floats, 
B  463;  pres.  pt.  floating,  A  1956;  Flet- 
inge, pres.  pt.  flowing,  B  i.  p  3.  78  (Lat. 
iimphante). 

Flex,  s.  flax.  A  676. 

Fley,  pt.  s.  flew.  B  4362. 

Flikered,  pt.  s.  fluttered,  T.  iv.  1221; 
fres.  pt.  pi.  fluttering.  A  1962. 

Flitte,  V.  pass  away,  1  368 ;  pp.  removed, 
T.  V.  1544 ;  pres.  pt.  unimportant,  3.  801. 

Flo,  s,  arrow,  H  264. 


Flokmele,  adv.  in  a  flock,  in  a  great 

number,  E  86. 
Flood,  s.  flood-tide,   F  259;  on  a  jl.,  in 

a  state  of  flood.  T.  iii.  640. 
Florlsshineres,//.  florid  ornaments,  HF. 

1 301. 
Florouns,  s.  pi.  florets.  L.  217,  220. 
Floteren,  pr.  pi.  fluctuate,  waver,  B  3. 

p  II.  227. 
Flotery,  adj.  fluttering,  wavy,  A  2883. 
Floufirh,  2pt.  s.  didst  fly,  B  4421. 
Flour,  J.  (i)  flower,  L.  48;  of  alUfioures 

fiour^  flower  of  all  flowers,  i.  4 ;  flower, 

i.  e.  choice.  A  4174 ;  choice  part,  A  982 ; 

time  of  flourishing,  A  3048:    (2)  flour, 

R.  356. 
Flour-de-lys,  s.  fleur-de-lis,  lily,  A  238. 
Floureth,  pr.  s.  flourishes,  T.  iv.  1577 ; 

blooms.  7.  306. 
Flourettes,  s.  pi.  flowerets,  buds,  R.  891. 
Floury,  adj.  flowery,  3.  398. 
Floute,  J.  flute,  HF.  1223. 
Floutours,  //.  flute-players.  R.  763. 
Flo  wen,  pt.  pL  and  pp.  of  Flee  ( i). 
Floytinere,//-^!. /A  playing  on  the  flute, 

A9I. 
Fneseth,  pr,  s.  breathes  heavily,  puffs, 

snorts.  H  62. 
Fo,  J.  foe,  enemy,  B  1748;   Foo,  A  63; 

Voon,  pi.  B  3896;  ¥oos,  pi.  B  2160. 
Fode,  s.  food.  D  1881,  1  137. 
Foisoun,  s.  plenty,  abundance,  R.  1359. 
Folde,  s.  fold,  sheepfold,  A  512. 
Folden,/^  folded.  T.  iv.  359,  1247. 
Foled,  pp.  foaled,  born,  D  1545. 
Folily,  adv.  foolishly,  B  2639. 
Folk,  s.  folk,  people,  A  12.  25 ;  sort,  com- 
pany. 5.  524 ;  pi.  companies.  5.  278. 
Folowed  wel,  followed  as  a  matter  of 

course,  3.  1012;  Folweth,  imp.  pi.  imi- 
tate, E  1189. 
Folsr,  adv.  foolishly,  3.  874. 
Folye,  J.  folly,  foolishness.  A  3045. 
Folyen,  pr.  pi.  act  foolishly,   B  3.  p  2. 

100. 
Fomen,  pi.  foe-men,  T.  iv.  43. 
Fomy,  adj.  foaming,  covered  with  foam, 

A  2506. 
Fond ;  //.  f.  of  Finde. 
Fonde,  v.  endeavour,  R.  1584 ;  v.  attempt, 

try.  E  283 ;  try  to  persuade,  B  347. 
Fonde,//.  s.  subj,  could  find,  5.  374. 
Fongre,  V.  receive,  B  377. 
Fonne,  j.  fool  (Northern),  A  4089. 
Font-ful  water,  fontfiil  of  water.  B  357. 
Fontstoon,  s.  font,  B  723. 
Foo;  seeFo. 
Foo,  i,  iQo\for  foot,  A  3781. 
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Fool,  adj.  foolish,  silly,  R.  1253. 

Fool.  s.  fool,  A  3005;  jester,  B  3271;  fl. 
wicked  persons,  E  2278. 

FooMargre,  adj,  foolishly  liberal,  B  2789, 
2810. 

Fool-lareresse,  s.  foolish  liberality.  I  8x3. 

Foom,  s.  foam,  A  1659,  G  564. 

Foo-men.  r.  //.  foes.  B  3255,  3507. 

Foon,  F008 ;  see  Fo. 

Foot,  as  pL  feet,  A  4124. 

Foot-brede,  s,  foot-breadth,  HF.  2042. 

Foot-hot,  adv,  instantly,  on  the  spot, 
B438. 

Foot-mantel,  s.  foot-cloth, '  safeguard '  to 
cover  the  skirt,  A  472. 

YoT^prfp.  for,  A  486,  &c. ;  in  respect  of, 
5.  336;  by  reason  of,  R.  1564;  for  the 
sake  of,  B  4.  p  6.  190 ;  for  me,  by  my 
means,  T.  ii.  134 ;  for  which,  wherefore, 
F  1525;  against,  to  prevent,  in  order 
to  avoid,  L.  231 ;  for  fayling,  to  prevent 
failure,  T.  i.  928 ;  m  spite  of,  C  129;  for 
al,  notwithstanding.  A  2020;  for  my 
deth^,  were  I  to  die  for  it,  4.  186;  to 
have  for  excused,  to  excuse,  A.  pr.  31. 

For,  conj.  for,  A  I2tj,  &c. ;  because,  3.  735, 
789 ;  in  order  that,  B  478,  F  102. 

For  to,  with  infin.  in  order  to,  to,  A  13, 
78.  &c. 

For&gre,  s.  provision  of  fodder,  E  1422; 
food,  B  1973;  winter-food,  as  hay,  &c., 
A  3868. 

For-bede,  v.  forbid,  T.  iii.  467;  For- 
bedeth,  pr.  s.  B  2774 ;  Forbet,  for  For- 
bedeth,  pr.  s.  forbids,  T.  ii.  717 ;  in  phr, 
god  f.,  or  Crist  f.  =  God  forbid,  Christ 
forbid,  T.  ii.  113,  716;  Forbad,  pt.  s, 
E  570 ;  Forbode,  pp.  forbidden,  E  2206. 

Forbere.  v.  forbear  (to  mention),  A  885; 
leave  (him)  alone,  D  665 ;  spare,  A  3168 ; 
little  consider,  T.  ii.  1660;  Forbar,  pt. 
s.  forbare,  T.  i.  437 ;  trnp.  pi.  forgive,  L. 
80. 

For-blak,  adj.  extremely  black,  A  2144. 

Forbode,  s.  prohibition;  goddes  forbode, 
it  is  (}od's  prohibition  (i.  e.  God  forbid), 
L.  zo  a. 

Forbrak,  i  //.  j.  broke  off,  interrupted, 
B  4.  p  I.  7. 

For-bnised,  pp,  badly  bruised,  B  3804. 

Forby,  adv.  by,  past,  L.  2539. 

Forbyse,  ger.  to  instruct  bv  examples,  T. 
ii.  1390.  (A  false  form;  for for6isne(n) , 
the  former  «  being  dropped  by  confusion 
with  that  in  the  suffix.) 

Force ;  see  Fors. 

Forcracchen,^^r.  to  scratch  excessively, 
R.  323. 


Forcutteth,  pr.  s.  cuts  to  pieces,  H  340. 

For-do,  V.  destroy,  '  do  for,  T.  i.  238,  iv. 
1681 ;  For-dide,//.  s.  slew,  L.  2557  ;  For- 
doon,  pp.  overcome,  vanquished,  T.  i. 
525;  ruined,  T.  v.  1687;  destroyed.  H 
290;  slain,  L.  939. 

Fordiiven,/^  driven  about,  B  i.  p  3.71. 

For-dronken,  //.  extremely  drunk,  A 
3120.  4150. 

Fordrye,  adj.  very  dry,  withered  up, 
F  409. 

Fordwyned,  adj.  shrunken,  R.  366. 

Fore,  s.  path,  trace  of  steps,  D  110; 
course,  track,  D  1935.     A.  S.  for. 

Foreyne,  adj.  extraneous,  B  3.  p  3.  73. 

Fore3me,  s.  outer  chamber  {or  court- 
yard?), L.  1962. 

Forfered,  pp.  exceedingly  afraid ;  for- 
fered  of=  very  afraid  for,  F  527. 

Forfeted,  pt.  s.  did  wrong,  I  273. 

For^af ,  pt.  s.  of  Foryevr. 

Forgrat,  pt.  s.  of  Foryetc. 

Forgrlft,  s.  foigivcness,  L.  1853. 

For-gro,  pp.  overwalked,  exhausted  with 
walking,  HF.  115. 

Forgon,  ger.  to  give  up,  forego,  {better 
forgo), T.  iv.  195 ;  lose,  R.  1473 ;  Forgoon, 
pp.  lost.  B  2183. 

Forheed,  j.  forehead,  R.  860;  Forhevcd, 
B  1.  p  4.  139. 

For-hoor,  ad/,  very  hoary,  R.  356. 

Forkerveth,  pr.  s.  hews  in  pieces,  H  340. 

Forlaf  t,  pp.  abandoned.  C  83. 

Forleseth, //.  J.  loses,.!  789.  See  For- 
lorn. 

For-leten,  v.  abandon,  give  up,  C  864; 
yield  up,  B  1848 ;  Forlete.  pr.  pi.  for- 
sake, I  9^;  Forleten,  pp.  abandoned, 
given  up,  HF.  694. 

Forliven,  v.  degenerate,  B  3.  p  6.  56; 
Porlived, pp.  as  adj.  degenerate,  ignoble, 
B  %  m  6.  13. 

Forlorn,  //.  utterly  lost,  L.  2663.  See 
Forlese. 

Forlost,  pp.  utterly  lost.  T.  iii.  280. 

Forloyn,  s.  note  on  a  horn  for  recall,  3. 
386. 

Forme,  s.  form,  A  305;  form,  lair  (of 
a  hare),  B  1294. 

Forme-fader,  s.  fore-father,  first  father, 

B  2293. 
Formel,  s.  companion  (said  of  l)irds), 

5-371.  373. 
Forinely,  adv.  formally,  T.  iv.  497. 
Former,  s.  Creator.  C  19. 
Former  age,  the  Golden  Age  of  old,  9. 2, 
Formest,  adj.  sup.  foremost,  3.  890. 
Fom-cast,  pp.  premeditated,  B  4407. 
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Forneys,  s.  furnace,  A  202,  559. 

For-old,  adj.  extremely  old,  A  2124. 

Forpampred,^.  exceedingly  pampered, 
spoilt  by  pampering,  9.  5. 

For-pyned,  pp.  wasted  away  (by  torment 
OT  phif),  A  205. 

Fors,  s.  force,  A  2723;  no  for 5,  no  matter, 
no  consequence,  A  2723,  B  285 ;  no  force ^ 
no  matter,  18.  53;  no  fors  is,  it  is  no 
matter,  T.  iv.  322;  no  force  of  no  matter 
for,  10.  13 ;  no  fors  of  me,  no  matter 
about  me,  4.  197 ;  thereof  no  fors,  never 
mind  that,  3.  1170;  make  no  fors,  pay 
no  heed,  H  68;  I  do  no  fors,  1  care  not, 
D  1254 ;  /  do  no  fors  thereof,  it  is  nothing 
to  me.  3.  542 ;  doth  no  fors,  takes  no  ac- 
count, I  711;  what  fors,  what  matter, 
T.  ii.  378. 

Forsake,  v.  deny,  B  i.  p  4.  164;  leave, 
B  3431 ;  Forsook,  pt.  s.  forsook,  R.  1538 ; 
P'orsaken,  pp.  R.  1498 ;  imp.  pi.  give  up, 
C286. 

Forseid,  pp.  as  adj.  aforesaid.  5.  120. 

ForseinfiTS,  s-  prevision,  T.  iv.  989. 

Forshapen,  pp.  metamorphosed,  T.  ii.66. 

For-shrigrht,  pp.  exhausted  with  shriek- 
ing. T.  iv.  1 147. 

For-sigrht.  s.  foresight,  T.  iv.  961. 

For-sleuthen,  v.  waste  in  sloth,  B  4286. 

Forsleweth,  pr.  s.  wastes  idly,  I  685. 

Forslufirereth,  pr.  s.  spoils,  allows  (goods) 
to  spoil,  I  685. 

Forsongren,  //.  tired  out  with  singing, 
R.  664. 

Forster,  s.  forester,  A  1 17. 

Forstrauerht,  pp.  distracted,  B  1295. 

Forswor  him,  pt.  s.  was  forsworn,  HE. 
389 ;  Forswore,  pp.  falsely  sworn  by,  L. 
2522 :  Forsworn,  forsworn,  L.  927. 

Forth,  adv.  forth,  on,  further,  onward,  5. 
27;  D  1569,  F  604,  605,  964;  forward. 
HF.  2061;  out,  5.  352;  continually,  F 
108 1 ;  away,  T.  i.  118;  still,  4.  148;  tlu> 
f,  thenceforth,  T.  i.  1076;  forth  to  love, 
i.  e.  they  proceed  to  love,  T.  ii.  788. 

Forther,  adv.  more  forward.  A  4222; 
Further,  (go)  further,  A  41 17. 

Fortheren,  ger.  to  further,  T.  v.  1707. 

Fortheringr,  s.  furtherance,  aid,  L.  69  a. 

Forther-moor,  adv.  further  on,  A  2069 ; 
Furthermore,  moreover,  C  357. 

Forther-over,  adv.  moreover,  C  648. 

Forthest,  adj.  and  adv.  furthest,  B  4.  p  6. 
136. 

For-thinke,  v.  seem  amiss,  {or  here)  seem 
serious,  T.  ii.  1414 ;  pr.  s.  tmpers.  seems 
a  pity  (to  me),  £  1906;  Forthoughte, 
pt.  s.  subj.  should  displease,  R.  1671. 


Forthren,  ger,  to  further,  help,  assist, 

L.  71,  472,  1618;  ger.  to  further,  T.  v. 

1707. 
Forth-riflrht,      adv.      straightforwardly, 

straightforward,  R.  295;    F  1503. 
Forth  ward,  adv.  forwards,  B  263,  F  1169. 
For-thy,  adv.  therefore,  on  that  account, 

A  1841,  4031. 
Fortroden,  pp.  trodden   under  foot,    I 

190. 
Fortuit,  adj.  fortuitous,  B  5.  p  i.  91. 
Fortuna  maior,  a  name  for  the  auspicious 

planet  Jupiter,  T.  iii.  1420.     (Or  else, 

a  cluster  of  stars  near  the  beginning  of 

Pisces;  cf.  Dante,  Purg.  xix.  4.) 
Fortunel,  adj.  accidental,  B  5.  m  i.  16. 
Fortunen,  v.  to   give    (good  or  bad) 

fortune  to,  A  417;   Fortunest,  2  pr.  s. 

renderest  lucky  or  unlucky,  A  2377 ;  pt. 

pi.  happened,  chanced,  3.  288;  pp.  en- 
dowed by  fortune,  4.  180. 
Fortunous,   adj.  fortuitous,  accidental, 

B  I.  p  6.  9. 
For-'waked,  pp.  tired  out  with  watching, 

3.  126;  B  596. 
Forward,  adv.  foremost;  yfrj/  and  f, 

first  of  all,  B  2431. 
Forward,  s.  agreement,  covenant,  A  33, 

829. 
Forwelked,    cuij.    withered,    wrinkled, 

deeply  lined,  R.  361. 
Forweped,  pp.  weary,  exhausted  through 

weeping,  q.  126. 
Forwered,  pp.  worn  out,  R.  235. 
Por-wery,  adj.  very  tired,  5.  93. 
Forwes,  pi.  furrows,  9.  12. 
For-why,  conj.  for  what  reason.  T.  iii. 

1009 ;  wherefore,  why,  HF.  20 ;  because, 

_  3- 461.  793- 

For-w^iter,  s.  foreknower,  B  5.  p  6.  329. 

ForwitingTy  s.  foreknowledge,  B  4433. 

For-wot,  pr.  s.  foreknows,  foresees,  HF. 

Forwrapped,  pp.  wrapped  up,  C  718 ; 
concealed.  I  320. 

For-yede,  pt.  s.  gave  up,  T.  ii.  133a 

Foryelde,  v.  vield  in  return,  requite,  E 
831. 

Foryetelnesse,  s.  forgetfiilness,  I  827. 

Foryeten,  v.  forget,  T.  iii.  55  -/pr.  s.  for- 
gets, T.  ii.  375 ;  Forget,  for  Forgeteth, 
pr.  s.  forgets,  R.  61;  Forgat,  i  pt.  s. 
forgot,  C  919;  For-yat,  pt.  s.  T.  v.  i«5; 
For-yeten,  pp,  forgotten,  A  2021 ;  For- 
geten.  ^.  B  2602. 

Foryetful,  adj.  forgetful,  E  472. 

Foryetingre.  s.  forgetfulness,  B  2.  p  7.  98. 

Foryeve,  v.  forgive.  B  994;  Foryaf,//.  1. 
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forgave,  T.  iii.  1129,  1577;  Forgaf,  ft.  s. 

L.  162 ;  Foryeve,  pt.  pi.  L.  1848 ;   For- 

yeven,//.  forgiven,  T.  ii.  595. 
Foryifnesae,  s.  forgiveness.B  2963. 
Fostreth,   pr.    s.    cherishes,    E    1387; 

Fostred,  //.    s.    nouiished,    fed,    kept, 

E  22a,  H  131 ;  pp,  nurtured,  nourished, 

C  21Q. 
FoatrmfiT,  s.  nourishment,  D  1845. 
Fote,  s.  foot,  short  distance,  F  1177;  diit. 

L.  271  z ;  him  to  /,  at  his  foot,  L.  1314; 

OH  /,  on  foot,  F  390. 
Fotner,  s.  load,  properly  a  cart-load,  A 

530 ;  great  quantity,  A  1908. 
Fot-hoot,   adv.  hastily,  immediately.  3. 

375. 
Foudre,  s.  thunderbolt.  HF.  535. 

Fougrhten,  pp.  fought.  A  62. 

Foul,  s.  bird,  F  149 ;  //.  birds,  L.  37,  130. 

Foule,  adv.  vilely,  D  1069;  foully.  3.  623; 

5.  517;   evilly,  A  4220;   shamefully,   L. 

1307;    hideously,  D   1082;    meanly,  R. 

1061. 
Fouler,  adj.  comp.  uglier,  D  999. 
Fouler,  s.  fowler,  L.  132. 
Founde  {i),j^er.  to  found,  T.  i.  1065. 
Founde  (2),  v.  seek  after,  7.  241 ;  i  pr.  s. 

try.  endeavour,  7.  47. 
Foundement,  s.  foundation,  HF.  1132. 
Foundred,  //.  s.  foundered,  stumbled, 

A  2687. 
Founea,  s.  pi.  fawns,  3.  429;    Fownes 

{metaphorically),  young  desires, T.  i.465. 
Foumeys,  s.  furnace,  B  3353. 
Fourtenigrht,    fourteen    nights,  a   fort- 
night, T.  iv.  1327. 
Fowel,  J.  bird,  A  190,  2437. 
Foyne,  pr.  s.  imp,  let  him  thrust,  A  2550; 

pr.  5,  A  2615 ;  pr.  pi.  A  1654. 
Foyaon,  5.  abundance,  plenty,  A  3165. 
Fraknea,  pi.  freckles,  A  2169. 
Frame,  ger.  to  put  together,  build,  T.  iii. 

530- 

Franchyse,  x.  liberality,  E  1987 ;  noble- 
ness, F  1524 ;  privilege,  I  452. 

Frankeleyn,  s.  franklin,  freeholder,  A 
331. 

Frankea,//.  franks.  B  1371.  1377. 

Frape,  s.  company,  pack,  T.  iii.  410. 
O.  F.  frafe,  troop. 

Fraugrnt,  pp.  freighted,  B  171 ;  han  doon 
/r.,  have  caused  to  be  freighted. 

Frasmeth,  pr.  s,  prays,  beseeches,  B  1790. 

Free,  adj.  liberal,  generous,  B  1366,  1854 ; 
bounteous,  liber^,  3.  484;  noble,  beau- 
tiful, C  35;  profuse,  lavish,  A  4387;  as 
s.  noble  one,  6.  104. 

Freedom,  s.  liberality.  L.  1127. 


Freele,  adj.  frail,  fragile,  I  1078. 

Freend,  s.  friend,  A  670. 

Freendllch,  adj.  friendly,  A  2680. 

Freletee,  j.  frailty,  C  78,  D  92, 

Fremede,  adj.  foreign ;  Fremed  {before  a 
vowel),  strange,  wild;  f rented  and  tame, 
wild  and  tame,  every  one,  T.  iii.  529; 
Fremde.  foreign,  F  429.    A.  %.  fremede. 

Freneaye,  s.  madness,  D  2209. 

Frenetyk,  adj.  frantic.  T.  v.  206. 

Frengres,  pi.  fringes,  D  1383 ;  borderings, 
HF.  1318. 

Frere,  s.  friar,  A  208,  D  829. 

Freaahe,  adv,  newly,  L.  204. 

Freaahe,  v.. refresh.  R.  1513. 

Fret,  5.  ornament,  L.  215.  225,  228. 

Freten,  t/.  eat  (governed  by  saugh),  A 
2019 ;  pr.  s,  devours,  R.  387 ;  //.  //.  con- 
sumed. D  561 ;  Freten.  pp.  eaten,  de- 
voured. A  2068;  Frete,/^.  B  475. 

Fretted, />/.  adorned,  set.  L.  11 17. 

Freyne,  v.  ask,  question,  T.  v.  1227 ;  //.  s. 
B  3022 ;  pp.  G  433. 

Fro,  prep,  from,  A  44;  out  of,  4.  254;  to 
and  fro,  L.  2358,  2471. 

Frogrerea,  pi.  frogs,  R.  141a 

From,  prep,  from,  A  128 ;  apart  from,  T. 
iv.  766 ;  from  the  time  that,  R.  850. 

Froaty,  adj,  frosty,  cold,  A  268;  which 
comes  in  the  winter,  5.  364. 

Frote,  ger.  to  rub.  T.  iii.  1115;  /r.  j.  A 

3747- 
Frotnen,  pr.  pi.  become  covered  with 

foam.  A  1659. 

Fro-thla-forth,  henceforward,  T.  iv.  314. 

Frounced,  adj.  wrinkled.  R.  365. 

Frouncelea,  adj.  unwrinkled.  R.  86a 

Frount,  s.  true  countenance,  B  2.  p  8.  7. 

Fructuoua,  adj.  fruitful,  I  73. 

Fruit,  s.  fruit,  I.  38 ;  result,  F  74. 

Frusrteaterea,  s.  pL  fern,  fruit-sellers,  C 

478. 
Frye,  v.  iry,  A  383,  D  487. 
Fugritif,  adj.  fleeing  from  iX'A.profkgus), 

HF.  146. 
Ful,  cuij.  satiated,  T.  iii.  1661 ;  aite  fulle, 

at  the  full,  completely,  A  651. 
Ful.  adv.  fully,  F  1230;   very,  quite,   B 

3«5o6.  ¥  $2\  /.  many,  very  many,  F  128. 
Fulfllle,  v.  fulfil.  6.  17;  Fulielle  (Kentish 

form).^^r.  T.  iii.  510;  Fulfiildest.  ^pt.  s. 

didst  satisfy.  B  2.  p  3.  66;  FulfiUed.  //. 

quite  full.  L.  54. 
Fulaomneaae,  s.  copiousness,  excess,  F 

405. 
Fume,  s.  vapour.  B  41 14. 
Fumetere,  s.  fiimitory,  Fuimaria  ojici- 

nalis,  B  4153. 


(5lo00arial  Snliex. 


47 


Fumositee,  s.  fiimes  arising  from  drunk- 
enness, C  567,  F  358. 

Fundement  (i),  s.  foundation,  D  2x03; 
(2)  fundament.  C  950. 

Funeral,  lufj.  T.  v.  302;  funereal,  A  2864, 

2QI2. 

Furial,  ^d/.  tormenting,  furious,  F  448. 

Fiirie,  s.  monster.  A  2684;  rage,  T.  v.  212. 

Furlongrs,  pL  furlongs,  A  4166;  Furiong- 
wey,  a  short  distance,  B  557;  Forlong- 
wey,  a  brief  time  (lit.  time  of  walking 
a  furlong,  2\  minutes),  T.  iv.  1237. 

Furre,  s.  fur,  R.  228. 

Furred,  ^p.  furred,  trimmed  with  fur, 
k.  227.  408. 

Furtiufife,  s.  fur-trimming,  I  418. 

Further-over,  moreover,  2.  85. 

Furthre,  ^ifr.  to  help,  HF.  2023;  pp.  ad- 
vanced, 7.  273. 

Fusible,  adj^  capable  of  being  fused, 
G  80. 

Fustfan,  s.  fustian,  A  75. 

Futur,  adj.  future,  T.  v.  748. 

Fyle,  V.  file,  smoothe  by  filing,  5.  21a; 
Vy\ed,pp.  A  2152. 

Fyn,  J.  end,  R.  1558;  de.ith,  T.  ii.  527; 
result,  B  3348,  3884;  aim,  E  2106;  object, 
r.  ii.  425,  iii.  553;  for  fyn,  finally,  T.  iv. 

477. 
Fyn,  adj.  fine,  strong,  A  1472;  of  firne 

force,  of  very  need,  T.  v.  421. 
Fyne,  v.  finish,  T.  iv.  26 ;  cease,  end,  T.  ii. 

1460. 
Fynt,  pr.  s.  finds,  A  4071 ;  Fint,  G  218. 
Fyr,  J.  fire.  B  3734 ;  Fyr  of  Seint  Antony, 

erysipelas,  I  427. 
Fyr-makingre,  s.  making  of  the  fire,  A 

2914. 
Fyslcien,  s.  physician,  B  i.  p  3.  4. 


G. 


Gabbe,  j^er.  to  boast,  prate,  A  3510 ;  i  pr.  s, 
lie,  speak  idly.  3.  1075 ;  Gabbestow,  liest 
thou,  r.  iv.  48X. 

Gabber,  s.  liar,  idle  talker,  I  89. 

Gable,  s.  gable-end,  A  3571. 

GadelincTi  -f.  idle  vagabond,  gad-about,  R. 

938. 
Gadereth,  pr.  s.  gathers,  A  1053. 
Gaderinere,  s.  gathering,  B  2765. 
Galllard,  adj.  joyous,    merry,   lively,  A 

43<J7- 
Galantyne,  s.  a  kind  of  sauce,  galantine, 

9.  16;  12.  17. 

Galaxye,  s.  the  Galaxy.  Milky  Way.  5. 

56;  HF.936. 


Gale,  V.  sing,  cry  out,  D  852 ;  pr.  s.  subj. 
exclaim,  D  1336. 

Galianes,  s.  pi.  medicines,  C  306.  So 
named  after  Galen. 

Galingale,  s.  sweet  cyperus,  A  381.  (A 
spice  was  prepared  from  the  root  of  the 
plant.) 

Galle,  s.  sore  place,  D  940. 

Galles,  pi.  feelings  of  envy,  9. 47. 

Galoche,  s.  a  shoe,  F  555. 

Galoun,  s.  gallon,  H  24. 

Galpingr,  pres.  pi.  gaping.  F  350. 

Galwes,  s.  pi.  gallows,  B  3924. 

Gamed,  //.  s.  impers.  it  pleased,  A  534. 

Gamen,  s.  game,  sport,  T.  ii.  38,  iii.  250 ; 
joke,  jest,  E  733 ;  amusement,  fun.  merri- 
ment, A  2286.  4354. 

Gan,  pt.  s.  of  Ginne. 

Ganeth,/r.  s.  yawneth,  H  35. 

Gape,  V.  gape,  gasp.  B  3924;  Gapeth,/r. 
s.  opens  his  mouth.  L.  2004;  Gape  {^also 
Cape),/r.//.  gape,  stare,  A  3841. 

Gapingres,  s.pl.  greedy  wishes,  B  2.  m  2. 
17  (Lat.  hiatus). 

Gappe,  J.  gap,  A  1639, 1645. 

Gardin-wal,  s.  garden-wall,  A  io6a 

Gardinward,  adv.  gardenward ;  to  the  g,^ 
towards  the  garden,  F  1505. 

Gargrat,  s.  throat,  B  4524. 

Garleek,  s.  garlick,  A  634. 

Gamement,  s.  garment,  R.  896. 

Geumere,  s.  gamer,  granary,  R.  1148. 

Gamisoun,  s.  garrison,  B  2217. 

Qt9A^fr.  5.  goes  (Northern),  A  4037. 

Gastiy,  adv.  terrible,  A  1984. 

Gastnesse,  s.  terror,  B  3.  p  5.  29. 

Gat,//.  J.  <>/Geten. 

Gat-tothed,  adj.  having  the  teeth  £ar 
apart,  A  468,  D  603. 

Gaude,  s.  gaud,  toy,  pretence,  T.  ii.  351 ; 
trick,  C  389;  pi.  pranks,  I  651. 

Gaud^,  adj.  dyed  with  weld,  A  2079.  Fr. 
gauder,  to  dye  with  weld. 

Gauded,  pp.  furnished  with  beads  called 
gauds,  A  159.  (The  bead  or  gaud  was 
formerly  called  gaudee,  from  Lat  imp. 
pi.  gaude te.) 

Gaure,  v.  stare,  T.  ii.  1157;  ger.  to  stare, 
gaze,  A  3827. 

Gay,  adj.  finely  dressed,  A  74,  iii ;  joyous. 
R.  435 ;  wanton.  A  3769. 

Gaylard,  adj.  lively,  A  3336. 

Gayler,  s.  gaoler,  A  1064. 

Gayneth,  pr.  s.  avails,  A  x  176 ;  pt.  s.  pro- 
fited, T.  i.  352. 

Gaytres  beryies,  berries  of  the  gay-tree 
or  gait-tree  (goat-tree),  berries  of  the 
Rhammus  catharticus,   or  buckthorn,  B 
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4 155.  Called  f^etb&rs  trd,  goat-benry-tree, 
in  Swedish  dialects  (Rietz). 

Oeaunt,  s.  giant.  B  1997. 3298. 

Qebet,  s.  gibbet,  gallows,  HF.  106. 

Oeen.  f>/>.  gone  (Northern),  A  4078. 

Oeeth.  pr.  s.  goes,  L.  2145. 

Generally,  adv.  everywhere,  T.  i.  86. 

Qent,  adj.  refined,  exquisite,  noble,  B 
1905;  slim,  A  3254;  /ftn.  graceful.  R. 
1032. 

Qenterye,  s.  nobility,  magnanimity.  L. 
394;  gentility,  D  1146;  gentle  birth,  I 
452;  rank,  I  461;  sign  of  good  birth, 
1  601. 

Gentil,  adj.  gentle,  refined,  A  72;  gentle, 
worthy,  B  1627;  excellent,  A  718;  mild 
in  manner,  compassionate,  A  647 ;  well- 
bred.  D  III;  beautiful.  R.  1081;  charm- 
ing, R.  1016. 

Gentillesse,  jr.  gentleness,  noble  kindness, 
courtesy,  good  breeding.  L.  610,  loio, 
1080;  A  920;  nobility.  B  3854 ;  gentility. 
13  1 109 ;  worth,  E  96 ;  kindness.  G  1054 ; 
condescension,  B  853 ;  high  birth,  1  585  ; 
slcndemess,  symmetry,  F  426;  delicate 
nurture,  E  593. 

Gentilleste,  adj.  sup.  noblest,  E  72,  131. 

Gentilly,  adv.  gently,  honourably,  A 
3104;  courteously,  B  1093:  frankly,  F 
674. 

Oentils,  s.  pi.  gentlefolk,  A  3 113. 

Geomancie,  j.  divination  by  figures  made 
on  the  earth,  I  605. 

GeometrienB,  s.pl.  geometiicians.  B  3. 
p  10.  143. 

Gere,  s.  gear,  armour,  A  2180;  equip- 
ment, A  4016;  property,  B  800 ;  utensils, 
A  352;  apparel,  A  365;  pi.  contrivances, 
F  1276. 

Gere,  j.  changeful  manner,  A  1372;  //. 
changeful  ways,  A  1531. 

Gerful,  adj.  changeable,  T.  iv.  286;  A 
15^8.    Cf.  Gery. 

Gerland,  s.  garland.  R.  566. 

Gemer,  s.  garner,  A  593. 

Gery,  adj.  changeable,  A  1536. 

Gesse,  v.  suppose,  imagine.  R.  1115;  ipr. 
s.  suppose,  A  82, 117 :  B  3435,  3960. 

GessinGre,  s.  opinion,  B  i.  p  4.  315. 

Gest,  s.  guest,  HF.  288. 

Geste,  jr.  romance,  tale,  story,  T.  ii.  83, 
iii.  450;  in  geste,  in  romance-form,  like 
the  common  stock-stories,  B  2123;  pi. 
stories,  D  642 ;  occurrences,  T.  i.  145 ; 
exploits,  affairs,  T,  ii.  1349;  histories, 
history,  B  1126:  deeds,  HF.  1434. 

Gestoiirs,  j.  pi.  story-tellers,  B  2036; 
Gestiours,  HF.  1198. 


Get  (jet),  X.  contrivance,  G  1277. 
Geten,  v.  obtain,  get,  L.  2370;  beget,  E 

1437;  Gel,^r.  s.  procures,  I  828;  Gete, 

^pr.pl.as  fut.  (ye)  will  get, 5.  651;  Gat, 

//.  s,  begat,  B  715 ;  got,  7.  206;  procured 

for,  A  703;  Geten,  ;>/.  gotten,  obtained, 

A  291;  won,  L.  1753;  begotteti,  L.  1402; 

han  geten  hem,  to   have    acquired    for 

themselves,  F  56. 
Gif,  cohJ.  if  (Northern),  A  4181.  4190. 
Gig'Gres, />/.  rapid  movements,  HF.  1942. 
Gifirerinfirej/f^j.//. //.  fitting  with  straps. 

A  2504.     From  O.  V.guigue,  a  handle  of 

a  shield. 
Gilden,  adj.  golden,  3.  338. 
Gilt.  s.  guilt,  offence,  F  757,  1039;  pi.  sins, 

B  3015. 
Glltelees,  adj.  guiltless,  innocent.  A  1312. 
Giltif,  iidj.  guilty,  T.  iii.  1019. 
Gin,   s.  contrivance,  snare,   G   1165;   //. 

traps,  snaies,  R.  1620. 
Glngrebreedy  s.  gmgerbread,  B  2044. 
Gingrere,  s.  ginger,  R.  1369. 
Gingrlen,  v.  jingle,  A  170. 
Ginne,  z/.  begin,  attempt,  HF.  2004;  Gan, 

I  //.  s.  began,  T.  i.  266;   {as  auxiliary 

verb),  did,  R.  734,  1129;  Gonne,//.  did, 

E  1 103;  HF.  944,  1002;  began,  C  323; 

Gonnen,//. //.   began.   5.  531;   Gunne, 

pt.pl.  began,  HF.  1658;  did,  HF.  1384; 

Gunnen,//.  pi.  did.  T.  ii.  150. 
Ginningre,  s.  beginning,  T.  i.  377. 
Gipoun,  s.  a  short  cassock  or  doublet, 

A  75.  2120. 
Gipser,  J.  pouch,  purse.  A  357. 
Girdel,  j.  girdle,  A  358,3250;  central  line, 

or  great  circle,  A.  i.  17.  49. 
Girden,^e'r.  to  strike,  B  3736.     Properly 

to  switch. 
Glrdilstede,  s.  waist,  R.  826. 
Glrles,  pi.  young  people,  whether   male 

or  female.  A  664. 
Girt,  pr.  s.  girds,  L.  1775 ;  pp.  girded.  A  329. 
Giser.  J.  gizzard,  liver,  B  3.  m  12.  47. 
Giteme,  s.  kind  of  ^itar,  cittern,  A  3333. 
GiteminGre,  s.  playmg  on  the  gittern,  or 

cittern,  A  3363. 
Glade,  get.  to  gladden,  cheer,  E  1174; 

ger.  to  console,  A  2837  ;  to  rejoice,  5. 687 ; 

Gladed,  //.  s.  cheered,  T.  i.  116;  imp.  s. 

3/.  may  he  comfort,   E  822;   Gladeth, 

itnp.pl,  rejoice,  4.  1. 
Glader,  s.  one  that  cheers,  A  2223. 
Gladly,  a^/z/.  fitly,  887;  willingly,  F  224; 

by  preference,  L.  770;  that  been  gl.  ityse, 

that  would  be  thought  wise,  F  372. 
Gladaoin,  adj.  pleasant,  B  3968. 
Glareth,  pr.  s.  j^listens.  shines,  HF.  27a. 
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Glase,  ger.  to  glaze,  furnish  with  glass,  T. 
V.  469.  To  glaze  one's  kood  =  to  provide 
with  a  useless  detenct*. 

Qlasingr,  J.  glass-work,  3.  327. 

Glede,  s.  burning  coal,  glowing  coal  or 
ashes.  B  iii;  coloured  as  the  glede,  of 
a  bright  red,  gules,  B  3574;  fl.  glowing 
coals,  L.  235.    See  Qleed. 

Gledy,  adj.  glowing  (as  a  coal),  burning, 
L.  105. 

Glee,  s.  music,  T.  ii.  1036;  entertainment, 
B  2030;  //.  musical  instruments,  HF. 
1209. 

Gleed,  r.  glowing  coal,  L.  735. 

Olente, //.//.  glanced,  T.  iv.  1223. 

Glewe,  V.  fasten,  glue,  HF.  1761. 

Gleyre,  s.  white  (of  an  egg),  G  806. 

Gllden,  pp.  ^/Glyde. 

Glimsingr,  s.  imperfect  sight.  E  2383. 

Gllteren,/r.//.  glitter,  A  977. 

Glood,  pt.  s.  f?/ Clyde. 

Glose,  s.  glosing,  comment,  L.  328;  F 
166;  explanation,  D  1792;  commentary, 
hence  mai^in,  3.  333. 

Glose,  ger.  to  interpret,  explain,  T.  iv. 
1410;  to  flatter,  B  3330;  speak  with 
circumlocution,  E  2351 ;  persuade  cun- 
ningly, T.  iv.  1471 ;  cajole,  D  509;  com- 
ment on,  B  1 180. 

Glosinero,  s.  explaining,  D  1793. 

Olyde,  V.  glide,  A  1575 ;  ascend,  G  402 ; 
slip,  T.  iv.  1215 ;  up  gl.,  rise  up  gradually, 
^  373:  Gld6d,  pt.  s.  went  quickly,  B 
2094;  Gllden,//.  glided,  passed,  E  1887. 

Gniden,  //.  pi.  rubbed,  9. 1 1.  From  A.  S. 
gnidan. 

Gnof,  J.  churl  (lit.  thief),  A  3188.  Mod. 
E.  gonoph. 

Qnow,//.  5.  gnawed,  B  3638. 

Gobet,  s.  piece,  morsel,  fragment,  A  696. 

God,  s.  A  769;  God  be  with  von,  farewell, 
C  748 ;  Goddes,  God's.  Christ's,  B  1166; 
{pronounced  god's),  D  1096;  Goddes, 
pi.  gods,  false  gods,  3.  1328. 

Godhede,  s.  divinity,  A  2381. 

Godlihede,  s.  beauty,  T.  iii.  1730. 

Godsib,  s.  sponsor.  I  909. 

Gold,  s.  made  of  gold.  R.  1193. 

Gold-bete,  adorned  with  beaten  gold, 
gilt.  7.  24.    Cf.  Y-bete. 

Goldes,  //.  marigolds,  A  1929. 

Gold-hewen,  pp.  hewn  of  gold,  cut  out 
of  or  made  of  gold,  A  2500. 

Goldlees,  adj.  moneyless,  B  1480. 

Goldsmithrie,  s.  goldsmiths'  work,  A 
2498. 

Golee,  J.  gabble  (lit.  mouthful),  5.  566. 
O.  F.  golee. 


.t 


Golet,  s.  throat,  gullet,  C  543. 

Goliardeys,  s.  buffoon,  scurrilous  talker, 
A  560. 

Gomme,  s.  gum,  L.  121. 

God,  v.  go,  proceed,  F  200;  walk,  L.  1399; 
move,  A  2510;  lete  it  goon,  let  it  go,  G 
1475 ;  to  walk,  I  105 ;  move,  F921 ;  roam, 
L.  2066;  Goost,  2  pr.  s,  goest.  G  56; 
Goth,  pr.  s.  goes,  i.  68;  Gooth  about, 
seeks  for,  T.  i.  1091 ;  Gooth,  goes,  B  385 ; 
Geeth,  L.  2145;  Gas  (Northern),  A 
4037 ;  Goon, pr.pl.  proceed,  go  along,  E 
898 ;  Goon,  pp.  gone,  L.  792 ;  B.  17 ;  Go, 
pp.  gone,  G  907;  Geen  (Northern),  A 
4078 ;  Go.  pr.  s.  subj.  may  walk,  L.  2069 ; 
Go  we,  let  us  go,  T.  ii.  615 ;  Goth,  imp. 
pi.  go,  B  3384. 

Gonfanoun,  s.  gonfanon,  gonfolon,  a 
sacred  banner,  R.  laoi. 

Gongre,  s.  privy.  1  885. 

Gonne,  s.  missile,  L.  637;  gun,  cannon, 
HF.  1643. 

Gonne,  -n;  see  Glnne,  v. 

Good,  s,  property,  goods.  5.  462;  Gode, 
dat.  benefit,  HF.  1.  58;  property,  wealth, 
L.  2638 ;  Godes,  //.  goods.  B  2605. 

Goodlich,  adj.  kind,  bountiful,  G  1053. 

Goodliheed,  s.  seemliness,  T.  ii.  842; 
goodly  seeming,  HF.  330;  a  goodly  out- 
side, HF.  274. 

Goodly,  adj.  kindly.  B  2991;  excellent, 
L.  77;  pleasing,  right,  B  39(39;  portly, 
B  4010. 

Goodly,  adv.  patiently,  T.  iii.  1035 ;  well, 
B  2420 ;  kindly,  HF.  565 ;  reasonablv,  T. 
iii.  990;  favourably,  T.  iii.  654;  rightly, 
B2860. 

Good-man,  s.  master  of  the  house,  C  361 ; 
householder,  L.  1391. 

G0O8,  J.  goose,  5.  358 ;  Gees.//.  E  2275. 

Gooslsb,  adj.  goose-like,  foolish,  T.  iii. 

584. 
GooBt,  2/r.  s.  goest.  B.  2501. 

Goot,  5.  goat,  A  688.  G  886. 

Gore,  s.  '  gore '  or  gusset  of  a  garment,  B 

1979 :  a  triangular  piece  cut  out,  A  3237. 
Gosbauk,  s.  goshawk,  B  1928. 
Gosalb,  s.  female  companion,  D    sag; 

male  (spiritual)  relation,  D  243 ;  Godsib, 

sponsor,  I  909. 
Gossomer,  s.  gossamer,  F  259. 
GOst,  s.  spirit,  ghost,  HF.  185 ;  soul,  i.  56; 

mind,  L.  103;  ghost  (ironically),  H  «; 

the  Holy  Spirit,  i.  93;  G  328;  yeldeth 

up  the  gost,  gives  up  the  ghost,  L.  886. 
Gostly.  Goostly,  adj.  spiritual,  I  ^92. 
Gostly,    adv.    spiritually,    mystically,    G 

109 ;  devoutly,  truly,  T.  v.  103a 
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Goter,  s.  gutter,  channel  for  water.  L. 

2705- 
Goune-clootli,  s.  cloth  to  make  a  gown, 

D  2247,  2252. 

Governaille,  s.  mastery,  E  119a ;  p/,  rules, 
B  I.  p  6.  32. 

Govemaunce,  s.  management,  control, 
rule,  HF.  ^5,  958;  providence,  T.  ii. 
467 ;  dommion,  B  3541 ;  manner  of 
action,  F  311;  self-control,  T.  ii.  loao; 
charge,  care,  C  73;  demeanour,  T.  ii. 
219. 

Gov6me,  v.  control,  T.  iii.  475 ;  imp.  pL 
arrange,  regulate,  B  145 1,  K  322. 

Govdrneresse,  s.  /em.  governor,  ruler, 
mistress,  i.  141 ;  2.  80. 

Govemour,  s.  ruler,  lunpire,  A  813; 
leader,  L.  1060. 

Grace,  s.  favour,  i.  46;  mercy.  F  999; 
pardon,  B  647;  good  opinion.  R.  1169; 
virtue,  R.  X099;  hir  grace,  her  favour 
(i.e.  that  of  the  Virgin),  B  980;  of  grace, 
out  of  favour,  in  kindness,  F  161 ; 
sory  grace,  an  ill  favour,  HF.  1790;  dis- 
&vour,  D  746 ;  harde  grace,  displeasure, 
5.  6^;  displeasure,  disgust,  D  2228; 
severity,  HF.  1586;  dis^vour.  misfor- 
tune. T.  i.  713 ;  ill  luck  (i.  e.  a  curse  upon 
him),  G665:  Graces,//,  thanks,  B  2994. 

Gracelees,  adj.  unfavoured  by  God,  G 
1078 ;  out  of  favour,  T.  i.  781. 

Grame,  s.  anger,  grief,  harm.  7.  276. 

Grange,  5.  bam.  granary,  A  3668. 

Grant  mercy,  best  thanks,  G  1380. 

Grapenel,  $.  grapnel,  L.  640. 

Gras  {\),s,  grass,  R.  1419. 

Graa  (2).  s.  grace.  B  2021. 

Graspe,  v.  grope,  T.  v.  223. 

Gras-tyme,  s.  time  of  eating  grass,  time 
of  youth.  A  3868. 

Graunfires,  //.  granges,  bams,  granaries, 
HF.  698. 

Graunt,  s.  grant,  R.  851. 

Graunt  mercy,  best  thanks,  G  1 156. 

GrauDten,  v.  grant,  R.  1483 ;  fix,  name, 
E  179 ;  pt.  s.  assented  to,  L.  2665 ;  pt.  pi. 
consented  to,  A  786. 

Grave,  s.  A  2778 :  pit.  L.  68a 

Graven,  v.  engrave,  F  830 ;  Grave,  v.  dig ; 
doth  she  gr.,  she  causes  to  be  dug,  L.  678 ; 
bury,  E  681 ;  to  engrave.  C  17 ;  Graven, 
pp.  engraved,  graven.  HF.  193;  buried, 
I-,.  785:  GT2ive,pp.  graven,  HI*.  157. 

Orayn,  s.  dye;  in  grayn,  in  dye,  i.  e. 
dyed  of  a  fast  colour,  B  19x7. 

Graythe.  ger.  to  clothe,  dress,  R.  584. 

Greoe,  s.  grease,  A  135. 

Qredy,  cuij.  greedy,  ready,  T.  iii.  1758. 


Gree  (i) .  j.  fovour,  good  part,  R.  42 ;  good 
will,  18. 73 ;  in  gree y  favourably,  T.  ii.529. 
Gree  (2).  s.  degree,  rank,  L.  1313:  supe- 
riority. A  2733. 

Greef ,  s.  grievance.  D  2174. 

Greet,  adj.  great,  3. 954 ;  principal.  B 1 181 ; 
voc.  B  1797;  //.  L.  929:  luxuriant,  C  37; 
a  greet,  a  great  one,  .A  339 ;  Grete,  def. 
adj.  as  s.,  the  chief  part,  L.  574. 

Grehoundes,  s.pi.  greyhounds,  A  190. 

Greithe,  v.  prepare,  B  3784. 

Gr6ne,  adj.  as  s.,  green  colour,  R.  573 ;  A 
103;  green  clothing  (the  colour  of  in- 
constancy), 21.  7;  green  place,  green 
space,  F  ^62. 

Grenehede,  v.  greenness,  wantonness,  B 
163. 

QrenDingyPres.part.  grinning,  R.  156. 

Gres,  s.  grass,  T.  ii.  515 ;  //.  grasses,  HF. 
1353. 

Grete,  v.  greet ;  imp,  s.  L.  2299 ;  Grette, 
I  pt.  s.  L.  116. 

Gretter,  adj.  comp.  greater,  A  197. 

Grevaunce,  s.  grievance,  trouble,  hard- 
ship, B  2676;  complaint  (against  us), 
I.  63;  discomfort,  5.  205;  affliction,  la 
47 ;  pi.  distresses,  T.  i.  647. 

Greve,  j.  grove,  T.  v.  1144;  //.  A  1495; 
boughs,  sprays.  L.  227. 

Greve,  ger.  to  harm,  R.  1042;  feel  vexed, 
grumble.  T.  i.  343 ;  pr.  s.  grieves,  harms, 
A  917 ;  impers.  it  vexes,  E  647. 

Qrevous,  adj.  grievous,  painful,  T.  v. 
1604. 

Greyn,  s.  grain,  corn,  A  596;  grain  (dye), 
B  4649 ;  in  greyn,  of  a  fast  colour,  F  51 1 ; 
Greyn  de  Paradys,  grains  of  paradise, 
I^-  13^;  Greyn,  grain  (of  paradise), 
cardamom,  A  3690. 

Grey  then,  pr.  pi.  prepare  (themselves), 
get  ready,  A  4309;  ger.  to  adorn,  clothe, 
dress,  R.  584.     \QX^.gre^a. 

Griffon,  s.  griffin,  A  2133. 

Grille,  adj.pl.  horrible,  R.  73. 

Grim,  adj.  angry,  A  2043;  fierce,  A  2519. 

Grimnesse,  s,  horror,  I  864. 

Grinte,  pt.  s.  grinned,  D  2161. 

Grlntingre,  s.  gnashing  (of  teeth) ,  I  208. 

Grisel,  s.  name  given  to  an  old  man, 
whose  hair  is  gray  (lit.  old  horse),  16. 35. 

Grisly,  adj.  homble,  terrible,  awful,  A 
1363,  1971 ;  very  serious,  T.  ii.  1700. 

Grobbe,  v.  dig,  grub  (up),  9.  29. 

Grome,  s.  man;  gr.  and  wenche,  man 
and  woman,  HF.  206;  pi.  men,  R.  200. 

Gronte,  pt.  s.  groaned,  B  3899. 

Grope,  V.  try,  test,  exauune,  A  644 ;  ggr, 
to  search  out,  D  1817. 
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Or6t,  s.  particle,  atom,  D  1292. 
Or5te,  s.  groat,  (Dutch)  coin.  C  945. 
Grounded,  pp.  well  instructed,  A  414; 

founded,  T.  iv.  1672. 
Qroyn  ( i ) ,  j.  (a  swine's)  snout,  I  156. 
Qro3rn  (2),  j.  murmur,  T.  i.  349. 
Groyning,  s.  murmuring,  A  2460. 
Grucche,  v.  murmur,  T.  iii.  643;  ^^r.  to 

grumble,  D  443. 
Grucchlng',  s.  grumbling,  complaining, 

murmuring,  D  ^^6,  I  499. 
Gruf,  adv,  on    their  faces,  grovellingly, 

in  a  grovelling  posture,  A  949,  B  1865. 

Cf.  Icel.  d^ru/k,  face  downwards. 
Grypen,  j^^r.  to  grasp,  R.  204. 
Grys,  ad),  gray,  G  559;  pomely  grys,  i.  e. 

dapple-gray. 
Grys,  s.  a  gray  fur,  A  194.    The  fiir  of 

the  gray  squirrel. 
Guerdon,  s.  recompense,  meed,  reward, 

R.  1526 ;  him  to  g.,  as  a  reward  for  him, 

L.  2052. 
Guerdone,  v.  reward,  I  283 ;  pp.  B  246a. 
GuerdoninfiT*  '.  reward,  5.  455. 
Gyde.  s.  guide,   A    804;    ruler,    G  45; 

guide,  wielder,  5.  136. 
Q-yde,  ger.  to  direct,  lead,  T.  i.  183 ;  to 

guide,  T.  iii.  181 1;  pr.  pi.  conduct,  T. 

ii.  1104. 
Gyderesse,  s.  conductress,  B  4.  p  i.  9. 
Gydiner,  s.  guidance,  T.  v.  643. 
Gye,  V.  guide,  A  1950,  E  1429;  conduct 

(myself),  L.  2045;  govern,  A  3046;  rule, 

B  3587;  instruct,  control,   B  1286;  ger, 

to  guide,  T.  v.  546;  to  regulate,  I   13; 

as  wisty  he  gye^  so  verily  may  he  guide, 

25.8. 
Gyle,  s.  deceit,  A  2596;  trick,  T.  iii.  777. 
Gylour,  s.  beguiler,  trickster,  A  4321. 
Gyse,   s.  guise,  way,   A    663;    manner, 

R.  789,  A  1208,  1789;  custom,  A  993; 

way,  plan,  T.  iv.  1370. 
Gyte,   J.  dress,  perhaps  skirt  or  mantle, 

A  3954 ;  //.  D  559.   Ct gyde  in  Jamieson's 

Diet.,  where  the  sense  is  dress,  skirt, 

or  mantle.    Gascoigne  uses  gite  in  the 

sense  of  dress  in  his  Philomena,  1.  117: 

'A  stately  Nimph,  a  dame  of  heauenly 

kinde.  Whose  glittering  gite  so  glimsed 

in  mine  eyes.' 


Ha  1  ha  I  inter;.  B  4571. 
Haberdaasher,  s.  seller  of  hats.  A  361. 
Haberg^eoun,  s.  a  hauberk  or  coat  of 

mail,  A  76,  21 19. 
Habitacle,  s.  habitable  space,  B  a.  p  7. 

59;  Habitacles,//.  niches,  HF.  1194. 


Habodndaunt,  pres.  pt.  abounding,  B 

3.  p  2.  32. 
Habounde,  v.  abound.  B  3938,  E  1286. 
Habundant,  adj.  abundant,  E  59. 
Habundaunce,  s.  plenty,  B  2322. 
Haby  ten,  pr.  pi.  inhabit,  R.  66a 
Hacches,  pi.  hatches,  L.  648. 
Hailes, /)/.  hail-storms,  HF.  967. 
Halnselins,  j.  pi.  short  jackets,  I  422. 

O.  F.  hainselln,  hamcellin,  a  sort  of  robe ; 

cf.  G.  Hemd,  shirt. 
Haire,  s.  hair-shirt,  R.  438. 
Hakeney,  s.  old  horse,  R.  1137 ;  G  559. 
Halde, />/.  held,  esteemed  (Northern),  A 

4208. 
Hale,    V.   draw,   attract.   5.    151;  pr.   s, 

draws  back,  i.  68. 
Half,  J.  side,  HF.  1136:    behalf,   T.   ii. 

1734;  Halfe,  dat,  5.  125;   on  my  hal/e, 

from  me.    3.  139;   a  goddes  halfe,  on 

God's  side,  in  God's  name,  D  50 ;  Halve, 

dat.  side,  part,  T.    iv.  945;  //.  sides, 

A  ^481. 
Half-flroddes,  pi.  demi-gods,  L.  387. 
HaJf-yeer  aere,  of  the  age  of  half  a  year, 

A  3071. 
Haliday.  s.  holiday,  A  3309.  3340. 
Halke,  s.  comer.  R.  464;   hiding-place, 

L.  1780;  nook,  F  1121 ;  pi.  G  311. 
Halle,  s.  hall,  A  353 ;  dining-room,  T.  ii. 

1 170 ;  parlour,  B  4022. 
Halp,  //.  s.  of  Helpe. 
Hals.  J.  neck.  HF.  394:  B73;  cut  the  hab, 

cut  in  the  throat,  L.  292  a. 
Halse,  I  pr.  s.  I  conjure,  B  1835.    The 

proper  meaning  of  A.  S.  healsian  is  to 

clasp  round  the  neck  (A.  S.  heals),  and 

thence  to  beseech,  supplicate. 
Halt,  pr.  s.  of  Holde  and  Halten. 
Halten,  ger.  to  limp,  T.  iv.  1457;  Halt, 

pr.  s.  goes  lame,  3.  622. 
Halve    firoddes,   pi.  demigods,   T.   iv. 

1545. 
Halvendel,  s.  the  half  part  (oO.  T.  v. 

335. 
Halwen,  ger.  to  hallow,  I  919. 
Halwes,  pi.  saints,  B  1060;  apostles,  3. 

831 ;  shnnes  of  saints,  A  14. 
Haly-dayes,  pi.  holy-days,  festivals,  A 

3952, 1  667. 
Ham,  s.  home  (Northern),  A  403a. 
Hameled,  pp.  cut  off,  T.  ii.  964.    (It 

refers    to  the  mutilation   of  do|^  that 

were    found    to    be     pursuing     game 

secretly.      They     were     mutilated     by 

cutting  off  a  foot)     A.  S.  hamelian,  to 

mutilate. 
Hamer,  s.  hammer,  A  3508. 
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Haxnpred,  //.  hampered,  burdened.  R. 

1493- 
Hand,   s.  hand.  A   io8;    ift    his   hanae, 

leading  by  his  hand,  L.  213. 

Handebrede,  j.  hand's  breadth,  A  381 1. 

Handwerk,  s,  creatures,  things  created, 
D  1562. 

Hangeth, /r.  j.  asfiit.  will  hang,  R.  193; 
Heeng,  pt.  s.  hung,  A  3250 ;  Heng,  p/.  s. 
hung,  R.  224,  240;  (which)  hung,  E 
1883;  hung  down,  T.  it.  689;  Hanged, 
pp.  hung  round,  A  2568 ;  hung,  T.  ii.  353. 

Map,  s.  chance,  E  2057:  Iuck,  success, 
B  3928,  G  1209;  good  fortune,  3.  1039; 
A.  other  grace^  a  mere  chance  or  a 
special  flavour,  3.  810;  //.  occurrences, 

3-  1279- 
Happe,  V.  happen,  berall,  A  585 ;  h.  how 

h.  may,  happen  what  may,  T.  v.  796. 

Happen,  pr.  s.  subj.  (it)  may  happen,  L. 

78. 

Happy,  adj.  lucky,  T.  ii.  621. 

Hard,  adj.  hard.  A  229;  of  hard,  with 
difficulty,  T.  ii.  1236;  def.  cruel,  6.  106; 
F  499;  with  h.  grace,  with  displeasure, 
severity  fsee  Grace). 

Harde,  aav,  tightly,  A  3279. 

Hardely,  adv.  boldly,  R.  270 ;  unhesitat- 
ingly. 6.  118;  scarcely,  R.  4;  certainly, 

HF.  359. 

Hardixnent,  s.  boldness,  T.  iv.  533. 

Hardinesse,  s.  boldness,  A  1948,  B  3210; 
fool-hardiness,  B  2508 ;  insolence,  I  438. 

Harding,  s.  hardening,  tempering,  F  243. 

Hardndsae,  s.  cruelty,  4.  232 ;  hardship, 
1688. 

Hardy,  adj.  bold,  A  405 ;  sturdy,  F  19 ; 
rash,  R.  1038. 

Harie,  ger,  to  drag,  I  171 ;  Haried,  pp. 
pulled  forcibly,  A  2726. 

Harlot,  s.  a  person  of  low  birth,  servant- 
lad,  D  1754;  ribald,  A  647;  rogue, 
rascal,  A  4268;  Harlotes,  pi.  thieves, 
pick-pockets,  R.  191.  (Used  of  both 
sexes.) 

Harlotrye,  s.  ribaldry,  A  31^ ;  wicked- 
ness. D  1328 ;  evil  conduct,  £  2262 ;  pi. 
ribald  jests,  A  561. 

Harm,  s.  harm,  ^.  492;  A  385;  broken 
harm,  occasional  injury,  petty  annoy- 
ance, E  X425. 

Hameised,  pp,  equipped  (lit.  harnessed), 
A  114. 

Hameys,  s.  armour,  A  1006;  gear,  ar- 
rangement, I  974;  fittings,  A  2^96; 
harness,  I  433 ;  provision,  D  136. 

Harpe-stringes,  //.  harp-stnngs,  HF. 
777* 


Harping,  x.- playing  on  the  harp,  A  266. 

Harpour,  s.  harper,  T.  ii.  1030. 

Harre,  s.  hinge,  A  550.    A.  S.  heorra. 

Harrow  I  inter] .  help  I  A  3286.  O.  F.  haro. 

Harwed,//.  s.  harried,  despoiled.  A  3512, 
D  2107.  (Alluding  to  the  harrying  or 
harrowing  of  hell  by  Christ)  A.  S. 
hergian. 

Hasard,  s.  dice-play.  C  465,  591. 

Hasardour,  s.  gamester,  C  ^96. 

Hasardrye,  s.  gaming,  playmg  at  hazard, 
C590. 

Hasel-wode,  s.  hazel-wood,  i.  e.  no  news 
(see  below),  T.  v.  505,  1174:  //.  hazel- 
bushes,  T.  iii.  890.  (Hazel-woods  shake, 
i.  e.  that  is  no  news,  it  is  of  no  use  to 
tell  me  that.) 

Ha8X>e,  s.  hasp,  A  3470. 

Hast,  hast  thou  (so)?  A  4268. 

Hast,  s.  haste,  T.  iii.  1438. 

Hasteth,  imp.pl.  make  haste.  I  72. 

Hastif ,  adj.  hasty,  A  3545. 

Haetifnesse,  s.  hastiness,  B  23x2. 

Hastow,  2/r.  J.  hast  thou,  A  3533. 

Hateful,  adj.  hateful,  D  366;  odious 
(Lat.  odibiU),  D  1195. 

Hateredea,  s.  pi.  hatreds,  B  4.  m  4.  2. 

Haubergeons,  j^/.  hauberks,  1 1052, 1054. 

Hauberk,  s.  coat  of  mail,  A  2431,  B  2053. 

Haunche-bon,  5.  thigh-bone,  A  3803; 
//.  haunch-bones,  A  3279. 

Haunt,  s.  abode,  B  abode,  B  2001 ;  '  limit.' 
usual  resort,  A  252  c\  use.  practice, 
skill.  447. 

Haunteth,  pr.  s.  habitually  uses,  T.  v. 
1556;  is  used  to,  A  4392;   practises.   C 

f^7 ;  /''.  P^'  resort  to,  1  885 ;  practise. 
780,  847. 

Hauteyn,  adj.  proud,  stately,  5.  962; 
loud,  C  330;  Hautein,  haughty,  I  614. 

Haven,  v.  have.  T.  iii.  1463 ;  Han,  v.  F  56 ; 
keep,  retain,  C  725 ;  take  away.  C  727 ; 
obtain.  G  234;  possess  (cf. '  to  have  and 
to  hold'),  B  208;  Hast,  a  pr.  s.  hast 
thou  so?  A  4268;  Hath,  pr.  s.  has, 
L.  2700;  Han,  i  pr.  pi.  have,  L.  28; 
apr.pl.  A  849;  H&n,  pr.pl.  E  188,  381; 
possess,  A.  pr.  24;  Hadde.  i  pt.  s.  pos- 
sessed, 2.  34 ;  Hadde,  pt.  s.  bad,  L.  1859 ; 
had,  possessed,  E  438;  took,  E  303; 
Hade  (used  for  the  rime),  pt.  s.  A  554, 
617 ;  Hadden,  //.  pi.  had,  kept.  E  201 ; 
Hadde, ^/.//.  L.  1841;  /hadde  lever,  I 
would  rather,  B  3083;  Have,  imp.  s. 
take,  F  759 ;  Have  doon,  make  an  end,  ' 

— 5-492. 

Havlnge,  s,  possession  {habtmdi),  B  a. 
015.33. 
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Hawe,  (i),  s.  haw,  yard,  enclosure,  C  855. 

Hawe,  (2),  J.  haw  (fruit  of  dog-rose),  D 
659 ;  wUA  hawe  bake,  with  baJced  haws, 
i.  e.  with  coarse  fare,  B  95. 

Hay,  s.  hedge,  R.  54. 

Hayl,  inter j.  hail !  A  3579. 

Hayt,  inter j,  come  up !  D  1543. 

He,  pron.  he,  A  44,  &c. ;  used  for  it,  G  867, 
868 ;  that  he,  that  man.  HF.  2069 ;  He  . . . 
he,  this  one  . . .  that  one,  5.  166 ;  He  and 
he,  one  man  and  another,  T.  ii.  1748; 
Him,  dot.  and  ace,  himself,  A  87 ;  Him 
or  here,  him  or  her,  HF.  1003;  him 
semed,  it  seemed  to  him,  he  appeared, 
B  3361 ;  Hem,  pi.  dat,  and  ace,  them, 
A  11;  hem  seemed,  it  seemed  to  them, 
they  supposed.  F  56. 

Hed,  pp.  hidden,  L.  208. 

Hede,  s.  heed,  A  303 ;  tak  h.,  take  care, 
1.47. 

Hede,  v.  provide  with  a  head,  T.  ii.  1042. 

H^dd,  s.  head,  A  198,  293,  455;  source, 
16.  43;  beginning,  F  1282;  on  his  A., 
at  the  risk  of  his  head,  A  1725;  malgre 
hir  hede,  in  spite  of  all  they  can  do, 
4.  220;  maugree  hir  heed,  in  spite  of  all 
she  could  do,  D  887 ;  maugre  thyn  heed, 
in  spite  of  all  thou  canst  do.  B  104; 
Hedes,  pi.  heads,  or  first  points  of  signs, 
A.  i.  17.  20;  Hevedes,  heads,  B  2032. 

Heef .  //.  J.  of  Heve. 

Heeld,  //.  s.  of  Holde. 

Heelp.  //.  s.  of  Helpe. 

Heengr,  pt.  s.  of  Hange. 

Hd^p,  s.  heap,  i.  e.  crowd,  host,  A  575 ; 
great  number,  crowd,  T.  iv.  1281. 

H66r,  s.  hair,  R.  549;  H6res,  pi.  HF. 
1300. 

H66r,  adv.  here,  B  1177;  Heer  and  ther, 
never  long  in  one  place,  G  1174;  her 
and  ther,   hither    and    thither,   B  5.   p 

5-  33- 
Heer-ag'ayns,  prep,  against  this,  I  668. 
Heer-biforn,    adv.    here-before,    before 

this,  F  1535. 
Heer-forth,  adv.  in  this  direction.  D  looi. 
Heer-mele,  s.  the  thickness  of  a  hair, 

a  hair's  breadth,  A.  ii.  38.  17. 
Heeste,  s.  commandment,  I  845. 
Heet,/>/.j.  ^/Hote. 
Hefirere,  s.  hedge,  T.  v.  1144;  //.  B  4408. 
Heigrh,   adj.   high,  A   316,  522;  great,  A 

1798;    lofty,    B    3192;    learned,   E    18; 

severe,  B  795;    iTeigho,  def.  C  633;   in 

h.    and   loive,   in    both    high   and    low 

things,  i.  e.  wholly,  A  817,  B  993. 
Heigrhe,  adv.  high  up,  T.  iv.  996;  heigh, 

B  4607 ;  an  heigh,  on  high,  F  849. 


Helg'hly,  adv.  strongly.  T.  ii.  1733. 

Helde,  v.  hold,  n'lain,  D  272.  See  Holde 
(the  usual  form). 

Helde,  //.  //.  poured  out,  HF.  1686. 
(Better  than  '  held.')    See  Hlelde. 

Hele,  J.  health,  L.  1159;  recovery,  well- 
being,  I.  80;  prosperity,  L.  296.  A.  S. 
h?Flu.  * 

H61e,  dat.  heel,  T.  iv.  728. 

Hele,  V.  conceal,  B  2279;  pp.  hidden,  B 
424^.    A.  S.  helan. 

Heleiees,  adj.  out  of  health,  T.  v.  1593. 

Helen,  v.  heal,  11.  4;  fp.  A  2706. 

Helle,  s.  hell,  4.  120;  L.  2,  6. 

Helpe,  s.  helper,  assistant,  L.  1616. 

Helpe,z;.help,  A  258 ;  H.  of,  cure  of,  A  632 ; 
Heelp,  1  pt.  s.  helped,  A  4246;  Heelp, 
pt.  5.  B  920 ;  Halp,  pt.  s.  A  1651 ;  Helpeth, 
imp.pl.  L.  68 ;  Holpc,//.  s.  subj.  helped, 
R.  1230;  Holpen,  pp.  helped,  aided, 
F  666;   healed,  A  18. 

Helply,  adj.  helpful,  T.  v.  128. 

Hem,  them ;  see  He. 

Hemi-spere,  hemisphere,  T.  iii.  1439. 

Hem-self,  pron.  pi.  themselves,  B  145; 
Hem-selven,  F  1420. 

Hen,  s.  hen,  A  177 ;  (as  a  thing  of  small 
value),  D  11 12. 

Hende,    adj.    courteous,    polite,   gentle, 

A  3199.  3272.  3462. 

Henne,  adv.  hence,  T.  i.  572. 

Hennes,  adv.  hence,  T.  v.  402 ;  now,  HF. 
1284. 

Hennes-forth,  adv.  henceforth,  R.  701. 

Hente,  v.  catch,  I  355;  scire,  A  3347; 
acquire,  get.  A  299;  circumvent,  T.  iv. 
1371;  diae  her  for  to  hente,  caused  her 
to  be  seized,  L.  2715 ;  Hent,//-.  s,  seizes, 
catches,  T.  iv.  5:  Hente,  pr.  s.  subj. 
may  seize,  G  7;  Hente,  pt.  s.  caught, 
took,  A  957;  caught  away,  B  1144; 
seized,  caught  hold  of,  T.  ii.  924 ;  grasped, 
C  255;  took  forcibly,  E  534;  took  in 
hunting.  B  3449;  lifted,  G  205;  pt.  pi. 
seized,  A  904;  caught,  R.  773;  pp. 
caught.  A  1581. 

Henteres,  s.  pi.  filchers,  B  i.  p  3.  89. 

H^pe,  s.  hip,  the  fruit  of  the  dog-rose,  B 

1937. 
Hepen,  pr.  pi.  augment,  B  5.  p  2. 46;  pp. 

accumulated,  T.  iv.  236. 
Her,  Hir,  pron.  poss.  their,  B  136.    A.  S. 

heora,  hira,  of  them  ;  gen.  pi.  of  hi,  he. 
Heraud,  s.  herald,  A  2533. 
Heraude,  ger.  to  proclaim  as  a  herald 

does,  HF.  1576. 
Herber,  s.  garden,  T.  ii.  1705 ;  arbour,  L. 

203. 
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HerberGpsgro,  s.  a  lodging,  abode,  A  4329 ; 

B  4179. 

Herbergreours,  s.  pL  harbingers,  pro- 
viders of  lodgings,  B  9(>7. 

Herberwe,  or  Herberw,  s.  harbour,  A 
403;  inn,  A  765;  lodging,  shelter,  A 
4119-  dwelling,  position,  F  1035. 

Herberwe,^^/-.  to  shelter,  R.  491;  Her- 
berweden, //.//.  lodged,  B  2.  p  6.  75. 

HerberwinfiT,  j.  lodging,  sheltering,  A 

4332. 
Her-bifom,  adj.  before  this  time,  L.  73; 

a  while  ago,  3.  1136. 
Her-by,  adv,  with  respect  to  this  matter, 

D  2204;  hence,  HK.  263. 
Herde,   s.  shepherd,  G   192;    keeper  of 

cattle,  A  603. 
Herde-grromes, //.  herdsmen,  HF.  1225. 
Herdes,  pi,  coarse  flax,  *  hards,'  R.  1233. 
Herdesse,  j.  shepherdess,  T.  i.  653. 
YLeve^pron,  her,  R.  1260;  &c. 
TcLere,  poss.  pron.  her,  T.  i.  285;  &c. 
Here,   adv.  here,  in  this  place,  on  this 

spot, T. V.  478.  (Dissyllabic.)   SeeHeer. 
Here,  v.  hear,  A  169;  Heren.  v.  HF.  879; 

Herestow,  2/r.  s.  hearest  thou,  A  3366; 

Herth,  pr.  s,  hears,   L.   327  a\  Herde, 

pt.  s.  heard.  A  221 ;  Herd<'stow,  hcardest 

thou,  A  4170;  Herd,//,  heard,  3.  129. 
Here-aerayns,  against  this,  A  3039 ;  Here- 

aycins.  in  reply  to  that,  T.  it.  1380. 
Here  and  boi^ne,  T.  iv.  210;  perhaps 

gentle    and    savage,    i.  e.    one   and    all 

(doubtful).     Cf.  here,  gentle,   in  Strat- 

mann  ;  and  A.  S.  Huna,  a  Hun. 
Herie,  v.  praise,  T.  iii.   1672;    Heriest. 

2  pr.  s.  worshippest,   B  3419:  pr.  s,  B 

1155;  pt.  pi.  worshipped,  L.  786;  pp.  B 

872.     A.  S.  her i an. 
Herke,  imp.s.  hearken,  K  1323;  Herketh, 

imp,  pi,  D  1656. 
Herknen,  v.   hearken,  listen,  I  81 ;  ger. 

to  listen  to,  3.  752;  Ilerkne,  v.  G  i«d6; 

ger,  B  3159:  pt.  s,  listened  to,  A  4173; 

Herkncd,  pp,  listened,  R.  630;  h.  after ^ 

exp».*cted,  F  403. 
Heme,  s.  corner,  F  1121 ;  pi.  G  658. 
Herneys,  j.  armour,  A  2496 ;  //.  sets  of 

armour,  A  1630. 
Heroner,  j.  falcon  for  herons,  T.  iv.  413. 
Heronere,  adj.  used  for  flying  at  herons, 

L.  X120.    Said  of  a  falcon. 
Heronsewes,  j.  pi.  hernshaws,   young 

herons,    F    68.      JJeronseio    is    derived, 

regularly,  from  A.  F.    heronncel,    later 

herounfeau ;  a   diminutive  from  heroun, 

like  lioncel  from  lion. 
Herse,  s.  hearse,  2.  15,  36. 


Hert,  r.  hart,  3.  351 ;  5.  195. 

Herte,  s,  heart.  A  150, 229 ;  dear  one,  T.  ii. 

1096;    courage,    3.    1222;    Hertes,  gen. 

heart's,   i.  i^ ;  Herte,  gen.  T.  ii.  445 ; 

Herte  rote,  root  (bottom)  of  the  heart, 

R.  1026 ;  niyn  hertes,  of  my  heart,  4.  57. 
Herte,  pt,  s,  hurt,  3.  883. 
Herte-blood,  heart's  blood.  A  2006. C  902. 
Hertelees,  adj.  heartless,  without  heart, 

'1*.  V.  1594 ;  deficient  in  courage.  B  4098. 
Hertely ,  adv.  heartily.  A  762 ;  thoroughly, 

L.  33 ;  earnestly,  3.  1226;  truly,  3.  85. 
Herte-rote.  s.  root  of  the  heart,  depth  of 

the  heart.  L.  1993. 
Herte-spoon,  s.  '  the  concave  part  of  the 

breast,  where    the    ribs   unite  to  form 

the  cartilago  ensi/ormts'  (Tyrwhitt),  A 

2606. 
Hert-hunting',  s.  hunting  of  the  hart,  3. 

1313. 
Herth,  pr.  s.  heareth,  L.  327  a, 
Hertly,   adj.  heartfelt,  honest.  L.  2124; 

hearty,  \i  176,  502,  F  5. 
Herjrihfire,  j.  praising.  I  682;  praise,   B 

1649 ;  glory,  T.  iii.  48. 
Heste,  s.  command,  commandment,  be- 
hest, B  382;  promise,  F  1064;   Hecste, 

commandment.  I  845. 
H^te,  J.  heat,  R.  150^:  passion.  4.  127; 

heat,  but  put  for  surge,  B  I.  m  7.  4. 
Hete,  V.  promise,  vow,  6.  77 ;  pr.  s,  suhj. 

)>romise,  A  2398 ;  i  pr.  s.  B  334 ;  Hette, 

pt.  s.  4.  185.    See  Hote. 
Heterly,  adv.  fiercely,  L.  638. 
Hdthen,  adv.  hence  (Northern),  A  4033. 
Hethenesee,  s.  heathen  lands,  A  49,  B 

II 12. 
Hethingr,    s,    contempt,    A    4110.     Icel. 

hfttiing. 
Hette,  //.  J.  heated,  inflamed.  5.  145. 
Hette,  pt.  s.  promised,  4.  185.  See  Hote. 
Heve,  v.  heave,  lift,  A  550;  ger.  to  use 

exertion,  labour,  'I',  ii.  1289;  pr.  s,  lifts 

up,  B  5.  m  5.  18:  Haf,  ^/.  s.  heaved,  A 

3470;  Hecf,  pt.  s.  lifted,  B  i.  p  1.  19. 
Heved,  s.  head,  HF.  550;  beginning,  A. 

ii.  16.  3;  Hevedcs,//.  B  2032. 
Heven,  s.  heaven,  A  519;  the  celestial 

sphere,  B  3300 ;  supreme  delight,  F  558 ; 

beautiful  sight,  T.  ii.  637;  Hcvene,^ri». 

heaven's.  D  1181,  G  542. 
Hevenish,  adj.  heavenly,  HF.  1395;  of 

th(*  spheres,  4.  30. 
Hevieth,  pr.  pi,  weigh  down,  B  5.  m  5. 16. 
Hevy,  adj.  heavy.  R.  220;  sad,  4.  12. 
He  we,   (i),  s.  hue.  colour,  complexion, 

A  394.  1364 ;  outward  appearance,  mien, 

D  1623 ;  pretence,  C  421. 
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He  we,  (2),  J.  (household) -servant,  domes- 
tic, E  1785.    A.  S.  Aiwa, 

Hewed,  adj.  coloured,  R.  213. 

Hey,  J.  hay,  A  3262 ;  grass,  B  3407. 

Hey  I  interj.  hey !  L.  1213. 

Heye,  adj.  def.  high,  A.  i.  16. 11. 

Heyg'hte,  s.  height,  A.  ii.  22.  8. 

Heyne,  s.  wretch,  G  1319. 

Hesmoua,  adj.  heinous,  odious,  T.  ii.  1617. 

Heyre,  adi.  hair,  made  of  hair,  C  736. 

Hey  re,  s.  hair-shirt,  G  133. 

HeysuGTffe,  j.  hedge-sparrow,  5.  612. 

Heyt,  interj.  come  up,  D  1561. 

Hider,  adv.  hither,  4.  165. 

HidouB,  adj.  hideous,  A  3520;  terrible, 
horrible,  dreadful,  A  1978,  B  4583;  ugly, 
R.  158. 

Hidously,  adv.  terribly,  A  1701. 

Hlelde,  pr.  s.  subj.  pour  out,  shed,  B  2. 
m  2.  2  (L^t. /unda/). 

Hierdes,  female  guardian,  protectress, 
T.  iii.  619.    See  Herdesse. 

Higrht,  Hlerbte ;  see  Hote. 

Higrhteth,  pr.  s.  adorns,  gladdens,  B  i. 
m  2.  25. 

Hild,  pt.  s.  bent,  inclined,  3.  393. 

Hinde,  jr.  hind,  3.  427. 

Hindre,  v.  hinder,  R.  1039. 

Hindreste,  superl.  hindmost,  A  622. 

Hipes,  pi.  hips,  A  472. 

Hir,  (i),  pers.  pron.  dat.  and  ace,  to  her, 
her,  A  126,  B  162,  &c. 

Hlr,  {2), pass.  pron.  her,  A  120,  B  164,  &c. 

Hir,  (3),  j^en.  pi.  of  them;  Hir  aller,  of 
them  all,  A  586;  Hir  bothe,  of  both  of 
them,  B  221. 

Hlr,  ^), pass. pron.  their,  A  11,  B  140,  &c. ; 
Her.  B  3536.  &c. 

Hir  thankee,  with  their  good  will,  will- 
ingly, A  21 14. 

Hlr^s,  hers,  5.  482,  588. 

Hlmia,  s.  hernia,  I  423. 

His,  gen.  masc.  his,  A  47,  50,  &c. ;  neut. 
its,  I.  178;  T.  iii.  1088,  V.  1379;  in  phr. 
Mars  his  =  of  Mars,  L.  2593. 

His  thankes,  with  his  good  will,  will- 
ingly, A  2107. 

Hlstorial,  adj.  historical,  C  1^6. 

Hit,  pron.  it,  2. 117 ;  Hit  am  I,  it  is  1, 3. 186, 
L.  314;  Hit  weren,  they  were,  HF.  1323. 

Hit,  pr.  s.  hides,  F  512.  ////  is  a  con- 
tracted form,  equivalent  to  hideth. 

Ho,  interj.  hold !  stop  I  B  3957. 

Ho,  s.  exclamation  commanding  silence, 
A  2533 ;  stop,  cessation,  T.  ii.  1083. 

Hochepot,  s.  hotch-potch,    mixture,   B 

2447. 
Hoke,  dot.  i/Hook. 


Hoker,  s.  scorn,  frowardness,  A  3965. 
A.  S.  hoc  or. 

Hokerly,  adv.  scornfully,  I  584. 

Hold,  s.  possession,  B  4064;  grasp,  F  167 ; 
keeping.  D  599 ;  fort,  castle,  B  507. 

Holde,  V.  keep,  preserve,  D  1144;  hold, 
keep,  B  41 ;  continue,  go  on  with,  T.  ii. 
965;  restrain,  7.  309,  310;  keep  to  (see 
Proces),  F  658 ;  Holden,  v.  hold,  keep, 
F  763;  keep.  F  1163;  think,  consider, 
L.  857;  do  than  holde  herto,  keep  to  it 
then,  3.  754;  Holde  up,  hold  up,  2.  24; 
Holde  his  pees,  hold  his  peace,  B  4625 ; 
Holde,  I  pr.  s.  consider,  deem,  G  739: 
Holdest,  2  pr.  s.  accountest,  L,  326; 
Halt,  pr.  s.  holds,  n.  16;  T.  v.  348; 
keeps,  T.  ii.  37 ;  holds  fast,  T.  iii.  1636 ; 
considers,  G  921 ;  esteems,  D  1185 ;  per- 
forms, 3.  621;  remains  firm,  10.  38; 
ilolt,  pr,  s.  holds,  T.  iii.  1374;  Holden, 
2  pr.  pi,  keep,  L.  2500 ;  Holde,  2  pr,  pi, 
esteem,  deem,  T.  v.  1339 ;  Heeld,  i  fl,  s, 
considered,  E  818;  Heeld,//.  j.  held,  A 
17s ;  took  part,  A  3847 ;  esteemed,  C  625 ; 
ruled,  B  3518;  Holden,  pp,  esteemed, 
held,  A  141 ;  considered,  E  205 ;  observed, 
F 1587 ;  esteemed,  L.  1709 ;  bound.  T.  ii. 
241;  made  to  be,  C  958;  Holde,  pp, 
esteemed,  A  1307 ;  bet  for  the  have  holde, 
better  for  thee  to  have  held,  K.  572; 
Hold  up,  imp.  pi,  hold  up,  A  783; 
Holdeth,  imp.  pi,  keep,  B  37 ;  consider, 
A  1868. 

Holdinere  in  hondes,  cajolery,  HF. 
692. 

Holly,  adv.  wholly,  T.  iii.  145. 

Holm,  s.  evergreen  oak,  A  2921. 

Holour,  s.  lecher,  adulterer,  D  254. 

Holpe,  -n ;  see  Helpe. 

Holsom,  adj.  wholesome,  T.  i.  947 ;  heal- 
ing, 5.  206. 

Holt,  s.  plantation,  A  6. 

Holt,  pr.  s.  holds,  T.  iii.  1374. 

Holwe,  adj.  hollow,  G  1265. 

Holwe,  adv.  hollow,  A  289. 

Horn.  adv.  homewards,  F  635. 

Homlcyde  {i),s.  man-slayer,  E  1994. 

Homicyde  (2),  manslaughter,  murder, 
C  644. 

Hond,  s,  hand,  A  193,  399 ;  Beren  him  on 
h.,  make  him  believe,  T.  iv.  1404;  Bere 
on  h.,  accuse  (of),  I>  226:  Bar  on  h., 
made  (them)  believe.  D  380;  Bar  him 
on  h.,  assured  him,  T.  iii.  1x54;  Holden 
in  h.,  retain,  cajole,  T.  ii.  477;  Holde 
in  h.,  T.  iii.  773 ;  delude  with  false  hopes, 
3-  loiQ. 

Honest,  adj.  creditable,  A  246;  honour- 
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able,  worthy,  B   1751;   seemly,  decent, 
C  328 ;  luxurious,  E  2028. 

Honestee,  j.  honour,  L.  1673 ;  goodness, 
^  3157 :  honourableness,  2. 40 ;  womanly 
virtue,  C  77. 

Honestetee.  s.  honour,  £  422 ;  modesty, 
I  429:  neatness,  I  431. 

Honestly,  aJv.  honourably,  B  1434; 
richly,  E  2026. 

Honere,  v.  hang,  A  2410;  be  hung,  C  790; 
do  me  h.,  cause  mc  to  be  hanged,  T.  i. 
833 :  2  pr.  pi.  subj.  hesitate,  T.  ii.  1242. 

Hony,  J.  honey,  A  2908;  beloved  one, 
A  3617. 

Hony-comb,  a  term  of  endearment, 
sweet  one,  A  3698. 

Hony-swete,  sweet  as  honey,  E  1396. 

Hoodless,  adj,  without  a  hood,  3.  1028. 

H66k,  J.  hook,  T.  v.  777 ;  sickle,  B  3.  ni  i. 
3 :  crosier,  D  1317. 

H06I,  adj.  whole,  T.  i.  961;  sound,  D 
1370:  unwounded,  F  iiu;  perfect.  G 
III.  117;  restored  to  health,  L.  2468; 
entire.  3.  554. 

H6bl.  adj.  as  adv.  wholly,  T.  i.  1053 ;  a/ 
AO0/,  entirely,  T.  iii.  1013. 

Hoolly,  adv'.  wholly,  R.  1163. 

Hoolneeae,  s.  integrity,  B  4.  p  6.  202. 

Hoolsome,  adj.  wholesome.  B  2285. 

Hoolaomnesae,  s.  health,  B  2303. 

H66m,  s.  as  adv.  home,  homewards,  L. 
1619. 

Hoomlinesse,  s.  domesticity,  E  429; 
familiarity,  B  2876. 

Hoomly,  ndj.  belonging  to  one's  house- 
hold, E  1785. 

Hoomweuxl,  adv.  homeward,  T.  iii.  621 ; 
Horn  ward,  A  2956. 

H66r,  adj.  hoary,  white-haired,  grey- 
headed. A  3878. 

Hoors,  adj. ;  see  Hors. 

HoOBt,  s.  army.  A  874. 

H6dt,  adj.  hot,  L.  914;  fervent.  I  117;  as 
s.  5.  380;  Hote.  def.  hot,  5.  266;  vora- 
cious, 5.  362 ;  (as  epithet  ofAries,  which 
induced  heat  of  blood),  F  51. 

Hope,  s.  expectation.  G  870. 

Hope,  ipr.  s.  ftrar,  A  4029. 

Hoper,  J.  hopper,  A  4036,  4039. 

Hoppe,  V.  dance,  A  4375. 

Hoppesterea,  pi.  dancers ;  used  as  adj., 
dancing,  A  2017. 

Hord,  s.  hoard,  treasure,  C  775;  store  (of 
apples),  A  3262;  treasure-house,  i  821; 
avarice,  13.  3. 

Hore,//.  o/Hoox,  adj. 

Horn,  X.  horn,  'V.  ii.  642 ;  (musical  instru- 
ment, used  metaphorically),  H  9o\  pi. 


drinking-horns,  A  2279;    horns  (of  the 

moon),  T.  v.  652. 
Horoscopo ;  in  horoscope,  within  that  part 

of  the  sky  considered  as  the  ascendent, 

A.  ii.  4.  14. 
Horowe,  adj.  pi.  foul,  scandalous,  4.  206. 

Cf.  A.  S.  horig,  filthy. 
Hors,  s.  hors,  A  168 ;  the  '  horse,*  a  name 

for  the  little  wedge  that  passes  through 

a  hole  in  the  end  of  the  '  pyn,'  A.  i.  14. 

7  (Arabic  alpheraz,  the  horse)  ;  Hors,//. 

A  74.  598. 

Hors,  adj.  hoarse,  3.  347;  Hoors,  T.  iv. 
1 147.    A.  S.  has. 

Horsly,  adj.  like  all  that  a  horse  should 
be,  F  194. 

Hose,  J.  hose,  covering  for  the  feet  and 
legs,  A  3933.  G  726;  Hoscn,  pi.  A  456; 
Hoses, />/.  A  3319. 

Hospitallers,  s.  pi.  knights  hospitallers, 
I  891. 

Hoste,  s.  host  (of  an  inn),  keeper  of  a 
lodging,  A  747.     Often  spelt  oste. 

Hostel,  s.  hostflry,  HF.  1022. 

Hostelrye,  s.  hostel,  inn.  A  23. 

Hostiler,  s.  innkeeper,  A  241 :  //.  ser- 
vants at  an  inn,  1  440. 

Hote,  adj.;  see  Hoot. 

Hote,  adv.  hotly,  A  97,  1737. 

Hote,  V.  comiiiand,  promise;  also,  be 
called,  R.  38 ;  Hoten,  v.  be  called,  D  144 ; 
Hote,  1  pr.  5.  command.  HF.  1719; 
Hight.  pt.  s.  as  pr.  s.  is  called,  L.  417; 
Highttrn,  //.  pi.  as  pr.  pi.  are  called,  L. 
423;  Hight.  pt.  s.  was  named,  L.  725; 
Highte,  pt.  s.  was  called,  was  named, 
R.  588,  745;  1  pt.  s.  was  called,  A  4336; 
I  pt.  s.  promised.  17.  5;  Highte,  pt.  s, 
promised.  T.  v.  1636;  2  pt.pl.  promised, 
E  496;  Hatfe,  //.  s.  as  pr.  s.  is  called,  is 
named,  T.  iii.  797;  Hatte,  //.  //.  were 
called,  were  named,  HF.  1303;  Hette, 
I  //.  J.  promised,  4.  185 ;  Hcet,  pt.  s.  was 
named,  HF.  1604;  (who)  was  called,  F 
1388;  Hete  {f(yr  Heet),  3.  200;  Hoten. 
pp.  called.  A  3941;  Hight, //>.  promised, 
T.  ii.  492 ;  named,  I  IF.  226.  A.  S.  hatan. 
The  parts  of  the  verb  show  great  con- 
fusion. 

Hottes,  pi.  baskets  carried  on  the  back, 
HF.  1940.    O.  F.  hotte. 

Hound,  s.  dog,  T.  iii.  764. 

Houndflsh,  s.  dogfish,  E  1825. 

Houped,  pt.  pi.  whooped,  B  4590. 

Hous,  s.  house,  A  252,  343;  to  hous,  to 
a  reception  by,  L.  1546 ;  Hous  and  hoom, 
house  and  home.  H  229 ;  Hous  by  hous, 
to  each  house  in  order,  D  1765 ;  a  house- 
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hold,  F  24 ;  a  '  mansion '  of  a  planet  (in 
astrology),  F  672;  a  '  house  '  or  portion 
of  the  sky  (in  astrology),  B  304.  The 
whole  celestial  sphere  was  divided  into 
twelve  equal  portions,  called  houses,  by 
six  great  circles  passing  through  the 
north  and  south  points  of  the  horizon ; 
two  of  these  circles  being  the  meridian 
and  the  horizon.  A  house,  when  U5;ed 
for  a  '  mansion,'  is  a  sign  of  the  zodiac; 
tlius  .Xries  was  the  mansion  of  Mars. 

H6usbonde,  s.  husband,  H  2241. 

Housbondrye,  s.  economy,  A  4077; 
househoUl  goods,  D  288. 

Housled,  pp.  made  a  recipient  of  holy 
communion,  I  1027. 

Hove,  V.  hover,  dwell,  T.  iii.  1427;  pr,pl. 
wait  ill  readiness,  hover,  L.  1196;  pt,  s. 
waited  about,  T.  v.  33. 

How,  ifiterj.  ho !  A  3437,  3577. 

Ho  wne,  savage  ( ?) ,  T.  iv.  210.  See  Here. 

Howve,  s.  hood,  T.  iii.  775;  Sette  his 
howve,  set  (awry)  his  hood,  make  game 
of  him.  A  3911. 

Humanitee,  s.  kindness,  E  92. 

Humbely,  adv.  humbly,  T.  v.  1354. 

Humblely , adv.humbXy,  T.ii.  1719  ;■  L.  156. 

Humblesse,  s.  meekness,  A  1781,  B  165. 

Humbliner,  s.  low  growl  (lit.  humming), 
1 1 1'\  1039. 

Humxne,  j^er.  to  hum,  T.  ii.  1199. 

Hunte,  s.  huntsman,  A  2018,  2^8. 

Hunter,  s.  huntsman,  A  1638. 

Hunteresse,  s.  /em.  female   hunter,  A 

2347. 
Hurlest,   2  pr.  s.  dost  hurl,  dost  whirl 

round,  B  297. 
Hurt.  pr.  s.  hurteth,  hurts,  T.  v.  350. 
Hurtleth,  pr.  s.  pushes,  A  2616;  pr.  pi. 

dash  together,  L,  638. 
Husht,  pp.  hushed,  silent,  U  2682 ;  Hust, 

as  imp.  s.  be  silent.  A  3722. 
Hy,  adj.  high,  A  306;  Hye,  dot.  HF.  1133; 

great,  E  135;  Hye  weye,  dot.  (the)  high 

way,  main  road,  A  897. 
Hyde,  v.  hide,  A  1477. 1481 ;  lie  concealed, 

F  141 ;    Hydestow,  hidest  thou,  D  308 ; 

Hit.^r.  J.  hides,  F  512;  Hidde,  i  pt.  s. 

hid,  F  595;  Hed,  pp.  hidden,    L.  208; 

Hid,  pp.  hidden,  R.  1598. 
Hye,  <i<:/v.  high,  aloft,  HF.  905;  L.  1200; 

loudly,  3.  305 ;  proudly,  T.  ii.  401. 
Hye,  V.  hasten,  hie,  A  2274,  G  1151 ;  h.  me, 

make    haste,    G     1084;   ger.    to    bring 

hastily,  F  291;  to  hasten,  HF.  1658;  Hy 

thee,  imp.  s.  rejl.  G.  1295. 
Hye,  J.   naste;    only  in  phr.  in  hye,  in 

haste,  T.  ii.  88,  1712. 


Hyeno,  s.  hyaena,  10.  35. 

Hyer,  adj.  higher,  upper,  HF.  11 17. 

Hyne,  s.  hind,  servant,  peasant,  A  603, 
C  688.     A.  S.  hina. 

Hyre,  j.  hire,  A  507  ;  reward,  i.  103;  pay- 
ment, D  1008 ;  ransom,  T.  iv.  500. 

I. 

I-,  common  prefix  of  past  participles  ;  sec 

Icched,  pp.  itched,  A  3682. 

\Q\i,pion.  I,  T.  i.  678,  iii.  1818. 

I-comen,  p^.  come,  T.  iii.  1668. 

Id  us,  J.  pi.  ides,  V  47. 

Ignotitm,  s.  an   unknown   thing,  G   1457. 

I^t.  ignotum,  an  unknown  thing;  comp. 

ignotius,  a  less  known  thing. 
I-erraunted,  pp.  granted.  T.  iv.  665. 
I-halowed,  pp.   view-hallooed    (of   the 

hart),  3.  379. 
Ik,  I.  A  3867,  3888. 

II,  adj.  evil,  A  4174.     (A  Northern  word.) 
Il-hayl,  bad  luck  (to  you),  A  4089.     (A 

Northern  form.) 
like,   adj.    same,   very.   A  64,   175;   that 

ilke,  that  same,  B  3663 ;  ilke  same,  very 

same,  L.  779. 
Iinaerlnatyf,  adj.;  No-thing  list  him  to 

been     imaginaiyf  =  it    did     not   at    all 

please  him  to  imagine,  he  did  not  care 

to  think.  F  1094. 
Imaerininsr,  s.  plotting,  A   1995;   fancy, 

18.  36. 
Imperie.  s.  government,  rank,  B  2.  p  6. 13. 
Impertinent,  adj.  irrelevant,  E  54. 
Impes,  //.  grafts,  scions,  B  3146.    A.  S. 

imp. 
Ijnpetren,  pr.  pi.  impetrate,  ask  for,  B  5. 

P  3-  225. 
Importable,  adj.  insufferable,  B  3792,  E 

1 144. 
Impossfble,   adj.  impossible,  T.  i.  783; 

as  s.,  thing  impossible,  D  688. 
Impressen,  v.  imprint,  T.  iii.  1543 ;  im- 
print (themseJves),  find  an  impression, 

E  1578;   pr.  pi.  make    an    impression 

(upon),  G  1071. 
Impressioun,  s.  remembrance,  F  371 ;  //. 

notions,  HF.  39. 
In,  s.  dwelling,  house,  A  3547,  3622;  inn, 

B  4216;  lodging,  B  1097. 
In,  prep,  in,  A  3.  «c. ;  into,  B  119 ;  =  come 

within,  20.  6 ;  on,  I  105 ;  against,  I  695. 
In  manus  tuas,  into  Thy  hands  (I  commend 

my  spirit),  A  4287. 
/«  principio,  in   the  beginning,  A  254,  B 

4353.    Part  of  St  John,  i.  i. 
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Inde,  adj.  indigo,  dark  blue,  R.  67. 
Indeterminat,  ad/,  not  marked  upon  tlie 

Astrolabe,  A.  ii.  17.  rubric. 
Indifferently,  adv.  impartially,  B  5.  p  3. 

143. 
Induracioun,  s.  hardening,  G  855. 
Inequal,  adj.  unequal,  A  2271 ;  Inequales, 

//.  of  varying  length ;   houres  inequales^ 

hours  formed  by  dividing  the  duration 

of  daylight  by  twelve,  A.  ii.  8.  i. 
Infect,  adj.  of  no  effect,  A  320;  dimmed, 

B  4.  m  5. 12. 
In-f  ere,  adv.  together,  B  328,  D  924.  Orig. 

in  fere,  in  company. 
Infortunat,   adj.    unfortunate,  unlucky, 

inans[)icious,  B  302. 
Inforttine,  s.  misfortune,  ill  fortune,  T. 

iii.  1626,  iv.  185. 
Infortdned,  pp.  ill-starred,  T.  iv.  744. 
Infortunin^,  s.  unlucky  condition,  A.  ii. 

4-43- 
Inerot,  s.  a  mould  for  pounng  metal  mto, 

G  1206,  1209. 
Inhelde,  imp.  s.  pour  in,  infuse,  T.  iii.  44. 
Injure,  s.  injury,  T.  iii.  1018. 
In-knette,  pt.  s.  knit  up,  drew  in,  T.  iii. 

1088. 
Inly,     adv.     inwardly,      intimately,     ex- 
tremely, greatly,    T.  i.  140;  exquisitely, 

3.276. 
In-mid,  prep,  amid,  HF.  923. 
Inmortal,  adj.  immortal,  '1*.  i.  103. 
Inne,  dat.  of  In,  s. 
Inne.  adv.  in,  within,  T.  i.  387,  821. 
Inned,//.  housed,  lodged,  A  2192. 
Inobedience,  s.  disobedience,  I  391. 
Inobedient,  adj.  disobedient,  I  392. 
Inordinate,  adj.  unusual,  I  414. 
Inpa.cience,  s.  impatience,  H  2734. 
Inpacient,  adj.  impatient,  B  2730. 
Inparflt.  adj.  imperfect,  B  3.  p  10.  18. 
Inplitable,  adj.  intricate,   impracticable, 

H  I.  p  4.  90. 
Inpossible,  s.  impossible  thing,  F  1009. 
Inset,  pp.  implanted,  B  2.  p  3.  19. 
Inspired,  pp.  quickcned,.A  6. 
Instable,  adj.  unstable,  E  2057. 
Instance,  s.  suggestion,  T.  ii.  1441 ;  urgent 

request,  E  161 1. 
Intendestow,  dost  thou  intend,  T.  v.  478. 
Intervalle,  s.  interval,  B  2724. 
In-tll,  prep,  unto,  as  far  as,  R.  624. 
Into,  prep,  unto,  B  2423. 
Intresse,  s.  interest,  10.  71. 
In-Tvith,  prep,  within,  in,   B   1794,  2159, 

E  870.  1394.  1586,  1944. 
Ipocras,  a  kind  of  cordial  drink,  E  1807. 

Named  after  Hippocrates. 


Ipocrite,  s.  hypocrite,  R.  414. 

Ire,  5.  irritability,  R.  314;   quickness  of 

temper.  I  665;  anger,  A  1997. 
Irous,  adj.  angry,  B  2315,  D  2014. 
Irregruler,  adj.  asinner  against  hisorders, 

I  782. 
I8,  I  pr.  s.  am  (Northern),  A  4031,  4045. 

4202;  2/»r.  5.  art  (Northern),  A  4089. 
iBsest,  2/r.  5.  issuest,  B  3.  p  12.  168. 
Issue,  s.  outlet,  vent,  T.  v.  205. 
It  am  I,  it  is  I,  A  1736. 
I- wis,  adv.  certainly,  truly,  verily,  6.  48. 

J. 

Jade,  J.  a  jade,  i.  e.  miserable  hack,  B  4002. 
Jagrounces,//.  garnets  ( <>r  rubies) ,  R.  1 1 17. 
Jalous,  adj.  jealous,  A  1329. 
Jalousye,  s.  jealousy.  A  3294. 
Jambeux,  s.  pi.  leggings,  leg-armour,  B 

2065.     From  Y.jambe,  the  leg. 
Jane,  s.  a  small  coin  of  Genoa,  B  1925, 

E999. 
Jangrle,  v.  chatter,  prate,  T.  ii.  666. 
Janglere,  s.  story-teller,  jester,  babbler, 

A  560:  talkative  person,  H  343. 
Jangrleresse,    s.    (female)    chatterbox, 

prattler,  D  638. 
Jangrlerye,  s.  gossip,  T.  v.  755 ;  talkative- 
ness. B  2252. 
Jangrles,  s.  pi.  idle  pratings,  HF.  i960; 

disputes,  arguments,  D  1407. 
Jangrlinfire,    s.  chattering,    idle   talking, 

I  649. 
Jape,  s.  jest,  trick,  A  3390,  3799, 4201 ;  jest, 

foolish  conduct,  D  1961 ;  laughmg-stock, 

HF.  414. 
Jape,  V.  jest,  T.  i.  929;  ger.  to  jest,  L. 

1699;  H  4;  Japedest,  2^/.  s.  didst  jest, 

T.  i.  508,  924 ;  pp.  tricked,  A  1729. 
Japere,  s.  jester,  T.  ii.  340;  mocker,  I  89. 
Japerie,  s.  buflfoonery,    I    651;   jesting 

mood,  E  1656. 
Jape-worthy,  adj.  ridiculous,  B  5.  p  3. 

148. 
Jargon,  s.  talk,  E  1848. 
Jargoning,  s.  jargoning,  chattering,   R. 

716. 
Jaunyce,  s.  jaundice,  R.  305. 
Jeet,  s.  jet,  B  4051. 

Jelous,  adj.  jealous,  suspicious,  4.  140. 
Jet,  s.  fashion,  mode,  A  682. 
Jeupardy es,  s.  pi.  problems  (at  chess) , 

3.  666. 
Jewerye,  /.Jewry,  Jews*  quarter,  B  1679. 
Jo,  V.  take  fftect,  come  about,  T.  iii.  33. 

O.  V.joer  {V.jouer). 
Jogelour,  s.  juggler,  D  1467 ;  pi.  R.  764. 
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Jogelrye,  s.  jugglery,  F  1265. 

Jolif ,  adj.  joyful,  merry,  R.  109,  A  3355 ; 

in  good  spirits,  B  4264 ;  jovial,  R.  435 ; 

frisky,  A  4154 ;  pretty,  R.  610. 
Jolily,  adv.  merrily,  A  4370. 
Jolitee,  J.  sport,  amusement,  merriment, 

A  1807;  joviality,  jollity,  mirth,  R.  616; 

enjoyment,    F   344;    comfort,   A   680; 

excellence,  H  197 ;  happiness.  HF.  682. 
Joly,   adj.    full    of   merriment,    D    456; 

jolly,  joyous.  R.  620;  delightful,  L.  176; 

festive,  B  1185.    See  Jollf. 
Jolyer,  adj.  comf.  handsomer,  F  927. 
Jolyf ;  see  Jolii. 
Jolynesse,  s.  festivity,  F  289 ;  amusement, 

D926. 
Jolytee ;  see  Jolitee. 
Jompre,  imp.  s.  jumble,  T.  ii.  1037. 
Jordanes,  pi.  chamberpots,  C  305. 
Jossa,  down  here,  A  4101.    O.  F.  j'os, 

down ;  fa,  here. 
Jouken,  v.  slumber,  T.  v.  409.     O.  F. 

joquUr^jouquier,  fitre  en  repos,  jucher. 
Joumee,  s.  day's  work,  R.  579;  day's 

march,  A  2738 ;  journey,  E  783. 
Jowes,  s.  pi.  jaws,  B  i.  p  4.  107  (where 

the    Latin    text    has  faucibmS ;     jaws, 

jowls,   HF.    1786   (riming  with   cunoes, 

claws). 
Joynture,  s.  union,  B  2.  p  5.  51. 
Jubbe,  s.  vessel  for  holding  ale  or  wine, 

A  3628.  B  1260.    (It  held  4  gallons.) 
Judicial,    adj.   judicial,    A.    ii.   4.    59. 

Judicial  astrology  pretended  to  forecast 

the    destinies    of    men    and    nations; 

natural  astrology  foretold  natural  events, 

such  as  the  weather  and  seasons. 
Juere,  J.  judge,  A  814;  umpire.  A  1712, 

1864. 
Jugre,  J-  judge ;    but   an   error  for  jug, 

a  yoke,  I  8^8.    Belial  is  explained  to 

mean  '  absque  iugo,'  in  the  Vulgate. 
Juere,  I  pr.  5.  judge,  decide,  5.  629;  pp. 

I  IF.  357. 
Juerenient,   s.  judgement,  decision,  A 

778 ;  opinion,  B  1038 ;  sentence,  5.  431. 

Juggrent  V.  judge,  T.  ii.  21;  deem,  T. 
V.  1203 ;  imp.pl.  judge  ye,  T.  iii.  1312. 

Juparte,  2  pr.  pi.  jeopard,  imperil,  en- 
danger, T.  iv.  1566. 

Jupartye,  s.  jeopardy,  peril,  hasard,  T. 
ii.  465.  772.  O.  F.  jeu  parti  (Lat.  iocus 
partitus),  a  divided  game. 

Just,  adj.  just,  exact,  correct,  D  2090. 

Juste,  V.  joust,  tourney,  tilt,  A  96,  2604. 

Justes,  s.  pi.  as  sing,  a  jousting-match, 
A  2720. 

Justlngr,  J.  jousting,  L.  1115. 


Justyse,  s.  judge,  B  665.  C  289. 

Justyse,  s.  judgement,  condemnation,  i. 
142;  administration  of  justice,  C  587. 

Juyse,  s.  justice,  judgement,  B  795 ;  sen- 
tence, A  1739.    O.  Y.juise, 


K. 


Kalender,  s.  calendar,  almanack,  A.  i. 

II.  I ;  hence,  a  complete  record  of  exam- 
ples, L.  542 ;  ^/.  I.  73. 
Kalendes,  i.  e.  beginning,  introduction, 

T.  v.  1634.     (Because  the  Kalends  fall 

on  ihejlrst  of  the  month.) 
Karf ,  pt.  s.  o/Kerve. 
Kaynard,  s.  dotard,  D  235.    O.  F.  caig- 

nard,  cagnard,  sluggard. 
Kecche,  v.  catch,  clutch,  T.  iii.  1375. 
KSchll,  s.  small  cake,  D   1747.    O.  K 

coecil,  small  cake. 
Keep,  s.  care,  heed,  notice  (only  in  the 

phrase  taike  keep);  tctk  keep,  take  notice, 

D431. 
Keep,  imp.  s.  take  care  I  mind  I  A  4101. 
Kekl  interj.  (represents  the  cackle  of  a 

goose),  5.  499. 
Kembe,  ger.  to  comb.  R.  599 ;  pr.  s.  E 

201 1 ;    Kembde,  pt.  s.  F  560 ;    Kempte, 

//.   s.  A  3374;    Kembd,  pp.   combed, 

trimmed,  A  2143. 
Kempe,  adj.  pi.  shaggy,  rough,  A  2134. 

Cf.    Icel.    kampr,    fc^ard,    moustaches, 

whiskers  of  a  cat ;  and  see  Camp,  s,  (4) 

in  the  New  E.  Diet. 
Ken,  s.  kin,  kindred,  men.  3.  438.    (A 

Kentish  form.) 
Kene,  ad/',  keen,  eager,  21.  6;  cruel,  la 

27 ;  bold,  B  3439 ;  sharp,  A  2876. 
Kene,  adv.  keenly,  6.  63 ;  xi.  3. 
Kenne,  v.  discern,  HF.  498. 
Kepe,  V.  take  care  (of),  A  130;  keep, 

preserve,  L.  384 ;  i  pr.  s,  care,  L.  1032 ; 

intend,  T.  i.  676 ;  regard,  reck,  A  2238 ; 

/  kepe  Man,  I  care  to  have,  G  1368 ;  pr. 

s.  subj.  may  (He)  keep,  F  889;  pt,  s. 

E  223;   retained,  A  442;   took  care  of, 

A  415,  512.  B  269;    imp.  s.  take  carel 

A  4101 ;  imp.  pi.  keep  ye,  B  764. 
Kepe,  s.  heed  (only  in  the  phrase  take 

kepe  or  take  keep);  I  take  kepe,  3.  6. 
Keper,  s.  keeper,  i.  e.  prior,  A  172. 
Kerchief,  finely  woven  loose  covering,  5. 

272 ;  kerchief,  B  8^7. 
Kers,  s.  cress;  thmg  of  small  value,  A 

3756. 
Kerve,  v.  carve,  cut,  T.  ii.  325,  F  158; 
Karf,  pt.  s,  carved,  A  zoo;  cut,  B  3647, 
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3791;  Qoxyftn,  pp.  cut,  A  2696;  carved, 

HF.  1295 ;  slashed,  A  3318. 
Kerver,  s.  carver,  A  1899. 
Kerving*,    j.  carving,  A   1925;    cutting. 

crossing  over,  A  1.  19.  4. 
Kervlngr-toles,  s.  pi.  tools  to  cut  with, 

1*.  i.  632. 
Kesse,  v.  kiss,  E  1057 ;  Keste,  pt.  s.  F  350. 

(A  Kentish  form.)     See  Kissen. 
Kevere,  v.  to    recover,  T.  i.  917;   pp. 

covered,  HF.  27^,  352. 
Keye,  s.G  1219;  key  {in place  <»/ rudder), 

B  3.  p  12.  80.     Chaucer  has  translated 

clauo  (rudder),  as  if  it  were  claue  (key). 
Kichenes,  pi.  kitchens.  D  869. 
Kid,  Kidde ;  see  Kythen. 
Kike.  V.  kick,  D  941. 
Kimelin,  s.  a  large  shallow  tub,  A  3548, 

3621. 
Kin,  s.  kindred,  R.  268 ;  som  kin,  of  some 

kind,  B  1137 ;  alles  kinn^s,  of  every  kind, 

HF.  1530. 
Kinde,    s.   nature.    R.    412,    1699:    race, 

lineage,  stock,  D  1 101 ;  seed,  I  965 ;  the 

natural  world,   HF.  584;    natural  bent, 

F  608,  619;  natural  disposition.  HF.  43 ; 

natural  ordinance,  3.  494 ;  kind,  species, 

5.   174;    0/  k.,  by   nature,   naturally,  F 

768 ;  pi.  sorts,  HF.  204. 
Klnde,  adj.  kind,  A  647;    natural,  HF. 

834.  836. 

Kinde.  adv.  kindly,  7.  267. 

Kindely,  adj.  natural,  HF.  842, 

BLindely,  adv.  by  nature.  D  402;  natu- 
rally. HF.  832. 

Kindenesse,  s.  kindness,  4.  298;  love, 
devotion,  L.  665. 

KingroB  note,  the  name  of  a  tune,  A  3217. 

Kinrede,  s.  kindred,  B  2558;  relations, 
A  1286;  birth,  A  2790;  fiamily,  L.  2094. 

Kirtel,  s.  kirtle,  A  3321.  A  kirtU  usually 
means  a  short  skirt  with  a  body. 

Kissen,  v.  kiss,  L.  761;  Kiste, /A  pi.  R. 
788;  kist  they  been,  they  have  kissed 
each  other,  B  1074.    See  Kesse. 

Kitte,  pt.  s.  cut,  B  600, 1761. 

Knakkes,  s.  pi,  tricks.  I  652 ;  contempti- 
ble ways,  3.  10^3. 

Knarre,  s.  a  thickset  fellow,  sturdy  churl, 

A  549. 
Knarry,  adj.  gnarled,  A  1977. 

Knave,  s.  boy,  servant-lad,  page,  R.  886 ; 
man-servant,  servant,  L.  1807;  peasant, 
D  1 190;  Knave  child,  male  child,  B  715. 

Knavish,  adj.  rude,  H  205. 

Knede,  v.  knead,  A  4094;  Kneden,  //. 
kneaded,  R.  217. 

Knet,  Knette;  see  Knitte. 


Knettinere,  s.  chain,  B  5.  p  i.  39. 
Knlgrhtly,  adv.  bravely,  L.  2085. 
Knitte,  ^er.  to  knit,  I  47 ;    2  pr.  s.  reft. 

joinest    (thyself),   art  in  conjunction.   B 

307  ;  Knit.  pp.  L.  89;   conjoined,  5.  381 ; 

agreed.  F  1230:  wedded,  F  986;  joined 

in  love.  4.  50 ;  Knet,  pp.  R.  1397. 
Knittlngres,  pi.  connections,  B  5.  m  3. 18. 
Knobbes,  //.  large  pimples.  A  633. 
Knoppe,  s.  bud.  R.  1702. 
Knotte,  s.  knot,  gist  of  a  tale.  F  401.  407. 
Knotteles,  adj.  without  a  knot.  T.  v.  769. 
Knotty,  adj.  covered  with  knots,  A  1977. 
Knowe,  dat.  knee,  T.  ii.  1202. 
KnOTve,  v,  know,  A  382;    Knowestow, 

thou  knowest,  A  3156;    Knewe,  2//.  s. 

knewest,   10.  21;    Knew.  pt.  s.  A  240; 

Knewe,  i  pt.  s.  subj,  could  know.  F  466 ; 

Knewe,  pt.  pi.  D    1341 ;    Knewe,  pt.  s. 

subJ.  were  to  know,  R.  282;  Knowen,/^^. 

known,  L.  421 ;  shown,  B  2702;  Knowe, 

pp.  known,  L.  1382. 
Knowingr,  -f.  knowledge,  R.  1699;   con- 
sciousness, 6. 1x4. 
Know^inge,  adj.  conscious,  B  3.  p  ix.  x68 ; 

Knowinge  with   me,  i.  e.  my  witnesses, 

B  I,  p  4.  ^o. 
Knowlecneth,  pr.  s.  acknowledges,  B 

2964. 
Knowlechlngr,  s.  knowing,  knowledge, 

G  1432 ;  cognition,  B  5.  p  5.  3. 
KonninGT,  s,  cunning,  skill,  F  25X. 
Koxininire,  adj.  skilful.  T.  i.  302. 
Kukkow  1  int.  cuckoo !  5.  499. 
Kyken,  pr.  pi.  peep.  A  3841 ;  pp.  gazed, 

A  3445.     I  eel.  Aikja,  Swed.  k/ka. 
Kyn.  pi.  kine,  cows,  B  4021. 
Kyndely,  adj.  natural,  3.  761. 
Kyndely,   adv.  naturally,  by  nature,  3. 

778. 
Kyte,  s.  kite  (bird),  A  1179. 
Kythe,  v.  shew,  shew  plainly,  display, 

F  748 ;  declare  to  be.  7.  228 ;  shew,  10. 

63;  pr.  s.  shews,  L.  504;    Kidde,  //.  s. 

shewed,  T.  i.  208 ;  Kid,  pp.  made  known, 

L.    1028;    known,   9.   46;    Kythed,  pp. 

shewn,  G  1054 ;  Kythe,  pr.  s.  subJ.  may 

shew,  B  636;  Kyth,  imp.  s.  shew,  T.  iv. 

«i38;    display,    T.    iv.    6x9;    HF.   528; 

Kytheth,  imp.pl.  4.  298. 


Laas ;  see  Las. 

Labbe,  s.  blab,  tell-tale,  A  3509. 

Labbingr,  pres.  part,  blabbing,  babbling, 

£  2428. 
Label,  s.  the  narrow  revolving  rod   or 
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rule  on  the  front  of  the  astrolabe,  A.  i. 

22.  I. 

L&borous,  adj.  laborious,  D  1428. 

Lacche,  s.  snare,  springe,  R.  1624. 

Lace ;  see  Las. 

Laced,  pp.  laced  up.  A  3967. 

LcM^rte,  s.  a  fleshy  muscle,  A  3753. 

Lache,  adj.  lazy,  dull,  B  4.  p  3. 132. 

Lachease,  s.  laziness,  I  720. 

Lacingre,  s.  lacing ;  wi/A  layneres  /.,  with 
the  fastening  up  of  straps,  A  2504. 

Lad,  Ladde ;  see  Lede. 

La.de,  ger.  to  load,  cover,  T.  ii.  1544. 

Lady,  gen.  lady's,  A  88.  695. 

Laft,  Lafte ;  see  Leve. 

Lak,  5.  want,  defect,  lack,  3.  958 ;  blame, 
dispraise,  L.  298  a;  Lakke,  dot.  lack, 
want,  5.  87,  6x5 ;  loss,  F  430 ;  ace.  fault, 
E  2199. 

Lake,  s.  a  kind  of  fine  white  linen  cloth, 
B  2048.  The  word  probably  was  im- 
ported from  the  Low  Countries,  as 
laken  is  a  common  Dutch  word  for 
cloth  or  a  sheet. 

Lakken,  v.  find  fciult  with,  disparage, 
blame,  R.  284 ;  pr.  s.  lacks,  B  1437 ;  /r. 
s.  imfers.  lacks ;  me  lakketh,  I  lack,  2. 105. 

Lakklngr,  s.  lack,  stint,  R.  1147. 

Lambish,  adi.  gentle  as  lambs,  9.  50. 

Lampe,  s.  lamina,  thin  plate,  G  764. 
F.  lame,  a  thin  plate,  Lat.  lamina. 

Langre,  adj.  long  (Northern),  A  4175. 

Laner6ur,  s.  weakness,  i.  7 ;  slow  starva- 
tion, R.  214;  B  3597:  languishing,  R. 
304;  sickness,  F  iioi. 

Laneruisahe,  v.  fail,  HF.  2018. 

Lapidaire,  a  treatise  on  precious  stones, 
HF.  1352. 

Lappe,  s.  fold,  lappet,  or  edge  of  a  gar- 
ment, F  441,  G  12;  lap,  A  686;  a  wrap- 
per. ?:  585. 

Lappeth,  pr.  s.  enfolds,  embraces,  4.  76. 

Largre,  adj.  large,  A  472, 753 ;  great,  1 705 ; 
wide,  broad,  R.  1351 ;  liberal,  bounteous, 
R.  1 168 ;  at  his  I.,  free  (to  speak  or  to  be 
silent),  A  2288;  free  to  move,  HF.  745; 
at  our  /.,  free  (to  go  anywhere),  D  322. 

Largre,  adv.  liberally,  i.  174. 

Largrely,  adv.  fully.  A  1908;  in  a  wide 
sense,  I  804. 

Largrenesse,  s.  liberality,  I  105 1. 

Largresse,  s.  liberality,  R.  1150;  bounty, 
B  2465 ;  liberal  bestower,  1.  13. 

Las,  s.  lace,  snare,  entanglement,  L.600; 
net,  A  2389 ;  Laas,  lace,  i.  e.  thick  string, 
A 392;  band,  G  574;  lace  (i.  e.  laces),  R. 
843 ;  Lace,  snare,  entanglement,  18.  50. 
I,  adj.  camp,  less,  R.  118;    lesser. 


A  1756:    smaller,  B  2262;    less  (time), 
A  3519:    Awj^  <ind  more,  smaller  and 
greater,   i.e.  all,   E  67;   the  la\se,  the 
lesser,  R.  187. 
Liksse,  adv.  less,  3.  927 ;  the  las,  the  less, 

3-  ^S- 
Last,  J.  pi.  lasts,  i.  e.  burdens,  loads. 

B  1628.  A.  S.  hlttst,  a  burden,  load, 
a  ship's  freight. 

Laste,  adj.  last,  10.  71 ;  atte  /.,  at  last,  3. 
364;  lastly,  A  707. 

Laste,  V.  endure,  4.  226 ;  Last,  pr.  s.  lasts, 
E  266;  Laste,  //.  s.  lasted,  B  1826; 
delayed,  L.  791. 

Late,  adj.  late;  bet  than  never  is  late^ 
G  1410 ;  til  now  late,  till  it  was  already 
late,  3.  45. 

Late,  -n,  let;  see  Lete. 

Lathe,  s.  bam  (Northern),  HF.  2140; 
A  4088.    I  eel.  hlc^a. 

Latis,  s.  lattice,  T.  ii.  615. 

Latitude,  s.  (i)  breadth,  A.  i.  21.  43; 
(2)  the  breadth  of  a  climate,  or  a  line 
along  which  such  breadth  is  measured, 
A.  ii.  39.  42;  (3)  astronomical,  the  angu- 
lar distance  of  any  body  from  the  ecliptic, 
measured  along  a  great  circle  at  right 
angles  to  the  ecliptic,  A.  pr.  no ;  (4)  ter- 
restrial, the  distance  of  a  place  N.  or  S. 
of  the  equator,  E  1797. 

Latoun,  s.  lat  ten,  a  compound  metal, 
like  pinchbeck,  containing  chiefly  copper 
and  zinc.  A  699. 

Latrede,  adj.  tardy,  dawdling.  I  718. 
A.  S.  latrade. 

Latter,  adv.  more  slowly,  I  971. 

Laude,  s.  praise,  honour.  HF.  1575 ;  //. 
lauds,  a  service  held  at  2  or  3  a.m.,  A 

3655. 
Laugrhe,  v.  laugh.  A  474;  Laugheth  of. 

smiles  on  account  of,  A  1494;   Lough, 

strong  pt.  s.  laughed,  R.  248 ;  Laughede, 

Tveai  pt.  pi.  R.  863. 
Launce,  v.  rear,  HF.  946. 
Launcegr&y.  s.  a  kind  of  lance,  B  1942^ 

201 1.    Originally  of  Moorish  origin. 
Launcheth,  pr.  s.  pushes,  lets  slide,  D 

2145- 
Laiinde,  s.  a  grassy  clearing  (called  dale 

in  5. 327) ,  5. 302 ;  glade,  plain  surrounded 

by  trees,  A  1691. 
Laure,  s.  laurel-tree,  HF.  1107. 
Laureat,   adj.  crowned   with    laurel,    B 

3886.  E  31. 
Laurer,  s.  laurel-tree,  5.  182. 
Laurer-crouned,  laurel-crowned,  7.  43. 
Lauriol,  s.  spurge- laurel,  Daphne  Lou- 

reola,  B  4153. 
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LauB,  adj.  loose,  B  4.  p  6.  147. 

Laven,  ^er.  to  exhaust,  B  4.  p  6.  14; 
Laved,  />/>.  drawn  up,  B  3.  m  12.  125. 
A.  S.  lafian. 

Lavender,  s.  laundress,  L.  358. 

Laverokkes,  pi.  sky-larks.  K.  662. 

Lavours,//.  basins,  D  287. 

Laxatif ,  adj.  as  s.  looseness,  A  2736 ;  s. 
laxative,  B  4133. 

Lay  (i),  J.  song,  lay,  B  1959;  Layes, //. 
songs,  F  710,  712,  947. 

Lay  (2),  s.  law;  hence  belief,  faith,  T.  i. 
340 ;  creed,  L.  336. 

Layneres,  pi.  straps,  thongs,  A  2504. 
O.  F.  laniere  ;  mod.  E.  lanyard. 

Layser,  s.  leisure,  T.  ii.  227. 

Lazar,  s.  leper,  A  242. 

Leohe,  s.  physician,  A  3904,  C  916. 

Lechecraft,  s.  art  of  medicine,  T.  iv.  436 ; 
skill  of  a  physician,  A  2745. 

Lecher,  s.  healer.  B  4.  p  6.  238. 

Lechour,  s.  lecher,  B  1935. 

Lede,  v.  lead,  T.  i.  259 ;  carry,  T.  iv.  1514 
lead,  take,  L.  2021;  draw,  R.  1608 
govern,  B  434;  lead  (his  life),  R.  1321 
lead,  R.  1129;  Lede,^^.  to  lead,  spend 
F  744 ;  to  guide,  R.  400 ;  Let,  pr.  s.  leads 
T.  ii.  882;  Ladde,  pi.  s.  led,  R.  581 
brought,  7.  39 ;  carried,  L.  1 14 ;  con 
ducted,  B  3747;  continued,  R.  216 
Ladden, //. //.  led,  R.  1310;  Ledden 
pi.pl.  9.  2;  Ladde, //.^/.  B3920;  Lad 
pp.  led,  L.  1 108,  1948;  brought,  A  2620 
conducted,  A  4402 ;  carried,  L.  74. 

Leden,  adj.  leaden,  G  728. 

Ledene,  s.  {dot.)  language,  talk,  F  435, 
478. 

Leed,  s.  lead  (metal),  HF. 739, 1448, 1648 ; 
a  copper,  or  caldron,  A  202. 

Leef ,  adj.  lief,  A  1837 ;  dear,  R.  103 ;  pre- 
cious, G  1467 ;  lief,  pleasing,  T.  v.  1738 ; 
Eleasant,  R.  1688 ;  yow  so  leef^  so  desired 
y  you,  C  760 ;  that  leef  me  were,  which 
I  should  like,  HF.  1999;  Leve.  def.  dear 
(one),  A  3393;  vocative,  HF.  816;  Lefe, 
adj.  fern.  voc.  HF.  1827 ;  Leve,  //.  dear, 
T.  iv.  82,  V.  592. 

Leef,  adj.  as  s.  what  is  pleasant ;  for  I.  ne 
looth,  ror  weal  nor  for  woe,  L.  1639; 
what  is  dear  (to  him),  T.  iv.  1585;  be- 
loved one,  lover,  ladv-love,  T.  iii.  3. 

Leef,  s.  leaf,  L.  72 ;  Leves,  //.  leaves,  R. 
56 :  (of  a  book) ,  D  790. 

Leefful ;  see  Leveful. 

Leefsel,  s.  the  '  bush '  or  leafy  bundle  (as 
a  sign),  at  a  tavern-door,  I  411 ;  Levesel, 
arbour  of  leaves,  A  4060.  Cf.  Swed. 
Id/ttU,  a  hut  made  of  green  boughs. 


Leek,  s.  leek,  R.  2x2;  a  thing  of  no  value, 

,  G  795. 

Leen,  imp.  s.  of  Lene. 

Le6p  (I66p) ,  pt.  5.  of  Ldpe. 

Lees  (iisft),  s.  leash,  G  19;  snare,  7.  233. 

Lees,  adj.  untrue,  RL  8. 

Lees  (l^^s),  s.  deceit,  fraud;  a  shrewed 

lees,  a  wicked  fraud,  L.  1545 ;  withouten 

lees,  without  deceit,  verily,  HF.  1464. 
Lees,  pt.  s.  of  Lese. 
Leeste,  adj.  sup.  least,  B  2513;   atle  I. 

tueye,  at  the  veiy  least,  A  1121. 
Leet,  pt.  s.  of  Lete. 
Lef,  imp.  s.  of  Leve  (leave). 
Lefe.  adj.  fern.  voc.  dear,  HF.  1827. 
Leful ;  see  Leveful. 
LefiTSre,  -n ;  see  Leye,  v. 
Leide,  1  //.  s.  of  Leye. 
Lelfirh,  //.  s.  of  Lye  (2). 
Lekes,  //.  leeks,  A  634. 
Lemes,  pi,  flames,  B  4120.    A.  S.  leoma. 
Lexnman,  s,  masc.  (male)  lover,  sweet- 
heart, A  4240,  4247 ;  fern,  (female)  lover, 

ladv-love,  A  3278, 3280 ;  concubines,  1 903. 
Lendes,  pi.  loins,  A  3237,  3304.    A.  S. 

lenden,  pi.  lendenu. 
Lene,  adj.  lean,  thin,  R.  218,444;  weak, 

T.  ii.  132. 
Lene,  ger.  to  lend,  give,  A  611;  Lene, 

imp.  s.  lend,  B  1376 ;  Leen,  imp.  s.  give, 

A  3082.    A.  S.  Ictnan. 
Lene,  v.  lean,  incline,  B  2638. 
Lengr*  adv.  longer;   ever  I.  the  wers,  the 

worse,  the  longer  it  lasts,  A  3872. 
Lengrer,  adj.  longer,  L.  450.  2025. 
Lengror,  adv.  longer,  B  374,  2122,  3709; 

ever  the  I.,  the  longer,  the  more,  7.  129 ; 

ever  I.  the  more,  E  687. 
Lengrest,  cuiv.  sup.  longest,  5.  549. 
Lente,  s.  Lent-season,  D  543. 
Lenvoy,  s.  I'envoy.  i.  e.  the  epilogue  or 

postscript  addressed  to  the  hearers  or 

readers,  E  1177  {^rubric), 
Leonesse,  s.  lioness,  L.  805. 
Leonsm,  cuij.  honlike,  B  3836. 
Leoe,  s.  people,  G  103. 106.    Gk.  Acwf. 
Leoun,  s.  hon,  L.  627,  829;   L^on,  the 

sign  Leo,  F  265. 
LepdLrt,  J.  leopard,  A  2186;  Libardes,^/. 

R.  894. 
Lepe,  V.  run,  A  4378 ;  leap,  L.  2008 ;  Lepe 

up,  V.  leap  up,  HF.  2150;   L6*p,  pt.  s. 

leapt,  A  2687. 
Lere,  s.  flesh,  skin,  B  2047.    Properly  the 

muscles,  especially  the  muscles  of  the 

thigh,  whicn  special  sense  is  perfectly 

suitable  here.    A.  S.  lira,  flesh,  muscle. 
iMt^^ger,  (i)  to  teach,  7. 98 ;  1/. teach,  T.  iv. 
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441 :  (2)  to  learn.  T.  v,  161 ;  Lere,  ger,  to 
learn,  find  out,  D  909;  Lere,  ^/-./Z.  (1) 
teach,  5.  25;  (2)  learn,  F  104;  Lered,//. 
(2)  learnt,  T.  iii.  406. 

Liered,  adj.  instructed,  learned,  C  283; 
A.  S.  Utred. 

Leme,  v.  learn,  A  308,  D  994;  Lemed  of, 
taught  by,  G  748.  (Chaucer  here  uses 
the  word  wrongly,  as  in  mod.  provincial 
English.) 

Lese,  s,  dot,  pasture,  T.  ii.  752;  HF.  1768. 

A.  S.  liBS, 

Lese,  V.  lose,  A  1215,  1290;  Lese  me,  v. 
lose  myself,  be  lost,  5.  147 ;  Lees.  //.  s, 
lost,  L.  945;  Leseth,  imp.  pL  B  19; 
Loren,/^/.  lost,  L.  10^;  Ljom,  pf.  lost, 
T.  i.  373,  iii.  1076,  iv.  1613;  torlorn, 
wasted,  R.  366. 

Iieainer,  s.  bilsehood,  lie,  HF.  9089;  G 
479 ;  Lesinges,  pL  lies,  deceits,  R.  2 ; 
lying  reports,  HF.  2123. 

11681x196,  s,  loss,  I  1056;  Lesing,  A  1707; 
for  lesinge,  for  fear  of  losing,  B  375a 

L6a80Uii,  s.  lesson,  lection,  A  709. 

L68t,  s.  pleasure,  3.  908 ;  delight,  A  132 ; 
desire,  E  619;  inclination,  HF.  287; 
Lestes,//.  desires,  HF.  1738.  A  Kentish 
form ;  for  lust. 

Li68t,  pr.  s.  impers.  (it)  pleases,  L.  1703 ; 
(it)  pleases  (me),  D  360;  Thee  lest,  it 
pleases  thee,  5.  114 ;  Lesteth,  ^it)  pleases, 
L.  480  a ;  Leste,//.  s.  impers.  (it)  pleased, 
T.  V.  517 ;  pers.  was  pleased,  T.  iii.  452 ; 
Leste.^r.  s,  subj.  (it)  may  please,  L.  1338 ; 
As  yow  Icste,  as  it  may  please  you,  L. 
449;  (it)  would  please,  F  380;  Her  leste, 
it  should  please  her,  5.  551.  Kentish 
forms. 

Lfest6,  adj.  super  I.  least,  T.  i.  281 ;  at  the 
/..  at  least,  3.  973 ;  atte  /.,  at  least,  B  38 ; 
Lestc,  as  s.,  the  least  one,  3.  283 ;  at  the 
leeste  weye,  at  any  rate,  E  966. 

Li6t,  pr.  s.  of  Lede. 

Li6te,  V.  let,  B  3524;  let.  leave.  A  1335; 
give  up,  let  go,  T.  v.  1688;  forsake,  T. 
iv.  1 199;  let  alone,  leave,  D  1276;  quit, 
X*  72 ;  give  up,  lose,  G  406 ;  omit,  depart 
from,  5.  391 ;  Lete  of,  ger.  to  leave  off, 
18.  52 ;  Leten,  v.  let,  L.  2107 ;  give  up,  R. 
1690 ;  forsake,  T.  iv.  1556 ;  Leten,  ger.  to 
let  go,  T.  i.  262 ;  Late,  v.  let,  T.  iii.  693 ; 
Laten,  v.  let,  A  3326;  I^ete,  i  pr.  s.  leave, 
7.  45 ;  Let.  pr.  s.  lets  go.  repels,  5.  151 ; 
Lat, /r.  J.  lets,  permits,  T.  iv.  200;  Lete, 
2  pr.  pi.  abandon,  B  2505 ;  I-^^t,  pt.  s. 
let,  A  128;  let  go,  A  1206;  allowed,  HF. 
243;  left  off,  A  331 1 ;  left,  A  508;  caused, 
permitted,    B    373;    caused,    B   2194; 


caused  (to  be),  B  959;  leet  .  .  .fecche, 
commanded  (men)  to  fetch,  D  2oa|;  leet 
don  cryen,  caused  to  be  proclaimed,  F 
45;  leet  make,  caused  to  be  made,  B 
3349 ;  leet  binde,  caused  to  he  bound,  B 
1810;  Let,  //.  s,  caused,  L.  2624;  let 
^a//^,  caused  to  be  called,  L.  1684;  let,  5. 
279;  Lete,//.//.  let,  B  3898;  I-ete,>>/.  j. 
subj.  were  to  let,  T.  iii.  1762 ;  Leet,  imp. 
s.  let,  C  731 ;  Lat,  imp.  s.  let,  i.  79,  84 ; 
let  alone,  give  up,  T.  ii.  1500 ;  Lat  be,  let 
be,  do  away  with,  A  840;  let  me  alone, 
A  3285 ;  give  up,  HF.  992 ;  Lat  do,  cause, 
C  173 ;  Lat  take,  take,  G  1254,  H  175 ; 
Lat  see,  let  us  see,  A  831 ;  Lat  goon,  let 
slip  (the  dogs),  L.  1213 ;  Laten  blood,/^. 
let  blood,  A  4346.  A.  S.  Uitan. 
Lette,  1.  hindrance,  T.  i.  361 ;  delay,  T. 

iii.  235- 

Lette,  V.  hinder,  T.  ii.  732;  prevent,  L. 
732 ;  oppose,  stav,  B  3306 ;  cause  delay, 
B  1117;  wait,  15  1440;  tarry,  B  4224; 
stop,  desist,  B  4279 ;  cease,  R.279 ;  Letten, 
ger,  to  put  obstacles  in  the  way  (of) ,  to 
decline  (from),  A  1317;  ljet,pr.  s.  pre- 
vents, B  3.  p  la  162;  Lette, pr.  s.  subj.; 
lette  Aim  no  man^god  forbede,  God  forbid 
that  any  should  hinder  him,  T.  iii. 
545;  Letted,  pt.  s,  hindered,  A  1891; 
was  hindered,  B  2591;  Letteth,  imp.pl, 
hesitate,  T.  ii.  1136. 

Lette-firame,  s. '  let-game,'  one  who  hin- 
ders sport.  T.  iii.  527. 

Lettres,  pi.  letters  {also  as  sing,  a  letter), 

B736;  5- 19- 
Lettnire,  s.  learning,  B  3486 ;  book-lore, 

B  3686. 
Letuarie,  s.  electuary,  remedy,  C  307; 

pi.  electuaries,  A  426.    Lat  electuarium. 
Leve,  dear ;  see  Lieef . 
Leve,  s.  leave,  B  1637,  D  908 ;  permission, 

L  2281 ;    bisyde  hir    leve,  without    her 

leave,  T.  iii.  622. 
Leve  ( z) ,  t'.  leave.  E  250 ;  let  alone,  G  714 ; 

let  go,  3.  iiii;  go  awiiy,  5.  153;  leave 

alone,  T.  i.  688 ;  ger.  to  leave  off,  T.  i. 

686 :  to  forsake,  G  287 ;  Leve,  x  pr.  s. 

leave,  2.  50;  Leveth,  pr.  s.  remains,  3. 

701 ;  Lafte,  i  //.  s.  left,  C  762 ;  Lefte,  left 

off,  F  670 ;  Laften,  //.  pi,  L.  168 ;  Left, 

pp.  omitted,    I   231;    Laft,  pp.    left,  L. 

1260;    Leef,  imp.  s.  leave.  'J*,  iv.  852; 

leave  (it)  alone,  T.  v.  1518 ;  Lef,  imp,  s, 

forego,  D  2089;  I^ve,  imp.  s,  leave,  A 

1614;    I^veth,    imp.  pi.   leave,  C  659. 

A.  S.  iafan. 
Leve  (2) ,  V.  believe,  5.  496 ;  L.  10 ;  ger.  to 

be    beUeved,  HF.  708;    Levestow,  be- 
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.  lievest  thou.  G  21a ;  Levcth,  imp.  //. 
believe,  6.  88.    A.  S.  lifan^  (^/^* 

LiBVe  (3),^^r.  to  allow,  L.  2280;  god  leve, 
God  grant,  L.  2083,  ao86.  A.  S.  lefan, 
lyfan. 

LiBveful,  adj.  allowable,  A  3912;  per- 
missible, D  37 ;  Leefful,  allowable,  I  41. 
917 ;  Leful,  permissible,  T.  iii.  loao. 

Levene,  s.  flash  of  lightning,  D  276. 

Lever,  adj.  comp.  liefer,  ralher ;  tne  were 
lever ^  I  had  rather,  T.  i.  1034,  iii.  574 ;  me 
nis  lever,  L.  191 ;  thee  were  I.,  thou  hadst 
rather,  B  2339 ;  him  was  /.,  A  293 ;  him 
were  I.,  L.  2413;  have  J  I.,  I  would  rather. 
T.  ii.  471;  F  1360;  hadde  J  /.,  D  168; 
haih  /..  F  692 ;  hadde  /.,  L.  1536 ;  had  hir 
I.,  she  would  rather,  E  444;  him  had 
be  /..  be  would  rather,  A  3541. 

Levesel ;  see  Leefsel. 

LeveBt,  sup.  dearest,  most  desirable,  HF. 

87- 

Liewed,  ad^.  ignorant.  A  502,  574;  un- 
learned, C  283:  unskilled,  rude,  HF. 
1096;  wicked,  foolish,  F  1494;  wanton. 
£  21^.    A.  S.  lowed. 

Lewedly,  adv.  simply,  HF.  866;  igno- 
nintly.  B  47 ;  ill,  G  430. 

Lewednesse,  s.  ignorance,  ignorant  be- 
haviour. D  1928. 

Ley,  lied ;  pt.  s.  of  Lye. 

Leye,  v.  lay,  4.  205 ;  lay,  cause  to  He,  T. 
iii.  659;  lay  a  wager,  HF.  674;  pledge, 
T.  iii.  1605;  Leyn,  ger.  to  lay  up,  to 
hoard.  R.  184;  Leggen.  ^/rr.  to  lay,  A 
3269;  Legge.  V.  A  3937:  Leyth,^.  j.  A 
4229;  Lcith,/>r.  s.  D  2138;  Leye,  \  pr.pl. 
lay  out,  expend,  G  783:  Leyn,  pr.  pi. 
lay.  H  222  ;  Leyde,^/.  s.  3,  394 ;  Lcyde, 
2  pt.  tl.  L.  2501 ;  Leyden  forth,  //.  pi, 
brought  forward,  B  213;  Leyd,/^.  laid, 
A  3262;  placed.  R.  1184;  overlaid,  R. 
1076;  /  was  leyd,  I  had  laid  myself 
down,  I^  208;  Leyd,  pp.  laid,  A  8x; 
fixed.  3.  1146;  set,  3.  1036;  Ley  on,  lay 
on.  A  2558. 
.  Leyser,  s.  leisure.  R.  462;  A  1188:  de- 
lit)eralion.  B  2766;  opportunity.  A  3293. 

Leyt,  s.  flame  (of  a  candle),  I  954.  A.  S. 
leget,  lyget,  M.  E.  leit,  lightning. 

Libardes,  pi.  leopards,  R.  894. 

Libel,  s.  written  declaration,  D  1595. 

Licentiat,  adj.  one  licensed  by  the  pope 
to  hear  confessions,  independently  of 
the  local  ordinaries.  A  220. 

Liche,  adj.  like,  R.  1073;  similar.  7.  76; 
it  liche,  like  it,  F  62. 

Liobe,  adv.  alike,  HF.  10. 

Licbe-wake,  i.  watch  overacorpse,  A  2958. 


Licorycd,  s.  liquorice,  R.  1368. 
Llc6ur,  J.  moisture,  A  3;  liquor.  T.  iv. 

520 ;  Licour,  juice,  C  452. 
Lief,  adj.  dear,  A  3501 ;  Lief  to.  glad  to, 

given   to.   A  3510;    cherished.  £    479; 

goode  leef  my  wyf,  my  dear  go<»d  wife. 

B  3084 ;  hadde  as  lief,  would  as  soon,  D 

1574 :  as  s.  dear  one,  B  4069. 
Lift,  adj.  left  (said  of  the  left  hand  or 

side),  K.  163. 
Liffe,  adj.  liege.  C  337 ;  Lige  man,  vassal, 

L.  379 ;  Liges,  s.  pi.  vassals,  L.  382 ;  //. 

subjects,  B  240.    F.  lige,  from  O.  H.  G. 

ledic  (G.  ledig) ,  free.    A  liege  lord  was  a 

/ree  lord ;  in  course  of  time  his  subjects 

were  called  lieges,  from  confusion  with 

Lat.  ligare,  to  bmd. 
Liereaunoe,  s.  allegiance,  B  895. 
LifiTfiTOn,  V.  lie.  B  210X ;  Ligginge.  pres.  pt. 

lying.  T.  iv.  29;  Ligging.  A  loii. 
Lifirbt,  adj.  lightsome,  joyous,  R.  77;  3. 

1175;   active,  nimble,   R.  832:  easy.  3. 

526 ;  wearing  but  few  clothes  (o/jc'. fickle) . 

21.  20;  Lighte, //.  light  (of  weight).  5. 

188 ;  easy.  A.  pr.  36. 
Licrlite,  adv.  brilliantly.  R.  1109. 
Lisrbte,  ^^r.  (i)  to  make  light,  rejoice,  T. 

V.  604*.  to  render  chccrAil,  T.  i.  293; 

alleviate.  T.  iii.  1082;    (2)  ger.  to  feel 

light,  to  be  glad,  F  396,  914;    Lighte. 

pt.  s.   lighted;    either  in  the  sense   (i) 

lightened,  made  light,  made  happy,  or 

(2)  illuminated,  B  1661. 
Ligrbte,  v.  alight,  descend.  HF.  508;  pt.  s. 

alighted.  B  786. 
Liffbten,  v.  shine.  I  1037 ;  Lighted,  pp. 

brightened,  i.  74;  Light.//,  illuminated. 

L.  2^06;  Lighte,  imp.  1.  illumine,  G  71. 
Lig^btly,  adv.  lightly,  F  390;  readily,  4. 

205:  quickly.  1  534;  easily.  T.  ii.  289; 

carelessly.  I  1023 ;  joyfully.  A  1870. 
Liffbtned,  pp.  enlightened,  illuminated, 

F  1050. 
Ligrl^tneBae  {\),s.  brightness.  5.  263. 
Llerbtx^sse  (2).  i.  agility,  A  3383. 
Lifirbtsom,  adj.  gay.  R.  936. 
Liflrno.  i'  line,  T.  v.  1481. 
Lisrne -Aloes,  wood  of  the  aloe.  T.  iv. 

1137.     (Properly  a  compound,  i.  e.  ligne- 

aloes :  where  aloes  is  a  plural  form.) 
Likero\iB.  <;(^'.  lecherous,  H  189;  wanton, 

A  3244.  3345.  E  214;  gluttonous,  C  540; 

greedy  atter  indulgence,  D  466;  eager. 

F  II 19;  very  vile  (Lat.  neguissimi),  B  3. 

P4-3'. 
Likerousnesse,  s.  Iccherousness.  D  611 ; 

licentiousness,  I  430;  greediness,  I  377: 

eagerness,  i  741 ;  appetite,  C  84. 


(@[ii00aTial  {nbti. 


LlltiDK-lionw,  J.  hom  ' 
a  lill.  HF.  laaj. 

UmalUe^  seeLymailli 

IJfQ6,  s.  limb,  3.  499 ;  Ui 

LlmltaclouD,  i.  limit,  D  St?' 

Llmlcour,  f.  Umiror,  a  friar 

b«g  for  alms  within  n  ceri 


be  played  for 

//.  R-  830, 


Und, 

Llpsod,  //.  J.  lisped,  A  964. 
Iiieae,  i.  comfoit,  T.  v.  5; 

343;  asauaging.HF.aao;  solace, 
allevi,ition,  F  1338. 


joy.  T 


;  Lissed,  //,  I 


ieved,  I 


Ust    (I). 
D633. 


ar,  D  634.    A.  S.Afyit. 


./»«. 


11  pleases  you,  11.  77;  List,  ^r.  j. 
/^rj.  is  pleased,  pleases.  T.  i.  518,  797; 
wishes.  A  3176:  Lislelh.  fr.  s.  imfiiri. 
(il)  pleases,  T.  ii.  700;  fers.  pleases,  is 
pleased,  HP.  sii;  likes,  F  689:  Lblen, 
apr.pl,  are  pleased.  T.  iii.  iSlo;  Listen. 
fr,  fl,  list,  choose,  B  3934:  Lislen 
irere,  choose  (o  wrile,  L.  575:  Lille, 
//.  J.  imptrs.  (il  pleased),  t,  333;  4p- 
liile,  il  pleased  hei,  she  cared,  7.  190; 


^.PBsi 


Liatea,  i.  pi.  wiles ; 


A.  S.  fytlan. 
.  lisls,  a  plat 
.  A  63. 
/..  by  means  1 


Listeth,  imp.pl.  listen  ye.  B  1903. 
Lltarge,   i.   litharge,  oimmenl  prepared 

troni  proioiidc  ol  lead,A639;  prolonide 

of  lead,  G  775. 
UtOTKle.  I.  lethargy,  B  i.  p  3.  aa. 
Ute,  a,i;.  lillle,   I  ags :  ai  i..  a  litllc,  T.  i. 

2c,i  (  adv.  liltle,  T.  iv.  133a 
LIteatere,  i.  dyer.  9. 17.    leel.  /y/j.todye. 
Llth,  ..  limb  (viz.  of  heraell).  64065.  A.  S. 


lilverefa,. 
LlTere«,  i.  livery,  A  363. 
Llvinc*,  I.  life-lime.  7.  18S; 
lile,  C  107 ;  stale  of  Ine.  G  331 


tilxt.  liest 

Lode.i.  Ic 

IiOdemena«B. 


Lye  (3). 

)tage,  A  403.    Lait- 


Ijode-st^rre,  j 


„l,>fti. 


LiOtte,  dal.  upper  i 

in  Ihe  air.  HF.  1737;  aloft.  B  377. 
Lostrs,  1.  resting-place,  B  4043. 
LOKKln(f,  J.  loi^ng.  B  4185. 
Loke.  V.  (-mak)  lock  up,  D  317. 
LiOkea,  ger.  to  look.  A  1783;  v.  behold, 

R.  81a:    Loked,  //.  I.  looked,  A  380: 

Lokeden. ^. //.  L.  197=;  i"A'-See.HF. 

893;  take  heed.  D  1587:   Loke  he.  let 

him  take  heed,  1  134:  Lokelb,  imf.fl. 

behold,  G  1339;  search  ye,  C  578. 
Lokon./ip.ii/irri'i^txT^^Lauken),  locked 

up,  B  4065- 
Ix>kliig,  I.  loo 

ing,  5.  110;  appearai 

t  385. 
IiOlEkSB,  pi.  locks  of  hair,  A  81. 677, 
IriSUer.i.  alollei.a  loUard  ~ 

(one  who  is  sluggish)  Wl 

Ilie  name  Lallivd. 
Lomb,  J.  lamb,  L.  179S. 
lioad.  [,  land,  A  194.  400,  579:  country. 

B  3548;   Kfon  loud,  in   Ihe  country.  A 


LolUr 


1173,    Lolltr 
onAued  wilh 


Lone.  I.  dat.  \ 


a  1485;  gift,  graci 


Ijon^.prtp.;  Ihe  phrase  io*n--(i«  ,  .  Iimg 
=  loitg  OH  vihir,  along  of  what,  G  930 : 
[jing  on.  along  o^  because  of,  G  933. 

LoQK.  adj.  {tefore  a  vmei).  tall,  R.  St?; 
p/.  tall,  high,  R.  1384;  long.  A  93. 

lA>ng»,  adv.  long,  A  386^  lor  a  long  time. 
L.  3j6i. 

Longe  (1),  V.  desire,  long  for,  L.  3360; 
yearn,  T.  ii.  546:  Longen  (a),  f.  belong, 
A  a378 :  pr.  i.  belongs.  R.  754 ;  (il)  con- 
cerns, T.  il.  31a ;  pr.  pi.  belong,  F  iiji ; 
pt.  s.  betiited.  R.  laia;  Longing  tor. 
suitable  lor.  F  39. 

liOnfreB,  */.  lunes.  A  3733. 

IjOil|tltua«,  t.  the  distance  between  two 
given  meridians.  A.  ii.  39.  19;  Ihe  lengih 
or  extent  of  a  'climate,'  m  a  direction 
parallel  to  the  equator,  01  ralher  a  line 
a\aii%  which  to  measure  thii  lenelb; 
A.  ii.  39.  a8.     The  longitude  of  a  atar  is 
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Loos,  s,  praise,  renown.   B    2834.  3036. 

O.  F.  /OS. 
Lioos,  cuij.  loose,  A  4064, 4138 ;  Lous,  free, 

HF.  1286. 
Looth  (166th),  adj.  loath,  odious,  A  486; 

hateful,  A  3393;   m^  were  /.,  it  would 

displease  me,  B  91 ;  oj  j.,  what  is  hate- 
ful, misery,  L.  1639. 
Loothly,  adj.  hideous,  D  iioa 
Loppe,  5.  a  spider,  A.  i.  3.  6. 
Loppewebbe,  s.  cobweb,  A.  i.  si.  3. 
Lordeth,  pr.  s.,  rules  over,  4.  166. 
Lordinffs,  s.p/.  sirs.  C  329,  573. 
Lore,  s.  teaching,  L.  2450;  advice,  T.  i. 

1090;  lesson,  T.  i.  645,  754;  instruction, 

B  342;  learning,  B  761;  study,  G  842; 

profit.  5.  1$ ;  doctrine,  A  527.    A,  S.  /or. 
Lore,  pp.  of  Lese. 
Lorel,    s.    worthless    man,    abandoned 

wretch,  D  273. 
Loren,^^.  <>/Lese. 
Lorer,  s.  laurel.  R.  1379. 
Lorn,  pp.  of  Lese. 

Los  (i),  J.  loss,  A  2543;  occasion  of  per- 
dition, D  720. 
Los  (2),  s.  praise,  renown,  fame,  L.  15x4 ; 

report,  L.  1424;  ///  her  loses,  in  praise 

of  them,  HF.  1688.    O.  F.  los. 
Losenflrere,  s.  flatterer,  R.  1050 ;  pi.  R. 

1056.    O.  F.  losengeur. 
Losenererie,  s.  flattery.  I  613. 
Losenfires, //.  lozenges,  HF.  1317;  small 

diamond-shaped  shields.  R.  893. 
Lost,  s.  loss.  B  2.  p  4.  185. 
Loth,  cLdj.  loath.  3.  8 ;  displeasing.  R.  233. 
Lother,  adj.  comp.  more  hateful,  L.  191. 
Lothest,  adj.  superl.  most  loath,  F  1313. 
Lotingre,  pres.part.  lurking,  G  186.    A.  S. 

lutian,  to  lurk. 
Loude,  adv.  loudly.  A  171. 
Lougrh,  //.  J.  of  Laughe. 
Louke,  J.  accomplice,  A  4415. 
Loured,  pp.  frowned.  HF.  409. 
Lous,  adj.  loose,  free,  HF.  1286. 
Lousy,  adj.  full  of  lice,  miserable,  D  1467. 
Loute,  V.  bow,  do  obeisance,  T.  iii.  683 ; 

ger.  to  bow  down,  B  3352 ;  ipt.  s.  stooped, 

bent,  R.  1554. 
Love,  s.  love,  A  475 ;  fetn.  lady-love,  4. 31 ; 

voc.  O  my  love,  A  672 ;  wasc.  lover,  L. 

862. 
Lovedayes,  pi.  days  for  settling  disputes 

by  arbitration,  A  2^8 ;  HF.  695. 
Love-drury,  s.  affection,  B  2085.    The 

latter  part  of  the  word  is  O.  F.  druru, 

druerU,  love,  passion. 
liOveknotte  s.  looped  ornament,  A  197. 
Loves,  s.pL  loaves,  B  503. 


Lovyere,  s.  lover,  A  80. 

Lowenesse,  s.  lowliness,  I  1080. 

Lowly,  adj.  humble,  A  99. 

Luce,  s.  luce,  pike,  A  350. 

Lucre,  s.  lucre,  gain,  G  1402;   lucre  of 
vilanye  =  vile  gain,  B  1681. 

Lufsom,  adj.  lovely,  l.v.  911 ;  lovable, T. 
v.  465. 

Lulleth,  pr.  s.  lulls,  soothes,  B  839. 

Luna,  s.  the  moon,  G  826;  a  name  for 
silver.  G  1440. 

Lun^Lrie,  s.  lunary,  moon-wort,  G  800^ 

Lure,  s.  a  hawk's  lure,  D  1340;  //.  entice- 
ments, L.  137 1. 

Lussheburerhes,  //.  spurious  coin,  B 
3152.  Named  from  the  town  of  Luxem- 
bourg. 

Lust,  s.  desire,  R.  1653;  amusement,  R. 
1287;  pleasure,  R.  616;  delight,  i.  106; 
will,  desire,  wish,  B  188;  interest  in  a 
story,  F402;  //.  delights,  3.  581.  A.  S. 
lust. 

Lusteth,  pr.  s.  impers.  (it)  pleases,  L.  996 ; 
Lust,/r.  s.pers.  pleases,  E  1344;  impers. 
(it)  pleases,  E  322;  Luste,  //.  s.  pers. 
desired,  G  1344;  Luste,//.  s,  impers.  it 
pleased,  G  1235. 

Lustier,  more  joyoas.  G  1345. 

Lustihede,  s.  cheerfulness.  3. 27 ;  delight. 
H  274;  enjoyment,   F  288;  vigour,   L. 

1530. 
Lustily,  adv.  gaily,  merrily.  R.  1319. 

Lustinesse,  s.  pleasure,  jollity,  A  1939 ; 
vigour,  R.  1282. 

Lusty,  adj.  pleasant,  gay,  A  80;  jocund, 
F  272;  lusty,  H  41;  joyous,  K.  581; 
happy,  R.  1303 ;  joyful.  A  1513 ;  vigorous. 
L.  1038. 

Luxures,  s.  pi.  lusts.  B  3.  p  7.  12. 

Luzurie,  s.  lechery,  B  925,  C  484, 

Lyard,  adj.  grey,  D  1563. 

Lycorys,  s.  liqucirice,  A  3690. 

Lye  (i),  f.  lie.  remain,  10. 52;  L.ye,ger.  to 
lodge,  D  1780 ;  Lye  .  .  by,  v.  lie  beside, 
B3470;  Lye  upright,  lie  on  one's  back. 
lie  dead,  R.  1604 ;  Lystow,  thou  liest,  H 
276;  Lyth,  pr.  s.  lies,  is,  remains,  R. 
782;  lies,  3.  146,  181;  (he)  lies,  B  634; 
(that)  lies,  D  1829;  remains,  resides,  B 
3654;  lies  (dead),  3.  143:  Lyth  therto. 
belongs  here,  is  needed,  3.  527;  Lay, 
I  pt.  s.  lodged,  A  20 ;  was,  A  538 ;  Lay'e, 
p/.  s.  subj.  would  lie,  T.  iv.  1560;  Ly, 
imp.  J.  T.  ii.  953. 

Lye  (2),  V.  tell  lies,  lie,  A  763;  Lixt,  2 
pr.  s.  liest.  D    1618,   1761;  Ley,  strong 
pt.  s.  lied,  T.  ii.  1077 ;  Lyed,  weak  pt.  s 
lied,  A  659.    A.  S.  Hogan. 


Lye  (3). ' 


:.  D  114a.    A.  S.  9^1,1 


Ljrer,  i.  liar,  B  3356. 

Lyes,  s,fl.  lees,  dregs,  HF.  S130. 

LyoB,  pi.   (i)   lees;    or  (a)  lies.  D  30a. 

Perhaps  a  double  tnEdning  is  inieaded. 
Lyf,  J.  life.  A  71,  3776;   Lyves,  j^».  life's, 

6.  60;  of  mji  life,  3.  gao;   Our  pre»DI 

present  Jifc  in  Ihe  worid,  5.  53;  Lyves 
day,  lifetime,  L.  1624 ;  Lyve,  dW.  I.  51) ; 
On  lyve.  alive,  L.  1799;  in  his  lime.  U 
43:  Upon  lyve,  alive,  T.  iL  tew;  Of 
lyve.  out  of  life.  T.  v.  1561 ;  Bnnge  of 
lyve.  cause  to  die,  T.  ii.  1608 ;  My  lyve, 
in  my  life.  T.  ii.  905;  By  thy  lyf;  dtuing 
Ihy  life,  B  1631 :  rhy  lyT,  duiing  thy 
lifetime,  17.  191  His  lyve.  in  bis  life,  L. 
logg;  Hir  lyve.  in  their  life.  D  39a; 
Ly  ves.  fl  B  3984. 

Lynodtt,  I.  means  of  living.  I  685.  Mod. 
E.  lailiAood. 

Iiyfly.  adv.  in  a  lifelike  way,  A  3087. 

Lylce,  V.  please.  T.  i.43i:x'^.  HP.  Bte; 
to  be  liked.  R.  1357;  Lyketh,  fr.  i, 
pleases,  E  1031;  imferi.  (it)  pleases.  E 
311.  845;  M  /.  yovi,  it  pleases  us  with 
respect  10  you,  E  106 ;  Lyke,  fir.  1.  lui/. 
may  please,  D  117S ;  ikit  I.  not.  ii  may 
not  please  you,  L.  490:  Lyked,  ft.  s. 
imptts.  pleased,  R.  131a. 

Lylm^,  !.  pleasure,  C  455;  delight,  B 
3499- 

Lylclng.  adj.  pleasing,  R.  868;  pleasant, 
K.  1416;  ihriving,  R.  1564. 

Lyklihed,  j,  dal.  likelihood,  E  448. 

IiyhlimeBBe,  i.  probability,  13.  15. 

Lyltly,  adj.  likely,  like,  16,  3a. 

Lylcne,  i  pr.  s.  compare,  3. 636. 

Lykii«ea«,  i.  parable.  A  3S43. 

Lym.  1.  time,  V  1149;  quicklime,  L.649. 

LymaJUe,  '.filings  of  any  metal,  G  1161; 
Lvmail,Gii64;  Limaille.  G  853. 

lijrme.i-*/-.  to  cover  with  birdlime,  T.  1.353. 

Lymere,  1.  hound  held  in  leash,  3.  365. 

Lymrod,  t.  lime-iwig,  B  3574. 

Lyne,  i.  line.  T.  i.  106S;  lishing-line,  4. 
34a;  line  of  descent.  D  1135;  ai  fyiu 
right,  straiehl  as  a  line.  T.  iii.  338. 

Lyned.  pp.  lined,  A  44a 

Lyne-rlBbt,  adj.  in  an  ei 


"■:.3'- 


e.  exactly 


Lyoun,    i.    lion,    T.    iii.    17S0;    V.   830; 

Lyouns,;*;.  R.  S94.    See  liSOUIl. 
Lyst,  a  pr.  s.  liest.  reclines),  T.  ii.  991; 

Lyilow.  Itesl  thou,  H  ^ 
Lytaivy*.  1.  letbaicy,  T.  i.  730. 
LyM,    adj.   imall,  httle,  R.  53a:    slight, 


I  689;  LytL,,.. 
//.  lillle.  A  ^94. 


"e.  L.  99.  535;  Lyte, 


LytS,  adv.  Iilile.  3.  884;  a  Ihlle,  E  933; 

in  a  small  drgree,  G  byi,  699 ;  /.  audi., 

by  little  and  little,  D  aaK. 
Lyibe,  adj.  easy,  soli,  HF.  iiB. 
Lythe,  ftr.  lo  alleviate,  cheer,  T.  iv.  754. 
Lyvs;  see  Lyf. 

Lyvely,  adv.  in  a  lively  way,  3.  905. 
liyvoB;  see  Lyf. 
LyV^B.  iM^-  in  life :  hence,  oi  adj.  living, 

alive,  T.  iv.  353;   kb  lyots  crtaiare,  no 

living  creature,  T.  iii.  13. 


M',  somttimtipmtfir  Me  (before  a  vowel)  ; 

Ub  fey,  my  failh  I  T.  iii,  53 

Maad ;  pp.  o/Make. 

Ma&t,  adj.  dejected,  B  a.  p  4.  43. 

itaA,pp.  made,  I,  3S6.     See  Uake. 

Madda,   v.  go  mad,  4.  153:  gtr.  to  be 

furious,  T.  i.  479. 
Uoder  I.  madder,  9.  17. 
Maglk.  i  ■      • 

Hcwlstn    . 
Haheym,  1 

Halllei  I.  mall,  riaged  armour,  E  taoa. 

Maister.  i.  master,  B  1627:  doctor.  D 
al84;  doctor  (of  divinity),  D  1638;  (as 
a  term  of  address),  17. 1 ;  one  in  authority, 
Aa&i. 

MalBterful,  adj.  masterful,  T.  ii.  756- 

Haist«r.etrete.  i.  "■-"  ■*"-•  '    '"*' 


Htusirflr-bour,  j_  cniei  lower,  r  aai 
UaiBtow,  mayesi  Ihou,  HF.  699. 
MaJetr«SBe,  s.  misiiess.  L.  88;  g 

ess.  C  iq6. 
Malatrya.  1.  mastery,  greal  skill.  A  3383: 

mastery,  F  747.  764;  r- ■    °  ~"~   ^ 

58 :    superiority ;   /or 


>.  L.  88 ;  govem- 


B  3689.  C 


165 ;  viclory,  B 
3303;  specimen  01  skII],  HF.  1074;  art, 
elegance,  R.  843;   a  masterly  operation 


mk%lr/),  G  1060. 


MaJeStee,  S.:  hi^  nm  mujciirc  •=  nin  Fu^ai 
majesty,  i.  e.  high  treason,  B  i.  p  4.  163. 

Make,  i.  male.  D  970.  II  1S6;  eqnal, 
match,  A  3556;  wedded  companion,  wife. 
B700;  bride.EiSfla;  husband.  D  85. 

Moke,  V.  make,  A  184:  compose,  write, 
I.  69 ;  gtr.  to  compose,  to  wnte  (about), 
R.  41;  pretend  10,  counler*-''  t  " 
1533;  cause  (it),  T.  ii.  959; 
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2  /r.  J.  B  371 ;  Maketh,  >r.  j.  causes,  A 
303s ;  Maken,  pr.  pi.  make,  utter,  A  9 ; 
Maked,  pt  s.  made,  A  526;  Makeden, 
ft.  pi.  T.  iv.  121 ;  Made,//,  s.  subj.  may 
nave  made,  ^  227;  Made  .  .  .  broght, 
caused  to  be  brought,  HF.  155 ;  Maked, 
pp.  made,  A  1247;  composed,  5.  677; 
Maad,  pp.  made,  A  394 ;  Mad,  pp.  3. 415. 

Makelees,  adj.  peerless,  T.  i.  172. 

MakinGTi  s.  poetry,  composition,  L.  74, 

4>3.  483. 
Malapert,  adj.  forward,  T.  iii.  87. 

Male  ii),s.  bag,  wallet,  A  694,  31 15. 

Male  (2),  s.  male,  D  122. 

Malefloe,  s.  evil  contrivance,  I  341. 

Mal6ncolyk,  adj.  melancholy^  A  1375. 

Malfir^e,  prep,  in  spite  of,  4.  22a 

Malison,  s,  curse,  I  443 ;  cursing,  I  619. 

Malliable,  adj.  malleable,  such  as  can 
be  worked  by  the  hammer,  G  113a 

Malt,  pe.  s.  melted,  HF.  922. 

Maltalent,  s,  ill-will,  ill-humour,  resent- 
ment, R.  273,  330. 

Man,  s.  A  167, 209, 223 ;  (used  indefinitely) 
one,  B  43,  D  2002 ;  hero,  B  3331 ;  servant, 
I  772 ;  Mannes,  ^e».  of  mankind,  T.  ii. 
417;  Men,  //.  men,  people,  18.  96;  A 
178 ;  siftjg^.  {unempkatic  form  ^man) ,  one 
{with  sing,  verb) ,  A  149, 232,  C  675,  G  392. 

Manace,  ger.  to  threaten,  E  1752. 

Manasinsre,  s.  threatening,  A  203c 

Mandement,  s.  summons,  D  1340. 

Maner,  s.  manor,  place  to  dwell  in,  3. 1004. 

Manere,  s.  manner,  A  858,  D  1229;  de- 
portment, A  140;  disposition,  L.  251; 
manner,  way,  3.  1x30;  ease  of  behaviour. 
3.  1218;  goocfiy  courtesy  of  manner,  4. 
294:  of  manere,  in  his  behaviour,  F  546; 
Maner,  way,  3.  433 ;  manner,  kind,  sort 
{used  without  of  following) ,  as  in  maner 
doctrine,  B  1689 ;  pi.  kinds,  R.  1406. 

Manhede.  s.  manliness,  A  1285. 

Mannish,  adj.  manlike.  T.  i.  284 ;  human, 
B  24^4 ;  unwomanly,  B  782. 

Mannish,  adv.  like  a  man,  boisterously, 
E  1536. 

Mansioun,  s.  dwelling,  A  1974 ;  (a  term 
in  astrology),  F  50;  mansion  (of  the 
moon),  F  1285;  //.  daily  positions  or 
'  stations '  of  the  moon,  F  1130.  A  man- 
sion of  a  planet  is  the  sign  (or  signs)  of 
the  zodiac  in  which  the  planet  was 
thought  to  be  peculiarly  at  home.  A 
mansion  of  the  moon  refers  to  its  posi- 
tion day  by  day  in  the  sky. 

Mansuete,  adj.  courteous.  T.  v.  194. 

Mansuetude,  s.  meekness,  I  654. 

Mantelet,  s.  short  mantle,  A  3163. 


Manye,  s.  mania,  A  1374. 

Mappemounde,  map  of  the  world,  12.  a. 

Mapul,  s.  maple-tree,  A  2923. 

Marble-stoon,  1.  piece  of  marble,  R. 
1462. 

Marchal,  s.  marshal,  £  193a 

Marchandyse,  s.  barter,  1  777. 

Marchant,  s.  merchant,  A  27a 

Maroial,  adj.  warlike,  T.  iv.  1669. 

Marcien,  adj.  devoted  to  Mars.  D  610. 

Mareys,  s.  marsh,  D  970;  Mareys,  pi. 
marshes,  B  2.  p  7.  42. 

Marie,  inttrf.  marry,  i.  e.  by  St,  Mary,  G 
1062. 

Mark  (i) ,  s, mark,  fixed  spot,  L. 784 ;  sex, 
race,  D  696 ;  sign,  I  98. 

Mark  (2),  s.  a  piece  of  money,  of  the 
value  of  ty.  ^.  in  England,  G  1096;  pi. 
Mark,  C  390. 

Market-beter,  s.  swaggerer  in  a  market, 
A  3936. 

Markis,  s.  a  marquis.  E  64 ;  gen.  sing. 
marquis's,  E  994. 

Markisesse,  s.  a  marchioness,  E  283. 

Martyre,  s.  martyrdom,  T.  iv.  818. 

Martsfreth,  pr.  s.  torments,  A  1562. 

Mary,  s.  marrow,  pith,  C  542. 

Mary-bones,  s.  pi.  marrow-bones,  A  380. 

Mase,  s.  maze,  labyrinth,  L.  2014;  be- 
wilderment, T.  V.  468 ;  beifv'ildering  posi- 
tion, B  4283. 

Mased,  ad/,  bewildered,  B  526;  stunned 
with  grief;  7.  322. 

Masednesse,  s.  amaze,  E  1061. 

Maselyn,  s.  a  bowl  made  of  maplewood, 
B  2042. 

Massedayes,  //.  massdays,  B  4041. 

Masse-peny,  s.  penny  for  a  mass,  D  1749. 

Mast,  s.  mast,  i.  e.  the  fruit  of  forest- 
trees,  acorns  and  beech-nuts,  9. 7,  37. 

Masty,  adj.  fattened,  sluggish,  HF.  1777. 
Lit. '  fattened  on  mast' 

Mat,  adj.  dejected,  A  955 ;  exhausted,  T. 
iv.  342;  dead,  L.  126;  defeated  utterly, 

,  B  935. 

Mate,  inter;',  checkmate!  3.  660;  adj. 
exhausted,  7.  176. 

Materes,  //.  materials  (of  a  solid  char- 
acter), G  779. 

Matrimoine,  s.  matrimony,  A  3095,  E 

1573' 
Maugre,  Maugrree,  in  spite  of;  as  in 

maugre  al  thy  might,  A  1607 ;  maugree 

hit  eyen  two,  A  1706 ;  maugree  thyne  yen, 

D  315 :  m.  her,  L.  1772 ;  m,  Philistiens,  B 

3238 ;  m.  my  heed,  in  spite  of  all  I  can 

do,  %.  1201 ;  m.  thyn  heed,  B  104 ;  m.  his 

heed,  A  1169 ;  m.  her  (Jkir)  heed,  L.  93106^ 
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D  887;  m.your  heed,  in  spite  of  all  you 

can  do,  B  4602. 
Maumet,  s.  idol,  I  860. 
Maumetrye,  s.  Mahometanism,  idolatry. 

B    236.     Maumet    is    a    corruption    of 

Mahomet  or  M uhammed ;  our  ancestors 

wrongly  held    the    Mahometans  to  be 

idolaters. 
Maunciple,    s.    manciple.    A   541.    An 

officer  who   purchases  victuals   lor  an 

inn  or  college. 
Mavis,  s.  song-thrush,  R.  619. 
Ma  we,  s.  maw,  stomach,  B  486. 
May,  s.  maiden,  B  851. 
Mayde  child,  girl,  B  1285. 
Maydenheed,  j.  maidenhood,  virginity, 

D888. 
Mayle,  s.  mail-armour,  T.  v.  1559. 
Mayntene,  v.  maintain,  R.  1144 ;  uphold, 

A  1778. 
Mayster-hunte,  s.  chief  huntsman,  3. 

375- 
Maystres,  s.  pi.  masters,  B  3.  m  2.  la. 

Maystiie,  s.  masterly  act ;  No  maystrie, 

an  easy  matter,  L.  400. 
Maze,  ipr.pl.  are  in  a  state  of  bewilder- 
ment. E  2387. 
Mectael,  adj.  much ;  for  as  meckel,  for  as 

much,  A.  pr.  6. 
Mede  \i)^  s.  mead  (drink),  B  2042.    See 

Meeth. 
Mede.  s.  (2),  mead,  meadow,  A  89. 
Medeleth,  pr.  s.  mingles,  L.  874. 
Medellngr,  s.  admixture,  B  i.  p  4.  279. 
Medewe.  s.  meadow,  R.  128. 
Mediatours,  s.  pi.  go-betweens,  I  967. 
Medle,  v.  mingle,  HF.  2102;  meddle,  take 

part  in,  G  1184;  dye  {miscert),  B  2.  m  5. 

10;  Medly,  v.  mingle,  mix,  B  2.  m  5. 7; 

imp.  pi.  meddle,  G  1424. 
Mealee,  adj.  of  a  mixed  colour,  A  328. 
Meed,  s.  reward,  L.  1662 ;  M^de,  meed, 

reward,  A  770;  to  medes,  for  my  meed, 

for  my  reward,  T.  ii.  1201. 
Meel-tyd,  s.  meal-time,  T.  ii.  1556. 
Meeth,  s.  mead,  A  3261,  3378;  Meth,  A 

2279. 
Megre,  adj.  thin,  R.  218,  311. 
Melnee ;  see  Meynee. 
Meke,  i  pr.  s.  humble,  B  2874. 
Meke,  adv.  meekly,  7.  267. 
MelancoUous  {accented  m6Ianc61ious), 

ad/',  melancholy,  HF.  30. 
Meldncol^fe,  s,  melancholy,  3.  23. 
Mele,  s.  meal  (of  flour),  A  3995. 
Melle,  s.  mill,  A  3923,  4242. 
Melte,  V.  melt,  T.  iv.  367 ;   Malt,  pt.  s. 

HF.  922;  Molte,/^/.  HF.  1145,^149. 


Memorial,  adj,  which  serves  to  record 
events,  7.  18. 

Mem6rie,  s.  memory,  G  339;  remem- 
brance, A  31 Z2,  B  3164. 

Men,  //.  o/Mam  ;  also  a  weakened  form  of 
Man,  in  the  sense  of  'one,'  or  'some 
one ' ;  used  with  a  singular  verb.  See 
Man. 

Mendlnants,  //.  mendicant  friars,  D 
1907, 1912. 

Mene,  adj.  middle,  B  3.  m  9.  28;  mene 
whyle,  mean  while.  G  1262;  of  middle 
size,  T.  V.  806;  Mene,  adj.  pi.  inter- 
mediate, 7.  286. 

Mene,  s.  means,  way,  11.  36;  middle 
course,  T.  i.  689;  instrument.  E  1671; 
mediator,  i.  125 ;  go-between,  T.  iii.  254 ; 
intermediary,  I  990;  the  mean,  L,  165; 
1>l.  means,  instruments,  D  1484. 

Menellche,  adj.  moderate,  B  i.  p  6.  iii. 

Menen,^rr.  to  say,  HF.  1104;  to  signify, 
B  3941 :  \pr.  s.  intend,  A  793 ;  Menestow, 
meanest  thou,  G  309;  Mente,  1  pt.  s. 
meant,  intended,  B  4614 ;  purposed,  18. 
50;  declared.  7. 160;  Ment,/^.  intended, 

5-  158. 
Mene- whyle,  mean  time,  D  1445. 
Menlner,  s.  intent,  F  151. 
Menivere,  s.  miniver,  a  fine  fur,  R.  227. 
Menstralcles,  ^/.  minstrelsies,  HF.  1217. 
Mente,  pt.  t.  <j/"  Menen. 
Mentes,  pi.  plants  of  mint,  R.  731. 
Mercenarle,  s.  hireling,  A  514. 
Merclable,  adj.  merciful,  B  1878,  3013. 
Mercy,  j.  i. 7 ;  (have)  mercy,  i.  36 ;  gratmt 

mercy,  much  thanks,  la  99. 
Mere.  s.  mare,  A  541 ;  Mare,  A  40^5. 
Meridian,  adj.  at  the  moment  of  south- 
ing, southern,  A.  pr.  93. 
Merldle,  s.  midday,  A.  ii.  44.  48. 
Meridional,  adj.  southern,  F  263. 
Merler,  adj.  pleasanter,  sweeter,  B  2024, 

4041. 
Merltorle,  adj.  meritorious,  I  831. 
Merk,  s.  image,  F  880. 
Merken,  v.  brand,  B  x.  p  4.  139. 
Merllon,  s.  merlin,  small  hawk,  5.  339. 
Mermaydens,  sirens.  R.  680,  682. 
Mersshy,  adj.  marshy,  D  17 10. 
MervelUe,  s.  marvel,  B  2736. 
Mervelllous,  adj.  marvellous,  B  1643. 
Mery,  adj.  merry,  gay,  R.  c8o;  pleasant. 

A  235.  757;   pleasant  to  hear.  B  1186; 

Meriemen,  followers,  B  2029. 
Mes ;  at  good  mes,  at  a  favourable  distance, 

so  as  to  have  a  fair  shot,  R.  1453.    O.  F. 

mes. 
Meschaunce,  s.  misfortune,  A  2009 ;  evil 
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occurrence,  T.  i.  92;  a  miserable  con- 
dition, B  3204:  unfortunate  conduct,  C 
80;  ill  luck.  B  4623:  ill  luck  (to  him), 
B  896;    with  m.,  with    a   mischief,  H 

193- 
Meschief ,  /.  misfortune,  A  493,  B  3513 ; 

trouble,  mishap,  A  2551 ;  tribulation,  H 

76. 
Mesel,  s.  leper,  I  624.    O.  F.  mesel. 
Meseliie,  s.  leprosy.  I  625. 
Mess^ffe,  s.  (i),  message,  T.  iii.  401; 

errand,  B  1087;  (2)  messenger,  B  144, 

333. 
Messa^er,  j.  messenger.  A  1491. 
Me88afirei*yo,  s.  a  sending  of  messages 

(personified),  5.  228. 
Messanger,  s.  messenger,  HF.  1568. 
Messe,  s.  mass.  B  1413. 
Messuasre,  5.  dwelling-house,  A  3979. 
Meste,  pi.  most.  i.  e.  highest  in  rank, 

greatest,  E  131 ;  at  the  ///.,  at  most,  T.  v. 

947- 
Mester,  s.  service,  office,  occupation,  A 

1340.     O.  F.  mester  ;  Lat.  minister  turn. 

Mesurable,  rf<^*.  moderate,  A  435 ;  modest, 
I  936. 

Mesixrably,  adv.  moderately,  B  2795. 

Mesure,  s.  moderation.  3.  881 ;  measure, 
E  256 ;  plan.  5.  305 ;  bym.,  not  too  much, 
^.  872;  moderately.  R.  543;  over  m., 
immeasurably,  5.  300;  out  of  m.,  im- 
moderately, B  2607 ;  withoute  m.,  beyond 
measure,  3.  632. 

Mesuiiner,  s.  measure,  R.  1349. 

Met,  f.  measure  of  capacity,  1  799. 

Metaznorpho8eos,x^<fA.  s.  (the  book)  of 
Metamorphosis;  it  should  be  pi.  Meta- 
morphoseon  ;  B  93. 

Mete,  adj.  meet,  befitting,  3.  316;  fit,  L. 
1043 ;  pi.  meet,  A  2291. 

Met<9,  s.  equal,  3.  486. 

Mete,  5.  meat,  food,  A  136.  1900;  meat, 
L.  1 108;  repast,   T.  ii.  1462;  eating,  A 

Mete,  V.  meet,  L.  148;  find,  5.  698;  to 
meet  together,  B  1873;  Meteth,  pr,  s. 
meets  {men  being  s\T\ga\^r  =  one) ,  A 
1524 ;  Mette.  pt,  pi.  met,  E  390 ;  Metten, 
//.  //.  HF.  227 :  wei  met,  D  1443. 

Mete,  V.  dream.  T.  iii.  1559.  iv.  1396,  v.  249 ; 
Met,  pr.  s.  5.  104,  105 ;  Mette,  i  pt.  s.  5. 
95 ;  Me  mette,  1  //.  j.  re^.  I  dreamt,  K. 
26;  pt.  s.  impers.  3.  276;  Met,^.  B  4445. 

Mete,  I  pr.  s.  (I)  measure,  A.  li.  41.  8. 

Metely,  adj.  well-proportioned,  R.  822. 

Meth,  s.  mead  (drink),  A  2279. 

Meting  (i),  J.  meeting,  L.  784. 

Meting  (2),  j.  dream,  3.  283. 


Meve,  V.  move,  stir,  T.  K  472;  to  him 
meved,  urged  against  him,  L.  344. 

Mewe,  s.  mew,  i.  e.  coop  wherein  fowls 
were  fattened,  A  349;  properly,  a  coop 
for  hawks  when  moulting,  F  643; 
hiding-place,  T.  iii.  602. 

Mewet,  adj.  mute,  T.  v.  194. 

Mexcu8e,/27r  Me  excuse,  excuse  myself, 
16.  36. 

Meynee,  s.  household,  B  1238 ;  company, 
R.  1305;  followers,  suite,  retinue,  re- 
tainers, household-servants,  R.  615,  634 ; 
household,  menials,  A 1258 ;  army,  troop, 
B  3532;  assembly,  HF.  933;  Meinee, 
retinue,  I  437 ;  troop,  A  4381 ;  Meiny, 
crew,  L.  2201.  O.  F.  meisnee,  maisnee, 
household. 

Meyntenaunce,  s.  demeanour,  3.  834. 

Michel,  adj.  much.  A.  ii.  23.  30. 

Mid.  ad/',  middle.  3.  660. 

Mlddel,  s.  waist,  R.  1032. 

Midel,  adj.  neither  tall  nor  short.  7.  79. 

Mikel,  adj.  great.  7.  99;  much,  L.  1175. 

Mlle-wey,  s.  a  space  of  s'-*,  which  answers 
to  twenty  minutes  of  time,  the  average 
time  for  walking  a  mile;  hence  the 
term.  A.  i.  7.  11. 

Milksop,  s.  a  piece  of  bread  sopped  in 
milk;  hence,  a  weak,  effeminate  man, 
B  3100. 

Milne-stones,  pi.  mill-siones,  T.  ii.  1384. 

Minde,  s.  remembrance,  T.  ii.  602; 
memory,  B  527 ;  in  tn.,  in  remembrance, 
F  109,  607. 

Ministres.  pi.  officers,  B  4233. 

Ministreth,  pr,  s.  administers,  governs, 
B  3.  m  6.  3. 

Minne,  imp.  s.  remember,  mention,  16. 48. 

Minstralcye,  s.  minstrelsy.  E  1718; 
musical  instrument,  ii  113;  sound  of 
music.  F  268. 

Mintinge,/r^j.//.  intending,  B  i.  m  2.  3. 

Mir&cle,  s.  wonder,  A  2675;  legend.  B 
1881 ;  pieyes  0/  m..  miracle-plays,  D  558. 

Mirour,  s.  mirror,  R.  567,  1585. 

Mirre,  s.  myrrh,  A  2938. 

Mirthe,  s.  pleasure,  amusement,  R.  601 ; 
Mirthe,  Sir  Mirth  (personified),  R.  733, 

Mirtheles,  adj'.  sad,  5.  592. 

Mis,  adj.  wrong,  amiss,  T.  iv.  1348 ;  bad, 
HF.  1975 ;  blameworthy,  G  999. 

Mis,  s.  wrong,  evil,  L.  266  a. 

Mis,  adv.  amiss,  wrongly,  T.  i.  934. 

Mis,  I  pr.  s.  lack,  have  not,  6.  47. 

Misacounted,  pp.  miscounted,  T.  v. 
1 185. 

Misaunter,  s.  misadventure,  misfortune, 
1\  766. 
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Misaventure,  s.  misadventure,  mishap, 
B  616;  mischief,  R.  422. 

Mi8avy8e,/r.//.  re/l.  act  unadvisedly,  D 
230. 

Mlsbileve,  s.  suspicion,  G  1213. 

Misbileved,  infidels,  i.  146. 

Misboden,  pp.  offered  (to  do  you)  evil, 
insulted,  A  909. 

Misbom,  pp.  misbehaved,  B  3067  (lit. 
'borne  amiss'). 

Miscarie,  7.'.  go  amiss,  A  513. 

Mlschaunce,  s.  ill  luck,  K.  1548;  mis- 
chance, R.  251;  misfortune,  L.  1826;  /o 
mischaunce,  i.  e.  to  the  devil,  T.  ii.  22a, 

V'  359  '•  f^<>^  '"•.  how  the  mischief,  T.  iv. 

1362. 
Mischeef,  s.  misfortune,  L.  1278 ;  danger, 

4.  58 ;  harm,  R.  253. 
Misconcey  veth,  pr.  s.  misunderstands, 

E  2410. 
Miscountiner,  s.  fraudulent  reckoning,  R. 

196. 
Misdemeth,  pr.  x.  misjudges,  E  2410. 
Misdeparteth,  pr.  s.  parts  or  divides 

amiss,  B  107. 
Misdooth,  pr.  s.  ill-treats,  B  31 12. 
Misdrawingres,  s.  pi.  way  of  drawing 

aside,  B3.  p  12.  107. 
Misericorde,  s.  (there  is)  mercy,  pity,  T. 

iii.  1177;  pity,  B  2608. 
Mis6rie,  s.  misery,  B  3167. 
Misese,  5.    trouble,  I    806;    discomfort, 

1  177 ;  fl.  injuries,  B  i.  p  4.  73. 
Misesed,  pp.  vexed,  I  806. 
Misfllle,  ^/.  5.  subj.  it  went  amiss  (with), 

A  2388. 
Misforyaf ,  //.  s.  misgave,  T.  iv.  1426. 
Misgroon,  pp.  gone  astray,  I  80. 
Miag'ovemaunce,  s.  misconduct,  B3ao2. 
Mis^yed,  pp.  misconducted,  B  3723. 
Mishap,  s.  ill  luck,  B  3435. 
Mishappe,  v.  meet  with  misfortune,  B 

2886 ;  pr.  s.  subj.  (it)  may  happen  ill  for, 

A  1646. 
Mishappy,  adj.  unhappy,  B  2758. 
Misknowingre,  j.ignorance.B3.  m  11. 27. 
Mislay,  pt.  s.  lay  in  an   uncomfortable 

position,  A  3647. 
Misledden,  pt.pl.  misconducted,  T.  iv.  48. 
Misledingros*  pL  misguiding  ways,  B  3. 

p  8.  2. 
Mislyketh,  pr.  s.  displeases,  L.  1293. 
Mislyved,  pp.  of  ill  life,  treacherous,  T. 

iv.  330. 
Mismetre,  pr.  s.  subj.  scan  amiss,  T.  v. 

1796. 
Mis-sat,  //.  s.  was  not  where  it  should 

be,  3.  941 ;  misbecame,  R.  1194. 


Mlsse.  V.  fail,  D  1416;  draw  to  an  end,  5. 
40;  pf.  s.  was  wanting  (to),  T.  iii.  445; 
fip.  missing,  T.  iii.  537. 

Mis-set,  pp.  misplaced,  3.  1210. 

Missey e,  i^r.  s.  speak  amiss.  7. 317 ;  pr.  s. 
slanders,  1  379;  missayd  or  do,  said  or 
done  wrong,  3.  528. 

Misspeke,  i  pr.  s.  subj.  speak  wrongly,  A 
^139. 

Mistaketh,  2  pr.  pi,  transgress,  trespass. 
R.  1540. 

Mister,  s.  trade,  handicraft,  occupation, 
A  613;  need,  R.  1426;  Mester,  occupa- 
tion, A  1340;  wAa/  m.  men,  men  of  what 
occupation,  what  sort  of  men,  A  17 10. 
See  Mester. 

Misterye,  s.  ministry,  profession,  I  895. 
From  I.^t.  ministeriuM. 

Mistihede,  s,  mystery,  4.  224. 

Mis-tometh,  pr.  pi.  turn   aside,  B  3. 

P3-9- 
Mistyde,  v.  be  unlucky.  B  2886. 

Miswanderingre*    adj.    straying    (Lat 

deuius),  B  3.  p  2.  27. 
Miswent,  pp.  gone  amiss,  T.  i.  633. 
Mis-weyes,  s.  pi.  by-paths,  B  3.  m  11.  3. 
Miteyn,  s.  mitten,  glove,  C  372. 
Mizen.  J.  dunghill,  I  911. 
Mo  (mod),  adj.  more.  A.  pr.  27 ;  more  (in 

number),  A  576,  849;   besides,  L.  917; 

others,  E  21 13;  another,  E 1039 ;  Mothers) 

besides,  E  2263;   many  others  besides, 

D  663 ;  tymes  mo,  at  other  times,  E  449 ; 

othere  mo,  others  besides,  G  looi ;  na  mo, 

no  more,  none  else,  B  695. 
Mo,  adv.  more,  any  longer,  D  864 ;  never 

the  mo,  never  mo,  never,  D  691,  1099. 
Mochel,  adj.  great,  L.  1966;  much,  G  611. 
Mochel,  adv.  much,  B  3959. 
Mochel,  J.  size,  3.  454,  861. 
Moder,  s.  mother,  B  276;  the  thickest 

plate  forming  the  principal  part  of  the 

astrolabe  (Lat.  mater  or  rotuld),  A.  i.  3. 

I ;    Modres,  gen.  B   1783 ;    Modres,  pi. 

C93. 
Moeble,  adj.  moveable,  A.  i.  21.  80. 
Moeble,    s.    moveable    goods,   personal 

property,  T.  iv.  1380,  1460 ;  pi.  G  540. 
Moedes,  s.pl.  moods,  strains  (of  music), 

B  2.  p  I.  50. 
Moevable,  adj.  fickle,  B  4.  m  5.  32 ;  as  s. 

The  firstc  m.,  the  '  primum  mobile,'  A.  i. 

17.  50. 
Moevabletee,  s.  mobility,  B  4.  p  6.  126. 
Moeve,  ger.  to  stir  up,  B  2218 ;  v.  move, 

I  133- 
Moevere,  s.  mover,  A  2987. 

Moevingre,  s.  moving,  motion.  A.  pr.  99 ; 
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Firstc  moeving,  the  '  primum  mobile,' 
A.  i.  17.  45. 

Moiste,  pi.  supple,  A  457. 

Moiste,  adj.  as  s.  moisture,  R.  1564. 

Mokereres,  s.pL  misers,  B  2.  p  5.  18. 

Mokre,  v.  hoard  up.  T.  iii.  1375. 

Molestle,  s.  trouble,  B  3.  p  9.  105. 

Molllflcacloun.  s.  softening,  G  854. 

Molte,  //. ;  see  Melte. 

Monche,  v.  munch,  1'.  i.  9x4. 

Mono,  J.  moon,  A  2077;  i.  e.  position  or 
'  quarter  *  of  the  moon,  A  403 ;  Mone, 
j^tn,  B  2070;  Mones,^en.  F  11 54. 

Mone,  jr.  moan,  complaint,  A  1366,  F  920. 

Mone,  V.  rejL.  to  lament,  T.  i.  98. 

Monstre,  s.  prodigy,  F  1344:  />/.  B3302. 

Montaigrne,  s,  mountain,  B  24. 

Mood,  s.  anger,  A  1760 ;  thought,  C  126. 

Moon.  5.  moan,  lamentation,  complaint, 
L.  1169,  1799. 

Moome,  i  pr,  s.  mourn,  A  3704. 

Moorningre,  s.  mourning,  plaint,  A  3706. 

Moot,  s.  pi.  notes  on  a  horn,  3.  376. 

Moot,  ipr.  s.  must,  shall,  B  1853;  P^-  ^^ 
must,  ought  to,  A  232;  is  to  (go),  B  294; 
Mot,  I  pr.  s,  may,  4.  267;  must,  have 
to,  B  227;  Most,  z  pr.  s,  B  104;  Mot, 
pr.  s.  must,  has  to,  1^  388,  1945 ;  Mote, 
2pr.  pi.  may,  T.  ii.  40a;  Moten,  must, 
L.  343 :  Mote  {or  Moot) ,  pr.  s,  subj.  may, 
HF.  102;  L.  843;  is  sure  to,  L.  1632; 
Moot  {or  Mote)  I  goon,  may  I  still  go, 
may  I  still  retain  the  power  to  walk. 
F  m\  So  moot  {or  mote)  I  thee,  j«s 
I  may  thrive,  as  I  hope  to  thrive,  C 
309;  As  ever  mote  I.  A  832;  Foule 
moot  thee  falle,  ill  may  it  befall  thee, 
H  40;  Moot  {or  Mote)  thou,  mnystthou, 
B  1626;  Moste,  \pt.  J.  must  (go),  B282; 
Moste,  //.  s.  must,  4.  250;  had  to,  B 
886 ;  ought  to  (be) ,  F  38 ;  was  made  to, 
B  3700;  Mosten,  pt.  pi.  should,  L.  99; 
Moste,  //,  J.  subj,  might,  L.  1573 ;  us 
mosU,  we  must  resolve  to,  G  946. 

Moral,  adj.  excellent  in  character,  T.  iv. 
1672. 

Moralitee,  s.  moral  tale,  I  38;  moral 
writing,  I  1088. 

Mordre,  s.  murder,  R.  1136;  m,  wol  out, 
B  4242. 

Mordre,  ^er.  to  murder,  kill,  L.  1536. 

Mordrer,  j.  murderer,  5.  353, 612. 

Moxxliingr*  J.  murdering,  A  2001. 

More,  adj.  greater,  B  2396.  E  1231 ;  larger, 
HF.  500;  More  and  lesse.  all  alike, 
every  one,  B  959;  More  and  more.  HF. 
532;  with-outen  more,  without  further 
trouble,  T.  iv.  133. 


More,  adv.  more,  A  219;  in  a  greater 
degree,  B  3745. 

More,  5.  root,  1".  v.  25.    A.  S.  mom. 

Mormal,  s.  sore,  gangrene,  A  386. 

Mome,  J.  morning ;  morne  mUk,  morning- 
milk,  A  358,  3236. 

Morsel,  s.  morsel,  bit,  A  128;  m.  breed, 
morsel  of  bread.  B  3624. 

Morter,  s.  mortar.  9. 15 ;  a  metal  bowl  for 
holding  wax,  with  a  wick  for  burning. 
T.  iv.  1245. 

Mortifye,  v.  kill;  used  of  producing 
change  by  chemical  action,  G  143 1 ; 
pp.  deadened.  I  233. 

Mortreux,  pL  thickened  soups  or  pot- 
tages, A  384.  (Also  spelt  mortrnves  ; 
thus  X  is  for  s.) 

Morwen,  s.  morning,  morrow,  T.  ii.  X555; 
Morwe,  L.  49,  108 ;  fore  part  of  a  day, 
T.  iv.  1308;  by  the  morwe,  early  in  the 
morning,  A  334. 

Morrveninere.  s.  morning,  A  1062 ;  dawn- 
ing, 4.  26. 

Morwe-BongTf  s.  morning-song.  A  830. 

Morwe-tyde.  s.  morning-hour,  E  2225; 
in  the  m.,  in  the  morning,  B  4206. 

Mosel,  s.  muzzle.  A  2151. 

Most,  2  pt.  s.  oughtest  (to),  8.  3;  Moste, 
//.  s.  must,  ought  (to),  A  3088;  must 
(go),  HF.  187;  had  to  go,  T.  v.  5;  was 
obliged  to,  T.  iii.  540;  must,  might,  E 
2102;  pt.  5.  subj.  might.  L.  1594;  Mosten, 
//.  pi.  must,  might,  T.  ii.  1507;  could, 
HF.  2094. 

Moste,  adj.  sup.  greatest,  F  199;  chief, 
D  1041 ;  chiefest,  F  361. 

Mote  (i),  J.  atom,  T.  iii.  1603;  Motes,//, 
specks  of  dust.  D  868. 

Mote  (2).  s.  motion  (Lat.  mottu),A,  ii.  44. 
22.  The  '  mene  mote '  or  mean  motion 
is  the  average  motion  of  a  planet  dur- 
ing a  given  period. 

Motre,^^.  to  mutter,  T.  ii.  541. 

Mottelee,  s.  motley  an  ay,  A  271. 

Motthes,  s.  pi.  moths,  B  2187. 

Motyf,  s.  motive;  hence  idea,  notion,  B 
628,  E  1491. 

Moulen,  v.  grow  mouldy,  B  32;  pp.  A 
3870. 

Moiintance,  s,  amount,  value,  quantity, 
A  1570;  amount  (of  time),  L.  307;  length, 
T.  ii.  1707 ;  value.  H  255. 

Mourdaiint,  s.  chape,  or  metal  tag,  at 
the  end  of  a  girdle,  R.  1094.  (Not  '  the 
tongue  of  a  buckle.') 

Moustre,  s.  pattern,  3.  912, 

Moveresse,  s.  a  fomentress  of  quarrels, 
R.149. 


(Slodsartal  Intiex. 


73 


Mowe.  J.  grimace,  T.  iv.  7 ;  //.  HF.  1806. 

Mo  wen,  v.  be  able ;  mowen  shewen,  be- 
come evident,  B5.  p4. 163;  Mowen, ^^. 
to  have  power,  T.  li.  1594 ;  May,  i  pr.  j. 
may.  B  89 ;  can,  B  231 ;  Mayst'ow,  may- 
est  thou,  A  1918:  Mowe,  i  pr.  pi.  can, 
B  2939 ;  may,  HF.  1735 ;  Mowcn,  2  pr, 
pi.  can,  19.  25 ;  Mowe,  2  pr,  pi.  may,  L. 
92;  can,  3.  552;  Mowen,  pr.  pi,  are 
able  to.  D  1722;  Mowe,  pr.  pi.  may, 
can,  A  2999 ;  Mowe,  2  pr.  s.  subj.  mayest, 
G  460;  Mighte,  ft.  s.  might,  A  169,  &c.; 
I  pt.  s.  subj.  could,  E  638. 

Mowingre.  s.  ability,  B  4.  p  4.  32. 

Mowled,  pp.  decayed,  A  3870. 

Moysoun,  s.  crop,  growth,  R.  1677.  O.  F. 
moison  ;  l^t.  ace.  mensionem. 

Moyste,  adj.  fresh,  new,  B  1954,  C  315. 

Moysty,  adj.  new  (applied  to  ale),  H  60. 

Muable,  adj.  changeable,  T.  iii.  822. 

Muchel,  adj.  much,  great,  A  2352;  a 
gre;\t  deal  of,  F  349;  in  so  m.,  in  so 
much,  B  2644;  many,  G  673. 

Muchel,  adv.  greatly,  A  258;  much,  F 
1129. 

Mulier  est  hominis  confusio,  woman  is 
man's  confusion,  B  4354. 

Mullok,  J.  a  heap  of  refuse,  A  3873;  con- 
fused heap  of  materials,  G  938,  94a 

Multiplica^ciouQ,  s.  multiplying,  i.  e. 
the  art  of  alchemy,  G  849. 

Multiplye,  v.  to  make  gold  and  silver  by 
the  arts  of  alchemy,  G  669. 

Murmuracion,  j.  murmuring.  I  499. 

Murmuringre,  j.  murmur,  A  2432. 

Muriihe,  s.  mirth,  joy,  E  1123. 

Murye,  ^^dj.  merry,  A  1386. 

Muscle,  r.  mussel,  D  2100. 

Muse,  5.  muse,  poetic  faculty,  16.  38. 

Muse,  ,,f^•r.  to  consider,  T.  iii.  563 ;  pr.  s. 
ij.izes  into,  R.  1592;  pp.  gazed,  R.  1645. 

Musice.  Music,  B  2.  p  i.  49. 

Musyke.  music,  5.  62 ;  Musik,  B  4483. 

Muwe,  s.  mew,  pen   (for   hawks),  cage, 
1.  i.  381;    in  muwe,  cooped  up,  T.  iv. 
4^76. 

Muwe,  V.  change,  T.  ii.  1258. 

Myle,  f.  mile,  HF.  1038;  ^e  m.,  five 
mile5.  G  555. 

Mynde,  s.  da/,  mind,  recollection,  3.  15 ; 
ace.  reason,  2.  34;  3.  511;  Aave  minde 
upon,  remember,  19.  26. 

Myne.  v.  undermine,  T.  iii.  767. 

Mynour,  r.  one  who  mines,  A  2465. 

My  lie,  adj.  merry,  A  1499. 

Myrie.  adv.  merrily,  A  3575. 

Myrler,  adv.  comp.  merrier,  R.  876. 

Mys,  pi.  mice,  B  3.  p  6.  37. 


Myte  (i),  5,  mite,  thing  of  no  value,  A 

1558. 
Myte  (2) ,  mite,  insect ;  //.  D  56a 

N. 

N',  for  ne,  not;  as  in  nacheueth  for  nt 

acheueth,  and  the  like. 
Na,  no  (Northern),  A  4175. 
Na  mo,  i.  e.  no  more,  none  else,  B  695. 
Nacheveth,  for  ne  acheveth,  achieves 

not,  T.  v.  784. 
Nadde,//.  s.  {for  ne  hadde),had  not,  R. 

Naddre,  s.  adder,  E  1786. 

Nadir,  s.  the  point  of  the  ecliptic  exactly 

opposite   to   that  in  which   the  sun  is 

situate,  A.  ii.  6.  i ;  see  1.  12. 
Nadstow,  2//.  s.  haddest  thou  not,  didst 

thou  not,  A  4088. 
Naille,  imp.  s.  3  /.  let  it  nail,  let  it  fasten, 

E  1 184. 
NaJteth,  pr.  s.  refuses,  B  i.  m  i.  25. 
Nake,  2 pr.pl.  make  naked,  B  4.  m  7.  70; 

Naked, ^^.  as  adj.  naked,  A  1956,  I  105 ; 

bare,   HF.   133;    destitute,  void,  weak, 

G  486 ;  simple,  plain,  A.  pr.  30. 
Nakers, /►/.  kettle-drums,  A  2511.    From 

the  Arabic. 
NaJe;   al/g  nale,  at  the  ale,  at  the  ale- 
house, D  1349. 
Nam,  (for  ne  am),  i  pr.  s.  am  not,  A 

1 122.  a  2710;  nam  but  deed,  am  only  a 

dead  man,  3.  204. 
Nam,  pt.  s.  took,  G  1297. 
Name,  s.  good  name,  reputation,  L.  i8ia; 

title,  B  3.  p  6.  36. 
Namely,  adv.  especially,  A  1268,  2709. 
Namo,  {for  na  mo) ,  no  more  in  number, 

A  101,  544;  none  other,  no  one  else, 
^  D  957. 

Namore,  adv.  no  more,  A  98. 
Napoplexye,  for  Ne    apoplexy e,    nor 

apoplexy,  B  4031. 
Nappeth,  pr,  s,  naps,  slumbers,  nods, 

H9. 
Narette ;  see  Arette. 
Nart,  {for  ne  art) ,  art  not,  G  499. 
Narwe,  adj.  small,  B  4012;  pi,  A  625; 

close,  closely  drawn,  D  1803. 
Narwe,  adv.  narrowly,  closely,  A  3324; 

tightly,  L.  600;  carefully,  E  1988. 
Nas,  {for  ne  was),  was  not,  A  251,  288; 

/  nas  but,  I  was  simply,  2.  21. 
Nassayeth,  for  ne   assayeth,  attempts 

not,  T.  v.  784. 
Nat,    adv.    not,    A    74;    Nat    but,  only, 

merely,  L.  1899 ;  quite,  L.  2091. 
Nat,  {for  ne  at),  nor  at,  B  29a 
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Nat  forthy,  adv.  notwithstanding,  B  2165.  , 

Natal,  aJj.  who  presides  over  nativities,  1 

T.  iii.  150.  I 

Nath,    {/or  ne  hath),  pr,  s,  hath  not,  A  j 

923. 

Natnelees,  nevertheless,  A  35. 

Nature,  s.  nature,  A  11 ;  kind,  race,  5. 
615 ;  seed,  I  577. 

Naturel,  adj.  natural,  A  416.  A  'day 
natural '  is  a  period  of  24  hours. 

Naugrht,  adv.  not,  B  1701 ;  not  so.  G  269. 

Nave,  s.  nave  (of  a  wheel),  D  2266. 

Naxe,  (for  ne  axe),  ask  not,  T.  v.  594. 

Nay,  adv.  nay,  no,  G  1339;  {opposed  to 
yea) ,  E  355 ;  (answers  a  direct  question) , 
B  740;  surely  not!  3.  1309;  as  s.  nay, 
untruth,  3.  147;  It  is  no  nay,  there  is 
no  denying  it,  B  1956. 

Nayte,  v.  withhold,  deny,  1  1013. 

Ne,  adv.  and  conj.  not,  A  70;  nor,  A  179, 
526 ;  tie  . . .  ne,  neither  . . .  nor,  A  603 ; 
(when  used  with  a  verb,  a  second  neg- 
ative is  often  added). 

Nece,  s.  niece,  B  1290. 

Necesseden,  pt.  pL  compelled,  B  3.  m 
9.  8. 

Neddre,  s.  adder ;  //.  L.  699. 

Nede,  s.  need,  extremity,  B  102,  658, 
2360;  extremity,  difficult  matter,  B 
2917;  peril,  B  3576;  at  nede,  at  need, 
I.  112:  /or  nede,  if  needful,  R.  1123; 
s.  as  adj.  needful,  A  304 ;  //.  matters  of 
business,  B  174,  1266;  necessities,  T.  ii. 
954;  needs,  G  178;  /or  nedes,  for  very 
need,  3.  laoi. 

Nede,  adv.  necessarily,  of  necessity,  R. 

144 1.  1473- 
Nede,  v.  be  necessary,  B  871 ;  Nedeth, 

pr.  s.  (it)  is  necessary,  (it)  needs,  A  462 ; 

what  n.,  what  is  the  need  of,  A  849; 

Neded6,  pt.  s.  impers.  (therej  needed,  A 

4020,  4161 ;  us  neded,  we  should  need, 

T.  iv.  1344. 
Nedely,   adv,  of   necessity,  necessarily, 

B  4435- 
Nedes,  adv.  needs,  necessarily,  of  neces- 

sitv,  L.  1298. 
Nedes-cost,  adv.  of  necessity,  A  1477, 

L.  2697. 
Needly,  adv.  necessarily,  B  3.  p  9.  87. 

See  Nedely. 
Neen,  no  (Northern),  A  4185.  4187. 
Neer,  adv.  comp.  nearer,  A  839,  968 ;  neer 

and  neer,  A  4304 ;    as  pos.  adv.  near,  A 

1439 ;  fer  or  neer,  far  or  near,  T.  i.  451. 
Neet,  //.  neat,  cattle,  A  597. 
Negrardye,  s.  niggardliness,  10.  53. 
Negrhen,  v.  draw  nigh,  L.  318. 


Neigrh,  adj.  near,  nigh,  B  2558. 

Neigh,  adv.  nearly,  T.  i.  60. 

Neigrhebour,  s.  neighbour,  A  535. 

Neigrhen,  v.  draw  near,  T.  ii.  1555. 

Neither  nother,  (in)  neither  the  one 
nor  the  other,  B  5.  m  3.  53. 

Nekke-boon,  j.  neck-bone,  B 1839 ;  neck. 
D  906 :  nape  of  the  neck,  B  669. 

Nel,  \  pr.  s.  will  not,  T.  ii.  726. 

Nempnen,  v.  name,  B  507. 

Nenvye,  /or  ne  envye,  imp.  s.  envy  not, 
T.  V.  1789. 

Ner,  adv.  comp.  nearer.  3.  888 ;  T.  i.  448 ; 
Nere,  3.  38;  ner  and  ner^  B  1710;  Ner 
the  les,  nevertheless,  4.  130. 

Nercotikes,  //.  narcotics,  A  1472. 

Nere  {/or  ne  were),  2//.  s.  wast  not,  4. 
112;  pt.  pi.  were  not,  A  875,  D  1944: 
I  //.  s.  subj.  should  not  (I)  be,  T.  ii.  409 ; 
Nere,  //.  s.  subj.  would  not  be,  should 
not  be,  A  1129;  were  not,  B  3984;  were 
it  not,  B  132;  were  it  not  (for),  i.  24, 
180. 

Nere,  adv.  nearer,  R.  1454. 

Nerf,  s.  nerve,  i.  e.  sinew,  T.  ii.  642. 

Nescapest  {/or  Ne  escapest).  cscapest 
not,  L.  2643. 

Nest,  s.  D  1691 ;  wikked  nest,  i.  e.  mau  ni, 
or  Mauny  (referring  to  Sir  Oliver 
Mauny).  B  3573:  //.  HF.  1516. 

Net-herdes,  ^en.  neat-herd's,  B  2746. 

Nether,  adj.  lower,  A  3852. 

Netherest,  adj.  super l.  lowest,  i.  e.  outer- 
most, A.  i.  18.  7. 

Nevene,  v.  name,  G  821 ;  herd  hir  name 
n.,  heard  (him)  name  her  name,  T. 
i.  876;   pr.  pi.  subj.  may  mention,   G 

1473- 
Never,   adv.  never,  A  70;   «.  dide  iut, 

never  did   aught  that  was  not,  4.  297; 

n.  the  neer,  none  the  nearer,  G  721. 
Neveradel,  adv.  not  a  bit,  C  670. 
Never-mo,    adv.    never    oftener,    never 

(with  two  exceptions),  A.  ii.  31.  5 ;  never, 

3-  1 1 25. 
Nevew,  s.  nephew,  L.  1442;   grandson, 

L.  2659. 
Newe,  adv.  newly,  freshly,  afresh,  A  365, 

428  :  o/newe,  new,  fresh,  T.  ii.  20;   Newe 

and  newe,  again  and  again,  T.  iii.  116; 

continually,  C  929. 
Newed,  //.  s.  had  something  fresh  in  it. 

3.  906 :  pp.  renewed,  B  3036. 
Newefangrel,  adj.  fond  of  novelty,  F  618, 

H  193. 
New-fangrelnesse,  s.  fondness  for  nov- 
elty, L.  154:  F  610. 
Newe-thougrht,  s.  Inconstancy,  R.  982. 
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Nexte,  adj.  sup.  nearest,  A  1413 ;  easiest, 
T.  i.  697. 

Ney,  adj.  nigh,  A.  ii.  3.  78. 

Nlgrard,  adj.  niggardly,  R.  1172. 

Nlg-ard,  s.  miser,  niggard,  B  4105. 

Nig-ardye,  s.  miserliness,  B  1362. 

Nigrhte,  ^€r.  to  grow  dark,  become  night, 
'i\  V.  515. 

Niffhter-teble,  s. ;  by  n.,  in  the  night-time, 
A  97.  This  expression  seems  to  have 
resulted  from  a  confusion  of  I  eel.  a 
nattar-peli,  in  the  dead  of  night,  with 
I  eel.  nattar-tal^  a  tale  or  number  of 
nights. 

Niglit-spel.  s.  night-spell,  night-incan- 
tation, A  3480. 

NigTomanciens,  s.  pi,  necromancers, 
I  603. 

Nil,  I  pr.  s.  will  not,  3.  92,  1125;  will  (I) 
not,  shall  (1)  not,  T.  v.  40,  43, 44;  desire 
not,  dislike,  £  646;  Nille,  i  pr.  s.  will 
not,  G  1463;  Nil,/r.  s.  will  not,  B  972; 
will  not  (have),  3.  586;  will  (she)  not, 
3.  1140 ;  Nilt,  2  pr.  s.  wilt  not, T.  ii,  1024 ; 
Niltow,  thou  wilt  not,  T.  i.  792. 

NilUnere,  s.  refusing,  B  5.  p  2.  23. 

Nin,y&r  Nc  in,  nor  in,  E  1511,  F  35. 

Nis,  for  fu  is,  is  not,  2.  77 ;  Ther  nis  no 
more  but,  all  that  remains  is  that,  L. 
847. 

NiBte,  I  //.  s.  knew  not,  F  502;  //.  s, 
knew  not,  A  3414,  4225. 

Noble,  s.  a  gold  coin,  A  3256;  p/.  HF. 


1315.     (Worth  6s.  6d.) 


Nobledest,  //.  s.  2  p.  ennobledest,  didst 

ennoble,  G  40.    A  translation  of  Dante's 

nobiliidsti,' 
Noblesse,  s.  nobleness,   R.  780;  noble 

cheer,  T.  v.  439;  nobility,  D  1167;  (title 

of  respect),  B  2956;    magnificence,   B 

3438;    high  honour,  B  3^;    nobility, 

rank,    R.    1034;    worthy  behaviour,    B 

185.  248. 
Nobley,  s.  nobility,  dignity,  splendour, 

HF.    1416;    noble    rank,   T.    iv.    1670; 

assembly  of  nobles,  G  449;  state,  F  77. 
Nof  i/or  Ne  of),  nor  of,  D  571,  660. 
Nogrht,  adv.  not,  A  107;  by  no  means, 

in  no  respect,  A  1226;  Noght  but  for, 

only  because,  D  645. 
Nogrnt,  s.   nothing,  C    542;    N.    worth, 

worth  nothing,  H  200. 
Noisen,  ^  pr.pl.  cry  aloud,  B  3.  m  6.  10. 
Nokked,  pp.  notched,  R.  942. 
Nolde,  I  pt.  s.  would  not,  did  not  want, 

5.  90;    (I)   should  not  desire,  G  1334; 

Noldest,  2  pt.   s.  wouldst  not,  3.  482; 

Noldestow,  if  thou  wouldst  not,  T.  iii. 


1264 ;    Nolde,  //.  s.  would  not,   i.  31 ; 

would  not  (have),  A  1024. 
Noznbre,    s,  number,   A  716;    amount, 

sum,  A.  ii.  24.  5. 
Noznbred,^^.  counted  in.  T.  iii.  1269. 
Noxnen,/^.  taken,  T.  v.  514 ;  put,  R.  408 ; 

Nome,  pp.  L.  822,  1018,  1777.     Pp.  of 

nimen. 
Nones,  for  the,  for  the  nonce,  for  the 

occasion,  for  this  occasion,  A  379,  523, 

545,  879 ;  on  the  spur  of  the  moment, 

T.  i.  561 ;  for  the  time,  T.  ii.  1381 ;  With 

the  nones,  on  the  condition,  HF.  2099, 

L    1540.    Originally  for  then  anes,  for 

the  once ;  where  then  is  the  dat.  of  the 

def.  article  (A.  S.  Ham). 
Nonne,  s.  nun.  A  118;  Nonnes  Freest, 

Nun's  Priest,  B  4637. 
Nonnerye,  s.  nunnery,  A  3946. 
Noon,  none,  no,  A  318,  449 ;  or  noon,  or 

nut.  or  no,  D  2069. 
Noot,  ipr.  s.  know  not,  L.  2660;  Not,  L. 

193 ;  Nost,  knowest  not,  3. 1137 ;  Nostow, 

thou  knowest  not,  HF.  lozo;  Noot,/r.  j. 

knows  not,  C  28i4;  Not,  4.  214.    A.  S. 

nat. 
Norice,  s.  nurse,  B  4305. 
Norice,  v.  nourish,  foment,  B  2204;  pp. 

brought  up,  £  399. 
Norissingr,  s.  nutriment,  A  437 ;  growth, 

A  3017;    Nohshinge,    bringing    up,    £ 

1040;  //.    refections,     B    4.    p   6.    38; 

sustenance,  B  i.  p  6.  93  {iJad./omUem), 
Noritiire,  s.  nourishment,  T.  iv.  768. 
Nortelrye,  s.  education,  A  3967. 
Northren,  northern,  A  1987. 
Norture,  s.  instruction,  good  manners, 

R.  179. 
Nory,  s.    pupil    (lit  foster-child),  B  3. 

p  XX.  233;  Norry,  B  i.  p  3.  14. 
Nose-thlrles,  pi.  nostrils,  A  557, 1  909. 
Noskinnes,  /or  Noneskinnes,  of  no  kind, 

HF.  X794.    From  noms,  gen.  of  noon, 

none ;  and  kinnes,  gen.  of  kin. 
Nost,  Nostow,  Not ;  see  Noot. 
Not  but,  only,  4.  121 ;  T.  iii.  X636. 
Nota,  i.  e.  observe,  A.  ii.  26.  33. 
Notabllitee,  s.  notable  fact,  B  4399. 
Not&ble,  adj.  notorious,  rcmaikable,  B 

1875. 
Notaries,  s.  pi.  scribes,  I  797. 

Note,  J.  ( I ) ,  note  (in  music) .  A  235,  B  1737 ; 

musical  note,  peal,  HF.  1720;  tune,  5. 

677;  by  n.,  according  to  musical  notes, 

by  note,  R.  669;  in  concord,  all  at  once, 

T.  iv.  585. 
Note,  s.  (2).  employment,  business,  task, 

job,  A  4068.    A.  S.  notu. 
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Noteful,  adj.  useful,  A.  pr.  120. 
Notemugr©,  s.  nutmeg,  B  1953. 
Notes,  s.tl.  nuts,  R.  1360. 
Not-heed,  s.  crop-head,  a  head  with  hair 

cropped  short,  A  109. 
Nother,  neither, 7. 253 ;  neither  (of them), 

L.  IQ2. 

Nothings,  adv.  in  no  respect,  in  no  degree, 
not  at  all,  A  2505;  for  n.,  by  no  means, 
D  1121. 

Notiflcacions,//.  hints,  B  5.  m  3.  23. 

Notifle,  /r.  //.  indicate,  I  430;  /p.  pro- 
claimed, B  256. 

NouchlB,  s.  pi.  jewelled  ornaments,  jewels 
(prop>erly,  setting  for  jewels),  clasps, 
HF.  1350;  Nowches,  E  382,    it.  ouch. 

Nought,  adv.  not,  T.  ii.  575,  673 ;  not  at 
all,  3.  3;  B2262. 

Noumbre,  s.  number,  3.  440. 

Noumbre,  v.  number,  3. 439 ;  pp.  counted 
in,  T.  iii.  1269. 

Noun-certeyn,  s.  uncertainty,  18.  46 ;  T. 

i.  337. 
Noun-power,  s.  impotence,  B  3.  p  5. 22. 
Nouthe,  now,  T.  i.  985;   as  nouthe,  at 

present,  A  462. 
Novelrye,  s.  novelty,  T.  ii.  756. 
Now,  adv.  now,  A  715 ;  /or  now,  for  the 

present,  7.  343 ;  noiv  and  now,  from  time 

to  time,  occasionally,  F  430. 
Nowches ;  see  Nouchis. 
Noyous,  adj.  troublesome,  HF.  574.  Short 

for  anoyous. 
Ny,  adj.  near,  B  2562  ;  Nye,  d^f.  the  one 

who  IS  near,  A  3392. 
Ny,  adv.  nigh,  nearly,  B  2735;  as  ny  as, 

as  close  to,  A  588  ;  wel  ny,  almost,  A 

1330. 
Ny./r/"/.  nigh,  B  550. 
Nyce,  adj.  foolish,  B  3712,4505;  ignorant, 

R.  1257;  foolish,  weak,  B  1083,  G  493; 

ludicrous,  A  3855 ;  scrupulous,  A  398. 
Nycely,  adv.  foolishly,  T.  v.  11^2. 
Nycetee,  s.  folly,  G  463;  simplicity,  A 

4046;    foolish    behaviour,    pleasure,    D 

412;  scrupulousness,  T.  ii.  1288. 
Nye ;  see  Ny. 
Nyfles,  pi.  mockeries,  pretences,  D  1760. 

Lit. '  sniffings ' ;  O.  F.  nif,er,  to  sniff. 

O. 

O  (66),  one,  A  304, 363 ;  a  single,  B  5.  p  6. 
158;  one  and  the  same,  T.  ii.  37;  one 
continuous  and  uniform,  HF.  zioo.  See 
Oon. 

Obeisant,  adj.  obedient,  £  66,  I  264. 

Obeisaunce,  s.  obedience,  £  24,  502; 


obedient  act,  E  230;  obedient  farewell, 
L.  2479;  in  your  o.,  in  obedience  to  you, 
2.  84 ;  unto  her  0.,  in  obedience  to  her, 
L.  587 ;  iJbeisaunces,  //.  acts  of  dutiful 
attention,  L.  149;  observances,  L.  1268. 

Obeisingr,  adj.  yielding,  L.  1266. 

Objecte,  adj.  presented,  B  5.  p  5.  5. 

Obligracioun.f.bond,  15.2;  Obligaciouns, 
pi.  sureties,  B  3018. 

ODUgre,  v.;  o.  to  you,  lay  an  obligation  on 
vou  (to  make  me),  T.  iv.  1414. 

obsequies,  pi.  funeral  rites,  A  993. 

Observaunce,j.  respect,  A 1045 ;  homage, 
7.  218 ;  observance,  L.  1608 ;  ceremony, 
T.  ii.  112;  heed,  I  747;  pi.  customary 
attentions,  F  956 ;  duties,  L.  150. 

Observe,  v.  favour,  B  1821 ;  pr,  s.  takes 
heed,  I  303. 

Occsifiloun,  s.  cause,  L.  994. 

Occident,  s.  west,  B  297. 

Occidentale,  adj.  western,  A.  i.  5.  9. 

Occupye,  v.  take  up,  F  64 ;  pr.  s.  follows 
close  upon,  T.  iv.  836 ;  dwells  in,  B  424 ; 
imp.  s.  hold  to,  B  4,  p  7.  103. 

Octogramye,  s.  marrying  eight  times,  D 

33. 

Ol^  prep,  of,  A  2,  &c. ;  by,  R.  1260;  con- 
cerning, about,  F  1179;  during,  B  510; 
for,  13.  19;  off,  from,  3.  964;  on  account 
of,  B  2208 ;  as  to,  as  regards,  in  respect 
of,  F  425 ;  as  to,  3.  966 ;  upon,  5.  555 ; 
over,  B  2947;  with,  A  2055;  some,  A 
146;  of  a  putpos,  on  purpose,  deliber- 
ately, 6  2273 ;  of  al  my  lif,  in  all  my  life. 
;.  484;  of  grace,  by  his  favour,  out  of 
lis  favour,  E  178 ;  fulfid  of^  filled  with, 
7.42. 

Of,  adv.  off,  away,  5.  494:  (come)  off.  T. 
iv.  1 106;  off,  A  2676;  com  of,  be  quick, 
have  done,  A  3728. 

Offensioun,  damage,  A  2416. 

Offertorie,  s.  offertory,  A  710. 

Office,  s.  office,  employment  of  a  secular 
character,  A  292 ;  employment,  B  3446 ; 
duty,  5.  236;  property,  D  1144;  place  oif 
office,  D  1577;  with  0.,  by  the  use  of 
(Lat.  officio),  B  i.  p  1.3;  houses  0/0., 
servants'  offices,  E  264. 

Of-newe,  adv.  newly,  again,  R.  1613; 
lately,  E  938. 

Of-showve,  V.  repel  (lit.  shove  oflf).  A 
3912. 

Oi-taken,  pp.  taken  away,  B  1855. 

Ofte,  cuij.  pi.  many ;  Ofte  sythes,  often- 
times, A  485;  Ofte  tyme,  often,  A  52; 
Tymes  ofte,  E  226, 

Ofter,  adv.  comp.  oftener,  £  215. 

Of  that,  conj.  because,  L.  815. 
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Of-thowed, //.  thawed  away,  HF.  1143. 

Oght,  s.  aught,  anything,  F  1469;  any- 
thing of  value,  G  1333 ;  as  adv.  ought, 
at  all,  B  1792. 

O^hte ;  see  Owen. 

Ok.e,  Okes;  see  Ook. 

Olifaunts,  s.  pi.  elephants,  B  3.  p  8.  29. 

Ollveres,  j.//.  olive-trees,  R.  1314;  olive- 
vards,  B  3226. 

Oiyve,  s.  olive-tree,  5.  181. 

Omelies,  s.pl.  homilies,  I  zo88. 

On,  prep,  on,  A  12 ;  in,  F  921 ;  at,  T.  iil 
32;  ot,  T.  iii.  z8;  as  regards,  E  1424; 
against,  T.  ii.  865;  towards,  4.  298; 
binding  on,  10.  43 ;  hir  on,  upon  her,  3. 
1217;  on  eve,  in  the  evening,  £  1214;  on 
teste,  at  rest,  F  379. 

On,  one ;  see  Oon. 

Onde,  s.  envy,  R.  148.    A.  S.  anda, 

Oneden,  //.  pL  united,  I  193 ;  pp.  united, 
complete,  D  1968. 

Ones,  adv.  once,  B  588 ;  united  in  design, 
C  696 ;  at  ones,  at  once,  A  765. 

On-lofte,  adv.  aloft,  up  in  the  air,  in  the 
sky.  5.  203,  683 ;  above  ground,  £  29^. 

On-ly ve,  adv.  alive,  F  932.    Lit. '  in  life.' 

Oo,  one ;  see  Oon. 

Ook,  s.  oak,  A  1702;  Oke,  dot.  3.  447; 
{collectively) ,  oaks,  R.  1384. 

Oon,  one,  R.  624;  always  the  same,  the 
same,  one  and  the  same,  B  2142;  united, 
agreed,  T.  ii.  1740;  alone,  unwedded,  D 
66 ;  the  same,  i.  e.  of  small  consequence, 
3.  1295;  the  same  thing,  alike,  F  537; 
oon  the  faireste,  one  of  the  &irest,  E 
212;  in  oon,  in  the  same  state,  un- 
changeably; ever  in  oon,  ever  alike, 
always  in  the  same  manner,  £  60a; 
continually,  D  209 ;  oon  cutd  oon,  one  by 
one,  A  679 ;  after  oon,  equally  good,  A 
341;  that  oon,  one  thing.  T.  iv.  1453; 
the  one.  C  666;  many  oon,  many  a  one, 
A  317,  E  775 ;  felle  at  oon,  came  to  one 
agreement,  T.  iii.  565 ;  many  on,  many 
a  one.  D  680;  everich  on,  every  one,  B 
1164 ;  Oo,  one,  G  207 ;  a  single,  R.  1236 ; 
one  and  the  same,  3.  1293. 

Ooned,  pp.  united,  B  4.  p  6.  81. 

Open-ers,  s.  fruit  of  the  medlar,  A  3871. 

Open-heeded,  with  head  uncovered,  D 

645- 
Opie,  s.  opium.  A  1472 ;  Opies,//.  opiates, 

L.  2^0. 
Opned,  pp.  opened,  T.  iii.  469. 
Opposen,  V.  oppose;  o.  me,  lay  to  my 

charge,  D  1597. 
Oppresse,  v.  suppress,  10.  60 ;  violate,  F 

141 1 ;  ger,  to  put  down,  G  4. 


OppresBloun,  s.  oppression,  wrong,  L. 
2592;  tyranny,  10.  19;  violation,  L. 
x868. 

Or,  conj.  ere,  G  314. 

Or,  prep,  before,  R.  864. 

Or,  conj.  or,  A  91,  &c ;  Or  . , .  or,  either 
...  or,  R.  261. 

Oratorle,  s.  closet  for  prayers,  A  1905. 

Ordal,  s.  ordeal,  T.  iii.  1046. 

Orde,  dat.  point,  L.  645.  A.  S.  ord.  And 
see  Word. 

Ordenee,  adj.  well-ordered,  B  4.  p  i.  46. 

Orden61y,  adv,  conformably,  in  order, 
B  4.  p  6.  313. 

Ordenonr,  s.  ruler,  B  3.  p  12.  102. 

Ordeyned,  pp.  provided,  A  2553;  ap- 
pointed. F  177;  prepared,  G  1277; 
ordered,  I  336;  (=  ordeynee),//.  regu- 
lated, T.  i.  892. 

Ordinaat,  adj.  orderly,  E  1284. 

Ordinatly,  adj.  methodically,  I  1045. 

Ordlnaunce,  s.  arrangement,  A  3012; 
provision,  B  250;  orderly  arrangement. 
A  2567 ;  consideration,  18.  38 ;  order,  B 
2303;   resolve,  B  2258;   command,  la 

Ordred,  pp.  as  adj.  ordained,  I  782. 
Ordure,  s.  filthiness,  I  841;  rubbish,  T. 

V.  385. 
Ore,  s.  grace;  tkyn  o.,  (I  pray  for)  thy 

grace,  A  3726.    A.  S.  or. 
Ore,  s.  ore  (of  metal),  D  1064.    A.  S.  or. 
Ores,  s.  pi.  oars,  L.  2308. 
Orft^ys,  s.  gold  embroidery,  gold  braid, 

fringe  with  golden  threads,  R.  462,  869, 

1076.    A.  F.  orfreis,  O.  F.  orfrois. 
Orspans,  s.pl. '  organs,'  the  old  equivalent 

of  organ.  G  134. 
OrfiTOn,  pi.  as  sing,  organ  (Lat.  organa) ,  B 

Orient,  s.  east,  A  1494. 

Oriental,  adj.  eastern ;  (hence)  of  supe- 
rior quality,  L.  221. 

Orlsonte,  s.  horizon,  T.  v.  276. 

Orlsoun,  s.  prayer,  A  2372. 

Orizon  rectum,  or  right  horizon,  A.  ii.  26. 
35.  This  means  the  horizon  of  any 
place  situate  on  the  equator,  which 
could  be  represented  by  a  straight  line 
upon  a  disc  of  the  astrolabe. 

Orlog'e,  s.  clock,  5.  350 ;  B  4044. 

Orphelln,  adj.  orphaned.  B  2.  p  3.  33. 

Orplment,  s.  orpiment.  G  739,  774,  823. 
•  Orpiment,  trisulphide  of  arsenic ' ; 
Webster. 

Oruscupum,  \.  e.  horoscope,  A.  ii.  3.  rubric, 

Osanne,  i.  e.  Hosannah,  B  642. 

Ost,  s.  host,  army,  L.  1906. 
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Ostelments,  s.  pi.  furniture,  household 
goods,  B  2.  p  5.  135.  (L.  supellectilis). 
Cf.  F.  outii. 

Ostesse,  s.  hostess,  B  4.  m  3.  23. 

Otes,  J.  pi.  (of)  oats,  D  1963. 

Other,  ddj.  second,  R.  953, 976 ;  the  other, 
A  427 ;  what  o.,  what  else,  T.  i.  799 ; 
that  0.,  the  other,  F  496;  Other,  pi. 
others.  R.  1304;  Othere,  pi.  other,  A 
794  ;  others,  HF.  215 1 ;  gen.  pi.  others', 
HF.  2153;  Otheres,  gen.  sing,  each 
other's  (lit.  of  the  other),  C  476. 

Other,  conj.  or.  3.  810;  Other  ...  or, 
either  ...  or,  G  1149. 

Other-whyle,  adv.  sometimes,  B  2.  p  i. 
120. 

Ouche,  s.  nouch,  clasp,  D  743.  See  Nou- 
chis. 

Ougrht,  s.  anything,  3.  459 ;  as  adv.  at  all, 
I",  ii.  268 ;  in  ought  that,  in  as  far  as,  T. 
iii.  1241. 

Ougrhtestow,  oughtest  thou,  L.  1957. 

Oule,  s.  owl,  D  1081. 

Oules,  pi.  awls;  spiked  irons  for  tor- 
menting men,  D  1730.    A.  S.  awel. 

Ounces,  //.  small  portions,  A  677 ;  ounces, 
G  756. 

Ounded,  pp.  wavy,  T.  iv.  736. 

Oundingre,  s.  adornment  with  waved 
lines.  I  417. 

Oundy.  adj.  wavy,  HF.  1386.    F.  ondi. 

Out,  adv.  out,  A  45,  &c. ;  used  for  come 
out.  HF.  2139;  go  out,  T.  iv.  210;  full^, 
T.  iii.  417 ;  mordre  wil  out,  murder  will 
out,  B  1766;  Out  and  out,  entirely,  T.  ii. 

^739- 

Out,  intery.  alas  I  A  3825 ;  Out  I  harrow  1 

B  4570. 
Out  of,  prep,  without,  C  157 ;  out  of,  A 

452. 
Out-breke,  v.  break  out,  break  silence, 

2.  12. 
Out-breste,  v.  burst  out,  T.  iv.  237. 
Out-bringre,  v.  utter,  L.  1835. 
Outcast,  pp.  cast  out.  T.  v.  615. 
Out-caugrhte,  //.  s.  drew  out,  B  1861. 
Out-drawe,  pp.  drawn  out,  T.  iv.  1226. 
Oute,   adv.  away,  T.  v.  553;    out,  i.  e. 

uttered.  D  977. 
Outen.  v.  put  out,  utter,  exhibit,  G  834; 

utter,  E  2438 ;  Oute,  i  pr.  s.  utter,  oner, 

D  521.     A.  S.  atian. 
Outereste,  adj.  super/,   uttermost,    far- 

th«'st.  B  2.  m  6. 17. 
Outerly,  adv.  utterly,  entirely,  E  335. 
Outfleyinge,  j.  flying  out,  HF.  1523. 
Out-hees,  s,  outcry,  hue  and  cry,  alarm, 

A  2012. 


Outher,  conJ.  either,  R.  250. 
Outherwhyle,  adv.  sometimes,  B  2733, 

2857. 
Outlandish,  adj.  foreign,  9.  2a. 

Outragre,  s.  excess  {luxu)^  B  2.  m  5.  5; 
cruelty,  injustice,  A  2012. 

Outragreous,  adj.  excessive,  B  2180;  im- 
moderate, I  743;  violent,  rampant,  R, 
174 ;  excessively  bold,  R.  1257. 

Outragreously,  adv.  excessively,  A  3998. 

Outrance,  s.  great  hurt,  excessive  injury, 
24.  26. 

Outraye,  v.  lose  temper,  E  643.  O.  F. 
outreer,  to  surpass. 

Outrely,  adj.  utterly,  B4419;  entirely,  B 
2943.  3072 ;  decidedly,  B  2210. 

Out-ringre,  v.  ring  out,  T.  iii.  1237. 

Out-rood,  //.  s.  rode  out,  T.  v.  604. 

Out-rydere,  j.  rider  abroad,  A  166.  The 
name  of  a  monk  who  rode  to  inspect 
granges,  &c. 

Out-sprlngre,  v.  come  to  light,  T.  i.  745 ; 
Out-sprong,  ^/.  s.  spread  abroad,  Cm. 

Out-sterte.^/.^/.  started  out,  B  4237. 

Out-straugrnte,  //.  s.  stretched  out,  R. 

Out-taken,  pp.  excepted,  B  277. 
Out-twyne,  2  pr.  pi.  twist  out,  utter,  12. 

II. 
Out-wende,  v.  proceed,  HF.  1645. 
Over,  prep,  above,  R.  1475;    beyond,  D 

1661 ;  besides,  F  137 ;   Over  hir  might, 

to  excess,  C  468. 
Over,  adj.  upper,  A  133 ;  Overcst,  superL 

uppermost,  A  290. 
Over-ed,  adv.  everywhere,  A  ai6,   249, 

1207 ;  in  all  directions,  T.  i.  928 ;  on  all 

sides,   D   264;    in   every  way,  E  2129; 

throughout,   E  1048;    Over  sd  and  al, 

beyond  every  other,  3.  1003. 
Over-blowe,  pp.  past,  L.  1287. 
Overcaste,  v.  overcast,  sadden,  A  1536. 
Overcomer,  s.  conqueror.  B  i.  m  2.  15. 
Overdoon,  pp.  carried  to  excess,  G  645. 
Over-grllt,  adj.  worked  over  with  gold, 

R.  873. 
Over-groon,  v.  pass  away,  T.  i.  846 ;  over- 
spread, B  2.  p  7.  42. 
Overkervetn,  pr,  s.  cuts  across,  crosses, 

A.  i.  21.  90. 
Overlap,  pp.  put  upon,  B  310X.    Lit.  led 

over. 
Overlade,  v.  overload,  L.  621. 
Overllgrht,  adj.  too  feeble,  B  4.  m  3.  34. 
Over-loked,  pp.  perused,  3.  232. 
Overly eth,  pr.  s.  lies  upon,  I  575. 
Over-passeth,  pr,  s.  surpasses,  B  5.  p  6w 

117. 
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O  ver-raufirhte,  pf.  s.  reached  over,  Aence, 
utijed  on,  T.  v.  1018. 

Over-Shake,  pp.  shaken  off.  5.  681. 

Overahote,  pp. ;  had  overshote  hem,  had 
«»\'or-i  un  the  scent,  3.  383. 

Over-skipte,  i  pt.  s.  skipped  over, 
omitted,  3.  I203. 

Oversloppe.  s.  upper-garmeni,  G  633. 
Cr.  Ict:l.  yfirsloppr,  an  upper  garment 
See  Sloppes. 

Oversprede,  v.  spread  over,  cover,  E 
1799 ;  Over-sprat,  pr.  s.  over-spreadeth, 
T.  ii.  767 ;  Overspradde,  //.  s,  covered, 
A  2871. 

Overspringre,  pr.  s.  subj.  overpass,  F 
1060. 

Overtake,  v.  overtake,  attain  to,  G  682; 
Overtook,  i  pt.  s.  caught  up,  3.  360. 

Overte.  ad/,  open,  HF.  718. 

Overthrowe,  v.  be  overturned,  be  ruined, 
HF.  1640. 

Over-throwlngre,  ad/,  overwhelming,  B 
I.  m  2.  2;  headlong  (Lat.  praecipiti), 
B  2.  m  7. 1 ;  headstrong  ( Lat.  pr^cipiti) , 
B  I.  m  6.  25 ;  revolving,  B  3.  m  12.  43. 

Overthrowinge,  s.  falling  down,  B  2755 ; 
p/.  destruction  (I-At.  ruinis),  B  2.  m  4. 17. 

Overthwart,  adv.  across,  A  1991;  op- 
posite, T.  iii.  685 ;  askance,  R.  292. 

Overtymeliche,  adv.  untimely,  B  i.  m 
I.  18. 

Over-whelveth,  pr.  s.  overturns,  turns 
over,  agitates,  B  2.  m  3. 17. 

0"wren,  v.  owe,  own,  possess;  Oweth, 
pr.  s.  owns,  possesses,  C  361;  Oweth, 
pr.  s.  rejl.  it  is  incumbent  (on  him), 
L.  360  a  \  Oghte,  1  pt.  s.  ought,  4.  216 ; 
Oughtestow,  2  //.  s.  oughtest  thou,  T. 
V.  545 ;  L.  1957 ;  Oghte,  pt.  s.  impers.  it 
were  necessary,  B  2188;  him  oghte,  he 
ought.  L.  377;  it  became  him,  B  1097; 
hir  oghte,  became  her,  E  1120;  us  oghte, 
it  behoved  us,  we  ought,  x.  119;  hem 
oghte,  they  ought,  G  1340;  us  oghte 
(subj.),  it  should  behove  us,  we  ought, 
E  1 150;  Oghte,  //.  s.  owed,  L.  589; 
ought,  A  505 ;  Owed,  pp.  due,  B  4.  p 
5.  18. 

Owene,  ad/,  def.  own,  C  834 :  myn  owene 
woman,  independent,  T.  ii.  750;  his 
ozvne  hand,  with  his  own  hand,  A  3624. 

Owh,  iiiterj.  alas,  B  i.  p  6.  25. 

Owher,  ady.  anywhere,  A  653. 

Oxe,  J.  ox, C  354 ;  Oxes, gen. L  207 ;  Oxen, 
pi.  A  887. 

Oxe-stalle,  s.  ox-stall,  E  398. 

Oynexnent,  s.  ointment,  unguent,  A  631. 

Oynons,  //.  onions,  A  634. 


P. 

Paas,  s.  pace,  step,  L.  284 ;  goon  a  paas, 
go  at  a  footpace,  C  866. 

Pace,  V.  pass,  go,  A  1602;  pass,  T.  i.  371 ; 
go  away,  15.  9 ;  pass  away,  A  175 ;  sur- 
pass, go  beyond,  T.  iii.  1272;  walk,  T.  v. 
1791;  overstep,  HF.  392;  come,  HF. 
720 ;  p.  of,  pass  over,  T.  ii.  1568 ;  of  this 
thing  to  p.,  to  pass  this  over  in  review, 
HF.  239;  to  pace  of,  to  pass  from,  B 
205;  \pr.  s.  pass  over  (it),  go  on,  HF. 
1355;  proceed,  go  on,  A  36;  i  pr.  s. 
subj.  depart,  F  494;  2  pr.  s.  subj.  go, 
D  911. 

Paillet,  s,  pallet,  T.  iii.  229. 

Paire,  s.  pair,  A  473;  set,  A  159;  as  pi. 
pairs,  5.  238.  {Pair,  in  the  sense  of 
'  set,'  is  applied  to  many  things  of  the 
same  kind  and  size.) 

Paisible,  adj.  peaceable,  9.  i. 

Palasye,  s.  palsy,  R.  1098. 

Pale,  s.  perpendicular  stripe,  HF.  1840. 

Palestral,  adj.  athletic,  pertaining  to 
wrestling,  T.  v.  304. 

PaJeth,  pr.  s,  renders  pale,  B  2.  m  3.  3. 

Paleys-,  or  Paleia-chaumbres,  pL 
palace-chambers,  9.  41. 

Paleys-Grardyn,  palace-garden,  T.  ii.  508. 

Paleys-ward,  to.  toward  the  palace,  T. 
ii.  X252. 

Paleys-yates,  //.  gates  of  the  palace, 
4.  82. 

Palingre,  s.  adorning  with  (heraldic) 
pales,  or  upright  stripes,  I  417. 

Palis,  s.  palisade,  stockade,  B  i.  p  6.  41 ; 
paling,  rampart,  B  i.  p  3.  86.  O.  F. 
palis,  paleis. 

Palled,  pp.  pale,  languid,  H  55. 

Pan,  s.  brain-pan,  skull,  A  1165. 

Panade,  s.  kind  of  knife,  A  3939,  396a 

Panier,  s.  pannier,  E  1568;  pi.  baskets 
for  bread,  HF.  1939. 

Panne,  s.  pan,  A  3944. 

Panter,  s.  bag-net  for  birds,  L.  131 ;  pi,- 
nets,  R.  1621.    O.  Y.pantiere. 

Papejay,  s.  popinjay,  B 15  w,  I957.  E  2332 ; 
applied  in  England  to  the  green  wood- 
pecker {Gecinus  virtdis). 

Paper,  s.  account-book,  A  4404. 

Paper-whyt,  adj.  white  as  paper,  L. 
1 198. 

Papinflray,  s.  popinjay,  R.  81.  See  Papa- 
Jay. 

Par  amour;  see  Paramour. 

Par  cas,  by  chance.  C  885. 

Par  companye,  for  compwiny,  A  3839,  4167. 

ParaxXys,  s.  paradise,  R.  443. 
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Par&gre,  s,  kindred,  birth,  D  350 ;  rank, 
D  1120. 

Paraments, //.  mantles,  splendid  cloth- 
ing, A  2501.    See  Parements. 

Paramour,  {ioi par  amour) ,  adv.  for  love, 
B  2033:  longingly,  B  1933;  with  devo- 
tion, A  1 155;  Paramours,  passionately, 
T.  V.  332;  A  2112 ;  with  excessive 
devotion,  L.  260  a ;  by  wav  of  passionate 
love,  T.  V.  158 ;  for  p.,  for  the  sake  of 
passion,  E 1450 ;  for  paramours,  for  love's 
sake.  A  3354. 

Paramour,  j.  (i)  concubine,  wench,  D 
454 ;  P^'  A  3756 ;  lovers,  paramours,  T. 
ii.  236;  Paramour  (2),  love-making,  A 

4372. 
Paraunter,  perhaps,  L.  362. 
Paraventure,  peradventure,  perhaps,  F 

955* 

Parcel,  s.  part.  F  852 ;  small  part,  2. 106. 

Parchemin,  s.  parchment,  B  5.  m  4.  14. 

Pardee,  {V.par  Dieu),  a  common  oatfi, 
'^  563,  3084 ;  Pardieux,  T.  i.  197. 

Pardoner,  j.  seller  of  indulgences,  A 
543.  C  318. 

Paregral,  adj.  fullv  equal,  T.  v.  840. 

Parements,  s.  pL  rich  hangings  or  orna- 
ments, (applied  to  a  chamber),  L.  1106; 
F  269.    See  Paramenia. 

Parentele,  s.  kinship.  I  908. 

Parfey,  by  my  feith,  in  faith,  HF.  938. 

Parflt,  adj.  perfect,  A  72,  422. 

Pfiu^tly,  adv.  perfectly,  R.  771;  wholly, 
B  238X. 

Parfoume,  v.  perform,  B  2402;  Par- 
fourne,  ger.  to  fulfil,  B  3137;  /.  up, 
complete,  D  2261. 

Parfoumlnere,  s.  performance,  I  807. 

Parisshens,  pi.  parishioners,  A  482. 

Parltorle,  s.  pellitory,  Parietaria  offici- 
nalis, G  581. 

Parlement,  s.  (i)  deliberation,  decision 
due  to  consultation,  A  1306;  (2)  par- 
liament, T.  iv.  143;  p,  of  Briddes, 
Parliament  of  Birds,  I  1086. 

Parodie,  s.  period,  duration,  T.  v.  1548. 
(A  curious  confusion  of  parddie  (so 
pronounced)  with  period.^ 

Parsoneres,  s.  pi.  partners,  partakers, 
B  5.  p  5.  IOI. 

Parten,  v.  share,  T.  i.  589;  ger.  To  p. 
with,  participate  in,  L.  465;  i  pr,  s. 
part,  depart.  T.  i.  5  ;  Parteth,  pr,  s. 
departs,  L.  359 ;  Parted,  pp.  dispersed, 
T.  i.  960;  gone  away,  taken  away,  L. 
mo. 

Parteners,  s.  pi.  partners,  partakers,  I 
968. 


Partinsr-felawes,  s.  pi.  fellow-partakers, 
I  637. 

Part-lea,  adj.  without  his  share,  B  4.  p  5. 
44. 

Partiich,  s.  partridge,  A  349. 

Party,  adv.  partly,  A  1053. 

Party e,  J.  portion,  A  3008;  partial  um- 
pire, taker  of  a  side,  A  2657 ;  portion, 
T.  ii.  394. 

Parvys,  s.  church-porch,  A  310. 

Pas,  s.  pace,  B  j^-,  step,  D  2162;  dis- 
tance. R.  525 ;  ^ot-pace,  A  825 ;  grade, 
degree,  4.  134 ;  grade,  I  532  ;  passage, 
B  2635 ;  a  pas,  at  a  footpace,  T.  ii.  637, 
V.  60 :  F  388 ;  pi.  paces,  yards,  A  1890 ; 
thousand  pas,  a  mile,  B  i.  p  4.  270. 

Passage,  s.  period,  R.  406. 

Passant,  pres.  pt.  as  adj.  surpassing,  A 
2107. 

Passen,  ger.  to  surpass,  exceed,  conquer, 
A  3089;  overcome,  L.  162;  outdo,  G 
857 ;  pr.  s.  passes  away,  F  404 ;  Paste, 
//.  s.  passed,  T.  ii.  658;  passeid  by,  T. 
ii*  398;  Passing,  pres.  pt.  surpassing, 
A  2885;  pp.  p>ast,  spent,  E  610;    stir- 

Easscd,  7.  82;  passed  by,  5.  81;  over- 
lown,  gone  off,  R.  1682. 
Passing,  adj.  excellent,  F  929;  extreme, 

£  1225. 
Passioxin,  s.  suffering,  B  1175;  passion, 

I.   162;   passive  feeling,  impression,   B 

5.  m  4.  52. 
Paatee,  s.  pasty,  A  ^346. 
Patrimoine,  s,  patrimony,  I  790. 
Patroun,  s.  patron,  4.  275;  protector,  7. 

4 ;  pattern.  3.  910. 
Pawmes,//.  palms  (of  the  band),  T.  iii. 

1 114. 
Paz,  s.  the  '  osculatorium,'  or  '  paxbrede,* 

a  disk  of  metal  or  other  substance,  used 

at  Mass  for  the  '  kiss  of  peace,'  I  407. 
Pay,  s.  pleasure,  5.  271 ;  more  to  pay,  so 

as  to  give  more  satisfaction,  5.  474. 
Paye,  v.  pay,  A  806;  //.  j.  A  539;  pp, 

satisfied,  pleased,  9.  3:  holde  her  payd, 

think  herself  satisfied,  3.  269. 
Pay  en,  adj.  pagan,  A  2370. 
Payens,  s.  pi.  pagans,  L.  786. 
Pasrndemayn,  s.  bread   of  a  peculiar 

whiteness,  B  1915.     Lat.  panis  Domini- 

cus. 
Payne,    s.    pain;  dide   his  payne,   took 

pains,  F.  730. 
Payre,  s.  a  pair,  R.  1386;  Paire,//.  pairs, 

R.  1698. 
Pece,  s.  piece,  5.  \^^\pL  pieces,  T.  i.  833. 
Peohes,  pi.  peaches,  R.  1374. 
,  Pecok,  s.  peacock,  5.  356. 
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Pecok-curwes,  fl.  arrows  with  peacocks' 

feathers,  A  104, 
Pecunial,  adj.  pecuniary,  D  13x4. 
Pees,  J.  peace,  A  532,   1447;   in  /.,  in 

silence,  B  228. 
Pees,  peace !  hush !  be  still  I  B  836. 
Pekke,  s.  peck  (quarter  of  a  bushel),  A 

4010. 
Pekke,  imp.  s.  peck,  pick,  B  4157. 
Pel,  s.  peel,  small  castle,  HF.  1310.    O.  F. 

pel;  from  Lat.  a.cc.p(Uum. 
Pelet,  s.  pellet,  stone  cannon-ball,  HF. 

1643- 
Penaunt,  s.  a  penitent,  one  who  does 

penance,  B  3154. 
Pencel  (i),  s.  pencil,  brush,  A  2049. 
Pencel  (2),  j.  small  banner,  sleeve  worn 

as  a  token,  T.  v.  1043.   Short  loipenoncel. 
P^nible,  a<(^'.  painstaking,  B  3490;  Penl- 

ble,  careful  to  please,  E  714;   Penyble, 

inured,  D  1846. 
Penitauncer,  s.  confessor  who  assigns  a 

penance,  I  1008. 
Penitence,  s.  penance,  I  loi,  126. 
Penne,  s.  pen,  quill,  L.  2357. 
Penner,  s,  pen-case,  E  1879. 
Penoun,  s.  pennon,  ensign  or  small  flag 

borne  at  the  end  of  a  lance,  A  978. 
Pens ;  see  Peny. 
Peny,  s.  penny,  R.  451;  money,  A4119; 

Penyes,  pi.   pence,  R.   189;    Pens,  pi, 

pence,  C  376. 
Per  cos,  by  chance,  L.  1967. 
Per  consequens^  consequently,  D  2193. 
Peraventure,  adv.  perhaps,  HF.304;  C 

935' 
Percen,  v.  pierce,  B  2014 ;  pr,  s.  pierces 

with  his  gaze,  5.  331. 
Perche,  s.  perch  (for  birds  to  rest  on), 

A  2204 ;  wooden  bar,  R.  225 ;  a  horizon- 
tal rod,  A.  ii.  23.  44.     \jslX.  pertica. 
Percinere,  s. ;   for  pcrcinge  =  to  prevent 

any  piercing,  B  2052. 
Perdurable,    adj.    everlasting,    eternal, 

B  2699;  Perdurables,  a<(/.//.  everlasting, 

I  811. 
Perdurabletee,  s.  immortality,  B  a.  p  7. 

63.  103. 
Pere  js.  peer,  equal,  B  3244,  F  678. 
Peregrryn,  adj.  peregrine,  i.  e.  foreign, 

F  428. 
Pere-Jonette,  s.  a  kind   of  early-ripe 

pear,  A  3248. 
Peres,  pi.  pears,  R.  1375,  E  2331. 
Perflt,  adj.  complete,  A.  i.  18.  4. 
Perfltly,  adv.  perfectly,  A.  pr.  21. 
Perfoume,  ger.  to  perform,  B  2256;  be 

equivalent  to,  A.  ii.  zo.  16. 


Peril,  s.  B  2672 ;  in  p.  in  danger,  4.  108 ; 

upon  my  p.,  (I  say  it)  at  my  peril,  D 

561. 
Perisse,  v.  perish,  I  254. 
Perle,  j.  pearl,  L.  221. 
Perled,  pp.  fitted  with  pearl-like  drops, 

A  3251. 
Perr66,    s.    jewellery,    precious    stones, 

gems,  B  3495,  3550. 
Perrye,  s.  jewellery,  A  2936;  Perrie,  HF. 

« 1393. 

Pers,    adj,  of   Persian    dye,    light-blue, 

R.  67. 
Pers,  s.  stuff  of  a  sky-blue  colour,  A  439, 

617. 
Pers^veraiince,  s.  endurance,  T.  i.  44 ; 

constancy,  3.  1007. 
Persevere,  v,  continue,  D   148;  pr.  s, 

lasts,  C  407. 
Pers^vermsrOf  s.  perseverance,  G  117. 
Persly,  s.  parsley,  A  4350. 
Persdne,  s.  person,  figure,  T.  ii.  701; 

P6rsoun,  parson,  A  478. 
Pert,  adj.  forward,  frisky,  A  3950.    Short 

for  aperi. 
Pertlna>cie,  s.  pertinaciousness,  I  391. 
Pertinent,  adj.  fitting.  B  2204. 
Pertourbe,  j^er.  to  perturb,  T.  iv.  561. 
Perturbacioiui,  s.  trouble,  B  i.  p  i.  98. 
Perturbingre,  s.  perturbation,  D  3254. 
Pervenke,  s.  periwinkle,  R.  903;   Per- 

vinke,  R.  1432. 
Pesen,  pi.  peas,  L.  648. 
Pesible,  adj.  calm,  B  i.  p  c.  3. 
Pestilence,  s.  the  (great)  pestilence.  A 

442,  C  679 ;  curse,  B  4600,  D  1264. 
Peter,  interj.  by  St.  Peter,  B  1404,  G  665. 
Pe3me,  s.  pain  of  torture,  A  1133,  T.  i. 

674;    in   the  p.,  under  torture.  T.  iii. 

1502;  care,  F  509;  toil,  G  1398;  penalty. 

B  3041;    endeavour,  R.  765;   penance, 

B  2939 ;  upon  p.,  under  a  penalty,  E  586. 
Peyne,  v.  refi.  take  pains,  endeavour,  B 

4495;  put  (myself)  to  trouble,  HF.  246; 

Peyne,  i  pr.  s.  rejl.  take  pains,  C  330, 

395;   Peyned  hir,  ^/.  s.  ref,.  took  pains, 

A  139.  £  976;  Peyned  hem,//.  //.  refi. 

R.  107. 
Peynte,  v.  paint,  C  12;  colour  highly, 

HF.  246;  smear,  L.  875 ;  do  p.,  cause  to 

be  painted,  3.  259;  pt.  s.  F  560;  Peynted, 

pp.  painted,  L.  1029;  Peynt,//.  R.  248. 
PeyntOTir,  s.  painter,  T.  li.  104 1. 
Peynture,  s.  painting,  C  33. 
Peyre,  s.  pair,  A  2121 ;  a  set  (of  similar 

things),  D  1741. 
Peysible,  ad/,  tranquil,  B  3.  m  9.  51. 

( L.  tranquilla,) 
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Peytrel,  s.  poitrel,  breast-piece  of  a 
horse's  harness;  properly,  the  breast- 
plate of  a  horse  in  armour,  G  564 ;  p/. 
I  433.    A.  Y.peitrel^  IjaX.  pectorale. 

Phltonesses,  //.  pythonesses,  witches, 
HF.  1261. 

[Physices,  gen.  of  physics,  or  natural 
philosophy,  B  1189.     Lat.  physices,  gen.   1 
of  physice,  natural  philosophy.     (I  pro-   ' 
pose  this  reading.)] 

Plch,  s,  pitch,  A  3731.  I  854. 

Pie  tee,  s.  pity,  T.  iii.  1033,  v.  1598. 

Pietous,  adj.  piteous,  sad,  T.  iii.  1444; 
sorrowful,  1'  v.  451 ;  merciful,  F  20. 

Pigreres-nye  (lit.  pig's  eye),  a  dear  little 
thing,  A  3268. 

Pigrhte,//.  s.  refl.  pitched,  fell,  A  2689; 
//.  s.  subj.   should  pierce,  should   stab,   . 
I.  163  (but  this  is  almost  certainly  an   j 
error  \ox  prighU,  pt.  s.  subj.  oiprikke).       \ 

Piked,  i>/.  s.  stole,  L.  2467. 

Pikerei,  s.  a  young  pike  (fish),  E  1419. 

Pllche,  s.  a  warm  furred  outer  garment, 
20.  4. 

Pile,  ger.  to  pillage,  plunder,  I  769;  v. 
rob,  despoil,  D  1362. 

Piled,  pp.  deprived  of  hair,  very  thin, 
A  627 ;  bare,  bald  (lit.  peeled),  A  3935. 

Plleer,  s.  pillar,  HF.  1421. 

Pilled,  pp.  robbed,  L.  1262. 

Pilours,  pi.  robbers,  pillagers,  A  1007, 
1020. 

Pllwe,  s.  pillow,  R  2004. 

Pllwe-beer,  s.  pillow-case,  A  694. 

Piment,  s.  sweetened  wine,  A  3378. 

Pin,  s.  pin,  small  peg,  F  127,  316 ;  fasten- 
ing, brooch,  A  196;  thin  wire,  A.  ii. 
38.  8 ;  Hangeth  on  a  joly  pin,  is  merry, 
E  1516. 

Pinche,  V.  find  fault  (with),  pick  a  hole 
(in),  A  326;  Pinchest  at,  ipr.s.  blamest, 
10.  57 ;  pp.  closely  pleated,  A  151. 

Piper,  s.  as  adj.  suitable  for  pipes  or 
horns,  5,  178. 

Pissemyre,  s.  pismire,  ant,  D  1825. 

Pistel,  s.  epistle,  £  1154;  message,  sen- 
tence, D.  1021. 

Pit.  pp.  put  (Northern),  A  4088. 

Pltaunce,  s.  pittance,  A  224. 

Pltee,  s.  pity,  i.  68 ;  Pite  were,  it  would 
he  a  pity  (if).  3.  1266. 

Pith,  s.  strength,  R.  401 ;  D  475. 

Plt6us,  Pitous,  adj.  compassionate,  A 
143;  merciful,  C  226;  pitiful,  A  953; 
plaintive,  R.  89,  497;  mournful,  R, 
420;  piteous,  sad,  sorrowful,  A  955; 
pitiable,  B  3673 :  Pitouse,  /em,  full  of 
compassion,  L.  2582. 


Pltously,  adv.  piteously,  B  1059;  pitiably, 

B3729;  sadly,  A  1117. 
Place,    s.  place,    A    623;    manor-house 

(residence  of  a  chief  person  in  a  small 

town  or  village),  B  1910,  D  1768. 
Placebo,  vespers  of   the  dead,  so   called 

from   the  initial  word  of  the   antiphon 

to  the  first  psalm  of  the  office  (see  Ps. 

cxiv.  9  in  the  Vulgate  version),  I  617;  a 

song  of  flattery,  D  2075. 
Plagres,  s.  pi.  regions,  B  543 ;  quarters  of 

the  compass,  A.  i.  5.  12. 
Plain,  adj.:  see  Playn. 
Plsjie,  s.  plane-tree,  A  2fy22. 
Planed,  //.  s.  planed,  made  smooth,   D 

1758. 
Plante,  s.  slip,  cutting,  D  763;  piece  of 

cut  wood,  R.  929. 
Piastres,  s.  pi.  plasters,  F  636. 
Plat,  adj.  flat,  certain,  A   1845;    Platte, 

dat.  flat  (side  of  a  sword),  F  162,  164. 
Plat,  adv.  flat,  B  1865;  plainly,  B  886; 

fully,  T.  ii.  579. 
Plate,  s.  plate-armour,  9.  49;  stiff  iron 

defence    for  a    hauberk,   B    2055;    the 

'  sight '  on  the  '  rewle,'  A.  i.  13.  2. 
Plated,  //.  covered  with  metal  in  plates, 

HF.  1345. 
Platly,  adv.  flatly,  plainly,  T.  iii.  786,  881. 
Plaunte,  s.  plant,  F  1032. 
Plaunte,  imp.  s.  plant,  T.  i.  964, 
Playen  me,  v.  refi.  to  amuse  myself,  R. 

"3- 
Playingr,  s.  sport,  R.  112. 

Playn,    adj.  smooth,  even,  R.  860;     im 

short  and  pi.,  in  brief,  plain  terms,   E 

577 ;  Plain,  flat,  H  229. 
Playn,  s.  plain,  B  24. 
Plede.^^r.  to  dispute,  B  2559. 
Pleding",  s.  pleadmg,  3.  615. 
Pledoures,  //.  pleaders,  lawyers,  R.  198. 
Plee,  s.  plea,  5.  485;  pi.  suits,  5.  loi. 
Pleereres,  s.  pi.  pledges,  B  3018. 
Pleinedest,  2  //.  s.  didst  complain,  B  4. 

p.  4. 168. 
Plelnte,  s.  complaint,  lament,  B  66. 
Plen6re,  adj.  plenary,  full,  L.  1607. 
Plentee,  s.  plenitude,  fulness,  I    1080; 

abundance,  R.  1434. 
Plentevous,  adj.  plentiful,  A  344. 
Plentevously ,  adv.  plenteously,  B  2.  p  a. 

86. 
Plesaunce,  s.  pleasure,  C  219,  D  408; 

delight,  A  2409;  pleasant  thing,  3.  773 ; 

pleasure,  will,  A  1571 ;  kindness,  E  iiix ; 

pleasing  behaviour,  F  509 ;  pleasantness, 

L.  1373 ;  happiness,  L.  1150;  amusement, 

F  713 ;  will,  delight,  B  149. 


iSIoaeatial  Sntti. 


83 


Pleaauat,     adj.    pleasanl.     satiifaclory. 
'.//.  pleasing,  8711. 


Plesea,  v.  plei 
PlesiDKOB.  ad 
Pleaure,  i.  pit 
Plate. 


.  14&8. 


plead,  t 


Plowman,  i.  ploughman.  E  799. 
Plukke,  V.  pluck,  pull,  T.  iv.  1403, 
Plye,i-.ply,niould,E  1430;  bend,Eii69, 
Plyght,  pf.  plighled.  T.  iil.  783, 
PlFt,  s.  pliglit,  T.  ii.  71a,  1731 ;  cooilltion. 
B  1338;   posilion.  T.  \\.  74;    Pl/ie,  dal. 


PletlDffee,  fl.  Iiiw-suits.  B  3.  p  3, 67. 
Pley,  J.  play.spon.A  1135;  dalliance.4. 

17B :  jesting,   I   339 ;   delusion.  3.  64S ; 

pt.  gamn,  T.  V.  304;    plays,    0    558; 

funerul  games.  '1'.  v.  1490. 
Pleye,  v.  amuse  oneself.  B  3514.  3*66: 


pliehi,  33. 19; 


.  fold,   T.   ii.   iao4;   W.  1. 
lards  and  forwaids,  T.  jL 


773; 


0  [ 


900;  ft. 
npl 


433;  ;"■■;"■  f 

■d,  T.  1.  1013; 

.pp.  3. 618. 

It.  sport,  A  106 1. 


Ploylnge,  _ 

Pleyinge,  arf/  playful 

Pleyn  (i),  adj.  fiill,  A  2461;   complete, 

Playn  {a), adj.  plain,  clear,  L.  338 ;  honest, 

5.  518;    plam.  i.  «.  oprn.  A  987:  JJ  J. 

pbin  (fact),  A  1091 ;  //.  smooth.  ;.  18a. 
Pleyn  (1).  adv.  fiill,  T.  v.  iSiB ;  entirely, 

A3a7- 
Pleyn(a),aA;,plainly,A79o;  openly.  E 

637- 
Pleyne,  v,  complaiti,  latneni,   B   1067; 

rijl.  6.  50;  ti.  lo  whinny  (as  a.  horse),  7. 

157:  pi.  upon,  ciy  out  against,  L.  3535: 

1  p>:  !.  tnake  complaint.  L.  25";  fP- 

said  by  way  of  complaint.  L.  316  a. 
Pleynlng,  j.  complaining,  lamenting,  3, 

599- 
Pleynly,  adv.  plainly,  openly,  (or,  (ully). 

A  1733- 
Pleynte,  j.  plaint,  complaint,  3.  47;   PL 

if  Kynile,  Complaint  of  Nature,  5.  316. 


PllKhte  ii).fi.  1.  pi 

ii»:  pulled.  B  15;  pp.  piucKea.  lom, 
D  790.  The  infin.  would  be  pticcktK, 
v,iriant  oi plukkicH  or plutim. 

Pllghte  (3) ,  I  fr.  I.  plight,  pledge.  F  1337 ; 
rl.  s.  U  1466 ;  pp.  pledged,  C  70a. 

Plomet,  J.  plummet,  heavy  weight,  A.  ii, 

Plom-rewle.i.  plummet-rule,  A.  ii.  38. 19. 
Plouffb-bameyB,  i.  Iiarness  for  a  plough. 

i.  e.  parts  of  a  plough,  as  the  share  and 

coulter.  A  376a, 
Ploumes.  I.  pi.  plums,  R,  1375. 
Ploutigen,  gtr,  lo  plunge,  bathe,  B  3.  p 


697- 

PoepUsb.  popular,  T.  iv,  1677. 

Poeays,  1,  poetry.  T.  v.  1790, 

Polnuit.  adj.  poignant,  I  130,  131. 

PolDt,  Poynt,  I.  point,  A  114;  posilioi 
I  911 ;  IB  poml.  on  the  point  irf,  aboi 
to.  B  331,  910:  al  paint,  ready.  T.  i' 
1(138;  in  good  p..  in  good  case,  A  aoo 
/ra  p.  la  p.,  from  beginning  to  end,  I 
3652;  A /ar/.,  in  every  detail,  E  577. 

Point-devys ;  of  A.  with  great  neatnes! 
exactly,  carefully,  HF.  917;   A  3689.  . 


Poked,  fl.  1.  incited.  T.  iii.  ti6:  nudged, 

A  4169. 
PoketB,  i.pl.  little  bags.  G  808. 
PokkeB,  s.pl,  pocks,  pustules.  C  358. 
Pol  (i),  I- pole,  long  Slick;  Pole,!^;.!. 

Pol  (3).  I.  pole  (of  the  heavens) ,  A.  i.  14.9. 
Polax,  J.  pole-axe.  L.  64a. 
Polcat,  J.  polecat,  C  855. 
Policy e,  j.  public  business,  C  600. 
Pollax,  s.  pole-aie.  A  3544. 
Polut,//.  polluted,  B  I.  P4.  a8i. 
Polj?ve,  J.  pulley,  F  184. 
Pomel,  I.  round  pan,  top.  A  3689. 
Pomely,  adj.  marked  with  round  spots 

like  an  apple,  dappled,  A  616;  Pomely- 

gris,  dapple-gray,  G  559. 
PomgarnBtteB,  1.  pi.  pamegtniiHtes,  R. 
_  I35&- 

Pompe.  ).  pomp,  A  535. 
Pool,  f,  pole  {of  the  heavens).  A.  i.  18. ». 
Pope-Holy,  i.  e.  Hypocrisy,  R.  415. 
Popelote,  ].  poppet,  darling.  A  3254. 
Popot,  J.  puppet,  doll;  spoken  ironically. 

and  really  applied  to  a  corpuleul  person, 

Bi39i. 
Popinjay,  i.  popinjay,  R.  913. 
Popl6r,  J.  poplar-tree.  A  3931;   (collee- 


3.  48. 
Ploungy,  at 


)16r,  J.  poplar-tree.  A  ^ 
Tlvl  poplar-lrees.  R.  1385. 
iped.  pi.  1.  rejt.  tricked 


'3- 9- 
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Poraille,  s.  poor  people,  A  247. 

Porche,  s.  Porch,  B  5.  m  4.  i. 

Pore,  adj.  poor,  L.  388. 

Porlsme,  s.  corollary,  B  3.  p  10. 166. 

Porphiirle,  s.  a  slab  of  poiphyry  used  as 

a  mortar,  G  775. 
Port  (i),  s.  port,  carriage,  behaviour,  A 

69 ;  bearing,  mien,  L.  2453. 
Port  (2),  s.  haven,  T.  i.  526,  969. 
Portatif ,  adj.  portable,  3.  53. 
Porthors,  s.  portesse,  breviary,  B  1321. 

From  porter,  to  carry,  hors,  abroad. 
Portours.  ph  porters,  T.  v.  1139. 
Portreiture,  s.  drawing,  picture,  R.  827 ; 

set  of  drawings,  A  1968 ;  picturing,  HF. 

131- 
Portreye,   v.   pourtray,   depict,   i.    81; 

Portrayed,  pp.  painted  in  fresco,  R.  140; 

full  of  pictures,  R.  1077. 
Portreying",  s.  a  picture,  A  1938. 
Pose,  s.  a  cold  in  the  head,  A  4152,  H  62. 

A.  ^.ge-pose. 
Pose,  I  pr.  s.  put  the  case,  (will)  suppose, 

A  1 162. 
Positif,  adj.  positive,  fixed,  A  1167. 
Positioun,    s.    supposition,    hypothesis, 

B  5.  p  4.  48. 
Possessioners,  s.  pi.  men  who  are  en- 
dowed, D  1722. 
PossessiouD,  s.  great  possessions,  wealth, 

F  686 ;  endowments,  D  1926. 
Posseth,  pr.  5.  pusheth,  tosseth,  L.  2420. 
Post,  s.  support,  A  214;  pillar,  A  800. 
Postum,  s.  imposthume,  abscess,  B3.  p  4. 

14. 
Pot&ire,  s.  broth,  B  3623,  C  368. 
Potente,  s.  crutch,  R.  368 ;  staff,  D  1776. 
Potestat,  J.  potentate,  D  2017. 
PothecArie,  5.  apothecary,  C  852. 
Pouche,   s.  pocket,  A  3931 ;  //.  money- 
bags, A  368. 
Poudre,  s.  dust,  HF.  536 ;  powder,  G  760 ; 

gunpowder,  HF.  1644. 
Poudred,  pp.  besprinkled,  R.  1436. 
Poudre-marchaunt,  j.  the  name  of  a 

kind  of  spice,  A  381. 
Pounagre,  s.  pannage,  swine's  food,  9.  7. 
Pound,  pi.  pounds,  A  454. 
Poune,  5.  pawn  at  chess,  3.  661. 
Pounsoned,  pp.  as  adj.  stamped,  pierced, 

I  421. 
Pounsoningre,  j.  punching  of  holes  in 

garments,  I  418. 
Pouped,  pt.  pi.  blew  hard,  puffed,  B  4589 ; 

pp.  blown,  H  90. 
Poure,^^r.  to  pore,  look  closely,  A  185; 

to  pore  over  (it),  R.  1640;  ipr.pl.  (we) 

pore,  gaze  steadily,  G  670. 


Poured,  pp.  poured,  R.  1148. 
Pourlngr,  J.  pouring  (in) ,  T.  iii.  1460. 
Pous,  s.  pulse,  T.  iii.  1114. 
Poustee,  s.  power,  B  4.  p  5. 13. 
Povertee,  s.  poverty,  3.  410 ;  Pov^rte,  /. 

poverty,  T.   iv.   1520;    P6vert,  poverty, 

R.  450 ;  Pov6rt,  C  441. 
Povre,  adj.  poor,  R.  466,  A  225. 
Povre,  adj.  as  s.  poor,  Aence  poverty,  10. 2. 
Povre,  adv.  poorly,  E  1043. 
Povreliche,  adj.  poorly,  in  poverty,  E  213. 

1055- 
Povrely,  adv.  in  poor  array,  A  14 12. 

Povrest,  adj.  super  I.  poorest,  C  449.  E  205. 

Poynaunt,  adj.  pungent,  A  352,  B  4024.' 

Poynt,  s.  sharp  point,  7.  211 ;  very  object, 
aim,  A  1501;  point,  bit  (of  it),  part,  R. 
1236;  a  stop,  G  1480;  up  /.,  on  the 
point,  T.  iv.  1153;  in  p,  is,  is  on  the 
point,  is  ready,  i.  48 ;  /ro  p.  to  p.,  in 
every  point,  5.  461 ;  to  the  p.,  to  the 
poin^  5*  372;  (^t  P'  devys,  exact  at  all 
points,  R.  830 ;  to  perfection,  exquisitely, 
R.  1215 ;  pi.  tags,  A  3322. 

Poynte,  ger.  to  describe,  T.  iii.  497 ;  pr, 
pi.  stab,  R.  1058;  pp.  pointed,  R.  944. 

Poyntel,  j.  style  for  writing,  D  174a. 

PrarCtisour,  j.  practitioner,  A  4^. 

Praktike,  s.  practice,  D  187. 

Praye,  s.  prey,  i.  64. 

Praye,  pr.  pi.  petition,  make  suit,  I  785. 

Praying,  s.  request,  prayer,  R.  1484. 

Preamble,  s.  D  831. 

Preambulacioun,  s.  preambling,  D  837. 

Precedent,  adj.  preceding,  A.  ii.  32.  4. 

Preche,  v.  preach,  A  481,  712;  Preche- 
stow,  thou  preachest,  D  366. 

Prechour,  s.  preacher,  D  165. 

Preciousness,  s.  costliness,  I  446. 

Predestlnee,  s.  predestination,  T.  iv.  966. 

PredicarCioun,  s.  preaching,  sermon,  B 
1 179. 

Preef,  s.  proof,  assertion,  D  247;  ex- 
perience. L.  528  a\  test,  proof,  G  968; 
the  test,  H  75. 

Prees,  s.  press,  crowd,  B  393,  646;  the 
throng  of  courtiers,  13. 4 ;  press  of  battle, 
9.  33 ;  '»  A-  '"  ^'^*-*  crowd,  5.  603. 

Preesseth,  pr.  s.  throngs,  A  2580. 

Prefectes,  gen.  prefect's,  G  369.  Lit. '  an 
oftic«'r  of  the  prefect's  (officers).' 

Preferre,  pr.  s.  subj.  precede,  take  pre- 
cedence of,  D  96. 

Preigrnant,  pres.  pt.  plain,  convincing, 
T.  iv.  1 179. 

Prelsen,  ^<^^/-.  to  praise,  (worthy)  of  being 
praised,  R.  70;  v.  appraise,  estimate,  R, 
1 1 15 ;  prize,  esteem,  R.  1693. 


®Io00ariaI  hiOa. 
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Preiseres,  s.  pi.  praisers,  B  2367. 

Preisingre,  s.  honour,  glory,  I  949. 

Prel&t,  s.  prelate,  A  204. 

Premisses,  //.  statements  laid  down, 
B  3.  p  10.  121. 

Prenostik,  s.  prognostic,  prognostication, 
10.  54. 

Prente,  s.  print,  D  604. 

Prenten.  J^^r.  to  imprint,  T.  iL  900. 

Pr6ntis,  s.  apprentice,  A  4365. 

Prentishood,  s.  apprenticeship,  A  4400. 

Prescience,  s.  foreknowledge,  A  1313. 

Prese,  j^er.  to  press  forward,  T.  i.  446; 
V.  hasten,  2.  19. 

Presence,  s.  i.  19;  in  pr.,  in  a  large 
assembly,  E  1207. 

Present,  adv.  immediately,  5.  424. 

Presenteuie,  ad/,  ever-present,  B  5.p  6.78. 

Presented,  pp.  brought,  L.  1297. 

Presenting,  s.  offering,  L.  1135. 

Presently,  adv.  at  the  present  moment, 
B  5.  p  6.  Z23. 

President,  s.  the  one  who  presided  in 
parliament,  T.  iv.  213. 

Pre86un,  s.  prison,  T.  iii.  380. 

Press,  s.  throng,  T.  i.  173;  Presse,  dot. 
instrument  exercising  pressure,  A  81 ; 
mould,  A  263 ;  on  presse,  under  a  press, 
in  a  suppressed  state,  down,  T.  i.  559; 
press,  a  cupboard  with  shelves  (for  linen, 
&c.).  A  3212. 

Prest,  s.  priest,  B  1166. 

Prest,  adj.  ready,  prepared,  prompt,  5. 
307  ;  pi.  prompt,  T.  iv.  66i. 

Pretende,  v.  attempt  to  reach,  seek 
(after),  T.  iv.  922. 

Preterit,  s.  past  time,  D  5.  p  6.  48. 

Pretorie,  s.  the  Roman  imperial  body- 
guard, the  Pretorian  cohort,  B  i.  p  4.  94. 

Preve,  j.  proof,  B  4173;  experimental 
proof,  A.  li.  23  rubric:  at  p.,  (when  it 
comes)  to  the  proof,  T.  iii.  1002;  a//., 
in  the  proof,  T.  iv.  1659 ;  armes  preve, 
proof  of  fighting  power,  T.  i.  470. 

Preve,  v.  prove,  C  169;  bide  the  test, 
G  645;  succeed  when  tested,  G  1212; 
Preved,  pp.  proved  to  be  so,  T.  i.  239; 
tested.  G  1336;  approved,  E  28;  ex- 
emplified, E  826;  shewn,  F  481. 

Preve  tee,  s,  secret  place,  recess,  T.  iv. 
mi. 

Prevey,  adj.  secret,  B  4.  p  3. 122. 

Previdence,  j.  seeing  beforehand,  B  5. 
p6.  131. 

Pre vy .  adj.  privy,  unobserved,  3.  382 ;  not 
confidential,  HF.  285. 

Pre  ye,  ger.  to  beseech,  T.  ii.  1369;  to 
pray,    2.     20;    Preyde,  pt,    s.    B    391; 


Preyeden,  //.  //.  D  895 ;  Preyed,  pp.  E 

^773- 

Preys,  s.  praise,  B  3837. 

Pricasour,  s.  a  hard  rider,  A  189. 

Prigrhte,  pt.  s.  pricked,  F  418  {inferior 
MSS.  have  pighte).  No  doubt,  the 
reading  pighte  in  i.  163  should  also  be 
prighte.    See  Priken. 

Priken,  v.  incite,  urge,  T.  iv.  633;  Prik, 
1  pr.  s.  spur,  rouse,  5.  389;  Pnketh,/r. 
s.  excites,  A  11,  1043;  spurs,  D  656; 
pricks,  aches,  D  1594;  Prighte,  //.  s. 
F  418  (see  above) ;  Priked,//.  j.  spurred, 
B  1964. 

Prikingr,  /.  hard  riding,  A  191,  2599. 

Prikke,  j.  point,  HF.  907;  sting,  I  468; 
a  small  mark,  a  peg,  A.  ii.  42.  4 ;  a  dot, 
A.  ii.  5.  20;  piercing  stroke,  A  2606; 
point,  critical  condition,  B  119. 

Principeils,  adj.fl.  cardinal,  A.  ii.  31.  17. 

Principio  in,  in  the  beginning  (St.  John, 
i.  i),  A  254. 

Pris,  5.  prize,  A  2241. 

Privee,  adj.  secret,  A  3295;  private, 
I  102;  intimate,  R.  600;  closely  atten- 
dant, E  192;  privee  man,  private  in- 
dividual, B  2.  p  3.  77. 

Privee,  adv.  secretly,  F  531 ;  Privee  and 
apert,  secretly  and  openly,  D  11 14;  pr, 
ne  ap.,  neither  secretly  nor  openly,  D 1136. 

Privee,  s.  privy,  C  527,  E  1954. 

Prively,  adv.  secretly,  A  652;  imper- 
ceived,  R.  784. 

Privetee,  s.  privacy,  R.  1294;  secrecy, 
B  548 :  secrets,  secret,  D  531.  542,  1637 ; 
private  affairs,  A  141 1;  private  apart- 
ment, A  4334 ;  privy  parts,  B  3905. 

Privy,  adj.  secret,  L.  1267,  1780. 

Proces,  s.  process,  B  2665;  proceeding, 
F  1345;  process  of  time,  F  829;  argu- 
ment, B  3.  p  10.  62 ;  matter,  T.  ii.  485 ; 
L.  1914;  story,  HF.  251;  occurrence  of 
events,  B  3511 ;  dot.  course  (of  time),  3. 

133 1. 
Procutour,  used  for  Procurator,  proctor, 

D  1596. 
Proeve,  s.  proof,  B  5.  p  4.  8^. 
Proeve,  i  pr.  s.  approve,  B  5.  p  3.  28; 

pr.  s.  shews,  B  2.  m  i.  17. 
Professioiin,  s.  profession  of  religion, 

D  1925;  oath  of  profession  (as  a  monk), 

B  1345. 
Proferestow,  dost  thou  offer,  T.  iii.  1461. 
Profre,  s.  offer,  L.  2079. 
Protaeme,  s.  proem,  prologue,  E  43. 
Prolaciouns,  s.pt.  utterances,  B  2.  p  i.  50. 
ProUe,    2  pr.  p/.  prowl   about,   search 

widely,  G  1412. 
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Pronounced,  pp.  announced,  T.  iv.  213. 

Proporcionables,  adj,pl.  proportional, 
B  3.  m  9.  20. 

Proporcioned,  pp,  made  in  proportion, 
K  192. 

Proporcionels,  j.  //.  proportional  parts, 
F  1278. 

Propre,  adj,  own,  T.  iv.  83;  especial,  B 
2175;  peculiar,  D  103;  well-grown,  A 
3972 ;  well-made,  A  3345 ;  comely,  A  4368 ; 
handsome,  C  309 ;  Fropres,  //.  own,  B 
I.  m  6.  ao;  of  propre  kinde,  by  their  own 
natural  bent,  F  610. 

Proprely,  adv.  fitly,  A  1549;  literally,  I 
285;  naturally,  D  1x91;  appropriately, 
A  729. 

Propretee,  s.  peculiarity,  10.  69 ;  charac- 
teristic, B  2364;  peculiar  possession,  T. 
iv.  392. 

Prose,  V.  write  in  prose,  16. 41. 

Prospecty ves,  s.  pi.  perspective-glasses, 
lenses,  F  234.  Chaucer  here  makes  the 
usual  distinction  between  reflecting  mir- 
rors and  refracting  lenses. 

Prospre,  adj.  prosperous;  prospre  for- 
tunes, well-being,  B  i.  p  4.  62. 

Protestaciotin,  s.  protest,  A  3137. 

Prove,  V.  test,  A.  ii.  23.  rubric ;  Proveth, 
pr.  J.  proves,  F  455. 

Prov6rbed,  >>^.  said  in  proverbs,  T.  iii. 

293- 
Provost,  J.  prefect,  B  i.  p  4.  64;  chief 

magistrate,  B  1806. 

Provostrie,  s.  praetorship,  B  3.  p  4.  90. 

Prow,  5.  profit,  advantage,  B  1598,  4140, 
C  300,  G  609. 

Prow^esse,  s.  prowess,  T.  i.  438 ;  excel- 
lence, D  1129;  profit,  B  4.  p  3.  71. 

Proyneth,  pr.  s.  prunes,  i.  e.  trims,  makes 
(himself)  neat,  E  2011.    O.Y.proigTter, 

Prydelees,  adj.  without  pride,  6.  29. 

Prye,  ^er.  to  pry  jpeer,  T.  ii.  404 ;  to  gaze, 
A  3458 ;  V.  spy,  T.  ii.  17 10. 

Pryme,  s,  prime  (of  day),  usually  9  A.M., 
A  2189,  2576,  3554 ;  fully  pr.,  the  end  of 
the  first  period  of  the  day  (from  6  A.M. 
to  9  A.M.),  B  2015 ;  pr. large, Y^&\.  90'clock, 
F  360 ;  passed  pr.,  past  9  o'clock,  D  1476 ; 
half  way  prvme,  half  way  between  6  and 
9  A.M.,  hal^past  seven,  A  3906. 

Pryme  face,  s.  the  first  glance.  T.  iii.  919. 

Prymerole,  s.  primrose,  A  3268. 

Prys,  s.  price,  value,  R.  1134:  worth,  ex- 
cellence, F  911;  praise,  E  1026;  esteem, 
F  934:  glory,  L.  2534;  reputation,  D 
1 152:  renown,  A  67,  237:  prize,  I  355. 

Pryse,  i^er.  to  esteem,  to  be  esteemed,  R. 
887. 


Pry  ved,  pp.  deprived,  exiled,  i.  146. 
Pryvee,  adj.  secret,  A  2460. 
Puff  en,  ger.  to  blow  hard.  HF.  1866. 
Pulle,  5.  a  bout  at  wrestling,   a  throw. 

5.  104. 
Pulle,  V.  pluck,  T.  i.  210;  to  draw,  T.  ii. 

^57 ".  /«'/?  a  finche,  pluck  a  finch,  cheat 

a  novice,  A  652;  a  pulled  hen^  a  plucked 

hen,  A  177. 
Pultrye,  s.  poultry.  A  598. 
Puplisshen,  pr.pl.  re/,,  are  propagated, 

B3.  p  II.  135. 
Purcnacen,  ger.  to  procure,  acquire,  I 

742,  1066;  gain,   I   1080;   win,   21.    19; 

buy,  A  608;  pr.  pi.  promote,  B  2870; 

imp.  s.  3  /.  may  (He)  provide,  B  873; 

Purchace,  imp.pl.  provide  (for yourself). 

T.  ii.  1 1 25. 
Purchas,  s.  proceeds,  gifts  acquired.  A 

256 ;  gain,  0-1451,  153a 
Purchasing',  s.    conveyancing,  A  320: 

acquisition  of  property,  D  1449. 
Purchasour,  s,  conveyancer,  A  318. 
Pure,  adj.  stry  (lit.  pure),  A  1279;  utter, 

3.  1209;  the  p.  deth,  death  itself,  3.  583. 
Pure,  adv.  purely,  3.  loio. 
Pured,  pp.  as  adj.  pure,  F 1560 ;  very  fine, 

D  143. 
Purffled,  pp.  ornamented  at  the  edge, 

trimmed,  A  193, 
Pureracloun,  s.  discharge,  D  lao. 
Purgren,  ger.  to  purge,  B  4143;  ft.   s. 

expiated,  B  4.  m  7.  4  (Lat.  piauit)  ;  pp, 

cleansed  (by  baptism),  G  181. 
Purpos,  s.  purpose,  R.  1140;   design,  A 

1684 ;  to  purpos,  to  the  subject,  5.  a6 ;  ii 

cam  him  top.,  he  purposed,  F  606. 
Pur];>osen,  v.  purpose,  I  87 ;  pr,  pi,  pro- 
pose, T.  iv.  1350. 
Purpre,  adj.  purple,  T.  iv.  869. 
Purpre,  s.  purple,  R.  1071 ;  purple  raiment, 

I  933- 
Purs,  s.  purse,  A  656. 

Purse vauntes,  s.  pi.  pursuivants,  HF. 
1321. 

Ptirsult,  s.  continuance,  perseverance, 
T.  ii.  959 ;  continuance  in  pursuit,  T.  iu 
1744 ;  appeal  to  prosecute,  D  890. 

Purtreye,  v.  draw,  A  96;  pt,  s.  E  1600. 

Purtreyour,  j.  draughtsman,  A  1899. 

Purveyable,  adj.  with  provident  care. 
B  3.  m  2.  5. 

Purveyaiince,  J.  providence,  A  1252.1665 ; 
foresight,  D  566,  570 ;  equipment,  B  247 ; 
provision,  A  3566,  F  904;  pre-arrange- 
ment,  T.  iii.  533;  unto  his  p.,  to  provide 
himself  with  necessaries,  L.  1561. 

Purvey  en,  v.  provide,  B  2532 ;  pr.  s,  fore- 
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sees,  T.  iv.  1066;  /.  0/,  provided  with, 

D591. 
Purveyingre,  s.  providence,  T.  iv.  986. 
Put,  s.  pit,  T.  iv.  1540. 
Puterie.  s.  prostitution,  I  886. 
Putoiirs,  s.  pi,  pimps,  procurers,  I  886. 
Putten,  V,  put,  lay,  7.  344 ;  v.  suppose,  B 

2667;  Put,  pr.  s.  puts.  I  142;    Put  him, 

puts  himself,  L.  652 ;  Putte,  pt.  s.  B  1630 ; 

set,  L.  675 ;  p.  up,  put  away,  2.  54. 
Pye,  s.  magpie,  A  3950,  B  1399. 
Pye,  s.  pie,  pasty,  A  384. 
Pyk,  J.  pike  (fish),  12.  17. 
Pyke,  V.  (1)  peep,  T.  iii.  60;  ^er.  (2)  to 

pick  at,  T.  ii.  1274;  pr.  s.  (3)  makes 

(himselQ  tidy  or  smooth,  E  2011. 
Pykepvirs,  s.  pick-purse,  A  1998. 
Pyled,  pp.  peeled,  bare,  bald,  A  4306. 
Pyn,  the  pin  which  passes  through  the 

central   hole  in  the  Astrolabe  and   its 

plates,  A.  i.  14.  i. 
Pyn,  s.  pine-tree,  R.  1379. 
Pyne,  s.  pain,  torment,  T.  v.  6;  hurt,  5. 

335;   toil,  HF.  147;   place  of  torment, 

HF.  1512;  suffering,  A  1324,  2382;  woe, 

torment,  B  3420;    the  passion,  B  2126. 

A.  S.  ptn. 
Pyne,  ^er.  to  torture,  A  1746 ;  pr,  s.  pines 

away,  7.  205;   grieves,  bemoans,  I  85; 

pp.  examined  by  torture,  B  4249. 
^yV^,  ^-  pipe,  musical  instrument,  B  2005 ; 

//.  pipes,  tubes,  A  27^2. 
Pypen,  v.  pipe,  whistie,  A  1838 ;  play  on 

the  bag-pipe,  A  3927;    Pype,  make  a 

piping  noise,  T.  v.  1433;  play  upon  a 

pipe,  A  3876;  pp.  faintly  uttered,  HF. 

78s :  pres.pt.  pipmg  (hot) ,  hissing,A  3379. 
Pyne,  s.  pear-tree,  E  2217,  2325.    A.  S. 

pyrige. 


QiiaAd,  adj.  evil  (Flemish),  A  4357; 
Quad.  bad.  B  1628.     Du.  kwaad, 

Quaille,  J.  quail,  E  1206. 

Quake,  v.  tremble,  shiver,  R.  462;  quake, 
A  3614 ;  shake,  T.  iii.  542 ;  Quook,  //.  s. 
quaked,  A  1576,  1762;  Quaked,  pp.  B 
^831 ;  Quaketh,  imp.  pi.  quake,  ffear,  T. 
li.  qo2. 

Quakingr,  s.  fear,  7.  214. 

Quakke,  i.  ?l  state  of  hoarseness,  A  4152. 

Qualm,  s.  pestilence,  A  2014 ;  evil,  plague, 
R.  357 ;  foreboding  of  death,  T.  v.  382. 

Quappe,  V.  heave,  toss  (lit.  shake,  pal- 
pitate), L.  1767;  beat  repeatedly,  L.865; 
palpitate,  T.  iii.  57. 

Quarter-nierbt.  the  time  when  a  fourth 
part  of  the  night  is  gone,  9  P.M.,  A  3516. 


Quayles,  gen.  pi.  quails,  5.  339. 

Queinte,  adj.  curious,  B  142^5. 

Quek  I  int.  quack  1  5.  499,  594. 

Quelle,  v.  kill,  C  854;  pr.pl.  strike,  T.  iv. 
46. 

Queme,  v.  please,  T.  695;  pr.  pi.  sub- 
serve. T.  ii.  803. 

Quenche,  v.  put  a  stop  to,  T.  iii.  846 ;  be 
quenched,  I  341;  Queynte,  pt.  s.  was 
quenched,  A  2334,  2337;  Queynt,//.  ex- 
tinguished, A  2321,  2336. 

Quene,  s.  queen,  R.  1266. 

Querele,  s.  quarrel,  I  618 ;  //.  complaints, 

B  3-  P  3-  67. 
Quern,  s.  hand-mill,  9.  6;  dat.  B  3264. 

Questemongeres.  s.pl.  questmen,  jury- 
men, I  797. 

Questio,  quid  iuris,  the  question  is,  how 
stands  the  law,  A  647. 

Questioun,  s.  dispute,  A  2514;  problem, 
D  2223. 

Queynt,  adj.  strange,  3.  1330;  curious, 
dainty,  R.  65;  adorned,  R.  1435;  well- 
devised,  HF.  228;  neat,  R.  98;  sly,  A 
3275;  curiously  contrived,  HF.  126;  F 
234 ;  hard  to  understand,  3.  531 ;  grace- 
ful, R.  610. 

Queynte,  adv.  artfully,  HF.  245. 

Queynte,  s.  pudendum,  A  3^,  D  332, 
444. 

Queynteliche,  adv.  curiously,  cunningly, 
HF.  1923;   daintily,  R.  569;   strangely, 

R.  783- 
Queyntise,  s.  finery,  I  932;  art,  I  733; 

ornament.  R.  840. 

Qui  cum  patre,  D  1734,  I  1092.  The  for- 
mula used  at  the  end  of  a  sermon. 

Qui  la,  who's  there?  B  1404. 

Quik,  adj.  alive,  F  1336;  lively,  A  306; 
ready,  I  658. 
I  Quiken,  v.  quicken,  revive,  T.  i.  443 ;  ger. 
to  grow,  T.  i.  295 ;  to  make  alive,  quicken, 
G  481 ;  ger.  to  take  life,  burst  forth,  HF. 
2078;  pt.  s.  burst  into  flame,  A  2335; 
pp.  endowed  with  life,  F  1050. 

Quikkest,  adj.  super  I.  liveliest,  busiest, 
F  1502. 

Quiknesse,  s.  life,  3.  26. 

Quinible,  s.  shrill  treble,  A  3332. 

Quirbollly,  s.  boiled  leather,  B  2065. 

Quisshln,  s.  cushion,  T.  ii.  1229. 

Quistroun,  s.  scullion,  kitchen-drudge, 
R.  886.     O.  F.  coistron. 

Quit,  -te;  sec  Quyte. 

Qultly,  adv.  freely,  wholly,  A  1792. 

Quod,  //.  s.  said,  A  1234. 

Quonlam,  pudendum,  D  608. 

Quook,  //.  s.  ^/ Quake. 
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Qu3rte,  V,  requite,  reward,  repay,  recom- 
pense, give  in  return,  R.  1542;  5.  112; 
10.  75;  HF.  670:  free,  ransom,  A  1032; 
^er.  to  remove,  free,  7.  263 ;  t/uyt^  with, 
to  requyte  with,  A  31 19;  hir  cost  /or 
to  guyte,  to  pay  for  her  expenses,  B 
^564;  guyte  hir  whyle,  repay  her  time, 
1.  e.  her  trouble,  B  584 ;  //.  s.  repaid,  R. 
1526 ;  //.  pi.  released,  T.  iv.  205 ;  Quit, 
pp.  rewarded,  requited,  HF.  1614;  set 
free,  G  66 ;  discharged,  quit,  F  1758 ;  as 
adj.  free,  F  1534. 

R. 

Raa,  s.  roe  (Northern),  A  4086. 

Raby,  Rabbi,  D  2187. 

Bad.  -de ;  sec  Bede. 

Badevore,  s.  piece  of  tapestry,  L.  2352. 

From   F.  ras  de    lore,  serge  from   La 

Vaur. 
Bafles,  J.  pi.  raffles.  I  793. 
Baft,  -e ;  see  Beve. 
Basre,  s.  passion,  R.  1613 ;  craving,  R.  1657 ; 

madness,  3.  731;  L.  599;   violent  grief, 

F  836;  violent  rush,  fierce  blast,  A  1985. 
Bagre,  v.  romp,  toy  wantonly,  A  257,  3273, 

3958. 
Bagrerye,  s,  wantonness,  E  1847 ;  passion, 

Baked,  pp.  raked,  B  3323.  Literally,  the 
sentence  is  —  'Amongst  hot  coals  he 
hath  raked  himself ;  the  sense  is,  of 
course, '  he  hath  raked  hot  coals  around 
himself.' 

Bakel,  adj.  rash,  T.  i.  1067;  hasty,  T.  iii. 

1437- 

Bakelnesse,  s.  rashness,  H  283. 

Bake-atele,  s.  handle  of  a  rake,  D  949. 
See  Stele. 

Baket,  s.  the  game  of  rackets,  T.  iv.  460. 

Bakle,  v.  behave  rashly,  T.  iii.  164a. 

Bam,  s.  ram,  L.  1427 ;  (as  prize  at  a  wrest- 
ling-match), A  548;  Aries,  the  first  sign 
in  the  zodiac.  A  8. 

Bammish,  adj.  ramlike,  strong-scented, 

(;  887. 

Bampeth,  pr.  s.  (lit.  ramps,  romps,  rears, 
but  here)  rages,  acts  with  violence,  B 
3004.  We  should  now  say  — '  She  Jiies 
in  mv  face.' 

Bancour,  s.  ill-feeling,  ill-will,  malice,  R. 
1261. 

Bansaked,  pt.  s.  ransacked,  came  search- 
ing out,  4.  28. 

Ba];>e,  s.  haste,  8.  7.    Icel.  hrap. 

Bape,  V. ;  in  phrase  rape  and  renne,  cor- 
rupted from  an  older  phrase  repen  and 
r'inen  (A.  S.  hrepian  and  hrinan),  i.  e. 


handle  and  touch,  clutch  and  seize,  G 

1422. 
Bascaille,  s.  mob,  T.  v.  1853. 
Bated.   //.  reproved,    scolded,  A  3463. 

Short  for  arated,  variant  of  aretted ;  see 

Arette. 
Bathe,  adv.  soon,  HF.  2139 ;  early,  A  3768. 
Bather,  adj.  comp.  former,  T.  iii.  1337. 
Bather,  adv.  sooner,  3.  562;    more  will- 
ingly, A  487 :  the  r.,  the  sooner,  2.  82. 
Bauerhte ;  see  Beche. 
Baunson,  s.  ransom,  A  1024. 
Bave,  2pr.  pi.  are  mad,  T.  ii.  116. 
Baven,  s.  the  constellation  Corvus,  HF. 

1004. 
Bavines,  s.  pi.  rapines,  thefts,  I  793. 
Bavinour,  j.  plunderer,  B  4.  p  3.  117. 
Bavisshe,  v.  snatch  away,  B  2.  m  7.  32; 

^o  r.,  go  and  ravish,  T.  iv.  530:  pp.  rapt, 

E   1750;    overjoyed,  F  547;  part,  pres, 

snatching  away,  B  4.  m  6.  39. 
Bavisshing',  adj.  swift,  violent,  B  i.  m  5. 

4;  enchanting,  5.  198;  destroying,  B  i. 

m  5.  60  (Lat.  rapidos). 
Bavyne,  s.  ravening,  greediness,  5.  336; 

ravin,  prey,  5.  323;    Ravines,  thefts,  I 

793.     O.  F.  ravine,  L.  rapina, 
Bavysedest,  2/.  s.pt,  didst  draw  (down) , 

B  1659. 
Bayea,  pp.  striped,  3.  252. 
B^al,  adj.  royal,  regal,  T.  iii.  1534 ;  L.  214, 

284.  1605. 
B^altee,  s.  royalty,  sovereign  power,  10. 

60. 
Reauxne,  s.  realm,  kingdom,  L.  2091. 
Bebekke,  s.  old  woman,  dame,  D  1573. 
Bebel.  adj.  rebellious,  A  833,  3046. 
Bebellingr,  s.  rebellion.  A  2459. 
Bebounde,  v.  return,  T.  iv.  i666. 
Bebuked,  pp.  snubbed,  I  444, 
Becche  (1),  v.  reck,  care,  heed.  5.593;  is 

nought  to  r.,  no  matter  for,  T.  ii.  434; 

pr.  s.  recks,  cares,  A  2397 ;  Recche  ofit, 

care  for  it,  pr.  pi.  F  71 ;  //  recche,  pr.  s. 

subj.  may  care  for  it,  T.  iv.  630;  Roghte, 

//.  s.  recked,  cared,   regarded,  3.  887; 

impers.  he  cared,  L.  605;  Roughte,//,  s. 

recked,  cared,  T.  i.  496. 
Becche  (2)  ,pr.  s.  subJ.  interpret,  expound. 

B  4086. 
Becchelees,  adj.  careless,  reckless,  R. 

340:  regardless,  HF.  668. 
Becchelesnesse,  s.  recklessness,  I  iii, 

611. 
Beceit.  s.  receipt,  i.  e.  recipe  for  making 

a  mixture,  G  1353. 
Bechased,  pp.  headed  back,  3.  379. 
Beche,  v.  reach,  give,  hand  over,  3.  74 ; 
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Raughte,  //.  s.  reached,  A  3696 ;  reached 
up  to,  A  2915 ;  reached  (out,  or  forward), 
A  136:  proceeded,  T.  ii.  446;  Reighte, 
pt.  s.  reached,  touched,  HF.  1374. 

Beclaiinlner,  J.  enticement,  L.  1371. 

Beclayme,  v.  reclaim  (as  a  hawk  by 
a  lure),  i.  e.  check,  H  72. 

Becomaunde,  v.  recommend,  T.  ii.  1070. 

Becomende,  ger.  to  commit,  G  544* 

Becomforte,  ger.  to  comfort  again,  T.  ii. 
167a. 

BecompenBacioun,  s.  recompense,  HF. 
665. 

Beconciled,  pp.  re-consecrated,  I  965. 

Beconforte,  v.  comfort  again,  A  2853,  B 
2168. 

Becord,  s.  report,  D  2049;    testimony, 

3-934- 
Becorde,  v.  witness,  bear  in  mind.  A 

1745 ;  remember,  T.  v.  445 ;  ^to)  record, 

recording,  5.  609 ;  Recordc,  i  pr.  s.  bring 

(it)  to  your  remembrance,  A  829. 
Becours,  s.  recourse,  B  2632 ;  resort,  T.  ii. 

1352 ;  woi  have  my  r.,  will  return,  F  75 ; 

p/.  orbits,  B  X.  m  2.  14. 
Becovere,  v.  regain.  T.  iv.  406. 
Becoverer,  s.  recovery,  22.  3.    O.  F.  re- 

covrier,  recoverer. 
Beddoiir,  s.  violence,  vehemence,  10.  13. 
Bede,  v.  read,  A  709 ;  advise,  counsel,  L. 

2217;    interpret,    3.    279;    Ret,    pr.    s. 

advises,  T.  ii.  413 ;  Redeth,  pr.  s.  advises, 

1«  iv.  573;  Redde,  //.  j.  read,  D  714, 

721 ;  interpreted,  3.  281 ;   Radde,  pf.  s. 

read,  T.  ii.  1085 ;  D  791 ;  advised,  5. 579 ; 

Red,  //.  read,  3.  224;  Rad,/^  read,  B 

43"- 
Bede,  dot.  counsel,  T.  iv.  679;  see  Beed. 

Bede,  adj.  red ;  sec  Beed. 

Bede,  adj.  made  of   reed;    referring  to 

a    musical     instrument    in    which    the 

sound  was  produced  by  the  vibration  of 

a  reed,  HF.  1221. 
Bede,  s.  red  (i.  e.  gold),  T.  iii.  1384;  the 

blood,  B  356 ;  red  wine,  C  526,  562. 
Bedelees,    adi.    without    counsel;     not 

knowing  which  way  to  turn,  2.  27. 
Bedely,  adv.  soon,  HF.  1392;   readily, 

truly,  HF.  1127. 
Bedoute,  v.  fear,  B  i.  p  3.  ai. 
Bedoutlngre,  J.  reverence,  A  2050. 
Bedresaeth, /r.  J.  amends,  1 1039;  pr.pl. 

rejl.  erect  (themselves)  again,  rise  again, 

T.  ii.  969;  Redressed, />/.  s.  reasserted. 

vindicated,   F    1436;    Kedrcsse,  imp.  s. 

reform,   i.  129;  Redressed,  pp.  roused, 

B  4.  p  2.  139. 
Beducen,  v.  sum  up,  B  3.  p  8. 61. 


Bedy,  adj.  ready,  A  21,  352;  dressed,  F 
387 ;  at  hand,  2.  Z04. 

Beed,  s.  counsel,  advice,  plan,  A  1216, 
3527;  profit,  help,  remedy,  3.  203; 
counsel,  adviser,  A  665;  /  can  no  r., 
I  know  not  what  to  do,  3.  1 187 ;  toitkout 
reed,  helpless,  3.  587;  to  rede,  for  a 
counsel ;  best  to  rede,  best  for  a  counsel, 
best  to  do,  T.  iv.  679  {not  a  verb). 

Beed,  adj.  red,  A  153;  (of  the  com- 
plexion), %  470;  Rede,  adj.  def.  red, 
A  957;  indef.  {rare),  L.  2589;  Rede,//. 
1.89. 

Beed,  s.  redness,  L.  533. 

Beed.  imp.  s.  read,  H  344. 

Beednesse,  s.  redness,  G  1097. 

Bees,  s.  great  haste,  T.  iv.  350. 

"Retectf  pp.  restored,  B  4.  p  6. 414. 

Befere,  v.  return,  T.  i.  266;  Referred,/^, 
brought  back,  B  3.  p  10.  180. 

BeflgruriDge,  pres.  pt.  reproducing,  T.  v. 

473- 
Befrelningre,  s.  refrain,  burden,  R.  749. 

Befreyden,  v.  grow    cold,    T.  v.  507; 

Refreyd,  cooled  down,  12.  21. 
Befreyn,  s.  refrain,  T.  ii.  157 1. 
Befreyne,  v.  bridle,  curb,  I  385. 
Befresshingre,  s.  renewing.  I  78. 
Beft,  -e ;  see  Beve. 
Befus,  pp.  as  adj.  refused,  rejected,  T.  i.570. 
Befut,  s.  place  of  refuge,  refuge,  i.  14; 

snfety,  i.  33. 
Beerals,  pi.  royal  attributes,  L.  2128. 
Begralye,  s.  rule,  authority,  a.  65. 
Begrard;    to    the    r.  of^  in    comparison 

w  ith.  B  2.  p  7.  126 ;  at  r.  of,  5.  58. 
Begristre,  s.  narrative,  A  2812. 
Begrne,  s.  kingdom,  dominion,  realm,  A 

866;  dominion,  rule,  A  1624. 
Beiprnen,  pr.pl.  reign,  4.  50. 
Beherce,  v.  rehearse,  repeat  with  exacti- 
tude, A  73a;  ger.  to  enumerate,  I  239; 

recount.  B  89. 
Behersallle,  s.  enumeration,  G  852. 
Reherslngr,  J.  rehearsal,  A  1650;  recital, 

L.  1 185. 
Beigrhte,  pt.  s.  reached,    touched,    HF. 

1374.     Pt.  t.  o\reche. 
Beines,  s.  pi.  rain-storms.  HF.  967. 
Bejoye.  v.  rejoice,  T.  v.  395. 
Bejoyse.  ^r.  to  make  rejoice,  i.  loi ;  feel 

glad,  T.  V.  1 165. 
Bekene,  ger.  to  reckon,  A  401. 
Bekening',  s.  reckoning,  account,  3.  699; 

A  600. 
Beketh,  pr.  s.  reeks,  smokes,  L.  2612. 
Bekever,  i  pr.  s.  (for  future),  (I)  shall 

retrieve,  do  away,  liF.  354. 
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Bekke»  i  pr.  s.  care,  C  ^05,  E  1090 ;  />/-.  j. 
impers,  (it)  recks  (him),  he  cares,  L. 
365 ;  yow  r.,  you  reck,  7.  303 ;  what  r, 
me,  what  do  I  care,  D  53. 

Bekne,  v.  reckon  {also  \pr.  j.),  A  1933. 

Relayes,  j.  pi.  fresh  sets  of  hounds,  re- 
serve packs,  3.  362. 

Relees,  s,  release,  i.  3;  ceasing;  out  of 
reUes,  without  ceasing,  G  46. 

Belente,  v.  melt,  G  1278. 

Relesedest,  2  pt.  s.  forgavest,  I  309; 
Relessed,  //.  s.  forgave,  B  3367. 

Relesingr,  s.  remission,  I  1026. 

Beleve,  ^er.  to  raise  up,  relieve,  T.  v. 
1042;  fp.  restored,  I  945;  Releved,  pp, 
revived,  L.  128;  recompensed,  A  4182; 
made  rich  again,  G  872. 

Belevinsre,  s.  remedy,  I  804. 

Beligioun,  s.  religion,  A  477;  state  of 
religion,  life  of  a  nun,  R.  429;  a  re- 
ligious order,  B  3134:  the  religious 
orders,  B3144. 

Religious,  adj,  belonging  to  a  religious 
order,  B  3150;  devoted  to  a  religious 
order,  T.  li.  759  \  as  s.,  a.  monk  or  nun, 
I  891. 

Bellk,  s.  relic,  L.  321. 

Reme,  s.  realm,  B  1306. 

Bemede,  j.  remedy,  T.  i.  661. 

Remedies,  p/,  (Ovid's)  Remedia  Amoris, 
3-568. 

Remembre,  v.  remember,  I  135 ;  pr.  pi, 
remind,  F  1243;  pr.  s.  recurs  to  the 
mind,  4.  150;  Remcmbringe  him,  call- 
ing to  remembrance,  T.  ii.  72. 

Remenant,  s.  remainder,  rest,  A  888. 

Remeve,  v.  remove,  T.  i.  691. 

Reinorde,/>r.j.j«4/'.  cause  (you)  remorse, 
T.  iv.  1491;  pr.  s.  vexes,  plagues, 
troubles,  B  4.  p  6.  293. 

Rexnors,  s.  remorse,  T.  i.  554. 

Remounted,  t'p.  comforted,  B  3.  p  i.  p. 

Remuable  (i),  adj.  changeable,  variable, 
T.  iv.  1682. 

Remuable  (2),  adj.  capable  of  motion 
(Lat.  mobilibus),  B  5.  p  5.  37. 

Remuen,  v.  remove.  B  2.  p  6.  55.  (Lat 
amouebis.) 

Ren,  J.  run,  A  4079. 

Renably,  adv.  reasonably,  D  1509. 

Rende,  v.  rend,  T.  iv.  1493;  Rent,  pr.  s. 
rends,  tears,  L.  646  a;  Rente,//,  s.  tore, 
A  990. 

Rendingr,  s.  tearing,  A  2834. 

Renegrat,  s.  renegade,  apostate,  B  932. 

Reneye,  v.  deny,    renounce,   abjure,  B 

376,  3751- 
Reneyingre,  -r.  denying,  I  793. 


Rengred,  //.  ranged,  placed  in  rows,  R. 
1380. 

Rengres,  pi.  ranks,  A  2594. 

Renne  (1),  v.  run,  I  721;  ^er.  A  3890; 
pr.  s.  runs,  D  76;  is  current,  E  1986; 
approaches  quickly,  T.  ii.  1754:  goes 
easily,  A.  i.  2.  i ;  arises,  L.  503 ;  spreads, 
L.  1423 ;  renneth  for^  runs  in  ifavour  of, 
B  125:  Ronnen,  //.  //.  ran,  A  2925, 
3827;  Ronnen,  pp.  advanced,  lit.  run, 
R.  320;  is  r.,  has  run,  has  found  its 
way  (into),  HF.  1644. 

Renne  (2),  v.;  only  in  the  phrase ^  rape 
and  renne,  G  1422.    See  Rape. 

Renomed,  pp.  renowned,  B  3.  p  2.  124. 

Renomee,  s.  renown,  L.  1513. 

Renoun,  s.  renown,  fame,  2.  88. 

Re'novelances,  s.  pi.  renewals,  HF.  693. 

Renovelle,  v.  renew,  B  3035;  are  re- 
newed, I  1027. 

Rente,  i.  revenue,  income,  A  256;  pay- 
ment, tribute,  3.  765 ;  to  r.,  as  a  tribute, 
T.  ii.  830. 

Repair,  s.  resort,  repairing,  B  laii,  D 
1224. 

Repaire,  ger.  to  go  home,  B  1516;  to 
repair,  find  a  home,  T.  iii.  5;  to  go 
back  (to),  HF.  755;  v.  return,  F  580. 

Reparaciouns, //.  reparations,  makings 
up,  HF.  688. 

Repentaiince,  s.  penitence.  A  1776. 

Repentaiint,  adj.  penitent.  A  228. 

R^pentingr,  s.  repentance,  L.  147. 

Repeyre,  v.  repair,  return,  T.  v.  1571. 

Repleccioun,  s.  repletion,  B  4027. 

Repleet,  adj.  replete,  full,  B  4147. 

Replenissed,  /^.  filU^d.  I  1079. 

Replicacioun,  s.  reply,  A  1846;  inTolu- 
tion,  B  3.  p  12.  170. 

Reply e,  v.  object,  E  1609. 

Reporte,  v.  relate,  tell,  C  438. 

Reportour,  s.  reporter,  A  814.  (The  host 
is  so  called  because  he  receives  and 
remembers  the  tales;  they  were  all 
addressed  to  him  in  particular.  Thus 
'  reporter '  has  here  almost  the  sense  of 
'  umpire.') 

Reprehencioun,  s.  reproof,  T.  i.  684. 

Reprehende,  v.  reproach,  T.  i.  510 ;  pr.pi. 
blame,  criticise,  B  3.  p  12. 134. 

Repressed,  pp.  kept  under,  L.  2591. 

R6prev&ble,  adj.  reprehensible,  C  63a; 
r.  tOy  likely  to  cast  a  slur  on,  15.  34. 

Repreve,  s.  reproof,  B  24x3;  shame,  C 
595 ;  reproach,  E  2206. 

Repreve,  v.  reproach,  F 1537 ;  reprove,  H 
70. 

Reproved,  pp.  as  adj,  blamed,  accused. 
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R.  1135;    Reproeved,  pf.  stultified,  B  2. 
p  6.  127. 
Bepugrnen,  ^gr,  to  be  repugnant  (to),  B 

5*  P  3*  6* 
Bequerable,  adj.  desirable,  B  2.  p  6.  32. 

Bequeren,  v.  entreat,  seek,  B  2927 ;  ask. 
D  1052 :  />^.  necessitated,  T.  iii.  405. 

Resalsrar,  s.  realgar,  G  814.  '  Realgar^  a 
combination  of  sulphur  and  arsenic,  of 
a  brilliant  red  colour  as  existing  in 
nature ;  red  orpiment ; '  Webster. 

Bescelved,  pp.  received;  wel  resceived, 
favourably  situated  with  respect  to  other 
planets,  &c. ;  A.  ii.  4.  51. 

Bescous,  s,  a  rescue,  help,  T.  iii.  1242 ;  A 
2643. 

Bescowe,  v.  (to)  rescue,  save,  T.  iii.  857 ; 
rescue,  T.  v.  231. 

Bescowinsre,  s.  rescuing,  I  805. 

Bese,  f^er.  to  shake,  A  1986. 

B6sembl4ble,  adj.  alike,  R.  985. 

Besolven,  pr.  pi,  flow  out,  B  5.  ra  i.  i ; 
Resolved,  pp.  dissolved,  melted,  B  2.  p  7. 
164. 

Besonable,  adj,  talkative,  3.  534. 

Besort,  s,  resource,  T.  iii.  134. 

Besoun,  s.  reason,  right,  A  37,  847; 
argument,  speech,  sentence,  T.  i.  796. 

Besduneth,  pr.  s.  resounds,  A  1278. 

Besport,  s.  regard,  T.  iv.  86,  850. 

Bespyt,  s.  delay,  B  948;  respite,  delay, 
reprieve,  G  543;  withoute  more  respyt^ 
without  delay,  forthwith,  R.  1488;  out 
of  mart  respyt,  without  any  delay,  with- 
out any  hesitation,  T.  v.  137. 

Bespyte,  j^er.  to  hesitate,  7.  259. 

Beste,  J.  rest,  repose,  F  355;  at  reste,  at 
rest,  fixed,  T.  ii.  760;  at  his  reste,  as  in 
its  home,  5.  376;  to  reste,  (gone)  to  rest, 
A  30 ;  Restes,  />/.  times  of  repose,  T.  ii. 
1722. 

Beste,  V.  remain  (with),  T. iii.  1435;  rest, 
repose,  T.  ii.  1326. 

Bestelees,  adv.  restlessly,  R.  37a 

Besurreccioun,  s,  resurrection,  i.  e.  re- 
opening (of  the  daisy).  Ln  iio. 

Bet,  for   Redcth,  pr,  s.  advises,  T.  ii. 

413- 
Betenue,  s.  retinue,  troop  of  retainers, 

suite.  A  2502 ;  £  270 ;  at  his  r.,  among 

those  retained  by  him,  D  1355. 
Bethor,  s.  orator,  B  4397,  F  38. 
Bethorien,  adj.  rhetorical,  B  2.  p  i.  46. 
Bethorlen  {written  Rctorien),  s.  orator, 

B  2.  p  3.  61. 
Be  tome  th,  pr.  s,  brings  back,  B  5.  p  6. 

301 ;  pres.pt.  revolving,  T.  v.  1023. 
Betouminffe,  s,  return,  A  2095. 


Betracciouns,  s.  pi,  retractions,  things 

which  I  withdraw,  I  1085. 
Betreteth,  pr,  s,  reconsiders,  B  5.  m  3. 

57. 
BetrOfirrad,  adj,  moving  in  a  direction 

contrary  to  that  of  the  sun's  motion  in 

the  ecliptic,  A.  ii.  4.  53. 
Beiile,  s,  rule,  A  173. 
Beulen,  v,  rule,  B  4234 ;  Reule  hir,  guide 

her  conduct,  E  327. 
Beuthe,  s.  ruth,  1. 127. 
Beve,  s,  reeve,  steward,  bailifT,  A  542, 

3860. 
Beve,  j^er,  to  rob  (from),  T.  iv.  285;  to 

take  away,  G  376 ;  to  r.  no  man  fro  his 

fyf  to  take  away  no  man's  life,  L.  2693 ; 

Reven,  ^^r.  to  reave,  plunder,  1  758;  to 

bereave,  T.  i.  188;   Reveth, /r.  j.  forces 

away.  5.  86 ;   Raf te,  //.  s.  bereft,  D  888 ; 

reft,   B  3288;    Refte,  //.  s.  bereft.  HF. 

457;    Raft,  fp.  torn,   reft,  T.  v.   1258; 

taken  from,  L.  2590;  bereaved,  F  1017. 
Bevel,  s,  revelry,  sport,  A   2717;    min- 

strelsv,  A  4402. 
Bevelbur,  s.  (the)  Reveller,  A  4371;  a 

reveller,  A  4391. 
Bevelous,  adj.  fond  of  revelry,  B  1194. 
Beverberacioun,  s.  vibration,  D  2334. 
Beverdye,  j.  rejoicing,  R.  720.    O.  F. 

reverdie,  'feuilI6e,   verdure;    joie,  aU6- 

gresse ; '  Godefroy. 
Beverence,  s,  respect,  A  141 ;  respectful 

manner,  A  305 ;  fear,  I  294 ;  thy  r.,  the 

respect  shewn  to  thee,  B  116. 
Be  vers,  s,  reverse,  contrary,  18.  32, 
Bevesten,  pr,  pi.  clothe  again.  T.  iii. 

353. 
Bevoken,^^.  to  recall,  T.  iii.  ni8. 

Bevoluciooin,  1. revolving  course  (orbit), 

4.30- 
Beward,  s.  regard,  attention,  T.  ii.  1133, 

V.  1736 ;  having  r.  to,  considering.  5.  426 ; 

take  r.  of,  have  regard,  I  151. 
Bewde,  adj,  plain,  unadorned,  A.  pr.  49. 
Bewe,  s,  row,  line,  A  2866;  by  rewe,  in 

order,  D  506. 
Bewe,  ger,  to  have  pity,  A  2382 ;  be  sorry, 

T.  ii.  4SS;   do  penance  for,  G  447;  pr, 

s.  impers.  makes  (me)  sorry,  I  am  sorry, 

A  3462,  B  4287. 
Bewel-boon,  s.  (probably)  ivory  made 

from  the  teeth  of  whales,  B  2068. 
Bewful,   adj.  lamentable,  sad.  L.  1838; 

sad  (one),  B  854. 
BewfuUeste,  adj,  sup,  most  sorrowful.  A 

2886. 
Bewfully,  adv.  sadly,  T.  iii.  65. 
Bewle,  s,  the  revolvug  long  and  narrow 
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plate  or  rod  used  for  measuring  and 
taking  altitudes,  A.  i.  1.6;  it  revolves  at 
the  back  of  the  Astrolabe ;  pi.  rules,  A. 
pr.  44. 
Rewledest,  2  pr.  s.  didst  control,  B  i.  p 

4.  2^8- 
Rewliche,  adj.  pitiable,  B  2.  p  2.  67. 

Bewme,  s.  realm,  R.  495. 

Rewthe,  s.  ruth,  pity,  E  579;  a  pitiful 

sight,  £  562. 
Rew^thelees,  adj.  nithless,  unpitying.  5. 

613;  6.  31. 
Reye,  s.  rye,  D  1746. 
Reyes,  //.  round  dances,  HF.  1236.    Mid. 

Du.  r^e, '  a  round  daunce ' :  Hexham. 
Reyn,  s.  rain,  A  492;  storm  of  rain,  A 

3517' 
Reyne,  s.  rein,  A  4083. 

Reyne,  v.  rain  down,  T.  v.  1336;  rain,  4. 

287.    See  Ron. 
Reynes.  s.  pi.  loins,  I  863. 
Reyse,  ger.  to  build  up,  I)  2102 ;  r.  up,  to 

exact,  •  realise,'  D  1390. 
Reysed,  pp.  gone  on  a  military  expedi- 
tion,   A    54.      O.   F.   reise,   'expedition 

militaire,  incursion  sur  unc  terre  enne- 

mie ; '  Godefroy. 
Rhetorlce.  Rhetoric,  B  2.  p  i.  48. 
Riban,  s.  as  pi.  ribbons,  HF.  1318. 
Ribaningres,  //.  silk  trimmings,  borders, 

R.  1077. 
Ribaudye,  s.  ribaldry,  ribald  jesting,  A 

^866.  C  324. 
Ribible,  s.  rebeck,  lute  with  two  strings, 

A  4^96. 
Ribybe,  s,  term  of  reproach  for  an  old 

woman,  D  1377. 
Rlche.  adj.  pi.  rich  people,  A  248. 
Richely,  adv.  richly,  F  90. 
Richesse,  s.  riches,  wealth,  D  iiio,  1118; 

Richcsses,  pi.  wealth,  riches,  B  2560. 
Rldeled,  pp.  plailerl,  gathered  in  (at  the 

neck,  or  waist),  R.  1235,  1243.     *  RideU, 

plisse ; '  Godefroy. 
"Rlden,  pi.  pi.  and  pp.  rode,  ridden. 
Rlet,   'rete,'  A.   i.  3.  5.     The  'rete*  or 

'net'  is  the  circular  plate  with   many 

openings    which     revolves    within    the 

'  mother.' 
Rigrbt,    adj.   straight,    upright,   R.   1701 ; 

right,  I.  75;  voc.  own,  F  131 1. 
Rigrbt,    adv.  just,   exactly,  A   257,   535; 

wholly,  C  58;  even,  B  2173;  Right  that, 

that  very  thing,  3.  1307. 
Rig'ht,  s.  I.  21 ;  V  "if^^  justly,  B  44;  fiy 

allf  t.,  in  all  justice,  T.  ii.  763;  at  alle 

riglite%,  in  all  respects,  fullv,  A  iioo. 
Rigrntful,  adj,  perfect ;  rightful  age,  (in) 


her  prime,  R.  405 ;  just,  i.  31 ;  righteous, 

5.  55 ;  lawful,  I  744. 
Rierbtwis.  adj.  righteous,  just,  L.  905. 
Rig'btwisnesse,  s.  righteousness,  C  637, 

D  1909 ;  justice,  14.  8. 
Rikne,  imp.  s.  reckon,  compute,  A.  ii.  27. 

10.    See  Rekene. 
Rinde,  s.  rind,  baik,  T.  iv.  1139;    hard 

skin,  T.  ii.  642. 
Ringr,  s,  ring,  F  83 ;   concourse,  L.  1887 ; 

lyk  r.,  i.  e.  in  ringlets,  A  2165. 
Rinf^e,  v.  make  to  resound,  A  2431 ;  ring, 

resound,  T.  ii.  233 ;  Rong,  //.  s.  rang,  5. 

492 ;  Ronge,  pp.  T.  ii.  805. 
Riot.  s.  riotous  conduct,  gaming.  A  4395. 

4392. 
Riote.  V.  riot,  gamble,  A  4414. 
Risen,//.  0/  Ryse. 
Risshe,  s.  rush,  T.  iii.  1161. 
Rlst,  pr.  s.  of  Ryse. 
Rit,  pr.  5.  of  Ryde. 
Riveer,  s.  river,  B  1927. 
Robboiir,  s.  robber,  B  3818. 
Rocbe,  5.  rock,  F  500;  pi.  HF.  1035. 
Rode,  J.  complexion,  A  3317,  B  1917. 
Rode,  s.  nam.  rood,  cross,  HF.  57. 
Rode-beem,  5.  rood-beam.  D  496.     (A 

bt  am  across  the  entrance  to  the  choir  of 

a  church,  supporting  a  rood  or  cross.) 
Rody,  adj.  ruddy,  F  385,  394. 
Roes,  pi.  of  Roo. 
Rogeretb   (Ruggeth),  pr.  s.  shakes,    L. 

2708.     I  eel.  rugga. 
Roket,  5.  rochet,  tunic,   R.   1240,  124a, 

1243.      An    outer   garment,   usually   of 

fine  white  linen. 
Rokke,  5.  rock,  L.  2195. 
Rokken,  ger.  to  rock,  A  4157. 
RoUe,  J.  roll,  C911. 
Rollen.  ger.  to  roll,  revolve,  T.  ii.  659; 

//.  s.  revolved,  D  2217 ;  pp.  much  talked 

of.   r.  V.  £o6i. 
Romaunce,  s.  romance.  T.  iii.  980. 
Rombled,  pt.  s.  fumbled,  moved  about 

with  his  hands,  groped  about,  G  1322. 
Rombled,  //.   s,    buzzed,    muttered,    B 

3725- 
Romen.  v.  roam,  wander,  A  1099 ;  Romed, 

pt.  s.  A  1065,  1069;  //.  gone,  L.  1589. 
Rdn.  //.  s.  rained,  T.  iii.  640,  677.     A.  S. 

/  rm,  pt.  s.  rained. 
Rond,  adj.  round,  circular,  A.  ii.  38.  i. 
Rongr.  -e ;  see  Rinflre. 
Rongres,  pi.  rungs,  rounds  of  a  ladder,  A 

3625.     A.  S.  hrung. 
Rontio, -n,  see  Renne. 
Roo.  s.  roe.  5. 195 ;  Roes,  //.  roes,  R.  1401. 
Rood,  //.  s.  of  Ryde. 
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Roof,  pt.  s.  of  Ryve. 

Boon,  5.  rose-bush,  R.  1674.  Halliwell 
gives  roan,  a  clump  of  whins,  as  a 
Northumberland  word;  and  we  find 
the  spelling  ranes  in  the  allit.  Morte 
Arthure,  923. 

Boos,  pt.  s.  of  Ryse.      * 

Boost,  s.  roast  meat,  A  206. 

Bopen,  pp.  reaped,  L.  74. 

Bore,  s.  uproar,  T.  v.  45. 

Bore,  ger.  to  roar,  T.  iv.  373;  pr,  s,  re- 
sounds, A  2881. 

Boringr,  s.  loud  lament,  E  2364. 

Bose,  5,  rose,  R.  1700 ;  ger,  of  the  rose,  A 
1038. 

Bose-leef ,  s.  rose-leaf,  R.  905. 

Bose-srarlond,  j.  garland  of  roses,  HF. 

135- 
Rosen,  adj.  made  of  roses,  R.  845;  Ro- 

sene,  adj.  def.  rosy,  B  2.  m  8.  6. 

Roser,  s.  rose-bush,  R.  1651,  1659;  I  858. 

Rose-reed,  adj.  red  as  a  rose,  G  254. 

Roste,  V.  roast,  A  383 ;  pp.  A  147. 

Rosy  hewed,  of  rosy  hue,  T.  ii.  1198. 

Rote,  5.  (i)  root,  A  2,  423;  the  radix,  fun- 
damental principle,  G  1461 ;  source, 
B  358;  i.  e.  foot,  E  58;  on  rote,  firmly 
rooted,  T.  ii.  1378;  herte  rote,  bottom 
of  the  heart,  D  471;  (2)  root,  the  tabu- 
lated number  written  opposite  a  given 
fixed  date,  A.  ii.  44.  2 ;  the  '  epoch '  of 
a  nativity,  B  314. 

Rote,  5.  rote;  by  rote,  by  rote,  by  heart, 
A  327,  B  1712. 

Rote,  5.  a  musical  stringed  instrument, 
a  kind  of  fiddle,  of  Celtic  origin ;  said 
to  be  a  fiddle  with  three  strings,  A  236. 
O.  F.  rote,  fi"om  O.  H.  G.  hrotta,  rotta. 
Low  Lat.  chrotta ;  of  Celtic  origin,  from 
O.  Irish  crot  (Gael.  cruU,  W.  crwth)  ; 
whence  also  E.  crowd. 

Rotelees,  adj.  rootless,  T.  iv.  77a 

Roten,  adj.  rotten,  A  3873 ;  corrupt,  filthy, 

I  139. 
Roten-berted,    adj,     rotten-hearted,    I 

689. 

Rotie,  pr,  s.  subj.  render  rotten,  A  4407. 

Rousrlite ;  see  Recche. 

Rouketh,  pr.  s.  cowers,  crouches,  is  hud- 
dled up,  A  1308. 

Roule,  V.  gad  (lit.  roll),  D  653. 

Roum,  adj.  roomy,  spacious,  A  4126. 

Roum,  jr.  room,  spare,  L.  1999. 

Roumer,  adj.  larger.  A  4145. 

Rouncy,  s.  a  hackney,  nag.  A  390. 

Rounde,  adv.  roundly,  i.  e.  easily,  with 
an  easy  (not  jerky)  motion.  B  2076; 
melodiously,  C  331. 


Rounded,^/,  s.  stood  out  in  a  rounded 

form,  A  263. 
Roundel,  s.  roundel,  roundelay,  a  kind 

ot  poem,  A  Z529;   a  small  circle,  HF. 

791,  798. 
Roundnesses,  pi.  orbs,  orbits,  B  4.  m 

6.  52. 
Roune,  v.  whisper.  B  2025;  ger.  D  1572; 

pt.  s.  HF.  2044.    A.  S.  run  ion. 
Route,  s,  company,  rout,  troop,    band, 

train,  A  622, 889, 2153 '.  number,  R.  1667 ; 

flock.  R.  909;  pi.  T.  ii.  620. 
Route  (i),  V.  roar,  T.  iii.  743;  murmur, 

HF.  1038;  ger.  lo  snore.  3.  172;  pr.  s, 

snores.  A  3647.    A.  S.  hrutan. 
Route  (2),  V.  assemble  in  a  company.  B 

540. 
Bouthe,  X.  pity,  ruth,  compassion,  mercy. 

F   1 261,  1349;    lamentation,  L.  669;   a 

pity,  a  sad  thing.  A  914. 
Bouthelees,    adj.    ruthless,    pitiless,    B 

863. 
Boutingr,  s.  snoring,  A  4166,  4214 ;  whiz- 
ring  noise,  HF.  1933. 
Bo  we,  s.  row,  3.  975 ;  line,  HF.  448 ;  by  r., 

in  a  row,  T.  ii.  970;   Rowes,  //.  rays, 

beams  (of  light) ,  4.  2. 
Bowe,  adv.  roughly,  angrily,  G  861. 
Bowed,  pp.  rowed,  T.  i.  969. 
Bowm,  adj.   roomy,    large,  wide,  A.  i. 

2.3- 
Bowne,  ger,  to  whisper,  T.  iii.  568. 

Bowthe,  s.  ruth,  pity,  3.  465;   sorrow. 

3.  97- 
Boyaltee,  s,  royalty.  £  928. 
Boyleth,  pr.  s.  meanders,  wanders,  B  i. 

m  7.  10. 
Boyne,  s.  roughness.  R.  553. 
Bosmous,  adt.  rough.  R.  988. 
Bubbe,  V.  rub  out,  8.  6. 
Bubee,  s.  ruby,  HF.  1362. 
Bubible,  s.  ribibe,  rebeck,  A  3331. 
Bubif^inGT,  -r.  rube£action.  reddening,  G 

797. 
Bubriche,  s.  rubric.  D  346. 

Buby,  s.  ruby,  la.  4.    Rubies,//.  4.  246. 

Buddok,  s,  redbreast,  robin,  5.  349. 

Bude,  adj,  harsh.  R.  752;  poor,  E  916; 

inhospitable,  H   170;  of  humble  birth, 

D  1172. 
Budeliche,  adv.  rudely.  A  734. 
Budenesse,  s.  boorishness,  T.  iv.  1677; 

rusticity,  E  397. 
Bugrgry,  adj.  rough,  A  2883. 
Bule,  tmp.  pi.  regulate,  order.  I  592;  pp. 

as  adj.  well-mannered,  L.  163. 
Bum,  ram,    ruf;    nonsense   words,  to 

imitate  alliteration,  I  43. 
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Bumbel,  s.    rumbling    noise,    A    1979; 

rumour,  E  997. 
Bumble th,  pr.  s.  moves  to  and  fro  with 

an    indistinct     murmuring    noise,    HF. 

ioa6. 
BuinblinGre»  s.  noise.  D  2133. 
Riiaed,  //.  s.  roused  herself,  rushed  away, 

3«  381. 

Russhingr,  pr^s.  pt.  rushing,  A  1641. 

Buste,  ger.  to  rust,  A  502;  pr.  s.  subj. 
rust,  A  500. 

Busty,  adj.  rusty,  A  618 ;  besmirched  as 
with  rust,  R.  159. 

Byal,  adj.  royal,  i.  144;  Rial,  2.  59. 

Byde,  v.  ride,  A  27,  94,  102;  ride  at 
anchor,  L.  968;  Ryden.^^r.  (vf/M  out), 
to  go  on  expeditions.  A  45 ;  Ryde,  ger. 
[with  out),  to  ride  abroad  to  inspect,  B 
1255 ;  (see  Outrydere) ;  Rydestow, 
ridest  thou,  D  1386;  Rit,  pr.  s.  rides, 
A  974;  Rood.//.  J.  rode.  A  169;  Riden. 
\  pt.pl.  (we)  rode,  A  825;  pt.pl.C  968; 
Riden, /^.  ridden.  B  1990. 

Byding*,  s.  jousting,  or  riding  in  proces- 
sion. A  4377. 

Bym,  s.  rime  (usually  misspelt  rhyme), 
B  2115.  2118;  Rymc,  dai.  HF.  623;  a 
tale  in  verse,  B  1899;  verse,  D  1127; 
pi.  B  96.     A.  S.  rim. 

Byrne,  v.  describe  in  verse,  put  into  rime 
{or  rhyme),  A  1459,  B  2122. 

Bymeyed,/^.  rimed,  or  rhymed,  F711; 
see  above. 

ByminsT,  s.  riming,  or  rhyming,  verse- 
making,  B  2120;  the  art  of  riming,  B 
48. 

Byot,  s.  riotous  living,  C  465. 

Byotour,  s.  roysterer.  C  692. 

Bys,  s.  spray,  branch,  twig.  R.  1015;  A 
3324.    A.  S.  hris. 

Ryso»  ^^f"'  to  rise,  A  33 ;  to  get  up,  F  375 ; 
Rist,/r.  J.  rises.  A  3688,  4193 ;  arises,  T. 
i.  944 :  R66s,  i  //.  s.  rose,  2.  17 ;  pt.  s.  A 
823:  Risen,  pp.  A  1065;  Risexh,  ifnp.  pi. 
I  161. 

Bsrve,  grr.  to  pierce,  T.  v.  1560 ;  v.  thrust, 
L.  1793;  pierce,  C  828;  tear,  E  1236; 
R66f,  //.  s.  rove,  rived,  pierced,  L.  661, 
1351.     Icel.  ri/a. 

S. 

Sable,  s.  sable,  black,  4.  284. 
Sachels,  s.  pi.  bags,  B  i.  p  3.  83. 
Sacrement,  s.  the  eucharist,  I  582. 
Saciifye,  v.  do  sacrifice,  L.  1348. 
Sacrifyse,  s.  sacrifice,  L.  1310. 
Sacrileg'e,  s.   I   801 ;  sorcery,  B  i.  p  4. 
282. 


Sad,  adj.  stable,  firm,  I  129,  310;  staid, 
A  2985;  sober.  E  220,  237:  nxed,  con- 
stant, unmoved,  settled,  E  693,  754: 
sad,  R.  211;  devoted,  23.  9;  trusty, 
'  H  275;  serious,  grave,  3.  918;  calm, 
settled,  G  397:  staid.  L.  1581.  1876; 
earnest.  HK.  2089:  Sadde,  /»/.  grave, 
E  1002:  steady,  3.  860;  discreet,  B  155; 
sure,  H  258. 

Sadel,  s.  saddle.  L.  1199. 

Sadel-bo'we,  s.  saddle-bow,  A  2691. 

Sadly,  adv.  firmly,  A  2602;  discreetly,  B 
1266;  steadfastly,  1  124;  carefully.  D 
2164;  firmly,  tightly,  E  iioo;  unstint- 
ingly,  B  743. 

Sadnesse,  s.  soberness,  staidness,  E  1591 ; 
patience,  E  452. 

Saffron  with,  ger.  to  tinge  with  saffron, 
to  colour.  C  345. 

Saffroun,  s.-,  like  saffron  =  of  a  bright 
yellowish  colour.  B  1920. 

Sak,i.s;)ck,  R.457;  Sakkes.^/.bags.L.  xxx8. 

Sakked,  pp.  put  in  a  sack,  A  4070. 

Sal,  />r.  s.  shall  (Northern),  A  4043. 

Sal  armonlak,  s.  sal  ammoniac,  G  798, 
824.  Lat.  sal  armeniacum,  Armenian 
salt.  Sal  ammoniac,  chloride  of  am- 
monium. The  word  armoniac  certainly 
answers  to  the  Lat.  Armeniacum  in  the 
old  treatises.  Yet  the  right  spelling  is 
ammoniac. 

Sal  peter,  s.  saltpetre,  G  808.  Lat.  sai 
petrcB,  rock-sah;  nitrate  of  potassa;  — 
called  also  nitre. 

Sal  preparat,  i.  prepared  salt.  G  810. 

Sal  tartre,  s.  salt  of  tartar,  G  810.  '  Salt 
of  tartar,  carbonate  of  potash ;  .  .  . 
first  prepared  from  cream  of  tartar ; ' 
Webster. 

Salowe,  adj.  sallow,  R.  355.  (But  read 
falowe.) 

Salte,  adj.  def.  salt,  L.  1462. 

Salewe,  v.  salute.  I  407 ;  pr,  s.  B  1284 ; 
Salewed,/^^.  F  1310. 

Saluingr,  J.  salutation,  A  1649. 

Saluwe.  ger.  to  salute,  T.  iii.  1785 ;  Salued . 
1  //.  s.  L.  315. 

Salvacioun,  s.  salvation,  4.  913 ;  security. 
B  2361. 

Salve,  s.  salve,  cure,  T.  iv.  944;  p/.  heal- 
ing remedies,  A  2712. 

Salwes,  pi.  willow-twjgs,  osiers,  D  655. 

Saxnit,  s.  samite,  a  rich  and  glossy  silk 
material.  T.  i.  109;  robe  made  of  samite, 
R.  836.  873. 

Sangr,  J-  song  (Northern).  A  4x70. 

Sanerwln,  s.  stuff"  of  a  blood-red  colour, 
A  439- 
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Sangrwyn.  adj,  very  ruddy,  A  2168 ;  blood- 
red,  A  333. 
Sans,  prep,  without,  B  501. 
Saphires,  s.  pi,  sapphires.  B  3658. 
Sapience,  wisdom,  B  2184;  //.  kinds  of 

intelligence,  G  338. 
Sargre,  s,  serge,  A  2568. 
Sarpulers,  s,  pi,  sacks  made  of  coarse 

canvas,  B  i.  p  3.  82.    Cf.  F.  serpillUre. 
Sarsinesshe,   adj.  Saracenic,   R.  1188. 

If  sarsinesshe  can  be  taken  as  a  sb.,  it 

may  refer  to  sarmet. 
Sat ;  //.  s.  of  Sitte. 
Satin,  5.  satin,  3.  253. 
Satisiaccioun,  s,  penance,  I  87 ;   resti- 
tution, I  108. 
Sauf,  adj.  safe,  safely  kept,  G  950;   in 

safi'ty,  4.  197. 
Sauf,  prep,  save,  except,  A  2180. 
Saufly,  adv.  safely,  with  safety,  B  2373, 

43g8. 
Saugrh,  pt,  5,  of  See. 
Saule,  5,  soul  (Northern),  A  4187. 
Sauna,  prep,  without ;  sauns  faille^  with- 
out fail,  certainly,  HF.  188,  429.     See 

Sans. 
Sauter,  s,  psalter,  R.  431. 
Sautrye,  s.  psaltery,  a  kind  of  harp,  A 

296,  3213,  3305,  H  268. 
Savacioun,  s,  salvation,  T.  ii.  381,563; 

withouie  any  savacioun^  without  saving 

any,  HF.  208. 
Save,  5,  sage  (the  plant),  A  2713. 
Save,  prep,  and  conj.  save,  except,  A  683 ; 

Save  your  grace,  by  your  leave,  B  2260. 
Saven,  ger.  to  save,  keep,  i.  117;  pr,  s, 

subj,  may  (He)  save,  A  3108;  pp.  kept 

inviolate,  F  531. 
Save-graMe,  s,  safe-conduct,  T.  iv.  139. 
Saveour,  5.  saviour,  19.  16. 
Saveren,  pr.pl.  mind,  care  for,  I  820. 
Savinere,  prep,  except,  A  2838. 
Savoringre,  s.  taste,  I  207. 
Savorous,  adj.  pleasant,  R.  84. 
Savory,  adj,  pleasant,  T.  i.  405. 
Savour,  s.  savour,  D  2196 ;  pleasantness, 

F  204;  pleasure,  10.  20;  smell,  G  887; 

scent,  R.  925;  interest,  T.  ii.  369;  pi, 

odours,  5.  274. 
Savoure,  v.  taste,  D  171 ;  pr,  pi.  mind, 

care  for,  I  820;  imp,  s.  have  relish  for, 

13'  5- 
Savoured,  adj.  perfumed,  R.  547. 

Savouringre,  s,  tasting,  I  959. 

Savourly,  adj.  enjoyably,  A  3735. 

Sawcefleexn,  adj.  covered  with  pimples 

(due    to    an   excess  of  humour  called 

salsa  phlegma) ,  A  625. 


Sawe,  s.  sa3ring,  speech,  A  1163;   word, 

B  2925;  discourse,  G  691. 
Sawe,  Bay;  see  See. 
Sayde,  said ;  see  Seye. 
Saylours,  pi.  dancers  (who  leap  in  danc- 
ing) ,  R.  770.    '  Sailleor,  Sailleur,  sauteur, 

danseur ; '  Godefroy. 
Scabbe,  s.  scab,  R.  553;   a  disease  of 

sheep,  C  358. 
Scalded,  >^.  burnt.  A  3853. 
Scale,  s,  scale,  or  rather,  double  scale, 

for  measuring  both  by  umbra  recta  and 

umbra  versa,  A,  i.  12.  3. 
Scalle,  s,  scab,  8.  3. 
Scalled,  pp,  having   the   scall,  scabby, 

scurfy,  A  627. 
Scantitee,  s.  scantiness,  I  431. 
Scantnesse,  s,  scarcity,  I  420. 
Scapen,  v,  escape,  T.  v.  908. 
Scarlet-reed,  adj,  scarlet-red,  B  4351. 
Scarmishingr,  s.  skirmish,  L.  1910. 
Scarmyche,  s.  skirmish,  T.  v.  1508. 
Scars,  adj.  parsimonious,  B  2789. 
Scarsetee,  s.  scarcity,  B  2790. 
Scarsly,  adv.  parsimoniously,  A  583. 
Scatered,  pp.  scattered,  G  9x4. 
Scathe,  s,  scathe,  harm,  misfortune,  'a 

pity,'  A  446;    Polymites  to  sc,  to  the 

harm  of  P.,  T.  v.  938. 
Scatheles,  adv.  harmlessly,  R.  1550. 
Science,  s.  science,  knowledge,  5.  25; 

learned  writing,  B  1666;  wisdom,  i  229. 
Sclat,  s.  slate,  11.  34. 
Sclaundre,  s.  slander,   HF.   1580;    ill- 
fame,  disgrace,  E722;  scandal,  I  137. 
Sclave,  s.  slave,  T.  iii.  391. 
Sclendre,  adj.  slender,  slight  in  make, 

A  587 ;  thin,  B  3147 ;  poor,  B  4023. 
Scochouns,    pi.    escutcheons,    painted 

shields.  R.  893. 
Scole,  s.  school,  B  1685,  1694;  manner, 

fashion,  A  125,  3329;   discipline,  T.  i. 

634 ;  '  the  schools ' ;  D  2186. 
Scole-mat^re,  s.  subject  for  disputation 

in  the  schools,  D  1272. 
Scoler,  s.  scholar,  A  260. 
Scolerlngr.  s.  young  scholar,  note  to  D 

44 ;  line  6. 
Eksole-terzneB,  //.  school-terms,  £  1569. 
Scole  ward;      to     scoleward  =  toward 

school,  B  1739. 
Eksoleye,  ger.  to  study,  A  302. 
Scomes,  s.  pi.  foam,  lather.  B  4.  m  7.  61. 

Lit. '  scums.' 
Score,  imf.  s.  notch,  cut,  mark,  B  1606. 
Scorkletn,  pr.  s.  scorches,  shrivels,  B  2. 

m  6.  28. 
Scorned,  pt.  s.  3. 927 ;  jested  at,  B  4277. 
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Scomlner,  j.  scorn,  T.  i.  105. 
Scorpion,  s.  £  2058;   sign  of  Scorpio, 

HF.  948. 
Scot,  a  horse's  name,  A  616,  D  1543. 
Scourgres,  s.p/.  whips,  plagues,  E  1157. 
Scoiirgrlngr,  s.  correction,  4.  42. 
Scrippe,  s.  scrip,  bag,  D  1737. 
Scripture,  s.  writing,  inscription  (on  a 

ring),  T.  iii.  1369;   passage  of  writing, 

L.  1 144;  //.  manuscripts,  A  2044. 
Scrit,  s.  writing,  deed.  E*i697 ;  T.  ii.  1130. 
Scrivenish,  adv.  like  a  scrivener.  T.  ii. 

1026. 
Scriveyn,  s.  scribe,  8.  i. 
Seche,  ^er.  to  seek,  i.  e.  to  be  sought  for 

(it  was  easily  had),  A  784;  to  seek  out, 

D  909. 
Seciree,  adj.  secret,  trusty,  5.  395 ;  secret, 

B  2251 :  able  to  keep  secrets,  D  946. 
Secree,  adv.  secretly,  F  1109. 
Secree,  s.  a  secret',  B  3211 ;    Secree  of 

secrees,  secret   of  secrets,  Lat.  Secreta 

Secretorum  (the  name  of  a  book),  G 

1447. 
Secreenesse,  s.  secrecy.  B  773. 
Secrely,  adv.  secretly,  E  763. 
Secte,  s.  sect,  company,  E  1171 ;  religion, 

faith  (lit.  'following'),  F  17. 
Seculer,  s.  a  layman,  13  4640. 
Sede,  V.  bear  seed,  7.  ^06. 
See,  s.  sea,  A  59 ;  /ui/e  see,  high  tide,  A. 

ii.  46.  4. 
See,  s.  seat,  HF.  1361 ;  seat  of  empire,  B 

3339;  M  seats,  HF.  12 10. 
See,  V.  see,  L.  2560;  j^er.  to  see,  look.  F 

366;   to  look  (upon),  3.   1 177;   as  fut. 

shall  see,  4.  190;   Seestow,  seest  thou, 

HF.  911:   Say,  i  pt.  s.  saw,  T.  v.  992; 

Say,  pt.  s,  saw,  B  4304 ;  Sey,  pt.  j.  B  i, 

7;    Seigh,  I  //.  s.  saw,  A  193;    Seigh, 

pt.  s.  A   1066,  F  850:   Saugh,  1  pt.  s. 

saw,  A  764 ;  pt.  s.  A  850,  1400 ;  Sy,  pt.  s. 

G  138 1 :    Sawe,  2  pt.  s.  sawest,  B  848 ; 

Saugh,  2  pt.pl.  G  1106  (with  ye)\  Sawe, 

pt.  pi.  B  218 ;   Seye,  pt.  pi.  saw,  T.  iv. 

720;  Seyen, //.  ^/.  G  no;   Sy  en,  pt.pl. 

B  2879,  45^  •  ^y^'  P^'  P^'  ^  '^  •  P^' 
s.  suhj.  may  (he)  behold  or  protect,  B 
156;  Sawe,  pt.  5.  subj.  were  to  see,  A 
144 ;  Seyn,  //.  seen,  B  1863 ;   Seye,  pp. 

D552. 
Seed-foul,  s.  birds  living  on  seeds,  5. 

5". 
Seek,  adj.  sick,  ill,  L.  2409.  2436 ;  def.  A 

424 ;  Seke,  def.  as  s.  man  in  a  fever,  5. 

104  ;  Seke,  pi.  A  18,  245. 
Seel  (i),  J.  bliss,  A  4239.    A.  S.  sal. 
Seel  (2) ,  s.  seal.  B  882. 


Seemlinesse,  s.  dignity  of  bearing.  L. 

1041. 

Seemly,  adj.  delicate,  pleasing,  la.  11; 
seemly,  L.  2074. 

Seeatow,  seest  thou,  HF.  911. 

Seet,  //.  s.  sat  (false  form,  due  to  pL 
seten),  A  2075. 

See  tea,  //.  seats,  A  258a 

Seeth,  pt.  s.  seethed,  boiled,  £  227. 

Segre,  s.  throne,  B  i.  p  4.  385 ;  siege,  L. 
1696. 

Segreren,  ipr.pl.  say,  T.  iv.  194. 

Seififh, //.  J.  ij/See. 

Sein,^<rr.;  That  is  to  sein,  that  is  to  say, 
A.  pr.  26. 

Seinte,  adj.fem.  holy.  D  1824. 

Seintuarie,  s.  sanctuary,  I  781 ;  a  conse- 
crated object,  C  953. 

Seiatow,  sayest  thou,  A  1125. 

Seith,/r.  s.  says.  A  178. 

Seke ;  see  Seek,  adj. 

Seke,  V.  search  through,  B  60;  seek.  B 
1633;  ger.  A  13,  510;  to  seek,  i.  e.  a 
matter  for  search,  G  874;  Sekestow. 
seekest  thou,  T.  iii.  1455 ;  Seken  to,  i  pr. 
pi.  press  towards,  2.  91 ;  2  pr.  pi.  search 
through,  B  127;  Soghte.  i  pt.  s.  sought, 
A.  ii.  45.  II ;  //.  J.  suhj.  were  to  exanune, 
C488. 

Sekemea,  s.  security.  7.  345. 

Sekirly,  adv.  certainly.  L.  163  a. 

Selde,  adj.pl.  few,  £  146. 

Selde,  adv.  seldom,  A  1539,  B  2343; 
Selden,  B  2594;  Seld,  B  2343. 

Seled.  pp.  sealed,  B  736. 

Selea,  pi.  seals,  T.  iii.  1462. 

Selily,  adv.  happily,  B  2.  p  4.  96. 

Selineaae,  s.  happiness,  T.  iii.  813. 

Selle,  s.  dat.  boarding,  A  3822.  A  Kentish 
form;  M.  E.  sulle,  silU ;  A.  S.  sy/l. 
{Flore  =  ground  beneath  the  boards.) 

Sella,  V.  sell,  F  1563;  barter,  A  278;  for 
to  selle,  for  sale,  L>  414;  to  selle ^  for  sale, 
A  3821 ;  Solde,  pt.  s.  subj.  were  to  sell, 
R.  452. 

SeUy,  adj.  wonderful  (MSS.  sely),  HF. 
513.    A.  S.  sell'ic,  seldlic,  strange. 

Sely,  adj.  happy,  T.  iv.  503;  kind.  4.  89; 
good.  B  1702;  holy,  B  682;  innocent, 
simple.  A  3404;  poor,  pitiable.  T.  i.  871 ; 
wretched,  A  3896;  hapless,  L.  IS54, 1336. 
A.  S.  s'(Blig. 

Semblable,  adj.  like,  B  2294. 

Semblaunce,  s.  likeness,  R.  425 ;  appear- 
ance. R.  145. 

Sexnblaunt,  s.  appearance,  semblance, 
look,  E  928,  F  516 ;  in  hir  s.,  apparently, 
R.  863. 
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Seme,  v,  appear,  seem,  F  loa:  ger.  m 
seem  (to),  "f.  i.  747 ;  pr.  fl.¥  U».  ft.  s. 
(there)  seemed,  A  3970;  ivifiri.  (11) 
seemed,  A  39,  E  396;  Aim  irmtd,  il 
aeemed  lo  liiem,  they  supposed,  F  56: 
/ir  pepli  simed  ^  il  seemed  to  Ihe 
people,  the  people  supposed,  F  aoi. 

Bamelihade,  1.  seemhness,  (~ 
R.  1130;  gracefulness.  R.  777. 


Semes,  i.  pi. 

Semlcope,  i. half-cope, shoit  cope.Aa63. 
SemlnK.  !.  .-ippeatance,  3.  944 ;  lo  my  s., 

as  il  appears  10  me.  B  1838. 
Semleoun,  i.  half-sound,  1.  e.  suppressed 

Senatone,  I.  senatorial  rank.  B  3.  p  4.93. 
Seaatoiir,  i.  senator,  L.  584. 
Sencer,  1.  censer,  A  3340. 
Senclnge,  prti,  fl,  censing,  perAiming 

with  incense,  A  3341. 
Sendal,  >.  a  thin  silk.  A  440. 
Seode,  v.  send,Bi44:  Senl,/r.  i.  Eiisi^ 

Sende,//.  s.  sem,  A  4136;  Seme.//,  j. 

B3917;  Sendeth,iH^.//sendyc.C6l4; 

Henle,  pt.  i.snt/,  wooltl  send.  B  1091. 
Bene,  ailj,  visible,  manifest,  apparent,  A 

134,  911,  F  645-    A.  H.giiine.  geiyie.  adj. 

evident,  visible. 
Bene, /t'r.  to  behold,  to  see,  L.  1034;  to 

look  at.  L,  3649 :  to  look  on,  D  124^ :  lo 

1,.  S43S' 

SeQare,  ;'.singe,D349:  Seynd,>y. broiled, 

B4035. 
SeDEle,  adj.  single,  unmarried,  E  1667. 
Senlth,  ].  (I)  the  zenith,  A.  i.  18.  4.  aa.  6; 

(a)  Ihe  point  where  a  given  aiimulh- 


Ihe 


3   Ihe 


point  of  sunrise,  A.  ii.  31. 13. 
ilbilltees,  J.  pi.  perceptions,  B   5. 
ni  4.  8. 
Sensible,  adj.  perceptible  by  Ibe  senses. 

Sent,  -e :  see  Sende. 
Sentement,  1.  (eeling,  fancy.  T.  ii.  13: 
susceptibility.  T.  iij.  43 ;  passion,  L.  69. 

Bentence,  I.  meaning,  drift,  E  »BS;  con- 
tents, C  19a;  subject,  B  1753;  opinion, 
B  113.  399»:  decision,  s.  530;  meaning, 
'   ■" -ii,A306.798, 


then 


,   HF.   1 


,  speed 


■,   I    17.    ' 


383;   judgemen 

G  366 :  general  iiieanui);,  ■  50. 
Septemtrioun,  1.  nonh,  B  31357. 
Septentrional,  adj.  northern,  A.  il. 

50:  Septenlrionalis,//.  A.  ii.  40.  36. 


Sepulore,  j.  lomb.  D  408. 

Sepulture,  j.  mode  ol'^burial,  T.  v.  399; 

burial,  L.  2553;  lomb.  A  2854. 
Serchen,  u.  search,  B  3597;  pr.  pi.  go 

about,  haunt,  D  S67. 
Serejrns,  s.pl.  sirens,  R.  684. 
Serreeunt  ot  the  Lawe,  setgeani-al- 

'"      A  309. 


Bermonli^,  ' 
A  3597- 


nent.  A  3091 ;  talk, 

SermoUD,  I.  discourse.  L.aoa5;T.  ii.  965', 

lale.  T.  ii.  1115;  pi.  writings,  B  87. 
Serrage,  1.  servitude,  thraldom,  A  1946. 

8368. 
Servant,],  lover.  A  1814:  servant,  D  1501. 
BervlBable,  adj.  willing  to  serve,  A  99; 

serviceable,  E19111  useful,  E  979. 
Servltotir,  i,  servant,  D  3185. 
Bervitute,  i.  servitude,  E  79S. 
Servyae,  i.  service,  serving,  A  950;  reli- 

l-ious  service.  T.  i.  315;  musical  per- 

Sese,  fr.  s.  tuii.  seize,  5. 4S1 ;  ^.  caught, 

4. 140;  seised,  possessed,  T.  ill.  445. 
BeBOun,  J.season,Fi034;  prime,  B.Jft78. 
Sestow,  seesi  ihou,  T.  iii.  46. 
Sete,  J.  seal,  throne,  B  3715, 1  l6a 
Sete,  -n;  see  Sltte. 
SetewalB,   t,   ledoary,  setwall,  R.  1370, 


.suppose.  T.iL 367;  Ba6Bi:  Selte 
magine  Ihe  case.  6  3041 ;  a/--.//. 
n,T.ii.43i;  Setle,  i /r.  i.  ivj/.  set, 


:.  placed  myself  L.  115;  sttit 


C  aoj;  Sette  hir,  sat,  B  329;  Setle  her 
on  knees,  knelt  down,  B  638;  Selle  hem, 
seated  themselve5,L30l;  C77S^Selten 
hem  adoun,  set  themselves.  G  396;  Set, 
^.  placed,  A  133,2538;  put,  B  440;  let. 
R.  846;  appointed,  4.  5a;  E774;  wholly 
devoted,  6,  100;  teei  nl,  seemly,  3.  BaS; 
set  the  wrighies  cappe  =  made  a  tt>ol  of 
him,  A  3143:  Set,  imp.  1,  iiake  (as  at 
diee).T.  iv.  6aa. 

Beur.  adi.  sure,  B  3643.  9953. 

Beur,  adv.  surely,  T.  iii.  1^3. 

Seurly,  adv.  surely,  B  3913. 
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Seurtee,  s.  surety,  A  1604,  B  243. 
8ewe,  V.  follow,  25.  12;   ensue,   B  2619, 

2692;  //.  s.  pursued,  B  4527. 
Sewes,   s.  pL   lit.  juices,   gravies;    used 

here    for    seasoned    dishes,    delicacies, 

F67. 
Sewlnff,  adj.  conformable,  in  proportion, 

similar,  3.  959.    Lit.  *  following.' 
Sezte,  sixth,  HF.  1727. 
Sexteyn,  s.  sacristan,  B  3216. 
Sey,  I//.  J.  saw,  3.  1089;  Seyn,^.  seen, 

B  172,  624.    See  See. 
Seye,  v.  say,  A  738 ;  to  be  told,  B  706 ;  to 

styn,  A  284 ;  for  to  seye,  to  say,  A  468 ; 

this  is  to  seyn,  A  181 ;  that  is  to  seyn,  A 

797;    Seistow,  sayest  thou,   B  no;    as 

who  seyth,  like  one  who  says,  i.  e.  so  to 

speak,  T.  v.  883 ;  Seggen,  i  pr.pL  say,  V. 

iv.  194 ;  Seydestow,  saidest  thou,  G  334 ; 

Seyd./j^.  B  49;  Seyeth.  imp,  pi.  say  ye, 

A  I 868. 
Seyl,  s.  sail,  A  696,  3532. 
Seyn,  pp.  seen,  B  1863,  4471. 
Seynd,  //.  singed,  i.  e.  broiled,  B  4035. 
Sey nt.  s.  saint,  3. 1319 ;  Seynt  {dissyllabic) , 

A  120,  509.687,  D   1564;   Seynte,  saint 

{or  holy),  A  1721. 
Seyst,   2  pr.  s.  sayest,  B  109;  Seystow, 

2  pr.  s.  sayest  thou,  A  3490. 
Shaar,  j.  a  plough-share,  A  3763. 
Shad,  -de ;  see  Shede. 
Shad  we,  s.  shadow,  B  7,  10;  shade,  3. 

426;  scene,  B  2.  p  3.  89;  Shadowe,  re- 
flection, R.  1529. 
Shadwed,  pp.  shadowed,  shaded.  A  607. 
Shaft,  s.  wooden  part  of  an  arrow,  A 

1362 ;  pi.  shafts  of  spears,  A  2605. 
Shal,  i^r.j.owe,T.  iii.  1649;  owe  (to),T. 

iii.  791;  shall  (do  so),  F  688;  must,  A 

853 ;  am  to  be,  2. 53 ;  am  to  (go),  G  303; 

Shalt,  2  pr,  s.  must  go,  D  1636 ;  Shallow, 

2  pr.  s.  shalt  thou,  A  3575 ;  Shal,  pr.  s. 

shall  be,  T.  v.  833;   is  to  be,   HF.  82; 

must,  is  to,  A  187;  must  (come),  T.  iv. 

1106;  will, L.  1276;  must  (do so), R. 387; 

owes,   F  750;    Sholde,  i  pt.  s.  should, 

B  56;  ought  (to  have  done  so),  3. 1200; 

Sholdestow,    shouldst    thou,     10.    60; 

wouldst  thou,  D   1944;    Sholde,  //.    s, 

should,  A  184 ;  ought  to.  B  44 ;  had  to, 

E  515 ;  was  to,  B  3891 ;  would,  B  3627 ; 

Shul,   I  pr.  pi,   must,  have  to,  B  «i ; 

must,  B  1900;  Shullen,  2  pr,  pi.  shall, 

B  4652;  Shullen. /r.^/.  must,  A  3014. 
Shale,  jr.  shell.  HF.  1281. 
Shalmyes, //.  shawms.  HF.  1218. 
Shame,  s.  A  503;  Shame  of  his  dejEjree, 

i.  e.  lest  it  should  shame  his  condition 


(as  husband),    F    752;    Shames   deth, 

shameful  death.  B  8iq,  E  2377. 
Shaxnen,  v.  put  to  shame,  F  1565 ;  tkee 

shameth,     it     shames     thee,    thou    art 

ashamed.  B  loi. 
Shamfast,  adj.  modest,  shy,  A  2055.  C  55 ; 

shame-faced,  ashamed,  R.  467. 
Shamfastnesse,^.  modesty, A 840;  sense 

of  shame,  1  985. 
Shap,  s.  A  1889;  privy  member,  I  423. 
Shapen,  v.  plan,  devise,  A  3403;    find 

means  (to  do),  A  809;  pr.  s.  intends,  L. 

1289:    Shape. /r.  //.  dispose,   B   29^; 

Shapen  hem.  intend,  F  214:  Sh66p,  //. 

s.  befel,  T.  ii.  61 ;  devised,  planned,  T.  i. 

207;  made,  gave,  L.  2569;  prepared  for, 

E  198 ;  plotted,  B  2543 ;  created.  E  903 ; 

contrived,  E  946;  Snoop  me,  1  pt.  s.  rejt. 

addressed  myself,  2.  20;   prepared   my- 
self. L.  180;  Shoop  him,  pt.  s.  rejl.  got 

ready.    L.    625;    determined,    F     809; 

Shopen,  pt.  pi.  made    ready,   B  2995; 

Shapen.  //.  determined,   A  1108;  des- 
tined, A  1392;  shaped.  L.  20x4 ;  planned, 

B  951;   prepared,  B  249;   appointed,  B 

253;  disposed  (themselves),  B  142;  built. 

7-  357;  cut  out,  T.  iii.  734;  Shape,  pp. 

destined,  ordained,  A  1225 ;  allotted,  T. 

ii.  282;  created,  B  3099;   imp,  pi.  re/t. 

dispose  yourself.  B  2307. 
Shaply,  adj.  fit,  A  372;  likely,  T.  iv.  1452. 
Sharpe,  adv.  sharply,  B  2073. 
Shave,  v.  shave,  A  3326;  Shaven,//,  cut 

smooth,  R.  941 ;  Shave,  pp.  shaven,  A  588. 
Shaving,  s.  a  thin  slice.  G  1239. 
Shawe,  s,  wood,  A  4367,  D  1386. 
She,  she,  A  446;  She  . . .  she,  one  woRian 

and  another,  T.  ii.  1747. 
She-ape,  s.  female  ape,  I  424. 
Shedeth,  pr.  s.  sheds,  I  577 ;  Shedde.//.  s. 

shed,  B  3447 ;  Shadde,  pt,  s.  p>oured,  B 

3921 ;  Shad,/^.  distributed,  B  i.  m  i.  18. 
Sheef,  s.  sheaf,  A  104;  Sheves,  //.   HF. 

2140. 
Sheep,  i.  a  sheep,  A  506 ;  a  meek  person, 

D4J2. 
Sheld,    jr.    shield,  A   2122;    //.   French 

crowns   (coins  worth   y.  ^a.),  A   278; 

Sheeld.//.  B  1521. 
Shelde,  pr.  s.  snbj.  may  he  shield,  HF.  88. 
Shende,  v.  disgrace,  T.  iv.  1577 ;  ruin.  B 

927;    render  contemptible,    T,   v.   893; 

reproach,  T.  v.  1060;  destroy,  HF.  1016; 

Shcnt,/>r.  J.  ruins,  I  848;  defiles.  I  854; 

Shente,  pt,  s.  harmed,  injured.  B  4031 ; 

Shente,  pt.  s.  subj.  should  destroy,  T.  iu 

J 57 :  Shent,  pp.  spoilt,  T.  ii.  37 ;  defeated, 
^  652;  scolded,  B  1731. 
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Shendshlpe,  s.  shame,  I  273. 

Shene,  aJJ.  bright,  A  115 ;  glistening,  R. 
127;  fair,  E  2528;  beautihil,  B  692,  F 
1045.     A.  S.  scene,  scyne, 

Shene,  adv.  brightly.  4.  87. 

Shepe,  s.  hire,  I  568.    See  Shlpe. 

Shepne,  s.  stable,  shed,  A  2000.  A.S. 
scypen.    See  Shipnes. 

Shere,  s.  pair  of  shears,  A  2417. 

Shere,  ger.  to  shear,  cut,  B  3257. 

Sheringr-hokes,  //.  shearing-hooks,  con- 
trivances for  severing  ropes  in  a  sea- 
fight,  L.  641. 

Sherte,  5.  shirt,  A  1566 ;  chemise,  T.  iv. 
96. 

Shet,  pp.  of  Shettc. 

Shete,  s.  sheet,  G  879 ;  //.  A  4140. 

Sheten,  v.  shoot,  I  714;  Sheteth,  pr.  s. 
shoots,  R.  960. 

Sheter,  s.  as  adj.  fit  for  shooting  (lit. 
shooter),  5.  180. 

Shethe,  s.  sheath,  R.  2066. 

Shette,  V.  shut,  enclose,  T.  iii.  1549; 
shut,  close,  D  1141 ;  Shette,//.  s.  shut, 
A  3499;  closed,  fastened  up,  F.  ii.  1090; 
Shetten,  pt.  pi.  shut  up,  enclosed,  T.  i. 
148 ;  Shet,  pp.  shut,  R.  529. 

Sheves,  pL  sheaves,  HF.  2140. 

She weth,  pr.  s.  pretends,  appears,  B  2386 ; 
appears  as,  is  shewn,  A.  i.  7.  9. 

Shifbe,  V.  provide,  distribute,  ordain,  D 
104 ;  assign,  G  278. 

Shilde,  pr.  s.  subu  shield,  T.  ii.  1019; 
defend,  B  2098;  forbid,  A  3427. 

Shimeringr,  s.  glimmer,  A  4297. 

Shine,  s.  shin,  A  386. 

Shined,  pi.  s.  shone,  L.  219.^. 

Ship,  s.  I.  16;  Shipe,  dat.  (mto  the)  ship, 
(into  the)  ark,  A  3540. 

Snipe,  s.  hire,  pay,  reward,  7.  193;  Shepe, 
hire,  I  568.    A.  S.  scipe,  stipendium. 

Shipman,  s.  sailor,  skipper,  A  388. 

Shipnes,  pi.  stables,  sheds,  D  871.  See 
Shepne. 

Shirreve,  s.  sheriff,  A  359.  Lit.  '  shire- 
reeve.' 

Shiten,/^.  defiled,  dirty,  A  504. 

Shitting*,  s.  shutting,  R.  1598. 

Shivere,  s.  thin  slice,  D  1840. 

Shiveren,  pr.  pi.  break,  A  2605. 

Sho,  shoe,  A  253. 

Shod,  pp.  provided  with  shoes,  HF.  98. 

Shode,  s.  parting  of  the  hair,  A  3316;  the 
temple  of  the  head,  A  2007. 

Shof,  pt.  s.  pushed,  T.  iii.  487. 

Shoken.  tt.  pi.  shook,  R.  3^. 

Sholder-bone,  s.  shoulder-blade-bone,  C 
350. 


Shonde,  s.  disgrace,  HF.  88 ;  B  2098. 
Shoo,  s.  shoe,  D  492 ;  Shoos,  //.  A  457 ; 

Shoon,//.  B  1922. 
Shoof,  pt.  s.  I  /.  shoved,  pushed,  R.  534; 

pt.  s.  drove,  L.  2412. 
Shoon  (sh66n),//.  0/  Shoo. 
Shoon  (sh66n),//.  s.  <>/Shyne. 
Shorn,  pp.  shaven,  B  3142. 
Shorte,  v.  shorten,  D    1261 ;    to  shorte 

with  your  weye^  to  shorten    your  way 

with,  A  791. 
Shortly,  adv.  briefly,  A  30. 
Short-Bholdred,  adj.  short  in  the  upper 

arm,  A  549. 
Shot,  %.  a  missile,  B  4539:  arrow,  A  2544. 
Shot-windowe,  s.  a  window  containing 

a  square  division  which  opens    on    a 

hinge,  A  3358,  3695. 
Shour,  s.  shower,  T.  iv.  751 ;  onset,  con- 
flict, T.  iv.  47;  pi.  assaults,  T.  i.  470. 

Cf.  E.  *  a  shower  of  darts.' 
ShowvlnsTt  -r*  shoving,  pushing,  H  53. 
Shredde,  //.  s.  shred,  cut,  £  227. 
Shrewe,  s.  scoundrel,  accursed  wretch, 

D  284 ;  shrew,  peevish  woman,  E  1222, 

2428;  planet  having  an  evil  influence, 

A  ii.  4.  54 ;  evil  one,  G  917. 
Shrewe,  adj.  evil,  wicked,  G  995. 
Shrewe,  i  pr.  s.  beshrew,  curse,  B  4616. 
Shrewed,  adj.  evil,  wicked,  bad,  L  1545 ; 

accursed,  D  54. 
Shrewedly,  adv.  cursedly,  D  3238. 
Shrewednease,  s.  wickedness,  evil,  B 

2721 ;  cursedness,  D  734 ;  //.  evil  deeds, 

Shrifte-fadres,  //.  fi^ther-confessors.  D 

1442. 
Shrisrhte,  //.  s.  shrieked,  A  2817 ;  pp.  T. 

V.  32a 
Shrimpes,  pi.  small   creatures,  dwar£s, 

B  3145. 

Shroud,  s.  robe,  R.  64. 

Shrouded,  pp.  clad,  R.  55. 

Shryked,  pt.  pi.  shrieked.  B  4590. 

ShrykingTt  -f.  shrieking.  T.  v.  382. 

Shrsmed,  pp.  enshrined,  C  955 ;  canon- 
ised (ironically),  21. 15. 

Shry  ve,  ger.  to  confess,  I  129. 

Shulder-boon,  s.  blade-bone,  I  603. 

Shuldres,  //.  shoulders,  R.  328. 

ShuU,  Shullen,  Shulde ;  see  Shal. 

Shjnie,  ger.  to  shine,  la  62 ;  Shddn,  strong 
pt.  s.  shone.  A  198 ;  Shynede.  weakpt.  s. 
shone.  L.  1119;  Shined,  L.  2194. 

Sib,  adj.  related,  akin.  B  3565. 

Sicamour,  s.  sycamore,  HF.  1378. 

Sicer,  s.  strong  drink,  B  3245. 

Si£rh,  I//,  s.  saw,  R.  818. 
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Sigrbte,  pt.  s.  of  Syke. 
Sigrnet,  J.  signet-ring,  T.  ii.  1087. 
SiGrnifl&unce,  s.  signification.    R.  995: 

significance,  HF.  17;  prediction,  R.  16. 
Sij^ificavit,  a   writ  of  excommunication, 

A  662. 
Sik,  adj.  sick,  ill,  A  1600. 
Siker,  adj,  sure,  A  3049,  B  4353;   safe, 

G  864;    certain,  G'  1047;   sure,  steady, 

D  2069;  in  security,  17.  a8. 
Siker,  adv.  uninterruptedly,  T.  iii.  1237; 

surely,  T.  ii.  991. 
Sikered,  pp.  assured,  L.  2128. 
Sikerer,  adj.  surer,  more  to  be  trusted, 

B4043. 
Sikerly,  adv.  certainly,  surely,  truly,  A 

137- 
Sikernesse,    s.    security,    safety,    confi- 
dence, B  425;   state  of  security,  T.  ii. 

773- 
Sikly,  adv.  ill,  with  ill  will,  E  625. 

Silver,  j.  money,  A  232,  713. 

Silver,  adj.  silvery,  A  1496. 

Sixnilituae,  s.  comparison;    hence,  pro- 

f>osition,  statement,  G  431 ;    sympathy, 
ikeness,  F  480 ;  one  like  himself,  A  3228. 
Simphonye,  s.  a  kind  of  tabor,  B  2005. 
Simple,  adj.  modest,  R.  1014:  innocent, 

3.  861. 
Siinplesse,  s.  Simplicity   (personified). 

R-954. 
Sin,  conj.  and  adv.  since,  4.  273. 

Sing'e,  V.  sing,  A  236 ;  Singestow.  singest 
thou.  H  244;  Song.  I//.  J.  sang,  3. 1158 ; 
Songe,  2  pt.  5.  didst  sing,  H  294 ;  Song, 
pt.  s.  A  1055 ;  Songen,  //.  pL  sang,  F  55 ; 
Songe,  //.  J.  iubj,  were  to  sing,  3.  929 ; 
Songen,  pp.  sung,  T.  v.  645 ;  Songe,  pp. 
A  266 ;  recited,  T.  v.  1797. 

Singrularitees,  s.  pi.  separate  parts,  par- 
ticulars. B  5.  m  3.  4^. 

Singruler,  adj.  particular,  B  2.  p  7.  64; 
single,  I  300;  a  single,  G  997;  private, 
B  2625 ;  singular  pro/yte,  special  advan- 
tage. HF.  310. 

Singrulerly,  adv.  singly,  B  4.  p.  6.  77. 

Sinne,  s.  sin,  A  561. 

Sinwes,  s.  pi.  sinews,  I  690. 

Sippe,  v.  sip,  taste,  D  176. 

Sire,  sir,  my  master,  A  355;  Sires,  gen. 
sire's,  father's,  i.  e.  Saturn's,  £  2265. 

SiB  cink,  i.  e.  six-five,  a  throw  with  two 
dice.  B  125. 

Sisoures,^/.  scissors.  HF.  690. 

Sit, pr.  s.  sits;  see  Sitte. 

Site,  s.  situation,  HF.  1114;  E  199. 

Sith,  conj.  since,  A  930;  Sith  that,  since, 
F  930,  H  lao. 


Sith,  adv.  afterwards,  C  869;  then,  L^ 
302. 

Sithen,  conj.  since,  B  2947;  Sithen  that, 
since.  A  2102. 

Sithen,  adv.  since,  ago,  A  1521 ;  since 
then.  R.  164 1 ;  since,  T.  iii.  244;  after- 
wards, A  2617  '•  then,  next,  L.  304 ;  g^on 
s.  a  greet  whyl,  a  great  while  ago,  L. 
427 ;  gon  s.  longe  whyle,  long  ago,  T.  i. 
718. 

Sithes,  pi.  times,  A.  ii.  43.  9. 

Sitte,  V.  sit,  A  94 ;  Sit,  pr.  s.  sits,  dwells, 
A  1599.  3641 ;  befits,  suits,  B  1353 ;  is 
fitting,  T.  i.  246;  yvel  it  sit,  it  is  un- 
becoming. E460;  Sat,  //.  s.  sat,  A  469; 
aflfected.  T.  iv.  231;  suited,  L.  1735: 
became,  R.  750;  sat  on  knees,  knelt,  3. 
106 ;  hit  sat  me  sore,  it  was  very  painful 
for  me,  3.  1220;  T.  iii.  240;  Sect,  //.  s, 
sat  (false  form,  due  to  pi.  seten),  A  2075  • 
Seten.  pt.  pi.  sat.  A  2893:  Sete,  pt.  s, 
subj.  would  befit,  T.  i.  985,  ii.  117 ;  were 
to  sit.  3.  436 ;  was  sitting,  3.  501 ;  S^ten. 
pp.  sat.  D  420 :  divclt,  A  1452 ;  welsitting'e, 
well  suited,  R.  986. 

Sittingest,  sup.  adj.  most  fitting.  5.  551. 

Sive,  J.  sieve.  G  94a 

Sizte,  sixth,  D  45,  F  906. 

Skant,  adj.  scanty,  sparing,  niggardly,  x. 

175- 
Skarmiah,  s.  skirmish,  T.  ii.  611. 

Skars,  adj.  scarce,  9.  36. 

Skathe,  s.  harm,  T.  iv.  207. 

Skile,  s.  reason,  cause.  HF.  726;  gret  si., 

food  reason,  E  1152;  reasonable  claim, 
'•  139a;  //.  reasons,  arguments,  HF. 
867. 

Skilful,  adj.  reasonable,  L.  385 ;  discern- 
ing, B  1038. 

Skilfully,  adv.  reasonably,  with  reason, 
G  q2o ;  particularly,  4.  155. 

Skilingre,  s.  reason,  B  4.  p  6. 155. 

Skinketh,  //.  s.  pours  out,  E  172a. 

Skippe,  ger.  to  skip,  jump,  T.  i.  ai8; 
V.  dance,  A  325^;  leap,  E  167a;  pass 
over,  L.  622 ;  Skipte,  pt.  s.  leapt,  F  1402. 

Skulle,  s.  skull,  A  3935, 4306. 

Skye,  s.  cloud,  HF.  1600. 

Slake,  V.  assuage,  R.  317 ;  slacken,  abate, 
F  841;  desist  (from),  £  705;  cease, 
E  137;  end,  £  802;  Slake  oComit,  L. 
619 ;  Slake, /r.  s,  subj.  grow  slack,  wane, 
T.  ii.  291 ;  Slakede.  pt.  s.  subj.  should 
relax.  B  2.  m  8.  18. 

Slakke,  adj.  slow,  A  2901;  de/.  slack, 
E  1849. 

Slakker,  adj.  pi.  slacker,  more  tardy, 
B  1603. 
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Sledes,  s.  pi.  sledges,  vehicles,  B  4.  p  i. 

fS.    Plots/cd. 
Slee,  V.  A  661 ;  S\een,^er.  to  slay,  A  1222 ; 

Slee,  I  /r.  s.  as  fut.  shall  slay,  B  2002 ; 

Sleeth,/r.  5.  slays,  A  11 18;  Slowe,  2  pt. 

s.  didst  slay,  T.  iv.  506;    Slow,  //.  s. 

slew,    B   627;     extinguished,    B   3922; 

Slough,  ff,  s,  7.  56;   Slawe, /^.  slain, 

A  943 :   Slawen,  //.  E  544 ;   Slayn,  pp. 

slain,  A  63. 
Sleep,  //.  J.  0/  Slepe. 
Sleere,  s.  slayer,  A  2005. 
Sleet,  s.  sleet.  L.  1220;  F  125a 
Sleigh,  adj.  sly,  artful,  A  3201. 
Sleigrhly,  adv.  cunningly,  T.  v.  83. 
Sleigrlite,  s.  trickery,  T.  iv.  1459;  trick, 

B  2386;  sleight,  T.  ii.  1512;  contrivance, 

E  1 102;  pIan,E2i3i;  dexterity.  A  1948; 

cunning.  L.  1^82 ;  skill,  G  867 ;  pL  plans, 

T.  iv.  145 1 ;  devices,  tricks,  E  2421. 
Siely,  adv.  slily,  i.  e.  skilfullv,  A.  ii.  29.  20. 
Slepe,  s.  sleep,  F  347 ;  on  stepe,  asleep,  L. 

209. 
Slepe,  V.  sleep,  3.  3 ;  Slepestow,  sleepest 

thou,  A  4169;  Sleep,  i  ^/.  i.  slept,  HF. 

119;  Sleep,  pt.  J.  A  98 ;  Slepte,  -weak  pt. 

s.  E  224 ,  Slepo,  pt.  pi.  3.  166,  177. 
Slepiner,  -f.  sleep.  B  4202. 
Sleping-tyme,  s.  time  to  sleep,  6.  54. 
Slepy,  adj.  sleep-bestowing.  A  1387. 
Slewthe,  s.  sloth,  I  388. 
Sleye,//.  sly,  subtle,  T.  iv.  972. 
Sleyly,  adv,  slily,  T.  ii.  1185;  subtly,  T. 

ii.  462. 
Slider,  adj.  slippery,  A  1264. 
Slig'hte,  s.  sleight,  cunning.  C  131. 
Slike.  adj.  sleek.  R.  542. 
Slingre-stones,  pi.  stones  from  a  sling, 

T.  ii.  941. 
Slinke.  ,^ef.  to  slink,  T.  iii.  1535. 
Slippe,  f.  slip.  L.  623. 
Slit./Jr.  J.  <ysiyde. 
Slitten,  7'.  pierce.  F  1260. 
Slivere,  s.  a  slice,  portion,  T.  iii.  1013. 
Slo,  J.  slo<*.  R.  928 ;  Sloo.  A  3246. 
Slog-ardye,  s.  sluggishness,  sloth,  lazi- 

nt^ss.  A  1042. 
Slombrestow.  slumberest  thou,  T.  i.  73a 
Slombry,  adj.  sleepy.  I  724. 
Slomerinere,  j.  slumber.  T.  ii.  67. 
Slong-,  pt.  s.  threw,  flung.  H  306.    Pt.  t 

of  siinj^gn. 
Sloo,  J.  sloe.  A  -3246 ;  Slo,  R.  928. 
Sloppes,  s.  pi,  foose  garments,  I  422. 
Sloug"!!,  s.  slough,  mire.  H  64. 
Slougrh,  pt.  s.  slew,  A  980 ;  see  Slee. 
Slouthe,  J.  sloth.  T.  ii.  959. 
Slow,  s.  slough,  D  1565 ;  Slough,  H  64. 


Slow.  pt.  s.  of  Slee. 

Slowh,  //.  s.  slew,  B  4.  m  7.  43. 

SlusTflry,  adj.  sluggish.  I  706. 

Sluttish,  adj.  slovenly,  G  636. 

Sly,  adj.  L.  1369:  sly  (one),  A  3040;  Slye, 

def.  cunning,  crafty,  7. 48 ;  skilnil,  F  672 ; 

ft.  artftUly  contrived,  F  230. 
Slyde,  V.  slide,  T.  v.  351 ;  pass,  go  away, 

E  82,  F  924 :   Slit,  pr.  s.  passes  away.  q. 

3;  G  682;    Slydinge,  pres.  pt.  as  adj. 

moving,  i.  e.  unstable,  T.  v.  825. 
Slyk  {.for  Slyke?),  adj.  sleek,  D  351. 
Slyk,  adj.  such  (Northern),  A  4130, 4170. 
Slyly,  adv.  sagaciously,  A  1444. 
SmaJ,  adj.  small,  A  153;  a  ima/,  a  little, 

6.  113. 
Sznal,  adv.  little,  D  592;   but  smal,  but 

little,  F  71;  high  (of  musical  notes),  12. 

II. 
Smalish,  adj.  smallish,  R.  826. 
Smart,  adj.  brisk  (said  of  a  Are).  G  768. 
Smatre,  pr.  pi.  r^jl.  taste  slightly,  I  857. 
Smert,  adj.  smart,  quick,  R.  831 ;  brisk, 

G  768 ;  //.  painful,  3.  507. 
Smerte,  s.  pain,  smart,  F  480,  856,  974; 

anguish,  A  3813. 
Smerte,  adv.  smartly,  sharply,  A  149; 

sorely,  E  629. 
Smerte,  ^er.  to  smart,  L.  502 ;  Smert,  pr. 

s.  pains  (me),  1. 152;  Smerte, />r.  s.subj. 

(it)   may  pain,  A  1394;    Smerte,  pt.  s. 

felt  pain,  T.  ii.  930;  Smerte,  pt.  s.  subj. 

itnpers.  (it)  might  give  pain  to,  A  230. 
Smit.  -en ;  see  Smyte. 
Smithed,  pt.  s.  forged,  A  3762. 
Smitted,  pp.  smutted,  i.  e.  besmirched, 

sullied  with  dishonour,  T.  v.  1545. 
Smokiner,  pf^s-  pt.  reeking  with  incense 

or  prrfume.  A  2281. 
Smokless.  adj.  without  a  smock.  E  875. 
Smoky,  adj.  smoke-like,  T.  iii.  628. 
Smoot,  ft.  s.  of  Smyte. 
Smoterliche,  adj.  smirched  in  reputa- 
tion. A  3963. 
Smothe,  adj.  smooth,  A  690. 
Smothe,  adv.  smoothly,  A  676. 
Smyler,  j.  smiler,  flatterer,  A  1999. 
Smyte,  v.  strike,  A   1220;    Smyten  of, 

smite    off,    L.    1817;    Smyteth,   pr.    s. 

knocks,   L.   Q93;    Smit,  pr.   s.    smites, 

E  122;  Smdot,  pt.  s.  smote,  struck,  A 

149:  Sm'iten,  pp.  struck,  T.  ii.  1145. 
Snewed,  pt.  s.  abounded,  A  345. 
Snibben,  v.  reprove,  chide,  lit.  'snub,' 

A  523 ;  pp.  reprimanded,  A  4401. 
Snorteth,  pr.  s.  snorts,  A  4163 ;  pt.  s.  was 

drawn  together  (as  in  sniffing),  R.  157. 
Snow,  s.  R.  558;   argent   (in  heraldry) 
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white,   B    3573;   //.   snow-storms,   HF. 

967. 
Sno'wish,  adj.  snowy,  white,  T.  iii.  1250. 
So,  adv,  so,  A  102 ;  such,  B  2205 ;  in  such 

a  way,  such,  T.  iii.  1579 ;  so,  i.  e.  pray 

(with  verb  in  subj.  mood),  T.  iii.  1470; 

So  as,  as  well  as,  as  far  as,  4.  161;  so 

have  I  Joye,  as  I  hope  to  have  bliss,  3. 

1065. 
So,  conj.  provided  that,  L.  1319;   So  as, 

whereas,  B  4.  p  3.  40 ;  So  that,  provided 

that,  C  186. 
Sobrely,  adv.  gravely,  F  1585;  Soberly, 

sadly,  with  a  melancholy  look,  A  289. 
Sobrenesse,  j.  sobriety,!  834. 
Socour,  succour,  help,  A  918,  F  1357 ;  do 

yaw  s.,  help  you,  4.  292. 
Socouren,  v.  aid,  T.  iii.  1264. 
Socours,  s.  help,  L.  1341. 
Soden,  />/>.  sodden,  boiled,  I  900. 
Sodein,  ady.  prompt,  forward,  T.  v.  1024. 
Sodeinly,  adv.  suddenly,  F  1015. 
Softe,  adj.  soft,  A    153;   gentle,  slow,  B 

309;  mild,  D  1412. 
Softe,  adv.  softly,  A  2781 ;  gently,  C  252 ; 

tenderly,  B  275 ;  timidly,  3.  1212. 
Softely,  adv.  softly,  F  636;   quietly,  G 

408 ;  in  a  low  tone,  L.  21^. 
Softneth,  ^.  s.  assuages,  L.  50. 
Sojoume,  v.  dwell,  T.  v.  1350 ;   tarry,  R. 

381;  remain,  D  987. 
Soken,  s.  toll,  A  3987.    A.  S.  soch. 
Sokingrly,  adv.  gradually,  B  2766.    '  So- 

^y"gJy.    ^^^^    ^''^^    esyly';     Prompt. 

Parv. 
Sol,  Sol  (the  sun),  G  826. 
Solas,  s,  amusement,  A  798;    solace,  I 

206;  comfort,  F  802;  consolation,  T.  ii. 

460;  relief,  B  1972;  diversion,  B  1904; 

pleasure,  B  3964;   playfulness,  R.  844; 

jov.  T.  i.  31 ;  case,  L.  1966. 
Solde,  pt.  s.  of  Selle. 
Solempne,  adj.  festive,  grand,  E  X125; 

cheerful,    A    209;     important,    A    364; 

illustrious,  B  387;  superb,  F  61 ;  public, 

I  102. 
Solempnely,     adv.     pompously,    with 

pomp,  A  274. 
Solempnitee,  s.  pomp,  A  870;  outward 

show,  C  244 :  due  ceremony,  E  1709. 
Soleyn,  adj.  sole,  solitary,  3.  982;    un- 

mated,  5.  607,  614. 
Solsticloun,  s.  the  solstice,  or  point  of 

the  ecliptic  most  remote  from  the  equa- 
tor, A.  i.  17.  9. 
Som  (sum),  indcf.  pron,  sonic,  A  640.  B 

1 182;  one,  a  certain  man,  G  922;  one, 

3.  305;  another,  5.  476;  som  shrewe  is. 


some  one  (at  least)  is  wicked,  G  995: 

Som  . . .  som,  one  . . .  another,  A  3031 ; 

Somme,  p/.  some,   B   2139;    some   (of 

them),  L.  1050. 
Somdel,  adv.  somewhat,  B  401 1 ;  a  little, 

L.  1 183;  in  some  measure.  A  391 1. 
Somer,    s.    summer,    A    394;    Someres 

game,  summer-game,  athletic  exhibition, 

D648. 
Somer-sesoun,  s.  spring,  early  summer, 

H  3  P  8.  43- 

Somme,  //.  some,  T.  iv.  995 ;  see  Som. 

Somme,  s.  sum,  F  1220;  chief  point, 
upshot,  L.  1559;  //.  sums  of  money, 
B  1407,  G  675. 

Somne,  v. ;  see  Sompne. 

Somnour,  s.  summoner,  apparitor,  an 
officer  who  summoned  delinquents  be- 
fore the  ecclesiastical  courts,  A  543. 

Somonce,  s.  summons,  D  1586. 

Sompne,  v,  summon,  D  1577;  Somne.  v. 

^  t)  1347. 

Sompnolence,  s.  somnolence,  I  706. 

Somtyme,  adv.  once,  A  65,  85;  some- 
times, B  1667;  some  day,  B  no. 

Sond,  s.  sand,  B  509,  4457. 

Sonde,  s.  message,  B  388.  1049;  sending, 
I  625;  gifts,  B  1049;  visitation,  B  760, 
826;  trial,  B  902;  message  {or  messen- 
ger), G  525. 

Sonded,  pp.  sanded,  T.  ii.  822. 

Sondry,  ad;',  various,  A  14,  25. 

Sone  (suna),  s.  son,  A  79,  336. 

Sone,  adv.  soon,  A  1022;  sp>eedily,  D  1264. 

Sone-ln-lawe,  s.  son-in-law,  E  315. 

Sonest,  adv.  super  I.  soonest,  B  3716. 

Songr,  -e,  -en ;  see  Singre. 

Sonne,  j.  sun,  A  7,  30. 

Sonne-beem,  s.  sunbeam,  D  868. 

Sonnish,  adj.  sun-like,  golden,  T.  iv.  736, 
816. 

Soor,  s.  sore,  wound,  A  1454. 

Soor,  adj.  wounded,  grieved,  A  9695; 
sore,  F  1571 ;  sad,  T.  v.  639. 

Soot,  J.  soot,  an  emblem  of  bitterness,  T. 
iii.  1194. 

Sooth,  adj.  true,  I^  14 ;  as  adv,  truly,  C 
636. 

Sooth,  s.  truth,  A  284;  Sothe,  G  66a; 
Sothe,  dat.  B  1939. 

Soothfastnesse,  s.  truth,  B  4518. 

Soothly,  adv.  truly,  A  117. 

Sooty,  adj.  begrimed  with  soot,  B  4023. 

Sop,  5.  sop  (of  toasted  bread),  E  1843; 
Sop  in  wyn,  wine  with  bread  soaked  m 
it.  A  334. 

Soper,  s.  supper,  A  348;  Sopeer,  F  1189. 

Sophistrye,  s.  evil  cunning,  L.  137. 
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Sophyme,  s.  a  sophism,  trick  of  logic,  £ 

5 ;  />/.  deceits,  F  554. 
Sore,  adv.  sorely,  A  148 ;  dor  so  sore,  bore 

so  ill,  E  85. 
Sore,  x'^r.  to  soar,  HF.  531;  to  mount 

aloft,  F  123. 
Sorer,  ttdv.  more  sorely,  L.  502. 
Sorest,  adv.  most  sorely,  5.  404. 
Sormounte,  ^^rr.  to  surpass,  R.  667 ;  //•. 

s.  rises  above,  T,  iii,  1038. 
Sort,  s.  lot,  T.  ii.  1754;  destiny,  chance, 

A  844 ;   kind,  A  4381 ;  divination,  T.  i. 

76. 
Sorted,//,  s.  allotted,  T.  v.  1827. 
Sorwe,  s.  sorrow,  grief,  A  951 ;   mourn- 
ing, B  2171;   sympathy,  compassion,  F 

422 ;  with  sorwe,  with  ill  luck  to  you,  D 

308. 
SorwestOTV,  thou  sorrowest,  B  i.  p  6. 

80 ;  pr.  s.  I  85 ;  pr.  pi.  A  2824. 
Sorwef ul,  adj.  sorrowful,  L.  1832. 
Sorwefulleste,  adj.  most  sorrowful,  E 

209§. 

SorwefuUy,  adv.  sadly,  A  2978. 

Sorwingr,  s.  sorrow,  3.  606. 

Sory,  adj.  sorrowful,  mournful,  A  2004, 

2010:  sad,  B  2899;  unlucky,  B  1949;  ill. 

C  876 ;  miserable,  H  55. 
Sory,  adv.  sorely,  B  2.  p  4.  100. 
Soster,  s.  sister,  A  3486. 
Sote,  adj.  sweet,  A  1,  B  2348. 
Sote,  adv.  sweetly,  L.  2612. 
Sotel,  adj.  subtle,  cunning,  18.  43. 
Soteltee,  subtlety,  skill,  18.  77. 
Soth.  adj.  true,  B  169;  Sooth,  L.  14. 
Sothe.  s.  truth,  A  845.    See  Sooth. 
Bother,  adj.  comp.  truer,  G  214. 
SothfGkstnesse,  s.  truth,  B  2365;    cer- 
tainty, I  380. 
Sothly,  adv.  verily,  soothly,  A.  pr.  23. 
Soth-eawe,   s.  true  saying,  truth,  HF. 

2089;  pi.  HF.  676. 
Sotil,  adj.  subtle,  cunning,  L.  1556,  2559 ; 

subtly  woven,  A  1054 ;  thin,  A  2030. 
Sotilly,  adv.  skilfully,  R.  11 19;  cleverly, 

R.  772. 
Sotted,  adj.  besotted,  befooled,  G  134 1. 
Souded,  pp.  confirmed,  B  1769. 
Soug-ht,  -e ;  sec  Seke. 
Souke,  ger.  to  suck,  A  4157 ;  to  embezzle, 

A  4416 ;  pp.  been  at  the  breast,  E  450. 
Soul,  adj.  sole,  single,  E  9080. 
Soule,  s.  soul,  A  656,  781. 
Soulfre,  J.  sulphur,  HF.  1508. 
Soun,  s.  sound,  musical  sound,  A  674.  E 

271 ;  vaunt,  L.  267 ;  pi.  sounds,  A  2512. 
Sound,  adj.  unhurt,  L.  1619 ;  //.  in  strong 

health,  T.  iii.  1526. 


Sounds,  ^^r.  to  heal,  make  sound,  7. 242 ; 
v.  heal,  R.  966. 

Soune,  ger.  to  sound,  to  utter,  T.  ii.  573 ; 
imitate  in  sound,  speak  alike,  F  105; 
Sounen,  v.  sound,  htnce^  tend,  redound. 
T.  i.  X036;  Souneth,  pr,  s,  tends  (to- 
wards),  relates  (to),  T.  iii.  1414;  is  con- 
sonant (with),  B  3157;  makes  (for),  H 
19s :  Sounen,  pr.  pi.  tend,  I  1068 ;  pi.  s. 
inclined,  T.  iv.  1676 ;  prgs.  pt.  accordant 
with,  in  agreement  with,  A  275;  Soun- 
inge  in,  tending  to,  A  307. 

Souned ;  beste  s.,  best-sounding,  T.  ii.  1031. 

Soupe,  V.  sup,  T.  ii.  944. 

Souper,  s.  supper,  T.  ii.  947. 

Souple,  adj.  pliant,  A  203. 

Sourdeth,  pr.  s.  arises.  I  475. 

Soure,  adi.  bitter,  cruel,  B  i.  p  4.  88. 

Soure,  adv.  sourly,  bitterly,  B  2012. 

Soures,  s.  pi.  sorrels,  bucks  of  the  third 
year,  3.  429. 

Sourmounteth,  pr.  s.  surmounts,  rises 
above,  T.  iii.  1038. 

Sours,  s.  source,  origin,  T.  v.  1591 ;  E  49 ; 
a  springing  aloi^,  HF.  544;  swift  up- 
ward flight,  D  1938, 1941. 

Soutsr,  s.  cobbler.  A  3904. 

SoutUtee,  s.  device,  D  576. 

Souvenance,  s.  remembrance,  a±.  14. 

Soveraynetee,  s.  sovereignty,  E  114,  F 
751 ;  supremacy,  D  818. 

Sovereyn,  adj.  supreme,  very  high,  A  67 ; 
chief,  B  3339 ;  sovereign,  D  X048 ;  supe- 
rior. A.  ii.  28.  39  (a  technical  term, 
applied  to  the  western  signs  of  the 
zodiac)  ;  as  s.  lord.  i.  69;  master,  G  590; 
Sovereyne,  /em.  5.  422 ;  Sovcreyns,  pi. 
superiors,  I  392,  402. 

Sovereynly,  adv.  royally,  B  2462 ;  chiefly, 

B  4553- 
Sovereyntss,  s.  supremacy,  D  1038. 

Sowdan,  s.  sultan,  B  177. 

Sowdanesse,  s.  sultaness.  B  358. 

Sows,  V.  sew  up,  T.  ii.  1201,  1204;  pp. 
sewn,  A  685. 

Sowen,  V.  sow,  B  1182;  Sowen,  pp.  R. 
1617  •..  Sowe,  pp.  T.  i.  385. 

Sowle,  s.  soul,  life,  T.  ii.  1734. 

Sowled,  //.  endued  with  a  soul,  G  399. 

Sowns,  V.  sound,  play  upon,  A  565; 
sound,  T.  iii.  189:  Sowncth,  pr,  s. 
sounds,  I  160;  signifies,  A.  i.  21.  62;  pr, 
pi.  play,  F  270;  Sowneth,  pr.  pi.  tend 
(to),  are  consonant  (with),F^i7 ;  Souned, 
pt.pl.  tended,  B3348.    SeeSouns. 

Spacs,  s,  room,  T.  i.  714 ;  space  of  time, 
A  87 ;  while,  C  239 ;  opportunity,  spare 
time,  A  35 ;  course,  A  176. 
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Spak,  //.  J.  spake,  A  124 ;  see  Speke. 

Span,  //.  s.  spun,  L.  1762. 

Spanne,  s.  span.  A  155. 

SpaD-newe,  adj.  span-new,  T.  iii.  1665. 
Lit. '  newly  spun.' 

Spare,  v.  spare,  refrain.  A  192 ;  cease,  5. 
699 ;  pp.  passed  over,  L.  2602. 

Sparhauk,  s.  sparrow-hawk.  B  1957. 

Sparinsre*  s.  moderation,  I  835. 

Sparkle,  s.  small  spark,  B  2095. 

Sparow,  s.  sparrow,  5.  351. 

Sparre,  s.  wooden  beam,  A  990, 1076. 

Speirth,  s.  battle-axe,  A  2520. 

Sparwe,  j.  sparrow,  A  626. 

Spaynel,  s.  spaniel,  D  267. 

Spece,  s.  species,  sort,  I  407 ;  //.  kinds,  A 
3013,  I  865. 

Speone,  s.  speech,  L.  1084 ;  discourse,  A 
307;  talk,  A  783,  D  1020;  address,  3. 
1131;  oratory,  F  104. 

Special,  adj.  sp>ecial;  in  special,  espe- 
cially, in  particular,  A  444,  1017. 

Spdciacle,  s.  eye-glass,  D  1203. 

Spede,^^r.  to  succeed,  C  134;  Spede  me, 
V.  be  quick,  5.  385 ;  Spede,  pr.  s.  subj. 
speed,  prosper,  A  769;  Spedde.  pt.  s. 
biastened,  moved  quickly,  A  36^9 ;  made 
to  prosper,  B  3876 ;  //.  s.  refi.  hasted,  A 
1217 ;  I  pt.  s.  reji.  L.  200 ;  pp.  terminated, 
determined,  5.  lox ;  accomplished,  G 
357. 

Speed,  s.  help,  T.  ii.  9;  success,  T.  i.  17 ; 
/or  comune  spede,  for  the  good  of  all,  5. 

507. 
Speedful,  adj.  advantageous,  B  727. 

Speere,  s.  sphere,  F  1283. 

Speke,    V.    speak,    3.    852;    Spekestow, 

speakest  thou,  G  473;    Spak,   i  //.  s. 

spake,  L.  97 ;  pt.  s.  3.  503 ;  Speken,  pt.  pi. 

3'  350;  Spaken  {better  Speken),//".  pi. 

spake.  T.  i.  565 ;  speke,//.  s.  subj.  might 

speak,  T.  ii.  11 19;  Spoken,/^.  A  31. 
SpekiOLgr,  5.  speech-making,  oratory,  5. 

488 :  speaking,  H  335. 
Spelle,  s.  dat.  a  story,  B  2083. 
Spence,  j.  buttery,  D  1931. 
SpendinGr-sllver,   s.    silver    to    spend, 

money  in  hand,  G  1018. 
Spere,\r.  spear,  A  114;  as  nigh  as  men 

may  casten  with  a  spere,  a  spear's  cast, 

HF.  1048. 
Spere,  s,  sphere,  orbit,  4.  137;  16.  11. 
S];>erhauk,  s.  sparrowhawk,  B  4647. 
Sperme,  s.  seed,  B  3199. 
Sperred,/^.  barred,  T.  v.  521. 
Spete,  V.  spit,  T.  ii.  1617 ;  Spetten,  //.  //. 

I  27a 
Spewe,  V.  vomit,  B  2607. 


Spewlngr.  s.  vomit,  I  138. 

Spicerye,  s.  mixture  of  spices,  B  9043. 

Spille,  V.  spill,  drop,  T.  v.  880;  kiU,  L. 
1574;  destroy,  ruin,  E  503;  perish,  6. 
121;  ger.  to  destroy,  T.  v.  588;  to  sp. 
labour,  to  lose  labour,  H  153;  doth  me 
sp.,  causes  me  to  die,  6.  14;  Spiilestow 
teres,  lettest  thou  tears  fall  (Lat.  manas), 
B  I.  p  4. 4 ;  /^.  killed,  B  857 ;  lost,  1. 180 ; 
ruined,  D  161 1 ;  confounded,  D  388. 

Spirit,  s.  A  2809;  Spirites,  the  (four) 
spirits  in  alchemy  (sulphtu-,  sal  ammo- 
niac, quicksilver,  arsenic),  G  820;  vital 
forces,  3.  489. 

Spitous,  adj.  malicious,  R.  979 ;  inhospi- 
table, 22.  13. 

Spitously,  adv.  spitefully,  D  223;  vehe- 
mently, A  3476. 

Spoke,  //.  0/  Speke. 

Sponne,  ^ pt.pl.  did  spin,  T.  iii.  734. 

Spoon,  s.  spoon,  F  602;  Spones,  //.  C 
908. 

Spore,  s.  spur.  A  2603 ;  fl.  A  473.  . 

Spome,  ger.  to  spurn,  kick,  13.  11 ;  //.  j. 
spurns,  treads,  T.  ii.  797 ;  //.  j.  tripped 
himself  up,  A  4280. 

Spot.  J.  flefect,  E  2146. 

Spousaille,  s.  espousal,  wedding,  E  115, 
180. 

Spoused,//,  wedded,  E 3,  386. 

Spouted.  //.  vomited,  B  487. 

Sprayned ;  see  Sprineren. 

Sprede.  v.  spread,  open,  4.  4;  ger,  to  ex- 
pand, R.  1679 ;  Spradde,  pt.  s.  spread,  E 
418,  722;  covered,  7.  40;  Sprad,  pp. 
spread,  A  2903;  dispersed.  3.  874; 
Spradde,  pp.  pi.  wide  open,  T.  iv.  1422. 

Spreynd;  see  Springren. 

Spring,  s.  dawn,  A.  ii.  6.  6;  first  growth, 
R.  834;  //.  merry  dances,  HF.  1235. 

Springre,  strong  v.  sj)ring  up,  grow,  A 
3018 ;  rise,  B  4068 ;  spread  abroad,  7. 74 ; 
spring,  be  carried,  L.  719;  ger.  to  rise 
(as  the  sun),  A  2522;  to  dawn,  A  823;  to 
arise,  i.  133;  Sprang,  //.  s.  grew  up,  R. 
1425 ;  Sprong,  //.  s.  spread  out,  R.  1704 ; 
Spronge,  pp.  become  famous,  A  1437 ; 
grown,  L.  1054;  spronge  amis,  alighted 
m  a  wrong  place,  HF.  2079. 

Sprlnfiren,  weak  v.  sprinkle,  scatter, 
sow  broadcast,  B  1183;  Spreynd,  pp. 
sprinkled,  B  422,  1830;  Sprayned,  pp. 
B  2.  p  4.  132.    A.  S.  sprengam. 

Springrers,  s.pl.  sources,  origins,  I  387. 

Springrlngr,  s.  source,  E  49. 

Spume,  V.  spurn,  kick,  F  616. 

Spyce,  s.  spice,  R.  1367, 1371 ;  //.  spicery. 
L.  mo;  species,  kinds,  1  83,  102. 
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Spyced,  ^.  spiced,  A  3378 ;  scrupulous, 

A  526,  D  435. 
Spycerye,  s.  collection  of  spices,  mixture 

ot  spices,  A  2935,  B  136. 
Spyr,  J.  spire,  shoot,  T.  ii.  1335. 
Squames,  s.  pi,  scales,  G  759. 
Squaymous,    adj.    squeamish,    sparing 

(except  rarely),  A  3337. 
Squiereth,  pr,  s.  attends,  accompanies, 

t>  305. 

Squire,  j.  a  '  square.'  a  carpenter's  instru- 
ment for  measuring  right  angles,  D 
2090;  pi,  measuring-rules,  A.  i.  12.  3. 

Squyer,  s.  squire,  A  79. 

Stable,  adj.  abiding,  A  3004,  3009;  firm, 
3.  645 ;  sure,  £  1499 ;  constant,  4.  281 ; 
steadfast,  F  871. 

Stablissed,  pp,  established,  A  2995. 

Stadle,  s.  race-course,  B  4.  p  3.  11. 

Staf,  5,  staff,  stick,  L.  2000:  (perhaps  a 
bed-staff) ,  A  4294,  4296 ;  Staves,  gen.  of 
the  shaft  of  a  car,  7.  184. 

Staf-sllngre,  s,  a  staff-sling,  sling  with  a 
handle,  B  2019. 

Stagres,  M  positions,  HF.  122. 

Stak,  pt,  s,  stuck,  T.  iii.  1372 ;  was  fast- 
ened on,  R.  458. 

Stakereth,/r.  s,  staggers,  L.  2687. 

Stal,  pi.  s,  of  Stelen. 

Stalke,  5.  stalk,  A  1036;  piece  of  straw, 
A  3919:  Stalkes,^/.  {LaX.  palmites) ,  B  i. 
m  6.  15 ;  stems,  T.  ii.  968 ;  uprights  of  a 
ladder,  A  3625. 

Stalke,  V.  creep  up  (to),  T.  ii.  519;  move 
stealthily,  L.  X781 ;  pr,  s.  walks  stealthily, 
A  1479 ;  moves  slowly,  A  3648. 

Stalle,  s.  dat.  ox-stall,  T.  v.  1469. 

Stamin,  s,  a  coarse  harsh  cloth,  famine, 
tammy,  L.  2360 ;  I  1052.    O.  F.  estamine. 

Stanipe,/r.  pi,  bray  in  a  mortar,  C  538. 

Stanched,/^,  staunched,  B  2.  p  2.  53. 

Stank,  s,  lake,  tank.  poo).  I  841.    £.  tank. 

Stant,  stands ;  see  Stonde. 

Stapen,  pp.  advanced,  B  401 1,  E  1514  {in 
MS.  E.). 

Stare,  s,  starling,  5.  348. 

Starf ,  pt,  s.  of  Sterve. 

Stark,  adj.  strong,   £  1458;    severe,   B 

Startlingr,  moving  suddenly,  L.  1204. 

Staunchen,  v,  satisfy,  B  3.  m  3.  3. 

Stede,  J.  place,  HF.  731 ;  in  stede  of  in- 
stead of,  B  330)8. 

Stede,  s,  steed,  A  2157. 

Stedfastnesse,  s.  constancy,  firmness, 
E  699 ;  stability,  15.  7. 

Steer,  s.  bullock,  A  2149. 

Steked,  //.  stuck,  L.  161  a. 


Stele,  s.  lit.  handle ;  i.  e.  the  (cool)  end, 

A  3785. 
Stelen,  v.  steal,  A  562;    Steleth.  pr.  s. 

steals  away,  B  21 ;  Stal,  pt.  s.  stole,  L. 

796;    came   (or  went)    cunningly,   HF. 

418;  went  stealthily,  B  3763;  stal  away, 

stole  away,  3.  381 ;  Stole,  pp.  stolen,  A 

2627. 
Stellifye,  v.  make  into  a  constellation, 

HF.  586,  1002. 
Stemed,  pt.  s.  shone,  glowed,  A  202.  A.  S. 

sti'man. 
Stenten,  v.  leave  off,  A  903 ;  £er.  to  stay, 

A  2442 ;    V,  cease,   leave   on,  B    3925 ; 

Stente,  2/r.  s,  subj.  cease,  18.61 ;  Stente, 

pt,  s.  ceased,  stopped,  3.  154;  L.  1240; 

remained,    L.   821 ;    stayed,  T.  i.   273 ; 

Stente,  pt.  pi,  ceased,  T.  i.  60 ;  delayed, 

L.  633 ;  pp,  stopped,  A  1368. 
Stepe,  adj.  pi.  glittering,  bright,  A  aoi, 

753.    A.  S.  stiap. 
Steppes,  //.  foot-tracks,  L.  829,  2209. 
Stere,    jr.   helm,   rudder,  B  833;    pilot, 

helmsman,  guide,  B  448 ;  in  stere,  upon 

my  rudder,  T.  v.  641. 
Stere,  v.  steer,  rule,  T.  iii.  910;   i  pr.  s. 

steer,  T.  ii.  4 ;  //.  controlled,  L.  935. 
Stere,  v.  stir,  move,  excite,  T.  i.  228 ;  pro- 
pose, T.  iv.  145 1 ;  pr.  s.  stirs,  HF.  817. 
Sterelees,  adj.  rudderless,  B  439. 
Steresman,  s.  steersman,  HF.  436. 
Steringre,  s.  stirring,  motion,  HF.  8oa 
Sterlingres,  pi,  sterling  coins,  C  907. 
Sterne,  adj.  stern,  £  465 ;  violent,  T.  iii. 

743- 
Sterre,  s.  star,  5.  68,  300;  constellation, 

HF.  599. 

Stert,  J.  start,  T.  v.  254 ;  at  a  stert,  in  a 
moment,  A  1705. 

Sterte,  v.  start,  go  quickly,  T.  ii.  1634; 
move  away,  T.  iii.  949;  p>ass  away,  B 
335;  leap,  skip,  R.  344;  Stert,  pr.  s. 
rouses.  HF.  681 ;  Sterte,  i pt.  s.  departed, 
T.  iv.  93;  rushed,  L.  811 ;  leapt,  A  952; 
went.  T.  ii.  1094;  went  at  once,  L.  660; 
Sterting,  pres.  pt.  bursting  suddenly, 
L.  1741. 

Sterve,  v.  die,  A  1249;  die  of  famine,  C 
451 ;  Starf,  pt.  s.  U  1691 ;  A  933,  B  283 ; 
Storven,;>/.//.  C888. 

Stevene,  s.  voice,  sound,  language,  A 
2562;  rumour,  talk,  T.  iii.  1723:  time, 
moment,  esp.  of  an  appointment,  A 
1524;  sound,  L.  1219;  meeting  by  ap- 
pointment, 4.  52 ;  -  sette  st.,  made  ap- 
pointment, A  4383. 

Stewe,  s.  a  fish-pond,  A  350;  a  small 
room,  closet,  T.  iii.  601 ;  brothel,  HF.  26. 
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Stewe-dore,  s.  closet-door,  T.  iii.  698. 

Stesrre,  s.  degree  (Lat.  ^radus),  4.  129; 
Steyrcs,  ^en,  stair's,  T.  iii.  205. 

Stibom,  adj\  stubborn,  D  456,  637. 

Stidefast,  adj,  steadfast,  B  2641. 

Stif,  adj.  strong,  A  673;  bold,  R.  1270; 
hard,  U  2267. 

Stlken,  ^er.  to  stick,  T.  i.  297;  Stiked, 
pf.  s.  stuck,  B  509 ;  fixed,  B  2097 ;  Stikede, 
pf.  s.  pierced,  B  3897;  Stikked,  fixed, 
L.  2202;  pp.  stabbed,  B  430;  a  stiked 
swyft,  a  stuck  pig,  C  556. 

Stiklngre,  5.  sticking,  setting,  I  954. 

Stikkes,//.  palings,  B  4038. 

Stillatorie,  s.  still,  vessel  used  in  distil- 
lation, G  580. 

Stille,  adv.  quietly,  L.  816;  still,  D  2200. 

Stille,  ^cr.  to  silence,  T.  ii.  230. 

Stingreth,  pr.  s.  pierces,  L.  645. 

Stlnte,  V.  leave  off,  A  1334 ;  cease,  G  883 ; 
cause  to  cease,  1.63 ;  end,  E  747  ;  ger.  to 
cease,  B  2164;  to  stop,  T.  ii.  383;  cease, 
I  720;  restrain,  R.  1441 ;  stop,  avert, 
L.  1647  ;  Stintc,  i  pr.  s.  leave  off  telling, 
HF.  1417:  pr.pl.  cease,  I  93;  pt.  s.  subj. 
may  cease.  B  413 ;  Slinte,  pt.  s.  ceased, 
A  2421 ;  was  silent,  3.  1299 ;  pt.  pi. 
stopped  (or pr.  pi.  stop),  L.  294;  Stinte, 
pt.  s.  subj.  should  cease,  T.  i.  848;  pp. 
stopped,  T.  iii.  loid;  stint  thy  clappe, 
hold  your  tonpue,  A  3144;  Stinteth, 
imp.  pi.  stay,  T.  ii.  1729. 

Stintingre,  s.  ceasing,  end,  B  2.  m  7.  37. 

Stiren,  v.  stir,  excitr,  B  2696. 

Stiropes,  s.pl.  stirrups,  B  1163. 

Stirte.  pt.  s.  started.  D  1046;  rushed,  H 
303 ;  went  quickly,  E  2153. 

Stitn,  s.  anvil,  A  2026,     I  eel.  st^i. 

Stod,  -e ;  see  Stonde. 

Stok,  s.  a  block  of  wood,  A.  ii.  38.  6; 
source,  14.  i ;  race,  A  155 1 ;  pi.  stumps, 
A  2934;  posts,  T.  iii.  589. 

Stoke,  ^^r.  to  stab,  thrust,  A  2546. 

Stokked,  pp.  fastened  in  the  stocks,  T. 
iii.  380. 

Stole,  s.  stool,  frame  for  tapestry-work, 
L.  2352 ;  //.  chairs,  D  288. 

Stole,  pp.  <7/Stelen. 

Stomak,  j.  stomach,  T.  i.  787;  appetite, 
D  1847 ;  compassion,  D  1441. 

Stomblen,  pr.pl.  stumble,  A  2613. 

Stonde,  v.  stand,  B  1050;  be  placed,  A 
745;  be  understood,  be  fixed,  E  346;  be 
set  in  view  (as  a  prize  at  a  game),  B 
'931  *t  /^^  standi,  finds  standing.  L. 
1499 ;  Stont,  pr.  s.  stands,  is,  T.  iii.  IK62 ; 
Slant,  pr.  s.  stands,  B  618;  consists,  I 
107,  1029 ;  is,  B  1304 ;  Stood,  pt.  s.  A  354 ;   I 


stuck  fast,  D  1541;    Stondcn,  pp.  HF. 

1928. 
Stongren,  //.  stung,  A  1079. 
Stoon,  s.  stone,  A  774;    precious  stone, 

gem,  R.  1086. 
Stoon-wal,  stone-wall,  L.  713. 
Stoor,  s.  store,  stock  (of  a  farm),  A  598 ; 

store,  D  2159 ;  value,  D  203. 
Stopen,//.  advanced,  E  1514  (MS.  E.  has 

stapen). 
Stoppen,  V.  stop,  T.  ii.  804. 
Store,  s.  store,  value,  B  4344 ;  possession, 

L-  2337. 
Store,  gtr.  to  store.  B  1463. 

Store,  adj.  voc.  audacious,  bold,  E  2367. 
Iccl.  stbrr. 

Storial,  culj.  historical,  A  3179;  Storial 
sooth,  historical  truth,  L.  702. 

Storie,  s.  history,  legend  of  a  saint  (or 
the  like),  A  709;  history,  E  1366;  tale, 
story,  7.  10;  pi.  books  of  history,  T.  v. 
1044. 

Storven, //.//.  <7/Sterve,  died,  C  888. 

Stot,  J.  a  stallion,  horse,  cob,  A  615 ; 
heifer  (a  term  of  abuse),  D  1630. 

Stounde,  s.  hour,  time,  while,  A  laia, 
4007 ;  short  time,  B  1021 ;  moment,  L. 
949;  in  a  stounde,  at  a  time,  once,  A 
3992;  upon  a  stounde,  in  one  hour,  1\  iv. 
625 :  pi.  hours,  seasons,  T.  iii.  1752. 

Stoundemele,  at  various  times,  from 
time  to  time,  T.  v.  674, 

Stoupe,^^r.  to  stoop,  G  1311. 

Stour,  s.  battle,  contest,  R.  1270. 

Stout,  adj.  strong,  A  545. 

Straigrliter,  adj.  more  stretched  out, 
more  expanded,  R.  119. 

Strake,  v.  move,  proceed,  3.  131a. 

Strangre,  adj.  strange,  F  89;  external,  D 
1 161 ;  not  its  own,  A.  ii.  19.  7.  Every 
star  has  its  own  degrees  (of  longitude) 
in  the  equator  and  ecliptic. 

Stran^enesse,  s.  estrangement,  B  1576. 

Strangrlen,  pr.  pi.  strangle,  worry,  I  768. 

Strangrlingr,  s.  A  2458 ;  o/str.,  caused  by 
strangling,  L.  807. 

Straugrht,  -e ;  see  Strecche. 

Straungre,  adj.  strange,  foreign,  A  13; 
unwonted,  7.  202;  difficult,  hard  to 
agree  upon,  F  1223 ;  like  a  stranger,  T. 
ii.  1660 ;  unfriendly,  estranged,  R.  IC365  "• 
distant,  unbending,  5.  584;  not  well 
known,  A.  ii.  17.  rub.;  [a  stranj^e  star  is 
one  that  is  not  represented  upon  the 
Rete  of  the  Astrolabe]  ;  pL  strangers,  T. 
ii.  411. 

Straungrely,  adv.  distantly,  T.  ▼.  95c. 

Straw,  J.  T.  iii.  859 ;  as  inter;,  a  straw !  !•  695. 
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Strawen,  v.  strew,  L.  907 ;  2  /r.  s.  subj. 

F  613 ;  pp.  strewn,  I  918. 
Strasrte,  s.  strait,  B  464. 
Strecche,  v.  stretch,  B  4498 ;  extend,  T. 

ii.  341 ;   reach,  7.  341 ;   Strcighte,  pt.  s. 

stretched,  HF.  1373;   Straugnte,  //.  pi. 

extended,  A  2916;    Straupjhten,  pt.  pi. 

stretched  out,  R.  1021 ;  Streight,  stretched 

out;   long  str.,  stretched  at  full  length, 

T.  iv.  X163;   pp.  as  adv,  straight,  T.  ii. 

599. 
Stree,  s.  straw,  A  2918 ;  pL  3.  718. 

Streezn,  J.  river,  current,  L.  2508;  stream, 

A  464;  ray  (oflight),  2.  94. 
Streen,  s.  strain,  i.  e.   stock,   prc^eny, 

race,  E  157. 
Strelgrht,  adj.  straight,  3.  957. 
Streigrht,  adv.  straight,   straightway,  A 

671. 
Streigrht,  -e ;  see  Strecche. 
Strelt,  adj.  narrow,  A   1984;   scanty,  R. 

457;   B  4179;  strict,  A  174;  pi.  scanty, 

small,  D  1426.    A.  F.  estreit. 
Streite,  pp.  as  adj.  dff.  drawn,  B  4547. 

(It  here  represents  Lat.  sir  ictus.) 
Streite,  adv.  closely,  T.  iv.  1689 ;  strictly, 

L.  723 ;  tightly,  A  457. 
Streitnes,  s.  smallness,  A.  i.  21.  55. 
Strezneden,  pt.  pi.  streamed,  T.  iv.  247. 
Strengr,  s.  string,  D  2067 ;  pi.  5.  197. 
Strengrer,  adj.  comp,  stronger,  B  2410. 
Strengrest,  strongest,  T.  i.  243. 
Strengrest-feythed,  strongest  in  faith, 

X.  i.  1007. 
Strengrthe,  j.  strength,  A  84;   force,  3. 

351 ;  pi.  sources  of  strength,  B  3248. 
Strepen,  v.  strip,  E  1958;  do  str.  me, 

cause  me  to  be  stripped,  E  2200. 
Strete,  s.  street,   T.   ii.  612;    dot.  HF. 

1049;  street,  road,  way,  i.  70;  B  1683. 
Streyne,  v.  compress,!',  iii.  1205 ;  strain, 

press,  E  1753;   constrain,  E  144;   hold, 

confine,  R.  1471 ;  ger.  to  compress.  T. 

iii.   107 1 ;    Streyne,  pr,  pi.   strain    (as 

through  a  sieve),  C  538. 
Stre3rt,  adj.  small,  B  3.  m  2.  a6. 
Strike,  s.  hank  (of  flax),  A  676. 
Strogrelest ;  see  Strugrle. 
Stroke,  ger.  to  stroke,  T.  iii.  1249. 
Strokes,  fl.  of  Strook. 
Stroznpetes,  s.  pi.  strumpets,  B  i.  p  i. 

54- 
Stronde,  dot.  shore,  L.  2189;  Strondes, 

pi.  shores,  A  13. 
Strong:,  adj.  difficult,  B  2635 ;  //.  severe, 

A  1338.  2771. 
Strongre,  adv.  securely,  R.  241. 
Stroof ,  //.  J.  of  Stry  ve. 


Strook,  s.  stroke,  A  1701 ;  Strokes,  //.  T. 

iii.  1067. 
Strouted,  pt.  s.  stuck  out,  A  3315. 
Strowe,  V.  strew,  L.  lox  a. 
Stroyer,  destroyer,  $•  360. 
Strugrle,  V.  striq^le,  E  2374;  Strogelest, 

2  pr.  s.  C  829. 
Stryf,  s.  quarrel,  strife,  A    1187,  2784; 

took  stryt  =  'took  up  the  cudgels,'  B  i. 

P  4-  93- 
Stryk,  s.  stroke,  mark,  A.  11.  12.  19. 

Stryke,  v.  strike;  Stryken  out,  strike 
out,  D  1364;  Strike,/*^,  struck,  11.  35. 

StryVe,  v.  strive,  struggle,  10.  30 ;  oppose, 
E  170 ;  Stroof,  pt.  s.  strove,  vied,  A  1038. 

Stryvingre,  s.  striving,  strife,  B  2674. 

Stubbel-groos,  s.  fatted  goose,  A  4351. 

Stubbes,  pi.  stumps,  A  1978. 

Studle,  s.  study,  A  303:  state  of  medi- 
tation, A  1530;  Study,  library,  F  1207, 
1214;  Studies,  //.  endeavours,  B  3.  p  2. 
93 :  desires,  B  4.  p  2.  56. 

Studie,  v.  study,  A  184;  ger.gwe^  heed,  I 
logo;  St udieth, ^r.  J. deliberates,  E  1955. 

Stuffed,  pp.  filled,  E  264. 

Stjardely,  adv.  boldly,  4.  82. 

Sturdlnesse,  s.  sternness,  E  700. 

Sturdy,  adj.  cruel,  hard,  harsh,  stern,  E 
698,  1049;  firm,  T.  ii.  1380;  D  2162. 

Sty,  s.  pig-sty,  D  1829. 

Stye,  ger.  to  mount  up,  B  4.  p  6.  414. 

Style  (i),  J.  a  stile,  a  means  to  get  over 
a  barrier  by  climbing,  C  712,  F  106. 

Style  (2) ,  s.  style,  mode  of  writing,  F  105. 

Styves,//.  stews,  D  1^32. 

Sty  ward,  s.  steward,  B  914. 

Suasloun,  s.  persuasiveness,  B  2.  p  i.  45. 

Subdekne,  s.  subdeacon,  I  891. 

Subgrit,  adj.  subject,  T.  v.  1790;  Subget, 
r.  i.  231. 

Subgrit,  J.  subject,  T.  ii.  828 ;  pi.  servants, 
D  1990. 

Subjeccion,  j.'(i),  suggestion,  (a  thing 
subjected  to  the  mind),  I  351 ;  (2),  sub- 
jection, obedience,  B  270;  submission, 
4.  32;  subjection,  governance,  B  3656, 
3742. 

Sublymatorles,  s,  pi.  vessels  for  subli- 
mation, G  793. 

Sublymed,  pp.  sublimed,  sublimated,  G 
774.  'Sublimate,  to  bring  by  heat  into 
the  state  of  vapour';  Webster. 

Sublyzningr,  j.  sublimation,  G  770. 

Submitted,  pp.  subjected,  B  5.  p  1.  44; 
ir  brn  s.,  ye  have  submitted,  B  35. 

Subtil,  adj.  subtle,  C  141 ;  ingenious,  A. 
pr.  60;  skilhil,  L.  672;  finely  woven,  5. 
272. 
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Subtilitee,  s.  subtlety,  craft,  secret  knowl- 
edge, (i  620;  skill,  craft,  G  844;  pi. 
tricks,  £  2421. 

SubtlUy,  adv.  craftily,  A  610;  subtly,  F 
222. 

Subtiltee,  s.  subtlety,  F  140;  specious 
reasoning,  HF.  855;  skill,  B4509;  trick, 
D  1420. 

Succedent,  sd.  a  '  succedent '  house,  A. 
ii.  4.  48.  The  succedent  houses  are  the 
second,  fifth,  eighth,  and  eleventh,  as 
these  are  aJ>out  to  foliow  the  most  im- 
portant houses,  which  are  the  first, 
fourth,  seventh,  and  tenth, 

Sucre,  s.  sugar,  T.  iii.  X194. 

Sucred,  pp.  sugred,  T.  ii.  384. 

Sufflsaunce,  s.  sufficiency,  A  490 ;  suffi- 
cient food.  D  1843;  enough,  a  com- 
petence, 10.  15;    contentment,  B  4029; 

3;703- 
Sumsaunt,  adj.  sufficient,  good  enough, 

A  163 1 ;  A.  pr.  7;  capable,  L.  2524 ;  well 

endowed,  L.  1067. 
Sufflsauntly ,  adv.  sufficiently,  A.  pr.  43 ; 

availably,  B  2492. 
Suffrable,  adj.  patient,  D  442. 
Suffraunce,  j.  .  longsuffering,   B   2479; 

patience.  E  1162;  Siiffiance,  longsuffer- 

mg,  B  2654 ;  permission,  F  788. 
Sufiraunt,  pres.  pt.  as  s.  patient  man, 

T.  iv.  1584;  as  adj.  patient,  tolerant,  3. 

lOIO. 

Suffre,  V.  suffer,  permit,  A  649;  endure, 
3.  412. 

Suffyse,  v.  suffice,  B  3648 ;  Suffyseth,  (k) 
suffices,  12.  15 ;  Suflyce,  imp.  s.  be  con- 
tent (spend  frugally),  13.  2. 

SugrGTOStioun,  s.  a  criminal  charge,  B 
3607 ;  hint,  I  331. 

Susrre,  s.  sugar,  B  2046. 

Sukkenye,  s.  short  frock,  tunic.  R.  1232. 
O.  F.  souquanit;  ¥.  souguenie  {Cotgmve). 

Summitted,  pp.  submitted.  B  3.  p  10. 15 ; 
subjected,  B  4.  p  6.  145. 

Superflce,  s.  surface,  A.  i.  21.  42 ;  in  the 
s.  of,  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood 
of,  A.  i.  21.  32. 

Superflultee,  s.  superfluity,  excess,  A 
436 ;  over-abundance,  A.  pr.  50. 

Supplien,  V.  supplicate,  entreat,  B  3. 
p  8.  XI. 

Supportacioun,  s.  support,  B  2332. 

Supprysed,  pp.  surprised,  T.  iii.  1184. 

Surcote,  s.  upper  coat,  A  617. 

Surement,  s.  pledge.  F  1534. 

Suretee,  s.  security.  D  903 ;  careless  con- 
fidence, 7.  215. 

Surfeet,  s.  surfeit,  I  913. 


Surmounteth.  pr.  s.  surpasses.  L.  123. 

Surplys,  s.  surplice,  A  3323.  G  558. 

Surquidrie,  s.  over-confidence,  presump- 
tion, I  403 ;  arrogance,  T.  i.  213.  O.  F. 
surquiderie. 

Sursanure,  s.  a  wound  healed  outwardly. 
but  not  inwardly,  F  1113. 

Surveyaunce,  s.  surveillance,  C  95. 

Suspecioun,  s.  suspicion.  T.  ii.  ^61. 

Suspecious.  adj.  ominous  of  evil,  E  540. 

Suspect,  adj.  suspicious,  ominous  of  evil, 
E  541. 

Suspect,  (.  suspicion,  B  2385. 

Sustenance,  s.  support,  living.  E  902. 

Sustene,  %:  sustain,  support,  F  861 ;  main- 
tain, I.  22;  endure.  B  2654;  uphold, 
preserve,  B  160;  hold  up  (herself).  7. 
177. 

Suster,  s.  sister,  L.  592,  986;  Her  suster 
love,  love  for  her  sister,  L.  2365;  Sus- 
tren,  pi.  T.  iii.  733 ;  Sustres.  pL  B  4057. 

Suwe,  ger.  to  follow,  T.  i.  37^. 

Sujrte,  s.  suit,  array  (of  like  kind),  A  2873  * 
Sute,  uniform  pattern.  3.  261. 

Swa,  so  (Northern),  A  4040. 

Swal,  pt.  s.  of  Swelle. 

Swalowe,  v.  swallow,  HF.  1036. 

Swalwe,  s.  swallow,  A  3258. 

Swappe,  J.  a  swoop,  the  striking  of  a 
bird  of  prey,  HF.  543. 

Sw^appe,  ger.  to  swap,  strike,  E  586; 
Swapte,  pt.  s.  dashed,  T.  iv.  256;  fell 
suddenly,  E  1099;  Swap,  m/.  j.  strike 
off,  G  366. 

Swartish,  adj.  as  adv.  dark,  HF.  1647. 

S watte,  //.  s.  of  Swete. 

Swayn,  s.  servant-lad,  young  man,  A 
4027. 

Swelgrh,  J.  motion,  sway,  B  296. 

Swelleth,  pr.  s.  swells,  A  2743;  SwaJ, 
//.  s.  D  967;  up  stoat,  was  puffed  up 
with  anger,  B  1750 ;  Swollen,  pp.  proud, 
E  950. 

Swelte,  V.  die,  T.  iii.  347;  Swelt,  pr.  s, 
dies.  4.  128 ;  pt.  s.  died,  E  1776 ;  lan- 
guished, fainted,  A  1356. 

Swelwe,  v.  swallow,  B  2808. 

Swerd,  s.  sword,  A  112. 

Swere,  v.  swear,  A  454 ;  Swoor,  i  //.  s. 
E  2312 ;  Swore,  a  //.  s.  L.  1378 ;  Swodr. 
pt.  s.  swore,  7.  loi ;  Sworen,  pt,  pi.  swore, 
B  344;  Sworn,  pp.  sworn  (to  the  con- 
trary). T.  iv.  976:  A  1089;  sworn  (to  do 
it),  G  681 ;  bound  by  oath,  F  18 ;  sworn 
(it  should  not  be  so),  D  640. 

Sweringr,  J.  swearing,  C  631. 

Swete,  adj.  sweet,  A  5,  2427 ;  as  s.  sweet 
one,  love,  3.  832. 
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Swete,  J.  sweetness,  5. 161. 

Swete,  V.  sweat,  G  579;  Swattc,  //.  /. 
sweated,  B  1966. 

Swete  herte,  sweetheart,  T.  iii.  69. 

Swete-LiOklnfir,  Sweet-Lxx>king,  R.  q/ao, 

Swetneaee,  s.  sweetness,  i.  51 ;  nourish- 
ment, 3. 415. 

Swetter,  adj.  comp.  sweeter,  R.  63a,  768. 

Swety,  adj.  sweaty,  9.  a8. 

Sweven,  j.  dream,  R.  a8;  pi,  dreams, 

R.3- 
Swevenincr,  s.  dream,  R.  06;   Sweven- 

inges  {pron.  swev'ningei) ,  R.  i. 

Sweynte,  pp.  as  def.  adj.  tired  out,  sloth- 
ful, HF.  1783.     Pp.  oiswenchen. 

Swich,  adj.  such,  A  3,  243,  313 ;  such  a 
thing,  B  4626 ;  Swich  a,  such  a,  B  3931 ; 
Swich  oon,  such  a  one.  F  231. 

Swimxne,  v.  swim,  A  3550,  L.  2450 ;  Sworn- 
men,  //.  //.  were  filled  with  swimming 
thin^,  5.  x88. 

Swlnk,  s.  labour,  toil,  A  x88,  54a 

Swinke,  v.  toil,  labour,  T.  v.  373;  to 
cause  to  labour,  HF.  16;  pr.  pi.  work 
for,  G  21 ;  Swonken,  pp.  toiled,  A  4235. 

8 winker,  s.  labourer,  toiler.  A  531. 

Swire,  s.  neck,  throat,  R.  335. 

Swogrii,  5.  (i)  sough,  low  noise,  5.  347; 
murmur,  HF.  1031 ;  sigh,  groan,  A  3619; 
rustling  noise,  blast,  A  1979;  whizzing 
noise.  HF.  1941 ;  Swogh,  (3)  swoon,  D 
799 ;  Swow.  grief.  3.  315. 

Swollen,  pp.  proud,  E  950. 

Swolow,  s.  gulf,  L.  1 104. 

Sw^olwe,  V.  swallow,  H  36. 

Swoninien,/r.//.  were  filled  with  swim- 
ming things,  5.  188. 

Swonken,  pp.  toiled.  A  4335. 

Swoot,  s.  sweat.  G  578. 

Swote,  adj.  sweet,  A  3860,  3205;  pL  R. 
60.    See  Bote,  Swete. 

Swote,  adv.  sweetly,  T.  i.  158. 

Swouirb,  Swow ;  see  Swogrb- 

Swoune,  Swowne,  v.  swoon,  faint,  T. 
ii.  574;    Swowned,  pt.  s.  swooned,   A 

3943 ;  PP'  A  913- 

Swow,  s.  swoon ;  hence,  anguish,  3.  3i<. 

Swowne,  s.  syvoon,  F  1080 ;  Aswowne,  in 
a  swoon.  C  245. 

Swowningr,  s.  swooning,  C  346. 

Swyn,  J.  swine,  boar,  F  1254;  hog,  D  460. 

Swynes-heed,  s.  pig's  head  (a  term  of 
abuse),  A  4363. 

Swythe,  adv.  quickly,  C  796 ;  as  sw.,  as 
soon,  T.  V.  1384 ;  as  quickly  as  possible, 
immediately,  B  6^,  G  936. 

Swyve,  V.  lie  with,  A  4178;  pp.  dis- 
honoured, A  3850. 


8y,  saw ;  pi.  /.  of  See. 

Sye,  £^r.  to  sink  down,  T.  v.  183. 

Sye,  Syen,  saw;  see  See. 

Syk,  adj.  sick,  ill;  /or  syk^  on  account 
of  being  sick,  D  394;  Syke,  def,  F  iioo; 
pi.  sick  persons,  T.  iii.  61. 

Syk,  s.  sigh,  F  498. 

Syke,  V.  sigh,  T.  iiL  i^;  Syke,  ger.  to 
sigh  {but  perhaps  read  syte,  i.  e.  to  grieve, 
/or  the  rime),  T.  ii.  884;  Syketh, /r.  s. 
sighs,  5.  404 :  32.  63  (men  sigh) ;  Syked, 
//.  s.  sighed,  A  99iBs;  Sighte,  //.  1. 
sighed,  B  1035. 

Sykllcbe,  adj.  sickly,  T.  ii.  1538. 

Syxnonials,  s.pl.  simoniacs.  1  784. 

Symonye,  s.  simony,  D  1309. 

Ssrre,  s.  master  of  the  house,  D  713;  mas- 
ter, 5.  13. 

Sys,  num.  six  (at  dice),  B  3851. 

[Syte,  V.  to  grieve;  perhaps  the  right 
reading  in  T.  ii.  884.] 

Sythe,  s.  time,  R.  80 ;  Sythe,  //.  (orig.  a 
gen.  pl^,  A  1878;  o/te  sythe,  oftentimes, 
E  233.  G  1031 ;  Sythes,//.  times,  A  485. 

Ssrthe,  s.  scythe,  L.  646. 

T. 

T',  for  To, /requentlv pre/lxed  to  verbs;  as 
taoyde,  tamende,  &c. 

Taa,  V.  take  (Northern),  A  4129. 

Tabejxl.  s.  a  herald's  coat-of-arms,  hence, 
(i)  the  same,  as  an  inn-sign,  A  ao;  (3) 
a  ploughman's  loose  frock,  A  541. 

Tabernacles,  pi.  shrines,  HF.  133, 1190. 

Table,  s.  table,  A  100;  table  dormaunt, 
permanent  side-table,  A  353;  tablet, 
writing-tablet.  3.  780;  tablet,  plate, 
HF.  143;  table  (of  the  law),  C  639;  one 
of  the  thin  plates  on  which  almican- 
teras  are  engraved,  A.  ii.  31.  6 ;  at  table, 
at  board,  i.  e.  entertained  as  a  lodger, 
G  1015 ;  Tables,  //.  tables  (for  calcula- 
tion), F  1373;  dining-tables,  B  1443; 
writing-tablets.  D  1741 ;  plates,  A.  i.  14. 
3;  the  game  of 'tables 'or  back-gammon, 
F900. 

Tabour,  s.  small  drum,  D  2268. 

Tabouren,  pr.pl.  drum,  din,  L.  354. 

Tabreersre,  /or  To  abregge,  to  abridge, 
shorten.  T.  iii.  395. 

Tabreyde,  for  To  abreyde,  to  awake.  T. 
V.  530. 

Tabyde,  /or  To  abyde,  to  abide,  T.  v. 

33- 
Tacbe,  s.  defect,  31.  18.    See  Teocbes. 

Taobeve,  /or  To  acheve,  to  achieve,  L. 

3III. 


no 
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Tacompte,  for  To  acompte,  to  reckon 

up,  22.  17. 
Tacord,  for  To  accord,  i.  e.  to  agreement, 

H98. 
Tacorde,y&r  To  acorde,  to  agree,  i.  27. 
Tacoye,  for  To  acoye,  to  decoy,  T.  v. 

782. 
Taffata,  s,  taffeta,  A  440. 
Taffraye,  for  To  affraye,  to  frighten,  E 

Taulagres,  s,pL  taxes,  I  567. 

TaiUe,  s.  tally,  an  account  scored  upon 

two  similarly  notched  sticks,  A  570,  B 

1606. 
Take,  v.  seize,  T.  ii.  289;  present.  oflFer, 

G  223;  ger.  to  take,  A  34;  Takestow, 

takest  thou,  G  435 ;  Take  me,  i  pr,  s. 

betake  myself,  B  1985;   Took,   i  //.  s. 

drew  in,  breathed  in,  B  i.  p  3.  3  (Lat. 

hausi) ;  hit,  D  792 ;  //.  s.  handed  over. 

gave,  B  1484 ;  had,  B  192 ;  Toke,  2  pt.  s. 

tookest,  3.  483;    Toke, //.  //.  took,  F 

1240;  received,  F  356;  Take, /^.  taken, 

A  3007;    entrusted,  I  880;   brought,   1. 

20;  Tak,  imp.  s.  receive,  B  117;  accept 

as  a  result,  A.  ii.  25.  57 ;  tak  kept,  take 

heed,  observe,  B  3757;  tak  she,  let  her 

take,   5.    462;    Taketh,   imp.  pi.   take, 

4.9. 
Takel,  s.  tackle,  archery-gear,  arrows,  A 

106. 
Tald./>^.  told  (Northern).  A  4207. 
Tale,  s.  tale,  A  3126;  story,  A  36,  831; 

account,  B  4308;  enumeration,  E  383; 

/  gan  finde  a  tale  to  him,  I  thought  of 

something  to  say  to  him,  3.  536;  telle 

tale,  give  an  account  of,  A  330. 
Tale,  V.  tell  a  tale,  talk,  speak,  T.  iii. 

1235 ;   Talen,  ger.  to  tell  tales,  A  772 ; 

pr.  s.  subj.  talk  about.  I  378. 
Talent,  s.   inclination,   wish,    desire,    B 

2439,   desire,  appetite,  C  540;   longing, 

B  2.  p  I.  12. 
TalinfiT,  s.  tale-telling,  B  1624. 
Taligrhte,  for  To  alighte,  i.  e.  to  alight, 

E909. 
Talle,  adj.  docile,  obsequious,  4.  38.     (A 

rare  sense.) 
Taxnende,  for  To  amende,  to  redress,  E 

441. 
TanoyeD,  for  To  anoycn,  to  injure,  B 

^492- 

Tans  were,  i.  e.  to  answer,  D  1589. 

Tapes,  //.  tapes.  A  3241. 

Tapicer,  5.  upholsterer,  maker  of  carpets, 

A  ^62. 
Taplte,  V.  cover  with  tapestry,  3.  260. 
Tappe,  s.  tap,  A  3890,  3892. 


Tapi>e8tere,  s.  female  tapster,  barmaid, 

A  241, 3336. 
Tarditas,  s.  slowness.  I  718. 
Tare,  s.  tare,  kind  of  weed,  A  1570. 
Tareste.y^r  To  areste,  to  arrest,  F  1370. 
Target  s.  target,  shield,  A  471;  defence, 

I.  176. 
Tarien,  v.    tarry,  B   983;    delay    (used 

actively),  F  73;    1  pr.  s.  tarry,  T.   iii. 

"95;  /^'  delayed,  T.  ii.  1739. 
Tarray e,  for  To  arraye,  to  array,  arrange. 

£961. 
Tart,  adj.  of  sharp  flavour,  pungent,  A  381. 
Tartre,  s.  tartar,  G  813;  oille  of  Tartre, 

(probably)  cream  of  tartar,  or  bitartrate 

of  potassium,  A  63a 
Taryingre,  s.  tarrying,  delay,  A  Sai. 
Tas,  s.  heap,  A  1005. 1009, 102a    O.  F.  ias, 
Taesaille,  for  I'o  assaille,  i.  e.  to  assail, 

£  1 180. 
Tassaye,  for  To  assaye,  to  test,  prove, 

try,  £  454.  I075- 

Tasseled,  pp.  fringed,  provided  with 
tassels,  R.  1079,  A  3251. 

Taseemble, />r  To  assemble,  to  bring 
together,  D  89, 

Taaaollle,  for  To  assoile,  i.  e.  to  absolve, 
C933. 

Taasure,  for  To  assure,  B  1231. 

Tast,  s.  taste,  rehsh  (for),  5.  160. 

Taste,  V.  try,  test,  L.  1993;  //.  s.  ex- 
perienced, T.  i.  639;  imp.  s.  feel,  G  503. 

TsMghteyPt.  s.  of  Techt. 

Tavemer,  s.  innkeeper,  C  68$. 

Tavyse,  for  To  avyse  (me),  to  deliberate, 
B  1426. 

Tawayte,/&r To  awayte,  to  dwell,  remain, 

25- 7- 
Taylage,  s.  taxation,  9.  54. 

Tecches,  p/.  evil  qualities,  defects,  T.  iii. 
93c; ;  characteristics,  HF.  1778. 

Tecne,  v.  teach,  instruct,  A  308, ^/r.  to 
show.  R.  518 ;  Techen,  v.  direct,  B  4139 ; 
ger.  to  inform  (him  oO,  D  1326;  Taughte. 
I  //.  s.  taught,  told,  D  1050. 

Te  deuni,  the  anthem  so  called,  D  1866. 

Teer,  s.  tear,  E  1104. 

Tebee,  inter/,  (denoting)  laughter,  hee- 
hee !  A  3740. 

Telle,  V.  tell,  recount,  relate,  A  38 ;  com- 
pute, 3.  440;  ger.  to  tell,  to  be  told,  F 
447 ;  I  /''•  -f •  account,  B  4344 ;  Telle  no 
tale,  set  no  store,  5.  326 ;  Telles,  pr,  s. 


(Northern  form),  tells,  3.  7^;  HF.  496; 

I  pt. 
counted,  D  203,  208;  pt.  pi.  esteemed. 


Tolde,  I  pt.  s.  counted 


3-  73 : 
.  HF. 


1380;  ac- 


T.  i.  131 ;  herd  told,  heard  (it)  told,  T.  i. 
197 ;  Tolde,  pp.  pi.  told,  B  56. 
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Tembrace,  far  To  embrace,  T.  v.  304 ; 
£  iioi. 

Temen,  v.  bring ;  temen  us  on  here,  bring 
us  on  our  bier,  let  us  die,  HP.  1744. 

Temper,  s.  mood,  R.  346. 

Texnperaunce,  s,  temperance,  modera- 
tion, F  785. 

Tempest,  s,  storm,  A  406;  tempest  (al- 
luding to  a  passage  in  Statins),  A  884. 

Tempest  thee,  imp,  s.  violently  distress 
thyself,  13.  8 ;  2  pr.  s.  subj,  vex,  perturb, 
B  2.  p  4.  75. 

Tempestous,  adj,  tempestuous,  T.  ii.  5. 

Temple,  s.  inn  ot  court,  A  567. 

Temprede,  pt,  s.  modulated,  B  3.  m  la. 
22 ;  pp,  tempered.  G  926.  (In  alchemy, 
to  temper  is  to  adjust  or  moderate  heat) 

Temps,  s.  tense;  fiUur  temps^  future 
tense,  time  to  come,  G  875. 

Temptour,  j.  tempter,  D  1655. 

Ten,  ten,  A  454;  ten  so  wood,  ten  times  as 
mad,  L.  735. 

Tenbrace,  to  embrace,  B  1891. 

Tencresen,  to  increase,  £  1808. 

Tendure,  to  endure,  £  756,  811. 

Tendyte,  for  To  endyte,  to  compo3e, 
write,  T.  i.  6 ;  to  relate,  A  1209. 

Tene,  s.  vexation,  A  3106;  sorrow,  grief, 
T.  v.  240 ;  cross,  trouble,  T.  ii.  61.  A.  S. 
teona. 

Tenour,  s,  outline  of  the  story,  L.  929.     * 

Tenquere,  for  To  enquere,  to  ask,  £  1543. 

Tenspyre,  for  To  enspyre,  i.  e.  to  in- 
spire, G  1470. 

Tenthe,  tenth,  HF.  63,  11 1;  Tenth e 
some,  comj^y  of  ten,  T.  ii.  1249. 
(Sometimes  tenthe  some  means  'ten  in 
all.') 

Tentifly,  adv,  attentively,  carefully,  £ 
334. 

Tercel,  adj,  male  (of  an  eagle),  5.  393, 

449  •  f^'  5*  540  '•  ^  ^*  maX't  eagle,  5.  405. 

Tercelet,  s.  male  falcon,  5.  529,  533;  F 
504,  621;  Tercelets,  //.  male  birds  of 
pre^,  5.  659;  male  hawks,  F  648. 
'  Ttercelet,  m.  the  tassell,  or  male  of 
any  kind  of  hawke,  so  tearmed,  be- 
cause he  is,  commonly,  a  third  part 
lesse  then  the  female ' ;  Cotgrave. 

Tere,  s.  tear,  B  3251. 

Tere,  v.  tear,  B  1326;  scratch.  R.  325; 
Tom, pp.  L.  2103. 

Terins,  s.  pi.  tarins.  siskins,  R.  665.  F. 
tarin. 

Terme,  s.  set  time,  appointed  time,  T.  v. 
696;  period,  space  of  time,  'term.'  a 
portion  of  the  zodiac,  being  one-third 
of  a  '  sign.'  or  10°.  F  1288 ;  (during  the) 


term,  A  1029;  terme  of  his  fyve,  while 
he  lives,  G  1479 ;  in  terme,  in  set  phrases, 
C311 ;  //.  pedantic  phrases,  A  323;  legal 
jargon,  R.  199 ;  i>eriods,  A  3028 ;  terms, 
C  51.  F  1266. 

Terme-day ,  s.  app)ointed  day,  3.  730. 

Termyne,  v.  determine,  express  in  '  good 
set  terms,'  5.  530. 

Terrestre,  adj.  earthly,  £  1332. 

TeTrvOfpr.  s,  subj.  flay.  G  1274  {so  in  MS. 
£.) ;  Terved  {not  Temed).  pp.  skinned, 
G  1 171  {so  in  MS.  EJ.  This  is  certainly 
the  right  word;  in  G  1171,  read  terved 

fnot  tomed],  and  in  G  1274,  read  terve 
not  tome].  See  my  letter  in  the  Athe- 
naeum, Mar.  24,  1894.  So  in  Havelok, 
603,  for  timeden  read  tirueden  —  tirve- 
den,  i.  e.  rolled  back. 

Tery,  adj,  tearful,  T.  iv.  821. 

Tescape,  to  escape,  F  1357. 

Tespye,  for  To  espye,  to  spy  out,  espy, 
B  1989, 4478. 

Testers,  pi,  head-pieces,  A  2499. 

Testes,  s,  pi,  vessels  for  assaying  metals 
(Tyrwhitt),  G  818. 

Testif ,  adj,  heady,  headstrong,  T.  v.  802 ; 
A  4004. 

Tete,  s,  teat,  A  3704. 

Tezpoiinden,  to  expound,  B  1716. 

Text,  s.  text,  quotation  from  an  author, 
B  45;  saying,  A  177,  182;  text  (as  op- 
posed to  a  gloss),  3.  333. 

Textuel,  o^'.  well  versed  in  texts,  learned. 
H  235 ;  I  57. 

Teyd,  pp.  tied,  bound.  £  2432. 

Teyne,  s.  a  thin  plate  of  metal,  G  1225, 
1229.    Lat.  ttenia. 

Th*,  for  The;  common,  as  in  thabsence, 
for  the  absence. 

Tnabsence,  the  absence,  A  1^9. 

Thadversitee,  the  adversity,  £  756. 

Thakketh,  pr,  s,  strokes,  pats,  D 
A.ii>.  paccian. 

Thalierbte,  /or  Thee  alighte;  in  thee 
alighte,  alignted  in  thee.  B  1660. 

Thank,  s,  expression  of  thanks,  A  612; 
thanks,  £  ^88;  can  th,,  owes  thanks, 
A  1808;  his  th.,  the  thanks  to  him, 
L.  452;  my  thankes,  by  my  goodwill, 
willingly,  R.  1666;  his  thankes,  of  his 
free  will,  willingly.  A  1626;  hir  thankes, 
of  their  own  will,  A  2114. 

Thanke,  i  pr.  s.  thank,  £  1088;  Th.  hit 
thee,  thank  thee  for  it.  10.  51. 

Thanne,  adv.  then.  D  2004.  I  104 ;  Than, 
then.  A  12 ;  next,  5. 324 ;  er  than,  sooner 
than,  before.  G  899. 

Thar,  pr.  s.  impers.  (it)  is  necessary,  is 
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needful;  (Aar  ye,  it  is  needful  that  ye, 
82258;  thar  thee/W  is  needful  for  thee, 
you  need,  or  thou  needst,  D  329,  336, 
1365,  H  352 ;  ///«/  thar,  it  is  needful  lor 
him,  he  needs,  T.  ii.  1661 ;  he  must, 
A  4320;  Thurle,  //.  j. ;  th.  him,  he 
needed,  R.  1089,  1324;  yow  thurfte,  you 
would  n«*ed,  you  need,  T.  iii.  572. 

Tharivaile,  the  arrival,  the  landing, 
HF.  451. 

Tharmes,  the  arms,  armorial  bearings, 
HF.  141 1. 

Tharray,  the  array,  A  716. 

Thascry,y2^  The  ascry,  the  alarm,  T.  ii. 
61X. 

ThEissay,  the  assay,  the  endeavour,  5.  2. 

Thasseflre,  the  siege,  T.  iv.  1480;  the 
besieging  force,  T.  iv.  62. 

ThasseniDlee,  the  assembly,  B  403. 

Thassexnblingre,  the  assembling,  B  2431. 

That,  rel.pion.  that  which,  whom,  3.  979; 
that  of,  from  whom,  3.  964;  That  oon, 
the  one,  A  4013 ;  That  other,  the  other, 
A  4013 :  That,  with  reference  to  whom, 
G  236;  if  that,  if,  3.  969,  971. 

Thaventayle,  for  The  aventayle,  the 
mouthpiece  of  a  helmet,  T.  v.  1558. 

Thavision,  for  The  avision,  the  vision, 
3-  285. 

Thavys,  the  advice,  A  3076. 

The,  dcf.  art.  A  2.  &c. 

The;  as  in  The  bet,  by  so  much  the 
better,  3.  668 ;  The  las,  by  so  much  the 
less,  3.  675. 

The.^r  Thee,/>^rj.  pron.  V  676,  &c. 

Theatre,  s.  theatre,  area  for  a  tourna- 
ment, A  1885. 

Thedom,  s.  success,  B  1595. 

Thee,  i:  thrive,  prr>sper,  R.  1067 ;  never 
mot  she  thee,  may  she  never  prosper, 
5-  569 ;  mot  he  never  thee,  may  he  never 
prosper,  T.  ii.  670 ;  iai  him  never  thee, 
let  him  never  prosper,  B  4622  ;  thou 
shalt  never  thee,  E  1388 ;  he  shal  never 
thee,  G  641 ;  also  moot  I  thee,  as  I  may 
thrive,  as  I  hope  to  prosper,  D  1215, 
E  1226;  so  moot  1  thee,  D  361 ;  as  mote 
I  thee,  T.  i.  341 ;  so  theech,  for  so  thee  ich, 
as  I  may  thrive,  as  I  hope  to  prosper, 
C  947,  G  929 ;  so  theek,  for  so  thee  ik,  as 
I  hope  to  prosper,  A  3864. 

Theer,  s,  thief,  robber,  D  1338. 

Theefly.  adv.  like  a  thief,  L.  1781. 

Theffect,  for  The  effect,  the  result,  A 
1189;  the  substance,  pith,  L.  1180,  2403; 
the  matter,  contents,  2.  56;  the  source, 
D  1451 ;  the  moral,  B  2148 ;  the  sum  (of 
the  matter),  A  2366. 


Thegrle,  the  eagle,  B  3573. 
Their,  the  air,  D  1939. 
ThembaSBadoura,  the  ambassadors.  T. 

IV.  140,  145. 

Theme,  s.  text,  thesis,  C  333, 425. 

Themperour,  the  emperor,  3.  368. 

Then,  conj.  than.  L.  1693,  2092. 

Thencens,  the  incense,  A  2277,  3938. 

Thenchavrntements,  //.  the  enchant- 
menis,  A  1944. 

Thenche,  v.  imagine,  A  3253. 

Thencheson,  for  The  encheson.  the 
reason,  cause,  'I',  v.  632. 

Thencrees,  the  mcrease,  A  275. 

Thende,  the  end,  B  423,  965, 3269. 

Thengrendriner,  the  engendring,  the  pro- 
cess of  production,  HF.  968. 

Thengryn,    the    (warlike)     engine,    HF. 

1934- 
Thenke,  v.  think  of,  5.  311 ;  i/r.  j.  think, 

intend,   E    641 ;     Thenkestow,    thlnkest 

thou,  r.  iv.  849,  1088;  Thoghte,  i  pt.  s. 

thought,  3.  448;    Thenke  on,  think   o( 

16.  47. 
Thenne,  adj.  thin,  A  4066. 
Thenne,  adv,  then,  T.  ii.  21a 
Thenne,  adv.  thence,  D  1141. 
Thennea,  adv.  thence,   i.  e.  away    frorn 

that  place,  T.  iv.  695 ;  thence.  R.  791 ; 

as  s.  the  place  that,  G  66. 
Thennes-forth,  adv.  thenceforth,  B  1755. 
Thentencioun,  the  intention,  G  1443. 
Thentente,  for  The  entente,  the  design, 

B  930;   the  purpose,  end,  G  1306;    the 

meaning,  T.  v.  1630. 
Thentree,  the  entrance,  A  1983. 
Thenvyoua,  for  The  envyous,  the  spite- 
ful, malicious,  3.  642. 
Theologrie,  s.  theology,  I  1043. 
Theorik,  s.  theory,  theoretical  explana- 
tion. A  pr.  98. 
Ther,  adv.  there,  B  62.  X190,  &c,;  where, 

T.  ii.  618;    when,   B  474;    whither,   at 

which,  B  469 ;  whereas,  D  1213,  G  724 ; 

wherefore,  T.  iii.  1437;  wherever,  D  ia8 ; 

as  to  which,  T.  ii.  588 ;  wherefore  (I  pray 

that),  D  1561. 
Ther-aboute,  adv.  about   it,  D    1837; 

therein,  G  832 ;  round  it,  A  937. 
Therafter,  adv.  afterwards,  3.  66. 
Ther-agrayns,  p'ep.  against  that,  I  665 ; 

in  reply,  T.  ii.  36<^^. 
Ther-as,  Ther  as,  there  where,  where, 

B2384;  there.  I   162;  whereas,  D  1177; 

where  that,  A  34,  172;   when  that,   L. 

1277;  Tlier-as  that,  where,  i.  160;  Ther 

that,  where.  F  267. 
Therbe,  the  herb,  HF.  a9a 
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Ther-bifore,  adv.  before  that  time,  D  631 ; 
beforehand,  £  689,  729. 

Ther-bifom,  adv,  beforehand,  A  9034; 
previously,  A  3997. 

Therby,  by  it,  to  it,  D  984;  into  posses- 
sion of  it,  F  1115 ;  beside  it,  R.  1x84. 

Ther-fore,  adv.  therefore,  A  189 ;  for  that 
purpose,  A  809;  on  that  account,  L. 
1863;  on  that  point,  £  1141;   for  it,  L. 

Therfro,  therefrom,  from  it,  HF.  895. 

Ther-inne,  therein,  in  it,  B  1945,  3573. 

Ther-of ,  adv.  with  respect  to  that,  £  644 ; 
concerning  that,  3.  113a;  A  462;  from 
that,  3.  1166;  thereby,  I  314;  of  it,  20.  8. 

Ther-on,  adv,  thereupon,  A  160 ;  thereof, 

F3. 
Ther-oute,  adv,  out  there,  out  in  the  open 

air.  B  3362;  outside  there,  G  1136. 

Therthe,  the  earth,  R.  1433. 

Therto,  adv,  besides,  moreover,  D  1251 ; 
to  it,  2. 100 ;  hkewise,  R.  1262. 

Ther-upon,  adv.  immediately,  A  8x9. 

Ther-whyles,  whilst,  B  5.  p  6.  250. 

Theirwitll,  adv.  withal,  for  all  that.  3. 954 ; 
moreover,  F  931 ;  thereupon,  3.  275 ;  at 
the  same  time,  B  32x0. 

Ther-with-al,  thereupon,  A  1078 ;  there- 
with, with  it,  by  means  of  it,  A  566; 
beside  it,  besides,  R.  226;  at  once,  L. 
148 ;  thereat,  L.  864. 

Thescbavinere,  the  exchange,  T.  iv.  146. 

Thescbewingr,  the  avoidmg  (of  any- 
thing). 5.  140. 

Thestat,  the  estate,  the  rank,  condition, 
A  716. 

Thewed,  pp. ;  w^l  thewed,  of  good  dis- 
position, 4.  x8o. 

Thewes,  s.  pi,  habits,  natural  qualities, 
E  409,  1542;  good  qualities,  virtues, 
G  xox ;  customs,  habits,  manners,  T.  ii. 
723 ;  morals,  HF.  1834. 

Thexcellent,  the  excellent,  B  150. 

Thexcuse,  thee  excuse.  D  161 1. 

Thexecucion,  the  execution,  xo.  65. 

Thexpdridnce,  the  experience.  £  2238. 

Thider,  adv,  thither,  A  1263. 

Thider-ward,  adv,  thither,  A  2530. 

Thikke,  adj,  thick,  A  549 ;  stout,  plump, 

Thikke.  adv.  thickly.  R.  1396. 
Thlkke-herd,  adj.  thick-haired,  A  2518. 
Thikke-sterred,    adj.   thickly   covered 

with  stars,  A.  ii.  23.  2. 
Tbilke,  that.  R.  660.  &c.:  such  a,  A  183; 

that  same,  A  X193;    ^^^^  ^^^  <^^i  ^  5^! 

//.  those,  HF.  173. 
Tniznaere,  the  image,  L.  1760. 


Thin?,  s.  fact,  C  156;  property,  wealth, 

R.  206;   deed,  legal  document,  A  325; 

for  arty  thing,  at  any  cost,  A  276 ;  Thing, 

//.    things,    L,   XI,  2140;    Thinges,  //. 

things,  A  175;    matters  of  business,  B 

1407 ;  poems,  L.  364 ;  pieces  of  music, 

F  78 ;  services,  prayers,  B  1281. 
Tbinerot,  the  ingot.  G  X233. 
Tbinke,  v,  seem,  T.  i.  4f)5;   Thinkcth, 

pr.  s,  tmpers.  (it)  seems,  B  1901 ;  tnt  th,, 

it  seems  to  me,  A  37,  2207 ;  haw  th,  yew, 

how    does    it    seem    to    you,  D  2204; 

Thoghte,  //.  J.  impers.  (it)  seemed,  L. 

1697;  me  ihou^hte,  it  seemed  to  me,  A 

385 ;  him  th.,  it  seemed  to  him.  A  68a ; 

us  th,,  it  seemed  to  us,  A  785 ;  hir  th.,  it 

seemed  to  her,  D  965,  967. 
Tbinne,  adj.  thin.  A  67^;   poor,  feeble, 

9.  36;  £  1682;  scanty,  limited,  G.  741. 
Tbirletb,  pr,  s,  pierces,  7.  211;  pp,  A 

27  xo. 
Tbis.'A  175,  &c;  contracted  form  <»/thi8 

is,  T.  ii.  363.  iii.  936,  v.  151 ;    This  is, 

pronounced  this.  ^.  411.  6ao;    A   1091, 

D  91;  Thise  (dhiiz),//.  (monosyllabic), 

A  701,  B  59,  &c. 
Tbo,  pi.  those.  A  498,  1123.  2351.  3246. 
Tbo,  adv.  then,  at  that  time,  A  993,  3329, 

&c. ;  siill,  3.  1054. 
Tbocoident,  the  Occident,  the  west,  B 

3864. 
Tbofflce,  the  office,  the  duty,  B  2863. 
Tbogrbt,  s.  anxiety,  B  1779,  E  80. 
Tbofirbtful,  adj.  moody,  1  677. 
Tbolde,  //.  the  old,  D  857. 
Tboled,  pp.  suffered,  D 1546.  A.  S.  f>olittM. 
Tbombe,  s.  thumb,  A  563. 
Tbonder,  s.  thunder,  A  49a. 
Tbonder-dint,    s.  stroke   of  lightning, 

D  276 :  -dent,  thunder-clap,  A  3807. 
Tbonder-lesrt,  s.  thunder-bolt,  B  i.  m  4. 

12 ;  lightning,  I  839. 
Tbonke,  \pr.  s.  thank,  E  380. 
Tbon6ur,  the  honour,  B  1767,  £  1449. 
Tborgrb,  pre^.  through,  q.  127.  129. 
Tborient,  the  orient,  the  east.  B  3871, 

3883. 
Tborierioal,  the  original,  L.  1558. 
Tborisonte,  the  horison,  £  1797,  F  1017. 
Tborisoun,  the   orison,  the   prayer,  A 

2261. 
Tborpes,  pi.  villages,  5.  ^sa 
Tboruerh-pcbBsen,  pr.  pi,  penetrate,  B  4. 

m  3.  49. 
Tboufirbt,  s.  anxiety,  T.  I  579. 
Tboumbe,  s.  thumb,  A.  i.  i.  2, 
Tbotirfirb^lrt,/^.  struck  through.  T.  iv. 

627.    From  M/E^gurden,  to  strike. 
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Thral,  s.  thrall,  slave,  subject,   servant, 

B  3^13.  C  183.  D  155. 
Thral,   adj,  enthralled.  A   1552,   1    137; 

Thralle,//.  enthralled,  B  2751 ;  Thral.  as 

pi,  L.  1940. 
Thraldom,  s.  slavery.  B  286.  338. 
Thralle,  v,  subject,  T.  i.  235 ;  subjugate, 

R.  882. 1 
Thraste,//.  j.  thrust,  T.  ii.  1155. 
Threde,  v.  thread,  R.  99. 
Threed,  j.  thread,  A  2030 ;  ^  thread   (of 

destiny),  T.  v.  7. 
Threpe,  x  pr.  pi.  (we)  call,  assert  to  be, 

G  826.    A.  S.  priapian. 
Threshfold,  s.  threshold,  A  348a. 
Threste,  v,  thrust,  push,  A  2612;  //.  //. 

vexed,  T.  iv.  254. 
Threte,  v.  threaten.  L.  754. 
Thretingr,  J.  menace,  G  698. 
Thretty,  adj.  thirty,  F  1368. 
Thridde,  third,  A  1463.  2271. 
Thrift,  s.  success,  welfare,   T.    ii.    847; 

profit,  success,  G  739,  1425 ;  good  thrift 

bad,  prayed  for  the  welfare  (of),  blessed, 

T.  in.  1249;  by  my  thrift,  if  I  succeed, 

T.  ii.  1483. 
Thriftieste,  most  successful,  T.  i.  xo8i ; 

most  thriving,  T.  ii.  737. 
Thriftily,  adv.  carefully,  A   X05;    profit- 
ably. A  3131 ;  encouragingly,  F  1174. 
Thrifty,  adj.  profitable  (to  the  buyer), 

B  138;    serviceable,  D  238;    provident, 

7-  197- 
Thringre,  v.  press,  T.  iv.  66 ;  Throng,  pt.  s. 

forced  his  way,  7.  55 ;  thrust,  E  2353. 
Thrlste,  pt.  s.  thrust,  T.  iii.  1574. 
Thrittene,  thirteen,  D  2259. 
Thritty,  thirty,  E  1421. 
Throf ,  pt.  5.  <?/'rhryve. 
Throngr,  pt.  s.  tf/ Thringe. 
Throp,  s.  thorp,  small  village.  E  199.  208. 
Throstel,  s.  throstle,  song- thrush,  5.  364. 
Throte,  s.  throat,  3.  945. 
Throte-bolle,  s.  ball  of  the  throat.  *  the 

protuberance  in  the  throat  called  Adam's 

apple.'  A  4273. 
Throufifh-out,  quite  through,  11.  3. 
Throwe,  s.  short  space  of  time,  while, 

period,  B  953,  3326. 
Throwe,  get.  to  throw,  T.  ii.  971 ;  Threw, 

pt.  s.  T.  iii.  184 ;  Threwe,  //.  pi.  R.  786 ; 

Throwe, />/.  thrown,  L.  i960;  Throwen, 

pp.  cast,    HF.    1325;    t\visted,    turned, 

T.  iv.  II 59. 
Throwes,  pi.  torments,  T.  v.  206 ;  throes, 

T.  V.  1 201. 
Thrustel.  s.  thrush.  B  1963. 
Thrusteth,  pr.  s.  thirsts,  yearas,  L.  103. 


Thrustle-cok,  s.  male  thrush,  B  1959. 
Thrye,  adv.  thrice.  T.  ii.  89,  463. 
Thryes,  adv.  thrice.  A  63.  463. 
Thryve,  v.  thrive,  prosper,  E   172;  g^tr. 

G  141 1 ;  so  thr.  I,  as  I  hope  to  thrive, 

D  1764:    Throf.  pt.  s.  flourished.  B  3. 

m  4.  5. 
Thryvingre,  adj.  vigorous,  B  5.  m  4.  24 

(Lat.  ttigfns). 
Thunworthiest,  the  unworthiest.  22.  19. 
Thurfte,  //.  s.  impers.  (with  yoto),  you 

would  need,  you  need,  T.  iii.  572.     See 

Thar. 
Thur^h,  prep,  through,  i.  27 ;  by  means 

ot,  A  920. 
Thurgrh-darted,  pp.  transfixed  with  a 

dart.  r.  i.  325. 
Thurgrhfare,  j.  thoroughfare,  A  2847. 
Thurgrh-grirt,  //.    pierced    through.    A 

1010. 
Thurgrhout,  prep,  throughout.  F  46;  all 

through.  B  256,  464;   quite  through,  C 

655- 
Thurgh-shoten,  pp.  shot  through,  T.  L 

325- 
Thurrok,   j.    sink,    the    lowest    internal 

part  of  a  ship's  hull,  I  363.  715.     A.S. 

purritc. 
Thurst,  J.  thirst,  B  100. 
Thursteth,  pr.  s.  thirsts.  T.  v.  1406 ;  //.  s. 

imp^rs.  he  was  thirsty,  B  3229. 
Thurte ;  see  Thar. 
Thwitel,  s.  large  knife,  whittle,  A  3933. 
Thwyte,  pr.  pi.  whittle,  cut  up  for,  HF. 

1938;  Thwiten, />/.  carved,  whittled,  R. 

933- 
Tid,//. //Tyde. 

Tidifs,  J.  pi.  small  birds,  F  648.    Cf.  Eng. 

titmouse,  titlark.    See  Tydif. 
Tikel,  adj.  unstable,  A  3428. 
Tlkelnesse,  s.  instability,  13.  3. 
Tikled.  //.  s.  tickled,  D  395. 
Til  {before  a  vov^l),  prep,  to,  A  180;  as  a 

Northern  word  (before  a  consonant),  A 

41 10;  Til  and  fra,  toand  fro  (Northern), 

A  4039.     I  eel.  til. 
Til,  conj.  until,  A  1760 ;  ///  that,  A  1490,  F 

^60. 
Tilyere,  s.  tiller,  B  5.  p  x.  86. 
Timber,  r.  material.  T.  iii.  530. 
Timbestre,    s.    ft^male    timbrel-plajrer, 

tambourine-player.  R.  769. 
Timbres,  s.  pi.  timbrels,  tambourines.  R. 

772. 
Tipet,  s.  tippet,  cape,  A  233. 
Tiptoon,  pi.  tiptoes.  B  4497. 
Tissew,  s.  a  band,  T.  ii.  639. 
Tit,  pr.  s.  betides,  T.  i.  333.    See  Tydo. 
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Titerlnff,  s,  hesitation,  vacillation.  T.  ii. 

17+1. 
Tltlelees,  adj.  without  a  title,  usurping, 

H  22q. 

To  (t6o) ,  J.  toe,  A  2726 ;  Toon,  //.  B  4052 ; 
Toos,  p/.  B  4370. 

To  (t66),  prefi.  to,  A  2;  gone  to,  A  30; 
(used  after  its  case),  G  1449 ;  for,  1. 184 ; 
as  to,  as  for,  L.  2096 ;  Aim  to,  for  him,  3. 
771 ;  to  that,  until,  4.  239. 

To,  adv.  too,  B  2129 ;  moreover,  beside,  T. 
i.  540;  overmuch,  G  1423;  to  badde,  too 
evil,  very  evil,  L.  2597. 

To-  ( I ) ,  intensive  prefix,  lit.  in  twain,  asun- 
der.    A.  S.  to-,  G.  zer-. 

To-  (2),  prepositional  prefix  ^  as  in  To-fom. 
A.  S.  to-,  G.  tu-. 

To-bete,  v.  beat  amain,  T.  v.  1763;  beat 
severely,  G  405. 

To-breke,  v.  break  in  pieces ;  pr,  s.  (it) 
breaks  in  pieces,  K.  277;  breaks  asun- 
der, G  907;  is  violently  broken,  HF. 
779;  To-broken,  pp.  broken  in  pieces, 
destroyed,  16.  i ;  To-broke,  pp.  broken 
in  half,  D  277 ;  severely  bruised,  A  4277. 

To-breste,  v.  burst  in  twain,  T.  ii.  608 ; 
pr.  s.  subj.  may  (she)  break  in  twain,  T. 
iv.  1546 ;  may  be  broken  in  twain,  i.  16 ; 
pr.  pi.  break  in  pieces,  A  a6ii;  To- 
brosten,/^.  broken  in  twain,  A  2691. 

To-cleve,  v.  cleave  in  twain,  T.  v.  613. 

To-da8ahte,//.j.  dashed  violently  about, 
R.  337 ;  pp.  much  bruised,  T.  ii.  640. 

Tode,  s.  toad,  i  636. 

To-drawen,  pr.  pi.  allure,  B  4.  m  3.  46 ; 
To-drowen,  pt.  pi.  tore  in  pieces,  B  1. 
p  3.  42 ;  To-drawen,  pp.  distracted,  B  i. 

P  S-  7«>- 
To-driven,//,  scattered,  L.  1280. 

To-fom.  prep,  before,  F  268 ;  ^od  to-fom, 

in  God's  sight,  T.  i.  1049. 
To-fom,  adv.  in  front,  beforehand,  B  5. 

p  6.  300. 
To-ereder,  adv.  together,  $.  555 ;  To-gider, 

B  3222 ;  To-gidre,  A  824. 
Togrht,  <idj.  taut,  D  2267. 
To-gro,  pp.  dispersed,  L.  653. 
To-grreve,  v.    grieve    excessively,  T.  i. 

lOOI. 

To-hangron,  v.  put  to  death  by  hanging, 

HF.  1782. 
To-hepe,  adv.  (lit.  into  a  heap),  together, 

T.  iii.  1764;  L.  2009. 
To-hewen,/>r.//.  hew  in  twain,  A  2609; 

pp.  cMi  through,  T.  ii.  638;  To-hewe,/>^. 

hewn  in  pieces,  B  430. 
Toke,  2pt.  s.  tookest,  3.  483;  pt.pl.  took, 

F  1240 ;  received,  F  356. 


To-lauflrli»  pf.  s.  laughs  out,  lauf  hs  exces- 
sively, T.  ii.  1 108.   (Short  ior  to-7au^AetA.) 

Told,  -e ;  see  Telle. 

ToUen  (i),v.  take  toll,  A  562. 

ToUen  (2),  v.  attract,  entice,  B  3.  p  7.  18. 

Toxnbesteres,  s.  pi.  /em.  dancing  girls, 
lit.  female  tumblers,  C  477.  A.  S.  turn- 
bian,  to  tumble,  dance. 

Tomblinere.  pres.  pt.  as  adj.  fleeting, 
transitory,  B  2.  m  3.  2Z  (Lat.  caducis). 

To-melte,  v.  melt  utterly,  T.  iii.  348. 

Tonere,  s.  tongue,  3.  930;  A  265;  dot. 
speech,  language,  16.  21. 

Tongred,  pp.  tongued.  3.  927. 

Tongres,  s.pl.  tongs,  I  555. 

Tonne,  s.  tun,  barrel,  cask,  A  3894. 

Tonne-grreet,  adj.  great  as  a  tun,  A  1994. 

Toon, Toos,  pi.  of  To,  s. 

Tooth-ake,  s.  toothache,  R.  1098. 

Top,  s.  top,  A  2915;  top  (of  the  mast), 
main-top,  L.  639;  tuft  of  hair,  C  255; 
top  (of  the  head),  A  590;  crown  (of  the 
head),T.  iv.  996;  Top  and  tail,  begin- 
ning and  end,  HF.  880. 

To-race,  pr.pl.  subj.  tear  in  pieces,  E  572. 
Here  race  is  probably  short  for  or  ace  ^  to 
tear  up. 

Tord,  s.  piece  of  dung,  B  2120,  C  955. 

To-rende,  pr.  pi.  subj.  tear  in  pieces,  T. 
ii.  790;  To-rente,  pt.  s.  distracted,  T.  iv. 
341 ;  rent  asunder,  B  3215 ;  tore  in 
pieces,  L.  820;  To-rent,  pp.  rent  in 
pieces,  C  102,  £  1012. 

Torets,  //.  small  rings  on  the  collar  of  a 
dog,  A  2152.    See  Turet. 

Tormentingre,  s.  torture,  E  1038. 

T6rnient6ur,  s.  tormentor,  10.  18;  exe- 
cutioner, B  818. 

Tormentrye,  s.  torture,  D  251. 

Tormentyse,  s.  torment,  B  3707. 

Tom,  s.  turn,  C  815. 

Tomen,  v.  turn,  G  1403;  return,  A 
1488. 

Tomey,  s.  tourney,  T.  iv.  1660. 

To-romblen,  v.  rumble,  crash,  U  1218. 

Tortuos,  adj.  lit.  tortuous,  i.  e.  oblique, 
applied  to  the  six  signs  of  the  zodiac 
(Capricorn  to  Gemini),  which  ascend 
most  rapidly  and  obliquely;  Tortuous, 
B'302. 

To-scatered,  pp.  dispersed,  D  1969. 

To-shake.  pp.  shaken  to  pieces,  L.  962 ; 
tossed  about,  L.  1765. 

To-shivered,  pp.  been  destroyed,  5. 493. 

To-shrede,  pr.  pi.  cut  into  shreds.  A 
2609. 

To-slltered,  pp.  slashed  with  numerous 
cuts,  R.  840. 
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To-8terte,  v,  start  asunder,  burst.  T.  ii. 
980. 

To-8toupe,  V.  stoop  forwards,  D  1560. 

To-8winke,  /r.  //.  labour  greatly,  C  519. 

To-tar,  //.  J.  tore  in  pieces,  rent,  B  3801. 

Totelere,  suM,  as  adj.  tattling,  tale- 
bearing. L.  353. 

To-tere,  /r.  pf.  rend,  tear  in  pieces,  C 
474 ;  To-tar,  //.  s.  rent,  B  3801 ;  To-tore, 
pp.  G  635 ;  To-torn,  pp.  much  torn,  3. 
no;  defaced,  T.  iv.  358;  dishevelled,  R. 

Tother:  tAe  tother  {/or  that  other),  the 

other,  L.  325  a. 
To-trede.  v.;  al  to-trede,  trample  under 

foot,  I  864. 
Toty,  adj.  dizzy,  A  4253.    Spenser  has 

totty  :  F.  Q.  vii.  7.  39. 
Touohlnfire,  s.  touch,  I  207. 
Toucrh,  adi.  troublesome,  pertinacious,  in 

phr.  make    it   tough^  to   behave    in  a 

troublesome,  pertinacious,  and  forward 

manner,  T.  v.  loi ;   made  it  tough,  was 

captious,  3.  531 ;  behaved  pertinaciously, 

T.  iii.  87. 
ToumbliDGr,  adj.  perishing,  B  3.  p  9. 168. 

See  Tomblinfire. 
Toun,  5.   town,  A  217;    fturn,  B  4138; 

neighbourhood.  R.  446. 
Tour,  J.  tower,  F  176 ;  tower  (of  London), 

A  3256;  mansion  (in  astrology),  4.  113. 

(In  B  2096,  the  sense  is  that  his  crest 

was    a    miniature    tower,    with    a    Uly 

above  it.) 
Touret,  s.  turret,  A  1900. 
Toume,  v.  turn,  T.  ii.  688;   return,  D 

988. 
Tourney insre,  s.  tournament.  R.  1206. 
Toumeyment,  s.  tournament,  B  1906. 
Toumingr,  s-  turning  round,  R.  761. 
Toute,  s.  buttocks,  backside,  A  3812. 3853. 
Toverbyde,  ger.  to  survive,  D  1260. 
Towayle,  s.  towel,  cloth.  R.  161 ;  Towaille, 

^  3935  •  3943* 
Towne ;  out  of  /.,  away,  T.  iii.  570,  577. 

1091. 
To-wonde,  pt.  s.  {with  substitution  of  the 

weak  for  the  strong  form,  as  in  abreyde). 

flew  in  pieces,  became  broken,  4.  102. 

The  form  towond,  flew  in  pieces,  occurs 

in  Sir  Ferumbras.  2568. 
To-yere,  adv.  this  year.  HF.  84;  D  168. 
Tra.ce,  s.  trace,  steps,  14.  3;  Traas,  pro- 
cession, L.  285. 
Trace,  i  pr.  pi.  go,  5.  54. 
Trad,  pt.  s.  of  Trede. 
Trafiredlen,  s.  writer  of  tragedy,  B   3. 

P6.3. 


Traisoun,  s.  treason,  B  4307. 
Traitorye,  treachery,  B  781. 
Traito\ir,  j.  traitor.  HF.  267. 
Tranalaten,  ger.  to  translate,  L.  370 ;  pp. 

changed,  dressed  afresh,  E  385. 
Transmuwe,  v.  transform,  T.  iv.  467; 

pp.  T.  iv.  830. 
Transporten,  v.  extend,  B  i.  p  4.  241. 
Trappe,  s.  trap,  snare,  A  145 ;  trap-door. 

entrance,  T.  iii.  741. 
Trapped,  pp.  furnished  with  trappings^  A 

289a 
Trappe-dore,  s.  trap-door.  T.  iii.  759. 
Trappures,  pi.  trappings  for  horses.  A 

2499. 
Traunce,  s.  trance,  A 1573;  halfKX>nscious 

state,  B  3906 ;  brown  study,  D  22i6w 
Traunce,  ger.  to  tramp  about,  T.  iii.  690. 
Trave,  s.  wooden  frame  for  holding  un- 
ruly horses,  A  3282.    O.  F.  tref  from  LaL 

ace.  trabem,  beam. 
Travers,  s.  'traverse,'  a  curtain,  screen, 

T.  iii.  674;  E1817. 
Trayed,  pt.  s.  betrayed,  HF.  390 ;  L.  2486. 
Trays,  s.  traces,  T.  i.  222;  A  2139.  -  O.  F. 

trais,  pi.  of  trait,  a  trace.    The  K.  traces 

is  a  double  plural. 
Traysen,  ger.  to  betray,  T.  iv.  438. 
Trayteresse,  s.  fem.  traitress,  3.    690, 

813. 
Tray  tour,  s.  traitor,  A  1130:  gen.  pi.  of 

traitors,  hence  traitorous,  C  896. 
Trecherye,    5.    treachery,    trickery.    B 

«4Sao- 

TrechoureB,//.  traitors.  R.  197. 

Trede,  i  pr.pl.  tread,  A  3022 ;  Tret.  pr.  s. 

treads,  D   2002;  Trad,  pt.  s,  trode,  B 

4368:  Troden.pt.pl.  HF.  2153:  Troden, 

pp.  stepped,  C  712. 
Trede-foul,  s.  treader  of  fowls,  B  3135, 

4641. 
TrafiT^die,  s.  tragedy,  sad   story,   T.  t. 

1786. 
Tregrotour,  s.  a  juggler  who  used   me- 
chanical contrivances,  HF.  1277;  pi.  F 

1141. 
Trench,  s.  a  hollow  walk,  alley.  F  39a. 

F.  trancher,  to  cut 
Trenchant,  adj.  cutting,  sharp,  A  3930. 
Trenden,  v.  revolve.  B  3.  m  11. 4. 
TrentalB,  pi.  (sets  of)  thirty  masses  for 

the  dead,  D  17x7,  1724. 
Tresor,  s.  treasure,  wealth,  B  44a,  C  779. 
Tresorere,  s.  treasurer,  i.  107 ;  19.  18. 
Tresorie,  s.  treasury,  HF.  524. 
Treapas,  j.  wrong.  B  2547 ;  transgression, 

L.  408.  463. 
Trespaaaours,  s.  pi.  offenders.  B  ^54^. 
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Tresse,  s.  a  (three-fold)  plait  (of  hair), 

R.  779;  HF.  230;  A  1049. 
Tresse,  ^er,  to  dresb  (my)  hair,  to  plait, 

K-  599;  pp.  plaited,  D  344. 
TressouP,  s,  head-dress,  R.  568.    Proba- 
bly a  '  caul,'  or  net  of  gold  thread. 
Tret,  pr.  s.  o/Trede, 
Tretable,  adj.  tractable,  docile,  I  658; 

yielding,  L.  411;  inclinable,  3.  923;  in- 
clined to  talk,  3.  5^3. 
Trete,  v,  treat,   T.  iv.  58 ;  treat  of,  tell,  5. 

34:  ^er,  to  speak,  converse,  C  64;  //. 

explained,  B  5.  p  i.  3. 
Tretee,  s.  treaty,  A  1288;  discussion,  F 

X2io;  agreement,  £  1892. 
Tretis,  J.  treaty,  B  233;    account,  T.  ii. 

1697 ;  treatise,  A.  pr.  5 ;  story,  B  2x47. 
Tretys,  adj.  well-proportioned,  long,  A  \ 

152;  well-fashioned,  R.  1016;  graceful, 

R.  932.    O.  F.  trgfis. 
Trewe,  adj.  true,  A  531 ;  honest,  L.  464 ; 

p/.  the  faithful.  B  456. 
Trewe,  adu.  correctly,  8.  4. 
Trewe,  s.  truce,  T.  iii.  1779,  iv.  58 ;  Trewes, 

p/.  the  days  of  truce,  T.  v.  401. 
Trewe  love,  s.  true-love  (probably  a  leaf 

of  herb  paris  or  some  aromatic  confec- 
tion), A  3692. 
Trewely,  adv.  truly,  certainly,  A  481. 
Trewer,  ad/,  truer.  6.  117. 
Trewer,  adv.  more  truly,  3.  927. 
Treweste,  adj.  super l.  truest,  F  1539. 
Treye,  num. '  tray.'  three,  C  6^3. 
Triocle,  s.  a  sovereign  remedy,  B  479,  C 

314.     O.  F.  triacle. 
Trikled,//.^/.  trickled,  B  1864. 
Trille,  v.  turn,  twirl,  F  316.    Ct  Swed. 

trilla,  to  turn  round. 
Trip.  5.  small  piece.  D  1747. 
Tiippe,  V.  dance.  A  3328 ;  ger,  to  trip,  to 

move  briskly  with  the  feet,  F  312. 
Trist,  5.  trust,  T.  i.  154,  iii.  403. 
Triste,  s.  tryst,  station,  T.  ii.  1534. 
Triste,  V.  trust,  L.  333;  ger,  to  trust  (to), 

L.  1885. 
Tristicia,  sadness,  I  725. 
Troden;  seeTrede. 
Trogrb,  J.  trough.  A  3627. 
Tromiie,  s.  trumpet,  L.  635. 
Tromped,  //.  s.  sounded  the  trumpet,  E 

1719. 
Trompes,  pi.  tnimpeters,  7.  30 ;  A  2671. 
Tronchoun,  s.  broken  shaft  of  a  spear, 

A  2615.     O.  F.  tronchon. 
Trone,  s.  throne,  A  2529 ;  throne  (of  God) , 

heaven,  C  842. 
Tropik,  J.  the  turning-point,  a  name  for 

the  solstitial  points,  A.  i.  17. 13. 


Tropos,  s,  a  turning;  but  interpreted  by 

Chaucer    to    mean    '  agaynward,'    i.  e. 

backward,  A.  i.  17.  13. 
Trotteth,  pr.  s.  trots,  1.  e.  goes,  is,  E  1538. 
Troublable,  adj.  disturbing,  B  4.  m  2. 

12. 
Trouble,  adj.  tempestuous,  turbid,  B  x. 

m  7.  3;  dull.  H  279;  disturbed,  I  537; 

nnxious,  E  465 ;  vexed,  6.  133. 
Troubly,  adj.  cloudy,  obscure,  B  4.  m  5. 

35- 
Trouthe,  s.  truth,  A  46;  fidelity,  L.  267; 

troth,  promise,  A  16x0. 
Trowen,  v.  believe,  H  F.  699 ;  ipr.s.  trow, 

believe,   imagine,   A    155;    Irowestow, 

dost  thou  think.  B  i.  p  3.  24. 
Troyewardes,  to,  towards  Troy,  T.  i.  59. 
Trufles.  s.pi.  trifles,  I  715. 
Trumpen,  v.  blow  the  trumpet,  HF.  1243. 
Trussed,  pp.  packed.  A  681. 
Truwe,  s.  truce,  T.  iv.  X312.  1314. 
Tryce,  v.  pull,  drag  away,  B  3715.    Ct  E. 

tnce  up  (nautical  term). 
Trye.  adj.  choice,  excellent.  B  2046. 
Tryne  compas,  the  threefold  world,  con- 
taining earth,  sea,  and  heaven,  G  45. 
Tubbe,  s.  tub,  A  3621. 
Tuel,  s.  pipe,  slender  chimney,  HF.  1649. 

O.  F.  tuel,  F.  tuyau. 
Tukked,  pp.  tucked,  A  621. 
Tulle,  V.  entice,  allure,  A  4134. 
Tungre,  s.  tongue,  x.  128. 
Turet,  J.  the  eye  in  which  the  ring  of  the 

astrolabe  turned,  A.  i.  2.  i.    Cotgrave 

has  'Touret,  the  little  ring  by  which  a 

Hawkes  lune  or  leash  is  fastened  unto 

the  I  esses.'    See  Torets. 
Turment,  s.  torment.  R.  274. 
Turmente,  ger.  to  vex,  L.  871. 
Tume,  ger.  to  turn,  A  2454;  v.  turn  (in  a 

lathe).  A  3928;    Tumen,  v.  return,   L. 

2619 ;  pp.  at  an  end,  3.  689. 
Tumeylnere,   s.   tournament,   A   2557; 

mock  tournament,  R.  1407. 
Turtel.  s.  turtle-dove.  A  3706.  E  2080. 
Turves,  s.  pi.  turf-plots,  patches  of  turf, 

L.  204 ;  E  223V 
Tusked,  providfed  with  tusks,  F  1254. 
Tuskes,  pi.  tusks,  T.  v.  1238. 
Tuwel,  s.  hole,  D  2148.    See  Tuel. 
Twelf .  twelve,  C  30. 
Twelfmonth,  s.  twelvemonth,  year,  A 

651.  D  909. 
Twelfte,  adj.  twelfth,  4.  139. 
Tweye.  two,  A  704.  792;  Twey,  B  2203; 

hv.  and  hv.,  in  pairs,  A  898. 
Tweyfold,  adj.  double,  G  566. 
Tweyne,  twam,  2.  76 ;  4. 95. 
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Twigr^es,  s.p/.  twigs,  HF.  1936. 

Twigrlite,  //.  J.  twitched,  drew  quickly, 
T.  iv.  1185:  Twight,  pp.  distraught,  (Ut. 
twitched),  T.  iv.  572;  pulled,  D  1563. 
The  infin.  is  Hoicchen. 

Twinkellng',  s.  twinkling,  4.  222;  mo- 
mentary blinking,  E  37. 

Twinkled,  //.  //.  twinkled,  A  267 ;  pp, 
winked,  B  2.  p  3.  79. 

Twinne,  v.  sever,  part,  T.  iv.  1197;  /w. 
from  his  wit^  lose  his  mind,  7.  102 ;  de- 
part, B  3195,  F  577;  ger.  to  separate, 
B  517 ;  to  depart  (Irom),  C  430. 

Twinnlngre,  J.  separation,  T.  iv.  1303. 

Twlste,  s.  (i)  twist,  tendril,  T.  iii.  1230; 
(2)  twig,  spray,  E.  2349. 

Twlato,  V.  wring,  torment,  F  566;  i  pt.  s, 
tortured,  D  494;  pt.  s.  wrung,  E  2005; 
Twiste,  pt.  s.  stibj.  would  compel,  con- 
strain, T.  iii.  1769;   Twist,  pp.  twisted, 

HF.  775. 
Two  so  rlche,  twice  as  rich,  L.  2291. 

Cf.  Ten. 
Twyes,  adv.  twice,  A  4348;  Twye,  A.  i. 

16.  13. 
Tyd,  sb.  time,  hour,  T.  ii.  1739;  {usuai/y) 

Tyde.  R.  1452;   season,  F  142;   Tydes, 

p/.  tides,  A  401. 
Tyden,  v.  befall,  happen,  B  337;  pr.  s. 

comes  (to),  (a  Northern  form)  A  4175; 

Tit,  pr.  s.  bt^tides,  T.  i.  333;    Tid,  //. 

happened,  T.  i.  907. 
Tydlf,  J.  small  bird,  perhaps  the  titmouse, 

L.  154.    See  Tidifs. 
Tyme,  s.  time,  A  35,  44;  by  iyme,  early, 

betimes,  L.  452;    tn  good  tyme,  3.  370; 

Tymes,  pi.  hours,  5.  283 ;  moments,  R. 

380 ;  {preceded  by  a  number)  Tyme,  gen. 

pi.  times,  T.  i.  441. 
Tyne,  s.  barrel,  12.  9.    O.  F.  tine, 
Tyren,  v.  tear,  rend,  B  3.  m  12.  49;  pr. 

pl.  pull  to  pieces,  T.  i.  787. 
Tytled,  //.  dedicated,  I  894. 

U. 

Umbra  extensa,  or  recta,  the  lower  part  of 

the   '  skale ' ;     Umbra  versa,   the   upper 

pint  of  the  same,  A.  i.  12.  8. 
Umbreyde,  //.  s.  upbraided,  reproached, 

L.  1671. 
Unag-reable,  adj.  miserable,  B  x.  m  x. 

32  ( I^it.  irigratas). 
Unbityde,  v.  fail  to  happen,  B  5.  p  4.  39. 
Unbodie,  v.  leave  the  borlv,  T.  v.  1550. 
Unbokele,  v.  unbuckle,  V\^^. 
Unbrent,  pp.  unburnt,  B  1658. 
Unbroyden,/^.  unbraidcd,  T.  iv.  817. 


UnbvLXumnesse,  s.  unsubmissiveness, 
24.  27. 

Uncircuxnscrlpt,  pp.  boundless,  T.  v. 
1865. 

Unconniner,  adj.  unskilful,  6.  75. 

Unconxilngre,  s.  ignorance,  B  3066. 

Unconvenable,  adj.  unsuitable,  I  431. 

Uncouple,  7'.  to  let  loose,  B  3692. 

Uncouth,  adj.  curious,  A  2497;  strange, 
HF.  1279  (where  the  text  has  uncomtke. 
but  read  uncouth). 

Uncouthly,  adv.  uncommonly,  strik- 
ingly. R.  584. 

Uncovenable,  adj.  unseemly,  I  631; 
untit  (for  g<K>d),  B  4.  p  6.  333. 

Uncunnin^e.  adj.  ignorant,  B  i.  p  z.  68. 

Uncurteisly,  adv.  rudely,  E  2363. 

Undefouled,  undefiled,  B  2.  p  4.  24. 

Undepartable,  adj.  inseparable,  B  4.  p 
3.  62. 

Undergrrowe,  pp.  of  short  stature,  A  156. 

Undermeles,  pl.  undern-times,  perhaps 
nftf  rnoons,  D  875.    See  below. 

Undem,  s.  B  4412,  E  260,  981.  A  ]>ar- 
ticular  time  in  the  morning  is  here 
implied,  either  about  9  a.m.,  or  some- 
what later.  (Also  applied  to  signify 
mid-afternoon.) 

Undernom,  //.  s.  perceived,  G  243; 
Und'Tnome,//*.  reproved,  I  401. 

Underput.  pp.  subjected.  B  i.  p  6.  97. 

Underpyghte,  //.  s.  stufl'ed,  filled  under- 
neath, B  789. 

Underspore,  v.  thrust  (the  staff)  under, 
push  beneath,  A  3465. 

Understonde,  v.  understand,  A  746:  pr. 
pl.  C  646 ;  Understode,  //.  s.  subj.  should 
understand,  T.  i.  1035;  Understonde. 
pp.  understood,  T.  v.  1186. 

Undertake,  v.  affirm,  E  803 ;  ger,  to  con- 
duct an  enterprise,  A  405;  warrant,  R. 
461 ;  dare  say,  B3516. 

Undevocloun,  s.  lack  of  devotion,  1  723. 

Undlgrne,  adj.  unworthy,  E  359. 

Undo,  ger.  to  unfold,  reveal,  3.  899;  v. 
unfasten,  T.  iii.  741 ;  pr.  s.  opens,  A  3727. 

Undoutous,  adj.  undoubting,  B  5.  p  i. 

32. 
Uneschewably,  adv,  inevitably,  B  5.  p 

3-  135- 
Uneschuable,  adj.  inevitable,  B  5.  p  z. 

105. 
Unethe.  adv.  scarcely ;  welunethe,  scarcely 

at  all,  HF.  2041. 
Unethes.  adv.  with  difficulty,  T.  ii.  566. 
UnfainouB,  adj.  lost  to  fame,  HF.  Z146. 
Unfestlich,  adj.  unfestive,  jaded,  F  366. 
Ungiltif,  adj.  guiltless,  1'.  iii.  1018. 
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Un-grrobbed,  adj.  not  digged  round,  9. 14. 
Unhap,  J.  ill  luck,  T.  i.  552. 
Unhappily,  adv.  unluckily,  T.  v.  937. 
Unhardy,  adj.  cowardly,  A  4210. 
Unhele,  s.  misfortune,  sickness,  C  116. 
Unholsom,  adj.  ailing,  weak,  T.  iv.  330. 
Universe  ;  in  universe,  universally,  T.  iii. 

36. 
Universitee,  s,  the  universal,  B  5.  p  4. 

187. 
Unkinde,  adj.  unnatuxal,  B  88;    cruel, 

5-  434- 
Unkindely,  adv.  unnaturally,  C  485. 

Unkindenesse,  s.  unkindness,  H  1057. 

Unkonningr,  ^J'  unskilful,  A  2393. 

Unkorven,  adj.  uncut,  unpruned,  9.  14. 

Unkouth,  adj.  strange,  T.  ii.  151. 

Unkunningre,  adj.  ignorant,  R.  686. 

Unlaced,  f/>.  disentangled,  B  3.  p  12.  166. 

Unleveful,  a^.not  permissible,  1 593, 777. 

Unloven,^/?/-.  to  cease  to  love.T.  v.  1698. 

Unlust,  s.  disinclination,  I  680. 

Unlyklinesse,  s.  difficulty  in  pleasing,  T. 
i.  16. 

Unlykly,  adj.  unpleasing,  £  2180. 

Unmanhod,  s.  an  unmanly  act,  T.  i.  824. 

Unmerie,  adj.  sad,  HF.  74. 

Unmigrbty ,  adj.  unable,  T.  ii.  858. 

Unneste,  /////>.  s.  leave  thy  nest,  T.  iv.  305. 

Unnethe,  adv.  scarcely,  hardly,  with 
dithculty,  A  3121,  B  1050,  1816,  3611. 

Unnethes,  adv.  scarcely,  B  1675,  D  2168. 

Unordred,  adj.  not  belonging  to  a  re- 
ligious order,  I  961. 

Unparigral,  adj.  unequal  (Lat.  infiarem), 
B  3.  p  I.  13. 

Unpleyten,  v.  unplait,  explain,  unfold, 
B  2.  p  8.  II. 

Unpurveyed,  adj.  unprovided,  uncared 
for,  B  2.  p  I.  22. 

Unraced,  adj.  unbroken,   untom,  B  4. 

P  I-  53- 
Unremeved,  pp.    unremoved,    without 

(its)  being  moved,  A.  ii.  46.  37. 
Unreste,  s.  restlessness,  D  1104. 
Unrigrht,  j.  wrong,  T.   iv.  550;    injury, 

T.  ii.  453. 
Unrigrhtful,  adj.  wicked,  L.  1771. 
Unsad.  adj.  unsettled,  E  995. 
Unsavory,  adj.  displeasing,  I  510. 
Unscience,    s.    unreal     knowledge,    no 

knowledge,  B  5.  p  3.  113. 
Unselinesse,  s.  unhappiness,  B  4.  p  4. 

38. 
Unsely,  adj.  unhappy,  B  2.  p  4.  8. 
Unset,  adj.  unappointed,  A  1524. 
Unshethe,  i  /r.  j.  unsheathe,  remove, 

1\  iv.  776. 


Unshette.//.  s.  unlocked,  £  2047. 
Unshette,  adj.pl.  not  shut,  HF.  1953. 
Unshewed,/^.  unconfessed,  I  999. 
Unsittingre,  adj.  unfit,  T.  ii.  307. 
UnskilfvU,  adj.  foolish,  T.  i.  790. 
Unskilfully,  adv.  unreasonably,  B  i.  p  4. 

223. 
Unslekked.  adj.  unslacked,  G  806. 
Unsofte,  adj.  harsh,  E  1824. 
Unsolempne,    adj.   uncelebrated,  B  i. 

P3-64. 
Unspeedful,  adj.  unprofitable,  B  5.  p  6. 

337- 
Unstaunchable,  adj.  inexhaustible,  B  a. 

p  7.  126  (I^t.  inexhaustcC), 

Unstaunched,  adj.  insatiate,  B  2.  p  6. 
115  (Lat.  inexpl^'tani). 

Unstraungre,  adj.  well-known,  A.  ii.  17. 
rubric. 

Unswelle,  v.  become  less  full,  T.  iv.  1146. 

Unswete,  adj.  bitter,  HF.  72. 

Unthank,  s.  no  thanks,  want  of  thanks, 
T.  V.  699;  a  curse,  A  4081. 

Unthrift,  J.  nonsense,  T.  iv.  431. 

Unthriftlly,  adv.  poorly,  G  893. 

Unthrifty,  adj.  profitless.  T.  iv.  1530. 

Untold,  adj.  uncounted,  A  3780. 

Untressed,  adj.  with  hair  loose,  5.  268 ; 
unarranged,  E379;  unplaited.  A  1289. 

Untretable,  adj.  inexorable,  B  2.  p  8.  2. 

Untrewe,  adv.  untruly,  A  735. 

Untriste,  v.  distrust,  \.  iii.  839. 

Untyme;  ///  unlyme,  out  of  season,  I  1051. 

Unwar,  adj.  unaware,  T.  i.  304;  unex- 
pected, B  427. 

Unwar,  adv.  unexpectedly,  unawares,  T. 

>•  549. 
Unwelde,  adj.  (unwieldy),  too  weak  to 

support  herself,  R.  359 ;  difficult  to  move, 

H  55  -,  difficult  to  control,  A  3886. 

:  Unwemmed,  adj.  unspotted,    spotless, 

j       B  924,  G  137,  225. 

Unwened,  adj.  unexpected,  B  4.  p  6.  260. 

Unwist,  adj.  unknown,  T.  ii.  1294;  un- 
wist  of,  unmformcd  of,  T.  i.  93 ;  unknown 
by,  L.  1653. 

Unwit,  s.  folly,  4.  271. 

Unwot,  pr.  s.  fails  to  know,  B  5.  p  6.  177. 

Unwrye,  v.  reveal,  T.  i.  858. 

Unyolden,  pp.  without  having  yielded, 
A  2642. 

Up,  adv.  up;  open  (outwards,  not  up- 
wards), A  3801 ;  as  V.  up  with,  HF.  1021 ; 
up  and  doun,  T.  ii.  659;  in  all  directions, 
A  977;  backwards  and  forwards,  A 
1052. 

Up,  prep,  on,  upon,  A  2543 ;  up  peril,  on 
peril,    D    3271;    up   peyne,    under    the 
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penalty,  D  1587 ;  up  poynt,  on  the  point, 

ready,  T.  iv.  1153. 
Up-bounde,  pp.  bound  up,  T.  iii.  517. 
np-C€k8te,  pt.  s.  cast  up,  B  906. 
Up-drow,  pf.  s.  drew  up,  L.  1459. 
Up-enbossed,//.  raised,  L.  1200. 
Up-haf,//.  s.  uplifted,  A  2428. 
Upon,  prep,    upon,  A   131;    in,  F  925; 

against,  D  13 13. 
Upon,   used  adverbially,   upon    (him    or 

her),  on.  D  559,  1382. 
Uppe,  adv.  up,  i.  e.  left  open,  F  615. 
Up-pliGrbt,  pp.  plucked  up.  pulled   up, 

B  3239. 
Upngrbt,  adv.  i.  e.  reversed,  D  2266;  also, 

lying  on  one's  back  (mostly  of  people 

asleep  or  dead)  ;  A  4194;  B  1801. 
Up-rlst,  pr.  s.  rises  up,  L.  1188 ;  A  4249. 
Up-rlste,  s.  dat.  up-rising,  A  105 1. 
Upronne,  pp.  ascended,  F  386. 
Up-so-doun,  adv.  upside  down,  A  1377, 

G625. 
Upspringre,  v.  rise  (as  the  sun),  4.  14. 
Upsterte,  pt.  s.  upstarted,  arose,  A  1080, 

1290. 
Up-yaf .  />l.  s.  yielded  up,  gave,  A  2427. 
Up-yolden,  pp.  yielded  up,  A  3052. 
XJa&ge,  s.  usage,  habit,  A  no;  hadde  in 

usd^e,  was  accustomed,  B  1696;  was  in 

usd^e,  B  17 17. 
Usaunce,  s.  custom,  R.  683. 
Usaunt./r^j.  pi.  as  adj.  addicted,  I  821 ; 

accustomed,  A  3940. 
Usen,  j^er.  to  accustom,  I  245 ;  v.  use,  B  44 ; 

Useth,  pr.  s.  is  accustomed.  L.  364. 
Us-selve,  proft.  ourselves,  I  349. 
Usshers,  j.  pi.  ushers,  F  293. 
Usure,  s.  usury,  B  1681. 
Us-ward,  to,  towards  us,  B  2938. 
Utter,  adj.  outward,  G  498. 
Uttereste,  adj.  superl.  supreme,  £  787. 

V. 

Vache,  s.  cow.  beast,  13. 22.  The  reference 
is  to  a  quadruped  that  looks  down  to  the 
earth. 

Valance,  j.  {possibly)  sign  of  zodiac  op- 
posite the  mansion  of  a  planet,  4.  145 ; 
if  so,  the  reference  here  is  to  the  sign 
of  Aries. 

Val6ur,  s,  worth,  R.  957. 

Vane.  s.  a  weather-cock.  E  996. 

Vanish,  1  pr.  s.  shrink  up,  waste  away. 
*»        C  732. 

Varlaunce,  s.  variation,  T.  iv.  985 ;  Vari- 
ance, difference,  I  427. 

Vaiiaunty  adj.  varying,  G  1175. 


Vassalage,  s.  prowess,  L.  1667. 

Vavassour,  s.  a  sub-vassal,  next  in  dig- 
nity to  a  baron,  A  360. 

Veine,  adj.  fem.  vain,  R.  447. 

Veluet,  s.  velvet,  R.  1420;  Veluewes.//. 
V  644. 

Venerlan,  adj.  devoted  to  Venus,  D  609. 

Venerye,  s.  huntinj;.  A  166,  2308. 

Vengre,  v.  revenge,  B  2471. 

Vengreresses,  s.pl.  avengeresses,  aveng- 
ing deities.  B  3.  m  12.  38. 

Venim,  s.  venom,  poison,  R.  1089 ;  malice, 
B  891,  C  421 ;  corruption,  A  2751 ;  dye 
(Lat.  ueneno),  B  2.  m  5.  la. 

Ventuslngre,  s.  cupping  (a  surgical  opera- 
tion), A  2747. 

Venus,  venereal  pleasure,  D  464. 

Ver.  the  spring.  T,  i.  157. 

Veray,  adj.  very,  true,  real,  I^.  1068. 

Verdegrrees,  j.  verdigrease,  G  791. 

Verdit.  s.  verdict,  A  787. 

Vern&gre,  s.  a  wine  of  Italy,  B  ia6i. 

Vernicle,  s.  vemicle.  A  685.  A  copy  of 
the  sacred  handkerchief  on  which  the 
im))icssion  of  the  Saviour's  face  was 
distinguishable. 

Vernisshed,  //.  s.  varnished ;  hence 
(jocularly),  lined  in  a  lavish  way,  A 
4149. 

Verre,  s.  glass,  T.  ii.  867. 

Verray .  adj.  very,  true,  A  72,  422 ;  -u. force, 
main  force,  B  3237. 

Verrayly.  adv.  verily,  truly,  2.  73. 

Verrayment,  adv.  verilv.  B  1903. 

Versiflour,  j.  poet,  B  2783. 

Vertu,  s.  virtue,  A  307 ;  quickening  power, 
A  4;  power,  A  2240;  valour,  R.  1208; 
mental  faculty.  HF.  550;  magic  in- 
fluence, F  146,  157 ;  V.  plese,  satisfy 
virtue,  be  virtuous,  E  216. 

Vertuous,  adj.  virtuous.  A  251 ;  full  of 
virtue,  D  1113;  full  of  healing  power, 
R.  1097 ;  holy.  I  455. 

Verye  (a  word  used  in  a  charm),  A  3485. 
Perhaps  for  weri,  an  accursed  creature ; 
A.  S.  wearg. 

Vese,  s.  rush  (I-K^t.  impetus),  A  1985. 

Vessel,  s.  {collectively),  vessels,  plate.  B 

3338. 
Vestiment,  s.  clothing.  F  59. 
Veyne,  s.  vein,  A  3. 
Veyne-blood,  s.  bleeding  at  a  vein,  A 

2747- 
Vi&ge,  s.  voyage,  travel,  journey,  T.  ii.  75; 

expedition,  attempt,  T.  iii.  732. 
Vicalre,  s.  deputy,  deputed  ruler,  5.  379; 

Vicary,  a  vicar,  I  22. 
Victor,  s.  as  adj.  of  victory,  5.  i8a. 
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Vlffile,  s.  wake,  T.  v.  305. 

viariiyes,  ^/.  vigils,  a  377. 

Vlker,  s.  vicar,  D  aoo8. 

Vileinous,  adj.  evil,  B  0693. 

Vileins,  Vlleyns,  a<^'.  villainous,  L.  1824 ; 
rude,  D  1268;  sinful,  I  854,  914;  evil, 
wicked,  I  556. 

Vlleinsly,  adv.  evilly,  I  154;  Vilaynsly, 
shamefully,  R.  1498. 

VUeinye,  s.  vile  conduct,  B  2547;  great 
harm,  A  4191;  despiteful  language,  re- 
proach. D  34,  53;  disgrace,  A  942;  unfit 
speech,  A  70;  servitude,  I  143;  dis- 
courtesy, rudeness,  C  740;  vileness,  HF. 
96;  reproach,  T.  iv.  21;  evil-doing,  B 
1681. 

Vinolent,  adj.  full  of  wine.  D  467,  1931. 

Violes,  J.  pi.  vials,  phials,  G  793. 

Vlrelayes,  s.  pi.  ballads  with  a  particular 
return  of  rime,  F  948 ;  L.  423. 

Vlritoot,  5.  brisk  movement,  A  3770. 

Viritrate.  s.  hag,  D  1582. 

VisdgTG*  V'  put  a  face  (on  it),  disguise,  £ 
2273. 

Vlsltaclouns.  s.  pi.  visits,  D  555. 

Visyte.^^r.  to  visit,  A  493,  1194. 

VltalUe,  s.  victuals,  provisions,  A  248, 569. 

Vitaille,  V.  provide  with  victuals,  L.  1093. 

Vitamers,  pi.  victuallers.  A  4366. 

Vltremyte,  s.  {^probably)  a  woman's  cap, 
an  effeminate  head-dress,  B  3562. 

Voided,  pp.  removed,  F  1195;  cleared, 
emptied,  L.  2625. 

Vols,  s.  voice,  R.  751.    See  Voys. 

VolagrSf  adj.  giddy,  volatile,  R.  1284; 
wanton,  H  239. 

Volatyl,  i,  as  pi.  fowls.  B  1262. 

Voltor,  s.  vulture,  B  3.  m  12.  46;  pi.  T.  i. 
788. 

Volupeer,  s.  night-cap,  A  4303 ;  Voluper, 
woman's  cap,  A  3241. 

Vouche,  v.;  only  used  with  sauf,  safe; 
Vouche  sauf,  v.  to  avouch  as  safe,  call 
safe,  vouchsafe,  grant,  deign,  permit, 
A  812,  B  164 1,  K  2341 ;  1  pr.  J.  am  content. 
I',  iv.  90;  2  pr.  pi.  vouchsafe,  grant, 
deign,  L.  2038;  Voucheth  sauf,  imp.pl. 
vouchsafe,  E  885,  F  1043. 

Voyde(void66),j.  'voidee/  alight  dessert, 
with  wine  and  spices,  T.  iii.  674. 

Voyden,  v.  get  rid  of,  expel,  A  2751,  E 
910,  F  188;  imp.  s.  depart  from,  E  806; 
Voydeth,  imf.pl.  send  away,  G  1136. 

Voys,  J.  voice,  A  688,  C  531;  rumour, 
E  629;  commendation,  E  1592;  report, 
T.  iii.  1723. 

Vulgrar,  adj.  A.  ii.  9.  5.  The  day  vulgar 
is  the    length   of  the    '  artificial '    day. 


with    the    durations    of   morning   and 
evening  twilight  added  to  it. 
Vyce,  s.  fault,  error,  T.  i.  689;  F  loi; 
defect,  D  955. 

W. 

Waast,  s.  waist,  B  1890. 

Waat,  pr.  s.  knows  (Northern),  A  4086. 

Wacche,  s.  sentinel,  B  2216. 

Waxshet,   s.  light  blue  colour,  A  3321. 

Later  E.  watchet. 
Waden,!/.  pass,  E 1684;  wade  (through), 

D   2084;   enter  (into),  T.  ii.   150;    go, 

descend,  B  3684. 
Waf ,  pt.  s.  wove,  L.  2364. 
Wafereres,  s.  pi.  makers  of  gaufres  or 

wafer-cakes,  confectioners,  C  479. 
WaiTSS,  //.  A   1803;   pay,  recompense, 

4.  244. 
WagrfirlnS)  J.  shaking,  T.  ii.  1745. 
Walten,  v.  attend  on,  L.  1269;  pr.  s. 

watches,  E  708;   imp.  s.  observe,  A.  ii. 

5-  18. 
Wake,  V.  be  awake,  lie  awake,   18.  27; 

Waken,  v.  act.  awake,  B   1187;  pr.  s. 

watches,  F  819;  Wook,  i  pt.  s.  awoke,  5. 

695;  remained  awake,  B  3809;  Waked, 

pp.  awaked,  3.  294 ;  kept  wake,  caroused, 

3.977. 
Wake-pleyes,  pi.  funeral  games.  A  296a 

Waker,  adj.  vigilant,  5.  358. 

Waklngr,  s.  watching,  being  awake,  3. 

611;  period  of  wakefulness,  B  22;  pt. 

vigils,  I  257. 
WAlet,  a  wallet,  A  686;  Wal6t,  A  681. 
Walked  (/or  WHJketh),  s.  walking;   in 

phr.  go  walked,  for  go  a-walketh,  gone 

a-walking,  3.  387;  D  1778. 
Walken,  ger.  to  walk,  roam,  A  2309; 

Welk.   I  pt.  s.   walked.  T.  ii.  517;    is 

7valked,  is  gone,  went,  A  2368. 
Walsh-note,  gen.    sing,  walnut's.    HF. 

128 1. 
Walwe,  ger.  to  wallow,  roll  about.  T.  i. 

699;    pr.  pi.  wallow,   tumble,   A  4278; 

pr.  s.  tosstrs,  L.  1166 ;  rolls  about.  D  1085 ; 

pp.  involved,   immersed,    12.   17 ;   Wal- 

winge.  pres.  part,  causing  to  roil.  B  i. 

m  7.  4  (l^t.  uoluens). 
Wangres,  s.pl.  molar  teeth.  A  4030. 
Wangr-tootn,  s.  molar  tooth,  B  3234. 
Wanhope,  s.  despair,  A  1249. 
Wanie,  v.  wane,  A  2078. 
I   Wante,  v.  be  wanting,  be  absent,  L.  361 ;    - 

fail,  be  lacking,  I  514 ;  pr.  s.  is  lacking,  * 

H  338. 
Wantownesse,  j.  wantonness,    B   31 ; 
i       mannerism  (of  speech),  A  264. 
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Wantrust,  j.  distrust,  T.  i.  794 ;  H  380. 
War,  adj.  prudent,  discreet,  cautious.  T. 

i.  203 ;  aware,  A  157, 896, 3604 ;  was  I  w., 

I  observed,  5.  218,  298 ;  /  ivas  w.,  3.  445 ; 

ben  w.,  beware,  T.  i.  635 ;  be  w.^  beware, 

13.  11;  take  warning,  G  737;  be  WvA^» 

beware  of,  L.  473 ;  beth  w.,  beware,  1;  iii. 

1 180;  B  1699,  3281. 
War  him,  let  him  beware,  A  662;  war 

yow,  make  way,  B  1889. 
Warde,  s.  dot,  (?)  keeping;  on  w.,  into 

his  keeping.  3.  248;  in  our  w.,  C  aoi; 

under  my  w.,  I  880. 
Wardecors,  s.  body-guard.  D  3^9. 
Warderere,  for  warde   rcre,  look  out 

behind.  A  4101. 
Wardrobe,  s.  privy,  B  1762. 
Ware,  adj.  aware,  3.  1030. 
Ware,  s.  wares  (for  sale),  merchandise,  B 

140,  1246. 
Ware,  imp.  pi.  beware,  B  4416. 
Warente,^^r.  to  warrant,  protect,  C  338. 
Wariangrles,  pi.  shrikes,  butcher-birds, 

D  1408. 
Warien,  ger.  to  curse,  T.  ii.  1619 ;  i  pr.  s, 

B372. 
Warisoun,  s.  requital,  R.  1537. 
Warisshe,  v.  cure,  I  998;  recover,  be 

cured,  B  2172;  pp.  cured,  B  2467. 
Warisshingre,  s.  cure,  B  2205. 
Warly,  adv.  warily,  carefully,  T.  iii.  454. 
Wame,  v.  reject,  refuse,  i.  11;  i  pr.  s. 

warn,  bid  you  take  heed,  B   16,  1184; 

invite,  B  2652;  2pr.  s.  sub/,  inform,  HF. 

893;  //.  forewarned,    L.    2658;    given 

notice,  B  1578. 
Wamestore,  j^er.  to  fortify,  defend,  B 

2487 ;    to    garrison,   B    2521 ;   pp.    pro- 
visioned, B  I.  p  3.  85. 
Wamestoriner,  s.  fortifying,  B  2525. 
Warj^ce,  v.  heal,  cure,  C  906. 
Waste,  adj.pl.  wasted,  partially  destroyed, 

A  1331. 

Wastel-breed,  s.  cake-bread,  bread  of  the 
very  best  quality,  A  147. 

Wastour,  s.  waster,  E  1535. 

Watering,  s.  watering-place  (for  horses), 
A  826. 

Wawe,  s.  wave,  B  508. 1  363. 

Waxen, //.  become,  T.V.1014, 1374, 1376. 

Wayk,  adj.  weak,  L.  2428,  2713. 

Wayken,   ger,    to    grow    weak,    lessen, 
T.  iv.  1 144. 

Waymenten,  ger.  to  lament,  I  230. 
•    Waymentingre,  s.  lamenting,  lamenta- 
tion, A  995,  1921. 

Wayn,  s.  car,  B  4.  m  i.  34. 

Way  ten,  ger,  to  observe,  T.  i.  190;  to 


watch  for,  F  1263;  to  watch,  F  444; 
V.  to  expect,  B  467 ;  pr.  s.  seeks  occasiofi. 
A  1222. 

Webbe,  s.  a  weaver,  A  362. 

Wedde,  s.  dat.;  to  w.,  as  a  pledge,  in 
pledge,  A  1218,  B  1613. 

Wedde,  ^i-r.  to  wed,  T.  v.  863. 

WeddinsT,  s.  wedlock,  17.  24. 

Wede,  s.  weed,  robe,  garment,  A  1006, 
B  2107,  E  863. 

Weder,  s.  weather,  D  2253,  F  52 ;  storm, 
T.  ii.  2,  iii.  657. 

WedeB,  pi.  weeds,  T.  i.  946. 

Weel,  adv.  well,  A  9^;  well  placed, 
luckilv  situated,  B  308. 

Weeldinere,  s.  power,  control,  B  2800. 

Weep,  pt.  s.  of  Wepe. 

Wee  ply ,  adj.  tearful,  sorrowful,  B 1.  p  i.  3. 

Weet,  s.  wet,  A  4107. 

Weex,  pt.  5.  waxed,  grew,  G  513. 

WegTGTO.  J.  a  wedge,  A.  i.  14,  6. 

Wehee,  s.  a  whinnying  noise,  A  4066. 

WeilaTvey ,  alas  I  D  216. 

Wei,  adv.  well,  A  384,  B  25;  much,  L. 
1386;  many.  L.  11 ;  certainly,  L.  45a; 
fully,  A  29,  49;  about  {used  with  num- 
bers), A  24;  we  I  royal,  very  royal,  F  a6; 
wel  ny,  very  nearly,  B  3230 ;  wel  t/u  bet, 
much  better,  T.  ii.  92;  loei  tntetkt, 
scarcely  at  all,  L.  33  a;  to  be  toei,  to 
be  in  favour,  3.  845 ;  wel  is  him,  it  is 
well  for  him,  T.  i.  350;  well  utas  Aim, 
it  was  well  for  him,  B  4066;  yW  wel, 
very  well,  A  122. 

Welawey,  int.  alas !  T.  iii.  1695. 

Welde,  s.  weld,  Reseda  fMteola,  9.  X7. 

Welde,  s.  power,  control,  R.  39c. 

Welden,  ger.  to  have  control  over,  to 
move  with  ease,  D  1947;  to  control, 
D  271;  to  wield,  L.  2000;  Welte, /<L  j. 
B3200. 

Weldy,  adj.  wieldy,  active,  T.  ii.  636. 

Wele.  s.  happiness,  success,  prosperity, 
well-being,  good  fortune,  A  895,  3101, 
B  122. 

Weleful,  adj.  prosperous,  happy,  B  2507 ; 
blessed.  B  451. 

Welefulnesae,  s.  happiness,  B  x.  p  3. 35. 

Welk,  //.  s.  of  Walken. 

Welked,  pp.  as  adj.  withered,  C  738, 
D  277. 

Welken,  s.  heaven,  sky,  HF.  i6oi; 
Welkne,  10.  62. 

Welmeth,  pr.  s.  wells,  gushes.  R.  1561. 

Welte,  //.  s.  wielded,  i.  e.  lorded  it  over, 
possessed  for  use,  B  3200. 

Wel- willy,  adj.  benevolent,  benign,  bene- 
ficent, T.  iii.  1257. 
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Wem,  s.  blemish,  R.  930;  hurt,  F  121. 
Wemxnelees,  adj.  stainless,  G  47. 
Wenden,  ^er,  to  go,  A  21,  2214:  pass 

away,  A  3025 ;  go,  pass,  B  1683 ;  Went, 

pr.  s.  goes,  T.  ii.  36,  812;  Wente,  /A  s. 

went,  A  78,  B  1739 ;  Wente  him,  //.  j. 

went,  G  no;   Wentestow,  2  pr,  s,  hast 

thou  gone,  A  3486 ;  Went,  pp.  gone,  L. 

165 1 ;  den  went,  are  gone,  B 173 ;  is  went, 

is  gone,  G  534. 
WendingTv  s.  departure,  T.  iv.  1344,  1436. 
Wene,  s.  supposition,  doubt,  T.  iv.  1593 ; 

withouten  wene,  without  doubt,  R.  574, 

732. 
Wenen,  v.  ween,  suppose,  imagine,  con- 
sider, L.  12;    G  676;  expect,  A  4320; 

Wenestow,  weenest  thou,  thinkest  thou, 

D  311 ;  Weneth,  pr.  s.  imagines  (with 

men  =  one),  A  2195;    Wende,  i  />/.  j. 

imagined.  T.  v.  693;  supposed,  F  585; 

fancied,  A  1269;  Wendest,  2  pr,  s.  suoj. 

shouldst  ween,  T.  i.  1031 ;  Wende,  ff.  s. 

subj.  would  have  thought,  C  782 ;  Wend, 

pp.  supposed,  T.  iv.  384 ;  imagined,  T.  v. 

1682. 
Wengred,  adj.  winged,  HF.  2118. 
Wengres,  //.  wings,  L.  168  a. 
Weningre,  s.   imagination,   supposition, 

T.  iv.  992. 
Went,  pr.  s.  andpf.  of  Wenden. 
Wente,  //.  s.  of  Wenden. 
Wente,  s.  turn,  T.  ii.  63 ;  path,  passage, 

T.  iii.  787 ;  footpath,  18.  69. 
Wepe,  V.  weep.  A  144,  230 ;  Weep,  pt  s. 

wept,  A  148,  B  606,  1052 ;  Wepte,  //.  s. 

{weak  form),  B  267;   Wepen,  >>^.  T.  i. 

941 ;  Wojjcn,  pp.  F  523. 
Wepen,  j.  weapon,  L.  1994. 
Werbul,  s.  tune  (warble),  T.  ii.  1033. 
Werche,    v.    work,    perform,    B    566; 

Wroghtestow    {for    Wroghtest    thou), 

thou  didst  cause,  B  3583 ;  Wroghte,//.  s, 

worked,   A    497;    contrived,    B    1788; 

made,  E  1152;  Wroughte,  i  pf.  s.  acted. 

A.  ii.  3.  46;  did,  R.  701;  Wrought,  pp. 

made,  formed,  R.  559;   bom,  B  3619; 

created,  G  326 ;  composed,  L.  372. 
Werde,  pt.  s.  of  Were  (wear). 
Werdes,  s.  pi.  fiates,  destinies,  B  i.  m  i. 

14. 
Were,  j.  weir,  5. 138 ;  T.  iii.  35. 
Were,  J.  doubt,  3.  1295;  HF.  979;  men- 
tal struggle,  L.  2686.     Lowl.  Sc.  weir. 
Were,  2  pt,  s,  wast,  T.  iv.  762 ;  it  were, 

they  were,  E  850;  a/  were  it,  though  it 

were,  D  1172. 
Were  (w6r»),  v.  wear,  21.  7;   Werede, 

pt.  s.  wore,  A  1388, 3235 ;  Werde,  R.  875 ; 


Wered,  A  75 ;  Wered  upon,  i  //.  s.  wore 

upon  (me),  D  5^9. 
Were,  j§^er.  to  defend,  A  2550. 
Weringre,  s.  wearing,  I  1052. 
Werk,  s.  work,  A  479;  act,  L.  891. 
Werken,  v.  act,  A  3527 ;  pr,  s,  acts,  L. 

Werkers,  pi.  doers,  D  1937. 
Werkes,  pr.pl.  ache,  A  4030. 
Werkixigr»  -f-  deed,   H    210;    mode   of 

operation,  G  1367. 
Weme,  ger.  to  refuse,  T.  iii.  149,  iv.  in ; 

V.  refuse,  R.   1485;    warn  off,  R.  636; 

Wemed,/^.  forbidden,  R.  442. 
Weminflr»  s.  let,  forbidding,  R.  1142. 
Werre,  s.  war,  T.  ii.  868 ;  trouble,  T.  v. 

1393;  of  werre,  in  war,  T.  i.  134;  to  w., 

in  enmity,  i.  116. 
Werre,  adv.  worse,  3.  616. 
Werreye,  ger.  to  make  war,  A  1484;  v, 

war  against,  A  1544;  pr,  s,  opposes,  I 

487. 
Werreyour,  s.  warnor,  L.  597. 
Wers,  adj.  worse,  A  3872. 
Werste,  adj.  superl.  worst,  T.  ii.  304. 
Werte,  j.  wart,  A  555. 
Wery,  adj.  (being)  weary,  T.  iv.  707; 

worn,  R.  440,  664;   beaten  repeatedly, 

lit.  weary,  B  4.  m  5.  17. 
Wesele,  s.  weasel,  A  3234. 
Wesh,  pt,  s.  of  Wasshe. 
Weste,  V,  turn  to  the  west,  L.  61,  197. 
Westren,  v,  to  go  to  the  west,  T.  ii.  906. 
Wete,  J.  perspiration.  G  11 87. 
Wete,  V.  wet.  HF.  1785. 
Wether,  s,  sheep.  T.  iv.  1374. 
Weven,  v.  weave,  L.  2352;  V^?S,  pt.  s, 

wove,  L.  2364. 
Wex,  J.  wax,  A  675,  E  1430. 
Wexen,  v,  wax,  grow,  become,  B  2265,  G 

877 ;  I  pr.  s.  suhj.  may  I  become,  G  1377 ; 

Wexe,  2  pr.  pi.  increase,  grow  (in  ap- 
plauding),  E  998;    Wex,  pt.    s,  grew, 

became,  A    1362;    increased,    L.    727; 

Woxe,/^^.  grown,  R.  1460;  become,  HF. 

1494. 
Wezede,  //.  s.  coated  with  wax,  A.  ii. 

40.  28. 
Wey,  J.  way,  A  34:   path.  R.  1345;  the 

sun's  apparent,  daily  path,  A.  h.  30.  5; 

the  sun's  apparent  annual   orbit,  A.  i. 

21.  49;  a  furlong  wey,  a  short  time  (lit. 

short  distance),  E  516;  go  wey,  go  thy 

way,  T.  i.  574;    do  wey,  take  away,  A 

W[287. 
eyen,  v.  weigh.  B  3776;   oghte  weyen, 
ought  to  weigh,  L.  3^. 
Weyere,  j.  the  'weigher/  a  translation 
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of  the  Lat.  equator;  because  the  days 
and  nights,  at  the  equinoxes,  are  equal ; 
A.  i.  17.  25. 

Weyk,  adj.  weak.  7.  341. 

Weylaway,  interj.  alas !  A  938. 

Weyxnentinfire,  s,  lamenting,  A  902; 
lament,  T.  ii.  65. 

Weynes,  s.pl.  chariots,  B  4.  m  5.  6. 

Wey ven,  ger.  to  turn  aside,  E  1483 ;  v, 
waive,  neglect,  T.  ii.  384;  put  aside,  D 
1 176;  for^ke,  G  276;  abandon,  B  2406. 

Whan,  when,  A  5,  i8,  179. 

What,  whatever,  4.  170 ;  what  sort  of  a, 
L.  1305;  what  with,  B  21,  22;  why,  T. 
ii.  262,  292 ;  what  1  how !  L.  1800 ;  What 
that,  whatever,  E  165;  What  man  that, 
whoever,  B  2645 ;  what . .  what,  partly, 
.  .  partly,  HF.  2058. 

Wheelen,  ger,  to  cause  to  revolve,  T.  i. 

139. 
Wnelkes,  //.  pimples,  blotches,  A  632. 
Whelp,  5.  cub,  A  2627. 
Whenno,  adv.  whence,  E  588. 
Whennes,  adv.  whence,  B  2400. 
Wher,  adv.  where,  B  178^,  &c. ;  wherever, 

R.  1669;  Wher  as  (<>r  Wher-as) ,  where 

that,  where,  B  647,  1311. 
Wher,   whether,    {a    common    contracted 

form  of  whether),  3.  91. 
Wher-as,  adv.  where  that,  where,  T.  iii. 

516. 
Whereof,  prep,  in  what  respect,  R,  703 ; 

for  what,  R.  1552. 
Wherfore,  for  any  cause.  C  216. 
Wher-on ;  long  wAer-on,  because  of  what, 

G  930. 
Wher-so,  whether.  B  294;  wherever,  L. 

439. 

Wher-througrh,  adv.  by  means  of  which, 
3.  120. 

Wherto,  adv.  for  wherefore,  T.  i.  409. 

Whete,  J.  wheat,  C  375. 

Whether,  adj.  which  (of  two),  A  1856. 

Whette,  pp. pi.  sharpened,  T.  v.  1760. 

Which,  pron.  which,  A  161;  whom,  A 
568;  what  kind  of,  L.  1883;  Which  a, 
what  kind  of  a,  what  a,  L.  668,  869,  &c. 

Whlder,  whither.  T.  v.  428,  486. 

Whllk,  which  (Northern),  A  4078. 

Whilom,  adv.  once,  D  2017. 

Whlppeltree  (detter  Wippeltree), cornel- 
tree,  A  2923. 

Whlrle,  ger.  to  rush,  go  swiftly,  T.  v. 
1019;  V.  be  whirled  round,  5.  80. 

Who,  interrog.  who.  T.  v.  371;  D  692; 
indef.  who  (it  might  be),  3.  244;  one 
who,  3.559;  whoever,  who,  T.  v.  1115; 
Who  was  who,  which  was  which,  A  430a 


Whyle,  J.  time,  A  3999;  worth  the  «oA., 

worth  while,  T.  v.  882. 
Whyl-er,  adv.  formerly,  G  1328. 
Whyles,  gen,  s.  as  adv, ;  the  whyles^  whilst, 

Whylom,  adv.  once,  formerly,  once  on  a 

time,  R.  10.  362. 
Whyne,  v.  whine,  whinny,  D  386. 
Whyt,  adj.  white,  A  238;    as  sb.,  white 

wine,  C  526,  562 ;  pi.  innocent,  guileless, 

T.  iii.  1567;  specious,  flattering,  T.  iU. 

901. 
Whyte,  s.  while  (i.  e.  silver) ,  T.  iii.  1384. 
WldTxre,  s.  widow,  A  253. 
Wldwehode,    s.    widowhood,    I    916; 

Widwehed,  L.  295  a. 
Wlerdes,  //.  fates,  T.  iii.  617 ;  Wirdes, 

L.  2580.     A.  S.  wyrd. 
Wlfifht,  s.  a  person,  creature,  man.  living 

being,  A  71,  280;  whit,  short  while,  A 

4283 ;  Wightes,  pL  creatures,  men ,  beings, 

A  3479. 
Wlfifht,  adj.  active,  B  3457 ;  fleet,  A  4086. 

Wigrhte,  s.  weight,  HF. 739 ;  A  2145,  2520. 

Wike,  s.  week,  C  362.    See  Wyko. 

Wlket,  s.  wicket-gate,  small  gate,  E  2045, 
2118. 

Wlkke,  adj.  evil,  wicked,  bad,  A  1087, 
1580;  false,  B  2247;  depraved,  xo.  55; 
much  alloyed,  HF.  1346. 

Wlkked,  adj.  bad,  wicked,  L.  2395 ;  //. 
wicked,  I  112.  In  B  3576.  wikked  nest  is 
put  for  F.mau  ni,  i.e.  Sir  Oliver  Mauny; 
see  the  note  in  the  larger  edition. 

Wikkednesse,  s.  evil.  17.  7. 

WU,  s.  will,  6.  83.    See  WUle. 

Wll,  1  pr.  s.  desire,  wish,  7.  244 ;  pr,  s. 
desires,  B  1843. 

Wilde,  adj.  wild;  Wilde  fyr,  wild  fire, 
fire  not  easily  put  out,  Greek  fire,  D 
373;  flaming  spirits,  I  445:  a  disease, 
erysipelas,  A  4172,  E  2252 ;  Wilde,  //.  A 
2018. 

Wildnesse,  s.  wilderness,  9.  34. 

Wilen,/r.//.  will,  R.  1683. 

Wilful,  adj.  voluntary,  B  3.  p  11.  167. 

Wilful,  a!  adv.  wilfully,  willingly,  5.  42^ 

Wilfulhed,  s.  wilfulness,  L.  355  a. 

Wilfully,  adv.  willingly,  voluntarily,  of 
free  will,  by  choice,  B  4486,  C  441. 

Wilfulnesse,  s.  wish,  B  2572. 

Wille,  J.  own  accord,  will,  i.  45,  57 ;  plea- 
sure, desire,  E  326,  F  i,  8 ;  Willes,  gen. 
F  s68  ;  as  fiy  his  w.,  willingly,  17.  12. 

Wille,  V.  will,  desire,  E  721. 

Willing",  s.  desire,  E  319. 

WUlingrly ,  adv.  of  free  will,  E  362. 

Wllnen,  v.  desire,  A  2114;  Wmiest,  a/r. 
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J.  desirest,  A  1609;  Wilned,  i  pt.  s.  3. 
1262,  1367.    A.  S.  wilnian. 

Wilnlnere,  s.  willing,  wishing,  B  3.  p  11. 
88 ;  //.  desires,  B.  3.  p  11.  175. 

Wilow,  J.  willow-tree,  A  2922. 

WiltOTW,  2  pr.  s.  wilt  thou,  A 1 156 ;  wishest 
thou,  B  21 16;  wilt  thou  (go),  D  1387. 

Wimpel,  J.  wimple,  a  covering  lor  the 
head,  gathered  round  it,  and  pleated 
under  the  chin,  A  151. 

Wimpleth,  pr.  s.  conceals  (as  with  a 
wimple),  B  2.  p  I.  66. 

Windas,  s,  windlass,  F  184. 

Winde,  ^er.  to  turn,  T.  iii.  1541 ;  to  re- 
volve, T.  ii.  601 ;  to  roam  about,  L.  818 ; 
Winde,  v.  wind,  entwine,  T.  iii.  1232; 
intertwine,  5.  671;  ply,  bend,  T.  i.  257; 
bind  with  cloths,  E  583 ;  twist  and  turn, 
G  980 ;  Winde,  2  pr.  s.  subj.  mayst  go, 
T.  iii.  1440 ;  Wond,  //.  s,  wound,  went 
about,  L.  2253. 

Windlng'e.  s.  twisting,  I  417. 

Wind-melle,  s.  wind-mill,  HF.  1280. 

Windre,  ^er.  to  trim,  R.  loao;  pp. 
trimmed,  R.  1018.    Ct  O.  Y.guignier. 

Windy,  adj.  unstable  as  wind,  B  2.  p  8. 
28. 

Wingrecl>  provided  with  wings,  A  1385. 

Winke,  V.  wink,  B  4496;  nod,  \  348; 
remain  awake,  T.  iii.  1537 ;  Winke,  i  pr. 
s.  am  asleep,  5.  7. 

Winne,^<r.  to  win,  gain,  A  427;  to  con- 
quer, F  214;  to  get  gain,  C461;  w./ro, 
to  get  away  from,  T.  v.  1125;  Wan,  i 
//.  J.  got,  D  1477;  won,  gained,  A  442, 
989 ;  pt.  s.  us£d  as  pt.  pi.  F  1401 ;  Won- 
nen,  hp.  won,  A  877,  3381. 

Wlnniner,  s.  gain,  profit,  A  275,  D  416. 

WinsinfirOy  pres.  pt.  wincing,  starting 
aside,  i.  e.  skittish,  A  3263. 

Winter,  pi.  years,  T.  i.  811. 

Wlrche,  v.  work,  A  3430 ;  provide,  E 1661 ; 
give  relief,  A  2759 ;  in  passive  sense ^  to 
be  made,  HF.  474;  ger,  to  perform,  A 
3308 ;  Wirk,  imp.  s.  do,  E  1485. 

Wirdes,^/.  Fates,  L.  2580;  Wierdes,  T. 
iii.  617. 

Wirk,  imp.  s.  work,  do,  E  1485. 

Wirkinge,  s,  efficiency,  B  3.  p  11.  26; 
actions,  D  698 ;  calculation,  F  1280. 

Wis,  adv.  certainly,  verily,  surely,  T.  ii. 
381,  474,  563 ;  A  2786,  D  621 ;  AT  wis,  as 
sureias) ,  T.  iv.  1655 ;  assuredly,  F  1470. 
See  Ywia. 

Wisly,  adv.  certainly,  truly,  verily,  A 
1863,  3994,  4162. 

Wisse,  V.  instruct,  T.  i.  622;  inform,  D 
1415 ;  show,  tell,  D  zoo8 ;   2  pr.  s,  sub;. 


teach,  5.  74 :  imp.  s.  direct,  guide,  i.  155. 
A.  S.  wissian. 

Wlssh,  I  pt.  s.  washed,  R.  96,  125. 

Wisshe,  V.  wish,  T.  ii.  406. 

Wist,  -e ;  see  Witen. 

Wit,  s.  reason,  R.  1535 ;  understanding,  B 
2702 ;  judgement,  A  279 ;  mind,  R.  1694 ; 
knowledge,  mental  power,  R.  40X ;  wis- 
dom, T.  iv.  1508 ;  proof  of  intelligence, 
E  459 ;  Wittes,  pi.  senses,  B  202 ;  wits, 
F  706 ;  opinions,  F  203. 

Witen,  ^rr.  to  know,  to  wit,  T.  v.  1324; 
Wite,  ger.  to  know,  3.  493 ;  to  discover, 
D  1450;  do  you  wite,  make  you  know, 
inform  you,  T.  ii.  1635 ;  Woot,  i  pr.  s. 
wot,  know,  A  389;  pr.  s.  knows,  2.  30; 
Wot,  I  pr,  J.  L.  4 ;  pr.  s.  knows,  B  195 ; 
Woost,  ^pr.s.  knowest,  T.  i.  633;  Wost, 
2  pr.  s.  L.  542 ;  Wostow,  thou  knowest, 
A  2304;  Witen,  i  pr.  pi.  wit,  know,  A 
1260;  Witen,  2 /r.//.  D  1890;  know  ye, 
H  1,82;  Woot  {wrongly  used  for  yN  Me), 
2  pr.  pi.  know,  A  740;  Wiste,  i  pt.  s. 
wist,  knew,  E  814;  Wistest,  2  pt.  s. 
knewest,  A  1156;  Wistestow,  knewest 
thou,  T.  iii.  1644;  Wiste,  pt.  s.  knew, 
R.  1344;  Wist,  pp.  known,  B  1072; 
Witeth,  imp.  pi.  know,  T.  i.  687.  A.  S, 
witan ;  pr.  t.  wai,  wast,  wot,  pi.  witon  ; 
pt.  t.  wiste. 

With,  with,  A  5,  10,  &c. ;  to  hele  with  your 
hurttrs,  to  heal  your  wounds  with,  F  471. 

With-drow,  x  pt.  s.  subtracted,  A.  ii.  45. 
12. 

Wlthholden.^^r.to  retain,  I  1041 ;  With- 
holde,  pp.  retained,  B  2202;  detained, 
G  345;  shut  up,  kept  in  confinement, 
A  511. 

Witninne-forth,  adv.  within,  B  5.  p  5. 
14. 

With-oute-forth,  adv.  outwardly,  I  172. 

Withouten,  prep,  besides,  as  well  as,  A 
461 ;  excepting,  T.  ii.  236. 

Withseye,  v.  contradict,  gainsay,  A  805 ; 
refuse,  L.  ^67 ;  renounce,  G  457. 

Withstonde,  v.  withstand,  oppose,  B 
3110;  Withstonde,  pp.  withstood,  T.  i. 


Witlngr,  s.  knowledge,  cognizance,  A 
1611. 

Witingrly,  adv.  knowingly,  I  401. 

Witnesfully,  adv.  publicly,  B  4.  p  5. 11. 

Witterly,  adv.  plainly,  truly,  L.  2606. 

Wivere,  j.  wyvem,  snake,  T.  iii.  loia 
O.  F.  wivre,  lit.  viper. 

Wlatsom,  adj.  disgusting,  B  3814 ;  hein- 
ous, B  4243. 

Wo,  s.  woe,  R.  319 ;  me  is  wo,  I  am  sorry. 
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L.  1985;  wo  were  us,  woe  would  be  to 
us,  E  139. 

Wo,  adj.  unhappy,  R.  312;  sad,  grieved, 
A  351. 

Wode,  adj.;  see  Wood. 

Wode-binde,  s.  woodbine,  honeysuckle, 
A  1508. 

Wodedo"V7ve,  j.  wood-pigeon,  B  i960. 

Wodewale,  s.  the  green  woodpecker, 
Gecinus  viridis,  R.  914. 

Wodnesse,  s.  madness.  T.  iii.  794. 

Wol,  ipr.  s.  (I)  will,  A  42;  desire,  E  646; 
Wole,  I  pr.  s.  am  ready  to,  T.  i.  589; 
Wolt,  2  pr,  s,  wilt,  E  314 ;  Woltow,  wilt 
thou,  A  1544;  dost  thou  wish,  D  840; 
Wol,  pr,  s.  will,  B  60;  wills,  desires, 
HK.  662;  wishes  for,  T.  ii.  396;  wishes 
(to  go),  will  go,  L.  1 191 ;  permits,  H  28 ; 
Wole,  will  go,  D  353 ;  tuo/  adoun,  is  about 
to  set,  I  72 ;  Wol  ye  so,  if  you  so  wish  it, 
E  2264 :  Wil  ye,  wish  ye,  F  378 ;  Woln, 
pr.pl.  will,  wish  (to  have),  A  2121 ;  Wol- 
len,  pr.  pi.  will,  B  2561 ;  Wolde,  i  //.  %, 
desired,  6.  48;  should  like,  B  1637; 
Woldestow,  if  thou  wouldst,  L.  760; 
wouldst  thou,  B  4536;  Wolde,  pt.  s. 
would,  A  144;  would  like  to,  B  1182; 
wished,  L.  952 ;  required,  F  577 ;  would 
go,  would  turn,  F  496;  wished  to,  4. 
124;  T.  ii.  514;  Wolde  .  .  .  unto,  would 
go  to,  B  3786 ;  ^od  wolde,  oh  I  that  God 
would  grant,  3.  665 ;  wolde  god,  oh !  that 
God  would  be  pleased,  D  1103;  Wolde 
whoso  nolde,  1.  e.  whoever  would  or 
would  not,  T.  i.  77 ;  Wold,  pp.  desired, 
18.  II ;  willed,  B  2190,  2615. 

Wolde,  s.  dat.  possession,  R.  451. 

WoUe,  s.  wool,  L.  1791. 

Woln,  Woltow ;  see  Wol. 

Wombe,  s.  belly,  A  4290 ;  womb,  E  2414 ; 
the  depression  in  the  front  of  an  astro- 
labe, A.  i.  3.  3. 

Wombe-side,  the  front  of  the  astro- 
labe, A.  i.  6. 10. 

Wommanhede,  s.  womanhood,  B  851. 

Wond ;  //.  s.  of  Winde. 

Wonde,  v.  desist,  L.  1187. 

Wonder,  adj.  wonderful,  wondrous, 
strange,  T.  i.  419. 

Wonder,  adv.  wondrously,  R.  242. 

Wonderly,  adv.  wondrously,  A  84. 

Wonder-most,  adj.  sup.  most  wonderful, 
HF.  2059. 

Wonders,  adv.  wondrously,  R.  27. 

Wone  (wuna),  s.  custom,  usage,  wont, 
T.  ii.  318;  HF.76. 

Wone,  V.  dwell,  inhabit,  G  332;  Woneth, 
pr,  5,  dwells,  lives,  D  1573;  Woneden, 


//.  fl.  dwelt,  A  2927 ;  Woned.  j>p,  dwelt. 

T.  1.  276 ;  wont,  accustomed,  T.  ii.  400, 

V.  277. 
Wones  (wddnez),  pi.  places  of  retreat, 

hence,  range  of  buildings,  D  2105.     See 

Woon. 
Wongrer,  s.  pillow,  B  2102. 
Woning,  s.  habitation,  house,  A  606. 
Wonne,  -n ;  see  Winne. 
Wood  ^w66d),  s.  woad,  9.  17. 
Wood  (w66d),  a^*.  mad,  A  184,  582,  636; 

mad  with  anger.  D  313;  for  wood,   as 

being  mad,  madly,  Kinously,   L.   2420; 

for  pure  wood,  for  very  rage,  R.   276; 

ten  so  wood,  ten  times  as  fierce,  L..  736; 

Wode,  def.  adj.  mad,  T.  ii.  1355. 
Woodeth,  pr.  s.  rages,  G  467. 
Woodly,  adv.  madly,  A  1301. 
Woodnesse,  s.  madness,  rage,  A  201 1, 

3452. 
Woon  (w66n),  s.  resource,  T.  iv.   1181; 

tlenty,  abundance,  L.  1653;  number, 
..  2161 ;  retreat,  secure  place.  HF.  1166; 
of  sorwe  woon,  abundance  of  sorrow,  3. 
475 ;  Wones,  pi.  places  of  retreat,  range 
of  buildings,  u  2105. 

Woost,  Woot ;  see  Wite. 

Wopen,  pp.  of  Wepe. 

Worcher,  J.  worker,  maker.  4.  261. 

Worchetn,  pr.  s.  works,  3.  8iq. 

Word,  s.  word,  A  304 ;  good  word,  ap- 
proval, T.  V.  108 1 ;  w.  by  w.,  word  by 
word,  D  2244 :  at  shorte  wordes,  brieHy, 
in  a  word,  L.  2462;  hadde  the  toordes, 
was  spokesman,  I  67. 

Word  and  ende  {for  Ord  and  ende), 
beginning  and  end,  T.  ii.  1495,  i"*  T^a, 
V.  1669;  B  3911. 

Worm-foul,  s.  birds  which  eat  worms, 
5.  505. 

wort,  s.  unfermented  beer,  wort,  G  813. 

Wortes,^/.  herbs,  B  4411,  E  226. 

Worthen,  v.  be,  dwell,  T.  v.  329;  to 
become,  4.  248;  VV'^orth,/r.  s,  is,  (or,  as 
fut.)  shall  be;  {hence)  Wo  worth,  it  is 
woe  to.  it  shall  be  woe  to,  it  is  ill  for, 
it  shall  be  ill  for.  T.  ii.  344;  Wei  worth 
of  dremes  ay  thise  olde  wyves,  it  is 
well  for  these  old  wives  as  regards 
dreams,  i.  e.  dreams^  are  all  very  well 
for  old  women,  T.  v.  379;  Wei  worth 
\not  worthel  of  this  thing  grete  clerkes. 
it  is  well  for  great  writers  as  regards 
this  thing,  i.  e.  this  thing  is  all  very 
well  for  great  writers.  HF.  53;  Worth 
upon,  gets  upon,  B  1941 ;  Worth  up, 
get  up  on,  mount,  T.  ii.  101 1. 

Wost,  Wostow,  Wot ;  see  Wlte. 
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Wouke,  s.  week,  T.  iv.  1978,  v.  49a. 
Wounde,  s,  wound,  i.  79;  plague  (Lat. 

plaga),  I  593;  Woundes  of  Egipte,  ^/. 

plagues    of   Egypt    (unlucky    days    so 

called),  3. 1907. 
Wowe,  ger,  to  woo,  T.  v.  1091. 
WowinfiT,  s,  wooing,  L.  1553. 
Woxen,/^.  of  Wexe. 
Wrak,  J.  wreck,  B  513. 
Wrak,  //.  J.  avenged,  T.  v.  1468. 
WranfiT,  adv,  wrongly,  amiss  (Northern), 

A  4252. 
Wrastlen,  v,  wrestle,  B  3456. 
Wrathen,  ger»  to  render  angry,  T.  iii. 

174. 
Wraw,  cuLj.  angry,  H  46 ;  Wrawe,  peevish, 

fretful,  I  677. 
Wrawnesse,  s,  peevishness,  fretfulness, 

I  680. 
Wrecche,  s,  sorrowful  creature,  A  931 ; 

wretched  man,  T.  i.  708. 
Wrecche,  adj,  wretched,  F  loao. 
Wrecchednesse,  s,   misery,    B   3540; 

mean  act,  F  1^3 ;  folly,  I  34 ;  miserable 

performance,  F  1271 ;  miserable  fiftre,  H 

171. 
Wreche,  s.  vengeance,  T.  v.  890,  896, 
Wreek,  imper.  s.  of  Wreke. 
Wreen,  v.  cover,  clothe,  R.  56;  Wreigh, 

pi.  s,  covered,  hid,  T.  iii.  1056. 
Wreke  (wr6ka),t/.  wreak,  avenge,  C  857 ; 

pr.  s.  suhj,  avenge,  L.  2340 ;   2  pr,  pi,  F 

454 ;  Wrak,  //.  s,  T.  v.  1468 ;  Wreken, 

/>^.  revenged,  F  784;  Wroken,//.  T.  i. 

88. 
Wreker,  s.  avenger,  5.  361. 
Wrenches,   s.  pi.   frauds,    stratagems, 

tricks,  G  1081. 
Wreste,  v.  constrain,  force,  T.  iv.  1427. 
Wreye,  v.  bewray,  reveal,  A  3503. 
Wrigrhte,  s.  workman,  A  614. 
Wringfe,  v.  squeeze,  force  a  way,  HF. 

21 10;   wring,  HF.  299;    Wrong,  //.  s. 

wrung,  pinched,  D  492. 
Writ,  s.  scripture,  A  739. 
Writ,  -e,  -en ;  see  wjyte. 
Wrogrht,  -e ;  see  Werche. 
Wroken,  pp.  of  Wreke. 
Wrong",  J.;  had  wrongs  was  wrong,  3. 

1282. 
Wrongr,  adv.  astray,  A  1267. 
Wrooth  (wrddth),  adj.  wroth,  angry,  3. 

513.  519. 
Wrot,  pt.  s.  wrote,  T.  i.  655. 
Wroteth,  pr.  s.  tears  with    the  snout, 

buries  the  snout,  pokes  about,  I  157. 
Wrye,  ger.  to  hide,  T.  iii.  1569;  to  dis- 
guise, T.  i.  329;  V.  cover,  E  887. 


Wrye,  v.  reveal,    discover,    flood   with 

light,  4.  91.    Variant  of  Wreye,  q.  v. 

[It  might  be  better  to  read  wreye,  and 

dtye  in  1.  9a] 
Wryen,  v.  turn  aside,  3. 627 ;  ger.  to  turn, 

go,  T.  ii.  906 ;  ft.  s.  bent,  A  3283. 
Wryte,    v.   wnte,  A    96;    Writ,  pr.   s. 

writeth,  writes,  T.  i.  394 ;  Wroot,  //.  s. 

B  725 ;  Wrot,  T.  i.  6^5 ;  Wrlten,  pi.  pi. 

wrote,  HF.  1504;    Write,  i  pi.  s.  subj. 

were   to   write,    B   3843;    Wrlten,  fp, 

written,  2. 43. 
Wrythe,  ger.  to  turn  aside,  T.  iv.  9 ;  to 

wriggle  out,  T.  iv.  986;   Wrytheth,  pr. 

s.  writhes  out,  throws  forth  wreaths  of 

smoke   (Lat.  lor^uet),  B  i.  m  4.    10; 

Wryth,  pr,  s.  writhes,  wreathes,  T.  iii. 

1231. 
Wyd,  adj.  wide,  A  491. 
Wyde,  adv.  widely,  far,  T.  L  629. 
Wyde- where,  wr  and  wide,  everywhere, 

B136. 
Wyf,  s.  woman,  C  71 ;  wife,  3.  1082;  mis- 
tress of  a  household,  G  1015 ;  low.,  for 

wife,  A  i860 ;  Wy ves,  //.  women,  wives, 

L.  ^84. 
Wyfhood,  s,  womanhood,  B  76. 
Wyflees,  adj.  wifeless,  E  12^6. 
Wyfly,  adv.  womanly,  wife-like,  L.  1737. 
Wyke,  s.  week,  T.  ii.  4^,  1273. 
Wyle,  s.  wile,  plot,  T.  iii.  1077 ;  subtlety, 

5-  215. 
Wyn,  s.  wine,  A  334;  unm  ape,  H  44, 

wine  which  made  a  man  behave  like  an 

ape  f  so  also  lion-vntie,  pig-wine,  sheep- 

7inne). 

Wynt,  pr.  s.  turns,  directs,  L.  85 ;  Wond, 
pt.  s.  wound,  L.  2253. 

wyr,  s.  bit,  L.  1205. 

Wys,  adj.  wise,  prudent,  A  68;  /c  make 
it  wys,  to  make  it  a  subject  for  delibera- 
tion, to  hesitate,  A  785. 

Wyee,  s.  way,  manner,  L.  20. 

Wyser,  adJ,  wiser,  one  wiser  than  you, 
L.  2634. 

Wyte,  s.  blame,  reproach,  G  953 ;  yow  to 
wyte,  for  a  blame  to  you,  i.  e.  laid  to 
your  charge,  R.  1541. 

Wyte,  ger.  to  blame,  T.  i.  825  (under- 
stand is  before  nought) ;  Wyten,  v. 
accuse,  I  1016. 

Y. 

Y-,  a  prefix  used  especially  with  the  pp., 
like  the  A.  S.  ge-  and  G.  ^e-.  See  below. 
It  also  occurs  in  the  infinitive,  as  in 
yfinde,   y-here,   y-knowe,   y^ee,  y-thte. 
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It  also  occurs  in  the  adjective  y-sene. 

For  further  information,  see  under  the 

forms  of  the  infinitive  mood ;    e.  g.  for 

the  infin.  oiy-bake,  see  Bake. 
Yaf ;  //.  J.  of  Yeve,  to  give. 
Yald,  //.  J.  of  Yelden,  to  yield. 
Yare,  adj.  ready,  L.  2270. 
Yate,  s.  gate,  T.  ii.  617. 
Yave ;  see  Yeve. 
Y-bake,  ff.  baked,  L.  709. 
Y-baniflht,  //.  banished.  L.  1863. 
Y-barred,  pp.  barred,  R.  480. 
Y-bathed,  pp.  bathed,  T.  iv.  815. 
Y-bedded,  pp.  put  to  bed,  T.  v.  346. 
Y-been  pf>.  been,  B  4487. 
Y-bencned, //.  furnished  with  benches, 

L.  98  a. 
Y-beten,  pp.  beaten,  T.  i.  741 ;  beaten, 

forged,  A  2162 ;  formed  in  beaten  gold, 

A  979;  struck,  coined.  L.  1122. 
Y-blent,  pp.  blinded,  R.  1610;  A  3808; 

deceived,  3.  647. 
Y-blessed,/^.  blessed.  B  4638. 
Y-bleynt,  pp.  blenched,   turned   aside, 

A  3753. 
Y-blowe,//.  blown,  T.  i.  384. 
Y-Xyoven/pp.  bom,  C  704,  E  626;  V-bore, 

born,  E  158;  borne,  carried,  T.  v.  1650; 

moved,  F  326. 
Y-bought,  pp.  bought,  T.  i.  810. 
Y-bounden, /^.  bound,  5.  268. 
Y-bowed,  pp.  diverted,  B  4.  p  6.  179. 
Y-brend, //.  burnt,  G  318 :  Y-brent,  HF. 

940. 
Y-brogrbt,/^.  brought,  L.  938. 
Y-brouded,  pp.  embroidered,  L.  159  a. 

Cf.  A.  S.  brogden,  pp.  of  bregdan. 
Y^auerht,  pp  fixed,  3.  838. 
Y-chaped, /^.  furnished  with  chapes  or 

metal  caps  (which  were  placed  at  the 

end  of  the  sheath),  A  366. 
Y-cheyned,//.  chained,  17.  14. 
Y-clad,  pp.  clad,  clothed.  R.  890. 
Y-clawed,  M>.  clawed,  torn.  D  1731. 
Y-clenched,  pp.   clinched,   riveted,    A 

1991. 
Y-cleped,  pp,  called,  A  410,  867.  G  129, 

H  2 ;  invoked,  T.  iv.  504 ;    summoned, 

B  2435 ;  named,  A  3313 ;  Y-clept,  called, 

A  376. 
Y-comen,  pp.  come,   HF.  1074;  ycome 

aboute,  come  about,  passed,  B  3364. 
Y-c6rouned.>>^.  crowned,  L.  219. 
Y-corumped,  pp.  corrupted,  B  5.  p  2. 28. 
Y-corven,  pp.  cut,  G  533;   Y-corve,  A 

2013.    See  Kerve. 
Y-coupled,  pp.  coupled,  wedded,  E  1219. 
Y-coynedy  pp.  coined,  C  770. 


Y-crasedy  i^.  cracked,  broken,  3.  334. 
Y-crisCDed,  pp.  baptized,  B  240. 
Y-crowe,//.  crowed,  A  3357. 
Y-dampned,  pp.  condemned,  L.  9030. 
Y-darted,/^.  pierced  with  a  dart,  T.  hr. 

240. 
Ydel,  adj.  idle,  empty,  vain,  B  9778;    im 

ydfl,  in  vain,  B  2494,  F  867. 
Y-dlflrht,  pp.  decked.  A  3205. 
Ydolastre,  j.  idolater,  B  3377. 
Ydole,  s.  idol,  3*  626. 
Y-doon,  pp.   done,    B   4610;     over,    E 

1894. 
Y-drad,  pp.  dreaded,  T.  iii.  1775. 
Y-drawe,^/.  drawn.  A  396, 944. 
Y-dressea,  pp.  dressed,  arranged,    set, 

E381. 
Y-dronke,  pp.  drunk.  B  2601. 
Y-dropped,  pp.  bedropped,  covered  with 

drops.  A  2884. 
Y6,  5.  eye.  R.  296 ;  at  ye,  at  eye,  to  sight, 

evidently.  G  964.  10^9;   Saugh  with  yg, 

perceived,  A  3415 ;  YCn,  pi.  eyne,  eyes, 

B  3260,  3392. 
Ye,  adv.  yea.  verily,  T.  i.  534. 
Yeddinges,  pi.  songs,  A  237. 
Yede,  pt.  s.  walked,  went,  G  IZ41,  ia8i. 

A.  S.  eode. 
Yeer,  s.  year.  A  347 ;  Yere  {in  phr,  many 

a  yere) ,  B  132 ;  Yeres  ende,  year's  end, 

D  916;   Yeer  by  yere,  year  after  year, 

B  1688 ;  Fro  yeer  to  yere,  5.  321 ;  Yeer, 

{archaic)  pi.  A  82;  Yeres,  {new)  >/.  B 

463- 
Yef,  imp.  s.  give,  T.  v.  308. 

Yeftes,  //.  gifts,  T.  iv.  392. 

Yelden,  grr.  to  yield  up,  D  9x2 ;  to  yield 
to,  pay,  D  1811 :  Yelt.  pr.  s.  fields.  T.  i. 
385 ;  Yelde,  pr.  s.  subj.  requite,  D  177a, 
2177 ;  Yald,  pt.  s.  afforded,  B  4.  m  7.  25 ; 
Yeld,  imp.  s.  restore,  C  189;  Yelden, 
pp.  yielded.  T.  i.  801;  submissive,  T. 
iii.  96;    Yeldinge,  pres.  pt,  giving,    B 

Yeldnalle,  s.  guild-hall.  A  370. 
Yelding,  s    produce,   lit.    'yielding,'    A 

YeUeden, //.//.  yelled.  B  4579. 

Yelpe,  ger,  to  boast,  A  2238 ;  pr,pl.  prate, 

T.  iii.  307. 
Yel"we,  adj.  yellow,  R.  310. 
Yeman,  s.  yeoman,  A  loi. 
Yexnanly,  adv.  in  a  yeomanlike  manner, 

A  106. 
Yen  =  Yen,  //.  eyes ;  see  Y^. 
Y-ended,  /^.  ended,  R.  1315. 
Yerd,  j.  yard,  garden.  R.  492. 
Yerde,  j.  rod,  stick,  T.  i.  257.740;  switch. 
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A   149;  rod,  'caduceus,*  A  1387;  yard 

(in  length^,  A  1050;  correction,  E  2a. 
Yeme,  adj,  eager,  brisk,  lively,  A  3257. 
Yeme,  oaz/.  eagerly,  soon,  D  993;  briskly, 

quickly,  glibly,  5.  3;  C  398;  aj  ;'.,  very 

soon,  HF.  910. 
Yeme,  ^er.  to  yearn  for,  to  be  longed 

for,  T.  IV.  198 ;  v.  desire,  T.  iii.  15a. 
Yeten  (y^^tan),  v.  pour,  shed,  B  i.  m  7.  i. 

A.  S.  geotan. 
Yeve,  V.  give,  A  232;  Yevest,  2^r.  s. 

givest,    F   1033;    Ycveth,  pr.   s.  E  93; 

Yeve,/r.  j.  subj.  may  (he)  give,  E  30; 

Yaf,  I  //.  J.  gave,  E  861 ;  Yaven,//.  pL 

G  415 ;  Yeven,  //.  //.  subj.  would  give, 

HF.   1708;  Yeven,  pp,  given,  A  1086; 

devoted,  7.  iii. 
Yeveres,//.  givers,  I  791. 
Yevingr,  s.  gfiving,  18.  37 ;  what  one  gives, 

4.  230. 
Yexeth,/r.  s.  hiccoughs,  A  4151. 
Y-fallen,  pp.  fallen,  B  3166;  happened, 

G  1043 ;  having  befallen,  C  496. 
Y-fare,  pp,  gone,  T.  iii.  577. 
Y-felawsmped,  pp.  made  companions, 

B  2.  p  6.  91. 
Y-f ere ,  together,  B  394,  E 1 1 13,  G  38a   Cf. 

Infere. 
Y-fet,  pp.  fetched,  F  174,  G  ni6. 
Y-fetered,  >^/.  fettered,  A  1229. 
Y-fethered, /^.  feathered,  R.  951. 
Y-feyned,    pp.     feigned,    invented,    L. 

327  a ;  evaded,  E  529. 
Y-flcched,/^.  fixed,  B  4.  p  6. 125. 
Y-flnde,  v.  find,  F  470;  Y-founde,/^^.  L. 

1668. 
Y-fllt,  //.  moved,  whirled  along,  B  i.  m 

2.  14. 
Y-folowed,  >>^.  followed,  3.  39a 
Y-forflred,  pp.  made,  A  3256. 
Y-fonned,  pp.  created,  HF.  ^. 
Y-fostred,  pp.  fostered,  sustained,  E  213 ; 

brought  up,  A  3946. 
Y-founde,VA  found,  A  121 1,  3514. 
Y-founded,  pp.  set  on  a  foundation,  5. 

231 ;  based,  3.  922. 
Y-ft'eten, //.  eaten,  devoured,  L.  1951. 
Y-frounced,  adj.  wrinkled,  R.  155. 
Y-fyned,  adj.  refined,  delicately  formed, 

R.  1696. 
Y-fyred,  pp.  fired,  L.  1013. 
Y-ererdoned,  pp.  rewarded.  B  5.  p  3. 

182. 
Y-greten,/^.  gotten,  procured,  A  3564. 
Y-erlased./^.  glared,  3. 323. 
Y-firlewed,>^.  fixed  tight,  F  182. 
Y-srlosed,  pp.  flattered,  H  34. 
Y-fiTOOn,  pp.  gone,  L.  2206,  2213. 


Y-firraunted,  pp.  granted,  C  ^88. 
Y-firrave,  //.  dug  up,  cut,  L  204;  dug 

out,  3.  164;  engraved,  graven,  A  3796; 

buried,  D  496. 
Y-grreved,  pp.  harmed,  A  4181. 
Y-firrounde, /»^.  ground,  A  3991;  sharp- 
ened, pointed,  A  2549. 
Y-gTOunded,  pp.  grounded,  3. 921. 
Y-grrowen,^.  grown,  A  3973. 
Y-halwed,  pjp.  consecrated.  L.  1871. 
Y-harded,  pp.  hardened,  F  245. 
Y-hated,/^.  hated,  HF.  200. 
Y-hent,  //.  seized,  caught,  C  868. 
Y-herd,  pp.  as  adj.  covered  with    hair, 

A  3738. 
Y-here,  v.  hear,  T.  iv.  1313. 
Y-heried,  pp.  praised,  T.  ii.  973. 
Y-hevied,^.  weighed  down,  B  5.  m  5. 

26. 
Y-hid,  pp.  hid,  G  317. 
Y-hlgrht,  pp.  called,  T.  v.  541. 
Y-holde,  pp.  esteemed  to  be,  A  2374; 

celebrated,  A  2958 ;  considered,  C  602 ; 

indebted,  L.  1954;  continued,  E  1932; 

restrained,  HF.  1286. 
Y-hurt,  pp.  hurt,  A  2709. 
Y-japed,/^.  jested,  T.  i.  318. 
Ylf,  conj.  if,  L.  2059,  2312. 
Ylf ,  imp.  s.  give ;  see  xive. 
Yift,  jr.  gift,  3.  247,  695,  127a 
Yllden,   ger.    to    repay,    B  5.  p  i.  14; 

Yildeth,  pr.   s.   yields,  produces,  B  4. 

m  6.  31.    See  Yelden. 
Y-Joierned,  pp.  joined,  B  2.  p  6.  93. 
Yis,  yes,  L.  517. 
Yisterday,  yesterday,  R.  104a 
Yit,  yet,  L.  4,  106. 
Y^ve,  ger.  to  give,  A  225;  Yiveth,^.  s. 

gives,  18.  38 ;  pr.  s.  subj.  may  (he)  give, 

3.  683 ;  Yiven,^.  given,  granted,  3. 765. 
Yiver,  s.  giver,  L.  2228. 
Y-kempt,  pp.  combed,  A  4369. 
Y-klat,  pp.  kissed,  T.  iv.  1689. 
Y-kneled,  pp.  kneeled,  L.  1232. 
Y-knet,  pp.   knotted,  tightly  bound,  T. 

iii.  1734 ;  Y-knit,  joined,  6.  32. 
Y-knowe,  v.  know,  F  887;    recognize, 

HF.  1336;  discern,  D  1370;  //.  known, 

3.  392. 
Yiorven,  pf.  cut,  B  1801. 
Y-koud,  pp.  known  well,  3. 666. 
Y-leidf  pp.  carried  (in  a  cart),  A  530. 
Y-laft,   pp.    left,   A    2746;    left  behind, 

F1128. 
Y4aid,  pp.  laid,  L.  2141. 
Y-lain,  pp.  lain,  remained,  L.  2410. 
Yle,  s.  isle,  island,  HF.  416,  440;  region, 

province,  L.  1425. 
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Y-lent,  pp.  lent,  G  1406. 

Y-lered,//.  educated,  T.  i.  976. 

Y-let,   pp,    hindered,    obstructed,    B    5. 

P4-34. 
Y-leten,  pp,    left,    allowed,    B   4.    p   4. 

308. 
Y4eyd,  //.  laid.  A  3568. 
Y-liche,  adj.  alike,  similar.  L.  389. 
Y-llche,  aav.  alike,  equally.  A  2526. 
Y-llssed,  pp.  eased.  T.  i.  1089. 
Y-llved,  pp,  lived,  T.  v.  933. 
Y-logTffed, //.  lodged,  B4181. 
Y-loren,  pp.  lost,  L.  a6;  Y-lom,/^.  lost, 

T.  iv.  1250. 
Y-lost,  //.  lost,  HF.  183. 
Y-loved,//.  loved,  T.  i.  594. 
Y-lyk,  adj,  like,  A  592;  alike,  A  2734; 

Y-lyke,  like,  A  1539. 
Y-lyke,  adv.  alike,  equally,  L.  55,  731. 
Y-lymed,//.  caught  (as  birds  with  bird- 

limr),  D  934. 
Y-mackd,//.  made,  caused,  HF.  691. 
Ymagr^ries,  pi,  carved  work,  HF.  1190, 

1304- 
Ymaerined,  pp.  considered,  intentional, 

I  448. 
Y-maked,  pp.  made,  L.  122,  222. 
Y-marked,  pp.  set  down,  marked  out, 

planned,  HF.  1103. 
Y-xna«ked,  pp.  enmeshed.  T.  iii.  1734. 
Y-medled,^.  mingled,  T.  iii.  815. 
Y-mel,  prep,  among  (Northern),  A  4171. 
Y-inent,>>^.  intended.  HF.  1742. 
Y-met,  pp.  met.  A  2624 ;  Y-mette,  as  pi. 

adj.  met.  B  1115. 
Y-meynd,  pp.  mixed,  mingled,  A  2170. 
Y-inoeved,/>^.  moved.  B  4.  m  6.  7. 
Ympne,  s.  lyric    poem   (lit.  hymn),   L. 

422. 
Y-mused,  //.    mused,    reflected,     HF. 

1287. 
Y-nempned,/^.  named,  I  598. 
Y-nofifh,  adj.  enough,  sufficient,  A  073, 

3149;    Y-now,  G   1018;    Y-nowe,  pi,  5. 

233- 
Y-nogrh,  adv.  enough,  sufficiently,  6.  13; 

Y- no  ugh,  R.  247. 
Y-nome,//.  caught,  overcome,  T.  i.  242; 

taken.  L.  2343. 
Y-norisshed,  ;^.  educated.  T.  v.  821. 
Y-ottTe€i,pp.  offered,  dedicated.  L.  932. 
Yok,  J.  yoke,  E  113.  1285. 
Yolde,  -n  ;  see  Yelden. 
Yolle,  pr.  pi,  cry  aloud,  A  2672. 
Yomanrye,  s.  yeomanry,  A  3949. 
Yon,  adj.  yon,  A  4178. 
Yond,  adv.  yonder,  A  1099. 
YonsT,  adj,  young,  A  79. 


Yonfirhede,  s.  dat,  youth.  R.  351. 

Yore,  adv.  formerly,  of  old,  B  174,  272; 
tor  a  long  time,  a  long  while,  A  1813; 
long  ago,  long,  i.  150;  ycre  agon,  long 
ago,  5.  17 ;  yore  ago,  A  3437  ;  Jul y,^  very 
long  ago,  7.  243,  346 ;  of  tyme  y.,  of  old 
time,  F  963. 

YouliniT,  s,  loud  lamentation,  A  1378. 

Y-palnted,  pp.  painted.  R.  892. 

Y-pasaed,  pp,  passed.  R.  380;  past, 
E1892. 

Y-payed,^.  paid,  A  1802. 

Y-piked,^.  picked  over,  G  941. 

Y-plesed, /^.  pleased,  D  930. 

Y-pleyned,  pp.  complained,  T.  iv.  1688. 

Y-pleynted,  pp,  full  of  complaint.  T.  v. 

1597. 

Y>plounered,  pp,  plunged,  sunk,  B  3. 
p  II.  122. 

Y-plyted,  pp.  pleated,  gathered,  B  i. 
p  2.  31. 

Ypocras,  Hippocrates;  hence  a  kind  of 
cordial,  C  306. 

Ypocryte,  s.  hypocrite,  F  51^ 

Y-portreyd,  pp,  covered  with  pictures, 
R.  897. 

Y-porveyed,  pp,  foreseen,  B  5.  p  3. 45. 

Y-prayed,  pp.  invited.  E  269. 

Y-preised,^.  praised,  HF.  1577. 

Y-preved, />^.  proved  (to  be),  A  485. 

Y-piilled,  pp.  plucked,  i.  e.  with  super- 
fluous hairs  plucked  out.  A  3245. 

Y-purveyed,  pp.  foreseen.  B  5.  p  3.  88. 

Y-queynt,  pp.  quenched,  A  3754. 

Y-quiked,  pp.  kindled,  I  536. 

Y-Quit,/y».  quit,  acquitted.  F  673. 

Y-raft,>>^.  bereft,  snatched  away,  A  20x5; 
reft,  robbed,  L.  1572. 

Yre,  5.  ire,  anger,  vexation,  i.  30. 

Y-red,  pp.  read,  T.  iv.  799. 

Y-reke,  pp.  raked  together.  A  3882. 

Y-rekened,  pp.  accounted,  D  367 ;  taken 
into  account,  F  427. 

Yren,  j.  iron,  R.  1184. 

Yren,  adj.  iron,  G  759. 

Y-rent,  pp.  taken,  T.  v.  1654;  torn,  B 
844. 

Y-ronge,  pp.  rung,  told  loudly,  HP. 
1655. 

Y-ronne,  pp.  run,  A  8,  3893 ;  continued, 
L.  1943,  run  together,  A  2693;  inter- 
laced, R.  1396 ;  clustered,  A  2165. 

Y-rouned, /k^.  whispered.  HF.  2107. 

Y-satled,  /^.  settled.  E  2405. 

Y-sayd,  pp.  said,  3.  270. 

Y-scalded,  pp.  scalded,  A  2020. 

Y-8chette,  fp.  pi.  shut,  B  56a 

Yae,  s.  ice,  HF.  1130. 
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Y-see,  V.  behold,  T.  ii.  354 ;  imp.  s.  see, 

look,  T.  ii.  1253;  Y-seyn,  pp,  seen,  L. 

2076. 
Y-sene,  adj.  visible,  A  592,  F  996 ;  mani- 
fest, T.  iv.  1607;  L.  1394.    A.  S.^escfte, 

gesyne. 
Y-set,  pp.  set,  A  4337;  placed,  5.  149;  set 

down,  F  173 ;  seated,  C  392 ;  appointed, 

A  1635 ;  planted,  R.  604. 
Y-seye,  pp.  seen,  HF.  1367 ;  Y-seyn,  T.  v. 

448. 
Y-seyled,  pp.  sailed,  B  4289. 
Y-8had,  pp.  scattered  (Lat.  sparsas),  B  3. 

m  2.  33. 
Y-shaken,  pp.  quivering,  sparkling,  B  i. 

m  3.  17. 
Y-8hamed,//.  put  to  shame,  HF.  356. 
Y-8hapen,  {strong)  pp.  shaped,  prepared, 

B  3420;    provided,  A  4179;    contrived, 

G  1080 ;  Y-shaped,  {v>eak)  pp.  prepared, 

T.  iii.  1240. 
Y-shave,  pp.  shaven,  A  690. 
Y-shent,  pp.   put    to    shame,    severely 

blamed,  L>  1312. 
Y-8hette,  i>^.  pi.  shut,  B  2159. 
Y-Bhewed,  pp.  shown,  T.  v.  125 1 ;  made 

manifest,  4.  181. 
Y-shore,  pp.  shorn.  T.  iv.  996. 
Y-shove,  pp.  borne  about,  L.  726. 
Y-8layn,  pp.  slain,   HF.    159;    Y-slawe, 

B484. 
Y-amite,  pp.   smitten,   wounded,   B   3. 

m7.  7. 
Y-8onGre>  pp'  sung,  D   1726;   Y-songen, 

L.  270. 
Y-soufirht,^.  sought,  T.  iii.  1317. 
Y-aounded,/^.  sunk,  T.  ii.  535. 
Y-80wen,  pp.  sown,  HF.  1488. 
Y-sped,  >!j^.  sped,  A  422a 
Y-8pend.ed,^.  spent,  B  5.  p  4. 15. 
Y-sprad,  pp.  spread,  B  1644;    Y-spred, 

A  4140. 
Y-spresmd,  pp.  sprinkled,  A  2169. 
Y-sprongre,  pp.  sprung,  shot  out,  R.  718 ; 

divulged,  HF.  2081. 
Y-stalled,  pp.  installed,  HF.  1364. 
Y-8tiked,  pp.  stuck,  A   1565;    stabbed, 

F  1476. 
Y-8tint,  pp.  stopped.  D  390. 
Y-8tonde,  pp.  stood,  been,  T.  v.  1612. 
Y-stonfire,>>^.  stung,  C  355. 
Y-storve,  pp.  dead,  A  2014. 
Y-strawed,  pp.  bestrewn,  3.  629. 
Y-strike,  pp.  struck,  11.  34. 
Y-8Uffred,  pp.  suffered,  T.  v.  415. 
Y-sweped,  pp.  swept,  G  938. 
Y-8wom,  pp.  sworn,  A  1x32;  sworn  (to 

do  it),T.  V.  283. 


Y-8wowned,  pp.  swowned,  L.  1342. 
Y-take,  pp.  caught,  B  3514;    taken,  L. 

617. 
Y-thanked, /^.  thanked,  D  21 18. 
Y-thee,  v.  thrive,  T.  iv.  439. 
Y-thewed,  pp.  disposedf;  wel  y^hewed^ 

well-conducted,  5.  47 ;  R.  ioo8. 
Y-thonked,  pp.  thanked,  T.  iv.  2. 
Y-throngren,  pp*  confined,  B  2.  p  7.  53. 
Y-tlirowe,  pp,  thrown,  T.  iv.  6 ;  cast  out, 

2.  89. 
Y-told,  pp.  told,  A  3109. 
Y-tomed,  pp.  turned.  B  4.  m  5.  i. 
Y-travailed,  pp.  laboured,  with  difficulty, 

E  5.  p  3.  45. 
Y-trespassed,  pp.  sinned,  B  2609. 
Y-tressed,  pp.  plaited  in  tresses,  T.  v. 

810. 
Y-treted,  pp.  discussed,  B  4.  p  i.  70. 
Y-tukked,  pp.  tucked  up,  L.  982. 
Y-tumed,//.  turned,  A  1238,  2062. 
Y-twlnned,  pp.  parted,  T.  iv.  788. 
Yve,  B4156;  see  Brbe. 
Yvel,  adj.  ill,  evil,  T.  ii.  looi. 
Yvel,  adv.  ill,  R.  213, 1067. 
Yveles,  s.pl.  evils,  B  2618. 
Yvory,    s.   ivory,    B   2066;    Yvoire,    3. 

946. 
Y-voyded,/^.  removed,  F  1159. 
Y-war,  adj.  aware,  T.  ii.  398. 
Y-wamed,  pp.  warned,  B  4422. 
Y-wazen,  pp.  grown,  become,  T.  v.  275 ; 

Y-waxe,  3. 1275. 
Y-wedded,  pp.  wedded,  L.  1179. 
Y-went,  pp.  gone,  HF.  976. 
Y-went,  pp.   weened,    imagined,  T.   v. 

444. 
Y-wet,  pp.  wetted,  A  4155. 
Y-whet,  pp.  whetted.  7.  212. 
Y-'wlmpled,  pp.  provided  with  a  wimple, 

A    470;     covered    with    a    wimple,    L. 

797. 
Y-wis,    adv.   certainly,   truly,  verily,   R. 

„279.  350. 357. 

Y-wlst,  pp.  known,  B  5.  p  3.  36. 

Y-wonne,  pp.  gained,  T.  iv.  1315;  won, 

D  2293;  arrived,  L.  2427. 
Y-wortne,/^.  become.  3. 579. 
Y-wovinde,  pp.  wound,  covered  up,  12. 

18. 
Y-woven,    pp.    woven,    completed,    L. 

2360. 
Y-woxen,  pp.  grown,  E  1462. 
Y-writen,/^.  written,  5. 124, 141. 
Y-writhen,     pp.    wreathed,     wrapped 

round.  R.  160. 
Y-wrofirht,  pp.  made,  A  196,  B  2054; 

shaped,  L.  Z173;  depicted,  3.  327;  orna- 
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mented,  R.  897;  Y-wroghte,  fp,  pi, 
fashioned,  5.  123. 

Y-wroken,  pp.  avenged,  16.  a6 ;  Y-wroke, 
wreaked,  T.  v.  589. 

Y-wrongre,  pp.  forced,  I-.  2527. 

Y-wryon,  pp.  hidden,  T.  iii.  1451 ;  cov- 
ered, A  2904. 

Y-yeve,  pp,  given,  T.  iii.  1376;  Y-yive. 
T.  iii.  161 1. 


Z. 

Zeles,  //.  zeal,  T.  v.  1859. 

Zodia,  J.  pi.  beasts,  A.  i.  ai.  61. 

Zodiac,  J.  zodiac,  A.  pr.  109.  An  imagi- 
nary belt  in  the  heavens,  of  the  breadth 
of  la"^,  along  the  middle  of  which  runs 
the  ecliptic.  The  Astrolabe  only  showed 
the  northern  hal/oi  this  belt. 


GLOSSARY  TO   FRAGMENTS  B  AND  C  OF 
THE    ROMAUNT   OF   THE    ROSE. 

FRAGMENT  B  =  11.  1706-5810. 
FRAGMENT  C  =  11.  5811-7698. 

The  followine  Glossary  (which  includes  proper  names)  is  separated  from  the  preceding  because 
Fragments  B  and  C  of  the  Romaunt  are  not  by  Chaucer. 

Fragment  B  abounds  in  Northern  words  and  forms.    Words  in  Fragment  C  hare  '  C '  prefixed 
to  the  number  of  the  line. 


A,  V.  (to)  have,  4322. 

Abandoan:   in  abandoun,  fiilly,  without 

stint,  2342. 
Abawed,  pp.  amazed,  3646;    Abawid, 

4041. 
AbaysBhed,  pp.  cast  down,  337a 
Abey,  v.  {for  Abeye),  suffer  (for  it),  pay 

(for  it),  (J  6713.    SeeAbye. 
Abidingr,  s.  delay,  2222. 
Abit,  J.  habit,  dress,  religious  dress,  4914. 
Abit,  Abood ;  st:e  Abyde. 
Abood.  s.  delay,  C  7697. 
Aboven,  adv.  in  luck,  4352. 
Abraide,  v.  start  up,  break  forth.  5156; 

Abruid,  i  pt.  s.  awoke,  1806;  Abreyde, 

//.  s.  broke  out,  3967. 
Abrede,  adv.  abroad,  2563. 
Absente,  pr.    s.   subj.  abstain,   refrain, 

4911. 
Abstinence-Streyned,  i.  e.  Constrained 

Abstinence  (personified),  C  6341,  7366, 
Abyde,  ger.  to  await,  4910;   v.  expect, 

5329;     watch    for,    4913;     Abit,   pr.    s, 

dwells,  4977,  4989 ;  slays,  5012 ;  Abood, 

I  pf.  s.  endured,  wiiitr-d,  3694. 
Abye,  v.  pay  for,  C  5888,5976;  Abyeth, 

pr.  s.  C  7642. 
Accord,  I  pr.  s.  agree  to,  2083 ;  Accorded, 

//.  p/.  agreed,  C  5815 ;  pp.  reconciled, 

C  5846. 


A-COld,  adj.  cold,  chilly,  2658. 

Acoye,  v.  quiet,  allay,  3564. 

AcQuyte,  v.  defray  the  e3q)ense,  pay  for, 

C6742. 
Ado  (/or  at  do),  to  do,  5080. 
A-fere,  adv.  on  fire,  4073. 
Afered,  pp.  afraid,  3604. 
Affray,  s.  terror.  3866 ;  fear,  2034. 
Af frayed,  //.  frightened,  3113. 
Affye,  v.  trust,  3155. 
Afom,  adv.  formerly,  3952. 
Aftlr,  prtp.  according  to,  2255. 
Afyne,  adv.  completely,  3690. 
Agrast,  (tdj.  afraid,  C  6106. 
AGreyn-comingr,  s.  returning,  2^18. 
Agreyns,  prep,  in  comparison  with.  5536. 
Agrilte,  pr.  s.  sinned  against,  offendfed, 

C  5833.  6784 ;  Agiltest,  2//.  s.  C  7572. 
Agro,  pp.  gone,  2932. 
A-^ree,  adv.  in  good  part,  4349. 
A-grreef ,  adv.  in  bad  part ;  take  not  agree/, 

take  it  not  amiss.  C  7573. 
Aken,  v.  ache,  C  6908. 
Al,  conj.  although.  1754. 
Al-day,  adv.  continually.  2484. 
Alder,  adj.  gen.  pi.  of  (us)  all,  C  6948. 
Alderflrst,  adv.  first  of  all.  C  7505. 
Ale(?ered,  pt.  pi.  alleviated,  1768.    See 

Allege. 
AlegrfiTOxnont,  s.  alleviation,  1890, 1923. 
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Alsr&te,  adv.  alway,  always,  5157,  C  7477 ; 

at  any  rate,  C  7152. 
AUegre,  v.  exempt  (lit.  alleviate),  C  6626; 

Alleggith,/r.  j.  alleviates,  2588. 
Alleereaunce,  s.  alleviation,  1871. 
Alio  we,  V.  approve  of,  value,  5186. 
Almesee,  s.  alms,  C  6624. 
Al-only,  adv.  alone,  C  5819. 
Alosed,  pp.  noted,  famed,  2354. 
Al-out,  adv.  altogether,  2101,  2935. 
Al-outerly,  adv.  utterly,  C  6302,  7663. 
Alowe,  V.  accept,  approve  of,  5175. 
Also,  coftj.  as,  C  6767. 
Amende,  v.  advance,  succeed,  C  5876. 
Amongr.  adv.  sometimes,  2325, 3241, 3304. 
Amourettes,  s.  pi.  sweethearts,  4755. 
Amyas,  a  curious  error ;   for  At  Myas, 

i.  e.  at  Meaux,  3826.     F.  text,  a  Miaus. 
And,  conj.  if,  2051,  4441. 
Angrer,  s.  pain,  anguish,  1877;   Angres, 

pi.  torments,  2554,  3789. 
Anererly,  adv.  cruelly.  351 1. 
Angrre,  ^er.  to  vex,  3526. 
Angrry,  adj.  cruel,  2628,  3265. 
Angruiasous,  adj.  anxious,  1755. 
Anker,  s.  an  anchoress,  a  ffemale  recluse 

shut   up  either  in   a   cell   attached    to 

a   church,  or  living  under  a  religious 

rule  in  her  own  house,  C  6348. 
Anon-rigrht,  adv.  straightway,  1778. 
Anoy,  s.  discomfort,  pain,  vexation,  1919, 

2099.4404. 
Anoynt,  pp.  anointed,  1888. 
Apaired,^/.  s.  injured,  C  7522. 
Apayed,  pp.  satisfied,  2854,  5631. 
Apercey ved,  pt.  s.  perceived,  C  63x2. 
Apercey  vingr,  s.  perception,  C  6318. 
Apert,  adj.  open,  obvious,  C  6621. 
Apostlis  newe,  i.  e.  the  preaching  friars, 

C  6270. 
Appcurence,  s.  mere  outward  appearance, 

5550 ;  evidence,  C  7660. 
Apparent,  adj.  distinct,  2583. 
Appert,  adj.  open,  C  6150.    See  Apert. 
Appose,  v.  oppose,  C  6555,  7146.     F. 

text,  oposer. 
A-queynt,  pp.  acquainted,  3080. 
Aqueyntable,  adj.  affable,  2213. 
Arace,  v.  pull  out,  1752. 
Arbla8ters,j.//.menwithcrossbows,4i96. 
Aresdneth,  pr.  s.  reasons  with,  argues, 

C  6220. 
Arest,  s.  rest  (for  a  spear) ,  C  7561. 
Arette,  v.  impute,  3327. 
Areyse,  v.  raise  up,  4361 ;  rouse,  C  7159. 
A-rowe,  adv.  in  a  row,  C  7606. 
Ascape,  v.  escape,  get  out  of  the  diffi- 
culty, C  6515. 


Asker,  s.  one  who  begs,  C  6674. 
A-4lope,  adv.  aside,  awry,  4464. 
Assay,  s.  attempt,  3449;  quality,  temper. 

4350- 
Assayed,  pp.  tried,  proved,  2688. 

Asseth,  a  sufficiency,  5600. 

Assoile,  V.  absolve,  C  6364 ;  pp.  explained, 
C  65^7. 

Assoillngr,  s.  absolving,  C  6413. 

Assured,  pp.  secured.  4309. 

Astat,  5.  state,  plight,  2416;  Astate,  con- 
dition, 4672,  C  6856. 

Astoned, />/.  astonished,  3859. 

A-sundlr,  adv.  diversely,  4477. 

A-swone,  in  a  swoon,  1736. 

At,  prep,  at  the  hands  of,  from,  C  6870; 
At  al,  at  all  points,  5249 ;  at  UesU  tvmf^ 
at  least,  C  5827 ;  at  vuordis  few€,  in  a  few 
words,  briefly,  2129. 

Attendith,  pr.  s.  attaches  itself,  apper- 
tains, 5309. 

Attour,  jr.  array,  3718. 

Augrustlns,  s.pl.  Austin  Friars,  C  7461. 

Aumenere,  s.  purse  for  alms,  2271. 

Auntre,  v.  rejl.  venture,  2495. 

A  vale,  V.  descend,  1803. 

Avaunced,/v^.  promoted,  C  6951 ;  helped, 
3468. 

Avaunt,  adv.  in  advance,  forward,  3959, 
4790. 

Avaunt,  v.  reJl.  boast,  4788. 

Avauntagre,  s.  profit,  5808. 

Avenaxint,  adj.  becoming,  seemly,  2058; 
pleasant,  3679 ;  condescending.  4622. 

Aventure,  s.  chance,  fortune,  fate,  2118, 
4376 :  case,  C  7308. 

Avouterye,  s.  adultery,  4954. 

Avysed,  1  pt.  s.  reJl.;  Avysed  me,  ap- 
plied myself,  1807. 

Awayte,  s.  ambush,  4497. 

A  way  ted,  pp.  watched;  away  ted  vntk, 
watched  by,  3066. 

Axe,  V.  ask,  C  6559. 

Ayeines,  prep,  against,  C  7178. 

B. 

Bachilere,  s.  young  knight,  2828. 

Bagrgre,  s.  purse.  C  6834. 

Baillye,   s.  custody,   jurisdiction,    4217; 

enclosure,  C  7574. 
Balaunce,  s.  suspense,  4667. 
Balls,  s.  pi.  troubles,  sorrows,  4441. 
Bane,  s.  death,  4491. 
Baren.  pt.  pL  bare,  C  6243. 
Baronagre,  s.  the   assembly  of  barons 

C  5812. 
Bataile,  s.  host,  C  5849;  //.  battalions, 

C7348. 
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Batayled,  //.  battlemented,  4200. 

Bate,  s.  strife.  4235. 

Baud,  ad/,  jolly  (lit.  bold),  5674. 

Bayly,  s.  bailiff,  C  6218. 

Beau-Blre,  s.  fair  sir,  C  6053. 

Bede,  v.  stretch  out  (lit.  proffer),  1710. 

Bede,  pt.  s.  subj.  might  pray,  C  7374. 

Bedels,  s,pl.  officers,  C  6812. 

BeGTGrei*!  -r*  Beguin,    hence,    mendicant, 

C  7282 ;  Beggers,  Beguins,  C  7256. 
Beeryne,  s.  Beguine,  C  7368. 
Bemes,  s.  pi.  trumpets,  C  7605. 
Berafte,  //.   //.    subJ.   should   deprive, 

C  6669. 
Bern,  j.  barn,  5589. 
Besaunt,  s.  bezant,  5592. 
Besinesse,  s.  diligence,  3624. 
Bestial,  adj.  stupid,  C  6716. 
Bete,  pr.  s.  subj.  cure,  4441. 
Blalacoil,  i.  e.  Bial  Acoil,  Fair  Reception, 

2984,  2999. 301 1. 
Biffoon,  adj. ;  wel  bigoon,  well  off,  5533. 
Blffyns,  5.  pi.  B^guines,  C  6861. 
Biheest,  s.  promise,  4446, 4474. 
Blhote,  7/.  promise,  4446. 
Bihove,  5.  dat.  behoof,  2964. 
Bilefte,  I  pt.  s.  remained,  3360. 
Bimene,   imp.  s.  refi,    bemoan    thyself, 

2667. 
Blset.  pt.  s.  employs,  5262. 
Bishet,  pp.  shut  up  (in  prison),  4488. 
Bit,  pr.  s.  abides,  5330. 
Bitaugrht,  ^/.  s.  commended,  4438. 
Bitrasshed, /»^.  betrayed,  3910. 
Blake,   adj.  pi.    black    (monks),    Bene- 
dictines, C  6695. 
Blende,  ger.  to  blind,  to  deceive,  3954; 

Blent,  pp.  deceived,  C  6652. 
Blered,  pp.  bleared,  dimmed,  deceived, 

3912. 
Biinne,  v.  desist  from,  C  6611. 
Blyve,  adv.  <|uickly;  as  bl,^  very  quickly, 

2799. 
Boden,  pp.  commanded,  2721. 
Boece,  Hoethius,  5661. 
Book;    the  book,  i.  e.  the  Canon   Law, 

C  6385 ;  the  Bible,  C  6636. 
[Borders,  s.  pi.  C  691 1.    Better  reading; 

for  burdens.] 
Bordillers,  s.pl.  brothel-keepers,  C  7034. 
Borowe,  s.  pledge.  C  7331. 
Bosarde,  s.  buzzard,  4033. 
Bote,  J.  remedy,  1760. 
Botes,  J.  pi.  boots,  2265,  C  7262. 
Botoun,  J.  bud,  1721, 1761,  2960. 
Bougrerons,  s.pl.  sodomites,  C  7022, 
Bouirht,  pp,;  a  bought,  to  have  bought, 

4322. 


Bountee,  s.  kindness,  3147:   goodness, 

C6597. 
Braide,  ger.  to  bestir    itself,  wake    up, 

C7128. 
Braste,  ger.  to  burst,  3186. 
Brede,  s.  breadth ;  on  br.,  abroad,  3635. 
Breken,  v.  disobey,  3478. 
Brenne,  v.  bum,  2475. 
BrenninfiT,  s.  burning,  2727. 
Brere,  s.  briar,  C  6191. 
Brest.  V.  burst,  4107. 
Breve,  adj.  short,  2350. 
Brlmme,  adj.  cruel,  1836. 
Brocaeres,  s.pl.  contracts,  C  6971. 
Brond,  s.  fire-brand,  3706. 
Burdens,  error  for  Borders,  C  691 1. 
Burdoun,  s.  staff,  cudgel,  3401. 
Bumettes,  s.  pi.  dresses  made  of  fine 

woollen  cloth  dyed  brown,  4756, 
But-if,  conj.  unless,  1962. 
Buxom,  adj.  obedient,  pliant,  4419. 
By,  prep,  in,  C  6616 ;  beside,  C  7032. 
By  and  by,  in  order,  2345;  precisely, 

4581. 
Bye,  V.  buy,  pay  for,  2052. 
Bytinget  pres.  part,  cutting,  C  74aa 

O. 

Caas,  J.  case,    plight,    3374;  //.  cases, 

C6759. 
Cale weys,  s.  pi.  soft,  sweet  pears  f which 

came  from  Cailloux    in  Burgunay),  C 

7043- 
Calle.  V.  recall.  3974. 

Camelyne,  s.  camel's-hair  stuff,  C  7367. 

Can,  ipr.  J.  (I)  know,  4796;  pr.  j. under- 
stands, C  5872;  Can  him  no  thank, 
offers  him  no  thanks,  21 12;  Canst, 
2  pr.  s.  feelest,  4399. 

Caribdis,  Charybdis,  4713. 

Cannes,  s.  pL  Carmelites,  White  Friars, 
C  7462. 

Cas,  s.  occasion,  C  7481. 

Ca«te,  V.  rejl.  apply  himself,  2031 ;  Cast, 
pr.  s.  casts,  4330 ;  considers,  5620 ;  Caste, 
pt.  s.  re^.  set  himself,  i860. 

Castels  in  Spayne,  castles  in  the  air. 

2573. 
Castlngr,  s.  vomit,  C  7288. 
Catel,  s.  property,  5376. 
Cause ;  in  cause,  to  blame,  4525. 
Caytif,  s.  poor  wretch,  3554. 
Chace,  v.  chase  away ;  do  ck.,  caused  to 

be  chased  away,  C  7534. 
Chafe,  V.  irritate,  3685. 
Chamberere,  s.  chamber-maid,  4935. 
Chanoun,  s,  canon,  3278. 
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Obapitre,  s.  chapter,  C  6532. 
Chapman,  s.  trader,  5591. 
Cbcurgrid.  //.  J.  instructed,  2145. 
Chasteleyn,    s,  castellan,   governor   of 

a  castle,  C  6327. 
Chasteleyne,  s.  the  wife  of  a  chastelain 

or  governor  of  a  castle,  3740. 
Chatty e,  i  pr.  s.  reprove,  C  6993. 
Chere,    s,   countenance,    favour,    3952; 

appearance.  5486,  C  6474;  delight,  3805. 
Cherete,  s.  fondness,  3516. 
Chese,  v.  choose,  4426 ;  Chese  .  .  .  hem 

to,  pr.  pi.  choose  for  themselves,  C  6230. 
Chevered,  pp.  shivered,  1732. 
Chevisaunce,  s,  resource,  remedy,  3337. 
Che  vise,  v.   occupy    himself  (for    me), 

manage  (for   me),  settle    my  cause,  C 

6425. 
Chiche,  adj,  parsimonious,  5588. 
Chideresse,  5.  scold,  virago,  4266. 
Chhiche,  adj.  mean,  avaricious,  C  5998. 

Nasalised  form  of  Chiohe. 
Chinchy,  adj.  mean,  grudging,  niggardly, 

C  6002. 
CiergriB,  pi.  wax  tapers,  C  6248. 
Clarree,  s.  a  sweet  liquor  consisting  of 

a  mixture  of  wine,  clarified  honey  and 

various  spices,  as  pepper  and    ginger, 

&c.,  C  5967,  5971. 
Clepe,  V.  call,  C  5907. 
Cllpsy,  adj.  eclipsed,  dim,  5349. 
Clomben,  pp.  climbed  up,  C  6933. 
CI008,  adj.  close,  discreet,  C  6104. 
Close,  V.  enclose,  4372. 
Closer,  J.  enclosure,  4069. 
Cloth,  s.  dress,  C  6345. 
Colour,  s,  way,  manner,  C  6282. 
Come,  s.  coming,  C  7628. 
Compas,  5.  circuit,  1842;  circumference, 

4183 ;  Compace,  perfection,  3208. 
CompEkSsen,   1   pr.  pi.  study,   observe 

closely,  C  6932. 
Compiisshen,  v.  accomplish,  2132. 
Comprende,  v.  consider,  include  (in  my 

explanation),  C  6633. 
Compte,  5.  counting,  account.  5026. 
Comunably,  adv.    commonly,    usually, 

C  7237. 
Comunely,  adv.  publicly,  4801. 
Comuntee,  s.  community,  common  pos- 
session, 51209. 
Concours,  s.  course,  result,  4360. 
Coaestablerye,  s.  a  ward  of  a  castle 

under   the    command    of  a    constable, 

4218. 
Coningres,  s.  pi.  conies,  rabbits,  C  7044. 
Conlsaunce,    s.    understanding,    know- 
ledge, 5465,  5559 ;  acquaintance,  4668. 


Conjecte,  i  pr.  pi.  conspire,  C  6928. 

Comie,  2  pr.  s.  subj.  mayst  be  well  in- 
structed, 2315. 

Consequence,  s.  result,  C  6448. 

Consolacioun,  the  *  Consolation  of  Phi- 
losophy,' 5661. 

Constreynaunce,  s.  constraint,  C  7438. 

Contene,  v.  remain,  2641 ;  rejl.  bear  him- 
self, 2248;  Conteyne,  V.  contain  (himself). 
4923;  Contene,  pr.  pi.  reJl.  maintain 
themselves,  C  6805. 

Contrarle,  s.  perplexity,  4478. 

Contrarious,  adj.  hostile,  3354. 

Controve,  v.  compose  songs,  4249 ;  ^»r. 
to  invent,  C  7547. 

Contune,  v.  continue,  4354,  5333. 

Convay ,  ger.  to  accompany,  2428. 

Coraere.  s.  mood,  temper,  4928. 

CordUeres,  j.  pi.  Franciscans,  (so  called 
from  wearing  a  girdle  of  rope) ,  C  7461. 

Corns  way  le,  Comouaille  in  Brittany, 
4250. 

Corumpable,  adj.  corruptible,  4856. 

Cos.  J.  kiss,  3663. 

Cost,  s.  coast,  place,  3931 ;  quarter,  2477. 

Cotidlen,  adj.  quotidian,  daily;  as  s. 
a  quotidian  ague,  2401. 

Couchen,  pr.  pi.  impose,  C  6903. 

Countesses,  s.pl.  C  6860. 

Countours,  s.  pi.  accountants,  C  681a. 

Coupe-erorsre,  s.  Cut-throat,  C  742a. 

Couth, />/.  known,  2000;  evident,  4213. 

Coveityse,  s.  coveting,  desire,  4129; 
covetousness,  5072. 

Covenable,  adj.  seemly,  fitting,  suitable, 
C  6020,  6752 ;  excellent,  C  7181. 

Co  vent,  J.  convent,  4904,  C  7380. 

Coverchlef,  s.  kerchieif,  head-covering, 

C  7369. 

Covert,  adj.  secret,  hidden  up,  C  6149. 
Coverture,  s.  concealment,  2172. 
Covyne,  s.  intrigue,  secret  plan,  3799. 
Coy,  adj.  quiet,  hidden.  4297. 
Crece.j.  increase,  progeny,4875.  {Fortened 

crece  seems  to  mean  destroyed  progeny, 

i.  e.  abortion.)     See  crease  (=  incretue) 

in  the  New  E.  Diet. 
Croce,  J.  crozier,  C  6470. 
Crownet,  s.  coronet,  3203. 
Cunne,  v,   shew;  cunne   him    mam^ee, 

shew  him  ill-will,  4559;   i  pr.  pi.  can, 

C  5879:  pr.  pi.  know   (how),  C  6174; 

pr.  s.  subj.  be  able,  C  5992. 
Cure,  s.  charge,  1962,  C  6562;  care,  4222; 

cause  of  care,  2456 ;  heed,  C  7557 ;  aid, 

C  6752 ;  jurisdiction,  3540. 
Curious,  adj,  diligent,  zealous,  C  6578, 

6590. 
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Customere,  adj.  accustomed,  4936.    F. 

text,  coustumiere. 
Cut,  pr,  J.  cuts,  C  6198. 

D. 

Dagreres,  s.  pi.  loose  tags  or  shreds  of 
cloth,  C  7260.  (I  can  find  no  exact 
account  of  the  fastening  here  referred 
to ;  I  suppose  that  the  dagges,  or  tape- 
hke  strips,  had  button-holes,  through 
which  the  knoppes  or  buttons  passed.) 

Daliaunce,  s.  talk.  2850. 

Dampningr,  -r.  damnation,  C  6643. 

Dar,  pt.  s.  dare,  6049. 

Daunce ;  the  olde  d.,  the  old  game,  4300. 

Daungrere,  s.  resistance,  1932 ;  reluctance, 
2318 ;  power,  control,  2051. 

Daungrerous,  adj.  shy,  reluctant,  back- 
ward, 2312;  hard  to  please,  2824;  cruel, 

3594.  3727. 
Daunte,  v.  conquer,  subdue,  3300. 

Dauntlngr.  s.  taming,  4032. 
Dawed,//.  s.  subj.  would  dawn,  2633. 
Dawes,  s.tl.  days,  2838,  C  6616. 
Debonairly,  <idv.  graciously,  pleasantly, 

2332. 
Defaute.  j.  lack,  5789. 
Defenced,  pp.  defended,  4310. 
Defensable,  adj.  helping  to  defend,  4168. 
Defoule,  v.  trample  down,  C  6000. 
Defyle,  v.  bruise.  C  7317. 
Degri'oet  -f*  rank,  C  7214 ;  manner,  C  7442. 
Deiernoxia,  adj.  disdainful,  3593. 
Del,  s.  deal ;  Dele,  bit,  least  thing,  5139 ; 

not  .  .  a  del,  not  a  whit,  C  6897,  7433; 

never  a  del,  not  at  all,  C  6036 ;  every  del, 

every  whit,  C  6017. 
Delectacioun,  s.  delight,  4821. 
Deles  (Northern  form),  pr,  s.  distributes, 

5419. 
Deliclously,  adv.  daintily,  C  6729. 

Deliverly,  adv.  quickly,  1927,  2283,  3005. 

Delyces,  s.pl.  pleasures,  C  7281. 

Demeifirne,    s.    possession,   ownership, 

5586 ;  Demeyne,  dominion,  rule,  3310. 
Demene,  v.  put  up  with,  5238. 
Depart,  v.  divide,  2367,  5279. 
Departing',  s.  division,  46x3. 
Dere,  v.  injure,  destroy,  4336 ;  pp.  2100. 
Desert,  s.  deserving,  4269. 
Desperannce,  s.  desperation,  1872. 
Desporte,  ger.  to  cheer,  to  divert,  2014. 
Despyt,  s,  aversion,  C  5996. 
Dever,  s.  endeavour,  5299. 
Deviaunt,  adj.  divergent,  turned  away, 

4789. 
Devoid,  adj.  free,  4312. 
Devoided,  pp.  removed,  2999. 


Devyne,  v.  interpret,  3800. 

Devys,  s.  disposal,  1974;  will,  3621;  dy 

devys,  to  judge  from  her  appearance  (?), 

3205.     (F.  text,  et  a  son  vis.) 
Deyned,  //.   s,  subj.;    him    deyned,   it 

appeared  good  to  him,  C  6950. 
Deynous,  adj.  disdainful,  3728. 
Deyntee,  s.  value,  2677. 
Diffyne,  v.  define,  4807. 
Dight,  v.  prepare,  4240. 
Discomfit,  pp.  disconcerted,  4067. 
Dlscordannce,  s.  disagreement,   4715. 

S2o8 ;  discordant  melody,  4251. 
Discorde,  ger.  to  disagree,  4716. 
Dlscreven,  2  pr.pl.  describe.  4803. 
Dlsdelnous,  adj.  disdainful,  C  741a. 
Dlsese,  s.  uneasiness,  5244. 
Dlsese,  ger,  to  trouble,  3526. 
Disgrysen,    v.   apparel,   2250;    Disgyse, 

I  pr.  s.  disguise,  C  6358. 
Dishonest,    adj,   unfair,    unreasonable, 

3442;  immodest,  4262. 
Disordlnat,  adj.  inordinate,  4816. 
Dlspendlth,  ^r. //.  spend,  5681. 
Dlspitous,  adj.  unmerciful,  spiteful,  C 

6162;  malicious,  froward.  2212,  34^7. 
Dlsplesannce,  s.  displeasure,  343^ 
Disport,  s.  delight,  3468 ;  happiness,  2894. 
DlsrewlUy,  adv.  irregularly,  4900. 
Disseise,  v.  dispossess,  deprive,  (F.  des- 

saisir),  Q076. 
Disserve,  v.  deserve,  3093. 
Dlsseyved,  pp.  deceived,  C  6628. 
Dlssolucloun,  s.  dissoluteness,  4898. 
Dlstlncte,  v.  distinguish,  C  6199. 
Dlstoned,  adj.  out  of  tune,  4248. 
Dltee,  s.  discourse,  5286,  5652. 
Dlvyne,  s.  divinity,  C  6488. 
Do,  V.  cause ;  do  make,  cause  to  be  made, 

2080;  pr.  s.  subj,  accomplish,  C  5869; 

Doand   (Northern),  pres.  part,  dfoing, 

2708 ;  Don,  pp.  put,  placed,  C  6564. 
Dole,   s.    lamentation,    mourning,    2956, 

4317.    O.  F.  doel. 
Dolven,  pp.  buried,  4070. 
Dom,  s.  dumb,  2220,  2409,  2492. 
Dool,  s,  grief,  4480. 
Dool,  s.  portion ;  hal/en  dool,  half  portion, 

halving  (it),  2364. 
Doth,/r.  s.  causes,  2772, 2786, 279O ;  brings, 

5558 ;  gives,  1984. 
Double,  adj.  twofold.  17^6. 
Doublenesse,    s,    double-dealing,    du- 
plicity, 2366. 
Doun,  come  down,  C  5868. 
Dout,  s.  fear,  2102. 
Doutable,  adj,  doubtful,  5413 ;  imperilled, 

unstable,  C  6274. 
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Doute,  V,  fear,  2023 ;  i  /r.  s.  2108 ;  2/r.  //. 
2079. 

Doutiner,  -r.  doubt,  C  6074. 

Draught,  s.  draught,  bout,  act,  4869.  F. 
text,  Car  maint  n  i  trairoieni  ja  trait. 

Drede,  j.  doubt;  wUhouten  dr.,  witliout 
doubt,  2199,  2251,  C  6214 ;  Dread  (per- 
sonified). 3958,  5861. 

Drerihed,  s.  sorrow,  4728. 

Dresse,  v.  prepared,  1773;  pr.s.subj,  rejl, 
set  himself,  C  6535. 

Dreye,  adj.  dry,  1743. 

Drougrh,  pt.  s.  drew,  1725. 

Droune,  ^er.  to  be  drowned,  4710,  5022. 

Druery,  s.  loyal  affection,  5064. 

Drye,  v.  suffer,  undergo,  4390;  endure, 
3105 ;  j^gr.  to  fulfil,  C  7484. 

Dulle,  I  pr.  s.  become  stupefied,  4792. 

Dure,  V.  last,  endure,  C  6841. 

Duresse,  j.  severity,  3547,  357a 

Dwellingr,  s.  delay,  2440. 

Dyamaunt,  s.  adamant,  4385. 

Dyden,  pt.  pi.  died,  C  6245.     . 

Dsme,  V.  as  s,  dinner,  C  6500. 

E. 

E!che,  V.  add,  1994;  help,  aid,  4618. 

Effect,  s.  reality,  5486. 

Eft,  adv.  again,  1783. 

Eftsone,  adv.  soon  afterwards,  C  6094; 

ICftsoncs,  C  6649. 
Eerre,  ad/,  acid,  4179. 
Egrre,  adv.  sharj^iy,  5474. 
Elde,  s.  old  age,  4885. 
Elengrenesse,    s.    solitariness  ;    hence, 

sadness,  disquietude,  C  7406.     F.  text, 

snussi. 
Elis,  i.  pi.  eels,  C  7039. 
Elles,  adv.  otherwise,  in  all  other  respects, 

^3429-       ,^ 

Bmpressid,  pp.  pressed,  3691. 

Bmpryse,  s.  undertaking,  care,  2147; 
doings,  3508 ;  enterprise,  C  5825 ;  design, 
1972;  conduct,  action,  2186;  privilege, 
2008 ;  rule,  4905. 

Enchesoun.  s.  occasion,  2^04, 3982,  4242. 

Enclyne,  v.  be  subject  (to),  respect,  bow 
down  (to),  C  6814. 

Encombre,  v.  disturb,  5434 ;  pr.  s.  impor- 
tunes, teases,  C  6675;  pr.  pi.  i>erplex, 
4482;  //.  annoyed,  C  7628. 

Enfaunce,  s.  infancy,  youth,  4288. 

Enforce,  v.  compel,  C  6407;  pr.  pi.  rrjl. 
endeavour,  C  6275;  pp.  augmented, 
4499. 

Enerendrure,  s.  procreation,  4849. 

ESngrreveth,  pr.  s.  displeases,  3444. 


Enhaunce,  ^^r.  to  exalt,  advance,  C  7246. 
ESnlanfiTOured,  adj.  foded  with  langour, 

pale,  C  7399. 
Enlumined,  pp.  illumined.  5344. 
Enpryse,  s.  quickness  of  movement,  3636. 

See  Empryse. 
ESnqueBtes,  s.  pi.  legal  inquisitioos,  C 

6977. 
Ensure,  \pr.  s.  assure,  4850;  pp.  C  7212. 

Entayle,  s.  figure,  shape,  371  z. 

Entencioi^,  s.  attention,  4701;  intent, 
C  6258;  diligence,  2037;  0/  g.,  inten- 
tionally, 2976;  //.  meaning,  drift,  C 
7170. 

Entende,  v.  pay  attention,  2153. 

Entendement,  j.  intention,  ai88. 

Entent,  s.  mind,  2187;  purpose,  2483; 
disposition,  5696;  endeavour,  3906;  in- 
tention, desi^,  C  5811,  5869. 

Ententif ,  adj.  diligent,  careful,  2002 ;  adv, 
1720. 

Entermete,  v.  refi.  intermeddle,  interfere. 
2966;  ipr.  s.  rfji.  busy  (myself  with),  C 
6971. 

Bntrexnees,  s.pl,  entremets,  dainty  meats, 
C6841. 

Entremete,  v.  interfere,  C  6635,  7233; 
j^tr.  C  6503:  ^er.  refi.  C  5946;  i  /r.  s, 
mtermeddle,  interfere,  C  6498,  6840 ;  pr. 
s.  C  5921. 

Bnvlroun,  adv.  about,  3203, 4163 ;  round 
about,  4203. 

Enviroune,  1  pr.  pi,  go  about,  C  7017. 

Equipolences,  j.//.  equivocations,  equi- 
vocal expressions,  C  7076. 

Erke,  adj.  weary,  wearied,  4867. 

Ernes,  s.  ardour  (of  love),  4838. 

Ernest,  s.  earnest,  pledge,  3680. 

Brs,  s.  posteriors  (P.  ^«7),  C  7578. 

Espleyten,  v.  perform,  execute,  C  6174. 

Espye,  s.  spy,  3871. 

Establisshinfir,  s.  decree,  C  6369. 

Estate,  s.  state  of  life,  position,  490Z. 

Estres,  s.  pi.  recesses,  mner  parts,  3626. 

Existence,  s.  reality,  5549,  C  7470. 

Expowne, ger.  to  expound,  07x72. 

Eyth,  adj.  easy,  3955.    A.  S.  eao. 

P. 

Fable,  j.  deceitfulness,  C  6602. 

Fade,  adj.  pallid,  ^Eided,  2399. 

Fadome,  s.  pi.  fathoms,  4159. 

Failed,  //.  as  adj.  wanting,  defective,  C 

7470. 
Fainte,  adj.  feigned,  C  7405. 
Fairhede,  s.  fairness,  beauty,  2484. 
Fallaces,  s.  pi.  deceits,  C  7077. 


SUinunmt  of  tfie  Ko0e:  ^axtsi  B,  C. 


139 


Fallith,  pr.  s.  impers.  befits,  4025 ;  belongs, 
C6976. 

Falsen,  pr,pl.  deceive,  4833. 

Fand,  />/.  pf.  found,  3707. 

Fard,  imp.  s.  paint,  2285. 

Fardels,  s.  ft.  loads,  bundles,  5683. 

Fare,  s.  welfare,  condition.  C  6498. 

Fare,  v.  depart,  vanish  away,  C  6045; 
pr.  pL  go,  5564 ;  journey,  5509 ;  pp,  gone, 
2710. 

Faute,  J.  feult,  defect,  3837. 

Fawe,  adj,  £ain,  blithe,  C  6476. 

Fay,  J.  faith,  2155, 5106. 

Fee,  J.  property,  fief,  C  6044. 

Feers,  adj,  fierce,  3372, 

Feeste,  x.  encouragement,  5061. 

Fel,  adj.  cruel,  savage,  221 1 ;  harsh,  4028 ; 
stern,  C  7342;  Felle,//.  painful,  3789. 

Felde-fare,  s.  field-fare,  5510. 

Fele,  adj.  many,  4446,  C  6038. 

Fele,  V.  perceive  (smell),  1844. 

Feller,  adj.  comp.  crueller,  4103. 

Felones,  adj.  pi.  evil,  wicked,  C  671 1. 
His  f.  iangilinges,  his  evil  pratings,  his 
injurious  talk.  Suggested  by  F.  Maugre 
Us  felonesses  jangles  :  where  feloncsses  is 
a  plural  adjective  ;  see  Godefroy. 

Feloun,  adj.  cruel,  C  5998. 

Fere,  s.  fire,  2471,  5086. 

Fered,  pp.  fired,  inflamed,  5278. 

Fetisly,  adv.  neatly,  perfectly,  2267. 

Fetys,  adj.  well-made,  2088. 

Feynte,  adj.  feigned,  5563. 

Feyntyse,  s.  deceit,  guile,  3947,  2998, 
3492;  evasion,  1971. 

Fiaunce,  s.  confidence,  trust,  5481. 

Fil,  pt.  s.  fell,  condescended,  3437;  Fille, 
ft.pl.  found  themselves,  C  5813. 

Fit,  5.  mood,  5197. 

Flawme,  s.  flame,  3707. 

Flawnes,  s.pl.  flawns;  a  dish  composed 
of  new  cheese,  enp,  powdered  sugair, 
coloured  with  sanron  and  baked  in 
small  tins  called  '  coffins ' ;  C  4043. 

Flayn,/^.flayed,  C  7316.  Miswritten  slayn. 

Flemed,  //.  s.  exiled,  drove  into  exile, 
3052,  C  6781.    A.  S.Jlyman. 

Floytes,  s.pl.  flutes,  4251. 

Foles,  gen.  fool's,  5266. 

Foly,  adj.  foolish,  4399,  5085. 

Fond,  adj.  foolish,  5367. 

Fonde,  v.  attempt,  5858. 

Foole,  adj.  foolish,  C  7539. 

Foon,  pi.  foes,  5552,  C  6940. 

Foote,  V.  dance  formally,  2323. 

Foot-hoot,  adv.  instantly,  3827. 

For,  prep,  to  prevent,  4229;  for  fear  of, 
3365 ;  on  account  of,  2190. 


Forboden,  pp.  forbidden.  C  6616. 
Force,  s.;  I  yeve  no  force,  I  care  not, 

4602 ;  off.,  necessarily,  1796. 
Fordone,  pp.  undone,  4339. 
Fordrive,  fp.  scattered,  3782. 
Fore  warms,  forwards;  kennesf,  hence- 
forward, C  7304. 
Forffiure,  v.  perish,  5388.  5778. 
For-ofte,  adv.  very  often,  4876. 
For-peyned,  pp.  distressed,  3693. 
Forsiekke,  v.  refuse,  2822 ;  withstand,  1876. 
Forstere,  s.  forester,  C  6329. 
Fortened,  pp.  destroyed.  4875.    (Or  per- 
haps '  obstructed ' ;  cf.  A.  S.  fortyman,  to 

shut  up.)    See  Crece. 
Forthenke,  v.  rue,  repent,  3957, 4060. 
Forthy,  conj.  because;  notf.,  not  on  that 

account,  {perhaps)  nevertheless,  4509. 
Forwandred,  pp.  spent  with  wandering, 

3336. 
Forwardls,  s.  pi.  agreements,  C  7303. 
Forwerreyd,  pp.  utterly  defeated,  2564. 
Forwery,  adj.  tired  out,  3336. 
For- why,  wherefore,  1743. 
Forwoundld,  //.  sorely  wounded,  1830. 
Foryet,  v.  forget.  3243  \  pr.s.C  6538. 
Foryeve,  ger.  to  abandon,  give  up,  3438. 
Fraiinchyse,  s.  liberty,  4906;    nobiuty, 

2007;   generosity,  3003;    Bounty,  3501; 

Freedom,  C  5865. 
Frere,  s.  friar,  C  7377:   Friar  Wolf,  C 

6424. 
Freres   Prechours,   s.  pi.   preaching 
i       friars,  i.  e.  the  Prechours,  or  Dominican 

friars.  C  7458. 
;  Fret,  pp.  ffetted,  adorned,  3204 ;  set,  4705. 
Fretted,  pp.  furnished,  lit.  ornamented, 

C  7259. 
Frouncen,  pr.pl.  shew  wrinkles,  C  7261 ; 

Frounced,/*^,  wrinkled,  3137. 
Fyne,  v.  cease,  1797;  pr,  pi.  subj.  end, 

depart,  5356. 

O. 

Qabbeth,  pr.  s.  speaks  £alsely,  lies,  C 

6700. 
QabbiniTf  '.  lying.  C  7602, 7612. 
OadrlnsTt  s.  accumulation,  5782. 
Garisoun,  s.  healing,  3248 ;  garrison,  4279. 
Oamexnent,  s.  dress,  2256. 
Gamisovin,  s.  fortress,  4204. 
(}ate,    s.   way,   wise,   3333,   5167,   5330 

(Northern). 
Gentllnesse,   s.  kindness,  4605;    good 

breeding,  3005 ;  nobility,  5337. 
Gemer,  s.  gamer.  C  5988. 
Gesse;  withoutegesse^  doubtless,  3817. 
Geten,  pp,  gotten,  5701. 
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GtotlDGTt  s.  obtaining,  attainment.  3284. 

Glbbe,  Gib  (Gilbert),  a  cat.  C  6204. 

Ginne,  s,  warlike  engine.  4176. 

Oinneth,  pr.  s.  begins,  2154. 

Qlscknne,  s.  a  weapon  l)earing  a  scythe- 
like blade  fixed  on  a  shaft  and  provided 
also  with  a  spear-point  like  a  bayonet, 

CS978. 
Giteme,  ^tr.  to  play  on  the  guitar,  2321. 

Glose,  V.  flatter,  5097;  pp.  explained,  C 
6890. 

Gloumbe,  v.  frown,  look  glum.  4356. 

Gnede,  s.  stingy  person.  C  6002.  (Mis- 
written  ^ed€.) 

Go,  pp.  gone,  2423 ;  empty,  C  6834. 

Gonfanoun,  s.  gonfalon,  banner,  aoiS. 

Gospel  Perdurable,  The  Everlasting 
Gospel,  C  7102. 

Graitne,  v.  dress,  array,  C  7368. 

Graunt  mercy,  best  thanks,  C  7504. 

Gree,  (i)  s.  way  (lit.  grade)  ;  in  no  matter 
gree,  in  no  kind  of  way,  5743. 

Gree,  (2)  j.  flavour ;  a//^^^^,  with  favour, 
4574;  take  at  gree,  accept  with  a  good 
will,  1969;  in  gree,  in  good  part,  2306. 

Grete,  i pr.  s.  weep,  lament,  4116  (North- 
ern). 

Greves,  j.  //.  thickets.  3019. 

Groffe,  adv.  face  downward,  2561. 

Grolne,  pr.  s.  subj.  grumble,  murmur,  C 
7049. 

Grucchen,  pr.  pi.  subj.  grumble  at,  be- 
grudge. C  6465. 

Gruccnlng',  j.  refusal,  C  6439. 

Grype,  v.  seize,  C  5983. 

Guerdoningr,  -r.  reward,  2380,  C  5908. 

Gyler,  j.  beguiler,  57 w. 

Gype,  5.  frock;  perhaps  a  smock-frock 
^alluding  to  the  numerous  gathers  in 
tne  front  of  it),  C  7262. 

H. 

Ha,  V.  have,  5569. 

Hade,  2//.  j.  haddest.  2400. 

Halp,  //.  5.  helped,  191 1. 

Halt,  pr.  s.  refi.  considers  himself,  4901 ; 

keeps,  C  7032. 
Hardement,  s.  courage,  1827, 2487, 3392. 
Harlotes,  s.  pi.  rascals,  ribalds,  C  6068. 
Hameis,  s.  armour,  gear,  C  7477. 
Hameys,  v.  rejl.  dress,   equip   thyself, 

2647. 
Hat,  adj.  hot,  2398. 

Hatter,  adj.  comp.  hotter,  more  hotly.  2475. 
Haunt,  V.  practise,  4868;  ger.  to  haunt, 

frequent,  C  6601 ;  pr,  s.  subj.  practise,  C 

7029. 


Hauntlngr,  s.  haunt,  abode,  C  6o8z. 
Hauteyn,  adj.  haughty.   C   6101 ;   /tm. 

3739. 
Havolr,  s.  having,  472a 
Haye,  s.  hedge,  2971,  2987. 
Hele,  V.  conceal,  2858;  ger.  3522;  pr.pl. 

C6882. 
Hele,  s.  health,  4721. 
Hein^  proM.  them,  2218. 
Hemines,  s.  pi.  phylacteries,  C  691a. 
Hend,  adj.  ready,  useful,  3345. 
Hente,  ger.  to  seize,  3364;  pt.  s.  1730, 

4092;    pi.  pi.   snatched,   C    7136;    pp. 

plucked,  C  7644. 
Herber,  imp.  pi.  take  up  your  abode,  C 

7586;  2pf.  s.  didst  harbour,  5107. 
Herbert  ere,  s.  host,  entertainer,  C  7585 ; 

pi.  5000. 
Herberwe,  j.  shelter,  lodging,  C  6aoi, 

7495- 

Herberwe,  v.  shelter,  lodge,  C  6145. 

Herde,  s.  shepherd,  C  6453 ;  pi.  C  6561. 

Herle,  pr.  pi.  honour,  praise,  C  6241. 
A.  S.  herian. 

Hertly,  adj.  true-hearted,  5433. 

Het,  pp.  heated,  3709. 

Heten,  v.  promise,  C  6299. 

Higrbt,  pr.  s.  is  named,  C  6341 ;  pp.  pro- 
raised,  2803. 

Hoked,  adj.  hooked,  furnished  with 
hooks,  1712;  barbed,  1749. 

Hole,  adj.  whole,  complete,  5443. 

Holtes,  s.  pi.  plantations.  C  6996. 

Homaerer,  s.  vassal,  3288. 

Hoolly,  adv.  wholly,  1970. 

Hoomly,  adj.  homely,  feimiliar,  C  6330. 

Hoor,  adj.  gray-haired,  C  6335;  Hore, 
adj.  hoary,  gray,  3196;  pi.  hoary  (a  fre- 
quent epithet  of  trees,  perhaps  with 
reference  to  trees  of  great  age) ,  C  6996. 

Hompypes,  s.  pi,  musical  instruments, 
formed  of  pipes  made  of  horn,  4250. 

Hostilers,  s.  as  adj.pl.  keeping  an  inn,  C 

7033- 
Hoteth,  pr.  s.  promises,  543a ;  pr.pi,  5444. 
Housel,  V.  give  the  Host  (to),  C  0438. 
Hulstred,  pp.  concealed,  hidden,  C  6x46. 
Humanitee,  s.  human  nature,  5655. 
Hy,  s,  haste ;  in  hy,  in  haste,  2393,  3591. 

I. 

Ich,/r^.  I,  C6787. 

If,  conj.  if  (i.  e.  if  the  matter  be  wisely  in- 
quired into) ,  4454. 
Imped,  pp.  engrafted,  5137. 
Impes,  s.  pi.  grafts,  C  6293. 
Importable,  adj.  insufferable,  C  690a. 
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Ta-tere,  adv.  together,  4827. 
iBse,  V.  issue,  199a. 

J. 

Jangrleth,  pr,  s,  prattles,  C  7540. 
Jangrlingr,  s.  prating,  chattering.  C  5852 ; 

//.  idle  words,  C  6711. 
Jape,  J.  jest,  C  7519:  //.  tricks,  C  6835. 
Jape,  I  pr.  s.  mock,  scoff  at,  C  6471. 
JoUly,  adv.  after  a  jolly  sort,  C  7031; 

pleasantly,  2248;    nicely,   neatly,  2284; 

deservedly,  C  7664. 
Joly,  adj.  fine,  gay,  C  7248. 
Jolynesse,  s.  jolliness,  joy,  2302. 
Joweles,  s.pL  jewels,  2092,  542a 
Joyne,  1  pr.  s.  enjoin,  2355. 
Jupajrtye,  s.  jeopardy,  2666. 

K. 

Kembe,  imp.  s.  comb,  2284. 

Kenne,  v.  show,  teach,  2476. 

Kepe,  s.  heed,  3475. 

Kepe,  V.  keep;    Ji^^  forth,  perpetuate, 

4854 ;  I  pr.  s.  care,  C  6440 ;  keep,  3476 ; 

care,  wish,  C  6083 ;  pr.  pi.  care,  C  6093. 
Kernels,  s.  pi.  battlements,  4195.    F.  text, 

Us  creniaus. 
Kervlng,  pres.  pt.  as  adj.  cutting.  3813. 
Kesse,  v.  kiss,  2006. 

Kid,  pp.  made  known,  2172 ;  evident,  3132. 
Kirked,  adj.  crooked (?),  3137. 
Knet,  //.  knit,  fastened.  4700,  4811 ;  pp. 

pi.  fast  bound.  2092. 
Knewe,  i  //.  s.  subj.  disclosed.  C  6090. 
Knopped,  pp.  fastened,  C  7260.    A  knoppe 

is  properly  a  button ;  hence  knoppen,  to 

fasten  with  a  button. 

L. 

Laas,  s.  toils,  snare.  C  6029.  6648 ;  Lace, 
cord,  string.  C  7373;  net.  2792;  snare, 
5093. 

Laced,  pp.  entangled,  caught,  3178. 

Lakke,  2  pr.pl.  blame,  4804. 

Laxnbren,  s.pl.  lambs,  C  7013. 

Largesse,  s.  liberality,  2354 ;  C  5853. 

Las,  s.  net,  2790.    See  Laas.  Lace. 

Late,  ger.  to  let,  permit,  allow,  3145,  C 
6676 ;  V.  let.  5574 ;  Lat.  pr.  s.  lets  remain, 

5493-      ^ 
Lauhwitn,  pr.  s.  laughs,  2294. 

Lay,  J.  law.  religious  belief.  C  6749. 

Leef,  adj.  willing,  2335. 

Lees,  s.  pi.   lies;    withouten  lees,  truly, 

3904.  5728- 


Leful,  adj.  allowable,  permissible,  5195. 

Lil.  *  leave-ful.' 
LegTfiren,  ger.  ease,  relieve,  5016.     (Short 

for  aleggen.) 
Lemes,  s.pl.  rays.  5346. 
Lemman,  s.  sweetheart,  C  6056,  6305. 
Lene,  v.  lend,  3053.  C  7026. 
Leningr;  in  lening,  as  a  loan,  2373. 
Lepand,  pres.  part,  running  (with  short 

jumps).  1928. 
Lere,  ger.  to  teach,  2143,  2149;  v.  teach, 

5152;  learn.  2451,  4808. 
Lered,  adj.  learned.  C  6217. 
Lese,  V.  lose.  C  5915.  5924;  pr,  s.  2149. 
Lesingr,  s.  lie,  falsehood.  2174,  4835. 
Let,/r.  s.  leads  (his  life),  C  6111. 
Lete,  V,  cease,  2463;  leave,  C  6457;  let 

alone,  C  6556 ;  abandon,  C  6169 ;  allow, 

permit,  6458;    i  pr.  s.  leave,  C  6354; 

abandon,  C  6997 ;  pp.  let,  1791. 
Lette,  s,  let,  hindrance,  3756. 
Letten,  v.   hinder,  3590;    delay,    3940; 

stop,  1832;  cease,  2807;  desist,  1832. 
Lettlnsr,  s.  hindrance,  C  5931. 
Lettrure,  s.  literature,  writing,  C  6751. 
Leve,  V.  believe,  3303. 
Leve,  V.  live,  2336. 
Lever,  adv.  rather,  C  6793 1  '"^  were  lever, 

I  had  rather.  C  6168. 
Lew^d,  adj.  lay  (folk),  the  ignorant,  C 

6217. 
Lewedist,  adj.    superl.    most    ignorant, 

4802. 
Ley e, //.//.  lay.  lived.  C  6572. 
Llche,  adv.  alike,  equally,  4160. 
Ligreringr,  pr.pt.  lying  down,  4002. 
Likerous,  adj.  hcentious,  4264. 
Likly,  adj.  similar,  4852. 
Lisse,  V.  abate,  4128 ;  ger.  to  be  eased,  to 

feel  relief.  3758. 
List,  s.  pleasure,  will,  1957. 
List,  pr.  s.  wishes.  C  6139. 
Loifirne,  s,  tether,  3382,  C  705a 
Loke,  pp.  locked  up.  2092. 
Longr ;  0/  long  passed,  of  old,  3377. 
Lonsrith,//-.  s.  befits.  2321. 
Loos,  s.  renown,  reputation,  2310,  C  6103 ; 

ill  fame.  C  7081. 
Lorn,  pp.  lost,  4327,  4502. 4508,  C  5973. 
Losengeours,  s.  pi.  deceivers,  2693. 
Loteby,  s.  paramour.  C  6339. 
Lougrb,  pt.  s.  laughed.  C  7295. 
Lonre,  pr.  s.  subj.  scowl,  C  7049. 
Loute,  V.  bow.  4384 ;  bow  down.  C  7336; 

pr.  pi.  subj.  bow  down,  C  6917. 
Lowe,  ger.  to  appraise,  i.  e.  to  be  valued 

at.  4532. 
Luce,  5.  pike  (fish),  C  7039. 
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Lsrflode,  s.  livelihood,  5603,  C  6663. 

Lyken,  v.  please,  18C4,  C  6131. 

Lsrte,  adj,  little,  small,  2279,  3557 ;  adv,  C 

7551' 
Lytne,  ad;',  delicate,  3762. 

M. 

Msat,  adj\  bewildered,  overcome,  1739. 

See  Mate. 
Maistryse,  s,  strength,  dominion,  4172. 
Make,  ^rr.  to  cause,  C  5931 ;  /r.  //.  pro- 
pound, C  6186. 
Male,  J.  bag,  wallet,  3263 ;  money-bag,  C 

6376. 
Maltalent,  s.  ill-humour.  3438. 
Mangronel,  s,  a  military  engine  on  the 

principle  of  the  sling-staff  for  casting 

stones,  a  catapult,  C  6279. 
Mar,  adj.  greater,  2215 ;  adv.  more,  1854. 
Marchandise,  s.  barter,  C  5902. 
Mfiu:^,  adv.  more,  2709. 
Markes,/)/.  marks  (coins),  C  5986. 
Marreth,  /r.  j.  disfigures,  4679. 
Mate,  ad/,  distracted,   5099;    downcast, 

4671 ;  dispirited,  3167, 319a   See  Maat. 
Maugree,  s.  ill-will.  4399 ;  reproach,  3144 ; 

prep,  in  spite  of.  C  6711 ;  mau^e  y<mres, 

in  spite  of  you.  C  7645. 
May  me,  v.  maim,  C  6620 ;  pr.  s.  wounds, 

5317.    See  Meygrned. 
M^aysondewe,  s.  hospital,  5619. 
Medle,  v.  interfere,  3788;  Medle,  v.  rejl. 

meddle ;  m.  Aim  of,  deal  with,  C  6050 ; 

to  medle,  for  meddling,  4545. 
Meke,  v.  mollify,  3394 ;  have  mercy.  3541 ; 

Meked.  pt.  s.  ref.  humbled  himself,  3584. 
Mendience,  s.  beggary,  mendicancy.  C 

6657,  6707. 
Mene,  s.  mean.  middTe  state,  C  6527. 
Mene,  adj.  middle,  mean,  4844. 
Mene,  i  pr.  s.  bemoan,  2596. 
Menour,   Minorite,  Franciscan  friar,  C 

6338. 
Mes,  s.  at  good  mes,  at  a  favourable  op- 
portunity. 3462.    O.  F.  mes. 
Mete,  adj.  meet,  fitted.  1799. 
Mete,  V.  meet,  succeed,  4571. 
Mevable,  adj.  moveable,  4736. 
Meve,  V.  move,  incite,  2327. 
Me  we,  X.  coop,  cage  (a  falconry  term). 

4778. 
Meygrned,  pp.  hurt,  maimed,  3356.    See 

May  me. 
Meynee,  s.  household,  C  6870. 7156. 
Meynt,  pp.  mingled.  1920;  Meynd,  2296. 
Mich.  adj.  many.  2258.  5555. 
Micher,  s.  thief,  C  6541. 


Miches,  s,  pi,  smaU  loaves  <^  finest 
wheaten  flour.  5585. 

Mia,  adj.  amiss,  wrong.  3243. 

Mischeef,  s.  misfortune,  C  6731. 

Misericorde,  s.  mercy,  3577. 

Misseyinff,  s.  evil- speaking,  2207. 

Mister,  s,  occupation,  trade.  C  6976; 
whatever  mister,  of  every  kind  of  occu- 
pation, C  6332. 

Mistere,  s.  need,  C  7409. 

Miswey,  adv.  astray,  4764. 

Mixens,  s.  pi.  dunghills,  C  6496. 

Mo,  adj.  pi.  others  besides,  3033;  more 
(in  number).  C  5990. 

Mochel,  a<^'.  great.  31 17 ;  to  m.,  too  much. 

3442. 

Moeble,  jr.  moveable  property,  C  6045. 

Moeve,  v.  move.  i.  e.  prefer,  make,  C  6039. 

Moneste,  ipr.  s.  admonish,  charge,  3579. 

Monyours,  s.pl.  coiners,  C  6811. 

Mot,  pr.  s.  must,  3784 ;  so  mote  I  go^  as  I 
hope  to  walk  about.  C  6591. 

Mo  we,  V.  be  able.  2644. 

Musard,  s,  muser,  dreamer.  C  7562 ;  slug- 
gard. 3256,  4034 ;  dolt,  C  7562. 

Muwis,  s,pl,  bushels,  559a 

N. 

Nathelesse,  nevertheless,  C  6x95. 
Ne,  conj.  unless,  4858. 
Nede.  adv.  necessarily,  C  7633. 
Nedely,  adv.  needs  must,  C  61 17. 
Neden,  v,  be  necessary,  C  5990. 
Nedes,  s.  pi,  necessities,  C  6174. 
Nedee,  adv.  of  necessity,  179a. 
Neer,  adv.  nearer,  1708.    See  Nerre. 
Neigrh   it  nere,  v.  approach  it    more 

nearly,  2003. 
Nempned,  j^.  named,  mentioned,  C  6224. 
Nere,  were  not,  were  it  not  for,  2778; 

were  there  not,  2778;   had  it  not  been 

for,  C  7328. 
Nerre,  adj.  comp.  nearer,  5101. 
Neven,  v.  name,  C  5962 ;  recount,  C  7071. 
Nil,  pr.  s.  will  not,  C  5821,  6045. 
Nomen,  //.  //.  took,  C  7423 ;  pp,  taken, 

_5404- 

Noncerteyne,  adj.  uncertain,  5496. 

Nones,  for  the,  tor  the  nonce,  occasion- 
ally. C  7387. 
Nonne,  s.  nun,  C  6350. 
Noot,  1  pr.  s.  know  not,  C  6367. 
Noriture,  s.  bringing  up,  C  6728. 
Norys,  s.  nurse,  5418. 
Not,  I  pr.  s.  know  not.  5 191. 
Note-kernel,  s.  nut-kerael,  C  71 17. 
Noye,  s.  hurt,  3772. 
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Noyen,^^r.  to  vex,  4416- 

Noyous,  adj.  harmful,  3230,  4449. 

Noyse,  s.  evil  report,  3971. 

Nyce,  adj.  foolish,  silly,  4262, 4877,0  6944. 

Nycetee,  s.  foolishness,  5525. 

Nyerlie,  V.  approach,  1775. 

O. 

Obeysshingr,  j.  submission,  338a 

Of,  firtp.  out  of,  owing  to,  3981;  con- 
cerning (Lat.  de),  4884;  off,  5470; 
(some)  of,  (part)  of,  1993.  Or  it  may 
mean  '  by,' '  on  account  of.' 

Offense,  s.  discomfort,  5677. 

Of-newe,  adv.  newly,  alresh,  5169. 

Onlofte,  prep,  aloft,  on  high,  5503. 

Oon,  adj.  one,  4812;  in  oon^  without 
change.  3779. 

Ostagres,  s.pl,  hostages,  2064,  C  731 1. 

Other-grate,  adv,  otherwise.  2158. 

Ougrht,  adv.  in  any  way,  C  6096. 

Outake,  prep,  except,  4474. 

Outerly,  adv.  wholly,  utterly,  3489,  37^. 

Outrasre,  s.  wrong,  2082,  2086;  scanda- 
lous life,  4927;  outrageous  deeds,  C 
6024  (mistranslated). 

OutragreoilB,  adj.  exceeding  great,  2602 ; 
ill-behaved,  2192. 

Outslinfire,  v.  fling  out,  C  5987. 

Out-take, /r^^  except,  C  5819. 

Over-aJ,  adv.  everywhere,  3050,  3914. 

Overgf o,  V,  pass  away,  3784 ;  pr.  pi.  tram- 
ple on,  C  6821. 

Overwhelme,  v.  roll  over,  3775. 

Ow,  I  pr.s.  ought,  4413. 

P. 

Palasyns,  adj.  pi.  belonging  to  the 
palace ;  ladyes  palasyns,  court  ladies,  C 
6862. 

Papelard,  s.  hypocrite,  deceiver,  C  7283. 

Papelardye,  s.  hypocrisy,  C  6796. 

Paragre,  jr.  parentage,  descent,  4759. 

Par-amour,  with  devotion,  2830. 

Paramour,  j.  |>aramour,  lover,  5060. 

Paramours,  adv.  with  a  lover's  affection, 

4657- 
Parceners,  s.  pi.  partners,  C  6952. 
Parcuere,  adv.  by  heart.  4796. 
Pardee,  V.pardieu,  4433,  C  5913. 
Parfay,  by  my  faith,  C  6058. 
Part,  s.  duty,  5032. 
Parte,  v.  divide,  5283. 
Party,  s.  part;  in  party,  partially,  5338. 
Parvys,  s.  room  over  a  church-porch, 

C  7108. 


Pas ;  a  pas,  apace,  quickly.  3724. 

Passaunt,  adj.  surpassing,  31 10. 

Passe,  V.  penetrate,  1751. 

Patre,  v.  recite  the  paternoster,  C  6794. 

Pay,  J.  satisfaction,  C  5938 ;  liking,  taste, 
1721 ;  me  to  pay,  to  my  satisfaction,  C 
6985. 

Pay®,  ^^f'-  to  appease,  3599. 

Pelre,  v.  damage,  C  6x03. 

Peire  of  bedls,  s.  rosary,  C  7372. 

Pens,  s.pl.  pence,  C  5987. 

Pensel,  s.  a  standard,  ensign,  or  banner, 
(particularly  of  bachelors-in-arms) ,  a 
pennoncel,  C  6280. 

Pepir,  s.  pepper,  (metaphorically)  mis- 
chief, C  6028. 

Perauntre,  adv.  perad venture,  5192. 

Percas,  adv.  perchance,  C  6647. 

Persaunt,  adj.  piercing,  2809;  sharp, 
4179. 

Pese, -f^r.  to  appease.  3397. 

Pesible,  adj.  peaceable,  gentle,  C  7413. 

Payne,  j.  penalty,  C  6626;  pain,  hard- 
ness, 2120;  up peyne,OTi^a\n  (of  death), 
C6617. 

Peyne,  v.  reft,  endeavour,  C  7512;  pr.  s. 
reft,  takes  pains,  C  6014. 

Piment,  s.  spiced  wine  or  ale,  C  6027. 

Pitous,  adj.  excusable,  deserving  pity, 
4734 ;  merciful,  C  6161. 

Plat,  adv.  flat,  flatly,  1734,  C  7526. 

Pleyne,  v.  lament,  complain.  2299,  C  6405. 

Pleynt,  s.  complaint.  C  6012. 

Plififht,  iJ/,  s.  plucked,  1745. 

Plongelh, //-.  s.  plunges,  5472. 

Plyte,  s.  affair,  C  5827. 

Poeste,  s.  power,  virtue,  2095. 

Pole,  J.  pool,  C  5966. 

Port,  s.  demeanour,  manner,  2038,  2192; 
f'orte,  4622. 

Porte-colys,  s.  portcullis,  4168. 

Possed,  pp.  pushed,  tossed,  4479;  pp. 
driven,  4625. 

Potente,  s.  crutch.  C  7417. 

Poustee,  jr.  power,  influence,  C  6533, 
6957,  7679 ;  dominion,  C  6484. 

Povert,  s.  poverty,  C  6181. 

Prece,  jfer.  to  press,  4198. 

Predicacloun,  j.  preaching,  5763. 

Preise,  i  pr.  s.  value,  appraise,  4830. 

Prese,  v.  press;  pr.  s.  intrudes,  C  7627; 
pr.  pi.  intrude,  C  7629:  imp.  s.  endea- 
vour. 2899. 

Pressure,  s.  wine-press,  3692. 

Preve,  v.  prove.  4170. 

Previngr,  ».  proof,  C  7543. 

Preyse,  i  pr.  s.  value,  esteem,  1983.  F. 
pris. 
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Prike,  imp.  s.  gallop,  2314. 

Pria,  s,  esteem,  2310. 

Privetee,  s.  secret,  5526,  C  6878,  6882. 

Procuratoxir,  s.  a  collector  of  alms  for 

hospitals  or  sick  persons,  C  6974. 
Propre,  adj,  own,  C  6565,  6592. 
Provable,  adj.  capable  of  proof,  5414. 
Provende,  s.  allowance,  stipend,  C  6931. 
Prow,  s.  profit,  gain,  5806,  1940. 
Pryme  temps,  first  beginning,  4534 ;  the 

spring.  4747. 
Prys,  s.  praise,  1972 ;  price,  C  5927. 
Pugrnaunt,  adj.  poignant,  keen,  1879. 
Pullallle,  s.  poultry,  C  7043. 
Pulle,  V.  pluck,  strip,  C  5984:   pr.  fl. 

flay,  strip,  C  6820. 
Puple,  5.  people,  rabblement,  C  7x59. 
Purchas,  s.  acquisition,  C  6838. 
Purchasen,  ger.  to  procure,  C  6607. 
Purpryse,  s.  park,  enclosure,  3987,  4171. 
Purveaunce,  s.  provision,  C  7326. 
Purvey e,  ger.  to  procure,  3339. 
Put  pr,  5.  puts,  3556,  4444,  C  5949. 
Pyne,   j.    endeavour,    I7S>8;    misery,    C 

6499. 
Pynen,  v.  torment,  punish,  3511. 

Q. 

Quarels,  s.  pi.  square-headed  crossbow- 
bolts,  1823. 

Quarteyne,  adj.  as  s.  quartan  fever  or 
ague,  2401. 

Que  me,  ^<rr.  to  please,  C  7270. 

Quenche,  v.  be  quenched,  5324. 

Queue,  s.  quean,  concubine.  C  7032. 

Querrour,  s.  quarry-man,  hewer  of  stone, 
4149. 

Quethe ;  /  guethe  him  quyte,  I  cry  him 
quit,  C  6999. 

Queynt,  adj.  elegant,  2251 ;  curious, 
fanciful.  C  6342 ;  strange,  5199 ;  pleased, 
3079 ;  shewing  satisfaction.  2038. 

Queyntly,  adv.  neatly,  easily,  4322. 

Queyntyse.  s.  elegance,  2250. 

Quik,  adj.  alive,  3523,  4070.  5056. 

Quitly,  adv.  quite,  entirely,  C  5843. 

Quitte,  pt.  s.  rekex.:  quitte  him^  ac- 
quitted himself;  3069;  //.  requited, 
3146,  6088;  made  amends  for,  2599; 
rid,  1852. 

Quook,  I  //.  s.  quaked,  3163;  //.  pi. 
3966. 

Quy te,  //.  as  adj.  quit,  C  5904 ;  free,  C 
5910;  entire,  2375. 

Quyte,  V.  acquit,  release,  C  6032;  fulfil, 
5032;  \pr.  s.  C  6412;  imp.  s.  2222,  4392. 


R. 

Bacyne,  s.  root,  4881. 

Baere,  s.  rage,  spite,  3809:  mali|rnity, 
venom,  1916;  madness.  3292;  tn  r., 
mad,  4523. 

Bamafire,  adj.  wild,  5384.    O.  F.  ramose. 

Rape,  s.  haste,  1929. 

Rape,  adv.  quickly.  C  6516. 

Rathe,  adj.  early,  C  6650. 

Ravisable,  adj.  greedy  for  prey,  C  70x6. 

Ravyne,  s.  plunder.  C  6813. 

Rebel,  adj.  rebellious,  C  6400. 

Recche ;  what  recchiih  me,  what  care  I, 
3447. 

Recreaundyse,  s.  cowardice.  2107, 4038. 

Recreauute,  s.  coward,  4090. 

Recured,  pp.  recovered.  4920,  5124. 

Rede,  s.  good  advice,  3859 ;  Reed.  C  7328. 

Rede,  i  pr.  s.  advise,  1932;  read,  1819. 

Reed,  s.  advice,  C  7328 ;  Rede,  3859. 

Refreyne,  ger.  to  bridle,  C  7511. 

Reft,  s.  rift,  2661. 

Refte,  ipt.pl,  deprived,  3562. 

Refuyt,  s.  refuge,  escape,  3840. 

Rehete,  v.  cheer,  console,  C  6509. 

Reisius,  s.pl.  fresh  grapes.  3659. 

Relees,  s.  relief.  2612 ;  release.  4440. 

Release,  1  pr.  s.  give  up,  C  6999. 

Religrloun,  s.  religious  order,  3715 ;  mo- 
nastic life,  C  6155. 

Religrious,  adj.  pious.  C  6236;  ox  j.  a 
nun,  C  6347;  R.  folk,  monastics,  C 
6149. 

Remued,  pf.  s.  moved.  C  7432. 

Rendre,  v.  recite,  4800. 

Reneyed,  i  //.  s.  subj.  should  renounce, 
C  6787. 

Repeire,  v.  return,  3573,  4 131. 

Repreef,  s.  reproach,  4974,  C  7240. 

Repreve,  s.  reproach,  5261 ;  Reprove, 
upbraiding,  5525. 

Requere,  pr.  s.  subj.  request,  ask,  5233; 
pp.  asked,  5277. 

Rescous,  s.  service,  endeavour  to  sup- 
port, C  6749. 

Resonablea,  adj.pl.  reasonable,  C  6760. 

Reaoim,  s.  correct  manner,  2151. 

Reveth,  pr.  s.  takes  away,  C  6254 ;  //.  j. 
bereaved,  4351. 

Reverte,  v.  bring  back,  C  7188. 

Revolucioun,  s.  revolution,  turn  (of  for- 
tune's wheel),  4366. 

Reward,  s.  regard,  consideration,  3832. 

Re  we,  V.  rue,  be  sorry,  4060;  it  tool  me 
retue,  I  shall  be  sorry,  5170. 

Reyne,  v.  rain  down,  fall  as  rain.  182a. 

Reynea,  Rennes  (in  Brittany).  3836. 
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Bibaned,  pp.  adorned  with  lace  (of  gold), 

4752. 
Ribaud,  s,  labourer,  5673 ;  //.  ribalds,  C 

73oi. 
Bibaudye,    x.    ribaldry,    3224;    riotous 

living,  4926. 
Bigrbt,  adv.  just,  exactly,  5347;  quite,   C 

6398,  6^11 ;  right  nought,  not  at  all,  2071. 
Rimpled,  adj.  wrinkled.  4495. 
Rivelingr,  pres.  part,  puckering,  C  7262. 
Rochet,  s.  linen  garment,  4754. 
Bode,  5.  dat.  rood,  cross,  C  6564. 
Body,  adj.  ruddy,  3629. 
Boigrnous,  adj,  scurvy,  rotten,  C  6190. 
Bokingr,  pres,  part,    rocking,  quivering, 

trembling,  1906.     Cf.  Shak.  Lucr.  262. 
Bonne,  pp,  advanced,  4495. 
Boser,  s.  rose-bush,  1789,  1826, 1833, 2967. 
Bouerht,  I  pt.  s.  recked,  heeded,  1873; 

I//,  s.  subj.  should  not  care,  C  7061. 
Bowe,  adj.pl.  rough,  1838. 
Bude,  adj.  as  pi.  s.  common  people,  2268. 
By ve,  V.  pierce,  C  7161 ;  be  torn,  5393 ; 

Ryveth,/r.  j.  is  torn,  5718. 

S. 

Sad,  adj.  serious,  staid,  composed,  4627 ; 

//.  grievous,  C  6907. 
Sadnesse,  s.  sobriety,  discretion,  494a 
Sailen,  v.  assail,  C  7338. 
Sakked  Freres,  Fratres  cU  Sacco,  Friars 

of  the  Sack,  C  7462. 
Salowe,  adj.  sallow ;  but  read  falowe,  i.  e. 

fallow,  C  7392. 
Salue,^^/*.  to  salute,  2218 ;  pr.  s.  subj.  2220. 
Samons,  s.  pi.  salmon,  C  7039. 
Sat,//.  J.  tmpers.  suited,  3810. 
Sautere,  s.  psalter,  C  7371. 
Say,  \pt.  s.  saw,  1722;  Sawe,  //.  s,  subj. 

saw,  1719. 
Say   (y&r  Assay),  v.  essay,   attempt,  en- 
deavour, ^162. 
Saynt,  adj.  girded,  girdled  (?),  C  7408. 
Scantilone,  s.  pattern,  C  7064. 
Scole,  s,  scholarship,  learning,  3274. 
Score,  s,  crack  (or  hole)  in  a  wall,  2660. 
Scrippe,  s.  scrip,  wallet,  C  7405. 
Secree,  adj,  secret,  5257. 
Secree,  s,  secret,  5260. 
Secte,  s.  class,  category,  5745;  gen.  of 

(our)  race.  4859. 
Seden,  v.  bear  seed,  fructify.  4344. 
See,  pr.  s,  subj,  see ;  so  god  me  see,  as 

( I  hope)  God  may  protect  me,  5693. 
Seer,  adj.  sere,  dry,  4749. 
Seigrnorye,  jr.  dominion.  3213. 
Seke,  adj.  sick,  5729,  5733;  //.  4829. 


Semblable,  adj.  similar,  C  5911. 
Semblable,  adj.  as  s,  resemblance,  one 
like  himself,  4855;  //.  like  (cases),  C 

6759- 
Semblant,  s.    appearance,    disguise,  C 
6202;  (his)  hypocrisy,  C  7449:  seeming, 

3205.  3957- 

Sen,  coftj.  since.  1984. 

Sentence,  s.  meaning,  C  7474;  p/.  opi- 
nions, C  5813. 

Sermoneth, /r.  s.  sermonizes,  preaches, 
C  6219. 

Servaere,  s,  servitude,  4382,  5807. 

Serviable,  adj.  serviceable.  C  6004. 

Sette,  x;. fasten  (an  accusation). 3328;  Set, 
pr.  s.  places.  4925,  4957 ;  pt.  pi,  besieged. 
C  7344  '•  PP'  established,  2077. 

Seure,  adj.  sure.  4304. 

Seurere,  adj.  comp.  surer,  more  secure,  C 

5958- 
Seynt  Amour,  William  St.  Amour,  C 

6781.     (He  wrote  against  the  friars  who 

advocated  the  Eternal  Gospel.) 
Shende,  v.  shame,  put  to  shame,  3116; 

ger.  to  injure,  2953;  pr,  s.  ruins.  4776, 

53  >o;  PP'  disgraced,  ruined,  3479,  3933. 
Shene,  adj.  fair,  3713. 
Shere,  pr,  s.  subj,  can  cut,  shear,  4335; 

may  shave,  C  6196. 
Shete,  ger.  to  shoot,  1798;  Shet,  pt,  s. 

shot,  1727, 1777. 
Shette,  ger.  to  shut.  4224;  v.  shut  up, 

2091 ;  pr,  pi.  shut  up,  5771 ;    Shet,  ^, 

shut.  4368. 
Shewiner,  s.  demeanour,  4041. 
Shitteth,  pr.  s.  shuts.  4100;  Shit,^.  shut 

up,  2767. 
Shoon,  s.  pi.  shoes.  2265. 
Shrewls,  s.  pi.  knaves.  C  6876. 
Shrift-fader,  s,  confessor,  C  6423. 
Shry  ve,  v.  hear  confessions,  C  6364. 
Sigrh,  I  pt.  s.  saw,  1822. 
Sierht,  I  pt.  s.  sighed,  1746. 
Sikerer,  adj.  comp.  safer,  C  7310. 
Slkerest,  adj.  superl.  securest,  C  6147. 
Sikernesse,  s.  certainty.  1935,  2365. 
Sikirly,  adv.  certainly.  C  6906. 
Similacloiin,  s.  dissimulation.  C  7230. 
Simplesse,  s.  Simplicity  (.the  name  of  an 

arrow).  1774:  simplicity.  C  6381. 
Shre.    J.    father;   sire   ne   dame,    neither 

father  nor  mother,  C  5887. 
Sith,  conj.  since,  1964,  4367.  C  6266. 
Slthen,  adv.  afterwards.  1999,  C  7130. 
Sltte,  pr,  pi.  subj.  sit,  fit,  2267:  Sittand. 

pres.pt.  (Northern)  fitting,  2263;  Sitting, 

pres.  pt.  fitting,  suitable,  3654 ;  befitting, 

2309.  4675. 
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Slukffaut,  J.  scaffold,  a  shed  on  wheels 
with  a  ridged  roof,  under  cover  of 
which  the  battering  ram  was  used, 
4176. 

Sklle,  s,  reason,  3xao,  4543 ;  avail,  1951. 

Slake,  V.  abate,  3108. 

Sleen,  ger.  to  slay,  C  7195  ',pr.  s,  2590. 

Sleigrlie.  ad/\  slv,  cunning,  C  7357. 

BleighteBf  s,  p/,  missiles,  C  7071;  tricks, 
C  6371. 

Slo,  V,  slay,  3150, 459a ;  ^er.  5521 ;  Sloo,  v. 
1953.  3523 :  Slo,/r.  s,  suij,  499a,  5643. 

Sloxnreat,  a^r.  s,  slumberest,  3567. 

Slowe,  s,  moth,  4751.    F.  taigne, 

Sznete,//.  smitten,  3755. 

Snibbe,  v,  snub,  reproach,  4533. 

Sojour,  s.  sojourn,  4282 ;  dwelling,  5150. 

Bolempnely,  adv,  publicly,  with  due 
publicity,  C  6766. 

Soleyn,  adj.  sullen,  3896. 

Sophsrme,  s.  sophism,  C  7471. 

Sore,  adv,  closely,  strictly,  2055 ;  ardently, 

^2075. 

Sote,  adj,  sweet,  4880. 

Soth-sawe,  s,  truth-telling,  C  6125,  6130, 

SotUly,  adv.  subtly,  4395. 
Soudiours,  s.pi.  soldiers,  4234. 
Spanlshingr,   s.    escpanding,   expansion, 

3633.    O.  F.  espanir,  to  expand. 
Sparred,  //.  s.  locked,  fastened,  3320. 
Sparth,  s.  a  battle-ax,  C  5978. 
Spered,/>^.  (y&r  sperred) ,  fastened,  locked 

(F.  senti  la  cUf),  Qoijg. 
Sperhauke,  s.  sparrowhawk,  4033. 
Spille,  V.  kill,  1953 ;  destroy,  2162 ;  ger.  to 

surrender    to    destruction,  5441;  //.  s. 

spoiled.  5136 ;  pp.  exhausted,  4786. 
Spitel,  J.  hospital.  C  6505. 
Springre,  pr.  fl.  grow,  increase,  C  5988 ; 

pp.  advanced,  C  6954. 
Sprln^oldes,  s.  pi.  catapults,  4191. 
Squared,  pp.  cut  square,  4x55. 
Squierly,  adj.  like  a  squire,  C  7415. 
Squ3rre,  s.  square  (carpenter's  square),  C 

7064. 
Stant,  pr.  s.  stands,  waits.  5004. 
Stark,  adj.  downright,  C  7292. 
Stede,  s.  place,  C  5898. 
Stille  or  loude,  silently  or  aloud,  under 

all  circumstances,  C  7532. 
Stlnten,  v.  cease,  C  6849;  pp.  stopped,  C 

6473. 
Stonde  forth,  grr,  to  stand  out,  persist, 

3547 ;  Stont,  pr.  s.  stands,  consists,  5581 ; 

Stant,^r.  s.  waits,  5004. 
Stounde,  s.  hour,  time,  1733;  //.  hours, 

2639. 


Stounde,    s.    (probably    an    error    for 

wounds,  wound),  4472. 
Stoundemele,  adj.  momentary,  3784. 
Stoundemele,  adv.    hourly,    from*  one 

hour  to  another,  2304. 
Stoutnesse,  s.  pride,  obstinacy,  1936. 
Streite,  adj.  close-fitting,  2271. 
Strene,  s.  strain,    breed,   4859.      A.  S. 

streona. 
Strepe,  v.  strip,  fleece,  C  6818. 
Streyne,  v.  constrain,  compel,  C  6406; 


pt.  s.  urged,  C  7631. 
Jtr 


Streyned- Abstinence,  Constniined  Ab- 
stinence, C  7325. 

Stuffen,  pr.  pi.  provide  with  defenders, 
C  6290.    F.  text,  corent  Us  murs  garttir^ 

Suen,  V.  pursue,  seek,  4953. 

Suffk^unce,  s.  patience,  submission,  3463. 

Suspecious,  adj.  suspect,  of>en  to  sus- 
picion, C  61  la 

SusteninfiT,  s.  sustenance,  C  6697. 

Swelte,  Qipr.  5.  subj.  die,  2480. 

Swete,  2  pr,  s.  subj.  sweat,  feel  heat, 
2480. 

Swlnk,  s.  toil,  labour,  C  6596. 

Swinke,  v.  labour,  C  6619;  ger.  to  toil, 
2151,  5685 ;  pr.  s.  toils.  5675. 

Swinker,  s.  toiler,  C  6857. 

Swinkingr,  s.  toiling.  C  6703. 

SwoninfiTt  s.  swooning,  swoon,  1737. 

Sy,  i.  e.  if  ( F.  si) ,  i.  e.  haphaz^ird,  5741. 

Sythes,  //.  times,  2048,4868 ;  Many  sythe, 
often,  2257. 

T. 

Take,  v.  lay  hold,  5351 ;  take  arms,  3539; 

hand  over,  C  7265;  v.  rejl.  surrender, 

1947 :  /.  on  hem,  apply  to  themselves,  C 

6107  (F.text,  sur  eus  riens  u'euprendromi)  ; 

pr.  s.  betakes,  commits  himself,  C  644a ; 

pp.  taken;   him  take,  betaken    hinoself, 

C  7280;  Tan,//.  C  5894. 
Takel,  s.  weapon,  arrow.  1729,  1863. 
Tale,    f.  reckoning;   yeve  I  liUl  tale,   I 

pay  little  heed,  C  6375. 
Talent,  J.  good  will,  inclination,  C  6134; 

fancy,    C  7 no;    longing.  347a;    desire. 

intent,  1716;  spirit,  disposition,'  C  7674. 
Tan,  pp.  taken.  C  5894.    See  Take. 
Tapinasre,  s.  hiding ;  in  tapinage,  sneak- 

ingly,  C  7363, 
TatckTwafiTires,  s.  pi.  fluttering  tatters.  C 

-.7259. 

TaylaGTlers,  s.  pi.  tax-gatherers,  C  6811. 

Tecche,  s.  fault,  bad  habit,  5166;  //.  C 

Teched,  //.  s.  taught.  C  6680. 
Telle,  V.  account,  5053. 
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Templers,  s,  pi.  Knights-Templars,  C 
6693. 

Temprure,  s.  tempering,  mixing.  4177. 

Temps,  s,  time ;  at  prime  ttmps,  at  the 
first  time,  at  first,  3373. 

Tene,  s.  ruin,  blight,  4750. 

Tespye,  v,  to  espy,  3156. 

Than,  conj.  than  if,  4328. 

Tliank,  s,  thanks,  4584 ;  (F.  text,  son  gri 
deservir)  ;  good  will,  2698, 2700 ;  in  thank, 
with  thanks,  writh  good  will,  2115,4577; 
Thankes,  //.  thanks,  2036 ;  thy  thanhis, 
with  thy  good  will,  2463. 

Thar,  adv.  there.  1853, 1857. 

Thar,  pr.  s.  imptrs.  needs ;  you  that,  you 
need,  3604. 

Thee,  v.  thrive ;  so  mote  I  thee^  as  I  hope 
to  thrive,  3086. 4841,  C  5899. 

Thempryse  {Jor  The  eropryse),  the  cus- 
tom. 2286. 

Ther-ereyn,  prtp.  against  this,  C  6555. 

Thllke,/r0».  that,  2106,  C  598a 

ThiasT,  s.  pi.  thing^.  propertjr.  C  6670. 

Thingres,  s.  pi.  business,  doings,  C  6037. 

This,  for  this  is,  C  6057, 6452. 

Thoufirht,  J.  the  object  of  thought  per- 
sonified (?),  2473.  (But  a  corrupt  read- 
ing; read  That  swete,  answering  to 
S'amie  in  the  F.  text.) 

Threste,  ipr.  s.  thrust,  C  6825. 

Thringre,  ger.  to  thrust,  C  7419. 

ThPltty,  adj.  thirty,  421 1. 

Throwe,  s.  moment,  1771, 3867. 

Thrust,  s.  thirst,  4722. 

Thurgrh-sougrht,  pp.  examined  thor- 
oughly, 4948. 

Til,  prfp.  to ;  him  tU,  to  him,  4594. 

Tiller,  s.  tiller,  husbandman.  4339. 

Tobeten,  pp.  belaboured,  C  6126. 

Tobeye,  to  obey.  3534. 

To-drawe,  pp.  torn  in  pieces.  C  6ia6. 

Tofom,  prep,  before.  2969;  God  tofom, 
in  the  sight  of  God.  C  7198. 

Token,  pt.  pi.  took  (i.  e.  took  Christ  to 
witness,  appealed  to  Christ),  C  7122. 
(The  translation  is  entirely  wrong; 
hence  the  lack  of  sense.) 

Tolde,  //.  {error  for  Told),  told,  C  6598. 

To-me-ward,  towards  me,  3354,  3803. 

To-moche-YevinfiT,  Giving  too  much,  C 

5837- 
Ton,  the,  the  one,  5217 ;  the  toon,  5559. 

To-quake,  v.  quake  greatly ;  al  to-^ahe, 

tremble  very  much,  2527. 
To-shake,  v.  shake  to  the  foundations, 

ruin,  C  5981. 
To-shar,  //.  j.  lacerated,  cut  in  twain, 

1858. 


To-shent,  pp.  undone ;  al  to-shent^  utterly 

undone,  1903. 
Touret,  s.  turret,  4164. 
Toum,  J.  turn,  5470. 
Trace,  v.  walk,  go  about,  C  6745 ;  pr.  pi, 

walk,  live,  5753. 
Transmewe,  v.  transmute,  be  changed, 

2526. 
Trasshed,/^.  betrayed,  3231. 
Trechour,  s.  traitour,  C  7216;  cheat,  C 

6602. 
Tree,  s.  wood,  1747, 1808,  2408,  C  7061. 
Tresret,  s.  trap,  snare,  C  6312;  trickery, 

guile,  C  6267,  6825. 
Tregetours,  s.  pi.  tricksters,  C  7587. 
Treeretrye,  J.  trickery.  C  6382;  trick,  C 

6374. 
Trepesret,  s.  a  military  engine  made  of 

wood,  used  for  hurling  large  stones  and 

other  missiles,  a  trebuchet,  C  6279. 
Trichour,  adj.  treacherous,  6308. 
Trist,  V.  trust,  4364 ;  pp.  3929. 
Trouble,  adj.  troubled,  1755. 
Troubler,  adj.  comp,  dimmer,  less  bright, 

C  7116. 
Trowandyee,  s.  knavery,  villany,  3954. 
Trowe,  v.  beUeve,  C  6873. 
TruaundinfiT,  s.  idling,  shirking,  C  6721. 
Truaundyse,  x.  idleness,  shirking,  C  6664. 
Truaunt,  s.  idler,  loafer,  C  6645. 
Tumble,  v,  cause  to  tumble,  cause  to 

perform  athletic  feats,  C  6836;  ger.  to 

tumble.  5469. 
Turves,  s.pl.  sods  of  turf,  C  7062. 
Twlnne,  v.  separate,  go  apart,  4813 ;  part, 

5077;  depart,  4367. 

U. 

Unavysedy  adj.  heedless,  indiscreet, 
foolish,  4739. 

Unbond,  //.  s.  released,  C  6416 ;  pp.  un- 
£sistened,  4700 ;  opened,  2226. 

Unclosed,  pp.  untied,  unfastened,  4698. 

Unclosid,^.  unenclosed,  3921,  3925. 

Undirfonj^th,  pr.  s.  undertakes,  5709. 

Unese,  s.  uneasiness,  trouble,  3102;  dis- 
comfort, 2596. 

Unhappe,  s.  mishap,  ill  fortune,  5492. 

Unhyde.  v.  unfold,  reveal,  2168. 

Unlefulle,  adj.  illicit,  4880. 

Unnethe,  adv.  scarcely,  i.  e.  it  will 
scarcely  be,  C  6541 ;  Unnethis,  hardly, 
5461. 

Unrelesed,  adj.  unrelieved.  2729. 

Unsperd,  pp.  unbolted,  unbarred,  2656. 

Unthrift,  s.  wastefulness.  4996. 

Unwelde,  adj.  impotent,  feeble,  4886. 
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Up-oaste,  pt.  X.  lifted  up,  C  7199. 
Updrease,  v,  set  up,  prepare,  C  7067. 
Up-rlGTht,  adv,  on  thy  back,  2561. 
Urohouns,  s,  pL  hedgehogs,  3135. 
Utter,  adj,  outer,  4908. 

V. 

Vailith,  pr.  s,  avails,  5765. 
Valour,  s.  worth,  5236,  5556 ;  value.  5538. 
Vassalairo,  s,  prowess,  courage,  C  5871. 
Vekke.  i.  old  woman,  hag,  43^6,  4495. 
Vendable,  adj.  venal,  vendible,  saleable, 

5804. 
Vergrer,  s.  orchard,  323^,  3618, 3831, 3851. 

Vermayle,   ad/,   vermilion,  scarlet-red, 


^Uavx 


VQaynaly,  adv.  disgracefully,  3994. 

Vilesm,  s.  peasant,  yokel,  churl,  1990; 
Vilavns,^^if.  churl's,  1992. 

Vitaille,  X.  victuals,  delicacies.  C  7044. 

Voide,  V.  drive  away.  5164 ;  pr.  s.  removes. 
2833,  ^5 :  ^^/'  ^-  remove,  clear,  2283 ; 
imp.  pi.  put  away,  3571. 

Voluntee,  s.  will,  desire,  5276. 

Voucbe,  pr.  s.  I  per.  vouchsafe ;  For  sauf 
of  cherlis  I  ne  vouche,  for  1  do  not 
vouchsafe,  among  churls,  2002.  (Or 
read  /o  for  0/.) 

Vounde.pp,  (?)  well  found,  hence,  excel- 
lent, C  7063. 

w. 

Wacche,  s,  watching,  lying  awake.  4132. 
Wade,  V.  wade,  go  about,  5022. 
Walkynsr.  s.  waUcing  (  ? ) .  2682.   ( Perhaps 

read  fa/iin^;  F.  text^  parUrs.) 
Walowe,  V.  toss  (or  roll)  about,  2562. 
Wanhope,  s.  despair,  4432,  4433,  4708. 
Wante,  v.  be  lacking,  2530. 
Ware,  s.  commodity,  C  5926. 
Warne,  v.  inform,  C  7657 ;  //.  s.  refused. 

C  5840 ;  pp.  refused,  denied,  2604,  3426, 
245.  C  7502. 
awe,  s.  wave,  4712. 
Wayte,  ^er.  to  beset  (me)  with,  to  plot, 

3938. 
weder,  s.  storm,  4336. 
Weed,  s.  religious  habit,  C  6359. 
Welfariner,  adj.  well-favoured,  C  6866. 

F.  text,  de/es. 
Wel-Helingre,  s.  Good-concealment,  C 

5857. 
Wene,   s.  expectation,  2046;    wUhouten 

wene,  doubtless.  2415.  2668,  3683,  4596. 
Wene,  v.  suppose,  2761:    {read  mak'th 

[him]  wene ;  F.  text,  Qtiil  se  cuide)  \  pr. 


Wj 


W< 


we 


Wei 


s.  subj.  imagine,  5672;  Wende,  i  pt.  s. 
imagined,  4322. 

Weningr>  s.  imagination,  2766. 

Went,  pp.  departed,  turned  away.  C  6185. 

[Went,  pr.  s.  turns  aside,  C  6205.]     Sup- 
plied by  guess. 

Were,  s.  distraction  (F.  guerre),  5699: 
itfithouten  were,  without  doubt  (a  char- 
acteristic expletive  phrase,  common  in 
Fragment  B),  1776,  2568,  2740,  3351. 
452,  4468,  5485.  5657,  5692. 
ere,  v.  wear  away,  devour,  4752;  gtr, 
to  wear,  i.  e.  to  wear  away  (the  shore), 
4712 ;  pr.pl.  C  6215 ;  //.//.  C  6244. 

Weme,  v.  deny,  refuse.  3443.  C  6673; 

vr.  3730.    See  Wame. 

errey ,  v.  war  against,  oppose,  C  6996 ; 

ger.  to  make  war  upon.  3251 ;  pr,  s,  wars 

against.  3699;    i  pr,  pi,  make  war.  C 

7018;    Werreyed.  pp,   warred    against, 

17. 

ery,  v.  worry,  strangle,  C  6264. 
Wethers,  s.  gen.  wether's,  sheep's,   C 

6259. 
Weyked,  pp.  as  adj.  too  weak,  4737. 
Wher,  conj.  whether,  2617,3191. 
Whetted./^,  sharpened,  C  6197. 
WhltBonday.  s.  Whitsunday,  2278.    Cf. 

'Garlands,  Whitsunday,  iij^.';    Brand's 

Pop.  Antiq.  s,  v.  Whitsun-ale. 
Whyloxn,  adv.  sometimes,  4355.  5350; 

formerly,  4123,  C  709a 
Whyte  monkes,  s.  pi.  Cistercians,  i.  e. 

Reformed  Benedictines,  C  6695. 
Wicked-Tonge  ( F.  Malebouche) ,  C  7434. 
Wigrht,  s.  man,  creature,  C  5961. 
Wifirht.  adj.  active,  4761. 
Wilfully,  adv.  willingly.  4808.  C  5941. 
Wlllen,  V.  desire,  2482. 
William,  W.  Seint  Amour,  C  6763,  6778. 
Wimple,  s.  wimple,  3864.   A  band  usually 

of  linen  which  covered  the  neck,  and 

was  drawn  up  over  the  chin,  strained 

up  each  side  of  the  face,  and  generally 

fastened    across    the    forehead;    called 

also  barbe,  gorget,  or  chin-cloth. 
Winde,  V.   turn   about,    18 10;    escape. 

2056. 
Winke,  V.  sleep,  4568 ;  2/r.  s.  subj,  2348. 
Wis,  adv.  verily,  C  6433. 
Wite,  V.  know,  C  6105, 6208, 6939 ;  Wit,  v, 

3145.  5574;  Wist,  //.  pi.  knew,  C  5864; 

Wisten,//.//.  subj.  knew,  C  6087. 
Wone,  \pr.  s.  dwell,  C  6143. 
Woningr,  s.  dwelling-place,  C  608a. 
Woninff-places,  s.  pi.  dwelling-places, 

C  61 19. 
WoimentpLpl,  won,  C  6252. 
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Wood,  adj.  mad,  3138,  3776,  C  6263:  rag- 
ing, 1921. 
Wook,  1  //.  s.  kept  awake,  watched,  1877. 
Woot,  pr,  s.  knows,  5257. 
Worche,  v.  work,  cause,  C  6o^a. 
Worche,  v.  deal  fwith  what  they  have  to 

do) ,  C  6037.     MS.  G.  has  worthe  ;  Lot. 

ladies  worthe  =  let  ladies  alone.     The 

passage  is  obscure. 
Worchlngres,  s.pl.  doings,  C  6585. 
Worth,  adj.  worthy,  C  7104. 
WoBt,  2  pr.  s.    knowest    (thou),    4977: 

Wostow,  knowest  thou,  C  6075,  6373. 
Woxen,  pp.  grown,  C  7140. 
Wrapped,//,  s.  subj.  should  wrap,  C  6260. 
Wratthed,  i  //.  j.  made  angry,  4108 ;  pp. 

enraged,  3097. 
Wreko.  pp.  revenged,  3362. 
Wrenche,  s.  turn,  trick,  4292. 
Wresringr,  s.  betraying,  disclosure,  5220. 
Writ,  pr.  s.  writes,  C  6585. 
Wry  en,  ger.  to  cover,  C  6684 ;  v.  disguise, 

C  6795 ;  cover  up,  clothe^  C  6819  (F.tcxt, 

s'afublfnt) . 
Wrythe,  v.  twist,  43^9. 
Wurchingr,  s.  macnmation,  C  6123. 
Wyte,  s.  blame;    to  luyte,  a  matter  of 

reproach,  3558. 

Y. 

Yaf ,  //.  s.  gave.  2339,  4  w. 
Yalt,  pr.  s.  re/,  betaikes   himself,  4904. 
See  Yelde. 


Yate,  J.  gate,  4230. 

Yates,  s.p/.  gates  {buimuwriUgm/br  gates, 

i.  e.  ways),  5722. 
Y-bake.  pp.  baked,  C  7048. 
Y-do,  //.  done;  kave  y-do,  have  done! 

1941. 
Y6,  5.  eye,  4264. 
Yedest,  2//.  s.  wentest,  3227;  Yede,//.  s. 

went,  51^1 ;  has  gone,  2585. 
Yeft,  J.  gift,  granting,  3664, 
Yelde,  v.  yield,  1933;  submit  (thyself),  C 

6283 ;  imf.  s.  yield,  1930. 
Yeme,  adv.  readily,  e^erly,  C  6719. 
Yemlnsr,  s.  affection,  €5951. 
Yeten,  pp.  poured  out,  5702.    Pp.  fix>m 

A.  S.geotan. 
Yeve,  ipr.  s.  care,  regard,  C  6464. 
Yevlnar.  s.  giving,  C  5907. 
Y-fere,  adv.  together,  in  company,  3806. 
Y-holpeyPp.  helped,  holpen,  SS015. 
Yinff,    adj.   young,   2208.     A    Northern 

form. 
Y-let,  pp.  hidden,  ws. 
Yliche,  adv.  equally,  alike,  3630. 
Yolden,  pp.  requited,  4556.    See  Yelde. 
Yore.  adv.  long  ago,  C  7599. 
Youth-hede,  s.  youthhood,  4931. 
Ypocryte,  s.  hypocrite,  C  6^2. 
Yre,  s.  anger,  3174.    F.  text,  ire. 
Y-sene,  adj.  visible,  C  6806. 
Yvel,  adv.  ill,  5238. 
Y-'wls,  adv.  certainly,  2788,  5554,  5790 ;  C 

5825,  5896,  5915,  6879,  6932, 7400,  7564. 
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